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By Lori Arnold

RIVERSIDE — Naghmeh Panahi 
Abedini was trying to fi ll the gap for 
her daughter, Rebekah, who, at age 
7, was spending another birthday 
without her beloved father.

He was marking the day in a 
notorious prison in Tehran where 
he was convicted and sentenced 
to eight years on national security 
charges because of his ties to the 
Iranian house-church movement.

Despite increasing pleas from 
the international community, Iran 
has refused to release Pastor Saeed 
Abedini.

“It’s been very diffi cult, especially 
for me as a mom seeing my kids suf-
fer,” said Naghmeh, who was at a 
Southern California women’s con-
ference in October.

“It was her second (birthday) 
without daddy. The fi rst one I told 
her ‘We’ll get him home soon, be-
fore your next birthday.’ This one 
I didn’t know what to tell her. She 

Saving Saeed
Mom becomes international ambassador for imprisoned husband
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Naghmeh Abedini shares her story at the U.S. Tom Lantos Human Rights 
Commission in March. The wife of imprisoned Iranian-American Pastor Saeed 
Abedini has traveled the globe trying to secure his release.

asked, ‘How many more birth-
days?’”

Since her husband’s Sept. 26, 
2012 arrest—following more than 
two months of government-im-
posed house arrest—the intensely 
private Naghmeh has found her-
self unexpectedly juggling the de-
mands of being a single mom with 
her very public international cam-
paign to free her husband.

During much of Saeed’s fi rst year 
of incarceration, Naghmeh and her 
attorneys from the American Cen-
ter for Law and Justice worked dili-
gently to get him released. Their 
efforts generally failed to generate 
much traction with either the Ira-
nian or American governments.

But since late summer, as Iran’s 
new President Hassan Rouhani has 
wooed Western leaders with vows of 
moderacy, Naghmeh and her legal 
team have become more optimistic 
that Saeed could soon be released. 

“I was very hesitant because I 
know above every president in 

Iran is actually a Supreme leader 
who has not changed, and controls 
everything,” said Naghmeh, who 
grew up in Idaho—where she now 
lives—after her family fl ed her na-
tive Iran with the onset of the Ira-
nian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq 
War.

Her hopes of securing Saeed’s 
freedom were primarily kick-start-
ed in September, she said, with the 
news that President Barack Obama, 
in the fi rst phone call by a U.S. 
president to an Iranian president 
since 1979, asked about Saeed’s 
fate. Other national leaders have 
also given voice to Saeed, with the 
European Parliament issuing a res-
olution calling for the pastor’s re-
lease. Online, nearly 630,000 have 
signed petitions seeking his release.

Naghmeh is hoping Iran will con-
sider releasing her husband as a 
good-will gesture in hopes of easing 
sanctions against the country.

By Sarah Pulliam Bailey 

SAN DIEGO (RNS) — A cam-
paign to arrest an African warlord 
generated awareness in more ways 
than the effort’s co-founder Jason 
Russell could have ever imagined.

The “Kony 2012” campaign 
captured widespread attention 
for its push to arrest Joseph Kony, 
head of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, which abducts and forces 
children to become soldiers. For 
a grass-roots video project that 
suddenly went viral, it was a phe-

nomenal success.
Two weeks after the group Invis-

ible Children released the video 
last year, Russell, the group’s co-
founder, was detained and hospi-
talized for erratic behavior after 
he was found running naked and 
cursing the devil in the streets of 
San Diego.

“The preliminary diagnosis he 
received is called brief reactive 
psychosis, an acute state brought 
on by extreme exhaustion, stress 
and dehydration,” Russell’s wife, 
Danica, said in a statement at the 

time.
For several months, he took 

a low profi le as he sought treat-
ment. But now Russell is return-
ing to the spotlight, appearing on 
the Christian conference circuit. 
At a Q Conference for young 
evangelicals in April, he refer-
enced his breakdown.

“I’m alive, I am clothed, I am 
still a little bit crazy. … Exactly a 
year ago today I was in rehabilita-
tion. It’s been that kind of year, 

Beyond ‘Kony 2012’
Jason Russell makes successful comeback
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Jason Russell meets with Ugandan children in the fi lm “Invisible Children,” which focused on the plight of exploited 
children in the war-torn nation. 

See RUSSELL, page 6

By Lori Arnold

LA MESA — Vietnam veteran 
Don Dodson was ministering at a 
Wounded Warrior event at Naval 
Medical Center San Diego when 
an injured Marine facing a medical 
discharge approached him.

“All he had ever wanted to be was 
a Marine,” Dodson said. “He knew 
if he went back to his pre-Marine 
Corps neighborhood and environ-
ment he would likely sink back into 
drugs and crime. He had come to 

a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
while in combat. We had prayer to-
gether for God’s leading and chat-
ted about his living options.”

As a chapter leader for Point 
Man International Ministries, Dod-
son routinely counseled and prayed 
with fellow vets. But on that day, he 
said, he was reminded of a critical 
aspect on why the ministry is so vi-
tal.

“I recognized how important it 

Don Dodson, rear left, talks to some wounded veterans at an event in San 
Diego. Dodson leads a La Mesa group, called an outpost, for Point Man 
International Ministries.

On point
Military ministry serves veterans 
scarred from war experiences

See POINT MAN, page 8
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“This will give them a chance to show 
that they are genuine in what they are 
saying in terms of their moderacy,” she 
said. “Seeing a lot of different countries 
and governments and presidents speak 
out gives me a lot of hope.”

An international witness
While international leaders have 

helped to elevate public awareness 
of Saeed’s imprisonment, Nagh-
meh still marvel at her role as the 
persistent town crier.

“I see God’s hands in all of this,” 
she said. “I’ve seen that it has be-
come more than trying to free 
Saeed. The Lord has used this for 
the gospel. I’ve been able to share 
my faith in different platforms.”  

In June she fl ew to Geneva to 
speak before the U.N. Human 
Rights Council, where leaders from 
100 countries listened to Nagh-
meh’s impassioned plea. 

“I was supposed to end with 
pleading for my husband’s release, 
but I knew in my heart that the Lord 
had me there because I had some-
thing bigger than that,” she said. “I 
felt that God was going to release 
my husband, but I was there to give 
them something they needed.”

So, to the hushed crowd, Naghmeh 
said she suggested the leaders look for 
a different solution to global peace.

“They were hearing in their own 
language as I spoke and I said that 
Jesus is the way to reconciliation 
with God,” the wife said. “He is the 
God of peace that you are looking 
for. He is the solution to what you 
are all trying to fi gure out.”

His wisdom
The emboldened mom said it 

seemed surreal, and a little foolish, to 

SAVING SAEED…
Continued from page 1

say such things before world leaders.
“The Lord reminded me that 

the foolishness to the world is the 
wisdom of God,” she said. “So I 
just opened my mouth and shared 
about Christ.”

Later in the summer she was 
interviewed on Voice of America, 
which was broadcast to millions of 
Iranians.

“I’ve been able to share the gos-
pel with millions and millions of 
Iranians,” she said. “It doesn’t really 
make sense for the Iranian govern-
ment to keep him there. People are 
coming to Christ in prison through 
Saeed. The more they keep him, 
the more I’m on media. Someone 
said the Iranian government is try-
ing to silence Saeed, but they are 
giving him a platform for the gos-
pel.”

Chasing away fear
The fi ght for Saeed has been a jour-

ney that has stretched Naghmeh’s faith, 
and helped her to overcome fears of 
fl ying and speaking, while creating in 
her an inexplicable joy in watching the 

Lord maneuver from one God-moment 
to the next.

“I just felt like I was that woman 
who clung to Jesus after 12 years of 
bleeding and she got healed,” she 
said. “I was just so desperate. I was 
in such a dark time in my life.”

That was until the Lord ushered 
in a season of peace.

“(This journey) has revealed my 
complete weakness and has shown 
me that He is complete strength,” 
she said. “I don’t fear anything any-
more. I don’t fear bad news.”

She’s also remarkably adapted to 
her newfound demand as an inspi-
rational speaker, a concept foreign 
to her a year or so ago.

“I’m just a mom and a wife,” she said. 
“I have a phone number and I have 
an email address just like everyone 
else. It’s beautiful to know that it isn’t 
a ministry, but God is ministering. I 
haven’t had to fund-raise. I haven’t had 
to do anything but He’s allowed me to 
speak to nations.”

For more information, visit www.
savesaeed.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE

Rebekah and Jacob Abedini enjoy a happier time with their father, Pastor Saeed 
Abedini. The children have not seen their dad since he left for a trip to Iran in 
June 2012. He was convicted last year of national security violations because 
of his work with the house church movement in Iran. He is imprisoned in Tehran 
after receiving an eight-year sentence.

2001: Naghmeh Panahi leaves her 
Idaho home to minister in Iran fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
in the United States.

2002: Naghmeh meets Saeed 
Abedini, a Christian convert, while 
doing ministry in Iran.

2003: Naghmeh and Saeed are 
engaged to be married.

2004: The couple is married in 
Tehran.

2005: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is 
elected President of Iran and the 
persecution of Christians escalates. 
Saeed, who is infl uential in the 
Iranian house-church movement, 
decides to accompany his family 
back to the United States for their 
safety and to protect the established 
house churches.

2008: Saeed is ordained with the 
American Evangelistic Association.

2009: The couple, hoping the hos-
tilities toward Christians has waned, 
return to Iran for ministry work. 
While there, Saeed is detained and 
questioned, but told he can remain 
in Iran as long as he is not involved 
in the house-church movement. The 
government invites Saeed to launch 
a humanitarian effort. The couple 
decides to open an orphanage on 
donated land and begins the long 
process toward building the facil-
ity and obtaining security permits. 
Saeed travels freely between Iran 
and the United States as the process 
to open the orphanage continues.

2010: Saeed is granted U.S. citi-
zenship through his American wife.

2012: Saeed returns to Iran in June 
to fi nish up the remaining details 
to open the orphanage when he is 
detained and placed under house 
arrest. In September he was arrested 
by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard and 
imprisoned at the notorious Evin 

Prison in Tehran.
Jan. 27, 2013: Saeed is sentenced 

to eight years in prison for undermin-
ing national security.

March 3: Saeed tells his family he 
believes he has internal bleeding 
after several beatings in prison. 

June 4: Naghmeh testifi es before 
the U.N. Human Rights Council, 
saying her husband was suspected 
of having internal bleeding from 
untreated injuries brought on by 
torture and beatings.

July 20: After several unsuccessful 
attempts, Saeed fi nally receives medi-
cal treatment at a private hospital. 
His digestive tracks shows signs of 
repeated injury. 

Aug. 25: Saeed’s appeal is rejected.
Sept. 23: Naghmeh unexpect-

edly crosses paths with Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani while 
both were at the U.N. General 
Assembly. When she notices his 
security detail, Naghmeh hands 
one of his aides a letter she had 
been carrying around, which her 
husband had written to Rouhani. 
The aide vows to give Rouhani 
the letter.

Sept. 26: More than 100 prayer 
vigils in 40 states and 15 nations 
mark the one-year anniversary of 
Saeed’s arrest.

Sept. 27: President Barack Obama 
asks Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani about the fate of Saeed during 
a rare phone call in which he also 
broached the topic of the imprison-
ment of several other Americans, and 
the country’s nuclear program. It was 
the fi rst call from a U.S. president 
to an Iranian counterpart since the 
1979 hostage crisis.

Oct. 11: The European Parlia-
ment issues a resolution calling for 
Saeed’s release.

Timeline of the Saeed Abedini’s ministry, arrest
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Rev. Donald W. Welch

By Lori Arnold

EL CAJON — When the alarm 
goes off at 5:30 a.m., there is no 
chance Penny Hauer will roll over 
and go back to sleep. She has to 
orchestrate the brushing of nearly 
500 teeth, showers for some of 
her 18 adopted children—all with 
special needs—and the tying of 36 
shoes.

Throw in breakfast, medicines 
and various medical needs and 
Hauer’s morning is nearly after-
noon. The remainder of the day 
is spent washing as many as seven 
loads of laundry, preparing lunch, 
cooking dinner and assisting with 
the remainder of the showers, 
which takes three to four hours 
each evening.

“I am not a morning person, but 
showers have to be taken,” said 
Hauer, who has dubbed herself the 
Queen of Showers. “Four of the 
older kids help the younger ones 
(with) brushing their teeth,” before 
their school bus arrives.

Her husband Charles, now re-
tired, is tasked with doing the gro-
cery shopping, which involves nu-
merous trips to multiple stores. 

After that, and in-between he 
helps with cleaning, keeps up with 
documents and attends school 
meetings.

Each day ends with the family 
gathering together.

“Every night after supper my 
husband has a singing time with 
prayers and a Bible reading. The 
kids learn how to pray. Everybody 
goes to bed early.”

Three times a week the family 
heads to church, a major under-
taking. Charles takes some of the 
children with him on Sunday morn-
ings, Penny fl ocks to the Sunday 
evening service.

“We take as many kids as we can 
in a van, although it is not a handi-
capped van, which is what we really 
need but cannot afford,” she said. 
As it happens, the vehicle also has 
no air conditioning, making their 
travel to church and other destina-
tions a sweaty endeavor during El 
Cajon’s toasty summers. 

Linda Van Kessler, who co-found-
ed Passion 4 KIDS with her hus-
band, Charles, became acquainted 
with the family last year after Penny 
contacted the ministry seeking 
help for her son, Caleb, a 13-year-

The Hauer household poses for a family picture last Christmas. At the far right are Linda and Charles Van Kessler, of Passion 4 KIDS. The Van Kesslers have been 
assisting the family with various needs to help Penny and Charles Hauer raise their 18 adopted children.

Love multiplied: El Cajon couple cares for 18 special needs children

old with muscular dystrophy who is 
need of a trained dog to help him 
at school.

“Penny and Chuck are the most 
humble, unassuming people with 
huge servants’ hearts,” Van Kessler 
said. “They love each child uncon-
ditionally … their home permeates 
a sense of peace and calm. We have 
never heard fi ghting or raised voic-
es, and each person pitches in to 
help the other as their disabilities 
allow.”

The Hauer family lives on the 
couple’s retirement income, along 
with the social security benefi ts as-
signed to nine of their children. 
Because health insurance is cost 
prohibitive, the only family mem-
bers who are covered are the few 
children who qualify for Medicare. 
Passion 4 KIDS, which specializes in 
assisting needy or at-risk children, 
visits regularly, bringing clothing, 
food, bottled water and treats.

Although the Encinitas-based 
Passion 4 KIDS is still working on 
acquiring the training dog, it re-
cently completed a $7,000 rehab of 
the Hauer’s main bathroom, which 
had a leak that caused extensive 
mold. 

“Every wall (was) rotten and 
coming apart,” Penny said, over-

whelmed by the ministry’s gen-
erosity.

• • •

Penny Hauer understands the 
concept of falling apart.

“My father drank until I was 9 
years old,” she said. “He was not a 
nice person when he drank. 

“One Saturday when he came 
home he told us that we would 
be going to church from now on. 
From that day forward I had the 
most loving and kind Christian fa-
ther anyone could ever have. My 
father passed away at the age of 43. 
I was glad that I had the chance to 
experience the wonderful man he 
was through God’s teaching.”

Charles Hauer’s faith was a little 
slower to develop, as he practiced 
his faith sporadically through child-
hood and as a young adult.

“When we married he became a 
full-time believer,” she said.

Their fi ve biological children 
now have 23 of their own children. 
Beyond that, though, they have fol-
lowed their parents’ example by 
adopting their own special needs 
children. 

“We have many beautiful grand-
children,” Penny said.

Even with a full house, Penny’s 
thoughts kept returning to an article 
about endangered orphans in Asia.

“As a young child I read some-
thing in the paper about Korea with 
their black and mixed-race kids liv-
ing on the streets,” she said. “Often 
they were killed just trying to sur-
vive. This impacted me so much 
that we became foster parents.”

Their fi rst foster child was a 
5-year-old girl who could not move 
because of cerebral palsy.

“From then on God just brought 
us more and more special needs 
children to take care of,” she said. 
“Some are blind, some are in wheel-
chairs, but all the kids have special 
needs. Over our lifetime we have 
adopted over 40 special needs 
children, many of whom have now 
gone to heaven.”

• • •

By most standards, the Hauer 
home’s eight bedrooms, three 
baths and 3,900 square feet would 
seem sprawling, but with 20 people 
and multiple wheelchairs, the space 
can get cramped.

“The bathrooms are always oc-
cupied,” she said. “We always have 
problems with a shortage of rooms 

for every one to get around. We so 
much need more bedrooms and 
bathrooms, but they are all dreams. 
Just a large swing set for all of them 
would be a dream come true.”

Van Kessler said the family has 
other pressing needs, including an 
industrial washer and dryer; a large 
refrigerator, as theirs is not working 
properly; large freezer; laminate 
wood fl oor in living room to accom-
modate wheelchairs and a concrete 
walkway that can bypass the house’s 
steps; interior paint; and a handi-
capped van that can accommodate 
multiple wheelchairs.

Except for an Escondido vol-
unteer—a special needs mom 
who cleans the Hauer house each 
week—Penny and Charles serve 
their children without assistance.

With so many children that have 
so many needs, the Hauers have 
learned to be fl exible and to rely 
on prayer, a spiritual discipline they 
instill on their brood. 

“I never get enough time to read the 
Bible as much as I would like,” Penny 
said. “I love music and watch, some-
times, a singing show on TV. Charles 
sits in his easy chair after dinner but 
falls asleep in fi ve minutes. There is 
always so much to think about.”

But then her mind returns to the 
little things that standout in the 
chaos of a busy household.

“I can hear my son saying over 
and over how much he loves me,” 
she said.

“The past two weeks we had to 
call on the Lord so many times; so 
many problems,” the family ma-
triarch said in early October. “We 
have a little girl from India born 
without eyes who was shackled to 
the fl oor in India. She needed a G-
tube inserted so we spent one week 
at the hospital and came home 
Friday. On Monday we received a 
call that Catelyn, one of our girls, 
had just been hit by a car. She was 
rushed to the hospital and needed 
surgery to put a rod in her leg. She 
is now home but cannot work for 
six months. I know God is holding 
this all together somehow.”

Through it all, Hauer said she 
is thankful for all of the provisions 
God has provided to her very spe-
cial family.

“I am tired to the very bottom of 
my being but the Lord is holding 
me up,” she said. “He has given me 
the best mate to walk the walk.”

For more information about the 
family, contact Passion 4 KIDS at 
info@passion4kids.org or (760) 
518-2780.
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Mark Larson

Being thankful for creative outlets like technology, music

John Stonestreet

The Thanksgiving season is upon 
us and before we know it, we’ll be 
halfway through 2014. Life is like 
that, and experts say when we get 
older the calendar pages speed by 
even faster. 

In recent weeks I have attempt-
ed to begin embracing the many 
things for which I am thankful… 
even in a year that hasn’t been the 
easiest on many fronts. 

First and foremost, everything 
they say about “when you have your 
health you have everything” is ab-
solutely true. Cherish the concept. 
When things go downhill and get 
scary, it’s easy to believe everything 
in life is more miserable. On the 
contrary: There still are bright spots, 
somewhere. Perhaps right under your 
nose.

In an earlier column I wrote 
about the “summer of medical ad-
ventures” we had in our family. Not 
something I want to repeat. Yet as 
the holiday season draws closer we 
have much about which to rejoice. 
Things that seemed the bleakest 
turned out to be not the worse cas-
es, and situations that are chronic 
are manageable, thank God.

You never know exactly how all 

in life turns out in the 
long run, but there’s 
something extra spe-
cial about getting 
back to the light after 
wallowing in the dark-
ness for a while. Yes, 
challenges can be real 
character builders, 
helping us focus on 
the Lord.

I’m blessed and 
thankful for faith and 
family and friends, and for creative 
opportunities in life. And I am 
grateful for the fact that I have not 
yet been totally consumed, 24/7, 
by technology. (BTW: When go-
ing through tough times, often the 
worst thing to do is more “research” 
online. Go to medical websites in 
the middle of the night and you 
can self-diagnose yourself into a 
bad state of paranoia, for example.)

This is the point in the column 
where my same friends and family 
will be laughing out loud, respond-
ing with something like this:

“Right, Larson, you’re the guy 
who is constantly on the iPad, iPod, 
iPhone, laptop, Mac, Nook, tin can 
phones, you name it… always multi-

tasking.”
Guilty as charged.  

But I try to keep all 
in perspective. While 
workplace pressures 
and competition force 
most of us to stay con-
nected nearly always, 
I am still happy that 
I have the mindset to 
make the conscious ef-
fort to stay balanced.

Time wasters
Speaking of technology, I do 

think that while Americans should 
be thankful for all the advances and 
time-savers, our country is at risk of 
becoming No. 1 for something in 
an unintended area: Wasting time 
on the Internet. I can hear the 
“We’re No. 1 chants” now…  but 
fi rst I need to send some text mes-
sages and check email. (Told you I 
was guilty.)

YouTube may be the biggest 
time-sucker of all. It drains the life 
out of the daily clock. I know that 
there are many acclaims for the 
web channel where anyone breath-
ing can post a video and become 
a TV star.  Experts tell us it’s a big 

threat to traditional TV, and that’s 
true.

We can also fritter away half the 
day exploring for “educational 
things,” but more often landing on 
very dumb (but sometimes cute) 
video clips like a piano-playing cat 
and screaming goats. Again, I’m 
guilty. I have my own You Tube 
channel.  But it’s all about priorities 
and I am thankful I’m still aware of 
this, not yet 100 percent absorbed 
by technological distractions. 

But why do I get the sense that 
when the Rapture comes, too many 
of us will be online, letting our last 
earthly moments run out while be-
ing immersed in escapism.

Again I will admit I’m often 
caught up in all of this. So I am 
thankful that I still know how to 
break the spell of the Internet. As 
hard as it is, I can shut it off and get 
away once in a while, on to some-
thing else that expands my mind, 
reminding me of the things that 
matter most in life.

Scoring with music
Here’s another bit of joy to con-

sider each day: Music. As the Christ-
mas season seems to arrive ever-ear-

lier each year, I am so grateful for 
the melodies and lyrics that act as 
the soundtrack for our lives.

At the San Diego Symphony 
opening last month, I found my-
self totally “in the moment” as the 
world-class orchestra played some 
enduring classics.  There’s some-
thing about compositions that have 
lasted for centuries that stir the 
soul.  

As the strings soared and spirits 
rose, I couldn’t help but recall the 
Creator who gave composers the 
talent to make it happen. I found 
myself hearing familiar music in a 
fresh way, noticing many nuances 
for the fi rst time. 

It was a clear reminder of how 
God orchestrates opportunity, 
beauty and blessings in our daily 
live—if we choose to hear the 
soundtrack. That alone provides a 
tremendous attitude of gratitude.

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. His voice is 
heard on KPRZ 1210AM, and his 
weekday talkshow airs mornings 6-9 
on KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com.

We talk a lot about reviving the 
culture, as well we should. But 
recently we were reminded of 
something even more important. 

An ever-present danger in do-
ing cultural commentary is, as the 
saying goes, “to miss the forest for 
the trees.” I’ll confess: Sometimes 
instead of seeing the work we do 
as part of the larger task of the 
Church’s proclamation of the 
Good News, we can let cultural 
change become an end in itself.

Case in point: a recent letter and 
article we received from a listener 
who asked a vital, yet often neglect-
ed, question: “Can the contempo-
rary culture be led back to a Chris-
tian worldview without the church 
being spiritually revived fi rst?”

And the answer, of course, is 
“No!” So why don’t we talk about 
the need for spiritual renewal 
more often? Well, the truth is 
that most worldview and culture 

discussions proceed as if cultural 
renewal is, if not independent of 
spiritual renewal, only tangentially 
related to it.

We talk a lot about reading the 
right books, mastering the right 
arguments and otherwise know-
ing what to say. And these really 
are important. But what’s more 
important is the disposition of 
our hearts.

As my correspondent rightly 
points out, “only a revival of faith 
in the living God can change the 
mood of society, and only a revived 
church can bring that about.”

And history backs that up: The 
Wesleyan revival in 18th century 
England and the fi rst and second 
Great Awakenings in 18th and 
19th century America transformed 
these societies. As I learned in 
doing the research for my book 
“Amazing Grace” about William 
Wilberforce, the movements to 

abolish the slave trade 
and then to abolish 
slavery itself grew out 
of those revivals.

So my correspon-
dent is right when he 
draws a line between 
a renewed church and 
a renewed culture. 
While the latter won’t 
necessarily follow the 
former, without a re-
newed church the 
chances of cultural renewal are 
close to zero. If we don’t live as if 
Christianity is true, by what right 
should we expect our neighbors to?

Thus it’s incumbent on us to 
humble ourselves before God, to 
confess our sins, and pray for His 
forgiveness and direction.

Again, this does not guarantee 
cultural renewal. But what it does 
guarantee, if sincerely undertaken, 
is that we will be living out our call 

to be salt and light.
Some people might 

dismiss this as a kind 
of pietism that leads 
to withdrawal. Again, 
history shows other-
wise. The impact of 
the aforementioned 
revivals was felt far 
beyond church walls. 
The French philoso-
pher and historian 
Élie Halévy conclud-

ed that it was Wesleyan revival that 
prevented an English equivalent to 
the bloody French Revolution.

Wesley’s followers not only min-
istered to the poor but they also 
fostered the creation of the kinds 
of elite networks, including Wil-
berforce’s, which promoted social 
reform.

On this side of the Atlantic, the 
abolitionist movement and many 
other reforms would not have hap-

pened but for the second Great 
Awakening. In his book, “What 
Hath Got Wrought,” what histo-
rian Daniel Walker Howe calls 
“the transformation of America” is 
largely a story of how religious re-
vival created and fueled the reform-
ist impulse.

So my correspondent is right: A 
renewed church is the best hope 
for a renewed culture. I’m grate-
ful for his insight, an insight born 
of long experience, because he’s a 
92-year-old retired pastor and mis-
sionary.

Please visit BreakPoint.org to 
read Bert Warden’s brief but spot-
on article “Only a Revived Church 
Can Revive Society’s Faith.”

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Ston-
estreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,” 
a radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

Revive the Church, revive the culture: One before the other

CHILD CUSTODY
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RUSSELL…
Continued from page 1

but it’s been really great in the 
end,” he told the crowd in an inter-
view with Q founder Gabe Lyons.

At the Catalyst conference in Atlanta 
earlier this month, Russell spoke twice. 
In his fi rst session, less than half of the 
room of several hundred seats was full. 
He has changed his image from how 
he appeared in the “Kony 2012” video, 
trading longer blond hair for shorter, 
slicked-back hair and thick-rimmed 
glasses.

Russell declined an interview 
request, saying the media distorted 
his faith and spirituality in the past, 
especially after he appeared at Liberty 
University in 2011. In his Catalyst ad-
dresses, however, he was open about 
his faith.

“I thought I was the best storyteller, 
you know, I was like, ‘Gosh, I made that 
video go viral!’” Russell said. “And God 
said, ‘I cannot be bothered by you. I’m 
the best storyteller. I’ve got this down. 
I’ve got 7 billion stories down. I don’t 
need your help. I know you think you’re 
a hero, but I’m the best storyteller.’”

Russell said that before his manic 
episode, someone told him to lie on 
his back and told him, “You need to 
be crucifi ed.” Russell said the person 
prayed through Psalm 46, saying, “You 
be still, and know that I am God. I will 
be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.”

But then came Russell’s public 
breakdown.

“To be honest, I couldn’t be still. 
I could not. And I ended up crazy, 
talking to myself, slapping the ce-
ment,” he said. “This is when it’s, 
like, the worst. This is when you’re 
thinking, ‘How will it ever recover? 
There’s no PR agency that would 
ever be able to fi x this.’”

He noted Oprah Winfrey’s inter-
view earlier this year with him.

“Oprah came to my house and 
said, ‘Are you OK?’ I said, ‘Yeah, 
I’m doing better,’” Russell said. 
“A year later, she said because of 
this interview, it actually stopped 
her from having a potential break-
down. You could see her face, she’s 
like, ‘Hmm, I might be naked in 
the streets soon.’ So that was en-
couraging, you know? Because you 
never know how God’s using you.”

As Russell’s story played out in the 
national media, observers said it illus-
trated the risk of making someone the 
public face of an issue.

“The high visibility of a specifi c 

cause or one organization can cre-
ate risk,” said Scott Todd, senior 
vice president of global advocacy 
for Compassion International, a 
child sponsorship organization. “If 
someone becomes disillusioned, 
that disillusionment creates a lat-
eral effect on those who are trying 
to advance similar causes.”

Russell continues to promote In-
visible Children and its newest cam-
paign, against 250 LRA members 
who are holding 140 women and 72 
children captive, according to the 
organization. Invisible Children 
recently launched a 10-week fund-
raising campaign called #zeroLRA 
to help people escape.

Part of what fueled continued 
interest in Russell’s campaign was 
the scrutiny paid toward Invisible 
Children. Some criticized the fi lm’s 
calls to action by working through 
the Ugandan army, and others sug-
gested it overly simplifi ed a com-
plex situation.

Other critics questioned whether 
money should support organiza-
tions that are focused mostly on 
awareness, or whether it’s appro-
priate to use children as part of an 
advocacy campaign.

“We need to be careful not to 
sentimentalize the plight of others 
and feel that because we have ‘liked’ 
something on Facebook or we’ve 
been part of some campaign, it stops 
at that point,” said Susan Greener, a 
Wheaton College professor of inter-
cultural studies who studies global 
issues facing children.

“It’s easy to use children to tug 
at people’s heartstrings. We can 
make sure children are participants 
in their own development, not just 
seen as victims.”

Russell pointed to the success 
of the viral video — which has al-
most 100 million views on YouTube. 
“The good news is, in my belief, is 
we made (Kony) famous,” he said.

At a bare minimum, “Kony 2012” 
sparked many conversations about 
best ways to pursue storytelling.

“He put himself at the center of 
the story as a way to give it heart 
and connect with an American au-
dience, but who could expect the 
level of scrutiny that followed?” 
said Kent Annan, co-director of the 
relief group Haiti Partners.

“One concern for me, not re-
garding Jason but generally for this 
kind of work, is that while we work 
hard for justice, we should also be 
taking deliberate steps to undercut 
our ‘savior’ role.”

Jennifer O’Neill

www.SpeakersGroup.net

By Lori Arnold

JAMUL — Sam Hart is a musician 
with a mission and it has nothing to 
do with radio airtime or his wallet. 
As a former worship leader at Jamul 
Community Church, Hart has spent the 
past 15 years involved in the Christian 
music industry—until an epiphany 
caused him to pause. 

“At some point I lost interest in 
the idea of trying to ‘make it’ in 
Christian music,” he said. “I started 
to question my motives.”

That feeling only intensifi ed dur-
ing a trip to Nicaragua.

“I realized how removed those 
particular people were from Chris-
tian music festivals, Air-1, GMA and 
the Dove awards,” he said. “I mean 
the neighborhoods we were in had 
no paved streets, houses were made 
of block, tin panels, mattresses or 
whatever else could function as 
a wall. People owned one set of 
clothes and sometimes not even 
shoes. They had to walk with a dirty 
bucket to get water. Getting out of 
North America really puts things 
into perspective.”

That trip sparked ongoing con-
versations with his wife, Christin, 
and with other friends about how 
to use their music to meet the 
needs of people around the globe.

“The idea grew until we realized 
the best way to do this would be to 
open our idea to other artists who 
feel the same way, and then as a 
community of artists, give away our 
music to fund God’s work in the 
world,” said the former Sackcloth 
Fashion band member.

Those brainstorming sessions 
birthed Missional Music, an on-
line community of musicians who 
use their music to fund ministries 
already in place in needy commu-
nities. This summer Hart’s team 
released  “Missional Music Volume 
One,” an album with 12 songs from 
12 artists. All of the profi ts from the 
album, downloadable from the In-
ternet, benefi t the Acts Training, a 
church-planting ministry in Nepal. 
The center trains fi ve to 20 church 
planters for fi ve months before 
they are sent to the fi eld.

“Forty percent of the world 
doesn’t have access to Jesus, and 
we’d like to use our music sales to 
change that,” he said, adding that 
the ministry emphasis is on “peo-
ple-planting, because the church is 
made of people. 

“We’d like to fund every-
thing, from training indige-
nous church-planters, to building 
gathering-places, to rescuing dy-
ing babies…and everything in-be-
tween. With the sole purpose of the 
gospel being preached.”

In the future, Missional Music 
plants to partner with one or two 
“well-established, trusted organiza-
tions that already have great mis-
sional efforts going on.

“This way, moving forward we 
can focus on the music aspect and 
just hand over the funds to people 
with a broader reach and who have 
already fi gured out how to have 
maximum impact,” Hart said.

Creative outlet
While the major focus is to ease 

suffering in other parts of the 
world, Hart said the second em-
phasis of Missional Music is to pro-
vide a vital, creative outlet that the 
“biblically-formed songwriters and 
musicians” were missing in the tra-
ditional Christian industry.

“We want to create and share 
quality, authentic and unfi ltered 
music of all kinds ,,, that is just 
good music, but also contributes 
to the worldview of the listener in 
terms of what it looks like to live 
a Christ-empowered life on this 
earth,” the self-trained musician 
said. “What I mean by ‘unfi ltered’ is 
that we’d like to partner with artists 
who create excellent music without 
the goal of fi tting the mold needed 
in order to get played on the radio. 
The idea is creating and sharing 
what we ‘like’ rather than what we 
feel pressured to create.”

Technological benefi ts
One of the blessings for Mis-

sional Music is the advancement 
of technology, which allows artists 
to work together from various lo-
cations. Hart, for instance, is now 

leading the ministry from Fresno, 
where his family recently relocated 
after living in San Diego for years. 
In addition to leading worship at 
the Jamul church for eight years, 
Hart has also ministered at Shadow 
Mountain, Skyline Church, The 
Rock, San Diego Christian Col-
lege and Emmanuel Faith. He and 
his wife met at Indian Hills Camp, 
where they both worked during the 
summers.

While the use of technology has 
enabled them to establish Missional 
Music with relative ease, Hart ad-
mits there are drawbacks.

“A potential issue is that for $200 
bucks and a laptop anyone can cre-
ate decent music,” he said. “And 
this is turning an abundant river of 
musical options into an overwhelm-
ing ocean. I love the Switchfoot 
lyric, ‘If we’re adding to the noise, 
turn off this song.’ Exactly…there’s 
more noise than ever! 

“I think there’s a need for a crys-
tal clear voice to be heard above the 
noise, that asks questions like: Who 
created music anyway, and why? 
What does the Creator have to say 
about music as a language? What 
are some fresh ways we can under-
stand His physical laws of sound, 
poetry, and vibration, and with 
them, create new and life-altering 
art?”

Redemptive message
Because of the power of music, 

Hart said it’s imperative that Bible-
believing Christians counter the 
false truths found in secular music. 

“It breaks my heart to see musi-
cians who may not know the Cre-
ator shaping the music-culture 
and defi ning ‘excellence’ in music. 
So many of these mega-talented 
people are some of the best wor-
ship leaders on the planet. They’re 
just directing worship to the wrong 
object. Why don’t those of us who 
know the Creator point to Him as 
the model of artistic excellence 
and the only true Celebrity worthy 
of praise?”

For more information, visit www.
missionalmusic.org.

Sam Hart, a former worship leader at Jamul Community Church, has launched Missional Music, a funding platform to help 
artists spread the gospel across the globe.

A Hart for people
Former Jamul worship leader 
launches missional music project
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is for Christian veterans, who have 
been living with what the younger 
veterans were just beginning to 
experience, to become connected 
with our newest generation of 
survivors, said Dodson. “It is very 
important that they hear the 
gospel, and hearing it from fel-
low veterans can make it a more 
powerful message.”

Dodson, who served the country 
from 1969 to 1970, said it was the 
Lord that pulled him through that 
tumultuous time.

 “Prior to being drafted into the 
U.S. Army, my faith had become a 
casual back-of-the-mind relation-
ship,” he said. “My military service 
created the situations where I felt 
like I was in over my head.”  

The veteran said he quickly 
learned from his own experience 
that the very nature of war “pres-
ents opportunities to call out to 
God in faith.”  

“War is an ultimate expression 
of a fallen world, wracked with 
sin,’ Dodson said. “Each day I have 
been given this side of Vietnam is a 
gift from God. We are able to trust 
Him during trials and troubles, no 
matter the cause.”

That’s where the ministries of 
Point Man come into play. Found-
ed in 1984, Point Man acts as a 
referral service to plug veterans 
and their families into its Outpost 
and Home Front support groups, 
the latter designed for spouses 
and family members. The ministry 
also provides evangelistic materi-
als, leadership training seminars, 
restoration conferences and 
outreach to active duty soldiers, 
veterans and their families.

“Point Man is a refuge where 
we can share our negative experi-
ences in a safe environment; we 
can express our fears and doubts, 
our nightmares and anger,” he 
said. “It is an organization driven 
to serve others.”  

Dodson, who leads an outpost 
in La Mesa, said he became in-
volved with the ministry because 
of its commitment to bringing the 
gospel to combat veterans, many 
of whom are dealing with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder.

“There are now many good 
programs for military and vet-
erans, addressing their physical 
and emotional-psychological 
wounds,” he said.  “However, very 

few actually address the spiritual 
wounds. Men and women who 
have served in the military often 
carry with them life-changing 
images, experiences and residual 
effects.  

“Point Man International Min-
istries was founded by veterans 
who had tried every other method 
to heal from combat, and found 
the only solution was through the 
grace of the Living God, through 
Jesus Christ.”

The salve of grace
Dodson said he sees war recov-

ery as three-legged stool: one leg 
is physical. The second is emo-
tional and mental healing.

 “But often missing is the third 
leg: forgiveness and grace,” he 
said. “Without the Good News 
of the gospel, the wounds of war 
can be overwhelming.  Most re-
turnees have seen, and many 
have done things they wished 
they could undo. Guilt and 
shame are heavy burdens. An-
guishing over those who died—
friendly and enemy—and our 
roles in war can poison the rest 
of the survivors’ lives.

“Only through accepting 
God’s grace and forgiveness are 
survivors truly able to internalize 
God’s forgiveness through His 
grace. Even harder, sometimes, 
is forgiving ourselves for what we 
had to do in combat.”

Overcoming anger
The prayer and fellowship op-

portunities provided through 
Point Man, Dodson said, help 
combat veterans overcome the 
spiritual wounds that traditional 
medicine cannot repair.

“Too many times combat vet-
erans carry around a rucksack of 
hatred, anger and resentment. 
Jesus gives us clear instructions 
on how to deal with our en-
emies, past, present and future: 
Love them and pray for them,” 
he said, citing Matthew 5:44 and 
Luke 6:27 and 35.

“Once freed from guilt, anger, 
regret, and hatred, everyone’s 
life becomes more peaceful and 
the traumas of war are repro-
cessed into a memory, not the 
corrosive cancer ruling over our 
lives.”

For more information, visit www.
pmim.org.

POINT MAN…
Continued from page 1

Pick up a FREE copy at your 

church or neighborhood Christian 

bookstore, including Berean 

Christian Store (Kearny Mesa) , the 

Rockpile (Point Loma) and Calvary 

Christian Store (Oceanside).

You can also request a free copy 

to be mailed to you by calling  

1-800-326-0795 or send a request 

to info@christianexaminer.com.

2014 edition now available

We help you FIND what you NEED…
from people you trust 
in San Diego County!

Christian Examiner Yellow Pages in PRINT and ONLINE!
www.christianexamineryellowpages.com



SD November 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 9www.christianexaminer.comChristian Higher Education Advertising Supplement

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa St. 
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8188
www.bethel.edu

Bethel Seminary San Diego: a seminary that develops whole and holy globally-minded 
leaders for God’s service. Offering an opportunity for integration, experience and 
development by providing biblical/theological foundation, transformational leader-
ship and spiritual and personal formation via the MDiv, M.A.T.S., M.A.A.M., M.F.T. 
degrees, our distant learning program in children and family ministry - M.A.C.F.M., 
and our Doctor of Ministry.

San Diego Christian College
2100 Greenfi eld Drive
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-800-676-2242
www.sdcc.edu

The SDCC community is marked by a strong sense of family, is focused on 
serving Christ and others, and celebrates the integration of faith and learning. 
Founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye, Art Peters, and Henry Morris, San Diego 
Christian College engages Christians in an academic experience that offers a 
liberal-arts education, promotes an environment of scholarship, and fosters the 
examination of truth.

California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
1-877-CBU-3615
admissions@calbaptist.edu
www.calbaptist.edu

Founded in 1950 by the California Southern Baptist Convention, CBU offers 150 
undergraduate majors and concentrations, plus an additional 33 graduate majors 
and credentials. The campus offers one of the region’s largest aquatic centers 
and the JoAnn Hawkins Music building is one of the nation’s most advanced 
music production and recording facilities. The university has been named the 
2013 U.S. News & World Report Best Regional College.

Southern California Seminary
2075 E. Madison Ave
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-888-389-7244
info@socalsem.edu
www.socalsem.edu

Located in San Diego, SCS is an accredited Seminary offering traditional and 
online programs in Bible, Theology, Counseling, and Psychology. SCS offers eight 
degrees in our undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs: AA and BA in 
Biblical Studies; M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Biblical Studies, Master of 
Divinity (M.Div), Master of Theology (Th.M.), M.A. in Counseling Psychology; 
and Doctorate of Psychology (Psy.D).Patrick Henry College 

10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132 
1-888-338-1776 
admissions@phc.edu 
www.phc.edu 

Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: educa-
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Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering 
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships ce-
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History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Trinity Law School
2200 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
1-800-922-4748 
www.tls.edu

Trinity Law School prepares students by offering a legal education from a bibli-
cal perspective. It is one of the few evangelical law schools with a focus on the 
integration of law and theology. Accredited by the State Bar of California, it is a 
community of professors, lawyers, and students committed to pursuing justice. 
Programs include the Juris Doctor.

Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91182
1-800-2-FULLER
admissions@fuller.edu 
www.fuller.edu

Fuller provides graduate-level education in theology, intercultural studies, and 
psychology. Fuller is intellectually rigorous, culturally engaging, spiritually cul-
tivating, diverse in community, and evangelical in commitment.

Providence Christian College
1539 E Howard St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
1-866-323-0233
www.providencecc.edu

Providence offers the solution to the concerns associated with borrowing money 
to pay for college. All incoming freshmen receive the Loan Repayment Assistance 
Program which guarantees that if your income after graduation is low, you will 
receive assistance in repaying student loans. Combined with our student to 
faculty ratio of 7:1 which insures high academic standards, Providence offers a 
quality, affordable liberal arts education.
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“We are intentional every day about 
investing in the whole student – heart, 
mind, and soul.” 

SDCC professor

San Diego Christian College (SDC), 
founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye, 
Art Peters and Henry Morris, provides a 
Christian liberal-arts education focusing 
on developing the next generation of 
Christian leaders. SDC’s main campus is 
located in sunny San Diego just minutes 
away from local beaches and mountains. 

INTEGRATION of faith and 
learning:

SDC’s academic programs seek 
to prepare you for professional and 
personal success. Whether you are 
interested in online, evening, full-
time, part-time, or even attending our 
Minnesota campus, we have a degree 
program that will fit your needs.

Each major is grounded in Biblical 
truth, framed by a liberal arts perspec-
tive and focused around a major field 
of study.  This curricular approach 
helps you develop a Christ-centered 
worldview.

INVOLVEMENT with the overall 
community:

SDC encourages academic ex-
cellence as well as spiritual growth 
through a variety of challenging educa-
tional programs. Students participate in 
local and global experiences in prepara-
tion for a lifestyle of service leadership. 
Graduates are equipped to bring a high 
level of professionalism and a Christian 

perspective to any environment.
Students have opportunities to par-

ticipate in intercollegiate athletics, in-
tramural activities, student government, 
worship teams, study abroad programs, 
ministry opportunities, flight team, 
speech/debate, student clubs and more.

Additionally, SDC organizes confer-
ences throughout the year focusing on 
relevant topics from leading thinkers, 
practitioners and pastors as we involve 
the local community to bring about 
global outreach opportunities.

INVESTMENT in the whole 
individual:

SDC is a close-knit community 
of students, staff and faculty who 
authentically care about each other’s 
development of a biblical worldview. 
Once you visit our campus, you will see 
just how committed we are to creating 
an environment that brings out the best 
in your development.

An education at SDC is worth the 
investment. SDC strives to make a 
Christian education affordable through 
various grants and scholarships. Over 
95% of students receive financial as-
sistance. Furthermore, our alumni are in 
places of leadership around the world, 
giving you access to a global network.

So, if you are looking for a Christian 
education that will propel your spiritual, 
personal, social and professional devel-
opment, then do not postpose schedul-
ing a visit with an admissions counselor. 
Visit www.sdcc.edu for more informa-
tion about how you can be a part of the 
next generation of Christian leaders. 

Integration, Involvement, 
Investment at SDCC

Doing ministry together
After undergraduate work at the 

University of Colorado, Dan Vander-
warker became involved in Campus 
Crusade. Then he headed west. 

Shannon McGonigal went south 
from Washington to do her un-
dergraduate work at Azusa Pacific 
University. 

Then, in 2006, they both found 
themselves interning in college ministry 
at Emmanuel Faith Community Church 
in Escondido, Calif. It wasn’t long before 
they knew two things: first, they were 
going to get married; and second, they 
were both going to start seminary at 
Bethel Seminary San Diego, Shannon 
in the MFT program and Dan in the 
Master of Divinity (M.Div.).

They began seminary in fall 2007, 
taking many of their classes together, 
and got married their first quarter. But 
it’s not quite what you expect, says 
Dan. “We thought it’d be really fun to 
study and learn together. But we have 
very distinct learning differences,” he 
explains. “I’m much better studying 
at night; Shannon prefers the day. 
And she, of course, gets much better 
grades than I do.”

After a year, however, Shannon 
realized the MFT was not the right fit. 
“I liked my classes, but the thought 
of doing therapy was really stress-
ful,” she explains. “I began praying 
and talking to people who knew me 
really well.” She then switched to the 
M.Div. program with an emphasis on 
pastoral care and counseling, and felt 
much more affirmed in the direction 
of her studies.

Both say one of the biggest ben-
efits of being in a class at the same 
time is the understanding and grace 
afforded each other. “If I have to 

study, even though it’s our day off, 
she totally understands,” says Dan. 

Outside the classroom, they’ve 
been practicing what they’re learning 
together. In summer 2009 they moved 
to Forest Home to be pastors to the 
college-aged students who were on 
the summer staff at the camp. 

 “Camp ministry is unique in that 
it is both very physical and spiri-
tual,” says Dan. “Going into that 
summer with two years at Bethel, 
Forest Home gave us a platform to 
take what we were learning in the 
classroom into real life. We had 
the opportunity to interact with 
families as they were participat-
ing in camp programs and staff as 
they were running them. We even 
had the privilege to start a little 
church service called ‘Church in 
the Woods.’” The service attracted 
both camp staff and locals from the 
surrounding communities.

 “Doing ministry together is where 
we feel most alive,” says Shannon. 
“It’s been a rich experience to be do-
ing it while we’re both in seminary, 
too. What you learn you can apply 
right away–or debunk.”

Now, they’re both at Grace Pres-
byterian Church in Vista where Dan 
is a youth director and Shannon is an 
intern working with adult disciple-
ship. They will graduate in 2012 and 
admit they wonder about future job 
opportunities. “Like everyone else, 
churches are not operating in the 
economic climate,” says Dan. “We’re 
curious if we’ll be able to find two jobs 
in ministry. Each piece of out ministry 
puzzle has been put together as we 
go, though, so we’ll see what God 
has next for us.”
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CBU moves up 16 places in U.S. News Best Colleges rankings
U.S. News & World Report has included California Baptist University 

on its list of the nation’s “Best Colleges” for the eighth straight year. 
CBU is ranked No. 42 in the West in the publication’s “Best Regional 
Universities” category for 2014, up from No. 58 the previous year. The 
ranking places the university in the top tier of educational institutions 
across the nation.

U.S. News & World Report ranked the 1,376 institutions in their 
list using a quantitative system of 16 weighted indicators of academic
excellence, including student selectivity, graduation rates, assessment 
by peer institutions, retention, faculty resources, student selectivity, 
financial resources and alumni giving.

Hobby Lobby donates $5.65 million to California Baptist University
California Baptist University has received the largest gift in the his-

tory of the institution. The gift, Tahquitz Pines Camp in Idyllwild, Calif.,
is valued at $5.65 million and was generously donated by Hobby Lobby 
Stores. The 21-acre property has been used as a Christian camp and
retreat since the 1930s and has been managed by CBU for the past year.

“CBU received confirmation on Aug. 26 of the recording of the deed for
Tahquitz Pines, which is now officially the property of California Baptist 
University,” Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, CBU president, announced in a notice to
university employees. “We are extremely grateful to Hobby Lobby Stores
and reminded of the Scripture that states, ‘Every good thing given and
every perfect gift is from above...’. (James 1:17 NASB)”

CBU again ‘best college’

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.325.5200 

November 15, 2013

Please RSVP to Mitchell Campbell 
mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu or (619) 325-5227

Bethel Seminary San Diego
Distinguished Lecturer Series

 12:00noon The Logical C. S. Lewis: Apologist of Mere Christianity
Refreshments served

 7:00pm The Imaginative C. S. Lewis: Using Fiction in Christian Apologetics
  Refreshments served

“The Legacy of C.S. Lewis”
Jerry Root, Ph.D 
Jerry Root, Ph.D (Open University, England) is Associate Professor at 
Wheaton College, and Associate Director of the Institute for Strategic 
Evangelism at the Billy Graham Center. His teaching interests include 
Christian witness, spiritual formation and leadership.

One of today’s most recognized C.S. Lewis scholars, his publications 
include The Quotable C.S. Lewis (1990), C.S. Lewis and the Problem of Evil 
(2009), The Soul of Lewis: A Meditative Journey through Twenty-Six of His 
Best Loved Writings (2010) and The Sacrament of Evangelism (2011). This 
year’s essay in C.S. Lewis and the Arts furthers his contribution.

In November, Christians worldwide mark the 50th anniversary of Clive 
Staples “Jack” Lewis’ passing. Come join us for events stirring God’s 
gifts of intellect, imagination and fellowship in service to Christ and the 
Kingdom!
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Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry 
College has, in its eventful first 
decade, grown into an influential 
evangelical college attracting high-
caliber Christian students from all 
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic 
programs, exclusive apprenticeships 
in Washington, D.C. and beyond 
and championship debate culture 
prepare leaders for high level service 
in the public square, and led to its 
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a 
recently published book.

Located in Purcellville, Va., less 
than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., Patrick Henry College is 
a classical Christian liberal arts 
college created for students seek-
ing an academically demanding 
education at a school forged from 
America’s founding principles and 
powered by passionate Christian 
discipleship. 

Its unique profile, combining 
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with 
a distinctly Christian worldview, 
has produced graduates who to-
day serve at the highest levels of 
government, business, the legal 
profession, media and academia.

The New Yorker reported in 
2005 that Patrick Henry College 
students held roughly the same 
number of White House intern-
ships as Georgetown, which, for a 
College of roughly 300 students at 
that time, reflected the College’s 
unusually high standing on Capi-
tol Hill. Employers for whom they 
serve agree that PHC students 
excel because of their disciplined 

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.

Many graduates have gone on 
to prestigious graduate schools, 
including Harvard, Yale and Colum-
bia law schools, and presently work 
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI, 
National Geographic, Fox News, 
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchor-
ing its mission to infuse the public 
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists, 
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team 
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has 
won five of the past seven ACMA 
national moot court championships. 

Michael P. Farris, the founder 
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely 
to build an educational institution, 
we wanted to change America. 
Most students who come to PHC 
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”

Reinforcing its mission to im-
pact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core 
curriculums in the country and an 
academic foundation built upon 
the truth found only in Scripture.

To protect itself from govern-
ment regulations and thereby 
safeguard its liberty to teach from 
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its 
operations and facilities are fund-
ed entirely through donations. 

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is 
launching leaders for Christ

Associate through Ph.D.

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT

352-621-4991 or write to us
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

DEGREES 

By Lori Arnold

SANTA ANA — If Chuck Smith 
had been a civil engineer, his em-
pire would have been diverse 
enough to run a small city. But as 
a pastor and leader of Calvary Cha-
pel—an entire movement that re-
shaped traditional church and ad-
vanced the Kingdom through parts 
of six decades—Smith created a 
legacy that helped to bridged this 
sin-infested world with the eternal 
security of heaven for millions of 
unsaved people.

On Oct. 3, Smith, senior Pas-
tor at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, 
earned his eternal reward after a 
19-month battle with lung cancer. 
The 86-year-old father of four never 
smoked in his life. In an interview 
with Assist News Service after his 
diagnosis, Smith was hopeful that 
the cancer had been detected early 
enough. Through most of his treat-

ment, Smith remained active at the 
church and had preached the Sun-
day services at Costa Mesa just a few 
days before his death.

A Southern California surfer, 
known for favoring Hawaiian shirts 
and boasting an enduring smile 
that came to be his trademark, 
Smith was a humble leader who was 
able to speak to the disenfranchised 
young people emerging from the 
’60s counterculture movement. 

Greg Laurie, pastor of Harvest 
Christian Fellowship in Riverside, 
described Smith in a tribute blog as 
a lighthouse who served as a point 
of reference.

“A ‘steady as she goes’ kind of 
person,” Laurie wrote.

In a 2009 interview with the 
Christian Examiner, Smith admitted, 
though, that his fi rst instinct was to 
write off the hippies, homeless and 
druggies as hopeless cases. 

But, with the encouragement of 

Calvary Chapel founder leaves behind a spiritual legacy
Chuck Smith, 86, was monumental 
in discipling Christian leaders

Pastor Chuck Smith enjoys a light moment during a 2009 sermon at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa.

his wife, Kay, the couple opened up 
their home and church to the mot-
ley crews that moved about Orange 
County, launching what was eventu-

ally dubbed the “Jesus Movement.”
“Chuck was one of the most lov-

ing persons who practiced what he 
preached,” said Raul Ries, pastor of 
Calvary Chapel Diamond Bar. “He 
never condemned anyone, but was 
always forgiving and loving. This 
was my pastor for 41 years. He and 
his wife Kay were always servants of 
the Lord. Both Kay and Chuck al-
ways served with great passion and 
loved people unconditionally, no 
matter who it was.”

Rags to spiritual riches
Among those Smith reached out 

to was Steve Mays, now pastor of 
Calvary Chapel South Bay.

“We were a lost generation 
that was blinded by the concept 
of free love, drugs and rock ’n’ 

roll. People were often afraid of 
us, especially the church, but Pas-
tor Chuck, initially inspired by his 
wife Kay, opened the door wide to 
us long-haired, barefooted kids and 
showed us the compassion and love 
of Jesus Christ.”

Mays—a drug abuser who had 
lived on the street and at one point 
had been shot—recounts a time 
when one of the church’s board 
members placed a sign on an ex-
terior glass door that read “Shoes 
Required.”

“I remember as if it was yester-
day,” Mays said. “Pastor Chuck 
took down the sign and told all the 
board members that they would rip 
out the new carpet so that all the 

See CHUCK SMITH, next page
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Chuck Smith addresses the crowd during a 1975 mass baptism service at 
Corona Del Mar beach.

hippies could walk barefoot on the 
concrete before they turn one of 
these lost kids away from what God 
is doing in their lives. I guess that’s 
why we loved him so.”

Because of way the Smiths mod-
eled Christ’s love to the region’s 
scorned, mass baptisms in the Pacif-
ic Ocean became routine, swelling 
the church’s facilities as they minis-
tered in Word and deed.

Since he became the church’s 
pastor in 1965, Smith directed the 
implementation of K-12 schools, a 
preschool, the Maranatha! Music 
label, a publishing house, radio 
stations, a magazine, Scripture 
and sermon translation to improve 
worldwide access to the Scriptures, 
conference centers and a camp. 
Weekly attendance at Costa Mesa is 
running about 10,000.

A mentor to men
While the ministries of Calvary 

Chapel Costa Mesa and its daugh-
ter churches are expansive, Smith’s 

biggest legacy, according to several 
that he mentored, was his com-
mitment to the Scriptures and his 
heart to train young men for the 
ministry, prompting many to call 
him “Papa Chuck.” His philosophy 
was not to build a denominational 
dynasty, but to equip young men 
for discipled service in the name of 
the Lord.

“I didn’t want control; I didn’t 
want responsibility,” Smith told 
the Christian Examiner in 2009. “I 
want to teach responsibility and 
teach them to recognize that I can’t 
be looking over their shoulder. I 
can’t monitor them. They need to 
know that God is looking over their 
shoulder. And God is monitoring 
their lives and ministries.”

Bryan Newberry, senior pastor of 
Calvary Chapel San Diego, said his 
mission has been to follow Smith’s 
lead in shepherding his own con-
gregation.

“I believe when people look 
back in church history at Chuck’s 
life, they will praise God for his 
consistent study and teaching of 

God’s Word,” Newberry said. “It’s 
my prayer that those pastors that 
consider themselves part of Calvary 
Chapel will, in truth, follow Chuck’s 
example, too. As a result, they will 
have the joy of experiencing their 
churches become fl ocks of healthy 
sheep. And, they will fi nd joy in the 
ministry rather than having it bur-
den them.”

Relationships over buildings
Those he trained cite a compas-

sionate man who preferred invest-
ing in people instead of ornate 
temples.

“It was Chuck who encouraged 
Lisa and me to start a home Bible 
study in Chino Hills over 20 years 
ago,” said Jack Hibbs, senior pas-
tor of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills. 
“He was the one who told me it was 
obvious that God had a plan and 
that Calvary Chapel was ordaining 
me into the ministry. I couldn’t see 
it, but he could! He walked us step 
by step through the dynamics and 
challenges of trusting God with a 
growing church.” 

Since Chuck Smith laid the foun-
dation of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa 
with just a few dozen faithful, the 
congregation has grown to about 
10,000; but its reach is even more 
staggering. Although the church 
underwent numerous expansions, 
Smith opted early on to plant more 
churches instead of continually 
expanding its facility.

The result was a movement 
of nearly 2,000 loosely affi liated 
congregations, each autono-
mously led.

By 2009, 11 of the top 100 larg-
est churches in America, accord-
ing to the annual list by Outreach 
Magazine, were Calvary Cha-
pels— including the Costa Mesa 
mother church—combining 
for a total membership of more 
than 113,000 people among 
those mega churches alone. 
They include some of the most 
infl uential churches in Southern 
California, including Harvest 
Christian Fellowship, Maranatha 
Chapel, Calvary Chapel Golden 
Springs, Calvary Chapel Chino 
Valley and Calvary Chapel South 
Bay. The result is a trickle-down 
infl uence in communities across 
the country and abroad as local 

Calvary churches have tried to 
mirror the teaching and minis-
tries of Smith’s church.

Greg Laurie: As senior pastor 
of Harvest Christian Fellowship, 
Laurie created Harvest Crusades 
with the assistance of Smith. Two 
years ago Laurie expanded that 
effort by using satellite and In-
ternet networking through his 
fl edgling Harvest America. 

Raul Ries: With support of his 
Calvary Chapel Diamond Bar, 
Ries hosts his own evangelistic 
outreaches called “Somebody 
Loves You Crusades.” He also has 
a radio program, as does Laurie.

Mike MacIntosh: An early 
mentoree of Smith, MacIntosh 
founded Horizon Christian Fel-
lowship, which has helped to 
plant more than 100 congrega-
tions and parachurch ministries, 
including Maranatha Chapel, 
Horizon University and the Hori-
zon School of Evangelism.

Miles McPherson: San Diego’s 
largest congregation, the Rock 
Church, is not an affi liated Calva-
ry Chapel, but its roots are traced 
to Horizon Christian Fellowship, 
where McPherson was mentored 
and served as youth pastor. 

Trickle down ministry

Mays, from South Bay, agreed, saying 
Smith provided him with the founda-
tional instruction and discipline that 
grounded him and prepared him for 
his own pastoral ministry.

“He also taught me spiritual 
strength, and to have compassion 
for God and others, and most of 
all, a discipline in God’s Word 
that would shape my ministry as a 
teacher of His Word in these last 
days. I don’t know where any of us 

original ‘Jesus people’ would be in 
life had Pastor Chuck not been the 
man of God that He was … and still 
is in glory.”

In his blog about Smith, Laurie 
cautioned his readers to keep the 
accolades in check.

“Chuck would not want us to 
make an idol of him,” the Riverside, 
pastor wrote. “Instead he would 
point us to Jesus Christ and God’s 
Word.”

In addition to baptizing new believers, 
Chuck Smith loved to surf, including 
during a trip to Hawaii’s Diamond 
Head.

CHUCK SMITH…
Continued from last page
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FACILITATORS

Ken & Tonja Peters, James Goll, John Benefi el,
James Maloney, Gershom Sikaala,

Henry & Grace Falany, Fred Berry, Timothy Snodgrass,
A.L. Gill, Pastor Brad Alford, Bill Fowler, David Chun,
Peggy Cole, Meri Crouley, Bruce Cook, Mary Dorian,

Bill Hamon, Samuel Padilla, Rick Wright,
Pastor Gary & Debbie Hornsby, Kari Browning,

David E. Taylor, Dr. Bruno Caporrimo

www.globalcallschooloftheprophets.info

The 2013
Call to Gather the Apostles and Prophets – young 
and senior – Throughout the Nations of the World 

River’s Edge Church
Host Pastor Gary Hornsby

9271 Arrow Route (Route 66)
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

626.372.4163

Sunday, November 24, 2013
5:00 pm 

El Cajon Wesleyan Church

Special presentation

SAN DIEGO — San Diego-based 
band Switchfoot, which released 
Love Alone is Worth the Fight,” its 
fi rst single from its upcoming Fad-
ing West album, pulled air time at 
every Billboard Christian Hot AC/
CHR reporting station in its debut 
week, a fi rst since the chart debuted 
in 2006.

The band will return to San Di-
ego Nov. 5 at the Balboa Theatre. 
The next evening, the group’s tour 
makes a stopover at The Fonda in 
Hollywood.

The song also claims the highest-
ever debut position (No. 34) for the 
Grammy Award-winning Switchfoot 
on the National Christian Audience 
chart. It was also the band’s second 
highest debut position on Hot AC/
CHR singles, hitting No. 19. Switch-
foot has had 17 singles that made 
the chart. “Stars” debuted at No. 18 
in 2005.

The band’s pending album, on 
Atlantic Records/Word, is set to re-
lease Jan. 14.

Fans can get an early copy of the 
song on Switchfoot’s three-song dig-
ital Fading West EP, which released 
Sept. 17. The two other tracks are 
“Who We Are” and “Ba55.” A spe-

cial physical edition of the EP will 
be available only on Switchfoot’s 
fall tour and will feature “Fading 
West,” a bonus track that will not be 
included on the full album.

The 43-city tour began Sept. 24 to 
capacity crowds, selling out at least 
nine venues, and will conclude Nov. 
24 in Abilene, Texas.

At the concerts, fans have an op-
portunity to screen the band’s new 
feature fi lm, “Fading West,” which 
is serving as the opening act of the 
show. Following the tour, the fi lm 
will release Dec. 10 across all cable 
and broadband-based VOD plat-
forms, including iTunes. 

Part rock documentary, part surf 
fi lm and part travelogue, “Fading 
West” offers rare glimpses into the 
longtime surfers on their boards 
and in the waves, captures the fre-
netic energy of their live shows, and 
portrays a journey both epic and 
intimate.

A trailer for the fi lm is posted on 
YouTube.

For more information on Switch-
foot, Fading West, the latest tour 
updates and more, go to www.
switchfoot.com.

Switchfoot returns to its roots Nov. 5 with a concert at Balboa Theatre. The band 
is promoting its latest project, “Facing West.”

Switchfoot busy with 
album, movie and tour

Christian Examiner staff report

EASTON, Md. — Arab Chris-
tians living in the United States 
will now have an opportunity 
to experience the broadcast 
programming enjoyed by their 
Middle Eastern compatriots as 
SAT-7 announces the launch of 
its North American division, be-
ginning on Nov. 3.

Unveiled in 1996, SAT-7 pro-
vides a variety of Christian pro-
gramming over fi ve channels, 
broadcasting in Arabic, Farsi 
and Turkish languages to 15 
million viewers in the Middle 
East and Northern Africa.

“Our viewers can join a 
global fellowship of Christians 
within the privacy of their own 
homes—a signifi cant concern 
for those who live in violence-
stricken or oppressive environ-
ments,” the ministry’s website 
said.

The new division is designed 
to reach the estimated 1.5 mil-
lion Arabic-speaking people liv-
ing in the United States and the 

more than 470,000 persons of 
Arabic descent in Canada. 

San Diego alone has as many 
as 50,000 Iraqi residents, most 
of them Catholic Chaldeans. 
And while Michigan has the 
most Iraqis per capita, Califor-
nia has the highest population 
overall.

“As the Arab population, 
with strong ties to their home-
lands, continues to grow within 
the United States and Canada, 
the launching of SAT-7 North 
America captures a tremendous 
opportunity for quality Arabic 
Christian television program-
ming,” Dr. Terence Ascott, SAT-
7 founder and CEO, said in a 
news release. 

In addition to shows targeting 
the North American audience, 
subscribers will also be able to 
receive special live and inter-
active programming from the 
Middle East and North Africa in 
real-time. 

“We look forward to provid-
ing Arab immigrants and their 
descendants with ‘A Voice from 

Home,’” Ascott said.
SAT-7 offi cials said recent sur-

veys show Arab viewers are loyal 
to their satellite ethnic content 
providers, with an overwhelm-
ing majority receiving their 
programming over satellite, 
yielding a large potential view-
ing audience for SAT-7 North 
America.

“SAT-7 is the pioneer of Ara-
bic satellite broadcast stations in 
the world,” the Rev. Dr. Magdy 
Girgis, Middle East Ministries, 
PCUSA, said in a statement. “It 
is the mother of all Arabic TV 
broadcasting. SAT-7 fi lled the 
Middle East with the gospel 
message when the area lacked 
any TV ministry.”

A wide variety of features will 
include special North American 
programs, as well as popular 
SAT-7 programming currently 
broadcast for ministers, leaders, 
women and children. 

Program topics include kids, 
theological education, leader-
ship training, health and life-
style issues and Middle East 

SAT-7 to bring Arab-American Christians ‘a voice from home’
current events. Upcoming 
promotions include short in-
terviews with North American 
Arabs exploring what it means 
to be an Arab Christian living in 

the United States and Canada.

For more information on the free 
subscription service, visit www.
sat7northamerica.org.
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Independent Beauty Consultant

Sandy Hertzberg
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skin care program for you. All 

basic skin care products are non-
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3 GENERATIONS OF FAMILY ROOFING

Turkeys, food offered 
at block party

SPRING VALLEY — The annual 
Season of Love Community Block 
Party will be held 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Nov. 23 at New Seasons Church. 

During the block party the ministry 
will distribute free turkeys and food 
provided by the San Diego Food Bank 
and Feeding America San Diego.

The event will offer a free lunch, 
clothes, live music and children’s 
activities with various giveaways. 

Numerous social agencies will 
also be on hand to provide infor-
mation to the community.

The church is located at 2300 
Bancroft Drive.

For more information, visit www.
heavens-windows.com or call (619) 
820-2457.

Seminar to explore 
family relationships

CARLSBAD — The seminar 
“Love Doesn’t Have to Hurt: Break-
ing Cycles, Emerging Whole” will 
be presented from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Nov. 2 at the Leo Carrillo 
Ranch conference center.

The event will be hosted by 
Ramona Garretson, a California-
licensed marriage and family thera-
pist whose expertise is reversing 
negative family patterns, and a na-
tionally certifi ed domestic violence 
counselor and JoAnne Wolf, a clini-

cal psychologist who specializes in 
relationship issues, trauma, PTSD, 
anxiety and depression.

Garretson and Wolf will discuss 
way to identify the red fl ags of a 
toxic relationship, vital tools to 
communicate effectively, and how 
to differentiate between healthy 
and unhealthy relationships.

The registration fee is $105, 
which includes lunch.

The center is located at 6250 Fly-
ing L.C. Lane.

For more information, visit www.
RelationshipHealthInstitute.com 
or www.JoAnneWolfPhD.com. 

Lectures to highlight 
C.S. Lewis legacy

SAN DIEGO — The Bethel Semi-
nary San Diego Distinguished Lec-
turer Series continues at noon Nov. 
15 with the “The Legacy of C.S. 
Lewis.”

The fi rst of two presentations will 
be “The Logical C. S. Lewis: Apolo-
gist of Mere Christianity” at noon 
and “The Imaginative C. S. Lewis: 
Using Fiction in Christian Apolo-
getics” at 7 p.m.

The program, which coincides 
with the 50th anniversary of his 
Nov. 22 passing, will feature Jerry 
Root, Ph.D, an associate profes-
sor at Wheaton College, and asso-
ciate director of the Institute for 
Strategic Evangelism at the Billy 
Graham Center. His teaching in-

terests include Christian witness, 
spiritual formation and leader-
ship.

Root is considered to be one of 
today’s foremost C.S. Lewis schol-
ars. His publications include “The 
Quotable C.S. Lewis,” “C.S. Lewis 
and the Problem of Evil,” “The 
Soul of Lewis: A Meditative Jour-
ney through Twenty-Six of His Best 
Loved Writings” and “The Sacra-
ment of Evangelism”. 

The seminary is located at 6116 
Arosa St. 

To make reservations, send an 
email to mitchell-campbell@beth-
el.edu.

For more information, call (619) 
325-5227.

“The People’s Choice”

Family owned and operated 
by Curtis & Ann Duggan

Providing excellent service 
and repairs since 1989

Quality | Timely Repairs
Satisfi ed Customers

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655

Companies

SAN DIEGO — Ignition 2013, 
a conference for teenagers and 
young adults, will be held Dec. 27 
to 28 at the Manchester Grand Hy-
att on downtown’s waterfront. A 
twin conference will be held the 
same weekend in Santa Clara.

The conference is sponsored by 
the California Southern Baptist 
Convention and includes activities 
designed to serve students seek-
ing spiritual training and ministry 
opportunities for the unchurched 
and unsaved. It is expected to draw 
guests from throughout Southern 
California.

“The one overriding purpose 
is to provide a starting point—an 
‘ignition,’ if you will—for individ-
ual students to grow in their rela-
tionship with Christ and for youth 
groups to begin new ways of coop-
erating to fulfi ll the mission of the 

Kingdom in their local communi-
ties,” the event literature said.

Although affi liated with the 
CSBC, the conference content is 
non-denominational in nature 
and suitable for most evangelical 
churches. Students must attend as 
part of a church youth group.

Admission is open to students 
from middle school through col-
lege-age.

Speakers and musicians to be 
featuring during the event include 
evangelist Clayton King, who has 
spoken to almost 2 million people 
in 44 states and 22 countries; Tra-
vis Ryan, a worship leader for Life-
Point Church in Nashville, Tenn., 
who is making his fi fth appearance 
at Ignition; Chris Simning, an inter-
national speaker whose testimony 
centers on his own story from bro-
kenness to how God brings heal-

ing to the wounded of heart even 
in the worst circumstances; Dex 
Alexander, a native Southern Cali-
fornian and former member the All 
Together Separate band who now 
serves as creative director at San-
dals Church in Riverside; Firefl ight, 
the Grammy Award-nominated, fe-
male-fronted rock act; and Flame, 
a four-time Dove Award and three-
time Stellar Award nominee.

Tickets purchased by the end 
of October are $69. Tickets pur-
chased between Nov. 1 and Dec. 15 
are $74. Admission at the door is 
$80. The registration fee includes 
all sessions, breakouts, community 
groups, programs, wristbands, and 
a conference T-shirt for those regis-
tering by Dec. 1.

For more information, visit www.
studentignition.com.

Youth conference scheduled during Christmas break

Spurgeon highlighted 
in one-man show

SAN DIEGO — St. Stephen’s Ca-
thedral Church of God in Christ will 
present “An Evening with Charles 
Spurgeon,” a dramatic production 
on the famed 1800s preacher, at 6 
p.m. Dec. 1. 

The production will feature Dave 
Aranda-Richards, who uses a period 
costume, natural beard and slight Brit-
ish accent to bring back to life sermons 
of the noted British preacher. 

Aranda-Richards said he studies 
Spurgeon weekly in an effort to “learn 
more of his heart.” Since there were no 
recordings during Spurgeon’s lifetime, 
one of the actor’s primary training tools 
is the book “Lectures to My Students,” 
in which the 19th century preacher 
shared much of his preaching style 
and mannerisms.

“Pastors of all denominations 
have studied him for years and will 
continue to do so in the future,” 
said Bishop George McKinney, pas-
tor of St. Stephen’s. “Charles Spur-
geon was known by his peers as the 
‘Prince of Preachers,’ though he 

never earned an academic degree.” 
By age 16 he was pastoring his 

fi rst church. At 19 he became pas-
tor of London’s famed New Park 
Street Chapel. Within a year, the 
teen’s congregation outgrew the 
church building prompting Spur-
geon to preach two services at 
London’s Surrey Music Hall to ac-
commodate the 25,000 people who 
attended the church’s services. 

The church is located at 5825 Im-
perial Ave.

For more information, call (619) 
262-2671.

Bazaar to benefi t 
Wounded Warriors

SAN MARCOS — Woodland Park 
Bible Church will hold a Christmas 
Bazaar at 10 a.m. Nov. 23.

The event, a fundraiser for the 
Wounded Warriors, will feature 
crafts, live performances, food and 
special activities for children.

The church is located at 1093 
Rock Springs Road.

For more information, visit www.
wpbible.org or call (760) 744-9242.

Jerry Root, Ph.D, will present two 
lectures on the legacy of C.S. Lewis 
at Bethel Seminary on Nov. 15, in 
commemoration of Lewis’ death 50 
years ago.
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

5:30pm. Rancho Mirage Country Club, 
38-500 Bob Hope Drive, Rancho Mirage. 
$30/person, $55/couple. By Umbrella 
Ministries • RSVP (Nov. 9) • (760) 880-
2909, umbrellaministries.org

NOV 16 • SATURDAY
Engage 2013 Conference, with Jeff My-
ers, Marvin Olasky, John Stonestreet & 
more, 9am-4pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Camp Rd., La Mesa, $25-75. By Sum-
mit Ministries and World Magazine • 
worldmag.com/engage

Craft & Collectibles Faire, 8am-2pm. 
Mission Valley Christian Fellowship, 
6536 Estrella Ave., San Diego • (619) 
683-7729, mvcf.com

AIM San Diego West hosts Italian Dinner 
& Silent Auction, 5pm. San Diego Grace 
Brethren Church, 3455 Atlas St., San 
Diego. $5 dinner • aimsdwest.org

NOV 18 • MONDAY
Craft & Collectible Fair, 8am-2pm. Mis-
sion Valley Christian Fellowship, 6536 Es-
trella Ave., San Diego • (619) 683-7729

San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club luncheon, 11:30am. Lake San 
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo 
Drive, San Marcos. $18 reservations. By 
Stonecroft Ministries • (760) 432-0772, 
(760) 471-7059

NOV 20 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connec-
tion lunch meeting, with Shelly Weaver 
speaking, 11:30am. Chula Vista Golf 
Course, 4475 Bonita Rd., Bonita. $17 
• (619) 422-1628

NOV 21 • THURSDAY
Professional Women’s Fellowship, lunch 
meeting. 12-1:30pm. Handlery Hotel, 
950 Hotel Circle N., San Diego • pwfsd.
org/meetings.php

Men With a Purpose. 12-1:30pm, Double-
tree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, San 
Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688

NOV 22-23 • FRI-SAT
“One Bethlehem Night” Christmas musi-
cal. Fri. 7pm & Sat. 3 & 6pm. San Diego 
Grace Brethren Church, 3455 Atlas St., 
San Diego. $5.15. By Heritage Christian 
School Drama • hcssd.org

“Judah Arising,” worship experience 
featuring Chuck Pierce and hosted by 
Limitless Realms Int’l. Ministries. Fri. 
7pm, Sat. 9:30am-9:30pm, Balboa Park 
Organ Pavilion • limitlessrealmsintl.org

NOV 23 • SATURDAY
Season of Love Community Block Party, 
9am-2pm, New Seasons Church, 2300 
Bancroft Dr., Spring Valley. Distribution 
of free food and clothes to the needy, 
music, children’s activities • (619) 820-
2457, heavens-windows.com

Christmas Bazaar, fundraiser for 
Wounded Warriors. 10am. Woodland 
Park Bible Church, 1093 Rock Springs 
Rd., San Marcos. Free • (760) 744-9242, 
wpbible.org

NOV 24 • SUNDAY
Alternative Christmas Faire, 11:15am-
1pm. Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
3598 Talbot St., Point Loma • (619) 
223-3193, westminstersd.org

Liberty Quartet in concert, 5pm. El Cajon 
Wesleyan Church, 1500 E. Lexington 
Ave., El Cajon. Love offering • (619) 
440-4452, (619) 442-5941

NOV 28 • THURSDAY
Thanksgiving dinner served at The Salva-
tion Army Oceanside, 11am-1pm, 3935 
Lake Blvd., Oceanside • (760) 631-8212

NOV 29-DEC 24
“A Christmas Carol,” live 1940s radio 
play, Cygnet Theatre, 4040 Twiggs St., 
San Diego • cygnettheatre.com, (619) 
337-1525

DEC 1 • SUNDAY
St. Stephen’s Cathedral COGIC hosts 
“An Evening with Charles Spurgeon,” 
a dramatic production featuring Dave 
Aranda-Richards, 6pm. Main Sanctuary, 
5825 Imperial Ave., San Diego. Free • 
(619) 262-2671

DEC 4 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘SEZ’ #80 Responsive 
vs Reactive Relationships with Dr. Joe 

Price, 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

DEC 5 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoptions 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio 
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free • 
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

DEC 6 • FRIDAY
Christmas Under the Stars event with 
Astronomer Spike Psarris presenting a 
Christmas message, 5-9pm. Nativity pet-
ting zoo, Christmas carolers, Christmas 
cookies & more. Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, San-
tee • (619) 599-1104, creationsd.org

DEC 7-8 • SAT-SUN
“Joy to the World” Christmas production 
with the Shadow Mountain Choir and 
Orchestra and featuring guest soloist, Joi 
Bowling. Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Drive, El Cajon 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

Vanguard Productions presents The 
2013 Youth Christmas Show “A Christ-
mas Carol.” Sat. 5pm & Sun. 3pm. 3598 
Talbot St., Point Loma • (619) 224-6263, 
westminstersd.org

“I’ll Be Home for Christmas” Broadway-
style musical, 6pm both nights. City View 
Church, 8404 Phyllis Place, San Diego. 
$5 • (858) 560-1870, CityViewSD.com

DEC 9 • MONDAY
The Jubilee Christmas Tour with Legacy 
Five, Greater Vision & Booth Brothers, 
7pm. Liberty Baptist Church, 1000 
Bison Ave., Newport Beach. $20-30. 
By IMC Concerts • 1-800-965-9324, 
imcconcerts.com

DEC 13 • FRIDAY
REJOICE! 2013 Concert Series Christ-
mas Concert with Joyful Noise Choir & 
Pacifi c Sound, 7pm. Lakeside Community 
Presbyterian Church, 9908 Channel Rd., 
Lakeside • (619) 443-1021

DEC 14 • SATURDAY
Rock Church hosts Toys for Joy, com-
munity service event. Lincoln • therock-
sandiego.org

DEC 14-15 • SAT-SUN
The Journey of Christmas “Joy to the 
World” with guest artist, Drew Cline. 
Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9 & 10:45am. Shadow 
Mountain Community Church, 2100 
Greenfi eld Drive, El Cajon • (619) 440-
1802, shadowmountain.org

DEC 19 • THURSDAY
Professional Women’s Fellowship, break-
fast meeting. 7:30-9am. Handlery Hotel, 
950 Hotel Circle N., San Diego • pwfsd.
org/meetings.php

Men With a Purpose, with Bill Armstrong 
speaking. 12-1:30pm, Doubletree by 
Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, San Diego, 
$20 • (619) 222-3688

DEC 21-22 • SAT-SUN
The Journey of Christmas “Joy to the 
World” with special music by Wes Hamp-
ton of the Gaither Vocal Band. Sat. 5pm 
& Sun. 9 & 10:45am. Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Drive, El Cajon • (619) 440-1802, 
shadowmountain.org

DEC 24 • TUESDAY
Candlelight Christmas Eve Services. 2, 
4 & 6pm. Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Drive, El Cajon 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

DEC 27-28 • FRI-SAT
Ignition Student Conference with Clayton 
King, Chris Simning, Firefl ight, Flame 
& more. Manchester Grand Hyatt, San 
Diego. $69-80. By California Southern 
Baptist Convention • (559) 256-0859, 
studentignition.com

FEB 9 • SUNDAY
Freedom Singers in concert, 6pm. Faith 
Bible Fellowship, 9971 Mission Gorge 
Rd., Santee. Love offering • (619) 596-
0296, (619) 442-5941

FEB 13 • THURSDAY
“A Voice for Life” with Lila Rose of Live 
Action, 7-9pm, St. Michael’s Parish, 
Poway. By Life Choices Poway • lifechoic-
espoway.org

OCT 26 • SATURDAY
Holiday Craft Bazaar, 9am. 4170 Balboa 
Ave., San Diego. By The Salvation Army 
• (858) 483-1831, sandiegocitadel.com

The San Diego Lowrider Gospel Fest with 
food boxes, & giveaways for bicycles, 
scooters & skateboards. Rosa Park, Lan-
dis Street, San Diego • (619) 384-6579

“Ask: Because Your Questions Matter,” 
a youth apologetics event, 10am-4pm, 
LifeBridge Church, 17645 W. Bernardo 
Dr., San Diego. Free • (858) 692-5192, 
sdask.com

Senior Pastors & Leadership Workshop 
with Dr. Craig & Darlene Ponder, “Upgrade 
Your Church for Economic Success,” 
10am-12noon, Jacobs Center, 404 Eu-
clid Ave., San Diego • 1-800-681-3284, 
kdievents.org

OCT 26-27 • SAT-SUN
Ken Sande’s Relational 360 Seminar, 
9am. Bethel Baptist Church, 855 Broth-
erton Rd., Escondido. $25 donation 
• (760) 428-8823, rw360.org

OCT 27 • SUNDAY
REJOICE! 2013 Concert Series with The 
Bunnell Strings, 4pm. Lakeside Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church, 9908 Channel 
Rd., Lakeside • (619) 443-1021

Harvest Festival, 4-8pm, Mission Valley 
Christian Fellowship, 6536 Estrella Ave. 
Free family event with rides, games, 
food, candy • (619) 683-7729, mvcf.com

Leeland in concert. C3 Church, San Diego 
• (760) 804-8524

OCT 31 • THURSDAY
Harvest Festival, 4-8pm. Mission Valley 

Christian Fellowship, 6536 Estrella Ave., 
San Diego • (619) 683-7729

NOV 2  • SATURDAY
Holiday Bazaar 2013, church mission & 
school fundraiser with 20 vendors & kids 
corner, 9am. Faith Lutheran Church, 700 
E. Bobier, Vista. Free • (760) 724-7700

“Love Doesn’t Have to Hurt” relationship 
seminar, 9am-4:30pm. Rancho Carrillo 
Conference Center, 6250 Flying LC Lane, 
Carlsbad. $105/person, lunch provided 
• (951) 775-6280, (858) 610-5052, 
RelationshipHealthInstitute.com, JoAn-
neWolfPhD.com

Kutless in concert, 7pm. The Rock 
Church, 2277 Rosecrans St., San Diego 
• (619) 226-7625

NOV 3 • SUNDAY
“OOH La-La” pre-Christmas Tea fundrais-
er for WROTE Ministries, 1:15-4:15pm, 
Rancho Santa Fe. Speakers on starting 
a business, music by violinist Caroline 
Kornelsen, featured speaker Eileen 
Marx. Also hat fashion show, door prizes, 
silent auction • Tickets, (858) 759-2554, 
(760) 644-4767

NOV 6 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘SEZ’ #79 Healthy Relation-
ship Boundaries with Dennis Estill, 6:45-
8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., 
La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

NOV 7 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoptions 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio 
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free • 
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

Annual Banquet for Turning Point Preg-
nancy Resource Center, 6:45-9pm, Mar-
riott Del Mar • RSVP (858) 457-7800

NOV 8 • FRIDAY
Kings & Queens Tour 2013 with Audio 
Adrenaline & Stellar Kart, 7pm. Calvary 
Chapel Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way, 
Oceanside • (760) 754-1234

NOV 9 •   SATURDAY
San Diego Women’s Connection with Mar-
lene Paltza speaking, 11:30am-1:30pm. 
Best Western Seven Seas, 411 Hotel Circle, 
South, San Diego. $22 • (619) 670-3833, 
sdwomensconnection@yahoo.com

NOV 11 • MONDAY
Women’s Ministries presents Angela 
Thomas, speaking. Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Drive, El Cajon • (619) 440-1802

El Cajon Aglow with Dr. Marie Chap-
ian speaking, 6:30pm. First Lutheran 
Church, Tedrahan Hall, 867 South 
Lincoln, El Cajon 

NOV 11-14 • MON-THU
Calvary Chapel Worship Leaders Confer-
ence 2013. Musical guests All Sons & 
Daughters and Phil Wickham. Calvary 
Chapel Conference Center, Murrieta Hot 
Springs • ccwlc.org

NOV 11-16 • MON-SAT
“Global Call” School of the Prophets, River’s 
Edge Church, 9271 Arrow Route (Route 66), 
Rancho Cucamonga • globalcallschoolof-
theprophets.info, (626) 372-4163

NOV 15 • FRIDAY
Bethel Seminary Distinguished Lecturer 
Series, “The Legacy of C.S. Lewis,” with 
Jerry Root speaking, 12noon (The Logical 
C.S. Lewis) & 7pm (The Imaginative C.S. 
Lewis). 6116 Arosa St., San Diego. RSVP 
• (619) 325-5227, mitchell-campbell@
bethel.edu

Journey of the Heart couples dinner with 
Cliff & April Carey speaking, for those 
you have experienced the loss of a child. 

OCT 31 • THURSDAY (cont.)

NOV 7 • THURSDAY (cont.) NOV 15 • FRIDAY (cont.) DEC 4 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)
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What would YOU do 
during a time of 

GREAT INJUSTICE?
Learn how you can make a difference 

against the great injustice of abortion

Turning Point Pregnancy Resource Center 
invites you to attend their 

FREE Annual Banquet
at the Marriott Del Mar

RSVP is required

National pro-life leader 
to appear in Poway

POWAY — Life Choices presents 
“A Voice for Life with Lila Rose” 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Feb. 13 at Saint Mi-
chael’s Parish.

Rose is founder and president 
of Live Action, an undercover or-
ganization dedicated to using new 
media to expose the threats against 
the preborn by abortion clinics 
across the country. Her ministry has 
exposed numerous cases of abor-
tion clinic workers violating state 
and federal laws by failing to report 
statutory rape and coaxing poten-
tial clients in how to subvert the law. 

Tickets go on sale Nov. 13.
For more information, visit www.

livecction.org or www.lifechoicespoway.
org.

32nd annual teen 
convention comes to SD

SAN DIEGO — The Regional Teen 
Convention, now in its 32nd year, will be 
held June 20 to 21, 2014 in San Diego.

Over the years, the Teen Conven-
tion has helped to introduce a gen-
eration of young souls to the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ by offering 
them alternatives to a lifestyle fi lled 
with crime, drugs, teenage preg-
nancy, imprisonment, and educa-
tional dropout. 

What began as a Children’s Day 
program for kids in South-Central Los 
Angeles has now grown into biannual 
conventions throughout California and 
Washington state that bring together 
thousands of youth and young adults 
from across America for religious edu-
cation workshops, character develop-
ment seminars, recreational activities 
and competitions, mass choir musicals, 
and dynamic worship services. 

More details will be released as 
the event draws nearer.

For more information, visit www.
regionalteenconvention.org.

Alternative gift fair in 
Point Loma

POINT LOMA — Westminster 
Presbyterian Church will hold an 
Alternative Christmas Faire from 
11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 24.

The church is located at 3598 
Talbot St.

For more information, visit www.
westminstersd.org or call (619) 
223-3193.

Two-day worship event 
at Balboa Park

SAN DIEGO — “Judah Arising,” 
a free two-day worship experience, 
will be held Nov. 22 and 23 at Bal-
boa Park Organ Pavilion.

The Friday event begins at 7 
p.m., with the Saturday session run-
ning from 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Hosted by Limitless Realms Inter-
national Ministries, the event will 
include people from throughout 
San Diego’s worship community.

Chuck Pierce is the special guest 
for the event.

Non-perishable food items will 
be collected for distribution to the 
area’s needy.

For more information, visit www.
limitlessrealmsintl.org.

Christmas drama and 
silent auction

SAN DIEGO — Heritage Chris-
tian School will present the Christ-
mas musical “One Bethlehem 
Night” at 7 p.m. Nov. 22 and 3 and 
7 p.m. Nov. 23 at San Diego Grace 
Brethren Church.

A silent auction will be held at 
each performance.

Admission is $5.15 per person.
The church is located at 3455 At-

las St.
For more information, visit www.

hcssd.org.

Baja ministry 
seeks funds to ship 
supplements

SAN DIEGO — Hilarious Givers, 
a locally based ministry that serves 
undernourished children in Baja 
California, is seeking donations to 
pay shipping costs for a container 
carrying 35 pallets of nutritional 

meal packets called MannaPacks. 
Feed My Starving Children in Coon 

Rapids, Minn., is providing the free 
packets, but Hilarious Givers is respon-
sible for the shipping costs, estimated 
to be $3,200, or about 7 cents per six-
serving package.

Each pack contains six nutrition-
packed servings of fortifi ed rice 
and soy, designed to replace the 
less healthy Mexican staples of corn 
meal, lard and salt.

Pallets can be sponsored for $91; 
or 10 cases of 36 MannaPacks are 
$25 to ship. 

For more information, visit www.
hilariousgivers.org.

 

Mimes featured 
at dinner benefi t

SAN DIEGO — AIM San Diego 
West will hold a benefi t Italian 
Dinner and Silent Auction begin-
ning at 5 p.m. Nov. 16 at San Diego 
Grace Brethren Church.

Mime showcases will be present-
ed at 5:45 and 6:45 p.m. The silent 
auction will run from 5 to 6:40 p.m.

The church is located at 3455 At-
las St.

The cost of dinner is $5.
For more information, send an 

email to aimsdwest@gmail.com or 
visit www.aimsdwest.org. 

Mission Valley church
to hold craft fair

SAN DIEGO — Mission Valley 
Christian Fellowship will host a 
Craft and Collectible Faire from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov. 18 in the church 
parking lot.

Vendor applications are wel-
come.

The church is also sponsoring a 
Harvest Festival from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Oct. 31. The event will include 
rides, games, candy, food and 
drink.

The church is located at 6536 Es-
trella Ave.

For more information, visit www.
mvcf.org or call (619) 683-7729. 

 

City View to host 
Christmas production

SAN DIEGO — City View Church 
will present its Broadway-style musi-
cal “I’ll Be Home For Christmas,” a 
heart-stirring story of a family living 
in New York City during World War 
II, at 6 p.m. Dec. 7 and 8.

Chuck Pierce, left, and Rabbi Joel 
Liberman of the Tree of Life Messianic 
Jewish Congregation will both be part 
of “Judah Arising” on Nov. 22 and 23 
at Balboa Park.

The production features a live 
orchestra, full choir, drama, chore-
ography and a message of hope for 
the entire family. 

The military will be honored dur-
ing the program.

Tickets are $5 and may be pur-
chased online, at the church offi ce 
or at the door. Active military and 
their immediate families will be ad-
mitted for free.

The church, formerly San Diego 
First Assembly is located at 8404 
Phyllis Place. For more informa-
tion, visit www.cityviewsd.com or 
call (858) 560-1870. 

Voices for Children gala 
raises $1.25 million

SAN DIEGO — Voices for Chil-
dren, which manages the volunteer 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
program, raised a record $1.25 mil-
lion at its 11th annual gala, held 
Sept. 28 at Rancho Valencia Resort 
in Rancho Santa Fe. 

More than 350 supporters attended 
Voices for Children’s signature event. 
The money will be used to support the 

recruitment, training and management 
of its volunteers. 

“Voices for Children works tire-
lessly to serve our community’s 
vulnerable foster youth, many of 
whom are in dire need of advocacy, 
encouragement, and hope,” said 
Lisette Farrell, who serves on the 
Voices board of directors. 

In addition to the amount raised 
at the gala, Voices for Children of-
fi cials said the gala marked the offi -
cial launch of a separate $2 million 
matching gift campaign, thanks 
to an anonymous donor who has 
pledged to match—dollar for dol-
lar—all gifts from new donors and 
increased gifts from current donors 
through June 2014, up to $1 mil-
lion. 

The $2 million Voices for Chil-
dren hopes to raise through that 
campaign will fund CASAs for at 
least 800 foster children and case 
fi le assessment for more than 2,400 
children in foster care. The $1 
million net raised at Starry, Starry 
Night does not include contribu-
tions that will qualify for matching 
funds.
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John B. Little
Attorney at Law

Personal Injury 
& Accident Cases

— 2013 San Diego Magazine: TOP LAWYERS IN SAN DIEGO —

 Auto/Bike Accidents

 Slip & Fall Accidents

 Dog Bites

 Wrongful Death
FREE consultation

More than 35 years experience

No attorney fees until you win!

Callahan, Little & Sullivan
2533 South Coast Highway, Suite 280, Cardiff, CA 92007

North County 760.633.3332
San Diego 858.481.6111

HEIDA’S  A/C & HEATING
Residential | Commercial

Installation Service & Repair
All Makes - All Models

Free Estimates on Installs

Family Operated for 35 Years

(619) 447-4744

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California

By Lori Arnold

HOLLYWOOD — Decades removed 
from “LA Law,” the TV drama that 
launched him to stardom, and nearly 
200 other small and big screen credits 
to his name, Corbin Bernsen stood 
holding a bag with his father’s ashes and 
pondered the question that transcends 
our station in life. Rich or poor. Old or 
young. Celebrity or hermit.

“I studied that bag and asked myself, 
‘Now what? Is that it for him? Is this all 
there is?’” the actor said. “That led me 
to start looking inward and ‘upward’ for 
higher purpose and meaning. Death 
can do one of several things to you; 
break you or make you. I chose to let 
it make me. So began my journey to 
understand my relationship with what 
I had always called ‘the great mystery.’”

For Bernsen, that journey coalesced 
at the intersection of his father’s pass-
ing, his own aging and the reality of a 
movie industry obsessed with youth.

“The creation of that fantastic inter-
section alone is enough proof of God 
for me; what He wants for me to do,” 
Bernsen said.

Seeing God’s provision at work in 
the midst of the fi ckle endeavors of 
fi lmmaking only served to underscore 
his belief in God.

“To make our fi lms is extremely 
diffi cult on the budget levels we have 
and the size of our goals,” Bernsen said 
of his fi lm company Team Cherokee 
Productions. “Some have even said we 
are unrealistic. But that hasn’t stopped 
me. Because of that I often fi nd myself 
in a deep hole, mid-production, in 
need of something that seems almost 
impossible. Then out of the blue the 
solution comes forth. And often it isn’t 
the very thing I needed, but an alter-
nate solution, a better solution. It goes 
way beyond ‘necessity is the mother of 
invention.’ This is Divine intervention. 
I’m certain of it.

“And it happens over and over, every 
fi lm, every time I go into a creative 
mode, even writing a script. It is simply 
astounding and not, as I’ve come to 
learn, what I once thought to be merely 
‘coincidence.’ It is the presence of the 
Lord, taking my hand and showing me 
the way when I stumble. Period.”

In recent years, Bernsen has focused 
on faith-based fi lms, now considered 
a hot commodity in the once-hostile 
Hollywood. His latest project, “Beyond 
the Heavens,” has just been released 
on DVD through EchoLight Studios, 
which is headed by former U.S. Sen. 
Rick Santorum, a 2012 presidential 

candidate. In addition to writing the 
screenplay, Bernsen stars as Gus Henry, 
father of the lead character, Oliver 
Henry (Nathan Gamble) a 12-year-old 
boy who struggles with family dysfunc-
tion and turns to science to answer his 
questions. Ultimately his journey leads 
back to faith.

Although a fi ctional account, Bern-
sen said Oliver Henry’s journey closely 
mirrors his own.

“I wrote the movie to explore some-
thing that has been a long-standing 
source of exploration and curiosity 
that has always fascinated me,” the 
writer/director said. “While both sci-
ence and faith—religion—have their 
important places in our lives, which 
one, if any, takes the lead? Or do they 
‘share a prescription’ for the way I 
move forward on my journey here on 
earth? This has been something that 
has fascinated me since I was a child. 
God or Science? Which do I believe? 
Which comes fi rst? Can they work 
hand in hand? I would call it ‘the great 
mystery of the universe.’”

Movies with a message
Bernsen said his goal as a fi lmmaker 

extends well beyond creating 60 or 90 
minutes of wholesome entertainment.

“I like to raise questions, make us 
think,” he said. “I believe, personally, 
that God wants us to question, to think, 
to ponder the larger picture. He ulti-
mately trusts that, if we do this, then 
we will eventually get to know Him, 
truthfully, personally. 

“I think this is what is important, that 
we get to know God on a personal level, 
through our personal exploration and 
not because we are told to know God, 
‘or else.’ Maybe that is one of the deeper 
messages” of ‘Beyond the Heavens.’” 

The fi lmmaker said that even as 
the young hero, Oliver, makes the 
ultimate discovery about faith, he also 
determines that “science and nature, 
too, have their place.”

“I hope that viewers take several 
things away from the story. First and 
foremost is to explore their faith and, 
yes, feel the freedom to question it; to 
feel the right to question things that 
have (been) drilled into us. Right now 
the world is upside down and we natu-
rally question bigger topics, not the 
least of which is God, His very existence! 
How can God let these things happen? 
I want people to question, to explore. 

“Second, I suppose I would like 
to suggest that while science and 
nature have given us great answers, 
solutions and cures, there still exists 

an even higher power that stands 
above it all.”

Realistic scripts
As a storyteller for the masses, Bern-

sen said he believes that as faith-based 
fi lms gain ground it is imperative that 
they present a realistic look at life to 
maintain credibility.

“We might have to venture into dark 
areas, truthfully, which commonly 
don’t occur in Christian fi lmmaking,” 
he said. “I don’t want to preach to the 
choir or make movies just to make a 
quick buck from people who already 
know the love of Christ. Rather, I want 
to change lives of those ‘outside the 
circle’ and bring people to a place 
where they’ll consider Christ, consider 
God and what it truly means to be 
Christian and not the perceived mean-
ing that makes news. I’m not there yet, 
but I’m getting closer and braver, to be 
utterly honest.”

While Bernsen admits his journey 
is far from over, he is confi dent about 
his mission. 

“I feel, without a doubt, that my call-
ing is to bring people to faith who have 
either never explored it or have been 
driven away from it for various reasons 
over the past half century,” he said. 

“Generally speaking we seem to have 
forgotten the love and compassion 
that Christ taught us, and instead we 
focus on being ‘right.’ We focus on 
fear. That is driving people away from 
faith. I want to change that. I know, in 
my heart, how important it is for people 
to at least explore faith, the teachings 
of Christ and God. I know what fullness 
it brings to a life.”

Shunning fear
Still, Bersen said he understands 

that speaking such truth can come at 
a steep price.

“I could argue that it might even 
be part of the reason I’m not a ‘big-
ger name’ celebrity,” he said. “I don’t 
hide much. It’s my hope and prayer 
that God will continue to give me the 
green light … to carry on and deliver 
me from the fear of being ‘incorrect’ 
or worse, politically correct. 

“Now, more than ever, we need truth, 
personal and God-given truths, to be 
revealed. That is what I want for my 
fi lms. That is what I want for my fellow 
man. It is the only path to Him and this 
extraordinary gift of life we all share.... 
Phew, sounds like an epic fi lm!”

For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/beyondtheheavens.

Actor and director Corbin Bernsen, right, stars in a scene from “Beyond the Heavens,” which he wrote. Also starring in the 
fi lm is Nathan Gamble, left, and Dendrie Taylor.

Beyond entertainment
Actor Bernsen fi nds faith in fi lmmaking
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Find us online at
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 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50
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}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $
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Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND 
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:
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Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California Minnesota
❑  San Diego Co. ❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul

❑  Inland Empire On-line
❑  Orange Co. ❑  Internet 

❑  Los Angeles Co. 
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like to “link” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.

 Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

 Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

Lic #420564 John 3:3,16

GMD Company

PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES 

(619) 244-9380
www.gmdcompany.comBonded/Insured

 Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
 Residential / Commercial
 Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
 Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
 Cabinet Staining & Finishing
 Drywall & Texturing
 Acoustic Ceiling Removal
 Finish Carpentry
 Stucco / Wood Repair

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

HEALTH CARE
CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS 

SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

“Samaritan Ministries members 
prayed for us and sent us the 

$50,000 we needed to pay for our 
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada. 

My family’s monthly share is $315.”

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,  

call 888-268-4377 or 
email info@samaritanministries.org

Bruce G.

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

Sharon Jahr
Life and Health Coach

619.917.9157
SoCal.trevobuilder.com

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

 Restore.
  Renew.
   Revive.

Young Actors Camp
A boarding Film Acting 
program in Los Angeles

www.youngactorscamp.com

Application 
deadline 
Nov. 5th909.268.0615

AN AMAZING 
EXPERIENCE!

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“Free Discount Card” to fi rst 1,000 sign-ups at 
www.sdseeker.com. 

Computer person to help me sell old China by She 
Nango on eBay. (858) 273-3319.

BOOKS 
The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” are explained 
in the Bible, by God! Read the new book “Last 
call? (Subtitled: A Christian Challenge to Atheists, 
Agnostics, & Skeptics!) Information for Christians! A 
challenge to non-Christians! See www.hisserv.com 
for Web special price $6.00.

Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 
598-8968. Nondenominational.

CHURCH/SCHOOL 
SPACE FOR RENT 

Three locations: National City - 4,500 SF church/
school with parish hall, outdoor play area and 
classrooms. Rancho Penasquitos - 4,500 SF church 
with parish hall, classrooms and offi ce space. 
Mission Valley - 15,000 church facility, shared 
use, auditorium seats 350, available Sundays. 
Contact Cushman & Wakefi eld’s Religious Facilities 
Group, Robert Fletcher at 858-558-5618 or robert.
fl etcher@cushwake.com.

EDUCATION 
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED 
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.

Advertising Sales. Experienced sales person 
needed for San Diego East County magazine. 
Independent, self-motivator, work from home. 
Growth opportunity. Send resumé to jobs@chris-
tianexaminer.com.

HOUSING RENT TO OWN 
New condo R.S.F. Mission Hills, Downtown hill-
crest. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, two garage. Secure. 
(619) 793-9121

MINISTRIES 
Prayer Mountain: A Touch From Above, www.
atouchfromabove.org, (760) 315-1967

Holy Spirit Servants of Love Intercessory Prayer 
every Saturday 2-4pm in Lakeside. All welcome. 
(619) 871-0136.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS 
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitar-
ist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. 
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more 
information and availability. 

ROOFING 
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT 
Christian female. Oceanside, bedroom, furnished. 
Near beach, shopping, freeway. (760) 757-2757. 

SERVICES 

Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Hon-
est work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.
Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Advertise your business all year. Includes: email 
blasts, mobile messages, social media, newest 
online directory, loyalty cards, print, etc. $499. 
Value added promotions. (619) 401-4036, (619) 
755-4068.

SINGLES 
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS 
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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