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Gridiron Glory
Tebow draws thousands to the 
Q for Sunday church service
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NFL quarterback Tim Tebow throws a toy football into the stands before taking the stage to talk about faith, football and 
fatherhood during a Father’s Day church service at Qualcomm Stadium sponsored by Shadow Mountain Community Church.
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Kids and adults alike donned eye-
black tattoos sporting the John 3:16 
scripture verse, a practice made 
famous by Tebow while playing college 
football at the University of Florida.

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Joe Davis walked 
up a stranger’s driveway just as he 
had hundreds of times before. As 
he closed the gap between the curb 
and the front porch he noticed a 
pair of toddler shoes and two oth-
ers, each a little larger.

“I’m thinking, Oh my gosh, this 
guy’s got three little kids and I’m 
going to walk up there and I’m go-
ing to turn this family upside down 
forever,” Davis said. “This is going 
to be a day that this family will nev-
er, ever forget.”

As chaplain for the San Diego 
County Medical Examiner’s offi ce, 
death notifi cations may have be-
come second nature, but no less 
personal.

“I can see my tie bouncing off of 
my chest,” he said. “Then you see 
little momma preparing lunch for 
her three kids, and she’s as happy 
as she can be. I can see her in the 
bay window, and then she sees me 
walking up the driveway wearing a 
badge.”

More than a decade ago Davis 
accompanied a forensic investiga-

Medical Examiner 
volunteer chaplain 
offers comfort for 
the grief stricken

PHOTO BY LORI ARNOLD

Chaplain Joe Davis established the all-
volunteer Bereavement Center as an 
outreach to the community. His goal is 
to follow up with each of the 3,000 or 
so local cases handled by the Medical 
Examiner’s offi ce.

By Lori Arnold

GLENDALE — David Pickup has 
spent the greater part of the past 
15 years either being treated with 
reparative techniques to diminish 
his own gay attractions or establish-
ing a successful therapy practice to 
help others enjoy the same free-
dom that “saved his life.”

“It helped to dissipate my depres-
sion and the anxiety,” the Glendale 
therapist said. “My self-esteem rose. 
My gender identity and inferior-
ity— which was traumatic for me 
as a child—was greatly resolved, so 
my male self-esteem really rose. My 
shame for having, simply feeling 
homosexual feelings doesn’t exist 
any more. I had quite a wonderful 

David Pickup, an ex-gay who uses 
reparative therapy in his private 
practice, is hoping to derail a state law 
that would prohibit such treatment for 
minors. Pickup said the treatment saved 
his life.

Living proof
Former gay challenges 
proposal to ban reparative 
therapy for minors

SAN DIEGO — Tim Tebow 
drew a crowd of more than 26,000 
people to hear him speak about 
his faith and father-son relation-
ships at a June 17 Father’s Day 
event.  

Tebow was speaking at San Di-
ego’s Qualcomm Stadium where 
last fall he led the Denver Bron-
cos, his former team, to an over-
time win against the San Diego 
Chargers. As he spoke, a plane 
fl ew above the stadium pulling 
a banner that read, “Happy Fa-
ther’s Day—John 3:16.” 

Tebow encouraged fathers to set an 
example in their homes and inspire 
their families. He stressed the need 
for role models and spoke how his 
dad was his example. 

“For me it was about watching 
my dad. He could say whatever he 
wanted, but I watched him,” Tebow, 
the youngest of fi ve children, said. 

“How he acted, how he was, how he 
treated my mom, how he treated my 
four siblings.” 

“And that’s how I learned the most 
from my dad, Because it wasn’t about 
what he said, it was about what he 
did in front of me and my siblings 
my whole life.” 

Tebow referenced how his father 
used the life of Jesus as an example 
to teach him about love, passion 
and sacrifi ce. 

David Jeremiah, pastor of Shadow 
Mountain Community Church in 
El Cajon, asked the quarterback, 
now with the New York Jets, what he 
thought of the notion that, “If you 
are a Christian and you are a man, 
you can’t really be a man.” Tebow 
replied, saying he started believing 
in Jesus while he was a young boy and 
was competitive from an early age. 
He recalled how he was disappointed 
when, at just 4 years of age, a coach 
told him winning wasn’t everything. 
He told his dad, “But I want to win.” 

Tebow said that winning isn’t 
always about having the most talent. 

“Hard work will beat talent, when 
talent doesn’t work hard,” the former 
Heisman Trophy winner said. 

Tebow told the crowd to “get in 
the game” by being active Christians. 

“I encourage you men to get in the 
game and fi nish strong, fi nish strong 
for your family, your wife and your 
sons and daughters,” he said. 

He said that while the world looks 
at him as a football player who’s a 
Christian, “I look at the world and 
say, ‘I’m a Christian who happens to 
play football.’” 

Shadow Mountain Community 
Church hosted the free Sunday 
morning event called “Father’s Day 
2012: Encouraging Men to Live, Love 
and Lead.” 

Besides pastoring a megachurch, 
Jeremiah hosts a Bible teaching 
program on Turning Point, heard 
on more than 2000 radio stations 
around the world.

PHOTO BY ANTHONY AMORTEGUY

On the stage Tebow was fl anked by Shadow Mountain Community Church pastor 
David Jeremiah, right, and recording artist Charles Billingsley, left.

tor to Santana High School, where 
earlier in the day an armed student 
killed two peers and injured 13 

Education
Christian home-education 
association equips families

 page 2



2 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • July 2012 SD www.christianexaminer.com

ganization, Beatty said it’s diffi cult 
to get accurate numbers about how 
many children are being home-
schooled. Some estimates place 
it as high as 200,000 in California 
alone.

“Home-schoolers jump in and 
out of home schooling frequent-
ly,” she said. “Sometimes it’s just 
out of California. They will move 
to another state and home-school 
somewhere else. We had some mass 
exoduses over the last few years to 
charter schools … That has eroded 
the private Christian home school-
ing community a bit.

“People are coming back when 
they fi nd things (at public schools) 
more and more restrictive, but the 

lure is there.” 
As technology becomes more 

accessible and more support pro-
grams such as extra-curricular co-
ops emerge, parents are discover-
ing that some of the traditional 
barriers to home schooling are less 
intimidating than in previous years. 

“There are tons of things to get 
children, young people, particular-
ly high school students, involved,” 
Beatty said. “That’s really important 
in high school because one of the 
dropout rates really begins as chil-
dren get into junior high because 
the parent really fears teaching the 
high-schooler.”

As part of its mission, the asso-
ciation offers a variety of services to 

help parents with their own learn-
ing curves. Resources include re-
search on the advantages of home 
schooling, legal guidance on teach-
ing at home, tips for home-school-
ers, a home-school consultant, and 
the California Parent Educator 
magazine. The organization has 
also teamed up to co-host “Take 
Back the Land” seminars with Rick 
Boyer, an early advocate for home 
schooling.

Valuable networking
One drawback to the broad 

resources of the Internet, Beatty 
said, is that it’s easy for parents to 

Christian home-education association equips families
By Lori Arnold

PASADENA — Susan Beatty has 
spent 30 years of her life helping 
parents to educate their children 
through private Christian home 
schooling. These days, as co-
founder and general manager of 
the Christian Home Educators As-
sociation, she’s spending almost as 
much time trying to educate Chris-
tian parents about potential threats 
to the movement as lawmakers and 
educators are increasingly seeking 
ways to tamper with parental rights.

“I believe that one of the reasons 
that (home schooling is) still grow-
ing is because people are waking up 
to the fact that there is a concerted 
effort against freedoms these days, 
freedoms across the board,” Beatty 
said. “There are so many things 
going on in the federal govern-
ment that may not be obvious to 
everyone, but they are there if you 
are keeping an eye out.”

One such threat played out in the 
courts in 2008, when a California 
appellate court ruled in Rachel L. 
v. Superior Court of Los Angeles 
County that all parents had to have 
a teaching credential to in order 
to teach their children from home. 
The ruling prompted widespread 
criticism. Six months later the same 
court reversed itself.

In more recent years, as the 
popularity of home schooling has 
grown, the state of California has 
implemented an Independent 
Study Program, its own plan to al-
low parents to teach their children 
at home using the same curriculum 
as their public school peers. In ad-
dition, school districts have more 
widely embraced charter schools, 
which are free to parents and are 

operated independently from 
public schools. 

Even with the expanded choices 
beyond the more traditional 
private schools, Beatty said she 
believes home schooling offers 
Christian parents an invaluable 
opportunity to teach their children 
from a biblical worldview.  

“It’s vital that we disciple and 
train up our Christian children, 
and I think that’s best done in a 
home-school situation,” the educa-
tor said. “Because our freedoms are 
eroding these children need to be 
taught what does the Constitution 
say? What does the Bill of Rights 
say? How does that affect our ev-
eryday life? And they need to know 
that because the general public 
does not know that information. 
We need to have Christian young 
people growing up to defend those 
rights and to work for those rights.”

At the center of those rights, 
Beatty said, are parental rights, 
including home-based education.

 “We want to keep that viable 
and safe for generations to come 
because we feel that there is a 
huge difference between home 
schooling privately and doing 
school at home through a public 
school system,” she said. “It’s still 
the public school system, and you 
are still responsible for all the rules 
in a public school.”

Ebb and fl ow
By nature, the home school is a 

transitory population, not unlike 
many school districts in California 
where military and low-income 
families are frequently moving. Be-
cause of those trends and the fact 
that some parents are home school-
ing independent of any formal or-

Home schooling provides unparalleled opportunities for developing solid parent-child relationships. THINKSTOCK IMAGE

See HOME SCHOOL, next page
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isolate themselves, which becomes 
a barrier to much-needed support 
and accountability.

“They have a tendency to isolate 
themselves, and I don’t think that’s 
a good place to be,” she said. “I 
think they should surround them-
selves with like-minded people, 
just as we, as Christians, should 
be in fellowship in church so that 
we surround ourselves with ac-
countability and encouragement. 
I think home-schoolers should do 
the same thing rather than being 
so independent.”

Southern California parents will 
get an opportunity to do just that 
and to research what’s available to 
home-schoolers at the association’s 
29th Annual Christian Homeschool 
Convention, set for July 12 to 14 at 
the Pasadena Convention Center.

The event offers 60 workshops 
for beginners and veterans, includ-
ing special conventions for teens 
and children. Entertainment will 
include a Christian comedian, a 
giveaway night and a day game with 
the Dodgers. About 200 vendors 
will have displays in the exhibit hall.

“We have such an emphasis on 
parenting skills, improving parent-
ing skills and getting parenting 
information out there,” Beatty said.

The conference also provides 
networking opportunities for par-
ents to learn about various co-ops 
in which parents can share their 
expertise on specialized subjects. 
Similar groups are available to of-
fer sports and other enrichment 
opportunities such as music and 
drama.

“There are many studies and 
research papers out there that 
show that home-school graduates 
are far more engaged in public 
life, in church and in charities and 
so forth than the average public 
school graduate,” she said. “We 
need to keep that up, and we need 
to foster that.”

Social engineering
In addition to the intimate set-

ting for learning, home schooling 
allows parents to keep their chil-
dren away from social teachings 
that confl ict with their faith. 

“It’s not home schooling for 
home schooling’s sake or just to 
do school at home, but it is so we 
have the opportunity to disciple 
our children and teach them in 
the way they should go so that 
they have a much better chance 
of continuing to follow the faith 
as they grow older,” said Beatty, 
who home-schooled her three 
children, now grown.

In January, California initiated a 
new law mandating that all social 
studies courses in public schools 
teach about the cultural contribu-
tions of gays, lesbians and trans-
gendered individuals—beginning 
with children in kindergarten. A 
petition is now circulating that 
would reverse that policy, but the 
soonest it could make the ballot 

is in November 2014.
“Just because they are the ‘ex-

perts’ does not always make them 
right,” the general manager said. 
“In fact, we’ve based our whole 
home-school and community for 
30 years on the fact that the experts 
are not always really the experts.

“The real experts are the par-
ents because they are with their 
child 24/7. They know what they 
need better. Yes, do they need 
help sometimes? Yes, absolutely, 
because they have the resources, 
but it’s the still the parent who is 
in control, and that’s the impor-
tant part.”

Beatty said that as her organi-
zation focuses on helping new 
families transition into home-
schooling and providing relevant 
resources to established home-
schoolers, it is also keeping a 
keen eye to the future to be sure 
parents don’t loose the right to 
choose what works best for their 
children.

“I think that going forward 
there is a real challenge in home 
schooling right now for families 
to get the full idea that we have to 
be a community, that we have to 
stick together as private Christian 

PASADENA — Christian Home 
Educators Association’s 29th An-
nual Christian Homeschool 
Convention will feature its fi rst-
ever home-school graduation 
ceremony with commencement 
speaker Michael Smith, president 
of Home School Legal Defense 
Association.

Other speakers for the July 12 to 
14 event at the Pasadena Conven-
tion Center include keynoter Dr. 
Voddie Baucham Jr., an author, 
nationally known speaker, pro-
fessor, pastor and home school-
ing father from Houston. Other 
presenters will include Jessica 
Hulcy of Konos Curriculum; Ray 
Comfort, evangelist and co-host 
of “The Way of the Master”; Heidi 
St. John, co-founder of First Class 
Homeschool Ministries, a para-
church organization dedicated to 
helping churches start parent-led, 
Bible-based homeschool coopera-

tives that emphasize solid teach-
ing in foundational Bible truths; 
and Jessica Thompson, a home-
schooling mom who collaborated 
on the book “Give Them Grace: 
Dazzling your Kids with the Love 
of Jesus.”

In addition to its 60 workshops 
for beginners and veterans, the 
conference will host an exhibit 
hall with about 200 vendors. A 
Teen Convention and a Chil-
dren’s Convention are also on the 
docket.

Additional popular features 
include the Used Curriculum Ex-
change and the annual Support 
Network Leadership Conference.

A Christian comedian will pro-
vide a free Family Entertainment 
Night on Friday night. Saturday’ 
night’s agenda includes the Ulti-
mate Giveaway, in which everyone 
who is registered for the confer-
ence will have an opportunity to 

win.
Although the conference closes 

the previous day, attendees are in-
vited to come to Homeschool Day 
with the Dodgers at Dodger Sta-
dium at 1:10 p.m. Sunday. They 
play the San Diego Padres during 
the afternoon game.

Parents whose oldest child is 
5 years old or younger and have 
never attended a CHEA Conven-
tion may attend one day of the 
convention as the association’s 
guest. Phone reservations are 
required by June 11 and can be 
made by calling (562) 864-2432. 
Spouses of registered attendees 
are invited to attend free, along 
with the association’s premium 
members. Registration will also 
be available at the door, at a 
slightly higher cost.

Pre-registration is available at 
www.cheaofca.org.

State homeschool convention to be held in Pasadena

home-schoolers if we are going 
to persevere,” she said. “There’s 
nothing that the authorities, who 
would like to be in control of our 

children, would like better than 
to weaken the private Christian 
home-school community so that 
eventually we don’t have enough 

clout to keep our freedoms and 
we could eventually be forced to 
do home schooling through the 
public school programs.”

HOME SCHOOL…
Contionued from last page
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…if we can…renew the 
church to really bring a 
healthy cultural infl uence, 
then there’s some hope…

— Chuck Colson’s last address, March 30

There is no shortage of disturb-
ing news every day, especially when 
it comes to stories about how evil is 
manifested in human nature.

We have seen an increase of ac-
counts about adults taking horrible 
advantages with youngsters, includ-
ing child pornography and human 
traffi cking of all sorts, often leading 
to deadly results.

Consider what’s happening 
around us: A perverse culture, 
video and Internet temptations, a 
steady slide down a moral slope in 
an “anything goes” world. There’s 
plenty of blame to go around. But 
when it comes to those who take 
advantage of young children, there 
is no end to the disgust we should 
feel. We should be stirred to action, 
to taking charge of our homes and 
our families, helping to avoid slip-
ping further into the morass. 

In recent weeks, the United 
States government, through Home-
land Security and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, snagged 
190 new suspects and plenty of 
evidence. Those arrested in the 
global dragnet were charged with 
numerous offenses, including pos-
sessing and distributing child por-
nography. Some of these individu-
als lured young children via social 
media and most of them used the 
Internet to meet their sleazy needs. 

One man, 35, was accused of us-
ing a 7-year-old whom he babysat 

to make lewd videos. Nine of the 
suspects lived in the San Diego 
area, including a 28-year-old local 
Marine, who is charged with pos-
sessing 4,000 images and 43 videos 
of child pornography, some involv-
ing bestiality. A Vista man, 32, was 
among the group accused of tak-
ing hidden camera images of an 
11-year-old girl in the shower.  

I will avoid going into any further 
detail about other aspects of the story. 
It’s only one of the latest crime sweeps, 
and there seems to be an increase in 
such crackdowns. The nature of what’s 
going on cannot be denied, and it’s 
getting worse.

There will be no shortage of ex-
perts to explain that sometimes 
people are falsely accused—or set 
up by people who hack their com-
puters and plant material—or that 
some of those arrested came from 
rough upbringings and haven’t had 
a fair shake in life. I understand 
that there are many angles, but 
what is especially sickening to me 
is how more and more people are 
fi nding new ways—and excuses—to 
steal the innocence of America’s 
children.  

Warped thinking
As hard as it is to believe, there 

are actually groups that promote 
adults having sexual relationships 
with young children, calling it “nor-
mal and healthy.” It’s not. 

Too many parents 
also give their kids 
the tools that could 
lead to disaster, with-
out even thinking. 
It’s a long way from 
just controlling the 
family television set 
at home. New media 
creates peer pres-
sure, and it’s every-
where, as it’s always 
been, but it is now 
high tech at hyperspeed:  “Hey 
Mom, every one of my friends has an 
iPad or an iPhone—I HAVE to have 
one!” Today’s “television” is deliv-
ered in numerous new forms, into 
the hands of our kids through the 
latest hot web device.

More responsible adults have 
become savvy about how their sons 
and daughters use computers, in-
stalling fi lters and having strict 
guidelines of where and when the 
system is used in the family home. 
But plenty of moms and dads have 
no clue about how pornographers 
and predators are trolling for new 
victims via mobile phones. Porn 
makers can spam any number of 
nasty images to young people, 
immediately stealing innocence. 
Smart phones have greatly sped up 
the process.

Camera phones are now so easy 
to use, along with video, that young 
people are “sexting” to each other. 

That is sharing what-
ever excites them at 
any time, all out of the 
view of responsible 
adults. Now school is 
out for the season, so 
kids have lots more 
free time to get into 
trouble. I know, years 
ago we Baby Boom 
kids had our share 
of free time “issues,” 
but then temptations 

weren’t fueled by high technology. 
It all contributes to loss of inno-
cence.

Young reminders
On a recent Saturday after-

noon, we were taking care of our 
little grandkids, ages 2 to nearly 
5, and already growing so fast. 
It had been an especially hectic 
week, and it took me a while to 
wind down. After a few minutes 
of sitting in the yard with them, I 
consciously worked to adjust my 
thinking to their level. I prayed 
to get the distractions out of my 
mind and tuned in to where the 
little guys were. I really listened to 
the conversations, and how they 
played, what was important to 
them, and moderated an occa-
sional dust-up. 

Some of these awful stories about 
abusers were in the news again, and 
I had lots of thoughts in my mind, 

such as “Isn’t there a special place 
in hell for unrepentant creeps who 
prey on little ones?” and “How CAN 
they do such reprehensible things?” 
I know it’s pure evil. But it’s getting 
worse out there. 

I instantly felt more protective, 
and then thankful that I was realiz-
ing in a new way how precious inno-
cence is. We don’t really want our 
children to grow up too fast, do we? 
The culture has made it seem as if 
that’s the goal, and too often we’re 
right in sync with it.

Technology is important, and 
young people need to be adept at 
handling it properly, but there’s no 
need to propel a tiny tyke into the 
world so fast that happy childhood 
moments are only a blur.

Even teens still need guidelines 
from parents and insulation from 
the thousands of criminals online 
who want to hurt them.

This summer let’s be smart, sen-
sitive and protective when it comes 
to our children. It all starts with a 
focus on guarding their innocence, 
through faith and love and active 
participation in their lives.

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. He can be 
heard daily in San Diego on KCBQ 
1170AM from 6 to 9 a.m. and on 
KPRZ 1210AM from 2 to 4 p.m. E-
mail: mark@marklarson.com.

Mark Larson
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in society, Noelle-Neumann pos-
ited that a “collective cohesion of 
its members must be constantly 
ensured by a suffi cient level of 
agreement on values and goals.” 
Thus, in order to guarantee 
agreement and maintain social 
order, society threatens isolation 
for those individuals who violate 
the consensus. Individuals tend 
to publicly express their opinions 
and attitudes when they perceive 
their view to be dominant or on 
the rise. Conversely, when indi-
viduals perceive their opinion is 
less popular or losing popularity, 
they are less likely to voice it in 
public. 

The tendency of the one person 
to speak up and the other to be 
silent starts off a spiraling process 
which increasingly establishes one 
opinion as the dominant one. The 
spiral of silence is a dynamic pro-
cess, in which predictions about 
public opinion become “fact” as 
mass media’s coverage of the ma-
jority opinion becomes the status 
quo, and the minority becomes 
less likely to speak out.

So, how do we wake up a silent 
and sleepy church when biblical 
Truth has already been isolated, 
marginalized and silenced by 
the dominant forces in our 
society? Sadly, we live in a day 
where the American church is 
more infl uenced by culture than 

it is infl uencing the culture. Yet, 
darkness advances only as the 
light retreats. In spite of the clear 
biblical admonitions to stand our 
ground and advance, the Ameri-
can church has been succumbing 
to these pressures for quite a long 
time now. 

Therefore, it seems proper for 
Chuck Colson, as a bold and com-
mitted advocate of the biblical 
worldview, in the waning hours 
of his life, to seek to break this 
pernicious spiral of silence. Col-
son addressed these matters 
directly during his fi nal speech 
on March 30.  

In his own words
“But what we’re seeing now is the 

fruits that have come from 30 years 
of relativism, death of truth in the 
academy, particularly, and in public 
discourse,” Colson said that day.

“Everybody looks to the elections 
and thinks, ‘Well the elections are 
going to settle this problem or set-
tle that problem.’ Elections are im-
portant. Whoever serves in offi ce, 
it makes a difference what kind of 
person that is and what that person 
believes. But elections can’t solve 
the problem we’ve got. The prob-
lem we’ve got is that our culture has 
been decaying from inside for 30 or 
40 years. And politics is nothing but 
an expression of culture.

“So how do you fi x the culture? 

Culture is actually formed by the 
belief system of the people, by the 
‘cult,’ which is us, the church, has 
been historically. So if things are 
bad, don’t think it’s going to be 
solved by an election. It’s going to 
be solved by us. You have a healthy 
cult, you have a healthy culture. You 
have a healthy culture, you have … 
healthy politics.

“So it comes right back to us. 
Look in the mirror, that’s where the 
problem is. And if we can, through 
the church, renew the church to 
really bring a healthy cultural infl u-
ence, then there’s some hope that 
we can be changed.”

Then he added this gem:
“This is a moment when the time 

is right for a movement of God’s 
people under the power of the 
Holy Spirit to begin to impact the 
culture we live in.”

Looking in the mirror
If we are honest, we must agree 

with Colson and must not merely 
blame the dominant forces like the 
media or higher education. What-
ever the source of the pressure is, 
we the American Christian Church 
must take personal responsibil-
ity for allowing the voice of Truth 
to be silenced. Far too often, we 
have not been courageous enough 
to overcome the growing cultural 
pressures and prevail to speak the 
Truth in love in this time, to this 
generation. George Orwell said “In 
a time of deceit, telling the truth is 
a revolutionary act.”  

May the Spirit of God awaken the 
bride of Christ and give us the cour-
age to commit revolutionary acts, as 
did an extraordinary man named 
Chuck Colson, home God used 
for His Kingdom and His glory for 
such a time as this!  

Broyles is the president of the 
Escondido-based National Center 
for Law and Policy. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nclplaw.org.

Honoring Chuck Colson: Breaking the spiral of silence
“The light shines 

in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not 
overcome it.” — John 
1:5 RSV

The day that Chuck 
Colson suffered the 
aneurism that ulti-
mately took his life, 
he was passionately 
speaking to Christian 
leaders about break-
ing the “spiral of silence.” 

The spiral of silence is a theory 
propounded by German political 
scientist Elisabeth Noelle-Neu-
mann that describes the process 
by which one opinion becomes 

cu l tura l l y  domi -
nant because those 
who perceive their 
opinion to be in the 
minority do not speak 
up because they fear 
isolation from soci-
ety. It explains how 
Hitler, employing 
mass propaganda, 
was ultimately able to 
do the horrible things 
that he did in Europe. 

And it also explains how neo-
paganism has rapidly marginal-
ized and supplanted the Judeo-
Christian biblical worldview in 
American society. 

In order to maintain structure 

Dean Broyles
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Evidence of big media’s bias against 
religion that doesn’t advance the 
secular and liberal agenda of the 
Democratic Party is beyond dispute. 
Any faith attached to a conservative 
agenda is to be ridiculed, stereotyped 
and misrepresented. Islam is a notable 
exception. The media appear to bend 
over backward not to offend Muslims.  

The Washington Post in late May, 
reporting from Carrollton, Ark., 
uncovered an event that occurred 
nearly 155 years ago and then 
sought to link it to the presidential 
candidacy of Mitt Romney: “On 
Sept. 11, 1857, a wagon train from 
this part of Arkansas met with a 
gruesome fate in Utah, where most 
of the travelers were slaughtered 
by a Mormon militia in an episode 
known as the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre.”  

The Romney connection? “There 
aren’t many places in America more 
likely to be suspicious of Mormon-
ism—and potentially problematic 
for Mitt Romney, who is seeking to 
become the country’s fi rst Mormon 
president.”  

As Carrollton, Ark., goes, so goes 

the nation? Would the Post ques-
tion the legitimacy and faith of a 
Muslim candidate for Congress, or 
any offi ce, because of 9-11? Do you 
even have to ask? Should the Span-
ish Inquisition refl ect on a Catholic 
candidate?  

Since Jimmy Carter announced 
during the 1976 presidential cam-
paign that he was a born-again 
Christian, the media have been 
fascinated by religion, but not so 
much that they would labor to un-
derstand it. Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid is a devout Mormon, but 
Reid gets a media pass on his faith 
because he toes the line on the sec-

ular left’s agenda, from abortion to 
same-sex marriage, which Reid en-
dorsed last week. That his church 
teaches the opposite of the way he 
votes doesn’t appear to concern 
him. Senator Orrin Hatch, also a 
Mormon, is running for re-election 
in Utah. Hatch is less scary to the 
media because he made friends 
with the late Senator Ted Kennedy 
with whom he occasionally cooper-
ated on legislation.  

Former New York Governor 
Mario Cuomo, a devout Catho-
lic, opposes the death penalty, as 
does the Roman Catholic Church. 
The Catholic Church also opposes 

the “death penalty” 
for the unborn, but 
Cuomo challenged 
the Church’s posi-
tion on abortion in 
his speech at Notre 
Dame in 1984 titled 
“Religious Belief and 
Public Morality: A 
Catholic Governor’s 
Perspective.” Why 
did no reporter press 
Cuomo on his “cafeteria theology”? 
Answer: Because his positions on 
the death penalty and abortion re-
fl ect the views of most in big media.  

The questions reporters should 
be asking Mitt Romney are not 
about his style of worship or about 
Mormon theology, but rather which 
of his church’s beliefs he thinks are 
connected to earthly policies and 
which ones, if any, he will attempt 
to implement should he become 
president.  

On her Washington Post blog, 
Jennifer Rubin says the media has a 
“Mormon Obsession”: “In sum, the 
left’s obsession with Romney’s faith 
tells us more about their ignorance 

of faithful people of 
all religions than any-
thing else. ... Whether 
born of ignorance (i.e. 
that other faiths don’t 
share these essential 
values) or rank bias 
or intention to paint 
Romney as weird, the 
defi nition of Romney 
as nothing more than 
a Mormon stick fi gure 

is pernicious in our political culture 
and begs the question: Why is the 
media entirely uninterested in 
Obama’s religious infl uences, and 
indeed has dubbed such discussion 
racist?”  

Journalists and media organiza-
tions should be required to take 
advanced religion courses so that 
they can better understand faith, 
explain it accurately and ask the 
right questions of candidates who 
believe in an Authority higher than 
the state.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.  

The media’s religion defi cit 

Cal Thomas

Morality in America on a disappointing downward spiral

Any faith attached to a 
conservative agenda is to 
be ridiculed, stereotyped 
and misrepresented.

Paper based on ‘hate and ego’
I sometimes wonder what type of 

affect we could have on the world 
as Christians if we got our priori-
ties correct and in line. I just read 
the June 2012  Christian Examiner 
and am confused as to the message 
Christians are trying to get across to 
the world. The entire issue is based 
around gay marriage. It is an entire 
newspaper based on hate and ego. 

Cal Thomas wrote the article 
that I read and I am embarrassed to 
have this radical so-called Christian 
spreading hate through my faith. 
God sent Jesus Christ to this Earth 
to save us of our sins. We are all 
sinners that have the option to be 
saved by grace. For some reason it 
is as if we feel as Christians we have 
to fi ght to the death for this cause, 
as if we are letting God down by not 
making this our top priority.

I wonder how the world would 
be if our top priority was geared 

to helping our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Loving, being a shoulder 
to cry on, a moment away from a 
prayer, a loving neighbor that al-
ways has arms open for the commu-
nity and their needs. 

God lays out His law to us as Chris-
tians. We are to follow Hs Word. 
Everyone will be judged, murder-
ers and adulterers alike. Have you 
sinned? God forgives. I am a sinner 
saved by grace. I would rather love 
than hate. If you hate your brother 
you are guilty of murder.

Corey Lohman
Temecula, Calif.

Editor’s note: The Cal Thomas commen-
tary, “The president’s ‘other gospel,’” took 
Barack Obama to task for misapplying the 
Bible when it comes to same-sex marriage. 
In doing so, Thomas cited Scripture to 
support his view. As for the claim that the 
entire paper was based on gay marriage, 
about 10% of the word count in the June 

issue dealt with homosexual issues. The other 
90% was made up primarily of ministry 
features and church news.

DWinners no more
After reading the last issue of the 

Christian Examiner I was convinced 
America is in sad shape. But it reminded 
me of my high school days and a strong 
involvement in the game of tennis. 
Along the way I discovered, “people 
cannot stand prosperity!”

Following this practice I would 
allow my opponents to exceed in 
scoring until they reached a point 
of over-confi dence, then I would 
crack the whip. 

I won many a game employing 
this tactic. 

My point is I believe Americans 
today, under the leadership of 
President Barack Obama and our 
Congress have allowed our adver-
saries to understand people can’t 
stand prosperity … thus we have al-

lowed, and even encouraged, them 
to take advantage of our prosperity 
and we are no longer the winners.

George Campos
Ontario, Calif. 

efi cit spending killing America
Instead of demanding responsible 

leadership, the U.S. government is 
offering a free handout to any nation 
pursuing freedom and democracy. 
“Come one, come all,” is the message 
now heralded to the people of the 
world. This will easily be accomplished 
via the taxpayers purse, which is being 
tapped for billions.

We have become the world’s 
doctor. The cure? Yours and my 
abundant wealth. The power to 
freely tax has become the greatest 
crime foisted on U.S. citizens; it 
totally disproves the adage, “Crime 
doesn’t pay!” It’s the legal robbery 
forced on us by the liberal Wash-
ington D.C. bureaucracy that holds 

unbridled power to tax and spend.
We now serve the demands of our 

government; a complete reversal of 
the original intent of democracy.

Our leaders now have all the answers. 
And since we commoners don’t know 
anything about solving problems, the 
establishment fi rmly entrenched in the 
murder capital of our nation, promises 
to do all anyone could desire to make 
life glorious for everyone, everywhere. 
Exit capitalism; enter socialism.

No business succeeds by continu-
ous defi cit spending. A government 
that operates by fi scal insanity can 
only self-destruct after destroying 
its tax base, namely you and me! 
It is so painless to spend someone 
else’s money. So our elite leaders 
still wonder why they are fast losing 
credibility with the voting public? 

“There are none so blind as those 
who will not see!

Richard Ellison
Yucaipa, Calif.

We are facing a real 
epidemic in our na-
tion today—an immo-
rality epidemic. For 
years, we at Advocates 
for Faith & Freedom 
have been at the front 
lines in defense of our 
historically revered 
and constitutionally 
protected religious 
liberties. That’s what 
makes it even more 
diffi cult to face the issue of declin-
ing morality in America today.

Recently, Gallup Polls released 
new research regarding whether 
American citizens fi nd certain be-
haviors and social policies morally 
acceptable. 

Now, we all know that poll results 
are subject to the methodology and 
research sample of the study and, as 
a result, may not accurately refl ect 
the thoughts and opinions of a ma-
jority of Americans. Nevertheless, 
even if these numbers are off—we 
still have reason for concern.

More than half of Americans 
believe that homosexual activity is 
morally acceptable.

More than half of Americans 

believe that having a 
baby outside of mar-
riage is morally ac-
ceptable.

Thirty-eight per-
cent of Americans 
think that abortion is 
morally acceptable.

These statistics, in 
particular, sadden 
me. In a nation where 
nearly 80 percent of 
people claim to be 

Christians, why are these numbers 
so off? It seems that 80 percent 
of the people in this study should 
have stated that the behaviors that 
the Bible speaks against are morally 
unacceptable.

Where is our nation headed? 
And who is fi ghting for America’s 
soul? Will we be bold enough to 
teach our children biblical beliefs 
and ethics in a world that calls 
Christians bigots and hypocrites? 
Will we pass on the concepts of 
Christianity and morality that 
served as the foundation for our 
nation?

We are on the cusp of one of the 
most important elections of our 
lifetime. With the current admin-

Jennifer Bursch
 Morally Morally (sorted by “morally acceptable”)
 acceptable wrong
 % %
 89  8 Birth control 

 67 25 Divorce 

 54 31 Gambling 

 60 35 Buying and wearing clothing made of animal fur 

 59 38 Sex between an unmarried man and woman

 58 34 The death penalty

 58 33 Medical research using stem cells obtained from human embryos

 55 38 Medical testing on animals

 54 42 Gay or lesbian relations

 54 42 Having a baby outside of marriage

 45 48 Doctor assisted suicide

 38 51 Abortion

 34 60 Cloning animals

 31 64 Pornography

 14 80 Suicide

 11 86 Polygamy, when a married person has more than one spouse same time 

 10 86 Cloning humans 

   7 89 Married men and women having an affair

U.S. Perceived Moral Acceptability  
of Behaviors and Social Policies

Gallup Poll May 2012

istration we have faced economic 
downturn, a healthcare mandate 
that most Americans don’t want 
and a president who has publicly 
stated his support of gay marriage 

and abortion. Will our nation 
choose to vote their morals?

Twelve years ago, following the 
2000 elections, another researcher, 
George Barna, stated, “Most Chris-

tians’ votes were infl uenced more 
by their economic self-interest than 
by their spiritual and moral values.”

Barna suggested that America 
was entering a period that histo-
rians will someday regard as the 
beginning of the era of moral an-
archy.  

“The next 10 years will be crucial 
toward determining the capacity of 
the American church to be a seri-
ous infl uence on the culture.” And 
that was more than 10 years ago!

It is now 2012, and we head into 
the upcoming elections—and a 
new school year for our children—
with a profound sense of urgency. 
If we, and the church, don’t stand 
up for morality and make our voice 
heard, then we will certainly be set-
ting a precedent for generations to 
come. We must embolden ourselves 
and make the decision to fi ght for 
what is right—to take an unwaver-
ing stand for our individual and re-
ligious liberties!

Bursch is associate general 
counsel at Murietta-based Advo-
cates for Faith and Freedom. For 
more information, visit www.faith-
freedom.com.
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CENTURY 21 AWARD

PROVERBS 3:5-10

Gary L. Ryerson

By Lori Arnold

SACRAMENTO — Volunteers 
across the state are pushing to se-
cure enough signatures to overturn 
a new law mandating the teaching 
of gay and lesbian role models in 
social studies.

“We have many people out there 
gathering signatures, and we’re 
hopeful that we will get the signa-
tures that we need,” said Brad Da-
cus, president of the Pacifi c Justice 
Institute, one of several pro-family 
organizations behind the CLASS—
Children Learning Accurate Social 
Science—Act measure. “There is 
still a lot of work to be done, but 
considerable progress has been 
made.”

In order to qualify for the No-
vember 2014 ballot, the group 
needs to submit 504,760 valid sig-
natures to qualify. In addition, an-
other 200,000 are usually sought 
to make up for invalid or duplicate 
signatures. The deadline to turn in 
the petitions is July 11.

In addition to the mandate that 
homosexuals be included in the 
curriculum, the law, SB 48, also for-
bids any classroom instruction that 
paints homosexuality in a negative 

light, a mandate that pro-family 
experts say prevents teachers and 
students from discussing such le-
gitimate issues as the health risks 
associated with the gay lifestyle and 
objections over gay marriage. 

Another concern of Christians is 
that the law, implemented in Janu-
ary, also prohibits parents from opt-
ing their children out of the teach-
ing, even on religious grounds. 

Written by San Francisco Demo-
crat Mark Leno, the bill is one in 
a succession in recent years pro-
moting the gay agenda. California 
school kids, for instance, must take 
time out of the school day on May 
22 to honor the late Harvey Milk, 
a San Francisco County supervi-
sor who was the fi rst openly gay 
elected offi cial in California. Milk 
was killed by a disgruntled former 
supervisor who resigned but later 
wanted his job back.

Attorney Dacus said the most recent 
updates from the front line of the sig-
nature drive indicate that volunteers 
have made strides in recent weeks and, 
if the pace continues, the group should 
be able to turn in enough signatures 
to give voters a say on the matter. Even 
so, he said supporters need to press 
through to make sure they do not 

come up short.
“The casualties will be extreme-

ly high if SB 48 is not repealed, 
in that it mandates every child in 
public schools in California to be 
indoctrinated through the use of 
alleged homosexual role models in 
social studies classes for children 
in kindergarten through the 12th 
grade,” the Sacramento-based at-
torney said. “Make no mistake, this 
legislation will only contribute to 
the sexual orientation confusion 
and experimentation by many un-
suspecting youth who are exposed 
to the indoctrination.”

As part of the initiative campaign, 
Dacus’ group is being joined by four 
others— Capitol Resource Institute, 
the National Center for Law & Policy, 
Advocates for Faith & Freedom and 
the Alliance Defense Fund—in urg-
ing California pastors to support the 
measure by hosting petition signing 
drives and getting people registered 
to vote. They have drafted a letter to 
pastors explaining their legal rights 
to participate in the initiative process. 

For more information on the 
signature-gathering campaign, 
including downloadable petitions, 
visit www.classact2012.com.

Drive to gather signatures to 
overturn SB 48 enters fi nal days

experience.” 
For critics of the treatment, how-

ever, Pickup might as well not ex-
ist. And even more alarming to 
him and other supporters of the 
therapy is that minors in California 
may never get a chance to explore 
that same treatment as a way to alle-
viate their own unwanted same-sex 
attraction.

That’s because the California As-
sembly is reviewing a proposed law 
that would make it illegal for men-
tal health professionals, including 
Christian counselors, to use repara-
tive therapy on minors, even with 
parental consent. Senate Bill 1172, 
sponsored by Redondo Beach 
Democrat Ted Lieu, has already 
passed the Senate and, if approved 
by the Assembly, would advance to 
the governor’s desk.

“The changes in me have been so 
profound that, if it wasn’t so sad for 
other people, I would be laughing 
because the bill is based on such 
false and misleading statements,” 
Pickup said. “This bill obviously is 
in direct opposition to (recovery). 
In other words what this bill says (is 
my) experience wasn’t real, which 
is preposterous.”

Most inside the mental health 
fi eld, as well as gay rights advocates, 
claim that the practice, which is 
also known as “change therapy” 
or “Sexual Orientation Change 
Efforts,” is not only ineffective but 
also harmful. 

In his statements before an as-
sembly committee in May, Sen. 
Lieu questioned the integrity of the 
treatment.

“Some therapists are taking ad-
vantage of vulnerable people by 
pushing dangerous sexual orienta-
tion change efforts,” Lieu told the 
Judiciary Committee. “These non-
scientifi c efforts have led in some 
cases to patients later committing 
suicide, as well as severe mental and 
physical anguish.”

Pickup counters that when pa-
tients are dealing with unwanted 
same-sex attraction they also suffer 
with suicidal thoughts, depression 
and anxiety. As a member of the 
California Association of Marriage 

SB 1172…
Continued from page 1

and Family Therapists and chair-
man of the client’s rights commit-
tee for the National Association for 
Research and Therapy of Homo-
sexuality, or NARTH, Pickup scoffs 
at references that change efforts 
are harmful.

“We all agree on the principles of 
do no harm to children,” the thera-
pist said. “I mean we all believe 
that. But what that means is how 
that is manifested is a completely 
different thing.”

Biased science?
Pickup points to the American 

Psychiatric Association’s 2009 Task 
Force on Appropriate Therapeutic 
Responses to Sexual Orientation 
report that Lieu and others have 
been using to promote the ban on 
child treatment, by saying it does 
egregious harm, including depres-
sion, anxiety and suicide.

“In the conclusion of that same 
report, it specifi cally states and in-
dicates there is no proof (it does),” 
he said. “So, for a man to ignore the 
conclusion of the article that he is 
quoting is just … I don’t know if I 
have a word for it. I’m incredulous 
that he would do that.”

Pickup added that all but one of 
the seven committee members that 
drafted the report were gay.

“They violated the very fi rst fun-
damental rule of science, which 
is you are open to opposing view-
points, or at least consideration,” 
he said. “This contributes to the 
kind of hysteria, I think, that is ex-
istent in which different voices are 
discriminated and marginalized 
against.”

That hysteria, he said, has served 
as a barrier to open discussion of 
the issue by both sides.

“We want to sit down,” Pickup 
said. “We’ve tried for years to sit 
down, to just have a voice at the 
table, but frankly the other side re-
fuses to tolerate anything like that. 
In their mind when we introduce 
therapy that says homosexuality has 
a cause-and-effect basis and there is 
a way to change, it tends to threat-
en their reason for existing.

“If they really sat down and talk-
ed to people like me long enough, 
they would fi nd out that we’re re-
specting, absolutely, their right to 
be exactly who they should be, but 

we are maintaining the same right 
ourselves.”

Industry concerns
Although many psychotherapy 

groups do not endorse the use of 
reparative therapy, at least six—in-
cluding the California Psychological 
Association, California Association 
for Licensed Professional Clinical 
Counselors, California Psychiatric As-
sociation, and California Association of 
Marriage and Family Therapists —have 
come out against the measure saying 
it’s in the best interest of the clients 
that they determine which voluntary 
treatment to seek.

“Our reasons are not exactly the 
same, but there is one issue where it 
is exactly the same, and that is they 
take great issue with the dangerous-
ness of the government telling cli-
ents and therapists which therapy is 
correct for them,” Pickup said. “In 
other words, the government be-
comes the expert.

“What’s the next therapy to be 
outlawed by the government? It 
sounds like 1984 all over again.”

In addition to the loss of a poten-
tial treatment option that has been 
successful in thousands of cases, 
Pickup laments the law for its blan-
ket disregard for parental rights. 

“It takes away their rights com-
pletely to have any participation 
in the help of what they believe 
is right and healthy for their own 
child,” he said. “It’s unprecedented 
in the rights that it takes away from 
the parent.”

For instance, Pickup said parents 
wishing to help their male child 
through a sexual assault by a man 
would have limited means to ad-
dress the consequences of such an 
attack. He said research and his 
own experience has linked such at-
tacks to the development of homo-
sexual attractions.

“If this bill passes, that means 
when a boy with his parents walks 
into my offi ce and says, ‘we need 
help to lessen or dissipate these 
issues,’ I have to say, ‘sorry I can’t 
help you,’ further traumatizing the 
child,” Pickup said. 

“This issue alone, to perpetuate 
a client’s distress and abuse in that 
situation would just be unthink-
able. I ought to know about this be-
cause I was one of those boys.”
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By Ron Prentice

SACRAMENTO — In Califor-
nia’s long list of legislative bills 
this year, there are many “special” 
interests being pushed, such as the 
usual issues of taxes, education and 
pensions, but there are also bills 
concerning car washes, horse race 
wagers and mountain lions.  

In the California Legislature, 
some special interests are much 
more powerful than others. Special 
interest groups are simply people 
with narrow agendas who seek 
to influence government poli-
cies and laws. Nearly every day in 
the Sacramento Capitol you will 
observe lobbying for a long list 
of special interests: unions, as-
sociations, gambling, education, 
energy, pharmaceutical sales and 
the environment, to name a few. 

Lobbyists are paid—usually 
quite well—to make sure that the 
interests they represent will be 
profi table or successful in other 
ways, and it is common for special 
interests to give money to election 
campaigns. In fact, corporations 
often give campaign donations to 
both Democrat and Republican 
candidates in the same race, to 
ensure that whoever is elected may 
feel beholden to the corporation’s 
interests.

Not surprisingly, conservative 
social issues such as the protection 
of preborn human life and the 
historic institution of man-woman 
marriage do not have strong lob-
bies in Sacramento. There are no 
well-funded unions or associations 
to counter the constant pressure 
from groups like Planned Parent-
hood or Equality California.

However, every now and then 
there are coalitions formed around 
shared principles. For example, a 
diverse group has thus far been 
successful in pushing back phy-
sician-assisted suicide legislation, 
and a Senate bill that would have 
expanded abortion (SB 1338) was 
defeated in committee in May due 
to the coordinated work of many 
groups. Public and private pres-
sure can still fi nd success when 
groups achieve consensus in goal 
and strategy.

But money talks, and in the 
decade of 2000-2009 the top 15 
organizations contributed more 
than one billion dollars to Cali-
fornia ballot measures, candidates 
and campaigns. 

“Big Money Talks,” a March 
2010 report by the California Fair 
Political Practices Commission, 
lists among the top 15 groups six 
corporations, three Indian tribes, 
two labor unions and four business 
associations. The top two contribut-
ing groups were the labor unions, 
with the California Teachers As-
sociation spending almost $212 
million and the California State 
Council of Service Employees 
spending more than $107 million.   

The report’s executive summary 
said the following:

“This report leaves little doubt 
where the vortex of power lies in 
this state. The numbers tell the 
story. And there is no end in sight 
to the spending binge by special 
interests. … Their willingness to 
spend vast sums of money gives 
them the ability not just to drown 
out others, but to exercise power-
ful political leverage. By spending 
huge amounts of money, they send 
an unmistakable message to politi-
cal opponents and elected offi cials 
alike: ‘We’re ready, willing, and 
able to spend millions—you don’t 
want to fi ght us.’ What is good for 
the people of California matters 
less than what hurts or helps the in-
dividual interests of these groups.”

Profi ts and power
The FPPC report points out the 

“inescapable” truth that big money 
is being spent to maintain, if not 
expand, the standards of profi t or 
power to which certain associations 
have become accustomed. Even 
if a ballot measure’s passage may 
have potentially contributed to 
the greater good in society, well-
funded forces spent to keep their 
status in place.

For example, the California 
Teachers Association spent $26 
million opposing school vouchers, 
$8 million opposing an expanded 
period of time before teachers are 
tenured, $12 million opposing a 
prohibition against union dues 

being used for political purposes 
and $6 million in support of the 
California Democratic Party. Of 
course, these decisions on spend-
ing were made by a relatively small 
handful of people, and a signifi cant 
number of teachers would disagree 
with their association’s political 
stances. In other words, their man-
datory union dues were spent in 
contradiction to their own beliefs 
and opinions. 

Stopping the money
This November, a people’s ini-

tiative now called “Stop Special 
Interest Money” will appear on 
the general election ballot. This 
initiative attempts to disallow 
labor unions from involuntarily 
taking from their members dues 
that are specifi ed for political 
purposes. If passed, the initia-
tive would also ban corporations 
and unions from making direct 
contributions to state and local 
candidate campaigns. In addition, 
the “Stop Special Interest Money”
initiative would prohibit govern-
ment contractors from contribut-
ing money to government offi cials 
who award them contracts.  

The California Fair Political 
Practices Commission is a nonpar-
tisan organization whose purpose, 
among many, is to ensure transpar-
ency of campaign contributions. 
However, its opinions are strong 
regarding big money in California’s 
politics. Its report’s introduction 
concludes with the following:

“The unrelenting flood of 
special interest dollars may help 
promote a sense of futility on the 
part of average citizens. Voters 
want their representatives to serve 
them, not whichever special in-
terests can spend the most. Every 
year, citizens see special interests 
pouring tens of millions of dol-
lars into election campaigns and 
lobbying—dwarfi ng—the ability 
of average voters to infl uence 
important public policy decisions. 
Little wonder the public feels 
impotent and overpowered by 
wealthy political insiders.

Prentice is chief executive offi cer 
of California Family Council.

Legislative Update

November ballot measure targets 
campaign coffers of unions, corporations
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CHAPLAIN…
Continued from page 1

others. By the time they arrived at 
the East County campus that after-
noon, they had already monitored 
live television news coverage and 
had visited a local hospital where 
one of the victims died.

“To actually walk into the scene 
after seeing and hearing the stories 
all day long and have it become 
that much of a reality it was really, 
really something,” he said, drawing 
a deep breath. “There were back-
packs all over the place, and the 
kids literally ran out of their shoes 
to get away. You can literally see the 
horror and the panic.”

While the shoes tell a story, so do 
the souls.

Davis has specialized in the souls 
for the past dozen years as he has 
volunteered his time to help the 
Medical Examiner’s staff and vic-
tims’ families walk through the pro-
cess of grief brought on by sudden, 
traumatic and unexpected death. 

“I get to be in a position where in 
the most hopeless of circumstanc-
es, potentially, you can infuse just a 
little bit of hope,” the chaplain said. 

PHOTO BY LORI ARNOLD

Dozens of donate stuffed animals line the shelves in Chaplain Joe Davis’ offi ce at 
the San Diego County Medical Examiner. Providing the animals to children is just 
one of the services provided by the department’s Bereavement Center, which is 
operated by Davis.

“I’m not here to judge people, I’m 
here to help people. You talk about 
a key position that God can place 
somebody in in order to minister 
his grace. He says in Psalms that ‘I 
am an ever-present help in times 
of trouble.’ There is no more trou-
bling time in your life than losing 
somebody you love. There’s been 
times when He’s allowed a goofball 
like me to get in there and help 
these families in a really, really, re-
ally cool, cool way.”

Initially brought on to help the 
staff process the stress from the 
dark nature of their jobs, Davis’ 
skills have since evolved, broaden-
ing the focus of the chaplain’s of-
fi ce into a Bereavement Center 
that offers a wide range of services 
for the 3,000 or so families served 
by the department each year. Davis 
said his goal is to do follow-up con-
tacts with every single local family 
served by the Medical Examiner’s 
offi ce.

“I had been praying for four 
years, ‘Lord, what do you want me 
to do?” said Davis, who had been 
doing pastoral counseling with a 
Calvary Chapel church. “As soon 
as I heard the words (that) the 
Medical Examiner was considering 

a chaplaincy program I knew that 
I knew that I knew that that was it. 
That it was mine. That was it; it was 
so me.”

Davis can’t really explain why he 
was drawn to such a dark job, but as 
he looks back over his life, he clear-
ly sees God’s handprints all over the 
journey. 

Critical, holistic care
The San Diego Medical Exam-

iner’s offi ce is the only volunteer-
led center of its kind in the United 
States, and in 2009 it was present-
ed with the National Association 
of Counties Achievement Award. 
Chaplain programs in Washington, 
D.C., Philadelphia and New Mexi-
co do offer extended services, but 
they are publicly funded and have 
trimmed their support because of 
budget shortfalls, Davis said. In ad-
dition, most only offer assistance to 
victims of homicide.

“It doesn’t cost the county a pen-
ny,” Davis said of his program. “It’s 
the best service that can possibly be 

provided and, in fact, the only pro-
gram in the world that has spiritual 
care.”

In addition to assisting with 
point-of-impact duties such as 
death notifi cations, returning prop-
erty—wedding rings, keys, wallets—
of the decedent to the their fami-
lies and helping staff with various 
tasks within the department, the 
center has generated a storehouse 
of resources and networks that can 
provide free counseling in conjunc-
tion with San Diego Hospice and 
the Institute for Palliative Medicine 
and pro bono cremation services for 
low-income families. Davis has also 
created a network of pastors who 
volunteer to assist families with fu-
neral arrangements and offer guid-
ance through their recovery. He 
has referred parents to Umbrella 
Ministries, a support group for 
moms who have lost a child.

To help families understand the 
enormity of it all, Davis and his non-
profi t Dunamai ministry have de-
veloped a 28-page secular booklet 

called “Helping You Get Through.” 
Dunamai is Greek for strength and 
is used in 1 Corinthians 13.

Even children have a place in 
Davis’ Kearny Mesa offi ce, where 
he keeps a zoo of stuffed animals 
for children to play with and adopt 
while he and adult survivors discuss 
the life-altering aftermath of sud-
den—and often violent—death.

“It’s anything that we can do or 
I can do to make the circumstanc-
es not quite so painful,” he said. 
“I can’t change what happened. I 
can’t fi x it, but I can certainly stop 
it from being worse.

Financial burdens
The services offered through 

the Bereavement Center were de-
veloped out of the residue of tears 
from survivors who were suddenly 
faced with unexpected decisions 
and expenses. Davis said he often 
carried the weight of hearing story 
upon story of family members won-
dering aloud how they were going 
to pay for a burial when they didn’t 
have enough money for rent or 
food. More often than not, they 
were turning to credit cards so they 
could pay a mortician to retrieve 
their loved one’s remains for burial 
or cremation.

“I know they are going to be 
hammered with the debt on that 
for the rest of their life,” he said. 
“They don’t have any money.”

So Davis, a resident of Santee, 
contacted a friend at a local mor-
tuary who pledged to do cremation 
services at cost for referrals through 
the bereavement center. After de-
termining need, Davis sends the 
family member to the mortuary to 
take care of the paperwork, and 
Dunamai sends in a check to cover 
expenses. To date, more than 175 

Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who have 
suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. 
$49,000.00/yr. per couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. 
These live-in positions also provide medical/dental benefi ts, paid holidays, and paid vacation.
A couple will be allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

— EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY—

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213

Do you have a heart for abused children?
COUPLES NEEDED

See NO MONEY, next page
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In an extensive interview with San 
Diego County Medical Examiner 
Chaplain Joe Davis, the ordained 
minister discussed a variety of issues 
facing his offi ce. Below are a few 
quotes on what he had to say:

The program’s legality:
Davis frequently gets questions on 

how a county-operated department 
can have a chaplaincy program.

“There’s a provision in the law 
that says that a government setting 
can have a chaplain as long as the 
purpose is secular,” he said. “I know 
it sounds like a contradiction, but my 
purpose for being here is to help staff 
through the stress and things they go 
through on a everyday basis. That is 
a secular purpose.”

In addition, taxpayer money is 
not used to operate the center since 
Davis volunteers his time, and all of 
his expenses, except mileage, are 
covered by his Dunamai non-profi t.

On his training:
Davis said he prayed for four 

years that he didn’t want to become 
a “cookie-cutter” pastor, asking the 
Lord, “Do something where you can 
use me, not where I have to fi t into 
this box to do it.”

At the urging of his mentor Mickey 
Stonier, then a pastor at Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, he began taking 
classes on counseling and trauma, 
laying the groundwork for his min-
istry. Today he is a certifi ed trauma 
services specialist. Even that, he said, 
can’t fully prepare you for the work.

“A Master’s of Divinity, as valuable 
as that is, ain’t gonna get me a cup 
of coffee at Starbucks,” he said. “If 
I’m knocking on your door telling 
you your husband died today do you 

give a rip whether I have a Master’s 
of Divinity or do you want to know 
that I am able to help you through 
the process?”

The work environment:
“I don’t really see it as darkness. I 

do truly see it as an opportunity. I just 
can’t get that emotionally attached to 
it. I can’t carry the burden. I gotta just 
do what I can and let it go.”

The investigators:
One of Davis’ top priorities is be-

ing a resource for investigators, who 
cover 4,400-square miles of territory 
with a current staff of 16 investigators, 
which is fi ve short of what’s needed. 
Whenever possible he accompanies 
them to a scene and will help with 
death notifi cations. Davis said be be-
lieves every stressful element of their 
job that he can shield them from can 
prolong their careers.

“You go from a SIDS case and 
you’ve got a 2-year-old baby at home, 
and then you’ve got to go to a motor 
vehicle accident where a 14-year-old 
kid was killed, and then you’ve got to 
go here, and then you’ve got to go 
there,” he said of the investigators. 
“Every single one of these you have 
to knock on somebody’s door and 
tell them their son or daughter or 
dad died.”

Even the burial assistance fund was 
established with a mind toward the 
Medical Examiner staff, which often 
carries the emotional millstone of 
families without resources to care for 
their loved one a fi nal time.

“They are going to walk away from 
me, and they are going to know they 
can let it go because they know I’m 
going to do what I say I’m going to 
do,” he said of the burial provisions.

Ministering to people of 
other or no faith background:

Because of the secular nature 
of the position, Davis said he iden-
tifi es himself as a chaplain and 
then lets their response dictate 
how he serves them. Those who 
are of a different faith are direct-
ed to other faith leaders, many 
of whom he knows through the 
Sheriff Department’s chaplaincy 
program which serves most faith 
groups.

“This is not the time to talk to 
them about the Lord,” he said. “I 
can answer questions, but that’s 
not my purpose. My purpose is to 
help them any way I can, and they 
get to defi ne that.”

The question of ‘Why?’ 
“I don’t have to answer for 

God,” he said. “He’s big enough 
to answer for himself, but I can 
say I don’t know. There is a whole 
bunch I don’t know, but what I do 
know is that He is trustworthy, and 
that’s what I bank on.”

On personal lifestyles:
During the course of his work, 

Davis is exposed to many situa-
tions that are contrary to biblical 
teachings. They can be deaths 
brought on by drug use. Relation-
ships can be sordid. 

“To me when you are deal-
ing with somebody who is 
dealing with death, it’s almost 
a holy moment where that’s 
not the time to misrepresent 
God,” Davis said. “That’s not 
the time to judge. That’s the 
not the time to be critical. 
That’s the time to hold them 
up as best you can.”

Chaplain Davis: In his own words
people have benefi ted from the 
program.

“Can you imagine? You are al-
ready devastated, you’ve already 
experienced this horrible loss,” he 
said. “You don’t even know what 
you are going to do, and some guy 
comes and says ‘You know, God 
promises to be an ever-present help 
in times of trouble and I’m going to 
show you what He means by that. I 
think I can help you. If you are will-
ing, this is what I’d like to do.’ And 
invariably the answer comes back, 
‘Why would you do that, you don’t 
even know me?’”

Tackling his own stress
Personal burnout also played a 

role in the development of the Be-
reavement Center’s resources after 
Davis admitted that the demands 
of his beloved volunteer post were 
manifesting themselves by way of 
hypertension and a stomach disor-
der.

“I’m experiencing the stress that 
I’m trying to help others not expe-
rience,” Davis said, adding that he 
responded to his own health issues 
by getting on his knees and asking 
the Lord that if he was called to the 
ministry, then why was it so diffi cult.

“It was the clearest answer I’ve 
ever gotten,” he said. “It was, ‘If you 
are going to get that involved, then 
you are no good to them and you 
are no good to me.’ That just revo-
lutionized what we do. I realized 
that I can’t do it all. I’ve got to be 
able to develop some resources that 
will help these families that I can’t 
get to.”

Instantly, he was able to release 
some personal pressure.

“It was like, ‘yeah, you’re right. 
That’s not my problem. I can’t deal 
with this. I can’t take this home and 
I can’t pollute my wife. I can’t carry 
this burden. It’s not my luggage to 
carry.’”

Darkness and light
In recent years, as the stress of the 

economy has pressed down on ev-
ery class of people, the suicide rate 
has increased steadily after a period 
of stability. Many of those acts are 
done in public areas, and others 
have taken the form of murder sui-
cide. According the Medical Exam-
iner’s records, the suicide rate in 
San Diego County ranged from 312 

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California

NO MONEY…
Continued from last page

to 320 per year for the fi rst eight 
years that Davis ministered through 
the department. Three years ago it 
climbed to 355, the following year 
was 377 and last year it hovered 
around 400. This year, the offi ce 
handled 99 documented cases be-
tween January and March, up from 
77 in the previous time period. The 
number will increase, the director 
said, after cases that are pending 
for toxicology reports, are offi cially 
documented as suicides. 

The incidents of violent death, 
Davis said, refl ect an increasingly 
troubled time for the region and 
America as a whole.

“The days are evil and they are 
getting more evil,” he said. “The 
things that people do to each other 
and to themselves are, in my opin-
ion, dramatically increasing in 
darkness.

“For me, as a Christian, the bot-
tom line is there’s not a whole lot of 
hope out there. If you don’t know 
Christ, you are in trouble anyway, 
but how big does that expand when 
you go through circumstances like 
having to go to the medical exam-
iner’s offi ce on top of that.”

In the midst of all the heaviness, 
though, Davis said there are many 
moments of muted light.

“You will never see a clearer 
defi nition of a person of faith than 
when you are in circumstances like 
this,” the chaplain said. “Those 
people who have faith, yes, they 
are grieving, yes, they are upset, 
but they are grieving with a hope 
instead of absolutely no hope, and 
I’ve seen them both—believe me—
over 12 years.”

Over those years, Davis said there 
have only been subtle changes to 
his faith.

“I think I take God way more 
seriously now than I used to,” he 
said. “I’ve seen so many things that 
don’t make sense, that never ever, 
ever, ever will make sense. When 
we meet I’m going to have a whole 
bunch of questions. 

“But that doesn’t mean I don’t 
trust Him. I know He knows what’s 
best. I know He’s on the throne. I 
know He’s in complete total, ab-
solute control, of not only my life 
but everybody else’s. I know He al-
lows things in our life for specifi c 
purposes. I don’t know what those 
purposes are. I don’t need to know. 
I need to trust.”

For more information on the min-
istry visit www.dunamai.net.
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Plan now for your fall and 
winter camps and retreats

Dr. David and Lisa Frisbie 
will offer a “Dating After 
Divorce” seminar at North 
Coast Church.

Antwone Fisher, a best-
selling author and 
screenwriter of the 2002 
inspirational fi lm the 
bears his name, will be 
the keynote speaker at 
the Oct. 12 Angels Foster 
Family Network reception.

CRB to offer Summer 
Theatre Arts Camps 

 RANCHO BERNARDO — The 
Church at Rancho Bernardo is 
accepting registration for its two 
weeklong Summer Theatre Arts 
Camps, set to begin July 9 and July 
23.

The identical camps are for chil-
dren in grades one through eight 
and will run from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

The classes will incorporate the 
music from Broadway musicals 
while offering lessons for voice, 
dance, musical theatre, acting, 
make-up and set design. The daily 
schedule includes times for prayer 
and worship.

The camps will conclude with a 
Family Night featuring a Broadway 
Showcase performance. 

For more information, www.the-
churchatrb.org or call (858) 592-
2434, ext. 323.

 

Tips on dating 
after divorce

VISTA — North Coast Church 
will offer a “Dating After Divorce” 
seminar from 8 a.m. to noon July 
8 at the congre-
gation’s new cam-
pus.

The seminar 
will be led by Dr. 
David Frisbie and 
his wife, Lisa. As 
experts on remar-
riage, the couple 
has written 19 
books on fam-
ily life, including 
“Happily Remar-
ried” and “Mov-
ing Forward After 
Divorce.” Topics 

to be covered include “After Di-
vorce: Are You Ready for a New 
Relationship?” “Are You Financially 
Prepared for a New Relationship?” 
“Are You Emotionally Prepared 
for a New Relationship?” “Are You 
Spiritually Prepared for a New Rela-
tionship?” “Are You Physically Pre-
pared for a New Relationship?” and 
“Is Your Family Prepared for a New 
Relationship?” 

The cost of the seminar is $10 
per person, payable at the door.

The seminar will be hosted in 
the Adult Modular Building. The 
church is located at 2405 N. Santa 
Fe Ave.

For more information contact 
Pam Clark, at pclark@northcoast-
church.com.

St. Stephen’s Jubilee 
celebration continues 
with Bishop Porter

SAN DIEGO — Bishop Henry 
Porter of Sarasota, Fla., will bring a 
series of meetings to St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral on July 22 to 28.

“The Love Campaign and Re-
vival” is part of St. Stephen’s Jubi-

lee which is a continuing 
series of events celebrat-
ing the 50-year legacy of 
Bishop George D. McK-
inney and St. Stephen’s 
Ministries.

Porter is a recording 
artist. His television show, 
“The Love Campaign,” 
has aired since 1986, mak-
ing its national debut on 
BET in 2004.

He has appeared on the 
nationally televised Bob-
by Jones Gospel and has 
shared the stage with such 

singers as Albertina Walker, Shirley 
Caesar, The Mighty Clouds of Joy 
and the late Cassietta George.

The meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
nightly.

The church is located at 5825 Im-
perial Ave.

For more information, call (619) 
381-5411 or visit www.ststephens-
cogic.org.

500 shoes donated to 
SD Rescue Mission

SAN DIEGO — Samaritan’s Feet 
International, a nonprofi t humani-
tarian organization founded in 
2003 by Nigerian born Emmanuel 

Ohonme, has donated 500 pairs of 
shoes to the San Diego Rescue Mission.

Founded by Ohonme and his 
wife, Tracie, the ministry has dis-
tributed more than three million 
pairs of shoes through its pool 
of 70,000 volunteers. Their pur-
pose is to share hope with under-
privileged and hurting peoples of 
the world by washing their feet, 
giving them a new pair of shoes 
and empowering them to believe 
that their dreams can come true.
 

‘Awesome’ 
VBS adventure

SAN DIEGO — Paradise Hills 
Southern Baptist Church will hold 
its family Vacation Bible School 
weeknights from July 9 to 13.

This year’s theme is “Awesome 
Adventure at Paradise.”

Classes for all age groups are of-
fered from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. A light 
dinner will be available from 5:30 
to 6 p.m.

The church is located at 6038 
Cumberland St.

For more information, visit www.
phsbc.net or call (619) 479-4111.

Foster family 
organization announces 
annual fundraiser

LA JOLLA — The Angels Foster 
Family Network will host “An Eve-
ning with the Angels,” its annual 
fundraising reception and silent 
auction at 6 p.m. Oct. 12 at the Hy-
att Regency La Jolla at Aventine.

The featured speaker will be An-
twone Fisher, a best-selling author 
and screenwriter of the 2002 inspira-
tional fi lm that bears his name. The 

movie, which stars 
Denzel Washington 
and Derek Luke, 
explored Fisher’s 
riveting childhood 
journey through 
foster care.

The Master of 
Ceremonies will 
be Jeff Detrow of 
the Jeff and Jer 
Showgram.

Angels Foster 
Family Network is a 
unique non-profi t 
foster family agency 
placing infants and 
toddlers in loving 
homes, many of 
them Christian, 
throughout San 
Diego County. They are looking for 
nurturing parents to heal and prevent 
broken attachments, transforming 
foster care one family at a time.

For more information, visit www.
angelsfoster.org.

Adoption seminar 
approaches

OCEANSIDE — Family Connec-
tions Adoptions, which is seeking 
adoptive parents for waiting Cali-
fornia children and some from de-
veloping countries, will hold a free 
informational session from 6 to 8 
p.m. July 5 at its offi ce.

In addition to the seminar, families 
interested in adoption may receive a 
free information packet from Family 
Connections, a non-profi t corporation.

Additional sessions will be held 
Aug. 2 and Sept. 6.

The offi ce is located at 2191 S. El 
Camino Real, Suite 202 in Oceans-
ide. For more information, call 
(760) 966-0531.

Gospel choir 
competition

LOS ANGELES — Registra-
tions are now being accepted for 
Verizon’s 5th annual “How Sweet 
the Sound Gospel Celebration,” 
a search for America’s best gospel 
choir, which will be held Nov. 4 in 
New York City.

The annual event pays tribute to 
gospel music and provides choirs 
with a platform to showcase their 
talent. A regional competition is 
set for Sept. 21 at Staples Center in 
Los Angeles. The deadline to reg-

ister a choir for the com-
petition is June 30. The 
competition is offering 
up to $50,000 in cash and 
prizes.

“Anyone would love to 
have the bragging rights of 
calling themselves ‘the best 
church choir’ in the nation,” 
said Kristian Herring, direc-
tor of North Carolina’s Salva-
tion and Deliverance Church 
Choir, last year’s winner. 

The New York fi nale will 
be hosted by Grammy win-
ners Donald Lawrence and 
Yolanda Adams. The event 
judges will be CeCe Winans, 
Bishop Hezekiah Walker, 
Fred Hammond and Erica 
Campbell of Mary Mary.

Tickets for the showcase are ex-
pected to go on sale soon.

For more information, visit www.
HowSweetTheSound.com.

Creation museum to 
present evangelism 
seminar

SANTEE — The Creation and 
Earth History Museum will pres-
ent “Reaching the Close Minded” 
seminar on Saturday, July 21. The 
half-day event will feature methods 
for sharing the gospel with non-
believers.

Presenters will include Bob Sie-
gel, “Three Questions We Can Ask 
Skeptical Friends;” Kevin Conover, 
“Witnessing to Non-believers Using 
Intelligent Design and the Human 
Genome;” and Ross Chenault, “Tac-
tics for Evangelism.”

The event will run from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. and will take place 
at the museum located at 10946 
Woodside Ave. N. in Santee.

Registration information is avail-
able at www.educateforlife.org or 
call (619) 251-9292.

For information about the mu-
seum, visit www.creationsd.org.

Evening VBS 
in Lemon Grove

LEMON GROVE — Calvary Cha-
pel Lemon Grove will hold its an-
nual Vacation Bible School from 6 
to 8:15 p.m. July 23 to 27.

The church is located at 8075 
Broadway Ave.

For more information, call (619) 
667-3804.

D’Souza to speak for 
Advocates gala in Oct.

COSTA MESA — Advocates for 
Faith and Freedom will hold its an-
nual Justice fundraising gala and 
dinner Oct. 6 at the Hilton Orange 
County. 

This year’s keynote speaker is au-
thor and speaker Dinesh D’Souza, 
who is president of The King’s Col-
lege in New York. D’Souza is also a 
former policy analyst in the Reagan 
administration and has been called 
one of the “top young public policy 
makers in the country” by Inves-
tor’s Business Daily. 

This summer, a new docu-
mentary fi lm, “2016”—based on 
D’Souza’s book, The Roots of 
Obama’s Rage—will take viewers 
deep into the heart and mind of 
the President. Produced by Gerald 
R. Molen, Spielberg’s co-producer 
on Hollywood blockbusters such as 
“Schindler’s List,” “Jurassic Park” 
and “Minority Report,” it explores 
the origin of Obama’s thinking.

View the trailer now at 2016the-
movie.com.

For more information on the fun-
draising gala, visit www.faith-freedom.
com or call (951) 304-7583.
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1500 East Lexington Ave. El Cajon 92019

Tim Lovelace is a nationally sought after 
comedian, singer and motivational 

speaker. His award-winning musical 
talents—piano, guitar, banjo, mandolin, 
and more—coupled with his crystal clean 
humor have people of all ages laughing 
their ribs loose! 

Tim uses humor for a purpose—to 
motivate and inspire by sharing life 

lessons through his unique delivery. He is 
a masterful storyteller, and his heart for 
God always comes shining through. 

Tim’s chart-topping comedy songs are 
continuously aired on radio stations 

around the country. 

Tim Lovelace is one “very funny” man 
who not only wants people to laugh 

but, most importantly, to discover real joy 
and happiness for this journey of life!

Special presentation

Dinesh D’Souza, Keynote Speaker 
President of The King’s College in New York 
This summer, Dinesh D’Souza will certainly be making headlines prior to the national election 
as a new documentary fi lm, “2016”—based on D’Souza’s book, The Roots of Obama’s Rage—will 
take viewers deep into the heart and mind of the President. Produced by Gerald R. Molen, 
Spielberg’s co-producer on Hollywood blockbusters such as “Schindler’s List,” “Jurassic Park” 
and “Minority Report,” it explores the origin of Obama’s thinking. View the trailer now at 
2016themovie.com.
A former policy analyst in the Reagan White House, D’Souza is called one of the “top young 

public policy makers in the country” by Investor’s Business Daily. He is the author of multiple best-sellers including 
Illiberal Education, Ronald Reagan: How an Ordinary Man Became an Extraordinary Leader, What’s So Great About America, 
Letters to a Young Conservative and What’s So Great About Christianity. A prolifi c writer, persuasive debater, and sought 
after speaker, D’Souza has been named one of America’s most infl uential conservative thinkers by the New York Times.

Justice 2012
Annual Fundraising Gala

Saturday, October 6
Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa

Liberty Legacy Title Sponsor

www.TheUpperRoomPresents.com

Reserve your tickets now! Register online at 
www.faith-freedom.com

For more information, call 1-888-588-6888 
or email info@faith-freedom.com

SAVE THE DATE   October 6, 2012

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Sometimes there 
is nothing quite like thousands of 
men gathered in a sporting venue 
cheering about the coaches’ calls 
from the fi eld of play.

On Sept. 7 and 8, Southern 
California men will get just that op-
portunity when Promise Keepers 
brings back its popular conference 
schedule to the Viejas Arena at San 
Diego State University. During the 
two-day event, the all-male audi-
ence will be asked to respond to a 
variety of play calls by an impres-
sive list of national “coaches”: Greg 
Stier, “Called Out”; Bob Beltz, “A 
Call to Duty”; Tony Evans, “A Call 
to Lead”; Sam Rodriguez, “A Call 
to Action”; Raleigh Washington, “A 
Call to Courage”; and local Pastor 
Miles McPherson, “A Call to Nobil-
ity.” 

Among those with a front row 
seat will be John Lough, the assis-
tant conference director, who has 
assisted with about four dozen PK 
events over the years. In the early 
days of the ministry, Lough, then a 
national salesman, would often ar-
range his business trips to coincide 
with regional PK events.

Years later, his heart was embold-
ened that the ministry was trying to 
revive the model that made Prom-
ise Keepers a national sensation in 
the 1990s after its founding by Bill 
McCartney, then-head coach of the 
Buffaloes at the University of Colo-
rado, Boulder. On May 20, McCart-
ney was named founder and chair-
man emeritus of the organization 
he had launched after the ministry 
vision emerged on a trip with his 
friend Dave Wardell.

“They were driving across to a 
Campus Crusade for Christ event, 
and that’s when they had that vision 
of fi lling the stadiums with men 
praising God and falling on their 
face and praying for revival and 
worshipping God in a big stadium 
event. It took off from there.”

Over the years, the ministry 
struggled with fi nancial diffi culties 
and at one point the entire staff 
was laid off, with operations being 
handled by an all-volunteer team. 
About fi ve years ago, McCartney 
came out of retirement to return 
to the ministry. Lough said he’s ea-
gerly awaiting the ministry’s revival.

“When I was at a PK event God 

Organizers San Diego Prom-
ise Keepers conference estimate 
they need between 250 and 300 
volunteers serving in fi ve core ar-
eas over the course of the event. 
Among those positions are up to 
20 key leaderships spots.

“If they have a special gift that 
can be used, tell us about it,” said 
John Lough, the assistant confer-

ence director.
In addition to a core pool of men, 

Lough said he’s also looking to fi ll 
many of the spots by women.

The needed volunteer posts 
are listed below. For more infor-
mation, including an application 
form, visit www.promisekeepers.
org and click on the programs 
link.

Promise Keepers has big plans for conference in San Diego

showed me—I was sitting up to-
wards the top—and He told me to 
look down toward these men and 
He goes, ‘That’s your ministry, you 
are being called to serve men.’”

For the next few months, Lough 
will be doing just that, driving down 
to San Diego for weekly planning 
meetings from his Moreno Valley 
home.

“I see a calling on me to get this 
thing straight, to get it right and 
fulfi ll the ministry God has called 
them to do,” said Lough, who has 
also worked with the Harvest Cru-
sades, hosted by his home church 
Harvest Christian Fellowship in 
Riverside. “God is calling them out 
right now.”

Lough, the co-owner of a com-
mercial produce company, said he 
is so committed to the process be-
cause he believes the time is ripe 
for men, especially Christian men, 
to recapture their God-given roles 
to lead their families and their com-
munities. The fi rst step, he said, is 
wrestling with sin.

“When it comes to Promise Keep-
ers I know we are coming to the al-
tar to deal, and we’re going to get 
things straight,” Lough said.

“That night at the altar call they 
are dealing with it. The next morn-
ing after they have slept on it, they 
are going to deal with more issues. 
We’re going to have the support 
afterwards to deal with those is-
sues and get them in Bible-believ-
ing churches with a good, vibrant 
men’s ministry. They are going to 
serve their pastor, be better hus-
bands, be better workers and com-

munity leaders.”
The overall goal to get it straight, 

he said, is not limited to unbeliev-
ers.

“The condition of the men at 
the churches are that the guys have 
‘been there, done that.’ The kids 
are the same way; they see their 
dads not following through and not 
doing the things they are called to 
do.”

Repentance, he said, is the only 
way to change a culture that’s run 
amok with values that run contrary 
to God’s Word.

“There are no fi rm standards 
anymore,” Lough said. “As long as 
we don’t have fi rm standards or bib-
lical beliefs it’s always going to hap-
pen again. Nobody is going to take 
responsibility for what happens.”

In advance of the event, Lough 
said the planning team is calling 
on the men to fast and pray ev-
ery Thursday between now and 
the event “so that they can get in 
tune with the spiritual side of it, 
fasting and opening themselves 
up to God and what he’s going 
to do,” he said. 

What: Promise Keeners 
Men’s Conference

When: September 7-8
Where: Viejas Arena, San Diego 

State University
Speakers: Miles McPherson, 

Raleigh Washington, Tony 
Evans, Sam Rodriguez, 
Greg Stier, Bob Beltz

Also: Music - Lincoln Brewster 
Comedy - Brad Stine

Cost: $59 — use promo code 
“0912-CENW” to save 
$20. Pay just $39.

— Registration —
1-866-776-6473

www.promisekeepers.org/events

Male and female volunteers needed

Field & Follow-Up Group
Men’s Ministry Team  
Scholarship Team 
Serve The City Team
Language Radio Distributor
Spanish Interpreter
ASL Interpreters
Special Needs 

Administration Group  
Registration
Retail
Store 5
Usher & Greeter Team

Conference Services Group
Facilities Set Up & Tear Down
HQ Assistant

Radio Admin
Shuttle Drivers
Airport Greeters 
Exhibit Team
Security
Food Team
Volunteer R & D

Prayer & Evangelism Group
Intercessory Prayer
Prayer Room Worship Leader
Evangelism Prayer Team
Prayer Booth Team 
Follow-up Team

Strategic Relations Group
Social Media
Donor Team
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CHILD CUSTODY

~
31 YEARS OF

FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

1-888-FAMLAW-5

Law Office of

Patrick L. McCrary

www.californiachildsupport.com

Divorce and Property Division

& Support

Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a 
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

DILSROOFING & EXTERIORS

1-800-501-7663 
Senior Citizen Discounts

Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s verifi ed by Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. to meet Certifi edFirst™ Network high standards 
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where 
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very 
satisfi ed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee* 
using products that have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a Certifi edFirst™ 
Network shop, and consider it done.

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.

Services include:

minor dings to major 
damage)

replacement

www.certifi edfi rst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

Christian Examiner staff report

LA MESA — The Ruth Institute will 
present “It Takes a Family to Raise a 
Village,” a seminar for young adults 
from July 26 to 29 at Skyline Church. 

Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse, 
founder and president of the San 
Marcos-based institute, will be one 
of the featured speakers for the 
seminar. A senior research fellow 
in Economics at the Acton Insti-
tute for the Study of Religion and 
Liberty, Morse founded the non-
profi t educational institute as a way 
to promote lifelong married love 
at home, work and in the public 
square to college students and oth-
er young adults.

Her 2001 book “Love and Econom-

ics: Why the Laissez-Faire Family 
Doesn’t Work” was recently reissued 
in paperback, as “Love and Economics: 
It Takes a Family to Raise a Village.”

Although the fi rst conference of-
fering “Emerging Leaders—Student 
and Young Adult” program” is sold 
out, the general admission program 
is still open to anyone of any age with 
an interest in learning more about 
the biblical and natural basis for the 
lifetime covenantal marriage between 
one man and one woman. 

The “Ambassadors General Pro-
gram” includes all events Saturday 
and Sunday and lunch on Saturday. 
Participants have the opportunity to 
complete at least one Ruth Institute 
Ambassadors Certifi cate of Completion 
for any tracks they may complete over 

the course of the weekend. The fee for 
the Ambassador program is $65. 

Topics to be explored include “Talk-
ing to Your Teens About Sex,” “Jesus 
and Marriage,” “Practical Issues in Fam-
ily Life,” “Sex, Society and Christianity,” 
“Paul and Homosexuality,” “Legal and 
Sociological Perspectives on Children,” 
“The Law of Parenthood,” “Debunking 
Same Sex Parenting Studies,” “The 
Question We Never Thought We’d Ask: 
Does Having a Father and a Mother 
Really Matter?” “Impact of Divorce 
on Society,” “Preventing Divorce,” 
“Religious Liberty and the Sexual 
Revolution” and “Religious Liberty 
Issues in the United States.”

For more information, visit www.
ruthinstitute.org. 

Young adult marriage seminar 
to explore cultural issues

By Lori Arnold

EL CAJON — The Rock Church, 
San Diego’s largest congregation with 
as many as 13,000 in weekly attendance, 
will add a second satellite campus after 
signing a fi ve-year, $1.2 million lease 
for the former Michael’s craft store 
building off of Fletcher Parkway.

The agreement includes the large 
retail space, plus two smaller adjacent 
suites, totaling 21,067 square feet.

Pastor Ricky Page, who will serve as 
pastor of the new El Cajon campus, 
said the church is in the permitting 
process, and an opening date has not 
been set. Indoor renovations will also 
be required for the main auditorium. 
The smaller suites will serve as the 
children’s ministry center.

The new location mirrors one Rock 
Church established two years ago in 
North County, which draws about 
1,000 people to its four weekly services. 
Described as “video venues” the satel-
lite sites broadcast the sermons live as 
Senior Pastor Miles McPherson delivers 
them during their fi ve Sunday services 
from the church’s main Point Loma 
campus. In addition to having its own 
site pastor, the satellite churches each 
have their own worship band. 

Since the design plans are still in 

progress and under review by the city, 
Page said he is not sure yet what the 
auditorium capacity will be. 

“Right now we are at the mercy of the 
city, but we are praying that the Lord 
will part the seas of all the bureaucracy 
and red tape,” he said.

The decision to add an East County 
site came at the request of members, 
some of whom were traveling 30 to 
45 minutes to attend the Point Loma 
church.

“We’re going to set up shop out there 
so the folks can have their home church 
in their own backyard, so they can make 
a difference in their neighborhood,” 
Page said.

The cornerstone of Rock Church’s 
vision is community outreach, with its 
members donating millions of dollars 
worth of time and labor on service 
projects annually.

The El Cajon location is within fi ve 
or so miles of several other prominent 
megachurches. With the East County 
representing about 18 percent of the 
region’s 3.1 million residents, Page 
said he believes there is plenty of room 
for another large church. In recent 
weeks he’s met with several pastors 
and said they have welcomed him with 
open arms.

“The truth of the matter is with 480,000 

folks living in East County we couldn’t 
have enough megachurches,” he said. “It 
would take a lot of churches to get to the 
number of 480,000. In my opinion, as 
long as the churches are Bible-believing, 
evangelical in nature and teaching Scrip-
ture, then we need more.”

In the coming months and years, 
Page said he is looking “forward to 
how God is forming partnerships 
with other churches.”

“We think its very important to 
have a unifi ed front against the en-
emy, and quite frankly the enemy 
plays off of believers’ kind of at-
tacking each other or getting con-
fused or (those) who are misguided 
and misled and everybody kind of 
building silos and doing their own 
thing,” he said. “The enemy loves 
that because it’s not a united front 
against him. When we’re divided, 
we’re not as strong.”

The same concept of unity, Page 
said, is behind the model of the 
multi-sited church. 

“I love the vision behind it,” he 
said. “We believe that the macro 
vision of the Rock Church is one 
that the Lord has given and placed 
on Pastor Miles’ heart, but for one 
man to pull off a vision that large is 
impossible.

Rock Church leases former craft 
store for a second satellite campus
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for San Diego Coun ty not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fel low ships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Mo tor cy cle 
Min is tries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup port 
groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, Grand-
 par ent ing, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Ex cel lent Way, and many 
more), Sem i nars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in THE 
CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. Send 
to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or fax to (619) 
668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We regret we can-
not list Sunday morn ing services.

STEPHEN CHAN, DMD

www.stephenchandmd.com

619-464-2801

Oral Cancer Screening

it could save your life!Most Insurances 
Accepted

Dental Services:

Smilehaven Dental CenterCal Thomas

www.SpeakersGroup.net

THRU JUL 24 • TUESDAYS
Mega Sports Vacation Bible Summer, 
grades 3-6th. Tuesdays 6:30-8pm, Las 
Flores Church, 1400 Las Flores Dr., Carls-
bad, $10/child • (760) 729-0231 x220

JUN 28 • THURSDAY
Meet Duane Gish, PhD & book signing. 
6:30-8:30pm, The Creation & Earth His-
tory Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, 
Santee, free • (619) 599-1104

JUN 28-30 • THU-SAT
“Changed by Grace,” with Tim Lane, Julius 
Kim & more. Grace Bible Church, 655 
W 11th Ave., Escondido. By Institute for 
Biblical Counseling & Education  • (760) 
747-9252, ibcd.org

JUN 29-30 • FRI-SAT
James Dobson, host of Family Talk and 
founder of Focus on the Family, will present 
Parts 5-8 of an 8-part live taping of “Build-
ing a Family Legacy,” 6:30-9:30pm, Skyline 
Church, Hwy 94 @ Jamacha, Rancho San 
Diego. Free, but reservations required • 
buildingafamilylegacy.com 

JUN 30 • SATURDAY
BBQ & Dance, with Ahab & the Whalers. 
2-9pm, Lakeside Community Presbyterian 
Church, 9909 Channel Rd., Lakeside • 
(619) 443-1021

Celebrate America. 5pm, Shadow Moun-
tain Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon, free • (619) 440-1802, 
shadowmountain.org

JUL 5 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 2191 S El 
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

JUL 7 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., Santee 
• creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

Singles 35+ Seminar: Dating & Marriage 
After Divorce & Breakups. 7-10pm, The 
Cove, The Church at Rancho Bernardo, 
11838 Bernardo Plaza Court, Ste. 101, 
San Diego, $10 • (760) 443-3188

JUL 8 • SUNDAY
“Dating After Divorce” Seminar with Dr. 
David & Lisa Frisbie. 9am-12pm, North 
Coast Church, Vista, $10 • pclark@north-
coastchurch.com

Tim LaHaye, Summer Bible Conference. 
6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

JUL 9 • MONDAY
El Cajon Aglow. 6:30pm, First Lutheran 
Church, Tedrahan Hall, 867 S Lincoln, El 
Cajon • (619) 440-2508

JUL 9-13 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School, Kindergarten thru 
Adult. 5:30-8:30pm, Paradise Hills South-
ern Baptist Church, 6038 Cumberland St., 
San Diego • (619) 479-4111

JUL 9-20 
Summer Theatre Arts Camp, 1st-8th grade. 
Mon-Fri 8:30am-12pm, The Church at 
Rancho Bernardo, 11740 Bernardo Plaza 
Ct., San Diego • (858) 592-2434 x323

JUL 10-13 • TUE-FRI
Basketball Sports Camp, K-6th grade. 
9am-12pm, F  irst Baptist Church Claire-
mont, 3219 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San 
Diego, free • (858) 273-4642, (858) 
273-4642

JUL 11 • WEDNESDAY
Educational Workshop for Parents on 
College Parenting & Scholarships. 7-8pm, 
Windsor Hills Community Church, 7485 
Orien Ave., La Mesa, free • (619) 579-0728

JUL 12-14 • THU-SAT
29th Annual Christian Homeschool Con-
vention, with Dr. Voddie Bauchman Jr, Jes-
sica Hulcy, Ray Comfort & more. Pasadena 
Convention Center, Pasadena. Hosted by 
the Christian Home Educators Association 
• (562) 864-2432, cheaofca.org

JUL 14 • SATURDAY
San Diego Women’s Connection. 11:30am-
1:30pm, Best Western Seven Seas, 411 
Hotel Circle S, San Diego, $22 • (619) 
670-3833, (619) 276-6972

JUL 15 • SUNDAY
Ralph West, Summer Bible Conference. 
6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

JUL 15-19 • SUN-THU 
Sky VBS. 6:30-8:30pm, Lighthouse Chris-
tian Church, 4700 Mesa Dr., Oceanside, 
$15/child or $40/family • lightcc.org

JUL 15-20 • SUN-FRI
Vacation Bible School, “Amazing Wonders 
Aviation,” grades K-8th. 5:30-8:45pm, 
Lifeway Church, 1120 Highland Dr., Vista, 
free • (760) 724-2280

JUL 17 • TUESDAY
Network of Evangelical Women in Ministry 
“Sister-Girlfriend’s Night Out.” 6:30pm, 
Casa de Pico, Grossmont Center, La Mesa 
• RSVP (619) 749-3114

JUL 18 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connection, 
monthly luncheon. 11:30am-1pm, Chula 
Vista Gold Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita 
Rd., Bonita, $15 • (619) 475-6288

Focus Singles Dinner, 40+. 6pm, Foothills 
Church, 365 W Bradley Ave., Room A1, El 
Cajon, $3 • (619) 368-0611

JUL 19 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. Andy Doan. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel 
Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688

JUL 21 • SATURDAY
“Reaching the Close Minded” evangelism 
and apologetics conference, featuring Bob 
Siegel, Kevin Conover, Ross Chenault, 
8:30am-12:30pm, Creation and Earth 
History Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. 
N., Santee. $10-$15 • (619) 251-9292, 
educateforlife.org

Phil Wickham, in concert. 6pm, Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, 6365 El Apajo Rd., 
Rancho Santa Fe • horizon.org

JUL 22 • SUNDAY
Comedian Tim Lovelace. 5pm, El Cajon 
Wesleyan Church, 1500 E Lexington 
Ave., El Cajon, $10/person or $25/family 
(suggested donation) • 619) 440-4452, 
(619) 442-5941

Voddie Bauchman, Summer Bible Confer-
ence. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

JUL 22-27 • SUN-FRI
Vacation Bible School, Amazing Wonders 
Aviation,” 3 years – high school. 5:45-
8:30pm, First Baptist Church Clairemont, 
3219 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., Clairemont, 
free • fbcclairemont.org, (858) 273-4642

JUL 22-28 • SUN-SAT
Jubilee Celebrations with Bishop Henry 
Porter & the Love Campaign & Revival. 7pm, 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral C.O.G.I.C., 5825 
Imperial Ave., San Diego • (619) 262-2671

JUL 23-27 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School. 6-8:15pm, Calvary 
Chapel Lemon Grove, 8075 Broadway Ave., 
Lemon Grove • (619) 667-3804

JUL 23-AUG 3
Summer Theatre Arts Camp, 1st-8th grade. 

Mon-Fri 8:30am-12pm, The Church at 
Rancho Bernardo, 11740 Bernardo Plaza 
Ct., San Diego • (858) 592-2434 x323

J  UL 25-29 • WED-SUN
Renovare, Covenant Retreat, with Richard 
J Foster, Chris Hall, Nathan Foster, Julia 
Roller & many more. Point Loma Nazarene 
University, San Diego, various cost • (303) 
792-0152, renovare.us

JUL 26-29 • THU-SUN
“It Takes a Family to Raise a Village” 
seminar with Dr Jennifer Roback Morse. 
Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La 
Mesa, $50 • ruthinstitute.org 

JUL 27-29 • FRI-SUN
1st Annual Deliverance Conference, “Let 
Go, Let God.” Bethel Baptist Church, 1962 
N Euclid Ave., San Diego. Sponsored by 12 
Fruits Ministry • (619) 266-2411

JUL 29 • SUNDAY
Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon 
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

Philip De Courcy, Summer Bible Confer-
ence. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

AUG 2 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 2191 S El 
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

AUG 4 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., Santee 
• creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

Ernie Watts on Saxophone, the Jazz 
Vespers Series. 5pm, Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church, 1343 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa 
Monica, free • (310) 452-1116

AUG 5 • SUNDAY
Sean McDowell, Summer Bible Confer-

ence. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

AUG 6-10 • MON-FRI
2012 Summer Drama & Musical Theatre 
Camp, middle school thru ’12 high school 
graduates. The Village Church, 6225 
Paseo Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe • (858) 
756-2441

AUG 12 • SUNDAY
Dennis Swanberg, Summer Bible Confer-
ence. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

AUG 13-19 • MON-SUN
Sonrise National Park Vacation Bible 
School, ages 4-13. 4:30-8pm, The Salva-
tion Army Church, 4170 Balboa Ave., San 
Diego, free • (858) 483-1831

AUG 16 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Nate Landis. 12-
1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel 
Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688

AUG 19 • SUNDAY
John Ortberg, Summer Bible Conference. 
6pm, Shadow Mountain Community 
Church, 2100 Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, free 
• (619) 440-1802, shadowmountain.org

AUG 25-26 • SAT-SUN
OC Harvest Crusade with Greg Laurie, 
Third Day, David Crowder, Gungor, Jeremy 
Camp & MercyMe. Sat 6pm & Sun 4pm, 
Angel Stadium, Anaheim, free • harvest-
crusades.org

SEP 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Promise Keepers 2012 National Men’s 
Conference, “Called Out!” Viejas Arena at 
San Diego State University. Featuring Miles 
McPherson, Tony Evans, Sam Rodriguez, 
Brad Stine, Raleigh Washington, Greg 
Stier and more. Use code 0912-CENW 
for $20 discount • 1-866-776-6473, 
promisekeepers.org 

JUL 8 • SUNDAY

JUL 23-AUG 3 (cont.) AUG 5 • SUNDAY (cont.)
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By Lori Arnold

RIVERSIDE — Nearly 50 public 
universities, including two in Southern 
California, have been sent legal letters 
claiming their policies violate the free 
speech rights of students.

The letters are asking university ad-
ministrators to fi x the policies or face 
litigation, said Kevin Theriot, senior 
counsel for the Alliance Defense Fund, 
which has initiated a new campaign 
targeting what it is calling “unconsti-
tutional policies.” The initiative is part 
of the legal organization’s Speak Up 
Movement project, which monitors free 
speech incidents nationwide.

The two Southern California cam-
puses already targeted are the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside and the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
Both have speech codes that ADF 
believes are in violation of federal law.

The letters are the fi rst of more 
than 160 expected to be sent out to 
college and university administrators. 
The campuses were identifi ed after an 
ADF staff member reviewed the policies 
at each university. The group plans to 
replicate the campaign on community 
colleges in the future.

“We’ve seen an up tick in discrimi-
nation against conservative students, 
and especially Christian students, on 
the part of college administrators and 
that includes administration and fac-
ulty that are singling out students that 
don’t tow their liberal party line for 
discrimination,” Theriot said.

Violations include speech restric-
tions in classrooms or other campus 
areas, rules that force student clubs 
to accept voting members and offi cers 
that don’t agree with the clubs’ beliefs, 

and policies that allow non-religious 
student groups to use student activ-
ity fees but exclude religious student 
groups even though the students in 
those groups have contributed to 
the fees.

“I think it’s gotten progressively 
worse,” the ADF attorney said. “It has 
been a problem. There have been 
restrictions on speech of students on 
public school campuses for 40 years 
now.”

In the 1960s and ’70s that discrimi-
nation came from conservative admin-
istrators who were cracking down on 
the mostly liberal anti-war movement 
protests. 

“That has fl ipped now, and now, 
generally speaking, administration 
offi cials are liberal, and they are restrict-
ing the rights of conservative students,” 
Theriot said. “The law has not changed. 
The students, no matter whether you 
are conservative or liberal, all have—
religious, atheists or whatever—they 
have First Amendment rights and have 
a great deal of First Amendment rights 
on campus.”

In addition to the ideological 
fl op between educators and stu-
dents, Theriot said administrators 
are increasingly adopting Europe-
an standards, which advocate that 
censorship is acceptable in the case 
of offensive speech.

“There is an idea that pervades 
our society as a whole, not just cam-
puses, that speech that might offend 
somebody somehow is not worthy of 
protection,” Theriot said. “Whereas 
university campuses are supposed to be 
marketplaces of ideas, but instead they 
often become places of censorship.”

Besides being in violation of the 

ADF targets public universities with unconstitutional policies
Two Southern California colleges receive letters seeking rule changes

PHOTO BY NIKHIL KULKARNI/WIKIPEDIA

A fountain splashes outside of Powell Library on the campus at University of 
California, Los Angeles. The Alliance Defense Fund says the school’s policies violate 
the free speech rights of students.

U.S. Constitution, the conservative 
attorney said such policies are too 
subjective, giving public servants 
the right to determine what speech 
they deem acceptable.

“What is hate speech? Is it ex-
pressing disagreement with you, 
what you believe or what you do? 
Is that hate speech?” he said. “No, I 
don’t think so. It might be offensive 
to you, but that’s the exact kind of 
speech that the First Amendment 
was designed to protect. We don’t 
need protection for speech that ev-
eryone agrees with.”

In the two local cases, represen-
tatives from UC Riverside said in 
a response letter that their poli-
cies were already under review and 
that ADFs concerns were noted, 
but they would not be responding 
directly to the request. UCLA re-
sponded by asking for more time to 
review their policies.

“We are attempting to give universi-
ties the opportunity to fi x those without 
having to go through the pain of litiga-
tion,” he said. “But if they don’t, then 
we will actively be pursuing clients to 
actually fi x them, if we need to.”

Theriot said about 20 campuses 
have responded to the letters, and 
eight have made positive changes 
to their policies.

“Overall, I hope it increases the 
knowledge of university adminis-
trators who may not even be aware 
that some of these policies are 
on the books and are chilling the 
speech rights and religious free-
doms of their students who look 
at them and say, ‘I can’t do that, I 
won’t even try.’”

While the number of cases has 
escalated across the country, Theriot 
acknowledged that California had been 
a hotbed of student freedom cases, 
including numerous ones fi led against 

high school campuses.
In March, the U.S. Supreme Court 

declined to hear a case brought by a 
fraternity and sorority that were chal-
lenging San Diego State University’s 
policy that said the Christian clubs 
had to admit anyone who wanted to 
join in order to be recognized as an 
offi cial club, regardless of their reli-
gious beliefs. Leadership also had to 
be opened up to anyone, including 
atheists or gays and lesbians.

Theriot said the court declined to 
hear the case since SDSU modifi ed 
the policy to apply to all clubs, mean-
ing the religious clubs were not being 
singled out.

A similar case was fi led against Uni-
versity of California, Hastings College 
of the Law. Other prominent California 
college cases have included admission 
requirements for Christian schools that 
teach creation instead of evolution and 
speech zone requirements for pro-life 
groups. 

“It says to me that California really 
is hostile to Christianity, at least their 
administrators are,” Theriot said. “I 
think in general the California popu-
lace is not, but you’ve got the people in 
control that are forted up in the major 
cities that really are hostile to conserva-
tives and, especially, Christian point of 
view, so they enact policies that appear 
neutral on their face but are really de-
signed to go after the Christian clubs.”

For more information about the 
campaign, visit www.speakup-
movement.org.UC RIVERSIDE: The 
Alliance Defense Fund says the 
University of California, Riverside 
has policies that violate the free 
speech rights of students.
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Come join our team!
Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a 
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential 
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center. 
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by 
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement 
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-for-
profit corporation, dedicated to the service of others. 

Employment Opportunities
 We are currently seeking  energetic professionals with great communication 
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our mission-
oriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply. 
    To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please 
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

■ Servers (PT)

■ Caregivers (per diem)

■ Janitor (FT day shift)

■ Speech therapist  
(FT & per diem)

■ LVN (PT AM shift)
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Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

ACCOUNTING
  Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on your 
personal/business taxes, expenses and much more! 
Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn more about 
how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
      Arcangel808.com. Arcangel808: My struggle to know 
and serve Jesus Christ. 

Available now to you, “Teachings by Jesus” setting 
the mental captives free from sickness, poverty, etc. 
Contact us now at consulting71@hotmail.com. 

BOOKS
  Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 598-
8968. Nondenominational.

   CHURCH SPACE 
AVAILABLE

  Lease Bonita facility for small/pioneer church. Seats 
70. Call (619) 479-4000.

  COUNSELING
  Lighthouse Family Counseling. (619) 460-1200, 
lighthousefamilycounseling.org

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

  Teachers & School Counselors! Salary Advancement 
courses, 6 week online: July 23 - September 7. Select 
from 16 Web courses! Summit Ridge Professional 
Development Courses - San Diego Christian College 
- “Providing an online interactive experience” for over 
10 years. No College Application, no hidden fees. Sign 
up/pay for Graduate electives, 1-3 units. Super easy! 
www.sdcc.edu   www.summitridgecourses.com, Diana.
Brizendine@sdcc.edu, (619) 201-8677 Dr. Bonura: 
bonuras@cox.net.

     FOR SALE-VEHICLES
Bus for sale $7,000.  Grace Church of Glendora 
(626) 335-4067, Stan. 

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving DD 
population in East County, seeking reliable, dedicated 
individuals to fi ll the following full time and part time 
positions. Raises/bonuses for exceptional work. 
Residential program: Program Manager, Program 
Instructor. Overtime opportunities available. Salary 
start from $8-$10/hour. Center for Independent 
Achievement Day Program: Instructor/Job Coach, 
$8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone (619) 592-4850, fax (619) 
592-4878 or email resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.  

  Resident Manager, Ocean Beach, Apartments. 
Part time only, 2 blocks to beach & Pier on Nar-
ragansett. No pets, please. Small quiet property. 
Mature “people person,” prefer retired. No building 
maintenance. Comp: live on site. Lovely spacious 1 
BR apartment (couple ok). Some salary. Must have 
apartment or motel “at home” work experience. 
Some leasing experience. Good judgment a must. 
Beautiful ocean-close location. Available now. Non 
smokers, please. Brief resume, Fax (619) 444-2113 
or email nbbproperties@sbcglobal.net, then call (619) 
692-2451. Larger coastal properties available soon.  

  HOUSING RENT TO OWN
New condo. D-Town Hillcrest. M. Hills. 2 garages. 
(949) 292-4283, (619) 260-1062. Rent to own.  

MINISTRIES
When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry 
to families needing help coping with homosexuality. 
Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month, 7-9pm. 
Fireside Room, Education Building, San Diego First 
Assembly of God, 8404 Phyllis Place. (619) 426-9300.

Same sex attracted? Or have a loved one who is? 
Join us each Thursday 7pm, Skyline Church, La Mesa, 
Campo Road. Safe, confi dential, supportive. Tedd 
(619) 250-7488, All welcome. 

MINISTRY SERVICES
Retired conservative pastor would like to serve 
your church as your intern pastor. Good teacher and 
communicator. Available for San Diego and Imperial 
County.  Dr. Don Blackburn (619) 933-1967.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist 
Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. All levels 
welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more information 
and availability. 

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofi ng & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT      
     Mature middle aged Christian woman seeking 
similar to rent 1/2 of house, 900 sq. ft., of private 
space includes large living room with wood burning 
stove, kitchenette, private bedroom with bath, share 
laundry room. Must like dogs and be comfortable in 
the country. $700 includes all utilities (water, trash, 
electric, propane, dish TV & internet service).  Safe, 
quiet. Great place for a companion animal upon ap-
proval. No cats, smoking. Valley Center. aardvarksvl@
gmail.com

$500 or $1,000. Desire to rent my 2 story, 4 bed-
room, 3 bath home with pool with another professional 
Christian female who would like to rent 2 bedrooms: 
one for a bedroom and the other for an offi ce. If 
you are only interested in renting one room the rent 
would be $500. Includes: Furnished or unfurnished 
bedroom (may have to share bathroom if not renting 
both rooms); share kitchen, common living areas, 
laundry and pool areas; cable and internet included. 
Close to Cuyamaca College, shopping, library, parks, 
restaurants, movies and more. No pets (already have 
two very sweet cats). No smoking or drugs. Will do 
back ground check and require fi rst and last month’s 
rent (could be negotiable). If interest, please email 
me or call Gail @ (619) 654-6670.

        Condo Santee – Highways 52 & 125 share with fun 
Christian female, 40s. $675 + deposit, split utilities 
- you get Master BR/BA + patio, fi replace, washer/
dryer, parking, gas heating, microwave, pool/Jacuzzi, 
central air. Available ASAP. Small dog ok. Shannon 
(858) 610-4298, sing2souls@gmail.com.

SERVICES
Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest work 
at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Christian caregiver/personal assistant, live-in or 
live-out, with experience, references, own transporta-
tion. Shelia (619) 307-1840

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, fun 
activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com or call 
(714) 622-4002.

TRAVEL
Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with 
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for families, 
retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Dependable Caregivers
Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002

“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022

www.dependablecaregiver.com

HELP WANTED ROOMS FOR RENT      SERVICES
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