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By Lori Arnold

SACRAMENTO — California 
teenagers seeking treatment for un-
wanted same-sex attractions would 
be banned from doing so under a 
proposed law before the state Sen-
ate. If approved, the state legisla-
tion would make California the fi rst 
in the nation to implement a ban 
on such treatment.

The law, which targets a practice 
known as “reparative” or “conver-
sion” therapy, makes no exemp-
tions for parents wishing to seek 
the treatment for their children or 
for Christian mental health profes-
sionals. Another provision of the 
law allows for adults who had the 
therapy as minors, and or their 
family members, to sue for $5,000 
in damages.

Authored by Sen. Ted Lieu, D-
Torrance, the bill, SB 1172, passed 
through its fi nal Senate committee 

on May 8 and faces a fl oor vote at 
any time before heading to the As-
sembly. 

The law also includes restrictions 
for adults seeking the treatment 
by requiring therapists to obtain 
a signed informed consent form 
from their clients before proceed-
ing. According to Lieu’s offi ce, 
the form must include a statement 
indicating that their clients “un-
derstand the potential dangers, in-
cluding depression and suicide, of 
reparative therapy and that it has 
no medical basis.”

The mandate text for the form 
would read as follows:

“Having a lesbian, gay, or bi-
sexual sexual orientation is not 
a mental disorder. There is no 
scientifi c evidence that any types 
of therapies are effective in chang-
ing a person’s sexual orientation. 

Proposed California 
law would deny 
same-sex attraction 
treatment for teens

By Lori Arnold

By the time Tracy White sent 
her adult son, Cary, to the 
corner store with $10 to 

buy some milk, he had already 
subjected his family to a circu-
itous journey of grief through his 
numerous stints between jail and 
rehab. What was supposed to be a 
10-minute grocery trip brought his 
family plenty more.

“I bought drugs and never went 

home for nine months,” Cary 
White said. “My mom thought I 
was dead, and I didn’t care. That’s 
the type of person I became.”

It was not the person his par-
ents, Duane White, then-police 
chief of Escondido, and his wife 
had raised him to be. By the age 
of 16 Cary had started his own 
auto detailing company and was 
earning several thousand dollars 
a month. His work ethic earned 
him the right to carry a pager to 

school.
But by 18 he was restless and re-

bellious. After watching the movie 
“Scarface,” White said he became 
enamored with the glory side of drug 
dealing—the money, fancy cars and 
women. Though he had never used 
drugs in his life, White embarked 
on his new enterprise by selling 
marijuana, doubling his investment 
at frequent intervals. He graduated to 

Inner Change
Seminary-level biblical training 
to expand in California prisons

Inmates from the California Rehabilitation Center in Norco pray in one of the prison yards. The prison is one of fi ve 
in the state offering The Urban Ministry Institute. The program will be expanded to more facilities thanks to an joint 
venture between Prison Fellowship and World Impact.

By Lori Arnold

CARLSBAD — Al Menconi re-
members shaking his head as he 
stood in a chapel service during 
the 1970s wondering how cultural 
infl uences could ever get worse for 
his Christian High School (El Ca-
jon, Calif.) students. After all, they 
were being exposed to such bands 
as Black Sabbath and Blue Oyster 
Cult, groups he associated with sa-
tanic tendencies.

“Now we look back at the ’70s as 
nostalgia,” Menconi said. “All we 
were talking about then was rock 
’n’ roll because TV was basically in-
nocent. It didn’t imply that teenag-
ers were having sex. It didn’t show 
parents getting a divorce. It was 
rare when there was a motion pic-
ture that the whole family couldn’t 
go to.”

Decades later, Menconi is still 
addressing the cultural infl u-
ences that undermine biblical val-
ues. Since leaving Christian High 
School in 1982 to form Al Menconi 
Ministries, the cultural expert has 

Media expert 
issues challenge 
for 30-day ban on 
entertainment

Al Menconi has issued an entertainment-
ban challenge in an effort to draw 
people to Christ. In ministry for more 
than 30 years, Menconi is hoping to 
raise up the next generation of cultural 
standard-bearers.

reached an estimated one million 
people through his presentations, 
books and other resources.

By Lori Arnold

IRVINE — Earlier this year, a 
disgruntled former student walked 
into a tiny Christian college in Oak-
land and opened fi re, killing seven 
and wounding three others.

The April 2 attack at Oikos Uni-
versity—one of the deadliest col-
lege shooting sprees in California 
history—demonstrated that Chris-
tian campuses are not immune to 
unprovoked acts of violence. 

Just as their secular private and 
public counterparts can attest, 
weighing the balance of safety and 
access is an ongoing dance for se-
curity personnel at Christian cam-

Christian colleges weigh open access amid 
security concerns in light of shootings

Oscar Harr, a security guard at Concordia University Irvine, waves to a guest 
approaching the entrance gate. Campus security offi cials nationwide, including 
those at Christian campuses, continually have to weigh the balance between 
open access and creating a safe environment for students, faculty and staff. A 
fatal shooting at a Christian university in Oakland in April showed that Christian 
campuses are not immune from violence.

See MENCONI, page 6

See TRAINING, page 8

See SB 1172, page 14 See COLLEGES, page 10

From this life to the next
Christian radio loses 
Rich Buhler, a pioneer 
talk show host 
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Tim Tebow to appear at Qualcomm Stadium for Father’s Day

Tim Tebow will appear at Shadow Mountain’s Father’s Day service on June 17. 
The event will be held at Qualcomm stadium at 10:00 a.m.

the only sophomore and the only 
homeschooler to win the Heisman 
Trophy (2007), and received the 
James E. Sullivan Award as the na-
tion’s most outstanding amateur 
athlete in any sport.

The event is free, including park-
ing, and open to the public. The 

Qualcomm Stadium parking lot 
and stadium gates open at 8:00 a.m. 
The program will begin at 10:00 
a.m.

For more information, visit www.
shadowmountain.org or call (619) 
590-2100.

By Christian Examiner staff

SAN DIEGO — El Cajon’s Shad-
ow Mountain Community Church 
has a long history of famous pastors 
and renowned guest preachers. 
The church, founded by best-sell-
ing “Left Behind” co-author Tim 
LaHaye, and pastored by nation-
ally syndicated radio Bible teacher 
David Jeremiah, hosts an annual 
summer-long, Sunday night Bible 
conference with other nationally-
known speakers.

But this summer the church, lo-
cated 15 minutes east of San Diego, 
is breaking with tradition and host-
ing a famous football player as their 
“preacher.”

The mega-church has an-
nounced that their Father’s Day 
featured speaker will be NFL quar-
terback Tim Tebow.

As quarterback for the Denver 
Broncos (he as since been traded 
to the New York Jets), Tebow cap-
tured national headlines during 
the past NFL season for amazing 
comebacks—including a spectacu-
lar come-from-behind win over the 

Steelers in the  fi rst round of the 
playoffs—and for his unabashed 
devotion to Jesus Christ demon-
strated on the fi eld by going down 
on one knee for brief moments 
of prayer, an act that has become 
known as “Tebowing.”

Because of Tebow’s wildly popularity 
that goes far beyond just sports fans, 
the church concluded that its three 
regular services in their 2,500-seat 
auditorium was not nearly suffi cient 
for the anticipated crowd.

The June 17 Sunday service has 
been moved to San Diego’s Qual-
comm Stadium, home of the San 
Diego Chargers.

“As a football player, Tim Tebow 
is the real deal, a gifted athlete who 
is capable of taking over a game at 
any moment,” said Jeremiah. “But 
far more importantly, at the age of 
24 he is also the kind of man any 
young boy would do well to emu-
late. Tim recognizes that the real 
game changer is Jesus Christ, and 
he passionately lives out his faith 
every day, both publically and pri-
vately. Tim gives Christ the glory 
and honor at every turn and he 

embraces the label ‘role model’ in 
this time when most athletes shun 
the title.”

Worship will be led by Christian 
recording artist Charles Billings-
ley, and ESPN Senior NFL Analyst 
Chris Mortensen is also expected to 
be in attendance.

In just two years, Tebow has es-
tablished himself as one of the most 
high-impact players in the National 
Football League. Before being trad-
ed to the Jets earlier this year, he 
spent his fi rst two NFL seasons with 
the Denver Broncos, starting the 
fi nal three games of his rookie sea-
son in 2010 and the last 11 of the 
2011 season. After taking over the 
team in week six, he led the Bron-
cos to fi ve dramatic come-from-
behind victories, including three 
in overtime, and their fi rst playoff 
appearance since 2005.

Prior to his selection in the fi rst 
round of the 2010 NFL draft by 
the Denver Broncos, Tebow was a 
standout quarterback at the Uni-
versity of Florida, where he led the 
Gators to two national champion-
ships (2006 and 2008), became 

www.faith-freedom.com
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What does SB 48 do?
SB 48 uses all social science 

curriculum, including history 
books and other instructional 
materials, to teach children as 
young as fi ve not only to ac-
cept but also to endorse trans-
genderism, bisexuality, and 
homosexuality. SB 48 has been 
misrepresented to the public 
and passed as a bill aimed to 
end bullying. SB 48 went into 
effect January 2012. Under SB 
48, public schools will begin 
supplementing current instruc-
tion with pro-transgender, 
bisexual and homosexual ma-
terials before textbooks are re-
vised. If schools do not comply 
with this they are in violation 
of the law.

Our public schools are aca-
demic institutions, not a place 
for politicians to force their radi-

cal agenda on children. SB 48 
does absolutely nothing to re-
duce bullying, improve the state 
of our education system, ensure 
students graduate, or prepare 
them for global competitiveness. 
Instead it diverts precious class-
room time and resources away 
from science, math, reading, and 
writing to promote the political 
agenda of a few.

Fortunately, there is anoth-
er way to get rid of this over-
reaching and inaccurate teach-
ing of history. Sign the petition, 
pass the CLASS Act.

What does the 
CLASS Act do?

The CLASS (Children Learn-
ing Accurate Social Science) 
Act advocates an accurate 
teaching of history. This initia-
tive ensures that people includ-

ed in social science curriculum 
are included for their contribu-
tions to society, not their sexual 
orientation.

This initiative demands that 
no one be left out because of 
their sexual preferences, but 
that their contribution to his-
tory is what we focus on, not 
their sexual preference.

What can you do?
The CLASS Act initiative is 

a NEW attempt to Stop SB 48. 
We must gather 700,000 VALID 
signatures to qualify this ini-
tiative for the ballot. You can 
get involved by signing the 
petition, receiving our email 
updates, donating to Stop SB 
48, volunteering, following us 
on Facebook and letting your 
family and friends know about 
Stop SB 48 and the CLASS Act.

Take Action!
 SIGN A PETITION

 You can download petitions at www.StopSB48.com.

 DISTRIBUTE PETITIONS
 Take a petition to your friends, church or 

workplace and get others to sign it.

 DONATE
 Mail a donation to: Stop SB 48, 660 J Street, 

Suite 250, Sacramento, CA 95814. Or make a 

secure contribution online at www.StopSB48.com.

 SPREAD THE WORD

pass them out.

What you need to know 
about the CLASS Act to 
repeal SB 48:
■ The CLASS Act and Stop SB 48 are 

two different campaigns.

■ The Stop SB 48 campaign of 2011 
failed to gather enough signatures 
to qualify for the ballot.

■ Another attempt to repeal SB 48 has 
begun. The new campaign is titled 
the “CLASS Act” which will repeal 
SB 48.

■ None of the signatures gathered in 
2011 can be used in 2012. You must 
sign a new petition.

■ DEADLINE: All petitions must be 
in our Sacramento offi ce no later 
than July 11, 2012. Extensions will 
not be given.

■ Once the required number of 
signatures are gathered, the 
initiative will be placed on the 2014 
ballot.

Why the CLASS Act Initiative 
is needed to repeal SB 48



4 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • June 2012 OC www.christianexaminer.com

Publisher: Lamar & Theresa Keener

Managing Editor:  Lori Arnold

Advertising:  Scott Coyle

Calendar/Classifi eds:  Brittany Keener

Correspondents: Patti Townley-Covert

Distribution Coordinators: Lisa Allen, Kim Baker

Copyright © 2012 Selah Media Group 

The Christian Examiner, formerly known as the Christian Times and fi rst established in 1983, is an in de-
 pen dent Christian news pa per pub lished monthly by Selah Media Group with an audience of Evan gel i cal 
Christians. It is available in fi ve regional editions throughout Southern California and the Twin Cities. All 
our regional newspapers are available without charge at Christian book stores, churches, and Christian 
businesses. Mail sub scrip tions are $19.95/year. The com bined press run monthly is 150,000 copies.

The Christian Examiner welcomes press releases and news of interest that is relevant to our readership. 
All unsolicited material is subject to the approval of the publishers and is not returned.

Viewpoints expressed in the Christian Examiner are those of their respective writers, and are not neces-
sarily held by the publishers.

Advertising in the Christian Examiner is open to anyone desiring to reach the Christian community. Reasonable 
effort is made to screen potential advertisers, but no endorsement of the publishers is implied or should be 
inferred. The publishers can accept no responsibility for the products or services offered through ad ver tise-
 ments. The publisher reserves the right to refuse any ad ver tis ing.

Deadline for submission of ad copy, calendar events, and articles is the 15th of the month preceding 
publication for the San Diego edition and the 18th for the other editions.

Address all correspondence to: Christian Examiner, P. O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021

Phone (619) 668-5100 • Fax: (619) 668-1115 • E-mail: info@christianexaminer.com

Advertising and Bulk Delivery Information 
(619) 668-5100 or 1-800-326-0795

EVANGELICAL
PRESS
ASSOCIATION

By Rebecca Burgoyne

For nearly four decades, since 
the U.S. Supreme Court guaran-
teed a woman’s right to an abor-
tion with the Roe v. Wade decision 
in 1973, millions of lives have been 
lost or impaired by the trauma of 
unrestricted abortion. 

A decade ago, amid concerns 
that the U.S. Supreme Court would 
eventually overturn Roe v. Wade, 
California pro-abortion activists 
deemed it necessary to codify wom-
en’s reproductive “rights” in state 
law. As a result, in 2002, the left-
leaning California Legislature took 
great pride in passing several “land-
mark” abortion bills, among them 
Senate Bill 1301 (Sheila Kuehl, D-
Los Angeles), which protects abor-
tion in California regardless of any 

future actions of the high court. 
Pledging to continue to stand for 

a woman’s right to choose an abor-
tion, then-Gov. Gray Davis com-
mented in a news release, “When I 
became governor, I warned that no 
bill restricting women’s rights would 
become law under my watch—and 
I’ve kept my word. Today, Califor-
nia is the most pro-choice state in 
America—and proud of it.”

The California Legislature’s major-
ity has an abysmal pro-life record. In 
a national ranking of states published 
by Americans United for Life, Cali-
fornia remains near the bottom. Only 
Washington state, which legalized 
physician-assisted suicide through 
voter initiative, ranks lower. Although 
the California Legislature has been 
unsuccessful in promoting PAS, it 
continues to strengthen a woman’s 

“right” to an abortion, unlike many 
other states.  

Last year, legislators nationwide 
introduced a record number of 
abortion-limiting bills, and 135 of 
them became law. This year, while 
not at last year’s record pace, our 
nation’s pro-life legislative trend 
continues.

However, even in California, pre-
born human life was recently pro-
tected from further harm. SB 1338, 
a bill that would have made abor-
tions more accessible, was stopped 
in its tracks by the active work of 
pro-life Californians. Had it passed, 
SB 1338 (Christine Kehoe, D-San 
Diego) would have expanded the 
category of those who can provide 
surgical abortions to include li-
censed physician assistants, nurse 
practitioners and certifi ed nurse-
midwives.  

SB 1338 would have allowed 
these medical personnel, who by 
defi nition do not perform surger-
ies, to perform surgical aspiration 
or suction abortions.  Currently 
only physicians or surgeons with 
valid licenses may provide surgical 
abortions, although other licensed 
individuals may perform or assist 
in non-surgical abortions such as 
the morning-after pill. Only four 
states—Oregon, Montana, Ver-
mont, and New Hampshire—allow 
non-physicians to handle aspiration 
abortions, which account for 75 
percent of all fi rst-trimester abor-
tions.  

Already taking place in California is 
a pilot project that suspends current 
law and allows a limited number of 
non-physicians to perform surgical 
abortions under supervision at the 
University of California, San Fran-
cisco. In its initial language this bill, 
sponsored by Planned Parenthood 
Affi liates of California, the American 
Civil Liberties Union of California, AC-
CESS to Women’s Justice and NARAL 
Pro-Choice California, would have 
made training programs available to 
thousands more potential abortion-
ists. The powerful California Nurses 
Association opposed the measure, 
arguing that—with the pilot project 
still under way—it is premature and 
unsafe to change the law. 

Bucking the trend
In recent years, abortion provid-

ers and clinics have been on the de-
cline. Most doctors—perhaps fi nd-
ing abortion antithetical to their 
goal of saving lives—are refusing to 
do abortions. A 2011 study found 
that, while 97 percent of physicians 
surveyed had encountered patients 
who wanted an abortion, only 14 
percent of the doctors were willing 
to do an abortion.

More than half of California’s 58 
counties lack an abortion provider, 
and Kehoe claims her bill would 
give greater access to women from 
rural areas who may otherwise have 
to travel great distances, take time 
off work and incur hardship to ob-
tain an abortion.  

In a day when most Americans want 
to limit the number of abortions, Cali-
fornia legislators are trying to expand 
access to abortion in a way that lowers 
the standard of training for an abor-
tionist and decreases the standard of 
care for women. Using the language 
of choice and access disguises the seri-
ous nature of abortion, the lost life of 
the baby, and the life-altering impact 
on women.  

A sweet victory
SB 1338 survived its fi rst hearing 

in the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
but local, state and national orga-
nizations joined forces in a coordi-
nated strategy to infl uence certain 
members of the Senate Business, 
Professions and Economic Devel-
opment Committee, where it did 
not muster enough votes for pas-
sage. Even after being amended 
and given opportunity for the com-
mittee to reconsider, Sen. Kehoe 
could not sway enough members, 
and the bill died in committee.  

This process was successful be-
cause organizations came together, 
providing citizens with information 
and “talking points” by which to 
communicate to their elected rep-
resentatives’ offi ces.  

We look forward to more pro-
life, pro-family successes through 
a model of action such as was dis-
played in stopping SB 1338 and the 
expansion of harm on women and 
preborn children.

Legislative Update

Expansion of abortion access stopped by citizens, lobby groups

California has not confi ned its van-
guard status to things that are good. 
Unfortunately, we tend to lead in the 
promotion of bad laws. And to those 
who do not call the Golden State 
home, be warned that our home-grown 
experiments in immorality might soon 
be coming to a state near you.

By way of example, there is SB 48, 
California’s so-called “gay history” 
bill, which took effect in January. 
Signed by Gov. Jerry Brown with 
the simple rationale that “history 
must be honest,” the law dictates 
that teachers throughout the state 
should be anything but honest. Pos-
ing as a further crackdown on dis-
crimination, SB 48 requires that so-
cial science classes add curriculum 
that is positive toward lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and other mi-
nority fi gures. But it also prohibits 
curriculum that “refl ects adversely” 
on these same groups.

To be clear, the law demands in-
struction about certain classes of 
people but dictates that the instruc-
tion only say nice things and not 
bad things. Even the notoriously 
liberal Los Angeles Times thought 
this went too far. The Times opined 
that “Real history is richer and 

more complicated than feel-good 
depictions.”

As Christians, we might learn 
something from the words of the 
Los Angeles Times. We serve a God 
that is less concerned about hurt-
ing our feelings and more con-
cerned about having us living lives 
acceptable to Him. Frankly put, the 
Bible says some things that would 
not survive this new prohibition 
of “refl ects adversely,” and parents 
throughout California will now 
have to deal with schools that are 
required to teach a curriculum that 
is at odds with the biblical teaching 
and/or morality their children re-
ceive at home.

Some parents will see this as the 

fi nal straw and take their children 
out of the public schools. Beware: 
legal experts note that proponents 
of this law have a pretty good shot at 
applying SB 48 to private and home 
schools in the future. But even if 
some successfully insulate their 
own children from this indoctrina-
tion, do we not have an obligation 
to stand up for those who are left in 
the public schools? If nothing else, 
consider that today’s students will 
be tomorrow’s civic leaders.  

A solid counter measure
The same coalition that came 

close to gaining enough signatures 
to overturn SB 48 by referendum 
last year is taking another ap-

proach by offering an 
initiative that should 
be acceptable to fair-
minded people on 
both sides of this cur-
riculum controversy. 
The CLASS (Children 
Learning Accurate 
Social Science) Act 
ensures that social 
science curriculum 
includes individuals 
based on their contri-
butions to society, not their sexual 
orientation. However, it also en-
sures that nobody can be left out 
of class books or instruction based 
solely on their sexual preference.   

While the coalition sponsoring 
the CLASS initiative is broad, its 
foundation is in California church-
es. God’s people are politely but 
fi rmly pushing back those who wish 
to promote their social agenda in 
our public schools. If your church 
is not already involved, I would en-
courage you to visit the campaign’s 
website, which is listed below. 
There you will fi nd the tools and re-
sources to sign a petition and send 
it back, or to set up a petition sign-
ing event at your church. 

And why stop at the 
property line of your 
church? Once you get 
started, why not get 
signatures at the gro-
cery store, civic club 
or park?

If you are still puz-
zled by my sugges-
tion that California’s 
misguided legislation 
might someday affect 
more rational states, 

you need only consider that one of 
the areas where California leads is 
in the printing of textbooks. Blunt-
ly put, textbook publishers dis-
criminate against many states that 
do not have the huge number of 
students that California boasts. The 
books they print to cater to Califor-
nia eccentricities are purchased by 
many of the other 49 states.  

Your legislature might never pass 
a law like SB 48. but your children 
might as well be attending a Cali-
fornia elementary school.

For more information about the 
effort, visit www.classact.com.

Hibbs is senior pastor at Calvary 
Chapel of Chino Hills.

California legislature (mis)leads the nation—once again

Jack Hibbs

SB 48 . . . the law dictates 
that teachers throughout 
the state should be 
anything but honest.
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It is one thing to 
talk about “fairness” 
when it comes to al-
lowing gays and les-
bians to marry; it is 
quite another to claim 
biblical authority for 
such relationships.

President Obama 
cited the “Golden 
Rule” about treating 
others as you would 
like to be treated, but in doing so 
he ignored the totality of Scripture 
and the Lord Himself, who alone 
gets to set the rules for human be-
havior.

The president says he is a “prac-
ticing Christian.” It is diffi cult to be 
one while simultaneously holding a 
low view of the Bible, which his po-
sition on several social issues might 
suggest.

The same Book that informs 
him about the Person he told Pas-
tor Rick Warren in 2008 is his “Sav-
ior,” also speaks to the beginning 
of human life (he has done noth-
ing to limit abortions), fornication 
between adults of the opposite sex 
(no word yet on his position on that 
subject), marriage, and adultery, 

which the Seventh 
Commandment and 
New Testament pas-
sages condemn.

I recently wrote that 
it is becoming increas-
ingly diffi cult for peo-
ple who believe the 
Bible is God’s Word 
to impose their beliefs 
on those who disagree 
with them. But it is 

something altogether different for 
those who disagree to claim the Bi-
ble doesn’t say what it says, in effect 
calling God a liar. President Obama 
apparently hopes there are suffi -
cient numbers of biblical illiterates 
-- and he could be right about this 
-- that either won’t notice his sleight 
of hand, or don’t care.

Thousands of years of human 
history have sustained marriage 
between one man and one woman. 
Even human biology testifi es to a 
natural order.

Genesis 2:24 says “...a man shall 
leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife. The two shall 
become one fl esh.” Jesus, Whom 
President Obama likes to selectively 
quote when it suits his earthly po-

litical agenda, honored traditional 
marriage at a wedding feast in Cana 
(John 2:1). He also reaffi rmed the 
Genesis passage in Matthew 19:5.

Paul, the Apostle of Jesus, wrote 
in Ephesians 5 about husbands and 
wives, male and female.

Scripture teaches that the mar-
riage union between a man and 
woman is an illustration of how 
Christ and the church are one 
(Ephesians 5:32). It also teaches 
that since God made us, conceived 
of marriage and created sex to be 
enjoyed within the marital bond, 
He gets to set the rules and estab-
lish the boundaries for human 
behavior, not because He is a cur-
mudgeon who wants to deny us 

pleasure, but because He knows 
what is best for us.

Liberal theologians have tried 
to modify, or even change, what is 
contained in the Bible and there 
are those in our time who are fol-
lowing their example with the issue 
of same-sex marriage. People are 
free to accept or reject what Scrip-
ture says. What they are not free to 
do is to claim it says something it 
does not. In modern times that’s 
called “spin.” In an earlier time it 
was called heresy.

The Apostle John warns in Rev-
elation 22:18-19 about the punish-
ment awaiting anyone who adds 
to, or subtracts from Scripture. 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2 has a similar 

warning. The consequences aren’t 
pretty. There are also warnings 
not to preach “another Gospel” 
(Galatians 1:8, 2 Corinthians 11:4, 
among others).

As he seeks to justify his position 
on same-sex marriage and other 
issues that are either questionable 
at best, or deny Scripture at worst, 
President Obama might be said to 
be preaching another gospel. This 
could possibly lead to a fi ssure in 
his solid support among African 
Americans, costing the president 
votes in November. It will also likely 
galvanize the culture warriors. Mi-
norities mostly vote for Democrats, 
but they don’t like their faith de-
nied. That could cause some of 
them to stay home on Election Day, 
or even vote for Mitt Romney.

The negative reaction the presi-
dent received from some of the 
African-American ministers he 
called after declaring his support 
for same-sex marriage should serve 
as a prophetic warning.

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.

The president’s ‘other gospel’

Cal Thomas

A few weeks ago, Americans got 
a lesson in hypocrisy—and of how 
dangerous it can be to redefi ne 
words.

It all began when the National 
High School Journalism Confer-
ence invited a gay rights activist 
named Dan Savage to speak to stu-
dents in Seattle about the need to 
prevent bullying. But it turned out 
that this was a lesson Savage badly 
needed to learn himself.

To the shock of the students, Savage 
launched a vicious attack on the Bible 
and Christian beliefs. As he put it, “We 
can learn to ignore the [BS] in the 
Bible about gay people.” Of course he 
didn’t say “BS.” As Savage continued 
his attack, some students broke into 
tears. Dozens of offended students 
walked out of the auditorium. As they 
left, Savage heckled them with vulgar 
words I can’t repeat on the air.

One of the teachers present—

Rick Tuttle of Sutter Union High 
School in California—said the 
speech “took a real dark, hostile 
turn ... It became very hostile to-
ward Christianity.”

Savage later apologized for using 
vulgarity to describe the students. 
But he refused to back down on his 
other comments—including his of-
fensive comments about the Bible.

Now, what are we to make of this 
conundrum?

First, I think we can safely assume 
that the term “bullying” has gone 
the way of “tolerance.”

Tolerance used to be defi ned as a 
willingness to put up with the beliefs 
or practices of those with whom we 
disagree. Today, tolerance means we 
must accept the beliefs and practices 
of others as correct—or risk being 
called a bigot. It’s interesting that this 
redefi nition of tolerance almost always 
involves debates over homosexual-

ity—and it always seems 
to be people on just one 
side of the debate calling 
those with whom they 
disagree “intolerant.”

I mean, when was 
the last time you 
heard a Christian ac-
cusing a gay-rights 
activist of intolerance 
because he refused to 
acknowledge that bib-
lical teachings about homosexual-
ity are correct?

And now we’re seeing the same 
kind of redefi nition going on re-
garding the word bullying. If you 
so much as whisper that you believe 
that true marriage can take place 
only between one man and one 
woman, you’re accused of bullying.

You and I need to be aware of 
changes in word defi nitions that 
are used as weapons against Chris-

tians. But we need to 
do a couple of other 
things, as well.

First of all, what-
ever the subject, we 
must always take care 
to make our case win-
somely, and with great 
civility. No one should 
ever be able to truth-
fully accuse Christians 
of bullying, including 

the kind of verbal bullying Dan Sav-
age demonstrated last week.

This insistence on graciousness 
and civility for those on the other 
side of these issues was the hallmark 
of what Chuck Colson believed, 
and let it be ours as well.  As for 
intolerance towards homosexuals, 
Christians ought to be—and often 
have been—the fi rst to volunteer 
at AIDS hospices, to demonstrate 
kindness to the children of same-

sex couples, and otherwise display 
the love of Christ to those with 
whom we have such different views. 
In other words, we should demon-
strate love and true tolerance. In 
this way, as the Bible teaches, we 
heap ashes upon the heads of those 
who dislike us for our views.

Second we need to pray for people 
like Dan Savage—so fi lled with anger 
and hurt—that their eyes would be 
opened to God’s love and mercy, just 
as we pray for our own loved ones.

Finally, three cheers for those 
high school students who refused 
to sit still and listen to attacks on 
their faith. We should never be bul-
lied into silence.

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. 
Metaxas is currently the voice of 
“Breakpoint,” a radio commentary, 
formerly featuring the late Chuck 
Colson.

A savage attack: Redefi ning bullying

Eric Metaxas

…he ignored the totality 
of Scripture and the Lord 
Himself, who alone gets to 
set the rules…

Church needs to re-examine its stewardship, charity priorities
Recent news stories disap-

point me due to the church’s 
failure in providing needed 
steward leadership. Faith lead-
ers decry GOP budget propos-
als, citing their oppression of 
the poor. Critics charge that it 
balances the budget on the back 
of the poor while not suffi ciently 
taxing the wealthy. Members of 
the Faithful Budget Campaign 
demand more aid supported 
by increased taxation—calling 
on national leaders to “act with 
mercy and justice by serving the 
common good, robustly funding 
support for poor and vulner-
able people, both at home and 
abroad, and exercising proper 
care and keeping of the earth.” 
The incongruity for this writer 
is that these leaders want the 
government to do what they are 
not doing—at least not to the ex-
tent that the historical Christian 
church has done on its own. 

They’ve forgotten that subse-
quent to Christianity’s becoming 
the accepted religion of Con-

stantine’s empire, 
“government” re-
sources supplant-
ed the church’s 
role as provider of 
public assistance. 
It was during this 
period that the 
response to need 
became institu-
tionalized as social 
service. What had 
been considered 
personal hospitality became 
separated and distant from the 
church and the home. Charity 
became so far removed from the 
church that in the fourth and 
fi fth centuries John Chrysostom 
challenged that “hospitality re-
mained a personal, individual 
responsibility as well,” urging 
Christians to make a place for 
the needy in their homes to 
serve “the maimed, the beggars 
and the homeless.” 

Even Emperor Julian (A.D. 
362) provides historical evi-
dence of Christian charity as 

the sole responsibil-
ity of the church, and 
directed those of his 
own religion to “imi-
tate Christian con-
cern for strangers.” 

“For it is disgrace-
ful that, when no Jew 
ever has to beg, and 
the impious Galileans 
(Christians) support 
not only their own 
poor but ours as well, 

all men see that our people lack 
aid from us. Teach those of the 
Hellenic faith to contribute to 
public service of this sort.”

Later, John Calvin admonished 
the church, for the “demise of an-
cient hospitality,” toward those in 
need:

“This offi ce of humanity has 
... nearly ceased to be properly 
observed among men; for the 
ancient hospitality celebrated in 
histories, in unknown to us, and 
(public) inns now supply the 
place of accommodations for 
strangers.” 

He warned that the increasing 
dependence on inns rather than 
on personal hospitality was an ex-
pression of human depravity.

Misplaced priorities
I don’t see the church giving or 

serving as it should; many merely 
call for more government action. 
While current church-based giv-
ing reportedly dropped by $1.2 
billion last year, it’s still a reality 
that if Christians tithed, the re-
sulting funding available to God’s 
work would be nearly two-thirds 
of recent stimulus spending. How-
ever, it’s not just the lack of funds 
at issue; it’s what ministry leaders 
are misspending. Currently the 
families of Trinity Broadcasting 
Network and Crystal Cathedral 
are fi ghting over millions of assets 
and control of their empires. The 
public is treated to weekly reports 
of misuse of charitable donations 
and the breakdown of relation-
ships in various ministries. Its no 
wonder congressional leaders on 
both sides of the aisle are consid-

ering capping charitable deduc-
tions—to both secular and reli-
gious organizations. 

If that isn’t enough, nonprofi t 
postage rates are at risk, as well 
as the defi nition of what consti-
tutes a “religious” organization. 
Non-sectarian religious nonprof-
its may face raising funds with-
out such exemptions and tax-de-
ductible benefi ts; likely crushing 
many under fi scal collapse and 
dissolution.  

The church needs to do what 
it is supposed to do—without the 
assistance of taxpayers. I fi nd no 
directive to love one’s neighbor 
after fi rst raising taxes. On the 
contrary, we are to give unto Cae-
sar what is Caesar’s and unto God 
what is God’s. To expect of the 
world what is our responsibility 
is falling short of steward leader-
ship. To fail at stewardship is to 
fail in our faith. 

Rev. Jim Lewis is the president 
and CEO of Long Beach Rescue 
Mission.

Rev. James K. Lewis
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Bill Consolidation
Pay much LESS than you owe

I was a pastor for 
17 years, and  I 
know that good 

people can have 
serious fi nancial 

problems.

I can help you!

You Can Have 
a Fresh Start 

in Life

1-800-884-8180

Burdened by debt?
I can help you!

Christian Bankruptcy Attorney 
Stephen Brittain

www.stephenbrittain.com

STOP

MENCONI…
Continued from page 1

“I started in the ’70s picking 
on the kids about their entertain-
ment,” Menconi said. “Then I real-
ized that wasn’t the issue. The issue 
was the parents relating to their 
children. So I started targeting par-
ents on how to listen to contempo-
rary Christian music, then commu-
nicating values and character.”

Over time, his focus changed as it 
has once again. 

“Where I’m at now, I really be-
lieve, I’ve hit the end game in this 
discovery of who we are in Christ 
and why we are created,” he said. 
“We are God’s creation for His plea-
sure and to worship Him. If we are 
involved in the affairs of this world, 
we are doing less than that.”

Sensing that his ministry time is 
winding down as his age advances 
closer to social security benefi ts 
than that of a youthful mentor, 
Menconi has developed a new fi ve-
year plan to expand his reach.

“My goal is to teach others to teach 
others,” he said. “I’m getting old, and 
I’m not going to go on forever. But what 
I focus on, I believe, is very important, 
and how I deal with it, I also believe, is 
very important.”

A new approach
In order to effectively change a 

culture that has shifted so far away 
from biblical values, Menconi said 
he thinks the only true solution is 
revival.

“That’s the only way that we are 
going to permeate the whole Unit-
ed States,” he said, adding that if 
evangelicals can “capture 10 per-
cent of the people to live openly for 
Jesus it will be a revival.”

“It is a higher calling,” Menconi 
said. “I want to see changed lives 

from inside out and then those 
changed lives change others.”

He likened the approach to the 
one used by the Old Testament’s Jo-
siah, who was named King of Judah 
as a child of 8 after his father’s as-
sassination. In his adult years Josiah 
implemented many reforms and 
was instrumental in the restoration 
of some of the forgotten Scriptures 
of his time. He was also noted for 
the destruction of pagan altars.

“He was able to change a nation 
because someone spent time with 
that child teaching him how to love 
God,” Menconi said.

He also pointed to the infl u-
ences of former fi rst lady Barbara 
Bush as an example of what can 
happen with proper teaching and 
instruction. Not only did she serve 
as a helpmate to a man who later 
became America’s 41st president, 
but she also raised boys who grew 
to be another future president and 
a state governor. 

“You don’t know whom you are 
going to be teaching,” he said. “It’s 
like Barbara Bush; she had no clue 
that she’d be teaching a president 
character.”

A 30-day challenge
To help advance his heart for 

revival, Menconi has developed 
the Christian Music Diet project, 
which is also working into a book. 
The project asks evangelicals to 
pledge to a 30-day commitment to 
avoid entertainment and electronic 
media, replacing it with music that 
helps focus on life from a biblical 

perspective.
“It’s basically having a mountain-

top experience while you are on 
the freeway,” Menconi said.

Doing so, he said, would be simi-
lar to those summer camp and re-
treat experiences many Christians 
have experienced in small doses 
throughout their lives. 

The distractions of modern me-
dia, including cell phones, tablets, 
video games, TV and fi lms with an-
ti-biblical messages all help to dull 
the focus of believers, he said.

Although the Menconis have and 
use a TV, he said they are selective 
not only about the types of shows they 
watch, but also in the amount of time 
they spend viewing those that do have 
biblical values. He cites Colossians 2:8 
as the basis for the family’s response 
to entertainment. 

“Don’t let anyone capture you 
with empty philosophies and high-
sounding nonsense that come 
from human thinking and from 
the spiritual powers of this world, 
rather than from Christ (New Liv-
ing Translation).

“They didn’t have the electronic 
media up on the mountaintop,” 
he said of the camp and retreat 
experiences. “They had teaching, 
they had singing and they had fel-
lowship and they had prayer, they 
had devotions and they came down 
here and turned on their TV, and it 
just went ‘whishhhh’ like a pin on 
a balloon.”

For more information, visit www.
almenconi.com.

Al Menconi address a large group of people as part of his cultural education 
ministry.

Christian Examiner staff report

ANAHEIM HILLS — A public 
funeral service was held May 19 for 
veteran Christian talk show host 
Rich Buhler, who died May 7 of 
pancreatic cancer. He was 65.

Buhler, who was diagnosed with 
the cancer in July 2010, died in an 
Orange County hospital. His pass-
ing was announced in a statement 
posted on his Facebook page by 
son, Keith E. Buhler, who wrote, 
“Our daddy completed his life’s 
course and enters now into the rest 
of our Lord.

“We cannot thank you enough 
for the love, support and prayer 
during this journey—God’s mercy 
has been tangible.”

After announcing funeral ar-
rangements, the younger Buhler 
added, 

“We are grieving in our souls but 
rejoicing in Christ!”

Host of “Talk From the Heart” on 
KBRT 740 AM, Buhler, an ordained 
minister, was considered a trailblazer 
for Christian talk radio, having picked 
up the airwaves bug as a teen. Before 
launching the talk-show format at 
KBRT, he helped to develop the sta-
tion’s news department.

After a brief break from radio to 
undergo cancer treatment, Buhler 
returned to the air but broadcast his 
fi nal show in September so that he 
could concentrate on his health.

“This week Christian Radio lost a 
hero, a pioneer who changed the face 
of Christian radio,” a statement on 
the KBRT website said. “Rich Buhler 
opened doors for the birth of many 
ministries. He made listeners feel safe 

Long-time talk show host 
Rich Buhler dies of cancer

and brought God’s unconditional love 
to so many souls nationwide through 
radio.

The statement also commended 
the radioman for his valiant battle 
with cancer.

“Our beloved Rich Buhler fought the 
good fi ght and is now joined with his 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” it said.

In addition to his passion for radio, 
Buhler was a pilot who was involved with 
Mission Aviation Fellowship.

Buhler is survived by his wife, 
Dianne, 10 children and 12 grand-
children. 

Memorial donations may be made 
to Mission Aviation Fellowship at www.
maf.org. Click on “donate” and scroll 
down to the tribute option.

Assist News Service contributed 
to this article.

Rich Buhler lost his battle with cancer 
in May, and Southern California lost a 
pioneer in Christian radio.

Dinesh D’Souza
Keynote Speaker 
President of The King’s College in New York 

This summer, Dinesh D’Souza will certainly be making 
headlines prior to the national election as a new 
documentary fi lm, “2016”—based on D’Souza’s book, The 
Roots of Obama’s Rage—will take viewers deep into the heart 
and mind of the President. Produced by Gerald R. Molen, 
Spielberg’s co-producer on Hollywood blockbusters such 

as “Schindler’s List,” “Jurassic Park” and “Minority Report,” it explores the origin of 
Obama’s thinking. View the trailer now at 2016themovie.com.

A former policy analyst in the Reagan White House, D’Souza is called one of the 
“top young public policy makers in the country” by Investor’s Business Daily. He 
is the author of multiple best-sellers including Illiberal Education, Ronald Reagan: 
How an Ordinary Man Became an Extraordinary Leader, What’s So Great About America, 
Letters to a Young Conservative and What’s So Great About Christianity. A prolifi c writer, 
persuasive debater, and sought after speaker, D’Souza has been named one of 
America’s most infl uential conservative thinkers by the New York Times.
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www.TheUpperRoomPresents.com

Reserve your tickets now! Register online at 
www.faith-freedom.com

For more information, call 1-888-588-6888 
or email info@faith-freedom.com
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OC June 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 7www.christianexaminer.com

By Lori Arnold

ANAHEIM — As a Sudanese 
Christian, Pastor George Saieg has 
made it his life’s work to minister 
to America’s growing population of 
Islamic adherents through his Min-
istry to Muslims.

In May, he teamed up with an 
American pastor in hopes of bring-
ing truth to the man’s son, a recent 
convert to Islam. Through the pro-
cess of talking to hundreds of Mus-
lim converts, Saieg said an undeni-
able pattern emerged.

“Talking to them, those who have 
converted to Islam, I realize that 
the reason they converted to Islam 
is that they have no idea what Islam 
is because there is no available, ac-
curate translation of the Qur’an,” 
said Saieg, who is ordained through 
Calvary Chapel and operates his na-
tional ministry out of Anaheim.

Eight years ago he sought to solve the 
problem by developing a new transla-
tion of the Islamic text. He didn’t make 
it past the second chapter.

“It’s too depressing, too hard, a 
lot of nonsense,” Saieg said. “Even 
in the Arabic language it was re-
ally crazy. I felt depression. I just 
couldn’t continue it. I just stopped 
there.”

Last fall, a colleague reignited that 
dream by suggesting Saieg update an 
older, copyright free version.

“It was like my eyes were opened 
to that,” he said. “I was so excited, it 
was like, ‘Wow.’ It has to be done.”

With the help of his network, 
which includes some of the coun-
try’s foremost expert Christian 
apologists specializing in Islam, 
they created the Tours 2 Project to 
create a new study-Qur’an in Eng-
lish.

“I think that this is going to be 
the most important project to face 
Islam in our day today,” he said.

Heading up the project is David 
Wood, founder of Acts 17 Apologet-
ics, which specializes in outreach to 
Muslims and atheists. The Tours 2 
name is derived from the Battle of 
Tours, a successful AD 732 military 
campaign by Charles Martel that 
ended 23 years of Islamic expan-
sion into Spain and France. Instead 

George Saieg, pictured in front of one of the many mosques he has visited, is embarking on a project to create a new 
study-Qur’an that will aid Christians and Muslims in understanding the major text of Islam. Saieg is the founder of Anaheim-
based Ministry to Muslims.

Qur’an Quest
Christian apologists develop project to update, understand Islamic text

of using force, however, the Tours 2 
Project is designed to bring peace-
ful change through education.

The new Islamic text is designed 
to be used in multiple ways, includ-
ing as an education tool for Chris-
tians so they can effectively defend 
their faith against Islamic prosely-
tizing. Using a team of Arabic lan-
guage specialists, the new text will 
start as an updated version of the 
E. H. Palmer translation, which was 
released in the 1800s. In addition, 
Saieg, Wood and Sam Shamoun, a 
frequent writer for the Answering 
Islam website, will add footnotes, 
text translation, time lines, cross-
references and historical notations 
where verses have been dropped in 
out of context. Topical essays will 
be developed for more in-depth 
discussions on such controversial 
issues as jihad, Sharia law and treat-
ment of women. 

Wood said the concept of the 
new study-Qur’an was a long time 
coming.

“The idea is there’s lots of bad 
information about Islam out there, 
stuff that is not true,” Wood said, 
adding that supplemental com-
mentaries are weighty and hard to 
access.

There are more than 50 large vol-
umes used to explain the Qur’an, 
which Wood said is smaller in size 
than the New Testament.

“We want to kind of condense 
that down to the most distilled, 
essential information into one vol-
ume so people can study that di-
rectly,” he said.

Wood said they expect criticism 
over the project, but they believe 
their academic approach to the text 
will be able to withstand scrutiny.

“I would invite that sort of criti-
cism because when people say don’t 
trust (the study Qur’an), I’ll return 
the challenge and I’ll say, “Well, 
here’s the book show us where we 
said something that is wrong.

“The vast majority of what we 
are going to be saying is just con-
necting verses to the early Muslim 
commentaries. In other words it is 
not me saying here’s what I think 
about this verse, it’s ‘Here’s a verse, 
here’s what Muslims today are say-

ing about it, here’s what Christians 
today are saying about it or critics 
of Islam are saying about it.’ Let’s 
look at what the early Muslim com-
munity, the community alongside 
Muhammad, thought about this 
verse because in Islam that’s what’s 
authoritative.”

Informing believers
Wood and his team said they 

believe this text will provide vital 
resources for Christians, many of 
whom try to defend the Christian 
faith to Muslims using the same 
approach they do for atheists. As 
a former atheist who converted to 
Christianity after studying its texts 
and world history, Wood said the 
same approach should not be ap-
plied to both groups of people 
and, in many ways, dialoguing with 
Muslims can take a more direct ap-
proach since the Qur’an acknowl-
edges the Christian gospel as the 
Word of God.

“If I could change one thing 
about the entire world of apolo-
getics between Muslims and Chris-
tians, it would be giving Christians 

an idea of what the Qur’an says 
about the Bible,” he said.

“I’ve never met a person who 
converted to Islam after doing a 
careful study of Islam, not one. I 
know lots of people who have con-
verted to Christianity after doing a 
careful investigation of Christianity. 
The people who have converted to 
Islam, when I say, ‘Hey, what was it 
that attracted you to Islam?’ I get 
answers that totally contradict, to-
tally contradict what the Muslim 
sources say, so they are getting bad 
information.”

In addition to helping evangelize 
Muslims, Wood said the text should 
also prove vital in helping to slow 
American conversions to Islam be-
cause of false promises made by 
Muslim adherents.

“The end result of people con-
verting to Islam and becoming part 
of the Muslim community is the 
goal, and along the way you can 
pretty much do all kinds of things,” 
Wood said of Muslim proselytizing 
efforts.

“One of the things that appears 
to be Islam’s strongest weapon is 
this ignorance we have in the West. 

There is a general ignorance, and 
that’s what allows Muslims to come 
into a western context where peo-
ple don’t know about Islam.”

Seeking partners
Saieg said the group is hoping 

to complete the project by this 
time next year, but completion 
will depend on funding, which 
would allow the experts to focus 
full-time on completing the text. 
As a result, Saieg said they are look-
ing for churches and individuals to 
partner with in order to complete 
the project. Additional funding 
will also allow them to bring in 
more experts.

“Islam is challenging the church 
today,” Saieg said. “Islam is challeng-
ing this country. Our government is 
trying to face Islam politically, but 
it’s not going to work because we 
know this is spiritual warfare more 
than anything else. We need mate-
rial like that to be available to the 
body of Christ to know how to re-
spond to these people.”

For more information on the project, 
visit www.ministrytomuslims.com. 

By Lori Arnold

David Wood, founder of Acts 17 
Apologetics and one of the leaders 
of the Tours 2 Project, said the study 
of the Qur’an in its existing format 
is diffi cult to understand even for 
many Muslims because the text is not 
arranged chronologically. In many 
instances, the text order is determined 
by the length of the chapter with lon-
ger ones appearing fi rst. As a result, 
its chapters tend to be a collection 
of revelations, with older revelations 
mixed with newer insights. 

“There are revelations from differ-
ent periods in Islamic history jumbled 
together,” he said. “You have this 
big kind of mess that is more along 
the lines of poetry than any sort of 
straight-forward narrative.”

Complicating matters, Wood 
said, is that the key to understand-
ing the Qur’an requires access to 
supplemental texts known as the 
Sira literature, Hadith and Tafsir. 
Combined, they represent more 
than 50 volumes.

“You can’t even understand a 
lot of what the Qur’an is saying 

without going to these commen-
taries, but if you don’t have a 
strong background in Islam you 
don’t know which commentaries 
to go to or how to use them or 
what they are called,” Wood said. 
“It makes Islam very inaccessible if 
you want to directly study it.”

In creating the new transla-
tion, the Tours 2 team is hoping 
to make it easier for evangelicals 
to refute a common charge by 
Muslims that Christianity is fl awed 
because the Bible has been cor-
rupted; an argument Wood says 
directly violates the Qur’an.

“If a person knew what the 
Qur’an said about the Bible, the 
person could just quote the Qur’an 
to them right there and say, ‘Wait 
a minute, your Qur’an says the 
Christian Scriptures are the Word 
of God, it says that they were re-
vealed. It says that no one can cor-
rupt the Word of God, and it com-
mands me as a Christian to judge 
by what I read in my Bible, so why 
are you telling me to reject what 
my Bible says? Why are you telling 
me the Scriptures have been cor-

rupted when you are totally contra-
dicting the Qur’an?’ And there you 
have just fl ipped the entire burden 
back on the Muslim.”

The group said it hopes to com-
plete the project within a year so 
that believers can stand on solid 
theological ground as they prac-
tice their faith and witness to 
America’s growing Muslim popu-
lation. One of the most obvious 
spots to pursue, Wood said, is what 
he calls the “Islamic dilemma.” 

“The Qur’an affi rms the Scrip-
tures of the Christians and the 
Jews even though it contradicts 
the Scriptures of the Christians 
and the Jews,” the apologist said. 
“There are only two possibilities 
here. If we have the Word of God, 
if the Bible is the Word of God, 
then Islam is false because Islam 
contradicts the Bible, but if the Bi-
ble isn’t the Word of God, then Is-
lam is still false because Islam says 
the Bible is true. So either way, 
whether the Bible is the Word of 
God or it is not the Word of God, 
Islam has to be false. So Islam kind 
of self-destructs.”

Setting the record straight on the Qur’an

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California
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selling LSD, then methamphetamine. 
As be began rubbing elbows with his 
clients, White began sampling his own 
products. Eventually, he ended up con-
suming most of what he intended to sell. 

By 2007 the dealer-turned-addict 
crossed over to breaking into cars to 
steal loose change to underwrite his 
fi x. As his crimes escalated, so did his 
punishments and, after numerous 
stopovers in county jails, he was fi nally 
ordered to state prison. While awaiting 
transfer from the Vista county jail to his 
temporary digs at Donovan State Prison 
in Chula Vista, White discovered a new 
turn on: Jesus. 

After being assessed at Donovan, 
the Escondido native was transferred 
to the California Rehabilitation Center 
in Norco, where several weeks later 
Prison Fellowship launched a seminary-
level education program inside the 
correctional facility. His four years 
of incarceration there were spent in 
biblical training, which has prepared 
him for ministry outside of the walls. 

“My life has been transformed in an 
amazing way,” White said of The Urban 
Ministry Institute training, a voluntary 
program that prepares prisoners to be 
spiritual leaders who can help trans-
form the urban areas to which they 
will return after their release. 

White didn’t wait for his parole 
before beginning his ministry, and 
by the time his sentence was over, 
the born-again believer was baptiz-
ing his fellow inmates in a “nasty” 
prison sink that he used to “brush 
his teeth, spit and wash underwear.” 

Program to expand
Still relatively new to the state, 

the privately funded institute offers 
seven classes to 218 state prisoners 
in fi ve California prisons, but it will 

be expanding—thanks to a new 
agreement between Prison Fellow-
ship and World Impact, a Christian 
missions organization committed 
to serving the urban poor. 

Operated under an agreement 
with the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation, the 
expansion will bring the four-year, 
16-course TUMI program and its 
seminary-level training curriculum 
to an additional 960 inmates. In all, 
32 classes will be offered in the pris-
ons over the next 24 months.

“I think that it is going to make 
the prison system safer and society 
in general safer,” White said. “We 
started in prison with eight stu-
dents, and within four years those 
eight students, taking that educa-
tion, went out into their dorms 
and started up small church plants 
inside the day room and went out 
to the yards and started witnessing, 
and now there are 96 students in 
that same prison.

“What are 96 students going to 
do in that prison yard? Well, all 
these guys parole and they contin-
ue to be pastors outside. Everyone 

that I know that is paroled so far 
who went to school with me inside, 
they are all in the ministry now.”

White now serves on the board of 
a community-based satellite TUMI 
center in Riverside. Launched in 
January, it has 97 students and 10 
teachers. 

“What we are trying to do is give 
a theological education to some-
one who is in the urban poor areas 
who can’t afford to pick up and 
leave their job, their family and 
the pastoring of their church to 
go to Wheaton (College) or Dallas 
(Theological Seminary) or some-
thing like that,” the former inmate 
said.

“Reformation always takes place 
when equipping and the Bible is 
made available to the people, the 
regular everyday people, and that’s 
exactly what’s happening.”

Effective ministry
Bishop George McKinney, pastor 

of St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church 
of God in Christ of San Diego, laud-
ed the work of the institute for its 
success in training urban pastors 
for “effective ministry.” McKinney’s 
church has long been involved with 
urban ministry.

 “I am excited to be part of mul-
tiplying this exciting work in the 
prisons, believing that God will 
transform thousands of prisoners 
into pastors,” he said. “I will wel-
come them back into the city as co-
laborers.” 

Prison Fellowship and World Im-
pact began their California prison 
collaboration in 2006 and have 
since established institute pro-
grams in two prisons in Florida and 
one in Michigan. Ten California 
prisoners, including White, have 
graduated from the institute and 
have successfully reintegrated into 
urban communities—some serving 

as pastors or other church leaders.
The Urban Ministry Institute has 

also been heralded by prison of-
fi cials for its impact inside prison 
walls and in urban communities.

“The culture inside prison can 
tend to be violent,” said Domingo 
Uribe, warden of Centinela State 
Prison, west of El Centro. “I have 
more than 40 inmates in The Urban 
Ministry Institute who are learning 
to become leaders and as a result 
have remained disciplinary free 
for a year and a half. The attitude 
change and new life direction these 
inmates have received from TUMI 
are helping to change the culture 
within the prison yard. I know there 
are populations in every prison fa-
cility that would benefi t from this 
program.”

Learning opportunities are also 
available outside of the prison, 
thanks to satellite programs offered 
through World Impact, meaning 
inmates who are released before 
the completion of their course-
work can continue their education. 
White has several of these men 
training under him.

“I have seen the effectiveness 
of TUMI over the past 15 years,” 
said Dr. Jack Hayford, founder and 
president of The King’s University 
in Van Nuys and a World Impact 
board member. “I’ve witnessed for-
mer thieves and drug dealers go 
through this program and become 
totally different people, completely 
turning their lives around. I fully 
expect when TUMI graduates leave 
prison they will become contribut-
ing members of their communi-
ties—and our communities will be 
safer for it.”

Redeeming communities
In White’s satellite program, 60 

of the nearly 100 students are for-
mer gang bangers, addicts or pros-

titutes.
“It’s literally taking the riff raff of 

society and training them up to be 
men of God and women of God,” 
White said. “Not just a Christian, 
a Christian who actually does the 
work of making other disciples.”

White is also practicing what he 
preaches.

Through his work in the insti-
tute, White holds a certifi cate in 
Christian leadership studies, an as-
sociate’s degree in biblical studies 
and a bachelor’s degree in pastoral 
ministry. He just began work on a 
master’s degree.

“The need out there is so, so 
great,” he said. “You have so many 
people out there in church. You see 
people who have been a Christian 
for 20 years and they have abso-
lutely no growth at all. They are not 
being equipped, and they are not 
working in the calling that God has 
called them to.”

In October, White was invited 
to share his testimony at a “From 
Prisoners to Pastors,” promotional 
event at the Regan Library. The 
keynote speakers included Dr. 
Keith Phillips, World Impact’s pres-
ident; Jim Liske, CEO of Prison Fel-
lowship; and Hayford, who asked 
guests to support the work of the 
institute. 

White said he was in awe of where 
his journey had landed him once 
he turned his life over to Christ.

“I’m a habitual criminal,” he 
said. “I go into prison. I end up 
learning or feeling the call of God 
in my life. I end up in a prison that 
has a Bible college in it. I graduate 
from prison. I get out and seven 
months later I’m on stage with Jack 
Hayford. Those are the little things 
that TUMI is doing.”

For more information, visit www.
tumi.org or www.worldimpact.org.

TRAINING…
Continued from page 1

Cary White, who graduated from 
The Urban Ministry Institute while 
incarcerated, now runs a community-
based institute in Riverside.

Christian Examiner staff report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Ameri-
ca’s prisons have become a hotbed 
of evangelistic activity, according to 
a new Pew Research Center survey 
of professional chaplains assigned 
to minister there.

“Religion in Prisons: A 50-State 
Survey of Prison Chaplains,” con-
ducted by the center’s Forum on 
Religion & Public Life division 
found that 74 percent of the 
prison chaplains say that efforts by 
inmates to proselytize or convert 
other inmates are either very com-
mon (31 percent) or somewhat 
common (43 percent). About 
three-quarters of the chaplains 
say that a lot (26 percent) or some 
(51 percent) religious switching 
occurs among inmates in the 
prisons where they work. Many 
chaplains report growth from 
religious switching in the num-
bers of Muslims and Protestant 
Christians, in particular.

The survey also explored the 
question of religious extremism, 
a frequent talking point since the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. More than 
one-third of the clergy polled said 
that religious extremism is either 
very common (12 percent) or 
somewhat common (29 percent) 
among inmates. 

Religious extremism is reported 
by the chaplains as especially com-
mon among Muslim inmates—in-
cluding followers of the Nation 
of Islam and the Moorish Science 
Temple of America—and, to a sub-
stantial but lesser degree, among 

followers of pagan or earth-based 
religions such as Odinism and 
other small religious groups of 
which many Americans may have 
never heard. 

Just over a fi fth of the respon-
dents said that religious extrem-
ism seldom poses a threat to the 
security of the facility in which 
they work, with only 4 percent of 
chaplains saying religious extrem-
ism among inmates “almost always” 
poses a threat to prison security and 
an additional 19 percent saying it 
“sometimes” poses a threat.

The survey, conducted from 
Sept. 21 to Dec. 23 and released 
in late March, also sought to get 
a picture of the religious make-up 
of inmates since most prisons track 
the data but do not make it public.

On average, the chaplains sur-
veyed say that Christians as a whole 
make up about two-thirds of the 
inmate population in the facilities 
where they work. Protestants are 
seen, on average, as comprising 51 
percent of the inmate population, 
Catholics 15 percent and other 
Christian groups less than 2 per-
cent. The median estimate of the 
share of Protestants is 50 percent, 
meaning that half of the chaplains 
estimate that Protestants comprise 
more than 50 percent of the inmate 
population where they work, and 
half of the chaplains estimate the 
fi gure to be below that.

At the same time, the survey 
found that a majority (77 percent 
total) of chaplains reported that 
there is either “a lot” of religious 
switching (26 percent) or “some” 

switching of religious affi liation 
among inmates (51 percent).

Among chaplains who report 
that at least some switching occurs 
within the correctional facilities 
where they work, about half (51 
percent) report that Muslims are 
growing in number, and 47 per-
cent say the same about Protestant 
Christians. A sizable minority (34 
percent) of chaplains answering 
this question also say that followers 
of pagan or earth-based religions 
are growing.

The religious affi liations of the 
chaplains themselves was also stud-
ied with 71 percent of those polled 
identifying as Protestants, 13 per-
cent Catholics, 7 percent Muslims 
and the remainder other religions, 
including Judaism and Native 
American spirituality. A plurality of 
the chaplains (44 percent) consid-
er their faith to be part of the evan-
gelical Protestant tradition while 
15 percent come from a mainline 
Protestant tradition and 7 percent 
are from a historically black Protes-
tant tradition.

Researchers attempted to con-
tact all 1,474 professional chaplains 
working in state prisons across the 
country, and 730 chaplains re-
turned completed questionnaires, 
a response rate of nearly 50 per-
cent. Funding for the survey was 
underwritten by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation.

To see the entire report, includ-
ing the chaplains’ thoughts on 
faith-based training and re-entry 
programs, visit www.pewforum.org.

Pew study provides rare window 
into religion behind bars 
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puses.
“All these things have really 

spurred some intense conversa-
tions among institutions of higher 
education in the U.S., and we are 
continuing to talk about that,” said 
Dr. Derek Vergara, associate vice 
president of student affairs at Con-
cordia University Irvine. “I don’t 
want to make a pun, here, but there 
is just no silver bullet for safety.”

Unlike most corporations, which 
have set hours and a consistent em-
ployee roster, universities are home to a 
student and faculty pool with divergent 
schedules. Added to the mix are guest 
speakers, visiting professors, vendors 
and dorm residents.

At Point Loma Nazarene University, 
the cliff-side campus is isolated at the 
end of a road. Even so, a public beach 
below the university requires that secu-
rity and staff allow the public to have 
unlimited access to the shore. 

Jeffrey Carr, the associate vice presi-
dent for student development at PLNU, 
acknowledges that people come from 
all over San Diego County to enjoy the 
secluded, yet popular beach.

“On the campus itself, you have a 
number of mechanisms to manage 
and maintain a safe environment,” 
Carr said. “There are a number of 
things we have to balance between the 
traffi c of our regular students and staff 
and guests.”

Both security experts said it is un-
realistic to believe that any college, 
including Christian institutes, could 
exempt themselves from such an at-
tack, even with the latest technologies. 

“Even the best institutions have their 
plans, but when something happens 
you are navigating through each arena, 
you are jumping through different 
hoops and are really trying to address 
issues as they come and trying to be 
intuitive as different things come down 
the pike and trying to address that as 
well,” Vergara said. 

An eye to behavior
In 2004, Point Loma, which this 

year had 2,376 enrolled students 
and 1,592 living in dorms, imple-
mented a Behavior Intervention 
Team to regularly access security 
by monitoring the conduct of po-
tentially troubled students and staff 
members. The team meets once a 
week to aess possible trouble spots.

The BIT teams, as they are called, 
have become more popular on cam-

puses in the wake of the 2007 Virginia 
Tech shooting massacre, in which a 
student killed 32 of his peers and staff 
before killing himself. Following the 
release of the “Governor’s Panel Re-
port” on the Virginia shootings, new 
protocol was created for BIT teams. The 
National Center for Higher Education 
Risk Management includes a list of its 
recommendations through its Best 
Practices guide.

Carr said even with the guide-
lines it is diffi cult to predict when 
an incident will unfold. In most in-
stances, he said, the shooters have 
gone to great length to plan and 
execute their reign of terror. 

“Identifying possible sources and 
neutralizing them is not a 100 percent 
mechanism to prevent something from 
happening,” the PLNU offi cial said.

“Almost every single one of those 
institutions where that has happened 
over the past 10 years were very dif-
ferent in causes, and how they played 
out. No matter what you do, there is 
going to be an opportunity for them to 
complete whatever they decide to do.”

Strong assessments
John Ojeisekhoba, chief of pub-

lic safety at Biola University, said 
his campus is constantly evaluating 
both its education and prevention 
measures, offering training to help 
keep those on campus safe. In ad-
dition, eight of his campus offi cers 
carry guns, and three others are go-
ing through the seven-step process 
to qualify for a weapon.

“We never sit down and say we’ve 
done enough,” Ojeisekhoba said. 
“But the situation in Oakland, 
how can you stop that? How will 
you know that someone is walking 
around armed?”

At the time of the Oikos Univer-

sity shooting, Ojeisekhoba said he 
was in the process of fi nalizing a 40-
page assessment of the campus. 

“We are very blessed to have a 
president and staff that wants to do 
their best to equip the campus safe-
ty department with what it needs,” 
the La Mirada chief said. “Inaction 
can be an even bigger liability.”

Several months before this latest 
attack, Ojeisekhoba conducted a 
review of several decades of school 
and university shootings, compiling 
data from 80 campuses, 20 of which 
were at faith-based colleges.

The information will be used to 
assess his own campus against pos-
sible vulnerable spots.

“My offi cers know every inch of 
this place,” he said.

Responsibility and accountability
Recognizing that prevention can 

only go so far, the campus security 
offi cials said they spend a great deal 
of time educating students, staff, 
faculty and—even parents—on 
how best to respond in the event of 
an active shooter on campus.

“We try to do as much preventive 
front loading that we can,” Carr said.

Vergara said one of the topics 
he tries to instill in the 3,400-mem-
ber student body is not to abdicate 
their own safety responsibilities 
onto everyone else.

“Safety for students is the responsibil-
ity of everybody,” said Vergara, adding 
that the campus houses 878 people on 
site. “Students need to be educated 
about how to be responsible, and they 
also have to take accountability not 
only for themselves but for others. 
The university also has a responsibility 
to try to maintain a safe and inclusive 
environment where the goal is people 
can study.”

COLLEGES…
Continued from page 1

Emergency crews are at the scene of a deadly shooting on a Christian college 
campus in Oakland. Seven people died and three others were injured when 
former student One Goh opened fi re at Oikos University on April 2.
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By Lori Arnold

LA PUENTE — Norma Padilla 
Murakami stood before the micro-
phone congratulating the crowd of 
40 Days for Life volunteers for their 
steadfastness in helping to close the 
abortion clinic behind her.

The founder of A Women’s Care 
Center in Chino, Murakami un-
derstood the dynamics of abortion 
professionally — and personally. 
Her road to healing after having 
six abortions of her own led her to 
minister to others in hopes of ei-
ther thwarting the haunting grief 
by choosing life or walking hand-
in-hand with women who had cho-
sen abortion to a path to freedom 
through Christ.

As she stood there congratulat-
ing the prayer and fasting warriors 
for their mammoth accomplish-
ment of seeing a clinic close in 
abortion-friendly California, Mu-
rakami urged them to take their 
victory a step further.

She suggested that a pregnancy 
care center would be the most ef-
fective way to erase the 30-year cul-
ture of death that had seeped into 
the San Gabriel Valley since the 
abortion doctor began offering the 
services until she closed the clinic 
on June 30, 2011.

“So much death has taken place 
here,” Murakami said, summariz-
ing her impromptu comments 
that day. “How many babies a day 
died in the city of La Puente in this 
complex on Hacienda Boulevard? 
Now is the time to offer life to the 
women who come back for their 
abortions, to come to a safe place 
where we will share the sanctity of 
life with them and they will choose 
life. If you were able to pray and 
close this place this down you guys 
can defi nitely open up a pregnancy 
center. No more, in this location in 
La Puente, will these little babies be 
put to death.”

She was met with claps and 
cheers and even a few small checks 
for seed money—but no takers to 

From death to life
Former abortion clinc to open as pregnancy support center

Brian Franco, left, Pastor Jim Sheets and Becky Itzen review plans for the renovation of a former La Puente abortion clinic. 
The facility will reopen as early as June a pregnancy care center. The project was coordinated by Norma Padilla Murakami, 
founder of A Women’s Care Center in Chino. The new center will take the same name.

head the pregnancy care center 
project.

Although enamored with the 
concept, the 40 Days for Life offi -
cials at the celebration stressed that 
their ministry focus was on prayer 
and fasting. They turned the tables 
on Murakami, urging her to take 
the reins since she already had the 
experience needed for the project. 
But the Chino resident had her 
hands full with her Chino center. 
With La Puente a good 20 miles 
away, it just didn’t seem to make 
good sense. God, it seemed, had 
other plans.

“All in one day it was a life-chang-
ing experience where we were in 
baby steps of opening a pregnancy 
care center,” she said.

Murakami contacted her board, 

and they began praying. Several 
area churches got wind of the pos-
sible plan, and interest escalated.

“People were excited,” she said. 
“It really caught me off guard. I 
didn’t expect that excitement.

“The doors were opening up, 
churches in the area heard about 
it. Even if it was just a few, (a) hand-
ful of churches it didn’t matter. 
Even if one church heard or two 
churches heard, the point is that 
we had prayer support and people 
who were excited to see a pregnan-
cy care center go into that abortion 
location.”

Within two weeks of speaking at 
the celebration rally, requests be-
gan coming in for presentations on 
the project. Volunteers emerged, 
and offers for donated computers 
and an ultra sound machine came 
rolling in. 

Local churches offering their 
support include Calvary Chapels in 
Chino Hills, La Puente, El Monte, 
Monrovia, Pasadena and Monte-
bello and New Life Community 
Church in West Covina.

“We really couldn’t turn back,” 
she said. “We really couldn’t say no 
because every time we tried to say 
‘you know what, I don’t think we 
should be doing this, we should be 
concentrating on Chino,’ God kept 
opening doors wider and wider.”

On May 20, nearly a year after the 
abortion clinic closed, the second 
A Women’s Care Center held its 
grand opening for the new facility, 
although construction and funding 
delays may keep the facility closed 
until sometime in June. Additional 
funding needed to complete the 
project is estimated at $15,000 to 
$20,000.

Murakami cringes at the thought 
of a single day of delay since former 
abortion clients have been coming 
to the site to terminate their subse-
quent pregnancies. 

“Those people could be our po-
tential clients,” she said. “They are 
looking for an abortion and we are 
not even open.”

From darkness to light
Murakami cringes because she 

knows the pain shaped by the tak-
ing of an unborn life. It can be 
a pain so deep that it’s often not 

even recognized. For Murakami 
it manifested itself in depression, 
anxiety, migraine headaches and 
backaches. Then she discovered 
a book about post-abortion stress 
disorder written by a Christian 
author.

“I thought it was my life, she 
said. “It was the way I was sup-
posed to be. I had no idea it was 
that. I just knew I was heading 
down this spiral of symptoms, se-
clusion, just isolating myself from 
my family, my friends and some-
times my church.”

The author of the book listed 
her own symptoms, matching 
those that were crippling Mu-
rakami.

“I thought, ‘I’m a Christian, 
I’m not affected by it anymore,’” 
she said. “God has forgiven me, 
and I’m OK. I thought, ‘Could 
this really be what’s affecting me? 
Can this be that painful of a situa-
tion?’ Society tells you abortion is 
legal. It doesn’t hurt. It’s not go-
ing to affect you. It’s like pulling 
a tooth.”

Murakami, the mother of four 
living children, decided to attend 
a support group for post-abortive 
women.

“I wept so much that night I 
had no idea why,” she said. “But 
I think it was a safe place to be 
able to express grief freely and 
comfortably with others who were 
feeling the same way.”

The next day, with her guilt 
and shame allayed, her symptoms 
were gone. She fi lled the vacuum 
of despair with a passion to help 

Volunteers at the new A Women’s Care Center site in La Puente start demolition 
of several walls in preparation of the facility. The pregnancy care center will 
replace a former abortion clinic.

others overcome.
“When people saw the change 

in my life, they started to ask what 
it was, what was going on,” she 
said, adding that she would never 
have wanted to be known as the 
woman who had six abortions 
but sensed the Lord saying, “You 
go and heal others through your 
story.”

She does so frequently as a 
speaker at schools, skid row cha-
pel services, jails, prisons and 
through U-Turn for Christ, a re-
covery program.

Hope and healing
In 2007 she opened the Chino 

Valley pregnancy care center, 
which specializes in education on 
teen pregnancy, fetal development, 
abortion procedures and sexual 
integrity. It offers pregnancy test-
ing, a “Forgiven and Set Free” post-
abortion Bible studies and support 
groups for girls and young fathers. 

When you don’t get to grieve the 
loss of your unborn baby, you are 
left with this undealt with hurt,” she 
said. “It eventually turns to anger 
and bitterness. It’s so necessary for 
men and women to go through this 
in order to repair their relationship 
with God. God uses that to bind up 
the wounds that abortion causes.”

Other free services include par-
enting and life skills classes, guest 
speakers who provide expertise as 
birthing coaches, lactation nurses, 
fi nancial advisers, custody attorneys 
and adoption representatives.

In conjunction with the second 
center’s opening, the board is mov-
ing forward with plans to convert 
them into medical clinics, which 
will allow them to provide free ultra 
sounds, which are considered one 
of the most successful tools in the 
pro-life movement. The sophisti-
cated medical equipment provides 
clear snap shots that reveal the ad-
vanced development of early-term 
babies, defying the common pro-
choice argument that the fetus is 
just tissue, advocates of the technol-
ogy say. 

The technology, combined with 
the prayers, Murakami said make 
for a two-fold testimony about the 
redemptive power of God.

“It was a very dark, oppressive 
place,” she said. “So many people 
have prayed over it. It’s going to be 
really wonderful to have the spirit 
of the Lord right there. It’s amaz-
ing.

“God is using what Satan meant 
for evil, to keep me imprisoned—
imprisoned by abortion and bound 
to secrecy—God is using it for his 
glory to help other men and wom-
an. It’s an honor. I’m no longer 
ashamed.”

For more information, visit www.
awomenscarecenter.com or call 
(909) 628-6848.

Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285 
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive 
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound
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  THRU SEP 9
The Word Ink & Blood Exhibit, Dead 
Sea Scrolls to Gutenberg. 10am-5pm, 
MUZEO, 241 S Anaheim Blvd., Anaheim, 
$13 • (714) 956-8936

JUN 1 • FRIDAY
“Courageous,” movie night. 7pm, Son 
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, 
free • (714) 997-8501

JUN 1-JUL 1
Little Women, Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2pm & 
7:30pm; Sun 2pm, . Musical Theatre 
Village, Irvine • (949) 753-1996, musi-
caltheatrevillage.net

JUN 2 • SATURDAY
Pomona Released Time Christian Educa-
tion’s “Vote for Our Children,” luncheon. 
11:30am, New Life Community Church, 
275 E Foothill Blvd., Pomona, $8 •  (909) 
593-0373

    Motown Comedy Revival. 7pm, Long 
Beach City College, 4901 E Carson St., 
Long Beach, $20-50 • christiansingles-
funevents.com

Christian Singles Dance. 9pm, Lakewood 
Elks, 12507 Carson, Hawaiian Gardens • 
spectaculareventz.com, (714) 622-4002

JUN 3 • SUNDAY
Inspirational & Dynamic Messages to 
help you personally, thru June. 3pm, 
Spires Restaurant, 13030 Goldenwest/
Knott Ave., Westminster, free • (714) 
943-7942

JUN 5 • TUESDAY
Support Birth Choice Health Clinics by 
dining at Chick-Fil-A. 5-8pm, Chick-Fil-A, 
Laguna Niguel on Crown Valley • (949) 
916-0647

  JUN 6 • WEDNESDAY
Support Birth Choice Health Clinics by 
dining at Chick-Fil-A. 3-8pm, Chick-Fil-A, 
Long Beach Towne Center & Brea • 
(949) 916-0647

JUN 7 • THURSDAY
Aglow Int’l Tustin Community Lighthouse 
Meeting. 6pm, Citrus Café, 1481 Edinger 
Ave., Tustin • (661) 808-9060

JUN 9 • SATURDAY
Women of Faith: One Day, with Christine 
Caine, Angie Smith & Andy Andrews. 
10am-5pm, Long Beach Convention 
Center, Terrace Theater, $59-79 • wom-
enoffaith.com, 1-888-49-FAITH

8th Annual Gospel Festival featuring 
Donnie McClurkin. 7:30pm, San Diego 
County Fair, Del Mar, free with admission 
or $22-33/reserved seats • sdfair.com

JUN 11-12 • MON-TUE
Train the Trainer Leadership Conference, 
with Jim Gabor. Grace Baptist Church, 
Santa Clarita, $275-345. Hosted by 
Walk Thru the Bible • 1-800-361-6131, 
walkthrough.org

JUN 14 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn, 
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714) 
761-4012

JUN 15 • FRIDAY
Switchfoot, in concert.  7:30pm, San 
Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with 
admission or $22-33/reserved seats 
• sdfair.com

JUN 16 • SATURDAY
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship 
Int’l, inspiring testimonies, with Tom 
Sirotnak, open to public. 2pm, Coco’s 
Restaurant, 12582 Valley View St., 
Garden Grove, no cover charge • (714) 
943-7942

65th Anniversary Speaker Series, ‘Bibli-
cal Prophecy,’ with Mark Kroeker. 7pm, 
Brethren Christian High School, 21141 
Strathmoor Lane, Huntington Beach, 
free • bchs.net

JUN 17 • SUNDAY
Line Dance Boot Camp. Beahive Dance 
Center, Garden Grove, $20 • (714) 622-
4002, christiansinglesfunevents.com

JUN 21 • THURSDAY
Aglow Int’l Mission Viejo Lighthouse 
Luncheon. Casta Del Sol Golf Course 
Restaurant, 27601 Casta Del Sol Rd., 
Mission Viejo, $14 • (949) 387-5333

JUN 22 • FRIDAY
Leeland, in concert. 6pm, Kingsfi eld 
Church, 27111 Aliso Creek Rd., Aliso 
Viejo • leelandonline.com 

JUN 22-23 • FRI-SAT
James Dobson, host of Family Talk and 
founder of Focus on the Family, will present 
Parts 1-4 of an 8-part live taping of “Build-
ing a Family Legacy,” 6:30-9:30pm, Skyline 
Church, La Mesa. Free, but reservations 
required • buildingafamilylegacy.com

JUN 22-24 • FRI-SUN
SoCal Singles Retreat, with Myles Gentz-
kow. Calvary Chapel Conference Center, 
Twin Peaks, $196/person • chris-
tiansinglesretreat.org, (909) 204-2916

JUN 23 • SATURDAY
Called to be Free Conference. Restoring 
hope for sexual healing. Abundant Living 
Family Church, 1900 Civic Center Dr., 
Rancho Cucamonga. Hosted by Living 
Stones Ministries • (626) 963-6683, 
livingstoneministry.org

Fishfest 2012, 
with TobyMac, 
Sanctus Real, 
Phil Wickham, Chris August & more.  Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheater, Irvine • transpar-
entproductions.com, (714) 545-8900

JUN 25-29 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School. 6-8pm, Christian 
Mission Church, 27812 Forbes Rd., La-
guna Niguel, $35/child & $25/additional 
child • (949) 370-1100

JUN 29-30 • FRI-SAT
James Dobson, host of Family Talk and 
founder of Focus on the Family, will Parts 
5-8 of an 8-part live taping of “Building 
a Family Legacy,” 6:30-9:30pm, Skyline 
Church, La Mesa. Free, but reservations 
required • buildingafamilylegacy.com

JUL 3 • TUESDAY
“Last Day Warriors,” with Bob & Pat 
Mecado. Every Tuesday in July, 7pm, Son 
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, 
free • (714) 997-8501, sonlightoforange.
org/mecado

JU  L 6 • FRIDAY
“Secondhand Lions,” movie night. 7pm, 
Son Light Christian Center, 172 N Glas-
sell, free • (714) 997-8501

JUL 8 • SUNDAY
Faith & Family 
Night with Bar-
lowGirl at the LA 
Sparks vs Atlanta Dream WNBA game. 
5:30pm, Staples Center, Los Angeles • 
lasparks.com, 1-877-44-SPARKS

JUL 10 • TUESDAY
Tuesday Tea. 6:30pm, Victorian Estate 
& Garden, American Family Living, 1774 
N Glassell St., Orange, $18-20 • (714) 
637-7900

JUL 12 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn, 
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714) 
761-4012

JUL 12-14 • THU-SAT
29th Annual Christian Homeschool 
Convention, with Dr. Voddie Bauchman 
Jr, Jessica Hulcy, Ray Comfort & more. 
Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena. 
Hosted by the Christian Home Educa-
tors Association • (562) 864-2432, 
cheaofca.org

JUL 15-20 • SUN-FRI
Youth Entrepreneurship Academy pres-
ents High School Business Planning 
Camp, Concordia University, Irvine • 
www.cui.edu/yea

JUL 21 • SATURDAY
Big Gospel Musical, with Inland Empire 
Men of Praise, We Are Soldiers, Bro. 
Ron Burns & more. 5pm, Greater New 
Foundation Fellowship Church, 841 S 
Main St., Pomona • (951) 727-8728, 
(951) 961-1888

JUL 22 • SUNDAY
Tenth Avenue North, in concert. OC 
Fair, The Hangar, Costa Mesa, $15-22 
• ticketmaster.com

JUL 25-29 • WED-SUN
Renovare, Covenant Retreat, with Rich-
ard J Foster, Chris Hall, Nathan Foster, 
Julia Roller & many more. Point Loma 
Nazarene University, San Diego, various 
cost • (303) 792-0152, renovare.us

JUL 28 • SATURDAY
Concert in the Park, the Xclaimed Minis-
tries Band, and Paul Karanick. 3:15-6pm, 
Xclaimed Ministries, 10871 Western 
Ave., Stanton, free • (714) 803-9692

AUG 3 • FRIDAY
“Dolphin Tale,” movie night. 7pm, Son 
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, 
free • (714) 997-8501

AUG 4 • SATURDAY
Citizens in Action training, with Brigitte 
Gabriel. 7:30am-5pm, Irvine/Orange 
County Airport, 17941 Von Kaman Ave., 
Irvine • (949) 863-1999

AUG 25 • SATURDAY
2012 Queen Mary “Speedy Sweeties” Din-
ner/ Dance, ages 19-91. 1pm-12am, The 
Queen Mary, Long Beach, $20-88 • (714) 
622-4002, christiansinglesfunevents.com

AUG 25-26 • SAT-SUN
Orange County 
Harvest Crusade 
with Greg Laurie 
at Angel Stadium 
• harvest.org/crusades

SE  P 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Promise Keepers 2012 National Men’s 
Conference, “Called Out!” Viejas Arena 
at San Diego State University, San Diego 
• 1-866-776-6473, promisekeepers.org 

SEP 8-9 • SAT-SUN
Los Angeles Har-
vest Crusade 
with Greg Laurie 
at Dodger Sta-
dium • harvest.org/crusades

SEP 14-15 • FRI-SAT
Women of Faith, Celebrate What Mat-
ters, Honda Center, Anaheim, $89-109 
• womenoffaith.com, 1-888-49-FAITH

SEP 21-22 • FRI-SAT
“Revive Me” Conference with Kay Arthur 
& Sherri Youngward. Calvary Chapel 
Vista, 885 E Vista Way, Vista, $40 • 
mhill@wmconnection.org

SEP 28-30 • FRI-SUN
“The Truth War” apologetics confer-
ence with Josh McDowell, Tim LaHaye, 
Ed Hindson, Kent Sparks, Joe Holden. 
Abundant Living Family Church, 10900 
Civic Center Dr., Rancho Cucamonga, free 
• (909) 987-7110, abundantfamily.org

OCT 6 • SATURDAY
Advocates for Faith & 
Freedom Justice 2012 
Annual Fundraising Gala, 
with keynote speaker 
Dinesh D’Souza, 5pm, 
Hilton Orange County, 
Costa Mesa • www.faith-
freedom.com, 1-888-588-6888

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Living Proof Live, with Beth Moore & 
Travis Cottrell. Long Beach Convention & 
Entertainment Center, Long Beach, $65 
• 1-800-254-2022, lproof.org

OCT 13 • SATURDAY
5th annual Faith & Work Life Conference, 
Concordia University, Irvine • www.
faithandworklife.org, (714) 272-7865

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for Orange County not listed in this issue.
• Events for the Inland Empire, LA County and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 

Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

More than 1,000 people turned out May 3 for the annual National Day of Prayer 
event at the Mission Viejo City Hall. In addition to 23 represented churches, 
offi cials from the city council, fi re and police departments attended.

Kay Arthur headlines 
Oceanside conference

OCEANSIDE — “Revive Me With 
Kay Arthur,” a two-day conference 
for women, will be held Sept. 21 
and 22 at Calvary Chapel Vista. 

Arthur is a nationally recognized 
Bible teacher, author, radio and TV 
host. She and her husband, Jack, are 
the founders of Precept Ministries In-
ternational, whose mission is to teach 
people to study the Bible inductively.

According to event organizer 
Margy Hill, of Women’s Ministry 
Connection, the conference is in-
spired by the psalmist’s cry, “My 
soul clings to the dust.”

“We are asking God to use Kay’s 
love and passion for Him and His 
Word to ‘revive us according to His 
Word,’ Hill said in a news release.

The cost is $40, which includes 
a Friday evening session and three 
more on Saturday. A light dessert 
will be served Friday evening, and 
lunch will be served on Saturday.

Worship time will be led by Sher-
ri Youngward. 

Conference organizers have se-
cured a block of hotel rooms at the 
Courtyard Marriott for $99 a night.

For more information, visit www.
wmconnection.org.

1,000-plus attend 
Mission Viejo prayer 
event

MISSION VIEJO — More than 
1,000 people, representing 23 
Christian churches and 35 pastors, 
participated in the May 3 National 

Kay Arthur will hold a two-day “Revive 
Me” conference for women Sept. 21 
and 22 at Calvary Chapel Vista. 

Day of Prayer event at City Hall.
In addition to the religious com-

munity, offi cials from the city coun-
cil and the police and fi re depart-
ments participated.

“It began out of a weekly prayer 
meeting that has been taking place 
at City Hall every Thursday for the 
past two years,” said Pastor Mike 
Maiolo of Mission Viejo Christian 
Church. “Pastors from the city of 
Mission Viejo have been gathering 
to pray for our city and churches to 
become more unifi ed. We sensed 
God calling us back to Him in re-
pentance for our city and nation. 

“It has started a chain reaction 
of prayer within our churches and 
city. We believe God wants to bring 
a ‘revival’ to the city of Mission Vie-
jo, where there is a return to break-
through prayer, the Word of God, 
repentance, worship, a new obedi-
ence to God and an ingathering 
of lost people. We are asking God 
to awaken our city to Jesus and the 
things of God.”

AFL to host 
a weeknight tea

ORANGE — American Family 
Living will host a Tuesday Tea from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. July 10 at its his-
toric Victorian headquarters.

The guest speaker will be Sheri 
Torelli, a nationally recognized 
conference speaker and director of 
More Hours in My Day, the organi-
zational ministry founded by Emile 
Barnes. Torelli joined More Hours 
in My Day after the women met at 
a seminar.

“I have seen Sheri truly go from 
‘total mess to total rest,’” Barnes 
said of her protégé. 

According to the event literature, 
as Torelli became organized, she 
discovered more time for herself, 
time for the family and time alone 
with God. Torelli will share some of 
the ideas she used to change her 
life.

The ministry, housed in an 1885 
Victorian estate and gardens, is lo-
cated at 1774 N. Glassell St.

Tickets are $22 each. Discounts are 
available for three or more tickets.

For more information, visit www.
americanfamilyliving.com.
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Make A Difference…
 Become a Foster/Adoptive Parent
Our Mission….
“to ease the suffering of abused and neglected 
children by providing a nurturing and supportive 
environment which will allow them to begin the 
process of healing.”

CALL TODAY! (877) 864-4448
www.concept7.org

Fostering Hope in Children since 1973

Fostering 
Hope & 

Adopting 
Promise 

PASADENA — Christian 
Home Educators Association of 
California will host its 29th annual 
Christian Homeschool Conven-
tion July 12 to 14 at the Pasadena 
Convention Center.

The convention, fi lled with 
activities for the entire family, is 
open to both homeschoolers and 
those contemplating home edu-
cation for their children.

Dr. Voddie Baucham Jr., an 
author, nationally known speak-
er, professor, pastor and home-
schooling father from Houston, 
Texas, will be the keynote speak-
er. Other keynote speakers will 
be Jessica Hulcy of Konos cur-
riculum and Ray Comfort, evan-
gelist and co-host of “The Way of 
the Master.” Heidi St. John and 
Jessica Thompson will be fea-
tured speakers.

In addition to its 60-plus work-
shops for beginners and veter-
ans, the gathering will include 
separate teen and children’s con-
ventions for students 4 to 18. A 
highlight of the event will be the 
fi rst-ever homeschool graduation 
ceremony in the historic Pasa-
dena Civic Auditorium. J. Mi-
chael Smith, president of Home 
School Legal Defense Associa-

tion, will be the commencement 
speaker.

The schedule also includes 
a Christian comedian, who will 
provide a free Family Entertain-
ment Night on July 13. Other 
activities include an Exhibit Hall 
with nearly 200 exhibit booths, a 
used curriculum exchange and 
the annual Support Network 
Leadership Conference.

Rounding out the conven-
tion is Homeschool Day with the 
Dodgers at Dodger Stadium at 
1:10 p.m. July 15.

Pre-registration is available at 
the CHEA website. The deadline 
to register is June 11. Spouses of 
registered attendees are invited 
to attend free, along with CHEA’s 
premium members. Parents of 
preschoolers, age 5 or younger, 
who have never attended an as-
sociation convention may attend 
one day as a guest of CHEA. Reg-
istration will also be available at 
the door, at a slightly higher cost.

Established in 1982, the as-
sociation provides a variety of 
services and support for home-
schooling families.

For more details, visit www.
cheaofca.org or call (562) 864-
2432.

California homeschool 
convention planned

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Plan now for your fall and 
winter camps and retreats

Facing bankruptcy?

A committed Christian attorney will stand with you!

We can help!
Law Offi ces of

Donald A. Ellison

1-800-533-7707
Serving East L.A., Orange, Riverside

& West San Bernardino Counties

We are a debt relief agency. We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Training offered for 
citizen action

IRVINE — ACT For America, a 
grassroots citizen-action network 
dedicated to “preserving national 
security and combating Islamic 
supremacy,” will hold its Citizen in 
Action Training from 7:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Aug. 4 at the Irvine/Orange 
County Airport Crown Plaza.

The seminar will be led by 
Brigitte Gabriel, considered a 
leading terrorism expert in the 
world who specializes in the rise 
of global Islamic terrorism and is 
the founder and CEO of ACT For 
America. Among the organizations 
seeking her analyses are the U.S. 
Congress, Pentagon, Joint Forces 
Staff College, U.S. Special Opera-
tions Command, U.S. Asymmetric 
Warfare group, Federal Bureau of 
Investigations and members of The 
British Parliament and House of 
Commons.

She has also made appearances 
on Fox News Channel, CNN, MS-
NBC and various radio stations.

She has written two New York 
Times best sellers, “Because They 
Hate: A Survivor of Islamic Terror 
Warns America” and “They Must 
Be Stopped: Why We Must Defeat 
Radical Islam and How We Can 
Do It.” 

The registration fee is $45 or $70 
for a couple.

The training is being promoted 

by the Salt and Light Council and 
the local Tea Party.

For more information, visit www.
actforamerica.org and click on the 
event link, listed under the “Learn” 
menu.

Village of Hope 
honors grads

TUSTIN — Twenty-three stu-
dents who completed a transitional 
living program at the Village of 
Hope graduated May 20.

The program is operated by the 
The Orange County Rescue Mis-
sion

“For many of our residents, the 
Village of Hope program stops a 
lifelong cycle of homelessness and 
abuse,” said Jim Palmer, president 
of the Orange County Rescue Mis-
sion. “We focus on teaching our 
students the skills needed to lead 
self-suffi cient lives, and we are 
thrilled to have the opportunity to 
recognize each of these individuals 
who are now equipped with essen-
tial tools that will help them to live 
outside the program successfully.”

Graduates included men, women 
and children, each of whom com-
pleted at least a 12-month stay at 
the Village of Hope.

“We are now in our fourth year 

of providing services to the home-
less through the Village of Hope 
and are always adding new compo-
nents to the program to help our 
residents, including aid like legal 
counseling and employment ser-
vices,” Palmer said.

The Village of Hope is a 192-bed 
transitional housing program for 
homeless men, women and fami-
lies. This transitional living pro-
gram provides its residents with 
food, shelter and health services. 
The program also teaches residents 
how to become self-suffi cient mem-
bers of the community through 
comprehensive services including 
counseling, healthcare and job 
training in a structured living envi-
ronment.

For more information, visit www.
rescuemission.org. 

Submissions sought for 
8th annual Kairos Prizes

HOLLYWOOD — Submissions 
are now being accepted for the 8th 
annual Kairos Prizes for spiritually 
uplifting screenplays by fi rst-time 
and beginning screenwriters.

The awards are sponsored by Dr. 
Ted Baehr, founder of Movieguide, 
and supported by the John Temple-
ton Foundation, which funds the 
$50,000 in grant money for the Kai-
ros Prizes’ top three entries.

“We are absolutely thrilled 
to bring the best and bright-
est new voices to Hollywood,” 
Baehr said. “And we are hon-
ored by the amazing support 
the Hollywood community has 
shown toward the competition.” 
Since 2006, the Kairos Prizes 
have celebrated the best new 
screenplays across the globe 
that “greatly increase man’s 
love or understanding of God.”
The competition is designed to 
encourage and recognize new 
fi lmmaking talent. 

“There are several other win-
ning writers that currently have 
productions and deals in the pipe-
line,” Baehr said. “We look forward 
to having the opportunity to an-
nounce these later in the year as 
they come to fruition.”

“Johnny,” the inaugural Kairos 
Grand Prize winner written by Da-
vid M. Anthony and originally titled 
“John, The Revelator,” was released 
on video last year through Pure Flix 
Entertainment.

Winners will be announced at the 
21st Annual Faith & Values Awards 
Gala and Report, set for February 
in Hollywood. Last year, more than 
500 entries were received.

Submissions received by Sept. 
24 are $50, and afterward the fee 
is $80 until the Nov. 2 competition 
deadline.

More information, including cri-
teria for the prizes, may be found at 
www.kairosprize.com.

Former Village of Hope graduate David Montgomery is congratulated by Village 
of Hope Manager Nathan Bates. The Village held its annual graduation ceremony 
on May 20.

Brigitte Gabriel, founder of ACT! For 
America, will lead a Citizen in Action 
Training on Aug. 4.
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By Patti Townley-Covert

UPLAND — Mama Emma 
watched as her next-door neigh-
bor, Don Rogers, fi lled tubes with 
soil, poked in seeds and watered 
them. “I can do that,” she thought. 
Soon tree seedlings fi lled her front 
yard—small trees she could sell to 
break out of the cycle of poverty.

Those weren’t the only seeds ger-
minating 16 years ago in Mwanza, 
Tanzania. Prayers were answered, 
and Empowering Lives Interna-
tional began to grow. According to 
Rogers, ELI’s founder and interna-
tional director, the “plague of pov-
erty stemmed from a lack of ideas 
and opportunities.” Determined to 
make a difference, he started gath-
ering community leaders, asking 
about their struggles, praying with 
them, looking at available resourc-
es and coming up with solutions.

Those humble beginnings not 
only impacted people in Tanza-
nia, but also a student attending 
Azusa Pacifi c University. As a child, 
when Lori Eaton heard missionar-
ies speak, she’d pray, “Lord I’ll do 
anything, but I don’t want to go to 
Africa.” However, Eaton said that 
an opportunity to go on a short-
term mission trip with ELI in 1995 
challenged her to trust God with 
her fears. 

She went and fell in love with 
people like Mama Emma. In keep-
ing with the regional traditions of 
her country, Mama Emma’s name is 
derived from her fi rst-born child, in 
other words Emma’s Mama. 

“Their passion for God was amaz-
ing to me,” Eaton said. “I saw a lot 
of suffering and hard situations, 
but they had a love and joy that 
could only come from the Lord. I 
wanted to be around that more.” 

Now the short-term missions 
coordinator at ELI’s Upland head-
quarters, Eaton described how vol-
unteers traveled around in those 
early days, and camped in tents as 
they held crusade-type events. The 

Lori Eaton, above, the short-term 
missions coordinator at Empowering 
Lives International’s Upland 
headquarters, encourages school 
children while visiting in Kenya.

Michelle Kiprop, right, admires 
her most recent delivery. A nurse 
practitioner and director of the UPEC 
Chebaiywa Health Center in Kipkaren, 
Kenya, Kiprop sometimes draws on 
her former emergency room training to 
make life-and-death decisions.

Nursing enterprise
Ideas take root and grow into knowledge that transforms lives

team also worked alongside local 
churches helping with building 
projects or whatever was needed. 
Over the years, ELI established 
training centers and built housing 
where volunteers now stay, and the 
focus on Christ remains the same. 

And now volunteers work along-
side experienced staff.

In Tanzania, ELI’s programs 
train thousands of needy farmers 
how to make better use of their re-
sources—like chickens, said Eaton. 
When people don’t know how to 
keep chickens healthy, they stop 
laying eggs. Then owners “kill the 
chickens and eat the meat so there’s 
no more chickens.” But ELI teaches 
farmers how to multiply the chick-
ens and keep them producing. 

“In a few years, maybe they’ll 
have 20 chickens instead of two,” 
she said. 

That knowledge diminishes 
the poverty struggle in one of the 
world’s poorest countries.

Assessing the needs
According to Eaton, each com-

munity has different needs, though 
in Kenya, alcoholism is rampant. 
Poverty cultivates a hopelessness 
that turns people to alcohol. They 
spend what little money they have 
on it and, without enough for 
school fees, their children remain 
uneducated, limiting future job op-
portunities. 

“It’s an unending cycle,” she said. 

“If we can stop the alcohol, that’s 
going to stop the cycle of poverty.” 

As people learn life skills, money 
goes toward building up their small 
businesses and they begin investing in 
their children. Once educated, those 
children become positioned to get 
better jobs, and that cultivates hope.

ELI’s anti-alcohol program even 
improved the family dynamic for 

one of ELI’s own staff, Michelle 
Kiprop. She fi rst went to Kenya as a 
short-term missionary while a high 
school student in Alta Loma. Later, 
after becoming an RN, she moved 
to Kenya where she fell in love and 
got married. 

Her mother-in-law, Mama Wil-
liam, was an alcoholic.

“It was so bad that she was inca-
pable of properly caring for Wil-
liam when he was a child,” Kiprop 
said. ”He wound up being raised 
in an amazing adoptive family. But 
over the decades, he continued to 
reach out to his mother.” 

According to Kiprop, shortly 
after they married in 2007, Mama 
William entered ELI’s anti-alcohol 
program. Completely surrendering 
her life to Christ, she’s been sober 
ever since. 

Now Mama William inspires oth-
ers including Kiprop, who oversees 
Kenyan Christians at the UPEC 
Chebaiywa Health Center. 

“Jesus modeled a ministry style 
that reached out and touched a 
person’s body, mind and spirit,” 
Kiprop said. “As we encounter pa-
tients, it is our desire to see them 
through the eyes of Christ and 
that Christ may be seen in us and 
through the work we do.” 

The center empowers individuals 
to live healthier and more produc-
tive lives through prevention, treat-
ment and emergency care. It also 
offers a pharmacy, laboratory, HIV 
testing and counseling, as well as 
maternity services, optometry and 
dentistry. 

Precious gifts
In the Sudan and Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, the major-

ity of ELI’s programs center around 
schools located in the slums, where 
slum-dwelling children didn’t know 
where their next meal was com-
ing from, Eaton said. They had no 
hope for the future. but now, they 
go to school where they get fed 
physically, spiritually and emotion-
ally. Out of 2,000 schools in Sudan, 
ELI’s schools test among the top 
fi ve. 

Sponsorship opportunities per-
mit those who partner with ELI to 
give this type of sustainable gift: 
one of knowledge, hope and health 
that not only impacts families and 
villages today but future genera-
tions also.

“Participation on this journey of 
empowering lives is needed and ap-
preciated, and there is no greater 
urgency to reach more lives than 
now,” Rogers said. “It may be diffi -
cult for one person to change the 
whole world, but together we can 
change the whole world for one 
person!”

When Rogers returned to Tan-
zania a few months ago, he found 
Mama Emma amid rows of trees 
and fl owers in a nursery tended to 
by more than 25 women. She was 
eager to share her story—and grati-
tude. 

“This project has helped me 
and my family for all these years!” 
she told him. “I have fed and 
clothed my children and even 
sent them to school because of 
this work. I thank God that I am 
able to create and build a future 
with hope for my children. God 
is good!” 

For more information, visit www.
empoweringlives.org.

Sexual orientation change efforts 
have not been shown to be safe 
or effective and can, in fact, be 
harmful. The risks include, but are 
not limited to, depression, anxiety, 
and self-destructive behavior and 
suicide.”

The form must also include 
statements critical of the practice 
from the American Psychological 
Association, American Academy 
of Pediatrics, American Medical 
Association’s Council on Scientifi c 
Affairs and National Association of 
Social Workers.

“Some therapists are taking 
advantage of vulnerable people 
by pushing dangerous sexual 
orientation-change efforts,” Lieu 
said at the May 8 Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing. “These non-
scientifi c efforts have led in some 
cases to patients’ later committing 
suicide, as well as severe mental and 
physical anguish.”

Reparative therapy, espoused by 
numerous national mental health 
organizations, provides treatments 
for patients with unwanted same-
sex attractions to become ex-gays. 
Thousands of gays and lesbians 
have testifi ed to the success of the 
treatment and have gone on to live 
successfully as heterosexuals. 

Exodus International, for ex-

SB 1172…
Continued from page 1

ample, has more than 260 member 
agencies in North America and is the 
nation’s largest Christian ministry 
for men and women dealing with 
same-sex attraction, though it is not 
involved in reparative therapy work.

A true believer
David Pickup, a registered Cali-

fornia therapist, testifi ed before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, saying 
he is proof the treatment works.

“I will admit there is quackery out 
there,” the therapist told the commit-
tee. “But reparative therapy, which 
is what I do, authentic reparative 
therapy, is absolutely based on sci-
ence, good research, and it works.”

The method is also endorsed by the 
National Association for Research 
and Therapy of Homosexuality, 
which said the proposed legislation 
ignores solid research extolling the 
benefi ts of the treatment for those 
wishing to leave the gay lifestyle.

Opponents of the therapy, how-
ever, insist that homosexuality is not a 
medical condition and that attempts 
to convert are not only unethical but 
also harmful.

“Being lesbian or gay or bisexual 
is not a disease or mental disorder 
for the same reason that being a 
heterosexual is not a disease or a 
mental disorder,” Lieu testifi ed. “The 
medical community is unanimous in 
stating that homosexuality is not a 
medical condition.”

Offi cials from NARTH, however, 

disagree, and they testifi ed in the 
Senate hearing that scientifi c as-
sumptions used to support the need 
for the law were based on biased 
studies and misrepresentations about 
the therapy, which Lieu referred to 
as “Sexual Orientation Change Ef-
forts” in his bill.

For instance, NARTH maintains 
that the committee that drafted a 
2009 American Psychological As-
sociation report cited by SB 1172 
excluded anyone who practiced the 
treatment or was sympathetic to its 
benefi ts.

“(It) ended up being comprised 
of professionals who essentially were 
in ideological lock step with one an-
other in their preconceived notions 
regarding SOCE,” said a letter to 
the committee by NARTH President 
Christopher H. Rosik, Ph.D. 

In addition, NARTH offi cials said 
that the bill ignores research favor-
able toward reparative therapy.

“We believe that SB 1172 would 
make for bad law based on its 
misrepresentation of the science 
pertaining to SOCE, its potential 
to unnecessarily restrict client and 
parental choices and its assumption 
of the regulatory functions of mental 
health associations and licensing 
boards,” Rosik wrote.

If successful in both chambers, the 
SB 1172 would then advance to Gov. 
Jerry Brown for his signature. Brown 
has historically approved bills sup-
portive of the gay and lesbian agenda. 

Mama Emma stands with her son in 
the middle of the plant nursery she 
began when he was only a baby. Now, 
a young man, he’s learned a strong 
work ethic from his mother.
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We are your voice in the courts.
Advocates for Faith and Freedom protects your 
religious liberty in the courts. 

We represent individuals, churches, organizations, 
and businesses whose civil liberties have come under 
attack—and these cases are increasing dramatically.

Our mission is to engage in cases that will uphold 
our religious liberty and America’s heritage and 
to educate Americans about our fundamental 
constitutional rights. We recognize that America was founded on Judeo-
Christian principles. In today’s culture, that foundation is slowly being eroded 
by legal challenges to the family structure, religious freedom, basic property 
rights, and parental rights, and by other court decisions that have created a 
society increasingly devoid of the message and infl uence of God.

1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com

Your prayers and tax-deductible contributions are important to us.

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.

 Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

 Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature
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 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND 
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California Minnesota
❑  San Diego Co. ❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul

❑  Inland Empire On-line
❑  Orange Co. ❑  Internet 

❑  Los Angeles Co. 
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like to “link” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

Law Offices of
Donald A. Ellison

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

1-800-533-7707
EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION
Reasonable fees • Call to inquire

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgfinney.com

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

Mobile DJ & Entertainment SVC
ALL STYLES of
CHRISTIAN MUSIC
for ANY OCCASION
(951) 522-6843

E X A L T A T I O N S

Raphael Realty Church Specialists
CHURCHES FOR SALE

Call today (213) 999-9939
RE License # 00713881

Church real estate specialists for more than 30 years

SANTA ANA
1.5 acres land, 34,750 sf 
building, leased office 
income, 124 parking. 

$5,200,000

Contact us for church 
real estate. We have 
BUYERS & SELLERS.

AZUSA
Lot:  1.31 acres, 10,000 
sf & 6,200 sf Industrial 
buildings, 325 seats. 

$1,900,000

We work exclusively with 

Call for a free 
evaluation of your 

church property value. 
Go to www.churchwanted.

com for info or email 

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy, 
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this 
message on!

  Clean, Improv Comedy Show in downtown Ful-
lerton. 2011 OC Best Improv Group. Secret City 
Comics Society is a safe place for laughter and 
fun. Secretcitycomedy.com or 1-855-IMPROV-SHOW.

ATTORNEYS

CEMETERY PLOTS
RoseHills, $4,675 to $7,575 for two people. 
(626) 759-7408.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches wanted. We have buyers. Working 
exclusively with religious sites since 1979. Agent 
cooperation offered. Members of National & CA 
Assoc. of Realtors. Referral fees offered @ COE. 
Raphael Church Realty. www.churchneeded.com,  
213-999-9939, churchrealtor@gmail.com, DRE 
License #00713881.

Churches  Wanted: For sale or lease – any city 
in Southern California, Buyers available for most 
areas. Thinking to relocate, call a church special-
ist,  member of National and California Association 
of Realtors. Need a free  Market Analysis, call 
Western Brokerage at 909-822-2923 or Henry 
at  951-529-2330, DRE# 00761467. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com visit us at www.western-
brokerageco.com

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED
Director/Manager position available for a married 
couple at Christian Camp and Conference Center 
in rural Riverside County, CA. Applicants will be 
responsible for the overall function and day to day 
operations of the camp. Responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, administrative, marketing, 
and facilities/building/grounds maintenance. 
Position requires a strong work ethic and a desire 
to minister to people of all ages. Fax resumé to 
(951) 658-3143.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Fully furnished, self contained, very clean studio 
for rent. Private entrance, parking facility, centrally 
located, very convenient. Near Fwy 405, close to 
South Coast Plaza, Mile Square Park. Available June 
1st. To see call (714) 269-9615, If no response, 
leave message for a return call. 

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Frank Sinatra Tribute Concert, Phil Jeffrey and 
Musique Noir. August 11th, Redondo Beach Perform-
ing Arts Center. Info rbpac.com or luisaproductions.
com/events.html, (310) 742-7765. Great show! 

ROOMS   FOR RENT
Tustin Ranch. Large room. Nice house. Gated, free-
ways, W/D, pool, Jacuzzi. $550+utilities. Pictures: 
john31 6.atwebpages.com. (714) 730-6958. Steve.

Lake Forest furnished room, nice neighborhood, 
utilities included. Kitchen, house privileges. Close 
to colleges, shopping. No drugs, alcohol, pets. 
$700/mo. (949)  235-2274.

SERVICES
Need a     videographer for your wedding and other 
special events? Go to our website www.storysvid-
eographerservices.com or call (714) 322-3372.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

TIME SHARE FOR SALE
Time Share for Sale. Park Plaza-Park City, Utah. 
Floating week, Anytime. One bedroom. Asking 
$10,000, make offer. Call (714) 892-7810. (No 
brokers please).

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

CHURCHES FOR SALE



16 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • June 2012 OC www.christianexaminer.com


