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Reading Samples
New Year’s resolutions for the mind
By Patti Townley-Covert

Members of one of the Southern California Coaches of Influence fellowships read Scriptures during their regular
breakfast meeting. Nelson Cook founded Coaches of Influence as a support and accountability network for Christian
coaches of all levels.

Cashing In
COIN ministry supports, equips
coaches as they mentor players
By Lori Arnold
PLACENTIA — Every Sunday
and Monday—and the occasional
Thursday—of the fall season NFL
team leaders across the country
meet at the 50-yard-line and flip
a coin. The resulting coin toss determines who will receive the ball
to start the game. While a big factor of game momentum, the biggest single influencer of the game
is usually the coach, who equips
his players with the physical tools

and mental mindset to win.
“There are two kinds of coaches: those who have been fired and
those who are going to be,” said
Nelson Cook, citing a common
sports phrase.
As founder of Coaches of Influence, or COIN, Cook is using
his own experience and personality to make a spiritual imprint
on Southern California coaches
who desire to use their Christian
faith to inspire athletes to develop strong character traits that last

RIVERSIDE — It’s that time of
year again: a new beginning, time
to exercise more and eat healthier.
Author and philosopher/theologian Kenneth Richard Samples appreciates these typical resolutions,
but he challenges believers to get
more intellectual exercise and consume a healthy diet of good books.
For the past two decades, Samples said he’s been talking to people about “cultivating the life of
the mind,” and there’s no better
time to start than in January. Many
Christians don’t seem to recognize
that serving the Lord requires using all the qualities and characteristics he gives us, Samples said.
“And that includes God’s incredible gift of the human mind.”
Neglect of the mind, he said, has
led to charges of anti-intellectual-

ism in today’s evangelical church.
“Critics of Christianity often assert that Christ’s followers have
both ‘soft hearts’ and ‘soft heads.’
Or, worse still, in the words of outspoken atheist Richard Dawkins,
‘hard hearts’ and ‘soft heads.’”
Samples suggested that more Christians should seriously consider the
motto of The United Negro College Fund: “A mind is a terrible
thing to waste.”
According to Samples, a senior
research scholar at Reasons To Believe, his “pursuit of the life of the
mind to the glory of God” began
soon after becoming a Christian as
a sophomore in college. As a result
he’s accumulated a personal library
of between 3,000 and 4,000 books.
In addition to his work with Reasons
To Believe, Samples is a lecturer in
See READING, page 9

well beyond the game clock.
“I was a coach, I worked with
coaches,” Cook said. “They have
a tremendous amount of influence.”
According to Dr. Howard Hendricks of Dallas Theological Seminary, the reach of coaches is staggering.
“The average coach can impact
about 25,000 young people in a
career,” he has said.
See COACHES, page 6

Kenneth Samples enjoys discussing the books he reads whenever there’s an
opportunity. Each January he issues a list of must-read Christian classics.

Board with History
Southern California couple creates Constitution game as learning tool
By Lori Arnold
TEMECULA — Dave and Pam
Barret spent the better part of a
year plopping Post-It Notes on their
bedroom wall as the multi-colored
squares came to symbolize their
great passion and love.
No, the Barrets are not newlyweds—far from it. Married 33 years,
they are the parents of five collegeeducated children. Although still
in love and passionate about each
other, the Post-Its represented another great infatuation: their affection for the U.S. Constitution.
The couple, both educators, used
the popular office supply to help
cultivate questions and answers for
“Constitution Quest,” their new
board game.
“Literacy has always been our
passion,” said Pam Barret, a former

National Right to Read Foundation
Teacher of the Year who is now a
teacher-training consultant. “It’s
now spilling over to constitutional
literacy.
“We’ve always created games to
help our students learn. Games are
engaging.”
The homemade games proved
to be especially helpful to her husband Dave, who is a high school
special education teacher.
“It’s amazing how much people
don’t understand,” she said about
one of America’s most defining
documents. “It’s the most precious
document because it preserves our
heritage in this nation.”
Her assessment appeared to be
backed up by the January 2011 results of the annual Intercollegiate
Studies Institute’s civics test. The
test randomly surveys more than

Creators of the Constitution Quest game took care to be sure the game board
reflected the classic tones of the 18th century. The game is designed to educate
youth and adults on the U.S. Constitution.

30,000 Americans, most of them
college educated. The survey also
included 165 respondents who indicated they had been “successfully
elected to government office at
least once in their life.”
The survey project, launched
six years ago, asks 33 basic civics
questions—10 related to the U.S.
Constitution—and includes some
culled from the national Citizenship Exam.
The 2011 survey showed that the
average score on the test was just 49
percent, while the elected officials
fared even worse with an average
score of 44 percent.
Among some of the findings
were:
• Only 49 percent of elected officials could name all three branches
See GAME, page 11
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Left Coast Hall of Shame

PJI cites Top 10 infringements on religious freedom during 2011
SACRAMENTO —Pacific Justice
Institute, a non-profit legal defense
organization, has announced ten of
the year’s worst developments for
religious, constitutional and parental rights in its 2011 Left Coast Hall
of Shame.
1. San Juan Capistrano shuts
down home Bible study. A Southern California city founded by a religious mission fined a Bible study
group for meeting in a home. After PJI intervened, the city backed
down.
2. Mount Soledad cross declared
unconstitutional. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gave a big
thumbs-down to the large cross on
a San Diego hillside that was raised
decades ago as a war memorial.
3. SB 48 forced on California.
The Golden State became the first
state to specifically mandate that
history and social science classes
include positive portrayals of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people. A few weeks later, some
schools celebrated “Gay History
Month” by focusing on luminaries
like Lady Gaga.
4. The Obama administration
abandons defense of marriage. Taking a cue from California officials’
refusal to defend a voter-approved
affirmation of traditional marriage,
the Obama Justice Department first
offered a weak defense, then stopped
even pretending to defend the federal Defense of Marriage Act.
5. Parents cut out of decisions

about kids’ HPV vaccines. Lobbyists for big drug companies have
poured tens of thousands of dollars
into the coffers of California politicians. That money paid off this year,
as the Legislature enacted AB 499,
which allows them to inject kids
with a controversial vaccine for human papillomavirus, which is sexually transmitted. The drug makers
will get paid by the feds and don’t
have to ask parents for permission.

10. Unions support out-ofcontrol Occupy protests. In California, the Occupy protests have
featured calls for violent revolution, “solidarity” with the accused

7. Supreme Court uses technicalities to nix pro-parent ruling. In
a surprisingly good move, the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals tried
to rein in social workers who interrogate kids about their home lives
when their parents aren’t around.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Supreme
Court came up with a hypertechnicality and overturned the decision.
8. San Franciscans attempt to ban
circumcision. It’s a ritual as old as
Abraham and Isaac, but some residents of the Bay Area believe that it
inhibits pleasure, so they gathered
enough signatures to put circumcision to a vote. After a public outcry,
the Legislature stepped in to protect the ancient religious practice.
9. Oakland school teaches kids
about multiple genders. Are you a
boy, girl... or something else? That’s
the question an elementary school
is teaching children to ask themselves, with a little guidance from a
group called “Gender Spectrum.”

The Pacific Justice Institute specializes in the defense of religious
freedom, parental rights, and other
civil liberties, providing their clients legal support at no charge.

Legislative Update

New Year puts spotlight on budget, bills
By Rebecca Burgoyne

6. Marin County school ignores
parent opt-out, tells middle schoolers about homoerotic fantasies.

White House gunman, and riots.
So how have major labor unions
responded? With praise for the
movement and copycat Occupy
events of their own.

SACRAMENTO — If you’ve ever
played “kick the can,” you know
that kicking the can serves to give
players time to act. The same is true
in the Sacramento Capitol building, where Gov. Jerry Brown is playing his own form of “kick the can”
with the state’s budget, hoping that
time will heal the economic woes.
For years, California’s leadership
has been paralyzed by conflicting
demands: small businesses and families demanding lowered taxes, and
special interest groups demanding
sustained funding.
Last summer, Brown and Democrat
legislative leaders kicked the proverbial
can down the road, attempting to hold
off severe cuts or tax increases by optimistically projecting an additional $4
billion dollars of tax income, necessary
in order to balance the budget. However, just before Christmas the state
Director of Finance brought the bad
news: the additional income would not
appear, and many areas of education
and social services funding must be
dramatically reduced.
Against this backdrop, legislators
return to Sacramento Jan. 4 for the
second half of a two-year legislative

session. While several legislators—
and special interests affected by the
cuts—hope to reopen discussions to
avoid the spending rollbacks, Brown
said he wasn’t open to renegotiating
the budget compromise, including the
automatic budget cuts.
The nonpartisan legislative analyst’s
office indicated last fall that the deficit
could reach $12.8 billion by July 1.
Clearly, California’s budget should
remain a focal point in 2012, as Brown
releases his preliminary 2012-13 budget
in mid-January and presses for voters
to increase taxes in the November
2012 election.
Two-year bills
In addition to the ongoing budget issue, the legislature will spend
much of January focusing on the
fate of its two-year bills, those bills
carried over from 2011. Those
measures face a final deadline to
successfully navigate the legislative
process. They include one sparked
by the Florida case of 2-year-old
Caylee Anthony, whose mother
failed to report her disappearance
for weeks. Assembly Bill 1432, Holly Mitchell, D-Culver City, would
criminalize the failure to report the
disappearance or death of a child
under 14 within 24 hours. Senate
Bill 391, Beth Gaines, R-Roseville,
known as the “Parole Reform Act
of 2011,” addresses a legal loophole stemming from a 2008 California Supreme Court decision
that created a presumption that—
despite heinous crimes—“release
on parole is the rule, rather than
the exception.” Reversing that ruling would give greater weight to
the specifics of crimes in determining a convict’s suitability for parole
and would protect future victims
from paroled criminals.
New legislation
During January and February,
legislators will also introduce new
bill proposals to be considered in
spring committee hearings. These
may be totally new ideas—perhaps
drawn from news headlines—or
a recycled idea often based on a
previously vetoed or failed bill.
New bills often include legislators’
pet proposals, including pension
reform, workers’ compensation
and revamping the pork-laden
water bond slated for the November ballot. While most new ideas
are still under wraps, some are
trickling out.
On the eve of Veteran’s Day,

Assemblyman Richard Pan, DSacramento, announced that he
would introduce legislation making an estimated 3,000 California
veterans, who were dishonorably
discharged as homosexuals under
the military’s now abandoned
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy, eligible for any state veteran benefits.
These benefits may include tuition
fee waivers, home-loan eligibility,
property tax exemptions, burial
in a veterans cemetery, free or
reduced fees for license plates,
and reductions or waivers for
business and recreational passes
and licenses.
Two California legislators have
also announced plans to introduce
bills stemming from the Penn State
football scandal involving the alleged sexual abuse of young boys.
Sen. Juan Vargas, D-Chula Vista,
has drafted a bill to require university coaching staff to report suspected child abuse or neglect to law
enforcement. Assemblyman Ricardo Lara, D-South Gate—citing the
alleged involvement of a nonprofit
charity in the Penn State abuse
scandal—has announced plans to
introduce a bill to strip nonprofits
of their tax-exempt status if they
enable or fail to report child sexual
abuse connected to their organization. These bill ideas may satisfy a
public desire to “do something,”
but the detailed language of a bill
is critically important, and the
language of these bills is not yet
known.
Wary electorate
According to a December Field
Poll, California’s legislative approval stands at a low 22 percent. In an
election year, representatives will be
doubly cautious of pressing for bills
that offend their voters. Discussing
the chances of Gov. Brown’s proposed tax increases, Senate President pro Tem Darrell Steinberg,
D-Sacramento, indicated that voters would have to be convinced the
Legislature was doing its job—tackling pension reform and improving
the economy—before they would
vote to raise taxes. Right now, Californians are not convinced, so pay
attention to happenings in Sacramento, express your opinions to
your elected representatives and
stay engaged with policy issues and
the elections ahead.
Burgoyne is a research analyst
with the California Family Council.
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Concordia University launches new Center for Public Policy
By Lori Arnold
IRVINE — Concordia University
has launched a new public policy
center that will serve as a forum
for events, research and strategic
partnerships between the campus
and Orange County’s public sector
leaders.
University present Kurt Krueger
said the college is also in the process of adding more public policy
courses as part of a goal to offer a
degree in public administration
with an emphasis in public finance.
“There is no question that state
and local governments are experiencing profound change,” the university CEO said. “I believe our university can play an important role
in facilitating the discussion of how
that change will impact Orange
County and in the preparation of
leaders equipped to manage that

change in the next decades.”
Keith Curry, a Newport Beach
councilman and its former mayor,
will head the Center for Public Policy. Curry recently retired after a 23year career as a managing director
for Public Financial Management, a
national finance consulting and advisory firm. He previously served in
the Ronald Reagan administration
at the Department of Transportation.
“Our goal is to focus on Orange
County as an urban area of more than
three million people and to serve as a
resource in helping local officials make
better decisions,” Curry said in a statement. “We also aim to prepare students
with practical, real world skills needed
for today’s local governments, with a
particular emphasis on public finance.”
The University also announced a
broad-based list of “who’s who” in
Orange County who will be serving as

board members of the Center.
In keeping with the diversity of Orange County’s urban core, the center’s
board includes business leaders and
local leaders from both parties, including labor leader Nick Bernardino and
union-critic Supervisor John Moorlach.
“The board represents the diversity
of opinion and the breath of experience that we want to be the hallmark
of center programs,” said Curry.
Its first official business was hosting
Orange County’s “Annual Report,”
which was presented Nov. 17 by Board
of Supervisors Chairman Bill Campbell.
The center is also scheduled to hold
a Pension Reform Forum breakfast
on Feb. 24 and a daylong seminar on
Creating High Performance Government on March 30.
Stephen D. Christensen, the university’s executive vice president for
External Relations, said the center will
offer a perfect opportunity for students

and staff at the Lutheran-affiliated
school to put their faith to work in the
public sector.
“Concordia has obviously been
preparing students for ministry work
but at the same time not all work is in
ministry, including secular work,” he
said. “This is an extension of the work
we are already doing with our students.
It used to be if you were at a Christian
university you had to go into Christian
ministry but business is now an option.
Government is now an option. We want
them to see that as a worthwhile career
and a very good way to be salt and
light in a very dark world. If we want
to change the world we have to work
within the world’s system. We want to
train up a generation that understands
God comes first.”
Christensen, a business professor,
who also heads up the university’s Center for Faith and Business, said that 70
percent of the people in the workplace

don’t attend the church.
“How are they going to know about
a relationship with Jesus Christ?” he
said. “It’s through the witness and
relationship of a co-worker. These coworkers go places pastors can’t. God
uses everyday people, His followers, to
represent Him in the secular field. The
world is in trouble. God didn’t give us
a pass to not be in the world.”
The Concordia executive said that in
the past Christians had a tendency to
run from the rough-and-tumble arena
of public policy and politics, but that
has only led to a darker world.
“We are not going to make progress
by withdrawing,” he said. “We need to
engage in the community. Jesus went
into the marketplace. At the end of the
day, it’s part of the Great Commission.
For more information, visit www.
cui.edu and type in Center for Public
Policy in the search box.

Presidential candidates urged to sign pledge for religious freedom
Christian Examiner staff report
SANTA ANA — While the crowded GOP field for U.S. president
wrangles over major national issues
such as the economy, taxes and traditional values that are important
to Christian conservatives, an Orange County ministry is hoping to
expand the topics to include religious freedom.
In addition to the Republicans,
Open Doors USA is also planning to
target Democrats, Libertarians and
Independents with its 2012 Presidential
Pledge for Religious Freedom.
The document encourages every
presidential candidate to advocate
for persecuted Christians and people of all faiths worldwide, including those living in America. The
document, unveiled in late November, was produced in partnership
with professor Tom Farr of Georgetown University, an international
Religious Freedom expert.
“Religious freedom is in global
crisis,” Farr said. “In the United
States, religious associations are at

risk of being forced either to abandon their core beliefs—for example, on the sanctity of human life—
or cease operation. Internationally,
70 percent of the world’s population lives in countries in which religious freedom is severely restricted.
“Tens of millions of human beings are subject to violent persecution because of their beliefs or
those of their tormentors. Whoever
wins the presidency in 2012 should
make religious freedom, at home
and abroad, a high priority.”
In recent years, numerous Catholic
hospitals have either closed or dropped
their religious affiliation because of
laws forcing them to perform abortions. Also, numerous faith-based
adoption or foster care ministries have
closed because of laws forcing them to
accept gay couples.
“Religious freedom is foundational
to American society and a key indicator
of prosperity in most societies worldwide,” said Lindsay Vessey, advocacy
director for Open Doors USA.
As a result, Open Doors is also soliciting signatures from the public, show-

ing their support of the presidential
pledge. Open Doors officials said they
will approach candidates, informing
them how many Americans have signed
the petition.
“Candidates need to hear from
American voters that this is an important issue,” Vessey said. “We’re asking
all freedom-loving Americans to sign
the petition. This petition indicates that
you would like your presidential candidate to sign the Presidential Pledge
for Religious Freedom.”
Wide support
At press time former Senator Rick
Santorum was the only candidate to
sign the pledge. According to Open
Doors, a candidate’s signature indicates
that they are committed to upholding
religious freedom for people of all
faiths in America, nominating U.S.
federal judges who are committed
to upholding religious freedom as
defined in the pledge and prioritizing
religious freedom concerns in U.S.
foreign policy.
The presidential pledge has been
endorsed by more than 30 organiza-

tions, institutions and individuals,
including the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference,
Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights, China Aid Association, Jubilee
Campaign, the International Institute
for Religious Freedom of the World
Evangelical Alliance and the Universal
Peace Federation USA.
Individual endorsers include The
Honorable Ernest Istook, former
U.S. congressman and a distinguished
fellow at The Heritage Foundation;
Dr. Richard Land, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission;
Stuart W. Epperson, chairman of the
board for Salem Communications
Corporation; Michael Cromartie, vice
president of Ethics and Public Policy
Center; and Dr. Paul Marshall, senior
fellow, Center for Religious Freedom
at Hudson Institute.
Educational tool
Land, the SBC leader, said without
U.S. intervention “the plight of millions
of people around the world whose
right (is) to freely express their faith

will not improve.”
“As the pledge indicates, religious
freedom should be an integral part of
the foreign policy of any U.S. presidential administration,” he said. “It is more
than duplicitous for us as Americans to
enjoy this freedom for ourselves but to
not actively advocate it for all people.
“Freedom denied to anyone today
could be freedom denied to everyone
tomorrow.”
Open Doors USA, which does not
endorse or support specific candidates,
said the presidential pledge is an education tool for voters and was developed
to raise awareness of the estimated
100 million Christians worldwide who
suffer interrogation, arrest and even
death for their faith in Christ, with
millions more facing discrimination
and alienation.
On Jan. 4, the organization plans to
release its 2012 World Watch List of 50
countries that are the worst persecutors
of Christians around the globe. The annual list a major project of the ministry.
For more information, visit www.
pledgeforreligiousfreedom.com.

Christians pray for North Koreans as they face uncertain future
Christian Examiner staff report
SANTA ANA — Christians around
the world have taken to social media
to mobilize in prayer after the death
of North Korea’s long-time dictator
Kim Jong Il, the “Dear Leader” of
one of the world’s most oppressive
regimes.
North Korean news agencies reported that Kim Jong Il had died
Dec. 17 of fatigue from “overworking
to serve the people of North Korea.”
Kim Jong Il was 69 years old.
A period of national mourning has
been declared through Dec. 29; the
funeral is slated Dec. 28, according
to North Korea’s official KCNA news
agency.
As the capital city of Pyongyang
pronounces an increase in “military
capability”—and South Korea moves
to full military alert in fear of instability in the poor and isolated nucleararmed nation—many wonder what
will happen next.
Within minutes of the official announcement of Kim’s death Dec. 19,
Christians around the globe began
posting prayer requests on Twitter
and Facebook on behalf of the region.
“Praying for North and South Korea,” Jeana Lim, a Korean American
living in Saratoga, Calif., wrote on her
Facebook page. “God, let your will be
done.”

Dr. Carl Moeller, USA President/
CEO of Open Doors said that Kim’s
death marked a significant day in
North Korean history.
“Though this brutal dictator, who
was responsible for so many atrocities, has died, the future is still unknown,” said Moeller.
Although prayer for the impoverished North Korea is nothing new
among evangelical Christians, the
death of the 69-year-old leader and
the many unknowns surrounding his
successor, youngest son Kim Jong Un,
have increased anxiety throughout
the region, especially as the North
test-fired a missile Dec. 19 over the
East Sea.
Some observers speculate that
Kim’s son, Kim Jong Un, will be just as
cruel to all dissenters. Others suggest
that he may be more lenient.
“We simply do not know the future
of North Korea, but God does,” said
Moeller.
“This is why it is vital that Christians
around the world pray for North Korea during this transitional time. Pray
especially for the brave Christians
inside North Korea. They are fearful
that they might face even more suffering,” continued Moeller.
According to Open Doors there
are an estimated 50,000 to 70,000
Christians being held in North Korean prison camps where they face even
more horrific treatment than other

prisoners.
“People are starving to death. The
people of North Korea are living a
nightmare that never ends,” Moeller
said.
For the past nine years, North Korea has held the No. 1 spot on the
Open Doors World Watch List. According to Open Doors North Korea
is still expected to retain the top spot.
In North Korea, any form of worship to anyone other than the “Great
Leader” (Kim Il Sung) and the “Supreme Leader” (Kim Jong Il) is seen
as treason. North Korean Christians
are often arrested, tortured or even
killed for their faith in Jesus Christ,
according to Open Doors.
“It is very unlikely that there will
be any policy changes,” says Simon,
Open Doors’ main contact for Christians inside North Korea. “In fact,
since Kim Jong Un came closer to the
helm, North Korea has stepped up its
attempts to uncover any religious activities. There have been more house
raids, more spies trained to infiltrate
religious and human rights networks
and one South Korean Christian
who was murdered in China because
he helped refugees. Christians fear
what Kim Jong Un capable of doing.
He will do anything to keep hold of
power.”
Simon added, “Kim Jong Un
was only designated as the next
leader in October 2010 during a

rare Worker’s Party Congress. He
is young and inexperienced. There
may be a power struggle, which he
may not win. On the other hand,
the clique around the Kims has
been able to hold the ropes for
over six decades. They have made
it very difficult for opponents to
get organized. Something special
is needed to topple the regime.”
A North Korean Christian refugee
in Seoul, South Korea, told Open
Doors that she had mixed feelings
when she heard the news of the death
of Kim Jong Il.
“I always thought I’d be happy
when he was dead. I hated him but
God taught me to love my enemies.
My North Korean friends react in different ways.”

According to Open Doors sources,
North Korea has closed the borders
and sealed off the usually tolerated
black markets. Security agents and
police officers are seen on every
street and alley. The sound of wailing
people is being heard throughout the
country.
“We hope 2012 will see real
change politically and economically, but especially in freedom
to believe. We pray for freedom
for all citizens so that they may
be free to live how they want and
allowed to believe what they want.
We want those prison camps to
open up so we can embrace our
brothers and sisters in Christ who
have suffered there under terrible
circumstances,” said Simon.
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‘Gender identification’ next major push in California schools
As we look toward this
ti-Christian remarks,
new year, it has become
made throughout the
clear that after years of
semester, constitute
strategic maneuvering
unlawful government
enemies of faith and
hostility toward relifamily have gained an
gion.
unprecedented strongThe CTA is prohold within the public
moting
drastic
school system through
causes that are conunconscionable legislatrary to the moral
tion and domination of
values taught in
the California Teachers
homes across CaliRobert Tyler
Association.
fornia and the na“Gender liberation” will likely tion. California families have placed
be the new vogue term used to their trust in the public school sysdescribe the tidal wave that is fast tem. Unfortunately, however, many
approaching the shores of the Cali- of the public servants educating
fornia public school system. And our kids have an alternative agenda
you can be sure that it won’t stop that is contrary to the fundamental
there. It will spread throughout the purpose of teaching our kids readnation and have disastrous conse- ing, writing and arithmetic.
quences on the innocent.
We have been actively opposBoasting a membership of ing the leftist influences within
325,000 teachers, the CTA has al- our public school system for many
lied itself with radical organizations years. In the past few months, howpromoting “gay, lesbian, bisexual, ever, we have been appalled by the
transgendered and questioning” exponential rate at which our pubissues. Although many of the teach- lic schools have become a haven for
ers within the membership of the social experimentation and moral
CTA are solid Christians or persons ambiguity.
of character who are opposed to
Just recently, we received conferthe agenda currently being fos- ence literature that was distributed
tered by the CTA, they appear to to public school teachers attendhave no voice within the union.
ing a California Teachers AssociaIn fact, the CTA is actively litigating tion conference entitled “Pride in
against us in the case we filed on behalf Education—Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
of Southern California student Chad Transgender Conference.”
Farnan. They are defending a teacher’s
Conference presenters and proactions in the federal lawsuit we filed gram materials propagated the
asserting that the teacher’s repeated an- idea of “gender liberation.” In

You cannot know the gender
or sex of someone by
their physical body, voice,
appearance or mannerisms.
California Teachers Association
other words, male-female distinctions must be eliminated in order
to “liberate” children from unnecessary “stereotypes.” This is not a
movement seeking “equal rights,”
but a movement seeking to obliterate our God-given distinctions between male and female. It appears
that this powerful group of leaders
within the CTA wants to brainwash
children into believing that gender
neutrality is ideal for society. The
conference literature included this
instruction on “gender etiquette”:
• Please do not assume anyone’s gender, even people you may have met
in the past. A person’s external appearance may not match their internal gender identity.
• You cannot know the gender or sex
of someone by their physical body,
voice, appearance or mannerisms.
• Pay attention to a person’s purposeful gender expression. We consider
it polite to ask: “What pronoun do

you prefer?” or “How do you identify?” before using pronouns or gendered words for anyone.
• One way of acknowledging the
needs of all people is to designate
restrooms as gender neutral.
• Respectful allies, who learn from
and with everyone and then educate others, are important for successful gender liberation.
• Each of us can decide for ourselves
in which bathroom we belong.
This is the CTA’s vision for our
public schools, and we must fight
to expose and challenge this agenda. How will our children be allowed to learn and grow in a safe
environment when something as
fundamental as gender is being redefined?
The circumstances are so significant that we are in the midst of
preparing a booklet to expose this
propaganda titled “HIGHJACKED:
K-12.” The booklet will help to
educate parents, grandparents

and other concerned citizens
and prepare them to counteract
this anti-family initiative, “gender
liberation.” We will inform parents of numerous other concerns
threatening their children as well,
including laws that allow schools
to take children off California
campuses, without parental consent, for counseling and abortions.
Additionally, SB 48 which is a new
law set to go into effect on Jan. 1
that mandates schools to teach
the “contributions” of gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender persons
in social studies curriculum, will be
addressed. This booklet will soon
be available on our website if it is
not already posted as of the date
of this publication.
It is time for parents of public
school children to take back their
schools—to become the presidents
of their PTA, to sign-up as a roomparent or to run for the school
board. Likewise, it is time for Christian teachers to take over the CTA
or, at minimum, send an exemption letter to the CTA in order to
redirect their union dues from the
CTA’s political causes to a well-deserving charitable cause as allowed
by law.
Tyler is founder and general counsel of Advocates for Faith & Freedom
in Murrieta. He has been a featured
guest on Fox News, MSNBC, TBN
and PBS. For more information, visit
www.faith-freedom.com.

There is clear, compelling evidence that abortion is wrong
Abortion is the intentional killing of an unborn child. Is this procedure ever necessary?
A pregnancy begins when the
sperm, which is a cell of the father’s
body, unites with the ovum, a cell of
the mother’s body, and a new human life begins. This individual life
has a unique DNA, or biochemical
identity, different from that of any
other individual.
Conception normally takes place
in the mother’s fallopian tube, and
the newly conceived individual migrates to the uterus and implants
in the uterine tissues. Infrequently,
the implantation takes place in the
fallopian tube. As the implanted

human being grows
larger, a point will be
reached at which the
tube will rupture, imperiling the mother’s
life. Surgical intervention is mandatory,
and unfortunately the
developing child dies.
But this is not considered an abortion.
There are other mediDonald
cal conditions that may
occur during the mother’s pregnancy.
About these, Dr. C. Everett Koop,
America’s Surgeon General during
President Reagan’s administration,
said, “During my 36 years of pediatric
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surgery I have never
known of one single
instance where the child
has to be aborted to save
the mother’s life.”
The purpose of abortion is simply to get rid of
an unwanted child, but
rationalizations are common. Many women feel
that adoption is cruel,
and that aborting the
R. Smith
child is more humane.
Another viewpoint expressed by quite
a few unwed mothers is that lack of
money and time for childcare may
result in a neglected and ill-nourished
child who ends up living on the streets
or becoming a criminal. These mothers
feel that the birth may be a “wrongful
life,” and aborting the child may be
preferable. Abortion is also being used
as a family planning technique. When
contraception has been overlooked
or fails, many married women resort
to abortion. Abortion exists for the
mother’s convenience, not necessity.
How did abortion become legal?
For 100 years prior to 1967, every
state in the union had a law prohibiting termination of pregnancy
except to save a mother’s life. But
during the 1960s, a sexual revolution took place at the colleges and
universities of America. So many
unwanted pregnancies occurred
that pressure was put on state legislators to liberalize the abortion
laws. In 1967, California and several other states did so. Then in 1973
the U.S. Supreme Court handed
down the Roe v. Wade decision,
making abortion legal throughout
the United States.
Since that time more than 50 million
unborn babies have been killed by abortion. This is far more human lives than
the entire population of California.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, one out of every three women of
childbearing age has had one or more
abortions. Furthermore, abortion has

become the most frequently performed
surgical procedure in America.
What the Bible says
It is relevant to consider what the
Bible has to say about unborn life.
In Psalm 139, the psalmist David
refers to himself in the womb. He
makes it clear that he was there personally, not as a blob of tissue that
later turned into him. The prophet
Jeremiah wrote that the word of
the Lord came to him saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, before you were born.
I set you apart…” What these texts
make clear is that every child in
the womb is a unique person. The
millions who have been aborted in
America were killed because Roe v.
Wade says that the unborn child is
not fully a person. Thus the child is
not protected by our Constitution,
which states in both the fifth and
the 14th amendments that no person shall be deprived of life without
due process of the laws.
Beyond the personhood question, the Bible has a basic moral
code to which every person must
adhere. A primary commandment
is, “you shall not murder.” What
is murder? In God’s Word it is the
deliberate killing of an innocent
human being. Is abortion deliber-

ate? Is the unborn child innocent?
Need we ask?
What’s wrong with abortion is that
it is murder. Then why does American
law allow it? The answer to this question
comes from the 18th century English
jurist William Blackstone. In his great
work, Commentaries on the English
Law, Blackstone makes clear that all of
a nation’s law must conform to the biblical standard. By this standard, abortion
in America is ungodly and perverted.
How to fix it
What will it take to get our nation straightened out? First and
foremost the Church of Jesus Christ
must rise to its proper position. Instead of taking directions from the
state, the church should begin to
exercise its moral authority. The
pulpits of America need to tell the
people that, in God’s eyes, abortion is murder and that the practice
must be completely stopped. Every
Christian must be urged to be involved and join in the work of enacting a Human Life Amendment
to the Constitution. This will stop
abortion forever.
Smith is founder of Crusade for
Life Inc., producer of “The Silent
Scream” film and author of “Innocent Blood America’s Final Trial.”
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The Imago Dei and liberalism: One needs the other
Is modern liberalism sawing off
the branch it’s sitting on?
You’ve heard me say this before
on BreakPoint, and it’s a point I will
keep coming back to. The concepts
of human rights and liberty as we
know them can all be traced back
to one history-changing idea; an
idea that began with God’s revelation to the Jews and was brought to
the world by the Christian Church.
And that’s the Imago Dei, the
idea that man is made in the image
of God.
In fact, it was the Christian concept of the Imago Dei that conquered pagan Rome. The Christians said that women, slaves,
children, all had eternal value. Talk
about revolutionary!
This belief in the value of every human eventually gave rise to
classic liberalism (which empha-

sizes individual freedom) and to
Western liberal democracy. Even
the great classical liberal philosophers, Locke, Kant, Humboldt, all
acknowledged the West’s indebtedness to Christianity and its principles. It’s no coincidence that the
greatest document of human liberty ever written, the Declaration of
Independence, states that it is selfevident that “all men are created
equal, endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights-among these life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”
But somewhere along the line,
modern liberalism lost its way.
Modern liberalism has not only
enshrined individual freedom and
autonomy as the ultimate good, but
it has rejected the Christian foundation on which rights and liberty
rest.

That is self-defeating.
Remember, Christianity, while recognizing the real but
limited authority of
government, always
recognized individual
freedom in the context of community;
and as community
members, individuals
Chuck
had certain responsibilities and live within a defined
moral framework.
When you remove that Christian moral framework as modern
liberalism does, what do you have
left? A situation, as theologian Michael Novak recently explained in
a brilliant Weekly Standard Article,
where “There is no universal moral
law of reason or religion and the

value choices of individuals trump everything.”
That’s exactly the
thinking behind Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy’s
absurd
statement
that “At the heart of
liberty is the right to
define one’s own concept of existence, of
Colson
meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of human
life.”
That is the natural conclusion of
modern liberalism. My choices become my rights. But it is false. And
it is dangerous. Because who, in the
end, decides between the competing claims of individuals? That’s
right, the state.
And we see it in the news every

day. Religious freedom, just for
example, is being trampled under
the onslaught of new-found individual “rights.” We see it in the gay
“marriage” debate, we see it in the
health care debate, where Christian
medical professionals are forced to
provide services that violate their
religious beliefs.
Folks, here is the point, one that
you have to be able to explain to
others. By rejecting Christianity
and its moral framework, Western
liberal democracies are in grave
peril of collapsing upon themselves. They will no longer be able
to preserve human rights and liberties. What comes next is tyranny.
© 2011 Prison Fellowship. Reprinted with permission. “BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is a radio
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

The death of an atheist
Perhaps not since
to face. Still, atheMadalyn
Murray
ists demand physiO’Hair and Carl
cal proof of God’s
Sagan has there
existence, as if they
been such an “evancould bring God
gelical” atheist as
down and make
Christopher HitchHim into their imens, the writer and
age. What kind of
social commentator
God would that be?
who died in DecemHe would be their
ber after a long and
equal and, thus, not
Cal Thomas
public battle with
God at all.
esophageal cancer.
Evidence, alone, has never
Hitchens railed against those moved anyone from unbelief
who believe in God. While an to faith. If proof were enough,
original writer, and smart, there all of the unbelieving contemwas nothing original about his poraries of Jesus (and Moses)
unbelief. Such views have been would have believed in God beexpressed since the dawn of cause of the miracles they perhumanity. They have also been formed. Two people presented
answered by some of the wisest with exactly the same informapeople who have ever lived. There tion can respond in opposite
is a difference between “smart” ways. Faith is not based solely
and “wise.” As that Scripture in on facts. It is a gift from a God
which Hitchens disbelieved says, who exists.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginHitchens wrote a book called
ning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). “God is Not Great.” It’s a clever
I have always found atheists to title, but how would he have
be interesting people because known, since they had not been
they just may be the world’s properly introduced?
smallest minority group, one
C.S. Lewis, once an atheist
that gets smaller still as its mem- and thus conversant with the
bers pass on and meet God face subject, wrote after his conver-

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.

Atheists demand physical
proof of God’s existence, as if
they could bring God down and
make Him into their image.
sion, “I believe in Christianity as
I believe that the sun has risen.
Not only because I see it, but
because by it I see everything
else.”
Some people exist, however nervously, believing that this life is all
there is. The late singer Peggy Lee
put the result of such faith this way:
“Is that all there is? If that’s all there
is to life, then let’s break out the
booze and have a ball, if that’s all
there is.”
Why contribute to charity,
or perform other good deeds?
Without a source to inspire charity, such acts are sentimental affectations, devoid of meaning
and purpose. If survival of the
fittest is the rule, let only the fit

survive. That was the sentiment
of Ebenezer Scrooge before his
visitation by those three spirits
and his subsequent transformation. Let the poor and starving
die, he said, “...and decrease
the surplus population.” Who
is to say such a notion is wrong
without a standard by which to
judge wrong.
To object to God is to create
morality from a Gallup Poll. In
Gallup We Trust doesn’t have
the same authority.
Hitchens was a gifted writer,
but who gave him the gift? Why
was he not a gifted actor, surgeon or athlete? Why was he not
talentless? Was it an evolutionary accident, which would mean

his gift and his life were meaningless and merely a “chasing after the wind”? (See Ecclesiastes)
Apparently he thought so.
An atheist will tell you he doesn’t
need God in order to be good, or
perform good works. Maybe not,
but the very notion of “good”
must have both a definition and a
definer. “Only God is good,” said
Jesus (Mark 10:18).
Who is the author of evil? And
if God is nonexistent, why do we
call it evil? Is one person’s evil
another person’s good? Does
such a view lead to ethics that
must inevitably be situational?
Scripture warns, “The fool
has said in his heart ‘there is no
God’” (Psalm 14:1).
There is no joy in the death
of one who had faith that God
does not exist. Hitchens now
knows the truth and that can
only be the worst possible news
for him.
As for the atheists still with us,
Christmas has been a reminder
there is still time to believe and
receive the ultimate gift.
© 2011 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.
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COACHES…
Continued from page 1
And as recent headlines have indicated, that influence is not always
for the good. Coaching scandals at
Penn State and Syracuse University
have uncovered allegations of sexual abuse against young boys and
subsequent charges of cover-ups
in an effort to protect their sports
programs.
Although Cook believes the universities went too far in firing the
coaches outright before all the
facts were known and that suspensions would have been more fair
until the full truth emerged, he
said the allegations highlight the
growing darkness in society. Sports,
he said, are not immune.
“You see the negative power that
a coach has,” the former coach
said. “That’s the negative power doing wrong. It’s very bad. It gets back
to our sin nature.
“We are tearing down all of the
supports we’ve had in the past,”
he said, citing the lack of prayer in
schools and other challenges to religious freedoms.
“We are seeing a society, especially in sports, that is so drunk with
winning at all costs. We are seeing
character coaches getting fired
right and left because they didn’t
win. The system is broken. Coaches
have tremendous pressure on them
to win.”
To counterbalance that pressure to win above all else, Cook
launched the Placentia-based
COIN, a Christian ministry modeled on four key pillars found in
Acts 2:42: prayer support, coaches’
fellowships, mission outreaches
and special events, including clinics, banquets, retreats and training
seminars. The ministry is open to

Nelson Cook, right, founder of Coaches of Influence, visits with the West Covina Coaches of Influence fellowship. Cook
founded Coaches of Influence as a support and accountability network for Christian coaches of all levels.

all coaches at all levels for all sports.
“We offer them support, accountability and prayer so they can concentrate on developing winning
kids, not just winning games,” the
ministry leader said. “It’s about
building character and values that
are biblically based.”
The pillars
The prayer support includes a
regular e-prayer alert, intercessors and a coach adoption project
where someone commits to offer
prayers and encouragement on a
weekly basis. The fellowships, currently numbering about 20, meet
either every week or bi-weekly, usually for breakfast or lunch. The
fellowships serve to build relationships and networking support.
“That is no small thing,” Cook
said. “There is no other place where
they can share what they share. If
someone doesn’t understand, they
aren’t able to bear the burden at
the same level.”
All of the effort, he said, is to underscore the concept that the men
are Christians who happen to be
coaches, not coaches who happen
to be Christian.

“With (the second) one you will
compromise to make the other
fit,” he said. “In first scenario, our
relationship with Christ is the determining factor for everything you
say and do.”
Serving each other becomes
tantamount and is manifested in
a variety of ways. One collegiate
coach, unable to attend his daughters’ sporting events because of his
schedule, was blessed by one of his
peers who showed up to as many of
the girls’ games as he could, praying for them on the sidelines while
their father worked a different
field.
“We need to provide applications
so we become fruitful doers,” Cook
said.
Another coach, angry about a
referee’s call that cost his school
the championship title, was briskly
walking across the field to chew out
the official when he turned around
and noticed his assistant coaches
were in quick pursuit behind him,
followed by his athletes. Realizing
the impact of his soon-to-be actions, he stopped in his tracks and
told his staff and team they were
just going to let it go.
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Later that night the losing coach
received a call from a parent on
the winning team. He thanked the
coach for his integrity despite being wronged. He also went on to
apologize for the ostentatious celebrating by the winning team, including his own son, and coaches.
“He told the coach that the win
or loss is shortly forgotten, but not
the character that he was building
among his players,” Cook said.
Being accountable
While fellowship is an integral
part of the ministry, it’s not all fun
and games. Cook said a strong element of the ministry is building
accountability among one another.
Scripture is the core of that discipline.
“Getting into the Word is when
you read it,” he said. “The Word
getting into you is when you meditate on it. The Word getting out of
you is when you do something with
it.”
Helping to give coaches a platform to do something with it, COIN
offers a variety of events, from character banquets to retreats and leadership training.
“God doesn’t always use the bigname individual,” he said. “A lot of
times we are looking at it from the
world’s perspective instead of God’s
perspective.”
But high-profile athletes can be
polarizing even without intention,
he said, citing Denver Broncos’
quarterback Tim Tebow. Many people have been critical of his open
faith, saying sports is not the proper
platform to display personal faith.
“It’s amazing the great divide between those who love him and those
who hate him,” Cook said. “There is
no middle road. It’s a good indication of where our society is.”

Life interrupting sports
Cook’s heart for ministry developed several decades ago while
serving as a coach and teacher in
North Dallas. He was involved in
the local Fellowship of Christian
Athletes at the same time legendary
Dallas Cowboys’ coach Tom Landry
was serving as its board chairman.
“He was a wise, very committed
Christian,” Cook said. “We would
do a lot of ministry to (teens). We
did a lot of programs with Coach
Landry.”
Eventually Cook moved his wife
and three daughters to Southern
California where he was asked to
serve as California state director for
FCA.
But in the mid ’90s he resigned
his position after losing his wife to
brain cancer. God, he said, provided him with furlough time to help
concentrate on the needs of his
girls, ages 9 to 12. Family friends
and church members helped him
fill the vacuum of his wife’s death.
“I didn’t know beans about raising girls,” he said. “When I washed
their clothes they always came out
smaller. I just saw the importance of
the body of Christ coming around
me and supporting me.”
Although he was offered another coaching job back in Dallas,
he decided to stay put at the request of his daughters, who didn’t
want to lose the relationships they
made through school and church.
He also wasn’t prepared to spend
huge chunks of time away from his
daughters.
“I didn’t want to coach other
people’s kids and leave my own
girls at home,” he said.
During the extended furlough
time—as he recognized how much
community support meant to his
own family—Cook began to envision a ministry to coaches. Although he enjoyed his work with
FCA, their focus was on the student
athletes. Cook wanted to focus on
the kingmakers.
He is now working with several
FCA chapters interested in expanding their focus to include more services for coaches.
“God gave me a plan,” he said.
“There wasn’t anyone else doing it.
We were kind of making our own
path. We are a drop in the ocean,
but you never know where the ripple will go.”
For more information on COIN,
visit www.coachesofinfluence.com.
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Ministry entrepreneur uses Internet to link
Christians to information, friends and deals
By Lori Arnold
PASADENA — The Bible
doesn’t record how long it
took Paul’s letters to arrive to
his beloved churches. Suffice
it to say the travel time was
probably measured in weeks
and not milliseconds.
But even then, Paul understood the concept of using the
marketplace to minister, something he did while tentmaking.
And when it comes to ministry
models, Terry Warren thinks
Paul is a great man to model.
“I’m kind of like Paul that way,”
the Pasadena resident said. “I do the
ministry of the gospel, but I’m involved
in marketplace ministry.”
While Paul’s reach was restricted
because of limited travel options,
Warren said he’s blessed by easy access to the information superhighway, which he is using to connect
Christians worldwide.
To that end, Warren launched
Only God’s Finest website in 2009.
“I saw the world had created
Google and YouTube, and I realized there really was not something
like that for the Christian community,” he said. “I was wanting a site
that provides insight and education
about the Kingdom.”
The non-denominational site,
he said, was designed as a clearinghouse for people seeking information on all aspects of Christianity,
from salvation to denominational
nuances, resources on the Holy
Spirit and general information on

counseling, health, worship, the
Scriptures and general news articles. It’s a place, he said, to minister
to body, mind, soul and spirit.
“In Malachi, it says the people
perish for a lack of knowledge,”
Warren said. “The media is key to
reaching the lost in the end times.
Jesus says don’t take your light and
put in under a bushel.”
Tapping into software he developed for his online natural health
company, Only Nature’s Finest,
Warren said he began to cull information from a variety of ministry
sources, including his own business
site.
“One area where the church really lacks is in health issues,” the Pasadena resident said. “(Only God’s
Finest) has tremendous functionality for people to do research. We
have counseling resources for those

who are grieving or for whatever
addiction they are dealing
with, whether it be alcohol,
drugs or something else.
Some of the information
is posted directly on his
website, and other resources are provided through
links to other sites.
“It’s growing every day,”
said Warren, a Bible college
graduate who enjoys preaching at evangelistic outreaches
locally and abroad.
In addition to articles
and other text-driven resources, Warren said he’s
committed to using video because
of its interactive nature.
“I believe very much in video,” he
said. “The average person does not
sit down and read. People can relate
to video more than they can articles.”
Just as technology constantly
develops, Warren said he is always
trying to update his site to keep it
relevant.
“We are now going to start development of a whole separate section
for youth because I believe youth
are the future,” he said.

Christian social networking
A year after launching Only God’s
Finest, Warren said he decided to
expand communication opportunities for Christians by starting a faithbased social networking site similar

to Facebook. Called “Kingdom Konect,” Warren said he was looking
to create a secure site for Christians
to communicate. He said postings
there are pre-screened, making it
an ideal place for pastors to be able
to communicate to their congregations. Pastors can also use the site
to post daily devotions and prayer
requests for their flocks.
“It’s a safe place for teens to communicate with one another without
the influences of the world being a
part of it,” he said, adding that he
had homeschoolers in mind when
he developed the concept.

Discounted shopping
Last year, Warren said he decided to take his web outreach to the
next level by launching the Kingdom Buyers Club, a concept he described as an online Costco.
“Within the body of Christ we
spend millions and millions of dollars on goods and services and yet
we don’t provide a place for those
Christian businesses to promote
that,” he said. “It is one of the largest and one of the most loyal demographics in America.
Through the club, shoppers
can select from more than 7,000
discounted items, Warren said. As
an outreach to pastors, the site offers free annual memberships to
the clergy. All others are offered a
free 60-day trial on the site. Annual

memberships are $20.
“We provide products and services that are on the Internet, as well
as local businesses which provide
discounts,” he said.
To help local churches, Warren
said Kingdom Buyers Club gives a
percentage of sales back to the local
churches of individual shoppers. A
portion of the annual memberships
also goes back to the churches.
Self-funded project
Warren said he believes the concept is a trifecta for Christians,
who save money; the businesses,
which get a new customer base; and
churches, which get money back.
Warren said funding for the suite
of sites has come from profits from
his natural health business and
through online merchandise sales
and advertising.
Future plans include launching
Only God’s Finest TV, which would
include an Internet channel, cable
and satellite. The line-up would
include shows on health, ministry
and other Christian programming.
“I believe over a period of time
we will become one of the dominant means of communicating
through the body of Christ,” he
said. “We want to create tools and
avenues that they can use and be a
platform that God can use.”
For more information on the
Internet offerings, visit:
www.onlygodsfinest.com
www.kingdomkonect.com
www.kingdombuyersclub.com

— EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY—

COUPLES NEEDED
Do you have a heart for abused children?
Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who have
suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided.

$49,000.00/yr. per couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for.
These live-in positions also provide medical/dental beneﬁts, paid holidays, and paid vacation.
A couple will be allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213
/ iÃÃ>>Ê>ÞÊ-iÀÛViÃÊUÊÜÜÜ°{`ÃwÊÀÃÌ°À}

Selling Fords & Lincolns
every day to friends like YOU
Tuttle-Click Automotive Group
43 Auto Center Drive, Irvine

Call me for all your auto needs
Kyle Sullivan
Fleet Sales Manager

(949) 540-9908
Col 3:23

tuttleclickfordsales@gmail.com

A like-minded car
buying experience

More than
200 used cars
to choose from
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CWA hosts ‘Preserving
Freedom’ event
ONTARIO — Concerned Women for America will present the
seminar “Preserving Freedom: New
Threats to Faith and Family Jan. 28
at the Embassy Suites. The conference runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
Speakers for the event include
former congressman Fred Grandy,
a senior fellow with the Center for

Security Policy, radio talk show host
and TV actor; Ken Timmerman, an
investigative reporter, best-selling
author of “Honor Killing” and “St.
Peter’s Bones” and a 2006 nominee
for the Nobel Peace Prize; former
INS Special Agent Michael Cutler,
a fellow at the Center for Immigration Studies and William Federer,
historian and author of “What
Every American Needs to Know
About the Qur’an: A History of Islam and the U.S.

www.christianexaminer.com

The event is co-sponsored by
ACT! for America Corona Chapter.
Early Bird Registration is $25 if
postmarked by Jan. 14 or $35 from
Jan. 15 to 24. The registration includes a catered luncheon.
For more information, visit
http://california.cwfa.org.

Walk to benefit
Released Time program
ANAHEIM — California Re-

leased Time Christian Education will host its first “Walk for
the School Children of California” Feb. 25 at Victory Baptist
Church.
In addition to raising money
for Released Time, the walk is
designed to raise awareness of
the program. Funds will be used
to provide Bibles and other resources to children using the
public school program. Organizers also hope to begin new
Released Time classes in the region.
Released Time programs, authorized in the California education code and upheld in 1952 by
the U.S. Supreme Court, allow
children to be released from
school once a week to attend a
Bible class focusing on moral
teachings, usually at a nearby
mobile classroom. A parent
must provide written approval
for the classes.
Genny Madison, the communication chairwoman of the local
release program said the majority of families taking advantage
of the program are not getting
such instruction elsewhere.
“Historically, 65 percent to
75 percent of the children who
are enrolled by their parents
or guardians have no church
experience,” she said. “Parents
who work two jobs or who work
on Sundays want their children
to be taught Bible truths. They
are excited to think they have an
option to provide this for their
children.”
For more information, visit
www.careleasedtime.org or send
an email to genny4rtce@msn.
com or call (909) 982-7529.

Community receives
thousands of toys
LA HABRA — FreedomHouse
Church partnered with the city
of La Habra and Angel Food
ministries on Dec. 17 to create
the second annual “Christmas
Impact” event, providing food,
toys and games at the La Habra
Community Center.
“The whole idea of this event
is to give back to our community
and to show love the way we were
meant to,” said Josiah Silva, pastor of FreedomHouse church.
“Being able to provide for our
community is what lies at the
heart of our ministry.”
During its first year, Christmas
Impact was able to distribute
2,000 toys and more than 150
boxes of food. Christmas Impact
was created to give back to those
in the community who are in
need of holiday hope.
The organizers hoped to double the effort this year, although
results were not available at
press time.
In addition to the community
outreach, the church planned to
give away 500 more toys and 50
bicycles during its Christmas Day
services.

Francis Chan, Rend
Collective in Corona
CORONA — The Homemade
Worship Tour, featuring Rend
Collective Experiment and noted speaker Francis Chan, will
be held Jan. 21 at Crossroads
Christian Church. The event
will also introduce Rachel Chan,
a developing pop artist who is
the daughter of Francis Chan,
the bestselling author of “Crazy
Love,” “Forgotten God” and
“Erasing Hell.”

Francis Chan will speak at the
Homemade Worship Tour, which will
also feature his daughter, Rachel, a
budding pop artist.

Transparent
Productions,
which is producing the event,
called it “A Family Gathering
for Worship and Conversation
about The Church, Life, Ministry and Community.”
Rend Collective Experiment is
a worship community from Ireland, which recently toured with
Chris Tomlin.
Tickets are $10, $15 and $20.
The church is located at 2331
Kellogg Ave.
For more information, visit www.
transparentproductions.com.

Messianic conference
to be held IN OC
IRVINE – Messianic Jewish Alliance of America will host the
Yeshua 2012 Southwest Conference February 17-19 at the Hyatt
Regency.
The conference speakers include Larry Feldman, Jonathon
Bernis, Joel Liberman and David
Chernoff. The musical guests
are Paul Wilbur, Ted Pearce,
Deborah Kline-Iantorno, Cory
Bell, and Steve Wiggins.
The conference will also
feature Davidic worship, daily
classes, full youth & children’s
program, a Torah service, dance
workshops, singles’ events, Yeshiva, personal prayer and more.
For more information, or to
register for the conference, visit
www.mjaa.org or call 1-800-2256522 x100.

Real Marriage seminar
CORONA — Crossroads Christian Church will host a “Real Marriage & The Truth About Sex,
Friendship and Life Together,”
seminar Feb. 3 and 4.
The sessions will be held at 7
p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday.
Facilitators for the event will be
Pastor Mark Driscoll and his wife,
Grace. Driscoll is pastor of Mars
Hill Church in Seattle.
Among the topics to be explored
are dating as a married couple,
friendship in marriage, taking out
the trash and sex. The Driscolls will
also share how they navigated their
marital journey through biblical
teaching and humor.
Although marriage is covered
in the seminar, the sessions are appropriate for singles and will cover
numerous dating issues.
Tickets are $35 per person.
The church is located at 2331
Kellogg Ave.
For more information, visit www.
crossroadschurch.com.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

DEC 31 • SATURDAY

JAN 21 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Upper Room coffee
house, New Year’s
Eve Celebration, with
The Darrell Mansfield
Band, Brian Gentry & Robert G. Lee.
7:30pm, Venue TBA • theupperroompresents.com, 1-888-679-8228

Apologetics Club meeting, movie &
lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd.,
Costa Mesa, free • (714) 425-9474

Christian Singles: Giant New Year’s
Eve Dance Party. Cal State Fullerton,
Titan Student Building. Partnered
with KKLA 99.5 • (714) 622-4002,
christiansinglesfunevents.com
So Cal Christian Singles: New Year’s
Eve Masquerade Bash. elaborate
Dance Studio , 551 N Azusa Ave.,
West Covina • (951) 440-4201,
newyearseve2012.eventbrite.com

JAN 1 • SUNDAY
Inspirational & Dynamic Messages
to help you personally, thru January.
3pm, Spires Restaurant, 13030
Goldenwest/Knott Ave., Westminster, free • (714) 943-7942

JAN 5 • THURSDAY
65th Anniversary Speaker Series,
‘Biblical Prophecy,’ with Dr. David L
Hocking. 7pm, Brethren Christian High
School, 21141 Strathmoor Lane, Huntington Beach, free • bchs.net

JAN 6 • FRIDAY
“Secretariat,” movie night. 7pm, Son
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, free • (714) 997-8501

JAN 6-7 • FRI-SAT
Evangelism in Depth Seminar. Fri
7-9pm & Sat 9am-4pm, La Mirada
Calvary Chapel, 15144 Leffingwell
Rd., La Mirada • (562) 696-8156

JAN 7 • SATURDAY

The Homemade
Worship Tour, with
Rend Collective
Experiment, Francis
Chan & Rachel Chan.
Crossroads Church,
2331 Kellogg Ave., Corona •
transparentproductions.com
Christian Singles: Swing Bootcamp.
7pm, Crossroads, 2331 Kellogg
Ave., Corona, $15-20 • christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 622-4002

JAN 26 • THURSDAY
Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, Here
We Are Again. 7pm, College Ave.
Baptist Church, 4747 College Ave.,
San Diego. $16-$30 • imcconcerts.
com, 1-800-965-9324

FEB 3 • FRIDAY
“Fireproof,” movie night. 7pm, Son
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, free • (714) 997-8501

FEB 3-4 • FRI-SAT
Real Marriage: The Truth About Sex,
Friendship & Life Together, with Mark
& Grace Driscoll. Fri 7-9pm & Sat
9am-12pm, Crossroads Christian
Church, Corona, $35 • gotothehub.
com

FEB 4 • SATURDAY
Apologetics Club meeting, movie &
lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd.,
Costa Mesa, free • (714) 425-9474

FEB 11-12 • SAT-SUN

Apologetics Club meeting, movie &
lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd.,
Costa Mesa, free • (714) 425-9474

LoveFest 10: Divine Design, with BarlowGirl, Pam Stenzel, Chaos Theory &
Dr. Micah Parker. Our Savior Lutheran
Church, 10410 Pioneer Blvd. #2,
Santa Fe Springs • lovefestoslc.com

JAN 17 • TUESDAY

FEB 14 • TUESDAY

Meet & Greet Actor
Kevin Downes, “Shane
Fuller” in Courageous.
6pm, LifeWay Christian
Store, The Market
Place, 2902 El Camino
Real, Tustin • (714) 573-1468

Christian Singles: Sweetheart Dinner
Dance. La Mirada Country Club, La
Mirada • christiansinglesfunevents.
com, (714) 622-4002

JAN 21 • SATURDAY
Meet & Greet Actor
Kevin Downes, “Shane
Fuller” in Courageous.
11am, LifeWay Christian Store, Brea Union
Plaza, 2535 E Imperial
Hwy, Brea • (714) 256-0277
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship Int’l, inspiring testimonies, open
to public. 2pm, Coco’s Restaurant,
12582 Valley View St., Garden Grove,
no cover charge • (714) 943-7942
Mark Lowr y’s “Unplugged and Unplanned” tour, music
and comedy, 6pm,
Calvary Church, 1010
N. Tustin Ave., Santa
Ana. $12-$25 • 1-800-965-9324,
iTickets.com
Bar r y McGuire, in
concert, Upper Room
Cof fee House, to
be held at The Rock
at Mount Olives,
24851 Chrisanta Dr.,
Mission Viejo • 1-888-679-8228,
theupperroompresents.com

FEB 17 • FRIDAY
God’s Not Dead Tour, with Newsboys,
The City Harmonic, Abandon & Anthem Lights. 7pm, Calvary Chapel,
Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way,
Oceanside, $20-35 • itickets.com,
(760) 754-1234

FEB 17-19 • FRI-SUN
MJAA Yeshua 2012
Southwest Conference, with Paul Wilbur, Ted Pearce, Larry
Feldman, Jonathan
Bernis & more. Hyatt Regency, Irvine
• mjaa.org, 1-800-225-MJAA
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FEB 18 • SATURDAY

FEB 27-MAR 1 • MON-THU (cont.)

MAR 8 • THURSDAY

Big Gospel Musical, with Christ
Connection, We Are Soldiers Gospel
Singers & more. 5pm, Greater New
Foundation Fellowship Church, 841 S
Main St., Pomona • (951) 675-0655

berger, Craig Jutila & more. Town
& Country Resort & Conference
Center, San Diego • incm.org, 1-800324-4543

One Spirit, One Voice, One Hope
Miracle Event. 7pm, Turtle Rock
Community Park, Irvine • crosswordgroup.com

“The Servant of Two Masters,” a
farcical comedy. Thu-Sat 8pm & Sun
2pm, Lyceum Theater, Vanguard University, Costa Mesa, $12-14 • vanguardtickets.com, (714) 668-6145

The Rock & Worship Road Show,
with MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North,
Hawk Nelson & more. 7:30pm, Citizens Business Bank Arena, 4000 E
Ontario Center Pkwy, Ontario $10 •
therockandworshiproadshow.com

Apologetics Club meeting, movie &
lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd.,
Costa Mesa, free • (714) 425-9474

FEB 18-25
Sandi Patty & Friends Cruise, with
Natalie Grant, Mark Shultz, Wayne
Watson & more. Eastern Caribbean
• 1-800-288-4778, cruisewithsandipatty.com

FEB 23 • THURSDAY
Newsboys, in concert with The City
Harmonic, Abandon & Anthem Lights.
7pm, The Rock, 295 E Orangethorpe
Ave., Anaheim • transparentproductions.com

FEB 24 • FRIDAY
Newsboys, in concert with The City
Harmonic, Abandon & Anthem Lights.
7pm, The Packinghouse, 27165
San Bernardino Ave., Redlands •
transparentproductions.com

FEB 24-26 • FRI-SUN
“The Servant of Two Masters,” a
farcical comedy. Fri-Sat 8pm & Sun
2pm, Lyceum Theater, Vanguard
University, 55 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa,
$12-14 • vanguardtickets.com,
(714) 668-6145

FEB 25 • SATURDAY
Educator Job Fair.
Stoneybrooke Christian Schools, San Juan
Capistrano. Hosted by
Network of International Christian Schools
• nics.org
1st Annual Walk for the School
Children of California, “Fun in the
Son.” 9:30am-12pm, Victory Baptist
Church, 227 N Magnolia Ave., Anaheim • careleasedtime.org
Daly Disciples “The Power of Hope,”
Real Issues, Real Answers, One
Day Women’s Event with Bobby
& Tonilee. 9am-5pm, Point Loma
Nazarene University, Brown Chapel,
San Diego, $25-30 • realissuesrealanswers.com
Ken Mansfield, speaking, Upper Room Coffee House, to be held
at The Rock at Mount
Olives, 24851 Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo
• 1-888-679-8228,
theupperroompresents.com
The Hoppers, in concert. 5pm, Immanuel Baptist Church, 28355 E
Baseline, Highland • imcconcerts.
com

FEB 27-MAR 1 • MON-THU
Children’s Pastor Conference, with
Phil Vischer, Go Fish, Beth Gucken-

MORE EVENTS online now at
• Future events for Orange County not listed in this issue.
• Events for LA County, the Inland Empire and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

MAR 1-4 • THU-SUN

MAR 2-4 • FRI-SUN
“Time for Twp” Couple’s Weekend.
Irvine Marriott. Hosted by American
Family Living • (714) 637-7900

MAR 3 • SATURDAY

MAR 9 • FRIDAY
Gungor, in concert. 8pm, The Galaxy,
3503 S Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana •
transparentproductions.com

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
Needtobreathe, in concert with
Ben Rector. Club Nokia, 800 W
Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles •
transparentproductions.com

Apologetics Club meeting, movie &
lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd.,
Costa Mesa, free • (714) 425-9474

MAY 25-27 • FRI-SUN

READING…

“Ken mentioned how many books he
reads in a year—it was in the hundreds,
gasp!—so when he outlined a plan to
read just six books in a year, I thought,
‘I can do this!’”
After class, Schlotter said she
turned to her mom and said, “I’m
gonna do this!” Her mom wanted
to, also, and so did her friend, Kristina. Between the Sunday School
room and the sanctuary, they told
others about the idea and “it spread
like wildfire!”
When Schlotter told Samples
they were forming a ladies book
club, he said that discussing the
books would make them “come
alive in a unique way.”
Within weeks, Schlotter said,
more than 20 women signed up.
“I was grateful for the excitement
and support,” she said.
It was like a light bulb came on
revealing a new way to grow in the
knowledge of the Lord and “it felt
possible.” Schlotter said she hoped the
ladies would encourage each other and
provide accountability, as well as get to
know each other better.
While doing the recommended reading, Schlotter said she “loved Martin
Luther’s style and fiery personality;
was in awe of Athanasius; was grateful
for Augustine’s passion and clarity;
thought that Lewis’s ability to simplify,
make analogies and tell stories was unparalleled; and was wowed by Pascal’s
skills and gifts.”
Even more importantly, Schlotter
said she was “proud and humbled”
to share the same faith in Jesus with
these outstanding Christians.

Continued from page 1
Christian apologetics at Biola University and a former consultant at Christian
Research Institute. Because of his passion and expertise, people often ask
for recommendations, which led to
his yearly challenge.
Reading recommendations
For 2012 Samples suggested six
classics:
“Confessions” by St. Augustine. In
this autobiography, Augustine talks
to God the way the Psalmists did. He
confesses his sins, his newfound faith
and the greatness of God.
“I often think he’s writing about
me,” Samples said. “I think Augustine was so clever; he wasn’t really
just writing about himself. He was
talking about every human soul’s
search for God.”
Samples said he spent a good
part of his early life searching for
something. First he wanted to be a
professional baseball player, then a
famous rock ‘n’ roll star.
“I think Augustine was right; I
was searching for God.”
“On the Incarnation” by St. Athanasius, with an introduction by C.S.
Lewis. Samples described this as
“an excellent book about the person and nature of Christ written by
one of the most wise and heroic figures in Christian history.”
“Cur Deus Homo” (Latin: Why the
God-man?) by St. Anselm. This powerful theological work explains “why Jesus
Christ had to have been both God and
man in order to have redeemed sinful
humanity,” Samples said.
“On the Bondage of the Will”
by Martin Luther. According to
Samples, “this is one of the most
important theological works of the
Reformation era written by the Father of the Protestant Reformation
himself. Luther’s influence on the
Christian world is truly profound.”
“Pensées” (the Penguin Classics edition, 1995, translated by A.
J. Krailsheimer) by Blaise Pascal.
Written by one of the founding fathers of modern science, this book
is “considered a masterpiece of
Christian thought,” Samples said.
The French word pensées translates
as “thoughts” or “reflections.”
“Mere Christianity” by C.S. Lewis. The first Christian book he ever
read, Samples said he appreciated
this book’s clear presentation of
Christian doctrine and apologetics.
A precious gift
Jessica Schlotter said she first
saw this particular reading list four
years ago while attending Samples’
Sunday School class at Christ Reformed Church in Anaheim.

Spirit West Coast, San Diego. Del Mar
Fairgrounds • spiritwestcoast.org

Rich heritage
Looking back, Schlotter said,
that taking up Samples’ challenge
changed her.
“I learned that the Christian classics were accessible to everyone and
that there is a rich Christian tradition and history that I’m part of,”
she said. “I also developed deeper
friendships and bonds with the
Christian women who were part of
our book club.”
Now Schlotter doesn’t fear reading—even when she thinks a book
might be over her head.
This January, the ladies book
club will start their fifth year, said
Schlotter.
“Ken inspired us to read and
pursue the life of the mind,” she
said. “What a gift!”
And a New Year’s resolution
worth keeping.
Samples’ latest book “7 Truths
That Changed the World: Discovering Christianity’s Most Dangerous
Ideas” will be released in May. It
can be preordered on Amazon.com.
His blog can be accessed at http://
reflectionsbyken.wordpress.com.
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Supreme Court asked to reverse ruling that excludes religious groups from college campuses
it must be led by a meat-eater, but it is the federal appeal.
tian fraternity, must accept all stuCase stems from SDSU policy that
telling Christian groups that they must
A three-judge panel of the 9th dents—including atheists, adherallow themselves to be led by athe- U.S. District Court of Appeals ruled ents of other faiths, as well as gay,
defunded Christian student clubs
ists,” continued Cortman. “The First that SDSU’s antidiscrimination pol- lesbian and transgender students—
WASHINGTON, D.C. — A religious liberty group petitioned the
U.S. Supreme Court Dec. 14 to
reverse the ruling by the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals against
Christian student organizations at
San Diego State University.
The lawsuit involves a SDSU policy that Christian clubs cannot limit
membership based on religious be-

liefs if they wish to receive funding
and other on-campus benefits.
“The university should be a marketplace of ideas, not a place where political correctness is placed ahead of the
constitutionally protected rights of all
students, including students of faith,”
said David Cortman, senior counsel for
Alliance Defense Fund.
“The university is not telling the
Democratic club it must be led by a
Republican or the vegetarian club that

Amendment protects the right of all
student groups to employ belief-based
criteria in selecting their members
and leaders.”
The Christian clubs sued the
university in 2005, saying a campus
policy that prohibits discrimination
based on race, religion, gender
and sexual orientation infringed
on their freedom of speech, religion and assembly. In 2009, a lower
court tossed their case, prompting

ADVERTISING

ATTORNEYS

DISC JOCKEYS

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Law Ofﬁces of

Donald A. Ellison

Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

Christian Examiner staff report

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgﬁnney.com
Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

Reasonable fees • Call to inquire
List your business for Fr ee on www.
OrangeCountyResourceGuide.com or upgrade to
1-page profile for $29/quarter. Use coupon code
“CE12” to add 3 free months. (949) 481-0600.
Attract new residents to your business. Participate
in the official welcome package. We specialize in
the valuable newcomer market in south OC. www.
WelcomeExpress.com, (949) 481-0600.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea +
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups,
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties,
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofideas.com,
www.acupofideas.net, (412) 264-4410.

ATTORNEYS

EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

Mobile DJ & Entertainment SVC
ALL STYLES of
CHRISTIAN MUSIC
for ANY OCCASION

(951) 522-6843

Part-time caregiver needed for an elderly Christian
lady in Costa Mesa. Call Mayda (949) 735-7977.

Beautiful

CHURCH SPACE
available in Anaheim
Seats 150
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SINGLES
CHRISTIAN SINGLES

Wedding Memories Video Productions. “Captured
Moments, A Lifetime Treasure.” Edited packages
from $600. Three camcorder ceremony coverage.
Wireless mics. Free demo at your residence. (951)
756-0705, www.weddingmemoriesvideography.com.

s !CTIVITIES — We host various
monthly dances and activities
throughout Southern California

s 5PCOMING $ANCES

Pampered cat care provided by Helen. Call (562)
438-0666.

Jan 21 Swing Bootcamp
Feb 4 Sweetheart Dinner Dance
at La Mirada Country Club

Proofreading/copy editing for $25/hour. Call Helen
at (562) 438-0666.

FOR SALE
Auto and Transmission Repair Shop for sale.
Christian owner, retired. 20 years in Orange County.
(714) 675-8271.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Room to rent in house near/in Westminster. No
drugs/alcohol. Goes to bed early, likes quiet, no
loud music. (714) 622-4461.

Christian Comedy Ensenada Cruise

VACATION RENTALS

Call (714) 622-4002
Ask for FREE FUN PACK
ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Raphael Realty Church Specialists
FEATURED CHURCHES FOR SALE

Tustin Ranch. Large room. Nice house. Gated, freeways, W/D, pool, Jacuzzi. $550+utilies. Pictures:
john316.atwebpages.com. (714) 730-6958. Steve.

(714) 729-3213
(714) 402-4770

Garden Grove. Furnished room $500 month utilities included. Full house privileges. Male preferred.
No smoking/alcohol/pets/illegal drugs. (714)
537-9226.

CHURCHES WANTED

Room for Rent, $450/mo (Utilities Included), No
deposit required, Christian male only. Immediate
move in available. Location: Katella/Brookhurst,
Garden Grove. Microwave & refrigerator privileges
(no stove/oven privileges). Contact (714) 537-4574.

Churches Wanted: For sale or lease – any city
in Southern California, Buyers available for most
areas. Thinking to relocate, call a church specialist, member of National and California Association
of Realtors. Need a free Market Analysis, call
Western Brokerage at 909-822-2923 or Henry
at 951-529-2330, DRE# 00761467. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com visit us at www.westernbrokerageco.com

SERVICES

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

E X A L T A T I O N S

CHURCHES FOR RENT

if they wish to have access to the
same privileges extended to secular
clubs, such as publicity and meeting rooms.
“The 9th Circuit’s ruling against
these Christian student groups poses a serious threat to religious liberty well beyond the university campus,” Cortman explained. “It also
allows religious groups to be punished for ‘discrimination’ simply
because they maintain a consistent
identity and message by selecting
members and leaders who share
their religious beliefs—a practice
that is common among all religious
groups and a natural part of the
free exercise of religion.”

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

1-800-533-7707
CAREGIVER

icy is constitutional since the “plaintiffs have put forth no evidence that
San Diego State implemented its
nondiscrimination policy for the
purpose of suppressing plaintiffs’
viewpoint or indeed of restricting
any sort of expression at all,” Judge
Harry Pregerson wrote in the opinion.
While the appeals court sided
with the university’s nondiscrimination policy, it did order the case
back to a lower court for determination if the university was applying
the policy universally.
As a result of the ruling, Alpha
Delta Chi, a Christian sorority, and
Alpha Gamma Omega, a Chris-
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GAME…
Continued from page 1
of government, compared with 50
percent of the general public.
• Only 46 percent knew that Congress, not the president, has the
power to declare war—54 percent
of the general public knows that.
• Just 15 percent answered correctly that the phrase “wall of
separation” appears in Thomas
Jefferson’s letters—not in the U.S.
Constitution—compared with 19
percent of the general public.
Results of the 2012 survey are expected to be released soon.
Educator apathy
Barret said that while elected officials
fared poorly on the survey, she said
some teachers also have a lackadaisical approach when it comes to the
U.S. Constitution. She said on some
campuses the document is ignored,
even on Sept. 17, Constitution Day.
“It’s disheartening that there are
some teachers who don’t have a passion
for the Constitution,” she said.
So, as they have in the past, the
couple decided to create a boardbased solution. They were assisted
by their oldest son, Joel.
“It seemed natural,” she said.
“We knew we were going to create
games in our retirement, we just
did it sooner.”
So two years ago, they started formulating the questions.
“We wrote questions on colored
sticky notes all over our bedroom
wall,” she said. “Kids may not sit
down and read or study the Constitution, but they will play a game.”
After developing 223 game cards,
the couple then sketched out the game
board that included corner images
highlighting the U.S. Supreme Court,
the White House, U.S. Congress and

Independence Hall. They handed off
the sketches to a graphic designer
with instructions to create a package
that boasted the richness of the parchment era.
“We wanted it to reflect the classic look of the document,” she said.
In keeping with the authenticity
of the 18th century, the game’s play
pieces feature 10 of the 39 signers
of the Constitution.
“Instead of a star or a shoe, we
have a picture of one of the document’s signers,” Barret said. “Hopefully this will encourage players to
learn more about these individuals
and how much they sacrificed.”
The game, she added, includes
an element of chance with multiple
choice so novices can play.
“The game is really the basis (of)
the actual Constitution,” she said.
To add another dimension to the
game, the Barrets included what
they call “distracter cards.”
“Then there can be debates on
how people feel about the issues
but not before you know the correct answers,” she said. “They don’t
know the text. We feel we have
made the text accessible in a fun
and engaging way. Then people are
digging deeper.”
Good reviews
By December 2010, the couple
was field testing the game with
Christian families.
“They loved it,” she said. “They
gave us their input. We took it to
heart and made a few changes.”
In April the game was shrink
wrapped and ready for retail.
The original market for the game
was homeschool families looking for
ways to incorporate civics into their
lessons. Since then other markets have
emerged, including grandparents,
numerous chapters of the Daughters
of the American Revolution and
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A group of teenagers tries out the new “Constitution Quest” board game.

immigrants preparing to take their
citizenship exam. Three presidential libraries—The James Madison
Research Library and Information
Center, the Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum, and The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation & Library—
carry the game in their stores. It is
also available on the online store of
Christian Freedom International. It’s
been featured on numerous blogs and
The Old Schoolhouse Magazine.
Heralding heritage
Barret said she believes the game
provides a vital educational opportunity for Americans, especially
Christians who are losing more and
more of their religious freedoms as
atheists and others push to stymie
the public expression of faith.

“You can see what is happening
now and the influence they have on
the culture,” she said. “We feel our
game is a wonderful place to start.”
A social studies department at one
school has purchased numerous copies
so that entire classrooms can play at the
same time, and one student credited
the game with helping her to pass her
AP government exam.
“Kids were asking her how she
knew so much about the government,” Barret said.
The game retails on their website for $49.95, which reflects the
Barrets’ decision to have the game
printed and produced in the United States. Local photographers and
printers manufactured most of the
game’s elements.
“If a family of four goes out to din-

ner, they can easily blow $50,” she said.
Even now they are doing the
groundwork for a second printing.
“We are excited,” she said. “If you
think that a year ago we were field
testing it and 1,400 games are now
out there, for us, it is quite amazing. We are just a mom and pop.
We took an idea and decided to
run with it on that entrepreneurial
stage and just go with it.”
“We are convinced if we lose our
constitutional literacy we are in
danger of losing the Republic as
we know it. It’s going to be a thing
of the past, and it’s going to be because of ignorance.”
For more information on the
game, visit www.constitutionquest.
com.
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