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By Gail Wood

SEATTLE — It’s here, while ly-
ing in a hospital hooked up to a 
chemo drip, that Katie Collier’s 
testimony as a Christian speaks 
the loudest.

It’s not when the 6-3 forward 
is swishing another basket, giving 
her Seattle Christian School bas-
ketball team the lead. And it’s not 
when she’ll play in the McDon-
ald’s high school All-American 
game on March 28 in Chicago.

“People came into her hos-
pital room expecting to see an 
ashen-faced girl that was beaten 
and fearful,” said Mark Collier, 
Katie’s dad. “When they opened 
the door, they saw someone who 
was beaming and full of life and 
full of hope and someone who 
trusted God.”

In September, while Katie was 
making a recruiting visit to the 
University of Washington, her 
gums began bleeding and she 
felt worn down. At fi rst, her fam-
ily thought it was mononucleosis. 
But a blood test showed she had 
acute promyelocytic leukemia, a 
rare form of the dreaded cancer.

“Our fi rst response was disbe-
lief,” her father said. “Our daugh-
ter who was so healthy, running 
up and down the basketball 
court. It was total shock and dis-
belief this could happen to her.”

Since September, she has un-
dergone weekly chemotherapy. 

Zest for life
Bout with leukemia fails to 
slow star basketball recruit

For Kate Collier, her senior year playing basketball for Seattle Christian School was 
interwoven with chemotherapy treatments for acute promyelocytic leukemia.

By Scott Noble

BELLEVUE — Many campers 
enjoy the ropes course at the Sam-
mamish Bible Camp Association 
(SAMBICA) in Bellevue, Wash.; 
however, not everyone uses the 
ropes course to get introduced to 
the camp—and ultimately to Jesus 
Christ.

One day as a group of staffers and 
their families were playing baseball 
last year, one of the youngest family 
members, who was six years old at 
the time, said, “Dad, there is some-
body up in the trees!”

“We look over, and there are 
two guys who are probably just 
out of high school up in our ropes 
course,” said Liz Pearce, staffi ng su-
pervisor at the camp. “So I just kind 
of walk over and say, ‘Hey guys, we 
can’t be up there. You guys need to 
come down.’ My heart is going, ‘Oh 
no, they are up there without the 
equipment.’”

The staff needn’t worry, however, 
as both guys were involved in Park-

our, a discipline of running, jump-
ing and climbing in urban environ-
ments.

After the guys got down from the 
trees and were warned about the 
consequences of doing that again, 
the staffers and their families in-
vited them to play baseball with the 
group.

Little did Seth—or “Gizmo”—
know, this baseball game would for-
ever change his life.

SAMBICA was founded in 1919 
by the Swedish Tabernacle Church 
as a family camp. In its early years, 
campers had to take a ferry to get to 
the camp, its location being some-
what remote and not as developed 
as it is now. 

“Camp continued that way, as 
family camp, until about the 1940s 
when camp as it exists today—as 
far as youth camp—kind of started 
up,” said Christine Szekeres, mar-
keting and development manager 
at the camp. “Over the years, we’ve 

Seth—or “Gizmo”—entered SAMBICA illegally, but this experience ultimately led him 
on a path to Jesus Christ. Later he served on staff working with young campers.

Camp’s ropes course leads 
teen on journey to faith

4,000 young people challenged at the Justice Conference

In just two years The Justice Conference has grown into a well-known event. 1,000 people attended the fi rst conference 
in Bend, Ore., followed by the 4,000 this year in Portland. It was announced during the conference that the third annual 
conference will take place in Philadelphia on Feb. 22-23, 2013.

By Somer Breeze-Hanson

PORTLAND, Ore. — More than 
4,000 people gathered at the Or-
egon Convention Center on Feb. 
24-25 to learn, dialogue and rally 
for change at the second annual 
Justice Conference.

“You are among 4,000 people 
who believe it’s better to give than 
to receive,” addressed Ken Wytsma, 
conference founder and lead pas-
tor of Antioch Church in Bend, 
Ore. “I hope you get crushed this 
weekend,” he added as he wound 
down the conference introduction.

Hearts were broken and tears 
were shed as social injustices very 
much alive today were revealed 
to the audience. Well-renowned 

speakers addressed issues such as 
human traffi cking, slavery, poverty, 
HIV/AIDS and human rights.

Those who attended the two-day 
event didn’t return to their 42 states 
and eight countries only more edu-
cated and aware; they returned in-
spired and challenged to be part of 
the change.

“You’re going to hear about a 
million injustices, and when God 
breaks your heart for one, open 
that door and follow that path,” 
said Mike Hogan, Northwest Direc-
tor of Church Mobilization for In-
ternational Justice Mission.

Sponsored by World Relief and 
Kilns College, The Justice Conference 

See COLLIER, page 20

See JUSTICE, page 20 

See CAMP, page 6



2 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • March 2012 NW www.christianexaminer.com

FACT: Drug and alcohol abuse continues to destroy lives, homes, families and 
businesses… young and old alike… bringing death and destruction to 
nearly every block of every neighborhood and community.

FACT: Faith in Jesus Christ continues to set these same captives free… 
through His Word, His Blood and Grace.

So… a major question to 
consider… Have you been 

set free? Does your life refl ect 
His miraculous power to deliver 
and heal? Do you marvel at 
what the Lord has done within 
you to redeem your life from 
the pit?

If you are one of many across 
our region who have escaped… 
and now live blessed, then you 
as we, have much to thank Him 
for. May we suggest that one 
signifi cant way to honor and 
glorify the Lord for such grace 
and freedom is simply… by 
answering the call of His Spirit 
to now put your faith and works 
together to help others fi nd the 
same grace and freedom? 

Over many years our faith-based, 
non-profi t discipleship and 
recovery efforts have endeavored 
to never turn anyone away for 

lack of funds (which is a world 
of difference from the secular, for 
profi t recovery business…). FHM 
provides help to those who are 
broken and who have hit bottom 
with nowhere else to turn.

Being adamantly faith-based, 
we receive no state or federal 
funding, nor insurance coverage 
payments for anyone who 
enters this full-year residential 
program. (Think 365 bed nights, 
over 1100 meals and 1500 + 
hours of biblical training and 
mentoring in Christian character 
development.) We have seen 
many lives miraculously restored. 
Glory to God!

With these ongoing efforts 
in mind, we appeal to 

you who today share the life 
changing, good news that you 
have found in Christ. We pray 
you will choose to become a 

partner with Freedom House 
Ministries. Help us to help 
others break the chains of 
addictions grip. Your care and 
generous gifts of support will 
reap a harvest of souls and fruit 
to His Glory. 

As a monthly partner you 
will help lift a signifi cant 

load or your one-time gift will 
strengthen our arms.

This past year we have stepped 
out in faith to develop a 
larger campus facility that 
has effectively doubled our 
bed space capacity as well as 
hard costs for operation. We 
are praying earnestly that our 
supporting partners will also 
double. Jesus declared that:  “in 
as much as you have done this 
unto one of the least of these, my 
bretheren, you have done it unto 
me.” Matt 25:40

Just one life, twill soon be past… 
only what’s done for Christ will last.

For more information about Freedom House, go to our web site 
FreedomHouseMinistries.net 

Use our address here and drop a note or call us for more information. 
Visit our new Vancouver, WA campus and tour. 

A former captive, 
now free.

Pastor Jim Cottrell

Jesus Christ is the answer to the sin problems of this 
world. Our common faith, shared by believers who 

are living free… will help others fi nd Christ and grow 
in His Word. Your seed will bear much more fruit to 
His Glory! To you, your church, your business may I 

say thank you for prayerfully considering our appeal. 
Together we will make a real difference as addicts and 
alcoholics fi nd new life in Christ. As we celebrate 24 
years of faith-based recovery efforts here in the PNW, 
we are reminded…

Call for more information

503-347-9966
info@FreedomHouseMinistries.net

www.FreedomHouseMinistries.net

with school.” Olsen noted that 
statistics show reading levels are 
lower for students of active duty 
military families. “They feel it’s 
their fault that their parents are 
leaving, and they know their par-
ents might not come back.”

But two years ago, it was touch-
and-go when federal funding to 
run the military-only Operation 
Xtreme, then called Operation 
Purple, dried up. That’s when 
leadership at Crista Camps, a 
northwestern Washington Chris-
tian camp resource, determined 
they would reach out to the com-
munity to run the camps. 

Doug Chase, vice president 
of Crista Camps, said that with 
the strong military presence of 
Naval Base Kitsap in Bremerton, 
Bangor and Keyport, along with 
the Fort Lewis Army base, there 
was a natural need for Crista 
Camps to step up and fi nd a way 
to raise money for the camp. “It 
ignited our passion,” Chase said. 

Now Crista Camps operates 
camps, free of federal funds, at 
two properties, one in Poulsbo 
called Island Lake and the other 
near Port Orchard called Mira-
cle Ranch. Operation Xtreme is 
held at both camps during two 
different weeks of the summer. 
Grades 4-6 go to Miracle Ranch, 
and grades 7-12 go to Island 
Lake for a maximum of $75 per 
family to attend. Morris said that 
the fee paid has gone toward a 
credit in the camp store for the 
weeks that McKenney has at-
tended the camp. If the money 
isn’t spent in the store, parents 
receive a refund. 

The camps are fairly tradition-
al summer camps, Olsen said, 
offering water sports, archery, 
paint ball, motocross bikes, arts 
and crafts, and fi reside. “It’s a 
fun week at camp,” Olsen said. 

For McKenney, the three years 
he’s gone to camp have been in-
valuable for making friends and 
for coping with times of deploy-
ment and military life. When 
his mom was fi rst deployed he 
wasn’t sure where she was, but 
the second time he knew she was 
in a war zone. He felt more in-
formed of her absence, he said, 
“But I was biting my fi ngernails 
a lot more. My dad helped me 
from not having a psychological 
breakdown.” 

At camp, McKenney has made 
friends he stays in touch with 
through Facebook, writing let-
ters and calling. Many of the kids 
have already moved to different 
parts of the country, but they stay 
in touch. But aside from making 

friends, McKenney relates that 
the Christian focus of the camps 
has been invaluable to him. 

“Before the camp I believed, 
but I didn’t truly believe. The 
camp opened my eyes to what 
was really there. I went in as 
a Christian and came out as a 
true believer. I think it’s a made 
a humongous difference if they 
are gone again. I am not alone, 
I have family, friends, God… 
it won’t be as bad,” McKenney 
said. 

The challenges of moving, 
deployment and fear for local 
military families have made the 
community step up to help out 
with the camp funding. Crista 
Camps has set up a website, www.
sendakid.net, for donations to 
help send military kids to camp. 
Additionally, Crista Camps, on 
behalf of Operation Xtreme, has 
reached out through local me-
dia and chambers of commerce 
to spread the message of need to 
communities.

Olsen said, “In a way these kids 
are forgotten about, but they are 
used to people wanting to ana-
lyze them and fi x them. We want 
to walk a middle line to show 
that we are supporting them and 
allow them to talk, and there are 
people to talk with them—but 
overall they are there for a break 
and to have fun. It’s an escape. 
And they are with other kids that 
are dealing with the same.” 

While Chase said that the camps 
are Christian-based, he said that 
kids from all kinds of backgrounds 
come to the camps. “We are pretty 
solid on the gospel,” He added, “If 
there is a non-Christian kid from 
a Christian home or a Christian 
kid from a lukewarm home, they 
all receive the same messages.” 
They spend time getting to know 
each other and receive Christian 
messages around the campfi re at 
night. McKenney noted that the 
counselors always let each child 
know they are there for them, to 
talk or answer questions. “They 
won’t push you to it, but they just 
let you know. They didn’t force me 
to believe, they just let me believe.” 

At the end of the week, Chase 
said, “It’s a teary time.” 

Chase said this summer that 
the camps will be even more cus-
tomized for military kids. They 
will enhance the military termi-
nology used and will continue 
to unite the military community. 
“This is bigger than just the kids; 
the parents meet other parents 
when they drop their kids off 
and make friends. This is about 
community,” Chase concluded.

Military kids treated to special week at camp funded by community
By Jennifer Ferrero 

Active duty military families 
face unique challenges from 
deployment to foreign coun-
tries to routine drill weekends. 
Often military parents leave 
their children behind for an as-
signment. Carelton McKenney, 
15, of Bremerton has faced pa-
rental deployment several times 
in his young life. His mom has 
been deployed twice, to Kosovo 
and Iraq, as a Navy reservist. 
“The fi rst time was when I was 
young; I was confused as to why 
she wasn’t there. Most of my 
memories from that time period 
are dark and not too bright and 
happy,” McKenney refl ected. 

His dad has been gone on long 
term assignments in the states, 
and both parents are gone one 
weekend a month in the Navy 
reserve. In recent years, McK-
enney has relied on friendships 
and camaraderie, in a summer 
camp through Crista Ministries 
called Operation Xtreme, to get 
through the challenges. 

The federal funding of the 
camp for military families was 
a blessing, said Carmen Morris, 
McKenney’s mother. “The kids 
[at the camps] are coming from 
a similar background, and they 
learn they aren’t alone.”

Morris said it’s hard to com-
municate why you are going to 
be gone to your children. She 
shares that her kids and other 
military kids understand that 
“Some mommies and daddies 
can get shot at and die” during 
deployment, but that through 
Operation Xtreme, they “meet 
friends that are going through 
the same things.” 

Shannon Olsen, communica-
tions coordinator with Crista 
Ministries, said that the ministry 
has a real passion for the military 
week with Operation Xtreme be-
cause of everything that elemen-
tary, middle school and even 
high school students go through 
when parents are in the military. 

“They are facing a lot. There 
are normal peer pressures, drugs 
and alcohol, earlier sex than ever 

before; but they are also dealing 
with extreme loneliness,” Olsen 
shared. “They struggle more 

Crista Camps’ Island Lake in Poulsbo and Miracle Ranch near Port Orchard each host an Operation Xtreme camp during 
the summer. Funds are raised for children of military families to attend.



NW March 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 3www.christianexaminer.com

“Remember 
those who are 
in prison, as 
though you 
were in prison 
with them.” 
— Hebrews 13:3

Your donation of any size will give food, clothes, love, support 
and, most of all, hope to families of those incarcerated.

 . . . 
providing HOPE & HELP to families 
of those incarcerated for Easter!

www.matthewhousemonroe.org

Your donation can be mailed to:
Matthew House

P.O. Box 201, Monroe, WA 98272

(360) 794-8720

Bible-Based Counseling 
Offi ces in Bellevue and Edmonds

Marriage, Family, Individual
Daniel Pryor, MA, LMHC

1.877.768.6808

www.biblebasedcounselor.com

FREE subscription to 
Christian Counselors Forum at
www.christiancounselorsforum.com 

As heard 
on KGNW

By Gail Wood

As a pole vaulter, Brian Stern-
berg wowed the world, breaking 
the world record three times in a 
three-month span.

As a quadriplegic for the past 49 
years, he’s inspired the world, his 
Christian faith unwavering.

“Things didn’t go as I expected,” 
Sternberg said. “The hard thing is 
keeping the faith. But you have to 
realize that even when things don’t 
go as you had hoped they would, 
you can always make the best of it.”

Sternberg’s circumstances have 
changed. He didn’t get to pole 
vault in the Olympics. He didn’t 
get to live a normal life. But, he 
said, the truth of the cross hasn’t 
changed.

“That’s my strength,” Sternberg 
said.

In a remarkable three-month 
span in the spring of 1963, while he 
was a 19-year-old sophomore at the 
University of Washington, Stern-
berg broke the world pole vault 
record three times—his muscular 
body arching over the bar at record 
heights at Philadelphia in April, at 
Modesto in May and again in Los 
Angeles in June.

Using a fi berglass pole, he’d be 
the fi rst to attempt 17 feet. The 
Olympics, less than a year away, 
were expected to be his showcase.

But on July 2, 1963, just three 
days before heading with the U.S. 
team to the Soviet Union for a 
meet, Sternberg snapped his spinal 
cord while working out on a tram-
poline. Losing, as he said, his sense 
of “up and down” while doing a 
full twist, double-back somersault, 
Sternberg landed on his head, 
which paralyzed him from the neck 
down.

He lay on the trampoline unable 
to move. As the trampoline springs 
continued to bounce him around, 
he remembered watching his arms 
and legs fl op around without his 
control.

In an instant, Sternberg’s re-
markable moment on a world stage 
ended.

Now, 49 years later, Sternberg, 
who still lives in the home he grew 
up in, remains totally dependent 
on others. During the fi rst week of 
February, he was admitted to the 
hospital after aspirating on some 
food, creating lung problems and 

Faith sustains quadriplegic after 49 years in wheelchair

As a 19-year-old UW athlete in 1963, Brian Sternberg broke the world pole vault 
record three times in three months before a tragic trampoline accident not only 
derailed his Olympic bid, but put him in a wheelchair for life.

requiring a tracheotomy.
All these years, he’s not been 

able to walk, eat or dress by himself.
Yet he refuses to blame God for 

his injury. He admits he’s angry that 
he can’t do things for himself, sim-
ple things like pour himself a glass 
of juice. He also admits he’s been 
overcome with disappointment 
and discouragement because his 
dreams of being an Olympic ath-
lete turned into a nightmare. Yet he 
can’t believe that an accident that 
turned him into a quadriplegic was 
a plan of God.

“Some people say God struck me 
down to better use me,” said Stern-
berg, who is now 68. “I don’t be-
lieve that at all. I couldn’t believe in 
a God who would do this. But He’s 
made it possible to use it. Sure, 
there’s a better way to live, but this 
has been pretty positive.”

That outlook has been his cure 

for bitterness.
His mother, Helen Sternberg, 

has helped care for her son all 
these years. She always said that the 
only way you could become bitter 
was if you thought God did this to 
her son.

“We’ve always maintained that 
accidents happen,” Helen said. 
“Then, as Brian says, it’s up to you 
where you turn. You can turn bitter 
or you can turn the other way.”

Catherine Palmer attended 
high school with Sternberg and 
is now his daytime attendant. 
For 20 years, Palmer has cared 
for Sternberg, feeding him, even 
taking him to Washington Husky 
football, basketball and track 
events. She said that she is inspired 
by Brian.

“I look forward to going to work 
every day,” she said. “When I get 
there I’ll ask him how he’s doing. 
And he’ll sometimes say, ‘Better 
now that you’re here.’ He’s that 
kind of person.”

Palmer has never heard him 
complain about his condition.

“He’s a delight to be with,” she 
said. “I’ve never met anyone like 
Brian.”

A typical day for Sternberg is 
a movie in the morning, lunch, 
a nap, and in the afternoon he’ll 
email friends, typing out messages 
with a wand he clinches between 
his teeth. He talks about everything 
from the Seattle Mariners to his in-
volvement with Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes.

In Sternberg’s room, there are 
pictures of the Blue Angels and 
Thunderbirds. On his desk, where 
he spends much of his afternoon 
emailing friends, is a baseball 
fouled off by Edgar Martinez, a for-
mer Seattle Mariner. Letters from 
John F. Kennedy and Robert Ken-
nedy are framed and hanging on 
Brian’s wall. The letter from Robert 
Kennedy is dated Sept. 28, 1964 
and urges Brian to “keep up your 
marvelous courage and spirit.”

The world record holder’s 
mouth opened as the spoonful of 
soup neared. It’s lunchtime. The 
arms that made him the world’s 
fi rst pole vaulter to attempt 17 feet 
are now lifeless and unable to help 
feed himself.

The muscular body that arched 
over the bar that made him a world 
record holder now sits motionless 
in a wheelchair. Yet like that young 
19-year-old who soared to world re-
cord heights, Brian still has the de-
termination of an athlete.

Twenty years ago, I watched 
Sternberg talk to a youth group at 
a Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
camp in Olympia. Speaking in al-
most a whisper, Sternberg said he 
never wanted any of them to face 
what he was facing. He never want-
ed them to be confi ned to a wheel-
chair, dependent on someone to 
meet their every need.

“Unless,” he said, “that’s what it 
takes for you to put God in the cen-
ter of your life.”

Sternberg’s moment of fame was 
so fl eeting, but his faith in Jesus 
Christ has endured.

Outdoor Education Program
Challenge Course

Chapel • Gym • Lake • Pool 
Comfortable Accommodations

Full Service Retreat and Conference Center

SETTING: An ideal retreat setting nestled in the foothills of Mt. Rainier.

MISSION: Our desire is to demonstrate Gods love toward others in a setting 
that inspires worship and builds community.

SERVICE: Quality staff, excellent food service, and attentive assistance with 
all your event planning needs.

www.tsacamparnold.org • (253) 847-2511
A ministry of The Salvation Army Northwest Division

Find us online at
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By Lori Arnold

OLYMPIA — Supporters of tra-
ditional marriage have launched 
two separate efforts to block a new 
state law that will allow same-sex 
marriage beginning June 7. Sen-
ate Bill 6239—approved by both 
legislative branches and signed into 
law by Gov. Chris Gregoire on Feb. 
13—makes Washington the seventh 
state to allow gay marriage. 

In signing the law, Gregoire 
called it one of her proudest mo-
ments.

“We did what was just,” the gover-
nor, a Catholic, said. “We did what 
was fair. We stood for equality, and 
we did it together, Republicans and 
Democrats, gay and straight, young 
and old, and a number of our faith 
organizations. I’m proud of who 
and what we are as a state.”

Sen. Ed Murray, a major propo-
nent of the measure, was ecstatic.

“My friends, welcome to the oth-
er side of the rainbow!” the legisla-
tor declared.

But opponents of the measure 
are working to protect traditional 
marriage through separate referen-
dum and initiative drives.

Joseph Backholm, executive di-
rector of the Family Policy Institute 
of Washington, is spearheading 
Preserve Marriage Washington, the 
author of Referendum 74. In Wash-
ington, a referendum allows voters 
to reverse laws enacted by the legis-
lature, a process that is sometimes 
called the people’s veto. 

In order to qualify for the ballot, 
the group needs to submit nearly 
121,000 signatures from registered 
voters by June 6. To account for 
errors and invalid signatures the 
group’s goal is to gather 160,000. If 

the group succeeds in quali-
fying for the ballot, gay mar-
riages will be put on hold 
statewide until voters decide 
the matter on Nov. 6.

Petitions are expected to 
be available after a March 13 
court hearing to determine 
the exact language of the 
bill’s title.

“It would repeal the law 
the legislature just passed 
redefi ning marriage,” Back-
holm said. “They believe 
marriage should be a gen-
derless institution and that 
the purpose of marriage is 
to endorse relationships.”

The policy expert said 
they chose the referendum 
approach because it most 
directly challenges the new 
law.

“We are working on the 
referendum because the 
referendum requires half of 
the number of signatures, 
it actually repeals the law and the 
initiative does not,” he said. “The 
referendum is the only one that 
stops same-sex marriage from go-
ing forward.”

The second approach, Initiative 
1192, was fi led in January by Pro-
tect Marriage Washington and Ste-
phen Pidgeon, a candidate for state 
attorney general. If approved the 
initiative would not repeal the new 
law, but would have a broader im-
pact by re-establishing and amend-
ing the language in Washington’s 
Defense of Marriage Act, which 
was upheld in 2006 by the state Su-
preme Court. The language change 
from “one male” and “one female” 
to “one man” and “one woman,” 
Pidgeon said, would bring it more 

in line with Scripture. An Everett-
based lawyer, Pidgeon said that he 
believes the wording change would 
further strengthen Washington’s 
DOMA law.

“We believe our initiative is God 
breathed and spirit inspired, and 
that it is the will of the Father that 
it be brought and brought in the 
language we are bringing,” he said. 
“Our initiative is being managed 
100 percent by pastors. Our execu-
tive board is all pastors. Our three 
leaders are pastors. Our treasurers 
are pastors.”

The initiative requires signatures 
241,153 valid signatures by July 6. 
If approved by voters, the initiative 
would remain on the books for at 
least two years unless the legislature 
could override it with a two-thirds 

Petition drives seek to challenge new same-sex marriage law

vote. After two years, it would only 
require a majority vote by lawmak-
ers to reverse.

Unlike the referendum, howev-
er, there is no mechanism to block 
same-sex marriages pending the 
outcome of the November election.

Broader issues
While their approaches dif-

fer, both Backholm and Pidgeon 
agreed that the overriding issue in 
Washington goes far deeper than 
wedding ceremonies.

“We are all on the same side,” 
Backholm said. “We are all trying to 
accomplish the same thing.

“The end game for supporters of 
same-sex marriage is to eradicate 
from the public sector the notion 
that there is any difference between 
homosexuality and heterosexuality. 
There is a highly motivated group 
of people supporting this [gay mar-
riage], and they are willing to invest 
heavily in political efforts to see 
that goal is accomplished.”

Pidgeon said he sees a need by 
the gay community to normalize 
their lifestyle.

“They want the state to force 
the churches to consecrate their 
relationships, and that is an estab-
lishment of religion,” the attorney 
said. “That invades freedom of con-
science as provided by the Washing-
ton constitution.”

Ken Hutcherson, senior pastor at 

Antioch Bible Church and a 
long-time advocate of tradi-
tional marriage in Washing-
ton, said he believes there is 
room for both campaigns. 

“The wisdom of this is we 
have an offense and a de-
fense,” said the pastor, a for-
mer NFL linebacker.

He said Referendum 74 is 
the defensive tool by imme-
diately stopping gay marriag-
es, while Initiative 1192 is an 
offensive maneuver that will 
give Christian conservatives 
a two-year window to tighten 
same-sex marriage laws and 
campaign against legislators 
who backed the new law.

Voter support?
Hutcherson dismissed 

published reports showing 
that a majority of residents 
support same-sex marriage.

“If it was true why do you 
think our legislature would be 

afraid to allow the people to vote?” he 
asked. “There is a great difference be-
tween domestic partnerships that our 
state voted on and which won, barely. 
Now we are talking about them chang-
ing the defi nition of marriage. Those 
are two different issues.”

Pidgeon said he is confi dent the 
initiative will get enough signatures 
and win in November, even with heavy 
advertising by gay rights groups. 

“They are going to have millions 
and millions of dollars,” he said. “Not 
only are they going to attack us in the 
media, but we are also going to be 
attacked in the courts as well. It’s a 
consecrated, sacred institution, and 
everyone understands that.”

Hutcherson said it’s imperative 
for the churches to work together 
to get both issues approved by vot-
ers.

“If the church stands together 
it’s already a done deal. If we are 
not hanging together, we are going 
to be hanging separately,” he said, 
adding that pastors stand to lose 
their right of religious conviction 
by being forced to support causes 
contrary to their faith. “The church 
isn’t just fi ghting to protect mar-
riage. It overrides the power of con-
science.”

For more information, visit www.
preservemarriagewashington.com 
or www.protectmarriagewa.com.

Initiative 1192 
Sponsor:  Stephen Pidgeon 
Background: Protect Marriage 

Washington, Candidate for attorney 
general

• Re-institutes Defense of Marriage 
Law and amends  its wording 
by using biblical terms man and 
woman, instead of male and 
female 

• Would also block legislature from 
overriding the law for two years 
unless by a two-thirds vote of each 
house

• Cannot block same-sex marriages 
from starting June 7

Signatures needed: 241,153 
Goal: 300,000  
Deadline: July 6 
Info: protectmarriagewa.com 

Referendum 74
Sponsor:  Joseph Backholm
Background: Preserve Marriage 

Washington, Executive Director of 
Family Policy Institute

• Would repeal recently-signed 
same-sex marriage law

• Qualifying for ballot would block law 
until Nov. 6 election

• Lawmakers could reintroduce new 
same-sex law next year

Signatures needed: 120,557
Goal: 160,000
Deadline: June 9
Info:  preservemarriagewashington.com
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Komen for the Cure’s stunning 
reversal to fund Planned Parent-
hood after all, has an important 
lesson for us all.

No doubt you watched the un-
folding drama of the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure foundation’s 
decision to de-fund Planned Par-
enthood—and then its stunning 
reversal.

What you saw was a concerted, 
intentional effort by an ideologi-
cal minority—the radical pro-
abortion forces—not just to make 
their case in public, but to destroy 
the opposition. Using incendiary 
language, accusing Komen of 
endangering the lives of women, 
they made no pretense to pursue 
civil discourse.

And it’s a tragedy that Komen 
for the Cure caved. Because all of 
the rational arguments were on 
their side.

First of all, Planned Parent-
hood does not perform mammo-
grams, its doctors simply provide 
breast cancer referrals. No won-
der Komen for the Cure fi gured 
its money could be better spent 
on organizations that provide di-
rect treatment.

And of course there’s the un-
comfortable link between breast 
cancer and abortion. A 2009 study 
by the Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center showed “a statisti-
cally signifi cant 40% increased risk 
[of breast cancer] for women who 
have abortions.”

Second, Komen’s stated policy 
was not to contribute to orga-
nizations under investigation. 
Well, Planned Parenthood is un-
der Congressional investigation 
for potentially misusing federal 
funds—funds that by law may not 
be used for abortions. In 2010, the 

organization received 
fully 46 percent of its 
funding—487 million 
dollars—from govern-
ment grants.

Yet according to 
Planned Parent-
hood’s latest annual 
report, the organi-
zation and its many 
affi liates performed 
more than 329,000 
abortions in 2010—
or a full 91 percent of services 
rendered to pregnant women.

It sure sounds to me that 
they’re fl outing the law.

Finally, this never was about the 
money. Komen’s grant was a drop 
in Planned Parenthood’s bucket. 
As Tim Stanley of the UK Telegraph 
pointed out, Komen for the Cure’s 
annual grant made up a mere .058 
percent of Planned Parenthood’s 

budget!
So what is this all 

about? Look friends, 
Komen is the kind 
of respectable and 
mainstream partner 
that Planned Parent-
hood desperately 
needs to continue 
its charade that it is 
all about “women’s 
health.” And it and 
its friends will bully 

and shout down anybody who 
dares to disagree with them.

What happened to Komen is a 
perfect example of the despotism 
of the modern left. Disagree with 
them, they vilify you and seek to 
intimidate you into silence. Tragi-
cally, Komen caved.

As I’ve been saying, we must 
break the spiral of silence. That’s 
why it is so important to speak 

out, even now. Let Komen know 
that you appreciated what they 
did to de-fund Planned Parent-
hood and that you are horrifi ed 
that they didn’t have the courage 
to stick to their convictions.

Here is the lesson for us in all 
of this: We must have the courage 
of our convictions. Remember, 
courage is the fi rst of the cardi-
nal virtues, the virtue on which 
all others depend. We must never 
cave when it comes to defending 
the Truth, no matter what comes 
our way.

Just remember, we have no 
choice but to stand for what is 
true and just and to oppose evil 
no matter what the cost.

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. 
Reprinted with permission. 
“BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is 
a radio ministry of Prison Fellowship.

“Can the liberties of a nation be se-
cure when we have removed a conviction 
that these liberties are the gift of God?” 

 — Thomas Jefferson

“The Constitution is not an instru-
ment for the government to restrain the 
people; it is an instrument for the people 
to restrain the government -- lest it come 
to dominate our lives and interests.” 

— Patrick Henry

Liberty is always tenuous. Those 
who enjoy it seem to be a minority 
in the world. That’s why liberty 
must not only be preserved by 
those who currently benefi t from 
it; it must also be fought for and 
constantly renewed for future 
generations, because there are 
always those who wish to restrict 
or eliminate our freedoms.  

The Obama administration’s 
ham-fi sted attempt to require 
that contraceptives and aborti-
facients be offered to employees 
of Catholic and other religious 
institutions is a serious threat 
to our civil liberties. Yes, federal 
(through EEOC oversight) and 
state governments already play 
this role and have for a time. 
According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, “Some 28 states have 
mandated coverage of birth 
control and 20 of those have 
some sort of exemption for reli-
gious employers.” New York and 
California are among the 28. But 
do we really want government 
to continue to take the place of 
individual conscience? Should 
government continue to dictate 
to its citizens how to order and 
conduct their lives?  

But wait. Didn’t President 
Obama give in to the concerns 
of Roman Catholic bishops by 
excusing Catholic institutions 
from paying for contraceptives 
and “morning-after” pills for 
their employees? Not exactly. 
The president disingenuously 
shifted the burden to insurance 
companies, which have now been 
ordered to offer the pills “free” to 
any employee who wants them.  

Nothing is “free.” The cost 
will eventually be added to the 
price of the policies, which the 
employer will wind up paying 
for anyway. The cost will then be 
passed along to the employee.  

The bishops weren’t fooled. 
After initially expressing “cau-
tious optimism” over the ad-

ministration’s “fi rst step in the 
right direction,” they issued a 
statement, reports the Wall Street 
Journal, saying they still have 
“serious moral concerns” and 
cannot support the announced 
compromise, despite the fact that 
many thousands of religious in-
stitutions will be exempted from 
the mandate.  

This issue was always about 
more than contraceptives and 
who pays for them. It is about 
individual liberty and whether 
the government under “Obam-
acare” has the constitutional right 
to dictate to private businesses 
and church-related entities when 
such orders violate conscience 

and religious beliefs. Would the 
administration also order a con-
scientious objector to engage in 
combat? It’s the same principle.  

If the administration can get 
away with this, there will be no 
stopping it. If government can 
force an insurance company or 
institution to pay for a birth-con-
trol pill or a morning-after pill, 
it can, under the same authority, 
conceivably force them to pay for 
a euthanasia pill for those others 
have deemed unfi t to live.  

Too extreme? Most inhuman-
ities begin with extremes. What 
is to stop the government from 
such behavior? If the Constitu-
tion’s protection of religious 

freedom is to be an-
nulled, along with 
the already voided 
“endowed” right to 
life written into the 
Declaration of Inde-
pendence, by what 
moral or legal au-
thority can anyone 
stop government 
from doing any-
thing? This is more 
than a slippery slope; this is an 
avalanche and it threatens our 
most fundamental rights, with-
out which we morph into some-
thing other than the America 
we have known.  

Responding to the president’s 
remarks in which he pulled 
back on his insurance com-
pany mandate, Amy Ridenour, 
chair of the National Center for 
Public Policy Research, weigh-
ing in on the cost of providing 
contraceptive benefi ts, said, 
“Here’s the problem: The ‘sav-
ings’ substantially comes from 
pregnancy avoidance. That’s 
what religious-based opponents 
of the birth control/early abor-
tifacient mandate objected to in 

the fi rst place.”  
There are two pos-

sible remedies: A 
decision expected 
this spring by the 
Supreme Court that 
Obamacare is un-
constitutional, or a 
complete repeal of 
the health-care law, 
which would require a 
Republican Congress 

and a Republican president.  
What other liberties does the 

Obama administration want 
to subvert? In his Super Bowl 
Sunday interview with NBC’s 
Matt Lauer, President Obama 
appeared to complain about 
the Founding Fathers, whom he 
suggested, “...designed a system 
that makes it more diffi cult to 
bring about change that I would 
like sometimes.” It’s called the 
separation of powers, Mr. Presi-
dent, and it was created to pro-
tect the nation from a dictato-
rial executive branch.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.   

Losing liberty: Slippery slope becoming an avalanche

Komen caves: An object lesson for all of us 

Cal Thomas

Chuck Colson

If the administration can 

get away with this, there 

will be no stopping it.

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. on AM820 KGNW
SUNDAY REPLAY 6:00 PM
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(360) 357-8425 

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

THE TOP TEN
 1. I am the LORD thy GOD; thou shalt not have 

strange gods before me.
 2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.
 3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy 

GOD in vain.
 4. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.
 5. Honor they father and thy mother.
 6. Thou shalt not commit murder.
 7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
 8. Thou shalt not steal.
 9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
 10. Thou shalt not covet.

That’s us  . . . Old Fashioned Values
Brooks Biddle Automotive

17909 Bothell Way, NE, Bothell

Michael Redfi eld
25 years of listening, sharing, and delivering what’s promised

NEW VEHICLES: I quote a “not-to-exceed” price, locate and 
deliver just what you asked for, pain- and haggle-free.

PRE-OWNED: I carefully hand-pick the vehicle you describe, 
have it inspected, readied, and provide it at the pre-agreed price.

www.autobuyersinc.com

Your trusted advisor 
to the car business

206.362.5700
1-877-396-3344

, Kenmore

Visit us 
at our new 
location

CAMP…
Continued from page 1

Writers conference 
set for May

REDMOND — The annual 
Northwest Christian Writers confer-
ence will be held May 18 and 19 at 
Overlake Christian Church in Red-
mond. The theme of the confer-
ence is “Imagine.”

The keynote speaker will be 
Marshal Younger, who is a writer/
director/producer for television 
and radio, including “Adventures 
in Odyssey.”

This year’s line-up of workshop 
speakers includes master storytell-
ers from the worlds of fi lm, fantasy, 
children’s literature, and radio’s 
“theater of the mind.” Attendees 
can learn about the power of par-
ables, fairy tales, and point of view. 
They can explore the world of in-
spirational romance fi ction with 
a panel of published authors, dis-
cover new ways to increase the val-
ue of a book manuscript, and gain 
valuable tips on fi ne-tuning one’s 
unique voice.

Registration is now open with 
an early bird special discount rate 
available until April 1.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.nwchristianwriters.
org.

Conference set for 
home educators

REDMOND — Christian Heri-
tage Home Educators of Washing-
ton will be hosting its annual Fam-
ily Discipleship & Homeschooling 
Conference April 26 to 28 at Over-
lake Christian Church. 

The keynote speaker is Dr. Vod-
die Baucham. 

The three-day conference will 
cover topics such as “The Three Key 
Elements of Successful Parenting,” 
“When Dad Doesn’t Lead,” “What’s 

a Mom To Do?” “Media Choices 
from a Biblical Worldview in an 
Age of Digital Distractions,” “Pro-
tecting Your Marriage,” “Anger: the 
Destroyer,” and “Hard Work: The 
Foundation of Character.” 

Registration options range from 
$20 to $95. Free registration is of-
fered to parents of preschoolers if it 
is their fi rst time attending the con-
ference and their oldest child is fi ve 
or younger. A special Family Night 
will take place Friday at 7 p.m. It is 
free for the whole family, including 
unmarried children and grandpar-
ents, with each full-conference reg-
istrant. Registration for spouses is 
also free with each full-conference 
registrant. The conference runs 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Thursday; 
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. on Friday; and 8:30 a.m. to 
5:45 p.m. on Saturday.  

Christian Heritage Home Educa-
tors of Washington is an organiza-
tion with a stated “vision to help 
parents pass on a godly heritage to 
future generations through bibli-
cal, home-based discipleship and 
education and help raise a genera-
tion of children who are prepared 
to powerfully impact the world for 
God’s glory.” 

For more information on the 
conference, visit christianher-
itageonline.org or call (360) 871-
3279.

Apologetics conference 
coming to Bellevue

BELLEVUE — Antioch Bible 
Church will host a worldview apolo-
getics conference on April 20 and 
21. The purpose of the event is to 
equip the Christian mind to con-
tend for the faith. Content will be 
biblically and culturally relevant.

Speakers include Randy Guliuz-
za, Greg Koukl, Doug Geivett, and 

Kerby Anderson.
Other sponsors include imago 

Dei institute and The Downtown 
Church.

The conference will be held at 
Mars Hill Church in Bellevue.

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.abchurch.org or call 
(425) 556-5905.

Corban University to 
host Alcorn for class on 
heaven

PORTLAND — Acclaimed au-
thor Randy Alcorn will present a 
three-day intensive class on heaven 
May 8 to 10 at Corban University in 
Portland. 

Alcorn, who has written the book 
“Heaven,” was on campus earlier 
this year, and Corban’s campus 
pastor, Dan Huber, interviewed 
him about his favorite subject. The 
audience sent text messages with 
questions for Alcorn. Within min-
utes Huber received a wide assort-
ment of questions—far more than 
could be covered in a single chapel 
service.

Alcorn will return to Corban 
in May to teach a graduate level 
course entitled “Heaven.” The 
2-credit course is open to the public 
and will be presented by Corban’s 
School of Ministry in cooperation 
with Randy Alcorn’s Eternal Per-
spective Ministries, the Luis Palau 
Association and Medical Teams In-
ternational.  

“To say the least, this promises to 
be one of the most popular gradu-
ate courses offered by any Chris-
tian university on the West Coast 
this summer,” said David Sanford, 
course organizer and Corban’s 
Director of Communications and 
Public Relations.

More information is available at 
www.3daysinheaven.com.

had thousands upon thousands of 
kids come through camp.”

Its mission statement says, “SAM-
BICA exists to create environments 
where individuals experience Jesus 
Christ through educational pro-
grams, recreation and hospitality 
services,” and its programs and ac-
tivities are designed to incorporate 
Scripture and biblical truths.

Campers range in age from fi rst 
grade to seniors in high school. 

Day camps are designed for the 
younger campers up through mid-
dle school, and SAMBICA offers 
resident camps for junior high and 
high school kids. In addition, the 
camp offers a high school leader-
ship program called ELITE.

Those who attend ELITE can 
earn community service hours, 
which Szekeres noted are require-
ments for many high schools.

“[ELITE participants] learn all 
about A) what it’s like to work and 
B) what it’s like to work in camping 
and ministry,” Szekeres said.

While SAMBICA has been fo-

cused on youth camps for the past 
50 years, it offered family camp 
again last summer. 

“We had over 30 people in about 
15 different families come and 
spend the night,” Szekeres said. 
“So the parents got to do what their 
kids do all summer. They got to use 
the ropes course, and they got to in-
ner tube and wake board and play 
on all the water toys.”

In addition to all the outdoor activi-
ties and teaching programs, SAMBICA 
campers highly recommend the expe-
rience to others because of its conve-
nient location, something that wasn’t 
necessarily true when it was founded 
90 years ago.

“We are in the middle of a met-
ropolitan area,” Szekeres said. “We 
are not two hours away from Seattle 
in the middle of the wilderness. So 
for many of our families, especially 

those looking for a day camp solu-
tion, we are ultra convenient for 
them. As far as I know in North 
America, there is no other camp 
situated in an urban setting.” 

Coming to faith
While Seth played baseball with 

the group, he and Matt Wimmer, the 
camp’s executive director, struck up a 
conversation that continued after the 
game. The two exchanged emails over 
time, and Seth eventually came to visit 
Wimmer in his offi ce.

They talked, and Seth inquired 
about working at the camp. Wim-
mer told him the requirements, in-
cluding having a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. During this 
time, Seth was also having conver-
sations with a friend’s family about 
Christianity.

Wimmer and Seth continued to 

talk and pray, and Seth eventually 
gave his life over to Jesus Christ.

“Through those events,” Pearce 
said, “we decided to take [Seth] on 
the staff in a role where he could be 
really mentored through the sum-
mer as a maintenance assistant. He 
and our operations director, Paul 
[Stumpf], just really had an amaz-
ing relationship where it was kind 
of like a one-on-one mentoring. 
Through the summer, we just saw 
this transformation of Seth.” 

By the end of summer, Seth was 
baptized.

His work at SAMBICA only lasted 
one summer, however, as he is now 
focused on his Parkour pursuits.

“He’s a great kid,” Pearce said. 
“He still actually comes over and 
hangs out with Paul and works on 
some stuff here at camp. We’ve 
been blessed to know him.”

SAMBICA, originally known as Sammamish Bible Camp Association, is located on the western shores of Lake Sammamish. 
The camp offers a host of camping and retreat opportunities for all ages.
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> SummerBreak Day Camp
9:00am - 3:30pm

> Academic & Enrichment Camps

> Sports Camps

> Private Music Lessons

For more information or to register go to:

www.kingsschools.org

Where learning doesn’t stop, 
just because school does!
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At Shoreline Christian School, 
we believe that each and every child 
is special, and that God has placed 
within them gifts, talents and 
abilities that make them unique. 
Our goal is to help each student 
unwrap those gifts, and learn to use 
them in a manner that honors God.  
Students from preschool through 
g ra d e  1 2  a re 
challenged and 
supported aca-
demically while 
being encour-
aged emotion-
ally and socially. 
Our mission is to 
produce students 
who know how 
to use what they have learned to 
impact the world for Jesus Christ. 

Caring faculty combine faith and 
learning in all subjects for a distinctly 
Christian program that nurtures the 
whole child. The careful coordination 
of elementary and secondary cur-
riculum allows a seamless transition 
between the grades. We have spe-
cialists in Music, Physical Education, 
Media/Library, Drama and our award 
winning Art program. 

At Shoreline Christian School, a 
high value is put on students reach-
ing their full potential. Our record 
of outstanding academic achieve-
ment plays out each year with 
high test scores and recognition 

for excellence. This current year we 
have two students who are in the
National Merit Scholarship compe-
tition, currently as Semi-Finalists. 
This year only six students in all of 
Shoreline qualifi ed for this honor. 

Students also have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a variety of
sports, starting in 6th grade right

through high school.
Our athletes learn 
teamwork, sports-
manship and disci-
pline in a manner 
that honors God and 
their opponents. 

We also feel it is 
important to focus 
on developing an

authentic Christian community 
within our school. At Shoreline 
Christian School your child will be
known, and loved, by one of the
most experienced faculty in the
area. Your family will become part 
of our close knit community.

The best way to find out if 
Shoreline Christian School is the 
place for your family is to visit. We 
invite you to call or email us for 
a schedule of open houses, or to 
arrange a personal tour. You may 
also want to visit our website at 
www.shorelinechristian.org for ad-
ditional information and to request
an information packet. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Come visit Shoreline 
Christian School and 
discover the difference! 

Education for the
Heart, Mind & Soul...

★ Small, caring community

★ Christ-centered education

★ Active partnership between school & home

206-364-7777
www.shorelinechristian.org

2400 NE 147th St.
Shoreline,WA

Visit us to discover the difference
Call for Open House and tour schedule

Preschool thru Grade 12

…we believe 
that each and 
every child is 
special…

Impact: Building faith, 
loving others

Cascade Christian Schools is, first 
and foremost, a place of teaching 
and training people in their purpose 
before God. With that goal in mind, 
everything that happens on each 
CCS campus, child care through 12th 
grade, is about individual student 
learning. That means every class, 
activity, and event has the purpose 
of growing students in four critical 
areas:

Beginning with the very youngest, 

intentional lesson planning how to 
lead with a servant heart, and how to 
practice the 3 Rs of Respect, Respon-
sibility and Relationship.

Students take part on a regular 
basis in leadership lessons, train-
ing, and practical implementation 
through opportunities which include 
mentoring, community service, and 
mission trips and projects.

to come visit any Cascade Christian 
Schools’ campus, to learn more about 
who we are, what we do, and why we 
do it. By coming for a visit, you will 

-
tional curricular activities, leadership 
development, and spiritual forma-
tion. You will see why everything we 
do, we do to glorify God and impact 
our world.

To schedule a personal tour, 
call 253-841-1776, or log on to 
cascadechristian.org to find out more 
about why parents and students are 
choosing Cascade Christian Schools.

Cascade Christian Schools serves children and families from six weeks old 
through graduation, with each student’s purpose before God in mind.
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www.seattlechristian.org

206-246-8241
18301 Military Road South — just off I-5 in SeaTac

ENROLLING NOW FOR FALL!

Call today for a personal campus tour

Before and after school care

You’re Invited…

Why choose Seattle 
Christian Schools?

Seattle Christian’s 65-year legacy 
of God’s leading and provision has 
provided the rich heritage of tradi-
tion and memorable experiences 
for students.  Offering outstanding 
athletics programs, fi ne and per-
forming arts, leadership opportuni-
ties and leading edge technology, 
Seattle Christian fosters three key 
areas of student development:

Educating Minds… Academic 
excellence continues to be a strength 
at Seattle Christian and centers 
around preparing students with 
rigorous, relevant instruction em-
phasizing biblical truth.  Over 95% 
of graduates each year will choose 
higher education.

Nurturing Hearts… Students 
experience a safe, encouraging and 
caring environment at all levels 
where relationships with teachers 
and staff are meaningful and Christ-
centered.

Honoring Christ… SCS cul-
tivates an atmosphere of spiritual 
growth and transformation through 

weekly chapels, scripture memori-
zation, classroom prayer and mis-
sion projects.

Serving families from more than 
20 surrounding communities and 
just minutes from Kent, Renton, 
Federal Way and Auburn, Seattle 
Christian families and students rep-
resent more than 120 area churches. 

Call today for a personal campus 
tour at (206) 246-8241, or visit www.
seattlechristian.org and discover 
firsthand how Seattle Christian 
Schools prepares students to be-
come tomorrow’s infl uential Chris-
tian leaders.

Our mission…
We proclaim Jesus Christ in all 

aspects of our program, empha-
sizing academic excellence and 
biblical Christian values, part-
nering with parents and church 
to prepare godly young men and 
women so that they may impact 
their world for Christ. 

Colossians 1:28

Developing Christian Leaders since 1946
Kindergarten through 12th Grade

“We exist to glorify God by 
building Godly character in our 
students by guiding them to make 
right choices that will determine 
future responses.” Our purpose 
statement is taken by application 
from Proverbs 20:11 “Even a child 
is known by his deeds, whether 
what he does is pure and right.” 
True education cannot take place 
unless character 
building is at the 
heart of the edu-
cation process. 
To train a child 
to make a living 
does not guar-
antee he or she 
will know how to 
live. Train a child 
how to live and 
the student will 
have no problem 
making a living. 

A  f o r m e r 
Washington State 
Superintendent of Instruction 
once stated that the purpose 
of education is to “prepare our 
students to compete in a global 
economy.” This goal is wholly in-
adequate and ignores the human 
condition and views our children 
as mere biological economic 
machines serving the interests of 
the State.

Valley View Christian was 
founded in 1981 and is dedicated 
in seeking to produce students 

of character with the highest 
academic achievement. We are 
a school with grades Pre-K3 
through 12th grade with four
high school graduate programs. 
A high percentage of our gradu-
ates go on to college and further 
graduate work. 

A competitive interscholastic
high school sports program in boys’ 

basketball  and 
girls’ volleyball is
an integral part 
of the students’
d e v e l o p m e n t .
We compete in
the Northwest 
Christian School 
League and host 
the NCSL tourna-
ments in our full-
size gym facility.

G r a d e s  9 
through 12 com-
pete yearly at
the Northwest

Regional Student Convention
in music as well as the full range
of academic, arts, and athletic
events.

Our dedicated staff has an 
average tenure of 15 years and a
deep love for the children in their 
classes. Partnering with the par-
ents to develop the whole child is
a high priority.

We are a member of the As-
sociation of American Christian
Schools (AACS).

Building Godly character 
in our students

Partnering with 
the parents to 
develop the 
whole child is a 
high priority.

Where character building and excellence 
in education are a way of life.

Featuring “Ignite”
We have the latest in technology in the Learning Center with 
individual computers for each student. All learning is designed for 
the individual student with lots of individualized tutoring and help.

Valley View Christian School
A ministry of Valley View Bible Church

9717 31st Ave. SE, Everett, WA 98208
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At TBS, every facet of the 
educational and co-curricular 
programs provide an opportunity 
for discipleship. The faculty and 
staff focus on developing relation-
ships with students; many stay in 
contact long after 
they have gradu-
ated. 

S a r a h  i s  a 
sophomore on the 
Lady Crusaders’ 
basketball team. 
She appreciates 
the wide range of 
athletics offered 
at TBS, but bas-
ketball has captured her heart. 
Sarah writes: 

“The purpose of Lady Cru-
sader Basketball is so much more 
than words can describe. Ministry 
is always put first, and this pro-
vides a place for spiritual growth. 
The purpose of our team is to de-
velop young ladies to be citizens 
who are strong in our faith first, 
including playing basketball. 

“While playing Crusader bas-
ketball, I have had opportuni-
ties to step out in my faith and 
develop into a young lady who 
desires to serve Christ first. I have 
been able to create friendships 
that go beyond the basketball 
court. Participating on the team 

has truly changed my life. Its 
more than just basketball, it’s a
place to learn life lessons, which 
I know I will take off the court. 
The purpose of this team is to use
the sport of basketball to change 

lives; it is to be
‘united in spirit 
and intent on one 
purpose’. The ul-
timate purpose is 
to serve God. We
may have goals, 
such as winning 
districts, or going
to state, or even
winning state,

which drive us to push ourselves 
and work hard. But, if at the end
of the day we are able to be an
example for Christ and be a wit-
ness to others, but fail all the goals 
we set for ourselves, I believe that
our purpose is fulfilled to the max.
Lady Crusader basketball is and
hopefully always will be ministry 
first.” 

Are you looking for a school
that will change your child’s life?
Come check out Tacoma Baptist 
Schools and talk to Sarah. She
is one of many who have found 
a deepening of their faith in the
classrooms and on the courts at
TBS.

Programs provide 
an opportunity for 
discipleship

…united in 
spirit and 
intent on one 
purpose.

Play video games? Watch 
animated movies? Have an 
idea for the next must-have 
tech device? Ever thought 
about what it takes to cre-
ate one? Now you have the 
chance to find out! 

DigiPen Institute of 
Technology’s ProjectFUN 
Programs are committed 
to presenting a high qual-
ity education by engaging 
and challenging students in 
grades 5 and higher through 
hands-on learning. The Pro-
jectFUN workshops engage 
middle and high school 
students in the arts and sci-
ences by immersing them 
in the tools and techniques 
of today’s high-tech careers. 
The workshops in Anima-
tion, Game Design, Video 
Game Programming, Multimedia 
Production, and Robotics enhance 
students’ critical thinking skills, 
improve their knowledge of core 
subjects like math and physics, and 
excite their interest in the academic 
concepts underlying modern tech-
nology. 

Our students gain much more 
than a textbook understanding of 
their field of interest – they put 
their knowledge into practice in 
hands-on game, animation, and 
engineering projects while over-
coming obstacles in a fun, collab-
orative environment. This method 
of applied learning helps students 

connect classroom concepts with 
real-world challenges, and instills 
in them the values of life-long 
learning and academic excellence 
as they explore careers in a range 
of cutting-edge industries.

Each workshop session is two 
weeks in length, with four con-
secutive sessions to choose from 
throughout the summer. Register 
and pay the non-refundable $395 
deposit by April 1, 2012, and receive 
a $250 discount on the cost of an on-
site workshop*! Visit our website 
for more information: https://pro-
jectfun.digipen.edu/workshops/

Join us as we celebrate our 
18th year!

DigiPen ProjectFUN offers 
summer workshops

What sets ProjectFUN apart?

 Founded in 
1988, DigiPen is a pioneer in game de-
velopment and technology education.

 ProjectFUN teachers 
are DigiPen undergraduate stu-
dents, alumni, and faculty who are 
passionate about the interactive 
entertainment industry.

 ProjectFUN 
incorporates core subjects like math, 
science, and art into our curriculum 
and challenges students to apply their 
knowledge in hands-on projects.

 ProjectFUN’s 
programs emphasize teamwork and 
foster collaboration among peers to 
help students achieve their goals.
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Black Lake Bible Camp is a 
year-round camp and confer-
ence center designed to make 
your camp or retreat the best 
it can be. BLBC is located be-
tween Portland and Seattle just 
off I-5 at exit 102. 

We have exciting events to 
look forward to this winter 
such as our Allstar Jr. High 
camp this January and ELEV8, 
our incredible men’s confer-
ence this coming April with 
guest speaker Jeff Olson and 
worship leader Dean Jenkins.

You can find registrations 
online at www.blacklakebible-
camp.com for these events and 
more. 

If you are in need of space 
for your adult or youth retreats 
this fall and winter contact us 
online or by phone at 1-800-
731-2267 for availability and 
pricing. 

We are excited to see you 
and your ministry here and 
we are sure you will love every 
minute of your stay here at 
Black Lake Bible Camp.

Come away renewed, 
refreshed and restored

Worship is an integral part of retreats at Black Lake Bible Camp.

Camp Berachah Summer Camps 2012
Summer 2012 will be Berachah’s 39th year of providing faith-building summer camps 

for families. We have added some new camps, extended some camps, and added 

more options for 2012. Our goal remains to provide quality and safe Christian camps 

at an affordable price for families, all while helping your kids enjoy the best week of 

their summer! We hope you will visit one of our open houses, and save more dollars by 

registering your kids early.

Overnight Camps @ Buck Creek
Junior Camp for Ages 9-12

Sunday, July 8 at 4:30pm to Friday, July 13 at 7pm

Sunday, July 15 at 4:30pm to Friday, July 20 at 7pm

Sunday, July 22 at 4:30pm to Friday, July 27 at 7pm

Soccer Camp for Ages 8-16
Monday, July 30 at 8:30am to Saturday, August 4 at 11:30am

Ignite Teen Camp for Ages 13-17
Sunday, August 5 at 4:30pm to Friday, August 10 at 7pm

Wilderness Camp for Ages 10-15
Sunday, August 12 at 4:30pm to Friday, August 17 at 7pm

Overnight Camps @ Camp Berachah
Primary Camp for Ages 6-9

Monday, July 2 at 10am to Wednesday, July 4 at 11am

Junior Camp for Ages 9-12
Monday, July 16 at 10am to Friday, July 20 at 7pm

Junior High Camp for Ages 12-14
Monday, July 23 at 10am to Saturday, July 28 at 11am

Senior High Camp for Ages 15-18
Monday, July 23 at 10am to Saturday, July 28 at 11am

Equestrian Camps
Equestrian Day Camps for Ages 7-12

Weekly Sessions l Monday through Friday l 9am - 4:30pm

Equestrian Overnight Camps for Ages 8-14
Weekly Sessions l Monday 9am to Friday 4:30pm

Wrangler-In-Training (WIT) for Ages 13-16
Weekly Sessions l Monday 9am to Friday 4:30pm

Day Camps
Classic Day Camp for Ages 5-12

Weekly Sessions l Monday through Friday l 9am - 4:30pm

Junior High Extreme Camp for Ages 12-14
Weekly Sessions l Monday through Friday l 9am - 4:30pm

Counselor-In-Training (CIT) for Ages 13-17
Weekly Sessions l Monday through Friday l 8am - 4:30pm

PreSchool Day Camp for Ages 3-4
Tuesday, August 28 through Thursday, August 30 l 10am - 1pm

Register now at CampB.org
For information, call 1-800-859-CAMP

EARLYBIRD DISCOUNT: Register by April 15th to receive a special discount price on most of our camps.

Summer Camp Open HouseSunday, March 25 & Sunday, April 152:00 - 4:00 pm

“I can do all things through CHRIST who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

Join our Summer Team!
We are now accepting applications for 

our 2012 summer ministry team. Apply 

today at www.campberachah.org.
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Headed into our 93rd year, 
SAMBICA is blessed to have the 
opportunity to affect the lives of 
area children helping them build 
friendships, gain leadership 
skills, and grow in their relation-
ship with Jesus.

We have a wide range of camp 
offerings for children in 1st grade 
through 12th grade and this year 
we also have a Pre-K day camp 
for ages 4 – 6! We offer day, 
resident, and adventure camps 
along with our ELITE high school 
leadership program. We tell our 
summer staff that working at 
SAMBICA is the “toughest job 
you’ll ever love” and they tell us 
summer after summer that it is!

Applicants go through a com-
prehensive selection process and 
background screening. We want 
you to feel completely secure 
sending your kids to SAMBICA.

SAMBICA’s location on the 
south side of Lake Sammamish 
allows campers to enjoy all the 
water has to offer including 
swimming, tubing, kayaks, and 
various water toys including the 
brand new SAMBICA splash zone 
(a water playground), iceberg, 
Saturn, blob and water trampo-
line. In addition to fun on the 
lake, SAMBICA offers wonderful 
programming for kids including 
high and low ropes courses, a tree 
climb, and flying squirrel for our 
youngest campers. Add in all the 

standard camp activities (archery, 
field games, arts & crafts) and you
get a wonderful week-long camp-
ing experience.

Thursday nights are special
at SAMBICA! As a fun treat for
our day campers, we offer an 
optional overnight stay. There is 
a BBQ and a carnival with games,
face painting, bouncy house and 
much more! The evening culmi-
nates with a pirate show where 
counselors “walk the plank” and
a campfire. Weather permitting
everyone sleeps under the stars. 

At the heart of SAMBICA 
is the love of Jesus Christ. Our 
mission is to create a fun and 
engaging environment where
kids can experience the love of
Jesus and grow in their rela-
tionship with Him. SAMBICA
is non-denominational and our
campers come from many faiths 
and backgrounds. 

Family camp is back by popu-
lar demand this summer! If
you are interested in coming 
out and enjoying all the fun of
SAMBICA as a family, you can
request details (available in July) 
by contacting our main office.
Don’t delay getting on the mail-
ing list; this popular camp will fill
up fast! We offer discounts and 
scholarships; details available at 
www.sambica.com. Registration
is open and we can’t wait to see 
your kids this summer!

Christian camping
changes lives at SAMBICA 

Located in pristine Eastern Washington fi elds and forest land

Fruitland Bible Camp
5876 Mudgett Lake Road
Fruitand, WA 99129
www.fruitlandbiblecamp.com

Call us today for prices and 
available dates for your group

509-722-3665
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Royal Ridges is the name, 
HORSES are the game!!! Royal 
Ridges has introduced thou-
sands of young horse enthusi-
asts to these big, beautiful ani-
mals since the camp was started 
in 1978. Whether campers come 
with skill or simply a dream, 
the staff is dedicated to provid-
ing a safe, positive experience 
that results in an 
improved rider 
and a lifelong 
love for these 
marvelous ani-
mals.

It is hard for 
horse enthusi-
asts to under-
stand, but some 
people  don’ t 
l i k e  h o r s e s . 
T h e y  w o u l d 
r a t h e r  b u i l d 
shelters, swing 
f r o m  r o p e s , 
climb walls and 
stalk someone 
with a paintball marker. Yes, 
some people actually like that 
stuff, so Royal Ridges has ar-
ranged for all of those cravings 
to be satisfied as well.

Roy and Jean Andersen ac-
cumulated 390 acres in the 
foothills of the Cascades. They 
raised their family on this beau-
tiful property that rises from 600 
feet in elevation to over 1200 
feet giving rise to breathtaking 
views, trails, pastures and wind-
ing streams that find their way 

to Andersen Lake.
All the buildings are de-

signed to blend in with nature 
and provide a clean, warm and 
dry environment. Each cabin 
has its own bath, shower and 
electric heat.

Royal Ridges takes seriously 
the trust and responsibility the 
parents place in us by sending 

their child to our 
camp. Our goal 
is to provide a 
fun and safe ex-
perience for ev-
ery camper who 
attends a Royal 
R i d g e s  c a m p . 
Campers learn 
new skills, meet 
new challenges, 
make life long 
friends and learn 
about themselves 
in a positive car-
ing environment.

Royal Ridges 
teaches campers 

important Biblical principles in 
the context of God’s beautiful 
outdoors. Whether they are a 
horse lover or an adventure 
camper, Royal Ridges has a 
camp to satisfy every summer 
craving.

Royal Ridges is a 501(c)3 
organization and is self-sup-
porting, thanks to revenues 
from operations, the generous 
donations of individuals and the 
support of churches that believe 
in its ministry.

Horses are our game

…breathtaking 
views, trails, 
pastures and 
winding 
streams…
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When you visit Camp Casey 
today, you won’t fi nd a 1901 army 
base bustling with officers and 
enlisted men. 

Instead, only a short ferry ride 
from Seattle, Camp Casey offers 
historic army barracks, comfortable 
meeting spaces — and a breath-
taking blend of forest, miles of 
beachfront, and wide-open spaces 
on beautiful Whidbey Island. For 
more than 50 years, groups have 
found Camp Casey to be a place to 
refl ect, discover, and grow!

Equipped with two large 
multi-purpose auditoriums (one 
that holds up to 150 people; one 
that holds up to 350), and a num-
ber of smaller meeting spaces, 
Camp Casey is the perfect place 
for churches and youth groups 
to come together for worship, 
workshops, and fellowship. 

Camp Casey offers a variety 
of lodging options for large and 
small groups. Large groups often 
stay in the Company Quarters 
barracks, with either open-bay 
dormitory, or semiprivate rooms. 
The Bachelor Offi cers Quarters 
accommodates 25 to 50 persons 
in semiprivate rooms with large 
meeting area, dining room, and 
a commercial kitchen — in one 
building. Perfect for a wide variety 
of groups, it’s also handicapped 
accessible. Smaller retreats can 

Church retreats and 
youth groups fi nd fun and 
growth at Camp Casey 

choose a six-bedroom Victorian 
offi cers home; the Quartermas-
ters Building with comfortable 
lodging, kitchen, meeting and 
dining space for 26; or a cozy
remodeled three-bedroom house 
with kitchen and woodstove. All 
the lodging is only a short walk 
to the beach.

Hearty dining is available caf-
eteria style in our Mess Hall, or
you have the option to cook for 
yourself in one of our commercial
or family-style kitchens.

When not meeting together, 
Casey guests can play in the 
gymnasium, team up on the two
full-size outdoor basketball courts 
and two sand volleyball courts, or
enjoy the huge grass parade fi eld
for an all-out game of Capture the 
Flag! Favorite free time activities 
are exploring the bunkers at Fort
Casey State Park and wandering
the beach. Then, when the day is
over, guests of all ages can gather 
around the warm glow of an eve-
ning campfi re. (Don’t forget the 
marshmallows!)

For more information, rates, 
and reservations, contact us toll
free at 1-866-661-6604, by email
at campcasey@spu.edu, or visit 
us at www.spu.edu/casey. Fifteen
percent discounts on lodging
are available from November to 
February. 

It was while attending a China Inland Mis-
sionary prayer meeting in Seattle in 1920, that 
the Holy Spirit drew the attention of Mrs. Julia 
Cole Whipple to the portion of Exodus 2:4 that 
reads, “What is that in thine hand?” So strongly 
was this impressed upon her heart that she 
and her husband made it a singular matter 
of prayer. What did they have that the Lord 
wanted them to surrender to be used by Him? 

They were not blessed with earthly goods. 
They had dedicated their children to the Lord, 
and so they continued to pray. Finally, they 
were led by the Holy Spirit to see that it was 
their honeymoon cottage on Lake Whatcom, 
called “The Firs,” that had been abandoned for 
several years and was very much out of repair. 
It seemed almost hopeless, when they went to 
Bellingham to look it over, but it was all that 
they had in their hands. 

The Lord accepted it and put His seal of 
approval on it. It was here that 30 friends 
gathered together to hold the fi rst conference 
in 1921. Year after year they returned, grew 
in numbers, added accommodation, built a 
dining room, and later expanded to satellite 
properties. 

Today The Firs includes The Firs Retreat 
Center, Camp Firwood, The Firs Chalet on 
Mt. Baker, Fircreek Day Camp, and the After 
School Adventure program. 

The Firs is a story of faith. The story began 
with a sincere desire by a handful of commit-
ted believers to see people of all ages escape 
the distractions of an increasingly complicated 
society, in order to experience the biblical 
message of Jesus in inspiring camp and retreat 
settings. It is a story of God using the offering 
of a small honeymoon cabin near Lake What-
com to create a ministry where thousands 
have come to know Him or grown stronger 
in their walk towards Him. It is why The Firs 
motto declares, “The Impact is for Life.”

A little experiment in out-trip camping
By the early 1950s, The Firs had developed, 

over 30 years, a thriving conference program 
in Bellingham. Grant Whipple, The Firs Direc-
tor, began to explore the possibility of adding 
overnight out-trips for youth. In the spring 
of 1954, a search began for a suitable site for 
overnights, further down Lake Whatcom, 
where the land was largely undeveloped. The 
thickly wooded steep banks didn’t offer much 
opportunity and they had almost lost hope 
when their boat glided between the only is-
land on the lake and a rocky point jutting out 
from shore. Behind the point, they discovered 
a protected cove with white sand beaches. The 
owner was located and permission granted for 
overnight trips.

So began the out-trips to “White Sands”. 
When the wind blew east, young visitors to 
The Firs and their leaders headed out for an 
overnight. When the wind blew west, they 
returned. Campouts whet the appetite of 
these campers for longer camp experiences 
in permanent facilities, and so the campers 
prayed for “White Sands” to become part of 
The Firs. That fall, the owner agreed to sell the 
property for $130,000, a huge sum in 1954. A 
donor stepped forward with $35,000. The Lord 
began to work on the owner’s heart and he 
fi nally decided that if someone was willing to 
invest $35,000 in the youth of his community, 
he should be willing to do his part and thus 
made the property available at that price. 

Today, the prayers of those early overnight 
campers continue to be answered, each sum-
mer, through the camping ministry of Camp 
Firwood. Campers from all over Washington 
and British Columbia enjoy swimming, boat-
ing and a variety of camp experiences, includ-
ing Bible studies and sharing around the camp 
fi re, just as those fi rst campers did when they 
canoed to “White Sands” in 1954.

What is in your hand?

Bring your summer camping group to 
sunny Northeast Washington and enjoy 
great summer weather while relaxing in 
the comfort of the hospitality of Fruitland 
Bible Camp. At FBC you’ll have a great 
camping location and facilities at a very 
reasonable price for your group. Dollar 
for dollar it is hard to do 
better than the prices and 
camping experience at 
Fruitland Bible Camp.

Fruitland Bible Camp 
is a faith-based camp be-
gun in 1943, set in rural 
Stevens County of Wash-
ington State. Fruitland 
Bible Camp (FBC) was 
incorporated in 1953 as 
a 501 (c)(3) Corporation 
through its affiliation with 
the Assemblies of God. 

Our location is sur-
rounded by the fields and 
the forest of Northeast 
Washington and is the 
perfect setting for your 
get away from the har-
ried surroundings of the 
metropolitan areas. There 
are no freeways, heavy 
traffic and the usual dis-
tractions of the big city. You are 90 minutes 
from Spokane and just 41/2 hours from 
the Puget Sound area. We currently serve 
several guest groups from the I-5 corridor 
area.

Your camp at FBC can serve up to 200 
people a day. We are currently operate 
April through October. FBC is here to 
provide for children, youth, and family 
camps and retreats. Our facilities include 

sleeping accommodations for 200, meal 
service for 250, 40 R.V. spaces, recreation
facilities and meeting space. Our housing 
includes facilities for leadership staff. We
provide the housekeeping and grounds 
services for our guest groups.

Your recreation facilities include indoor 
and outdoor volleyball and
basketball. Outdoor sports 
also include a ball field for 
all types of field sport activi-
ties. We have several walk-
ing trails, including our trail 
to Prayer Mountain chapel.

When you are at Fruit-
land Bible Camp you are
located just ten minutes 
from Lake Roosevelt for 
water sports. There is a 
public beach, swimming 
area and boat launch be sure 
and bring your boats and Jet 
skis. This makes for a perfect
afternoon of activities for 
all ages.

You are welcome at FBC 
as we serve Christian evan-
gelical guest groups of all
ages, school students, com-
munity groups, and seniors. 

We will be excited and 
pleased to have you contact us to book 
your next children’s, youth and family 
camp and/or retreat at Fruitland Bible 
Camp. Our camper rates will pleasantly
surprise you and your budget. Remember
we are here to ensure your camping experi-
ence exceeds your expectation.

We welcome you to come for a pre-event
site visit, just call ahead. (509) 722-3665,
(509) 722-3518

Camping and relaxing in 
sunny Northeast Washington

We are here 

to ensure 

your camping 

experience 

exceeds your 

expectations.
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Cascade Christian Schools
District Offi ce
815 21st St. SE
Puyallup, WA 98372
(253) 841-1776
info@cascadechristian.org
www.cascadechristian.org

Cascade Christian Schools is dedicated to helping students discover their purpose 
before God. We are an independent, interdenominational school system serving 
child care through grade twelve, where students are provided with excellent 
academics, character development and leadership training opportunities, and 
are encouraged to cultivate a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We serve 
our community with fi ve campuses in Pierce County.

Lighthouse Christian School
3008 36th St. NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
(253) 858-5962
sglover@lcschool.org
www.lcschool.org

Centered on a proven academic curriculum, a Lighthouse education also includes 
music, art, foreign language, drama and athletics. Experienced teachers and small 
class sizes combine to make Lighthouse an excellent place for K-8 students to 
grow in their knowledge and love of God, and obtain a solid foundation for 
their future studies – consistently averaging in the top 20th percentile in the 
nation on the Stanford Achievement Test. 

Heritage Christian School 
5412 67th Ave. W.
University Place, WA 98467
(253) 564-6276
www.heritagecs.net

Heritage Christian School offers a Christ-centered, traditional K-8 education. 
Our students are taught to be responsible citizens and sincere Christians. We 
maintain high academic and spiritual standards to the glory of God. Certifi ed 
teachers; middle school athletics and Spanish; K-8 computer lab, library, music 
and P.E.; before/after school care.

King’s Schools
19303 Fremont Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98133
(206) 289-7700
www.kingsschools.org

King’s Schools — Inspiration Happens Here! At King’s Schools our standard 
for academic excellence teaches students how to think critically and our 
caring community nurtures relationships that will last a lifetime. Students 
develop a passion for lifelong Christian commitment and our rich heritage 
of alumni is a living example of King’s successful formula. Pre-Kindergarten 
to Grade 12. Before and after school care available. 

Auburn Adventist Academy
5000 Auburn Way South
Auburn, WA 98092
(253) 939-5000, (253) 351-9806
info@auburn.org
www.auburn.org

Established in 1919, Auburn Adventist Academy (AAA) is a private coeducational 
Christian boarding and day high school operated by the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Located in Auburn, Washington, AAA offers students a vibrant spiritual 
atmosphere, superior academics, and a friendly and accepting student body. With 
an emphasis on student leadership and service, Auburn is the perfect place to 
pursue educational excellence.

Fairview Christian School
844 NE 78th
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 526-0762
www.fcsseattle.org

Fairview provides an educational environment where the individual needs of 
students are the focus. Fairview offers, from PreKindergarten through 8th Grade, 
an award-winning science program, credentialed faculty, before and after school 
care, performing arts, drama, computer lab, Spanish and leadership training. 
Fairview is a place where your child can succeed, with an amazing education in 
a nurturing Christian environment.

Northshore Christian Academy
5700 23rd Dr. W.
Everett, WA 98203
(425) 322-2301
dchristian@northshorechristian.org 
www.northshorechristianschools.org

Accredited kindergarten through eighth grade (ACSI, NAAS, Washington State). 
Licensed Early Learning Center, before and after school care, Northshore School 
of Arts and Enrichment, REAL Summer Adventure Program. Outstanding aca-
demic program focusing on STEM disciplines (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) and Literacy Program. Loving Christian environment, certi-
fi ed teachers, Bible-based character development. New, modern, cutting-edge 
facilities and technology. Multiple, national award-winning school. 

Lynden Christian Schools
District Offi ce
417 Lyncs Drive
Lynden, WA 98264
(360) 318-9525
info@lyncs.org  
www.lyncs.org

Since 1910, the mission of Lynden Christian Schools is to be an effective in-
strument of God. Together with Christian parents and the church, children and 
young people are mentored for academic success and discipled for spiritual 
strength, producing citizens who have a transforming infl uence in the world. 
We are proud to serve Christian families throughout Whatcom County on two 
campuses – Bellingham P-8 and Lynden P-12.

Christian Faith School
33645 20th Ave. S. 
Federal Way, WA 98003
(253) 943-2500
info@christianfaithschool.com
www.christianfaithschool.com

Christian Faith School offers students a superior bible-based education that 
equips them to be socially relevant and fully prepared for higher achievement. 
Our core beliefs:  Teach & exemplify foundational Biblical truths. Instill vision 
& purpose in the heart & minds of every student. Lead in academic discipline. 
Inspire life-long learning. Train students in social skills, critical thinking, and 
confl ict resolution. Use technology to inspire innovation. Develop Godly character.

Seattle Christian Schools
18301 Military Road South
SeaTac, WA 98188
(206) 246-8241
admissions@seattlechristian.org
www.seattlechristian.org

Seattle Christian Schools is committed to providing quality K-12 Christian 
education since 1946. Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ in all aspects of 
our program, emphasizing academic excellence and biblical Christian values, 
partnering with the home and church to prepare godly young men and women 
who will infl uence their world for Christ. Applications are now being accepted. 

Shoreline Christian School
2400 NE 147th St.
Shoreline, WA 98155
(206) 364-7777
www.shorelinechristian.org

PS-Grade 12. Preparing students to serve God and the world around them 
through education that builds the heart, mind and soul. Certifi ed faculty inte-
grates Christian faith into all subjects, and works with each student to unwrap 
their individual gifts. Outstanding academic program plus Art, Music, Drama, 
Spanish and Computer specialists for all levels. NAAS Accredited.

Puget Sound Christian School
1740 South 84th St.
Tacoma, WA 98444
(253) 537-6870
www.pschristianschool.com

Located on the campus of South Lakeshore Christian Church, just two blocks east 
of I-5. Our mission is to train children according to God’s purpose by providing 
a Christ-centered, safe, loving environment where parents, board members and 
staff, in partnership, work to help each student achieve academic excellence and 
spiritual growth.
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Valley Christian School 
1312 2nd Street S.E.
Auburn, WA 98002
(253) 833-3541
www.valley-christian.com

A nondenominational school has for 34 years served the communities of South King 
County. Our students receive a quality education from a Christian perspective. Personal-
ized teacher attention emphasizes strong basic academics and citizenship with godly 
character qualities. Band, art, handbells, computer training, fi eld trips and PE including 
swimming are also offered. Preschool to 8th grade and child care.

Valley View Christian School
9717 31st Ave. SE
Everett, WA 98208
(425) 337-8868
vvbca@vvbca.org
www.vvbca.org

Valley View Christian School was founded in 1981 and is dedicated in seeking to produce 
students of character with the highest academic achievement. We are a school with 
grades K3 through 12 with four high school graduate programs. We use a high tech, 
computerized Christian curriculum and also offer computerized distance learning.

South Sound Christian Schools
2052 S. 64th Street
Tacoma, WA 98409-6899
(253) 475-7226
www.southsoundchristian.org

The Tacoma Baptist Schools campus serves grades PK-12, preparing students to 
be strong in faith and equipping them to be leaders as they leave high school. 
A strong college prep track, along with classes for those students needing extra 
support as they learn, is available. The New Hope campus in Graham serves 
grades PK-6, and also prepares students with an academically excellent program 
based on a biblical world view. 

DigiPen Institute of Technology
9931 Willows Road NE
Redmond, WA 98052
(425) 558-0299
www.projectfun.digipen.edu

DigiPen’s ProjectFUN summer workshops in Game Design, Video Game 
Programming, Multimedia Production, and Engineering enhance middle and 
high school students’ critical thinking skills, improve their knowledge of core 
subjects like math and physics, and excite their interest in the academic con-
cepts underlying modern technology. Register by April 1, 2012 and save with 
the Early Bird discount! 

Pioneer Farm Museum 
and Ohop Indian Village

7716 Ohop Valley Road East
Eatonville, WA 98328
(360) 832-6300
www.pioneerfarmmuseum.org

Hands On/Living History Education. Explore nineteenth century Pioneer/Native Ameri-
can cultures. Seven 1-1/2 hour programs and an overnight program available. Get kids 
involved with doing daily chores and activities. Have fun jumping in hay, collecting eggs, 
working the butter churn, milk a cow, playing games, listening to folklore/Indianlore. 
Make a craft, and more. For group reservations/prices, call (360) 832-6300.

Remlinger Farms
32610 NE 32nd Street 
Carnation, WA 98014 
(425) 333-4135 
www.remlingerfarms.com

The Remlinger family invites the church community to visit our family farm 
featuring seasonal u-pick berries, our famous family fun park, shopping in our 
fresh produce/gift market, and farm fresh eats in our café. Group rates and group 
tours available for all age brackets. Exciting summer employment opportunities. 
Come over and experience total family fun at Remlingers.

Camp Gilead
30919 NE Carnation Farm Road
Carnation WA 98014
(425) 333-4311
www.campgilead.org
 

Camp Gilead is located in the beautiful Snoqualmie Valley, just one hour east of 
Seattle. Camp Gilead offers Bible based Family Camp, Resident Youth and Day 
Camps and Skate Camp plus leadership training programs as well as retreat and 
conference rentals for groups from 10 - 200. Activities include swimming, boating, 
skateboarding, dirtboarding, innertubing down the Snoqualmie River, mini golf, 
miniature train ride and more!

Camp Casey Conference Center
1276 Engle Road
Coupeville, WA 98239
1-866-661-6604
campcasey@spu.edu
www.spu.edu/casey

Enjoy our easy-to-reach Whidbey Island setting — located on miles of beachfront 
next to Fort Casey State Park. Explore historic Fort Casey or build driftwood forts 
on the beach. A huge playfi eld, sport courts, and numerous meeting spaces are 
available. Camp Casey has historic lodging and meeting space for groups from 
10 to 500. Enjoy hearty cafeteria-style dining or rent one of our kitchens. Camp 
Casey is owned by Seattle Pacifi c University.

Camp Arnold
33712 Webster Rd. E
Eatonville, WA 98328
(253) 847-2511
www.tsacamparnold.org

An ideal full service retreat and conference center and youth summer camp located on 
600 beautiful acres nestled in the foothills of Mt. Rainier. Camp Arnold offers summer 
camps for youth ages six through sixteen, complete outdoor education programming, 
challenge course group rentals, and full service retreat and conference rentals for 
groups from 35 to 350 people. A ministry of The Salvation Army.

Black Lake Bible Camp
6521 Fairview Rd. SW
Olympia, WA 98512
1-800-731-2267
www.blacklakebiblecamp.com

Black Lake Bible Camp is a year-round camp and conference center designed to make 
your stay the best it can be. BLBC is conveniently located between Seattle and Port-
land just off I-5 at exit 102. If you are interested in summer camp programs or need 
space for your group’s retreat go to www.blacklakebiblecamp.com for information. 

Berachah 
19830 SE 328th Pl
Auburn, WA 98092
(253) 939-0488
register@campberachah.org
www.campb.org

Berachah is a full service retreat center accommodating large to small groups, 
summer and family camps. Affordable pricing includes meals, indoor pool and 
gymnasium. Additional recreation options include horses, go-karts, mountain 
bikes and ropes courses. Berachah at Buck Creek is a 200-bed facility in the Cas-
cades that offers winter tubing, snow shoeing, and summer camps and retreats 
with hiking and an outdoor pool. 
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Lakeview Christian 
Conference & Retreat Center

4005 South 360th St.
Auburn, WA 98001
1-888-778-CAMP
www.lakeviewretreat.org

Our Retreat Center offers facilities amid old growth cedar and fi r for church 
groups, both large and small. Groups do their own cooking, allowing many op-
tions for meals on budgets! The Chapel, Dining Hall and Lodge provide meeting 
places, and our fi elds, open air gym, climbing wall and boating on 5 Mile Lake 
offer recreational opportunities. 

Sambica
4114 W. Lake Sammamish Pkwy. SE
Bellevue, WA 98008
1-888-SAMBICA
sambica@sambica.com
www.sambica.com

Headed into our 93rd summer, SAMBICA is blessed to have the opportunity to 
affect the lives of area children helping them build friendships and gain lead-
ership skills. Add in new activities like a low ropes course and the SAMBICA 
Splash Zone (a water playground) and you have a wonderful camp experience!

Mt. Baker Bibleway Camp
8444 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Deming, WA 98244
(360) 599-2921
derek@mtbakercamp.org
www.mtbakercamp.org

Three years of ongoing upgrades & remodeling! Great location for Winter & 
Summer Youth Retreats as well as Spring & Fall Adult, Leadership Retreats. 
Open invitation for tour and (one) FREE overnight stay for your youth pastor or 
church leader. Call or email for details. The food is fabulous & the atmosphere 
is exactly what you’re looking for.

Warm Beach Camp 
& Conference Center

20800 Marine Drive
Stanwood, WA 98292
1-800-228-6724
www.warmbeach.com

Breathe… fi nd room for your soul. Warm Beach Camp and Conference Center is 
the Northwest’s premier camp, conference and retreat facility. Adult and youth 
groups enjoy spectacular natural beauty and friendly personal service any time 
of the year. Allow the cares and pressures of daily life to fade away and discover 
the Warm Beach difference. Warm Beach… life changes here. 

The Firs
4605 Cable Street
Bellingham, WA 98229
1-800-765-3477
info@thefi rs.org
www.thefi rs.org

Camp Firwood offers Christ centered youth camping programs, located on 
Lake Whatcom near Bellingham, WA. The Firs Retreat Center is located just fi ve 
minutes from Bellingham and offers youth, adult, and family facilities for guest 
groups up to 250. The Firs Chalet is a year-round, self contained 100 bed, four 
story, A-frame, located adjacent to the Mt Baker ski area.

Royal Ridges Retreat
 20115 NE 354th St.
Yacolt, WA 98675
(360) 686-3737
horses@royalridges.org
www.royalridges.org

Royal Ridges is a Christian youth camp and retreat center known for its excel-
lent horsemanship programs. Riding lessons and beautiful trail rides in a ranch 
environment are augmented with action activities ranging from paintball and 
mountain boards to an amazing ropes challenge course.

REAL Summer Adventure Camp
at Northshore Christian Academy
5700 23rd Drive West
Everett, WA 98203
(425) 322-2390
slovitt@northshorechristian.org
www.northshorechristianschools.org

Your children are invited to join us on a Journey with Jesus this summer. 
Camp runs from June 18 August 24 (weekly options). Open to children 
entering 1st through 7th grade (ages 5-12). Weekly themed activities and 
fi eld trips with 3, 4, or 5 day programs (extended care available). Art, Engi-
neering, Sports and more classes available through the Northshore School 
of the Arts and Enrichment.

Run To Win Outreach
Home of RTW Camps
7907 212th St. SW, Ste. 206
Edmonds, WA 98026
(425) 776-2946
www.RunToWin.org

RTW Sports Camps are designed to help “develop winners on and off the 
playing fi eld.” We emphasize personal and team excellence in a fun, grace-
oriented Christian environment designed to encourage, support and develop 
young athletes mentally, physically and spiritually. Camps include football, 
basketball, cheer, soccer, volleyball, baseball, golf, lacrosse and SAQ (speed 
agility and quickness). 

Fruitland Bible Camp
5876 Mudget Lake Rd
Fruitland, WA 99129
(509) 722-3665
fruitlandbiblecamp@msn.com
www.fruitlandbiblecamp.com

A camp with something for all ages—Family camp, kids camps, seniors,couples, 
retreats, meetings and conferences. Fruitland Bible Camp offers individual rustic 
cabins, duplexes and eight-plexes furnished with bunks and individual beds. For 
those preferring their own digs, you’ll fi nd 43 full hook-up RV sites available from 
late spring till fall. The camp also offers a fully equiped kitchen facility and a large 
dining hall capable of seating 250 people.

Cannon Beach Conference Center
289 North Spruce St
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
1-800-745-1546
cbcc@cbcc.net
www.cbcc.net

Located on the beach in popular Cannon Beach, Oregon. Offering the fi nest in 
Christian conferences and retreats since 1945, guests enjoy our facilities and service 
in a beautiful setting. Strolls on the beach to famous Haystack Rock, great speakers 
and musicians, excellent dining, dynamic kids programs, and a full recreation center 
are just a few of the reasons folks travel to north Oregon’s Pacifi c coast.

Island Lake Camp
12500 Camp Court NW
Poulsbo, WA 98370
1-877-723-4373
info@cristacamps.com
www.cristacamps.com

Island Lake provides the ultimate summer camping experience for guest groups 
and traditional resident campers. Just a short ferry ride away from Seattle, Island 
Lake equals adventure thanks to our extravagant paintball and motocross courses, 
skateboard park, high ropes course, climbing wall, awesome waterfront activities 
and much more. Let our incredible counselors deliver a week you’ll never forget! 
Island Lake is proud to be part of the CRISTA family of ministries. 

Miracle Ranch Camp
15999 Sidney Road SW
Port Orchard, WA 98367
1-877-723-4373
info@cristacamps.com
www.cristacamps.com

Over the last 52 years, Miracle Ranch on Horseshoe Lake has served as the pre-
mier destination for generations of Northwest campers. Guest groups, traditional 
resident campers and day campers all can enjoy our renowned horsemanship 
program, high ropes course, archery, swimming, boating, paintball and more! 
Our great staff, location and accommodations are matched by incredible food 
service. Miracle Ranch is proud to be part of the CRISTA family of ministries.
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Put it on the calendar.
List your Christian events for free. 

If it is happening in the Puget Sound region, we want to know about it, 
and so do our readers. Send your information no later than the 25th of 
the month prior to publication. Sorry, Sunday morning services cannot be 
included. Fax to 1-888-305-4947, e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.
com, or mail to P.O. Box 2720, Woodinville, WA 98072.

MAR 9-10 • FRI-SAT
The Art of Marriage Seminar. North Bend 
Community Church, 126 E 3rd St., North 
Bend, $35/couple • (425) 888-2711, 
northbendcommunitychurch.org

‘Don’t Open That Book.’ Fri 7pm & Sat 
2pm, Orting UMC Stage, 109 Train St SE, 
Orting, $1-5 • (360) 893-2740

MAR 11 • SUNDAY
Purim Children’s Carnival. 3:30-5:30pm, 
Beit Tikvah Messianic Congregation, 
7935 136th Ave. SE, Newcastle, free 
• beittikvah.us

MAR 15 • THURSDAY
Gungor, Ghosts Upon the Earth Tour. 
7:30pm, Christian Faith Center, Federal 
Way, $15-25 • christianmusician.com

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
Light & Life Banquet, featuring Abby 
Johnson. 6-8pm, Greater Tacoma Con-
vention Center, Tacoma. Hosted by Care 
Net of Puget Sound • (253) 383-6033, 
(425) 391-1770

MAR 21 • WEDNESDAY
Stonecraft Women’s Luncheon. 
11:15am-1:30pm, Golden Steer Steak 

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Established community newspaper reaching a 
niche market in the Puget Sound region. No direct 
competition. Annual revenues above $100,000. 
Email lamar@christianexaminer.com for info.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED
Sales people wanted: Sell Bible commentary books. 
Contact Igo, P.O. Box 1396, Tacoma, WA 98401. 
Great income opportunity for those who desire to 
become evangelists missionaries, fulfi lling the great 
commission, full/part time. 

HOUSING FOR RENT
Olympic West features 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments, with each unit featuring: full size washer and 
dryer, full kitchen with dishwasher, disposal and 
dining nook, large thermal pane windows, spacious 
balcony or patio, ample closet space, three phone 
lines and high-speed internet capacity, reserved 
parking and on-site management and maintenance. 
(425) 778-9253.

OFFICES FOR RENT
Offi ce Space for rent: Edmonds, 750 square 
feet of offi ce space for $600/month - Bright, 
clean and quiet offi ce space on the fi rst fl oor of 
an apartment complex. Lots of  light and clean 
and spacious.  Landlord pays Water, Garbage and 
Electricity! Convenient location in Edmonds in a 
38 unit apt. building just west of Hwy 99 on 196th 
ST SW, has bathroom and an area perfect for a 
kitchenette. This space has 2 large rooms and an 
additional storage room attached.  Free reserved 
parking space. Perfect for a professional business 
that doesn’t have retail or customer traffi c, 1 year 
lease. Call Jene to view the space (425) 778-9253.

n’ Rib House, 23826 104th Ave. SE, 
Kent, $15.50 • (425) 432-1144

MAR 22-24 •THU-SAT
Northwest Ministry Conference, with 
Mike Howerton, Rick Bundschuh, Dr. 
Michele Anthony, Michael Chanley & 
many more. Overlake Church, Redmond, 
$29-99 • ministryconference.org, (206) 
949-9945

Confl ict Coaching & Meditation Training. 
8am-6:30pm, Maple Valley Presbyterian 
Church, 22659 Sweeney Rd. SE, Maple 
Valley, $141-647 • (425) 432-4399

MAR 23 • FRIDAY
Tim Hawkins and Friends Comedy Night, 
with Bob Smiley & John Branyan at the 
NW Ministry Conference. 7:30pm, Over-
lake Christian Church, Seattle, $19-25 • 
(206) 949-9945, ministryconference.org

MAR 23-25 • FRI-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Warm Beach Chris-
tian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., Stanwood 
• warmbeach.com, 1-800-228-6724

MAR 23-APR 21
“Freud’s Last Session.” Wed-Thu 

7:30pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm, 
Taproot Theatre Company, 204 N 85th 
St., Seattle, $22-37 • (206) 781-9707

MAR 24 • SATURDAY
“How to Talk About Jesus Without 
Freaking Out,” seminar. 9am-4pm, 
Anacortes Middle School, 22nd & J 
Street, Anacortes • (360) 299-8280, 
christianconnexions.org

MAR 25 • SUNDAY
  Summer Camp Open House at Camp Be-
rachah. 2-4pm, Camp Berachah, 19830 
SE 32nd Pl., Auburn • 1-800-859-CAMP, 
campb.org

MAR 30-31 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, with The Afters, Akin-
tunde, Shonlock & more. Comcast Arena, 
2000 Hewitt Ave., Ste. 200, Everett • 
acquirethefi re.com, 1-888-628-3473

True Beauty 2012. Fri 7-9pm; Sat 9am-
4pm, Canyon Hills Community Church, 
Bothell, $25-45. Hosted by The Legacy 
Institute • (425) 485-5346

APR 1-6 • SUN-FRI
Horsemanship/Vaulting Camps. Warm 
Beach Christian Camp, 20800 Marine 
Dr., Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800-
228-6724

APR 6 • FRIDAY
Passover. 6:30pm, Beit Tikvah Mes-
sianic Congregation, 7935 136th Ave. 
SE, Newcastle, $30 • (425) 793-3000

Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing. 7-9pm, 
Berean Church, 1st NE & N 185th, Se-
attle • (425) 205-9427

APR 15 • SUNDAY
Summer Camp Open House at Camp Be-
rachah. 2-4pm, Camp Berachah, 19830 
SE 32nd Pl., Auburn • 1-800-859-CAMP, 
campb.org

APR 20-21 • FRI-SAT
Worldview Apologetics Conference, with 
Dr. Randy Guliuzza, Dr. Doug Geivett & 
more. Fri 7-10pm & Sat 9am-5pm, Mars 
Hill Church, Bellevue, $30-40 • (425) 
556-5905

APR 20-22 • FRI-SUN
Engaged Encounter. Warm Beach Chris-
tian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., Stanwood 
• warmbeach.com, 1-800-228-6724

APR 21 • SATURDAY
Dan ‘n’ Bert’s Gospel Sing. 6-8pm, 
Rock of Hope Baptist, 7812 224th SW, 
Edmonds • (425) 673-7985

APR 26-28 • THU-SAT
Christian Heritage Family Discipleship 
& Homeschooling Conference, with Dr. 
Voddie Baucham. Overlake Christian 

Church, Redmond, $70-95 • christian-
heritageonline.org, (360) 871-3279

APR 27-29 • FRI-SUN
Refresh Women’s Event. Warm Beach 
Christian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., 
Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800-
228-6724

MAY 3 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer, Tacoma 2012. 
12-1pm, Cheney Stadium, 2502 S 
Tyler St., Tacoma • (253) 752-8422, 
ndptacoma.org

MAY 4 • FRIDAY
Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing. 7-9pm, 
Berean Church, 1st NE & N 185th, Se-
attle • (425) 205-9427

MAY 4-6 • FRI-SUN
Refresh Women’s Event. Warm Beach 
Christian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., 
Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800-
228-6724

MAY 8-10 • TUE-THU
“Spend 3 Days in Heaven” with Randy 
Alcorn, 3-day course about eternal 
destiny. Corban University, Salem, OR 
• 3daysinheaven.com

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
Third Day, “Make Your Move” Tour, 
with Matt Maher and Trevor Morgan, 
7pm, Overlake Christian Church, 
Redmond • lmgconcerts.com, (855) 
443-8499

MAY 17-19 • THU-SAT
Joyce Meyer Conference 2012. Tacoma 
Dome, 2727 E D St., Tacoma • (253) 
272-3663

MAY 18-19 • FRI-SAT
Northwest Christian Writers Renewal , 
“Imagine” with Marshal Younger. Over-
lake Christian Church, Redmond, $169-
179 • nwchristianwriters.org

JUL 18-21 • WED-SAT
Creation Festival Northwest 2012, Enum-
claw Expo Center. Featuring Switchfoot, 
Thousand Foot Krutch, Tenth Avenue 
North, Newsboys, MercyMe, Relient K, 
Kutless, Family Force 5 and many more 
bands. Speakers include Reggie Dabbs, 
Nick Vujicic and more. • creationfest.
com/nw

SEP 13 • THURSDAY
TobyMac, in concert. Puyallup Concert 
Series, Puyallup Fair Grounds • thefair.
com/concerts, 1-888-559-3247

MAR 21 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

MAR 23-APR 21 (cont.) APR 26-28 • THU-SAT (cont.)



20 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • March 2012 NW www.christianexaminer.com

featured pastors and advocates from 
secular and religious backgrounds. 

Dr. John M. Perkins, a civil rights 
activist, addressed his audience ex-
cited about the new generation and 
challenged them to make certain the 
justice movement is not a fad but a 
revolution.

Rachel Lloyd, author of “Girls Like 
Us: Fighting for a World Where Girls 
Are Not For Sale,” shared her own 
personal stories of sexual exploitation. 
Out of her past she founded the em-
powerment organization GEMS: Girls 
Educational and Mentoring Services.

“I am not defi ned by the pain I went 
through,” Lloyd said. “I am defi ned by 
the woman I am, the people I love.”

JUSTICE…
Continued from page 1

Because of basketball Katie, one 
of the top high school recruits in the 
country, will go to the University of 
Washington on a full scholarship. 

She is rated the No. 4 player at her 
position nationally (No. 21 overall) 
by ESPN HoopGurlz, and is one of 
the highest ranked incoming players 
in Washington history. She recently 
became the career leading scorer for 
Seattle Christian School.

Because of her Christian faith, 
she’s inspired. Her story has been 
in the Seattle newspapers and on 
the local TV news.

“She’s touched so many people,” 
said Carol Ridings, an administra-
tor at Seattle Christian. “Hundreds 
of people have called the TV sta-
tions after they saw the program 
about her. They’d say, ‘I’m also a 
cancer patient, and because of her 

COLLIER
Continued from page 1

I’m going to fi ght.’ She encouraged 
people she didn’t even know.”

Two days before playing her fi nal 
game for Seattle Christian, Katie lay 
in her bed at home unable to go to 
school, tired from that morning’s 
chemo treatment. But she was on 
the basketball court that Saturday 
afternoon, running up and down 
the court.

“She couldn’t go to school be-
cause she was in so much pain,” her 
mother Ann Collier said. “I don’t 
know how she does it. She just 
keeps going.”

Katie decided she’d play basket-
ball while she was receiving treat-
ment. Initially, she was told she 
was going to have to wear a surgi-
cal mask and was given a list of 
“could nots.” She couldn’t go out 
in public, couldn’t hug people and 
couldn’t go to the theater.

“Then the doctor said, ‘No. No. 
No. No,’” Ann said. “We don’t do 
that to an 18-year-old. If she gets 

sick, we’ll bring her back into the 
hospital. They let her do what she 
wanted to do. They were concerned 
about her mental health.”

Surprisingly, Katie missed only a few 
basketball games and averaged nearly 
16 points a game, leading her team 
to the playoffs. She fi nished her fi nal 
week of treatment in early March and 
will continue taking oral medication 
through April. The type of leukemia 
Katie has has a 95 percent cure rate 
with treatment.

The Colliers are not strangers to 
cancer. Ann is a cancer survivor. She 
went through breast cancer treatment 
two years ago. Moments like this test 
a Christian’s faith, driving them either 
away or closer to God.

“In both cases, with myself and with 
Katie, we felt God was in control,” Ann 
said. “Either you believe it or you don’t 
believe it. That’s where the rubber 
meets the road. If you believe it, then 
you have the hope and the trust.”

As a Christian, it’s easy to walk 

the talk when everything is going 
right. Setbacks and disappoint-
ments, whether it’s a loss in a bas-
ketball game or a doctor bringing 
bad news, reveal a Christian’s faith 
and character—when that faith is 
under the closest scrutiny by skep-
tics and seekers.

“The thing that makes me most 
proud of is that Katie’s let this be an 
opportunity to shine for God,” Mark 
said. “She’s expressed her faith and 
hope she has in Jesus Christ.”

Moments like this in a Christian’s life 
can do one of two things: drive them 
away from God or drive them to their 
knees. The Colliers know that becom-
ing a Christian doesn’t mean everything 
is going to go perfectly.

“We pulled together as a family, as a 
community with our church, with our 
friends at Seattle Christian,” Mark said. 
“There was such an outpouring of sup-
port. We felt the thunder of everyone 
dropping to their knees and praying 
when they heard the news about Katie.”  

Maybe what’s most amazing about 
Katie isn’t what she’s done on the bas-
ketball court. It’s what she’s done off 
the court, in a hospital bed.

“Katie’s journey has been one of 
strength, courage, stamina and a true 
inspiration for anyone who has fol-
lowed her amazing story,” Ridings said. 
“Katie exemplifi es courage, faith and 
strength. She continues to be an excel-
lent Christian role model for children 
and adults alike.”

Ann said, “Katie touches people’s 
lives all the time.”

Katie has known success. She’s the 
fi rst McDonald All-American to sign 
with the UW. But she also knows that 
God loves her even when she’s weak 
and sick in a hospital bed.

“As a dad, you just want to take 
all this away,” Mark said. “You want 
to protect. You want God to just 
remove this. It’s moments like this 
you realize how little control you 
have in life. We think we have con-
trol, but we really don’t.”

As speakers shared stories of in-
justices, they also shared stories of 
bringing light to the darkness and 
how ordinary people can be part of 
the movement. Activist and founder 
of The Simple Way, Shane Claiborne, 
encouraged his listeners to take their 
deepest passions and connect them to 
the world’s deepest pain.

President and CEO of World Relief, 
Stephan Bauman, lauded the audience 
for attending the conference.

“You come because you’re coura-
geous,” he said. “To take a look at suf-
fering and not turn your head.”

As the conference progressed and 
its attendees became more aware and 
inspired, best-selling author of “Crazy 
Love,” Francis Chan, solidifi ed the 
message of justice as the last speaker 
of the weekend.

“Don’t let anyone talk you out of the 

passion you feel right now,” he said.
Wearing a T-shirt that read, “do. 

justice,” Chan engaged the audience 
with scripture and spoke about not 
only reading what the Bible says, but 
also living it out; to read it simply and 
take it literally.

Other speakers included Ben Co-
hen of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream; Rick 
McKinley of Imago Dei Community in 
Portland; author Walter Brueggemann; 
professor Miroslav Volf; author Rich-
ard Twiss; and Maddy deLone of the 
Innocence Project. 

The conference included a variety 
of performers including spoken-word 
performer Micah Bournes and Seattle 
band Jubilee, whose motto is “Do what 
you love to undo what you hate.” The 
band uses all of its music sales to fi ght 
modern slavery, and their project Arts 
Aftercare brings healing through music 

to survivors of human traffi cking at 
local and international safe homes.

More than 180 non-profi t orga-
nizations were represented in the 
exhibition hall, including One Day’s 
Wages from Seattle, a new grassroots 
movement to alleviate extreme global 
poverty.

In just two short years The Justice 
Conference has grown into a well-
known name. In its inaugural year 
1,000 people attended the conference 
in Bend, followed by the 4,000 this year 
in Portland. It was announced during 
the conference that the third annual 
conference will take place in Philadel-
phia on Feb. 22-23, 2013.

“We may not be able to fi x the world, 
but we can change it,” Wytsma said.

For more information visit www.
thejusticeconference.com.

Ken Wytsma is the founder of The 
Justice Conference and lead pastor of 
Antioch Church in Bend, Ore


