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Local pastor pleads
guilty to Ponzi scheme
IRS agent offers advice on how not to
get scammed by someone you trust
By Gail Wood
TUKWILA — He was their pastor, the man they trusted.
But Anthony Morris, pastor of
New Covenant Christian Center
in Tukwila, took advantage of that
trust, bilking two-dozen people
from his church out of at least
$1.6 million. He pleaded guilty
in January to charges related to a
Ponzi scheme.
Since 2003 the 48-year-old Morris told people he’d invest their
money and guaranteed them a
quick profit. But the money was
never invested.
Unfortunately, experts say that
Christians are often the unsuspecting victims of Ponzi schemes.
“As a special agent, I’ve seen a
lot of Ponzi schemes in the last 10
years,” said Daniel Wardlaw, special agent and public information
officer for the IRS criminal investigation. “A lot of them have some
kind of church connection.”
Wardlaw wasn’t sure why that’s
often a common denominator.
“I’m guessing that people of
faith tend to be more trusting,”
said Wardlaw, who considers himself a person of faith. “Anybody
who comes to you and quotes Bible passages or someone who has
been in your church for a while, I
think you tend to be a little more
trusting of them.”
It’s that trust that can result
in people being victimized like
Morris did with people from his
church.
Wardlaw had several suggestions on how to avoid being
scammed by a Ponzi scheme and

how to avoid losing thousands of
dollars.
First, get professional advice.
Don’t be deceived by that promise of making lots of money.
“When someone offers you an
investment plan, don’t take it at
face value,” Wardlaw said. “Go to
a CPA or a tax attorney or finanPHOTO BY BOB HORN

If it sounds
too good to
be true, it
probably is.
cial adviser.”
Historically, the annual return
on stock market investments is
about eight to 12 percent. Anything that exceeds that dramatically should be a red flag.
“If it sounds too good to be
true, it probably is,” Wardlaw said.
Knowing the person who is
offering a get-rich scheme isn’t
enough. Morris took advantage
of people who knew him.
“Whenever someone comes
to you with an investment proposal, run it by a second set of
eyes,” Wardlaw said. “Get another opinion from a professional.
Somebody who makes their living
in the world of finances and is a
little more investment savvy.”

Northwest Ministry Conference attendees get recharged for ministry with prominent keynote speakers, hundreds of
ministry experts, times of worship and entertainment.

Pause to Refresh
Mega ministry conference
returns to Overlake Church
By Elizabeth Griffin
REDMOND — The Northwest
Ministry Conference is the largest and most inclusive conference
west of the Mississippi, according
to founder and organizer Gary
Dixon. “It is unique in that it is the
one conference a church can go
to and bring all of their pastors,
leaders and volunteers, because
we have categories of workshops
for every ministry,” he said.
Since 1999, the conference
has grown from 600 attendees to
more than 3,000, representing
more than 440 churches. Participants this year will have 380
workshops to choose from and

190 speakers to listendee and memten to on subjects
ber of the board
including youth,
of
directors.
children,
family
“Different singand senior minisers, publishing
tries; worship; crisis
groups, counselpregnancy counselors and ministries
ing, foster parenthold workshops
ing and adoption;
to share informawriting and pubtion about themlication;
church
selves, with hopes
architecture; and Mike Howerton, pastor of host that the churches
much more.
represented will
church Overlake Christian
“There are lots Church, is a keynote speaker
ask them to come
of ministries you for the conference.
and speak. If you
would never think
are in charge
of. This conference opens your of the women’s retreat at your
mind to possibilities,” said Gigi
Murfitt, a longtime conference atSee CONFERENCE, page 2

See PONZI SCHEME, page 5

Divvying up the Dollars
Ministry offers guidance with managing personal finances
By Jennifer Ferrero
PUGET SOUND — Lynda
Whittle loves to share the story
of her sister’s financial triumph
with those she counsels, because
it demonstrates what happens
when someone releases monetary
control to God.
Whittle, the Western Washington and Alaska area director for
Crown Financial Ministries, and
her sister weren’t close while
growing up. However, one day
Whittle’s sister, Peggy, called her
in a panic.
“She was behind in car pay-

ments, student loans, rent, utilities and medical bills,” said Whittle. “She was only working 30
hours a week.”
As a financial counselor, Whittle talked with her sister, added
up what she owed, and took a
look at her income.
“It was hopeless,” said Whittle,
but instead of giving up and advising her sister to file bankruptcy, she did something that most
wouldn’t conceptualize in that
situation.
“I advised her that she should
write a check for ten percent to
the church and start tithing,”

Whittle said. Although her sister
argued that by giving money to
the church, she wouldn’t be able
to pay her bills, she did it anyway.
Over several Sundays of regular church attendance and tithing, Peggy’s situation started to
improve. Money to pay bills came
from different sources, and eventually the church ended up giving
Peggy a much-needed car. Her
faith was restored as she saw her
obedience bring transformation
in her life.
Spending and saving for the
See FINANCES, page 3
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CONFERENCE…
Continued from page 1
church, for example, and you are
looking for a speaker, this is a great
place to find one.”
Dixon is always on the lookout
for new trends and unmet needs in
ministry, along with the best speakers to invite to the conference. This
year’s list of keynote speakers looks
like a list of who’s who in Christian
ministry in North America, he said.
It includes Greg Stier, founder of
Dare to Share, the number one
youth outreach organization in the
world; Mark Matlock, president of
Youth Specialties; Mike Howerton,
lead pastor of Overlake Church;

www.christianexaminer.com

Rick Bundschuh, pastor of the largest church on the island of Kauai
and writer of the movie “Soul Surfer”; Gary Gulbranson, senior pastor
of Westminster Church in Bellevue;
and Jesse Rice, author of “The
Church of Facebook.”
In addition to top speakers, the
dove-nominated group Redemption Road will lead worship, and
there will be comedy performances
on Friday and Saturday nights with
Tim Hawkins as well as Barnes and
Miner, a husband and wife comedy
team.
The Northwest Ministry Conference hosts more than 100 Christian
exhibits from all over the nation.
These resources present conference goers with information and

Rick Bundschuh, pastor of Kauai Christian Fellowship, is one of the keynote
speakers. Bundschuh is the author of “Soul Surfer,” the story of Bethany
Hamilton who lost her arm to a shark attack at the age of 13, yet has gone on to
become a world-class surfer.

What:

Northwest Ministry
Conference
380 workshops and
190 speakers on all
aspects of church
ministry
When: March 22-24
Where: Overlake Christian
Church, Redmond
Register or view the 60-page
program: ministryconference.org
services available from publishers,
mission organizations, musicians,
Christian supply companies, financial trainers, insurance corporations, architects, universities, seminaries and more.
On Thursday, the conference will
offer two-hour intensive sessions on
a variety of topics, including tracks
on ministry to specific age groups,
as well as intergenerational and
family ministry. The official conference days of Friday and Saturday
begin with large group morning
sessions where attendees spend
time in worship, followed by a
word of encouragement and short
previews of workshops. Then it is
non-stop workshops, according to
Murfitt.
“My goal for the conference every year is to make churches aware
of new ideas and to encourage
them so they can become more successful in reaching their communities for Christ,” said Dixon. “We’re
not trying to sell a franchise, we’re
trying to help your church look like
its community.”
Dixon was a full-time pastor before the Northwest Ministry Conference became so large that it
required all of his time. Having
worked in the ministry, he understands the struggles that many pas-

Comedian Tim Hawkins will be joined by funny men Bob Smiley and John Branyan
for a full-length concert Friday night at 7:30pm. The special ticketed event is
open to the public. Hawkins will also perform for the conference during the day.

tors and leaders face.
“What I hear all the time is, ‘I
came to this conference because
I’m worn out; I just want to quit,’”
said Dixon. “So I have the same
goals every year. No. 1, to be so
impactful that people won’t quip
their ministry and No. 2, to give
people such terrific ideas that they
are encouraged to go home to their

church and put those into practice in the coming year. As of last
year, the Northwest is not the leastchurched area in the nation. I like
to think that this conference can
take a little credit for that.”
The Northwest Ministry Conference takes place on March 22
through 24 at Overlake Church in
Redmond.
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FINANCES…
Continued from page 1
future is something everyone
should do, said Whittle, acknowledging that even then managing
money can be a stressor in relationships.
“A saver will marry a spender
to not become a hoarder,” Whittle said. “A spender will marry a
saver to not go out of control.”
A ministry that educates
Crown Financial Ministries
works with organizations and
individuals to provide education and guidance about better
financial management. But for
Crown, it’s less about managing
finances and more about being
proper stewards of what God has
provided.
Dave Ramsey, a national name
in financial management and
planning, is commonly brought
up within the work that Whittle
does in Western Washington and
greater Seattle. But she says that
there is a big difference.
“Dave Ramsey teaches biblical
financial principles through behavior modification,” said Whittle. “Crown is different. We teach
behavior modification only after
we change the heart. Money becomes their God, and so we need
to transform their hearts. The
behavior modification happens
after the heart is changed.”
Crown offers seminars and provides kits for small group study to
help all ages understand what the
Bible says about money and stewardship.
Stewardship is the principle
that everything a person has belongs to God, Whittle explained.
Individuals are merely stewards
of what he has brought into their
lives. Crown teaches that “stewardship is a method of handling
finances from a biblical perspective.”
A pastor’s perspective
Pastor Steve Wilhite of Lake
Tapps Christian Church in Bonney Lake, Wash., is very familiar
with the ministry of Crown. He
has offered two Crown seminars
to his congregation of 150.
Wilhite says that God owns everything and that in most discussions about money “people think
if they make more money it will
fix their problems.” But, he emphasizes most people just need a
reality check.
“You have to know where your
money goes,” said Wilhite, “you
have to look at reality. Budgeting and being honest about how
much you eat out, for example,
helps with planning. Crown does
a nice job of gently working us
into the reality of money.”
Whittle said that tithing plays
into stewardship through the relinquishment of monetary control through giving, which is what
God wants us to do.
“One thing people get wrapped
up in is ‘I am in debt,’” said Whittle. “‘I should put my money
toward paying debt off or to savings’—but really, giving is the key,
and it takes your dependence off
of yourself and solely on God.
Once you do that, God is able
to go to work in your finances in
amazing ways. God wants to make
sure people aren’t using money
as their idol, and the only way to
do that is by giving it away.”
People often find it challenging
to have others review their finances, Whittle added. “We guard our
financial matters as private, but it
is always good to give others permission to look into what you are

Lynda Whittle is the Western
Washington and Alaska area director
for Crown Financial Ministries.

doing to ensure that they line up
with what God says about it. God
is big, and it’s never too late to ask
for help.”
At Lake Tapps Christian
Church, Wilhite tells a story of
one couple in the congregation.
They had gone through hard
times as individuals but, after

Many churches provide classes that follow the curriculum from Crown Financial Ministries. The classes teach how to
manage one’s personal finances including the principle of tithing.

meeting in a drug addiction program held at the church, they
“met Jesus” and subsequently got
married.
They relied on church support
and trusting God with their tithes
as they got back on their feet. But
even though they’ve been faithful, Wilhite said that recently the
woman came to him on a Sunday

and told him that she tore up
their offering check that morning.
“When you lose everything, you
are always afraid of it happening
again,” the woman said.
“Even though they’ve seen
God’s provision, it doesn’t mean
their faith is endless,” said Wilhite.

What does Whittle believe to
be the key to better understanding finances and stewardship?
It’s to read the Bible, pray, and
continually communicate about
your finances with openness and
honesty.
For information about Crown
Ministries, visit www.crown.org.
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Morality and the economy: No separating the two
The next election should be all
about the economy, right? Wrong
in spades!
During the seemingly endless
build-up to the Iowa caucuses,
there was one consistent refrain repeated over and over. It’s like the
big lie—the more you keep repeating it, the more people are going to
believe it, but it remains a lie.
The lie was simply this: that the
political parties have to choose between social issues and economic
issues. This year, the media and
the party machines are telling us
ad nauseam that the only issue that
matters is the economy.
So any candidate who wants to
win the White House should just
shut up about things like marriage,
the sanctity of life, religious liberty,
and those other annoying issues
that distract us from focusing on

jobs and the economy.
But that’s crazy! Doesn’t anybody
get the connection between the social issues and economics issues?
One candidate who does, Rick
Santorum had the courage to link
the two in one of the Iowa town
hall meetings. (And before I go
on, please, folks, I’m not endorsing
him or anyone. I never do.)
Here’s what Senator Santorum
said:
“Yes, [the election is] about growth
and the economy, [but] it’s also about
what is at the core of our country .
. . faith and family. You can’t have a
strong economy, you can’t have limited
government if the family is breaking
down and we don’t live good, moral,
and decent lives.”
Precisely right. And what does he
get for his remarks? Backhanded
compliments for his showing in

Iowa and a stern warning from, among others, the conservative
National Review:
Here’s what the National Review wrote
online: “In a general
election…where the
focus is almost certainly going to be on
economic issues, it is
questionable whether
Chuck
Santorum’s relentless
focus on social issues will play well
with independent voters, especially
in the crucial suburbs.”
Hogwash. If the nation’s current economic crisis has taught us anything, it’s
that a healthy economy cannot thrive in
the midst of moral breakdown. Ethical
failures on Wall Street, Main Street,
and Capitol Hill put us into this mess
we’re in today, as I’ve said many times

before.
But how about
some facts? Take incarceration rates—
something Santorum
has alluded to and
I’ve seen with my
own
eyes—“Young
men who grow up
in homes without fathers are twice as likely to end up in jail as
Colson
those who come from
traditional two-parent families.”
And “70% of juveniles in state-operated institutions come from fatherless homes.”
How about education? 71% of
all high school dropouts come
from fatherless homes. And children from low-income, two-parent
families outperform students from
high-income, single-parent homes.

I could go on and on.
Do you think that crime rates,
incarceration, low educational
achievement, out of wedlock births,
affect the economy and government spending? Of course they do,
and the statistics prove this!
If you want a healthy, thriving economy you’ve got to have a strong moral
societal foundation. And any so-called
“conservatives” who think otherwise
are simply deluding themselves; the
two issues simply can’t be separated
As Christians, we can’t buy into the lie
that we can separate economic prosperity from moral behavior. And we can’t
be afraid to hold the candidates’ feet
to the fire on this, either.
© 2012 Prison Fellowship.
Reprinted with permission.
“BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is
a radio ministry of Prison Fellowship.

Time to run a ‘Tebow’ media option play
Even fair-minded
many of whom would
liberals, of which
now be productive,
there must be a few,
taxpaying citizens, by
should acknowledge
taking a pro-choice
that the (January 7
stance on abortion?”
and 8) “blitz” of the
This is how it works:
Republican
presiif you are a journalist
dential candidates by
who clearly favors the
ABC and NBC correre-election of Presispondents looked like
dent Obama, you ask
a play designed by the
questions of RepubCal Thomas
left wing of the Demolicans in an effort to
cratic Party.
make them look foolish, forcing
Clearly the questions by ABC’s them to address subjects other
George Stephanopoulos and Diane than the economy and threats to
Sawyer about contraception and national security. When you quessame-sex marriage were asked to tion Democrats, you ask questions
trap the GOP candidates into deliv- people care most about and usually
ering sound bites that the Obama allow the answer, however inaccure-election campaign could use rate, to go unchallenged.
against the eventual nominee and
During the January 8 NBC
the party at large. These were the News/Facebook debate on “Meet
types of accusatory questions that the Press,” the conservative Media
would never be asked of a Demo- Research Center (mrc.org) found
cratic president. One would not that, “Out of the 41 questions diexpect to hear, for example, a ques- rected to the six Republican presition like this to President Obama: dential candidates..., 25 of them
“Mr. President, millions of babies were from the left, 13 questions
have been legally aborted in this were neutral, mainly about the
country since 1973; how can you so campaign horse race and electabilicallously dismiss unborn children, ty, and only three questions pressed

These were the types of
accusatory questions that
would never be asked of a
Democratic president.
the candidates from the right.”
On “60 Minutes” in December,
correspondent Steve Kroft delivered this fat softball to President
Obama: “Since the midterm elections, you made an effort at bipartisanship. It hasn’t worked out that
way. ... You gave up a lot. You said
you wanted a balanced approach.
You didn’t get it. You cut a trillion
dollars and set up the framework
to cut another trillion plus, and
the Republicans gave up nothing. I
mean, there are people in your own
party who think that you were outmaneuvered, that you were stared
down by John Boehner and Grover Norquist and capitulated. ... It

seems to be all the compromising is
being done by you...”
And so it goes in every modern
election cycle. To the mainstream
media, Republicans are pigheaded
and unwilling to compromise with a
Democratic president (or a Democratic Congress). That’s because in
media-land, only Democrats want
what is best for “real Americans.”
Get it? MSNBC has apparently suspended conservative Pat Buchanan
because that network doesn’t like
his “biases,” but Democratic biases
are just fine with management.
None of this will change as long
as liberals continue to dominate
major media.

Instead of complaining, which
changes nothing, Republicans
should run the equivalent of a
Tebow option play. They should
refuse to participate in any more
dog-and-pony shows designed to
trip them up. Instead, they should
create their own panels with an ideological mix of interrogators.
Invite a couple of “wild card”
conservative partisans like Rush
Limbaugh or Sean Hannity to add
to the journalistic mix. If the “Miss
America” contest could invite Limbaugh as a judge in 2010, why can’t the
Republican presidential candidates
invite him, or Hannity, to judge and
question them? The ratings would be
huge and the public would get better
answers to more substantive questions
than the “gotcha” questions they must
now endure.
Perhaps it’s too late for this election cycle, but maybe not. All it
would take is one such event and
the public will instantly see what
it’s been missing. After that there
would likely be no turning back.
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

Criticizing won’t change the world
When it comes to engaging
in public policy and challenging today’s culture, some of the
least successful strategies are
ones built around criticism. The
growing number of churches and
ministries that are constantly
“against something” is a disturbing trend.
Every month, I see an avalanche
of direct-mail campaigns and
magazine articles by organizations
upset about the latest movie, court
decision, TV show and cartoon
series, or mad at the homosexual
community or some other special
interest group.
But while a healthy debate is
the cornerstone of a vibrant democracy, the truth is, just being
critical creates very little change.
After all, as Christians, we of all
people should be known as being
for something.
We’re sharing the greatest story
ever told, but instead of focusing
on that story, we continually get
distracted by turning our focus
on issues peripheral to our real
calling.
Yes, some of these issues are im-

portant. Christians are American
citizens, with every right to vote
our conscience and speak in the
public square. We also have the
right to campaign against candidates or issues for which we disagree. I’m a strong believer in
energetic social discourse, and we
need to speak up.
However, because we’ve focused so much of our time, money and resources lately against
the entertainment industry, political parties, the culture, the media and other groups, the world
is simply turning us off because
we’re just singing the same old
song in the same old way.
It’s quite a paradox that we criticize mainstream news organizations for reporting on negativity,
rather than paying attention to
positive stories of hope. For the
television networks, it’s all about
ratings, and negative, sensational
stories score higher ratings. But
the fact is, especially when it
comes to fundraising, Christians
do the same thing. Those things
that are negative, the lurid and
the evil get a bigger response ev-

ery time.
In fairness, it’s not
just religious organizations that should
be blamed. Political
groups, activists, environmentalists and
others are just as
guilty. Demonizing
an enemy is an easy
way to get the supporters worked up
and the cash register
ringing.

“The Last Temptation of Christ” was
a poor film in 1988
that critics predicted
would fail at the box
office.
Its blasphemous
story brought concerned
Christian
protesters out in
droves. But the boycott campaign by
Phil Cooke
these well-meaning
believers generated so much
press that the film actually beRethink the approach
came a box office success. It’s a
But I suggest we begin rethink- perfect example that sometimes,
ing why we’re here and what our even with highly offensive issues,
real assignment is on the earth. it’s better to let the problem slide
Are we supposed to reach the lost into oblivion rather than help inor complain about the lost?
crease its awareness.
And second, we need to understand that being against some- The magnet of a whisper
thing—even if we’re right—isn’t
I can tell you this—speaking
always the best strategy for actu- from decades of studying the
ally changing the world.
media and culture—if we don’t
Sadly, there are instances learn to put down the protest
where Christian protesting actu- signs, we’ll never make much of
ally helped the very cause they an impact. As a television and
were protesting. For example, film director, I learned long ago
director Martin Scorsese’s movie that if an actor yells all the time,

people turn it off and the performance loses its impact. But when
he speaks quietly, the occasional
shout gets the audience’s attention.
When we do mission work, we
don’t go to a Third World country
and send missionaries to boycott
and protest. We send missionaries to a Third World country to
develop a trust relationship with
the people, and to know and understand them. Through that, we
earn their trust and we develop a
relationship. And yet, we often go
to Hollywood, the BBC or other
networks and we criticize, boycott
or complain.
In other words, if all we do is
complain, the culture will simply
tune us out. At some point we
have to reach out a hand and start
a conversation.
Cooke is a Ph.D, producer and
media strategist. His new book
is “Branding Faith: Why Some
Churches and Non-Profits Impact
the Culture and Others Don’t” by
Regal Publishing. Find out more
at philcooke.com.
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Calling the church
to stand for justice
Annual Justice Conference
to be held in Portland
By Elizabeth Griffin
PORTLAND — Organizers expect more than 3,000 advocates,
entrepreneurs, teachers, leaders,
pastors, students and stay-at-home
moms and dads to attend the second Justice Conference this Feb. 24
and 25 at the Oregon Convention
Center in Portland, Ore.
Ken Wytsma, a pastor in central
Oregon and founder of the Justice
Conference, defines justice as rendering to people what is due and
being in a right relationship with
God and others. When traced back
to its Latin roots, the word is synonymous with righteousness.
It is a concept that in recent years
has been associated strongly with
following a social gospel, which
has caused some evangelicals to shy
away from the issue, according to
Wytsma.
“The [main message] of the conference is to communicate to people that justice is not just a good
thing, it is a theological necessity. It
is not optional,” said Wytsma.
Last year’s Justice Conference
was a huge success for several reasons, according to Wytsma. Supported by more than 100 pastors
in the Portland area, it brought
together several hundred organizations that work for justice throughout the world, rather than focusing
on one issue or ministry. Speakers

PHOTO BY SAM STRINGER/CREATION NORTHWEST

Pastor Ken Wytsma is the founder of
the Justice Conference.

talked about the theology and philosophy of justice, taking the issue
deeper than any individual cause.
“The idea is to bring together a
whole lot of people, lay level as well
as professionals, to learn from and
encourage one another—people
that care about justice,” Wytsma
said.
Keynote speakers at the conference this year include Rachel Lloyd, founder of Girls
Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS), an organization
that works to end sex trafficking;
Richard Twiss, a Native American
theologian; Francis Chan, bestselling author of “Crazy Love”
and “Forgotten God” and host of
the BASIC.series; and Dr. John
Perkins, longtime American civil
rights activist, among others.
For more information, visit www.
thejusticeconference.com

Disciple performs on the Fringe Stage at the Creation Northwest 2011 festival. They are returning for 2012.

Creation Northwest announces
lineup for summer festival
By Elizabeth Griffin
PUYALLUP — Start planning
ahead for Creation 2012 now. The
town of Enumclaw will once again
host the west coast’s version of the
nation’s largest Christian music
festival on July 18 through 21. The
expansive fairgrounds at the foot
of Mount Rainier provide plenty
of space for campers and festivalgoers to enjoy today’s top Christian
performers, speakers and worship
leaders in a beautiful setting.
The main stage is where the big
acts perform nightly during the
festival. This year visitors will enjoy
Switchfoot, Thousand Foot Crutch,
Tenth Avenue North, Salvador,
Newsboys, Mercy Me, Red, Kutless,

PONZI SCHEME…
Continued from page 1
Another precaution Wardlaw
offered is to avoid secretive investments where you have trouble
understanding how you get your
money back. It should make sense
to you.
Wardlaw has witnessed several
Ponzi schemes in the past 10 years.
Five people, including a man who
had been a pastor, were prosecuted
in Portland after a scam that racked

Kye Kye and many other favorites.
Fringe stage artists this year include Brian “Head” Welch, Disciple, Supertones, Project 86, Shonlock and Children 18:3.
Although the lineup for the Indie Stage is still in the works, Creation has announced the winner
of its 2011 CFA National Talent
Search Competition. The Lost
Colors, a band from Wichita, Kan.,
was chosen, having earned a reputation for catchy melodies, groovy
rhythms and fun dance beats. As
winners, the band will play at Creation Northwest this summer.
Artists for the Kid’s Stage, Worship Stage and Late Night Stage
have yet to be announced, but featured speakers include the engag-

ing Nick Vujicic along with Duffy
Robbins, Reid Saunders, Reggie
Dabbs and Tony Nolan.
Creation Northwest is a popular
event for youth groups and families. Groups of 20 or more receive
great discounts for admittance
and premium reserved campsites.
Youth leaders have access to a special room where they can network,
fellowship, and enjoy exclusive sessions with the performing artists.
On the East Coast, the Creation Festival will take place in Mt.
Union, Pa., June 27 to 30.

up $170 million in losses.
“I don’t think someone’s title,
position or your familiarity with
them should allow you to let your
guard down just because you know
them,” Wardlaw said.
Morris told investors that their
money would be put into overseas
trading and promised returns of up
to 400 percent. But Morris simply
used money from later investors to
pay off earlier investors.
Morris, who has promised to pay
his victims back but hasn’t, is scheduled be sentenced on April 27. He

faces up to 30 years in prison for
wire fraud and money laundering.
“I don’t want to pick on him
personally,” Wardlaw said. “But if
we can keep people from being
victimized by any fraud of any
type, whether it’s a Ponzi scheme
or someone trying to promote illegal tax schemes, then that would
be good.”

To find out more about Creation
Festival and stay informed on the
lineup of musicians and performers,
visit www.creationfest.com.

More information about Ponzi
schemes can be found at investor.
gov/investing-basics/avoidingfraud/types-fraud/ponzi-scheme.
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Ministry entrepreneur uses Internet to link
Christians to information, friends and deals
By Lori Arnold
PASADENA, Calif. — The Bible doesn’t record how long it
took Paul’s letters to arrive to
his beloved churches. Suffice
it to say the travel time was
probably measured in weeks
and not milliseconds.
But even then, Paul understood the concept of using the
marketplace to minister, something he did while tentmaking.
And when it comes to ministry
models, Terry Warren thinks
Paul is a great man to model.
“I’m kind of like Paul that way,”
the Southern Calif. resident said. “I
do the ministry of the gospel, but I’m
involved in marketplace ministry.”
While Paul’s reach was restricted
because of limited travel options,
Warren said he’s blessed by easy access to the information superhighway, which he is using to connect
Christians worldwide.
To that end, Warren launched
Only God’s Finest website in 2009.
“I saw the world had created
Google and YouTube, and I realized there really was not something
like that for the Christian community,” he said. “I was wanting a site
that provides insight and education
about the Kingdom.”
The non-denominational site,
he said, was designed as a clearinghouse for people seeking information on all aspects of Christianity,
from salvation to denominational
nuances, resources on the Holy
Spirit and general information on

counseling, health, worship, the
Scriptures and general news articles. It’s a place, he said, to minister
to body, mind, soul and spirit.
“In Malachi, it says the people
perish for a lack of knowledge,”
Warren said. “The media is key to
reaching the lost in the end times.
Jesus says don’t take your light and
put in under a bushel.”
Tapping into software he developed for his online natural health
company, Only Nature’s Finest,
Warren said he began to cull information from a variety of ministry
sources, including his own business
site.
“One area where the church really lacks is in health issues,” the Pasadena resident said. “(Only God’s
Finest) has tremendous functionality for people to do research. We
have counseling resources for those

who are grieving or for whatever
addiction they are dealing
with, whether it be alcohol,
drugs or something else.
Some of the information
is posted directly on his
website, and other resources are provided through
links to other sites.
“It’s growing every day,”
said Warren, a Bible college
graduate who enjoys preaching at evangelistic outreaches
locally and abroad.
In addition to articles
and other text-driven resources, Warren said he’s
committed to using video because
of its interactive nature.
“I believe very much in video,” he
said. “The average person does not
sit down and read. People can relate
to video more than they can articles.”
Just as technology constantly
develops, Warren said he is always
trying to update his site to keep it
relevant.
“We are now going to start development of a whole separate section
for youth because I believe youth
are the future,” he said.

Christian social networking
A year after launching Only God’s
Finest, Warren said he decided to
expand communication opportunities for Christians by starting a faithbased social networking site similar

Matthew House

“Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them.” — Hebrews 13:3

Help us by calling today! 360-794-8720
Your donation can be mailed to: P.O. Box 201, Monroe, WA 98272
Matthew House assists families of people incarcerated in WA prisons with child care,
counseling and referral services, clothing and food donations.
We also provide services that keep families close to incarcerated relatives.
There are three apartments where families can stay for two to three nights
when visiting an offender at Monroe Corrections Center.

www.matthewhousemonroe.org

to Facebook. Called “Kingdom Konect,” Warren said he was looking
to create a secure site for Christians
to communicate. He said postings
there are pre-screened, making it
an ideal place for pastors to be able
to communicate to their congregations. Pastors can also use the site
to post daily devotions and prayer
requests for their flocks.
“It’s a safe place for teens to communicate with one another without
the influences of the world being a
part of it,” he said, adding that he
had homeschoolers in mind when
he developed the concept.

Discounted shopping
Last year, Warren said he decided to take his web outreach to the
next level by launching the Kingdom Buyers Club, a concept he described as an online Costco.
“Within the body of Christ we
spend millions and millions of dollars on goods and services and yet
we don’t provide a place for those
Christian businesses to promote
that,” he said. “It is one of the largest and one of the most loyal demographics in America.
Through the club, shoppers
can select from more than 7,000
discounted items, Warren said. As
an outreach to pastors, the site offers free annual memberships to
the clergy. All others are offered a
free 60-day trial on the site. Annual

memberships are $20.
“We provide products and services that are on the Internet, as well
as local businesses which provide
discounts,” he said.
To help local churches, Warren
said Kingdom Buyers Club gives a
percentage of sales back to the local
churches of individual shoppers. A
portion of the annual memberships
also goes back to the churches.
Self-funded project
Warren said he believes the concept is a trifecta for Christians,
who save money; the businesses,
which get a new customer base; and
churches, which get money back.
Warren said funding for the suite
of sites has come from profits from
his natural health business and
through online merchandise sales
and advertising.
Future plans include launching
Only God’s Finest TV, which would
include an Internet channel, cable
and satellite. The line-up would
include shows on health, ministry
and other Christian programming.
“I believe over a period of time
we will become one of the dominant means of communicating
through the body of Christ,” he
said. “We want to create tools and
avenues that they can use and be a
platform that God can use.”
For more information on the
Internet offerings, visit:
www.onlygodsfinest.com
www.kingdomkonect.com
www.kingdombuyersclub.com
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Daniel Pryor, MA, LMHC
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Transform by discipleship
Transformation comes through
the experience of personal
growth, discipleship and education intended to equip students
for a lifetime of career and ministry leadership. Our distinction
is characterized by mentoring
relationships—faculty to student
and student to student. Corban’s focus is on
discipling—educating Christian
students who will
make a difference
in the world for
Jesus Christ.
The members
of the Corban
community are
passionate about
integrating career learning
with a biblical
worldview. Our
motto, Dedicating Heart and
Mind to God, is a very real part
of our process.
We’re an independent Christian university in Salem, Ore.,
and Tacoma, with more than 50
majors and programs of study.
Along with traditional and adult
degree undergraduate programs,
we offer graduate degrees in
education, business, ministry
and counseling. Our MBA is
entirely online, and adult degree
programs offer online and oncampus formats.
The School of Ministry, with
a satellite location in Tacoma, is
designed to provide workable

formats and program offerings
that simplify post-graduate work
for busy ministry leaders.
Corban is also partnering in
an exciting international program at Indonesia’s Universitas
Pelita Harapan which prepares
the next generation of Christian
teachers to impact that country.
Corban’s programs are accredited by the Northwest Commission
on Colleges and
Universities. It is
ranked by U.S.
News & World
Report as ﬁfth in
the West’s Best
Regional Colleges
for 2011. Corban
has been ranked in
the Top Ten in the
West for Regional
Colleges the last ten years in that
category, and is the only Christian university in the Northwest
to be ranked in the West’s Top 10.
Corban is a member of the
Cascade Collegiate Conference
and is affiliated with the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), and
the National Christian College
Athletic Association (NCCAA).
Corban offers 13 intercollegiate
sports where athletes have captured 12 conference and six National Christian College Athletic
Association (NCCAA) national
championships over the past
ten years.

…[we] are
passionate
about
integrating
career learning
with a biblical
worldview.

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is
launching leaders for Christ
Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry
College has, in its eventful first
decade, grown into an influential
evangelical college attracting highcaliber Christian students from all
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic
programs, exclusive apprenticeships
in Washington, D.C. and beyond
and championship debate culture
prepare leaders for high level service
in the public square, and led to its
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a
recently published book.
Located in Purcellville, Va., less
than an hour from Washington,
D.C., Patrick Henry College is
a classical Christian liberal arts
college created for students seeking an academically demanding
education at a school forged from
America’s founding principles and
powered by passionate Christian
discipleship.
Its unique proﬁle, combining
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with
a distinctly Christian worldview,
has produced graduates who today serve at the highest levels of
government, business, the legal
profession, media and academia.
The New Yorker reported in
2005 that Patrick Henry College
students held roughly the same
number of White House internships as Georgetown, which, for a
College of roughly 300 students at
that time, reﬂected the College’s
unusually high standing on Capitol Hill. Employers for whom they
serve agree that PHC students
excel because of their disciplined

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.
Many graduates have gone on
to prestigious graduate schools,
including Harvard,Yale and Columbia law schools, and presently work
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI,
National Geographic, Fox News,
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchoring its mission to infuse the public
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists,
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has
won ﬁve of the past seven ACMA
national moot court championships.
Michael P. Farris, the founder
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely
to build an educational institution,
we wanted to change America.
Most students who come to PHC
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”
Reinforcing its mission to impact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core
curriculums in the country and an
academic foundation built upon
the truth found only in Scripture.
To protect itself from government regulations and thereby
safeguard its liberty to teach from
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its
operations and facilities are funded entirely through donations.
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Carry the call
Academics
At Northwest University, you
will be challenged and encouraged to grow intellectually – in
wisdom – as you encounter the
breadth and depth of our rigorous
academic programs.You have been
given unique gifts and interests. We
offer programs that will help you
develop your aptitudes and talents
in a way that will equip you to make
a different in the future.
Since 1934, Northwest University has successfully prepared
students for service and leadership. Approximately 1,400 students
study in more than 60 academic
programs, including biblical literature, biology (pre-med), business,
church ministries, nursing, psychology, and teacher education.
Northwest University offers
master’s degrees in Counseling
Psychology, International Care and
Community Development, Business Administration, Social Entrepreneurship, Education, Teaching,
Ministry, Missional Leadership, and
Theology and Culture. In addition,
Northwest offers a Doctorate in
Counseling Psychology.
Vision: Carry The Call
Students at Northwest University are challenged, and then
equipped to “Carry the Call.” With
their hearts, to develop compassion
and character. With their heads, to
discover the joy of rigorous study
and mental discipline. And with
their hands, to actively engage the
world around them.

Spiritual growth
Northwest University is committed to the spiritual development of each student. The university community gathers three
times a week for worship and
preaching by a variety of signiﬁcant speakers. Students can participate in a variety of ministries
that reach out to the community
through service, evangelism, and
prayer.
Community
Northwest University is located
on a 56-acre campus on the east
side of Seattle in Kirkland, near
Lake Washington, placing students within minutes of leading
corporate headquarters such as
Microsoft, Starbucks, Amazon,
and Nordstrom. Greater Seattle
has it all, including festivals, museums, parks, lakes, shopping, and
major league sports. The Paciﬁc
Northwest offers some of the best
venues for activities such as skiing,
hiking, climbing, windsurﬁng, biking, and canoeing.
Visit Northwest University
Northwest University offers visit
events throughout the year.Visiting
NU is your chance to experience
university life up close and personal
in a Christian environment.You will
be able to visit actual classes, tour
our campus, worship in chapel,
dine in the cafeteria, meet current
students, and chat with professors.
To ﬁnd out more, please visit us
online at www.northwestu.edu.

A new opportunity
changes everything
Located in the heart of Portland,
Oregon, Warner Pacific’s urban
campus is a springboard into real
world experiences that employers and graduate schools covet. A
close-knit, Christ-centered campus,
affordable tuition around $18,000,
and a culture of authentic Christian
service, make Warner Paciﬁc College one of the best values around.
Thriving professionally not
only means amassing job skills
and networking, but developing
as a person of character as well.
Students can choose from among
27 different majors—including a
unique Urban Studies major—
with an approach to education
that is holistic and personal. An
innovative Humanities core curriculum allows students to wrestle
with tough ethical questions that
don’t have easy answers. They are
challenged to grapple with and
articulate what it means to be a
person of integrity and faith in
an increasingly urbanized world.
In addition to establishing high
academic benchmarks, Warner Paciﬁc embraces its role as a light for
Christ in the city. Community service is central to the Warner Paciﬁc
experience. Through an extensive
network of outreach programs, a
student might ﬁnd themselves reading to schoolchildren one week and
landscaping at a shelter for women
and children the next. Our urban
identity is the organizing principle
behind our work—along with our
Christ-centered ethos and lib-

eral arts curriculum—it is the lens
through which we view our calling.
Warner Paciﬁc’s Missions program creates opportunities to
serve beyond the borders of
Portland. Students are afforded
two major missions trips a year
to countries along the Paciﬁc Rim,
as well as domestic U.S. cities like
San Francisco and Denver.
Through each of these experiences, students thrive in a
community with the freedom to
imagine, think creatively, and to
explore ideas more deeply.
The Warner Pacific campus
radiates year-round with activity, including intramurals, banquets, drama performances, concerts, and multicultural events.
Student-athletes compete in the
NAIA Division II in basketball,
cross-country, golf, soccer, track
and ﬁeld, and volleyball.
Portland frequently ranks as
one of the best places to live in the
United States. With a state-of-the art
bus and light-rail system, you can
take advantage of diverse cultural
and recreational activities throughout the city. In addition, the Paciﬁc
Northwest is a magnate for outdoor
enthusiasts interested in biking,
hiking, rock climbing, skiing, and
windsurﬁng.
The vibrant community, urban
advantage, commitment to Christian service, and willingness to
face life-changing questions head
on make Warner Paciﬁc College
the value leader.

Christian Higher Education Advertising Supplement

NW

February 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 9

10 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • February 2012 NW

Christian Higher Education Advertising Supplement

Training a new
generation of students
The Seattle School of Theology
& Psychology is a learning community dedicated to transformation through the study of text,
soul, and culture. We are training
a new generation of students to
be therapists, pastors, writers,
artists, bloggers, theologians, and
leaders who are devoted to serving God and neighbor through
relationships. They are passionate and purposeful; committed
to both academic excellence and
relational maturity; curious about
the biblical text, the human soul,
and the culture at large.
The Seattle School offers three
transformative degrees. The Master
of Arts in Counseling Psychology
program is offered for students
seeking graduate-level training in
the area of counseling. Believing
that education is a formative process, we are committed to teaching
in intentionally integrative, praxisoriented, and transformational
ways. We teach and practice the
art of psychotherapy as a discipline
insistent upon ﬁnding meaning and
healing in the nature and purpose
of the human encounter.
The Master of Divinity program
emerges from the belief that theology is alive only as it is lived in
community. Our students seek to be
a healing presence within the global
community, developing innovative
leaders in the service of the body
of Christ.
The Master of Arts in Christian
Studies program is designed as an

introduction to understanding the
biblical text, the human soul, and
the complexity of culture. There
are three tracks available in our
Master of Arts in Christian Studies program:
The Creative Art and Theology
Track prepares students for the
prophetic role of the artist within
the church. Students explore the
intersection of theology and art in
order to live into their artistic calling – the transformation of people
and culture through the production
of artwork and creative experiences.
The Global and Social Partnership Track trains students in developing a mutual relationship with
the world based on humility, curiosity, and context while advocating
on behalf of God, humanity, and
creation. Students learn to engage
their local community with a global
perspective, marked by the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, while mindful of the
shift toward a postcolonial context.
The Interdisciplinary Studies
Track offers students improved
skills in interpersonal relationships and an enhancement of the
biblical and theological categories
that undergird the framework of
relationships. This degree offers
holistic training for ministry in the
church while allowing a student to
fully customize their program by
having the most open electives of
any degree program offered.
To learn more about joining us
for a transformational education,
visit theseattleschool.edu.

Fuller Seminary Northwest:
Strong local connections
In the early 1970s, a number
of pastors in Seattle were tired of
seeing parishioners with a call to
ministry having to move away to
attend seminary. The group, led
by noted pastors Robert Boyd
Munger and Homer L. Goddard,
approached Fuller Seminary with
a plea: “We need you here!”Thus
was born Fuller Northwest in
1973, the ﬁrst of Fuller’s regional
campuses.
From its beginnings, the campus has provided just what those
in the Seattle-Tacoma area are
looking for: solid courses offered
at ﬂexible times so that students
can continue to work while getting
a seminary degree. Then as now,
“many of our students have been
in the workforce for a while,” says
Fuller Northwest Director Kim
Anderson.“They come from a range
of professions, denominations, and
ethnicities—which makes for an
eye-opening diversity of perspectives in the classroom.” Anderson
himself was one of those students,
coming in 1991 from a career in real
estate—then joining the campus’s
staff in 1997, and becoming director in 2005.
A landmark development for
Fuller Northwest came in 1992,
when it was the first of Fuller’s
regional campuses to offer the full
MDiv program, enabling students
to completely earn the degree in

Seattle. Today the campus offers
four degrees: the MDiv (Master
of Divinity), MA in Theology, MA
in Christian Leadership, and MA
in Theology and Ministry—all of
which can be earned completely
on-site.
With an enrollment that ranges
from about 150 to 200, Fuller
Northwest offers students signiﬁcant one-on-one time with professors: “We spend a lot of time with
students helping them discern their
call,” Anderson says. Mentoring
opportunities in the local community abound as well. Over its
36 years, in fact, the campus has
maintained the strong connection
with local churches that birthed
it—and today, many Seattle pulpits
are occupied by Fuller graduates.
Reggie Witherspoon (MA ’04),
founding pastor of Mount Calvary
Christian Center in Seattle, says
his experience at Fuller Northwest
“sharpened me up and prepared
me to take my ministry to a whole
new level.” Says Karl Neils (MDiv
’00), senior pastor of the Seattle
Vineyard: “The faculty at Fuller
Northwest did not simply instruct
me—they pastored me in ways
that shaped my understanding and
expression of my gifts as a pastor
and teacher.”
To learn more, visit fuller.edu/
northwest.
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Corban University
5000 Deer Park Drive SE
Salem, OR 97317
(503) 581-8600 • (253) 759-6104
kpease@corban.edu
corban.edu
Corban University is an independent Christian university in Salem, Oregon, with
more than 50 majors and programs of study including professional, liberal arts,
and ministries. Along with traditional and adult degree completion programs
at the undergraduate level, Corban offers graduate teacher licensure programs
and graduate degrees in education, business, ministry and counseling.

Ecola Bible School
P.O. Box 190
Cannon Beach, OR 97110
1-888-436-2552
www.ecola.org
The dynamic difference at Ecola is our focus, which is to help students build a
strong foundation for life (Luke 6:46-49). Ecola offers students an exciting way
to study and apply the Bible. Each week brings two new instructors and two
new subjects. Each instructor is encouraged to make their lessons very practical
and to show how the teaching applies to today’s living. Call Ecola today and
Get a Foundation!

Faith Evangelical College & Seminary
3504 N. Pearl Street
Tacoma, WA 98407
1-888-777-7675 • (253) 752-2020
www.faithseminary.edu
Earn your Bachelor of Arts (Religion, Leadership) online; or Masters degree with
a concentration in Apologetics, New Testament, Leadership Coaching, Christian
Counseling, or Global Leadership. Also the Master of Divinity and the Doctor of
Ministry in Strategic Leadership or Christian Apologetics. Evening classes, modular
training, and distance education. Interdenominational, accredited, affordable, Biblebased. Federal Financial Aid available, also TA/VA for military/veterans.

Fuller Theological Seminary
101 Nickerson St., Suite 330
Seattle, WA 98109
1-800-447-2999 • (206) 284-9000
fts.nw@fuller.edu
www.fuller.edu
Fuller Seminary Northwest, ATS-accredited, is one of the regional campuses of
Fuller Theological Seminary. Serving the Seattle area since 1973, students have
several degree/certificate options: Master of Divinity (MDiv); MA in Theology;
MA in Theology and Ministry; MA in Christian Leadership, and a certificate in
Christian Studies. Learn more about Fuller’s evangelical, multi-denominational,
and multi-ethnic community on Facebook and Twitter.
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Northwest University
5520 108th Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98033
1-800-669-3781
www.northwestu.edu
Since 1934, Northwest University has successfully prepared students for service
and leadership. Northwest offers students a challenging balance of spiritual
enrichment, academic excellence, and practical experience. We offer programs
that will help you develop your aptitudes and talents in a way that will equip
you to make a difference in the future. This is how we can help prepare you to
Carry the Call, with heart, head, and hand.

Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature,
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Portland Bible College
9150 NE Fremont St.
Portland, OR 97220
(503) 255-3540
www.portlandbiblecollege.org
No matter your ministry or life direction, PBC is about preparing you to make
a difference in the world. In an amazing spiritual family atmosphere, you will
receive Biblical impartation and hands-on ministry experience. We offer Associate and Bachelor degrees, featuring a unique finance plan enabling you to
graduate debt-free.

The Seattle School of Theology
& Psychology
2501 Elliott Avenue
Seattle, WA 98121
1-888-977-2002 • (206) 876-6100
theseattleschool.edu
admissions@theseattleschool.edu
The Seattle School of Theology & Psychology is training students in the study of
text, soul, and culture in order to serve God and neighbor through transforming
relationship. We offer three highly academic and deeply rigorous master-level
degrees: M.A. in Counseling Psychology, Master of Divinity, and M.A. in Christian Studies. Learn more about joining us for a transformational education at
theseattleschool.edu/admissions.

Trinity Western University
Multnomah University
8435 NE Glisan Street
Portland, OR 97220
1-800-275-4672
admiss@multnomah.edu
www.multnomah.edu
Get Your Bible. Every college student earns a bachelor’s in Bible and Theology
with a second major in 14 additional programs. The Adult Degree Completion
program offers 2 additional degrees. The Graduate Division offers Master of Arts
degrees in Counseling, Teaching and TESOL. The Seminary offers Master of Arts
degrees in Pastoral Studies and Biblical Studies, M.Div. degrees, and a Th.M degree.

New Hope Christian College
2155 Bailey Hill Road
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 485-1780 • 1-800-322-2638
www.newhope.edu
New Hope ignites your God-given potential to live exceptionally. Creative Arts,
theology, ministry and marketplace leadership, counseling and social services
and much more makes this college a place where you get more than a degree.
You get the DNA of a world changer.

7600 Glover Road
Langley, British Columbia V2Y 1Y1
1-888-GO-TO-TWU
www.twu.ca
With 45 undergraduate and 16 graduate programs to choose from,Trinity Western
University is Canada’s most comprehensive Christian university. TWU’s main
campus is located in Langley BC and an extension campus in Bellingham, WA.
Trinity Western is known for its academic quality and authentic Christian community and has received the highest ranking in Canada - an A+ for“Quality of
Teaching and Learning”in the The Globe and Mail’s Canadian University Report.

Warner Pacific College
2219 SE 68th Avenue
Portland, OR 97215
1-800-804-1510
admissions@warnerpacific.edu
warnerpacific.edu
Warner Pacific is an urban Christ-centered liberal arts college in Portland, Oregon
offering a tight-knit community with a culture of authentic Christian service.
Our expanding academic offerings—with multiple internship, practicum, and
community service opportunities to compliment your education—coupled with
our reduced tuition make Warner Pacific one of the Northwest’s best values.
Warner Pacific College – In the city… for the city.
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New sex-ed standards stir controversy
By Michael Foust
BP News Service
WASHINGTON — Four leading
education organizations have released
national sex-ed standards that encourage fifth-graders to be taught about
sexual orientation and eighth-graders
to learn about gender identity and
the morning-after pill, but many say
the recommendations infringe on
parental rights.
The non-binding standards by the
National Education Association and
three other groups are billed as the
“first-ever national standards” for sexed in schools, and they provide detailed
suggestions for what students should
learn by the second, fifth, eighth and
12th grades. From a social conservative’s standpoint, nearly every page of
the recommendations has something
controversial.
By the second grade, students
are to learn the “proper names for
body parts, including male and female anatomy.” By the fifth grade,
they should learn that sexual orientation is the “romantic attraction
of an individual to someone of the
same gender or a different gender.”
By the end of the eighth grade,
students should be able to “differentiate between gender identity, gender expression and sexual
orientation” and learn about the
morning-after pill, which can cause
abortions. They also should know
how to use a condom, the standards
say. Gender identity is a term that
refers to men and women who, in
essence, believe they were born the
wrong sex. Both gender identity
and gender expression encompass
cross-dressers and transgendereds.
Although the recommendations are
non-binding, the NEA and the other

groups hope they catch on with schools.
Others, though, are hoping schools
simply ignore them.
“In a society where adults are sharply
divided on how to address these issues,
it makes no sense whatsoever for groups
like the NEA to tell our children how
they should think,” said Bob Stith, the
Southern Baptist national strategist for
gender issues and representative of the
convention’s Task Force on Ministry to
Homosexuals.
“The reality is that it has the potential to create serious conflicts between
parents and children. If children are
taught values that are in direct opposition to the biblical values of their
parents, those parents would be put
in an adversarial position with their
own children. This is just simply not a
healthy approach,” added Stith.
According to CitizenLink Education
Analyst, Candi Cushman, it’s important
for parents to understand that this is
a public relations effort for activist
groups and private associations. “This is
not a government mandate,” Cushman
said. “Schools are under no obligation
to carry out these so-called standards.
Cushman believes that these new
guidelines may be used by some schools
as leverage to “undermine parental
rights and expose children to controversial sexual teaching against their
parents’ will.”
More recommendations
Among other recommendations,
the standards say by the fifth grade,
children should be able to:
• “Identify medically accurate
information about female and male
reproductive anatomy.
• “Define HIV and identify some age
appropriate methods of transmission,
as well as ways to prevent transmission.
• “Define sexual harassment and

sexual abuse.”
By the eighth grade, the standards
say students should be able to:
• “Analyze external influences that
have an impact on one’s attitudes
about gender, sexual orientation and
gender identity.
• “Access accurate information about
gender identity, gender expression and
sexual orientation.
• “Communicate respectfully with
and about people of all gender identities, gender expressions and sexual
orientations.
• “Describe the steps to using a
condom correctly.”
The standards say that by the 12th
grade, students should be able to:
• “Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of abstinence
and other contraceptive methods,
including condoms.
• “Differentiate between biological
sex, sexual orientation, and gender
identity and expression.
• “Distinguish between sexual orientation, sexual behavior and sexual
identity.”
Valerie Huber of the National Abstinence Education Association (NAEA)
described the standards as full of
“special-interest agendas.”
“When we set standards, we should
communicate the ideal, the best message to achieve optimal health,” Huber
said. “When a set of guidelines fails to
provide any meaningful emphasis on
optimal health but instead gives priority
to ‘condom negotiation’ skills, we have
not set standards; we have lowered them
and put our children at increased risk.”
The other organizations involved in
writing the standards were the American Association of Health Education,
the American School Health Association and the Society of State Leaders of
Health and Physical Education.

Newspaper Business

FOR SALE
We are looking for a local buyer to take
ownership of the Christian Examiner
Northwest edition.

Candidates’ talk
of faith may not
influence voters
By Russ Rankin
BP News Service
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Presidential candidates who discuss their
faith on the campaign trail may
not be helping their bid for the
nomination, according to a LifeWay Research survey of American
adults.
The online survey asked, “When
a candidate running for office regularly expresses religious conviction
or activity, how does that impact
your vote?”
According to the survey, only 1
in 6 Americans (16 percent) are
more likely to vote for a candidate
who regularly shares his religious
beliefs.
While 30 percent indicate they
would be less likely to vote for a
candidate expressing religious
activity, 28 percent say it would
have no impact on their choice of
candidate. Twenty-one percent of
Americans say it would depend on
the candidate’s religion.
According to age distinctions,
the survey revealed younger Americans ages 18-29 (24 percent) and
ages 30-49 (24 percent) are more
likely to select “depends on the
religion” of the candidate. Those
age 65 and over are the most likely
(37 percent) to say a candidate’s
expression of religious conviction
or activity would have no impact on
their choice of candidate.
“Millennials are not known
for active involvement in matters
and practices of faith,” said Scott
McConnell, director of LifeWay
Research. “Yet this survey reveals
that young adults do have stronger
feelings and that they are more
likely to vote differently depending
on which religious convictions a
candidate expresses.”
Americans who consider themselves to be a born-again, evangelical or fundamentalist Christian
are more likely (28 percent versus
11 percent) to select “more likely
to vote for the candidate” express-

ing religious conviction compared
to Americans who do not share
their religious beliefs. Similarly,
these Christians are more likely to
select “depends on the religion”
compared to those who do not
identify with these beliefs (36
percent versus 20 percent).
Americans who never attend a
place of worship are most likely
(67 percent) to say a candidate’s
expression of religious conviction
or activity would make them “less
likely to vote for a candidate.” Only
3 percent would be more likely to
vote for the candidate.
“Different people get a different
picture in their mind when a political candidate shares or shows their
religious convictions,” McConnell
said. “While some Americans warm
up to this, many don’t see it as a
positive.”
African Americans are most
likely to be put off by a candidate’s religious expression -- just
2 percent say they would be “more
likely to vote for the candidate.”
Hispanic Americans (41 percent) and African Americans (43
percent) indicate they would be
less likely to vote for a candidate
expressing religious conviction
or activity.
“In fact, two-thirds of Americans
who never attend a place of worship
appear to flee from candidates who
repeatedly put their religion in
front of them and 4 in 10 Hispanic
and African American adults take
it as a cue that the candidate is not
for them,” McConnell said.
The survey, conducted Sept. 2326, 2011, sampled an online panel
representing the adult population
of the United States. Responses
were weighted by region, party, age,
race, religion, gender and education to reflect the population. The
completed sample of 2,144 surveys
provides a 95 percent confidence
that the sampling error does not
exceed plus or minus 2.2 percent.
Margins of error are higher in
subgroups.

s %STABLISHED OPERATION WITH  YEAR TRACK RECORD
s 'REAT HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
s 4RANSITION SUPPORT AVAILABLE
s 5PSIDE GROWTH POTENTIAL FOR LOCAL PUBLISHER
s .O INVENTORY OR OVERHEAD
s /PTION TO BE INDEPENDENT OR TO RETAIN AFlLIATION WITH
AWARD WINNING #HRISTIAN %XAMINER NEWSPAPER NETWORK
with editorial, design and website support.
!RE YOU AN ENTREPRENEUR WITH A HEART FOR 'OD $O
YOU WANT TO HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE .ORTHWEST
COMMUNITY $O YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 4HIS MAY
BE YOUR OPPORTUNITY -ODEST INVESTMENT REQUIRED
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Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”
SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. on AM820 KGNW
SUNDAY REPLAY 6:00 PM
Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend
for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the
“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct.

For more information or to order Jan’s free
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”
call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org
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Islamic-majority countries top
Open Doors 2012 World Watch List
SANTA ANA — North Korea tops
the list for the 10th straight year as
the country where Christians face the
most severe persecution, while Islamicmajority countries represent nine of
the top 10 and 38 of the 50 countries
on the annual ranking according to
the 2012 World Watch List.
Afghanistan (2), Saudi Arabia (3),
Somalia (4), Iran (5) and the Maldives
(6) form a bloc where indigenous
Christians have almost no freedom
to openly worship. For the first time
Pakistan (10) entered the top 10,
after a tumultuous year during which
the nation’s highest-ranking Christian
politician, Cabinet Minister Shahbaz
Bhatti, was assassinated for his attempts
to change the blasphemy law.
The rest of the top 10 is composed
of Uzbekistan, Yemen and Iraq. Laos
was the lone country to drop from
the top 10 list, falling from number
ten to twelfth.
Persecution has worsened due to
Muslim extremists, however Open
Doors believes that North Korea
still deserves its No. 1 ranking.
Defiantly Communist, North Korea built a bizarre quasi-religion
around the founder of the country,
Kim Il-Sung. Anyone with “another
god” is automatically persecuted.
The estimated 200,000 to 400,000
Christians in this country must remain deeply underground. An estimated 50,000 to 70,000 Christians
are held in ghastly prison camps.
“How the death of Kim Jong-Il last
month and the coming to power of
his son Kim Jong-Un will affect the
status of Christians in North Korea is
hard to determine at this early stage,”
Open Doors USA President/CEO Dr.
Carl Moeller said. “Certainly the situation for believers remains perilous.
Please pray with me that the Lord will
open up North Korea and there will be
religious freedom to worship the One,

true God, not the gods of Kim Jong-Il
and Kim Il-Sung.”
There are significant moves on
the World Watch List, including Sudan moving up 19 spots to 16 – the
biggest leap of any country from
2011. Nigeria jumped 10 spots to
13 on the list. Egypt, racked by violent protests and upheaval during
the Arab Spring, rose four positions
to 15. Increased Islamic extremism
triggered the upward movement of
Sudan, Nigeria and Egypt.
“Being a Muslim-background believer or ‘secret believer’ Christian
in a Muslim-dominated country is a
huge challenge. Christians often face
persecution from extremists, the government, their community and even
their own families,” said Moeller.
“As the 2012 World Watch List reflects, the persecution of Christians
in these Muslim countries continues
to increase. While many thought the
Arab Spring would bring increased
freedom, including religious freedom for minorities, that certainly has
not been the case so far.”
In July 2011 southern Sudan,
which is mostly Christian, seceded
to become an independent country, called South Sudan, leaving the
Christians of North Sudan much
more isolated under President
Omar al-Bashir. In response to the
loss of the south, al-Bashir vowed
to make constitutional changes to
make his country even more Islamic. The military has attacked Christian communities in battles over
resources with many being killed.
Nigeria remains the country with
the worst atrocities in terms of lives
lost. More than 300 Christians are
on record as being martyred last
year in Nigeria, though the actual
number is believed to be double
or triple that number. The total is
probably greater in North Korea,

but impossible to confirm due to its
isolation. Since 2009 the extreme
Islamic group Boko Haram has destroyed more than 50 churches and
killed 10 pastors in Nigeria.
Egyptian Christians experienced
a disastrous start to 2011 when a
bombing at the Coptic Orthodox
Church of Saint Mark and Pope
Peter in Alexandria killed 21 Christians on New Year’s Day. After the
ouster of President Hosni Mubarak
in February, hopes soared for new
freedoms for all Egyptians. But on
Oct. 9 the military turned on its
own citizens in the Maspero massacre in Cairo, killing 27 Coptic Christian demonstrators. At the close of
2011, Islamist parties flourished in
the November elections, prompting some to speak of an Arab Winter instead of an Arab Spring for
Christians.
China still has the world’s largest persecuted church of 80 million, but it dropped out of the top
20 this year to 21. Last year China
ranked 16 on the list. This is due in
large part to the house church pastors learning how to play “cat and
mouse” with the government.
The good news behind the bad news
of rising persecution is an increase in
church growth, which often results
from the persecution itself.
A pastor in Iran states: “We
wouldn’t be growing if we didn’t
have a price to pay for our witness.”
The WWL is based on a questionnaire devised by Open Doors
to measure the degree of persecution in over 60 countries. The questionnaires are filled out by Open
Doors field personnel working in
the countries, and cross-checked
with independent experts, to arrive
at a quantitative score per country.
Countries are then ranked according to points received.
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Full Service Retreat and Conference Center
Outdoor Education Program
Challenge Course
Chapel • Gym • Lake • Pool
Comfortable Accommodations

SETTING: An ideal retreat setting nestled in the foothills of Mt. Rainier.
MISSION: Our desire is to demonstrate Gods love toward others in a setting
that inspires worship and builds community.
SERVICE: Quality staff, excellent food service, and attentive assistance with
all your event planning needs.

www.tsacamparnold.org • (253) 847-2511
A ministry of The Salvation Army Northwest Division
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Your trusted advisor
to the car business

Michael Redﬁeld
25 years of listening, sharing, and delivering what’s promised
NEW VEHICLES: I quote a “not-to-exceed” price, locate and
deliver just what you asked for, pain- and haggle-free.
PRE-OWNED: I carefully hand-pick the vehicle you describe,
have it inspected, readied, and provide it at the pre-agreed price.

Have you ever failed?
What does God think when you do?
By Scott Noble
“What God Thinks When We
Fail: Finding Grace and True
Success,” by Steven C. Roy
IVP Books, © 2011, 192 pages
How many of us have ever failed
at something? In our fallen world,
every one of us at some point in
our lives has encountered and had
to respond to failure. That failure
might be in our professional lives
or it may be personal, but we’ll all
experience the doubt, grief, loneliness and sometimes even hopelessness that accompany our missteps.
When we fail, however, what does
God think about us—and our specific area of failure?
That’s the question Steven R. Roy
tackles in “What God Thinks When We
Fail: Finding Grace and True Success.”
Roy, who is an associate professor
of pastoral theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield,
Ill., prefaces the book by recounting
his experience as a senior pastor in the
Pacific Northwest. He entered a crisis
in his leadership of the church when
two elders abruptly announced their
resignation, citing Roy’s leadership
and pastoral style.
Roy’s crisis is not unlike many
experienced by Christians each
day. Crisis and failure have become

even more difficult
to tackle in our success-laden culture.
Self-help books line
the shelves of bookstores—including
Christian ones—
telling us how to
succeed in our business, with our money, in our ministry
and in our personal
relationships.
Not experiencing
success has almost
lt iin some
become a character ffault
quarters.
Yet, in our fallen world, we will
experience it, and our response to
it will determine how we grow spiritually, emotionally and personally.
Roy argues that there are several
theological responses to failure,
what he calls a “Truth of Grace.” He
includes in these that not all failure
is sinful, that all sinful failures are
forgiven by God, that God is working to transform us, that failure will
ultimately not define us as Christians and that no failure will “have
the last word in our lives.”
“It is impossible for us to go back
in time and redo the past, such that
our failures never existed,” Roy
writes. “But the good news is that
God redeems them and transforms

them and uses them
for our eternal joy.”
Roy writes in a
conversational tone
and uses many personal
anecdotes
from people who
have experienced—
or been transformed
by—personal failure. While
the book focuses
mainly on those in
ministry, the theological and personff
all llessons offered
are helpful to all
readers.
One of the book’s most compelling sections is its last chapter:
“Helping Others.”
“If it is true that all of us will experience failure and that it’s not a question of if but of when and how, then
by extension this is true not only for
ourselves but also for all those people
God brings into our lives. And we want
to help them cope.”
Roy delves into several ways in
which the reader can help people
through their experience of failure,
including through our presence as
their friend, our life example, our
prayers and our focus on them.
Rarely does a book have such
broad readership potential—for we
all fail and will ultimately fail again.

www.autobuyersinc.com
206.362.5700
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Visit us
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THE TOP TEN

1. I am the LORD thy GOD; thou shalt not have
strange gods before me.
2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.
3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy
GOD in vain.
4. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.
5. Honor they father and thy mother.
6. Thou shalt not commit murder.
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
8. Thou shalt not steal.
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
10. Thou shalt not covet.

That’s us . . . Old Fashioned Values

Brooks Biddle Automotive
17909 Bothell Way, NE, Bothell
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Put it on the calendar.
List your Christian events for free.
If it is happening in the Puget Sound region, we want to know about it,
and so do our readers. Send your information no later than the 25th of
the month prior to publication. Sorry, Sunday morning services cannot be
included. Fax to 1-888-305-4947, e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.
com, or mail to P.O. Box 2720, Woodinville, WA 98072.

FEB 10-11 • FRI-SAT

The Justice Conference 2012, “Love
is a Thread,” featuring Rachel Lloyd,
Richard Twiss, Francis Chan, Dr. John
Perkins. Oregon Convention Center,
Portland • justiceconference.com

FEB 11 • SATURDAY

Walk for Hope Here, Everett Gospel
Mission. 8am, EGM Women’s Shelter, 5118 S 2nd Ave., Everett • (425)
740-2534, walkforhopehere.org

Reaching Japanese for Christ, International Conference, with Akira Sato
& Ray Sidney. Northshore Baptist
Church, Bothell • rjcnetwork.org

FEB 17 • FRIDAY
The Hoppers, in concert. 7pm, Cedar
Park Church, 16300 112th Ave NE,
Bothell, $16-30 • imcconcerts.com,
1-800-965-9324

FEB 17-19 • FRI-SUN

APR 1-6 • SUN-FRI (cont.)

The Rock & Worship Roadshow,
with MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North,
LeCrae, Hawk Nelson & more. 6pm,
Key Arena, Seattle, $10 • therockandworshiproadshow.com

Conflict Coaching & Meditation
Training. 8am-6:30pm, Maple Valley
Presbyterian Church, Maple Valley,
$141-647 • (425) 432-4399

Warm Beach Christian Camp, Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800228-6724

2nd Annual Downtown Volunteer Fair.
1-4pm, Christ Our Hope Catholic
Church, 1902 2nd Ave., Seattle,
free • (206) 452-1734

Step Into the Power, the NW Conference for Women, presented by
Women of Whatcom, with Angela
Thomas. Fri 6:30-9pm & Sat 9am3pm, Christ the King Church, 4173
Meridian St., Bellingham • womenofwhatcome.com, (360) 383-7432

FEB 16-18 • THU-SAT

MAR 22-24 •THU-SAT (cont.)

MAR 4 • SUNDAY

FEB 24-25 • FRI-SAT

Worship Without Words, a benefit
concert & dessert auction, with
Kaycee Groom & Jeanne Urquhart..
6:30pm, Kent Baptist Church,
11420 SE 248th St., Kent, $5 donation • (253) 852-5970

MAR 3 • SATURDAY

FEB 25 • SATURDAY

FEB 29-MAR 3 • WED-SAT
Emotionally Free III for Professionals
Conference. Embassy Suites Hotel,
Lynnwood. Hosted by Rita Bennett Ministries & Christian Renewal Association
• emotionallyfree.org, (425) 775-2965

MAR 2 • FRIDAY
Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing.
7-9pm, Berean Church, 1st NE & N
185th, Seattle • (425) 205-9427

MAR 2-4 • FRI-SUN
H.U.G.E. Men’s Advance. Warm
Beach Christian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., Stanwood • warmbeach.
com, 1-800-228-6724

MAR 5 • MONDAY
Northwest Christian Writers’ Association monthly meeting. 7pm,
Northshore Baptist Church, 10301
NE 145th St., Bothell • 1-800-731NCWA

MAR 9-10 • FRI-SAT
The Art of Marriage Seminar. North
Bend Community Church, 126 E
3rd St., North Bend, $35/couple
• (425) 888-2711, northbendcommunitychurch.org

MAR 15 • THURSDAY
Gungor, Ghosts Upon the Earth Tour.
7:30pm, Christian Faith Center,
Federal Way, $15-25 • christianmusician.com

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
Light & Life Banquet, featuring Abby
Johnson. 6-8pm, Greater Tacoma
Convention Center, Tacoma. Hosted
by Care Net of Puget Sound • (253)
383-6033, (425) 391-1770

MAR 22-24 •THU-SAT

The 24th Annual Northwest Women’s
Show. Fri 12-8pm; Sat 10am-6pm; Sun
10am-5pm, CenturyLink Event Center,
Seattle • nwwomenshow.com

Northwest Ministry Conference, with
Mike Howerton, Rick Bundschuh, Dr.
Michele Anthony, Michael Chanley &
many more. Overlake Church, Redmond, $29-99 • ministryconference.
org, (206) 949-9945

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

OFFICES FOR RENT

40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea +
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups,
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties,
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofideas.com,
www.acupofideas.net, (412) 264-4410.

Sales people wanted: Sell Bible commentary books.
Contact Igo, P.O. Box 1396, Tacoma, WA 98401.
Great income opportunity for those who desire to
become evangelists missionaries, fulfilling the great
commission, full/part time.

Office Space for rent: Edmonds, 750 square
feet of office space for $600/month - Bright,
clean and quiet office space on the first floor of
an apartment complex. Lots of light and clean
and spacious. Landlord pays Water, Garbage and
Electricity! Convenient location in Edmonds in a
38 unit apt. building just west of Hwy 99 on 196th
ST SW, has bathroom and an area perfect for a
kitchenette. This space has 2 large rooms and an
additional storage room attached. Free reserved
parking space. Perfect for a professional business
that doesn’t have retail or customer traffic, 1 year
lease. Call Jene to view the space (425) 778-9253.

MJAA Yeshua 2012 Southwest Conference, with Paul Wilbur, Ted Pearce,
Larry Feldman, Jonathan Bernis &
more. Hyatt Regency, Irvine, Calif.
• mjaa.org, 1-800-225-MJAA

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Established community newspaper reaching a
niche market in the Puget Sound region. No direct
competition. Annual revenues above $100,000.
Email lamar@christianexaminer.com for info.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Olympic West features 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments, with each unit featuring: full size washer and
dryer, full kitchen with dishwasher, disposal and dining
nook, large thermal pane windows, spacious balcony
or patio, ample closet space, three phone lines and
high-speed internet capacity, reserved parking and onsite management and maintenance. (425) 778-9253.

Deadline: Must be
postmarked by the
25th for the next
month’s issue
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MAR 30-31 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, with The Afters,
Akintunde, Shonlock & more. Comcast Arena, Everett • acquirethefire.
com, 1-888-628-3473
True Beauty 2012. Fri 7-9pm; Sat 9am4pm, Canyon Hills Community Church,
Bothell, $25-45. Hosted by The Legacy
Institute • (425) 485-5346

APR 1-6 • SUN-FRI
Horsemanship/Vaulting Camps.

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
Third Day, “Make Your Move” Tour, with
Matt Maher and Trevor Morgan, 7pm,
Overlake Christian Church, Redmond
• lmgconcerts.com, (855) 443-8499

MAY 18-19 • FRI-SAT
Northwest Christian Writers Renewal,
“Imagine” with Marshal Younger.
Overlake Christian Church, Redmond,
$169-179 • nwchristianwriters.org

JUL 18-21 • WED-SAT
Creation Festival Northwest 2012,
Enumclaw Expo Center. Featuring
Switchfoot, Newsboys, MercyMe, Relient K, Kutless, and many more bands.
Speakers include Reggie Dabbs, Nick
Vujicic • creationfest.com/nw

MORE EVENTS online now at...
• Future events for the Puget Sound region not listed in this issue.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings:
Bible Studies, Evangelism, Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors,
Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol,
Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way, and
many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Faith-Based Recovery Help
…in a great residential setting
Faith-based Residential Recovery
for those who want freedom from
drug use, alcoholism and other
life-controlling problems.

Call for info: (503) 347-9966
Mailing address: PO Box 33150, Portland, OR 97292

www.FreedomHouseMinistries.net

Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.

Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2720, Woodinville, WA 98072

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Marriage Encounter. Warm Beach
Christian Camp, Stanwood • 1-800228-6724, warmbeach.com
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when we least deserved it.
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Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.
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QB Tim Tebow’s faith generates Internet buzz, praise, criticism
By Lori Arnold
OCEANSIDE, Calif. — For nearly three decades San Diego Chargers chaplain Shawn Mitchell—the
longest tenured team pastor in the
National Football League—has taken a knee with some of the game’s
most prominent Christian players.
But none of the holy huddles
drew as much attention as the Nov.
27 home game against the Denver
Broncos. Days after the Chargers
lost the game to their divisional
rivals, USA Today ran a photo of
Mitchell on his knees with players from both teams. Holding the
chaplain’s right hand was Denver
quarterback Tim Tebow, whose
every move was being captured
by the national media. The game
against the Chargers was the fourth
straight win for the Broncos with
Tebow as starting quarterback in
what became an eventual six-game
winning streak.
“This is the first time in my nearly
30 years of being a chaplain that it’s
made it to this degree of coverage,”
said Mitchell, senior pastor of New
Venture Christian Fellowship, a
Southern California megachurch.
“I’ve never seen more media in the
midst of our prayer circle. It’s what
God is using.”
Since mid-October when Tebow
was named starting quarterback
for Denver, gridiron miracles have
been the stuff of legend. And, at
the end of each game, regardless
of the outcome, Tebow dropped
to his knee in prayer, a pose that
has been replicated thousands of
times online in a practice known as
“Tebowing.”
Tebow mania has manifested
itself well beyond the normal fan
base, with a recent Zillow poll showing that the quarterback topped the
list of celebrities the public would
most like to have as a neighbor. He
received more votes than Angelina
Jolie and Brad Pitt, Jennifer Aniston and Justin Theroux, Jennifer
Lopez, and Beyoncé and Jay-Z.
“I can’t be more excited with
what’s happening with that Bronco,” Mitchell said of the 24-year-old
rookie quarterback. “I don’t think
there’s been this much excitement about the things of God since
9/11.”
“It’s silly, it’s fun,” Mitchell said of
the hype. “Here’s a guy that needs

our prayers. He’s got a huge target
on his back.”
Even with the Broncos’ poor
showing in the second-round playoff game against the New England
Patriots, which ended their fairytale season, Tebow is expected
to remain in the limelight as his
viability as a long-term quarterback
in the NFL is scrutinized. Team officials said Tebow, whose record
was 8-5, including one playoff win,
will return to training camp as the
starting quarterback although they
will seek out others through free
agency and the draft.
Critical assessments
Since being drafted by Denver
in 2010, after winning two national
championships and a Heisman Trophy with the University of Florida
Gators, Tebow has been the target
of persistent naysaying by football
insiders who insist his exceptional
rushing skills can’t overcome his
weakness as a thrower.
His detractors have been equally
vociferous about Tebow’s public
displays of faith.
During a Jan. 3 interview with
ESPN, Baltimore Ravens linebacker
Terrell Suggs took an unprovoked
shot at Tebow, two days after the
Broncos lost their last regular season game to Kansas City by a score
of 7-3. The Broncos still made the
playoffs thanks to the Chargers who
defeated Oakland, Denver’s final
obstacle to post-season play.
“With all due respect we don’t
need God on our sidelines,” Suggs
said. “Once again God had to save
Tim Tebow and the Denver Broncos. He couldn’t even give them
two drives? Seven to three?”
Other criticism has been
launched by former NFL quarterback Jake Plummer and comedians
Bill Maher and Conan O’Brien.
Saturday Night Live also mocked
the quarterback in a skit in which
Jesus asks Tebow to “take it down a
notch.”
Mitchell said he is not surprised
by the mixed reaction to Tebow’s
vocal faith.
“It really does show us we are living in the middle of a culture war,”
he said, adding that people with
strong morals are often ridiculed.
It’s because of his character, being
a high quality human being outside
of the sporting world. However,

Study finds most Americans
know what 3:16 refers to
By Scott Noble
TWIN CITIES — More than twothirds of Americans were able to
identify that the “three” in John 3:16
refers to the chapter where the biblical reference is located, according to
a new study from Barna Research. The
study, commissioned by the American
Bible Society, wanted to determine how
well respondents knew various aspects
of the Bible.
John 3:16 has played a prominent role in American culture for
some time. However, the Bible
verse has received even more attention recently from NFL quarterback Tim Tebow, who has regularly
written the reference on the black
strips underneath his eyes. In addition, Tebow-ing, a reference to the
quarterback’s prayerful pose after
scoring a touchdown, has become a
popular practice at sporting events
across the country.
Practicing Protestants (80 percent)
were able to identify the reference
more often than practicing Catholics

(66 percent), while nearly 60 percent
of those “outside Christianity” said they
understood the “three” as a reference
to the chapter.
“The controversy surrounding Mr.
Tebow ends up affecting so many
people because—whether they have an
affinity for sports or not—most Americans have at least some knowledge of
the Bible and connection to Christianity,” said Dave Kinnaman, president of
the research organization. “Despite the
pundits’ protestations, more Americans than one would expect know
exactly what Tim is Tebow-ing about
in the end zone.”
More than three-fourths of respondents were able to identify
Genesis as the first book of the Bible, while fewer were able to name
the original languages of the Old
Testament (Hebrew) and the New
Testament (Greek).
Those in Tebow’s generation—18
to 27 year olds—fared worse than the
national average when it came to understanding the biblical reference, with
only 61 percent able to do so.
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Following the Nov. 27 NFL game between the San Diego Chargers and Denver Broncos, players and coaches of faith
gather for a post-game prayer led by Chargers’ chaplain Shawn Mitchell. Such prayers have been a common occurrence
throughout the NFL for many years, but only this season have received media attention because of the hype surrounding
Tim Tebow and his open display of his faith.

he is vilified and it’s solely because
of his clear, bold witness for Jesus
Christ. It shows a polarized society.”
Elevating John 3:16
Despite all of his detractors,
Mitchell said he believes Tebow’s
grassroots popularity has surged because of the authenticity of his life
both on and off of the field. He frequently visits prisons, does missions
work and is building a hospital in
the Philippines.
The curiosity has led to unprecedented witnessing opportunities.
After the Broncos upset the heavilyfavored Pittsburgh Steelers in the
first round of the playoffs, the biggest online story was not the game
itself, but an unusual focus on the
numbers.
During the game, Tebow passed
for 316 yards, an impressive feat
for any quarterback, but especially
significant given widespread doubt
about his throwing abilities. Even
so, the post-game talk centered
not on the accomplishment but,
instead, people seemed to be more
fascinated that the number represented John 3:16, the same Scripture reference he wore throughout his college career. As leader
of the Florida Gators, Tebow wore
the John 3:16 reference in his eye
black. The NCAA later joined the
NFL in banning the practice of allowing messages in eye black, which
is used to reduce glare.

In addition to the overall yardage, Tebow averaged 31.6 yards per
pass. And Sports Business Journal
reporter John Ourand published in
a blog that a portion of the nationally televised game logged a 31.6
percent market share.
According to an article by Times
magazine sports reporter Glen
Levy, the top three hot searches on
Google Trends the Monday after
the Steelers game “were, in order,
the 3:16 passage (‘For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life’), followed by Tebow and
Tim Tebow. Other online publications were also using the Scripture
within the text of their reporting.
“People wanted to know ‘What
is this 3:16 that everyone is talking about?’” Mitchell said. “They
are asking questions like ‘What is
prayer?’ ‘What does it mean?’”
Divine timing?
Last fall, sensing an opportunity
to use the moment for God’s glory,
Mitchell wrote “Take a Knee and
Win: Answers on Faith, Tebow and
America’s Obsession with Prayer,”
a 12-page booklet. Released in December the booklet is now on its
third printing.
As a result, news outlets have interviewed Mitchell about Tebowmania.
“They are clamoring for it in the
news studios,” the chaplain said.

“People don’t understand the privilege and power that prayer can truly do in their lives. They want to do
prayer that produces results.
“This is a very unique moment.
So praise God the Lord is using this
moment to take the bold witness
of a pro athlete to draw attention
back to Him. I don’t think God is
concerned so much about who wins
a game, but he’s deeply concerned
about the souls of men and women
and boys and girls.
“This is a fad that is going to
come and go. The bottom line is
that I’m excited that God is back in
the national conversation.”
Season ends, influence does not
While the Patriots may have
brought the miracle season to an
abrupt end in Foxborough, Mass.,
Mitchell said he believes Tebow has
accomplished what God called him
to do.
“People either like him or hate
him, but people can’t ignore him,
and the same was true with Jesus
Christ,” the pastor said. “He’s causing a holy ruckus, and that’s a good
thing.”
Booklets, and an accompanying
audio CD version, may be purchased
on the church’s website for $2. The
booklet may also be reviewed for
free via an online flipbook. For more
information, visit www.newventure.
org/take-a-knee.
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