
By Scott Noble

CHASKA — Funny how a phone 
call can confi rm an inkling about 
where God is leading you, but that’s 
exactly what happened to Jim and 
Lynne Jackson more than a dozen 
years ago.

In the early 1990s, Jim and a col-
league at the youth organization 
where the pair worked had begun 
a parents group with the intention 
of helping parents in their relation-
ships with their kids. Over time, a 
nice community of parents had 
formed, and it seemed as if the 
group was meeting a real need.

“One day I got a call from a 
church elder who heard about 

our parent group,” Jim recalled. 
The caller said, “I hear that you 
are working with parents in a way 
that’s helped parents get their kids 
in shape.” 

That wasn’t precisely what the 
group was doing, but Jim talked 
to the caller for 15 or 20 minutes, 
asking him questions about his 
troubled relationship with his son. 
Jim asked the caller to attend the 
parent group, but the caller re-
sponded that he couldn’t because 
it would look bad since he was a 
church elder.

Jim eventually asked the caller, “What 
are some ways that you’ve learned how 
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By Scott Noble

Part 3 in a three-part series

TWIN CITIES — Building a 
multi-ethnic congregation can 
be hard work. The concept is 
popular right now, and many 
churches have departed on a 
journey to becoming more di-
verse. However, laying the prop-
er groundwork and preparing 
for challenges are essential if a 
congregation truly hopes to be-
come multi-ethnic and not just 
another church chasing after a 
trendy idea.

Initial challenges
The Rev. Richard Coleman has 

spent decades in ministry. He is a 
former pastor and is currently the 
executive director of the Sanctu-

ary Community Development 
Corporation and co-founder—
along with his wife—of Servant 
Leaders’ Support, Inc. 

One of the challenges he sees 
when building a multi-ethnic con-
gregation revolves around fully 
understanding the diverse cul-
tures the congregation seeks to 
serve.

Church leadership needs to 
evaluate its goals, and there 
“needs to be a real in-depth 
assessment of the differences 
and distinctives in cultures 
that relates to perspectives on 
the gospel, perspectives on the 
church—what the body looks 
like—perspectives on worship 
and then some of the specifi c 
theological issues as well that 
may be prevalent in specifi c eth-
nic groups pertaining to bap-

tism, pertaining to the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit,” he said.

All parties involved will certain-
ly make mistakes along the way, 
but the depth and comprehensive 
nature of the initial assessment 
will guard against those mistakes 
that could ultimately lead to a 
dismantling of the vision. In addi-
tion, Coleman notes that patience 
from all involved is essential, in 
that it will allow space for growth 
and learning. 

For Dr. Christena Cleveland, 
a lot of congregations seem to 
have their hearts in the right 
place when it comes to wanting 
to develop a multi-ethnic con-
gregation, but oftentimes those 
congregations have blind spots 
that can dampen the vision.

Every nation, tribe, people and language

Reconciliation and the 
importance of being intentional

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Every election 
results in weeks or months of analy-
sis. Voters, pundits and candidates 
wonder: What went wrong? Why 
did we win? Why did we lose? How 
come our issues didn’t carry the 
day?

This election will no doubt be 
fi lled with that same post-election 
scrutiny, especially in Minnesota, 
where Democrats took back control 
of the state Legislature, and voters 
rejected a constitutional amend-
ment that would have defi ned mar-
riage as between one man and one 
woman.  

End of the culture wars?
Since the mid-1970s, when evangeli-

cals and other conservative Christians 

In Minnesota, Democrats took back 
control of both chambers after last 
month’s election. They now control all 
three branches of government in the 
state.

Does defeat of marriage 
amendment signal end 
of culture wars?
Political observers give varying 
perspectives on political future

Christian Examiner staff report

DULUTH — The Alliance De-
fending Freedom (ADF) fi led an 
emergency motion in November 
that asked the court to hold the city 
of Duluth in contempt and uphold 
an earlier injunction. Last year, the 
ADF obtained a court order that 
lifted a ban on passing out Chris-
tian literature at the Tour of Lights 
event.

In November, the ADF claims 
that despite the court order, the 
city once again prevented people 

from handing out Christian litera-
ture at the annual event.

“The government cannot ban the 
First Amendment in a public park 
just because event offi cials don’t 
like the message that a person is 
sharing,” said Alliance Defending 
Freedom Legal Counsel Jonathan 
Scruggs, via a media release. “The 
court ordered the city to respect 
the First Amendment, but it is not 
doing so. We are therefore asking 
the court to enforce its order and 

Group claims city of Duluth 
banned First Amendment rights

Healthy families
Ministry helps parents strengthen relationships with their kids

Connected Families, founded by Jim and Lynne Jackson, partners with churches 
to help build successful and healthy families.

See MULTI-ETHNIC, page 6

See ELECTION, page 6

See DULUTH, page 7

Christmas
Gifts with purpose: An 
inspirational shopping list
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For more information and to order the book, please visit

NewBookPublishing.com/ParablesOfTheDeer

Parables of the 

Deer, written by 

a retired engineer 

and former atheist, 

weaves together 

biblical passages, 

photography and 

deer stories into 

parables that 

biblically unpack a 

rich and compelling 

understanding of 

Scripture.

Makes a wonderful witnessing tool  
and gift for the sportsman!

Call to Business or Ministry Conference
A fi ve-week online video conferencing program

Dreaming of starting your own 
BUSINESS or MINISTRY? 

North Central Theological Seminary
612-293-3801 
www.nctsmn.org/?business

We will train you and guide you, 
and at the end of the fi ve-week 
program, you will be in business.

By Lori Arnold

Black Friday came a little earlier 
this year, and with consumer confi -
dence showing small signs of resur-
rection, retailers are hoping for a 
much more profi table season than 
the past few years. There are plenty 
of choices for the more traditional 
gifts of Bibles, books, music and 
movies. Many options are also avail-
able for children and youth.

This year, we found an unusual 
gift idea in silk scarves and ties as 
part of a nod to America and Eu-
ropean cathedrals. Knickknacks are 
also a great option.

Fans of the spectacular stained 
glass and painted architecture of 
American cathedrals now have the 
option of accessorizing home and 
apparel with some of the most fa-
mous features of the iconic struc-
tures, thanks to Christian Silks.

The silks are the brainchild of 
Angela Joy Coppola and were in-
spired by her visits to the cathedrals 
in Washington and London. The 
line includes a tribute to the Crys-
tal Cathedral in Garden Grove and 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.

“Part of the beauty of owning 
these gorgeous silks is to use them 
to create a sacred space in the 
home that is conducive to prayer 
and contemplation,” Coppola said. 
“As you can see from our website, 
these silks can also be worn in a va-
riety of ways.” 

Each silk is boxed and features 
a photograph of the enclosed pat-
tern, a description of the art that 
inspired its design and the sacred 

Gifts with purpose
Put inspirational items on your shopping list

day of advent.
The calendar is available on nu-

merous sites online, including www.
berean.com and www.christian-
book.com. 

Nativity Angel with Star Figurine
The cozy, home-spun feel of Jim 

Shore is packaged for Christmas in 
his Nativity Angel with Star Figu-
rine. At 7.5 inches tall, it features 
Shore’s trademark quilted look 
with calico-style fl owers. The an-
gel’s hand-painted gown boasts a 
rich red, purple and green pattern, 
and her wings have a red, blue and 
green detail.

The Heartwood angel fi gurine is 
made of stone resin and is available 
at www.familychristian.com and 
other online sites.

Bibles offer lasting, 
inspiring helps

Gaither Homecoming Bible
Legendary gospel songwriters 

Bill and Gloria Gaither, joined 
by some of their Homecoming 
friends, have created the Gaither 
Homecoming Bible, a 1,696-page 
collaborative effort that includes 
inspirational and insightful Scrip-
ture devotions, articles on beloved 
hymns and gospel songs, as well 
as Gaither classics and the inspira-
tion behind them; original poetry 
by Gloria Gaither to enlighten and 
inspire; and quotes by greats of the 
faith. The Bible text is the classic 
New King James version.

“It is diffi cult to imagine sing-
ers, musicians, poets, and writ-

Christian Silks offers colorful scarves 
and ties designed from the stained 
glass showpieces of American and 
European cathedrals.

site that houses the art.
In addition to the scarves and 

squares, the company offers ties 
and pocket squares to add a dash of 
color and sophistication for men’s 
apparel. The men’s wear is avail-
able in the Sacred Circle, East Rose 
Window and Tiffany Holy Spirit 
patterns.

For more information, visit www.
christiansilks.com.

Tina Wenke Advent calendar
Start a new family tradition with 

an Advent calendar featuring a 
classic nativity scene oval by artist 
Tina Wenke. The nativity scene is 
featured across the top of the cal-
endar, which comes with dowel and 
cord for hanging. 
A gold star keeps 
track of the days 
as family members 
tuck it into the 
pockets at the bot-
tom of the calen-
dar to mark each 

ers—those who 
negotiate a fi ne 
lyric—being more 
at home than in 
the pages of a Bi-
ble, with its warm 
musical heart, its 
lovely old voice, 
and its deep in-
ward gaze,” said David Teems, one 
of the Bible’s featured contributors.

Teems is among a cast of con-
tributors including but not limited 
to Jeff Allen, Billy Blackwood, 
Terry Blackwood, Rebecca Isaacs 
Bowman, Sue Buchanan, Jason 
Clark, Kelly Nelon Clark, Kim 
Collingsworth, Lisa Daggs, Ann 
Downing, Jeff Easter, Sheri Eas-
ter, Bill Gaither, Ernie Haase, Jeff 
Hawes, Judy Martin Hess, Connie 
Hopper, Dean Hopper, Kim Hop-
per, Lily Isaacs, Susan Jackson, 
Mark Lowry, Dony McGuire, Gary 
McSpadden, Ed Miller, Jim Murray, 
Janet Paschal, Destiny Rambo-
McGuire, Reba Rambo-McGuire, 
Lynda Randle, Charlotte Ritchie 
and Russ Taff.

The Gaither Homecoming Bible 
is published by Thomas Nelson.

For more information, visit www.
gaitherhomecomingbible.com 

The Game Plan for Life Bible
The Game Plan for Life Bible, with 

notes by Joe Gibbs, reveals God’s per-
spective in a practical, engaging way. 
Gibbs, a former NFL coach who now 
owns a NASCAR team, writes realistic, 
accessible notes about God’s perspec-
tive on the everyday life issues men 
struggle with most. At 1,408 pages, 
the hardcover NIV Bible offers tools 
to build a solid, God-honoring game 
plan for life.

Much of the information in-
cluded in the Bible, published by 
Zondervan, tackles answers to ques-
tions garnered through a national 

survey commissioned by Gibbs. 
This research targeted the every-
day life issues that men struggle 
with most. From there, the authors 
worked to create an NIV Bible suit-
able to the “average Joe.”

 Some of the features include key 
articles from well-known experts in 
the areas of God, creation, fi nances, 
relationships, career, vocation and 
other topics of interest to men. Also 
included are devotions from Gibbs, 
character studies of biblical fi gures who 
actually followed God’s “game plan” 
with suggestions for readers on how 
to follow it as well. Standard offerings 
include book introductions for every 
book of the Bible, subject guide, read-
ing plans, key questions and answers 
tied to the major articles, and various 
study helps.

There is also has a companion 
devotional called “Game Plan for 
Life Chalk Talks,” which offers 40 
readings written by Gibbs. There 
are eBook and audio versions avail-
able of each product.

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

Pray the Scriptures Bible
Pray the Scriptures Bible by Min-

nesota pastor Kevin Johnson, is a 
fi rst-of-its-kind version that com-
bines the full text of Scripture with 
thousands of prayers.

In creating the 1,792-page 
Bible, bestselling author Johnson 
tapped into the power of biblical 
prayer by offering Scripture-
specific prayers written to be 
read and prayed alongside the 

Scriptures that 
inspired them. 
Johnson’s goal 
in creating the 
project is to help 
readers pray with 
more confi dence, 
learn to apply 
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For additional information about 
Wycliffe Associates and to fi nd out 
more about volunteer activities, 
visit www.wycliffeassociates.org or 
call (800) 843-9673. 

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — “The Chronicle of 
Philanthropy” recently released a study 
highlighting the patterns that affect 
generosity. The report, titled “How 
America Gives,” found that “people 
who live in red states are more likely to 
give generously to charities than those 
in blue states,” wrote Ben Gose in one 
of the supplemental articles to the re-
port. The red state-blue state political 
tool is typically used to compare those 
states that tend to be more conservative 
(red) with those that tend to be more 
liberal (blue).

Gose said the differences in giv-
ing in these regions was “stark,” 
noting that in states like Utah and 
Mississippi, households give “more 
than seven percent of its income to 
charity after taxes, housing, food 
and other living expenses.” That’s 
compared to households in states 
like Massachusetts and three other 
New England states that typically 
give less than three percent.

The study was based on Internal 
Revenue Service records.

Religion also plays an infl uential role 
in how much Americans give. 

Gose wrote, “Regions of the country 
that are deeply religious are more gen-
erous than those that are not.” 

Seven of the top nine states in giving 
are in the Bible Belt, while the other two 
are Utah and Idaho, two strongholds 
of the Mormon faith.

In Minnesota, the study found the 
median contribution to be $2,213, 
placing the state 35th overall. Across all 
income levels, Minnesotans contribute 
4.1 percent of their income to charity, 
with those earning $50,000 - $99,000 
contributing the most, at nearly fi ve 
percent of their income.

That coincides with the study’s 
overall fi ndings that “the rich aren’t 
the most generous.” 

“Low-income people give a far big-
ger share of their discretionary income 
to charities,” Gose wrote. “Deeply 
religious areas of country tend to give 
more.”

New study reveals religion 
plays large role in giving

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Each year, hun-
dreds of volunteers from around the 
country travel to Texas and Florida to 
work on Bible translation for Wycliffe 
Associates (WA). Many of the volun-
teers travel seasonally to these states 
and stay at Wycliffe’s RV sites or in 
apartments on campus.

With the high number of Minne-
sota snowbirds—those who travel 
south during the winter—Wycliffe 
has noticed a large infl ux of volun-
teers from Minnesota.

Those who arrive from the north 
can work on project management 
jobs, accounting, maintenance, ad-
ministrative duties, mail room work 
or a variety of other tasks. 

Regardless of the tasks, they all 
help with the translation of the 
Scriptures that is the hallmark of 

Wycliffe.
“The level of skill and dedication 

these volunteers bring when they travel 
here is critical for Bible translation to 
advance,” said Bruce Smith, president 
and CEO of Wycliffe Associates, via a 
media release.

According to offi cials, Minnesota 
and Michigan are the two states that 
send the most volunteers. Some 
volunteers serve for a few weeks 
while others serve for six months. 
Wycliffe provides 69 RV spaces at 
its facility in Orlando, Fla., and 42 
spaces in Dallas, Texas.

Volunteers regularly serve four 
or fi ve days a week and work from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. 
Devotions are held several morn-
ings each week along with a chapel 
service on Sunday.

Larry and Vicky Arnold, from Indi-
ana, have volunteered with Wycliffe for 

the past four years. In addition to the 
work, they have enjoyed the fellowship 
with other volunteers.

“We work together, play together 
and worship together; therefore we 
become very close,” she said, via the 
release. “We consider each other 
‘WA family.’”

Last year alone, Wycliffe mobi-
lized more than 3,700 volunteers 
and staff members to work on Bible 
translation in nearly 80 countries.

The organization aims to at least 
begin the translation of the Bible 
in every remaining language that 
doesn’t have it by 2025.

Wycliffe Associates welcomes 
Minnesota ‘snowbird’ volunteers

Scripture to their lives and pray 
words they know God will hear.

The Pray the Scriptures Bible 
includes more than 4,500 new 
Scripture-specifi c prayers, a guide 
to praying the Scriptures, introduc-
tions for each book of the Bible, ar-
ticles based on major categories of 
prayer, index of prayers that appear 
in Scripture and a topical prayer 
guide.

Johnson has authored or co-
authored more than 50 books and 
Bible products.

Published by Bethany House, 
the Bible is designed for those who 
are interested in centering their 
prayers on the foundation of Scrip-
ture.

For more information, visit www.
bethanyhouse.com.

Wide array of book 
topics should please 
any reader

‘The End Times in 
Chronological Order’

The complicated details of Bible 
prophecy come together in a new 
book by expert 
Ron Rhodes, who 
offers an easy-to-
understand yet 
detailed chronol-
ogy and explana-
tion of end-times 
events in his 
new book “The 
End Times in 
Chronological Order: A Complete 
Overview to Understanding Bible 
Prophecy.”

Rhodes allows for various inter-
pretations among Christians. Yet 
the sequence he describes is faith-
ful to the biblical text, based on a 
literal approach to prophecy and 
held by many Bible scholars.

The chapters are arranged 
around the major end-times 
themes: the rapture, tribulation, 
millennial kingdom, and eternal 
state. Each chapter begins with a list 
of the specifi c events it covers, mak-
ing this an extremely user-friendly 
chronological guide to end-times 
biblical prophecy.

Rhodes, president of Reasoning 
from the Scriptures Ministries, is 
heard regularly on nationwide ra-
dio and is the author of “Bite-Size 
Bible Answers,” “Bite-Size Bible 
Defi nitions,” “Commonly Misun-
derstood Bible Verses” and” 5-Min-
ute Apologetics for Today.” 

The book is published by Harvest 
House Publishers.

For more information, visit www.
harvesthousepublishers.com.

‘Silent No More’
Contemporary issues such as 

same-sex marriage, sanctity of life, 
pacifi sm, defense of free speech, 
Islamic threats and the stealing of 
childhood as those issues relate to 
the church are among the topics 
explored in “Silent No More,” the 
latest release by theologian Dr. Mi-
chael Milton.

“Michael Milton’s book is an ur-
gent, relevant and powerful wake-
up call,” said Dr. John Blanchard, 
the award-winning author of “Does 
God Believe in Atheists?” “Every 
pastor should read it and encour-
age his church members to do so.”

According to Milton, the book, 
distributed through Tanglewood 
Publishing, is not a call for the 
church to become a political action 
committee, but a call to pastors 
and people to return to the biblical 
model of a shepherd guarding the 
sheep against any and all attacks 
which would hurt the fl ock.

“Pastors cannot remain silent,” 
Milton said. “Their solemn duty is 
to be that Watchman whatever the 
cost.”

In promoting that cause, Milton 
said taking action against the pow-
ers that oppose Christ and His king-
dom is a pastoral act of compassion 
that follows in the footsteps of the 
prophets, the apostles, the martyrs 
of the Church, the Reformers and, 
as is shown so often in the Bible, 
Christ Himself.

For more information, visit mich-
aelmilton.org.

‘Big Book of Christian 
Apologetics’

If someone you love has resolved 
to learn how to better explain their 
faith going into the New Year, “The 
Big Book of Christian ApologeticsAn 
A to Z Guide” is a comprehensive re-
source designed to equip the reader 
with information to help defend and 
explain the Christian faith to anyone, 
anywhere. Examining nearly every key 
issue, person and concept related to 
Christian apologetics, this is a help-
ful book.

The book, written by nationally 
recognized apologist Norman L. 
Geisler and published by Baker 
Books, helps to clarify diffi cult 
biblical passages, clearly explains 
various philosophical systems and 
concepts, ex-
amines con-
temporary is-
sues and chal-
lenges, and 
offers classic 
apologetic ar-
guments,

G e i s l e r , 

who hold a Ph.D. from Loyola Uni-
versity of Chicago, has taught at top 
evangelical schools for more than 
50 years and is adistinguished pro-
fessor of apologetics and theology 
at Veritas Evangelical Seminary in 
Murrieta. 

For more information, visit www.
lifeway.com.

Music will make 
the heart sing this 
Christmas

Keith & Kristyn Getty
Keith & Kristyn Getty, considered the 

preeminent modern hymn composers 
of this generation, 
are back at it again 
with “Hymns for 
the Christian Life,” 
produced by Charlie 
Peacock (The Civil 
Wars, Switchfoot) and Ed Cash (Chris 
Tomlin, Kari Jobe).

The album explores such themes 
as work, family, money, community 
and social action, showcasing Irish 
melodies as well as American bluegrass 
and country music infl uences. A special 
feature of the album is a special 10th 
anniversary recording of “In Christ 
Alone.” Co-penned by Keith Getty and 
Stuart Townend, the new arrangement 
of the song features 27-time Grammy 
Award-winner Alison Krauss. Addition-
ally, bluegrass icon Ricky Skaggs joins 
the couple on “Simple Living (A Rich 
Young Man),” while Clannad’s Moya 
Brennan is featured on “A Mother’s 
Prayer.”   

For more information, visit www.
gettymusic.com.

Hillsong Chapel 
Hillsong Chapel, from the folks 

who have made a big name in big 
music for the past decade, has di-
aled it down with its new release 
“Forever Reign,” which was record-
ed live in March 2012.

“Forever Reign,” the second install-
ment of the acoustic and devotional col-
lection of favorite songs by the Hillsong 
team, features 12 carefully rearranged 
songs perfect for smaller gatherings 
and intended to help resource smaller 
congregations.

“We’ve ‘scaled back’ some of our 
favorite songs and some new ones, and 
we are getting a little more creative 
with our instruments and sounds, and 
I’m excited,” said Hillsong worship 
leader Ben Fielding. “While there 
isn’t a 15-piece band on the stage, it’s 
amazing what can be done with a few 
willing hearts.”

The song list includes “With Ev-

SEE GIFTS, page 8
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Shortly after the election last 
month, Albert Mohler, president 
of the Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, Kent., 
told the “New York Times”: “It’s 
that the entire moral landscape has 
changed. An increasingly secular-
ized America understands our posi-
tions and has rejected them.”

His view wasn’t isolated. Other 
evangelical leaders uttered similar 
opinions. All seemed to mark the 
most recent election results as a 
turning point in history—or at least 
a turning point for Christianity in 
America.

I think they’re missing the point, 
however. While elections can help 
us ascertain the success or failure 
of certain political issues or candi-
dates, they cannot predict the pres-
ence or direction of the Holy Spirit. 
Elections are political contests that 
help determine which governing 
principles and which politicians 
will lead for the next determined 
length of time.

And it’s important to remember 
that Christianity—as a spiritual 
movement and as an individual life-
changing force—mainly functions 
outside the halls of Washington, 
D.C. or St. Paul.

The early church—arguably the 
most powerful and successful time in 
the history of the faith—operated out-
side the halls of power. The faith and 
its followers were ridiculed, belittled, 
tortured and even martyred in a soci-
ety with little respect for their beliefs. 
However, the number of believers grew, 
and the faith spread far outside of its 
early boundaries. 

One could make the argument 
that during the previous 2,000 years, 
the times when the faith was most vi-
brant, the most life-changing, the most 
eternally-focused happened when it sat 
outside the embrace of the cultures it 
called home.

While being politically aware and 
involved are certainly important, 
they are not what defi nes Christi-
anity. The faith is defi ned by a life-

changing relationship with Jesus 
Christ, which then leads to telling 
others about Him, helping the sick 
and downtrodden, fi ghting for jus-
tice and generally giving voice to 
those without one.

Elections always have a way of re-
ordering priorities. When on the 
winning side, you consider what it 
will take to govern and win re-elec-
tion. When on the losing side, you 
determine how best to make your 
voice heard again and how to win 
during the next election cycle.

For Christianity, elections should 
play little role in how we live out our 
faith on a daily basis. Rules and laws 
and politicians change—and that 
can be good and bad—but God is 
still in control, and our mission as 
believers remains unchanged. 

As to the future of America? Na-
tions are not exclusively defi ned by 
the laws they pass and uphold. They 
are important, yes.

But a nation—and a people—
are truly defi ned by their hearts. A 

heart changed by God and directed 
to carry out His mission is much 
more signifi cant than someone 
who blindly follows the rule of law. 
A changed heart can change na-
tions and the world—for eternity.

So as the pundits, political parties 
and other interested folks continue to 

comment on the state of the American 
republic, keep in mind that the Savior 
is still calling men and women to fol-
low Him. He is calling them to take 
up their cross and impact the world 
for His glory.

That is evident in a variety of 
ways. 

But wouldn’t it be incredible if 
four years from now the nation was 
talking about the wonderful impact 
Christianity has had on people? 
They are coming to Christ, getting 
fed, getting clothed, fi nding shelter 
and taking up the cause of justice 
for the oppressed. 

They might not be able to put 
it into words, but people would 
say that something otherworldly 
is going on, something they can’t 
describe. But they know it’s good, 
healing and eternally relevant.

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Has Christmas lost its luster? 
It’s the Christmas season. Over 

the past couple of weeks, I’ve over-
heard several people complaining 
about how commercial it has be-
come. Surprisingly, most of these 
people would not describe them-
selves as Christians in any sense of 
the term. This got me wondering if 
we, as believers in Jesus Christ, are 
not somehow willing participants 
in watering down the real meaning 
of the Christmas season. I wonder 
if we have become so interested in 
prospering in our culture that we 
no longer stand out from it.

This took me back in time rough-
ly 1,500 years. I started reading 
works by some of the leaders in the 
early Christian church and found 
that God spoke to me through their 
words. St. Basil the Great is highly 
revered in the Eastern Orthodox 
Christian tradition, and St. Gregory 
the Great, roughly 200 years later 
than Basil, wrote a tome on pasto-
ral leadership. Incidentally, John 
Calvin, the great reformer, is said to 
have called Gregory a “good pope.”

What struck me about both of these 

men is their fi ery love of their Savior 
and a deep passion to do anything they 
could to please God. Sadly, that’s not 
the usual subject matter in Christian 
bookstores these days. In addition to 
their passionate faithfulness, both of 
these authors share a common burden 
to take the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to the lost. To them, the overwhelming 
grace of God demanded a response, 
and such grace had to be shared with 
as many people as possible.

This required a level of fearless-
ness, love and intentionality. Greg-

ory, in particular, points out that in 
the early days of the church, taking a 
leadership role meant that the lead-
er “was usually the fi rst to be sent to 
the torments of martyrdom” (Pas-
toral Rule, Part I, Chapter 8). For 
both of these authors, discipleship 
was intended to get people into a 
personal, growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ and equip them to take 
that message to their world.

I’ve wondered if the annual Con-
sumption Festival represents the 
dead-ending of Christianity. There 
are exceptions, but have we so 
bought into our culture that we are 
no longer capable of sharing the 
Good News? Do we somehow think 

that Jesus Christ cannot compete 
with door-buster sales and the cur-
rent batch of must-have gifts? Have 
we so quickly abandoned the grace 
of God? Have we lost the early be-
lievers’ desire for righteousness 
and a drive to reach out to others 
with the message of redeeming 
love?

Admittedly, if I am pointing fi ngers, 
I point them at myself as well. The past 
few months of reading the Bible—
along with authors in the fi rst 600 years 
of Church history—has left me hungry 
for more of Jesus Christ in my own life. 
A recent visit to a local mall, with its 
blaring Christmas music, made it clear 
to me that the commercial season was 

not about the Savior I love. I felt out of 
place because my heart keeps saying, 
“I just want to be pleasing to God.” As 
that desire has grown, so has my desire 
to share that grace with others.

I’m not sure what to do about the 
distance between Bethlehem and 
the North Pole. I’m not sure that 
we can ever change our culture and 
its focus all at once. I am, however, 
quite confi dent that individuals still 
respond to that old Gospel message 
of salvation by grace and redemp-
tion from sin.

I think that if Saints Basil and 
Gregory were here today, they 
would be seeking to worship Jesus 
Christ, God incarnate—the One 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
My hope is that I would be with 
them and not distracted by glitter, 
sale prices and reindeer music.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University. 

Sam Helgerson

The future of America—and Christianity

I had just fi nished a very long 
tour of a really old church by an 
exceptionally kind elderly couple. 
When we fi nally emerged from the 
maze of secret tunnels and stair-
cases, we ran into the youth pastor. 
“Here, read this,” she said as she 
rubbed her fi nger on the top of the 
back cover of “Dream Big.” It had 
chew marks on it. 

“Oh, thanks,” I politely replied, 
thinking I would skim the story of 
Henrietta Mears and hand the old 
book back to her in a couple of weeks.

They called Miss Mears “teacher.” 
Apparently, through her round 
Coke-bottle glasses, the woman could 
expound on the Scriptures with such 
intensity that people ended up bending 
the knee. Boy, maybe I should exchange 
my Twins cap for some fabulously 
fl amboyant broad-brimmed hats like 
she wore. Was it the hat thing that was 
the key to her success?

My tour of First Baptist Church of 
Minneapolis included the huge room 
that was specifi cally built for Miss 
Mears. Her Sunday Bible class began 
with only fi ve people, but within a few 
years it had grown to 500. Gee, was it 

her pink dresses, bright red lipstick, 
polished nails and hilarious personal-
ity that inspired people? What did this 
woman do?

“Anyone can get an organ-
grinder and a monkey and have a 
crowd,” she wrote. OK, she’s not 
impressed with numbers or market-
ing gimmicks, I take it. Teaching 
the Bible “demands everything we 
have,” explained Miss Mears. Every-
thing? We’re only volunteer church 
people, girlfriend.

“A good teacher is fi rst of all 
teachable.” I get it. Good ones are 
humble don’t-know-it-alls. Fine, but 
who’s supposed to be the teacher’s 
teacher? “The more a teacher de-
pends on the Holy Spirit, the more 
will he wish to make himself an in-
strument fi t for His use.” 

Let’s get this straight. You’re tell-
ing us that to be a teaching instru-
ment for God’s use, we will have to 
want to present ourselves “to God as 
those who have been brought from 
death to life” (Romans 6:14)? Aha! 
A good teacher is a dead one—or as 
Miss Mears more eloquently puts it, 
“God does not always choose great 

people to accomplish what He wish-
es, but He chooses a person who is 
wholly yielded to Him.”

“A religion,” she continues on, “is 
what man does for his God. Chris-
tianity is exactly the opposite; it is 
what God has done for man.” So a 
good teacher must understand the 
Gospel, of course, sure. So “study 
and know whereof you speak, and 
then open your mouth,” writes Miss 
Mears. 

In other words, zip it, unless we 
do our best to present ourselves to 
God “as one approved, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth” 
(2 Timothy 2:15). Makes sense to 
me. Grasp the cross, study hard and 
then unload, right?

Nope, not yet, according to Miss 
Mears. “When you are preparing 
a lesson, fi rst list various members 
of your class on one side of a page 
and under their names write out 
their spiritual needs.” What? That 
means we have to know and care 
about each one. (That’ll be messy.) 
Then she has the audacity to tell us, 
“Write down on the other side how 

you are going to meet those needs 
in your lesson.” 

Wow, missy, that sounds like a lot 
of work. (I mean, can’t we just ask 
a bunch of good discussion ques-
tions, you know, like, “What veg-
etable best resembles your charac-
ter?”) Oh, boy.

“Your pupils are not bowls to be 
fi lled but torches to be lighted.” (A 
moment of silence, here, please, 
because she has now killed me.) 
Reading story after story after story, 
it’s hard to miss her point. Once, af-
ter placing a large map of the world 
in front of some people, Miss Mears 

asked them to pray about where to 
write their names. (Pushy or gutsy, 
isn’t she? I can’t imagine saying any-
thing else but “Yes, Ma’am!”) 

Apparently, J. Christy Wilson put 
his name on the map. (Never heard 
of him? Well after 23 years in Af-
ghanistan, Wilson lit this little torch 
while he taught at the seminary my 
husband and I attended. Puts a new 
spin on, “This Little Light of Mine,” 
for me.) We not only shine, we ig-
nite.

Maybe the best tours are with 
torched tour guides. Maybe the 
best book reviews are reviews of old 
books. Maybe some books should 
come with warnings like, “Symp-
toms such as gnawing on the back 
cover may occur.” 

Big dreams are not about us; 
they’re about kindling the lives of 
others to advance God’s kingdom! 
Perhaps that’s why the youth pastor 
left her teeth marks on her copy.

G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assis-
tant professor of Biblical Studies 
at Bethel University. She blogs at 
www.askdrglow.com.

Dream bigger, dream brighter

G.J. Wiese

I’ve wondered if the annual 
Consumption Festival represents 
the dead-ending of Christianity.
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Cal Thomas

Changing America by changing hearts
“The color of the world is changing 

day by day.” -- “Les Miserables,” the 
musical

A look at the electoral map in-
dicates the Republican Party won 
in square miles. Unfortunately for 
them, electoral votes, not landmass, 
won President Obama a second 
term. Analysis from the Center for 
Responsive Politics estimated that 
total spending on federal elections 
would peak at nearly $6 billion, 
an all-time record. This spending 
included ads that carpet bombed 
swing states; yet we are still an al-
most equally divided nation. But 
America is rapidly changing.  

Historically, the losing party 
turns introspective and asks itself 
how to attract more voters. Some 
Republicans are suggesting that 
social issues be jettisoned and the 
GOP should become more like 
Democrats. Why, then, have two 
parties? Step one in a reform agen-
da would be to remove “old” from 
the GOP moniker.  

Conservatives can adapt to the 
cultural shift without compromis-
ing their principles, or they can 
retreat into a bunker mentality, lob-
bing rhetorical ordnance from pre-

vious generations, which has little 
power to persuade young people 
today.  

America is getting younger, but 
not wiser. We are increasingly secu-
lar, less interested in sacrifi ce and, 
apparently, we have more faith in 
government. I doubt that many 
people under 40 have ever served in 
the military, or even know anyone 
who has. The old “family values” 
appeal no longer works because for 
too many younger people the fam-
ily they value doesn’t resemble the 
one older Americans recognize.  

And there’s something else. The 
campaign against same-sex mar-
riage is over. Maine, Maryland and 
Washington state became the fi rst 
states to approve gay marriage by 
popular vote. Minnesota voters re-
jected a constitutional amendment 
to ban it. Six other states -- New 
York, Connecticut, Iowa, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont 
and the District of Columbia grant 

same-sex marriage licenses. The Su-
preme Court might soon hear ar-
guments challenging the constitu-
tionality of the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which defi nes marriage as the 
legal union between one man and 
one woman. Conservatives might 
want to focus on strengthening 
their own marriages.  

With Mitt Romney winning just 
27 percent of the Hispanic vote, 
Republicans need a new strategy to 
attract Hispanics whose values mir-
ror those held by conservatives.  

Democrats appeal to human na-
ture. They know a growing number 
of people are becoming addicted to 
government. Democrats know that 
envy and greed are “deadly sins” 
that can be exploited for political 
gain. A new generation of have-nots 
needs to be taught that having not 
today doesn’t mean never having, 
and that if they embrace a set of 
principles and emulate successful 
people, those now without much 

can earn a slice of an expanding 
American pie.

What to do
Now some advice for my dis-

traught conservative evangelical 
friends. You made a valiant effort 
for the last three decades, hoping 
politics would advance another 
Kingdom, which your Leader said 
is “not of this world.” Don’t retreat; 
enlist in a better army with better 
weapons.  

The One you follow demonstrated a 
power superior to the state, the power 
to change lives. Employ that power. 
Each church and religious institu-
tion, each individual, can fi nd one 

poor family and ask if they want out 
of their circumstances and are willing 
to work for it, if a path is offered. One 
example: If a parent wants a child out 
of a failing public school, offer them 
fi nancial help in placing the child in 
a good private school. 

Feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, visiting prisoners, and caring 
for widows and orphans is not a social 
gospel that replaces God with govern-
ment. That’s the view of the religious 
left. Rather, these behaviors serve 
the ultimate purpose of reaching the 
heart where real change takes place. 
And enough changed hearts lead to 
changed cultures.  

The government beast is starved 
when people become independent of 
it. This will require a transfer of faith 
in government, to faith in an Authority 
higher than the state and a Leader more 
powerful than any president.  

It will take time and investment 
of private resources, but it works 
and the results would be worth cel-
ebrating. We the people can still 
change the country in ways politics 
and governments never have and 
never will.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.   

…enough changed hearts 
lead to changed cultures. 

The “land of the free” has the 
highest rate of imprisonment in 
the world, with about one in 100 
Americans behind bars. Among 
black men, that number increases 
drastically to one in 15. More black 
men are in prison today than were 
enslaved in 1850.

Christians should care about this. 
The “one in 15” are people, after 
all, and so are their children and 
victims.

We might begin by considering 
what crime is and what causes it. 
Romans 13 says that crime is usu-
ally sin. However, sin is not usually 
a crime: “All have sinned,” but most 
are not criminals.

So are some acts considered 
crimes? It clearly does not depend 
on whether they are harmful; hate 
speech is harmful but remains legal 
under American law, while interra-
cial marriage is not harmful but was 
a crime until the 1960s.

What causes crime? Sin? It seems 
unlikely that it was sin that drove 
blacks to become “criminals” by 
running away from their slave own-
ers or by using the same drinking 
fountain as whites.

What about crimes like murder 
or burglary? Certainly sin causes 
these crimes … right?

Factors like poverty and being 
raised in an environment where 
“criminal behavior” is present are 
correlated with higher crime rates 

among any race. However, blacks 
are disproportionately affected by 
both of these, largely through no 
fault of their own.

There are many examples of how 
poverty has been imposed upon 
blacks by hundreds of years of slav-
ery, segregation and racist policies.

For example, most Americans’ 
greatest asset is their home, but 
blacks were often barred from buy-
ing homes until 50 years ago. So 
while many whites invested in prop-
erty, their black peers could not le-
gally do the same.

Two generations later, white par-
ents have homes to mortgage and 
put their kids through college. 
Their kids, unaware of the previous 
racist policies, look at their black 
peers and wonder why their parents 
weren’t as fi nancially responsible.

Further, despite great progress, 

unequal hiring practices are still 
prevalent. One study showed that 
in the Twin Cities, whites with a 
criminal record were more likely to 
get a second interview than blacks 
with the the exact same credentials 
but no criminal record.

As for “criminal environments,” 
it wasn’t very long ago that a black 
man who fl irted with a white wom-
an could be beaten like a dog that 
piddled on the fl oor. And if he 
dared to defend himself against a 
white man, he could be arrested 
(or hung).

For most of American history, the 
black man became a “criminal” in 
situations like these, and it was his 
children, not the white man’s, who 
suddenly were being raised father-
less in a “criminal environment.”

Of course, nowadays our policies 
are less explicitly racist … but not 
a lot less.

Sentences for crack are nearly 20 
times as severe as those for cocaine, 

despite the fact that they are two 
forms of the same drug. The ma-
jor difference is that crack is more 
common within black communi-
ties. These harsher sentences mean 
black children go 20 times as long 
without a parent in the home.

So it seems that the “criminal en-
vironment” that disproportionately 
affects black communities started 
with acts that most of us today agree 
are not crimes and are perpetuated 
through unequal treatment that 
many Christians haven’t taken the 
time to consider.

So sin does seem to lead to crime. 
But whose sin?

Few would be willing to claim 
that the higher crime rates result 
from blacks being inherently more 
sinful. If this is not the case, then we 
must each acknowledge that if not 
for God’s grace—had we been born 
and raised in the same biological, 
psychological and social contexts—
we would also commit crimes.

To claim otherwise is like stand-
ing in the temple thanking God 
that we’re not like “those robbers 
and evildoers” (Luke 18:11).

It is like claiming that because of 
our good upbringing we wouldn’t 
have betrayed Jesus. Or that we would 
have had the good sense not to eat 
the forbidden fruit. Or that if we had 
been born a hundred years earlier, we 
wouldn’t have subjected blacks to the 
horrors our great grandparents did, 
and we wouldn’t have put the racist 
policies in place that they did.

There is nothing in the Bible to 
suggest any of these things are true. 
Each of us is depraved, and our 
individual contexts largely dictate 
how our depravity is manifested.

Most of us are not “racists” as 
the word is commonly understood. 
The problem is that laws and poli-
cies that were put in place by racists 
remain in place.

It is easy for those of us who are 
not victimized by oppressive poli-
cies to overlook them. But Chris-
tians cannot be passive while mil-
lions across America are suffering. 
It is each of our responsibilities to 
become informed and work on the 
side of righteousness to address the 
problem.

Zach Psick is a freelance writer 
who enjoys studying and discussing 
theology and politics in his leisure 
time. 

Race, crime and the Christian
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Those blind spots emerge 
“particularly when it comes to 
structural inequities or power is-
sues,” she said. “So I think a lot of 
churches … being multi-ethnic is 
a little bit trendy right now. [It’s 
trendy] because it’s so attractive 
to a wide variety of people, some-
times people kind of jump on the 
bandwagon before they really un-
derstand what it will cost.”

Cleveland is a social psycholo-
gist who teaches at St. Catherine’s 
University and is on the preaching 
team at Mercy Vineyard Church 
in Minneapolis. She has also just 
written a book on understanding 
and overcoming divisions in the 
church, which will be released from 
Intervarsity Press in 2013.

Reconciliation
Oftentimes, part of that initial 

assessment or planning phase 
encompasses reconciliation. Ulti-
mately, reconciliation involves unit-
ing—or re-uniting—two or more 
parties that currently do not share 
a relationship or friendship, but it 
also encompasses how we relate to 
God.

“My understanding of biblical 
reconciliation,” said Coleman, “is 
that we’re fi rst reconciled to God 
in Christ. The Father draws us to 
Christ and then from that com-
monality of the cross we then reach 
out and love each other. Reconcili-
ation is of course being connected 
with God together and then learn-
ing to connect with others.” 

Some might wonder, however, if 
every multi-ethnic church needs to 
go through a process of reconcilia-
tion or if there are only observable 
reasons that would mandate the 
process.

“I think that any multi-ethnic 
church is going to have to go 
through a process of reconcilia-
tion,” Cleveland said. “If it’s not go-
ing through that process, it’s not re-
ally a multi-ethnic church. It’s just 
a church that has a bunch of dif-
ferent people in it. Reconciliation 
is by defi nition a returning to re-
lationship or a kind of re-kindling 
of friendship. If the reason why the 
friendship was broken or a relation-
ship was broken is because of injus-
tices or power differential … you 
don’t want to return to that broken 
friendship. You want to return to a 

healthy one where everyone has a 
seat at the table.” 

By taking into account reconcili-
ation at the outset, a multi-ethnic 
church has a better chance of suc-
cess and lays a more functional 
theological framework for its work. 
Practicing reconciled relationships 
within the church can demonstrate 
unity and Christ’s healing power to 
those outside the church, thus ul-
timately drawing others into com-
munity.

Importance of leadership
Effective leadership is essential 

for any entity to succeed. Without 
directional leadership, the ship 

will ultimately veer off course and 
never reach its destination.

The same holds true in multi-
ethnic congregations. Effective 
leadership early on will help steer 
the congregation in a direction that 
can more easily navigate obstacles 
and also help it to stay on course.

Part of that effective leadership 
includes gaining new experienc-
es. Cleveland recommends that 
pastors reach beyond their ethnic 
group in order to gain new per-
spectives when starting a multi-
ethnic church. 

“I think that the pastors and 
other leaders need to develop 
friendships with people of color,” 
she said. “I always recommend to 
white pastors who want to lead 
a multi-ethnic congregation … 
I recommend that they go and 
fi nd a person of color to be their 
mentor and sit under them for an 
extended amount of time—the 
idea being that you won’t be able 
to lead people of color unless you 
start to understand what the ex-
perience of people of color might 
be or the variety of experiences.”

Cleveland said it’s easier to wel-
come the “other” into your congre-
gation when you’ve had a chance 
yourself to experience being the 
“other.” That might entail visiting 

a church that is predominantly of 
another race or putting yourself in 
situations where your perspective 
or experience is not the norm.

Effective leadership also means 
shared leadership. Pastors from 
multi-ethnic congregations will 
often say that leadership from the 
pulpit needs to include a variety of 
people and not just one person. 

“Not only is it important from 
the perception standpoint; from 
a qualitative standpoint in min-
istry no one person gets a full 
revelation of the will of God on 
anything,” Coleman said. “We’re 
built to be a social people, and we 
need each other. A multi-cultural 
or multi-ethnic congregation is 
demonstrating that fact that we 
actually need each other, and 
we’re better together than we are 
apart.”

Moving ahead
While for some congregations 

becoming a multi-ethnic church 
may be part of a trend, an idea 
that seems right at the time, other 
churches—and many in the Twin 
Cities—have embraced the idea 
fully. They don’t see it as some-
thing to be tried in order to satis-
fy a cultural or theological sugges-
tion; they see it as a way to more 
fully refl ect how they believe God 
created us and how we are to live 
and worship together.

Coleman is heartened by the 
fact that more congregations are 
embracing the vision of being 
multi-ethnic.

“I’m encouraged that there is 
much greater interest in being 
the body of Christ and under-
standing what that really looks 
like, and that cannot be a homog-
enous group of people,” he said. 
“It has to be multi-ethnic and 
multi-cultural. I think that we can 
move faster, and I think we can go 
deeper and I think there is an ur-
gency to it in fact.” 

Cleveland, too, is encouraged.
“Baby steps are really impor-

tant,” she said. “Whenever differ-
ent groups are together, God al-
ways tends to kind of show up and 
do something interesting.”

For more information about 
Servant Leaders’ Support, Inc., 
visit www.slsupport.org. For more 
information about Dr. Cleveland, 
visit www.christenacleveland.
com.

MULTI-ETHNIC…
Continued from page 1

began to become more involved in 
politics, many people labeled their ef-
forts the “culture wars,” in an effort to 
describe the social and cultural issues 
to which these new politicos were most 
concerned. 

With the defeat of the marriage 
amendment in Minnesota, some have 
wondered if the tide has begun to 
turn away from conservative social and 
cultural issues. Up to this point, more 
than 30 other states have voted similar 
marriage amendments into law.

Dr. Kent Kaiser, assistant profes-
sor of Communication at North-
western College doesn’t necessar-
ily see the marriage amendment 
defeat as the end to the culture 
wars—but still a signifi cant event.

“I don’t know if the war is nec-
essarily over,” he said. “I think that 
it’s a big setback. I think that you 
have to look at what happened 
politically on election day too and 
be a little discouraged. If you’re a 
supporter of the marriage amend-
ment, all of the sudden now we’re 
going to have this swing exactly in 
the opposite direction. I would not 
be surprised if because there is no 
balance of power in government 
that now … I would not be at all 
surprised if within the next year the 
DFL Legislature—because it’s solid 
DFL—would pass gay marriage.”

 Dr. Steven Schier, Dorothy H. 
and Edward C. Congdon Professor 
of Political Science at Carleton Col-
lege and one of the state’s leading 
political scientists, tends to agree 
that there might be a push now to 
pass same-sex marriage legislation.

“I think you’ll see a new front 
opening,” he said. “It’s about legal-
izing gay marriage. You can already 
see discussion of that at the Capi-
tol.”

But Schier believes that passing 
same-sex marriage in the Legisla-
ture will still face signifi cant oppo-
sition.

“I think that there is a real prob-
lem passing gay marriage into law 
because what I read at least is that 
26 Democratic legislators are from 
districts that voted for the marriage 
amendment,” he said. “Plus I think 
you’ll fi nd overwhelming GOP op-
position to gay marriage. So getting 
the votes together is not going to be 
an easy thing in the Legislature.”

One of the problems with put-
ting the marriage amendment on 
the ballot, according to Schier, is 
that proponents didn’t fully take 
into account the opposition.

“I think the problem with the gay 
marriage amendment is if you’re 
going to pick a fi ght, pick one you 
will win,” Schier said. “Because 
what’s happened as a result of this 
is that the other side has been very 
energized by and they’re pursuing 
an even more aggressive agenda in 
favor of gay marriage that might 
not have had the momentum it 
does now if the fi ght had not hap-
pened in the fi rst place.”

Schier said the amendment 
would have fared better if it would 
have been introduced two, four or 

six years ago.
Nevertheless, “[The pro marriage 

amendment side] was outspent 
four or fi ve to one,” he continued. 
“There was a big Democratic turn-
out effort, and the exit polls show 
the biggest advantage for Demo-
crats over Republicans in at least 12 
years in the exit polls. Democrats—
three quarters of them—voted 
against the marriage amendment.”

Conservative Christians 
and political action

Several prominent evangelical 
leaders quickly registered their 
frustration after the election. 

In an article in the “New York 
Times,” Albert Mohler, president of 
the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kent., said: 
“It’s that the entire moral landscape 
has changed. An increasingly secu-
larized America understands our 
positions and has rejected them.”

Dr. Martin E. Marty, a leading reli-
gious historian, ushered a similar judg-
ment about conservative evangelicals, 
writing, “Yet on the issues chosen by 
their leaders and advocated for—even 
to the point of law-breaking and taunts 
to the IRS about overt electioneer-
ing—they won little.”

It’s typical for political parties 
suffering electoral defeat to enter 
a period of reexamination, looking 
at their issues and agenda to deter-
mine if they need to change.

Kaiser believes the Republican 
Party needs to think seriously about 
its position on immigration, saying 
that “Romney was really wrong for 
the times” on this issue.

If the party changes it stance on 
immigration and becomes more 
pro-immigrant, Kaiser believes that 
would result in “a group of people 
that would be natural allies to evan-
gelical beliefs and conservative so-
cial policies, especially on the life 
issue …”

Nevertheless, mirroring Mohler’s 
point about secularized America 
rejecting the values of many con-
servative Christians, Schier believes 
Christian values are now on the de-
fensive.

“I think that what Christians have 
to realize is that we’re probably liv-
ing in a society where traditional 
Christian teachings about marriage 
are going to be increasingly mar-
ginalized,” he said. “That’s a real 
problem for Christians.”

 Yet most don’t foresee a time 
when conservative Christians re-
treat from politics again like they 
did in the middle part of the last 
century, especially when religious 
beliefs and government policies 
continue to collide.

“I think that the agenda of the 
society and increasingly the govern-
ment is sort of to be in your face 
with Christian conservatives …” 
Schier said. “Government is really 
in Christian conservatives’ face[s] 
now. It’s sort of saying, ‘Hey, we’re 
going to challenge your ability to 
run social services, to run hospitals. 
We’re going to require you to do 
things that violate your religious 
principles.’ And I think that will 
keep Christian conservatives politi-
cally alert and alive.” 

ELECTION…
Continued from page 1
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For more information about Con-
nected Families, including schedul-
ing a workshop or a visit to your 
church, visit www.connectedfamilies.
org, call (952) 448-3625 or email 
info@connectedfamilies.com.

to be peaceful and calm even when 
your kid is struggling so that he can 
feel safe with you?” That question 
didn’t go over well with the caller, who 
responded, “I did not call for a bunch 
of psycho-babble” and quickly hung 
up the phone.

Jim was frustrated that he was unable 
to communicate with the caller the 
principles that the group had begun to 
develop. He remembers praying after 
the call, “Lord, what just happened 
and how come I couldn’t and why … 
it just seems so clear to me, and why 
wouldn’t it be clear to a guy who calls 
himself a follower of Christ?”

Even though the call—at least on the 
surface—didn’t seem to go well, Jim 
believes God used it to begin pointing 
him to the new work He was preparing 
for them.

“So I wrote down all the questions 
that I’d asked and all of the ideas that 
I had that I knew were so important, 
and I brought them home and Lynne 
and I talked about them,” Jim said.

From youth to parents
For 12 years, Jim had worked for 

a prominent and successful youth 
ministry in the metro area, helping 
at-risk kids. Over the years, how-
ever, more families and youth from 
the church began to fi nd their way 
to the organization, making Jim 
wonder if they needed to expand 
the help they were offering.

“If we’re going to work with 
kids, let’s do some things to work 
with the parents and see if we can’t 
help the parents understand some 
of the things we know about how 
to connect with them, infl uence 
them, how to have the kind of rela-
tionship with them …” Jim said. In 
his work with at-risk kids, Jim said, 
“We learned some relationship 
principles that we thought would 
be good to teach parents.” 

The foundation of those prin-
ciples was demonstrating uncondi-
tional love to your kids.

By the late 1990s, as the par-
ents group continued to grow, 
Jim found himself traveling nearly 
every weekend, giving presenta-
tions at area churches. The next 
several years continued to show an 
increase in the need for helping 
parents in their relationships with 
their kids. 

In 2002, Jim left the youth or-
ganization and he and Lynne 

launched Connected Families as a 
way to further their work with par-
ents and encourage the develop-
ment and growth of healthy and 
faithful families.

Partnership with churches
Connected Families offers restor-

ative help for families who are in crisis 
as well as proactive services for fami-
lies—through seminars, workshops, 
coaching, counseling and consulting.

One of the nonprofi t organization’s 
main emphases is partnering with 
churches to help families with their 
relationships.

“We work really hard to partner with 
churches to do workshops that will 
inspire and equip parents to take the 
reins of responsibility for discipling 
their own kids,” Jim said. “At the core 
of the discipleship relationship is not 
methods but messages: messages of 
the gospel communicated through the 
nature of relationships that parents 
and kids have.”

The partnerships are intended to 
“inspire and equip parents to have 
their hearts turned, to give them both 
practical tools for doing that but also 
a theological framework driven by the 
gospel to put in the center of relation-
ships between parents and kids.”

That help couldn’t be more useful 
than it is now, as recent research dem-
onstrates that a majority of kids who 
are raised in the church will eventually 
walk away from their faith. 

“Somewhere in the range from 45 to 
80 percent, depending on whose study 
you look at,” Jim said.

Some might wonder how this can 
happen when we live in a world where 
churches, pastors and professionals 
are better trained, more prepared and 
have higher quality resources available.

Jim believes, however, that those 
advancements, per se, may also be part 
of the problem.

“Parents feel like ‘Oh, goodness. 
We’ve got all these professionals who 
can do the job. We’ll trust them to do 
it,’” Jim said. In addition, “As they kind 
of abdicate their job to the profession-
als, they lose intentionality around 
the nature of their relationships with 
kids and the plan for discipling their 
own kids.”

Society and the way church is con-
ducted has also changed over the years, 
thus contributing to why young people 
leave the church.

“When you look at the Scriptures and 
learn how it was that faith was passed 
from generation to generation, it was 
in the context of real-life community: 
shared service, shared sacrament and 

tradition, shared ritual and worship, 
shared service,” he said. “The kids were 
almost at everything.”

That loss of intergenerational con-
nection among families has played a 
role in why kids are losing the faith 
and leaving the church.

In an effort to meet that challenge, 
Connected Families also works with 
church staffs to help them understand 
the ways their church “could more 
effectively put a faith at home lens on 
the things” they are doing.

Resources
During the past decade, Jim and 

Lynne have developed numerous re-
sources to help parents and churches 
in their family lives.

In 2011, the couple published “How 
to Grow a Connected Family: With 
Contagious Love and Faith!” followed 
by “Discipline that Connects with Your 
Child’s Heart: How to Seize the Mo-
ment for God’s Purposes—Even in the 
Messes of Family Life” in 2012. Both 
books are practical guides on parent-
ing and discipline and have sold well.

In addition, Connected Families also 
offers marriage tips through email and 
a blog, which are available through 
its website.

The work of Connected Families has 
helped thousands of parents and their 
kids over the years, yet it can at least 
partially be traced back to a relatively 
unsuccessful phone call. That call dem-
onstrated to Jim a need for what he 
was doing and placed in him a desire 
to put it into action. 

hold the city in contempt. It has 
disregarded both the court’s order 
and what the order sought to pro-
tect: the constitutionally protected 
freedom of citizens to engage in 
non-disruptive speech in a public 
place.” 

The ADF says police offi cers told 
four people who were handing out 
Christian literature that they could 
do so only in the “First Amendment 

Zone,” which was outside the event 
area.

The city, on the other hand, ac-
cording to the ADF, argued that it 
has changed its agreement with the 
Tour of Lights event, thus making 
the previous injunction no longer 
in effect.

“Clearly, the city should have sought 
to talk to us and the court about the 
injunction before violating it,” Scruggs 
said. “The city’s improper actions do 
not change the fact that they have vio-
lated the First Amendment freedoms 
of these citizens.” 

DULUTH…
Continued from page 1

FAMILIES…
Continued from page 1

Jim and Lynne Jackson conduct a seminar on building healthy families.
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erything,” “Desert Song,” “Corner-
stone” and “Beautiful Exchange.” 

For more information, visit 
us.hillsongmusic.com.

Lincoln Brewster
“Joy to the World,” the fi rst Christmas 

recording by acclaimed worship artist 
Lincoln Brewster, headed into the 
Christmas season by spending its fi rst 
two weeks of release in the Top Five 
on Billboard’s Holiday Albums chart.  

Produced by Brewster, a Dove 
Award-nominated worship leader, 
multi-instrumentalist and songwriter, 
and Colby Wedgeworth, “Joy To The 
World” includes the fi rst single, “Little 
Drummer Boy,” featuring a guest ap-
pearance by KJ-52; “Shout For Joy,” 
penned by Brewster, Paul Baloche and 
Jason Ingram; the worship favorite 
“Our God”; and new arrangements of 
such classic carols as “Hark! The Her-
ald Angels Sing,” “Do You Hear What 
I Hear?” and “O Holy Night (Another 
Hallelujah),” along with the three-
movement instrumental, “Miraculum.”

For more information, visit www.
lincolnbrewster.com.

Francesca Battistelli
Dove Awards’ “Artist of the Year,” 

Francesca Battistelli, has released her 
fi rst solo Christmas 
album, “Christmas” 
on Fervent Records. 
The 11-track album  
is comprised of 
some newly penned 

tunes and numerous classics, including 
“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christ-
mas,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” 
“The Christmas Song,” “Go Tell It 
On The Mountain” and “Joy To The 
World.” The new songs, all co-written 
by Battistelli, are “Heaven Everywhere,” 

“Christmas Is,” “Christmas Dreams” 
and “You’re Here.”

“I am beyond excited about this 
Christmas album,” Battistelli said, add-
ing “Christmas is my favorite time of 
year, and I hope that this album is one 
people want to listen to year after year.”

A Merry Little Christmas Package 
bundle includes the Christmas CD, an 
autographed CD insert and a Christmas 
is Jesus Pewter Ornament.

 

Inspirational movies

‘October Baby’
“October Baby,” which this spring 

tackled the hot-button subject of abor-
tion on the silver 
screen, is now avail-
able on DVD. The 
fi lm uses sensitivity, 
drama, romance 
and humor as it fol-
lows a young woman 
who discovers as a 
freshman in college 
that not only is she adopted—a fact 
her parents never shared—but that 
her physical ailments are from her 
surviving an attempted abortion as an 
infant. Upon making the discovery, she 
embarks on a Spring Break road trip 
with a mismatched set of friends and 
“frenemies.” 

It stars Rachel Hendrix, Jason 
Burkey, Jasmine Guy and John 
Schneider.

The novel of the same name, 
written by Eric Wilson, was released 
in September.

Array of products 
available for children 
and youth

A Wobots Christmas
LiveBait Entertainment cele-

brates the holidays with “A Wobots 

Christmas,” 
an animated 
family fi lm 
with a mes-
sage that in-
spires the misfi ts of the world to 
look past their own imperfections 
and embrace their God-given po-
tential to do great things. 

“‘A Wobots Christmas’ will have 
children and adults alike cheer-
ing the adventures of an orphan 
boy and his band of misfi t robot 
friends,” said Benjy Gaither of Live-
Bait Entertainment. “It not only 
entertains but helps explain the 
real meaning of Christmas with the 
encouraging message that ‘God 
doesn’t make junk.’” 

The fi lm follows the story of Zak, 
a friendless boy with a challenging 
speech impediment who doesn’t 
like Christmas. On the run from a 
wacky scientist bent on taking over 
the orphanage, Zak and his new 
friends learn a powerful lesson 
about how Christmas started with a 
baby named Jesus—who grew up to 
save the world.

The movie is distributed by Echo-
Light Studios.

For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/awobotschristmas. 

The League of Incredible 
Vegetables

Vegetables have long been 
known for their nutritional value, 
but now they’ve been elevated to 
superhero status with the recent re-
lease of Veggie Tales’ “The League 
of Incredible Vegetables.”

Produced by Big Idea Entertain-
ment, the new DVD marks the fran-
chise’s fi rst-ever superhero themed 
DVD. Based on Psalm 56:3 (ESV) 
which says, “When I am afraid, I will 
put my trust in You,” the title helps 
teach a lifelong lesson in handling 
fear, one of the most requested subject 

topics by VeggieTales fans and families. 
The movie also includes a brand-new 
League theme song and music video by 
Grammy-nominated and Dove Award-
winning group Newsboys. 

The DVD also introduces four 
new superheroes played by beloved 
VeggieTales characters Bob the 
Tomato, Petunia Rhubarb, Junior 
Asparagus and Mr. Lunt, all with hi-
larious superhero abilities. 

For more information, visit www.
veggietales.com/league.

Rock Solid Faith Study 
Bible for Teens 

Published by Zondervan, the Rock 
Solid Faith Study Bible for Teens is 
designed for today’s youth who of-
ten feel uncertain 
about their world 
and are wondering 
about their future 
during a time of 
economic upheaval, 
spiritual confusion 
and normal adoles-
cent struggles. Rock 
Solid Faith Study Bible for Teens pro-
vides a fi rm foundation with features 
that show God is unchanging. 

At 1,664 pages, the Rock Solid 
Bible examines truth, principles, 
promises and God’s plans, and it 
highlights stories of unshaken peo-
ple who lean on an unshaken God.  

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

I Will Tell the Truth and 
Be Careful What I Say

Lessons on telling the truth and 
saying you are sorry are highlighted in 
“I Will Tell the Truth and Be Careful 
What I Say,” a 90-minute video featuring 
two stories from the beloved Hermie & 
Friends series by Max Lucado. 

Together, the stories “Flo the Lyin’ 
Fly” and “The Flo Show Creates a Buzz” 
illustrate how God desires that his 

people choose their words carefully.
In “Flo the Lyin’ Fly,” the garden 

bugs grow tired of Flo’s fl ood of fi bs. 
Like the little boy who cried wolf, Flo 
thinks it’s fun to tell stories that aren’t 
true—until her lies catch up to her. 

In “The Flo Show Creates a Buzz,” 
things don’t go as expected when Flo 
gets her very own TV talk show. After 
insulting every guest on her show and 
embellishing the truth to boost ratings, 
Flo realizes she owes them an apology. 
Flo learns that words are very powerful 
and saying you are sorry can make all 
the difference.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.

Prank Star Unleashed
Tim Bugbird’s Prank Star Unleashed 

is the latest Prank Star title for pesky 
pranksters everywhere. The book, for 
boys and girls ages 5 to 10, features 
jokes, doodles, and fi ll-in fun. Packed 
with good-natured and simple jokes 
designed to make even the most tol-
erant adult groan, the 96-page book 
from Make Believe Ideas is perfect 
for kids to share with their friends and 
family. Mischief has never been this 
much fun. Includes a fun fake ketchup 
packet for pranksters to use in their 
practical jokes.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.

Precious Moments: My 
Christmas Bible Storybook

Thomas Nelson brings Christmas 
to children all year long through its 
Precious Moments: My Christmas 
Bible Storybook, a 34-page board book 
that uses sweet stories, songs, prayers, 
Scriptures and the signature illustra-
tions from Precious Moments to help 
children understand and celebrate the 
wonders of Jesus’ birth.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.

GIFTS…
Continued from page 3
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By Tiffany Owens
World News Service

NASHVILLE — Becca, Lauren 
and Alyssa Barlow crowded in front 
of a computer camera on Oct. 29 to 
bid their fans a fi nal farewell after 10 
years of singing, touring and recording 
together as the sister-trio BarlowGirl. 

Lauren, 27, explained in the live chat 
that the transition happened as they 
sat down to write a new album. As they 
prayed, she and her two sisters realized 
God “had something new” for them. 

“We asked God what to do.... God 
revealed He has something new for us 
but He hasn’t told us what it is,” Lauren 
said. “He told us BarlowGirl was done.” 

The sisters admitted crying for 
weeks. It isn’t something they ever 
expected to hear, Lauren and Alyssa, 
30, said. They expected it to go on 
“forever.” 

There were no tears that Monday 
night. The sisters cracked jokes, 
laughed and poked fun at each 
other while explaining their next 
steps. They have no concrete plans, 
but for now they’re spending time 

traveling for fun, enjoying nature 
and waiting. They also debunked 
a few rumors, explaining that they 
aren’t retiring because of disagree-
ments or because they want to get 
married. 

Originally from Chicago, the 
Barlow sisters started out as backup 
singers for their father, Vince Bar-
low, who created children’s worship 
CDs as part of his work as a youth 
pastor. As children, the sisters trav-
eled with their father to local con-
certs and slowly started singing 
their own songs as part of the show. 
In 2000, they formed a band, with 
their father assuming role of band 
manager. 

In 2002, Alyssa and Lauren 
dropped out of college while Bec-
ca, 33, quit her job to take up a con-
tract offer, but six months later it 
fell through. That disappointment 
inspired their hit song, “Never 
Alone.” 

In 2003, they signed with Fervent 
Records, packed their bags and 
moved to Nashville. The follow-
ing year, they released a self-titled 

BarlowGirl disbands for ‘something new’
The question about dating came 

up during the live Internet stream. 
The sisters laughed, interrupted and 
fi nished each other’s sentences while 
explaining their stance and encourag-
ing fans to “not worry” about fi nding 
“the right guy,” and instead to “fi nd out 
who you are with [God].” They gave 
more advice in response to fan ques-
tions about a variety of topics: Don’t 
worry about others’ opinions; learn to 
be at peace in the moment, instead of 
worrying about the next season; and 
never dream small. 

They sang three songs acoustical-
ly for fans: “Never Alone,” “Beau-
tiful Ending” and “Come Alive.” 
They also released the video for 
their fi nal song, “Hope Will Lead 
Us On,” which debuted on iTunes 
early the next day. 

“To give this up is not easy,” 
Alyssa said toward the end of their 
chat with fans. “Music is our Isaac. 
We aren’t giving [music] up, we’re 
trying to be obedient. We serve the 
most amazing, kind, loving, gen-
erous God ... why would He let us 
down?”

album that sold more than 1 mil-
lion copies. Their 2005 single, “I 
Need You to Love Me,” held the top 
spot on Christian Radio and Retail 
Weekly’s Christian CHR chart for 
13 consecutive weeks. 

The sisters toured internation-
ally, using their musical platform to 
spread various messages -- among 
them, the importance of modesty, 
support for the pro-life cause as 
well as a more controversial mes-

sage about not dating. On their 
website, the sisters explain how 
they chose to refrain from typical 
dating, expressing faith that God 
would bring them together with the 
right men at the right time. 

“In the meantime we are not hid-
ing in a closet avoiding all males. 
We are still living our lives, just 
without the pressure of having to 
have a boyfriend,” they noted on 
the website. 

“Hope Will Lead Us On” is the last release for BarlowGirl. The three sisters 
announced their retirement on Oct. 29 during a live Internet chat.
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To read the Pew Forum report in 
its entirety, visit www.pewforum.org/
Unaffi liated/nones-on-the-rise.aspx.  

Operation Dignity International  
serving in Ghana, West Africa 

For more information, contact Kathy Sullivan, Executive Director

763-432-0543
www.operationdignityinternational.org

We are also available for speaking engagements

Join our team... 
We are looking for physicians 
and physician assistants 
to help serve with Medical 
Mission Trip 2013, March 
8-16 or March 15-23.  We will 
be working in rural village in 
Ghana, West Africa.  

Call Kathy, 763-432-0543 
or 612-242-5981

▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — A survey re-
leased last month by the Pew Re-
search Center’s Forum on Religion 
and Public Life found that the 
number of Americans who do not 
identify with any religion continues 
to grow. The poll, conducted with 
the PBS program Religion & Eth-
ics NewsWeekly, reported that one-
fi fth of Americans now claim not to 
have a religion, up fi ve percent in 
just the last half decade.

In addition, one-third of adults 
under 30 years of age do not claim 
a religious affi liation, thus possibly 
signaling an overall increase in the 
religiously unaffi liated in the years 
to come.

According to the report, the rise 
of the “nones” is caused largely 
“by generational replacement, the 
gradual supplanting of older gen-

erations by newer ones.” 
That sentiment seems to bear out 

in the polling, where the number 
of “nones” was just nine percent 
among those 65 and older and 15 
percent for those 50 – 64.   

Some Christians believe young 
people are looking for a more 
“lived out” faith and are not as at-
tracted to a faith that is centered 
mainly on words.

“I believe young people today 
want to see a faith that lives in ac-
tion,” said the Rev. Terrance Roll-
erson, pastor of The Compass Cov-
enant Church in St. Paul. “Young 
people today do not want a faith 
that just exists on Sunday morning. 
They want to see a faith that is out 
in the community impacting lives 
Monday through Saturday. Our 
religious future is directly tied to 
the strength of their faith as young 
people as well as how they will carry 

Poll fi nds ‘religiously unaffi liated’ on the rise
Group now encompasses 
one-fi fth of U.S. population

that faith into their adulthood.”
Others see the need to prepare 

young believers to understand and 
defend their faith in an increasing-
ly secular society as one way to slow 
the growing “none” population.

“We are not teaching our young 
people how to read, study and 
understand,” said Tom Shetler, 
instructor at Bethany College of 
Missions and author of the book 
“Can We Know? Answering the God 
Question.” “We are not preparing 
them with adequate critical think-
ing skills to stand up to the philo-
sophical and religious attacks on 
their faith, nor are we giving them 
an adequate understanding of the 
Bible to be able to defend it against 
its many critics.”

Since 2007, the Pew poll found that 
the overall number of people in the U.S. 
who identify as Christians has declined 
fi ve percent—down to 73 percent from 
78 percent. In addition, for the fi rst 
time in Pew Research Center surveys, 
the percentage of adults who describe 
themselves as Protestants has dipped 
below 50 percent to 48 percent. 

Surveys like this, for some, serve as a 
reminder that the U.S. can be viewed as 
a mission fi eld, something few people 
considered decades ago.

“The Church should view surveys 
like this as somewhat of an evaluation 
of how we are doing in our mission 
fi eld,” Rollerson said. “We must re-
member that we—the believers of Jesus 
Christ—have been called out, set aside, 
anointed and appointed by God to fi rst 
and foremost display His glory. We have 
been called to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ and to make disciples.”

Shetler believes that reaching the 
“nones” will only succeed if Chris-
tians are willing to share their faith.

“The ‘nones’ will seldom, if ever, 
darken the door of a church,” 
Shetler explained. “They will be 
reached by Christian neighbors 
and friends living authentic Chris-
tian lives before them. It will be us, 
individual Christians, who will be 
able to establish the kinds of rela-
tionships that will break down their 
false impressions of Christianity.”

 The report also noted that “there 
is evidence of a gradual decline 

in religious commitment” in the 
U.S., while also noting that some 
measures of religious commitment 
have remained fairly steady over 
the years. 

The work of evangelization, ac-
cording to Rollerson, is much 
needed—just in more radical ways.

“The Church has to fi rst come to 
understand that we still have work 
to do,” Rollerson said. “The mission 
for the Church has not changed. 
We are still called to live out Mat-
thew 28. We must be intentional 
about equipping believers to go 
beyond the walls of the church to 
share the gospel. We are long past 
the era where people will seek the 
church out. We must live out our 
faith in radical ways in our commu-
nities as we challenge ourselves to 
be intentional about entering into 
conversations where we also speak 
the truth of God’s Word.”
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness. Saturday 9 a.m.

Replay Sunday 12 noon
AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to attend

Christmas at Crowne Pointe

at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
A freewill offering will be taken

Special Musical Presentation 
including a 30-voice ensemble 

singing songs of the season

Listen Sundays
6am-8am

Christmas 
music in 
December

NOV 29-DEC 1  • THU-SAT
56th Festival of Christmas, “Oh How 
Joyfully! An International Festival.” Thu 
7:30pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm, 
Benson Great Hall, Bethel University, 
3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills • (651) 
635-1999, bethel.edu

NOV 30-DEC 2
Christmas Drama “A Home Filled with 
Love.” Fri-Sat 7pm & Sun 3pm, River of 
Life Assembly of God, 22881 178th Ave., 
Cold Spring • (320) 290-9507

NOV 30-DEC 30
“Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol.” 
Open Window Theatre, 1313 Chestnut 
Ave., Ste. 102, Minneapolis, $12-26 • 
openwindowtheatre.org

DEC 1 • SATURDAY
Prayer meeting. 5pm, Olivet UM Church, 
3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale • (612) 
522-9641

DEC 1-30 
The Lundstrom’s Country Christmas Cel-
ebration. Sat 12pm, 3:30pm & 7:30pm; 
Sun 3pm & 6:30pm, Celebration Church, 
16655 Kenyon Ave., Lakeville, $18-25 
• 1-877-444-2922

DEC 2 • SUNDAY
“Where Are You, Christmas?” Concert. 
3pm & 6pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, 
$6-15 • (763) 231-2945

DEC 6 • THURSDAY
“Complicated Family Dynamics in Min-
istry. Youth Leadership headquarters, 
Arden Hills, $95. Sponsored by Youth 
Leadership • youthleadership.org

Trinity School Christmas Fest 2012. 
7:30pm, Trinity School at River Ridge, 
Eagan • (651) 789-2890 x220

DEC 7 • FRIDAY
The National Lutheran Choir. 4:30pm & 
8pm, Basilica of St. Mary, Minneapolis 
• 1-888-747-4589, nlca.com

Gospel Art Exhibit, “Hark! The Carols 
of Christmas,” Opening Reception. 
6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge Gallery, 
Oakridge Community Church, 610 County 
Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 439-4882, 
agapearts.net

Pianist Mary Beth Carlson Christmas 
Concert, “The Star of Christmas…a gift of 

love & light,” with The Cassidy Brothers, 
Jack Cassidy, The Trones Family & more. 
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, 
$8-15 • (952) 934-2319, marybeth-
carlson.com

DEC 7-9 • FRI-SUN
  ‘Four Tickets to Christmas.’ Fri 7pm; 
Sat 3pm & 7pm; Sun 3pm, Friendship 
Church, 12800 Marystown Rd., Shako-
pee, $5 • friendship-church.org

DEC 7-16
“It’s A Wonderful Life,” Christmas pro-
duction, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 W. Hwy 96, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, 
(651) 797-7800

DEC 8 • SATURDAY
Women of Faith, Family Christmas 
Simulcast, with Sheila Walsh, Lisa 
Harper, Francis Chan & more. 10am, 
Best Western Kelly Inn, Sunset Room, 
Plymouth, $15/person or $40/family • 
(763) 486-0735

Carmen, For Real-For Right Now. 6pm, Light 
the Way Church, 7000 Jamaica Ave. S, 
Cottage Grove, $10-20 • (651) 459-4145

DEC 8-9 • SAT-SUN
TC Gospel Choir with Darnell Davis & The 
Remnant. 5pm, Church of New Life, 701 
Nicollet Ave S, Richfi eld, $20 • tccgospel.
org, (612) 521-0800

The Christmas Story: A “Live” Drive-Thru 
Presentation. 6:30-8:30pm, New Brigh-
ton Christian Church, 1500 29th Ave. 
NW, New Brighton, free • (651) 633-7152

DEC 9 • SUNDAY
Advent Workshop. 2-4pm, Calvary Lu-
theran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., 
Golden Valley • (763) 231-2969

DEC 9-JAN 16
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Hark! The Carols of 
Christmas.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, 
The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

DEC 12 • WEDNESDAY
New Bible Study class, begins. 7pm, 
Maple Grove Parks and Recreation 
Center, 12951 Weaver Lake Rd., Maple 
Grove. Hosted by Greater Grace Com-
munity Church • (612) 805-6390

DEC 13 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Business 
Meeting. 4628 Wooddale Ave., Edina 
• macfm.org

Kindle: Youth Adult Gathering, with John 
Kayser. 7-9pm, Bethany International, 
6820 Auto Club Rd., Bloomington, free 
• (952) 996-1313

DEC 14-15 • FRI-SAT
Live Nativity Scene. 6-8pm, Knollwood 
Christian Church, 3639 Quebec Ave. S, 
St. Louis Park, free • (952) 938-1121

‘Four Tickets to Christmas.’ Fri 7pm; 
Sat 3pm & 7pm, Friendship Church, 
12800 Marystown Rd., Shakopee, $5 
• friendship-church.org

DEC 14-16 • FRI-SUN
“Son of God,” presented by the First Evan-
gelical Free Church Choir & Orchestra. 
Fri-Sat 7pm & Sun 6pm, First Evangelical 
Free Church, 2696 N Hazelwood St., St. 
Paul • (651) 777-5180

DEC 15-16 • SAT-SUN
5th Annual MN Adult & Teen Challenge 
Christmas Concert, featuring Natalie Grant. 
Sat 7pm & Sun 4pm, Grace Church, 9301 
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $10-25 or 
$75/limited seat & M&G with Natalie Grant 
• mntc.org/Christmas

DEC 16 • SUNDAY
Christmas Blessing Concert with the 
Peterson Family. 5pm, Fairview Covenant 
Church, 1175 Co. Rd. 19 N, Minnetrista 
• (612) 849-3487

Christmas Concert with Carman. 6pm, 
Destiny Christian Church, 12119 16th 
Ave. S, Burnsville, $10-25 • destinycc.
org, (952) 890-1477

“Love Came Down,” musical drama. 7pm, 
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Woodbury, 
free • kingofkingswoodbury.org

DEC 20 • THURSDAY
Early Christmas Candlelight Worship & 
Holiday Buffet Dinner. 7pm, Calvary Lu-
theran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., 
Golden Valley, $4-8 • (763) 545-5659

Christmas R&R, with Robert Robinson 
& Sara Renner. 7-9pm, St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church, 900 Stillwater Rd., 
Mahtomedi, $18-25 • (651) 762-9141

DEC 20-22 • THU-SAT
‘Is it the End of the World?’ presented 
by Holyworld Ministries. 7pm, Freedom 
Christian Church, 6937 Highway 10 NW, 
Ramsey • holyworldministries.com

DEC 22 • SATURDAY
  Christian Married Women Enrichment 
Group. 11am-12:30pm, Joyce Lester 
Ministries, 245 N Ruth St., St. Paul, 
$10 • (612) 203-7603

DEC 25 • TUESDAY
“Handel’s Messiah,” Agapé Arts 3rd 
annual Christmas Day Community Sing, 
4pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

JAN 11 • FRIDAY
Relationship Tools for Family Success, 
with Dr. Scott Turansky & Joanne 
Miller. 6:30-9pm, Trinity Evangelical Free 
Church, 10658 210th St. W, Lakeville, 
$20 • 1-800-771-8334

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
Recharge: A Conference for People Min-
istering to Children, Youth and Families. 
9am-4:15pm, St. Andrew’s Church, 
Mahtomedi, $32 • ministryrecharge.
com, (651) 484-9400

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with 
Tim Sparks & Phil Heywood. 6pm, Hope 
Christian Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., 
Shoreview, $5-7 • (651) 486-6202, 
hopemn.com/concert.htm

JAN 15 • TUESDAY
Lamplighter’s Pastors’ Leadership Train-
ing, 7:30am-4pm • 1-800-507-9516, 
lamplightersusa.org

JAN 16-19 • WED-SAT
Twin Cities Prophetic Conference, “Fresh 
Fire for a New Season,” with Mahesh 
Chavda, Craig Nelson, Patricia King & 
more. 7pm, Redeeming Love Church, 
2425 White Bear Ave., Maplewood, 
$30-40 • (763) 241-8122

JAN 17 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Annual Social 
Event & Awards. TBD • macfm.org

JAN 22 • TUESDAY
The Annual March for Life. 12pm, The 
State Capital, St. Paul. Sponsored by 
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
• mccl.org

FEB 2 • SATURDAY
Laugh For Life, Comedy Night featuring 
Bill Arnold, Michael Pearce Donley & Bob 

Stromberg. 7pm, Grace Church, 9301 
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $10-12. 
Hosted by New Life Family Services • 
nlfs.org, 1-800-965-9324

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
Home School Science Fair. Northwestern 
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • 
tccsa.tc

FEB 10-20, 2013 
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An En-
core Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952) 
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 30
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land, 
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903, 
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember Mar-
riage Getaway. Marriott City Center Hotel,  
Minneapolis • weekendtoremember.com

DEC 7 • FRIDAY (cont.)

FEB 2 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Minnesota Leafless Gutters

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

Prophetic conference 
coming to Twin Cities

MAPLEWOOD — Miracles in 
the Marketplace, along with The 
Elijah List and Identity Network, 
is sponsoring the Twin Cities Pro-
phetic Conference: Fresh Fire for 
a New Season from Jan. 16 – 19 at 
Redeeming Love Church in Maple-
wood. 

Speakers include Mahesh Chav-
da, James Goll, Patricia King, Craig 
Nelson, André Ashby and several 
others.

According to an announcement 
from the sponsors, “In light of the 
increased level of healing miracles 
that we are currently experiencing, 
we believe that a heavenly shift is 
taking place and that 2013 will be a 
year of increased anointing, revela-
tion, breakthrough and miracles.”

Early bird registration is $30 (by 
Dec. 31).

For additional information or 
to register, visit www.miraclesinthe-
marketplace.org. 

North Heights to host 
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church in Arden Hills 
will put on the popular “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” from Dec. 7 – 16. 
The musical is part of the church’s 
Christmas production.

“True to the original movie, this 
musical adaptation of ‘It’s a Won-
derful Life’ is a family-friendly 
show that features a cast of hun-
dreds, great music, dancing, and of 
course the story that has captured 
so many hearts, now with a gospel 
message,” said an announcement 
on the church’s website.

For more information on specif-
ic dates and times and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.nhlc.org/iawl or 
call (651) 797-7071. 

FaithSearch announces 
Christmas presentations

MINNETONKA — FaithSearch 
International recently announced 
several Christmas presentations 
that churches and other organiza-
tions can book. The apologetics 

ministry hopes people “will take 
advantage of this magical season to 
share the gospel with evidence and 
make an eternal difference in the 
lives of those around you.” 

Dr. Don Bierle, lead evangelist 
for FaithSearch, and Adrian Van 
Vactor, evangelist and illusionist, 
will lead the presentations, which 
include “Unwrapping the Truth 
About Christmas”; “Lessons for Life 
From the First Christmas”; “The 
Magic of Christmas”; and others.

For more information on the 
presentations or to schedule one, 
call (952) 401-4501 or visit www.
faithsearch.org. 

Calendar honors fallen 
Minnesota soldiers

FORT SNELLING — The 2013 
Minnesota Fallen Heroes Remem-
bered calendar is now available for 
purchase.

Each month includes the story 
of a Minnesota soldier who was 
killed while engaged in the Global 
War on Terrorism. Organizers say 
the calendar will continue to be 
published until every fallen soldier 
from Minnesota has been honored.

For more information about the 
calendar, visit www.militaryheroes-
foundation.org.

School to host 
Christmas Fest

EAGAN — Trinity School at 
River Ridge will host its Christmas 
Fest 2012 on Thursday, Dec. 6 at 
7:30 p.m. The concert will include 
the school’s ninth and tenth grade 
boys and girls choir, along with its 
chamber singers, string ensemble 
and wind ensemble. 

The concert is free and open to 
the public.

After the concert, a Christmas 
Fest Bazaar will be held in the Com-
mons, which will include hand-
crafted items available for pur-
chase.

An art show that features the 
work of faculty, parents and stu-
dents will also be held.

For additional information, visit 
www.trinityschools.org or call (651) 
789-2890. 

Community invited to 
participate in Handel’s 
‘Messiah’ performance

STILLWATER — Agapé Arts is 
holding its third annual “Christmas 
Day Community Sing” on Tuesday, 
Dec. 25 at 4:00 p.m. at Oakridge 
Community Church in Stillwater. 

Community members are invited 
to “a spirited sing-along to a record-
ing of John Rutter conducting The 
Cambridge Singers and The Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra,” according 
to an announcement from the group.

For more information, visit www.
agapearts.net. 

Organization to offer 
cover-to-cover Bible 
studies

MINNETONKA — Village 
Schools of the Bible will offer 12-
week cover-to-cover Bible studies 
at various locations across the Twin 
Cities starting in January. Term 1, 
“Old Testament Law and History,” 
will be offered at Berean Baptist 
Church in Burnsville, First Free 
Church in Maplewood, Edinbrook 
Church in Brooklyn Park and Five 
Oaks Evangelical Free Church in 
Woodbury. This term focuses on the 
history of the nation of Israel from 
creation until the time of Jesus.

Term 2, “Old Testament Poetry 
and Prophecy,” will be held at Wo-
odridge Church in Medina, Hill-
side Church in Bloomington and 
Camp Shamineau in Motley also 
beginning in January. This term 
will focus on the poets and proph-
ets God used in ancient times.

Registration is $90 per person or 
$150 per couple per term.

For more information, visit www.
villageschoolsofthebible.org, email 
contact@villageschoolsofthebible.
org or call (952) 540-9460.

Grace Church the site 
of MN Teen Challenge 
Christmas concert

EDEN PRAIRIE — Grace Church 
in Eden Prairie will host the fi fth an-
nual MN Adult and Teen Challenge 
Christmas Concert. This year’s event 
will feature Christian recording artist 
Natalie Grant as well as testimony and 
song from 300 clients.

The concert will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 15 at 7:00 p.m. and 
on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

Ticket prices range from $10 to 
$25, or $75 for limited Meet and 
Greet tickets.

For more information or to re-
serve a ticket, visit www.mntc.org/
christmas. 

‘Christian Examiner’ 
editor releases e-book

SAINT PAUL — “Christian Ex-
aminer” editor Scott Noble re-
cently released the e-book “The 
Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries.” The e-book aims to give 
new writers—and more advanced 
ones—tips and ideas on how to 
pitch article ideas to publications. 

The e-book was borne out of 15 
years of being a writer and editor.

“I’ve been fortunate enough to 
have served as an editor of several 
publications and also as a freelance 
writer,” Noble said. “Through those 
experiences, I’ve gathered some 
useful ideas on how best to pitch 
article ideas to publications. Hope-
fully the e-book can help writers of 
any level see their work in print.”

The e-book is available as a Kin-
dle e-book and on the Nook.

For additional information, visit 
www.noblecreative.com. 

Carman to put on 
Christmas concert

BURNSVILLE — Destiny Chris-
tian Church in Burnsville will host 
a “Christmas Concert with Car-
man” on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 6:00 
p.m. Carman will sing a selection 
of his songs along with Christmas 
favorites.

General admission tickets are 
$10 and Artist Circle Tickets are 
$25, which include VIP seating, a 
CD and a meet and greet with Car-
man. 

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.destinycc.
org or call (952) 890-1477.

Lutheran Choir 
announces season 
schedule

TWIN CITIES — The Nation-
al Lutheran Choir recently an-
nounced its 2012 – 2013 schedule, 
highlighting several performances 
around the Twin Cities. 

According to its website: “The 
choir performs literature from the 
entire spectrum of sacred choral 
music, with and without instrumen-
tal accompaniment. The choir’s 
rich and diverse repertoire ranges 
from early chant to new composi-
tions and from simple folk anthems 
to complex orchestral master-
works.”

The next performance is Friday, 
Dec. 7 at 4:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
at the Basilica of Saint Mary in Min-
neapolis.

For more information on the 
choir and tickets to its performanc-
es, visit www.nlca.com or call (888) 
747-4589.  

Open Window Theatre 
presents holiday shows

MINNEAPOLIS — The 100-seat 
Open Window Theatre in down-
town Minneapolis will host the dra-
ma/comedy “Jacob Marley’s Christ-
mas Carol” until Dec. 30.

According to organizers: “Ja-
cob Marley is dead and has been 
condemned to a tortured eternity. 
Desperate, Marley accepts his one 
chance to free himself: To escape 
his own chains, he must fi rst re-
deem Scrooge. So begins a journey 
of laughter and terror, redemp-
tion and renewal, during which 
Scrooge’s heart, indeed, is opened; 
but not before Marley—in this fun-
ny yet deeply moving story—discov-
ers his own.”

In addition, the theatre will 
present “An O. Henry Christmas,” 
which features “The Gift of the 
Magi” and “The Last Leaf,” two of 
the author’s most loved stories.

“They are both stories of sacrifi cial 
love,” said Joy Donley, director of the 
musical, via a media release, “and I 
fi nd it curiously coincidental that the 
stamp was released on a date that is so 

meaningful to America.”
The United States Postal Service 

released the O. Henry stamp, honoring 
literary artists, on Sept. 11 of this year.  

“An O. Henry Christmas” has 
several evening and matinee shows 
scheduled for December.

For more information on both 
events and dates, visit www.open-
windowtheatre.org.

One-day event to focus 
on family dynamics in 
ministry

SAINT PAUL — Youth Leader-
ship is sponsoring the one-day event 
“Complicated Family Dynamics in 
Ministry” on Thursday, Dec. 6 at its 
headquarters in Arden Hills. The 
event will be led by Tiger McLuen, 
president of Youth Leadership, and 
Dr. Leta and Phil Frazier of Bethel 
University.

According to a description of the 
seminar: “Leta and Phil Frazier will 
help you understand the wide variety of 
family systems and the communication 
dynamics in each system. You will learn 
the struggles and challenges of working 
within these dynamics.”

Registration for the event is $95, 
which includes lunch.

For more information including 
registration, visit www.youthleader-
ship.org.

Johnson Gallery has 
two exhibits on display

SAINT PAUL — The Johnson 
Gallery at Bethel University cur-
rently has two exhibits on display. 
“Small Press: Exhibition of Artist 
Books and Publications,” curated 
by Lex Thompson, will be on dis-
play until Dec. 14. 

The exhibit includes books, 
zines, newspapers and other ma-
terials that can now be published 
relatively inexpensively.

“LU – WOW” includes photo-
graphs by Lex Thompson and will 
be on display until Dec. 14.

According to an announcement 
from the gallery, “‘LU – WOW’ will 
present a selection of images from 
Lex Thompson’s series ‘Mahalo,’ 
exploring the collisions that occur 
within the modest perimeter of the 
socially, ethnically and environmen-
tally diverse islands of Hawai’i.”

For more information on both 
exhibits, visit www.bethel.edu/gal-
leries or call (651) 638-6527.

Christian college offers 
new loan repayment 
program

BEMIDJI — Oak Hills Christian 
College in Bemidji is attempting to 
tackle the growing problem of stu-
dent loan debt by offering the Loan 
Repayment Assistance Program 
(LRAP). The new program will be 
available to on-campus students 
next fall.

LRAP offers fi nancial assistance 
to graduates based on their income 
level. The assistance continues un-
til graduates’ income rises above 
a certain level or until the loan is 
paid off.

“We are very excited to provide 
this unique opportunity to our 
students,” said John Engquist, di-
rector of Admissions at Oak Hills, 
via a news release. “LRAP not only 
helps students and parents know 
that they are attending the right 
college, but it also gives them the 
confi dence and stability they need 
to succeed when following their 
dreams after graduation. We antici-
pate a lot of happy graduates pur-
suing their passions in the years to 
come.”

Carman will be in concert Dec. 16 at 
Destiny Christian Church in Burnsville.
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 By offering the LRAP, Oak Hills 
hopes students will be able to pur-
sue their dreams of higher educa-
tion with confi dence.

“We saw the need and decided 
to take action,” said Oak Hills 
President Steve Hostetter, via the 
release. “We want our students to 
know that we stand behind our mis-
sion, as well as their forward-look-
ing success.”

For more information about Oak 
Hills Christian College, visit www.
oakhills.edu.

Conference aims to 
help recharge ministry, 
volunteers

MAHTOMEDI — St. Andrew’s 
Church in Mahtomedi will host 
“Recharge: A Conference for Peo-
ple Ministering to Children, Youth 
and Families” on Saturday, Jan. 12. 
The conference will include two 
main sessions and more than 20 
workshops.

Dr. Kara Powell, executive direc-
tor of the FullerYouth Institute will 
give a main session talk on “Sticky 
Churches: How You Can Change 
Your Church Culture,” and Tiger 
McLuen, executive director of 
Youth Leadership, will talk on “Im-
perfect People Impacting Lives.”

Workshop topics include “Inclu-
sive Worship and Children,” “Heart-
deep Teaching for Children” and 
“How to Recruit and Keep Effective 
Volunteers,” among several others.

The all-day event will begin at 
9:00 a.m. and end with a closing 
prayer at 4:15 p.m.

Registration starts at $32 per per-
son.

For more information on 
“Recharge,” visit www.ministry-
recharge.com or call (651) 484-
9400. 

Annual March for Life 
scheduled for Jan. 22

SAINT PAUL — The annual 
March for Life, sponsored by Min-
nesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
(MCCL) will take place Tuesday, 
Jan. 22 at noon at the state Capitol. 
The event is held on the anniversa-
ry of the Roe v. Wade decision that 
legalized abortion in the U.S. This 
year will mark the 40th anniversary.

 A short program will commence 
at 12:30 p.m., including brief 
speeches from local and national 
lawmakers.

For additional information about 
the March for Life, visit www.mccl.
org.

Bethany International 
to host young adult 
gatherings 

BLOOMINGTON — Bethany 
International will serve as the host 
for the Kindle: Passion in Ministry 
young adult gatherings held on the 
second Thursday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. in the Prayer Room.

The next gathering is Thursday, 
Dec. 13. The Rev. Mike Neterer of 
World Relief Minnesota will talk 
on “Entertaining Angels: Refugees 
God Brings to Us.”

For more information on future 
gatherings, call (952) 996-1313 or 
email ryan.schlangen@bethfel.org.

New church offers 
Bible study class

MAPLE GROVE — Greater 
Grace Community Church will 
begin offering a Bible class on 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 133 at the Maple Grove Parks 
and Recreation Center, which is lo-

cated at 12951 Weaver Lake Road. 
The new ministry, begun by the 

Rev. Dr. H. J. McClendon, will also 
offer food to the needy.

For more information about the 
church and Bible class, call (612) 
805-6390.  

Seminary helps 
entrepreneurs get a 
head start on business

MINNEAPOLIS — North Cen-
tral Theological Seminary in Min-
neapolis recently helped entrepre-
neurs get a head start on business. 
The online school developed a fi ve-
week conference—Call to Business 
or Ministry Conference—that was 
designed to help Christians who 
feel called to start a ministry or 
business, but didn’t have the knowl-
edge or the money, get started.

Each participant in the confer-
ence paid just under $600 to be 
part of the program.

“Regardless of how many years 
they have been thinking of starting 
their own business or ministry, but 
could not do it because of lack of 
knowledge or money, we will train 
them and guide them, and at the 
end of the fi ve-week program they 
will be in business,” said Dr. Philip 
Jegede, a faculty member at the 
school, via a media release.

“We promised them that we will 
provide them with possible alternative 
ways of making up for the knowledge, 
education or money they think they 
needed to start their business or min-
istry but did not have, “ said Jegede. 
“We promised them that we would save 
them thousands of dollars in attorney’s 
fees by helping them draft their LLC 
Incorporation papers and operating 
agreement or nonprofi t incorporation 
documents and corporate charter.”

Each participant had less than 
$2,000 in which to invest in their 
ministry or business idea. 

“In our determination to help par-
ticipants in our Call to Business or Min-
istry Conference succeed, we drafted 
their business formation documents 
and also invested more than $3,500 of 
our own in-kind resources in the de-
velopment of each of our participants’ 
high profi le, database-driven, dynamic 
website because what we do is not about 
them or us; it is about Him … Jesus,” 
Jegede said.

The school believes its goal is to 
help Christians shine their light so 
that God is glorifi ed.

The next Call to Ministry or Busi-
ness Conference is scheduled to be-
gin in mid-December.

For more information about the Call 
to Business or Ministry Conference, 
visit www.nctsmn.org/?business or call 
(612) 293-3801. 

Musical drama to tell 
the story of Christmas

WOODBURY — King of Kings 
Lutheran Church in Woodbury will 
host “Love Came Down” on Sun-
day, Dec. 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 According to an announcement 
from the church, [“Love Came 
Down”] is a “creative exploration 
of God’s presence in, among and 
around us. It will be told through 
music, drama and message. It looks 
at the way in which Jesus came to 
us during Christmas when we cel-
ebrate Emmanuel. It is the way in 
which God came to us and remains 
with us. He came down in the form 
of Jesus Christ and is already pres-
ent. He is already working in big 
and small ways in our communities 
and in our lives.”

There is no charge for the event.
For additional information, visit 

www.kingofkingswoodbury.org.

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Jim Lilly was 
frustrated with evangelism efforts. He 
believes that one of the most exciting 
experiences for a believer is praying 
with someone to receive Christ. 

“But when you follow-up and try to 
get [new believers] connected with a 
church or get them tied in, things break 
down,” Lilly said.

That frustration is experienced by 
evangelists at all levels who hope the 
people they help lead to Christ will 
ultimately follow through on their deci-
sion and make a commitment to grow 
in their relationship with Christ—most 
notably through church participation.

Last spring, Lilly was teaching an 
evangelism course, and this frustration 
was present in the back of his mind.

“I was frustrated and already gotten 
into the Scriptures and looked for what 
… Jesus has to say about evangelism,” 
he said. “There is a lot about evangelism 
in Acts and the Epistles, but Jesus never 
said, ‘Go evangelize anybody.’ He said 
‘make disciples.’”

To help with his frustration, Lilly at-
tended an idisciple seminar in Califor-
nia, hosted by Cityteam International, 
a nonprofi t Christian organization that 
helps meet people’s basic needs and 
then introduces them to Christ. The 
events are designed to help disciple 
participants and train them to disciples 
others—thus having an ever-expanding 
effect. It’s what some people call the 
Disciple Making Movement(s) (DMM).

When Lilly returned to the Twin Cit-
ies in April, he was eager to participate 
in a similar movement here.

He met with a local representative 
of Pioneers—an organization that 

helps with church planting—who was 
trying to accomplish the same thing. 
Unfortunately, this gentleman was 
being transferred to Florida, so Lilly 
remained one of the movement’s only 
supporters in the area.

Nevertheless, before leaving on his 
transfer, the Pioneers representative 
and Lilly “went through a real crash 
introductory discovery Bible study,” 
Lilly explained.

The studies are “designed so people 
should encounter the basic, essential 
truths of the gospel as they’re going 
through it,” he continued. The pro-
cess also relies on the Holy Spirit and 
the formula found in Luke 10:1-16, 
which organizers believe has resulted 
in millions of new believers around the 
world. They also try to limit cultural, 
denominational and theological bag-
gage and avoid the overuse of doctrine.

The result of the study?
Lilly’s commitment to establishing 

a Disciple Making Movement in the 
Twin Cities increased, so he put out 
the word to see who was interested in 
pursuing this vision of discipleship. 
Expecting only fi ve or six people to 
attend, Lilly was surprised when more 
than 20 people showed up at the fi rst 
meeting.

He partnered with Dave Hunt of 
Cityteam International, who conducted 
a two-hour presentation.

Lilly joked, “I was available. My 
availability exceeds my knowledge.” 
So the group determined they needed 
additional training.

Right now, the group is continuing 
to learn and inviting others to join 
the process.

The DMM got its start overseas two 
decades ago and now claims more than 

80,000 groups. In the U.S., it began in 
2007, and organizers say there are now 
more than 600 groups—with 20,000 
new Christians.

According to the Cityteam website, 
DMM “are outside of human control. 
They are not institutional, tradition-
bound, managed or owned. Disciple 
Making Movements are often char-
acterized by young believers still in a 
disciple-making and maturing process 
themselves, passionately in love with 
Jesus, who go from their newly estab-
lished community of believers to make 
new disciples in a new region from 
which a new community of believers 
quickly emerges.”

The movement relies heavily on 
prayer, biblical preparation, a “person 
of peace” and the Holy Spirit.

In addition, emphasis is placed on 
obedience-based discipleship.

“If you go through and look at the 
Scriptures, obedience and the love 
of God, obedience and discipleship, 
obedience and bearing fruit are all 
intricately linked,” Lilly said. “This is 
what I call low control, high account-
ability discipleship. It’s a group of six 
or eight people meeting together.”

With the number of new believers 
and groups overseas—and now in the 
U.S.—supporters hope the movement 
can catch on and replicate itself—thus 
producing even more churches, believ-
ers and disciple makers.

Ministry effort focuses on 
discipleship, not just evangelism

For more information about Cityteam 
International and the Disciple Making 
Movement, visit www.cityteam.org. 
For more information on gatherings 
and meetings locally, email jimlilly@
yahoo.com. 
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Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens 
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug 
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information 
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our 
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and 
develop mentoring relationships with residents in our residential program. A 
good driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both 
Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women's Programs. FT & PT openings in 
the Long Term Men's Program.
 

Teen Challenge Leadership Institute Director 
Experienced individual needed to oversee the administration and manage-
ment of the Leadership Institute for graduates of the program, which provides 
academic, spiritual, re-entry training and transitional housing opportunities. A 
background of higher education learning & ministry experience is preferred; 
experience in facilitating vocational training and employment assistance with an 
understanding of the challenges caused by addiction & legal issues is strongly 
desired. FT, salaried position

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Looking for a group that discusses prophecy in 
Anoka County area. (763) 754-1901, Chris. 

BOOKS
The Triad shows Bible 16, secular science zero, 
on resolved controversies, plus much more. On 
Kindle or send $10 to Melquist, 229 Hill St. E., 
N.Y.A., MN 55368.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      International Company expanding and is seek-
ing leaders for local marketing teams. On Going 
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training. 
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

You are being deceived. Call 1-800-203-0363 
(4-minute recorded message).

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED
  Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: Chris-
tian outreach housing project needs a part-time & 
full-time licensed alcohol and drug counselor for 
this Christian faith based Outpatient program. If you 
are interested, please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.

  HOUSING NEEDED
Let me help you stay in your home. Please call, Al 
(952) 881-5988.

  LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian Woman to be live-in aide. Assist 
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian 
ministry. Drivers license. No experience neces-
sary – will train. Flexible hours. Room, wages. Nice 
neighborhood. St. Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                          Dec 1 or Jan 1: I am looking for a Christian male to 
share my house. You will have your own bedroom and 
bathroom. You will have the use of kitchen facilities. 
No drinking, drugs or pets. You will pay $450 plus 
the deposit. Utilities are included. Garage included. 
Located in South Minneapolis. Please call Kurt at 
(612) 961-0089, kurtsphotos@aol.com 

Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $450/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

Male to rent 1 bedroom in my condo, in Columbia 
Heights. Non Smoker, non drinker, no drugs. $425/
month, utilities paid. (763) 210-8746.

SERVICES 
      Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

    Barnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year 
experience. Al (651) 408-2480.

Becci’s House Cleaning. Residential, business, 
construction (new homes). Cleaning weekly, monthly, 
biweekly. Must have own vacuum. Have references. 
Serving Twin Cities Metro Area. Call for estimate, 
(612) 968-7641.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

  The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Listen Sun 8-10am

Christmas 
music in 
December

By Lori Arnold

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Several 
weeks after pastors across the nation 
defi ed IRS regulations by preaching 
partisan politics from the pulpit, the 
national taxing agency is giving mixed 
messages on enforcement of the laws.

On Oct. 22, IRS spokesman Russell 
Renwicks told Bloomberg Bureau of 
National Affairs that it was no longer 
responding to complaints.

“We are holding any potential 
church audits in abeyance,” Renwicks, 
with the Tax-Exempt and Government 
Entities division, told BNA.

In a Nov. 4 interview with NBC 
News, however, IRS spokesman 
Dean Patterson said his colleague 
“misspoke.” 

“The IRS continues to run a bal-
anced program that follows up on 
potential non-compliance, while 
ensuring the appropriate oversight 
and review to determine that com-
pliance activities are necessary and 
appropriate,” Patterson said.

The confusion centers on a 2009 
Minnesota court case in which a 

judge ruled the IRS was violating 
its own regulations by not using 
qualifi ed supervisors to launch the 
church audits. Since that time, the 
IRS has not clarifi ed the procedure 
for investigating churches, which 
may be in violation of the rules gov-
erning nonprofi ts and politics.

“Since that time, the IRS has not 
been auditing any churches to the best 
of our knowledge,” Erik Stanley, senior 
legal counsel for Alliance Defending 
Freedom (formerly Alliance Defense 
Fund), said on the organization’s 
website. “It has proposed new regula-
tions to designate a higher offi cial in 
the ranks of the IRS to approve all 
church audits but it has never fi nalized 
those regulations. No one really knows 
what the delay is, but we believe that 
the IRS will fi nalize its regulations at 
some point and will once again begin 
auditing churches.”

Stanley said it’s important for 
pastors to understand that the IRS, 
once it restarts the auditing pro-
cess, can go back and investigate 
churches for previous actions.

“The important point for churches 

to remember is that the IRS has 
not given up on enforcing the tax 
code against churches,” Stanley said. 
“Churches must still be aware of the 
IRS regulations.”

In the meantime, the religious 
freedom attorney said his organization 
vows to continue its efforts to overturn 
the Johnson Amendment, the 1954 law 
that initiated the restrictions against 
churches. 

“Alliance Defending Freedom be-
lieves that the Johnson Amendment is 
unconstitutional and the IRS’ attempts 
to censor a pastor’s sermon from the 
pulpit violate the First Amendment,” 
he said.  

The Johnson Amendment is the im-
petus behind the Pulpit Sunday move-
ment, which was launched in 2008. This 
year’s event, held Oct. 7, involved nearly 
1,600 pastors who preached sermons 
in direct violation of the law and then 
sent tapes or transcripts to the IRS in 
an effort to legally challenge the law.

For more information on this legal 
challenge, visit www.pulpitfreedom.
org.

IRS delivers confl icting advice 
on political moves by churches
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For more information about the 
author, visit www.markrunnels.com. 
“The Secret of Contentment” can be 
purchased online.

Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311
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 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning
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 Mediation
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 Wills

By Scott Noble

“The Secret of Contentment: 
How One Man Found 
Contentment in the Midst of 
Loss and Sorrow”
By Mark Runnels
Creation House, © 2012, 139 
pages, $12.99

Mark Runnels’ wife, Susan, 
went home to be with the Lord 
nearly two years ago. She fought 
the cancer that had invaded her 
body for nearly 18 months. After 
her passing, the surviving family 
members—her husband Mark and 
the couple’s two children—had to 
learn to understand and cope with 
the nearly unbearable loss.

This time of learning to cope and 
understand ultimately resulted in “The 
Secret of Contentment,” something 
Runnels did not intend to write.

“Within a few weeks after Susan’s 
passing, I began to realize that God 
was truly there for us in very many 
ways,” he said. “So I decided to 
write a journal for my children to 
look back on some day and see how 
the love that Father God had for us 
carried us through such a diffi cult 
time in our lives. Several months 
after Susan’s passing, I had break-
fast with the senior pastor of my 
church. He suggested that I turn it 
into a book so that others could be 
helped by it through diffi cult times 
in their lives.”

Finding contentment amidst loss
After wife’s death, local man prays to fi nd contentment and peace

The book follows Runnels’ jour-
ney as he grieves his wife’s death 
and learns how God was present 
in his family’s life. The writing is 
casual and conversational, and 
readers will easily fi nd themselves 
immersed in the same journey Run-
nels traveled.

Experiencing the loss of a loved 
one oftentimes can result in a wa-
vering of faith—a questioning that 
begins to fester. However, Runnels 
said he grew as a believer during 
the most diffi cult year of his life.

“The year after my Susan went 
home to be with the Lord was the 
most diffi cult year of my entire 
life,” he said. “But it was also the 
best year of my life as a Christian. 

I came to sense the presence of a 
loving heavenly Father like I never 
did before. I have known Jesus and 
sensed the working of the Holy 
Spirit in my life for 36 years. But 
I never had the relationship with 
Abba Father like I do now. For me 
that has been simply sublime.”

Scripture is full of verses and stories 
of loss and grief. It’s not, however, 
until we experience those same situ-
ations that we necessarily fully grasp 
the depth of those passages. In “The 
Secret of Contentment,” Runnels in-
cludes a variety of verses that speak of 
experiencing grief and loss. He gives 
readers a fi rst-hand understanding of 
the depth and meaning of those pas-
sages as he walks through his personal 
journey of grief.

Runnels hopes “The Secret of 
Contentment” will serve as much 

needed help for others traveling 
the same life journey that he did.

“My hope is that many who are 
going through grief, loss and trag-
edy of various kinds will fi nd the 
same measure of comfort from Fa-

ther God’s presence and from His 
Word that my children and I did,” 
he said. “I also pray that the book 
will be used by God as an evange-
listic tool to lead others to a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
I have been giving it to neighbors 
and friends who don’t know Christ 
as a way to share my faith and to 
open discussion about having a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus.”  

Even though the loss of a loved 
one is devastating, Runnels reminds 
readers that “we have a hope—a liv-
ing hope—that someday we will see 
them clothed in immortal bodies.”Mark Runnels
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By James Cooper

Long ago, about 2000 years, when King Herod 
ruled Judea (now part of Israel), God sent the 
angel Gabriel to a young woman who lived in the 

northern town of Nazareth. The girl’s name was Mary 
and she was engaged to marry Joseph.

The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Peace be with you! 
God has blessed you and is pleased with you.” 

Mary was very surprised by this and wondered what 
the angel meant. 

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, God has been 
very kind to you. You will become pregnant by the Holy 
Spirit and give birth to a baby boy and you will call him 
Jesus. He will be God’s own Son and his kingdom will 
never end.” 

Mary was very afraid but she trusted God. “Let it 
happen as God chooses,” she replied to the angel. 

Gabriel also told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, 
who everyone thought was too old to have children, 
would have a baby boy whom God had chosen to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

Mary said goodbye to her family and friends and 
went to visit her cousin Elizabeth and her husband 
Zechariah. Elizabeth was very happy to see Mary. She 
knew that Mary had been chosen by God to be the 
mother of his Son. An angel had already told Zechariah 
that Elizabeth’s baby would prepare people to welcome 
Jesus. He was to be called John. Mary stayed with 
Elizabeth about three months and then returned home 
to Nazareth.

Joseph was worried when he found out that Mary 
was expecting a baby before their marriage had taken 
place. He wondered if he should put off the wedding 
altogether. 

Then an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said: “Don’t be afraid to have Mary as your wife.” The 
angel explained that Mary had been chosen by God to 
be the mother of his Son and told Joseph that the baby 
would be named Jesus which means “Saviour” because 
he would save people. When Joseph woke up, he did 
what the angel had told him to do and took Mary as his 
wife.

Journey to Bethlehem
At this time, the land where Mary and Joseph lived 

was part of the Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor 
Augustus wanted to have a list of all the people in the 
empire, to make sure they paid their taxes. He ordered 
everyone to return to the town where their families 
originally came from, and enter their names in a register 
(or census) there. 

Mary and Joseph travelled a long way (about 70 
miles) from Nazareth to Bethlehem, because that is 
where Joseph’s family came from. Most people walked 
but some lucky people had a donkey to help carry 
the goods needed for the journey. Joseph and Mary 
travelled very slowly because Mary’s baby was due to be 
born soon.

When they reached Bethlehem they had problems 
fi nding somewhere to stay. So many people had come to 
register their names in the census, that every house was 
full and every bed was taken in all of the inns. The only 
shelter that they could fi nd was a stable or cave with the 
animals. 

In this poor place Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son 
of God. In those days it was the custom to wrap newborn 
babies tightly in a long cloth called “swaddling clothes.” 
Jesus’ bed was the manger from which the animals ate 
their hay.

Angels appear to shepherds
In the hills and fi elds outside Bethlehem, shepherds 

looked after their sheep through the long night. 
Suddenly an angel appeared before them and the glory of 
God shone around them. The shepherds were very, very 
scared, but the angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I have good 
news for you and everyone. Today in Bethlehem a Saviour 
has been born for you. You will fi nd the baby lying in a 
manger.”

Then many more angels appeared, lighting up the 
sky. The shepherds heard them praising God, singing: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to everyone on 
earth.” 

When the angels had gone, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem to see what has 
happened.”

So the shepherds went to Bethlehem and found Mary 
and Joseph. The baby Jesus was lying in a manger as they 
had been told. When they saw him, they told everyone 
what the angel had said and everyone who heard the 
story was astonished. Then the shepherds returned to 
their sheep, praising God for sending his Son to be their 
Saviour.

Wise Men see star
When Jesus was born, a brand new bright star 

appeared in the sky. Some Wise Men in faraway 
countries saw the star and guessed what it meant. They 
were very clever men that studied the stars and had read 
in very old writings that a new star would appear when 
a great king was born. They set out to fi nd the new king 
and bring him gifts.

The Wise Men followed the star towards the country 

of Judea and when they got to the capital called 
Jerusalem they began to ask people: “Where is the child 
who is born to be king of the Jews?” 

Herod, the king of Judea, heard this and it made him 
very angry to think that someone might be going to take 
his place as king. Herod sent for the Wise Men to come 
to him. He told them to go on following the star until 
they had found the baby king. He said: “When you have 
found him, let me know where he is, so that I can go 
and worship him.” But Herod did not tell them that he 
really had an evil plan in mind to kill the new baby.

The Wise Men followed the star towards Bethlehem 
(where it said that the king would be born in the old 
writings). It seemed to stop and shine directly down 
upon the place where Jesus was.

The Wise Men entered the house where they now 
lived and found Jesus with Mary. They bowed down 
and worshipped him. The Wise Men spread the gifts 
they had brought before Jesus. The gifts were gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

The Wise Men were warned in a dream, by God, not 
to go back to Herod. So they returned home to their 
countries in the East by a different way.

Flight to Egypt
When the Wise Men had gone, an angel appeared to 

Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” the angel said, “take Jesus 
and Mary and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for Jesus to kill him.” 

So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary during the 
night and they left for Egypt, where they stayed until 
Herod died.

When Herod realized that he had been tricked by 
the Wise Men, he was furious and he gave orders to kill 
all the boys aged two or younger in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding area. This was to try and kill the new king, 
as his plan to fi nd the location of the new king from the 
Wise Men had failed.

After Herod had died, Joseph had another dream in 
which an angel appeared to him. The angel said, “Get up, 
take Jesus and Mary and go back to Israel, for those who 
were trying to kill Jesus are dead.”

So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary and they went 
back to Israel. But when he heard that Herod’s son was 
now king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. So instead 
they went to Galilee, and lived in their old town of 
Nazareth.

Used with permission from www.whychristmas.com, 
one of the largest Christmas information sites on the 
web. James Cooper is a Christmas loving web designer 
from the U.K.

The Christmas 
Story


