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By Scott Noble

COON RAPIDS — Cité So-
leil, Haiti, is a tough area. The 
suburb of Port-au-Prince has 
some 300,000 residents, most of 
whom live in extreme poverty 
and in highly populated living 
arrangements. For years, gangs 
controlled the area, making it a 
dangerous and uncertain place. 
The devastating earthquake that 
struck the country in January 
of 2010 only made conditions 
worse. 

Kids who grow up in the area 
experience more hardships and 
challenges than those in most 
other areas of the world. 

Yet despite the poverty, vio-
lence, diffi cult living conditions 
and overpopulation, there is 
hope—hope in the form of 
several organizations commit-
ted to providing help and op-
portunities.

Haitian Initiative
Recently, a group of 18 Hai-

tian boys traveled to the Twin 
Cities to participate in the 
Schwan’s USA Cup soccer tour-
nament, where they took second 
place out of 11 teams in their di-
vision. The team is sponsored by 
Haitian Initiative, a school-based 
soccer program in Cité Soleil 
that gives students an opportuni-
ty to attend class, play soccer and 
enjoy a meal each day provided 
by Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC). 

The meal provided by FMSC 
is, in fact, the only meal some 

Scoop of hope
Initiative brings Haitian recipients 
of food aid to the Twin Cities

PHOTO BY WENDY NOBLE 

A Haitian soccer player signs his name to a box of food that will go to a needy 
family somewhere in the world. He was one of a group of 18 teen boys, 
themselves recipients of food from Feed My Starving Children, who traveled to 
the Twin Cities to pack food for others.

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — Last month, 
Minnesota for Marriage announced 
a new initiative aimed at support-
ing traditional marriage in the state 
Legislature. The Minnesota Major-
ity Initiative will attempt to build 
a traditional marriage majority in 
2014 by supporting incumbents 
who opposed same-sex marriage 
legislation in 2013 and candidates 
currently not in offi ce but running 
next fall.

“The majority of Minnesotans 
support marriage between one 
man and one woman, and they 

deserve a majority of represen-
tatives in their government who 
do as well,” said John Helmberger, 
chairman of Minnesota for Mar-
riage and CEO of Minnesota Fam-
ily Council, via a media statement. 
“The Marriage Majority Initiative 
will serve as a resource to Minneso-
tans who want to see a pro-marriage 
majority restored in the Minnesota 
House.”

After Minnesotans failed to con-
stitutionally support traditional 
marriage defi nitions during the 
2012 election cycle, the Minnesota 

Group announces 
marriage initiative
Aims to promote traditional 
marriage in legislature

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — Starting in 
January, private employers in Min-
nesota will no longer be able to in-
clude a box on their initial applica-
tion forms asking applicants if they 
have been arrested or have a con-
viction on their record. The legisla-
tion, known as “Ban the Box,” stipu-
lates that employers must wait until 
an applicant has been selected for 
an interview or has been given a 
conditional offer of employment 
before asking about a criminal 
record or conducting a criminal  
background check, according to 
the Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Rights (MDHR).

The legislation will continue to 

“protect vulnerable adults and chil-
dren from people with violent or 
sexual criminal histories,” accord-
ing to the MDHR.  

In Minnesota, the Ban the Box 
law for public employers has been 
in effect since 2009.

The goal of the legislation, ac-
cording to supporters, is to help 
job applicants who may have an ar-
rest record or conviction not be de-
fi ned by their past, especially if they 
have learned from their mistakes 
and have made amends. 

For Christian recovery organiza-
tions in Minnesota, this legislation 
has been a long time coming. 

George Gipson, who heads R3 

Restoration is goal of 
‘Ban the Box’ legislation
Christian recovery ministries supported bill

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — The Twin Cit-
ies of 2013 is much different than 
the Twin Cities of 1913. And it will 
be much different in 2113. As more 
people move to the Twin Cities and 
as more people move to cities from 
rural areas across the globe, various 
cultures and languages converge. 

This meeting of people, cultures 
and languages presents a challenge 
for the church, locally and globally: 
how to reach an increasingly di-
verse people with the gospel.

That’s the question that has en-
ergized the MissionShift Institute 
since its founding in 1995. Former-
ly the School of Urban Ministry, the 
Institute aims to train lay people to 
minister to those across cultures 

and languages. 
“MissionShift Institute is aimed 

directly at training lay people 
to create small, no-cost ministries 
to befriend, serve and minister to 
immigrants and their families,” said 
the Rev. Roland Wells, senior pastor 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Minneapolis and head pastor at the 
Minneapolis site of the Institute. “It 
teaches students concrete tools that 
help them to understand people 
of other cultures and do creative 
ministry in our quickly changing 
context.”

Wells believes three pieces must 
be present in order for biblical, ho-
listic ministry to occur: proclama-
tion of the gospel, human need and 

Cross-cultural training program enters 19th year
MissionShift Institute aims to train lay people to start ministries

MissionShift Institute classes meet in two metro-area locations on Monday 
evenings. See TRAINING, page 6

See FMSC, page 2
See BAN THE BOX, page 6

See MARRIAGE, page 15
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of the kids receive each day. That 
connection to FMSC also made 
their experience in the U.S. more 
personal. When their soccer tour-
nament was done, the boys got the 
chance to help pack meals at FMSC 
in Coon Rapids—the same meals 
they rely on back home. 

The team put together what 
FMSC calls MannaPack™ Rice, 
which was developed in 1993 and 
includes rice, soy, dehydrated veg-
etables and fl avoring fortifi ed with 
20 vitamins and minerals. The meal 
was developed by scientists at Car-
gill and General Mills to help pre-
vent malnutrition.    

In addition to FMSC and the Hai-
tian Initiative, The Sanneh Founda-
tion of St. Paul and Latitude round-
ed out the groups who played a role 
in the boys’ trip to Minnesota. 

Mark Crea, who is the executive 
director and CEO of FMSC, be-
lieves the trip was a great opportu-
nity to bring together organizations 
that are making a positive impact 
in the lives of young Haitian soccer 
players.

“Since a lot of these kids live on 
our food in Cité Soleil, in the gar-
bage dump, it was just kind of a 
cool opportunity to take them and 
bring them here and have them 
pack some of the food that they [re-
ceive back home],” he said. 

That experience also gave the 
kids an opportunity to give back—
by packing food for other needy 
people around the world.

“When we were bringing the 
team over here, I was thinking, 
‘What a great connection for them 
… to come and visit the site and to 
experience what it is to volunteer 
and to prepare the food for some-

FMSC…
Continued from page 1

body like themselves who is in need 
and what a great full circle that 
would be for them,’” said Laura 
Fixsen, lead advocate for the soc-
cer program for Healing Haiti and 
a volunteer director for the Haitian 
Initiative.

Junior Obrand is a food aid co-
ordinator for FMSC. He helps 
oversee food distribution efforts in 
Haiti, the Dominican Republic and 
Jamaica. And, like the group of soc-
cer players who visited from Haiti, 
he lived in Haiti, spending his last 
10 years there only a few short miles 
from where the boys live in Cité So-
leil. 

“I can relate to [them],” he said. 
“I feel like I am just helping some 

of my friends.”
The food, however, is more than 

just something to fi ll their stom-
achs, Obrand said. It’s a lifeline to 
something more, something better.

“Every scoop of rice is a scoop of 
hope,” he said. “I tell people that 
hunger is not an empty stomach. 
It’s the hopelessness behind hun-
ger. It’s not knowing where the 
next meal is coming from. They 
can go to school. Most kids in Haiti 
only get one meal a day, and they 
get that meal from school. So when 
you come here and pack food, 
you’re helping in education, and 
food is the platform …. Food is the 
very basic. Anything else comes af-
ter that.”

FMSC was founded in 1987 and 
sends its pre-packaged meals to 
nearly 50 developing countries 
each year. According to informa-
tion from its most recent fi scal year, 
the Christian nonprofi t organiza-
tion produced some 163 million 
meals in that 12-month period.

In addition to the millions of 
FMSC meals sent around the 
globe each year, perhaps the most 
memorable—or unique—aspect 
of FMSC is its volunteer focus. 
The volunteers—regular people, 
church groups, mission personnel, 
school children and others—pack 
the meals and play at least a small 
role in providing hope to someone 
around the world.

For more information about FMSC, 
visit www.fmsc.org; for more informa-
tion about Healing Haiti, visit www.
healinghaiti.org; for more information 
about The Sanneh Foundation, visit 
www.thesannehfoundation.org; and 
for more information about Latitude, 
visit www.workwithlatitude.com.

PHOTO BY WENDY NOBLE 

FMSC Executive Director Marc Crea (blue shirt) looks on as 18 Haitian boys pack food for needy people around the world.

Providing that food not only 
stems the tide of hunger but also 
helps position the recipients to live 
more fruitful lives, according to 
Crea.

“It is unleashing God’s potential 
in a human being,” he said. “You 
can’t plug it in to a formula and say, 
‘Let’s take a child plus good nutri-
tion equals what?’ Because you un-
leash that God-given potential, and 
you just don’t know what the equals 
is going to be.”

Providing the food is just one 
step, but it opens up the doors for 
so much more. 

That meal—and all it promises—
brings about an unmistakable re-
sponse from recipients. 

“To see that in the kids’ faces, 
we get to see it a lot in moms’ faces 
when you look at a mom only in a 
way a mom can react and she says, 
‘God bless you for saving my ba-
bies,’” Crea said. “Well, I didn’t save 
your babies; it’s all those people out 
in that room that did that.”

Young Haitian boys who receive 
FMSC meals and who also received 
a chance to volunteer to help feed 
others brings the effort full circle.

“Tonight is a win-win for every-
body,” Fixsen said. “I have served 
at FMSC many times over the years, 
and then it’s just such a heart con-
nection to actually touch and look 
into the eyes of somebody that’s re-
ceiving it and smile and tell them 
you love them and give them a 
hug.” 
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ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is headed 
because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

 Live Replay
AM 1030 WCTS Sat. 9am Sun. 9am
AM 980 KKMS Sat. 9am Sun. 12pm 
AM 1280 The Patriot Sat. 9am Sun. 8am
FM 88.1 WAJC Sat. 8am Sun. 8am 

Unstoppable faith
Kirk Cameron’s new fi lm 
explores personal journey 
in the midst of tragedy

Students from Liberty University converse with actor Kirk Cameron while shooting footage for his new movie 
“Unstoppable.” Many of the scenes were shot at Liberty University. Cameron said he partnered with the university because 
of its commitment to train its students in a biblical worldview. 

What: “Unstoppable,” a new 
movie by actor and evangelist 
Kirk Cameron, will have a one-
night showing at an estimated 
700 theaters. “It [will be] an 
exciting way for people to watch 
simultaneously,” Cameron said. 
“This is like a concert. We are 
coming to town We’re here for one 
night. If you want to come, we’ve 
got room, but you’ve got to get your 
tickets.”

When: Sept. 24

Where: Simulcast from Liberty 
University and shown in theaters 
nationwide. Local screenings: 
Eagan 16; Eden Prairie 18; Elk 
River 17; Arbor Lakes Megastar 16 
in Maple Grove; Brooklyn Center 
20; Showplace ICON at The West 
End in Minneapolis; Rosedale 14 in 
Roseville; and Oakdale Cinema.

Tickets: unstoppablethemovie.com

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — After his docu-
mentary “Monumental,” which 
looked at the history of the found-
ing of America, actor Kirk Cam-
eron is back with a new theatrical 
endeavor: “Unstoppable.” The doc-
umentary looks at the question of 
good and evil and how they impact 
our lives. 

According to the movie web-
site, the fi lm “creatively asks—and 
answers—the age-old question: 
Where is God in the midst of trag-
edy and suffering?”

The movie is based on a true 
story “that has become the most 
personal and transparent project I 
have ever made regarding my faith,” 
Cameron said on the website. “… We 
will discover with our eyes wide open 
that life is stronger than death, good is 
stronger than evil, and faith is stronger 

than doubt.” 
“Unstoppable” will have a one-night 

showing at an estimated 700 theaters 
across the country on Sept. 24.

“It was an exciting way for people 

to watch simultaneously,” Cameron 
said. “This is like a concert. We are 
coming to town. We’re here for one 

night. If you want to come, we’ve 
got room, but you’ve got to get your 
tickets.”

Christian Examiner staff report

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS — 
Church of All Nations (CAN) in 
Columbia Heights will host the 3rd 
Annual Leadership Conference 
“Christian Hospitality: Restoring 
the Broken Table” Oct. 4 – 5. The 
event is sponsored by Church of All 
Nations and The Mennonite Work-
er of Minneapolis.

Organizers aim to explore how 
the North American church can 
rediscover the practice of Christian 
hospitality.

“To recover this ethos, then, we 
will have to learn from and dialogue 
[with] others who have risked hos-
pitality; face our history, prejudices 
and divisions honestly; name and 
confess our fears; and then begin 
taking steps in opening our homes 
and tables to strangers, where we 
might share and experience Christ 

in our midst,” said John Nelson, 
coordinator of the Internship Pro-
gram at CAN. “This is easier when 
we take these steps with a network 
of other Christians on the same 
journey, which this conference will 
help to facilitate.”

Speakers include Richard Beck, 
professor and department chair 
of Psychology at Abilene Christian 
University; Mary Jo Leddy, speaker, 
theologian and social activist; the 
Rev. Jin Kim, founding pastor of 
Church of All Nations; and Mark 
Van Steenwyk, co-founder of The 
Mennonite Worker and author of 
“The unKingdom of God: Embrac-
ing the Subversive Power of Repen-
tance.”

The event is designed for pastors, 
theologians, seminarians, commu-
nity activists, congregational lead-
ers and others interested in learn-
ing how to embrace Jesus’ example 

of hospitality.
“We know that offering genuine 

hospitality is costly,” Nelson con-
tinued. “Opening up our homes, 
dinner tables and lives can easily 
be rejected, misinterpreted and ex-
ploited. It is also unpredictable and 
can be inconvenient. And yet, it is 
also the source of the most amazing 
experiences of learning, grace, for-
giveness, transformation and joy. As 
we live out this ancient practice, we 
encounter the humanity of people 
different from us, learn more about 
ourselves and are led to struggle for 
justice in the world in new ways—not 
as a project, but out of relationships 
energized by compassion and love.”

Registration is available based on 
income or ability to pay. 

For more information on “Christian 
Hospitality: Restoring the Broken 
Table,” visit www.brokentable.org.

Conference to address Christian hospitality

Christian Examiner staff report

NORTH BRANCH — Ruby’s 
Pantry will hold its fi rst food distri-
bution in the Twin Cities on Satur-
day, Sept. 7 at Trinity Tabernacle in 
Minneapolis. Each month, the food 
distribution network will provide 
food to needy families and individ-
uals at the same location and time. 

The effort is an outreach of 
Home and Away Ministries, which 
works with area churches to meet 
the physical and spiritual needs of 
community members. 

Currently, Ruby’s Pantry delivers 
food to more than 40 churches in rural 
Minnesota and Wisconsin—providing 
sustenance to some 10,000 families 

each month. The ministry has a facil-
ity in North Branch, as well as one in 
Waupaca, Wis. 

At the distribution each month, 
the ministry asks for a $15 donation 
from each person, ensuring that “it 
is a hand up and not a hand out,” 
according to a media release. Ten 
percent of the $15 donation stays 
with the local church. 

Since the food is corporate sur-
plus, the amount and variety of it 
varies each month. However, the 
ministry noted that there is “an 
abundance of food.” 

The name Ruby’s Pantry came 
from Lyn Sahr, the founder of 
Home and Away Ministries. Ruby 
was his grandmother’s name. Her 

philosophy, according to Sahr, was, 
“There may be a time you cannot 
get help … but there is never a time 
you cannot give help!” 

In 2012, Ruby’s Pantry distribut-
ed more than 9,000,000 pounds of 
food to more than 100,000 families. 

Sahr said he never could have imag-
ined how large the ministry would grow, 
but God sometimes has plans bigger 
than we can imagine.

“If you don’t believe in miracles,” 
he said, via the release, “just hang 
around Ruby’s Pantry because we 
see miracles every day!”

For more information about Ru-
by’s Pantry, visit www.rubyspantry.
org or call (320) 629-7400.

Rural food ministry expands to Twin Cities

Christian Examiner staff report

ROSEVILLE — Roseville Cov-
enant Church will host the AGAPE 
Bible Study for individuals with spe-
cial needs beginning on Monday, 
Sept. 9 at 7:00 p.m. and running 
each Monday evening until May 
2014.

The Bible study is designed for 
individuals with special needs “who 
are able to read and write,” ac-
cording to Community Bible Study 
(CBS), which is sponsoring the 

study.
During the study, individuals 

will experience large group time, 
hands-on teaching and core group 
discussion and will focus on the 
books of Proverbs and Mark.

CBS believes higher functioning 
individuals with special needs are 
an unreached people group in the 
U.S.

“They want to study God’s Word, 
but most churches and organiza-
tions target the lower functioning 
segment of the population or pro-

vide opportunities that are beyond 
their intellectual capabilities,” ac-
cording to organizers. “Our mem-
bers want to study God’s Word and 
appreciate AGAPE because they 
have fi nally found a place where 
God’s Word is shared in a way that 
they understand and are not ‘talk-
ed down to.’ AGAPE means ‘God’s 
love,’ and it’s for everyone.”

For more information about the 
Bible study, call (651) 490-9041 
or email lindalamusga@gmail.com. 

Church to host special needs Bible study
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Are you lonely, stressed out, in 
fi nancial turmoil, uncertain about 
the future? Not that it makes it bet-
ter, but you are not alone. 

A new survey from Barna Group 
reveals how Americans view them-
selves and life in general today as 
opposed to some 10 years ago. The 
results—in some cases—are en-
couraging, while in some respects 
there is reason for concern.

Currently, eight out of 10 Ameri-
cans describe themselves as happy, 
compared with nine out of 10 a 
decade ago. Who are the happiest? 
Millennials, those fi nancially well-
off and practicing Catholics. 

Ten years ago, some 12 percent 
of respondents said they were lone-
ly; today that number has almost 
doubled to 20 percent. With the 
ease of communication today—
smart phones, social media, video 
technology, etc.—it’s surprising 
that so many Americans fi nd some-
thing missing in their lives socially. 
Or is it surprising considering these 

so-called advances in communica-
tions?

Take loneliness a step further, 
and many people see links and con-
nections between loneliness and 
the increased number of suicides 
among Americans. 

Ross Douthat, writing in “The 
New York Times,” said “[m]ore 
Americans now die of suicide than 
in car accidents, and gun suicides 
are almost twice as common as 
gun homicides.” Douthat goes on 
to state, using research from soci-
ologist Brad Wilcox, that “there’s 
a strong link between suicide and 
weakened social ties.” 

It’s not diffi cult to then make the 
assumption that when individuals 
aren’t tied into social groups and 
societal institutions, they are more 
likely to feel alone, alienated and 
susceptible to unhealthy thoughts 
and actions.

Our society promises us more 
“connection” and “communica-
tion across a broad spectrum of 

platforms” but lost amidst these 
so-called “technological advances” 
is the human component: the abil-
ity and promise of relating one on 
one, in person, with another hu-
man being. The purpose? To fulfi ll 
our God-given desire to be in com-
munity with each other. 

God created each of us with this 
desire and need for human interaction. 
While some may only enjoy community 
with a small group of people, others 
may be fulfi lled when they encounter 
a vast number of people. Regardless, 
this social component cannot be 
substituted by technology—even in 
its best forms.

That’s where the church comes 
in. 

For 2,000 years, the church—and 
thousands of years before that, the 
synagogue—has played a central 
role in community life. Today, per-
haps, the church is situated better 
than it has been for a long time in 
regards to the increasing reality of 
loneliness and disconnectedness. 

With the traditional forms of 
communal activity eroding or dis-
appearing altogether, the church 
still resides at the spiritual, physi-
cal and relational center of most 
communities. While the American 
culture continues to evolve in ways 
not necessarily benefi cial to our 
spiritual underpinnings, the actual 
presence of the church and what it 
can provide and be for a commu-
nity still holds that potential. 

The key is developing ways to 
invite community members—the 
lonely and isolated—into the life 
of the church. Or better yet, for the 
church to develop ways to interact 
with its community in ways that 
draw in the increasingly number of 
lonely and isolated people.

There are many examples of 
churches that do just that—lo-
cally and nationally. But maybe we 
should take information like this 
and make a more concerted effort 
to be that physical, relational and 
spiritual center of our communi-
ties. The words of Jesus provide life, 
healing and restoration. And the 
community of people striving after 
this life can be a formidable force 
among themselves and with those 
who are lonely, isolated and buf-
feted by despair.  

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

The Presbyterian Committee on 
Congregational Song (USA) vot-
ed to ban “In Christ Alone” from 
their list of worship songs. What’s 
wrong with it? One line: “Till on 
that cross as Jesus died, the wrath 
of God was satisfi ed.” The commit-
tee suggested a slight change: “Till 
on that cross as Jesus died, the love 
of God was magnifi ed,” but the 
songwriters, Keith Getty and Stuart 
Townend, didn’t budge.

Oh, bother. Do we have to add 
“Hymnal-gate” to our list of scan-
dals? Well, at least Presbyterians 
can still sing “In Christ Alone” in 
their cars on the way home from 
church.

What exactly is a scandal? And 
what makes a scandal “phony?”

When a reporter asked White 
House Press Secretary Jay Carney 
what President Obama meant by 
“phony scandals,” he cited the tar-
geting of conservative groups by 
the IRS and the terrorist attack 
on our consulate in Benghazi. Ac-
cording to Carney, these incidents 
aren’t scandals. They simply refl ect 
“poor performance.”

In the New Testament, the word 
“scandal” (skandalon) refers to a meta-
phorical “trap” that encourages people 

to sin, or to Christ, the “stumbling-
stone” that causes some people to take 
a nosedive. So a “scandal” can either 
be a trap or a trip.

In the fi rst usage, unseemly ac-
tivity that incites others to sin is 
considered a bona fi de scandal (cf. 
Matthew 13:41; 18:7). Why? Inten-
tional provocations often set off a 
chain reaction. I call it sin’s “bomb-
effect.”

For example, one mom made a 
request that her sons become ex-
ecutive directors of God’s kingdom, 
and the disciples instantly blew a 
gasket (Matthew 20:20-24). Sin’s 
bomb-effect can go off at the oddest 
times: at home, work, church and 

children’s sports games. One un-
seemly word or deed can provoke 
a toxic plume of sinful responses. 
Suddenly, we’re the one caught in a 
nasty fog for days on end. The col-
lateral damage is real, all right.

Unfortunately, these scandalous 
provocations can turn phony. For 
example, a guy named Onesimus 
stole something at work and left 
town. His boss, Philemon, had ev-
ery reason to be angry. But then 
Paul went ahead and got involved. 
Because Onesimus repented, Paul 
asked Philemon to forgive and rec-
oncile. 

Would Philemon and Onesimus 
really live in the reality of what 
Christ accomplished on the cross? 
Would the apology be enough to 
diffuse the bomb-effect? I don’t 
know if Philemon forgave him, but 
if he didn’t, I know that it’s awfully 
painful for the contrite to live in 
the shadow of the cross when the 
offended are determined to “gin 
up” bogus scandals.

What if Onesimus had refused to 
take responsibility for his bad be-
havior? Could Philemon disarm the 
booby trap? Yes (by God’s grace). 
Philemon could still respond to 
Onesimus with a love that “covers 

a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8; 
James 5:20). 

To “cover” does not mean to ig-
nore sin but to do everything in our 
power to prevent sin from develop-
ing any further. “Love covers a mul-
titude of sins” when we neutralize 
tripwires, diffuse explosives, forgive 
seventy times seven and humbly 
seek to mend broken relationships.

When grace abounds to reduce 
the multiplication of sin, grace also 
abounds to overcome sin. Paul didn’t 
stop with “where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more” (Romans 
5:20). He ramped up the stakes by 
saying how “much more will those 
who receive abundance of grace and 
the free gift of righteousness reign in 
life through the one man Jesus Christ” 
(Romans 5:17). 

The “grace-bomb” not only re-
stores our busted relationships, the 
“grace-bomb” also enables us to live 
a joyous, victorious life through 
Christ.

In the second usage, Christ is 
the scandalous “stumbling-stone” 
(1 Corinthians 1:23; 1 Peter 2:8). 
Why? Apparently for some people, 
there’s too much blood and (gulp) 
wrath-stuff associated with Him. 

The question is: Can people 

twist the cross into a phony scandal? 
When they say, “the cross, the cross, 
the cross … OK, yes, Jesus rocks. He 
died for our sins. Can we move on 
to how-to-be-a-better-me? No? You 
mean to tell me that when He died, 
we died with Him? That makes no 
sense. Entered into Christ’s death, 
resurrection and ascension the mo-
ment we believed? Madness! Who 
can believe such a cockamamie … 
oops!” (Crash).

The Rock of our salvation is the 
ultimate “Scandal-gate.” When you 
realize that “you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Colossians 3:3), life will no 
longer be about you or me. We’ll 
likely want to belt out: “no guilt 
in life, no fear in death, this is the 
power of Christ in me; from life’s 
fi rst cry to fi nal breath, Jesus com-
mands my destiny. No power of 
hell, no scheme of man, can ever 
pluck me from His hand; till He re-
turns or calls me home, here in the 
power of Christ I’ll stand.”

G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assis-
tant professor of Biblical Studies at 
Bethel University and a member at 
First Baptist Church of Minneapolis. 
She blogs at www.askdrglow.com.

Real  versus phony scandals

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Can you meet my needs?

G.J. Wiese

Robert Duffett

John Adams, age 20, was con-
fused and worried. The future au-
thor of The Massachusetts Consti-
tution, member of the Continental 
Congress, diplomat to England, 
France and the Netherlands dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, vice 
president to George Washington 
and president of the United States, 
thought his future prospects dim.

Inspired by a sermon, he quit 
teaching, decided not to become a 
minister and signed a contract with 
a local attorney to “read law,” as law 
school was then called. He became 
a lawyer. Those who knew him said 
he was brilliant, thin skinned, vain, 
hardworking, passionate, quick to 
anger and to forgive, witty, caustic 
and cynical. Abigail, his wife, said 
his only character fl aw was irritabil-
ity.

He had a unique talent. He in-
tuitively knew where history was go-

ing. Today, we would say Adams was 
a strategic thinker. He was the fi rst 
founder to discern that reconcilia-
tion with England was impossible 
and war inevitable. He nominated 
George Washington for the posi-
tion of Commander and Chief of 
the Continental Army. He asked 
Thomas Jefferson to compose the 
Declaration of Independence. He 
wrote the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts in 
1779, which still is in effect today. It 
was used in 1787 as a model for the 
United States Constitution. 

As president, he nominated John 
Marshall to the Supreme Court. 
Marshall served longer as Chief 
Justice than any in Court history. 
He also avoided what historians 
refer to as the “Quasi War” with 
France. Alexander Hamilton and 
even George Washington in the 
last months of his life advocated 

war. Had war erupted and Adams 
not made peace with France, it is 
doubtful that Thomas Jefferson, 
three years later as president, could 
have purchased—or that Napoleon 
Bonaparte would have sold—what 
we now call the Louisiana Purchase. 
Jefferson himself said the Louisiana 
Purchase was one of the top accom-
plishments of his presidency.

Biographer David McCullough 
said Adams was both a committed 
Christian and independent thinker.

However, the combination of 
his temperament, intellect and 
independent judgment often got 
him into religious and political 
trouble. He rejected much of the 
evangelical theology of his church 
background.  He did not believe 
in original sin or the Trinity and 
thought salvation by grace was a 
theological “cop-out,” discouraging 
the practice of virtue. When some 

questioned his beliefs suggesting 
that perhaps he was not even a 
Christian, he thundered back, “I 
say you are no Christian and there, 
the account is balanced.” 

Politically, he hated slavery and 
banks. This offended friend and slave-
holder Thomas Jefferson and Secretary 
of the Treasury under President Wash-

ington, Alexander Hamilton.
Adams indeed was a Christian of 

independent thought. He was a lifelong 
member of the established Congrega-
tional Church of Massachusetts. He 
attended church weekly. When he 
was a delegate to the First Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia (1774), he 
went to church at least twice and often 
three times on Sunday. 

He compared and complained 
about the preaching in the multiple 
denominations of Philadelphia. He 
hated preachers who were indiffer-
ent or dull. At the same Congress, he 
opposed Thomas Jefferson’s attempt 
to ban instituting a day of prayer 
and fasting throughout the Colonies. 
He was particularly attracted to the 
moral teachings of Jesus and the early 
church. He was no deist. He thought 
the founding of America was divinely 

The faith of our founding fathers

See DUFFETT, next PAGE



September 2013 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 5www.christianexaminer.com

Editor, Scott Noble:  ........................................................ (651) 644-5813    
 scottnoble@christianexaminer.com

General Sales Manager, Curt Conrad:  ............................. (952) 746-4768
 curt@christianexaminer.com

Sales, Bruce Slinden:  ..................................................... (763) 657-7065
 bruce@christianexaminer.com

Calendar:  ...................1-800-326-0795 • calendar@christianexaminer.com

Classifieds:  .............1-800-326-0795 • classifieds@christianexaminer.com

Distribution: ......................1-800-326-0795 • info@christianexaminer.com

General Inquiries:  ..............1-800-326-0795 • info@christianexaminer.com

The Minnesota Christian Examiner, formerly the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, 
is a monthly publication of Selah Media Group. Subscriptions cost $19.95 a year. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113.

MCE is an independent Christian newspaper founded in 1978 by Terry D. 
White. Column viewpoints are of their respective authors and do not necessarily 
represent the opinion of MCE management or staff. The MCE is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts.

Advertising in the Minnesota Christian Examiner is open to those who wish to 
target the local Christian community. Some effort is made to screen advertisers. 
However, this does not imply endorsement by MCC management or staff. Read-
ers are advised to exercise normal caution when responding to advertisements 
in this paper. Advertising and editorial copy are subject to approval. 

We want to hear 
from you.
Send letters to the editor to: 
scottnoble@christianexaminer.com 

Minnesota Christian Examiner 
P.O. Box 131030 
St. Paul, MN 55113

Fax: 1-888-305-4947

A publication of Selah Media Group

© 2013

When life does not go as planned
This has not been an easy summer 

in my family. In a series of events that 
reads like something out of the book 
of Job, two siblings—both are my 
cousins—each lost children. These 
tragedies happened within a few weeks 
of each other.

In such situations, advice such 
as “… for those who love God, all 
things work together for good …” 
(Romans 8:28, ESV) may be accu-
rate, but it is not helpful. People 
need the opportunity to cry, to la-
ment and to mourn. When the pain 
is fresh, such things seem compas-
sionless and vaguely mocking.

Several times over this season, I have 
held on to the words of Scott Noble, 
the editor of this newspaper. A few 
months back, he wrote about one of 
his own dark seasons, and shared that 
it was only in hindsight that it became 
clear that God was not being stubbornly 
silent, but that God was silently hold-
ing him close. I’ve grabbed onto that 
many times.

I’ve confessed my love of the 
Psalms many times lately. Most of 
them, even the Psalms of Lament, 
end with a promising fl ourish; they 

are punctuated by the assurance of 
God’s faithfulness. Happy endings 
abound in the Psalms, and indeed, 
for God’s people the end will be in-
describably happy.

But then there’s Psalm 88.
Psalm 88 stands out because 

there is no happy ending. There 
is no fi nal word of hope and en-
couragement, no word that God 
will suddenly swoop in and turn ev-
erything around. The psalm itself 
seems dark and hopeless, and it 
leaves us with no glimmer of light, 
no touch of God’s grace, no anchor 
to grasp.

I am very thankful for that psalm. 
Sometimes, when our pain is at its 
deepest, we need permission to 

simply cry and mourn. We don’t 
want platitudes or easy answers—we 
want to grieve in a way that is appro-
priate to our loss. Psalm 88 demon-
strates that God understands and 
even sanctions such a response.

The power of the Psalms is in the 
fact that they are so fi rmly rooted 
both in God’s revelation of His 
own character, but equally rooted 
in their utter humanity. They en-
dure because human life is shot 
through with the results of the fall. 
The Psalms are not all comfortable; 
they are not meant to be. We are 
woefully fragile beings, vulnerable, 
and a hair’s breadth from eternity 
at every moment. The Psalms allow 
us to give voice to our deepest fears, 

concerns and exultations.
A few months back, someone ex-

pressed discomfort at the violence and 
darkness that serves as the backdrop 
for many of the Psalms. He argued 
that such things were not appropriate 
to contemporary life. My response was 
to point out, as gently as I could, that 
he has likely never suffered. I know 
people who have seen children die, 
stood stunned as someone was mur-
dered in front of them, or who have 
been persecuted for their faith—it is 
in those situations that the Psalms give 
us words.

Curiously, while the psalmists 
plead for justice and redemption, 
that always falls to God. He is in 
charge, and while we may not un-
derstand why things are as they 
are, we are encouraged to use the 
Psalms to pray through our strug-
gles. It’s not about changing God, 
as C. S. Lewis observed, it’s about 
changing us.

It has been stated, famously or in-
famously, that “When life hands you 
lemons, make lemonade.” Psalm 
88 recognizes that there are some 
things that cannot be made better 
by adding sugar and diluting them. 

It’s time we recognize that grieving is 
not a lack of faith but is an affi rmation 
of our own weakness and the fallenness 
of our lives. We learn that in every way, 
we are dependent on the grace of God, 
and it is through our Job moments that 
this can be most evident.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

…grieving is not a lack of 

faith but is an affi rmation of 

our own weakness…

Sam Helgerson

Millennials and mainlines: When ‘relevant’ Christianity is irrelevant
If we want Christianity to stay rel-

evant with young people, they say, 
we’ve got to rewrite the way we do 
church, including our songs. 

Recently, the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) dropped the hugely 
popular hymn, “In Christ Alone,” 
from its hymnal after its authors, 
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 
refused to omit a reference to Jesus 
satisfying the wrath of God.

In a powerful response over at 
First Things, Colson Center chair-
man Timothy George quotes Rich-
ard Niebuhr who, back in the 1930s, 
described this kind of revisionist 
Protestantism as a religion in which 
“A God without wrath brought men 
without sin into a kingdom without 
judgment through the ministra-
tions of a Christ without a cross.”

The response from the PCUSA, 
that their problem was not with 
God’s wrath but with the idea that 
Christ’s death satisfi ed God’s wrath, 
doesn’t change the fundamen-
tal problem of what George calls 
“squishy” theology. Theology is sup-
posed to be true, not palatable.

Along these lines, maybe you’ve 
seen the recent viral opinion piece 
on CNN by my friend, Christian 

blogger and author Rachel Held 
Evans. In it, Evans offers her an-
swers to the truly important ques-
tion, “why are millennials leaving 
the Church?”

To counter the exodus of young 
people from American churches, 
Evans says it’s time to own up to our 
shortcomings and give millennials what 
they really want—not a change in style 
but a change in substance. The answer 
to attracting millennials, she writes, is 
NOT “hipper worship bands” or hand-
ing out “lattés,” but actually helping 
them fi nd Jesus.

Amen. I couldn’t agree more.
Then she goes on, “[the Church 

is] too political, old-fashioned, un-
concerned with social justice and 
hostile to [LGBT] people.” Well, 

okay—anytime political programs 
co-opt our faith, or we ignore the 
needy and fail to love those with 
whom we disagree, we do the Gos-
pel of Christ great harm.

But when she writes that attracting 
millennials to Jesus involves “an end to 
the culture wars,” “a truce between sci-
ence and faith,” being less “exclusive” 
with less emphasis on sex, without “pre-
determined answers” to life’s questions, 
now I want to ask—are we still talking 
about the Jesus of biblical Christianity?

The attempt to re-make Jesus to 
be more palatable to modern scien-
tifi c and especially sexual sensibili-
ties has been tried before. In fact, 
it’s the reason Niebuhr said that 
brilliant line that I quoted earlier.

He watched as the redefi ning “Je-

sus Project” gave us mainline Prot-
estantism, which promotes virtually 
everything on Evans’ list for mil-
lennials. The acceptance of homo-
sexuality, a passion for the environ-
ment, prioritizing so-called “social 
justice” over transformational truth 
are all embodied in denominations 
like the United Methodist Church, 
the Episcopal Church and the Pres-
byterian Church (USA).

But religious millennials aren’t fl ock-
ing to mainline Protestant congrega-
tions. Mainline churches as a whole 
have suffered withering declines in the 
last few decades—especially among the 
young. What gives?

Well, in an another essay which 
appeared in First Things over twenty 
years ago, a trio of Christian researchers 
offered their theory on what’s behind 
the long, slow hemorrhage of mainline 
Protestant churches:

“In our study,” they wrote, “the 
single best predictor of church par-
ticipation turned out to be belief—
orthodox Christian belief, and es-
pecially the teaching that a person 
can be saved only through Jesus 
Christ.” This, said the researchers, 
was not (and I add, is still not) a 
teaching of mainline Protestant-
ism. As a dwindling denomination 
rejects a hymn which proclaims 
salvation “in Christ alone,” this re-
search sounds prophetic.

Evans is right that evangelical 
Christianity is responsible in many 
ways for the exodus of millennials. 
But ditching the Church’s unpalat-
able “old-fashioned” beliefs to be-
come more “relevant” to the young 
won’t bring them back.

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Ston-
estreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,” 
a radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

Ditching the Church’s unpalatable 

‘old-fashioned’ beliefs to become 

more ‘relevant’ to the young won’t 

bring them back.
John Stonestreet

orchestrated.
His last act of public service brought 

together the political and religious 

strands of his life. At age 85, six years 
before his death on July 4, 1826, Adams 
was elected delegate to revise the same 
Massachusetts Constitution he wrote. 
As he entered the meeting room, the 
assembled delegates rose, cheered and 
doffed their hats in respect.

He offered an amendment to dises-
tablish the Congregational Church of 
Massachusetts and guarantee complete 
religious freedom to all, especially Jews. 
His amendment was similar to the one 
Madison and Jefferson wrote 40 years 
earlier in Virginia. The amendment 

failed. Adams blamed narrow-minded 
Christians for its demise.

In his last years, like his best years, 
he knew where history was going and 
what was essential. Seven years after 
he died, Massachusetts disestablished 
the Congregational Church and en-

acted legislation guaranteeing religious 
freedom.

Robert G. Duffett is president 
of Eastern University in suburban 
Philadelphia and a graduate of 
Bethel University and Seminary.

DUFFETT…
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For more information about the 
MissionShift Institute and its class-
es, which begin Monday, Sept. 23 at 
6:30 p.m., visit www.missionshift.
org. Tuition is $200, and fi nancial 
support is available.  

a relationship.
The training occurs weekly at 

classes offered at two sites in the 
Twin Cities: at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis and at Lu-
theran Church of the Master in 
Brooklyn Center. Classes start Sept. 
23 and run through early May, with 
several weeks off for Christmas.

Several local colleges are deeply 
involved with the MissionShift Insti-
tute as well, including the Univer-
sity of Northwestern – St. Paul and 
Concordia University St. Paul. Par-
ticipants in the program come from 
variety of backgrounds: college stu-
dents looking for credit, those early 
in their careers and older adults, all 
looking for what Wells called “cross-
cultural savvy.”

The changes in culture over the pre-
vious 19 years have served as encourage-
ment for MissionShift Institute’s goals.

“The number of immigrants and 
their families in the Twin Cities has 
skyrocketed from less than 200,000 
[in 1995] to over 800,000,” Wells 
said. “Now about one in four people 
in the Twin Cities are immigrants, and 
these people live in every part of the 
Twin Cities, from North Minneapolis 
to North Oaks, from New Prague to 
North Branch.”

While some churches and ministries 
are effectively engaging immigrants 
with the gospel, others are looking for 
tangible ways to introduce the gospel 
across language and cultural barriers. 
The three-hour Institute classes each 
Monday night help train students to 
develop and lead cross-cultural minis-
tries, whether they are part of a larger 
church program or independent of an 
oversight group. 

Last year, MissionShift Institute 
courses were offered for the fi rst time 
at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 
Since then, the curriculum has been 
incorporated into classes at the school. 
Wells noted that they have witnessed re-
vitalization in area congregations that 
have utilized the Institute curriculum 
to help reach out to their communities.

Over the years, Wells said he has 
heard a recurring comment from those 
who have gone through the course. “I 
never thought I could be a leader!” 

Despite this initial fear or uncer-
tainty, many of them will go on to lead 
successful cross-cultural ministries.

“Across the length of the course, 
many of the students experience a 
deep change in their inner sense of 
being able to lead and create simple 
ministries,” Wells said.  

TRAINING…
Continued from page 1

Collaborative for Recovery, Reentry 
and Renewal, knows fi rsthand the 
importance of second chances. Gipson 
turned his life over to Christ after be-
ing convicted of bank robbery. He had 
given his life to Christ at an early age 
and had even felt God’s call when he 
was 18, but it wasn’t until 2001 when 
God “got all” of him.  

While in prison and after he was 
released, Gipson was fortunate enough 
to have several mentors who visited him 
and spoke life into him.

“Without that second chance,” he 
said, “where somebody believed in 
me, I would probably still be struggling 
just to try and fi gure out if I even have 
value in this community.”

Today, Gipson leads R3 Collabora-
tive, which includes a broad group of 
Christian ministries focused on recov-
ery and restoration. The ministry’s 
goal is to match those in prison or in 
treatment with mentors who can help 
them as they traverse the barriers and 
roadways to recovery and re-entry. 
Several prominent local ministries par-
ticipate in the Collaborative, including 
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge, 

Freedom Works, Midwest Challenge 
and Glorybound Ministries.

Gipson’s fi rst involvement with the 
Ban the Box legislation was in 2007 at 
the Second Chance Day on the Hill. 
When he became executive director 
of R3 in 2009, “it just became more 
apparent from my own struggles that 
this was something that really needed 
to be supported,” he said. 

Over the years, he has testifi ed at 
the state Capitol on several occasions 
and helped organize the presence of 
R3 supporters at Second Chance Day 
on the Hill events. 

As Christians, Gipson believes it’s 
essential to back efforts that support 
hope and restoration for those who 
have fallen.

“If we don’t raise the banner for 
social justice, then who really will?” 
he said. “Nobody should be more 
enthralled with the idea of restora-
tion than us as Christians. It’s one of 
those issues that we can still be tough 
on crime, but we have to be strong on 
social justice at the same time. Other-
wise, we’re just building prisons and 
prisons and prisons and denying any 
hope for change.”

Yet this view sometimes has it critics, 
who argue that we reap what we sow 
and our behaviors have consequences.

Gipson agrees.
“My Word tells me that you sow into 

the wind, you reap the whirlwind,” he 
said. “It brings consequences for our 
actions. However, there’s also the spot 
where our actions—we need to fi nd 
restoration … if we can’t give hope … 
then we might as well just put people 
away and just keep them there.”

According to the MDHR, more than 
90 million Americans have an arrest or 
conviction on their records; with more 
than 300 million people in the U.S., 
that’s nearly one-third of the entire 
population.

A key step in the recovery and re-
entry process is employment. One 
of R3’s programs is called Next Step 
Staffi ng, which helps those in recovery 
fi nd a job. It specifi cally helps veterans, 
ex-offenders and graduates of treat-
ment programs.

“[Next Step Staffi ng is] really rooted 
in the fact that when a person has lasting 
change or change has occurred—they 
really want to move forward, [we] really 
have the responsibility to put as many 
resources around them as we possibly 
can,” Gipson said. “One of those is 
that within the Body of Christ, we have 
tons of resources in the community. So 
Next Step Staffi ng is designed to put 
community around individuals who 

[desire] change.”
Gipson believes that if someone 

isn’t gainfully employed—and given 
the opportunity to fi nd a job—he or 
she can easily fall back into the same 
behaviors and patterns that led to 
problems in the past. 

“It’s one of those pieces that if a 
man’s not working, he just doesn’t seem 
to have any value,” Gipson said. “If we 
don’t employ them, people need to 
survive somehow. All behaviors—saved 
or not—creep back in.”

Now that R3 and others helped sup-
port the passage of Ban the Box leg-
islation, Gipson hopes to see changes 
regarding voting rights. In general, 
ex-offenders cannot have their voting 
rights restored until their sentences are 
complete, which not only means prison 
time but also probation or parole. De-
pending on each offender’s sentence, 
fulfi lling this obligation can take years. 

Gipson would like to see these laws 
changed or amended.

“I’m kind of an old proponent that 
if a man is working and paying his 
taxes, he should have representation,” 
he said. “Once you [move out of be-
ing incarcerated], you’re making the 
money, you’re making a difference for 
your family, you’re paying in, you’re 
working on social welfare rolls because 

BAN THE BOX…
Continued from page 1

For more information about R3 
Collaborative, visit www.r3collabora-
tive.org. For more information about 
Next Step Staffi ng, visit www.nssmn.
com. To read more about the “Ban 
the Box” legislation and its legal 
requirements for employers, visit the 
Minnesota Department of Human 
Rights website at http://mn.gov/
mdhr/employers/cbgc_faq.html.

you’re paying your child support, why 
wouldn’t you be able to vote? If a man’s 
working out here, he should be able to 
vote, in my opinion.”

That issue, however, is yet to be 
successfully challenged in Minnesota 
and nationally.

Nevertheless, Gipson believes his 
whole life has been centered on the 
opportunity to restart—to get a second 
chance. And he wants to make sure 
others have the same prospect.
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A one-hour radio program broadcast LIVE 
from a log cabin in northern Minnesota

The Gospel Cabin

Airing the 2nd and 4th Saturday night of each month at 7 PM

Hosted by 
Steven Keillor

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — When gospel 
and country music artist Guy Pen-
rod left the popular Gaither Vocal 
Band (GVB) in 2009, he felt God 
leading him in a new direction. For 
the previous 14 years, he had sung 
and toured with the award-winning 
group best known for its southern 
gospel sounds and reunion shows. 

 “There are seasons—obviously—
in everyone’s life, and I love sea-
sons,” Penrod explained about his 
decision to leave the GVB. “At this 
stage in life—eight kids, seven sons, 
two in college—we’re in a different 
place than we were 25 years ago.”

Penrod believed God wanted to 
him to “say some things that tie 
together” his reasons for singing. 
That “different place” was best rep-
resented by the release of Penrod’s 
fi rst solo country music album—
“Breathe Deeply”—in 2010. The 
album was a chance for him to 
expand the reach—so to speak—
of his musical goals and attract 
an audience that isn’t specifi cally 
Christian. However, Penrod notes 
there is signifi cant overlap between 
Christian music audiences and 
those who listen to country music.

“Country [music] people and 
Christian music listeners are much 
the same audience,” he said. “There 
is a big swath of country listeners 
who are just honest, church going, 
hard-working American folk, and 
they’re God fearing; they love the 
Lord.”

Penrod said this new musical 
direction allows him to sing about 
experiences that everyone under-
stands—not just Christians. 

“I choose and will continue to 
take subject matter that is perti-
nent to the everyday person’s life—
whether they are Christian or not,” 
he said. “I think that you take a 
Judeo Christian value taught from 
the Word, and wrap it beautifully 
and well crafted and put it into the 
marketplace because it works for 
believer or nonbeliever.”

The marketplace for this new di-
rection seems to be good, as Pen-
rod said the CD sales for “Breathe 
Deeply” were solid. He believes this 
new musical direction is “just good 
listening music” and hopes it will 

move people toward a deeper spiri-
tual understanding.

Even though he is expanding his 
reach into the country music genre, 
Penrod hasn’t forgotten his roots in 
gospel music. 

In 2012, he released the album 
“Hymns,” which includes a variety 
of well-known gospel favorites for 
his more traditional audience, in-
cluding “Leaning on the Everlast-
ing Arms”; “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus”; “Softly and Tenderly”; 
and several others.

“I believe that if you’re singing a 
love song to your wife, then it is a 
full-on love song to your wife,” he 
said. “If you’re singing a love song 
to Jesus, then it’s not ambiguous; 
it’s the love you have for Christ, and 
you say that.”

The Texas native grew up the son 
of a preacher. His musical career 
began early, his parents told him, 
when as a three-year-old he stood 
on a folding chair and sang “Fill My 
Cop Lord.” After high school, he 
received a vocal scholarship to at-
tend Liberty University in Virginia 
and taught voice for a year after 
college. 

But his passion was singing, so 
he moved back to Nashville and 
became a successful session singer 
who had the opportunity to sing 
with numerous artists across vari-
ous musical genres. It wasn’t long 
after that the Gaither Vocal Band 
came calling, and the next 14 years 
would be spent singing and touring 
the world.  

Penrod will perform at Benson 
Great Hall on the campus of Bethel 
University on Sunday, Sept. 29. The 
concert will include selections from 
the Gaither Vocal Band, as well as 
songs from his two solo albums. 

“We have a good night singing 
and having a good time talking and 

joking,” he said, referring to his 
tour. “I kind of try to make it feel 
like a living room, and I’m kind of 
doing a stand-up concert …. I don’t 
dance, and there are no fi reworks 
and all that kind of stuff. It’s just 
solid music that we really enjoy. Of 
course the subject matter is always 
hard to beat when you’re lifting up 
Jesus.”

Penrod just returned from four 
weeks of touring in Europe, where 
he performed 15 concerts. As with 
most artists, touring can be diffi cult 
when you spend time away from 
your family and undertake a gruel-
ing schedule. 

However, “when you can actually 
get up and sing for folks and you’re 
getting some feedback—you’re get-
ting real-time return on your invest-
ment, so to speak—that’s very grati-
fying,” he said. “Always has been, 
always will be for me. I love what 
I’m doing ….”

While in concert, Penrod hopes 
to intertwine a “life message” with 
the audience and that they will be 
led “into a place where they’d want 

Recognized for his many years with the Gaither Vocal Band and often featured in 
the Gaither Homecoming videos, Guy Penrod is known for a number of things: his 
booming tenor voice, his long gray hair and outlaw persona, an authentic faith 
and a big family. He and his wife, Angie, have seven sons and one daughter.

Popular gospel artist aims to reach broader audience
Guy Penrod coming to St. Paul this month

to follow the Maker, the lover of 
their souls.”

“Our prayer every night is the 
Holy Spirit meets with us, and He 
changes all of us—me and my band 
included—because He has been 

there ministering and working on 
us through the songs,” he said. 
“That is our prayer every night, 
and in our experience in these four 
years we’ve been doing it; that’s 
how God is using me.”

Who: Guy Penrod in concert

When: Sunday, Sept. 29, 2pm

Where: Benson Great Hall, 
 Bethel University

Cost: $22.25 / $27.25
 Group rate available (10+) 

Tickets: (651) 638-6333

www.musicforthemaster.com
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Yom Kippur Celebration 
of Praise and Worship 
with Messianic Musician Paul Wilbur
Friday, September 13
7:00 PM

St Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd.
Bloomington, MN 55437

No admission charge – Free-will offering will 
be received

MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES
PO Box 43953, Minneapolis, MN 55443 | 763-427-7162

www.midwesthebrewministry.org | info@midwesthebrewministry.org

MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES
Invites you to 2 EVENTS you won’t want to miss!

Join us for this exciting and memorable 
evening of praise and worship!

35th Annual Bible 
Prophecy Conference
Saturday, September 21
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

North Heights Lutheran Church
1700 Highway 96 W
Arden Hills, MN 55112

Delicious hot meals are available at the conference for $10. Please send your name, indicating how many lunches 
you are ordering to MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES, PO Box 43953, Minneapolis, MN 55443 along with a 
check made out to Midwest Hebrew Ministries for each meal ordered. Tickets will not be mailed. You can pick up 
your tickets at the MHM table when you arrive at the conference. For further information call 763-427-7162.

Dr. Rob Lindsted
Milk & Honey Ministries

Joel Richardson
Joel Richardson Ministries

No registration fee
Free-will offerings will be received during the conference

EVENTONE

EVENTTWO

For more information about 40 
Days for Life Twin Cities and to reg-
ister, visit www.40daysforlife.com/
twincities or call (651) 771-1500 
ext. 211. For more information about 
PLAM, visit www.plam.org.

▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — In the six years 
the pro-life campaign 40 Days 
for Life has operated around 
the country—and world—nearly 
600,000 people have participated, 
including 16,000 churches. Cam-
paigns have been held in 500 cit-
ies and in 19 countries, and offi -
cials say nearly 40 abortion clinics 
have closed during that time.

For organizers, however, those 
aren’t the most important num-
bers. What really matters to them 
is the number of lives saved: 
7,536.

This fall’s national 40 Days for 
Life initiative begins Sept. 25 
and runs through Nov. 3. It aims 
to unite the Body of Christ dur-
ing 40 days of fasting, prayer and 
peaceful activism—with the goal 
of ending abortion. 

In the Twin Cities, Pro-Life 
Action Ministries (PLAM) plays 
a major role in organizing and 
scheduling the event. Brian Walk-
er, program director for PLAM, 

wants to see each of the 40 days 
“adopted” by a church or minis-
try, meaning each participating 
church would be responsible to 
provide two or more people per 
hour on the street from 6:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m.

That congregational involve-
ment would be signifi cant. In his 
experience with 40 Days for Life, 
Walker has noticed a lukewarm 
approach from some churches re-
garding their participation. That 
tepid response has mainly been 
on the Protestant side, he said. 

Why has there been a less than 
enthusiastic approach from some 
of these churches? 

“I think [number] one be-
cause of the pandemic nature of 
abortion, of which I took party,” 
he said. “My wife and I had our 
[abortion] over 30 years ago. So 
many Christians have had abor-
tions or had a part in abortion. 
That’s number one. We often 
pray at the abortion centers that 
Christians would not come down 
here. If they did not, most of 

these places would have to close. 
That’s just a sad fact of life.”

Second, Walker believes there 
is timidity on the part of some 
pastors regarding preaching 
about abortion from the pulpit. 
It’s easy to talk about the power 
of prayer inside the four walls of 
the church, Walker said, but it’s 
much more diffi cult to take that 
approach outside and display it 
publicly.

“And third, I think it’s just a lack 
of education and information 
about abortion,” he said. “There 
is a lack of education about what 
I call the ‘wake of abortion,’ the 
harm it does—emotionally, physi-
cally and spiritually to women 
and men—but also the proce-
dure itself.” 

Along with his wife, Denise, the 
couple founded Rich in Mercy in 
1999—which is part of Everlast-
ing Light Ministries—for those 
who have experienced abortions 
and are looking to understand 
God’s love and fi nd healing. The 
Walkers started the ministry out 

of the pain and ultimate restora-
tion they experienced in their 
own lives.

Finally, Walker believes that the 
abortion issue is not considered a 
mission fi eld, which contributes 
to its lack of attention among 
some believers. In his years of 
sidewalk counseling and vigil, 
Walker has had the opportunity 
to witness for Christ many times.

“Our presence on the street 
does save lives, edifi es the public, 
and I think the spiritual strength 
and experience for Christians to 
come out and pray is very uplift-
ing, especially for a congrega-
tion,” he said. “I think it really 
makes the gospel come alive.”

For those who might be anx-
ious about witnessing for Christ 
in a setting like 40 Days for Life, 
Walker said PLAM provides train-
ing.

“It’s a similar fear that Chris-
tians have of witnessing, of apolo-
getics, of talking about not being 
ashamed of the gospel,” he said.

In December of 2011, Regions 

Hospital in St. Paul announced 
that it would stop performing 
elective abortions, thus closing 
its GYN Special Services Clinic. 
Walker contributed the closing—
at least partially—to the prayers 
and vigil of countless 40 Days for 
Life participants and campaigns 
over the years.

“The closing of HealthPartners 
… was certainly a highlight for 40 
Days for Life,” he said. 

The Opening Prayer Vigil for 
40 Days for Life will take place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 25 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Planned Parenthood in St. 
Paul. The Midpoint Prayer Vigil 
will occur on Sunday, Oct. 13 at 
3:00 p.m., and the Closing Prayer 
Vigil will be on Sunday, Nov. 3 at 
3:00 p.m. 

Churches, individuals prepare for 40 Days for Life
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grant to develop and launch a social 
media campaign aimed at younger 
generations.

“At the request of an anonymous 
foundation, HLA applied for and 
received a new grant to begin on-
going electronic outreach cam-
paigns,” said HLA Deputy Director 
Joe Langfeld, in the organization’s 
summer newsletter. “As you know, 
young people today are ‘plugged 
in’ to all forms of social media. We 
need to expand our life-saving work 
more fully into this mission fi eld.”

HLA plans to increase its pres-
ence on Facebook, Twitter and 

other social media outlets, as well 
as micro and macro websites and e-
book platforms. 

For more information about 
HLA and its new initiative, visit 
www.humanlife.org or call (651) 
484-1040.  

Church offers 
focus groups

NEW HOPE — New Hope 
Church will offer Bible-based sup-
port groups this fall that will focus 
on a variety of topics, including 
fi nding freedom, recovery, anger, 

grief, women’s self-worth and oth-
ers.  

The groups will utilize a variety of 
teaching methods, including lecture, 
discussion, prayer and counsel.

For additional information on 
the group, including dates, times 
and specifi c topics, email lrose@ne-
whopechurchmn.org or call (763) 
971-5118.

South of the river grief 
series begins in Sept.

BURNSVILLE — The Interde-
nominational Coalition of South 

Suburban Churches will pres-
ent a four week series on “Grow-
ing Through Loss.” The sessions 
meet on Tuesdays evening begin-
ning Sept. 17 and run through 
Oct. 8.

Topics include “Overview of 
Grief,” “The Power of Forgiveness,” 
“Loss of Dreams/Relationships” 
and “Coping With Special Days.”

Sessions will meet at Mary, Moth-
er of the Church in Burnsville.

A $3 donation is suggested for 
each session.

For more information, call (952) 
890-0045 or email gtl@mmotc.org. 

The church and 
‘purposeful retirement’

SAINT PAUL — Lyngblomsten 
Church Relations will sponsor 
the Senior Ministry Conference 
“Purposeful Retirement and the 
Role of the Church” on Monday, 
Sept. 23 from 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. at its offi ces near the State 
Fairgrounds. 

Registration is $30 and includes 
materials and refreshments.

The event will focus on how the 
church can help people as they 
transition into retirement.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.lyngblomsten.org/
srminconf2013, call (651) 632-5322 
or email pmontgomery@lyngblom-
sten.org.     

Book to ‘defi ne 
real beauty’

TWIN CITIES — Local author 
Katya Cole will release her new 
book “Deathbed Beauty: From 
Beauty Insecurity to a Heart Set 
on Eternity” in early October. Cole 
hopes the book will be a “resource 
for women who have a history of 
sexual abuse and also deeply strug-
gle with insecurity.”

“Beauty Insecurity, as I’ve termed 
it, is the intersection of sexual 
abuse matters and certain body 
image issues (under which a cata-
log of layers also exist),” Cole said. 
“These two poles that are similar in 
nature have distinct origins and op-
posite pulls, one magnetism being 
sexualization and shame, the other 
draw being a mixture of sexualiza-
tion and pride. One tug is to hide 
the body in all circumstances; the 
other is to reveal more of the body 
at all cost, but neither is what God 
intended.”

“Deathbed Beauty” is available 
online at www.amazon.com.

Workshop available for 
Christian songwriters

SAINT PAUL — The Minnesota 
Association of Christian Songwrit-
ers will hold a Christian songwriters 
workshop on Tuesday, Sept. 17 at 
7:00 p.m. in St. Paul. The work-
shop will include teaching about 
recording, a chance to listen to 
other people’s songs, support and 
fellowship.

For more information on the 
event, call (763) 210-5875 or email 
contact@macsmn.org. 

North metro grief series 
begins in October 

COON RAPIDS — The North 
Metro Grief Support Coalition, 
which consists of churches, the 
Faith Community Nurse Program 
and Mercy and Unity Hospitals, is 
sponsoring the “Growing Through 
Loss©” series focused on grief and 
loss. Individual classes include top-
ics such as coping with grief, how 
long does grief last and getting 
through the holidays.

The fi rst event will take place 
on Thursday, Oct. 10 and will run 
weekly through Nov. 21, with no 
class held on Oct. 31.

Church of the Epiphany in Coon 
Rapids is hosting the series, which 
runs from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. No 
pre-registration is required.

For more information, call (763) 
413-2985. 

Group receives grant for 
social media campaign

MINNEAPOLIS — Human 
Life Alliance (HLA) recently an-
nounced that it received an $80,000 
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Abortion survivor to 
keynote banquet

MINNEAPOLIS — Melissa 
Ohden, a survivor of a failed 
saline-induced abortion, will be 
the keynote speaker at the New 
Life Family Services 40th anniver-
sary banquet and silent auction. 
The event will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency in Minneapolis on Friday, 
Oct. 4, and will feature Pam and 
Andy from the KTIS Morning 
Show as emcees. 

 The event is free and open to the 
public.

On Thursday, Oct. 3, the ban-
quet and fundraising event will be 
held at the Rochester Event Center.

For more information and to 
RSVP, visit www.nlfs.org or call 
(612) 866-7643 ext. 141.

Art exhibit to 
focus on psalms

HOPKINS — Great Commission Art-
ists (GCA) will host the exhibit “Psalms: 
God Made the Heavens” on Saturday, 
Oct. 5 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

at the Hopkins Center for the Arts in 
Hopkins. The event will include art, 
music and dance “designed to display 
God’s powerful beauty.”

GCA is “a network of Christians 
dedicated to leading people to 
Christ through the visual arts.”

For more information on GCA 
and the event, visit www.greatcom-
missionartists.com.

Church to host 
Holocaust course

MOUNDS VIEW — Calvin Chris-
tian School recently announced 
that it will offer Holocaust Litera-
ture and Art, an adult education 
course that will meet at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church’s Mounds View 
campus. The 10-week course will 
meet on Monday evenings starting 
Sept. 23. 

Organizers hope the course 
will “give participants a deeper 
understanding of the Jewish 
Holocaust by meeting actual 
Holocaust survivors and by ex-
ploring literature, music and 
art that refl ects the Holocaust 

experience and its aftermath.”
“It is my prayer that this 

course will help people begin to 
understand and appreciate this 
tragic time,” said Instructor An-
neke Branderhorst, via a media 
release. “More so, as Scripture 
reminds us time and time again, 
I pray that this course reminds 
us to remember, to witness and 
to ensure these stories are not 
forgotten.”

For more information on the 
course, visit www.calvinchristian.
org or call (763) 531-1732.

 

Learn how to 
pray for others

GOLDEN VALLEY — Prayer Ven-
tures will sponsor the Prayer Team 
Training: Praying for Others work-
shop on Saturday, Sept. 28 at 9:00 
a.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Golden Valley. The event is aimed 
at training believers how to pray for 
others. 

Registration is $20 for individuals 
or $15 for three or more. The event 
is free for Calvary Lutheran Church 

members.
For more information, visit www.

prayerventures.org or call (952) 
942-9016. 

Christian Examiner 
editor to speak at 
writers’ group

MINNEAPOLIS — “Minnesota 
Christian Examiner” Editor Scott 
Noble will speak at the monthly 
meeting of The Minnesota Chris-
tian Writers Guild on Monday, 
Sept. 9 at 6:30 p.m. The event will 
take place in the Youth Room at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Min-
neapolis. 

Noble will speak on “Catching 
the Editor’s Eye.” 

For more information about The 
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild 
and its monthly meetings, email 
mnchristianwriters@comcast.net. 

On Monday, Oct. 14, the Writers 
Guild will host David Sheets, presi-
dent of Outlaw Sales Group. His 
talk is on “Explosion of Indepen-
dent and Self Publishing.”

Calling youth workers
SAINT PAUL — Refuel: Youth 

Worker Conference is scheduled 
for Saturday, Sept. 21 at the Univer-
sity of Northwestern – St. Paul. The 
event is designed for those involved 
in student ministry—from full-time 
workers to volunteers.

Keynote speaker is Duffy Robbins, 
professor of Youth Ministry at Eastern 
University in Pennsylvania. He has 
spoken around the globe and has 
written several books related to youth 
ministry. Worship will be led by Aubrey 
and Jen McGowan.

Special guests include The Fair-

lead, Heather Flies, Brett and Anna 
Carey, Curt Folkstad and Apollos.

Registration is $20 and includes 
lunch. 

For more information, email 
churchrelations@nwc.edu or call 
(651) 631-5236. To register, visit 
www.nwc.edu/churchrelations or 
call (651) 631-5151.  

Hymnology conference 
will feature the Gettys

SAINT CLOUD — Keith and 
Kristyn Getty will lead the one-day 
conference “Hymns for the Chris-
tian Life” on Friday, Oct. 18 at Calva-
ry Community Church in St. Cloud. 
The Gettys will also perform at a 
concert following the conference. 
The event “is a thematically focused 
original collection showcasing Irish 
melodies, as well as American blue-
grass and country music infl uences,” 
according to an announcement.

For more information, call (320) 
293-1217 or visit www.gettymusic.
com/tour.aspx.

 

The Adlers to 
perform in concert

OSSEO — Popular Twin Cities 
Christian artists Dan and Sandy 
Adler will perform in concert on 
Sunday, Sept. 15 and Sunday, Sept. 
29 at 6:00 p.m. at the Yellow Tree 
Theatre in Osseo.

The concerts are titled “Songs, 
Stories and Memories with Dan 
and Sandy Adler” and will include 
worship songs—old and new—and 
stories of God.

Tickets are $15.00.
For more information or to pur-

chase tickets, visit www.yellowtree-
theatre.com. 
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Guy Penrod 
in Concert

September 29, 2013
2 PM

Benson Great Hall on the 
campus of Bethel University

Artist Circle $27.25; Reserved seating $22.25; 
Groups of 10+ $17.25; At-the-door $27.25

For tickets call 651-638-6333 or go to 
www.musicforthemaster.com

“I am driven to show the love 
of Christ to the world and to a 
generation that sees through 
fake.”  — Guy Penrod

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

HYMNOLOGY 
in the CHURCH

A one-day conference 
and evening concert with 
Keith & Kristyn Getty

Join acclaimed Irish singer/
songwriters and recording 

artists Keith & Kristyn Getty for an 
unforgettable celebration of “Hymns 
for the Christian Life.” Keith & 
Kristyn’s highly-anticipated “Hymns for 
the Christian Life” is a thematically-
focused original collection showcasing 
Irish melodies as well as American 
bluegrass and country music 
infl uences. Keith & Kristyn will be 
leading a one-day conference on music 
and hymnology in the church, followed 
by an evening concert.

Friday, October 18, 2013
11am Conference with Keith
 (lunch provided, attendance limited, pre-registration required)

7pm Concert with Keith & Kristyn

Calvary Community Church
1200 Roosevelt Rd. St. Cloud, MN

Conference Registration / Concert Tickets at: 
CalvaryStCloud.org/Community-Events

Information: (320) 293-1217 

SEP 4-7 • WED-SAT
Festival of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah). 
Beth Immanuel (Messianic congrega-
tion), 828 3rd St., Hudson, WI. “Signs 
of the Times” teaching, shofar-blowing, 
fellowship meals • (715) 386-0106, 
bethimmanuel.org

SEP 5 • THURSDAY
Social Security Planning workshop, aimed 
for “baby boomers,” 6:30-8:30pm. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5123

SEP 7 • SATURDAY
Crown College Grand Opening of Sta-
dium, Crown vs Macalester College • 
crown.edu

Boogie for Jesus, music & dance ministry 
performing, 3pm. City of Ramsey Parade 
• (763) 350-7458

Grand Opening of United Fellowship 
Worship Center with clean comic Joey 
I.L.O. performing, 7pm. Lake Middle 
School, 3133 Pioneer Dr., Woodbury. $5 
donation • (651) 410-0771, UnitedFel-
lowshipWC.org

SEP 8 • SUNDAY
The Somali Adult Literacy Training 
celebrates 10th Anniversary • worldre-
liefmn.org

SEP 9 • MONDAY
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild with 
Scott Noble speaking, 6:30-9pm. Beth-
lehem Baptist Church, Youth Room, 720-
13th Ave. South , Minneapolis. Member 
dues $40 ($20 full-time students), 1st 
time guests free • info@mnchristian-
writers.com

AGAPE Bible Study (Sep-May), Mondays, 
7pm. Roseville Covenant Church • (651) 
490-9041

SEP 11 • WEDNESDAY
Community Bible Study Women’s Day 
Class (Sep.-May), 9:10am. Plymouth 
Covenant Church, 4300 Vicksburg Lane, 
Plymouth. $25(scholarships available) 
• (763) 551-1156, minneapoliswest.
cbsclass.org

Tailgate Party with food, music, games 
& more, 6:30-7:30pm. Praise Christian 
Center, 4100 Douglas Drive N, Crystal 
• (763) 533-3929, praisecc.net

SEP 13 • FRIDAY
Opening reception for “Parable” art 

exhibit, 6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge Gal-
lery of Gospel Art, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
agapearts.net

The Birthing of a Diamond Conference 
with Bishop Jeff Pool & Warner Robins 
Georgia, 7pm. Sheraton Inn West, 12201 
Ridgedale Dr., Minnetonka • (952) 
688-2199

Yom Kippur Celebration of Praise & Wor-
ship with Messianic Musician Paul Wilbur, 
7pm. St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington. 
Free. By Midwest Hebrew Ministries • 
(763) 427-7162

SEP 13-14 • FRI-SAT
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). Beth 
Immanuel (Messianic congregation), 828 
3rd St., Hudson, WI. Liturgical services, 
Messianic Jewish teaching • (715) 386-
0106, bethimmanuel.org

SEP 15 • SUNDAY
The Adlers in concert, 6pm. Yellow Tree 
Theatre, Osseo. $15 • yellowtreethe-
atre.com

SEP 15-OCT 9
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, 
“Parable” Exhibit. Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 
3-5pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

SEP 16-20 • MON-FRI
Strategies for Trauma Awareness & 
Resilience – The STAR Training. By MN 
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute • 
starmpls3.eventbrite.com

SEP 17 • TUESDAY
Growing Through Loss, “Overview of 
Grief” with Linda Andreozzi speaking, 
6:30-9pm. Mary, Mother of the Church, 
3333 Cliff Rd., Burnsville. $3 donation 
• (952) 890-0045

Celebrate Recovery begins. Tuesdays, 
7-8:30pm. New Hope Church, 4225 
Gettysburg Ave. N, New Hope • (763) 
971-5118 

Christian Songwriters Workshop, 7pm. 
989 Selby Ave., St. Paul. Free. By MN 
Association of Christian Songwriters 
• contact@macsmn.org

Twin Cities Creation Science Assoc. “God’s 
Little Ocean-cleaning Engineers,” with Russ 
McGlenn, University of Northwestern, 3003 
North Snelling, Roseville, Totino Fine Arts 

Center, Room F2128 • tccsa.tc

SEP 18 • WEDNESDAY
ALPHA meetings, Wednesdays, 6:30-
8:30pm. Praise Christian Center, 4100 
Douglas Drive N, Crystal • (763) 533-
3929, praisecc.net

SEP 19 • THURSDAY
MN Association of Church Facility 
Management Monthly Meeting, Stress 
Management. Grace Church, Eden Prairie 
• macfm.org

SEP 13 • FRIDAY (cont.)

SEP 19 • THURSDAY (cont.)
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot), Beth 
Immanuel (Messianic congregation), 
828 3rd St., Hudson, WI. Messianic 
services, psalms and palms, fellow-
ship meals • (715) 386-0106, bethim-
manuel.org

SEP 20-21 • FRI-SAT
Communicators for Christ Conference. 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, North Cam-
pus, 515 Program Ave., Mounds View. By 
The Institute for Cultural Communicators 
• ICCInc.org

SEP 21 • SATURDAY
“Refuel” Youth Worker Conference, with 
Duffy Robins and Aubrey & Jen McGowan 
and others, 8am-5pm. University of 
Northwestern. Various rates • (651) 
631-5236, nwc.edu/churchrelations

35th Annual Bible Prophecy Conference 
with Dr. Rob Lindsted & Joel Richard-
son speaking, 8:30am-4:30pm. North 
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 Highway 
96 W, Arden Hills. By Midwest Hebrew 
Ministries • (763) 427-7162

SEP 17 • TUESDAY (cont.)

CALENDAR, cont. next page
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Live In Concert

Sandi Patty 
October 12, 2013 ~ 7:30 p.m.

Benson Great Hall, Bethel University
3900 Bethel Drive, Arden Hills, MN 55112

** TICKETS ON SALE NOW **
 Online: bethel.edu/events/arts
 Phone: 651-638-6333
 Group Sales: 612-817-9933
  tammy@haywoodklas.com

Also Appearing
The Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir (tccgospel.org)

Make A Difference
Bring your new or gently used winter jackets, snow pants, boots 

& gloves to benefi t the Gift of Warm Clothing Outreach Ministry of 
Bone Lake Lutheran Church, Luck, Wisconsin (bonelakelutheran.org)

For future event notifi cation 
sign up at www.haywoodklas.com

Social Security Planning workshop, aimed 
for “baby boomers,” 9:30-11:30am. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5123

Boogie for Jesus, music & dance ministry 
performing, 10:30am. City of Bloom-
ington Heritage Days Parade • (763) 
350-7458, bloomingtonheritagedays.org

The Hoppers in concert, with the Song-
Masters, 5pm. Brooklyn Park Evangelical 
Free Church, 7849 W. Broadway Ave., 
Brooklyn Park. $16-25. By IMC Concerts 
• 1-800-965-9324

SEP 23 • MONDAY
Senior Ministry Conference “Purposeful 
Retirement & the Role of the Church,” 
1:30-5pm. Lyngblomsten, St. Paul. $30 
• (651) 632-5322, lyngblomsten.org/
SrMinConf2013

Growing Through Loss, “Loss of Dreams/
Relationships” with Christopher Markov 
speaking, 6:30-9pm. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, 3333 Cliff Rd., Burnsville. $3 
donation • (952) 890-0045

SEP 24 • TUESDAY
Encouraging Single Moms Focus Group. 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays/month, 6-8pm. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5118 

Liberty University presents Kirk Cameron in 
“Unstoppable” the movie. Select cinemas 
nationwide• unstoppablethemovie.com

SEP 25 • WEDNESDAY
23rd annual See You at the Pole, stu-
dent prayer around fl agpoles at schools 
worldwide • syatp.org

SEP 25-26 • WED-THU
Rejoicing in the Torah (Simchat Torah) 
Beth Immanuel (Messianic congrega-
tion), 828 3rd St., Hudson, WI. Torah ser-
vice, Messianic dance, fellowship meals 
• (715) 386-0106, bethimmanuel.org

SEP 26 • THURSDAY
Word Alone Ministries Fall Kick-Off Gath-
ering with fellowship, 6pm & Steven E. 

King speaking, 7pm. Roseville Lutheran 
Church, 1215 Roselawn Ave. W, Roseville 
• (612) 889-5709, tcwordalone.org

Shane & Shane in concert, 7pm. Beth-
lehem Baptist Church, 72013th Ave. S, 
Minneapolis. $14. By Bethlehem College 
& Seminary • (612) 455-3420

SEP 27-28 • FRI-SAT
IPoint Equips Youth Ministr y Training 
Seminar with Duffy Robbins speaking, 7pm. 
Inspiration Point Christian Camp & Retreat 
Center, 1030 W. Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls. 
$35 • (218) 998-4572, ipoint.org

SEP 28 • SATURDAY
Praying More Effectively workshop with 
Betsy Lee speaking, 9am. Calvary Lu-
theran Church. $20. By Prayer Ventures 
• (952) 942-9016, prayerventures.org

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org 

SEP 29 • SUNDAY
Guy Penrod in concert, 2pm. Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University. $15-25 • 
(651) 638-6333, musicforthemaster.
com

The Adlers in concert, 6pm. Yellow Tree 
Theatre, Osseo. $15 • yellowtreethe-
atre.com

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social, 6:30pm. Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

SEP 29-OCT 6 • SUN-SUN
2013 Annual Impact Convention, The 
Redeemed Christian Church of God 
City of Strong Tower Parish, at Hebron 
City, 697 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis • 
strongtowermn.org, (612) 874-7310

OCT 1 • TUESDAY
Growing Through Loss, “The Power of 
Forgiveness” with Sister Therese Even 
speaking, 6:30-9pm. Mary, Mother of 

the Church, 3333 Cliff Rd., Burnsville. 
$3 donation • (952) 890-0045

OCT 3 • THURSDAY
Managing Healthcare in Retirement 
workshop (ages 60+), 6:30-8:30pm. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5123

OCT 3-4 • THU-FRI
New Life Family Services Fundraising 
Banquet & Silent Auction with Melissa 
Ohden speaking & Emcees Pam & Andy 
(KTIS morning show). Thur. – Rochester 
Event Center, Fri. – Hyatt Regency Min-
neapolis. Free • (612) 866-7643 x141, 
NLFS.org

OCT 4-5 • FRI-SAT
FamilyLife’s “The Art of Marriage” getaway. 
Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden 
Prairie • (952) 856-7390, atgrace.com

“Christian Hospitality: Restoring the Broken 
Table,” leadership conference sponsored 
by Church of All Nations and the Mennonite 
Worker of Minneapolis • brokentable.org

OCT 5 • SATURDAY
Understanding the Times 2013 Confer-
ence with Dr. Mark Hitchcock, Dr. Ron 
Rhodes, Joseph Farah & Jan Markell 
speaking, 9am-5pm. Grace Church, 
Eden Prairie. Free. By Jan Markell & 
Olive Tree Ministries • (763) 559-4444, 
olivetreeviews.org

Psalms, a Christian Art Exhibit & Creative 
Arts Celebration, 10am-3pm. Hopkins 
Center for the Arts, Main Level Foyer, 
1111 Main Street, Hopkins. Free • 
greatcommissionartists.com

Live concert with Minister Jonathan Nelson, 
Sammie Okposo, Midnight Crew and others, 
6pm. Part of 2013 Impact Convention. at 
Hebron City, 697 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
• strongtowermn.org, (612) 874-7310

OCT 8 • TUESDAY
Growing Through Loss, “Coping With 
Special Days” with Gloria Swanson 
speaking, 6:30-9pm. Mary, Mother of 

the Church, 3333 Cliff Rd., Burnsville. 
$3 donation • (952) 890-0045

OCT 9 • WEDNESDAY
Haiti Teen Challenge annual luncheon, 
11:15am-12:45pm, Town & Country 
Club, St. Paul • RSVP haititc.org

OCT 10 • THURSDAY
Haiti Teen Cha llenge annual luncheon, 
11:15am-12:45pm, Edina Country Club 
• RSVP haititc.org

Fall Grief 6-week Series begins. Thurs-
days, 6:45-9pm. Church of the Epiphany, 
Coon Rapids • (763) 413-2985

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Church Facility 
Expo. TBD • macfm.org

OCT 10-11 • THU-FRI
Mission:Work, mini-conference with Steven 
Garber speaking, 7pm. Bethel University, 
3900 Bethel Drive, St. Paul. $20. By Work 
with Purpose • (651) 638-6090

OCT 11-13 & OCT 26-27
Strategies for Trauma Awareness & 
Resilience – The STAR Training. By MN 
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute • 
starmpls4.eventbrite.com

OCT 12 • SATURDAY
Sandi Patty in concert, 7:30pm. Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 
Bethel Dr., Arden Hills • (651) 638-6333, 
bethel.edu/events/arts

Coming Together Conference 2013 “The 
Gospel, The Church, & Immigration.” First 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis • (612) 
746-5661, transformmn.org

OCT 13-19 • SUN-SAT
Fatherheart “A” School, “Experiencing 
The Father’s Love.” Spirit Life Church, 
221 Lake St. N, Big Lake. $395-425 
• (763) 262-LIFE

OCT 14 • MONDAY
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild with Da-
vid Sheets speaking, 6:30-9pm. Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, Youth Room, 720-13th Ave. 

South , Minneapolis. Member dues $40 
($20 full-time students), 1st time guests 
free • info@mnchristianwriters.com

OCT 15 • TUESDAY
Twin Cities Creation Science Assoc. 
“What Evolution Can and Cannot Do,” 
with Rob Stadler, University of North-
western, 3003 North Snelling, Roseville, 
Nazareth Chapel N2250 • tccsa.tc

OCT 17 • THURSDAY
7th Annual Praise & Fundraiser Event, 6pm. 
Crowne Plaza Hotel & Conference Center, 
Plymouth. By Chaplain Dave’s Good News 
Jail & Prison Ministry • (612) 596-8104

OCT 18 • FRIDAY
Sanctus Real “The Run Tour” in concert 
with Citizen Way, The NeverClaim & 
EverFound, 7pm (VIP 5:30pm). Woodland 
Hills Church, 1740 Van Dyke Street, St. 
Paul • (651) 487-0001

“Music & Hymnology in the Church” 
conference, followed by a concert with 
Keith & Kristyn Getty. Calvary Community 
Church, St. Cloud • (320) 293-1217

Reset Movement, 7pm. New Hope 
Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave., New 
Hope. By PULSE Outreach • (763) 533-
2449, resetmovement.com

OCT 18-19 • FRI-SAT
Women of Faith “Believe God Can Do Any-
thing” Tour with MercyMe, Lisa Bevere, 
Lisa Harper, Rich Stearns & more. Xcel 
Energy Center, 199 Kellogg Blvd. W, St. 
Paul • womenoffaith.com

OCT 19 • SATURDAY
Managing Healthcare in Retirement work-
shop (ages 60+), 9:30-11:30am. New 
Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, 
New Hope • (763) 971-5123

OCT 24 • THURSDAY
MN Religious Freedom Forum. Saint 
Paul RiverCentre. By Alliance Defending 
Freedom, the MN Catholic Conference, 
the MN Family Council & Transform MN 
• transformmn.org

SEP 21 • SATURDAY (cont.) SEP 26 • THURSDAY (cont.) OCT 1 • TUESDAY (cont.) OCT 8 • TUESDAY (cont.) OCT 14 • MONDAY (cont.)
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 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

952-432-7770

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation Accounting

Serving the community since 1983WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

SERVICES
Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

5-Star Condo/Timeshare in Branson for rent. 
1 week, 2BR 2BA, Full Kit, W&D, elevator, near 
shows, Thousand Hills Golf, ideal for 2 couples. 
Avail Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec 2013. Pictures available. 
Contact 612-210-5882, jeannejm87@yahoo.com

The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE-AUTOS
Lower/cost used cars 4-sale. Offi ce (651) 554-
7074, after 3pm (651) 398-7388.

HEALTH
EMF filter protects you from EMR which reduces 
immune system/health. Business opportunity also. 
(763) 222-8018.

HELP WANTED
Own a computer? Put it to work! Up to $1,500 
to $7,500/month. PT/FT. Free info. www.cgolife-
style.com. 

HOUSING FOR RENT
Cozy 1 bedroom. Bus, light rail, security building, 
near mall, YWCA, $650. (612) 242-8167. Lake 
St. and 20th.

LIVE-IN CARE
Live-in helper. Assist elderly couple in their home 
with errands, housekeeping, meal preparation, and 
daily cares. Flexible hours. Nice neighborhood. St. 
Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

ROOM FOR RENT
Blaine Townhouse. Christian female, private 
upstairs, 2 bedrooms, own bath, LR. Can use 
laundry, kitchen, patio, internet. Utilities paid. No 
kids or pets. $600/month. Carol (763) 360-2007.

Brooklyn Center. Female to share with same, 
beautiful townhome on quiet creek. Two large 
bedrooms, own bath and patio, garage. Available 
October, $450+ 1/2 utilities. Vicki (763) 560-7710.

Group announces family 
reunifi cation efforts

RICHFIELD — World Relief 
Minnesota recently announced it 
will begin taking appointments to 
complete Affi liate of Relationship 
(AOR) applications. The group 
said the refugee sponsorship pro-
gram is temporarily reopened for 
families from the former Soviet 
Union. Applications will be accept-
ed through Sept. 15. 

Residents of the U.S. who were 
likely targets of persecution in 
the former Soviet republics will 
receive interview preference, 
and this will include the cat-
egories “Jews, Evangelical Chris-
tians, Ukrainian Catholics and 
members of the Ukrainian Au-
tocephalous Orthodox Church 
who have immediate relatives in 

the U.S.,” according to a news 
release from the group. 

For more information or to fi le 
an AOR, call World Relief’s Immi-
gration Department at (612) 243-
2956. For more information about 
World Relief Minnesota, visit www.
worldreliefmn.org.

Literacy program 
celebrates 10 years

RICHFIELD — The Somali 
Adult Literacy Training (SALT) 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
on Sept. 8, International Lit-
eracy Day. In the past 10 years, 
the group has mobilized 1,000 
Christians with “Somali neigh-
bors to share Jesus through lit-
eracy and friendship.”

There are currently 11 SALT 
outreach locations, including Beth-

lehem Baptist Church in Minne-
apolis; Concordia University in St. 
Paul; and locations in Missouri and 
Washington. 

For more information about 
SALT, visit www.worldreliefmn.org.   

Communication skills 
focus of conference

MOUNDS VIEW — The Insti-
tute for Cultural Communicators 
will host the “Communicators for 
Christ” conference Sept. 20 – 21 
at Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Mounds View. The conference aims 
to help kids ages 6 to 18 “overcome 
their hesitation and effectively en-
gage audiences,” according to orga-
nizers. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.iccinc.org or email 
debbie@iccinc.org. 

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and de-
velop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good 
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long 
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Administrative Assistant
Organized individual needed to assist with correspondence, scheduling, client record & other 
clerical/administrative duties for the Men’s Program (male applicants only).  Knowledge of 
MS Office applications, and excellent verbal/written skills required.  FT, $11-12/hr + benefits

***We are planning on opening a new facility in Rochester, MN later this year! 
If you are interested in more job opportunities please visit www.mntc.org for 
more information.

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us 
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

DONATE YOUR CAR
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city 
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help 
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faith-
based ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of 
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities. 

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

CASH BACK
on your purchases

FREE TO 
JOIN.

NO FEES.

Shop with your universal 
loyalty rewards card

Call Brian at 651-398-1303 
or visit www.my-cashback.com
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Counseling Care
 Professional Christian Counselors 

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

Associate through Ph.D.

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT

352-621-4991 or write to us
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

DEGREES 

Potluck planned for 
single parent group

RICHFIELD — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, Sept. 
29 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Minnetonka. This 
month’s event will include a per-
formance by singer Steve Gamble, 
a potluck, volleyball and other 
games. 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share, paper 
products and a beverage.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970 
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Conference to address 
the gospel, the church, 
and immigration

MINNEAPOLIS — First Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis will be 
the site for the Coming Together 

Conference 2013 on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. The event, sponsored by 
Transform Minnesota, will focus 
on “The Gospel, the Church and 
Immigration.”

Leith Anderson, president of 
the National Association of Evan-
gelicals and former senior pastor of 
Wooddale Church in Eden Prairie, 
will serve as the keynote speaker. 
Workshops will cover topics in-
cluding intercultural skills training 
and practical ministry, along with 
a panel discussion with immigrant 
leaders.

For more information about the 
conference or to register, visit www.
transformmn.org or call (612) 746-
5661. 

Mark Hitchcock to 
highlight conference

EDEN PRAIRIE — Jan Markell 
and Olive Tree Ministries are pre-
senting the annual Understanding 
the Times 2013 Conference on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5 at Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie.

This year’s speakers include 

Mark Hitchcock, who is a pastor 
and author; Dr. Ron Rhodes, au-
thor and apologist; Joseph Farah, 
author and journalist; and Markell, 
founder and director of Olive Tree 
Ministries and host of the radio 
show “Understanding the Times.” 

The conference is free, and no 
registration is needed.

For additional information, call 
(763) 559-4444 or visit www.olive-
treeviews.org.  

‘Organization’ is topic 
for monthly facility 
group meeting

SHAKOPEE — The Minnesota 
Association of Church Facility Man-
agers will hold its next monthly 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 19 at 
Grace Church in Eden Prairie. This 
month’s meeting will focus on be-
coming better at organizing. 

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 
staff members and small churches 

Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the 

group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

First female bishop to 
preside over ELCA

TWIN CITIES — The Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) recently elected its fi rst fe-
male bishop, according to Religion 
News Service (RNS). The Rev. Eliza-
beth Eaton, who was most recently 
the bishop for the Northeastern 
Ohio Synod received twice as many 
votes (600 to 287) as the Rev. Mark 
Hanson, who was the presiding 
bishop over the ELCA for the past 
12 years.

   According to RNS, Eaton told 
those gathered at the ELCA assem-
bly in Pittsburgh: “We are a church 
that is overwhelmingly European in 
a culture that is increasingly plural-
istic. We need to welcome the gifts 
of those who come from different 
places; that is a conversation we 
need to have as a church.”

The ELCA is the largest Luther-
an denomination in the U.S.

Groups band together to 
address religious liberty

SAINT PAUL —Alliance De-
fending Freedom, the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, the Minne-
sota Family Council and Transform 
Minnesota will host the Minne-
sota Religious Freedom Forum on 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Saint Paul 
RiverCentre. 

The event will address legal and 
practical concerns related to re-
ligious liberties. General sessions 
and workshops will address ques-
tions related to the new marriage 
law in Minnesota, workplace issues 
concerning religion and a variety of 
other issues.

For more information on the 
event, visit www.transformmn.org.

Conference to 
address ‘work’

SAINT PAUL — Bethel Seminary 
will host the Mission:Work confer-

ence for pastors and workers on 
Oct. 10 – 11. The event is hosted by 
the Work With a Purpose initiative 
of the seminary and will address 
the kingdom value of work and its 
potential. 

Plenary speakers include Dr. Ste-
ven Garber, founder and principal 
of the Washington Institute for 
Faith, Vocation and Culture; Dr. 
Will Messenger, executive editor of 
the Theology Work Project; and Dr. 
Amy Sherman, senior fellow of the 
Sagamore Institute.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.bethel.edu/events/
mission-work.

Ministering to 
those with cancer

NEW HOPE — The Elim Faith 
Community Nurse Fall Workshop 
will address “The Cancer Journey: 
Walking Together” on Saturday, 
Oct. 26. The one-day conference 
will teach people how to minister to 
those within the church who have 
cancer. 

The focus of the event will be on 
the physical, emotional, spiritual 
and relational challenges of indi-
viduals and families who are facing 
cancer. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.elimcare.org/fc-
nworkshops or call (952) 259-4461.

‘What happens when 
God shows up?’ focus 
of Bible study

PLYMOUTH — The Minneapo-
lis West Community Bible Study 
(CBS) will begin Wednesday, Sept. 
11 and run through May 2014. This 
year’s theme is “What happens 
when God shows up?” The study 
will look at the books of Deuter-
onomy, Ephesians, John and Philip-
pians.

Registration is $25, and the study 
welcomes women of all ages, back-
grounds and denominations. The 
study will meet at Plymouth Cov-
enant Church in Plymouth. 

For more information, visit www.
minneapoliswest.cbsclass.org or call 
(763) 551-1156. 
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Michael P. Haag
Randall, Goodrich & Haag, PLC

2140 Fourth Avenue, Anoka
(763) 421-5424 x230

www.randallgoodrich.com

Corporate Law
Non-Profit Law

Tax Law

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

Join us for Bible Study Tuesday and Sunday evenings in Andover

A NEW CHURCH is coming this fall  
to Andover and Anoka County

Immanuel Church

www.immanuelchurchopc.org
jamesthoekstra@gmail.com   |   763-210-5846

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

KIM — Most of my life was complete 
chaos. Dysfunction was all I knew and 
drugs became a way for me to escape 
the pain. Thirteen years of drug addic-
tion caused great pain and took me 
from my friends and my home. Some-
thing had to change, or I would soon 
be dead. While at my weakest point, 
God used a faithful friend to lead 
me to MnTC. Here I encountered 
the unfailing love of Jesus that has 
restored me to the person I am today. 
I discovered that through Him there 
is freedom and joy that I never knew 
existed. After complet-
ing an internship at 
MnTC, I now work full 
time and plan to go 
into ministry.

state Legislature passed legislation 
earlier this year that makes Min-
nesota the 12th state to allow same-
sex marriage. The law went into ef-
fect Aug. 1.

“Minnesotans around the state 
have been asking ‘what’s next?’ 
after a group of legislators forced 
same-sex ‘marriage’ on the state,” 
Helmberger continued. “The Mar-
riage Majority Initiative will help 

For more information about the 
Marriage Majority Initiative, visit 
www.minnesotaformarriage.org. 

MARRIAGE…
Continued from page 1

them answer that question by re-
storing a pro-marriage majority 
in their state government. We are 
blessed to live in a country where 
the people can choose their repre-
sentation. And, when their chosen 
representation fails them, the peo-
ple have the opportunity to choose 
new leaders.”  

follow-up and discipleship resources 
afterwards. Its goal is to visit a total of 
200 cities, impacting more than three 
million young people.

Organizers plan to conclude 
the three-year effort in 2015 with 
the largest gathering of students 
and young adults in U.S. history. 
Through its intentional plan to fa-
cilitate hundreds of thousands of 
people standing together to pray, 
worship and commit their lives to 
Jesus, RESET aims to spark a sweep-
ing revival in the hearts of young 
adults across America, empowering 
a generation to live fully for Jesus 
Christ.

Founded in 2006, PULSE Move-
ment, which offers encompassing 
student prayer gatherings, evangelism 
training, outreach events and the 
PULSE follow-up process, is among 
the fastest growing youth evangelistic 
movements in the country.

Hall is also a partner evangelist 
with the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association and the Luis Palau 
Association through festivals and 
training events. He has emceed 
multiple BGEA “Rock the River 
Tour” events and was among 4,000 

international delegates invited to 
attend The Third Lausanne Con-
gress on World Evangelization in 
Cape Town, South Africa, in 2010. 
In addition, he attended the recent 
invitation-only Lausanne Global 
Leadership Forum in India.

National youth evangelistic campaign comes to Twin Cities
Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — RESET Move-
ment, a new three-year collabora-
tive, national evangelism effort in-
volving 25 outreaches, will come to 
New Hope Church on Oct. 18. 

The effort, initiated by the locally 
based PULSE Movement, aims to 
bring the gospel to more students 
and young adults in the country 
than ever before.

“I can think of nothing more 
exciting than bridging the Body of 
Christ toward a supernatural reset 
that transforms a generation,” said 
Nick Hall, PULSE founder and 
chief communicator, via a media 
statement. “It’s time to fast and 
pray. It’s time to unite in pursuit 
of a modern-day move of God. It’s 
time to spread the mission and mes-
sage of Jesus from coast to coast!”

The series of gatherings will be-
gin Sept.18 in Phoenix and will 
travel to Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Boston, Washington, D.C., and Las 
Vegas. It concludes in Dallas on 
Nov. 3. This year’s RESET strategy 
will also include three days of major 

events in New York City in October, 
designed to engage young adults 
in a series of outreach and interna-
tional social justice initiatives.

The initiative is supported by a 
network of prominent ministries, 
pastors and churches, including 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, the Luis Palau Association, 
CRU (formerly Campus Crusade 
for Christ), the American Bible So-
ciety, and Alpha USA.

Each event will feature a gospel 
presentation by Hall, who head-
lined the 2012 and 2013 Winter 
Jam Tour Spectacular, and music 
from Rend Collective Experiment; 
Lacey Sturm, formerly of Flyleaf; 
spoken-word artist Propaganda; 
worship leader Dave Lubben; DJ 
Efechto; International House of 
Prayer worship artist Matt Gilman; 
and singer/songwriter Morgan 
Harper Nichols.

RESET’s model is to partner with 
local pastors and churches in each city 
to effectively sustain the movement 
through RESET teams that will mobi-
lize volunteers to promote and prepare 
for each event, as well as help provide 

PULSE founder Nick Hall will be the featured communicator for RESET. He will give a gospel presentation at each event.
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BIBLICAL GREEK & OLD TESTAMENT HEBREW

Twin Cities Biblical Languages Paideia
29th Year (2013-2014)

Come and learn with us at a low cost, mostly for books

To register or for a brochure, 
contact Rev. Chuck Gustafson at 

952.236.9578 
or email gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl

Benefi ts of Greek Study
1. Knowledge of the Greek 

manuscripts on which 
the New Testament is 
based and the methods 
of scholars who work 
with them.

2. Insight on how the 
Bible came through the 
centuries to us today.

3. To make sense of the 
apparatus of the Greek 
New Testament and the 
competing texts.

4. Enhanced Bible study.
5. Increased knowledge 

of the New Testament 
world.

NOTE: as these courses are 
considered Sunday School 
classes, only a nominal fee 
is paid by the participants. 
They pay only for the books 
and helps which they keep 
for themselves. Also, $25 
is suggested for xeroxing 
costs and $1 per session is 
suggested this year, mainly 
to cover instructor travel 
costs.

(Instruction / Training)

Instructor
Rev. Charles J. Gustafson, B.A., B.D., M.A.
Chuck has taught New Testament Greek for the past 28 years at Berean 
Church in Burnsville, and more recently at other Twin City churches. He 
also taught N.T. Greek at Northwestern College. His M.A. is in Ancient 
History from the University of Minnesota and his B.D. from Bethel 
Seminary. His B.A. is in History from the University of Washington.

Associate Instructors
Louis Sorenson
B.A. Pillsbury College, 
major in Bible, minor in 
Education; B.A. U of M, 
majors in Greek, Linguistics, 
and Near Eastern Studies

David Reynolds
B.A. New Testament 
Studies, minor in N.T. 
Greek, Post B.A. classes 
at Macalaster College, 
St. Paul

Chris Bunnell
Years of experience in N.T. 
Greek and O.T. Hebrew, 
Master Certifi cate of 
Christian Studies at 
Masters level

Chawna Schroeder
Author; 11 years Greek, 
8 years Hebrew

Sundays beginning Sept. 8
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.  Beginning Hebrew
9:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Hebrew / Book of Samuel (cont.)
11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Intermediate Greek
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)

using Culy & Parsons resource

Brookdale Covenant, North Minneapolis — Rm TBA
2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Beginning Hebrew
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Intermediate Hebrew
5:45 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

David Reynold's Home
7:00 p.m. Beginning Greek

Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 10
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Beginning Greek

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 11
Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

Thursdays beginning Sept. 12
Wooddale Church of Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)

using Culy & Parsons resource
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Ecclesiastical Latin

The above schedule may by expanded or adjsusted.

Rich Bosshardt
M.A. New Testament, Luther 
Seminary, Graduate courses, 
Bethel Seminary, Self-taught Greek 
and Latin, B.S. Civil Engineering, 
University of Minnesota

*The schedule is 
subject to change

(Call 612–396–9986 
for info on any of 
these three classes)

Greg Franz
8 years Greek, 
Computer Tech


