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STILLWATER — A song about 
ascending to heaven written by a 
dying 18-year-old, has gotten nearly 
eight million YouTube hits and at 

one point reached No. 1 on the 
iTunes music charts.

Zach Sobiech, who died in 
late May, wrote the farewell song 
“Clouds” as an ode, in part, to his 
unwavering faith in God.

He is remembered for providing 
hope to people around the world, 
many of them facing similar situa-
tions.

His fi ght with osteosarcoma, a 
rare bone cancer, led to the release 
of an entire album of his songs, “Fix 
Me Up,” not long before his death, 
and prompted other musicians 
to perform their own versions of 
“Clouds.”

Near the end, Sobiech found the 
strength to fl y to New York to fi nal-
ize a record deal through Broadcast 
Music Inc.

A version of “Clouds” featuring 
Jason Mraz, The Lumineers and 
American Idol winner Phillip Phil-
lips drew high praise from People 
magazine, which called that remake 
perhaps “the most moving celebrity 
shout-out of all time.”

Sobiech’s story helped raise 
more than $100,000 for cancer re-
search into osteosarcoma.

Scores of people wrote the teen, 
saying how much his words meant 
to them. They include a Gulf War 

Stillwater teen’s ode to heaven tops charts

Zach Sobiech, who died in late May, wrote the farewell song ‘Clouds’ as an ode, 
in part, to his unwavering faith in God. The song reached No. 1 on the iTunes 
music chart and the YouTube video attained more than 7.7 million views.

By Scott Noble

SAINT BONIFACIUS — When 
Dr. Joel Wiggins took the helm of 
Crown College on July 1, he im-
mediately took on a myriad of chal-
lenges facing higher education. 
The rising cost of tuition and the 
burden of student debt; the com-
petition from Massive Open Online 
Courses (MOOC); demographic 
realities that point to a stagnant or 
even declining number of young 
people in the current college-age 
generation; and a host of other re-
alities make running a college or 
university more diffi cult now than 
perhaps in several past generations.

Despite all of those challenges, 
however, Wiggins believes Crown 
College’s “value proposition” is 
what ultimately will determine 
whether students fl ock to the cam-
pus west of the Twin Cities.

The question becomes this: “Are 
we creating a product with enough 
value that students—both alterna-
tive students online and traditional 
students on campus—are fi nding 
enough value so that when they 
graduate, they’ve had a great expe-
rience on campus and they are set 
to move into a life of service or go-
ing on to graduate school and con-
tinuing their preparation,” he said.

Crown College, which is affi liat-
ed with the Christian and Mission-

Dr. Joel Wiggins, the new president of Crown College, believes the ‘value 
proposition’ will draw students to the 100-year-old CMA school.

‘Value proposition’ tops agenda 
for new Crown College president

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — Community 
Covenant Church had just com-
pleted a night of its weeklong Vaca-
tion Bible School (VBS) on Thurs-
day, July 11. Everyone, including 
the 100 kids that had been present, 
had left the church grounds by 9:00 
p.m.

At 11:00 p.m., Lead Pastor Luke 
Swanson received a call from one of 
his parishioners wondering if some-
one had found a set of keys lost by 
the caller’s son. Swanson hadn’t but 
said he would be happy to check in 
the morning. 

However, not wanting to wait un-
til morning, the parishioner drove 

across town to the church and 
looked for—and found—the miss-
ing keys in the adjacent park. After 
fi nding the keys, the parishioner 
noticed smoke billowing from the 
church’s sanctuary.

When Swanson arrived at the 
church before fi re crews—he only 
lives a few blocks away—“We ob-
served in the parking lot … graf-
fi ti written all over the side of the 
garage adjacent to the church,” 
he said. “About 20, 30 feet from 
there, someone had broken into a 
window, and later we learned from 
the arson investigator that they 
had used an accelerant to start the 

An arsonist used accelerant to light a piano on fi re at Community Covenant 
Church in July. From there, the fi re spread throughout the entire structure. 

Arsonist sets fi re to 
Minneapolis church

See FIRE, page 14 See WIGGINS, page 2

veteran with post-traumatic stress 
disorder, a concert pianist from 
South Korea, and Japanese school-
children.

One man happened to hear the 
song on the radio while stopped 
at a red light. His car window was 
open and more than a dozen kids 
began spontaneously singing the 
song with him.

The funeral for Sobiech was held 

at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Stillwater, Minn., where he and his 
family have been members for 20 
years.

“Our faith kept us from despair 
and kept our eyes focused on what 
is truly important — eternity,” So-
biech’s mother, Laura, said.

“It’s been a gut-wrenching and 
heart-breaking walk, but you know, so 
was Christ’s life. I have just really tried 

to hang on to how Christ showed us to 
suffer and just meditate on that and 
continually pray for God’s grace. And 
I know that’s what it is. It’s all of these 
prayers of people out there holding 
us up,” Sobiech’s mother told radio 
station KTIS.

The Rev. Mike Miller, who helped 
conduct the funeral, said Sobiech’s 
music touched “people who were in 
a very dark place.”

This is Sobiech’s journey, told 
through the words of “Clouds”:

“Well I fell down, down, down
Into this dark and lonely hole
There was no one there to care about 

me anymore
And I needed a way to climb and grab 

ahold of the edge
You were sitting there holding a rope
And we’ll go up, up, up
But I’ll fl y a little higher
We’ll go up in the clouds because the 

view is a little nicer
Up here my dear
It won’t be long now, it won’t be long 

now.”

Most of the more than a thou-
sand people at his funeral sang the 
words “up, up, up” at his funeral.
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BIBLICAL GREEK & OLD TESTAMENT HEBREW

Twin Cities Biblical Languages Paideia
29th Year (2013-2014)

Come and learn with us at a low cost, mostly for books

To register or for a brochure, 
contact Rev. Chuck Gustafson at 

952.236.9578 
or email gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl

Benefi ts of Greek Study
1. Knowledge of the Greek 

manuscripts on which 
the New Testament is 
based and the methods 
of scholars who work 
with them.

2. Insight on how the 
Bible came through the 
centuries to us today.

3. To make sense of the 
apparatus of the Greek 
New Testament and the 
competing texts.

4. Enhanced Bible study.
5. Increased knowledge 

of the New Testament 
world.

NOTE: as these courses are 
considered Sunday School 
classes, only a nominal fee 
is paid by the participants. 
They pay only for the books 
and helps which they keep 
for themselves. Also, $25 
is suggested for xeroxing 
costs and $1 per session is 
suggested this year, mainly 
to cover instructor travel 
costs.

(Instruction / Training)

Instructor
Rev. Charles J. Gustafson, B.A., B.D., M.A.
Chuck has taught New Testament Greek for the past 28 years at Berean 
Church in Burnsville, and more recently at other Twin City churches. He 
also taught N.T. Greek at Northwestern College. His M.A. is in Ancient 
History from the University of Minnesota and his B.D. from Bethel 
Seminary. His B.A. is in History from the University of Washington.

Associate Instructors
Louis Sorenson
B.A. Pillsbury College, 
major in Bible, minor in 
Education; B.A. U of M, 
majors in Greek, Linguistics, 
and Near Eastern Studies

David Reynolds
B.A. New Testament 
Studies, minor in N.T. 
Greek, Post B.A. classes 
at Macalaster College, 
St. Paul

Chris Bunnell
Years of experience in N.T. 
Greek and O.T. Hebrew, 
Master Certifi cate of 
Christian Studies at 
Masters level

Chawna Schroeder
Author; 11 years Greek, 
8 years Hebrew

Sundays beginning Sept. 8
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.  Beginning Hebrew
9:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Hebrew / Book of Samuel (cont.)
11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Intermediate Greek
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)

using Culy & Parsons resource

Brookdale Covenant, North Minneapolis — Rm TBA
2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Beginning Hebrew
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Intermediate Hebrew
5:45 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

David Reynold's Home
7:00 p.m. Beginning Greek

Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 10
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Beginning Greek

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 11
Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

Thursdays beginning Sept. 12
Wooddale Church of Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)

using Culy & Parsons resource
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Ecclesiastical Latin

The above schedule may by expanded or adjsusted.

Rich Bosshardt
M.A. New Testament, Luther 
Seminary, Graduate courses, 
Bethel Seminary, Self-taught Greek 
and Latin, B.S. Civil Engineering, 
University of Minnesota

*The schedule is 
subject to change

(Call 612–396–9986 
for info on any of 
these three classes)

Greg Franz
8 years Greek, 
Computer Tech

ary Alliance denomination, holds 
a special place in Wiggins’ heart. 
He’s an alumnus, who graduated 
in 1976. It’s also where he met his 
wife, who is also a graduate.

After graduating from Crown, 
Wiggins pursued careers in a vari-
ety of fi elds. He has a Ph.D. from 
the University of Texas and has 
years of experience as an entrepre-
neur and as a pastor. 

Before coming to Crown, Wig-
gins was the president and CEO 
of Enterprise Center of Johnson 
County near Kansas City and was 
the founding organizer and execu-
tive director of Mid-America Angel 
Investments. 

This business component, how-
ever, is perhaps the most compel-
ling piece Wiggins brings to the ta-
ble as a college president in today’s 
culture.

“I think as a smaller college and 
in the education fi eld today, things 
are changing so rapidly and inter-
estingly that it’s really a good thing 
to bring an entrepreneurial per-
spective to things as well as having 
an innovative bent to things,” he 
said. 

Those characteristics, he be-
lieves, will help him to ask “Why 
not,” or “I think we could,” or “Why 
don’t we consider this?” or “Let’s 
fi gure out how to get this done,” 
questions that might help the lead-
ership think and act in new direc-
tions. 

Vision
Crown has a three-pronged vision 

that Wiggins hopes to strengthen 
and expand. It’s centered on faith, 
academics and global connected-
ness.

Each student who attends Crown 
for four years must take 30 hours of 
Bible Theology in an effort to be 
grounded in their faith.

“It’s a great place to explore their 
faith; it’s a safe place to do that: to 
embrace their faith and then to ex-
press it in meaningful ways,” Wig-
gins said. “We take that very seri-
ously. We’re going to continue to 
do that through meaningful Chris-
tian service, engagements with the 
community and helping students 
gain experience in putting their 
faith into action ….”

The school has several strong 
programs, including education, 
nursing, business and ministry. In 
addition, its programs in psychol-
ogy and communications are also 
doing well and growing, according 
to Wiggins.

Regarding global connectedness, 
Wiggins said roughly 50 percent of 
current Crown students will have 
had an overseas experience by the 
time they graduate.

“As the world shrinks in terms of 
our engagement with people that 
are different from us, at least demo-
graphically, we need to learn how 
to interact and minister and serve 
and tolerate and try to make a dif-
ference with people who are differ-
ent than we are,” he said. “By our 
very DNA, I think we are global.”

Experiences
During their years on campus and 

as part of the school’s vision, Wiggins 
hopes students will also “experience” 
several things. While he can’t promise 
these experiences to students right now, 
he hopes to provide these expectations 

down the road.
Wiggins wants to make sure every 

student has an internship.
“It’s so important that they have 

practical experience as well as just 
classroom experience,” he said. 
“That’s something from my busi-
ness background I want to stress to 
all of our students that that’s just 
critical. Not just as a nurse or as a 
teacher, but you need to have that 
if you’re in psychology classes or so-
ciology or business classes.”

In relation to internships, Wig-
gins hopes students will complete 
Christian service applications, 
meaning students will satisfactorily 
fulfi ll a certain number of credit 
hours before they can graduate. 

A third commitment is serving 
internationally. The school already 
has some 50 percent of its students 
spending time overseas before they 
graduate.

“A lot of our students end up 
serving internationally, but we want 
them to have those experiences 
while they are still in college and 
being able to have that infl uence 
their career choices and career 
placements,” Wiggins said.

The other experiences relate to 
limiting student debt and place-
ment opportunities upon gradua-
tion.

The future
As Wiggins looks down the road, 

he sees new opportunities and 
challenges for the nearly 100-year-
old institution. The number of 
students taking online courses will 
soon match the number of tradi-
tional students on campus.

“I know that this year, I think 
probably this fall, we will have as 
many or more students enrolled in 
our online program as we have in 
our on campus program,” he said. 
“I think that will be the fi rst time 

For more information about Crown 
College, visit www.crown.edu. 

WIGGINS…
Continued from page 1

that has happened. As we move 
down the road, I can see that our 
on campus program, which has 
been growing year [after] year, 
will continue to do so but probably 
do so at rates that won’t be able to 
keep up with the online programs.”

Wiggins believes Crown’s online 
programs now offer the broadest 
curricula for Christian colleges in 
the upper Midwest.

“That’s one reason why people are 
fl ocking to it,” he said. “They want a 
Christian perspective online, and the 
delivery systems today are so rich in 
content and media and convenient 
that people are doing it.”

The growth in the online pro-
gram will also allow the school to 
expand its reach to a more diverse 
group of students.

“Down the road, our online pro-
gram will grow even faster than our 
on campus program will grow,” 
Wiggins said. “That will help us to 
reach an increasingly diverse set of 
people because they can already be 
in the business market and come 
from multiple geographies and 
have different backgrounds.”

In the end, students will attend 
Crown—or other schools for that 
matter—for the value they perceive 
it offers. 

Wiggins believes that students 
who select Crown “want to explore 
their faith and embrace it and 
express it in meaningful and rel-
evant ways in the world today. They 
wouldn’t be coming here if they 
didn’t. [We want to] really excite 
them about Jesus Christ and who 
He is and what His callings can be 
in their life. When you strip every-
thing else away, that’s really what 
we’re trying to do.”

Crown College, located in St. Bonifacius, has a 215-acre campus of oak trees, 
rolling hills, lakes and miles of walking/running trails.
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ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is headed 
because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

 Live Replay
AM 1030 WCTS Sat. 9am Sun. 9am
AM 980 KKMS Sat. 9am Sun. 12pm 
AM 1280 The Patriot Sat. 9am Sun. 8am
FM 88.1 WAJC Sat. 8am Sun. 8am 

By Scott Noble

PLYMOUTH — In 2007, Jim 
Hale interviewed 35 recovery agen-
cies to discover their mentoring 
needs. The former business lead-
er was looking to make a career 
change and felt called to help men 
in their relationships with Christ. 

He discovered that the leaders of 
these organizations didn’t need ad-
ditional mentors; they just needed 
committed ones.

“They needed some men men-
toring who would stick it out,” 
Hale said. “Who would really have 
enough boldness and equipping to 
not get beat up by the mentee com-
ing out of darkness,” which in this 
fi eld included those coming out 
of incarceration, those with addic-
tions and similar struggles.

What Hale heard from those con-
versations was “We need men to be 
more equipped, [better] trained, 
[have] more ability to really help a 
man through this mentoring.”

But Hale’s mentoring journey really 
began some 10 years ago when he start-
ed moving from a career in business to 
a career in ministry. Feeling called to 
this new season in his life, Hale took 
ministry studies and became a licensed 
and ordained minister. 

He surrounded himself with a 
group of men who helped him as 
he traversed this new endeavor. 
One of those men was Al Quie, the 
former governor of the state and 
Christian leader who has counseled 
and mentored many believers over 
the years. Hale would soon become 
Quie’s next mentee.

With this group of men providing 
advice, including Quie, along with the 
knowledge Hale gained from talking 
with ministry leaders, he founded 

Left: Jim Hale conducts a one-day workshop with a recovery and reentry agency in Chicago. Right: Hale works one on one, 
mentoring a business man who wants to use the ‘I Am Responsible’ workbook to help him grow in specifi c areas of his life.

Mentor Corps helps men desiring closer relationship with Christ

Mentor Corps in 2007. The 501(c) 3 
helps train Christian men to be men-
tors to those coming out of incarcera-
tion or struggling with addictions or 
dealing with homelessness. The goal 
was to train men so that they could 
adequately provide spiritual support 
to those in need.

What drives Hale is the reality 
of how many men don’t stay com-
mitted to the mentoring process 
or who don’t stick with it because 
it’s too diffi cult or they are not ad-
equately trained or supported. 

He hopes Mentor Corps can pro-
vide that missing piece for men.

Transition and process
During the fi rst several years of 

Mentor Corps, Hale focused mainly on 
training mentors to help those coming 
out of prison or struggling with addic-
tions. He developed training material 
including a “Discipleship Battle Plan” 
and the “Royal Opps” program, which 
were designed to give mentors strong 
and solidifi ed training.

The focus of Mentor Corps has 
not changed; however, a year-and-
and-half ago Hale started to work 
with men one-on-one to help guide 
them through the challenges of ev-
eryday life—not specifi cally those 
in the recovery fi eld. 

“Mentor Corps is still alive and 
well with the original concept of 
mentoring a man to what Jesus 
wants them to learn about being 
a man, a dad, a husband, a father, 
an employee, a disciple,” he said. 
“I love being face-to-face with a 
man who will listen to some of the 
things—tools—that I’ve put togeth-
er to help guide [men] through 
their landmines of wives and kids 
and jobs and money and lust.”

When Hale meets with a man, the 
fi rst step in the mentoring process is 
to conduct a “personal success X-ray,” 
which includes asking questions about 
his personal life, fi nances, physical and 
spiritual conditions.

“What I know of my own life, be-
ing a Christian man since [I was] 12 

years old, I did not live a fulfi lled, 
blessed life because of my own 
choices,” Hale said. “By the grace 
of God and the Holy Spirit within 
me, He grew me through stuff after 
stuff to become the man [I am] to-
day. I still have men around me who 
I need so much to grow.”

Hale believes that men today face 
more landmines in life that at any 
other time, but he believes with the 
Holy Spirit’s help and with a good 
mentor, men can successfully fi ght 
those struggles.

The role of mentor is a serious 
role, according to Hale, and one 
that requires honesty and frank-
ness. When he fi rst meets the men-
tee, Hale will tell him, “I’m not 
your buddy, I’m not your dad, I’m 
not your uncle. I’m Jim, and I’m 
going to be your mentor. I’m going 
to love you so much that I’m going 
to tell you the truth.” 

The second phase of the mentor-
ing process is developing an action 
plan. Through conversations, the 

two will develop a plan that includes 
areas to focus on and improve and 
strategies for meeting those goals.

“[We’ll talk] a little bit of news, 
weather and sports and then we get 
into the game,” he said. “We get into 
where are you at? It’s about things we 
agreed upon that he wants to grow 
more [Christ] likeness than the world. 
I’ll do my best to help him.”

Over the years, Hale has discov-
ered that mentees generally lack 
two things: accountability and pri-
oritization. He believes they have 
good intentions and a good heart 
but “no sergeant,” someone who 
can come in and be honest with 
them and help lead them on a 
more successful path.

“I always come back to fruit of the 
Spirit,” Hale said. “Call it rewards/
accomplishments/where are you at? 
It’s all about fruit of the Spirit. I don’t 
care about the sales award, I don’t care 
about the new house, the new car. I care 
about what in the fruit of the Spirit are 
you growing and showing?”

Through years of training, on-the-
ground experience and the tools to 
help guide the mentoring process, Hale 
believes he can help guide men on their 
journeys to become more committed 
followers of Jesus Christ.

That journey might not always be 
easy, but the rewards are other worldly.

“You do it [God’s] way, you follow 
The way, guess what?” Hale said. “You 
live for eternity, you live a fruitful, full 
life. Yeah, you might get killed, perse-
cuted, beat up. But living in [God], 
you win. I care about your heart being 
totally committed to [God].”

For more information about Men-
tor Corps, visit www.thementorcorps.
org or call 612-963-0820.
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By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — Thomas Edison 
fi led a patent for an optical pho-
nograph, the fi rst movie; Grover 
Cleveland was the president of the 
United States; the modern automo-
bile was two years old; World War I 
was still nearly three decades away; 
Minnesota had become a state only 
30 years prior; and East Immanuel 
Norwegian Lutheran Church was 
founded on the east side of St. Paul. 
The year was 1888.

One-hundred-and-twenty-fi ve years 
later, East Immanuel Lutheran Church 
still occupies the same location—Mary-
land and Payne—on the east side of St. 
Paul. Its current sanctuary was built in 
1925; the church offi ces are housed 
in a 1950s addition, but some of the 
bricks on the walls date from the 1880s. 

In the more than a century since 
its founding, the neighborhood sur-
rounding the church has changed 
dramatically, but the church’s com-
mitment to the gospel has not.

“You look at these godly men and 
women who have kept the course 
faithful in the church, even though 
culture changes around you, the 
love of Christ and the focus to share 
His love through not just our words 
but more importantly our actions 
…,” said the Rev. Chris Monson, 
who has served as pastor for the 
past six years. 

Those actions are expressed ev-
ery Monday night, as the church 
supplies a hot meal and a bag of 
groceries to those in need. The 
church serves between 100 and 300 
meals each week, giving commu-
nity members a chance to see the 
service side of the church.

“They feel that we’re not neces-
sarily just saying, ‘Hey, come to 
church on Sunday morning,’ but 
[rather] ‘Here’s a connection.’ It’s 
not neutral ground as much, but 
it’s not a Sunday morning,” Mon-
son said.

Each Monday night, in addition 
to the free meal and groceries, the 
gospel is preached and there is an 
opportunity for prayer. Through 
that outreach, relationships have 
been formed and bridges have 
been crossed. 

“They all come from some re-
ligious belief or some kind of un-
derstanding of what the church 
is,” Monson said. “If that’s a good 
one or a bad one, we try to just 
say, ‘Look, here’s something kind, 
something simple in the name of 
Jesus.’”

The variety of backgrounds pres-
ent in the neighborhood puts the 
church at the center of its mission.

“It’s been kind of a great mis-

sion fi eld—melting pot—because 
now instead of us having to go half 
way around the world to reach 
people who don’t know the gospel, 
the Lord has brought them to our 
doorstep,” Monson said. 

The east side of St. Paul has ex-
perienced its share of misfortune 
and challenges. Monson said the 
church is located in a pretty tough 
neighborhood where gangs often 
provide solace and comfort to boys 
and young men. 

With that in mind, East Immanu-
el has organized outreaches to kids.

“To show them that not only do 
we love you, but fi rst and foremost 
you need to understand that no mat-
ter what you look like, how much 
money you have, whatever, you are 
fearfully and wonderfully made in 
God’s image,” he said. “If we can 
make that a safe place—even if it’s 
only for a couple of hours where we 
don’t allow violence, we don’t allow 
bad language, we don’t allow pick-
ing on each other …”

Monson shares the pulpit on 
Monday evenings with two former 
gang members who have become 
committed followers of Jesus Christ. 
The Chicago natives each served 
several years in prison for their of-
fenses and can more easily address 
some of the struggles young men in 
the neighborhood face.

East Immanuel is currently work-
ing with several suburban congre-
gations—and looking for more—
who want to form partnerships on 
outreaches, mission efforts and 
resources. Some churches look to 
go overseas or across the country to 
work on projects or engage in mis-
sions. Monson hopes they will take 
a look in their own backyards and 
see the opportunities available to 
them on the east side of St. Paul.

This fall, East Immanuel will host 
a 125-year celebration, where it will 
bring back former pastors, mission-
aries and others who played a key 
role in the history of the church. 
Monson doesn’t know the exact 
date when the church was founded, 
but leaders decided to hold the cel-
ebration on Oct. 5 and 6.

More than a century after its 
founding, East Immanuel—with its 
steeple serving as the tallest struc-
ture on the east side—is still serv-
ing as a beacon for those hungry to 
hear of God’s love and to experi-
ence it personally.    

East Immanuel Lutheran Church was founded in 1888 and continues to be a 
beacon of hope in a changing neighborhood.

Church remains committed 
to gospel after 125 years
East Immanuel Lutheran Church was 
founded as Norwegian congregation

For more information about East 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and its 
125-year celebration, visit www.
eastimmanuel.org.
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Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

ERIC — I started using as a teenager 
and have tried almost every drug 
there is. But meth was the one that 
took hold of me, and for 16 years I 
was living a life of crime, destroying 
every relationship I had. Facing prison 
time for my 8th felony charge, I asked 
God to take control of my ruined life. 
Nothing has been the same since. 
Instead of prison, God brought me to 
MnTC where I developed my relation-
ship with Jesus. I have changed from 
the inside out, and my family sees it. 
I now work here as program staff, I 
am enrolled in school, 
and am blessed to do 
ministry outreach in 
the same jail I once 
occupied.

A one-hour radio program broadcast LIVE 
from a log cabin in northern Minnesota

The Gospel Cabin

Airing the 2nd and 4th Saturday night of each month at 7 PM

Hosted by 
Steven Keillor

The Gospel Cabin will be presented before a live 
audience at the Minnesota State Fair, at 10 AM, 
Thursday, August 29, at the Crossroads Chapel.

By Lori Arnold

LONG BEACH, Calif. — Parents who 
opt for public charter schools in an 
effort to improve their children’s edu-
cation may want to reconsider after an 
in-depth study reveals there is virtually 
no difference in the academic achieve-
ment of public and charter schools.

The study also found that private 
school students excelled well beyond 
those in public and charter schools.

“I really expected going in that faith-
based schools, Christian schools, would 
do the best, even when you controlled 
for such things as socio-economic sta-
tus, parental involvement, selectivity, 
you name it,” said William Jeynes, a 
California State University, Long Beach 
professor who conducted the three-
year study. “What I didn’t anticipate is 
that there is essentially no difference 
between the public charter schools vs. 
traditional public schools.”

Jeynes’ discovery came after he com-
pleted a research approach known as a 
meta-analysis, in which various studies 
and papers, including theses and dis-
sertations, are combined in order to 
determine patterns and trends

In his education study, Jeynes said 
he sifted through nearly 1,000 reports 
before whittling down his sample to 
about 90 different studies covering the 
topic of education. 

“God has been faithful and opened 
up a lot doors to speak before govern-
ment offi cials largely because very few 
people have time to read through 90 
or 100 studies,” the Christian profes-
sor said.

The survey compared such things 
as graduation rates, test scores and 
teacher ratings.

Because the scope of meta-analysis 
is so wide, they tend to have higher 
readership, Jeynes said. His study was 
featured in the Peabody Journal of 
Education and will be published in 
book form early next year.

The researcher, a Harvard graduate 
who is a senior fellow at the Wither-
spoon Institute in Princeton New Jersey, 
said he decided to undertake the study 
because of the swift growth in charter 
schools nationwide and a challenge 
given to him by one of his professors.

“If you fi nd a hole in the research, 
that’s where you should direct your 
course,” Jeynes said.

“It seemed to me, with the increas-
ing popularity of charter schools, that 
the time was right for a meta-analysis 
that looked not only at traditional 
public schools and compared them 

with Christian schools, but also public 
charter schools because, especially over 
the last 20 years, (they) have become 
very popular.”

In recent years, the charter school 
movement has exploded as parents, 
concerned over academic standards, 
liberal-leaning curricula and increased 
violence on campus, have sought out 
inexpensive alternatives to public 
schools. Charter schools, which offer 
more parental involvement and fl ex-
ibility, have widely been viewed as a 
positive addition to the school choice 
movement.

Explosive growth
According to the National Center 

for Education Statistics, enrollment 
in K-12 charter schools increased 
by 259 percent, from 448,343, from 
the 2000-01 school year, the fi rst 
year they were tracked, to 1.61 mil-
lion in 2009-10, the latest data avail-
able. During that same time period 
the number of schools increased 
from 1,993 to 4,952, a 148 percent 
increase.

“Much of the idea behind char-
ter schools is to try to mimic some 
of the advantages of attending a 
faith-based school: to try to give 
the leadership more fl exibility to 
do what needs to be done; to be 
more sensitive to what the parents 
want; to offer more of a one-on-one 
relationship with the teacher and 
the child,” Jeynes said. “Obviously, 
they can’t copy everything, and I 
guess one can argue, especially as a 
result of this study, that maybe they 
can’t imitate some of the more im-
portant components of what gives 
Christian schools the edge.”

Part of the problem as Jeynes 
sees it is that the government is 
often too quick to adopt new re-
forms nationally. Since 1994, for 
instance, three different education 
reform bills have been implement-
ed nationwide: Bill Clinton’s Goals 
2000,”George W. Bush’s No Child 
Left Behind and Barack Obama’s 
Common Core, the latter of which 
states are now in the process of 
adopting.

Take it slow
The professor said he believes a 

much better approach is to run pi-
lot programs in several key cities to 
monitor the results before chang-
ing direction on a nationwide scale.

“Historically speaking, perhaps 
because God’s blessed (America) 

Study shows charter schools fare no better than public schools

By Lori Arnold

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Arizona 
charter school students are showing 
the strongest strides nationally, as is 
Minnesota, which launched the move-
ment in 1991.

William Jeynes—the California State 
University, Long Beach professor who 
conducted the in-depth meta-analysis 
research comparing student success 
with traditional public school, public 
charter schools and private, mostly 
faith-based schools—said charter 
school programs that are initiated by 
parents and which focus on character 
development and respect for faith 
tend do better. 

Governments, he said, do a disservice 
to charter schools and the families they 
serve when they approach the reform 
from a strictly economic perspective. 

“They are not in tune with what 
parents want,” he said, suggest-
ing families are more interested 
in morality and character devel-
opment. “I think that the charter 
school movement works best when 
it is more of a grassroots movement 
and slowly develops as opposed to 
politicians almost foisting their per-

spectives on their constituency.”
Jeynes said much of the support 

for Arizona’s program has come from 
Christian families.

 “States and cities where they 
recognized that there is a need for 
character education, there’s a need 
for self-disciplined lives, there’s a 
need for high expectations, faith 
should be respected, those are the 
states and cities that did the best,” 
Jeynes said.

In addition to Arizona, Minne-
sota has also enjoyed a strong showing 
among charter school students.

“They probably have the most devel-
oped, certainly longest lasting system 
of public charter schools, and so they 
are well above average and well above 
traditional public school students,” 
Jeynes said.

Jeynes said that while the fi ndings on 
charter schools was disappointing, per-
forming no better than public schools, 
private Christians schools proved to 
be big winners—a stark contrast to 
naysayers who have been predicting 
the demise of the parochial schools 
for the past decade or so.

“I think people are beginning to 
understand their contribution in a 

deeper way than before and, secondly, 
people are beginning to understand 
that maybe, even through the reces-
sion, that there are a lot of people out 
there who would love to send their 
children to Christian schools but just 
can’t afford it. They need help.”

Jeynes said he believes faith-based 
schools are so successful because they 
demand higher standards from stu-
dents, insisting that students take hard 
courses, do homework every day and go 
on to college. All of these expectations 
are balanced by solid ethical and moral 
teachings that can’t be imitated in the 
public sector.

“This probably should come as no 
surprise that this translates into higher 
levels of achievement,” he said. “As a 
teacher in a Christian school you can 
convey to your students that God made 
you with a purpose. You have a purpose 
in life. You have a direction. You are not 
here by an accident. You are on a mis-
sion whether your realize that or not. 
God has made you for a reason, and 
you were not an afterthought. Those 
types of exhortations can clearly no 
longer be made in public schools, and 
yet that makes a big, big difference in 
the lives of children.”

Grassroots movement bodes 
best for charter school programs
Minnesota fares well for alternative option  

with prosperity and material wealth 
over the years, but we’ve had a tra-
dition at the government level of 
saying, ‘This looks good, this looks 
nice, let’s throw a few billion here 
and a few billion there, and let’s see 
if this works.’

“What this research suggests is 
that we need to slow down and re-
ally examine what are the types of 
schools in which our students do 
the best. It turns out that it’s Chris-
tian schools, and yes they cost a bit, 
but it seems they are worth it.”

In addition to the journal report, 
Jeynes recently presented the in-
formation to the faculty at Notre 
Dame University. He is also a fre-
quent guest speaker at Harvard, 
Cambridge and Oxford universi-
ties.
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A new survey from the Public 
Religion Research Institute (PRRI) 
heralds some changes on the ho-
rizon in the American religious 
scene. The fi ndings, which are 
making the rounds among politi-
cal, cultural and religious pundits, 
point to a future where religious 
progressives are much more promi-
nent than religious conservatives.

The data point to the changing 
landscape among those who iden-
tify as religious conservatives and 
progressives. Currently, according 
to the study, 28 percent of Ameri-
cans classify themselves as religious 
conservatives, while 38 percent are 
religious moderates and 19 percent 
are religious progressives. 

However, the fi ndings gain trac-
tion for some when the age of ad-
herents is considered. The mean 
age of religious conservatives is 
nearly 10 years older than religious 
progressives (53 vs. 44), while the 
mean age of the general population 
is 47. The statistics become even 
starker when it comes to younger 
generations. 

Twenty-three percent of 18- to 
33-year-olds identify as religious 

progressives while only 17 percent 
identify as religious conservatives. 
On a side note, 22 percent identify 
as nonreligious.

The result in a nutshell: the num-
ber of religious conservatives—if 
the polling data are accurate and 
current trends hold true—will 
continue to decline while religious 
progressives and the nonreligious 
will continue to expand. This could 
ultimately mean that social justice 
concerns, the environment and 
other issues typically related to pro-
gressives will become more promi-
nent in the culture than those asso-
ciated with religious conservatives: 
the sanctity of human life, tradi-
tional values and the like.

There is a lot of data in this study. 
As with all studies, the way the data 
is unpacked and how it’s interpret-
ed plays a critical role in the accura-
cy of its fi ndings. However, it’s fairly 
certain the American religious 
landscape—and how that plays out 
in political and cultural debates—is 
in the midst of change. 

While we’re in the midst of this 
change, a few thoughts come to 
mind. 

First, whenever a particular faith 
tradition or movement becomes 
co-opted or nearly completely 
aligned with a certain political 
party, it spells trouble. The last 40 
years since evangelicals and other 
conservative Protestants became re-
engaged with politics exemplifi es 
this to a certain degree.

Polling from the PRRI confi rms 
that religious progressives are just 
as committed to the Democrats as 
religious conservatives were—and 
are—to the Republicans. 

This exclusive co-opting or ex-
change offered by adherence to 
specifi c political parties decreases 
the effectiveness and sacredness 
of the gospel. Care for the poor, 
the sanctity of human life, biblical 
values and religious liberty issues 
all become less effective and less 
meaningful when seen nearly com-
pletely through the political lens of 
Democrats or Republicans. 

Regardless where the next 10 
or 20 years take us, it’s imperative 
that religious conservatives and re-
ligious progressives—and moder-
ates—do not become immersed in 
politics over spiritual concerns.

Second, while the involvement 
of religious conservatives in politics 
may be on the decline, the cultur-
al impact of the gospel has never 
been more prevalent. 

In the last fi ve years, I have seen 
dozens of organizations, move-
ments, initiatives and activities—
none of them overtly political—de-
velop, grow and critically impact 
the culture and people’s lives for 
the gospel. It’s easy to believe that 
if your particular political beliefs 
are not being enacted legislatively 
that you are not winning or being 
effective.

The opposite is the case with the 
gospel. The gospel is a ground-up/
bottom-top movement that begins 
with individuals and groups of peo-
ple—and rarely rises to the halls of 
political and cultural power.

Finally, the gospel of Jesus Christ 
has always had more impact on 
society and individuals when it fo-
cuses on carrying out Jesus’ mission 
in our everyday lives: feeding the 
hungry, reaching the lost, teach-
ing people to become disciples and 
working for peace and justice. 

It’s an amazing movement, one 
that doesn’t need to be in power or 
hold political infl uence in order to 
dramatically and eternally impact 
the world.

So, let’s not worry about whether 
religious progressives, moderates 
or conservatives are on the rise or 
who will soon become a majority or 
whatever the next study indicates. 
Let’s focus on changing culture the 
way Jesus did: one person at a time.     

 Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

The gospel of the Kingdom of 
God can hardly be seen as silent on 
our Creator’s demands for social 
justice and righteousness. The four 
Gospels agree that Jesus consistent-
ly taught how the Torah, Wisdom 
and Hebrew prophetic writings 
should inform daily life.  

In Luke 4, Jesus declares that 
the advent of His ministry brought 
the fulfi llment of Isaiah 61, which 
describes a kingdom of justice and 
righteousness. Few will deny that 
Jesus recalled Psalm 89:14 (“Righ-
teousness and justice are the foun-
dation of your throne; love and 
faithfulness go before you”) as He 
went all over preaching the gospel 
of the Kingdom of God. In the Be-
atitudes, Jesus powerfully revealed 
what life is like where justice abides.

But, Jesus is more than a prophet, 
teacher and preacher of the Word. 
He is God with us … the Word with 
us. He is the Creator’s perfect ex-
pression of His word of truth. He 
is the way, truth and life. What the 
Law could not do, He continually 
does. Jesus tells us what to do and 
shows us how.

Our nation’s racialized responses 

to the trial of George Zimmerman 
and related issues beg the question: 
“How” can there be the kingdom of 
justice and righteousness that Jesus 
teaches us to seek? How? How can 
there be justice in the land when 
even Christians see justice so differ-
ently?

Consider Jesus’ response in Mat-
thew 22 to the question of “which is 
the greatest commandment in the 
Law?”

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the fi rst and greatest 

commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self.’ All the Law and the Proph-
ets hang on these two command-
ments.”

Pay attention to Jesus’ response. 
He knows our best efforts to do 
justice are subject to variances in 
interpretation, bias, prejudice, ig-
norance and any number of other 
human fallibilities. He calls us to 
love. Love God fi rst, and second, 
love our neighbors as we love our-
selves. 

Jesus tells us what to do and 
shows us how. In 1 John 3:16, it is 
written: “This is how we know what 
love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or 
sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be 
in that person? Dear children, let 
us not love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth.”

Christ shows us how to love our 
neighbors. Love them as we love 
ourselves. In that commandment 
is a golden key to building rela-

tionships. Take some time to think 
about what you need and consider 
what it will take for you to get what 
you need. Then, take some time 
to think about what others need. 
Do you know? How do you know? 
Think about what it will take for 
them to get what they need. Are 
you willing to do for them as you 
are willing to do for yourself? 

Love commands us to do justice 
which, in turn, demands that we 
see others as they truly are.  This is 
the challenge: seeing and valuing 
the God-blessed humanity of oth-
ers. Through this Kingdom work, 
“they” become “us.” The work is 
painful, but Christ regards no ex-
cuses.

Consider Saul of Tarsus, who was 
convinced that his persecution of 
Jesus’ followers was noble. He was 
even justifi ed by legal credentials. 
But, along the way, he was painfully 
blessed to discover and be healed 
of his blindness. He speaks of this 
in 2 Corinthians 5:16: “So from now 
on we regard no one from a world-
ly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do 
so no longer.”

Saul’s encounter with the Spirit 
of God’s love, although painful, 
brought the light of Christ and in 
this light Saul saw his credentials, 
authority, privilege and power as 
nothing. He surrendered all to gain 
Christ and grew to understand the 
supremacy of love in Christ. What 
would you and I be willing to give 
for the ability to see and love God’s 
others, our neighbors as ourselves?  

Do our laws, policies and practic-
es refl ect Isaiah 61? Does privilege 
deny others place? Where is legal, 
political and economic power fos-
tering and perpetuating weakness, 
racism and other societal disease?

Saul changed and endured pub-
lic ridicule, scorn and sacrifi ce 
when he realized he could gain 
power to give new life rather than 
take life. God used Paul to remove 
the barriers that had prevented di-
verse people from seeing and lov-
ing each other as sisters and broth-
ers. Shall we do as Paul did?

Rev. Richard H. Coleman is the 
executive director of Hope United 
Community Development Corpora-
tion.

Seeing and valuing the humanity of others

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Religious left vs. religious right

Jim & Lynne Jackson

Richard Coleman

“What should the consequence 
be for that?”

This is one of the most common 
questions we get from parents re-
questing help with their kids. They 
ask because their goal is to get their 
kids to behave. They often have 
some background being taught 
that the goal of biblical discipline 
is immediate obedience, and that 
misbehavior must be treated with 
some sort of swift intervention. 

But the whole of scripture sug-
gests that God’s discipline of His 
children is rarely swift, and that 
the high priority of discipline of 
children is to bring them up in the 
training and instruction of a lov-
ing, patient and merciful God (see 
Ephesians 6:4 and Psalm 145:8) 
and to teach wisdom in righteous-
ness (see Luke 1:17 and Hebrews 
12:11).

Yes, there is some suggestion in 

the Bible that discipline of children 
may sometimes be swift and author-
itative. But we like to help parents 
broaden their thinking about disci-
pline, not just as a means to quick 
behavior change but as a process of 
changing hearts: a change of their 
children’s beliefs about themselves 
and what God says about them. 

So we respond to parents’ fi rst 
question with another question, 
“What do you want your children to 
learn to believe about themselves 
when they misbehave?”

Parents nearly always answer this 
deeper question by saying things 
like, “I want them to believe they 
are responsible for their actions, 
that they can do better, that they 
are loved no matter what they do!” 

These are great goals for disci-
pline! To discipline kids with an eye 
for developing these beliefs begins 
by understanding and teaching our 

kids about what we call “natural 
impacts.” This biblical principle 
can actually help parents discipline 
without punishing them at all!

Galatians 6:7 says, “Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked. 
A man reaps what he sows.” This 
simply means that there is a built-in 
“harvest” that comes based on the 

actions we choose. For example, 
when one child hits another, he 
feels “icky” inside; the other child 
gets hurt and feels upset also. Trust 
and relationship are broken. 

These are not imposed conse-
quences. They are natural impacts. 
One aspect of effective discipline is 
to do the hard and sometimes com-
plex work of helping kids under-
stand and be motivated by natural 
impacts.

Unfortunately, in the name of 
immediate obedience and disci-
pline, parents often miss the potent 
opportunity for teaching about 
natural impacts by quickly impos-
ing other consequences or punish-
ment.

To help children learn about nat-
ural impacts means we sometimes 
have to get out of the way and let 
the mess unfold for a bit. Instead 
of immediate intervention, you can 

observe the natural impacts and be 
prepared to ask about and discuss 
them with your children. 

Don’t impose consequences, but 
gently talk with the kids to help 
them understand the cause-and-ef-
fect relationship between their be-
havior and its impact on everyone 
involved. Find and discuss together 
any relevant Bible passages that can 
add light.

When our son Noah went 
through a phase of struggling 
with lying, we initially dealt with 
it by fi rm confrontation or conse-
quences. We got nowhere. If any-
thing, it was getting worse—until 
we changed our approach and did 
three things that really encouraged 
him toward honesty.

When he told the truth, even 
for little things, we focused on the 

Biblical discipline might be deeper than we’ve been taught

See DISCIPLINE, page 9
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Dare to persevere

Principles for intentional Christian community
We live in an age of fl uid mo-

bility, frenetic activity, social net-
working, cyber-relationships and 
delayed marriage. This means that 
our young adults feel more alien-
ated from human community now 
more than ever. Most churches are 
wringing their hands about their 
aging membership and how to 
bring those “fresh young faces” into 
the pews. 

But the Millennial generation 
can see right through the ruse 
and sense that they are being 
called to prop up the existing es-
tablishment.

What if the local church helped 
arrange for young adults to live in 
intentional Christian community 
together as a call to discipleship? 
At Church of All Nations, we are 
seeing how our community homes 
over time are producing fruit in the 
areas of spiritual growth, personal 
discipline, living in harmony with 
diversity, learning to manage con-
fl ict, reducing student and other 
forms of debt and living not only 
within one’s means but extending 
Christian hospitality to others. 

Our young adults generate vital 
ministry and community for our 
whole congregation, and their en-
ergy is contagious!

The following are some lessons 
we have learned and apply to our 
communities:

Vulnerability: Confessing who we 
are sets us free. 

Living in intentional Christian com-
munity reminds us that we are not 
self-suffi cient. When we live together, 
the things we are ashamed of eventually 
get exposed. Even our self-deception 
is brought to light. As secrecy and 
deception are the tragic byproducts 
of trauma, so are openness and truth 
the fruit of healing. 

We refuse to be bound by the 
shame of our past. Thus, we commit 
to confessing our true selves to one 
another and to risk vulnerability. In 
loving community, we become free to 
be vulnerable without fear; for freedom 
Christ has set us free!

Humanity: Recovering personal 
dignity in community.

Living in intentional Christian com-
munity means that we can recover our 
humanity together. In an increasingly 
alienated and alienating world, we 
choose to share our grief, joy and love 
as a way of recovering our basic dignity 
as God’s children. Just as the individual 
and lonely existence of Adam gave way 
to the rich community of the human 
family, so do we trust that life together 
will lead to a more abundant life and 
be more rewarding than the bankrupt 
promises of an empty American dream.

Discipleship: Losing our life 
(kenosis) in order to save it.

Living in intentional Christian com-
munity means that we give up our sense 
of autonomy so that we can learn to 
be disciples. Jesus emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, trusting God 
even to the point of death. We seek to 
imitate our Lord by emptying ourselves 
of self-protection, self-concern and 
self-promotion. 

We renounce the worldly life of 
competition and recognition. Rather, 
we commit to a humble and simple 
lifestyle as co-slaves with Jesus. We agree 
with St. Benedict that a true servant 
“… is content with the lowest and 
most menial work and regards himself 
as a poor and worthless workman in 
whatever task he is given” (“Rule of St. 
Benedict,” 36).

Discipleship is about forgetting 
ourselves on purpose. This makes at-
tentiveness to neighbor possible and 
genuine hospitality its natural fruit. As 

we give life to others, we fi nd our own.

Authority: We follow Christ as we 
follow one another.

The intentional Christian com-
munities of Church of All Nations are 
an expression of the congregation’s 
faith and vocation. Thus, our housing 
ministry is accountable to our church 
community through its appointed 
leaders. We do not interpret the com-
mand to “follow Jesus” in “the way” as 
an abstraction. The disciples followed 
Jesus by literally walking behind Him 
and learning daily from His example. 
They suffered with each other and with 
those they ministered to.

The way of Jesus involves disciples 
making disciples. Fallible human be-
ings who are nevertheless more mature 
are called to guide, encourage, correct 
and empower disciples. Jesus does not 
grant authority to those with academic 
degrees or impressive titles, but shares 
authority with the mature who bear 
the fruits of the Spirit and exhibit the 
marks of discipleship. Thus, authority 
can never be coercive and must always 
be negotiable by the community. This 
leads to gratitude even for human 
authority and leadership.

Jin S. Kim is pastor of Church of 
All Nations in Columbia Heights.

We have been called to be dis-
ciples of Jesus. This means we are 
called to a life of perseverance, a 
steadfast determination to follow 
Jesus no matter the cost.

How faithful is God to you? 
We often extol the grandeur of 

God’s faithfulness—and rightfully 
so. We place a great deal of our fo-
cus on His faithfulness and ignore 
the gaps in our own. How faithful 
are you to God? Faithfulness is a by-
product of perseverance.

I love what Winston Churchill 
said about perseverance: “God gave 
the bulldog a bent nose, so that it 
could still breathe while it hangs 
on.” The same should be said of 
us—that we hang on.

In 2 Corinthians 4:7-18, Paul tells 
us to hang tough and hang on. 

We can persevere because of our 
Savior (v. 7-11). There is a massive 
paradox in discipleship. The limitless 
power of the gospel is entrusted to 
limited, frail human beings. When we 
compare our ability to God’s, there is 
indeed a sharp contrast. We are much 
like jars of clay because we are vulner-
able, frail and faulty.

What is the treasure that Paul is 
talking about? The treasure is Jesus 
himself. It is the treasure of the Sav-
ior of the world. It is the treasure of 
Christ’s sacrifi ce. It is the treasure 
of our salvation. This treasure can 

never be fully comprehended. Our 
treasure lies in the fact that Jesus 
himself dwells in the hearts of those 
who believe. We hold the great trea-
sure of Christ within us.

We may be troubled, but Christ 
helps us in our distress. We are hard 
pressed, which means we are squeezed, 
oppressed, hedged in and pressured. 
Paul says we are not crushed, which 
is to be distressed on every side, in 
every place in every way. We might 
fi nd ourselves in troubled times, but 
we are never beyond the assistance 
that God can give. God never leaves 
us without hope.

We may be perplexed, but 
Christ’s power keeps us from de-
spair. Perplexed: to be at a loss, to 
doubt, not knowing or questioning. 
It is wondering which way to go, 

what to do, what to say. To have de-
spair is to be hopeless, to have no 
confi dence or no sense of security. 

We may be persecuted, but Christ 
never forsakes us. Never forsaken is 
God never leaving us alone. He is 
with us always and is there when we 
need Him. Christ is there to give us 
His presence and power.

Isaiah 43:2 tells us: “When you 
pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you. When you walk 
through the fi re, you will not be 
burned; the fl ames will not set you 
ablaze.”

We may be knocked down, but we 
are never destroyed.

During a Monday night football 
game between the Chicago Bears 
and the New York Giants, one of the 
announcers observed that Walter 

Payton, the Bears’ running back, 
had accumulated over nine miles in 
career rushing yardage. The other 
announcer remarked, “Yeah, and 
that’s with somebody knocking him 
down every 4.6 yards!” 

Walter Payton, the most success-
ful running back ever, knew that 
everyone—even the very best—get 
knocked down. The key to success 
is to get up and run again just as 
hard.

We can persevere because of our 
suffering (v. 16-18). If there was any 
person in the New Testament who 
had reason to give up, it was Paul (2 
Corinthians 11). 

Five times he was given 49 lash-
es; three times he was beaten with 
rods; he was stoned; and three dif-
ferent shipwrecks with one time 
leaving him in the open sea an en-
tire day and night.

Paul was literally fortunate to be alive 
from even one of these things, but over 
and over again, he faced death and 
bodily harm for the gospel. He never 
gave in and never gave up.

We persevere not in spite of suffering 
but because of it. This may sound a bit 
strange, but it is true. Each and every 
time we suffer, it brings us one step 
closer to heaven. It gives us one more 
reason to desire a deeper relationship 
with Christ. 

Each time we suffer is another 
opportunity to grow in our walk 
with God. Suffering is one of the re-
alities of this life, but Jesus uses that 
suffering to develop us. We tend 
to ask the wrong question. It is not 
what is God doing to us, but what 
He is trying to do in us.

C.S. Lewis said this about suffer-
ing: “Pain plants the fl ag of reality 
in the fortress of the rebel heart. 
God whispers in our pleasures, 
speaks in our conscience but shouts 
in our pain: it is His megaphone to 
rouse a deaf world.”

God uses the pain in our lives to 
develop perseverance, and perse-
verance builds up faithfulness.

If you get knocked down, always 
remember you are never knocked out.

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.

The way of Jesus involves 

disciples making disciples.

Terrance J. Rollerson

Jin Kim

It is not what is God 
doing to us, but what 
He is trying to do in us.
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Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

DONATE YOUR CAR
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city 
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help 
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faith-
based ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of 
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities. 

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

Michael P. Haag
Randall, Goodrich & Haag, PLC

2140 Fourth Avenue, Anoka
(763) 421-5424 x230

www.randallgoodrich.com

Corporate Law
Non-Profit Law

Tax Law

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

By Delores Topliff 
and Beverly Snyder 

MINNEAPOLIS — In September, 
the Minnesota Christian Writers Guild 
(MCWG) begins a new year of instruc-
tional speakers and meetings. Members 
of the group include all levels of pro-
fessional writers from the Twin Cities 
and throughout the state. This year’s 
topics include instruction on news 
articles, children’s books, song lyrics, 
publishing, marketing and networking.

The Guild brings together 
Christian writers and encourages 
continuing education, strength-
ens relationships of writers with 
editors and clients, promotes high 
standards of professionalism and 
recognizes the work of members at 

Minnesota Christian Writers 
Guild begins their 60th year

For more information about The 
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild, visit 
www.mnchristianwriters.org or email 
mnchristianwriters@comcast.net.

monthly meetings.
Speakers and professional semi-

nars are planned each year, and 
members include all levels of writ-
ers and editors involved in Chris-
tian and general markets.

Next May, the Guild celebrates its 
60th anniversary. Originally named 
The Christian Writers Fellowship of 
the Twin Cities, the group started in 
February of 1954 when a few writers 
met at a Chicago writers conference 
and decided to get together to talk 
shop and improve their writing. As 
its scope and membership broad-
ened, the name changed to The 
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild.

Since its beginning, well-known 
members have included Margaret 
Anderson, author of “The Christian 
Writer’s Handbook”; Judy Baer; 
Catherine Brandt; Lorraine Cazin; 
Joyce K. Ellis; Lois Walfrid Johnson; 
Ronald Keeler; Charette Barta; Jane 
Kise; Noel Piper; Sharon Sheppard; 
Penelope Stokes; Terry White; and 
Dr. Sherwood Wirt, the fi rst editor 
of “Decision” magazine. 

Additional members have hundreds 
of published articles and/or books to 
their credit. Prominent novelist Jerry 
Jenkins spoke at the 25th and 50th an-
niversary celebrations.

The 2014 spring seminar will be 
“All About eBooks,” led by industry 
veteran David Sheets. The seminar 
will touch on eBook options, tech-

nology changes, independent pub-
lishing and entrepreneurship. 

On Monday, September 9, kick-
off speaker Scott Noble, editor of 
the “Minnesota Christian Exam-
iner” and president of Noble Cre-
ative, LLC, will speak on “Catching 
the Editor’s Eye.” Look for Noble’s 
article in the July/August 2013 
“Writer’s Digest” on “How to Write 
for Christian Publications.”

The Minnesota Christian Writ-
ers Guild offers much for everyone 
seriously desiring to pursue writing 
by advancing their skill, craft and 
marketability while interacting with 
other dedicated Christians.

The Guild meets from 6:30 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. on the second Monday of 
each month, September through May. 
Starting this fall, meetings will be at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minne-
apolis. Membership is $40 for adults 
or $20 for students; visitors may attend 
their fi rst meeting free. Membership 
includes seminar discount, contests, 
fellowship and other benefi ts. Each 
November, the Guild hosts author 
tables for published members, just in 
time for holiday sales.

Each month, speakers at the Minnesota Christian Writers Guild help writers develop their craft and see new opportunities 
for their work.
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Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — A recent Evan-
gelical Leaders Survey revealed that 
nearly 60 percent of those polled 
believe evangelicals will be more 
engaged in political activities 10 
years from now than they are today. 
Those results somewhat contradict 
the assessment by some political 
and religious observers who believe 
evangelicals are tiring of politics 
and its oftentimes divisive nature.

Twenty-fi ve percent of those 
polled in the monthly survey of the 

board of directors of the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) 
believe political engagement will 
remain about the same, while 18 
percent believe it will go down. 

 “Evangelicals aren’t going away,” 
said Leith Anderson, president of 
the NAE and former senior pastor 
of Wooddale Church in Eden Prai-
rie, via a media release. “The issues 
that motivated us to engage in poli-
tics in the past will keep and inspire 
engagement in the future.”

There does appear, however, 
to be some distinction between 
younger and older evangelicals and 
their commitment to traditional 
political activity. 

 “Older evangelicals do seem to have 
tired of politics in recent election cycles 
and have probably seen low points 
in some states like Minnesota, where 
evangelicals are largely unrepresented 
and certainly not in power at the state 

or federal levels of government, and 
where public policy battles (e.g., 
same-sex marriage) have not gone well 
recently,” said Dr. Kent Kaiser, assistant 
professor of Communication at the 
University of Northwestern – St. Paul.

Dr. Stacey Hunter Hecht, as-
sociate professor and chair in the 
Department of Political Science at 
Bethel University believes younger 
evangelicals, those who grew up in 
the post-Reagan era, see political 
engagement as one viable option 
for action on issues of importance 
to them.

“But they are also likely to view 
other forms of engagement as vi-
able means as well: church service, 
community service, etc.,” she said. 
“Like the rest of their age cohort, 
they have been socialized to value 
service; and like all Americans, they 
are unhappy with government at 
present, but that doesn’t automati-
cally translate into disengagement 
with politics.”

The evangelical leaders polled 
believe that the same issues that 
sparked political activity in the past 
will continue to cause them to stay 

involved in the future. Issues such 
as marriage, poverty, the sanctity 
of life and religious freedom, they 
believe, will continue to drive evan-
gelicals to put their faith into action 
in the political arena. 

Younger evangelicals, however, while 
still committed to many of the same 
political issues as their parents, have 
broadened their concerns.

“… immigration and environ-
mental concerns are also of impor-
tance [to younger evangelicals], 
thus their appraisal of the politi-
cal issues that are worthy of their 
attention extends beyond the so-
called ‘culture wars’ issues,” Hunter 
Hecht said. 

While some of the traditional po-
litical issues evangelicals have ral-
lied around have seen some success 
in terms of legislation and general 
cultural support—i.e., the sanctity 
of life—other issues, like tradition-
al marriage and religious freedom, 
have enjoyed less public support.

Despite the lack of cultural sup-
port for some of these issues, Kaiser 
sees younger evangelicals staying 
committed to political activity.

“I think younger evangelicals are 
more passionate than evangelicals 
were in the past, and they have more 
ways to express themselves,” he said. 
“The stronger the opposition becomes, 
the stronger the young evangelicals 
become—must become.” 

Voter turnout in the last two 
presidential elections showed rela-
tively high rates for young people, 
according to Hunter Hecht. 

However, “It is too early to tell 
whether this is a sustainable increase in 
political participation amongst young 
people generally,” she said.

In the end, Anderson believes 
evangelicals, because of their faith 
commitment, will remain involved 
in politics in some way. 

“Evangelicals take the Bible seri-
ously, and as such, they will be faith-
ful to follow God’s call to love their 
neighbors as themselves,” he said. 
“Many realize that calling involves 
caring about what happens in the 
political realm.”

CASH BACK
on your purchases

FREE TO 
JOIN.

NO FEES.

Shop with your universal 
loyalty rewards card

Call Brian at 651-398-1303 
or visit www.my-cashback.com

Evangelical leaders see more political engagement in future
Same issues will inspire new 
generation, they believe

value of his honesty for protecting 
our trust and connection (the natu-
ral impact of honesty). We taught 
him to pay attention to that little 
feeling in his stomach that would 
come with a lie (one of the natural 
impacts of dishonesty). It was God’s 
gift to him to protect the trust and 
connection between us. 

We helped him understand the 
other natural impacts of lying: the 
mistrust, the damaged relation-
ships, the hardened heart that 
comes from ignoring that icky feel-
ing in our stomachs. We discussed 
various Bible passages about the 
benefi ts of honesty and the detri-
ments of dishonesty. We kept it light 
and fun but with a serious edge.

Soon after we shifted our ap-
proach, he was coming back to 
us to confess if he had lied. He’d 
say, “Dad, I’ve got that icky feeling 
again.” I’d affi rm him for coming to 
me, and we’d talk and pray through 
it. He’d ask forgiveness of the one 
he lied to. 

It was not that long until the lying 
was pretty much done. Through his 
teen years and as a young adult, 
Noah has been strongly committed 
to honesty.

Helping kids understand natural 
impacts is perhaps the most effec-
tive thing you can do to discipline 
them toward the wisdom of righ-
teousness. Looking to the scrip-
tures to feed the discussion is essen-
tial to keep it grounded. 

As kids grow into this wisdom, 
they tend to be motivated not by 
fear of punishment and conse-
quences, but by the joy that comes 
from honoring God and His Word. 
It’s not the only way to discipline, 
but it may be the most important.

Connected Families founders, 
authors and speakers Jim and Lynne 
Jackson have spent more than 20 
years guiding parents to live by 
God’s grace and truth with their 
children. Visit their website at www.
connectedfamilies.org.

DISCIPLINE…
Continued from page 6

For more information about the 
NAE, visit www.nae.net. 
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reliving the past, knowing he can 
change the future.

“I used to be a big shot, let’s put 
it that way,” Strawberry says. “But 
I want nothing to do with baseball 
now. I have no desire to be working 
in baseball. No desire at all.”

“I love the game, don’t get me wrong, 
but I love the Bible more. I want to 
help people save their lives, and have 
the responsibility of leading people 
into following Christ. It’s so hard to 
describe what that feels like, but I’ve 
never been happier in my life. It’s so 
much fun being a pastor.”

Pastor Darryl. Who would have 
thought? Certainly, not the former 
teammates, many who partied right 
alongside Strawberry, and now see 
a changed man.

“I saw the highs and the lows as 
a friend, but I quite frankly did not 
know how bad things were for him,” 
said former Mets pitcher Bobby 
Ojeda. “Damaging yourself is one 
thing, but damaging other people, 
and seeing what you left behind, is 
another. I think he got it before he 
completely fl ushed away his life.”

***

Strawberry and his wife, each 
twice-divorced, met 13 years ago 
at a narcotics center convention in 
Tampa. Tracy, hooked on cocaine, 
crack and crystal meth, had been 
clean for a year and turned her life 
to Jesus a week earlier.

She saw Strawberry from across 
the room, and to be honest, she 
says now, was sickened by the sight. 
“When I saw Darryl that day, it was 
kind of disturbing,” she said. “I was 
real aggravated with him because 
of the buzz all over the convention, 
‘Darryl Strawberry is in the house.’ 
There was a fl ock of people around 
him.”

She told her friends she wanted 
to go, not wanting to be part of the 
“freak show” surrounding Strawber-
ry. She was on her way out the door 
when a mutual friend introduced 
her to Strawberry, and they wound 
up talking most of the night.

They became a couple within two 
months, but the relationship tee-
tered every day.

“I wanted to drink and drug. I 
told her, ‘You don’t want to get 
involved with me. I’m very danger-
ous. My life is a mess, I’m a wreck,’” 
Strawberry says. “I was so honest. I 
just didn’t want to hurt nobody no 
more.”

Tracy stayed clean, going to real 
estate school in south Florida, but 
Strawberry’s addiction continued 
to rage. He would disappear for 
days. One day, he even stole her car. 
Tracy refused to give up on him.

“I wanted to save Darryl. I saw the 
greatness in him. I saw the poten-

tial,” Tracy said.
They broke up, again and again, 

until fi nally, Tracy told him she was 
going home to Missouri. If he really 
loved her, if he was really commit-
ted to giving up his addiction and 
turning to Christ, he could follow, 
living in her parents’ basement.

“I didn’t have anything,” Straw-
berry said. “She didn’t have any-
thing. I was in debt for $3 million, 
but I felt free inside. We never wa-
vered about how this is going to 
work out, but how we were going to 
let God lead us.”

***

They turned their lives over to Jesus, 
attending the Church On The Rock 
in St. Peters and becoming actively 
involved in worship. Tracy worked in 
real estate; Strawberry worked as a 
part-time Mets’ instructor and TV 
commentator. They slowly eased out of 
debt, were married in 2006, at the Little 
White Wedding Chapel in Las Vegas, 
and moved into their own apartment 
in St. Peters.

Today, they have their ministry — 
strawberryministries.org, where the 
website leads with, “Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, 
but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way 
you think” from Romans 12:2.

They opened The Darryl and 
Tracy Strawberry Christian Recov-
ery Program in Longview, Texas, 
and hope to launch two others 
soon in Orlando, Fla., and St. Lou-
is. They also have a Coffee House 
prayer meeting every Friday night 
at the Darryl Strawberry Adult Day 
Program for Autism building.

“They have meant everything to 
this community, particularly me,” 
says Marcia Funderburk, 58, who 
said two of her adult children are 
heroin addicts. “You want to just 
throw in the towel, and give up. It’s 
been such a nightmare. You’re so 
beaten down.

“But they have given me such in-
spiration. It’s awesome to see a guy 
that went so high, and crashed so 
low, and now he’s pouring his heart 
and soul back into people.”

***

It’s their horrifying life experi-
ences, the Strawberrys say, that en-
able them to relate. They have had 
the highest of highs. They’ve seen 
the lowest of lows. They believe 
they can reach the troubled souls 
and, if nothing else, instill hope.

“Here I am, a baseball superstar, fall-
ing into the pits, having everybody write 
you off, and then having God say, ‘I’m 
going to use your mess for a message.’ 
How beautiful is that?”

© 2013 USA Today/RNS

Baseball’s Darryl 
Strawberry buries past in 
new career as a pastor
By Bob Nightengale
USA Today

ST. PETERS, Mo. (RNS) — The 
four-bedroom, two-story mod-
est house sits on a corner in this 
planned bedroom community, and 
when this 6-6 muscular-toned man 
welcomes you inside his home, 
there is no evidence Darryl Straw-
berry the player ever existed.

There are no pictures of Straw-
berry in a Mets uniform. No tro-
phies. No plaques. None of his four 
World Series rings. Nothing from 
his eight All-Star Games. None of 
his 335 home run balls.

“I got rid of it all. I was never at-
tached to none of that stuff,” says 
Strawberry, 51. “I don’t want it. It’s 
not part of my life anymore.”

Darryl Strawberry, the former 
outfi eld great, is no longer. But 
Darryl Strawberry, the ordained 
minister in this town 30 miles west 

of St. Louis, is very much alive.
“I’m over ‘Strawberry,’” he said. 

“I’m over Mets. I’m over Yankees. I 
don’t want to exist as Darryl Straw-
berry, the baseball player. … That 
person is dead.”

***

Strawberry, in his fi rst media in-
terview since becoming a preacher 
and opening his own ministry three 
years ago, will talk for two hours 
about his drug and alcohol addic-
tion. He’ll tell chilling details about 
prison life and crack houses. He’ll 
tear up telling the pain and shame 
he caused his family, six children 
and two ex-wives before marrying 
Tracy, also an ordained minister, six 
years ago.

He plans to spend the rest of his 
life talking about his passion that 
he says is more rewarding than any-
thing he felt on the baseball fi eld.

“I never wanted to exist as Darryl 

Strawberry, the baseball player,” he 
says. “I wanted to let go that iden-
tity. It’s not who I am.”

This is a man uncomfortable 

Darryl Strawberry has left baseball and a troublesome drug addiction behind as now he serves Jesus Christ in the ministry.
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Yom Kippur Celebration 
of Praise and Worship 
with Messianic Musician Paul Wilbur
Friday, September 13
7:00 PM

St Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd.
Bloomington, MN 55437

No admission charge – Free-will offering will 
be received

MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES
PO Box 43953, Minneapolis, MN 55443 | 763-427-7162

www.midwesthebrewministry.org | info@midwesthebrewministry.org

MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES
Invites you to 2 EVENTS you won’t want to miss!

Join us for this exciting and memorable 
evening of praise and worship!

35th Annual Bible 
Prophecy Conference
Saturday, September 21
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

North Heights Lutheran Church
1700 Highway 96 W
Arden Hills, MN 55112

Delicious hot meals are available at the conference for $10. Please send your name, indicating how many lunches 
you are ordering to MIDWEST HEBREW MINISTRIES, PO Box 43953, Minneapolis, MN 55443 along with a 
check made out to Midwest Hebrew Ministries for each meal ordered. Tickets will not be mailed. You can pick up 
your tickets at the MHM table when you arrive at the conference. For further information call 763-427-7162.

Dr. Rob Lindsted
Milk & Honey Ministries

Joel Richardson
Joel Richardson Ministries

No registration fee
Free-will offerings will be received during the conference

EVENTONE

EVENTTWO

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — After a year-
long process, Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL) recently 
received tentative approval for consul-
tative status with the United Nations. 
The approval will allow MCCL per-
sonnel to attend U.N. meetings and 
conferences, consult with delegates and 
ambassadors and submit testimony—
written and oral—on issues of concern 
to the pro-life group.

 “This is an exciting time for 
MCCL,” said Executive Director 
Scott Fischbach, via a media re-
lease. “To have our voice heard at 
an international level is a wonder-
ful opportunity to share our 45 
years of experience in building a 
life-affi rming culture. In Minnesota 
today, we have some of the lowest 
abortion rates ever recorded; that 
degree of success internationally 
would save millions of lives.”

The consultative status is given by 

the U.N. Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (ECOSOC) after 
it receives a recommendation by 
the group’s NGO committee, ac-
cording to MCCL. To date, some 
3,700 organizations have achieved 
consultative status.

Working toward this status has 
been on the agenda for MCCL 
Global Outreach (MCCL GO), 
which focuses on saving lives 
around the world. 

“MCCL looks forward to work-
ing with U.N. delegates and ambas-
sadors toward fulfi lling the human 
rights goals enshrined in U.N. doc-
uments, including the right to life,” 
Fischbach concluded.

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — The Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH), in its 
annual report to the state Legislature, 
said 10,701 abortions occurred in the 
state during 2012. That’s nearly 400 
less than in 2011 and is in fact the 
lowest number recorded since 1975, 
when 10,565 abortions were reported 
in the state. 

The 2012 numbers continue a down-
ward trend that began in the early 2000s 
and have pro-lifers encouraged about 
a cultural shift toward pro-life beliefs.

“The polls continue to move in the 
right direction,” said Scott Fischbach, 
executive director of Minnesota 
Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL). 
“When you look at the overall picture 
of pro-life/pro-choice, the majority of 
people are now identifying themselves 
as pro-life, which is good. When you 
dig a little deeper into those numbers, 
we’re almost up to two-thirds that do 
not believe that the law should be as 
it is today.” 

The MDH report, which highlights 
various aspects of abortion across the 
state, including the age of those seeking 
abortion, what counties they occurred 
in, fetal gestational age and a host of 

other statistics, also provides pro-life 
groups with information on where to 
concentrate their efforts.

Fischbach said they were encouraged 
by the continued decline in the number 
of abortions by minors; however, the 
number of taxpayer-funded abortions is 
at an all-time high, and that has MCCL 
concerned.

“A third of all the abortions now 
in Minnesota are taxpayer funded,” 
he said. 

The pro-life group, which is the 
largest in Minnesota, has worked 
legislatively to address this issue, 
but their recent efforts have run 
into roadblocks—mainly with the 
veto pen of Governor Mark Dayton, 
Fischbach said.

“We also are becoming more and 
more concerned about the number 
of women who are having their sec-
ond and third abortions,” Fischbach 
continued. “Forty-one percent of the 
women who had an abortion in 2012 
had a previous abortion. That means 
that we’re not getting to them. We’re 
not actually being able—whether it’s 
through the law or through counsel-
ing or through advertising or through 
offers of help—we’re not breaking 
through to them.”

State abortion numbers continue to decline

MCCL receives consultative 
status with United Nations

For more information about MCCL, 
visit www.mccl.org. For more infor-
mation about the U.N. Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, visit 
www.un.org/en/development/desa.

The 20 – 24 age group had the high-
est incidence of abortion, followed by 
the 25 – 29 age group. The overwhelm-
ing reason given for having an abortion 
was “Does not want children at this 
time,” with nearly 7,200 responses. 
“Economic reasons” was the next 
most cited reason with nearly 3,000 
responses. [Women were allowed to 
give more than one reason for having 
an abortion.]

The continued downward trend 
in the number of abortions can be 
attributed to a number of reasons, 
according to Fischbach, factors that 
demonstrate the “diversity of the pro-
life movement.”

“There is so much more education 
out there,” he said. “People have a 
much better understanding of the 
risks of abortion, the consequences 
of abortion and that abortion does 
kill a human being. I think there’s a 
greater understanding of that today 
than ever before.”

The Rev. Brian Walker, program 
manager for Pro-Life Action Ministries 
(PLAM), which works on a variety of 
pro-life issues including sidewalk coun-
seling, also believes there are several 

reasons to explain the decline.
“More young people are choosing 

to delay and/or not have sex until 
marriage,” he said. “More effective 
use of ultrasounds and women viewing 
[them] has led to fewer abortions; the 
presence of sidewalk counseling and 
prayer support leads to fewer abortions 
…; and the Positive Alternatives Act 
has been benefi cial in reducing the 
number of pregnancies.”

In addition, women—and men—
who fi nd themselves in the midst of an 
unwanted pregnancy also have more 
resources today, according to pro-
life leaders. More organizations and 
programs are specifi cally designed to 
address the needs of this group than 
in years past.  

Fischbach also believes the down-
ward trend in abortions can be attrib-
uted somewhat to the impact of laws, 
including the Positive Alternatives 
program, informed consent and pa-
rental notice. 

All of these reasons refl ect the diver-
sity of the pro-life movement.

“We have the legal end, the politi-
cal end, the helping end, the spiritual 
end [and] the prayer end,” he said. 

“The movement is so diverse I think 
that our net is strong enough now that 
we’re seeing those numbers continue 
to decline.” 

Walker agrees, noting the strength 
of the pro-life movement in the state.

“Minnesota has one of the strongest 
pro-life environments in the country 
with many of the leading nationally rec-
ognized organizations headquartered 
here,” he said. “Prayer accompanied 
with hands on action has reduced the 
number of abortions: from sidewalk 
counseling, pregnancy help centers, 
compassionate yet strong anti-abortion 
preaching, direct action via picketing 
and community outreach to legislative 
initiatives such as Positive Alternatives 
and abstinence education all lead to a 
reduction in abortions.”

To read the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health report in its entirety, 
visit www.health.state.mn.us/divs/
chs/abrpt/2012abrpt.pdf. For more 
information about MCCL, visit www.
mccl.org. For more information about 
PLAM, visit www.plam.org. 
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 Thursday, 8/22 
  See The Rise 
 Friday, 8/23 
  Micah Lother 
  Josh Dekker 
 Saturday, 8/24 
  Tru Serva 
 Sunday, 8/25 
  Fades Away 
  Triple Stitch 
 Wednesday, 8/28 
  Youth Worship Service 
 Thursday, 8/29 
  Larissa Lindstrom 
 Friday, 8/30 
  The Kings Pardon 
  Hope Rising Project 
 Saturday, 8/31 
  Rob Mahlum 
  Boy On A Bike 
  Whosah 
 Sunday, 9/1 
  SSwag Movement - Righteous Jonez, 
  True Chico, JYas, K-Jay, XROSS

For schedule updates: www.ChapelAtTheFair.com

2013 CROSSROADS CHAPEL STATE FAIR SCHEDULE
1362 Underwood Street, St. Paul (next to the KidWay)

 Thursday, 8/22 
 4-7pm Variety Show 
 Friday, 8/23 
 4pm Rabbi Rock 
 5:30pm Daren Streblow 
 Saturday, 8/24
 1-5pm Breathing Lights, Matt Kotzer,  

Sweet Surrender, Melissa Oakvik 
 Sunday, 8/25 
 7:30am-Noon  Church Services 
 1-5pm  Bethany Lynn Cox 
  Constant Free Church Worship 
 Monday, 8/26 
 10:30am Hymn Sing 
 Tuesday, 8/27
 10:30am New Song Kids Choir 
 5:30pm MNTC Choir 
 Wednesday, 8/28
 4:30 Variety Show 
 Thursday, 8/29 
 10am The Gospel Cabin 
 1pm Hymn Sing 
 4pm Rising Joy 
 Friday, 8/30 
 1pm The Rotators 
 4pm Albert Svinddal & Friends 
 Saturday, 8/31
 10am Crossroads Ev. Cov. Church 
 4pm Ana Lena Copeland 
 5:30pm Agony Of Apathy 
 Sunday, 9/1
 7:30am-Noon Church Services 
 1pm Heart Song 
 3pm Hope Community Church 
 Monday, 9/2 
 12:30 Tasha Schuh 

Daily Schedule Club Crossroads — 7pm to 10pm

See MN State Fair website for Discount Days information - www.mnstatefair.org/tickets_discounts/admission.html
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3910 Stevens Ave. S., Minneapolis 55409

— A Christian-based Childcare Center —

Family Circle Learning Center
“Children Are Our Heritage”

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — When back-to-
school supplies pop up at our favorite 
stores and the Minnesota Vikings 
report to training camp, we know that 
the short Minnesota summer is begin-
ning to fade. Long summer nights of 
bonfi res, boats and bass fi shing are 
about to come to an end, and the re-
ality of fall and cooler weather begin 
to take hold.

Even as some might lament the 
encroachment of cooler weather, the 
Minnesota State Fair—Aug. 22 through 
Sept. 2—serves as a respite between 
hot summer nights and the inevitable 
advance of fall. 

For the millions who attend the 
fair each year, the Crossroads Chapel 
provides rest for weary legs, solace for 
an anxious mind and worship for the 
God-thirsty soul. The Chapel is located 
at 1362 Underwood Street, one-half 
block north of Dan Patch Avenue, on 
the Kidway. It’s open to the public from 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. each of the 12 
days of the Fair.

Each day—and evening—the Cha-
pel hosts local Christian performing 
artists. This year is no different, with 
appearances by Tru Serva, Larissa 
Lindstrom, the Minnesota Teen Chal-
lenge Choir and hymn sings with local 
church groups. In addition, the Chapel 
hosts two church services during the 
Fair—Aug. 25 and Sept. 1—at 7:45 
a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Craft activities are available to kids in 
the Chapel’s new Kid Zone, along with 
other kids’ activities and performances. 

For those in need of prayer or those 
struggling through an issue, the Chapel 
provides a prayer ministry from 9:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. each day, as well as a 
resource center with information on a 
variety of ministry and support services.

For nearly 60 years, the Crossroads 
Chapel has served as a spiritual oasis 
amidst the hustle and bustle of the 
Minnesota Stare Fair.

Crossroads Chapel ready 
for another year of ministry

For more information about the 
Crossroads Chapel, visit www.
chapelatthefair.com. 

By Laura Wegener

BROOKLYN PARK — Sean Mill-
er knew the tortuous nature of sub-
stance abuse. Not only was his own 
life a wreck, but the people closest 
to him were facing addictions as 
well. Some had even died—sadly, 
none of them knew how to break 
free.

For 16 years, Miller had dealt 
with addiction. He went in and out 
of treatment centers of every kind. 
He had given up hope that he’d 
ever recover; he thought he might 
as well die and put himself out of 
his misery.

Then his mother convinced him 
to give one more outpatient center 
a try: Living Free Recovery Services 
in Brooklyn Park. Miller’s hopes 
were low, but he followed through 
and walked in for an assessment 
anyway.

“When I walked in [to Liv-
ing Free], I told them I was tor-
mented,” Miller recalled. “The 
counselor I was talking to immedi-
ately prayed with me. I felt so much 
love and so much acceptance. I was 

willing to go forward. As I walked 
through my journey at Living Free, 
all of a sudden little by little things 
started turning around.”

Miller soon moved into the 
Boone House, Living Free’s home 
for men who want to begin a life of 
freedom from addiction. Over the 
next two years, he slowly watched 
his life change for the better as he 
walked through Living Free’s pro-
gram.

Miller is just one of hundreds 
who have been through Liv-
ing Free Recovery Services over the 
past 27 years. Living Free started in 
1986 as a drug and alcohol recov-
ery support group through Living 
Word Christian Center in Brooklyn 
Park. The need for something more 
quickly became apparent: Many 
people were coming in with legal 
situations regarding drugs and al-
cohol, and Living Free couldn’t 
fully help them within the support 
group system. 

The founder of Living Free, the 
Rev. Chris Callison, decided to go 
back to school to become a licensed 
chemical dependency counselor, 

and in 1993 Living Free 
became a licensed outpa-
tient treatment center.

Callison himself came 
from a background of 
alcohol and drug abuse. 
After being freed from 
addiction, he started Liv-
ing Free with the intent 
of helping people get 
through the addictions 
he had personally faced. 

“I have a heart for 
hurting people; I felt like 
God called me to help 
others get their freedom 
too,” he said.

Living Free operates underneath 
the umbrella of Living Word, a non-
denominational church pastored 
by Mac and Lynne Hammond. 

Callison explained that although 
it is an outreach of Living Word, 
“We’ve worked with a wide variety 
of people—from street people to 
ex-cons to millionaire businessmen, 
pastors and pastors’ kids. There are 
different spiritual backgrounds as 
well. [Living Free] is a way to min-
ister to people who may not go to a 

regular church but still want to give 
their lives to the Lord.”

As Miller explained, “The one 
thing that is undeniable about Liv-
ing Free is that they love you re-
gardless of your past or who you 
are.”

Miller recently became the se-
nior member of the Boone House 
and, as a result, found himself help-
ing the new people who came into 
the program. The leaders of Liv-
ing Free noticed how Miller loved 
to help people and eventually pro-

vided Miller with the op-
portunity to teach at one 
of Living Free’s groups.

Miller said “Yes” to the 
opportunity and discov-
ered he had a passion for 
teaching, so he decided 
to go back to school to 
become a counselor. Cur-
rently, Miller is studying 
at Minneapolis Commu-
nity and Technical Col-
lege; he is interning with 
Living Free and will even-
tually fi nish his degree at 
Metro State University.

“When I came [to Living Free], not 
having to look over my shoulder and 
just being around people who want to 
see me succeed was new for me. This 
has been an amazing ride—God’s story 
for me—and it all started with me going 
to Living Free.”

Church-based program gives hope to live free from addiction

For more information about Living 
Free Recovery Services, call (763) 
315-7170—all calls are confi den-
tial—or visit www.recovery.lwcc.org. 
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 Serving abortion vulnerable women in 
the Twin Cities metro area

 Free pregnancy testing and ultrasound 
services

 Christian mentoring programs for both 
women and men

 Baby boutique and resources

 24 hour hotline

Medical professionals, 
trained staff and 

volunteers.

An affiliate of ICU Mobile
Your support enables us to continue 
saving and changing precious lives.

www.rwcinfo.org
763-531-9554

Since 1992, we have served thousands 
of  young women and men by providing 

free and confidential services.

“GOING” to women at the 
crossroads of decision

Android 
App

iPhone 
App

Our Mission is to reach 
women at risk of aborting 
their babies and encourage 

them to choose life by 
providing education, 

practical help and hope 
through Jesus Christ.

Guy Penrod 
in Concert

September 29, 2013
2 PM

Benson Great Hall on the 
campus of Bethel University

Artist Circle $27.25; Reserved seating $22.25; 
Groups of 10+ $17.25; At-the-door $27.25

For tickets call 651-638-6808 or go to 
www.musicforthemaster.com

“I am driven to show the love 

of Christ to the world and to 

a generation that sees through 

fake.”  — Guy Penrod

piano on fi re. In addition to the ra-
cial slurs, they intentionally lit the 
piano on fi re.”

From the piano, the fi re spread to 
the ceiling. The heat was so intense 
that it melted the church’s sound 
equipment and the “air conditioner 
right off the wall.”

“We’re looking at a complete loss 
of everything inside the building,” 
Swanson said. “The fi re did extensive 
damage to the entire sanctuary and 
then smoke damage through the entire 
building,” including offi ces and other 
equipment.

Community Covenant Church 
was planted by First Covenant 
Church in downtown Minneap-
olis some 40 years ago as part of 
its emphasis on racial, econom-
ic, social and cultural integra-
tion. The multi-ethnic church 
is a strong community presence 
that refl ects the diversity of the 
body of Christ.

Swanson believes the church 
will be salvageable structurally, 
but most things inside the church 
were damaged extensively or 
destroyed, including food for 
their food shelf, offi ce comput-
ers, furniture, music equipment, 
pews and chairs.

In the meantime, while the 
church is working through the 
process with its insurance com-
pany, they are meeting nearby at a 
school—at least through August.

Swanson said despite the set-
back, the church is committed 
to rebuilding and impacting its 
community for Christ.

“As we move forward, we’ll have a 
real effort to spiritually reclaim the 
area,” he said. “The hard part is going 
through the emotions of the loss of sa-
cred space. I was telling a lot of people 
that the church is not a building; we’re 
a people. So they’re not going to stop 
us from being a people called by God 
and continuing to be children of God. 
[And to be the church.] They can’t stop 
us from that.”

Yet the grieving process must take 
its course.

“We’re kind of going through those 
emotions right now with trying to grieve 
what we’ve lost and pray for those who 
persecute us and also rebuild and be the 
people of God in North Minneapolis,” 
Swanson said.

The theme for VBS that week was 
“stand strong for God,” and Swanson 

said the church carried that theme 
through to the day after the arson. 
Three-hundred-and fi fty people came 
out the next night for a community 
barbeque and to demonstrate their 
support for the church.

“The promise is that God’s grace is 
enough; His grace is suffi cient to supply 
all of our needs and to strengthen us 
as a church,” he said. “We’re leaning 
on that promise right now.”

Swanson said he believes the church 
is engaged in spiritual warfare. They 
had baptized 13 adults in a nearby lake 
a couple of weeks prior to the arson.

“In my mind too, this is defi nitely 
a spiritual battle,” he said. “It’s been 
really evident throughout this ordeal 
that evil is really self defeating in that 
hate and evil think that it’s going to stop 
us, and it only makes us stronger. It’s a 
very eerie feeling to cross paths with evil 
that strong. I covet the prayers of the 
church and continue to lean on God’s 
promises in the midst of all of this.”

Despite the evil and the destruc-
tion, Swanson believes the real story 
regarding this incident revolves around 
forgiveness.

“The real story is the church forgiv-
ing and the church coming together 
and standing strong and leaning on 
God’s promises,” he said. “The out-
pouring of love and care and concern 
from God’s church across Minnesota 
and across the nation, I think that’s 
the story.”

ARSON…
Continued from page 1

Donations of any amount are 
welcome and can be mailed to the 
church at 901 Humboldt Avenue 
North, Minneapolis, MN 55411. 
Checks can be made to “Com-
munity Covenant Church – Relief 
Fund.” Online donations may also be 
sent to http://givemn.razoo.com/
story/Cccfi rerelieffund?referral_
code=share. For more information 
about Community Covenant Church, 
visit www.cccminneapolis.org. 

All New: Sept & Oct 2013

Check out the NEW website for more new info!

Aug 22 - Sept. 2, 2013
Visit us at 1362 Underwood, next to Kidway

Evenings at the Fair
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

Live In Concert

Sandi Patty 
October 12, 2013 ~ 7:30 p.m.

Benson Great Hall, Bethel University
3900 Bethel Drive, Arden Hills, MN 55112

** TICKETS ON SALE NOW **
 Online: bethel.edu/events/arts
 Phone: 651-638-6333
 Group Sales: 612-817-9933
  tammy@haywoodklas.com

Also Appearing
The Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir (tccgospel.org)

Make A Difference
Bring your new or gently used winter jackets, snow pants, boots 

& gloves to benefi t the Gift of Warm Clothing Outreach Ministry of 
Bone Lake Lutheran Church, Luck, Wisconsin (bonelakelutheran.org)

For future event notifi cation 
sign up at www.haywoodklas.com

THRU AUG 29
Outdoor Contemporary Worship. Thurs-
days 6:30pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, 
free • (763) 545-5659, calvary.org

AUG 3 • SATURDAY
Jesus Power Healing & Deliverance 
Crusade, with Rev. Eddy N. Udeh and 
others. 6pm • (952) 881-2405, resur-
rectionpowerchurch.org

AUG 3-11
Fringe Festival presents “A God in Love” 
play. HUGE Theater, 3037 Lyndale Ave. 
S, Minneapolis • (972) 386-5442, new-
seedtheatre.com

AUG 6 • TUESDAY
World Relief Minnesota offering informa-
tional fi eld trips to learn about church 
refugee gardening projects, 8:30am-
1:30pm. Peace Lutheran Church, Lau-
derdale. Free • murnyak@gmail.com

My Hope for American with Billy Graham, 
Evangelistic Outreach Training Session, 
1p. Faith Covenant Church, Burnsville 
• 1-877-7MY-HOPE, myhopewithbil-
lygraham.org

AUG 7 • WEDNESDAY
Pastors’ and Leaders’ Day, with Leonard 
Sweet. 1-4pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills, 
$12-15• (651) 490-1517 x13, luther-
anrenewal.org

AUG 7-10 • WED-SAT
Holy Spirit Conference, with Francis 
Frangipane, Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph 
& Len Sweet. North Heights Lutheran 

Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills, 
free • (651) 490-1517 x13, lutheran-
renewal.org

AUG 8-10 • THU-SAT
iDisciple Basic Training Seminar with 
Richard Williams, Jim Lilly & more, Thu. 
1-8:30pm, Fri.-Sat. 8:30am-5pm. Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5200 Emerson Ave. 
N, Minneapolis. $60 • (610) 872-6865

AUG 9-FEB 23 2014
“The Last (Potluck) Supper” musical 
comedy. Plymouth Playhouse, 2705 
Annapolis Lane N, Plymouth. Various 
costs • (763) 553-1600 x1, plymouth-
playhouse.com

AUG 12-16 • MON-FRI
Summer Arts Enrichment Camp, Music, 
Theatre, Art & Nature. 9am-3pm, King’s 
Players Children’s Theatre, 6000 Du-
luth St., Golden Valley, $225 • (612) 
518-9942

AUG 13 • TUESDAY
World Relief Minnesota offering informa-
tional fi eld trips to learn about church 
refugee gardening projects, 8:30am-
1:30pm. Peace Lutheran Church, Lau-
derdale. Free • murnyak@gmail.com

AUG 14 • WEDNESDAY
Fellowship of Christian Business & Pro-
fessional Women, luncheon. 11:30am-
1pm, The Women’s Club of Minneapolis, 
410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis, $25-30 
• (763) 536-8055

AUG 15 • THURSDAY
Minnesota Association of Church Facility 

Monthly Meeting, Summer Social Event. 
Stonebrooke Golf Club, Shakopee • 
macfm.org

AUG 16 • FRIDAY
Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
potluck, 6:30pm. Veterans Memorial 
Park, Richfi eld • (612) 866-8970, (651) 
649-4525

AUG 16-18 • FRI-SUN
MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud 
Campground, St. Cloud • 1-800-690-
7045, mnchristiancampers.org, stcloud-
campground.com

AUG 17 • SATURDAY
GROOP (Growing Relationships Out of 
Participation) potluck & reunion, noon-
4pm. Bethesda Church, 15033 Hwy 13 
S, Prior Lake • (952) 895-0213

Summer Festival with games, infl atables, 
petting zoo & more, 1pm. North Haven 
Church, 2240 15th Ave. East, N. St. Paul 
• (651) 777-1384

AUG 17-18 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Confer-
ence & Retreat Center, Farmington • 
(651) 454-3238, marriages.org

AUG 18 • SUNDAY
Village Schools of the Bible Open House, 
3pm. Minnetonka • (952) 540-9460, 
villageschoolsofthebible.org

AUG 22 • THURSDAY
Twin Cities Word Alone/Lutheran Core 
open meeting, 7pm. Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden 
Valley • (612) 885-5709, tcwordalone.
org

AUG 22-SEP 2
Minnesota State Fair. Visit Crossroads 
Chapel, 1362 Underwood (next to Kid-
way) for daily inspirational entertainment 
featuring local musicians. Club Cross-
roads for kids with nightly programming 
• chapelatthefair.com

AUG 24 • SATURDAY
“Charge” event for training youth & 
children’s ministry with Tiger McLuen 
speaking, 8:30am. Cornerstone Church, 
Crystal. $19 • chargeyourministry.com

AUG 31 • SATURDAY
Harvest Duathlon. 9am, Discover y 
Middle School, 510 N McKay Ave., 
Alexandria. Hosted by the Church for 
the Harvest • (320) 759-1400, harvest-
duathlon.com

SEP 7 • SATURDAY
Crown College Grand Opening of Sta-
dium, Crown vs Macalester College • 
crown.edu

SEP 8 • SUNDAY
The Somali Adult Literacy Training 
celebrates 10th Anniversary • worldre-
liefmn.org

SEP 9 • MONDAY
AGAPE Bible Study, Mondays, 7pm. Ros-
eville Covenant Church • (651) 490-9041

Minnesota Christian Writers Guild with 
Scott Noble speaking, 6:30-9pm. Beth-
lehem Baptist Church, Youth Room, 720-
13th Ave. South , Minneapolis. Member 
dues $40 ($20 full-time students), 1st 
time guests free • mnchristianwriters@
comcast.net

SEP 13 • FRIDAY
Opening reception for “Parable” art 
exhibit, 6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge Gal-
lery of Gospel Art, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
agapearts.net

Yom Kippur Celebration of Praise & Wor-
ship with Messianic Musician Paul Wilbur, 
7pm. St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington. 
Free. By Midwest Hebrew Ministries • 
(763) 427-7162

SEP 15 • SUNDAY
The Adlers in concert, 6pm. Yellow Tree The-
atre, Osseo. $15 • yellowtreetheatre.com

SEP 15-OCT 9
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, 
“Parable” Exhibit. Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 
3-5pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

SEP 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Stress Man-
agement. Riverside Church, 20314 
County Rd. 14 NW, Big Lake • macfm.org

SEP 21 • SATURDAY
35th Annual Bible Prophecy Conference 
with Dr. Rob Lindsted & Joel Richard-
son speaking, 8:30am-4:30pm. North 
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 Highway 
96 W, Arden Hills. By Midwest Hebrew 
Ministries • (763) 427-7162

The Hoppers in concert, with TaRanda 
Greene and SongMasters, 5pm. Brooklyn 
Park Evangelical Free Church, 7849 W. 
Broadway Ave., Brooklyn Park. $16-25. 
By IMC Concerts • 1-800-965-9324

SEP 23 • MONDAY
Senior Ministry Conference “Purposeful 
Retirement & the Role of the Church,” 
1:30-5pm. Lyngblomsten, St. Paul. $30 
• (651) 632-5322, lyngblomsten.org/
SrMinConf2013

SEP 24 • TUESDAY
Liberty University presents Kirk Cameron in 
“Unstoppable” the movie. Select cinemas 
nationwide• unstoppablethemovie.com

SEP 27-28 • FRI-SAT
IPoint Equips Youth Ministr y Training 
Seminar with Duffy Robbins speaking, 7pm. 
Inspiration Point Christian Camp & Retreat 
Center, 1030 W. Alcott Ave., Fergus Falls. 
$35 • (218) 998-4572, ipoint.org

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org 

SEP 29 • SUNDAY
Guy Penrod in concert, 2pm. Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University. $15-25 

AUG 7-10 • WED-SAT (cont.)

AUG 15 • THURSDAY (cont.)
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952-432-7770

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation Accounting

Serving the community since 1983WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Open house for 
Bible ministry

MINNETONKA — Village 
Schools of the Bible (VSB), a minis-
try dedicated to training people in 
the Bible, will hold an open house 
for its ministry partners and stu-
dents on Sunday, Aug. 18 at 3:00 
p.m. at its offi ces in Minnetonka. 
The open house will include infor-
mation on what the ministry is do-
ing.

Each year, VSB offers a variety of 
classes on the Bible, including its 
popular cover to cover class, which 
looks at the Bible from beginning 
to end.

To learn more about VSB and its 
open house, visit www.villageschool-
softhebible.org or call (952) 540-
9460. 

Church celebrates one 
year anniversary of 
community meal

GOLDEN VALLEY — Calvary 
Lutheran Church recently cel-
ebrated its one-year anniversary 
of providing a Community Meal 
once a week. The free event, which 
is open to the public, takes place 
every Tuesday from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.

“A free meal is one thing, but 
the new friendships that have been 
formed since last summer are prob-
ably the most treasured takeaway of 
our time together each week,” said 
the Rev. T.J. Anderson, Calvary’s 
interim senior pastor, via a media 
release.

Since its beginning, Calvary has 
served more than 8,500 free din-
ners, and some 200 people attend 
each week.

“We look forward to welcoming 
even more people to the Communi-
ty Meal as it enters its second year,” 
concluded Anderson. “Perhaps 
you’re looking for a way to connect 
with others in our local community. 
Perhaps you’re simply in need of a 
good meal. Whatever your reason 
for joining us, we look forward to 
meeting and eating with you!”

For more information about Cal-
vary Lutheran Church and its Com-
munity Meal, visit www.calvary.org 
or call (763) 545-5659.

The church and 
‘purposeful retirement’

SAINT PAUL — Lyngblomsten 
Church Relations will sponsor the 
Senior Ministry Conference “Pur-
poseful Retirement and the Role 
of the Church” on Monday, Sept. 
23 from 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at its 
offi ces near the State Fairgrounds. 

Registration is $30 and includes 
materials and refreshments.

The event will focus on how the 
church can help people as they 
transition into retirement.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.lyngblomsten.org/
srminconf2013, call (651) 632-5322 
or email pmontgomery@lyngblom-
sten.org.     

Church to host 
summer fest

NORTH SAINT PAUL — North 
Haven Church in North St. Paul 
will host its Summer Festival on 
Saturday, Aug. 17 at 1:00 p.m. The 
event will include games, infl ata-
bles, a petting zoo, bungee jump-
ing, music and food.

There is no charge for admission; 

however, some games and food will 
require a small fee. 

For more information about the 
church and its Summer Festival, 
visit www.northhavenchurch.org or 
call (651) 777-1384. 

 

Free refugee 
garden tours

LAUDERDALE — World Relief 
Minnesota will offer two free infor-
mational fi eld trips where partici-
pants can learn more about church 
refugee gardening projects. The 
fi eld trips will visit churches with 
gardens that help refugees, im-
migrants and low-income families 
with access to fresh vegetables.

Lunch will be provided.
The fi eld trips will take place on 

Tuesday, Aug. 6 and on Tuesday, 
Aug. 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
and will meet at Peace Lutheran 
Church in Lauderdale.

Registration is free, but there is a 
space limit.

For more information on the 
fi eld trips, email Dennis Murnyak 
at murnyak@gmail.com. 

Art exhibit to 
focus on psalms

HOPKINS — Great Commission 
Artists (GCA) will host the exhibit 
“Psalms: God Made the Heavens” 
on Saturday, Oct. 5 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at the Hopkins Center 
for the Arts in Hopkins. The event 
will include art, music and dance 
“designed to display God’s power-
ful beauty.”

GCA is “a network of Christians 
dedicated to leading people to 
Christ through the visual arts.”

For more information on GCA 

and the event, visit www.greatcom-
missionartists.com.

‘Christian Examiner’ 
editor to speak at 
writers’ group

MINNEAPOLIS — “Minnesota 
Christian Examiner” Editor Scott 
Noble will speak at the monthly 
meeting of The Minnesota Chris-
tian Writers Guild on Monday, 
Sept. 9 at 6:30 p.m. The event will 
take place in the Youth Room at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Min-
neapolis. 

Noble will speak on “Catching 
the Editor’s Eye.” 

For more information about The 
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild 
and its monthly meetings, email 
mnchristianwriters@comcast.net. 

Church to host special 
needs Bible study

ROSEVILLE — Roseville Covenant 
Church will host the AGAPE Bible 
Study for individuals with special 
needs beginning on Monday, Sept. 9 
at 7:00 p.m. and running each Monday 
evening until May 2014.

The Bible study is designed for 
individuals with special needs “who 
are able to read and write,” ac-
cording to Community Bible Study 
(CBS), which is sponsoring the 
study.

During the study, individuals 
will experience large group time, 
hands-on teaching and core group 
discussion and will focus on the 
books of Proverbs and Mark.

CBS believes higher functioning 
individuals with special needs are an 
unreached people group in the U.S.

“They want to study God’s Word, 
but most churches and organiza-
tions target the lower functioning 
segment of the population or pro-
vide opportunities that are beyond 
their intellectual capabilities,” ac-
cording to organizers. “Our mem-
bers want to study God’s Word and 
appreciate AGAPE because they 
have fi nally found a place where 
God’s Word is shared in a way that 
they understand and are not ‘talk-
ed down to.’ AGAPE means ‘God’s 
love,’ and it’s for everyone.”

For more information, call (651) 
490-9041 or email lindalamusga@
gmail.com. 

‘A god in love’ to 
play at Fringe Festival

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minne-
sota Fringe Festival, which is one 
of the oldest and largest fringe fes-
tivals in the country, will host the 
play “A god in love” this month.

The play, written by Nathaniel 
Norton, is “not about good versus 
evil or us versus them,” he said, via 
a media release. “It’s about love. It’s 
a romantic comedy of sorts. God 
makes girl. God loses girl. God gets 
girl back.”

In the production, Norton plays 
more than 20 different biblical 
characters from Moses to Adam to 

Jesus to Jezebel. 
The play will be performed on 

Saturday, Aug. 3 at 1:00 p.m.; Sun-
day, Aug. 4 at 7:00 p.m.; Wednes-
day, Aug. 7 at 10:00 p.m.; Thursday, 
Aug. 8 at 8:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Aug. 11 at 5:30 p.m.

For additional information on 
Norton, his New Seed Theatre and 
about the play, visit www.newseed-
theatre.com.  

Church to host Holy 
Spirit Conference

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church will host the Holy 
Spirit Conference—“Come, Follow 
Me”—Aug. 7 – 10. Speakers at the 
event include Francis Frangipane, 
Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph and 
Len Sweet. 

Wednesday, Aug. 7 is pastors and 
leaders day, with a talk by Sweet ti-
tled “Always a Follower First.”

All general sessions are free. 
Nursery, a children’s program and 
a teens’ program are available.

For more information, including 
registration, visit www.lutheranre-
newal.org or call (651) 490-1517 
ext. 13.

Conference to address 
immigration and the 
gospel

MINNEAPOLIS — First Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis will be the 
site for the Coming Together Con-
ference 2013 on Saturday, Oct. 12. 
The event, sponsored by Transform 
Minnesota, will focus on “The Gos-
pel, the Church and Immigration.”

Leith Anderson, president of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
and former senior pastor of Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie will serve as 
the keynote speaker. Workshops will 
cover topics including intercultural 
skills training and practical ministry, 
along with a panel discussion with im-
migrant leaders.

Early bird registration concludes 
Sept. 3. 

For more information about the 
conference or to register, visit www.
transformmn.org or call (612) 746-
5661. 

Mark Hitchcock to 
highlight conference

EDEN PRAIRIE — Jan Markell 
and Olive Tree Ministries are pre-
senting the annual Understanding 
the Times 2013 Conference on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5 at Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie.

This year’s speakers include 
Mark Hitchcock, who is a pastor 
and author; Dr. Ron Rhodes, au-
thor and apologist; Joseph Farah, 
author and journalist; and Markell, 
founder and director of Olive Tree 
Ministries and host of the radio 
show “Understanding the Times.” 

The conference is free, and no 
registration is needed.

For additional information, call 
(763) 559-4444 or visit www.olive-
treeviews.org.  

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

KIM — Most of my life was complete 
chaos. Dysfunction was all I knew and 
drugs became a way for me to escape 
the pain. Thirteen years of drug addic-
tion caused great pain and took me 
from my friends and my home. Some-
thing had to change, or I would soon 
be dead. While at my weakest point, 
God used a faithful friend to lead 
me to MnTC. Here I encountered 
the unfailing love of Jesus that has 
restored me to the person I am today. 
I discovered that through Him there 
is freedom and joy that I never knew 
existed. After complet-
ing an internship at 
MnTC, I now work full 
time and plan to go 
into ministry.



August 2013 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 17www.christianexaminer.com

• (651) 638-6333, (651) 638-6808, 
musicforthemaster.com

OCT 5 • SATURDAY
Understanding the Times 2013 Conference 
with Dr. Mark Hitchcock, Dr. Ron Rhodes, 
Joseph Farah & Jan Markell speaking, 9am-
5pm. Grace Church, Eden Prairie. Free. By 
Jan Markell & Olive Tree Ministries • (763) 
559-4444, olivetreeviews.org

Psalms, a Christian Art Exhibit & Creative 
Arts Celebration, 10am-3pm. Hopkins 
Center for the Arts, Main Level Foyer, 
1111 Mainstreet, Hopkins. Free • 
greatcommissionartists.com

SEP 29 • SUNDAY (cont.) OCT 12 • SATURDAY
Sandi Patty in concert, 7:30pm. Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 
Bethel Dr., Arden Hills • (651) 638-6333, 
bethel.edu/events/arts

Coming Together Conference 2013 “The 
Gospel, The Church, & Immigration.” 
First Baptist Church, Minneapolis • 
(612) 746-5661

OCT 13-19 • SUN-SAT
Fatherheart “A” School, “Experiencing 
The Father’s Love.” Spirit Life Church, 
221 Lake St. N, Big Lake. $395-425 
• (763) 262-LIFE

Volunteer ministry to 
highlight one-day event

CRYSTAL — Cornerstone 
Church in Crystal will host the one-
day event Charge on Saturday, Aug. 
24 beginning at 8:30 a.m. The event 
will focus on training for youth and 
children’s ministry, as well as deal-
ing with discipline, small group 
leadership and relationship build-
ing with kids.

Tiger McLuen of Youth Leader-
ship will give the keynote address.

Registration starts at $19.
For more information or to reg-

ister, visit www.chargeyourministry.
com. 

Crown College 
announces grand 
opening of stadium

SAINT BONIFACIUS — Crown 
College and KleinBank recently an-
nounced the completion of a new 
stadium, which will open on Satur-
day, Sept. 7 as Crown faces Macal-
ester College in football. The night 

game will be the fi rst time Crown 
College has ever had a home game 
under the lights.

The $2.4 million project will seat 
some 1,300 people and will also 
have the capability to host other 
athletic events.

The stadium, which will be 
named The KleinBank Stadium, 
is the culmination of a decades-
long relationship between the 
Christian college and the family-
owned bank.

“Our relationship with Klein-
Bank started with an institutional 
checking account and fl ourished 
because of our shared values: integ-
rity, responsibility, community ser-
vice and community development,” 
said Dr. Joel Wiggins, president of 
Crown College, via a media release. 
“The KleinBank Stadium name re-
fl ects our relationship and Crown’s 
appreciation of their continued 
support.”

Past partnerships between the 
school and bank include a gymna-
sium addition, two dorm buildings, 
new library and remodeling proj-

ects.
“We’re confi dent that the syner-

gy between KleinBank and Crown 
College will continue long into 
the future, as the values of the 
Klein family are so closely aligned 
with those of the college,” said 
Doug Hile, president and CEO of 
KleinBank, via the release. “We are 
thrilled to be able to assist in the 
stadium project and be part of their 
future.”

For more information about 
Crown College, visit www.crown.
edu.

Literacy program 
celebrates 10 years

RICHFIELD — The Somali 
Adult Literacy Training (SALT) 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
on Sept. 8, International Lit-
eracy Day. In the past 10 years, 
the group has mobilized 1,000 
Christians with “Somali neigh-
bors to share Jesus through lit-
eracy and friendship.”

There are currently 11 SALT 
outreach locations, including Beth-
lehem Baptist Church in Minne-
apolis; Concordia University in St. 
Paul; and locations in Missouri and 
Washington. 

For more information about 
SALT, visit www.worldreliefmn.org.   

Potluck planned for 
single parent group

RICHFIELD — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its bi-monthly social on Friday, Aug. 
16 at 6:30 p.m. at Veterans Memo-
rial Park in Richfi eld. This month’s 
event will include a potluck fol-
lowed by volleyball and games. 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share, paper 
products and a beverage.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970 
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Church will be site of 
Billy Graham training

BURNSVILLE — In anticipa-
tion of My Hope America with Billy 
Graham, a nationwide evangelistic 
outreach scheduled for Novem-
ber, organizers will host a training 
session on Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 1:00 
p.m. at Faith Covenant Church in 
Burnsville. The session is free, but 
participants are encouraged to call 
1 (877) 7MY – HOPE to register 
their attendance.

The training session is designed 
to give participants additional in-
formation and materials in light 
of the upcoming evangelistic out-
reach.

“Over the past year, we have 
been connecting with pas-
tors, churches and individual 
Christians urging them to get 
involved,” said Justin Hoover, 
Upper Midwest regional coor-
dinator for My Hope America 
with Billy Graham, via a media 
release. “Everyone we speak 
with about this effort is excited 
to see what God is going to do, 
as individuals pray and become 
deliberate about reaching out to 
their friends and family.”

Nearly 200 churches in Minne-
sota—and 16,000 churches nation-
ally—have already registered their 

desire to participate in the out-
reach event. 

“It’s so accessible to anybody, 
and there are so many people 
who want to share their faith, 
who want to be able to express 
the hope that they have in Christ, 
but they don’t know how to ar-
ticulate it,” said Mike Smith, pas-
tor of Redeeming Love Church 
in Maplewood, Minn., via the 
release. “Those same people 
are able to connect to My Hope 
and bring in a friend. They’ll 
hear the gospel, and that’s what 
makes it such a great thing.”

For more information about My 
Hope with Billy Graham, visit www.
myhopewithbillygraham.org.

‘The Last (Potluck) 
Supper’ to premiere 

PLYMOUTH — The producer 
of the popular “Church Basement 
Ladies” play recently announced 
the premiere of its new musical 
comedy “The Last (Potluck) Sup-
per.” The play will open Aug. 9 
and run through Feb. 23, 2014, 
at the Plymouth Playhouse. The 
play is the fi rst installment of 
the “Church Basement Ladies” 
comedy series.

The play takes place in 1979, 
“the day of the church’s Centennial 
Celebration, and past parishioners 
have gathered to share hotdish, 
bars and stories from the last 100 
years,” according to a news release. 
“As the women work in the kitch-
en,” a variety of shared memories 
emerge through a series of fl ash-
backs.

For ticket information, call (763) 
553-1600 ext. 1 or visit www.plym-
outhplayhouse.com.   

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have 
partnered with outstanding teachers to 
provide excellent, God-honoring education 
at Calvin Christian. Explore the Calvin 
Christian difference for your children.

Serving the Twin Cities
■ Edina K-8 campus
 4015 Inglewood Ave. S

■  Blaine K-8 campus
 8966 Pierce St. NE

■  Calvin Christian High School
 755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley

Call today for more information and 
to schedule a visit!
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 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring 
relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is required. Look-
ing for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Know the Truth High School Presenter
Temporary position August 2013- June 2014; Articulate individual with excellent presentation 
skills & ability to relate to high school students, with a clean driving & criminal record needed 
to assist the drug and alcohol prevention program by presenting their own story of past 
addiction to groups throughout the Twin Cities metro area schools. (position is for female 
presenter candidates) Full time hours, $11/hr 

Media Production Engineer
Skilled individual needed to interview real life client testimonials & edit them into concise and 
compelling formats for radio broadcasts, and provide audio & administrative support to the 
Audio Director & Department.  Strong interpersonal, interviewing & story telling skills, along 
with audio & video editing skills are required, as well as 3-5 yrs post-degree work experience. 
FT - 32hr/wk with partial Saturday hours, competitive salary + benefits  

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us 
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

Plymouth, MN

Celebrating over 60 Years!

WILL YOU BE 
MY FAMILY?

Infant, Older Child,  
Special Needs and 

International Adoptions

A child dreams of being  
part of a family. You can 

make that dream come true.
ADOPT!

Group announces family 
reunifi cation efforts

RICHFIELD — World Relief Min-
nesota recently announced it will begin 
taking appointments to complete Affi li-
ate of Relationship (AOR) applications. 
The group said the refugee sponsorship 
program is temporarily reopened for 
families from the former Soviet Union. 
Applications will be accepted through 
Sept. 15. 

Residents of the U.S. who were 
likely targets of persecution in the 
former Soviet republics will receive 
interview preference, and this will 
include the categories “Jews, Evan-
gelical Christians, Ukrainian Catho-
lics and members of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
who have immediate relatives in the 
U.S.,” according to a news release 

from the group. 
For more information or to fi le 

an AOR, call World Relief’s Immi-
gration Department at (612) 243-
2956. For more information about 
World Relief Minnesota, visit www.
worldreliefmn.org.

Facility group 
to host golf social

SHAKOPEE — The Minnesota As-
sociation of Church Facility Managers 
will hold its next monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 15 at Stonebrooke Golf 
Club in Shakopee. This month’s meet-
ing will take the shape of a social club, 
allowing the facility group members to 
become better acquainted. 

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 

The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 
staff members and small churches 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

iDisciple training 
seminar coming to town

MINNEAPOLIS — Hope Lu-
theran Church in Minneapolis will 
host the iDisciple Basic Training 
Seminar Aug. 8 – 10. The aim of 
the event is to help participants ini-
tiate disciple-making movements as 
outlined in the book “Miraculous 
Movements” by Jerry Trousdale. 

For more information, call (610) 
872-6865 ext. 117 or visit www.
cityteam.org/idisciple.  

AUTOMOBILES
KenRay buys all used cars. $ Cash for you, No risk. 
Call KenRay (651) 398-7388 (3-7).

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE-AUTOS
Lower/cost used cars 4-sale. Offi ce (651) 554-
7074, after 3pm (651) 398-7388.

HEALTH
EMF filter protects you from EMR which reduces 
immune system/health. Business opportunity also. 
(763) 222-8018.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Diabetics: Changing meters? Sell your test strips 
for cash. Only unexpired, unopened. No Medicare. 
No Medicaid. Call “JD” at (952) 513-4382.

HELP WANTED
Bethany House Publishers, a Christian book 
publishing company in Bloomington, MN, seeks 
energetic, detail-oriented individual to assist 
Production Manager by maintaining production 
schedules and deadlines, preparing POs, working 
with print vendors, updating databases, etc. Quali-
fi ed candidates have proven ability to work well in 
a fast-paced, deadline-oriented environment, are 
organized, self directed, able to problem solve, 
think creatively and manage multiple projects 
simultaneously. Profi ciency in Microsoft Offi ce ap-
plications required; experience with FileMaker Pro 
is a plus. Book or print production experience and 
college degree in related fi eld is preferred. Position 
is full-time. Email cover letter and resume to hr@
bethanyhouse.com.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Cozy 1 bedroom. Bus, light rail, security building, 
near mall, YWCA, $650. (612) 242-8167. Lake 
St. and 20th.

LIVE-IN CARE
Live-in helper. Assist elderly couple in their home 
with errands, housekeeping, meal preparation, and 
daily cares. Flexible hours. Nice neighborhood. St. 
Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Share the Gospel training. If you would like to share 
the Gospel, but have never had any training, we can 
help you. If you are a Bible believing Christian, we 
will teach you four easy to learn methods. (612) 
202-0842. Street Ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
2 Cor. 5:20, PGA100@msn.com

PERSONAL FINANCES
Building Wealth God’s Way. A six-week Christian 
wealth building course designed to teach and help 
you break the curse of poverty, get out of debt, 
and prosper fi nancially. Write for free information: 
WKCG, Dept. CE-6, P.O. Box 29879, Brooklyn 
Center, MN 55429.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Female Christian to share home with mom/2 kids, 
garage, internet included. $600 per mo. By Con-
cordia and Northwestern colleges. mawoods07@
gmail.com.

Housemate: Woodbury townhouse 1st floor 
rooms for rent BR/LR/KT private bathroom w/
shower. Incl utilities, cable, garage, patio. $585/
mo 651-470-3174

Professional man looking to rent out spare bedroom 
in my townhome to another male. Fridley by 694 
& Central. Background check, security. deposit 
required. call Dave 612-562-9041 or email: ye-
shua2415@outlook.com

Brooklyn Center. Female to share with same, 
beautiful townhome on quiet creek. Two large 
bedrooms, own bath and patio, garage. Available 
August, $450+ 1/2 utilities. Vicki (763) 560-7710.

Crystal. Wanted Christian male to share my home 
includes kitchen, laundry, cable. All utilities paid. 
$450/month. Available immediately. No drugs, 
pets. Please call (763) 370-7168.

SERVICES
Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

SINGLES
Christian Singles meet others who share your faith 
and values, ages 18 to 90. Free information. Write 
M. Malcom 3347 James Ave N, Minneapolis MN 
55412 or call (612) 588-9654.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

ROOMS FOR RENT763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
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▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Counseling Care
 Professional Christian Counselors 

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

Twin Cities Christian Directory in PRINT and ONLINE!
www.twincitieschristiandirectory.com

We help you FIND what you NEED…
from people you trust!

GET YOUR COPY TODAY.

Pick up a FREE copy at your 
church or neighborhood 

Christian bookstore, including all 
LifeWay Christian Stores.

You may also request a free 
copy to be mailed to you by 
calling  (763) 746-2468 x0 

or sending a request to 
info@christianexaminer.com with 

your name and mailing address.

2013 edition 
now available

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — Jon Bloom 
didn’t set out to write a book. In the 
end, however, that’s exactly what 
happened.

In his role as president of Desir-
ing God, Bloom writes monthly 
letters to the prayer and fi nancial 
supporters of the ministry, which 
provides and distributes resources 
from the Rev. John Piper. Over 
time, Bloom began to receive inqui-
ries from those who received the 
letters asking him if he planned to 
put them together in a collection.

His fi rst impulse was “No.”
“I didn’t think it would probably 

make a book or that there would be 
a wide enough readership,” he said. 

His attitude eventually changed.
“After I got enough of those [re-

sponses], I began to think about it,” 
he said. “It incubated in my mind 
for a couple of years before [I threw 
out the idea] to the folks at Cross-
way Publishers.”

The result? “Not By Sight: A fresh 
look at old stories of walking by faith.”

Since he had already written 
much of the material, Bloom and 
the publishers re-worked it into 35 
chapters that follow several themes.

“The thesis of the book, the cord 
that runs through every story in the 
book, is the idea that you need to 
trust God’s promises over our per-
ceptions,” Bloom said. “That’s just a 
re-telling of what Paul said in 2 Cor-
inthians 5:7, when he said, ‘… we 
walk by faith, not by sight.’ That’s 
giving a fresh turn at saying, ‘We 
have to learn to trust God’s promis-
es over our perceptions.’ And that’s 
what faith is.”

The idea of belief in things we 
can’t feel, see or touch is a diffi cult 
concept in our empirically based 
world. We’re used to putting our 
faith in things that are tangible. Re-
lying on promises made millennia 
ago is often diffi cult for our mod-
ern minds.

“In the world that we live in, we 
are constantly being sent messages 
to discourage us from believing 
that what God promises will actual-
ly come true or will actually be satis-
fying for us,” Bloom said. “We’re as-
saulted by different messages from 
every direction. The fi ght of faith, 
which is not metaphorical—Paul 
really means that the life of faith is 
a battle—the battle lines, the most 
fi erce battles lines that we’ll ever 
encounter are drawn over beliefs, 
what we believe.”  

Most of the biblical snapshots in 
the book will be familiar to readers, 
but Bloom tells them in a fresh way. 
He provides background and con-
text to these snapshots in a way that 
makes them come alive to contem-
porary readers. 

“These 35 chapters are basically 
stories from the Bible drawn out 
and written in such a way to draw 
readers into the story,” he said. 
“Because these people were real 
people, and faith was not easy for 
them.”

The same struggles we experi-
ence today are often similar to the 
struggles people had during bibli-
cal times. Bloom provides modern 
context and life lessons for today’s 
believers.

Those struggles are personal to 
Bloom, as they helped to form the 
basis of “Not By Sight.”

“The fi rst person that I write to is 

Book encourages Christians 
to trust in God’s promises

Jon Bloom is president of Desiring God 
and author of ‘Not By Sight.’

To purchase a copy of “Not By 
Sight,” visit a local LifeWay Christian 
Store or go online. For more informa-
tion about Desiring God, visit www.
desiringgod.org. 

my own soul,” he said. “These letters 
usually were born out of a particular 
struggle of mine or something that 
had been a struggle, something that 
was fresh, something I needed to sort 
of delve into because my own soul was 
wrestling with [it].” 

When a particular issue was vex-
ing in Bloom’s life, he would look 
through the “catalog of biblical 
stories” to fi nd those who had gone 
through something similar. He 
would then read through that story, 
think about it, pray over it and then 
try to write about the experience in 
the letters.

That personal touch comes 
through strongly in “Not By Sight” 
and makes it an important book. 
It can be read as a devotional over 
the course of a month, or readers 
can focus on one or two stories that 
speak to them and linger over that 
story and its application for a time.

“This book by no means has to 
be read from chapter one to chap-
ter 35,” he said. “It really is a devo-
tional. It’s meant to complement 
people’s devotions and to build 
their faith. And wherever they hap-
pen to be weak or struggling at that 
moment, I’d say go to that chapter.”

Bloom’s writing style is welcom-
ing and fi lled with passion. Readers 

will be drawn into the stories and 
will fi nd biblical connection and 
comfort. That is already evident 
from the feedback he has received. 
Couples and families are using it 
for devotional purposes, and many 
have already asked if there will be 
another volume.

In the end, Bloom hopes readers 
will leave with one message.

“The most important thing in my 
mind that I want the reader to leave with 
… is that the most important work they 
will ever accomplish in their life is to 
believe in Jesus,” he said. “Any work, any 
achievement must be a work of faith; 
it must come out of the obedience of 
faith. This book is written to encourage 
believers to trust the promises of God 
over their perceptions because that is 
the great work of faith. God is giving 
His precious and very great promises 
that He means for us to bank on and 
to shape the course of our lives by.”
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