
Vol. 34, No. 7 July 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

FR
E
E

 page 15

Editor’s Note ............................ 4

Commentary .........................4-5

Calendar ................................10

Community Briefs ..................11

Professional Service 
Directory ................................12

Classifieds .............................13

INDEX

Community
Thousands rally 
against HHS mandate 
on contraceptives

 page 2

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — As a for-
profi t entrepreneur, Paul Ber-
telson never could consistently 
make a profi t. But when he 
entered the world of nonprofi t 
ministry in 1994, “the strange 
thing is we’ve always had a sur-
plus,” he said. 

Nearly 20 years later, that bit 
of irony is still not lost on the 
founder and CEO of Real Re-
sources, the parent organiza-
tion for several locally based 
ministries.

YouthWorks
In 1994, Bertelson was a mis-

sions pastor at Christ Presbyte-
rian Church in Edina. He had 

an interest in taking kids on 
mission experiences and found 
that the trips could be a pow-
erful tool for youth ministry. 
That interest compelled him to 
found YouthWorks, a nonprofi t 
organization designed to pro-
vide youth mission trips to those 
between 12 and 19 years of age.

“We had about 300 kids that 
fi rst summer of 1994 that went 
with us to Pine Ridge, South Da-
kota, Juarez, Mexico and then 
in Minneapolis,” Bertelson said. 
“We just sensed that God was 
moving in this way and creating 
resources for churches.”

That fi rst trip revealed to 
Bertelson the interest—and 
need—in helping churches and 
youth groups plan mission trips. 

YouthWorks partners with indi-
vidual churches and helps them 
with the logistics of planning 
and carrying out mission trips 
for their youth groups.

Churches began calling 
YouthWorks after that fi rst trip 
and a statewide mailing, “and 
all of a sudden, we realized that 
there is a huge interest in hav-
ing somebody help them create 
youth ministry experiences,” he 
said. “We were able to grow and 
continue to offer more trips, 
and we really kind of caught a 
wave there in the mid 1990s. A 
lot of youth workers really want-
ed to see the kids go on youth 
mission experiences.”

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Tabitha Ky-
ambadde had decided to join 
Toastmasters, the nonprofi t or-
ganization that helps members 
develop public speaking and 
leadership skills. However, she 
didn’t know that this seemingly 
innocuous decision would sig-
nifi cantly alter her life. 

At one meeting, Kyambadde 
met fellow Christian and au-
thor/speaker Betty Liedtke, who 
was giving a talk on being fear-
less in life.

Kyambadde listened to her 
talk and was inspired.

“I have all these things I want to 
do, but every time I’m asked my an-
swer is ‘I don’t know,’” Kyambadde 
recalled. After that talk, Kyam-
badde decided, “this is the last time 
I’m saying ‘I don’t know.’ I have to 
know what to do.”

Kyambadde would have no 
idea how that resolution would 
change her life—and the lives 
of many in her home country of 
Uganda.

An African upbringing
Born in a Christian home in 

Kenya as the third of four chil-
dren, Kyambadde spent her 
early years outside of her home 
country. Her father worked for 
the East African Community, 
which was an intergovernmental 
organization composed of sever-
al countries, including Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania. The Com-
munity collapsed, however, in 
the late 1970s.

This was also during the time 
when Idi Amin was the president 
of Uganda. During this period, 
Amin demanded that all Ugan-

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — When Melissa 
Thompson’s daughter came home 
from school with a brochure about 
a student Bible study in the fall of 
2010, Thompson didn’t think much 
of it. She was, however, impressed 
by how elaborate the brochure was, 
so she decided to inquire to see why 
the brochure was being handed out 
at a public school in the Anoka 
Hennepin School District, Minne-
sota’s largest school district.   

She inquired via the website list-
ed on the brochure and received 
a response from a student leader, 
who said “they are a student-led Bi-

ble study; they come together once 
a week in prayer and fellowship,” 
Thompson recalled.

At some point after that, Thomp-
son said, the group changed its 
name from the Blaine Bible Study 
to Catalyst. According to the Cata-
lyst website, the “groups are about 
students leading for Jesus. Each 
Catalyst group at each school is 
led and run completely by students 
who want to make Christ the cata-
lyst in our lives and in our schools.” 

The basic components of a Cata-
lyst group, according to its website, 
include messages, worship, com-
munity groups, gospel presenta-
tions, prayer time, fellowship and 

Case reveals challenges of public school ministry
Tension exists between recruiting 
students and perceived harassment

the use of technology “unto the 
glory of God.”

After the name change, however, 
Thompson believes the group be-
came more aggressive in its recruit-
ment efforts.

“It was at that point [after the 
name change], they became quite 
overt in their recruitment tactics: 
standing in the hallway, trying 
to get kids to come into group,” 
Thompson said. 

During this time, Thompson 
said, one of the student members 
of the group began to continually 
ask her daughter to attend events, 
something Thompson believes was 
harassment, even though she said 
“it’s not angry, it’s not threatening, 
it’s the opposite. But just because 
there’s the absence of anger or 
malice doesn’t mean it isn’t harass-
ment. If you ask somebody a ques-

tion and they tell you no, then it’s 
no. And to keep going back and 
back and back …”

Thompson and her husband 
identify as Christians, but their 
daughter does not, Thompson said, 
mainly because of an incident that 
occurred at a church when Thomp-
son said a family member was dis-
respected. 

After the recruitment incident, 
which occurred in the spring of 
2011, Thompson said she contact-
ed school offi cials, one of whom 
talked to the group, and that talk 
“seemed to kind of calm it down,” 
she said.

That calm, however, was short-
lived, according to Thompson. 

Sometime later during the school 
year, another kid became involved 

PHOTO BY BETTY LIEDTKE

Tabitha Kyambadde supervising registration at a Lead Like Jesus Leadership 
Encounter in Busembatia, Uganda.

Fearless
Woman decides to face fear; 
now leads missions to Uganda 

See UGANDA, page 14

A group of kids enjoy a moment of group fun during a youth mission trip coordinated through YouthWorks.

A passion to walk alongside the church
Entrepreneurial mindset leads to founding of Real Resources

See YOUTHWORKS, page 6

See CONTROVERSY, page 8
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Carl Nelson
The Church: God’s 
plan to restore lives 
in Minnesota
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Tim Tebow draws 
thousands for Father’s 
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Three areas of development:  
Leadership 

 
Fish farm - 12 ponds in the village of Adagya

Operation Dignity International  
serving in Ghana, West Africa 

For more information, contact Kathy Sullivan, Executive Director

763-432-0543
www.operationdignityinternational.org

We are also available for speaking engagements

Join our team... 
Investing in

Church Leaders

Lydia Ly
Sales Representative

Hmong Min Professional Bldg.
225 University Ave., Suite 125
St. Paul, MN 55103

651-234-0925 direct
866-949-7642 toll free
www.wslife.com/agent/lly

Helping to ensure that the life 
you have built never has to change.

* Critical Illness Insurance does not replace the need for health insurance.
** Medical insurance products offered through companies not affi liated with Western & Southern Life.

L-833 0807           
The Western and Southern Life Insurance Company Gridiron Glory

Tim Tebow draws thousands for Father’s 
Day church service in a football stadium

PHOTO BY ANTHONY AMORTEGUY

NFL quarterback Tim Tebow throws a toy football into the stands before taking the stage to talk about faith, football and fatherhood 
during a Father’s Day church service at San Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium, sponsored by Shadow Mountain Community Church.

PHOTO BY ANTHONY AMORTEGUY

Kids and adults alike donned eye-black 
tattoos sporting the John 3:16 scripture 
verse, a practice made famous by 
Tebow while playing college football at 
the University of Florida.

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Tim Tebow 
drew a crowd of more than 26,000 
people to hear him speak about his 
faith and father-son relationships at 
a June 17 Father’s Day event.  

Tebow was speaking at San Di-
ego’s Qualcomm Stadium where 
last fall he led the Denver Broncos, 
his former team, to an overtime win 
against the San Diego Chargers. As 
he spoke, a plane fl ew above the 
stadium pulling a banner that read, 
“Happy Father’s Day—John 3:16.” 

Tebow encouraged fathers to set an 
example in their homes and inspire 
their families. He stressed the need 
for role models and spoke how his 
dad was his example. 

“For me it was about watching my 
dad. He could say whatever he wanted, 
but I watched him,” Tebow, the young-
est of fi ve children, said. “How he acted, 

PHOTO BY ANTHONY AMORTEGUY

On the stage Tebow was fl anked by Shadow Mountain Community Church pastor 
David Jeremiah, right, and recording artist Charles Billingsley, left.

how he was, how he treated my mom, 
how he treated my four siblings.” 

“And that’s how I learned the most 
from my dad, Because it wasn’t about 
what he said, it was about what he 
did in front of me and my siblings 
my whole life.” 

Tebow referenced how his father 
used the life of Jesus as an example 
to teach him about love, passion 
and sacrifi ce. 

David Jeremiah, pastor of Shadow 
Mountain Community Church in El 
Cajon, Calif., asked the quarterback, 
now with the New York Jets, what he 
thought of the notion that, “If you 
are a Christian and you are a man, 
you can’t really be a man.” Tebow 
replied, saying he started believing 
in Jesus while he was a young boy and 
was competitive from an early age. 
He recalled how he was disappointed 
when, at just 4 years of age, a coach 
told him winning wasn’t everything. 
He told his dad, “But I want to win.” 

Tebow said that winning isn’t 
always about having the most talent. 

“Hard work will beat talent, when 
talent doesn’t work hard,” the former 
Heisman Trophy winner said. 

Tebow told the crowd to “get in 
the game” by being active Christians. 

“I encourage you men to get in the 
game and fi nish strong, fi nish strong 
for your family, your wife and your 
sons and daughters,” he said. 

He said that while the world looks 
at him as a football player who’s a 
Christian, “I look at the world and 
say, ‘I’m a Christian who happens to 
play football.’” 

Shadow Mountain Community 
Church hosted the free Sunday 
morning event called “Father’s Day 
2012: Encouraging Men to Live, 
Love and Lead.” 

Besides pastoring a megachurch, 
Jeremiah hosts “Turning Point,”  
a Bible teaching program heard 
on more than 2,000 radio stations 
around the world, including KKMS 
and KTIS AM in the Twin Cities. A 
television program is also seen on 
local Channel 62.
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Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — A team of refu-
gees from Somalia will soon begin 
training to translate and broadcast 
gospel-based messages to their 
home country as part of Project 
Hannah. The initiative includes six 
Somali refugees living in neighbor-
ing Ethiopia and three staff mem-
bers of Project Hannah. The train-
ing will begin this summer.

Project Hannah is a ministry that 
aims toward “meeting the needs 
of the whole woman with practical 
advice, spiritual guidance and an 
international prayer movement,” 
according to a media release from 
the group.

The Twin Cities is home to tens of 
thousands of Somali refugees, making 
it one of the largest concentrations of 
Somalis in the United States.

Ruth Mbennah, the Africa coordina-
Ruth Mbennah will help lead a team of Somali refugees and staff as they prepare to 
broadcast gospel-based messages to Somalia.

Somali refugees to translate and broadcast gospel message
Project Hannah is an arm of 
the TWR media organization

tor for Project Hannah, recounted a 
recent letter she received from a Somali 
woman indicating the situation many 
face in the war-torn country.

“She was explaining how she was 
very much hurt because in the refugee 
camps they don’t have food,” Mbennah 
said, via the release. “So she was going 
to look for food, and she left her girls 
in the tent. And she went to look for 
food a long time, many hours, and she 
came back with very little. When she was 
coming back, she found her daughters 
had been raped by soldiers. So those 
are the shocking stories we hear from 
all over Africa, especially the ones that 
have war like Somalia.” 

Currently, Project Hannah’s “Wom-
en of Hope” program is broadcast in 
nearly 60 languages. The program of-
fers “a life message and a soul message 
focusing on a common theme, from 
nutrition to mediating arguments to 
sexual abuse.”

Since the Somali government 
doesn’t allow Christian programming, 
the “Women of Hope” program will 
originate outside the country’s borders.

Mbennah, who was in the Twin 
Cities recently visiting her children, 
said fi nances are one of the biggest 
challenges Project Hannah faces.

“You’ll fi nd that most of our 
teams, their life is very poor where 
they live,” Mbennah said. “And 
when you talk about bringing them 
together and being trained, we can 
support them with the little funds 
that we have. But keeping them 
together and focused on their 
programs and coming together to 
record the programs is very hard 
because we don’t have the funds to 
do that.” 

Mbennah will also join the team 
training to translate and broadcast 
the gospel message in Somalia.

New counseling 
clinic to address 
women’s and 
children’s needs
Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — The nonprofi t 
Christian Recovery Counseling 
(CRC) recently opened a new men-
tal health clinic in St. Paul. The 
clinic will help adults and children 
who have suffered physical, sexual 
or emotional abuse.

CRC was founded in 1993 by Dr. 
Jeannette Vought and bases its ex-
istence on the scripture Jeremiah 
29:11, where it discusses hope and a 
future. In addition to its new clinic 
in St. Paul, CRC also operates clin-
ics in Golden Valley and Rockford. 
Treatments at the clinics include 
individual therapy, group therapy, 
play therapy and marriage and fam-
ily therapy.

The new clinic will focus on help-
ing women and children who have 
experienced domestic abuse.

“Our conversations with other 
nonprofi t organizations including 
homeless shelters and domestic 
abuse shelters identifi ed a need for 
individual counseling, play therapy 
for children, family therapy and 
parenting classes in St. Paul,” said 
a news release from the group. 
“Many parents seeking treatment 
come from generations of violence 
and abuse and want help to stop 
the cycle from continuing with 
their children. CRC is working in 
partnership with several homeless 
shelters and domestic abuse shel-
ters in St. Paul to help meet the 
need for these services.”

Thousands of Minnesota women 
experience domestic violence each 
year, and CRC hopes to help many 
of them. 

 “In Minnesota, the most com-
mon reason to enter a homeless 
shelter is domestic violence,” the 
release continued. “Nearly 20,000 
women experience domestic vio-
lence in the Twin Cities each year. 
Counseling for victims and their 
families is a critical component to 
stopping the cycle of violence and 
helping the healing to begin.” 

For more information about CRC, its 
new clinic and its services, visit www.
christianrecoverycenter.org.  

For more information about Project 
Hannah, visit www.projecthannah.org. 
For more information about TWR, visit 
www.twr.org.
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There has been a lot of discussion 
lately in these pages and in other me-
dia about the size and role of govern-
ment. I realize the debate is always 
simmering just below the surface, but 
it seems to boil over during election 
years—in which we now fi nd our-
selves immersed.

Conservatives and liberals—and 
those somewhere in between—regu-
larly debate the proper role and func-
tion of government: Should govern-
ments, and to what extent, be involved 
in providing school lunches, feeding 
the poor, providing various social ser-
vices and paying for football stadiums?

While these debates generally re-
side in political venues, many Chris-
tians have entered the arena and ar-
gued both sides of the issue on behalf 
of their faith. Certainly the Bible—
and Jesus in particular—have a lot to 
say about numerous issues and how 
to live in our world as a follower of 
Christ. However, I wonder if we’re 

missing the point a bit and asking the 
wrong questions.

Paul Bertelson made a compelling 
point in the article on Real Resources 
which begins on the front page. He 
talked about how many nonprofi t 
ministries are silo-ed from each other, 
operating separately and at a distance 
from each other. They may be doing 
similar tasks or trying to impact the 
same communities, but they are doing 
it without the aid, assistance and pos-
sibly even the knowledge of the other 
ministries doing the same thing.

When it comes to the debate over 
the size of government, I wonder if in-
stead of asking how big and what func-
tions governments should perform, 
we should ask, “How can churches 
and Christians work together better 
so that government is needed less?”

It’s not a new proposal. Throughout 
the centuries, the Church has been 
called upon to carry the burden for 
societies unable to properly care for 

its citizens. These movements, if we 
can call them that, haven’t always suc-
ceeded, but they represent a fulfi llment 
to a calling Jesus gave His followers, 
which includes us. Care for the sick 
and downtrodden, treat the wounded 
and provide a cool glass of water to 
others in need.

How does that translate into mod-
ern-day society?

What if churches set aside empty 
rooms in their buildings for members 
to bring in non-perishable food items? 
An empty, unused room could quickly 
become a life source for many in their 
communities. 

Churches could open their doors 
once a week or even every day for com-
munity members in need to stop by 
and pick up the sustenance they need 
for that day, week or however long.

Add to that a clothing room where 
church members can bring shirts, 
pants, socks, shoes and other items 
for community members needing 

help. Instead of holding individual 
garage sales, church members could 
combine to help clothe an entire 
community.

To double or triple the impact, 
what if two or three or four churches 

in a community combined efforts 
and took it upon themselves to help 
clothe, feed and otherwise care for 
members in their neighborhoods 
or communities? I can only imagine 
the lives permanently altered—both 
physically and spiritually.

I realize many churches and com-
munities already participate in simi-
lar things. But what if this “gospel 
partnership” spread out from the 
churches currently doing it to near-
ly every single church in our cities? 
Wouldn’t the results be incredible?

Then no longer would the debate 
be about how large and to what ex-
tent governments become involved in 
our lives; no, the debate would switch 
to how we can coordinate our efforts 
and partner together to care for and 
impact our neighbors—regardless of 
their needs.

It’s not a new challenge but one 
that can and will have immediate and 
“otherworldly” results.

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Terrance J. Rollerson

Dry land faith
Genesis 6:14: Make yourself an 

ark of gopher wood.
Noah was called to build a boat, a 

boat on dry land. There were no bod-
ies of water near Noah. He had never 
experienced the kind of rain that God 
was talking about. 

The questions for Noah were this: 
Was he going to have the kind of faith 
that is “talk about it faith,” or was he 
going to have “action faith?” 

How long did Noah build that boat? 
One hundred and twenty years is the 
answer. 

Year after year Noah worked on 
the boat, not ever having any kind of 
experience with what God was talking 
about. All he had was His word. 

You can talk about your faith or you 
can prove your faith. You can have a 
faith that is in your head, or you can 
have a faith that is proven by the ham-
mer and nails that are in your hand. 
Noah had “Dry Land Faith.”

Here’s my question: How do you get 
the hammer and nails into your hand? 
Let me suggest that there are three 
keys that can help us move our faith 
into action versus just talking about it.

Dry Land Faith Key #1: Knowledge 
brings faith.

Knowledge of the truth in God’s 
Word brings faith. Faith is believing 
something, requiring something to 
believe. The new age movement be-
lieves that we can “believe things into 
existence,” which is not the same kind 
of faith that we believers should have. 

Our faith is based upon the truth in 
God’s Word. Knowing what God’s Word 
has to say about something gives us the 
ability to believe it. Our faith should be 
based upon God’s Word.

Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.”

For example, how can you have faith 
to pray for a healing, believing that He 

will heal you, if you didn’t know it was 
God’s will for your healing? This is why 
Satan works so hard to tell the church 
today that it may not be God’s will for 
them to be healed! Why? Because it 
casts doubt, the opposite of faith, upon 
the hearts of God’s children! How can 
you lay hold of the promises of God if 
you don’t know what they are? 

We must fi rst know the truth, then 
believe it. That’s biblical faith!

Mark 9:23 says, “Jesus said unto him, 
‘If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth.’”

Dry Land Faith Key #2: Faith and a 
pure conscience.

How can you confi dently approach 
God when your conscience is dirty? 
The truth is you can’t!

Hebrews 10:22 says, “Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water” (emphasis added).

We need to have a true heart of full 
assurance of faith and washed clean 
from an evil conscience.

Dry Land Faith Key #3: Faith works 
through love.

The third key to operating in faith 
is to be rooted and grounded in love 

so that your faith will operate through 
love. The Bible tells us clearly that 
all believers should be rooted and 
grounded in the love of Christ if we want 
to experience the fullness of God, who 
is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think. When 
we are grounded in the love of Christ 
(Ephesians 3:16-20), we are told to put 
on the breastplate of faith and love … 
the two go together like hand and glove!

1 Thessalonians 5:8 says, “But let us, 
who are of the day, be sober, putting on 
the breastplate of faith and love; and 
for a helmet, the hope of salvation.”

As we walk in the Spirit, the love 
of Christ will begin to fl ow through 
us and will give birth to much faith. 
Among the fruit of the Spirit, we fi nd 
both faith and love.

Galatians 5:22-33 says, “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no 
law” (emphasis added).

When the love of Christ is fl owing 
through us, it brings forth much faith. 
God’s Word tells us clearly that faith 
works through love.

Galatians 5:6 says, “For in Jesus Christ 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, 

nor uncircumcision; but faith which 
worketh by love” (emphasis added).

The Bible defi nes faith as “being sure 
of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). Thus, 
in biblical vernacular, faith is a chan-
nel of living trust—an assurance—that 
stretches from man to God. In other 
words, it is the object of faith that 
renders faith faithful.

Faith is the assurance that God’s 
promises will never fail, even if some-
times we do not experience their fulfi ll-
ment in our mortal existence. Hebrews 
11 underscores the fact that we trust 
God to fulfi ll His promises for the fu-
ture (the unseen) based on what He 
has already fulfi lled in the past. Thus, 
our faith is not blind but based squarely 
on God’s proven faithfulness.

Noah was so sure of this that he 
worked to build a boat on dry land for 
120 years without a cloud in the sky 
or any drops of rain hitting his head.  

How about you, where does your 
faith stand? I am striving for Noah’s 
kind of faith, “Dry Land Faith.”

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.

Small government, big government and the gospel

Big government and the Bible
I would like to respond to the col-

umn “Big government: established by 
God” by Zach Psick (June 2012).

Psick errs on the side of that uto-
pian ideal that if enough laws are in 
place, everyone will behave. Speed 
limits have shown this to be false. 
Most arrogantly believe they are the 
exception to the rule. 

If people do not obey the laws on 
the books, how can more laws ad-
dress depravity and selfi shness? We 
cannot hope to see a perfect govern-
ment until Christ returns. Therefore, 
conservative Christians generally de-
sire greater limits on government to 
maximize liberty and prevent a cen-
tralized core of corruption, a la the 
Tower of Babel.

Meanwhile, Psick has neglected to 
mention the nasty side effect of big 
government: debt. We have accumu-
lated more debt than ever, and we are 
doing it faster than ever. To borrow 
without paying back is immoral, and 
this generation is even more guilty of 
it than the last.

So we can debate about whether Je-
sus would require His followers to use 

mercury light bulbs in their homes 
to save the world or whether having 
a constitution that limits the scope of 
government is a good thing. But let 
us not operate from the pretense that 
big government is more biblical.

Andrew Kipp
Minneapolis, Minn.

Can people be saved without 
hearing the gospel?

In John Piper’s response to young 
Sarah (“What happens to those who 
have never heard?” June 2012), he 
states, “I don’t think the Bible teach-
es that people can be saved without 
hearing the gospel.” But what is this 
gospel message and how is it under-
stood in life? Citing Romans 1:18-23, 
Pastor Piper begins his response with 
a statement about the wrath of God 
being the fate of all and that none 
have excuse and all deserve punish-
ment. 

I would propose that in contrast 
to this message of doom, the gospel 
message is actually fi rst one of a call 
to repentance (Matthew 4:17) fol-
lowed by the commandment to love 
God with all of one’s being and at the 

same to love one’s neighbor as them-
selves (Matthew 22:37-39). 

It is a failure to fully love, based on 
an unavoidable fallen human nature, 
that causes some to repent and seek 
forgiveness from a God made appar-
ent to all simply by the way He has 
made them and the world (Romans 
1:19-20). 

The need for grace is the realiza-
tion that a person is unable to meet 
the highest standard of love. This 
standard is met in the historical life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and witnesses to the fact that God is 
fi rst and foremost a forgiving God. 
Wrath comes to those who choose to 
ignore this gift of free grace by ignor-
ing their sin against God and the call 
to live a life of love in faith. 

In so doing, they deny the cross, 
either explicitly in word or implicitly 
in deed. Salvation comes by this gift 
of faith in the grace that God freely 
gives to all who will believe. Faith 
then becomes a journey of life made 
complete and real through works of 
love, for faith without works is dead 
(James 2:26). 

In the fi nal analysis, as Christians 

we are called not to judge (Matthew 
7:1). We are simply called to live in 
love and proclaim the good news of 
Jesus Christ to all by what we say and 
what we do. 

How one responds to the call 
of Christ, with or without intimate 
knowledge of the life of Jesus, and 
what one believes as a result, I feel 
remains a matter between themselves 
and God alone. 

Gary Forsberg
Via email

Mormonism and Christian values
I know I am in the minority among 

evangelical Christians, but I would 
like to throw out some things to pon-
der regarding the wisdom of their 
choices. 

When it comes to picking a presi-
dential candidate, most of us will just 
go with the conservative Republican. 
Should we? Should we pick our can-
didate on worldly political issues that 
we call Christian values or based on 
their stand on biblical gospel teach-
ings?

The fi rst is man’s interpretation of 
the way God wants us to live.

The second is Jesus himself tell-
ing us the only way to get to heaven 
(forever) is to believe in Him (the 
gospel).

So we are going to ignore the im-
portance of eternal salvation, so that 
we can argue there is no global warm-
ing, the abortion issue, gay rights and 
shoot down health care plans, even 
though we couldn’t come up with an 
alternative.

Do we not believe God is in control? 
The condition of the world, good or 
bad, was allowed to get this way. If it 
was not God’s will, it would not be.

Shame on the evangelicals that 
support Mitt Romney based on his 
Christian values.

If he is elected with our support, 
people considering Christianity will 
think Mormonism is as good as any 
Christian denomination. It is not! It 
is a cult! People sucked into the Mor-
mon Church are not saved.

The decision may seem tough, but 
ask yourself, “What would Jesus do?” 

I am pretty confi dent saving souls 
is the answer.

Philip Wagner 
Minneapolis, Minn.
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Imagine for a moment what Min-
nesota would be like if people were 
transformed by the love of Jesus 
and experienced the full blessing 
of God. If God’s peace, God’s love 
and God’s justice were unleashed 
in Minnesota, how would life be 
different?

When I think about this ques-
tion, I envision things like crime 
being decreased, single mothers 
having help raising their kids 
and men becoming responsible 
fathers, that the homeless would 
be cared for, that marriages would 
be stronger and families would 
stay together. 

I also think of closing the educa-
tion gap between students of color 
and white students, and ending hu-
man traffi cking in Minnesota (the 
Twin Cities is one of the top 10 
worst cities for human traffi cking 
in the U.S.).

As a follower of Jesus, I want to 
see that changed.

God’s intent, as revealed in the 
Bible, is to use the church and the 
followers of Jesus to overcome evil 
and bring peace and restoration 
to the earth. The Bible also tells us 
that in order to carry out this plan, 
it is essential that Christians work 
together, just like a healthy body.

But restoration begins with Jesus 
rescuing us. 

In Ephesians 2, we learn that 
before Jesus reunites us to God, 

we lived self-centered, selfi sh lives, 
caught up in pursuing our own de-
sires. When we and everyone else 
lives like that, societies break down, 
the vulnerable are overrun and evil 
takes over.

But God rescues us through 
Christ, and we become “God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works ….” As God re-
stores us, He re-creates us to be an 
agent of His goodness in the earth. 
In fact, He has created and gifted 
each of us for specifi c purposes.

“Christianity Today” magazine 
recently did a feature story about 
Christians in Portland, Oregon, 
working together to combat the sex 
trade in that city. The city of Port-
land is known for its green parks, 
bike lanes and its music culture. 
Some people even thought of Port-
land as “America’s model city.”

But Portland had another dis-
tinction that people weren’t proud 
of. It had a major sex traffi cking 
problem, especially with under-age 
girls.

But there were also individual 
Christians working in different 
places to change this. They were 
called “Portland’s Quiet Abolition-
ists.”

Sergeant Mike Geiger was a po-
lice offi cer who headed up Port-
land’s traffi cking unit that works to 
rescue women out of prostitution. 
Esther Nelson was a 29-year-old 
program manager of a sexual as-
sault resource center. The Rev. Rick 
McKinley was pastor of Imago Dei 
Community Church and wanted 
to fi ght the traffi cking but didn’t 
know how.

Shoshone Tama-Sweet and his 
wife were going to be missionar-
ies in Africa but ended up moving 
from Los Angeles to Portland to 
reach the youth culture, and that’s 
when they discovered the sex traf-
fi cking problem.

These Christians were all try-
ing to do their part to overcome 
this evil. But none of them could 
change the situation by themselves.

Ephesians gives us the image of 
a human body as a way of under-
standing how Christians should be 
connected to each other, each do-
ing the important good things we 
are supposed to be doing, so that 

all together we become a strong, 
complex, interwoven movement 
that is able to carry out God’s 
plan to bring peace to the world 
around us.

In the city of Portland, these four 
Christians began to connect with 
each other and mobilize thousands 
of other Christians—and people of 
good will—to combat sex traffi ck-
ing.

Tama-Sweet, who had trained to 
be a missionary, became the leader 
of the Oregon Center for Christian 
Voices and, with the support from 
a huge network of Christians, has 
helped change legislation in Or-
egon that had previously made traf-
fi cking too permissible.

Nelson and Geiger started collab-
oration between the police depart-
ment and resource center to help 
underage victims. They recently re-
ceived a $500,000 federal grant to 
support their work.

When McKinley met Nelson and 
Geiger, he mobilized all the Chris-
tian artists in his church to create 
a media campaign. Today there are 
creative billboards, posters and art 
displays throughout Portland to 
combat sex traffi cking.

The same is happening in Min-
nesota. In north Minneapolis, 
churches and faith-based commu-
nity development organizations 
have forged new partnerships to 
rebuild homes and assist families 

since the May 22, 2011 tornado.
Ministries serving ex-offenders 

have come together in the R3 Col-
laborative, linking dozens of Chris-
tian services to create a “circle of 
success” to surround people leaving 
prison and ensure that they begin 
a new life.

In St. Paul, a group of pray-
ing pastors has joined together as 
Mission: St. Paul to pray for their 
neighborhoods, meet and get to 
know other nearby pastors and col-
lectively bless their city.

Recently, 11 churches in Minne-
apolis have come together as Mis-
sion: Northeast MPLS.

It takes care, discipline and ex-
ercise to keep our human body 
healthy. The same is true for the 
Christian body. 

Encourage your pastor to invest 
time in relationship with other 
pastors. Give them the freedom to 
invest time in ministry beyond that 
of your own church. And thank 
them for supporting networks like 
Transform Minnesota, local prayer 
groups and their denomination.

Working together like a strong, 
healthy body, the Church can 
transform Minnesota, just as God 
intends.

Carl Nelson is president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota, formerly 
the Greater Minnesota Association 
of Evangelicals.

The Church: God’s plan to restore lives in Minnesota

Carl Nelson

Evidence of big media’s bias 
against religion that doesn’t 
advance the secular and liberal 
agenda of the Democratic Party 
is beyond dispute. Any faith at-
tached to a conservative agenda 
is to be ridiculed, stereotyped and 
misrepresented. Islam is a notable 
exception. The media appear to 
bend over backward not to offend 
Muslims.  

The Washington Post in late 
May, reporting from Carrollton, 
Ark., uncovered an event that 
occurred nearly 155 years ago 
and then sought to link it to the 
presidential candidacy of Mitt 
Romney: “On Sept. 11, 1857, 
a wagon train from this part of 
Arkansas met with a gruesome 
fate in Utah, where most of the 
travelers were slaughtered by a 
Mormon militia in an episode 
known as the Mountain Mead-
ows Massacre.”  

The Romney connection? 
“There aren’t many places in 
America more likely to be sus-
picious of Mormonism—and 
potentially problematic for Mitt 
Romney, who is seeking to be-
come the country’s fi rst Mor-

mon president.”  
As Carrollton, Ark., goes, so 

goes the nation? Would the Post 
question the legitimacy and 
faith of a Muslim candidate for 
Congress, or any offi ce, because 
of 9-11? Do you even have to 
ask? Should the Spanish Inqui-
sition refl ect on a Catholic can-
didate?  

Since Jimmy Carter an-
nounced during the 1976 presi-
dential campaign that he was a 
born-again Christian, the media 
have been fascinated by religion, 
but not so much that they would 
labor to understand it. Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid is a 
devout Mormon, but Reid gets a 

media pass on his faith because 
he toes the line on the secular 
left’s agenda, from abortion to 
same-sex marriage, which Reid 
endorsed last week. That his 
church teaches the opposite of 
the way he votes doesn’t appear 
to concern him. Senator Orrin 
Hatch, also a Mormon, is run-
ning for re-election in Utah. 
Hatch is less scary to the media 
because he made friends with 
the late Senator Ted Kennedy 
with whom he occasionally co-
operated on legislation.  

Former New York Governor 
Mario Cuomo, a devout Catho-
lic, opposes the death penalty, 
as does the Roman Catholic 

Church. The Catho-
lic Church also op-
poses the “death 
penalty” for the 
unborn, but Cuo-
mo challenged the 
Church’s position 
on abortion in his 
speech at Notre 
Dame in 1984 titled 
“Religious Belief 
and Public Moral-
ity: A Catholic Governor’s Per-
spective.” Why did no reporter 
press Cuomo on his “cafeteria 
theology”? Answer: Because his 
positions on the death penalty 
and abortion refl ect the views of 
most in big media.  

The questions reporters 
should be asking Mitt Romney 
are not about his style of worship 
or about Mormon theology, but 
rather which of his church’s be-
liefs he thinks are connected to 
earthly policies and which ones, 
if any, he will attempt to imple-
ment should he become presi-
dent.  

On her Washington Post blog, 
Jennifer Rubin says the media has 
a “Mormon Obsession”: “In sum, 

the left’s obsession 
with Romney’s faith 
tells us more about 
their ignorance of 
faithful people of all 
religions than any-
thing else. ... Whether 
born of ignorance 
(i.e. that other faiths 
don’t share these 
essential values) or 
rank bias or intention 

to paint Romney as weird, the 
defi nition of Romney as nothing 
more than a Mormon stick fi gure 
is pernicious in our political cul-
ture and begs the question: Why 
is the media entirely uninterested 
in Obama’s religious infl uences, 
and indeed has dubbed such 
discussion racist?”  

Journalists and media orga-
nizations should be required to 
take advanced religion courses 
so that they can better under-
stand faith, explain it accurately 
and ask the right questions of 
candidates who believe in an Au-
thority higher than the state.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.  

The media’s religion defi cit 

Cal Thomas

Any faith attached to a 
conservative agenda is to 
be ridiculed, stereotyped 
and misrepresented.
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This year, nearly 20 years after 
its founding, YouthWorks will 
provide 584 weeklong trips at 
72 locations across the U.S. and 
Canada—including about 33,000 
participants.

Reinvesting resources
In 2000, Bertelson said YouthWorks 

began to have an abundance of fi nan-
cial resources. That began a process 
of discernment on the part of its lead-
ers: trying to determine what to do 
with those resources and how best to 
utilize them.

The answer was to begin a foun-
dation. Through the foundation, 
YouthWorks began to invest “fi nancial 
resources back into the communi-
ties we were serving and also other 
nonprofi t ministry entrepreneurs,” 
Bertelson said.

And since he had an entrepreneurial 
mindset, Bertelson began to look for 
ways to support other ministry ven-
tures—and possibly even to acquire 
some.

“It was then that we realized there 
weren’t a whole lot of entrepreneurial 
type ministry people out there,” he 
said. “So we started our own incuba-
tor back then. As we had some other 
opportunities … basically in 2009 we 
had the opportunity to use some of 
those fi nancial resources to acquire 
a ministry called Youth Specialties.”

Youth Specialties was founded in 
1969 and is now the largest youth min-
istry training organization in the world. 
The ministry trains youth through a 
national youth workers convention, 
regional conferences and books and 
other content, according to Bertelson. 
The organization has also developed 
a discipleship ministry called Plan-
etWisdom. 

According to its website, PlanetWis-
dom is a “dynamic two-day conference 
for students. Its goal is to help students 
move from their spiritual adolescence 
into a mature faith. Focused on solid 
biblical teaching, worship, skits and 
teaching, students leave PlanetWisdom 
with greater knowledge of the Bible and 
deep understanding of how to apply it 
to their daily lives.”

Real Resources
Through its acquisition of 

Youth Specialties and some of 
its other efforts, YouthWorks was 
now faced with brand confusion: 
who was the organization and 
what did it do?

That confusion led to a reorga-
nization that ultimately created 
the umbrella organization Real 
Resources. Youth Specialties, 
YouthWorks, the foundation and 
any future projects would now be 
included under this structure. 

“Real Resources took care of 
the back offi ce side of things,” 
Bertelson said. “It took care of 
the fi nances, the organizations, 
the HR functions, the IT [and] 

marketing functions of the or-
ganizations so that the executive 
directors could really focus in on 
developing and delivering their 
ministry service.”

Each organization has its own 
executive director and its own 
staff, but each also relies on the 
offi ce support of the umbrella 
organization, freeing them up to 
concentrate on their areas of ser-
vice.

The Table Project
Perhaps Real Resources’ most 

visible endeavor is the Table Proj-
ect, which was developed through 
its foundation’s incubator minis-
try. According to its website, the 
Table Project is an “online net-
work designed to engage and sup-
port the church community, em-
power leaders and move people 
beyond the pews and into authen-

tic, life-changing relationships.” 
The online network was devel-

oped out of much conversation 
several years ago.

“One of the things that was 
brewing was this idea of a social 
media tool that would create 
in essence an opportunity for 
churches to have an alternative to 
Facebook, something that would 
be more private, more group 
oriented, less individual …” Ber-
telson said. “[We were] trying 
to create a tool that would help 
churches … we like to say ‘do 
church 24/7.’ [Bring individuals 
together as a church] through 
prayer wall, through serving, 
through being able to connect 
with each other, share needs.”

In 2011, the Table was offered 
free to churches around the U.S.; 
in 2012, it was offered to church-
es around the world.

For more information about Real 
Resources, including YouthWorks, 
Youth Specialties and the Table Proj-
ect, visit www.realresources.com. 

YOUTHWORKS…
Continued from page 1

Paul Bertelson serves as founder and 
CEO of Real Resources, an umbrella 
ministry that includes YouthWorks and 
Youth Specialties.

Today, many local churches in-
cluding Bethlehem Baptist Church 
and Substance Church are using 
the social networking tool.

The silo effect
After working with nonprofi ts 

for many years, one thing Bertel-
son notices is how most of them 
are what he calls “silo-ed” from 
each other, meaning they oper-
ate separately and without confl u-
ence with other nonprofi ts.

“Obviously they have their own 
purposes, but there seems to be 
kind of a loss of a kingdom pur-
pose by the silos,” he said. “And 
our sense was could we invite 
ministries to work together to 
have their own unique purposes 
but to be able to share resources? 
But also to try to create relational 
synergies between the ministries. 
So rather than us doing this, 
we’ve invited organizations that 
have the same one they’re serv-
ing—which is the Church—and 
to be able to share.”

That mindset has led Bertelson 
to keep an open mind about invit-
ing other ministries into the Real 
Resources stable.

“We are open to other nonprof-
it ministries that are like-minded 
that might be interested in walk-
ing alongside of us and us walk-
ing alongside of them and serving 
the Church,” he said.

Because in the end, Bertel-
son said: “Everything we do is 
designed to serve the church. 
We in no way want to replace 
the church, but we want to walk 
alongside the church.”

This year, YouthWorks will coordinate nearly 600 weeklong trips at 72 locations 
across the U.S. and Canada—including about 33,000 participants. Here a youth 
counselor offers a training session.
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For more information about the NAE’s 
Code of Ethics for Pastors, visit www.
naecodeofethics.com.

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — In a recent 
Evangelical Leaders Survey, poll-
sters found that more than 70 per-
cent of evangelical leaders do not 
have to sign a formal code of eth-
ics. While some leaders noted the 
implicit nature of a code of ethics 
in organizational doctrinal state-
ments, defi nitive stands on ethical 
issues were not always included.

The Code of Ethics for Pastors 
was developed by a taskforce that 
worked for more than 18 months. 
The National Association of Evan-
gelicals (NAE) unanimously adopt-
ed the code soon after.

“Most pastors are highly ethi-
cal, but few have signed a written 
code of ethics,” said Leith Ander-
son, NAE president and former 
senior pastor of Wooddale Church 
in Eden Prairie, via a news release. 
“This is every pastor’s opportunity 
to know, commit and tell others 
about a personal and professional 
standard of biblical pastoral eth-
ics. I invite every pastor and every 
church board to put this code of 
ethics on the agenda for an upcom-
ing meeting. Discuss. Adopt. Live 

these standards.”
The code includes fi ve admoni-

tions: “pursue integrity; be trust-
worthy; seek purity; embrace ac-
countability; and facilitate fairness.”

“Thanks to the leadership of 
Leith Anderson, the board of the 
NAE has prepared a long overdue 
Code of Ethics for Pastors,” said 
Luder Whitlock, chair of the task-
force that developed the code. 
“This succinct statement provides 
guidance for pastors who desire to 
honor the Lord by their example 
as well as by what they confess and 
preach. We expect it will soon be-
come indispensable as a reference 
for pastoral ethics.”

Pastors who have already signed 
the document include Joel Hunter, 
Northland, a Church Distributed; 
Bill Hybels, Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church; Tim Keller, Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church; Max Lucado, 
Oak Hills Church; and John Ort-
berg, Menlo Park Presbyterian 
Church.

NAE develops ‘Code 
of Ethics for Pastors’
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For more information about 
Lawyers for Marriage, visit www.
minnesotaformarriage.com/lawyers.

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Groups on both 
sides of the Minnesota Marriage 
Protection Amendment recently 
released their fi nancial reports, re-
vealing that millions of dollars are 
being spent to constitutionally de-
fi ne marriage in the state. 

Minnesota for Marriage, a group 
that supports the marriage amend-
ment, announced that it raised 
more than $1.4 million as of June 
12. 

“We are thankful for the strong 
support of the people of Minnesota 
in our effort to preserve marriage as 
the union between one man and one 
woman in our state Constitution,” 
said John Helmberger, Minnesota for 
Marriage chairman, via a report on the 
group’s website. 

Minnesotans United for All Families, 

which opposes the marriage amend-
ment, announced that it has raised 
$4.6 million since the beginning of 
the campaign.

Helmberger said he expected the 
amendment’s opponents to raise more 
money.

“Our opponents are raising money 
from same-sex marriage activists across 
the country, and although we have al-
ways expected that they will outspend 
us, as marriage protection opponents 
have in every other state dealing with 
this issue, we are confi dent that the 
people of Minnesota will come together 
to raise the resources necessary to win 
and not let our state’s defi nition of 
marriage be defi ned by activist judges 
or liberal out of state organizations.”  

To date, Minnesotans United re-
ported that the money it has raised 
has come from more than 19,000 
individual donors.

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Organizers re-
cently announced the formation 
of Lawyers for Marriage, an orga-
nization in support of this Novem-
ber’s Minnesota Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment. The group was 
formed in an effort to help under-
stand “the legal and social impor-
tance of Minnesota’s existing legal 
defi nition on marriage,” according 
to a press release from Minnesota 
for Marriage. 

“There are many important legal 
issues surrounding the proposed 
Marriage Protection Amendment,” 
said Kevin D. Conneely, chairman 
of Lawyers for Marriage and an at-
torney with the law fi rm of Leon-
ard, Street and Deinard, via a me-
dia release. “Unfortunately, there 
is some confusion about what the 
amendment will and will not do.” 

Members of the group’s ex-
ecutive committee include Roger 
Magnuson of Dorsey & Whitney; 
Teresa Collett of the University of 
St. Thomas School of Law; William 

A. LeMire of Arthur Chapman Ket-
tering Smetak and Pikala; and Evan 
Wilson of the Metropolitan Air-
ports Commission.

“We are very pleased to have this 
distinguished group of attorneys 
from across the state come together 
to support the Marriage Protection 
Amendment,” said Jason Adkins, 
executive committee member of 
Minnesota for Marriage and execu-
tive director of the Minnesota Cath-
olic Conference, via the release. 
“Legal experts on both sides of the 
marriage debate acknowledge that, 
if marriage is redefi ned, there will 
be major legal implications for in-
dividuals, public and private educa-
tors, businesses of all sizes, as well 
as churches and religious organiza-
tions. The new organization of le-
gal experts will play an important 
role in helping voters understand 
these issues.”

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Two Minnesota 
Lutheran synods recently passed reso-
lutions supporting the Minnesota Mar-
riage Protection Amendment, which 
defi nes marriage constitutionally in 
the state as between one man and one 
woman. Voters will get a chance to 
express their position on this matter 
in the Nov. elections.

The Minnesota South District of the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
voted at its June convention to support 
the amendment. 

The District, which includes nearly 
250 churches and more than 127,000 
baptized members in southern Min-
nesota, “resolved, that the MNS District 
reaffi rm the biblical understanding 
of marriage as a lifelong relationship 

between a man and a woman …” 
The resolution also encourages pas-

tors, congregations and members “to 
actively pray for, support and promote 
the passage” of the amendment.

In addition, the Minnesota Dis-
trict of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod expressed its sup-
port for the marriage amendment 
at its June meeting.

While the group noted its histori-
cal reluctance to “speaking to or 
intruding on political or legislative 
matters … out of respect for the 
‘Two Kingdoms’ principle,” it ulti-
mately determined that “the thrust 
of the 2012 proposed marriage 
amendment … [is] in harmony 
with clear Scripture, especially as it 
points to marriage as consisting of 
‘one man and one woman …’”

Groups raise millions 
of dollars in marriage 
amendment battle

Lutheran synods pass 
resolutions supporting 
marriage amendment

Attorney group formed to 
support marriage amendment
Aims to help people understand 
legal implications of amendment

in trying to recruit Thompson’s 
daughter to the Bible study.

“So it’s now three kids from the 
same group … that was specifi cally 
targeting her on the days of the 
meeting, saying: ‘Well, why don’t 
you want to come? Don’t you want 
to know Jesus?’ And just not taking 
no for an answer,” Thompson re-
called.

Some argue this is where ten-
sion can often reveal itself in pub-
lic school ministries: What are the 
lines between properly inviting 
students to faith-based groups and 
harassment? 

In a YouTube video, responding 
to the claims of harassment, one of 
the student leaders at the time of 
Catalyst said, “Let it be known, Cat-
alyst does not support, encourage 
or condone harassment in any way.”

In addition to her claims of 
harassment against the group, 
Thompson also believes the Bible 
study group is unduly infl uenced by 
those outside the school, particu-
larly Allies Ministries’ Founder and 
Executive Director Dan Buschow.

CONTROVERSY…
Continued from page 1

The Federal Equal Access Act 
mandates “persons from the com-
munity may not ‘direct, conduct, 
control, or regularly attend activi-
ties of student groups.’”

As a result of the harassment and 
undue infl uence claims, letters, 
meetings, discussions and a portion 
of a School Board meeting in April 
were devoted to the issues raised. 
School offi cials could have sus-
pended Catalyst’s activities. How-
ever, to date, that has not occurred.

In an article published last month 
in the “Christian Examiner,” Bus-
chow denied that he had an undue 
infl uence on the group, saying at 
the time: “Catalyst is the most—
I’ve done this a long time—stu-
dent-driven thing I’ve ever seen. 
It’s been on purpose.”

Yet the tension remains over 
proper recruitment efforts and ap-
propriate outside infl uence.

The case has received a fair 
amount of media coverage, and 
through that coverage, Thompson 
feels as if her family has been char-
acterized as not liking Christians.

“We’ve been painted that we hate 
Christians, that we were against the 
Bible study,” she said. “That was 
never our issue. It never became an 

issue for us until it started to violate 
her rights. We have no problem 
whatsoever with any faith-based 
group coming together in fellow-
ship and prayer. And we fi rmly 
support a student’s right to ascribe 
to the tenets of their faith while at 
school.”

Thompson just hopes the school 
district follows its own policies.

“I would like to see them [Ano-
ka Hennepin School District] fol-
low their own policies,” she said. “I 
think there needs to be very specifi c 
language as to what harassment 
is because again, I think [because 
they believe] they come across sug-
ary sweet and they’re trained to do 
that—don’t be angry, don’t get mad, 
just come at them with love, we 
just want to love you—if somebody 
doesn’t want your love, they have a 
right to say they don’t want it.”

In the end, Thompson wants 
peace.

“All we want—and when I say 
‘we’ I speak for myself, my daugh-
ter and for many of the parents 
and kids that are terrifi ed to say 
anything—is we just want peace,” 
Thompson said. “We want kids to 
be able to go to school; we want to 
know that they are safe.”
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BIBLICAL GREEK & OLD TESTAMENT HEBREW

Twin Cities Biblical Languages Paideia
28th Year (2012-2013)

Come and learn with us at a low cost, mostly for books

To register or for a brochure, contact Rev. Chuck Gustafson at 
952.236.9578 or email gustafcj@mailcity.com

www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl

Michael Smith St. James
10 years Greek; B.S. Adult 
Education from University 
of Dayton, Ohio

Benefi ts of Greek Study
1. Knowledge of the Greek 

manuscripts on which 
the New Testament is 
based and the methods 
of scholars who work 
with them.

2. Insight on how the 
Bible came through the 
centuries to us today.

3. To make sense of the 
apparatus of the Greek 
New Testament and the 
competing texts.

4. Enhanced Bible study.
5. Increased knowledge 

of the New Testament 
world.

NOTE: as these courses are 
considered Sunday School 
classes, only a nominal fee 
is paid by the participants. 
They pay only for the books 
and helps which they keep 
for themselves. Also, $25 
is suggested for xeroxing 
costs and $1 per session is 
suggested this year, mainly 
to cover instructor travel 
costs.

(Instruction / Training)

Instructor
Rev. Charles J. Gustafson, B.A., B.D., M.A.
Chuck has taught New Testament Greek for the past 27 years at Berean 
Church in Burnsville, and more recently at other Twin City churches. He 
also taught N.T. Greek at Northwestern College. His M.A. is in Ancient 
History from the University of Minnesota and his B.D. from Bethel 
Seminary. His B.A. is in History from the University of Washington.

Associate Instructors
Greg Franz
7 years Greek, 
Computer Tech

Louis Sorenson
B.A. Pillsbury College, 
major in Bible, minor in 
Education; B.A. U of M, 
majors in Greek, Linguistics, 
and Near Eastern Studies

David Reynolds
B.A. New Testament 
Studies, minor in N.T. 
Greek, Post B.A. classes 
at Macalaster College, 
St. Paul

Chris Bunnell
Years of experience in N.T. 
Greek and O.T. Hebrew, 
Master Certifi cate of 
Christian Studies at 
Masters level

Chawna Schroeder
Author; 10 years Greek, 
7 years Hebrew

Dawn Sweiven
16 years Greek; B.A. 
Linguistics at U of M; 
one year in Greece ~ 
YWAM

Jim Simon
Phoenix, Arizona
9 years Greek, 5 years teaching. 
B.A. in Anthropology, minor in 
Linguistics, also M.A. in Business

Sundays beginning Sept. 9
Berean Baptist Church of Burnsville — Rm 205
8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.  Beginning Hebrew
9:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Hebrew / Book of Samuel
11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Beginning Greek
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts 

using Culy & Parsons resource

Berean Baptist Church of Burnsville — Rm 108
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Conversational Greek (ideal for 

homeschoolers) ~ Louis@LetsReadGreek.com

Brookdale Covenant of North Minneapolis — Rm TBA
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Intermediate Hebrew (612–396–9986)
5:45 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

David Reynold's Home
7:00 p.m. Beginning Greek

Tuesdays or Thursdays beginning Sept. 11 or 13
Wooddale Church of Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Beginning Greek
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts 

using Culy & Parsons resource
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Ecclesiastical Latin

*The above schedule may be expanded or adjusted.

Rich Bosshardt
M.A. New Testament, Luther 
Seminary, Graduate courses, 
Bethel Seminary, Self-taught Greek 
and Latin, B.S. Civil Engineering, 
University of Minnesota

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — Minne-
sota Citizens Concerned for Life 
(MCCL) recently celebrated 44 
years of pro-life advocacy. The orga-
nization was founded in 1968 by a 
small group of pro-life activists and 
has since grown to include more 
than 70,000 member families and 
some 240 state chapters.

The annual MCCL March for 
Life at the state Capitol regularly 
attracts thousands of participants 
from across the state and several 
congressional and legislative lead-
ers—making it the most visible of 
MCCL’s efforts.

“The dedicated, compassionate 
work of our grassroots members is 
the sustaining power of Minneso-
ta’s pro-life movement,” said MCCL 
Executive Director Scott Fischbach, 
via a media release. “MCCL is one 
of the most effective pro-life orga-
nizations in the nation, thanks to 
these activists. They are steadily 
transforming our state’s culture 
into one that respects and protects 
all innocent human life at every 
stage.”

The group has adopted a three-
pronged approach to advancing 
its pro-life agenda: citizens are 
educated on what MCCL believes 
are threats to human life; support-
ers are then mobilized to become 
active on these issues; and then 
MCCL works to “establish legal pro-
tection for vulnerable lives.”

Throughout the years, according 
to MCCL, it has been involved in 

a number of signifi cant pro-life is-
sues, including the Woman’s Right 
to Know law, the Fetal Homicide 
law and the popular Positive Alter-
natives program.

Fischbach credits MCCL’s volun-
teers with keeping pro-life issues at 
the forefront of the statewide de-
bate.

“It is a testament to our effective-
ness that the abortion issue is still 
front and center in Minnesota,” he 
said. “MCCL’s member volunteers 
refuse to allow the abortion indus-
try to destroy the dignity and sanc-
tity of human life, no matter how 
small or vulnerable. We will con-
tinue to compassionately fi ght for 
those who cannot fi ght for them-
selves.”

MCCL celebrates 44 
years of pro-life advocacy
Group now claims 240 state chapters

For more information about MCCL, 
visit www.mccl.org. 

Find us online at
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in THE 
CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. E-mail 
to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or you can mail 
it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113. 
We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle 
Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup-
port groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, 
Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way, and 
many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

THRU AUG 19
“Roman Holiday,” musical based on the 
fi lm. McGuire Proscenium Stage, Guthrie 
Theater, Minneapolis • (612) 377-2224, 
guthrietheater.org

THRU JUL 31
Gospel Art Exhibit, “The Profound Mystery 
of Marriage.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 
3-5pm, The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Still-
water • (651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

JUL 2 • MONDAY
Iona: Another Realm US Tour 2012, with 
Joey Stontz. 7:30pm, Way of the Lord 
Church, 804 131st Ave. NE, Blaine, $21 
• 1-888-719-1150, iona.uk.com/min-
neapolis

JUL 8 • SUNDAY
The Allen Family, in concert. 3pm, Park 
Plaza Hotel Ballroom, 4460 W 78th St. 

Circle, Bloomington. Presented by Crowne 
Pointe Church. Freewill offering • (952) 
431-1949

JUL 9-13 • MON-FRI
Summer Enrichment Program for Children, 
in music, nature, art & drama. King’s Play-
ers Children’s Theatre, 6000 Duluth St., 
Golden Valley, $200 • (612) 618-1520

Discover & Explore –music, nature, art & 
drama– Summer Enrichment. 9am-3pm, 
King of grace Lutheran Church, 6000 Duluth 
St., Golden Valley, $200 • (612) 618-1520

JUL 12 • THURSDAY
  Career Transition Connection, Resume 
Reviews & “The Keys to Effective Network-
ing & Landing Your Next Job.” 6-8:30pm, 
Woodbury Lutheran Church, Chapel Room, 
7380 Afton Rd., Woodbury • free • (651) 
739-5144

“Surrender 2012” Wynand Hansen CD 
Launch. 7-9pm, Messiah United Methodist 
Church, 17805 County Rd. 6, Plymouth, 
free • (612) 695-3760

JUL 13-14 • FRI-SAT
Holy Sexuality Conference, with Becky 
Patton. Fri 7-8:30pm & Sat 9am-12pm, 
Substance Church Operations Center, 
2776 Cleveland Ave., Roseville, $25/
person or $40/couple • (763) 234-3728

JUL 14 • SATURDAY
“Waterfalls: An Art and the Word Collab-
orative” Seminar. 9am-4pm, Minnehaha 
Falls Church, Minneapolis. Hosted by 
Great Commission Artists • greatcom-
missionartists.com

4th Annual Warriors for Christ Motorcycle 
Rally & Cody James Concert. 9am-6pm, 
Riverdale Church, 3210 Bunker Lake Blvd., 
Andover, free concert/$25 motorcycle fee 
• (417) 483-5596

Nonfiction Book Writing Workshop. 
9:30am-4:30pm, City Hill, 12901 Roberts 
Dr., Eden Prairie, $195 • (952) 210-0000, 
workshop.hitthemarkpublishing.com

“Marriage UNcensored,” 2012 Mar-
riage Conference. Double Tree by Hilton, 
Bloomington. Presented by DLBM & Faith 
Life Christian Center • faithlifecc.org/wp

JUL 17 • TUESDAY
“Metamorphosis” Illustra Media. 7:30pm, 
Northwestern College, Totino Fine Arts 
Center, Room F2128, 3003 N Snelling, 
Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUL 18 • WEDNESDAY
From Ordinary Concert, and Fancy Babel. 
7:30pm, The Fine Line, 318 1st Ave. N, 
Minneapolis, $3 • (612) 338-8100

JUL 18-20 • WED-FRI
North American Refugee Roundtable. 
Bethel University, St. Paul, $130. Spon-
sored by World Relief Minnesota and 
the Refugee Highway Partnership • 
narr2012@gmail.com

JUL 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Rain Gardens.” 
Holy Trinity Church, 2730 E 31st St., Min-
neapolis • macfm.org

JUL 20 • FRIDAY
“Becoming Who God Intends Us To Be,” 
with Deena Burnett-Bailey. 5:30-8:30pm, 
St. Edward’s Church, 9401 Nesbitt Ave. S, 
Bloomington, $25 • (651) 777-8181 x404

Single Parent Christian Fellowship monthly 
social. 6pm, West Medicine Oak Park, 
Plymouth • (612) 866-8970

JUL 26 • THURSDAY
Career Transition Connection, Mock Inter-
view Sessions &  “What I Learned from Get-
ting Fired.” 5-8:30pm, Woodbury Lutheran 
Church, 7380 Afton Rd., Woodbury • free 
• (651) 739-5144

JUL 27 • FRIDAY
Harp & Bowl Worship & Prayer. 7-11pm, 
Abundant grace Fellowship, 1055 109th 
NE Blaine • (612) 839-2064

JUL 28 • SATURDAY
Goliath Challenge, off road 5k race. 8am-
4pm, Badlands Snow Park, 772 Kinney 
Rd., Hudson, WI, $20-40. Hosted by Trinity 
Lutheran Church • (763) 232-6230

Make Tracks to Galilee Car Show. 9am-
2:30pm, Galilee Church, 10101 Lexington 
Ave. N, Circle Pines, $10/participants & 
Free for spectators • (763) 784-1760

AUG 1 • WEDNESDAY
Holy Spirit Conference, To the Ends of the 
Earth, with Diane Brask, Bill Davis, John 
Paul Jackson & Steve Sjogren. 9:30am-
1:30pm, North heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • (651) 
490-1517 x13

AUG 3 • FRIDAY
13th annual Rev. John Thomas Memorial 
Golf Tournament. Chomonix Golf Course, 
Lino Lakes. Hosted by Glorybound Minis-
tries • (763) 390-0589

AUG 1-4 • WED-SAT
Holy Spirit Conference “To the Ends of 
the Earth” with Diane Brask, Bill Davis 
& Steve Sjogren. North Heights Lutheran 
Church, Arden Hills • (651) 490-1517 x3, 
lutheranrenewal.org

AUG 11 • SATURDAY
Evangelism Training. 12pm, location TBD, 
free • (763) 742-7687, thekingswell.org

AUG 14 • TUESDAY
The 2012 Heshima Children’s Center 
Event. Rush Creek Golf Club, Maple Grove 
• heshima.org

AUG 16 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, social outing. 
TBD • macfm.org

SEP 14-OCT 31
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Testimony.” Mon-Wed 
1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The Oakridge Gal-
lery, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 439-4882, 
agapearts.net

SEP 18 • TUESDAY
Charles Babbage: The Inventor of the 
Calculating Machine. 7:30pm, Northwest-
ern College , 3003 N Snelling, Roseville 
• tccsa.tc

SEP 22 • SATURDAY
Girls of Grace, with Point of Grace, Meredith 
Andrews, Chris Wheeler, Amber Lehman & 
Constance Rhodes. 9am, Grace Church, 
9301 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $39-
65 • girlsofgrace.com

SEP 28-30 • FRI-SUN
Come to Me Upper Midwest Retreat. Lake 
Geneva Christian Center, Alexandria. 
Hosted by Moms in Prayer International 
• (651) 645-7855, momsinprayer.org/
cometome

SEP 30 • SUNDAY
  The Blackwood Brothers Quartet, in con-
cert. 3pm, Park Plaza Hotel Ballroom, 
4460 W 78th St. Cir., Bloomington, free. 
Hosted by Crowne Pointe Church • (952) 
334-0444

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Ignite Conference, with Matt Brown, Shane 
& Shane, Tru Serva and more. Fri 7-9pm & 
Sat 8:30am-9pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, Arden Hills Campus, 1700 W Hwy 
96, Arden Hills, $45 • (612) 217-4108

OCT 15 • MONDAY
TCCSA, Dave & Mary Jo Nutting of Alpha 
Omega Institute. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, Nazareth Hall Chapel, 3003 N 
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

OCT 19-20 • FRI-SAT
Women of Faith, Celebrate What Matters. 
Fri 7-10pm & Sat 9am-5pm, Xcel Energy 
Center, St. Paul, $89-109 • womenoffaith.
com, 1-888-49-FAITH

NOV 10 • SATURDAY
7th annual Christian Community Fair, 
10am-7pm, Minneapolis Convention 
Center. More than 200 exhibitors, petting 
zoo, infl atables, concerts, and more. Free 
• christianfair.com

FEB 10-20, 2013 
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An En-
core Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952) 
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 28-MAR 30, 2013 
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land, 
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903, 
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

JUL 8 • SUNDAY (cont.)

JUL 12 • THURSDAY (cont.)
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Bethel to host 
‘Refugee Roundtable’

SAINT PAUL — World Relief 
Minnesota and the Refugee High-
way Partnership are sponsoring 
the North American Refugee 
Roundtable July 18-20 at Bethel 
University. 

According to the event website, 
the Roundtable is “a consultation 
of like-minded believers who are 
passionate about sharing and show-
ing the love of Jesus to the nations 
on our doorstep. This gathering is 
equally passionate about sharing 
information about how their city, 
state, province, country is aiding 
the refugees in their community.”  

The Roundtable will include panel 
discussions, small group interaction 
and networking opportunities.

Registration is $130.
For additional information 

and to register, visit https://
sites.google.com/a/iteams.org/
rhp-north-america/ or email 
narr2012@gmail.com.

Food and volleyball 
highlight event for 
single parents

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, July 20 
at 6:00 p.m. at West Medicine Oak 
Park in Plymouth. This month’s 
event will include a potluck, pic-
nic and volleyball, and those who 
attend are encouraged to bring a 
dish to share.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

South African worship 
leader to host CD 
release party

PLYMOUTH — South African 
worship leader Wynand Hansen 
will hold a CD release party for his 
debut CD, “Surrender 2012,” on 
Tuesday, July 12 at Messiah United 
Methodist Church in Plymouth. 
The free event will begin at 7:00 
p.m. 

For additional information on 
Hansen and the CD release party, 
visit www.wynandhansen.weebly.
com or call (612) 695-3760.

Glorybound Ministries 
to host golf tournament

LINO LAKES — Glorybound 
Ministries will host the 13th annual 
Rev. John Thomas Memorial Golf 
Tournament on Friday, Aug. 3 at 
Chomonix Golf Course in Lino 
Lakes. The tournament is named 
in honor of Rev. Thomas, the co-
founder and executive director of 
Glorybound until he passed away in 
2006. His wife, Sharon, now leads 
the ministry, which works with fami-
lies of those going through drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation and 
those who are incarcerated—and 
who need Christ. 

In addition to the entrance fee, 
there are sponsorship opportuni-
ties at the tournament.

For additional information, call 
(763) 390-0589.

Artist group announces 
July seminar event

MINNEAPOLIS — Great Com-
mission Artists (GCA) will host the 
seminar “Waterfalls: An Art and the 
Word Collaborative” on Saturday, 
July 14 at Minnehaha Falls Church 
in Minneapolis.

Paul Oman, a pastor, teacher and 
professional watercolorist, will lead a 
seminar on “Waterfalls: An Art and the 
Word Collaborative.”

The seminar will be led by Paul 
Oman, a pastor, teacher and profes-
sional watercolorist. 

According to a news release from 
GCA: “Students will learn how the 
Word empowers interpretation 
of images and how to coordinate 
color, composition and contrast. 
Oman’s instruction will alternate 
with small group sessions in a plein 
air setting.”

The event will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
and run until 4:00 p.m.

Marianne McDonough, founder 
of GCA, said via the release: “This 
series aims to create beauty for the 
glory of God and connect artists in 
meaningful fellowship. This is real-
ly the mission of the Great Commis-
sion Artists. We want to celebrate 
the art of creativity and give artists a 
sense of unity.”

For additional information, in-
cluding registration, visit www.
greatcommissionartists.com.

Gallery to hold art 
exhibit on marriage

STILLWATER — Stillwater’s 
Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art is 
holding the exhibit “The Profound 
Mystery of Marriage” from now un-
til July 31. Area artists Vicky Patten 
and Susan Ruth Mueller offer their 
interpretations of the theme using 
ceramic, oil, encaustic and mixed 
medium.

Jim Odens, lead pastor of 
Oakridge Community Church, 
which hosts the gallery, said via 
a news release: “The ‘profound 
mystery of marriage’ is that it was 
designed by God to be a portrayal 
of the relationship between Jesus 
Christ and His bride, the Church. 
God established human  m a r -
riage on earth to picture the heav-
enly reality. What a responsibility 
we have to demonstrate the mean-
ing and signifi cance of the heaven-
ly, forever reality in our temporary, 
earthly marriages.” 

Gallery hours are Monday 
through Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. and Sundays from 3:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For additional information, 
email info@agapearts.net or call 
(651) 439-4882.

Leader releases online 
resource to help 
newcomers’ ministries

BROOKLYN PARK — Karol Pe-
terson recently announced the 
release of ChristianCommunity-
Coach.com, an online Christian 
resource to help churches establish 
an effective newcomers ministry. In 
association with the online launch, 
Peterson is also releasing a three 
book series on the same topic. 

Book titles in the series include: 
“Mastering First Impressions: The 
Important and Often Overlooked 
First Step in Building an Effective 
Newcomers Ministry”; “Creating 
a Dynamic Newcomers Class and 
Handbook: The Proven Method 
for Getting Newcomers Con-
nected to and Energized About 
Your Church”; and “Identifying 
Leaders: Attracting, Training and 
Empowering Effective Volunteer 
Leaders for Your Newcomers 
Ministry.”  

“A newcomers ministry can’t be 
an afterthought. It can and should 
be carefully planned, managed and 
maintained,” Peterson said via a 
news release. “Growing a church, 
increasing membership and tithing 
and really connecting members can 
be diffi cult if you don’t have a plan. 
ChristianCommunityCoach.com 
and my three book series on build-
ing effective newcomers ministries 
makes it easy for churches to master 
this important aspect of church life 
by giving them tools, strategies and 
a time tested roadmap for success.”

For more information on the re-
sources and book series, visit www.
christiancommunitycoach.com.

Science fi ction novel 
delves into origin of life

PLYMOUTH — Real estate de-
veloper Tom Schuett has always 
wondered how and when life be-
gan, and he explores that meaning-
ful question in 
his new science 
fi ction novel 
“Collider.” 

The novel 
follows a race 
between CERN, 
the European 
organization for 
nuclear research 
and its Ameri-
can counterpart, Fermilab, as they 
race to be the fi rst to recreate the 
Big Bang and discover the so-called 
“God particle.”

“I spent a lot of time on both the 
CERN and Fermilab websites doing 
research,” Schuett said, via a media 
release. “It is amazing the amount 
of information you can fi nd on 
those sites.”

The book is published by Had-
ron Press and is available for $9.99 
and can be purchased at online 
booksellers.

Group to offer Hebrew 
and Greek classes

BURNSVILLE — The Twin Cit-
ies Biblical Languages Paideia (in-
struction/training) will offer Greek 
and Hebrew courses this fall at sev-
eral locations in the Twin Cities. 

On Sundays starting Sept. 9, 
beginning and advanced courses 
will be offered at Berean Baptist 
Church in Burnsville, Brookdale 
Covenant of North Minneapolis 
and other locations. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays be-
ginning Sept. 11 and 13, courses 

will be offered at Wooddale Church 
in Eden Prairie.

This will be the 28th year these 
courses have been offered.

The instructor for the classes is 
the Rev. Charles Gustafson, who 
has taught New Testament Greek 
for nearly 30 years at local churches 
and at Northwestern College.

Several associate instructors will 
also teach classes.

For more information on the 
courses, call Gustafson at (952) 
236-9578, e-mail gustafcj@mail-
city.com or visit www.letsreadgreek.
com/msbl.

Event to raise money 
for children’s center

MAPLE GROVE — The 2012 
Heshima Children’s Center Event 
will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 14 
at Rush Creek Golf Club in Maple 
Grove. The annual event raises 
money for disabled children in Nai-
robi, Kenya. 

In addition to the golf event, this 
year participants can also walk or 
run from Rush Creek Golf Club to 
Weaver Lake in Maple Grove in or-
der to raise money.

Last year’s event raised $30,000 
for the children’s home, and orga-
nizers are hoping to raise “signifi -
cantly more” this year.

For additional information, in-
cluding registration, visit www.hes-
hima.org.    

Church to hold 
‘open sings’

PLYMOUTH — Epiphany 
Church in Plymouth will host 
three “open sings” in July. Those 
interested will gather at the 
church at 7:00 p.m. to rehearse 
for one hour. After a short 
break, the musicians and singers 
will come back and play straight 

through the selection.
The suggested donation is $10; 

all of the proceeds go to charity.
The musical selections include 

Vivaldi’s “Gloria” on July 11; Mo-
zart’s “Requiem” on July 18; and 
Brahms’ “A German Requiem” (in 
English) on July 25.

For more information, contact 
John Hoffacker, music director of 
Church of the Epiphany, at (612) 
850-9208.   

The Allen Family to 
hold concert at Crowne 
Pointe Church

BLOOMINGTON — The Allen 
Family, a traveling gospel music 
family that lives in a bus 365 days a 
year, will hold a concert at Crowne 
Pointe Church on Sunday, July 8 at 
3:00 p.m. The church meets at the 
Park Plaza Hotel at 4460 West 78th 
Street Circle in Bloomington.

The family has traveled to more 
than 30 states and four Canadian 
Provinces and has performed in 
countries outside the U.S.

Tickets to the concert are free, 

but a free-will offering will be taken.
For more information, call (952) 

334-0444 or email jbk225@msn.
com. To order free tickets, call 
(952) 431-1949. 

Church to host Holy 
Spirit conference

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church in Arden Hills 
will host the Holy Spirit Conference 
Aug. 1-4. The conference theme is 
“To the Ends of the Earth” from 
Acts 1:8 and will include speakers 
Diane Brask, Bill Davis and Steve 
Sjogren.

All general sessions are free, and 
programs are available for nursery, 
children and teens.

Sjogren will lead the Pastors’ Day 
program “Leading Outwardly” on 
Wednesday, Aug. 1 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Registration for this 
program is $25, which includes a 
gourmet lunch.

For additional information and 
to register, visit www.lutheranre-
newal.org or call (651) 490-1517 
ext. 13.

New drive time worship 
segment beginning on 
local radio

TWIN CITIES — A new drive 
time worship segment called Praise-
2Worship began Monday, July 2 on 
Hope 95.9 FM and online at www.
drivetimeworship.com. The pur-
pose of the new segment is to lead 
“believers in worship every morn-
ing for one hour with devotions, 
prayer, communion, interviews and 
more,” according to an announce-
ment from organizers.

The segment begins at 7:00 a.m. 
CST.  

For additional information on 
the new segment, visit www.driv-
etimeworship.com, email cto@
praise2worship.com or call (612) 
412-1205.

Church, organization 
sponsoring conversation 
on marriage amendment

MINNEAPOLIS — West-
minster Presbyterian Church 
and the Minnesota Council of 
Churches is sponsoring “A Re-
spectful Conversation on the 
Marriage Amendment” on Sun-
day, July 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Westminster Presby-
terian Church in Minneapolis. 

The event, according to orga-
nizers, “will focus not on chang-
ing minds but on softening 
hearts while discussing a divisive 
issue in Minnesota …. Join us to 
learn and practice how Minne-
sotans can discuss signifi cant is-
sues without disliking each other 
more but instead by understand-
ing each other better.”

Pre-registration is required by 
visiting www.mnchurches.org or 
by calling (612) 332-3421 or (612) 
230-3344.  

Join Fern Nichols, international author/speaker and founder 
of Moms in Prayer International, for an inspirational time of 
prayer, worship, refl ection and encouragement. 

For more information or to register online, go to 
www.MomsinPrayer.org/ComeToMe
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Bachmann & Associates 
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Specializing in helping men, women and 
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Christian Examiner staff report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Ameri-
ca’s prisons have become a hotbed 
of evangelistic activity, according to 
a new Pew Research Center survey 
of professional chaplains assigned 
to minister there.

“Religion in Prisons: A 50-State 
Survey of Prison Chaplains,” con-
ducted by the center’s Forum on 
Religion & Public Life division 
found that 74 percent of the 
prison chaplains say that efforts by 
inmates to proselytize or convert 
other inmates are either very com-
mon (31 percent) or somewhat 
common (43 percent). About 
three-quarters of the chaplains 
say that a lot (26 percent) or some 
(51 percent) religious switching 
occurs among inmates in the 
prisons where they work. Many 
chaplains report growth from 
religious switching in the num-
bers of Muslims and Protestant 
Christians, in particular.

The survey also explored the 
question of religious extremism, 
a frequent talking point since the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. More than 
one-third of the clergy polled said 
that religious extremism is either 
very common (12 percent) or 
somewhat common (29 percent) 
among inmates. 

Religious extremism is reported 
by the chaplains as especially com-
mon among Muslim inmates—in-
cluding followers of the Nation 
of Islam and the Moorish Science 
Temple of America—and, to a sub-
stantial but lesser degree, among 

followers of pagan or earth-based 
religions such as Odinism and 
other small religious groups of 
which many Americans may have 
never heard. 

Just over a fi fth of the respon-
dents said that religious extrem-
ism seldom poses a threat to the 
security of the facility in which 
they work, with only 4 percent of 
chaplains saying religious extrem-
ism among inmates “almost always” 
poses a threat to prison security and 
an additional 19 percent saying it 
“sometimes” poses a threat.

The survey, conducted from 
Sept. 21 to Dec. 23 and released 
in late March, also sought to get 
a picture of the religious make-up 
of inmates since most prisons track 
the data but do not make it public.

On average, the chaplains sur-
veyed say that Christians as a whole 
make up about two-thirds of the 
inmate population in the facilities 
where they work. Protestants are 
seen, on average, as comprising 51 
percent of the inmate population, 
Catholics 15 percent and other 
Christian groups less than 2 per-
cent. The median estimate of the 
share of Protestants is 50 percent, 
meaning that half of the chaplains 
estimate that Protestants comprise 
more than 50 percent of the inmate 
population where they work, and 
half of the chaplains estimate the 
fi gure to be below that.

At the same time, the survey 
found that a majority (77 percent 
total) of chaplains reported that 
there is either “a lot” of religious 
switching (26 percent) or “some” 

switching of religious affi liation 
among inmates (51 percent).

Among chaplains who report 
that at least some switching occurs 
within the correctional facilities 
where they work, about half (51 
percent) report that Muslims are 
growing in number, and 47 per-
cent say the same about Protestant 
Christians. A sizable minority (34 
percent) of chaplains answering 
this question also say that followers 
of pagan or earth-based religions 
are growing.

The religious affi liations of the 
chaplains themselves was also stud-
ied with 71 percent of those polled 
identifying as Protestants, 13 per-
cent Catholics, 7 percent Muslims 
and the remainder other religions, 
including Judaism and Native 
American spirituality. A plurality of 
the chaplains (44 percent) consid-
er their faith to be part of the evan-
gelical Protestant tradition while 
15 percent come from a mainline 
Protestant tradition and 7 percent 
are from a historically black Protes-
tant tradition.

Researchers attempted to con-
tact all 1,474 professional chaplains 
working in state prisons across the 
country, and 730 chaplains re-
turned completed questionnaires, 
a response rate of nearly 50 per-
cent. Funding for the survey was 
underwritten by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation.

To see the entire report, includ-
ing the chaplains’ thoughts on 
faith-based training and re-entry 
programs, visit www.pewforum.org.

Pew study provides rare window 
into religion behind bars 

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Last month, more 
than 150 evangelical leaders endorsed 
a new immigration reform message and 
delivered the message to congressional 
leaders and representatives from the 
Obama administration.

The “Evangelical Statement of Prin-
ciples for Immigration Reform” is a 
bipartisan call to immigration reform.

The leaders also formally announced 
the development of an “Evangelical Im-
migration Table,” which will be used to 
advance the reform message and build 
support in the nation’s pews. The Table 
was more than a year in the works and 
represents leaders from various politi-
cal and theological perspectives. 

The leaders believe that “humane 
immigration reform should be a 
moral priority and told stories of how 
concerted outreach to evangelical 
churches and colleges is already shift-
ing opinions on immigration reform 
among the evangelical grassroots,” 
according to a press release.

“As evangelical Christian leaders,” 
the statement reads, “we call for a 
bipartisan solution on immigration 
that respects the God-given dignity of 
every person; protects the unity of the 
immediate family; respects the rule 
of law; guarantees secure national 
borders; ensures fairness to taxpayers; 
[and] establishes a path toward legal 
status and/or citizenship for those 
who qualify and who wish to become 
permanent residents.”

The statement was signed by a 
variety of evangelical leaders, in-
cluding Leith Anderson, president 
of the National Association of Evan-
gelicals (NAE); Jim Daly, president 

of Focus on the Family; Jim Wallis, 
president and CEO of Sojourn-
ers; and Noel Castellanos, CEO 
of Christian Community Develop-
ment Association.

Anderson, who is also a former 
senior pastor of Wooddale Church in 
Eden Prairie, believes evangelicals are 
becoming more engaged in the issue 
of immigration reform.

“Evangelical engagement with 
immigration reform has substan-
tially increased in the last two 
years,” he said via the release. 
“From study of the Bible’s teaching 
about immigrants to concern for 
fi xing America’s immigration sys-
tem, evangelicals are saying ‘this is 
the time’ for immigration reform.”

Dr. Carlos Moran of the Na-
tional Hispanic Christian Lead-
ership Conference called on 
Christians to see the Imago Dei 
in all people.

“Our evangelical optics require 
us to see the Imago Dei, the im-
age of God in every human being, 
poor and rich, white and black, 
citizen and immigrant,” he said. 
“Today, collaboratively we raise a 
clarion call as leaders of faith and 
followers of Jesus for all Christians 
and people of faith to repudiate 
political expediency and embrace 
a prophetic posture of compassion-
ate justice—justice that will secure 
our borders; our families; our val-
ues; hardworking, God-loving im-
migrants and the image of God in 
every human being.”

Evangelical leaders call 
for immigration reform

To read more about the immigration 
reform proposals, visit www.nae.net. 
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Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens 
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug 
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information 
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our 
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Please visit www.mntc.org  
for more info on employment, volunteer,  

and internship opportunities.

Program Staff 
Looking for FT and PT Women’s Program Staff. Assertive men and women 
needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring relation-
ships with residents in our residential program. A good driving record is 
required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short 
Term/Men & Women's Programs. 

Program Staff RN 
PT nurse needed to review program applications & perform assessments, 
assist with intake process, and consult with students on their medical needs 
& medications. Previous experience working with mental illness/chemically 
dependent community, as well as previous triage experience is strongly 
desired. Computer proficiency required & minimum 5 years of nursing experi-
ence. PT, flexible hours, $20/hr Email resume to: jobs@mntc.org

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

Donate any  
Motorized 

Vehicle 
In Any 

Condition 
Help send an  

underprivileged  
child to Camp 
Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax 
Deduction 

Tax Deductible  
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call: 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent local church

CARS FOR 
COMPASSION

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC 
Financial Advisors 

Certified Public Accountant

Office 952-432-7770 952-432-7775 
david@davidshabazcpa.com

7300 W 147th

WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Arcangel808.com. Arcangel808: My struggle to know 
and serve Jesus Christ. 

 AUTOMOBILE
Top money for your used car. Call (651) 398-7388 
Ken Ray.  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Christian values income opportunity. High Tech 
Manufacturer offers unique opportunity for Christian 
families home based business. Call 1-800-667-9851 
for recorded message and information, or leave con-
tact info at www.ecobusiness.com/vicvee/Christian.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

HEALTH & FITNESS
Bouari Clinic of Eden Prairie:  Natural, safe, effective 
weightloss.  Time tested, sensible, healthy approach.  
Call for your free consultation: (952) 388-6160, 
bouarimn.com

HELP WANTED
       Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: 
Christian outreach housing project needs a part-time 
& full-time licensed alcohol and drug counselor for 
this Christian faith based Outpatient program. If you 
are interested, please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.

Pastor. Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
St. Paul, MN, a Conservative Lutheran (TAALC), is in 
need of a full time dynamic pastor. Contact Fred Hall 
(651) 485-1845. 

  LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian woman to be live-in aide. Assist 
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian 
ministry. Drivers license. No experience necessary 
– will train. Flexible hours. Room, wages. Nice neigh-
borhood. St. Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

MERCHANDISE
  Christian and Inspirational Iron-Ons. Bold, color-
ful and colorfast. Visit   revelantiron-ons.com today!

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
  Would you like to Evangelize: Could you use some 
training? Join us as we reach out to the Twin Cities. 
(612) 202-0842. Street Ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
pga100@msn.com.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
  Worship Leader Available: Ralph Hepola, piano & 
vocals: (612) 803-8914.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                              We are looking for a 3rd Christian female roommate 
to rent a sizeable bedroom in Golden Valley. Rent is 
$460 with utilities.  Garaged parking is an option. 
Room available immediately. Call (612) 801-0527.

C  rystal. Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, no drugs, no pets. 
$450 + deposit, all utilities included. Available im-
mediately. Please call (763) 370-7168, gary_two@
hotmail.com.

Brooklyn Center; Christian females to share my 
home, laundry & kitchen. No drinking, smoking, 
drugs or pets. $400 each plus deposit, 2 females; or 
$700 plus deposit, one female. All utilities included. 
Available immediately. Please call (612) 229-0703.

Mature female roommate wanted to share house 
with elderly woman near Excelsior and Chanhassen. 
Private upper half-story bedroom plus garage, laundry, 
cable, internet. Can you help with preparing meals, 
and a little driving? Rent as low as $400. Please email 
momknitter987@gmail.com.

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

B    arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Interior/Exterior painting: Quality job at a reasonable 
price. Ten years experience. Mark, (763) 744-8331.

Available for housecleaning. Reliable, dependable 
and affordable rates. Corrine (763) 566-4761.

TIME SHARE FOR SALE
Time Share for Sale. Park Plaza-Park City, Utah. Float-
ing week, Anytime. One bedroom. Asking $10,000, 
make offer. Call (714) 892-7810. (No brokers please).

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, www.
wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED
Want ride to Orlando, Florida theme Bible park. 
Group Travel. (763) 571-8814.

Visit us online at 
www.minnesota.christianexaminer.com
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Where Words Are Transformed

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a 
writer, editor and communications director. His articles 
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LifeWay Christian Stores.
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info@christianexaminer.com with 

your name and mailing address.
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dans who lived outside the coun-
try return home. Kyambadde’s 
father did so.

“Half of my schooling was done 
in Kenya, and the rest was done in 
Uganda,” Kyambadde said. “I have 
no college education. I am a high 
school dropout.”

Kyambadde had the fi rst of 
her three children when she was 
19. Her hopes of pursing an edu-
cation seemed lost.

“When my youngest would 
have turned 10, I wanted to go 
to London and just pursue a 
degree in communications be-
cause that’s what I really want-
ed,” she said. 

However, that didn’t work out.

Moving to the U.S.
In 1999, Kyambadde came to 

the United States with the goal 
of going back to school and then 
returning to Uganda. By this 
time she had six kids to care for: 
her three biological children 
and three adopted kids. Since 
she needed to pay for schooling 
for the kids, she was again un-
able to pursue her goals of con-
tinuing her education.

By 2010, Kyambadde thought 
she was “growing old, and I didn’t 
think I could ever go back to school 
because I thought I had run out of 
time. I am a very good listener of 
KTIS 900. [After listening], I real-
ized there is so much knowledge 
here in America that if only my 
people in Uganda got some of this 
knowledge, it would be a better 
country.”

Nevertheless, she felt she “had 
no way of doing that.”

Yet amidst her despair, God 

was laying the groundwork for 
something powerful for Kyam-
badde and her former country 
of Uganda.

Lead Like Jesus
During this time, Kyambadde 

met a couple who had recently 
gone through the Lead Like 
Jesus seminar. The ministry, 
founded by Ken Blanchard and 
Phil Hodges, helps train leaders 
“so that God is glorifi ed, people 
are served and organizations are 
more effective in impacting the 
world for the Kingdom of God,” 
according to its website.

“I attended their fi rst class, 
and I really, really loved it,” 
Kyambadde said. “And I said, 
‘This is what my country needs.’ 
Uganda is almost 98 percent 
Christians, and churches fi ll on 
Sundays. But those are the same 
people who go to work on Mon-
days, and those are the corrupt 
offi cials … I don’t think that the 
corrupt offi cials come from out-
side … If we taught Lead Like 
Jesus to Uganda—give it to the 
people—maybe this will help 
change the way people are … 
and transform a country.”

Now when the opportunity 
presented itself to take the Lead 
Like Jesus ministry to Uganda, 
Kyambadde couldn’t utter the 
words “I don’t know” anymore. 
She had made a commitment 
not to use those words as an ex-
cuse anymore.

Once the decision was made 
to bring Lead Like Jesus to 
Uganda and have Kyambadde 
help direct the trip, things be-
gan to move quickly.

“I called my friend,” Kyam-
badde said. “She works for the 
government [in Uganda]. She 
had shared [the Lead Like Jesus 

course idea] with one of the gov-
ernment offi cials and they said, 
‘This is what we need.’”

Shortly thereafter, Kyambadde 
received a call from a Uganda 
government offi cial who said 
that 100 people there needed to 
attend the seminar.

“By the end of the week,” Ky-
ambadde recalled, “we had 500 
[people].”

Training Ugandans
In 2011, Kyambadde and a 

team of 14 others took the Lead 
Like Jesus seminar to Uganda.

“One of the things that has 

PHOTO BY BETTY LIEDTKE

(L-R) Karen McGuire, Lead Like Jesus vice president, Tabitha Kyambadde and Rich Meiss, Lead Like Jesus Master Facilitator, 
being interviewed by a Ugandan TV station.

been close to my heart is that 
the ministers in my country are 
not trained,” she said. “I believe 
that if they are properly trained 
… and discerning the Word of 
God, that country would be a 
very marvelous country.” 

During their two-week trip, 
more than 1,700 Ugandans were 
trained in leadership, far sur-
passing the initial goal of 100 
people.

“For the fi rst time in the histo-
ry of Uganda,” Kyambadde said, 
“we had the Anglicans, the Cath-
olics, the Methodists … together 
in one room in one accord, with-
out competition, studying the 
same thing.”

At the end of the program, 
participants washed each other’s 
feet in a moving ceremony.

“It’s a really, really powerful 
ceremony at the end of the pro-
gram,” Liedtke said. “And just 
as Jesus washed the feet of the 
apostles, ceremoniously, we dis-
tribute these little shoe cloths 
and give them to everyone and 
then have them wash each oth-
er’s feet.”

Special purpose
In the years since she has been 

For more information about Kyam-
badde’s ministry, email tkafricanmis-
sions@gmail.com or call (612) 367-
6262. For more information about the 
ministry Lead Like Jesus, visit www.
leadlikejesus.com.

UGANDA…
Continued from page 1

in the U.S., God has helped Ky-
ambadde see His plan for her 
life, a plan that involved bring-
ing Jesus and leadership training 
to her home country.

“In 2008, I had given up,” she 
said. “I didn’t know why I was 
here. Nothing made sense to 
me. Nothing at all. I was here. 
I was a mother. I was a sister 
… and I’m here in this strange 
land; I don’t even know what I’m 
doing here. It doesn’t seem like 
anything I came to do is working 
out. To me I had failed at every-
thing.”

At that time she wanted to go 
back home.

But she soon found that going 
back home involved more than 
moving to a new location; it in-
volved sharing Christ with her 
home country.

“I didn’t know that God had a 
special purpose for my life,” she 
said.
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Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

“I love cfaith!”

visit us today!

a clear message that the faith-
based institutions and private 
businesses affected by the HHS 
Mandate here in Minnesota will 
not violate their consciences by 

complying with it.”     
Gibson also explained that the 

rally had nothing to do with access 
to contraception.

“There is no ‘war on contracep-

tion’ in our country,” he said. 
“Contraception is already widely 
and cheaply available. What’s re-
ally under attack today is religious 
freedom.”

Some 2,000 people protested the HHS Mandate at the U.S. Courthouse in Minneapolis in June. PRO-LIFE ACTION MINISTRIES

Thousands rally against HHS mandate on contraceptives
Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — Some 2,000 
people rallied at the U.S. Court-
house in Minneapolis in June to 
protest the controversial Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Man-
date. The mandate would require 
religious organizations to provide 
contraceptives, sterilizations and 
abortion-inducing drugs through 
their health plans, a proposal 
many fi nd objectionable due to 
their moral, ethical or religious 
positions.

The Twin Cities Stand Up for 
Religious Freedom Rally coincided 
with rallies in 160 other cities across 
the country. The local rally was 
organized by Pro-Life Action Min-
istries (PLAM) and the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference.

Speakers included the Most Rev-
erend John M. LeVoir, Bishop of 
the Diocese of New Ulm; six-time 
All-Pro football player Matt Birk; 
Gary Borgendale, local ministry 
director of AM980 KKMS Christian 
Talk Radio; Jason Adkins, executive 
director and general counsel, Min-
nesota Catholic Conference; and 
Brian Gibson, executive director 
of PLAM, among other speakers.

The rally was held only a few 
short weeks from the anticipated 
Supreme Court ruling on the 
Affordable Care Act, which is 
likely to be released in late June 
or early July.

“If the Affordable Care Act is 
ruled unconstitutional, we must 
ensure that religious freedom 
will be protected in subsequent 
health care legislation,” said 
Gibson, via a news release. “But 
if [it] is not struck down, we are 
sending the federal government 

For more information on PLAM, visit 
www.plam.org or www.standuprally.
com.
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A great day of family fun, networking, and christian music

7th Annual!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012

at Minneapolis Convention Center

www.ChristianFair.com

Now accepting vendor registration

12,000 - 15,000 people 
expected to attend this year

Vendors: Contact Lana Branham at 763.245.6355 or by email at lanab1912@aol.com

WHO SHOULD BE A VENDOR?
 Ministries
 Churches
 Recreation Venues
 Music Ministries
 Camps

 Schools/Colleges
 Local and National 

Businesses
 Publishing Houses
 Artists


