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TWIN CITIES — It was dark, 
terribly dark. And wet. The Me-
kong River, on the border of Laos 
and Thailand was at fl ood stage. 
September is monsoon season in 
Southeast Asia, and this year—
1978—was no exception.

Crossing the river was the only 
escape. 

When you’re in the water and 
it’s night, “you don’t know what’s 
coming downstream,” said Cher 
Moua, “bamboos or tree logs or 
snakes or whatever. So you just 
[rush] into the river hoping that 
you’ll get to the other side to 

safety.”
But Moua didn’t, at least not 

right away.

Becoming refugees
Cher Moua was born in the ear-

ly 1960s in Laos, just as the Viet-
nam confl ict began to envelope 
Southeast Asia. His parents were 
illiterate, so they did not record 
the day or year of his birth. How-
ever, Moua believes it was 1962 or 
1963. He was born the youngest of 
six boys.

In 1967, Moua began elemen-
tary school in the village of Ban 
Phou Huard, Xiengkhouang, 
Laos. Two years later, in 1969, the 

region was invaded by the Com-
munists and the family had to 
fl ee, never to return to the area.

The family spent the next sev-
eral years during the Vietnam War 
roaming the jungles of Laos, stay-
ing several months in one loca-
tion and then moving to another 
area for several months again be-
fore moving on.

The Vietnam confl ict eventu-
ally ended in 1975, but the fam-
ily continued to roam the jungles 
of Laos until 1978, when they at-
tempted to leave via the Mekong 
River. Their fi rst attempt—in 

Rescued
A plea in a jungle river 
ultimately leads to salvation

Cher Moua (top row, third from left) escaped Laos in the late 1970s and eventually received asylum in the U.S. 

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — When the presi-
dent of Northwestern College—Dr. 
Alan Cureton—asked the faculty in 
2002 if it was time to consider going 
to university status, the recommen-
dation was no. Cureton asked the 
same question again in 2011—this 
time with a different response from 
the faculty: the school was ready for 
a name change.

Last month, after two years of 
study and analysis, Cureton offi cial-
ly announced the name change to 
a gathering of students, faculty and 
other interested parties.

Northwestern College will of-
fi cially become the University of 
Northwestern – St. Paul on July 1; 
however, Cureton noted the school 
has been operating as a university 
for several years.

“What’s been driving [the univer-
sity designation] is the resurrection 
of the graduate program,” he said. 
“We dropped it in 1956, and so we 
brought it back in 2006—50 years 
later. We have created fi ve graduate 
programs, and we are in the pro-
cess of adding a sixth. There’s also 
a potential for more.”

Northwestern College 
announces name change
School to become the University 
of Northwestern – St. Paul

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — A simple conver-
sation several years ago got the ball 
rolling. That conversation, coupled 
with the hard work of numerous peo-
ple, will eventually help to transform 
the vocational lives and future ambi-
tions of hundreds of people. 

The conversation was with two 
colleagues at the Union Gospel 
Mission (UGM) in St. Paul. 

Nick Gisi is director of the men’s 
program at UGM.

Gisi recalled, “One day [a col-
league] came to my offi ce [and 
said], ‘You know, it’s always been 
a dream of mine to open up some 
kind of a training program for 
our clients … to give them voca-
tional training because the mission 
doesn’t have vocational training 
right now.’”

The two began to collaborate on 
the idea as it took shape over the 
next several years, and Gisi’s col-
league even used it as part of his 
Master’s degree project at the Uni-

Daily Diner opens in 
St. Paul’s Frogtown
UGM-sponsored restaurant will 
provide vocational training 

PHOTO BY WENDY NOBLE

The Daily Diner sits at the corner of Dale and University in St. Paul’s Frogtown 
neighborhood.

versity of Minnesota.
Several years after that initial 

conversation, the project had a 
name and a site: the Daily Diner in 
the Frogtown neighborhood in St. 
Paul opened in April of this year.

The restaurant serves traditional 
American favorites and is open 

from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. on Sunday. The interior is 
bright with clean lines, where din-
ers can look into the kitchen and 
see their food being prepared.

See DINER, page 2

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — Seven months 
after Minnesota voters defeated the 
marriage amendment, legislators 
passed and the governor signed 
into law a bill that permits same-
sex marriage in the state. The law, 
which will take effect Aug. 1, makes 
Minnesota the 12th state in the na-
tion to allow same-sex marriage.

The law’s passage occurred 
amidst a year of intense debate and 
campaigning from those on both 
sides of the issue. Leading up to the 
amendment vote last November, 
polls showed voters were equally 
split. However, the amendment gar-

nered only 47 percent of the vote, 
thus defeating attempts to constitu-
tionally defi ne marriage in the state 
as between a man and a woman. 

Riding a wave of newly won pub-
lic support, same-sex marriage 
supporters carried their victory in 
November to state legislators and 
the governor, who acted quickly to 
enact same-sex marriage into law.   

Immediate impact
While the law will not take effect 

for several more months, pastors, 
religious leaders and legal scholars 
are attempting to sort through its 

Minnesota becomes 
12th state to allow 
same-sex marriage
New law to take effect Aug. 1

See NEW LAW, page 6

See UNIVERSITY, page 2

See RESCUED, page 3
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For more information about the 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities, 
visit www.ugmstpaul.org. For more 
information about the Daily Diner 
Frogtown, including menu options, 
visit www.dailydinerfrogtown.com.

While the resurrection of gradu-
ate programs was a helpful push 
toward university status, there were 
also several more developments 
that helped make the decision.

“As we continue to grow our 
global reach, it becomes impor-
tant for us to be called a ‘univer-
sity’ because the word ‘college’ in 
many parts of the world means post 
high school,” Cureton added. “In 
American jargon, ‘college’ means 
higher ed. In the world jargon, it 
means post high school. We need 
to use the language of the world. 
As we become more global, which 
has always been our ethos since Dr. 
Riley founded the school in 1902, it 
becomes even more critical.”

Cureton also noted that the 
name change “refl ects the grow-
ing academic rigor and extensive 
research” occurring at the school. 
In relation, the school just an-
nounced its 10th Fulbright Scholar 
in the last 10 years.

The school currently offers 70 
undergraduate and fi ve graduate 
programs along with its popular 
adult education program. Inter-
national partnerships are also on-
going with Daystar University in 
Kenya, Karunya University in India 
and a program in Ecuador.

As with many organization-wide 
changes, there is always a chance 
for pushback from alumni. How-

UNIVERSITY…
Continued from page 1

Northwestern College President Dr. Alan Cureton announces that the college has 
achieved university status and will be changing its name, effective July 1.

ever, Cureton said the response 
from students and alumni has been 
“overwhelmingly positive.”

“Many of the graduates love the 
idea of having university now in their 
diploma or their resume,” he said. “A 
number of people believe it accurately 
describes who we are. [A]s we found out 
in our extensive research with alumni 
and constituents … they wanted us 
to keep the word Northwestern. That 
was overwhelmingly positive from our 

constituents.”
While the name may change, 

Cureton said the school’s commit-
ments will not and he hopes people 
understand that.

“My hope is that they immedi-
ately recognize an institution that’s 
holding fi rm to its mission, while 
the Lord is expanding our outreach 
and territory,” he said. “We are not 
changing what we’re about, but we 
are changing how we deliver.”

The Daily Diner boasts a scratch 
kitchen, meaning 95 percent of the 
items on its menu are made from 

scratch. Many of them are recipes 
the chef has developed.

Managing the venture are David 
Lindahl, who has more than 35 
years of management experience 
and Executive Chef Jason Koehn, 
who worked for 20 years with the 

Champps Americana Chain of 
Restaurant.

Over the years, the Frogtown 
neighborhood in St. Paul hasn’t 
always had the best reputation, 
but Gisi sees that reality as part of 
its appeal.

“We looked at 50 or 60 sites 
[before choosing the current loca-
tion],” he said. “We fi nally decided 
on this one because fi rst of all, it’s 
an area in transition. The UGM 
wants to be part of changing the 
community … we’re very vested 
into the community. It’s on a very 
visible intersection right here, right 
by the light rail. All those were 
taken into consideration.”

The restaurant, which sits right 
on the corner, only a few feet from 
where the light rail will run, has 
residential housing on the upper 
fl oors and retail shops on the 
street level.

Giving people a chance
Outside of the scratch kitchen, 

comfort food and the investment 
in a neighborhood in transition is 
the Daily Diner’s mission of chang-
ing lives.

The restaurant serves as voca-
tional training for men and women 
who are working their way out 
of homelessness and poverty—
through the multiple programs 
available at UGM, which include 
life after prison, work therapy and 
recovery. The restaurant offers 
training in a variety of skills that 
graduates can then utilize in jobs 
in the restaurant industry, making 
it one of only two other programs 
in the country operating on the 
same premise. 

In a media statement, the Rev. 
Ken Peterson, executive director of 
UGM, said: “Utilizing the Our Daily 
Bread vocational training program, 
the Union Gospel Mission teaches 
real-world food service skills to our 
students, equipping them with 
the tools necessary to work in the 
hospitality industry when they 
graduate. At the Daily Diner, our 
students learn time management, 
customer service, multi-tasking and 
kitchen skills and practice these 
skills in a full-service restaurant 
setting, working side by side with 
professional hospitality staff.”

Many of UGM’s clients come to 
the mission with less than stellar job 
histories, as a result of numerous 
and diverse factors.

“The people who come to us 
usually have had a really bad work 
history,” Gisi said. “They’ve had 
very sporadic jobs, maybe they’ve 
been on a job for maybe a year at 
the most. So what we wanted to 
do, we wanted to give them skills 
[not] just in the restaurant industry 
… [but] those soft skills that you 

need to develop in people that have 
never really had a successful work 
history, such as coming to work 
on time, being responsible, being 
productive, setting goals, that type 
of thing.”

In addition, participants will 
have the opportunity to attend 
classes that address those issues and 
other issues that may be preventing 
them from attaining meaningful 
employment, including addiction 
issues. They will receive training 
in writing cover letters and re-
sumes and going through mock 
interviews. 

Of all the clients who come to 
UGM looking for help, Gisi said 
there is no “typical” background 
or story that describes them ad-
equately.

“Some of the guys have had just 
dead-end jobs,” he said. “A lot of 
the times it’s an anger management 
issue, where they get angry at a 
job—at a co-worker or a boss—and 
they quit. So they go from job to job 
to job. We get people who are doc-
tors, who have been at a practice 
for a number of years but circum-
stances … they became homeless 
or became addicted. There is no 
typical.”

Gisi continued: “Some of the 
people who are my clients are just so 
talented. The stereotypical person 
you think of being homeless really 
isn’t. Homelessness knows no face; 
it’s just everything.”

Changing lives 
  Looking ahead fi ve or 10 years, 

Gisi hopes the Daily Diner will have 
“changed people’s lives. That’s the 
main thing. That’s what our pas-
sion is. That’s what we want to do: 
be able to take people … give them 
hope that they can become self sus-
taining and give the hope to go out 
and get a job.”

That hope can take many differ-
ent forms.

“I was talking to a client just the 
other day, and he said, ‘All I want 
to do is be able to pay taxes. I want 
to pay taxes. I want to be able to do 
that,’” Gisi recalled the person say-
ing. “‘Just become a viable member 
of the community.’”

DINER…
Continued from page 1
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To order a copy of “Crossing the 
River,” visit www.inspiringvoices.com 
and search for the book title.

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Counseling Care
 Professional Christian Counselors 

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

KIM — Most of my life was complete 
chaos. Dysfunction was all I knew and 
drugs became a way for me to escape 
the pain. Thirteen years of drug addic-
tion caused great pain and took me 
from my friends and my home. Some-
thing had to change, or I would soon 
be dead. While at my weakest point, 
God used a faithful friend to lead 
me to MnTC. Here I encountered 
the unfailing love of Jesus that has 
restored me to the person I am today. 
I discovered that through Him there 
is freedom and joy that I never knew 
existed. After complet-
ing an internship at 
MnTC, I now work full 
time and plan to go 
into ministry.

1977—had failed.
This time, however, their persis-

tence would be rewarded.
The family, along with hundreds of 

other refugees, had gathered along 
the banks of the Mekong River, hoping 
to make it across to Thailand. Moua’s 
mother [his father had died by then; 
Moua doesn’t know how or exactly 
when] and some other family members 
were “fortunate enough to get into a 
canoe to cross the river to Thailand 
relatively safely,” Moua said. But for 
six family members, including Moua, 
three brothers, a sister-in-law and a 
niece, they had to swim.

“We used bamboo logs … put under 
our arm pits, used that as a fl oat,” he 
said.

Moua, his family members and the 
other fl eeing refugees jumped into the 
raging waters after dark, hoping when 
they arrived on the other side, they 
would be safe, ready to start a new life.

“My niece and me [didn’t make it 
across easy],” Moua said. “We were 
tied together, so we couldn’t separate 
from each other. Fifteen minutes into 
the swimming, I felt like my chest was 
going to burst. So I couldn’t swim 
anymore. Instead of swimming, we 
were drifting …”

Drifting in a raging river across en-
emy territory at night, not knowing if 
you are about to drown, be captured 
or killed by enemy forces or be bitten 
by a snake.

“About one mile south, there was a 
smaller body of water that intersected 
with the Mekong River forming a whirl-
pool,” Moua continued. “So we were 
drifting into that whirlpool … fl oating 
in that whirlpool from 9:00 p.m. to 
roughly 4:00 a.m. or 5:00 a.m. the next 
morning. As we were fl oating in the 
river, I was praying, calling to whoever 
could hear it, ‘Come rescue us.’” 

As night slipped into morning, 
Moua’s pleas were heard.

A group of Thai soldiers arrived 
by boat and plucked the two out of 
the river.

The fi rst question they asked the 
drenched duo, however, was, “Where 
is your money?” 

By that time, Moua had nothing left 
on him. He was exhausted, completely 
drenched and had to jettison his clothes 
in order to stay afl oat.

‘Crossing the River: One Man’s 
Journey from Darkness to Light’ tells 
the life story of Cher Moua.

RESCUED…
Continued from page 1

“Instead of pushing me overboard,” 
Moua recalled, “they took me and my 
niece to shore. They actually built a 
bonfi re to warm us up and give us 
clothes to put on. At 7:00 a.m. … they 
told [a] soldier to take these kids to 
the bus stop and pay the fare for these 
kids to go reunite with their family.”

That perilous journey—living in 
the jungle for years, escaping Laos 
and swimming to safety in Thai-
land—was fi nally over. But another 
journey was just beginning.

Finding Christ
After eight months in a refugee 

camp in Thailand, Moua, his moth-
er and two of his brothers received 
asylum and arrived in Washington, 
D.C., on June 24, 1979. After a 
short time in the nation’s capitol, 
the family moved to Pittsburgh, 
where they had a relative. 

 “That’s where we settled,” Moua 
said. “We lived in Pittsburgh for 
four years. [I] went to high school 
there, graduated from high school 
there [and] got married there.”

And soon after they arrived, Moua 
would be introduced to Christ.

“One Sunday morning [in 1980], 
the pastor who had a church a cou-
ple of blocks down the street from 
where we lived came with a couple 
of other former missionaries to 
Laos,” Moua said. [He] knocked on 
the door and invited me [to walk 
with them to church. We] were ush-
ered into the worship service, and 
we sat through it.”

After the service, Moua thought 

“that would be the last time [we 
ever came back].”

But fortunately it wasn’t. The pastor 
and some other church members con-
tinued to reach out to Moua, and six 
months later, he came to know Christ 
and was baptized.

What’s next?
The pastor who helped lead 

Moua to Christ told Moua that he 
thought he should be a pastor. 

“I wanted to become a lawyer,” 
Moua said. “My ambition was to be 
a lawyer.”

Nevertheless, the pastor helped 
Moua apply and get accepted to 
Toccoa Falls College in Georgia, 
where Moua received his Bache-
lor’s degree in Bible Theology and 
Pastoral Ministry.

That led to Minnesota, where 
Moua moved to help plant a 
Hmong church with Calvary Baptist 
Church in 1990. 

During the 1990s, Moua noted 
that gangs had become a problem 
in the Hmong community.

“The Hmong family, in my mind, 
was disintegrating, fragmenting,” 
he said. “The Lord spoke to my 
heart to do something about it be-
yond the church walls.”

So he put tougher a two-page 
proposal and sent it to a Chris-
tian businessman. Several months 
passed without a response.

Then a letter arrived, and it con-
tained a $10,000 check. The letter 
read: “Use this gift to do whatever 
the Lord is calling you to do.”

But he wasn’t completely sure yet 
what to do.

“I carried that check for another 
three months,” Moua said. “Every 
time I opened my briefcase, the 
check stared at me. I had to do 
something about it.”

Eventually he did, and the non-
profi t organization Family and 
Youth Advancement Services was 
founded in 1995.

But for the fi rst couple of years, 
the organization existed just on pa-
per—until late 1997 when it began 
to take off—eventually employing 
fi ve staff members and serving the 
needs of the Hmong community.

In 2005, Family and Youth Ad-
vancement Services merged with 
the Union Gospel Mission, becom-
ing Asian Ministries of the Union 
Gospel Mission.

Today, Moua serves as director of 
Asian Ministries at the Union Gospel 
Mission and as associate pastor of 

CrossCultural Evangelical Free Church 
in St. Paul.

He recently released the book, 
“Crossing the River: One’s Man’s Jour-
ney from Darkness to Light,” which 
chronicles his escape from Laos to 
Thailand and eventually to the U.S.

In part, he hopes his story will 
bring to light the plight of refugees 
to America.

“Refugees, especially political 
refugees, came to America not be-
cause they wanted to; they came 
because they have no choice but 
to [be here],” Moua said. “The cul-
tural challenge, the language chal-
lenge is a big challenge.”

Moua hopes the American public 
and the body of Christ understand 
this better so they can better com-
prehend the refugee journey.

Moua also hopes his story will en-
courage people that “God will ulti-
mately guide them and bring them 
to himself and see to it that they 
succeed in their lives, not necessar-
ily fi nancially or materially, but life 
in general.”
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A recent LifeWay Research sur-
vey caught my attention. The group 
surveyed nearly 3,000 Protestant 
Christians about whether people 
who know them are aware that they 
are a Christian. So in essence: Do 
your friends, co-workers, neighbors 
and acquaintances know you are a 
follower of Christ? 

The good news is that nearly 
three-fourths of those polled said 
people who know them are aware 
of their faith in Christ. However, 
nearly 30 percent said that wasn’t 
the case or gave an ambivalent re-
sponse.

The survey sought to identify the 
attribute “unashamed” as one of 
eight characteristics of discipleship 
of a maturing Christian. 

There are probably a variety of 
reasons why some respondents believe 
their friends do not necessarily know 
they are a believer. The person might 
not eagerly engage spiritual conversa-
tions; not be open to sharing what he or 

she perceives as personal information 
such as religious beliefs; or maybe is 
even intimidated about revealing his 
or her faith because of the cultural 
baggage that some apply to Christianity.

Regardless of all the reasons, the 
question should be a challenge to 
all believers. Look around your 
neighborhood, does the family 
across the street that comes over 
for bonfi res and barbeques several 
times each summer know you be-
lieve in Christ? Is your co-worker 
who partners with you on numer-
ous projects aware of your faith? 
Does that friend from high school 
you recently connected with again 
know your faith story? 

Those are challenging questions 
for us all. And, it’s not to say that we 
should overwhelm people we know 
with our faith stories whether they 
want to hear us out or not.

In fact, some of the best “witness-
ing” is done through listening or 
sharing our struggles. 

Several years back, a neighbor of 
mine who knew I was a believer and 
had attended seminary asked me 
to go for a walk one night. I knew 
something was on his mind, so I 
was eager to hear him out. After a 
while, he opened up to me about 
his faith background and some of 
the struggles—or obstacles—he 
had to traditional faith. His person-
al story involved less than positive 
experiences with formal religion. 

I listened, thinking I could get 
in a word here or there that would 
counter his experience. But some-
thing in me fought off that tempta-
tion. So I just listened—and walked 
with him.

Some time after that, we had a 
similar discussion about a certain 
theological issue. He couldn’t get 
his arms around it, and this was an-
other reason why he couldn’t buy 
into traditional faith. This time I 
listened to him, and we briefl y dis-
cussed the various perspectives. 

The reason I bring up this story 
is not because of anything special 
or worthy that I did. I wish I would 
have done more at the time.

However, the important part, I 
think, is that my neighbor knows 
I am a believer and sought me out 
when he had questions about faith, 
Christianity and religion. I didn’t 
necessarily offer him anything 
more unique than a listening ear.

The LifeWay survey and the ex-

perience with my neighbor both re-
minded me that when our friends 
and neighbors and co-workers 
know we profess faith in Christ, it 
can open the door for them to seek 
us out when they have questions 
or need answers or just want an in-
formed, listening ear. 

That doesn’t mean that person 
will necessarily come to faith—but 
it doesn’t mean, with the power of 
the Holy Spirit—that they won’t ei-
ther.

The survey, along with the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit, has 
made me cognizant again of be-
ing intentional about revealing my 
faith to others.

Do your neighbors know of your 
life-transforming faith in Christ? 
Your co-workers? Your friends?

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

The stern and determined face 
on Mount Rushmore accurately 
portrays the temperament and 
personality of George Washington, 
America’s fi rst president. Washing-
ton was amiable, modest and am-
bitious. His legendary self-control, 
silence in the face of criticism and 
aloofness were actually psychologi-
cal tactics to control his temper and 
deep emotional passions.

As a general in battle, president 
of the Constitutional Convention 
of 1787 and fi rst president of the 
United States of America, he was 
composed, relentless, learned from 
his mistakes and was obsessed with 
order.

Washington’s religious views fi t 
his temperament. Like his emo-
tions, he kept his religious views 
largely to himself. And, all who try 
to conscript his personal faith for 
their theological or political ends, 
whether evangelical or ACLU, will 
be sorely disappointed!

Born, raised and married in 
the Anglican/Episcopalian state 
church of Virginia, Washington—
like his father—was a vestryman 
in his parish church, a responsible 
leader. In this role, he helped col-
lect taxes that supported both the 

church and priest’s salary.
He rarely partook of Holy Com-

munion, a central sacrament of 
Anglican/Episcopalian worship. 
He spoke of God in abstract rather 
than personal terms: Providence, 
Grand Architect, Governor of the 
Universe, Supreme Ruler or Great 
Creator. He left almost no record 
about his personal faith. 

James Madison, close advisor to 
Washington in his fi rst administration 
and future president, said he was not 
interested in the theological particulars 
of the Christian faith. He merely took 
his religion as he found it. Clergymen 
who knew him were widely contradic-
tory in their assessment of his religious 

commitment. Some said he was a com-
mitted Christian, others said he was 
barely committed and still others said 
he was not a Christian at all.

Despite using the language of 
Deism, a theological and philo-
sophical view that affi rms God cre-
ated the world and then choose to 
be inaccessible to it, he was no De-
ist. He often thanked God for aid 
during the War of Independence, 
attributing victory in battle to God. 
He credited the successful found-
ing of America to God’s blessing, 
providence and direct interven-
tion.

Although Washington was the 
most reticent of all founders on 
the subject of religion, his actions 
had far-reaching consequences. He 
believed that vital religion, as he 
wrote to the Bishops of the Meth-
odist and Episcopal Church in May 
of 1789, was essential to democracy 
and social morality. Washington 
urged the Continental Congress 
to appoint chaplains and pay them 
more than captains in his Army.

Throughout the war, he insisted 
all offi cers and soldiers attend Sun-
day worship services unless on duty.

At a time when Protestants domi-
nated American society, Washing-

ton, a Protestant himself, rejected 
and banned anti-Catholic bashing. 
His General Order of November 9, 
1775, virtually ended the American 
tradition of “Pope’s Day,” a Hal-
loween-like festival of anti-Catholic 
revelry featuring the burning of the 
Pope in effi gy.

Washington appointed and later 
refused to fi re Rhode Island Chap-
lain John Murray. Evangelical chap-
lains sought his ouster on theo-
logical grounds. As a Universalist, 
Murray did not believe in hell.

Washington used the power of 
his position to affi rm, for the fi rst 
time in colonial history, the inter-
mingling of several religious tradi-
tions on an equal basis. Religious 
freedom and tolerance was experi-
enced throughout the war by those 
who fought it. Washington saw 
clearly the futility and hypocrisy of 
fi ghting for political rights while 
denying soldiers religious freedom.

At the end of the war, many of-
fi cers thought so highly of Wash-
ington that they put forth what 
historians call the “Newburgh Con-
spiracy.” They advocated that Wash-
ington should declare himself King. 
When the King of England, George 
III, heard about this conspiracy, he 

said if Washington resisted the mo-
narchial mantle he would be “… 
the greatest man in the world.” 

As history notes, Washington re-
fused becoming king but was elect-
ed president and retired to Mount 
Vernon after two terms. His person-
al infl uence lasted for several gen-
erations. Much of the political lead-
ership of America after his death in 
1799 came from the offi cer corps 
and soldiers of the Revolutionary 
War. The taste of religious freedom 
experienced in war was demanded 
in peace for all Americans.

Revolutionary War offi cer and 
Virginia native Henry Lee wrote of 
George Washington that “he was 
fi rst in war, fi rst in peace, fi rst in the 
hearts of his countrymen.” But his-
tory suggests another affi rmation to 
this famous testimonial. At a criti-
cal time in American and modern 
history, Washington was one of the 
fi rst to affi rm the importance of re-
ligious freedom.

Robert G. Duffett is president of 
Dakota Wesleyan University and 
a graduate of Bethel College and 
Seminary. On July 1, he will become 
president of Eastern University in 
suburban Philadelphia.

George Washington, a model of religious freedom

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Do your neighbors know you are a believer?

Robert Duffett

Immigration deformed: New bill is fl awed
There’s the story of a woman 

with fi ve kids who was asked if she 
had to do it all over again would she 
have fi ve children?

“Yes,” she said, “just not these 
fi ve.”

That’s the way I feel about the im-
migration “reform” bill introduced 
by the Senate’s bipartisan “Gang of 
8.” I’m all for an immigration bill, 
just not this immigration bill -- at 
least in its present form.

One of the “gang” members, Sen. 
Marco Rubio (R-FL.), indicated the bill 
has problems that need fi xing when he 
said in a recent interview: “Let’s try to 
fi x it. Let’s try to change it, but to just 
say let’s defeat the whole thing; I don’t 
think that’s a productive approach ei-
ther. I think this is a starting point that 
obviously we can and should improve.”

There is much to improve, 
maybe too much. The Daily Caller 
read through all 844 pages of the 
pending bill and found it contains 
“roughly 400 exemptions, excep-
tions, waivers, determinations and 

grants of discretion.” In fact, the 
Caller found, “The document men-
tions ‘discretion’ or ‘discretion-
ary’ 41 times ... ‘judge’ or ‘judges’ 
73 times ... determines is used 84 
times.” This bill has more holes in 
it than a Texas border fence.

Responding to a report by 
Ronald Mortensen, a fellow at 
the Center for Immigration Stud-
ies, which analyzed the Senate 
proposal, the center’s executive 
director, Mark Krikorian, offered, 
“Illegal aliens will be rewarded for 
breaking laws for which American 
citizens are routinely punished.” 
He cites as one example the use 
of a fraudulent Social Security 
card, which, he says, would cause 
an American citizen to face up to 
10 years in prison and a $250,000 
fi ne, but, he says, “...under this bill 
the illegal alien would face a $1,000 
penalty covering all his many of-
fenses, a penalty which in many 
cases will be waived.” According 
to Krikorian, the individual would 

then be “issued a new Social Secu-
rity number without any past bad 
credit or arrest records.” What’s 
with all the preferential treatment?

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL.), a member 
of the Gang of 8, said in a statement to 
Breitbart News, “The Gang of 8 made a 
promise that illegal immigrants will not 
be able to access public benefi ts. We 
already know that, once granted green 
cards and ultimately citizenship, illegal 
immigrants will be able to access all 

public benefi t programs at a great cost 
to taxpayers. We have, however, identi-
fi ed a number of loopholes that would 
allow illegal immigrants to draw public 
benefi ts even sooner than advertised.” 
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AR.) disagrees. So 
let’s close up the loopholes and debate 
it on the Senate fl oor.

Additional public benefi ts for 
illegal immigrants should not be 
seen as far-fetched, given a Boston 
Herald report about the family 
of the accused Boston Marathon 
bombers, whose residency may 
have been legal, but whose behav-
ior was not: “The Tsarnaev family, 
including the suspected terrorists 
and their parents, benefi ted from 
more than $100,000 in taxpayer-
funded assistance -- a bonanza 
ranging from cash and food stamps 
to Section 8 housing from 2002 to 
2012.” These were able-bodied peo-
ple. Why did they receive benefi ts? 
What loophole did the Tsarnaev 
family slip through?

Attorney General Eric Holder 

has taken the issue of breaking the 
law to new depths. In an April 24 
speech to the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Holder said that creating a 
“pathway to earned citizenship” is a 
“civil right.” If that’s so, why deny 
anyone from coming to America, 
even from nations that breed ter-
rorists?

As it stands, the bill is unlikely to 
pass. That’s why Sen. Rubio is right 
about the need to fi x it. If he were 
to introduce an amendment to ban 
an illegal from voting for 10 years, 
we might see Democratic support 
for the measure quickly fade. The 
Democratic Party appears interest-
ed in “importing” new Democratic 
voters. Illegal immigrants know 
this, which leads many of them to 
believe that even if they break the 
law to get here, they have a “right” 
to become American citizens. I 
don’t think so, do you?

© 2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

Cal Thomas
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 Communion reminds us of the exchanged life

Every square inch
Back in the late 1800s, Abraham 

Kuyper served as the prime minis-
ter of the Netherlands. In his Stone 
Lectures on Calvinism, at Princeton 
University, he made a memorable 
and important observation: “There 
is not one square inch of creation 
over which Jesus Christ, who is Lord 
of all, does not say, ‘This is mine! I 
own this.’”

It is easy to forget that, particu-
larly in our consumerist culture. 
But it’s not just our culture; there 
is also that little matter of the fall 
and sin entering into things. If you 
have ever spent time around tod-
dlers, you recognize how quickly 
they learn the word “mine!” Often, 
it is shouted. Loudly.

And so we live in the tension. 
As Christians, we know, but often 
forget, that it all belongs to Jesus 
Christ. As fallen humans, we would 
like to believe that it is all ours, and 
we want more of it. We fi nd our-
selves trapped in that quandary, 
wondering how to live faithfully 
and bring more and more of cre-
ation under the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ.

It has become clear to me, over 
the past few years, that this is both 
a personal battle and a cultural 
imperative. My favorite example is 
shocking, if you frame it properly. 

Think about the United States as a 
place where there was such social 
gravity around sobriety that alcohol 
(and its social impact) was hated 
and despised. Generally, our cul-
ture looks back on Prohibition as 
a bad idea, but that’s not the whole 
story.

The total temperance move-
ment—the teetotalers—refused to 
drink at all and waged a campaign 
for at least 40 years to change the 
attitude of Americans about the 
problem of alcohol. A largely Prot-
estant, Christian movement, it took 
time, but eventually the hearts 
and attitudes of society began to 
change. 

On Jan. 16, 1920, the 18th 
Amendment to the Constitution 
went into effect, making the sale, 

manufacture or promotion of alco-
hol illegal.

That was the problem. The tee-
totalers fought a battle to change 
people’s hearts and eventually won 
a political battle. And with that vic-
tory—Prohibition as the law of the 
land—they ceased to fi ght the real 
battle to see people care about sobri-
ety and holy living.

Admittedly, Prohibition was a 
complex issue, and there were ex-
cesses on both sides of the question. 
Even so, it was largely successful in 
reducing alcohol consumption and 
not only during the 1920s. Alcohol 
consumption did not rebound to 
pre-Prohibition levels until about 
1948.

Which brings me back to Abra-
ham Kuyper. If Christians really are 

about rescuing the perishing, storming 
the gates of hell and reclaiming every 
square inch of creation for Jesus Christ, 
then we need to remember that our 
most signifi cant battles are not won 
in the courts, the legislatures or the 
media. The real battles are won in 
the heart.

Honestly, I am amazed by the 
grace of God. Redemption really is 
a beautiful thing, and I have seen 
Jesus Christ transform the hearts, 
minds and lives of many people. 
Some were trapped in sins, addic-
tions, despair or utter hopelessness. 
The good news of Jesus Christ re-
ally is good news. 

I’ve seen God work redemp-
tion in my own life, in ways that 
are amazing, humbling and over-

whelming. More and more, I get 
to see that in the lives of others, as 
well.

When someone comes to faith in 
Jesus Christ, the difference is ob-
vious. How powerful to be able to 
say, “This is what redemption looks 
like.” 

It is pretty hard for people to dis-
miss the obvious transformation in 
a life set free by Jesus Christ.

Prohibition lasted just 13 years, 
and today alcohol pervades our 
North American culture. It fuels 
our professional sports, our com-
munity celebrations and so much 
more. It provides an important les-
son—the battle to redeem every 
square inch of creation will never 
be won in the corridors of power. It 
will be won in the hearts of people 
who experience real redemption 
through the blood of Jesus Christ. 
Political victories—or losses—will 
come, but that is no time to quit 
fi ghting the good fi ght.

Clearly, we have a lot of work to 
do.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

Communion used to make me 
nervous. What if the little shot 
glass was stuck in its little hole? 
I think the likelihood of sending 
grape juice into the air increases 
dramatically if you have to crank 
on it.

Even my husband doesn’t trust 
me. To secure the golden tray for 
me, he must fasten his hands in 
the 10 and two position. When 
the pastor fi nally quotes, “Do 
this in remembrance of me,” we 
are so relieved … until the baby 
saltines come our way. Are they 
as loud as the crunchy sound in 
my head? Maybe that’s why other 
churches use the kindler, gentler 
Styrofoam “bread.” 

It doesn’t matter. I often tried 
to imagine Jesus dying on the 
cross while asking God to forgive 
me for being clueless about the 
point of communion.

I meant no disrespect. I didn’t 
get it—until I dove into the sub-
ject. It changed everything.

When Western minds hear, “Do 
this in remembrance,” we tend to 
conjure up an imaginary reenact-
ment of Calvary. But for Jews, to 
“remember” was actually to par-
ticipate (now) in a past historical 
event. For example, when Jews “re-

member” the Passover of Exodus, 
they do not picture the past event 
but identify themselves as partici-
pants in that past event. 

Paul confi rms this past iden-
tifi cation by saying, “The cup of 
blessing that we bless, is it not 
a participation in the blood of 
Christ? The bread that we break, 
is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 
10:16).

This means that the Lord’s 
Supper is not a summons to in-
trospective visualization. If it was, 
then the effectiveness of “remem-
bering” would rest on our ability 
to psychologically travel back in 
time. Rather, to “Do this in re-

membrance of me” is to actively 
participate in the Lord’s death 
and resurrection. 

To partake is an open declara-
tion that together we are cruci-
fi ed with Christ (Galatians 2:20). 
Our life is now hidden in Him 
(Colossians 3:1 – 3). Just as the 
Holy Spirit creates faith through 
the preaching of the gospel, the 
Spirit creates faith through our 
participation in the Lord’s Sup-
per, confi rming the fabulous real-
ity of the exchanged life.

Apparently, the early believers 
brought to church their bread 
and wine from home. As gifts rep-
resenting their lives, they would 
leave them on the table to signify 
leaving behind the social statuses 
that identifi ed (and divided) 
them. For them, communion was 
a pronouncement. They were 
the body of Christ, the one new 
man—the new creation in Christ. 

Having received Christ’s righ-
teousness, they were enjoying a 
growing relationship of trust, love 
and grace, in which their union 
with Christ was realized more and 
more.

Oh, things weren’t always 
peachy. Church life is church life. 
It can easily get out of whack. 

Meeting in homes, the early 
believers were accustomed to 
table arrangements that ranked 
the guests according to affl uence 
(Luke 14:7 – 14). The expensive 
wine went to the powerful, the 
two-buck Chuck to the nine to 
fi ve crowd. Consequently, the 1 
percent were getting drunk and 
eating all the food before the 99 
percent even got off of work (1 
Corinthians 11:17 – 23)! 

By making distinctions, the 
church was drinking the cup of 
the Lord in an “unworthy man-
ner” (1 Corinthians 11:27 – 34). 
Paul rebukes them, telling them 
to “examine” themselves and re-
pent of such insensitive behavior. 
(It’s what Paul intends by “dis-
cerning the body.”)

Boy, how many times have I 
ripped these verses out of con-
text and mangled them? (By the 
way, the medieval church leaders 
warned people not to partake un-
til they achieved a state of purity. 
Most dropped out, feeling unwor-
thy or fearing they’d get sick and 
die.)

Paul never says that the bread 
and wine turn into Christ’s literal 
body and blood, or that Christ is 
in, with and under the elements 

or that it’s a time to picture the 
crucifi xion. But he does affi rm 
that partaking in communion is 
a participation in Calvary. It’s re-
ally a glorious reminder of the 
exchanged life we enjoy in Christ! 

Communion boldly celebrates 
the fact that our union in Christ 
is a present covenantal reality that 
will fi nd its complete fulfi llment 
when Christ returns in glory.

Mindful of this, communion has 
also become a time to pray for unity 
in our fellowship. In doing so, I’ve 
become more aware of the loners 
who are often on the “sidelines.” I 
pray that nobody is left out or hu-
miliated because they don’t make 
a lot of money, don’t have a “big” 
name or can’t grow a beard (be-
cause they’re female). 

For me, communion is now a 
stress-free celebration that con-
fi rms that “there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and fe-
male, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assis-
tant professor of Biblical Studies at 
Bethel University and a member at 
First Baptist Church of Minneapolis. 
She blogs at www.askdrglow.com. 

It is pretty hard for people 
to dismiss the obvious 
transformation in a life 
set free by Jesus Christ.
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implications for churches and reli-
gious organizations.

Prior to the vote, a group of in-
terfaith religious leaders sent a let-
ter to lawmakers urging them to 
protect traditional marriage defi ni-
tions and religious freedom, a con-
cern of many opposed to the bill.

In their letter, the group wrote, 
“If marriage is redefi ned in civil 
law, individuals and religious or-
ganizations—regardless of deeply 
held beliefs—will be compelled to 
treat same-sex unions as the equiva-
lent of marriage in their lives, min-
istries and operations.”

Carl Nelson, president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota, a network 
of evangelical churches and de-
nominations across the state, said 
the law will make an immediate im-
pact upon churches and ministries.

“For all organizations—and 
churches and religious organiza-
tions—that want to maintain the 
traditional defi nition of man/
woman marriage are going to need 
to look at their policy documents, 
probably get legal advice and revisit 
how will we practice or how will we 
apply our belief about what a mar-
ried couple is,” he said. 

Thomas C. Berg, James L. Ober-
star Professor of Law and Pub-
lic Policy at the University of St. 
Thomas School of Law, suggested 
that churches and religious organi-
zations revisit their incorporation 
documents.

“They should review the nature of 
their incorporation (general-non-
profi t or religious),” he said. “They 
may also want to consider clarifying 
their religious beliefs concerning 
the nature of marriage, or clari-
fying how particular activities in 

which they engage relate to the re-
ligious or educational purposes for 
which they are organized or that 
motivate their general operation.”

Some of the biggest concerns on 
the part of clergy are whether they 
will have to perform same-sex mar-
riage ceremonies, especially if that 
goes against their religious and 
moral beliefs.

“From the legal minds that I have 
talked to and people I have heard 
talking about this, there seems to be 
a sense that churches and clergy are 
going to have quite a bit of protec-
tion,” Nelson said. “In fact, the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
seems to provide that—most of them 
say. Most of the protections in the law 
that was passed really apply specifi cally 
to churches and to clergy.”

Berg agreed, saying the new law 
also provides some protections.

“The same-sex marriage recog-
nition law also includes a number 
of protections for individual clergy 
and for religious organizations con-
cerning the solemnization or cele-
bration of a marriage (the primary 
situation in which a church might 
be affected),” he said. “They may 
not be held civilly liable under the 
Human Rights Act for refusing to 
facilitate a solemnization/celebra-
tion, nor may they be penalized 
through a withdrawal of tax-exempt 
status or by other means.”

However, while churches and 
clergy may enjoy some protections, 
Nelson believes religious organiza-
tions—Christian campgrounds or 
retreat centers—may have a more 
diffi cult time under the new law. 
Others have noted that small busi-
ness owners, those who deal spe-
cifi cally with weddings, marriage 
counselors and attorneys may also 
be affected to some degree.

In the case of a Christian confer-
ence center or similar organization 

that rents out its facilities, Nelson 
noted that those entities would pos-
sibly not be able to determine who 
could rent from them. For exam-
ple, a couple may want to rent their 
facility for their same-sex wedding 
ceremony. While the owners of the 
facility may not agree with same-
sex marriage on religious grounds, 
some think the owners would not 
be able—legally—to deny them 
permission to rent the facility.

A group of legal scholars, includ-
ing Berg, sent a letter to legislators 
before the vote urging them to 
consider expanding protections for 
religious organizations. The group 
supported the recognition of same-
sex marriage but was concerned 
the legislation did not include ad-
equate religious liberty protections.

In their letter, the scholars wrote: 
“The real confl icts involve, for ex-
ample, the traditionalist religious 
college that objects to opening its 
married-student housing to same-
sex couples; the adoption service 
that objects to placing children 
with same-sex couples; or the reli-
gious family camp, retreat center or 
marriage-counseling ministry that 
objects to opening its services or fa-
cilities to same-sex couples.”

Regarding a Christian camp-
ground or Christian conference 
center, Berg said there is some 
uncertainty, but the new law “in-
corporates an existing provision in 
the Minnesota Human Rights” Act 
that does not prevent a “religious 
nonprofi t, religious corporation or 
religious society from 1) limiting 
admission to or giving preference 
to persons of the same religion or 
denomination; or 2) in matters re-
lating to sexual orientation, taking 
any action with respect to educa-
tion, employment, housing and 
real property or use of facilities.”

However, Berg continued, the 

crux of the issue revolves around 
whether affected organizations 
qualify as a “religious association, 
religious corporation or religious 
society.” That determination would 
rely upon the organization’s incor-
poration documents, and Berg sug-
gested those organizations should 
consult with an attorney in order to 
better determine their standing.

Employment benefi ts may be anoth-
er tricky area for religious employers. 

“Anybody who is an employer 
and who has employees and pro-
vides benefi ts is going to have 
to look at how this might affect 
[them] if there are benefi ts avail-
able to spouses,” Nelson noted.

The same exemption, Berg not-
ed, that protects against liability 
also “protects ‘any institution or-
ganized for educational purposes 
that is operated, supervised or con-
trolled by a religious association, 
religious corporation or religious 
society.’ The issue there is whether 
an educational institution that is 
organizationally independent of 
a religious body may claim the ex-
emption.”

While some of these issues will 
not be new, the same-sex marriage 
law may make it more likely for 
questions to arise.

“These issues concerning Hu-
man Rights Act liability and exemp-
tions existed before same-sex mar-
riage, so if they have not arisen for 
an organization beforehand, they 
may not arise now,” Berg contin-
ued. “However, the recognition of 
same-sex marriage may make them 
more likely to arise for a variety of 
reasons.”

Resources
Right now, religious advocates 

are developing training programs 
and resources to help pastors, 
churches and religious organiza-

tions navigate the new law. 
Transform Minnesota is creating 

a legal briefi ng seminar that will 
be available to interested parties 
in the next couple of months, and 
the Minnesota Family Council is in 
the process of developing some re-
sources.

Berg suggested affected organi-
zations study the Human Rights Act 
to familiarize themselves with some 
of its provisions.

In the meantime, Nelson encour-
ages churches and organizations to 
reexamine some of their founding 
documents in light of the new law.

“Religious organizations need 
to look at their statement of faith 
and review that,” he said. “I think a 
lot of organizations really need to 
probably eventually seek out some 
legal advice and to get some review 
of what their policies are, the kind 
of things they have in the docu-
ment and determine whether it’s 
going to stand up to attack.”

Voice of hope
Amidst the changing cultural 

and political landscapes, Nelson be-
lieves churches still have a message 
fi lled with hope.

“I think the good news is that the 
church has a message that we can 
begin to rediscover that God designed 
us as sexual beings,” he said. “We can 
be a voice of hope. So there is an 
opportunity, and I’ve seen it when 
churches have talked about it from 
that perspective. There is a huge op-
portunity for churches to address the 
questions about human sexuality, and 
I think people are going to come and 
listen rather than just shut it off and 
walk away.”

NEW LAW…
Continued from page 1
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MINNEAPOLIS — “It sounded 
like Pentecost.” That was how the 
Rev. Jim Olson of Bethel Christian 
Fellowship in St. Paul described a 
recent ESOL (English for Speakers 
of Other Languages) Alpha meet-
ing with 100 immigrants. 

Participants from numerous eth-
nic groups had just completed the 
course, which is a popular 10-week 
course designed to encourage dis-
cussion about faith and ultimate 
meanings. When Olson would give 
instruction in English, translators 
would then repeat those instruc-
tions in several different languages. 

When the course was ending, 
Olson encouraged the new believ-
ers to fi ght back against temptation 
and challenges to their newfound 
faith. In fact, Olson told them to 
shout out against the darkness for 
three minutes—in whatever lan-
guage they desired. 

So they did, and those three min-
utes felt like Pentecost.

Millions changed forever
The Alpha course began more 

than 30 years ago at Holy Trinity 
Brompton in London. It was a way 
to introduce the basic principles of 
Christianity to new believers. The 
course remained a hallmark of the 
church for the next dozen years be-
fore it began to spread—through-
out England and ultimately glob-
ally. 

Today, nearly 170 countries have 
hosted Alpha courses, and more 
than 19 million people have attend-
ed the course—some three million 
in the U.S. 

While those numbers may seem 
impressive, Alpha leaders have an 

Steve Gartland (right) is the regional director of Alpha USA Twin Cities.

Alpha Twin Cities making changes to address the future
even loftier goal: reach an addition-
al 18 million people in the U.S. by 
2020—and 100 million globally.

To do so, however, Alpha USA 
and Alpha USA Twin Cities—the 
regional representative—are em-
barking on some modifi cations 
that will help them effectively meet 
those goals.

Currently, according to Steve 
Gartland, regional director for the 
Twin Cities Region of Alpha USA, 
the organization is undergoing 
some structural changes.

“Our structures are changing,” 
he said. “We’ve really moved from 
a national conference model where 
we were trying to train lots of peo-
ple quickly and [moved] to a re-
gional conference training model.” 

There are about 60 regions in the 
country, all of various sizes. Each region 
helps with promotion and develop-
ment of the ministry in their areas.

“Each one of them will offer two, 
three, four trainings in their region a 
year …” Gartland said.

Approximately 150 churches in the 
Twin Cities are partnered with Alpha 
USA Twin Cities, and that expands to 
nearly 200 churches when counting 
all of Minnesota. The Midwest region, 
which includes North and South Da-
kota, Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota, 
includes 365 churches.

With the region’s population growth, 
however, the organization is hoping its 
restructuring will help it to reach some 
of the outlying areas.

“I started here almost fi ve years 
ago,” Gartland said. “Our whole 
region has grown 50 percent in the 
last four years, but our Twin Cities 
metro area has grown 110 percent.”

That means he has a diffi cult 
time spending time and resources 
in cities like Fargo, Bismarck and 

Rapid City.
“The idea is to put a lot more lo-

cal, regional offi ces in place to lo-
cally serve the churches and train 
up more people,” he said. “Over 
the next three years, our fi ve-state 
region has on our radar to move 
into fi ve different areas, to plant 
fi ve new regional leadership teams, 
where we already see God working. 
That’s the key.” 

The fi rst test of that new strategy is in 
Des Moines, where Gartland is hoping 
to develop a vibrant outreach. 

Sense of urgency
Even with structural changes in order 

to become more effi cient and effective, 
Alpha’s global goals may appear to 
some as presumptuous. While there 
are pockets of church growth around 
the country—and certainly around the 
world—many Western countries are 
experiencing some type of spiritual 
malaise. This is evidenced by the grow-

ing number of “nones”—those who do 
not identify with any religion—and by 
cultural shifts that have upended many 
traditional Christian outreach efforts.

“The church is sort of an island unto 
itself,” Gartland said. “They have been 
doing things for so long the same way, 
and the culture has shifted so fast and 
so drastically, we’re like way in the dust.”  

Gartland believes churches want to 
understand the culture and become 
more effective at reaching people; they 
just don’t know how.

From June 14 – 15, Alpha USA Twin 
Cities will sponsor the Twin Cities 
Regional Conference at Calvary Lu-
theran Church in Golden Valley in an 
effort to help churches and ministries 
understand the current culture and 
ways to impact it.

The conference is titled “Cultural 
Shift: Making Disciples in the 21st 
Century—From Going to Church to 
Being the Church.” 

“The conference really is trying to 

pick up on the changing—shifting 
seismically—shifts that are going on 
not only in the church but also outside 
the church in our culture,” Gartland 
said. “It’s trying to help churches catch 
up, maybe even get ahead of the curve 
in trying to connect with the culture. 
So many of our churches just … they 
don’t know what to do.”

This cultural shift is also affecting 
church attendance, Gartland believes. 
Generally, attendance is down the last 
several years, new families are not 
attending in the numbers churches 
would like and some family members 
are leaving the faith.   

“All these things are coming to 
bear, and people are going, ‘Oh, my 
gosh, what can we do?’” Gartland said. 
“There’s this state of this urgency … 
real sense of urgency [about what we 
are going to do.”]

The session on the fi rst day of the 
conference will focus on “Changing the 
Missional DNA of Your Church Without 
Killing It (Or Yourself)” while the next 
two sessions—on Saturday—will focus 
more on developing small groups and 
starting Alpha ministries.

Dr. Tim Matthews, pastor at Holy 
Trinity Brompton in England, where 
Alpha got its start, is one of the main 
speakers.

“The message we’re trying to send,” 
Gartland said, “is that you can manage 
[the changes in the culture], and there 
is a way to help your church adapt and 
connect to the culture in new ways. 
Content doesn’t change … but the 
methodology always changes.”
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

JUN 1 • SATURDAY
Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 3pm, Lake of the Isles Lu-
theran Church, 2020 West Lake of the 
Isles Parkway, Minneapolis. To benefi t 
Neighborhood Involvement Program • 
caritasvocalensemble.org

JUN 1-2 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Confer-
ence & Retreat Center, Farmington • 
marriages.org, (651) 454-3238

JUN 3 • MONDAY
Lamplighters International Annual Golf 
Invitational. 12:30-7:30pm, Minneapolis 
• 1-800-507-9516

JUN 3-7 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School: Kingdom Rock, 
ages 3 1/2-Kindergar ten. 9:30am-
11:30am, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, 

$10 • (763) 231-2968

JUN 4 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“Preparing an Intentional Discipleship 
Bible Study.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

Bible Study Dinner, Tuesday Evenings. 
6pm, MN Miracles Ministry, 11106 
Sunset Trail, Plymouth • (763) 742-7687

Healing Home Fellowship, meets every 
Tuesday. 6:30-8:30pm, Hope of Zion 
Ministries, 608 N Oaks Dr., Ste. 101 • 
(763) 516-0123

JUN 5 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

“Finding Faith,” a movie on human traf-
fi cking. 6pm, Maple Plain Community 
Church, Maple Plain • mpcommunity-
church.org, (763) 479-1620

JUN 6 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “How to Start as Intentional 
Discipleship Bible Study”. 11:45am-
1pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 
6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 
1-800-507-9516

JUN 7 • FRIDAY
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, “Potter 
& Clay: God at the Wheel” Reception. 6:30-
8:30pm, Oakridge Community Church, 610 
County Rd. 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

JUN 7-8 • FRI-SAT
KTIS’ Joyful Noise Family Fest, with Third 
Day, Jeremy Camp, Tenth Avenue North 
& Big Daddy Weave. National Sports 
Center, Blaine $20-70 • ktis.com

Keeping Kids Safe Project, Free Child 
Safety Event. Fri 3-7pm; Sat 10am-4pm, 
Village Automotive Group, 16100 Wayza-
ta Blvd., Wayzata • (319) 268-0248 x16

JUN 8 • SATURDAY
WEC International Centennial Celebra-
tion. 2-4pm, Bethany College of Missions 
Chapel, Bloomington • wecinternational.
org, (612) 521-9237

JUN 9 • SUNDAY
4th Annual Blessing of Bikes. Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church, 5218 Bartlett 
Blvd., Mound • (952) 472-2756

JUN 9-30
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, “Pot-
ter & Clay: God at the Wheel” Exhibit. 
Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 3-5pm, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, 
Stillwater • agapearts.net

JUN 10-14 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School: Kingdom Rock, 
ages 4-grade 6th. 9:15am-12:15pm, 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley, $10 • (763) 
231-2968

JUN 11-14 • TUE-FRI
United’s Summer Institute in Spirituality 
and the Arts, 4-day workshops. United 
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, 
3000 5th St. NW, New Brighton • (651) 
255-6138, unitedseminary.edu

JUN 13 • THURSDAY
White & Black to Give Back, with bowling, 
bocce, bonfi re & silent auction. 6:30pm, 
Pinstripes, Edina. To benefi t Metro Hope 
Recovery Ministries • metrohope.org, 
(612) 721-9415 x106

JUN 14 • FRIDAY
14th Annual Ladies Day at the Arboretum. 
9am-2:30pm, MN Landscape Arboretum, 
Chanhassen, $25-35 • (952) 942-9016, 
prayerventures.org

JUN 15 • SATURDAY
20th Annual Blessing of the Bikes. 9am-
3pm, Hosanna Church, 9600 163rd., 
Lakeville, free • (952) 435-3332

Share the Hope, a benefi t concert event, 
with Mike Westerndorf. 3-7pm, George 
Green Park, 1489 6th Ave., Anoka • 
(763) 786-0637, crossofchrist.us/hope

JUN 17 • MONDAY
Hillsong United. 7pm, Target Center, 600 
1st Ave. N, Minneapolis, $22-45 • pre-
mierproductions.com, (612) 673-1600

JUN 18 • TUESDAY
“Facts that Support Creation & the 
Bible,” with Brian Young. 7:30pm, North-
western College, Totino Fine Arts Center, 
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUN 20 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Carpet Care. 
St. Martin, 2801 Westwood Rd., Min-
netonka Beach • macfm.org

JUN 21 • FRIDAY
  The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

JUN 21-23 • FRI-SUN
  MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud 
Campground, 2491 2nd St. SE, St. Cloud 
• 1-800-690-7045, mnchristiancamp-
ers.org, stcloudcampground.com

JUN 22 • SATURDAY
Walk & Run for Life. 8am-12pm, Lake 
Nokomis, 4955 West Lake Nokomis 
Pkwy., Minneapolis. Hosted by New 
Life Family Services • (612) 866-7643 
x162, nlfs.org

JUN 23 • SUNDAY
Prayer Group Services & Meal. 2-5pm, 
Minnesota Miracles Ministry, 11106 Sun-
set Trail, Plymouth, free • mmmgroup.
org, (763) 742-7687

JUN 27 • THURSDAY
Twin Cities Word Alone, Lutheran Core 
Open Meeting. 7pm, Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden 
Valley, free • (612) 889-5709, tcword-
alone.org

JUN 29 • SATURDAY
Victory Night Live 2013, with Miss Anita 
Wilson, Darnell Davis & the Remnant, 
Jamar Esaw & Traid:4 Christ & the Shi-
loh Gospel Choir.. 6pm, Shiloh Baptist 
Church, 501 W Lawson Ave., St. Paul, 
$20-25 • (651) 338-1008

JUL 16 • TUESDAY
An exciting Creation Film. 7:30pm, North-
western College, Totino Fine Arts Center, 
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUL 17-20 • WED-SAT
Sonshine Festival, with TobyMac, Lecrae, 
Skillet & Family Force 5. Willmar Civic 
Center, 2707 Arena Dr., Willmar • (320) 
235-6723, sonshinefestival.com

JUL 18 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Short Meet-
ing & Service Project. Kids Against 
Hunger, 5401 Boone Ave., N New Hope 
• macfm.org

JUL 19 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 

monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

JUL 19-21 • FRI-SUN
MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud 
Campground, 2491 2nd St. SE, St. Cloud 
• 1-800-690-7045, mnchristiancamp-
ers.org, stcloudcampground.com

JUL 21 • SUNDAY
The Allen Family, in concert. 3pm, Park 
Plaza Hotel, 4460 W 78th St. Circle, 
Bloomington. Hosted by Crowne Pointe 
Church • (952) 431-1949

JUL 22-24 • MON-WED
Rethinking Evangelism: Faithful Witness 
in a New Apostolic Era, with Mesfi n 
Ayele, Rolf Jacobson & more. Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul. Sponsored by Center 
for Missional Leadership • luthersem.
edu/rethinking

JUL 25-27 • THU-SAT
Sidewalk Counseling Symposium. Best 
Western Premier Nicollet Inn, Burnsville. 
Hosted by Pro-Life Action Ministries 
(PLAM) • prolife@plam.org

JUL 27 • SATURDAY
Make Track to Galilee Car Show. 9am-
2:30pm, Galilee Baptist Church, 10101 
Lexington Ave. N., Circle Pines, Free/
Spectators, $10/participants • (763) 
784-1760

AUG 7 • WEDNESDAY
Pastors’ and Leaders’ Day, with Leonard 
Sweet. 1-4pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills, 
$12-15• (651) 490-1517 x13, luther-
anrenewal.org

AUG 7-10 • WED-SAT
Holy Spirit Conference, with Francis 
Frangipane, Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph 
& Len Sweet. North Heights Lutheran 
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills, 
free • (651) 490-1517 x13, lutheran-
renewal.org

AUG 12-16 • MON-FRI
Summer Arts Enrichment Camp, Music, 
Theatre, Art & Nature. 9am-3pm, King’s 
Players Children’s Theatre, 6000 Du-
luth St., Golden Valley, $225 • (612) 
518-9942

AUG 16-18 • FRI-SUN
MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud 
Campground, St. Cloud • 1-800-690-
7045, mnchristiancampers.org, stcloud-
campground.com

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org

JUN 3-7 • MON-FRI (cont.)

JUN 5 • WEDNESDAY (cont.) JUL 19 • FRIDAY (cont.)
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Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

The Allen Family

at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

For the past 16 years, the Allen Family has had the privilege of traveling across more 
than 35 of the United States and 4 Canadian Provinces in full-time Gospel music 
ministry. Headliners on the main stage at the National Quartet Convention the last 
several years. Mom & Dad and 8 children from 7 – 20 years old live in their bus 365 days 
a year. They perform in Branson, MO each year during the Christmas season. You’ll love 
this fresh presentation of Gospel music. 

Call for free tickets – 952-431-1949 
A freewill offering will be taken

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
952-334-0444

www.marybethcarlson.com

National Recording Artist, Speaker and Author

Mary Beth Carlson
Booking Events for 2013-14

“When my friend Mary Beth Carlson shares her ministry of music, it will always be 
powerful, professional, yet very personal! Through the weaving of songs and stories, 
Mary Beth draws the listener into the extraordinary fellowship she enjoys with her 
precious Savior. I highly recommend her ministry for your church or women’s event!”

Joni Eareckson Tada - Founder and CEO of  Joni and Friends Ministry

Fundraiser for 
Healing House

EDINA — MetroHope’s Healing 
House, which is a residential recov-
ery program for women and chil-
dren, will be the recipient of funds 
raised at its upcoming event. The 
night will include bowling, bocce, 
a bonfi re and a buffet designed for 
those 20 – 40 years of age.

The event will start at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 13, at Pinstripes 
in Edina. 

A silent auction will raise money 
for the ministry and will auction 
off passes or tickets for rock climb-
ing, paintball, fi tness classes, water 
parks, go-kart racing and more.

For more information about Me-
troHope Recovery Ministries and 
the event, visit www.metrohope.org 
or call (612) 721-9415 ext. 106.

Ladies Day at
the Arboretum

CHANHASSEN — The 14th An-
nual Ladies Day at the Arboretum 
will be held Friday, June 14 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The event, 
sponsored by Prayer Ventures, is de-
signed to help women “slow down 
and enjoy God’s good creation.”

In addition to the wonderful 
landscape, attendees will get an 
opportunity to listen to speakers, 
music and testimonies—gathered 
around the theme of “Fresh Hope!”

Laurel Bunker, dean of Campus 
Ministries at Bethel University, will 
serve as the featured speaker. Sara 
Renner, Tonia Hughes and Billy 
Steele will provide music.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call (763) 420-6282 or visit www.
prayerventures.com. 

Carpet care on agenda 
for facility group

MINNETONKA BEACH — The 
Minnesota Association of Church 
Facility Managers will hold its next 
monthly meeting on Thursday, 
June 20 at St. Martin BLK in Min-
netonka Beach. This month’s meet-
ing will focus on carpet care.

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 
staff members and small churches 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

Church to host Holy 
Spirit Conference

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church will host the Holy 
Spirit Conference—“Come, Follow 
Me”—Aug. 7 – 10. Speakers at the 
event include Francis Frangipane, 
Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph and 
Len Sweet. 

Wednesday, Aug. 7 is pastors and 
leaders day, with a talk by Sweet ti-
tled “Always a Follower First.”

All general sessions are free. 
Nursery, children and a teens’ pro-
gram are available.

For more information, including 
registration, visit www.lutheranre-
newal.org or call (651) 490-1517 
ext. 13.

Habitat gets new home
SAINT PAUL — Last month, 

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 
broke ground on a new building 
at the intersection of Prior Avenue 
and University Avenue in St. Paul. 

According to an announcement 
from the group, the new home 
will allow Habitat to “serve tens of 
thousands of local families with its 
programs and services in the com-
ing decades.”

Begun in 1985 in the Twin Cit-
ies, nearly 1,000 families have pur-
chased a Habitat house built by 
volunteers.

For more information on Twin 
Cities Habitat for Humanity and its 
new building, visit www.tchabitat.
org.

Church to show human 
traffi cking movie

MAPLE PLAIN — Maple Plain 
Community Church will host a 
screening of the movie “Finding 
Faith” on Wednesday, June 5 at 
6:00 p.m. The fi lm was developed 
by Sheriff Mike Brown of Bedford 
County, Va., and stars Erik Estrada

The fi lm is based on the life story 
of three women “who fell victim to 
online predators and sex traffi ck-
ers,” according to an announce-
ment from the church. 

After the fi lm, Estrada will give 
a presentation about his work with 
the Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren task force.

For more information about 
the event, visit www.mpcommuni-
tychurch.org or call (763) 479-
1620. 

Church breaks ground 
on new building

MAPLEWOOD — St. Paul 
Hmong Alliance Church (SPHAC) 
recently broke ground on a new 
1,400-seat facility in Maplewood. 
The church started in the mid 
1980s with 400 people and has 
since grown to 3,000 members.  

As a result of this growth, the cur-
rent facility is “incapable of helping 
us fulfi ll our vision and achieve our 
vision,” according to the church 
website.

The expansion will include a 
main chapel, lobby, offi ces and a 
multi-purpose gym.

For more information about 
SPHAC, visit www.sphac.org.

Group to host 
centennial celebration

BLOOMINGTON — WEC Inter-
national will hold its centennial cel-
ebration on Saturday, June 8 from 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Beth-

any College of Missions Chapel in 
Bloomington. 

WEC is an international, interde-
nominational mission with nearly 
2,000 missionaries working in more 
than 80 countries.

According to its website, WEC In-
ternational “reaches out to people 
who have limited or no access to 
the good news of Jesus Christ, par-
ticularly where there is no church. 
They work in multicultural teams 
to help worshiping communities 
of believers multiply among these 
people.”

Reservations are required and 
can be secured by calling (612) 
521-9237.

For more information about 
WEC International, visit www.we-
cinternational.org.  

Conference to 
address evangelism

SAINT PAUL — Luther Semi-
nary will host the Rethinking Evan-
gelism conference July 22 – 24, 
sponsored by the Center for Mis-
sional Leadership. The event is 
designed to reclaim “evangelism 
as a central practice for Christians 
today.”

“Many church members today 
recognize that evangelism is vitally 
necessary for the church to have a 
future amidst widespread decline,” 
said Dwight Zscheile, assistant pro-
fessor of congregational mission 
and leadership at Luther Seminary, 
via a media release. “At the same 
time, few prospects provoke greater 
dread and discomfort. This confer-
ence offers an opportunity to re-
frame evangelism in a grounded, 
holistic, accessible way for a new 
apostolic age.”

The conference will feature well-
known preachers, teachers and 
pastors, who will “explore what it 
means to witness to the Good News 
of Jesus Christ in an increasingly di-
verse and pluralistic society.”

For more information about 
Rethinking Evangelism and to reg-
ister, visit www.luthersem.edu/re-
thinking.

Historic theater 
to be sold

EXCELSIOR — For more than 
70 years, the Stolz family has owned 
the historic Old Log Theater. Last 
month, the family reported that 
they had signed a purchase agree-
ment to sell the property to Excel-
sior Entertainment, LLC, owned by 
Greg and Marissa Frankenfi eld.

The theater is one of the oldest 
continuously operating venues in 
the country.

“This theater has given our fami-
ly and the community great joy over 
the years, but we fi nally came to the 
conclusion that it’s time to pass the 
torch on to a new generation of 
leadership so it will continue into 
the future,” said Don Stolz, via a 
media release.

The Frankenfi elds are theater 
enthusiasts and have served on sev-

eral local theater boards.
“To be able to continue on 

the tradition of professional, live 
theater at the Old Log has been 
an interest of ours for some time,” 
said Greg Frankenfi eld. “My wife 
and I are honored to have the 
opportunity to do so. We have 
discussed this with the Stolz family 
on and off for a while now, and 
our only interest has ever been to 
ensure that the Old Log remains 
a vibrant regional and artistic 
community asset.”

Since it opened its doors in 1940, 
the Old Log Theater has seen more 
than six million patrons.

For more information about the 
Old Log Theater, visit www.oldlog.
com.

Group criticizes 
funding for abortions

SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citi-
zens Concerned for Life (MCCL), 
the state’s largest pro-life organiza-
tion, recently criticized taxpayer 
revenue that is used to fund abor-
tions. The group said that in 16 
years of taxpayer-funded abortions, 
“Minnesotans have funded more 
than 62,000 abortions at a cost of 
$19.9 million,” according to a me-
dia statement that cited a recent 
government report. 

MCCL cited a recent report from 
the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services (MDH) for its claims and said 
that taxpayer-funded abortions are now 
at the highest percentage of yearly 
abortions in the state.

The group also claimed that 
abortion providers target low-in-
come women for taxpayer-funded 
procedures.

“The state’s abortion facilities get 

a steady stream of taxpayer revenue 
by targeting economically vulner-
able women,” said Scott Fischbach, 
executive director of MCCL, via the 
release. “It is time to end this ex-
ploitation of poor women and their 
unborn children.”

The Minnesota Department 
of Health recently reported that 
there were 11,071 abortions per-
formed in the state in 2011 (the 
most recent year for which statis-
tics are available). That continues 
a slow decline in the number of 
abortions performed annually 
that began in the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. 

“Polls continue to show that most 
Minnesotans and most Americans 
are opposed to taxpayer-funded 
abortions, yet they continue to be 
forced to pay for them,” Fischbach 
said.

Ministry sponsors 
sidewalk counseling 
training

BURNSVILLE — Pro-life Action 
Ministries (PLAM) is sponsoring 
a sidewalk counseling symposium 
July 25 – 27 at the Best Western 
Premier Nicollet Inn in Burnsville. 
The event is designed “to promote 
and encourage sidewalk counseling 
across the country.”

Some of the topics that will be 
covered include “Spiritual Founda-
tions of Sidewalk Counseling”; “Le-
gal Rights of Sidewalk Counselors”; 
“Commanding the Sidewalk”; “Pur-
pose, Focus and Essence of Side-
walk Counseling” and others.

For more information on the 
symposium including registration, 
visit www.plam.org or email pro-
life@plam.org.  
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 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and de-
velop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good 
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long 
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Men’s Program Manager 
Experienced individual needed to manage the daily operations of the men’s 
program. Position is responsible for client evaluations, staff supervision, com-
munication with government agencies, and provision of spiritual care to pro-
gram clients. Minimum requirements: excellent written & verbal communica-
tion skills, knowledge of MS Office software, bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
experience in a management position. FT, competitive salary + benefits Email 
resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us 
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

612.643.0909
www.keechmedia.com

DONATE YOUR CAR
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city 
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help 
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faith-
based ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of 
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities. 

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

AUTOMOBILE
KenRay buys all used cars. $ Cash for you, No risk. 
Call KenRay (651) 398-7388 (3-7).

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

FOR SALE-FURNITURE
New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must 
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Diabetics: Changing meters? Sell your test strips 
for cash. Only unexpired, unopened. No Medicare. 
No Medicaid. Call “JD” at (952) 513-4382.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Person with remodeling/carpentry skills needed to 
do renovations in exchange for rent. East Bethel. 
Julian (612) 598-9430.

  HOUSING NEEDED
Medical missionary seeking private quarters in a 
home to rent. Mary (651) 492-8215

  LIVE-IN CARE
Part-time or live-in aide. Assist female quadriplegic 
with daily cares and Christian ministry. Drivers 
license. No experience necessary –will train. 
Flexible hours. Nice neighborhood, St. Paul. Jean 
(651) 690-0645.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
  August, Ukraine Mission Trip: Performing artists, 
mime. Auditions. Call (612) 562-7170.

Share the Gospel training. If you would like to share 
the Gospel, but have never had any training, we can 
help you. If you are a Bible believing Christian, we 
will teach you four easy to learn methods. (612) 
202-0842. Street Ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
2 Cor. 5:20, PGA100@msn.com

PERSONAL FINANCES
Building wealth God’s way. A six-week Christian 
wealth building course designed to teach and help 
you break the curse of poverty, get out of debt, 
and prosper fi nancially. Write for free information: 
WKCG, Dept. CE-6, P.O. 29879, Brooklyn Center, 
MN 55429.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                                Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $425/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

SERVICES 
      Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

SHARED RENTAL
Mature Christian woman looking to share with 
same; apt. or private room in your home. Sharing 
utilities. Location preferred, South E Metro. (612) 
616-8574.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

  The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.   

Church to begin summer 
outdoor services

GOLDEN VALLEY — Calvary 
Lutheran Church will begin its 
summer outdoor worship services 
with the message series “Used.” 
The series began May 23—which 
coincides with the beginning of 
the outdoor services at Calvary—
and will run until Labor Day. The 
outdoor services are held on Sun-
days at 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
and on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

“No one is outside of God’s 
reach, no matter who you are 
or where you’re at in life,” said 
the Rev. T. J. Anderson, Calvary’s 
interim senior pastor, via a media 
release. “Life is messy, but people 
matter so much to God that He 
wants to come into that mess 
to transform us and to give us 
purpose.”

The series will focus on Romans 
8:28, which says, “And we know 
that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according 
to his purpose.”

For more information about 
the summer worship services at 
Calvary, visit www.calvary.org/
summer. 

Group announces family 
reunifi cation efforts

RICHFIELD — World Relief 
Minnesota recently announced it 
will begin taking appointments to 
complete Affi liate of Relationship 
(AOR) applications. The group 
said the refugee sponsorship pro-
gram is temporarily reopened for 
families from the former Soviet 
Union. Applications will be ac-
cepted through Sept. 15. 

Residents of the U.S. who were 
likely targets of persecution in 
the former Soviet republics will 
receive interview preference, and 
this will include the categories 
“Jews, Evangelical Christians, 
Ukrainian Catholics and mem-
bers of the Ukrainian Autocepha-
lous Orthodox Church who have 
immediate relatives in the U.S.,” 
according to a news release from 
the group. 

For more information or to fi le 
an AOR, call World Relief’s Immi-
gration Department at (612) 243-
2956. For more information about 
World Relief Minnesota, visit www.
worldreliefmn.org.

Meeting to focus on 
immigration help

MINNEAPOLIS — Church lead-
ers and others are invited to a pre-
view meeting on Wednesday, June 
5 at 9:00 a.m. to learn about ways 
“congregations can provide low-
cost legal services and information” 
to immigrants in Minnesota. 

The meeting is hosted by the Im-
migrant Hope Coalition, which is 
an effort of Transform Minnesota, 
Immigrant Hope Network, World 
Relief Minnesota, CCDA and de-
nominational leaders.

The event, which is free, will take 
place at Christ’s Church Interna-
tional on Lake Street in Minneapo-
lis. 

For more information, email 
alex.mandes@efca.org, carl@trans-
formmn.org or call (612) 243-2941.
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To read the report in its entirety, 
visit www.pewforum.org. For more 
information about City Vision, visit 
www.cityvisiontc.org.

▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

www.olivetreeviews.org

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is 
headed because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth 
of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

 Live Replay
AM 1030 WCTS Sat. 9am Sun. 9am
AM 980 KKMS Sat. 9am Sun. 12pm 
AM 1280 The Patriot Sat. 9am Sun. 8am

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — While Chris-
tians continue to make up the 
majority of legal immigrants to 
the U.S., the numbers are chang-
ing, according to a new study 
by the Pew Research Center’s 
Forum on Religion and Public 
Life. In 1992, 68 percent of legal 
permanent residents to the U.S. 
were Christians; that number had 
declined to 61 percent in 2012. 
Those who classifi ed themselves 
as “unaffi liated” or with no reli-
gion make up the next largest 
percentage at approximately 14 
percent.

During the same time period, 
the study found that the number 

Religious makeup of legal immigrants is changing
Christianity still 
majority, but 
numbers shifting

of green card recipients who are 
from religious minorities rose 
to 25 percent from 19 percent. 
Regarding unauthorized immi-
grants, the vast majority—83 per-
cent—are Christians and arrive 
in the U.S. primarily from Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

The study found that geograph-
ic trends in new immigrants are 
shifting as well. In 1992, slightly 
more than 40 percent of new 
permanent residents arrived 
from the Asia-Pacifi c region, the 
Middle East-North Africa area or 
sub-Saharan Africa. In 2012, that 
number had risen to 53 percent. 

Conversely, the percentage 
of immigrants arriving from 
Europe, Latin America, the Ca-
ribbean or North America has 
decreased from 59 percent in 
1992 to 47 percent in 2012.

The Rev. Dr. John Mayer, presi-
dent of City Vision, sees similar 
trends represented among im-

migrants arriving in Minnesota. 
The Twin Cities in particular has 
a long history of welcoming im-
migrants from a variety of regions 
across the world.

Notably, according to Mayer, 
the metro area has the largest 
Karen Burmese concentration in 
the U.S., with 8,000; 100 percent 
of them identify as Christians, 
according to Mayer. 

The Twin Cities is also home 
to 2,000 Anuak Sudanese, mak-
ing the metro area the largest 
concentration in the U.S.—with 
92 percent Muslim and 8 percent 
Christian.

Finally, the Twin Cities has the 
second largest Tibetan concen-
tration with 3,500. This group 
identifi es almost exclusively as 
Buddhist.

Mayer also noted that His-
panics represent the largest 
immigrant group in the Twin 
Cities—191,000—and are over-

whelmingly Catholic (82 per-
cent). Of the other major ethnic 
groups who have arrived fairly 
recently in the Twin Cities—
Hmong, Somali, Ethiopian, 
Vietnamese, etc.—the majority of 
them practice other faiths than 
Christianity upon arrival.

Each year, the number of immi-
grants granted legal permanent 
residency varies, according to 
the Pew report. However, that 

number has been rising since 
1945. During the 1950s, the 
numbers held fairly steady at 
around 250,000. Since the 1990s, 
the number has hovered around 
one million each year.

Christian Examiner staff report

WOODBURY — New Life 
Church and New Life Academy 
(NLA) recently broke ground on a 
22,000-square foot addition to their 
existing facility. The two entities 
joined together in a fundraising 
campaign to raise the $6 million 
needed for the effort. To date, they 
have raised more than $4 million 
in the “Unlock the Potential” cam-
paign.

For NLA, the expansion is need-
ed to address a growing student 
population.

“We are really packed right now, 

and one of the things we lack is 
fl exible space,” said Cade Lam-
bert, head of school for NLA, via a 
media release. “As we look at this 
from an architectural standpoint, 
it becomes absolutely necessary to 
address the space issue if we want 
to grow.”

NLA offers schooling from child-
care to 12th grade, and offi cials not-
ed that attendance last year topped 
770 students—with growth expect-
ed to continue.

The expansion will modernize 
the building, provide a new wor-
ship space for youth ministry and 
provide additional classroom space.

“When we have gathered enough 
of God’s abundant resources and 
hit our campaign goal, we will be 
able to add additional classrooms 
for secondary and early education,” 
Lambert continued. 

“Additionally, the athletic facili-
ties would be updated to include 
remodeling our Gym B with 
wood fl oors, get height adjustable 
basketball hoops, scoreboards, 
sound abatement, remodel locker 
rooms and replace ineffi cient 
heating and air condition[ing] 
equipment.”

Offi cials hope to complete the 
project by late fall of 2013.

Church, school break ground on expansion
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