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What Gosnell can teach us 
about the struggle for justice

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — A single 
mother with two children moves 
to the Twin Cities from Nebraska 
to take a new job. Not being here 
a long time, she has not been able 
to develop deep friendships and 
relationships. 

One day, soon after she arrives, 
she becomes sick and needs to go 
to the Emergency Room. While 
being treated, hospital staff must 
determine what to do with her 
children. Not having the chance 
to develop deep friendships with 
people she can trust, the mother 
is unable to recommend anyone 
to take care of her children while 
she is hospitalized.

Late at night, hospital person-
nel called Maridel Sandberg, ex-
ecutive director of Safe Families 
for Children Twin Cities and said 
to her, “This mom has support 
and help but they are in Nebras-
ka, and she needs to have surgery 
right now. We either need to call 
the police or can Safe Families 
help?”

Similar scenarios occur each 
day—for a variety of reasons. They 
can be fairly simple like a parent 
needs to have surgery and needs 
short-term care for the kids until 
recovery is completed. Or, the 
situation may be more complex, 
such as a parent having to spend 
time in jail or attend a treatment 
program or fl ee an abusive rela-
tionship. Regardless of the rea-
son—which can encompass nearly 
everything—the children in these 
situations need care from loving 
individuals and families until the 
situation is resolved and they can 

be reunited with their parents.
Each year, according to Sand-

berg, there are some fi ve million 
calls for child protection across 
the country. However, only about 

20 percent of those are actually 
served, leaving a large number of 
needs unmet and children put in 
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Safe Families for Children helps parents in crisis to place their children with 
families of faith until their situation is resolved.

Safe Haven
Christian ministry offers respite 
to families experiencing hardship

See SAFE FAMILIES, page 3

By Rachel Britz

SAINT PETER — It was a cold 
December day in 2007 that Jill Hass 
remembers well. Boots crunching 
beneath each step, she made her 
way down the snow-packed drive-
way of their St. Peter, Minn., home 
to pick up the day’s mail. Her heart 
was aching, hoping that another 
bill, another disconnect notice 
would not be waiting her. 

In the pile of mail that day she 
would fi nd a livestock gift catalog 
from World Vision. Standing in her 
living room, thumbing through the 
images and stories depicting the 
world’s most impoverished fami-
lies, she was given an inspired dose 
of perspective. From that moment, 
Hass held a special honor for those 
families who truly had nothing. 

A few months earlier, Jill’s hus-
band, Alex, was forced to close the 
doors of their family-owned mort-
gage business. As the sole provider 
for their family, the effects were 
devastating. Within a few months 
of barely enough income to meet 
their needs, those American walls 
of comfort and security began to 

PHOTO BY ABBY STALSBROTEN, WORLD VISION 2013.

Livestock Music Festival founder Jill 
Hass visits a World Vision community 
in Sierra Leone, Africa. 

Livestock: A celebration 
of giving and music

crumble. As a desperate job search 
ensued, the bills began piling up 
and all hope was feeling squashed.

“In the middle of our desperation, 

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — Last month, re-
ligious leaders sent a letter to Min-
nesota lawmakers urging them to 
protect traditional marriage and 
religious freedom. Bills in both 
Minnesota houses have been intro-
duced recently that would expand 
the defi nition of marriage. 

Signers of the letter include a 
broad spectrum of faith communi-
ties in the state, including Chris-
tian, Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist. 

“This letter affi rms that marriage 
is not the property of any particu-
lar religion or viewpoint,” said Ja-

son Adkins, vice chairman of Min-
nesota for Marriage and executive 
director of the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference, via a media release. 
“Marriage between a man and a 
woman is a basic good woven into 
the very fabric of society, the impor-
tance of which is acknowledged by 
diverse religious communities who 
have attached to it enormous spiri-
tual and theological signifi cance. 
The state does not have the power 
to redefi ne marriage.”

The religious leaders expressed 
concern that a redefi nition of mar-

Religious leaders urge legislators 
to support traditional marriage

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — As the snow 
begins to melt in the Upper Mid-
west—fi nally—the Red River Valley 
region of Minnesota and North Da-
kota will once again deal with the 
certainty of spring fl ooding. The 
nearly annual event puts at risk 
thousands of residents and often-
times leaves some of them in the 
midst of despair, their homes se-
verely damaged or destroyed by the 
encroaching waters.

We’re not strangers to disasters. 
Consider Hurricane Katrina, the 
devastating earthquake in Haiti, 
the tsunami in Japan, Superstorm 
Sandy and countless others. Unfor-
tunately, we experience disasters 
way too often. As a result, thousands 
of people are left dead, injured and 
otherwise in despair.

See MARRIAGE, page 3

ReachGlobal trains churches for disaster relief

Each year, spring fl oods threaten the Red River Valley, including Fargo, North
Dakota, where ReachGlobal has worked on relief efforts for the past several fl oods.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina 
struck New Orleans, leaving nearly 
2,000 people dead and an entire 
region devastated. Relief agencies 

fl ocked to the area, aiming to help 
residents recover through a variety 
of efforts, all with the intent of as-
sisting them rebuild their commu-

nities and their lives. 
During Hurricane Katrina, as 

part of the Evangelical Free Church 
of America (EFCA), which is head-
quartered in Minneapolis, Mark 
Lewis had a vision to create a hu-
manitarian relief and holistic minis-
try approach to disasters, relying on 
a nationwide volunteer base. 

ReachGlobal Crisis Response 
was the result of that vision, and it 
“develops, empowers and releases 
the body of Christ in times of crisis 
for multiplying healthy churches 
among all people.” 

The effort has several unique 
characteristics, including a focus 
on long-term assistance, which 
makes it dissimilar to many other 
disaster-relief efforts. It also pro-
motes a strong emphasis on bring-

See LIVESTOCK, page 3
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CHRISTIAN CAMPING 2013

www.mnchristiancampers.org

Call for more information

Minnesota Christian Camping 
Club is seeking new members

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — When the 
Dudek’s fi rst child was eligible to 
go to school in 1998, the German 
couple didn’t like the idea of send-
ing him to public school.

“We felt this parental unease 
offering a child to a place where 
you’ve got no control at all, none 
at all,” said Jürgen Dudek during a 
recent trip to Minnesota. 

Jürgen, along with his son, Dan-
iel, were in Minnesota in April to at-
tend the annual Minnesota Associa-
tion of Christian Home Educators 
(MÂCHÉ) conference in Roches-
ter. In late April, the father and son 
made a stop at the Minnesota state 
Capitol to speak with lawmakers 
about homeschooling and the fam-
ily’s plight in Germany. 

After the Dudeks decided not to 
send their fi rst-born son to public 
school, the couple prayed about 
possibly sending him to a Christian 
private school. 

“But when I had our fi rst [pe-
rusal] over his books—the books 
he got from school with which he 
would be taught—we didn’t really 
like what we saw in there with those 
books,” Jürgen Dudek said.

While exploring their options, 
the family came across the idea of 
homeschooling.

“There was a Christian family in 
the 1980s who did that in Germany, 
a Christian family,” he said. “We 
read their story, and it resounded 
in our hearts to do a similar thing 
with our children. It wasn’t long 
that we took him out of school and 

started homeschooling him.”
After that initial decision, the 

family decided to homeschool all 
of their children—eight of them to 
date—ranging in age from two to 
21 years old. 

Problems with the authorities
Surprisingly, the family didn’t 

run into any trouble with the au-
thorities when they homeschooled 
their fi rst two children. Germany 
doesn’t have any specifi c provisions 
outlawing homeschooling, but chil-
dren are expected to be at school 
each day. If they are not, according 
to Dudek, they are considered tru-
ant, and the parents are thus con-
sidered not to be properly taking 
care of them. 

Dudek noted that when German 
educational law was written, the 
idea of homeschooling was not ap-
parent or evident.

School offi cials evidently lost 
track of the educational records for 
the Dudek’s fi rst two children, thus 
ensuring that they didn’t come to 
the attention of school and govern-
ment offi cials.

But with their third child, Daniel, 
“they started having legal proceed-
ings against us, calling us before 
courts,” Dudek said.

For the last 10 years, those “legal 
proceedings” have resulted in at 
least one court hearing each year 
and one major trial. 

“In the beginning, they fi ned us,” 
Dudek said. “We hoped that just by 
paying the fi ne, they would let us 
alone. But they didn’t. They tried 
to send us to jail for three months 

PHOTO BY MOLLY TUMA

German homeschooling dad Jürgen Dudek addresses a group of Minnesota 
legislators at the state Capitol.

Embattled German parents encourage local homeschoolers

PHOTO BY MOLLY TUMA 

Jürgen Dudek and his son, Daniel, standing with former state Senator Gen 
Olson, a champion for homeschooling in Minnesota.

Couple fi ned and threatened with 
prison for homeschooling their children

each, father and mother. At that 
time, we had seven children.”

Fortunately, the courts didn’t fol-
low through on their decision to 
send the Dudeks to jail.

Underground movement
While in the U.S. and Minne-

sota homeschooling is a largely ac-
cepted and somewhat popular edu-
cational option, countries across 
Europe have a mixed reaction and 
openness to it. Germany and Swe-
den are noted for not being the 
most open to homeschooling, but 
other countries in Europe are toler-
ant of it.

“I believe there are hundreds of 
parents doing [homeschooling], 
perhaps in the lower part of the 
hundreds [in Germany],” Dudek 
said. “Trying to evade the authori-
ties, trying to stay in hiding or they 
move out of the country, just across 

always present, Dudek believes it 
has been faith that has helped his 
family persevere.

“Our faith is really the basis of all 
that,” he said. “I wouldn’t call it our 
faith or my faith; it’s the faith God 
has given us to withstand all that 
pressure. We are weak and brittle, 
but God upheld us in many ways.”

The family has received many let-
ters of encouragement and prayer 
from supporters in the U.S. 

Dudek believes that homeschool-
ing is a right and freedom, one that 
needs to be protected.

“We realize it’s a right, it’s a free-
dom that needs to be fought for, 
both sides of the Atlantic,” he said. 
“There’s a need to be aware that 
such a freedom doesn’t stand for it-
self; it has to be protected …. Don’t 
take that freedom for granted. See 
to it that this freedom be protected 
….”

John Tuma, former Minnesota 
state representative and current 
board member of MÂCHÉ, said 
that Dudek reminded MÂCHÉ con-
ference attendees about the impor-
tance of freedom.

“We brought him here to inspire 
him; he actually turned around and 
inspired a lot of homeschoolers 
who I think kind of took our free-
dom for granted,” Tuma said.

When Dudek arrives back home, 
the family’s situation will be un-
changed.

“Right now the ball is in the 
school authority’s court again,” he 
said. “It’s for them to start again. 
We’ve got fi ve more children. It’s 
an offense for every child and for 
every day. It’s a single and new of-
fense.” 

the border, and they actually [live 
part of the year there]. Others are 
not given away by their school.”

He also noted that while other 
countries might not completely ac-
cept homeschooling, they will not 
put you in jail for practicing it. 

Yet Dudek believes parents in 
Germany are longing for the free-
dom to home educate their chil-
dren, estimating that the country is 
evenly divided in support of home 
education.

 “There is a certain fear that 
those homeschoolers might show 
to the education system that there 
is a different way, and that way is 
working well,” he said.

Faith and freedom
During the last several years 

when the threat of jail and fi nes is 
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To read the letter in its entirety, 
visit www.transformmn.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2013/04/Joint-Faith-
Leader-Statement-on-Marriage.pdf.

For more information about Safe 
Families for Children and to become 
a certifi ed host family, visit www.
safe-families.org or call (612) 518-
5986.This year’s Livestock event will be 

held on Saturday, June 1 in St. Peter. 
For more information and event 
details, visit www.livestockmn.org. 

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Jamesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

vulnerable situations.
To help meet this disparity, David 

Anderson began Safe Families in 
2003 in Chicago as a way to involve 
the church in the mission of serving 
the vulnerable. Since the founding, 
Safe Families has established 54 
sites in more than 25 states. 

“[Anderson’s] dream was to bring 
this idea that we could get some safe 
families in place to help families that 
are vulnerable to child abuse and 
have early child abuse prevention 
so that families wouldn’t have to 
be destroyed by the coercion and 
pain that comes with foster care,” 
Sandberg said.

The reality of foster care can be 
a scary prospect for parents who 
are experiencing crisis. If they do 
not have the social or relational 
contacts in place to deal with cri-
sis situations, Foster Care—and all 
the uncertainties it entails—can be-
come their only option. Safe Fami-
lies aims to step into this gap and 
offer a support network for these 
families.

The organization arranges for 
parents in crisis to place their 
children with families of faith 
until their situation is resolved. 
Parents retain their full custody 
rights while their children are 
living with a host family and are 
encouraged to continue to par-
ticipate in decisions regarding 
their children.

“The beauty of Safe Families” 
Sandberg said, “is it’s co-parenting. 
Nobody is losing their parental 
rights, but we’re just coming along-
side and giving the host family 
equal parenting authority for medi-
cal emergencies or school situa-
tions …” 

Minnesota law allows Safe Fami-
lies to care for children up to one 
year. However, Sandberg said the 
average is about 60 days. 

Although approved families are 
able to offer support to children up 
through high school, the main age 
group they serve is newborn to fi ve 
years old.

‘Ministry mobilization 
with social oversight’

Currently, Safe Families for Chil-
dren Twin Cities has 80 approved 
families. Some of these families 
serve 270 days out of a year while 
others serve just two weeks.

 “I just say, ‘If you can help me 
one time for one weekend,’” Sand-
berg said. “‘We need you, because 
you might be the very one that 
helps a family.’”

Prospective host families, much 
like the foster care system, must 
complete an application, reference 
forms, a background check and 
pass a home assessment. The ap-
proval process also includes signing 
a statement of faith. 

While 80 families are currently 
approved and able to step in and 
help families in the seven county 
metro area, Sandberg would love to 
have 1,000 families on their roster 
and wonders about the positive im-
pact this would incur.

When a need arises, referral 
sources contact Safe Families to 
see if they can meet the need. A 
Safe Families intake coordinator 
will then communicate that need 
to their volunteers until a fam-
ily agrees to step in and meet that 
need.

Trying to remove the sterile and 
clinical aspect from child care, 
Sandberg likens the work of Safe 
Families to that of a caring friend.

“If you are in the hospital and you 
need help with your kids, you don’t 

need a social worker,” she said. 
“You just need a caring friend.” 

Messy but rewarding work 
When Sandberg was fi rst present-

ed with the opportunity to work 
with Safe Families, she thought of it 
as “extremely messy work.”

“But it got me really excited,” she 
continued. “Mostly because I have 
a passion for the pew people, the 
people who really do want to serve 
Christ but don’t know what to do 
because they’re the brick layer or 
they don’t teach Sunday school or 
they don’t preach and they’re not 
an elder.”

However, given the opportunity, 
providing care for the vulnerable is 
helping to fulfi ll the biblical man-
date to care for the widow and the 
orphan.

“Here’s an opportunity to minis-
ter to a vulnerable child by putting 
an extra chair at the table and by 
adding another car seat to your 
car,” Sandberg said. “Nothing else 
changes in your life except you’re 
going to love on a child temporar-
ily while another parent is [away].”

Sandberg believes God’s call is 
clear and that there’s a place for ev-
eryone to become involved in this 
gospel-centered ministry.

“I honestly believe that the local 
church should have … when we 
certify a family, that family should 
come before the church and be 
prayed over and anointed because 
… it is serious business,” she said. 
“There are really seriously hurting 
people out there who need the gos-
pel in tangible ways.” 

SAFE FAMILIES…
Continued from page 1

friends and family gave us just what we 
needed for each day,” Jill Hass recalled. 
“One day I would fi nd a bag of groceries 
on my doorstep; the next day a check 
would show up in our mailbox. It was 
so hard. We felt so vulnerable, ashamed 
and helpless.” 

One time the power had been shut 
off from their house. Having told no 
one, Hass cried out to God. Moments 
later she received a phone call from 
the city letting her know that the power 
would be back on by 5:00 p.m. Someone 
had paid their utility bill.

Slowly they began putting the pieces 
of their life together. Alex got a new job, 
and a steady pace of playing “catch up” 
began. Even so, they had been marked 
by the experience and changed.

One Sunday during church as Jill 
Hass praised God for carrying them 
through such a diffi cult time, she 
wondered how she could ever thank 
everyone who had helped them. 

“As I sat there, I overwhelmingly had 
the impression that I needed to fi nd a 
way to give back,” she said. 

Then she had an idea. Inspired 
by the World Vision livestock gift 
catalog, Jill and Alex decided to 
host a backyard potluck with a few 
local bands, invite all their friends 
and neighbors and gather dona-
tions for livestock animals featured 
in the World Vision catalog. The 
event would be called Livestock: A 
Celebration of Giving and Music.

The World Vision gift catalog enables 
individuals to purchase life-sustaining 
animals such as goats, chickens or 
cows. These livestock animals are then 
distributed to a World Vision family in 
desperate need. 

“They provide nourishment in 
milk, eggs and cheese,” Hass said. 
“If the animals reproduce, they can 
sell them to make a profi t—giving 
another gift that keeps on giving.”

After the fi rst Livestock event in 

2008, friends and neighbors helped 
raise more than $4,000 in dona-
tions. The following year held the 
same concept except, instead of 
having a potluck, a few local food 
vendors were invited to sell food 
at the event. In 2009, more than 
$6,000 was raised.

Realizing that Livestock was outgrow-
ing their backyard, the Hass’ decided to 
form a committee and move the annual 
event to the public grounds of Min-
nesota Square Park in St. Peter. Each 
committee member focuses on specifi c 
areas including booking musicians, 
acquiring event sponsors, selecting 
food vendors and all the things that 
go into coordinating a family-friendly 
festival experience. 

Some of the festivities include a 5K 
run, live music, a kid zone with bounce 
houses, a petting zoo and a world mar-
ket for unique gifts from around the 
globe. Admission to Livestock is free.

“All we ask is that families will open 
their hearts, celebrate their abundant 
blessings and give back by making a 
livestock animal donation from the 
World Vision gift catalog,” Hass said.

Since the festival’s humble begin-
nings in 2008, the Livestock Music and 
Giving Celebration has raised more 
than $94,000 to be given to the most 
desperate families in the world.

“In America, we often have a dis-
torted view of certain things when 
it comes to money,” Hass said. “The 
book ‘The Hole in Our Gospel’ really 
opened my eyes to the realities of this 
world. It is written by Rich Stearns, the 
president of World Vision, and he states 
that the average American makes $102 
per day while the rest of the world is 
making less than $2 per day. We are 
then considered among 90 percent of 
the world’s most wealthy, according to 
Stearns. Talk about perspective.”   

LIVESTOCK…
Continued from page 1

riage would not adequately protect 
religious freedom. 

“If marriage is redefi ned in civil 
law, individuals and religious or-
ganizations—regardless of deeply 
held beliefs—will be compelled to 
treat same-sex unions as the equiva-
lent of marriage in their lives, min-
istries and operations,” the group 
wrote.

Carl Nelson, president of Trans-
form Minnesota, believes that mak-
ing legislative accommodations 
for ministries and churches is not 
enough.

“The beliefs and values of the 
people in the pews, who have to live 
out their convictions and beliefs 
in everyday life, should also mat-
ter,” he said. “This state cannot and 
should not label as bigots and out-
laws those who simply believe what 
practically every civilization has al-
ways believed about marriage. Sad-
ly, that will be the result of current 
legislation to redefi ne marriage.”

Leaders who signed the joint let-
ter include the Rev. Troy Dobbs of 
Grace Church; the Rev. Don Fon-
dow, Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod; the Rev. Steve Goold of 
New Hope Church; the Rev. Jerry 
McAfee of New Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church; Superintendent 
Clarence St. John of the Minne-
sota District Council, Assemblies of 
God; and many others.

The letter concludes: “We call on 
all people of good will to preserve 
marriage and religious freedom. 
The far-reaching consequences 
of redefi ning marriage in civil law 
extend throughout our Minnesota 
communities and will directly im-
pact religious freedom. Marriage 
and religious freedom are integral 
to the prosperity of our state, and 
our elected leaders should do all 
they can to maintain these impor-
tant values.

MARRIAGE…
Continued from page 1
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All the elements were there for 
front-page stories and lead cover-
age on the nightly news. Charges 
of corruption and theft, operating 
an abortion clinic that’s been de-
scribed as “fi lthy” and “disgusting” 
and worst of all: seven counts of 
murder (although a judge recently 
dismissed several counts)—all cen-
tered on one person.

The trial for Kermit Gosnell, 
who operated the Women’s Medi-
cal Society in West Philadelphia 
since 1979, began recently with but 
a whimper from most in the me-
dia despite the incredible criminal 
complaints brought to light against 
Gosnell and his clinic practices.  

According to a report in the 
“Washington Post,” the conditions 
inside the clinic were deplorable 
and an employee of the abortion 
center “estimated that about 40 
percent of the clinic’s abortions 
occurred after 24 weeks,” a viola-
tion of Pennsylvania law. The grand 

jury report, mentioned in the same 
“Post” article, said that Gosnell had 
a solution to unwanted babies that 
he delivered: “he killed them” and 
referred to this act as “ensuring fe-
tal demise.”

The details of how the clinic op-
erated and Gosnell’s actions are 
horrible, detestable, nearly un-
imaginable. Even reading some of 
the reports is diffi cult. 

Nevertheless, when his trial began 
recently, many in the media simply 
ignored it or paid it little attention. 
The absence of coverage was so great, 
however, that calls from pro-life activists 
and others made many in the media 
reexamine their decision not to cover 
the trial. 

The result was handwringing on 
the part of many in the media and 
claims of media bias on the part of 
pro-life supporters and many con-
servatives. While there is certainly 
some truth to the claims of media 
bias, I think there are several larg-

er lessons the Gosnell atrocity can 
teach us.

First, the culture of life—the be-
lief that all life is important—is not 
and most likely will not ever be the 
standard assumption of the general 
culture. That certainly makes our 
job more diffi cult, but it doesn’t 
lessen the importance of it.

Whether we are talking about 
the mainstream media or cultural 
establishments or a host of other 
culture-specifi c institutions, the cul-
ture of life will not appear too high 
on their radar screens. That makes 
it less surprising that so many of 
these institutions paid little heed to 
the opening of the Gosnell trial—
and will most likely do the same for 
similar situations in the future.

Second, we can’t always rely on 
the mainstream media to promote 
and support our causes. The gos-
pel and its values—as Christ taught 
us—are oftentimes at odds with 
those of the general culture. 

If that’s the case, then we can 
rarely expect others to pick up the 
mantle Christ has called us to carry. 
Thankfully, in the case of media, 
there are now hundreds of other 
outlets where people can get their 
information and news. While the 
mainstream media is still a domi-
nant force in many ways, there are 
solid and growing challenges to its 
dominance.

Finally—and perhaps most im-
portantly—giving voice to the 
voiceless is perhaps one of the most 
uphill battles people can traverse. 
We only need to look to Scripture—
particularly the Minor Prophets—
to see how diffi cult and seemingly 
never-ending is the fi ght for justice. 

Giving voice to the voiceless—
much like other social, political 
and cultural movements—will be a 
long, perilous and uphill struggle, 
one that will be fi lled with setbacks, 
frustrations and small victories. 

Yet we know that our struggle 
is not in vain. Christ encourages 
those who follow Him not to give 
up hope, for He ultimately is in 
control.

So when the mainstream media 
failed to adequately cover a story 
as signifi cant as the Gosnell trial, 
should we feel surprised? Maybe. 
But put into the context of the 
larger Christian narrative, probably 
not.

By Rick Dack

Roma Downey’s “The Bible” with 
husband/producer Mark Burnett 
made its debut in early March. This 
anticipated miniseries achieved 
high ratings and praise from Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike—a 
successful problem. 

Where was the Old Testament 
Joseph in this miniseries? Why did 
Moses plunge his staff into the 
Red Sea? Did not God tell Moses 
to lift his staff, stretch his hand out 
over the sea and divide it (Exodus 
14:16). 

A similar action later in the wil-
derness disqualifi ed Moses from 
Canaan (Numbers 20). When Jesus 
walked on the water, Peter joined 
him on the waves (Matthew 14). 
Was this a dream or an actual event? 
The actor playing Peter awoke as 
if it was a dream. Before entering 
Jerusalem for the last time, did Je-
sus know He would be betrayed 
and have to die on the cross? The 
scriptures say yes (Matthew 16, 17, 
20; Mark 10; Luke 9; John 12; etc.). 
Downey’s “The Bible” depicts this 

differently. 
It is true that God can use any-

thing for His purposes, and “The 
Bible” had its high points (parts 
of Abraham, David, Daniel, Pente-
cost), but at what point should we 
be concerned about the current 
biblical literacy among Christians 
and the lack of apologetic (Bible 
defense) knowledge that every 
Christian should know? 

Bill O’Reilly’s FOX interview 
with Downey and her husband re-
aired on Easter Sunday night in 
which O’Reilly’s defi nition of Bible 
persons/events—Adam and Eve, 
Noah’s Ark, Jonah etc.—was de-
scribed by the television host as “al-
legorical” and “contradictory.” 

Unfortunately, Roma Downey, 
her husband and multiple other 
Christian interviewees don the 
“deer in headlights” look when 
called upon to answer. Sadly, those 
who have the information in sup-
port of the Bible do not have the 
national platform and those that 
have the high profi le are ignorant 
of the archaeological facts.

In July of 2009, CBN reported 

that more than 60 percent of Amer-
icans could not name either half 
of the Ten Commandments or the 
four Gospels of the New Testament. 
Some 80 percent, including “born 
again” Christians, believe that “God 
helps those who help themselves” is 
a direct quote from the Bible. And 
31 percent believe a good person 
can earn his/her way into heaven.

Given these statistics it’s no won-
der that well over 450 separate 
reviewers on Amazon.com gave 
the scripturally problematic fi lm 
“The Nativity Story” high marks. 
This 2006 fi lm contained scenes 
in which biblical characters par-
ticipated in the occult (Mary’s palm 
was read), inaccurate depictions of 
Bible events (the Magi did not fol-
low a star in the fi lm but a poten-
tial conjunction of planets), as well 
as the worst possible presumption 
about Mary’s pregnancy. Mary’s fa-
ther asked her if she was with (sexu-
ally) one of Herod’s men. 

This false belief about a soldier 
named Pantera being the father 
of Jesus was dreamt up by a sec-
ond century atheist named Celsus. 

The Disney-owned History channel 
picked up this myth and reintro-
duced it on “In Search of Christ-
mas” in 2002, which airs every year 
around Christmas. Is it mere coin-
cidence that Mike Rich, the screen-
writer for “The Nativity Story,” also 
wrote for Disney and that’s how this 
false idea entered the fi lm?

Bible fi lms coming to the the-
aters in 2013/2014 include “Noah” 
starring Russell Crowe; “Goliath” 
starring The Rock; a new Moses 
movie, “Gods and Kings,” directed 
by Steven Spielberg; “Pontius Pi-
late” starring Brad Pitt who in July 
of 2009 stated, “There is no God” 
in “Bild” magazine and potentially 
two fi lms about Mary the mother of 
Jesus.

Christians, be encouraged! You 
can trust the Bible scripturally and 
historically, but how well can you 
and those you care about discern 
truth from error coming out of 
Hollywood and liberal academia? 

Every congregation member and 
Bible student should know who 
specifi c biblical characters are, why 
they are in the Bible, their success-

es and failures, what we can learn 
from them and why we can trust the 
scriptures historically using archae-
ology.

It is true that there is no such 
thing as the perfect Bible movie. 
Parents should review fi lm content 
before showing it to their kids and 
teenagers because today’s Bible 
fi lms contain some adult themes, 
partial nudity and inaccuracies. 

The best Bible fi lm scenario 
would be for churches throughout 
the world to set up a fund to make 
a multi-million dollar miniseries us-
ing the latest in talent and technol-
ogy. For once I would like to see the 
Bible produced accurately rather 
than having to rely on atheistic Hol-
lywood to do our job.

Rick Dack is the founder and 
director of Faith in Science Edu-
cational Ministries. He speaks at 
churches and schools on Hollywood 
Bible skeptics, archaeological sup-
port for the Bible, the importance 
of knowing scripture as history and 
Hollywood faith stories.

Roma Downey’s ‘The Bible’ is a successful problem

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

What Gosnell can teach us about the struggle for justice

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

ERIC — I started using as a teenager 
and have tried almost every drug 
there is. But meth was the one that 
took hold of me, and for 16 years I 
was living a life of crime, destroying 
every relationship I had. Facing prison 
time for my 8th felony charge, I asked 
God to take control of my ruined life. 
Nothing has been the same since. 
Instead of prison, God brought me to 
MnTC where I developed my relation-
ship with Jesus. I have changed from 
the inside out, and my family sees it. 
I now work here as program staff, I 
am enrolled in school, 
and am blessed to do 
ministry outreach in 
the same jail I once 
occupied.

612.643.0909
www.keechmedia.com

DONATE YOUR CAR
By donating your car, in any condition, you can make a difference…

Free towing. Same day pickup.
Call for more info: 612-296-5242

Cars for Compassion

— TAX DEDUCTIBLE —
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Jim & Lynne Jackson

‘Teachable moments’ are effective ways to pass on learning

Life seems so unfair
Life doesn’t seem fair. Nonbeliev-

ers seem to experience more bless-
ings than believers do. In order 
to fi nd some spiritual stability, we 
need a reality check. The best place 
we can go to get things “reframed” 
is to listen to God’s communication 
system: the Bible. Psalm 73 gives us 
God’s playbook on what to do when 
we get our signals crossed.

This psalm was written by a man 
named Asaph. He was a mature, 
godly man who served as the wor-
ship leader in the temple and was 
the author of 12 different psalms. 
Yet in spite of all this, he was ready 
to hand everything in and head 
back home. He almost walked away 
from God because his perception 
of reality was mixed up. 

Asaph asks the question that 
many of us have asked at one time 
or another: If God is supposed to 
bless believers, why do we struggle 
with health, fi nances and relation-
al turmoil, while the unbelievers 
around us seem to enjoy prosper-
ity? 

A theological conclusion all 
wrapped up in verse 1: “Surely God 
is good to Israel, to those who are 
pure in heart.” Asaph is stating the 
universal premise for the believer: 
God is good. The word “surely” lit-
erally means “yet” and also has the 
idea of exclusivity.

While we can count on this cer-
tainty, it’s also the crux of the prob-
lem. If God is good, shouldn’t we 
receive more “good” things in our 
life? Shouldn’t we at least have 

more blessings than those who 
don’t even care about God?

Here’s the human perspective in 
a nutshell:

1. The prosperity of the wicked 
(verse 3). Asaph is doing what many 
of us do when we make judgments 
based only upon what we see. His 
perspective is on the present, and 
he’s forgotten the future.

2. The peace of the wicked (vers-
es 4-5). Asaph wonders why life 
seems so good for those who have 
nothing to do with God.

3. The pride of the wicked (vers-
es 6-12). Asaph looks closer, and 
he sees that the unbeliever has no 
need of God.

4. The self-pity of the righteous 
(verse 13). Asaph basically believes 
that there is no advantage to holy 
living. He’s starting to tube out 
spiritually when he writes: “Surely 
in vain have I kept my heart pure; 
in vain have I washed my hands in 
innocence.”

Asaph then remembers that he is 

part of the community of faith and 
that he must be careful what he ver-
balizes, saying, “If I had said, ‘I will 
speak thus,’ I would have betrayed 
your children.” He couldn’t talk to 
others about his doubts, because it 
would have done more harm than 
good. Asaph is concerned for spiri-
tual infants and doesn’t want to do 
anything to lead them astray, so he 
chooses to keep quiet.

If he had spoken openly about 
his doubts, he would have betrayed 
younger believers by introducing 
ideas that were not true because 
they were incomplete. This is ad-
mirable, but it doesn’t solve his di-
lemma. 

His second approach is equally 
futile. Verse 16 says, “When I tried 
to understand all this, it was oppres-
sive to me.” Keeping things inside 
only made him want to explode. 

So we need a heavenly perspec-
tive. 

As we come to verse 17, we 
see a noticeable shift in Asaph’s 

paradigm as he goes through a 
reality check. In the fi rst half of the 
psalm, he is viewing life from a hu-
man outlook. In the second half, 
he reframes his understanding 
of reality by looking at heaven’s 
viewpoint. The fi rst section deals 
with the “trial of faith,” and the 
last part addresses the “triumph 
of faith.”

When we look at life through 
the eyes of eternity, we will see four 
things:

1. The ruin of the wicked (verses 
18-20). Asaph’s reality is reframed 
as he’s fi nally able to see that God 
has placed the wicked on slippery 
ground.

2. The repentance of the righ-
teous (verses 21-22). Asaph owns 
up for his vision of things: “When 
my heart was grieved and my spirit 
embittered, I was senseless and ig-
norant; I was a brute beast before 
you.” When controlled by bitter-
ness, he behaved like an animal.

3. The rewards of the righteous. 

After confessing that he was bit-
ter, senseless and ignorant, he im-
mediately recognizes that God has 
not cast him away: “I am always 
with you; you hold me by my right 
hand.” This verse delineates two 
rewards: God’s presence and God’s 
protection. 

4. The responsibility of believ-
ers. Asaph concludes by saying that 
he will fulfi ll two key responsibili-
ties of every believer. First, he will 
stay near to God. Since happiness 
is only found in a close relation-
ship with God, it only makes sense 
to get as close to Him as possible. 
Our second responsibility is to tell 
others about God. Once he sees the 
destruction of the wicked, he no 
longer craves what they have, and 
now he can speak. 

When our perspective shifts from 
our human understanding to the 
reality of eternity, we won’t be able 
to be quiet. We must speak. We will 
want to tell of all His deeds. We 
cannot sit on the good news while 
people are slipping and sliding into 
the horrors of hell.

Maybe some signals have been 
crossed and you’ve thought about 
bailing on God. Take the time right 
now to examine yourself as 1 Cor-
inthians 11:28 challenges us to do. 
If you’re far from God, draw near 
to Him and allow Him to reframe 
your reality. 

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.

We had it all fi gured out. With 
strong desire to be more intentional 
about teaching faith at home, we’d 
put together a little lesson plan 
for a family Bible study. Complete 
with some fun object lessons and 
activities, it was sure to be a hit!

We gathered the kids, ages 6 – 10, 
and played the planned games and 
did the object lesson. It was fun. 
Even though we’d done a lot of this 
and were pretty good at it, getting 
the kids to sit still for the next fi ve 
minutes for the planned teaching 
segment was like pulling teeth. We 
fi nally made a fi rm demand that 
the kids remain quiet so we could 
make our point and be done.

The kids sat restless and dis-
tracted on the couch while we read 
some verses and did our best to ap-
ply the teaching to the earlier activi-
ties. Daniel, our eldest, was highly 
agitated and more interested in vir-
tually everything else in the room 
than in the lesson. His feet kicked 
and his eyes wandered. We prayed 
and fi nished, frustrated and un-

certain about the outcome of our 
planned teaching. 

What did the kids learn from 
our lesson? Did anything actually 
“stick?” We feared that perhaps 
they learned that faith is boring, or 
that you have to sit still all the time 
to learn about God. So we deter-
mined to be even more intentional 
to watch for ways to talk about God 
and our faith in the context of our 
everyday lives.

A few days later, I went golfi ng 

with Daniel. On the second hole, I 
found a wallet with a load of cash 
and no ID. Frankly, my fi rst thought 
was to just pocket the money and 
keep it if no one came looking. I 
quickly overcame that temptation 
and decided to invite Daniel into 
this “teachable moment.”

“Look what I found!” I exclaimed. 
Daniel came over for a look. His 
eyes lit up when he saw the big wad 
of cash—well over $100! 

“There’s no ID in it, so we can’t 
fi nd the owner. I thought about 
keeping it,” I confessed. “What do 
you think?” I asked.

Daniel furrowed his brow, and I 
could almost see the gears turning 
as he thought intently. He was in-
trigued, but he wasn’t so sure what 
to do. In the context of this real life 
lesson, I had his full attention. 

So I asked, “What do you think 
the Bible might say about some-
thing like this situation?”

Daniel knew the commandments 
and said, “Don’t steal!”

I gave a little push-back. 

“But this isn’t stealing! Someone 
lost it, and I found it.”

Daniel seemed to know that 
this wasn’t the fi nal answer, but he 
didn’t know what to say. 

I offered: “Well, I know I don’t 
really want to keep it because of a 
heavy feeling I just had. That heavy 
feeling is something God built us 
to feel so that we can know when 
we do something wrong, and try 
to make it right. I had that feeling 
just now because I thought about 
keeping the money. So what do you 
think we could do to make it right?”

Daniel was now fully engaged. He 
came up with several ideas about 
how to be sure the owners could 
have a chance to get the money 
back. We dissected each idea to be 
sure that it would keep others from 
succumbing to the temptation I 
had felt. 

He fi nally said, “What if we tell 
the people at the pro-shop that we 
found a wallet and give them our 
phone number?” 

This thorough approach to a 

“teachable moment” clearly led to 
Daniel’s learning.

Talking about God can feel forced, or 
it can fl ow naturally as we look for op-
portunities to be talking and teaching. 
It’s helpful to build planned learning 
activities into our routines for teaching 
our children about God. To do this 
requires that we too are growing in 
the knowledge and application of the 
Bible’s teaching. 

But let’s do this remember-
ing that perhaps the best plan for 
teaching faith is in the context of 
everyday life, by doing as Moses 
commanded: “Talk about them 
(God’s teachings) when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when 
you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:7).

Connected Families founders, 
authors and speakers Jim and Lynne 
Jackson have spent more than 20 
years guiding parents to live by 
God’s grace and truth with their 
children. Visit their website at www.
connectedfamilies.org.

If God is supposed to 

bless believers, why do we 

struggle…while unbelievers 

seem to enjoy prosperity?
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THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is 
headed because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth 
of the Bible. 
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Group celebrates 
anniversary of ‘Woman’s 
Right to Know’ law

SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citi-
zens Concerned for Life (MCCL) 
recently noted the 10-year anni-
versary of the passage of the Wom-
an’s Right to Know law. The law 
required women considering an 
abortion to receive a variety of in-
formation about abortion, includ-
ing facts, risks, etc.

“This protracted fi ght to inform 
and empower women was well 
worth the effort and remains a re-
minder that through perseverance, 
justice for women can be achieved,” 
said MCCL Executive Director Scott 
Fischbach, via a media release.

The law took effect during the 
summer of 2003. MCCL noted that 
in 2011, 13,645 women were given 
the information and 11,071 went 
ahead with the abortion, meaning 
more than 2,500 decided not to 
continue with the procedure.

 “We commend [then] Gov. 
Pawlenty and all the DFL and GOP 
legislators who fought for so many 
years to make this possible,” Fisch-
bach concluded.

For more information about 
MCCL, visit www.mccl.org.

Lutheran and Catholic 
bishops urge lawmakers 
to protect the poor

SAINT PAUL — Last month, bishops 
of Minnesota’s Roman Catholic Church 
and Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) issued a letter to Gov. 
Mark Dayton and the Minnesota House 
and Senate urging them to protect the 
poor during budget negotiations.

The letter specifi cally urged 

lawmakers to ensure a “circle of 
protection” around programs that 
serve the poor. 

 “As leaders of the state’s two largest 
faith communities, comprising almost 
two million lay faithful, Catholic and 
ELCA Lutheran bishops have a respon-
sibility to speak out on behalf of the 
common good of all Minnesotans,” 
said Jason Adkins, executive director 
of the Minnesota Catholic Conference, 
via a news release. “With this letter, they 
hope to remind legislators and the 
public that budget decisions are moral 
decisions. Ensuring the basic dignity 
of the poorest and most vulnerable 
Minnesotans should be the top priority 
when spending decisions are made.”

The letter outlined four main 
principles religious leaders hope 
lawmakers will consider when mak-
ing budget decisions. They include 
framing the “budget debate in 
terms of moral choices” and the 
desire for “respectful, bi-partisan 
dialogue.”

Matt Blair to highlight 
FreedomWorks benefi t

MAPLE GROVE — Former Min-
nesota Viking Matt Blair will high-
light the annual FreedomWorks 
benefi t on Thursday, May 9 at Lord 
of Life Lutheran Church in Maple 
Grove. FreedomWorks is a ministry 
that helps men released from pris-
on reconcile with God, their fami-
lies and communities.

Former Minnesota Gov. Al Quie 
will also be present at the benefi t, 
as well as Ramsey County Sheriff 
Matt Bostrom.

Tickets are $25 and can be pur-
chased by visiting www.myfreedom-
works.com or by calling (612) 522-
9007.   

ing people to Christ, even amidst 
the anguish that often accompanies 
disasters. Primarily, ReachGlobal 
aims to build a network of churches 
and volunteers who can mobilize 
quickly when a disaster strikes, be-
lieving churches are the “caring 
hands of Jesus.”

Following God’s lead
Mike Schultz had a heart and 

passion for reaching people for 
Christ through disasters. He has 
an emergency response back-
ground and some experience 
working disasters, so after Hur-
ricane Katrina, his natural re-
sponse was wondering how he 
could help.

“So I hopped on a plane [in 
2009] and found myself in New 
Orleans after Katrina …,” he re-
called. “I just jumped on a plane. 
I heard about what [ReachGlobal 
was] doing, and I didn’t know of 
any organization that was specifi -
cally doing what they were doing, 
which was specifi cally what I was 
kind of looking for.”

Schultz now fi nds himself as a 
staff missionary for ReachGlobal, 
utilizing his background in emer-
gency response and his passion 
for helping those in need.

“[When] a crisis happens, ev-
erybody’s heart is pulled, they 
want to go respond,” he said. 
“[But] when all the cameras go, 
when the media is gone, that’s re-
ally when the work begins. People 
forget about it.” 

 Schultz believes that despair 
and hopelessness can oftentimes 
take over when that initial inun-
dation of activity has been ex-
pended.

Mike Schultz (right) got his initiation 
with ReachGlobal through helping 
out after Hurricane Katrina. Here he 
is working in a ReachGlobal storage 
facility in New Orleans.

“So when the money leaves, the 
media leaves, the short-term relief 
workers leave, the communities 
are left in despair, [with] no hope, 
[wondering] ‘What do I do next?’”

Yet amidst this potential de-
spair, hope in Christ can be 
communicated and expressed 
through actions and words.

“Lives are transformed in the 
chaos of the disaster, lives are 
transformed after that when the 
real work—the long haul—re-
ally takes place,” Schultz said. “As 
we’re working side by side with 
the homeowners, they have un-
limited access to them. It’s abso-
lutely phenomenal when you’re 
working right next to the home-
owners and you’re being impact-
ed by them. Some of the relation-
ships like that you just don’t get 
when you’re only there for a week 
or a few days.”

Preparing churches to respond
Regardless of the community, 

the local church is regularly seen 
as a place of help and hope—even 
if the majority of residents do not 
attend there. Schultz believes the 
health of the local church is vital 
to the needs of the community. 

“When a church goes down, a 
community goes down,” he said. 
“A church that’s in disaster can’t 
help.”

That’s why ReachGlobal puts 
so much emphasis on preparing 
and enlisting the church to meet 

the needs following a disaster. 
The initiative is looking to help 
train 20 churches over the next 
24 months to create a “custom-
designed response to real or po-
tential crisis that is based on your 
church’s vision, resources and lo-
cal needs.” 

Schultz noted that many 
churches and organizations op-
erate reactively, waiting for a di-
saster to happen before coordi-
nating efforts and implementing 
recovery plans. By training and 
equipping churches to have those 
things in place prior to a disaster, 
they can operate more quickly 
and effectively when that disaster 
actually strikes.

The training includes information 
on creating a crisis response team, 
help with short- and long-term recov-
ery efforts and “effective follow-up 
and church multiplication through 
crisis response efforts.”

Training efforts also include help 
with community transformation, 
which involves help with assessing 
the community’s needs, spiritual 
follow-up and discipleship practices. 

While the EFCA works with its 
own congregations, it’s also look-
ing for partnerships with other de-
nominations, churches and relief 
organizations. Since it was fi rst de-
veloped, ReachGlobal has expand-
ed across the nation and into other 
countries as well.

Long-term help
This August will mark the 

eighth anniversary of Hurricane 
Katrina. Eight years seems like 
a long time ago, but relief and 
rebuilding efforts are still under 
way—at least for some.

Schultz noted that nearly eight 
years after the devastating Cat-
egory 3 storm made landfall in 
southeast Louisiana, ReachGlob-
al still sends teams to help with 
relief efforts.

That long-term commitment 
not only can help with the physi-
cal recovery, but it also helps 
build relationships that ultimate-
ly can have eternal consequences. 

For more information about Reach-
Global Crisis Response, visit www.
go.efca.org/ministries/reachglobal/
crisis-response. For more informa-
tion about Mike Schultz and his 
work with ReachGlobal, email mike@
oammagazine.com or call (612) 
619-9771.

DISASTER…
Continued from page 1
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By Scott Noble 

MINNEAPOLIS — When the Rev. 
Efrem Smith left Sanctuary Covenant 
Church in north Minneapolis a few 
years ago to pursue a denominational 
position, church leaders began to 
consider the long-term future of the 
Sanctuary Community Development 
Corporation (CDC). Sanctuary CDC 
was founded some nine years ago 
and helped the north Minneapolis 
congregation engage directly in the 
community.

However, church leaders and CDC 
leaders met over a period of months—
after Smith left—and determined that 
church efforts would be more con-
gregationally based while CDC efforts 
would expand more to a community-
based mission.

With that decision, the Sanctuary 
CDC was renamed Hope United Com-
munity Development Corporation, 
and it became a separate nonprofi t 
organization. Leaders also reaffi rmed 
its vision and mission, which is “to be 
a catalyst of that hope and to connect 
people, organizations and resources 

for transforma-
tion,” accord-
ing to the Rev. 
Richard Cole-
man, execu-
tive director of 
Hope United 
CDC. 

C o l e m a n 
bel ieves  the 
organization’s 
mission has be-
come clearer 
with the re-or-
ganization.

“The mis-
sion had evolved over time, so we’re 
actually pursuing the same mission 
today that we were two years go,” 
he said. “But it’s gotten greater 
clarity that there is an opportunity 
in north Minneapolis for the work 
of reconciliation to be more com-
munity based than local church 
based. Not that we don’t need lo-
cal churches doing it, but there is 
a need for kind of a neutral party 
within the body of Christ that pro-
vides opportunities for multiple 

congregations and nonprofi ts 
and others to connect.”

That connection between in-
dividuals and groups has helped 
fuel the passion and hope that 
Coleman sees in the community, 
even though some have experi-
enced frustration with the pace 
of change.

“People have been frustrated 
with the lack of movement toward 
healing and health in north Min-
neapolis—health from a commu-
nity standpoint,” he said. “I think 
people have realized that many 
resources have been invested, a 

lot of effort has been invested. So I think 
there is some frustration with that. I also 
see a lot of energy and a lot of passion 
to persevere in new and perhaps dif-
ferent ways than we’ve done before.”

Hope United CDC has three main 
efforts it is pursuing. The fi rst is called 
“Positive Community Engagement” 
and has several components—one 
of which is the Bridge of Reconcilia-
tion. This monthly meeting involves 
community leaders who meet over 
lunch to discuss issues related to north 

Minneapolis.
“We provide a table for the diverse 

parties to come,” Coleman said. “It’s a 
place … where people from different 
places come toward the same point. 
We use a bridge as a metaphor for con-
necting people from different places. 
We meet on the bridge, and then we 
go back to our respective places having 
been informed, having formed new 
relationships.”

The second main community effort 
of Hope United CDC is focused on 
learning readiness. This faith-based ef-
fort hopes to connect adults and teens 
with urban kids in order to pursue a 
mentoring relationship.

The fi nal area of engagement is 
centered on economic equity.

“We’re looking to help 2,500 
people who are now dependent 
on public assistance in north Min-
neapolis to fi nd employment over 
the next fi ve years,” Coleman said. 
“This is a collaborative effort of 
about eight nonprofi ts, including 
the CDC.”

This initiative was formed after 
the devastating north Minneapolis 

tornado in 2011.
Coleman sees Hope United CDC 

as following the mission of what Je-
sus taught in the gospels about the 
kingdom.

“We are one body in Christ,” he 
said. “We may have different faith 
statements and so forth, but ulti-
mately Christ calls us into commu-
nity … to participate together. So 
what has to happen is that there has 
to be some structure that provides 
opportunities for differing parties 
to connect. Not to try to get every-
one to reconcile to every theologi-
cal point or style of worship or even 
missional focus, but to agree that 
there’s a need for every single per-
son and every single organization’s 
diverse resource to be connected 
on behalf of the mission of Christ 
in north Minneapolis.”

The Rev. Richard 
Coleman serves as 
executive director of 
Hope United CDC.

Faith-based CDC re-launches, reaffi rms its original mission

For more information about Hope 
United CDC, including information 
about volunteer and mentoring op-
portunities, visit www.hopeunitedcdc.
org or call (612) 692-6563. 
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

THRU MAY 19
“Mercy Unrelenting.” Thu-Sat 7:45pm & 
Sun 2pm, Open Window Theatre, Min-
neapolis, $12-26 • openwindowtheater.
org, 1-800-838-3006

THRU MAY 25
“Mahalia,” gospel musical, based on the 
life of Mahalia Jackson. Old Log Theater, 
Excelsior, $22-34 • (952) 474-5951, 
oldlog.com

   MAY 2 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer, breakfast, prayer 
& praise, with Megan Doyle. 6-8am, 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie, $10 • (952) 
224-3000, atgrace.com

16th Annual West Metro National Day of 
Prayer Breakfast. 6-8am, Grand Ballroom 
of the Medina Entertainment Center, 
500 Hwy 55, Medina, $16-20 • (763) 
473-3730

National Day of Prayer Vigil. 9am-1pm, 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 231-
2965

The 62nd National Day of Prayer. 11:30am, 
The State Capital, Minneapolis • (952) 
890-6749, nationaldayofprayer.org

62nd Annual National Day of Prayer. 12-
1pm, Lakeville City Hall, 20195 Holyoke 
Ave., Lakeville, free • (952) 435-5744

Unite, National Day of Prayer event, with 
Matthew West, Nick Hall & The United 
Twin Cities Worship Band. 7-9pm, Univer-
sity of MN Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis 
• unitendop.com

MAY 3-4 • FRI-SAT
Breaking Free’s ‘Demand Change Project,’ 
2-day anti human traffi cking event. Crown 
Plaza St. Paul Riverfront Hotel, 11 Kellogg 
Blvd. E, St. Paul • breakingfree.net/dcp

MAY 4 • SATURDAY
Victor y Benefit Concer t, ‘Demand 
Change Project,’ with Tiffany Carter, 
Dawna Johnson, & Tru Serva. 6pm, 
Crown Plaza St. Paul Riverfront Hotel, 
11 Kellogg Blvd. E, St. Paul • breaking-
free.net/dcp

MAY 5 • SUNDAY
Theater for the Thirsty, presenting The 
Psalm King, with Jeremiah & Vanessa 
Gamble. 6:30-8pm, Elmwood Evangelical 
Free Church, 3615 Chelmsford Rd., St. 
Anthony • (612) 788-9408

MAY 7 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“The Intentional Discipleship Training 
& Development.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAY 7-10 • TUE-FRI
The 4/14 Movement’s North American 
Summit, with Dr. Scott Turansky, John 
Robb & more. Grace Church, Eden Prairie 
• 4to14summit.com

MAY 8 • WEDNESDAY
Fellowship of Christian Business & Pro-
fessional Women, luncheon. 11:30am-
1pm, The Women’s Club of Minneapolis, 
410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis, $25-30 
• (763) 536-8055

Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

MAY 9 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “The Leader as Trainer”. 
11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minne-
apolis • 1-800-507-9516

Annual FreedomWorks Benefi t, with 
former MN Viking Matt Blair. Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, $25 • 
mefreedomworks.com, (612) 522-9007

MAY 10 • FRIDAY
Chick-Fil-A Leadercast. 8am-3:30pm, 
Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport, 
2800 American Blvd., Bloomington, 
$79-99 • (651) 777-6908, chick-fi l-
aleadercast.com

Birth Mother Dinner for New Life Family 
Services, with keynote speaker Michelle 
Thooft. 6-8:30pm, Calvary Roseville, 
2120 Lexington Ave. N, Roseville • nlfs.
org, (612) 746-5672

“Classics in the Great Hall: Come Thou 
Fount of Every Blessing.” 7:30pm, Ben-
son Great Hall, Bethel University, St Paul, 
$5-13.50 • bethel.edu, (651) 638-6333

MAY 10-11 • FRI-SAT
  C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. Fri 
8pm; Sat 4pm & 8pm, Pantages Theatre, 
710 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, $39-59 
• (612) 339-7007, screwtapeonstage.
com

“Daniel Undefi led.” Fri 7pm & Sat 2pm & 

7pm, Eden Prairie High School Perform-
ing Arts Center, 17185 Valley View Rd., 
Eden Prairie, $15 • (952) 356-4481

MAY 11 • SATURDAY
MEC Spring Celebration, with Jim Ke-
tola & Steven Gamble. 6:30-8:30pm, 
Lakes Free Church, Lindstrom • (651) 
408-1300

MAY 16 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Interviewing 
& Hiring. Eagle Brook, Blaine Campus• 
macfm.org

MAY 17 • FRIDAY
“Not Forgotten: The Untold Story of 
Autism in Ukraine,” Minneapolis-area 
premiere. 6-8pm, Oxoboro Evangelical 
Free Church, 9431 Nicollet Ave. S, 
Bloomington • (952) 881-6956, notfor-
gottenthemovie.com

  The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social, with Mary Kline. 6:30pm, 
Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka 
• (612) 866-8970

MAY 17-18 • FRI-SAT
Releasing Trauma Seminar. Fri 7pm 
& Sat 10am-3pm, Grand Stay Hotel, 
7083 153rd St. W, Apple Valley, $35-
50. Presented by Trail Blazers Ministry 
& New Renaissance Healing & Creativity 
Center • trailblazersministry.org, newre-
naissance.us

MAY 17-19 • FRI-SUN
  MN Christian Camping Club. Kiesler’s 
Campground, Waseca • 1-800-690-
7045, mnchristiancampers.org, kieslers.
com

MAY 18 • SATURDAY
Engage 2013 Conference, with Jeff My-
ers, Marvin Olasky, John Stonestreet & 
more  9am-4pm, Grace Church, 9301 
Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $25-75 • 
worldmag.com/engage

Goliath Challenge, off road 5k race. 
Badlands Snopark, Hudson, WI. Hosted 
by Trinity Lutheran Church • (715) 
381-1414

Ladies Spring SpaTacular. 10am-4pm, 
Living Word Christian Center, 9201 75th 
Ave. N, Brooklyn Park, $15-20 • (763) 
315-7170

Evangelism Training, Outreach & Din-
ner, with Apostle Julie. 12-4pm, Crystal 
(RSVP for exact location), free • (763) 
742-7687, mmmgroup.org

Shavout 2013, concert & silent auction, 
with Rabbi Ed Rothman. 5pm-12am, 804 
131st Ave., Blaine. Hosted by Key of 
David International • (651) 336-7021, 
kodinternational.org

4th Annual All Praise Concert, with Te-
nore and the North Heights Orchestra 

& Choirs. 7pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, Arden Hills Campus • (651) 
797-7800, nhlc.org

MAY 19 • SUNDAY
Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 2pm, St. John The Evange-
list Episcopal Church, 60 Kent St., St. 
Paul. To benefi t St. Paul Area Council 
of Churches, Project Home • caritasvo-
calensemble.org

39th Annual Concert Gospel Choirs 
United. 5:30pm, Fellowship Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 3355 N 4th St., 
Minneapolis, $8-15 • (651) 291-7623, 
gospelchoirsunited.com

MAY 21 • TUESDAY
Breakfast Fundraiser for Hope United 
Community Development Corporation, 
with Vikings Head Coach, Leslie Frazier. 
7:30-9am, The Ukraine Event Center, 301 
Main St., NE, Minneapolis, $35 • (612) 
692-6563, hopeuniteddc.org

“The Universal Force,” with Dr. Charles 
W. Lucas. 7:30pm, Northwestern Col-
lege, Totino Fine Arts Center, 3003 N 
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

MAY 23 • THURSDAY
30th Annual Spring Banquet for Good 
News Israel, with Jan Markell. 5:30pm, 
North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden 
Hills, $25/person or $200/table of 8 • 
gnfi .org, (952) 926-7369

  MAY 23-AUG 29
Outdoor Contemporary Worship. Thurs-
days 6:30pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, 
free • (763) 545-5659, calvary.org

MAY 26 • SUNDAY
Prayer Group Services & Meal. 2-5pm, 
Minnesota Miracles Ministry, 11106 Sun-
set Trail, Plymouth, free • mmmgroup.
org, (763) 742-7687

JUN 1 • SATURDAY
Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 3pm, Lake of the Isles Lu-
theran Church, 2020 West Lake of the 
Isles Parkway, Minneapolis. To benefi t 
Neighborhood Involvement Program • 
caritasvocalensemble.org

JUN 1-2 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Confer-
ence & Retreat Center, Farmington • 
marriages.org, (651) 454-3238

JUN 3 • MONDAY
Lamplighters International Annual Golf 
Invitational. 12:30-7:30pm, Minneapolis 
• 1-800-507-9516

JUN 4 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“Preparing an Intentional Discipleship 
Bible Study.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

JUN 5 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

JUN 6 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “How to Start as Intentional 
Discipleship Bible Study”. 11:45am-
1pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 
6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 
1-800-507-9516

JUN 7 • FRIDAY
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, 
“Potter & Clay: God at the Wheel” Recep-
tion. 6:30-8:30pm, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
agapearts.net

JUN 7-8 • FRI-SAT
KTIS’ Joyful Noise Family Fest, with Third 
Day, Jeremy Camp, Tenth Avenue North 
& Big Daddy Weave. National Sports 
Center, Blaine $20-70 • ktis.com

JUN 9 • SUNDAY

4th Annual Blessing of Bikes. Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church, 5218 Bartlett 
Blvd., Mound • (952) 472-2756

JUN 9-30
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, “Pot-
ter & Clay: God at the Wheel” Exhibit. 
Mon-Wed 1-3pm; Sun 3-5pm, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, 
Stillwater • agapearts.net

JUN 13 • THURSDAY
White & Black to Give Back, with bowling, 
bocce, bonfi re & silent auction. 6:30pm, 
Pinstripes, Edina. To benefi t Metro Hope 
Recovery Ministries • metrohope.org, 
(612) 721-9415 x106

JUN 15 • SATURDAY
20th Annual Blessing of the Bikes. 9am-
3pm, Hosanna Church, 9600 163rd., 
Lakeville, free • (952) 435-3332

JUN 17 • MONDAY
Hillsong United. 7pm, Target Center, 600 
1st Ave. N, Minneapolis, $22-45 • pre-
mierproductions.com, (612) 673-1600

JUN 18 • TUESDAY
“Facts that Support Creation & the 
Bible,” with Brian Young. 7:30pm, North-
western College, Totino Fine Arts Center, 
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUN 20 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Carpet Care. 
St. Martin, 2801 Westwood Rd., Min-
netonka Beach • macfm.org

JUN 21 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

JUN 21-23 • FRI-SUN
  MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud 
Campground, St. Cloud • 1-800-690-
7045, mnchristiancampers.org, stcloud-
campground.com

JUN 22 • SATURDAY
Walk & Run for Life. 8am-12pm, Lake 
Nokomis, 4955 West Lake Nokomis 
Pkwy., Minneapolis. Hosted by New 
Life Family Services • (612) 866-7643 
x162, nlfs.org

JUN 23 • SUNDAY
Prayer Group Services & Meal. 2-5pm, 
Minnesota M iracles Ministry, 11106 Sun-
set Trail, Plymouth, free • mmmgroup.
org, (763) 742-7687

JUN 30 • SUNDAY
B. Reith, in concert. 6pm, Calvary 
Chapel Pasadena, 2200 E. Colorado 
Blvd., Pasadena • (626) 584-9992, 
calvarychapelpasadena.com

JUL 17-20 • WED-SAT
Sonshine Festival, with TobyMac, Lecrae, 
Skillet & Family Force 5. Willmar Civic 
Center, 2707 Arena Dr., Willmar • (320) 
235-6723, sonshinefestival.com

MAY 10-11 • FRI-SAT (cont.) MAY 18 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Counseling Care
 Professional Christian Counselors 

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

‘Classics in the Great 
Hall’ coming to Bethel

SAINT PAUL — Benson Great Hall 
on the campus of Bethel University 
will host “Classics in the Great Hall: 
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
on Friday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m. The 
concert will feature the Bethel Choir, 
Festival Choir and Orchestra, Women’s 
Chorale, Wind Symphony and Cham-
ber Orchestra.

General admission tickets are 
$13.50 and student tickets are $5.

For more information or to or-
der tickets, visit www.bethel.edu/
events/arts/music or call (651) 
638-6333. 

New Life Family 
Services to honor birth 
mothers

ROSEVILLE — New Life Family 
Services will hold its Birth Mother 
Dinner on Friday, May 10 at 6:00 
p.m. at Grace Church in Roseville. 
The event is designed to honor 
women who have placed their chil-
dren up for adoption.

The keynote speaker for the din-
ner is Michelle Thooft, author of 
“The Gift of Sam.”

For more information or to 
RSVP (by May 5), email elliott.em-
ily@nlfs.org or call (612) 746-5672.

For more information about New 
Life Family Services, visit www.nlfs.org.  

Fundraiser set for 
Healing House

EDINA — MetroHope’s Healing 
House, which is a residential recov-
ery program for women and chil-
dren, will be the recipient of funds 
raised at its upcoming event. The 
night will include bowling, bocce, 
a bonfi re and a buffet designed for 
those 20 – 40 years of age.

The event will be start at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, June 13, at Pin-
stripes in Edina. 

A silent auction will raise money 
for the ministry and will auction 
off passes or tickets for rock climb-
ing, paintball, fi tness classes, water 
parks, go-kart racing and more.

For more information about Me-
troHope Recovery Ministries and 

the event, visit www.metrohope.org 
or call (612) 721-9415 ext. 106.

Potluck planned for 
single parent group

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold its 
monthly social on Friday, June 21 at 
6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church 
in Minnetonka. This month’s event will 
include a potluck followed by volleyball 
and games. 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970 
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Senate votes down 
prayer rule change

SAINT PAUL — According to 
the “Star Tribune,” last month the 
Minnesota Senate voted down a rule 
change that would have allowed guest 
clergy to mention specifi c names for 
deities—including Jesus Christ—when 
leading the Senate in prayer.

The effort to amend the current rule 
was led by Senator Dan Hall (Republi-
can) of Burnsville. Hall is also founder 
of the Capitol Prayer Network. 

Hall told the “Star Tribune”: 
“Clergies are asked or suggested 
that they do not use their deities’ 
name when giving the prayer. Some 
of the chaplains, in wanting to be 
respectful, try to pray in some other 
way, and yet they feel their rights 
are being violated.”

Hall’s change, according to the 
newspaper, would have allowed 
clergy to pray in a way “that is in 
accordance with the person’s con-
science and religious tradition.”

The rule change failed 25-36.    

Conference to focus 
on reaching children

EDEN PRAIRIE — The 4/14 
Movement’s North American Sum-
mit will be held May 7 – 10 at Grace 
Church in Eden Prairie. The con-
ference aims to help churches and 

individuals reach and equip kids 
four to 14 years of age and thus 
transform the world. Organizers 
believe the 4/14 window should be 
“your church’s #1 priority.”

Speakers include Dr. Scott 
Turansky, co-author of 10 books 
on parenting and co-founder of the 
National Center for Biblical Par-
enting and Biblical Parenting Uni-
versity; John Robb, chairman for 
the International Prayer Council 
and International Prayer Connect; 
and Julie Wright, director of Chil-
dren’s Outreach and Evangelism at 
Grace Church in Eden Prairie.

For more information on 
the event and to register, visit 
www.4to14summit.com. 

Conference to feature 
Marvin Olasky

MINNEAPOLIS — WORLD Maga-
zine editor Marvin Olasky will be in 
town Saturday, May 18 for the Engage 
2013 conference, which is sponsored 
by Summit Ministries and WORLD 
Magazine.  

Organizers said the conference will 

help people learn how to represent 
Christ in their communities.

“What we do now will matter for 
generations,” they continued. “Engage 
speakers will equip you to love and dis-
ciple with purpose in the post-Christian 
generation.”

In addition to Olasky, speakers 
include Jeff Myers, president of Sum-
mit Ministries; Warren Smith, associ-
ate publisher and editor of WORLD 
Magazine; Scott Klusendorf, president 
of Life Training Institute; Eric Teetsel, 
executive director of the Manhattan 
Declaration; and John Stonestreet, 
speaker and fellow at the Chuck Colson 
Center for Christian Worldview.

Sessions include the topics Life, 
Marriage, Religious Liberty, Local 
Political Engagement, Journalism and 
Mentoring.

For more information or to register, 
visit www.worldmag.com/engage.

‘Mercy Unrelenting’ 
playing at theater

MINNEAPOLIS — Open Window 
Theatre, a nonprofi t company now 
in its second year, is showing “Mercy 

Unrelenting” until May 19. The theatre 
company “produces multi-generational 
plays with a redemptive value.”

The play tells the story of Maria 
Goretti and her family’s tragedy and 
the forgiveness that followed.  

“I love stories of hope that are 
born of tragedy because tragedy and 
suffering are inescapable aspects of 
the human condition,” said Jeremy 
Stanbary, director and playwright, via 
a news release. “Hope is what seems 
to be in short supply. The true story of 
Maria Goretti and Alessandro Serenelli, 
while representing some of the worst 
dimensions of humanity, also represent 
some of the best.”

The theatre recommends the play 
for those 13 years of age and older due 
to some “intense scenes and mature 
subject matter.”

Show times are 7:45 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and a 2:00 p.m. 
matinee on Sundays.

Tickets are $12 – $26; discounts are 
available for advance tickets, students, 
seniors and children. 

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.openwindowtheatre.
org or call (800) 838-3006. 
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Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring 
relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is required. Look-
ing for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Admissions Representative 
(Evening & Weekend Call Center) This call center position is highly administrative, filled with 
multi-tasking, data entry and telephone time, in a fast paced, high stress environment. Excellent 
written and verbal communication skills and knowledge of MS Office applications required. 
FT/32 hours, $12.00/hr + benefits; Saturday 12:30-9 PM, Sun 12:30-9 PM, Mon-Wed 3-9 PM 

Men’s Program Manager 
Experienced individual needed to manage the daily operations of the men’s program. Posi-
tion is responsible for client evaluations, staff supervision, communication with government 
agencies, and provision of spiritual care to program clients. Minimum requirements: excellent 
written & verbal communication skills, knowledge of MS Office software, bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent experience in a management position. FT, competitive salary + benefits Email 
resumes to: jobs@mntc.org

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with 
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us 
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

HELP WANTED
Electronic Outreach 

Coordinator
Human Life Alliance is ac-
cepting applications for an 
Electronic Outreach Coordi-
nator in its Blaine, MN offi ce. 
Experience in social media, 
communications, PC systems 
and understanding of ages 13 
to 29 demographic required. 
One-year position with pos-
sible renewal. 

Forward resumé and cover 
letter or request more 
information to feedback@
humanlife.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
International Company expanding and is seek-
ing leaders for local marketing teams. On Going 
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training. 
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

FOR SALE-FURNITURE
New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must 
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

HELP WANTED
Life-saving ministry opportunity. Employment and 
Volunteer Medical Positions RDMS Sonographer or 
RN willing to be trained to perform limited obstetrical 
ultrasounds for women in unplanned pregnancies. 
Part-time/full-time availability in Robbinsdale area. 
Call Peggy at (763) 531-9554 X11.

Now Hiring - Assistant Worship Director, 10 hours 
per week. Must play keyboards and be able to sing 
well. Duties include: Attending Worship practice, 
playing for 3 services. Assist the worship director 
as needed including some administration. Those in-
terested please call Brandon Backstrom (763) 691-
5371 or email resume to brandonbackstrom44@
gmail.com. This position is located in Blaine MN 
www.kingswoodchurch.org.

  HOUSING NEEDED
Medical missionary seeking private quarters in a 
home to rent. Mary (651) 492-8215

Room needed in exchange for help with chores. Al 
(952) 881-5988.

  LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian woman for part-time aide. Assist 
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian 
ministry. Driver’s license. No experience neces-
sary – will train. Flexible hours. Could work into 
live-in position. Nice neighborhood. St. Paul. Jean  
(651) 690-0645.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
  August, Ukraine Mission Trip: Performing artists, 
mime. Auditions. Call (612) 562-7170.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                                Share rental – Edina. Charming Tudor Duplex, 
1 block to 50th/France downtown. Professional 
Christian woman looking for short term or long term 
renter. (612) 709-4003. $625 plus shared utilities.

Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $425/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

Mature Christian woman to share my home in new 
Brighton; $300, utilities included (612) 237-7877 
or (651) 633-5563.

Crystal, Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, drugs, pets. $450 + 
deposit, all utilities included. Available immediately. 
Call (763) 370-7168, gary-two@hotmail.com

SERVICES 
      Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

  The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

HELP WANTED

Interviewing and hiring 
on the agenda for 
church facility group

BLAINE — The Minnesota As-
sociation of Church Facility Manag-
ers will hold its next monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, May 16 at Eagle 
Brook Church’s Blaine campus. 
This month’s meeting will focus on 
interviewing and hiring.

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 
staff members and small churches 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

Exhibit to feature 
photographer’s work

SAINT PAUL — The Olson Gal-
lery at Bethel University will host 
the “Mountains, Moving: of George 
C. Poundstone 1926-2013” exhibit 
through May 25. The exhibit will in-

clude projects from Penelope Um-
brico as well as photographs from 
Dr. George C. Poundstone.

The Olson Gallery is located on 
the second level of the Community 
Life Center at Bethel University.

For more information on the 
exhibit, including hours, visit www.
bethel.edu/galleries or call (651) 
638-6527.   

World Relief announces 
plans to assist with 
family reunifi cation

RICHFIELD — World Relief 
Minnesota recently announced it 
will begin taking appointments to 
complete Affi liate of Relationship 
(AOR) applications. The group 
said the refugee sponsorship pro-
gram is temporarily reopened for 
families from the former Soviet 
Union. Applications will be accept-
ed through Sept. 15. 

Residents of the U.S. who were 
likely targets of persecution in the 
former Soviet republics will receive 
interview preference, and this will 
include the categories “Jews, Evan-

gelical Christians, Ukrainian Catho-
lics and members of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
who have immediate relatives in 
the U.S.,” according to a news re-
lease from the group. 

For more information or to fi le 
an AOR, call World Relief’s Immi-
gration Department at (612) 243-
2956. For more information about 
World Relief Minnesota, visit www.
worldreliefmn.org.

Jan Markell is speaker 
for GNFI banquet

ARDEN HILLS — Radio host 
Jan Markell will be the featured 
speaker at the 30th annual Spring 
Banquet for Good News for Israel 
(GNFI). The event will be held on 
Thursday, May 23 at 5:30 p.m. at 
North Heights Lutheran Church in 
Arden Hills.

Individual tickets are $25, and 
sponsorship for a table of eight is 
$200.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.gnfi .org or 
call (952) 926-7369. 

Vikings coach featured 
at breakfast fundraiser

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota Vi-
kings Head Coach Leslie Frazier will 
be the featured guest at the breakfast 
fundraiser for Hope United Commu-
nity Development Corporation. The 
event will be held on Tuesday, May 21 
at 7:30 a.m. at the Ukrainian Event 
Center in Minneapolis.

Tickets are $35 and can be purchased 
by calling (612) 692-6563, by visiting 
www.hopeunitedcdc.org or by emailing 
breakfast@hopeunitedcdc.org.   

Third Day, Jeremy Camp 
headline Joyful Noise

BLAINE — Third Day, Jeremy Camp, 
Tenth Avenue North and several others 
will be in concert at the Joyful Noise 
Family Fest June 7 – 8 at the National 
Sports Center in Blaine. 

In addition to music, attendees will 
have an opportunity to participate 
in various family activities, including 
trampolines and infl atables.

For more information visit www.
joyfulnoisefest.com/2013.
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▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — A nearly packed 
room met Dr. Leith Anderson as 
he gave the keynote address at the 
closing of the G92 Immigration 
Conference at Bethel University 
last month. Anderson, who is presi-
dent of the National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE) and former 
senior pastor of Wooddale Church 
in Eden Prairie, titled his address 
“Why Immigration Reform is Im-
portant for Evangelicals.”

The one-day student conference 
got its start at Cedarville University 

in 2011 and has since grown into a 
national movement. G92 refers to 
the number of references—92—to 
the immigrant in Hebrew in the 
Old Testament.

Conference organizers hoped 
the event would “promote a high-
level conversation about immigra-
tion reform in a way that honors the 
example of Jesus Christ,” according 
to a news release. 

“The G92 Gathering will keep 
Jesus and His Word at the center 
of the discussion,” said Matthew 
Runion, associate campus pas-
tor at Bethel University, via the 

Bethel University hosts immigration reform conference
Growing number of evangelicals 
embracing reform efforts

release. “We are committed to 
transcending partisan sound-bites 
and modeling an exceptionally 
high level of civility as we think 
carefully about an issue that is 
both complicated and important. 
Our desire is to equip a new gen-
eration of leaders to respond to 
this issue in a way that exalts Jesus 
Christ and draws people from 
every nation to Him.”

The conference is part of a 
larger movement of evangelicals 
supporting immigration reform, 
and the NAE has been a leader in 
this effort.

Last month, hundreds of evan-
gelical leaders gathered in Wash-
ington, D.C., for the “Evangelical 
Day of Prayer and Action on 

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — Luther Semi-
nary in St. Paul recently announced 
that it will cut $3 million from its 
annual operating expenses as costs 
have outpaced revenues for the 
school, which is one of eight semi-
naries of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA).

On the personnel side, the cost 
savings will include retirements, 
nearly 20 staff reductions, the deci-
sion not to fi ll open positions and 
several people’s voluntarily moving 
on to other positions.

“This is a hard day for Luther 
Seminary as we announce very dif-
fi cult decisions,” said Rick Foss, 
interim president, via a media re-
lease. “When we looked at our op-
tions, we found we were spending 
our money on excellent initiatives, 
including personnel, programs and 
innovative missional work. How-
ever, it was clear we could not sus-
tain this rate of spending. We will 
deeply miss the people who are 
leaving us and are thankful for all 
their contributions.”

Luther will also halt recruitment 
for its Master of Sacred Music 
program and its Ph.D. program 
until further notice. In addition, 
the seminary’s Wee Care childhood 
education program will close on June 
30 of this year.

The school also noted in its release 
that faculty is “working on the devel-
opment of an enhanced curriculum 
model, which will continue to provide 
an excellent education while reducing 
the overall expense for students.” 

Luther is not alone, however, as 
seminaries across the country face 
new challenges centering on enroll-
ment, doctrinal issues and fi nances.

In a recent “Inside Higher Ed” 
report, Libby A. Nelson noted that 
“Enrollments are falling [at U.S. 
seminaries]. Costs have increased, 
while student debt has become a 
bigger concern. Many Christian 
denominations, seeing their own 
ranks shrink, are providing less fi -
nancial support than in the past.”

In addition, Nelson said that the 
changing religious landscape—
more Americans not identifying 
with a religion—has also muddied 
the waters for the future of reli-
gious higher education.

According to The Association of 
Theological Schools (ATS), which 
serves as the membership and ac-
crediting agency for the nation’s—
and Canada’s—270 religious 
schools, overall revenue at member 
schools dropped signifi cantly dur-
ing the 2012-2013 school year. 

The recent economic downturn 
has greatly impacted theological 
schools. Even though the downturn 
started around 2008, Nelson noted 

that attendance at seminaries has 
been declining since 2005. This de-
cline, according to Nelson, has af-
fected evangelical, Mainline Protes-
tant and Catholic seminaries alike.

Foss, in a message on the school’s 
website, said: “As we make these an-
nouncements, I am deeply aware 
of the sadness in our community. 
I wish things were different. And 
I am hopeful that better days will 
come. Many have asked how they 
can help. We thank you for your 
thoughts during these hard times 
and we covet your prayers, espe-
cially for those directly affected 
by layoffs. We also welcome your 
fi nancial gifts, so we can continue 
to fulfi ll our mission of educating 
future leaders for the church.”

Luther Seminary looks to cut 
$3 million from operating costs

Immigration Reform.” Organiz-
ers hoped the event would dem-
onstrate a “unified evangelical 
voice echoing a biblical vision for 
immigration reform that respects 
the rule of law, reunites families 
and upholds human dignity,” ac-
cording to an announcement from 
organizers.  

In his talk at Bethel University, 
Anderson noted that of the 11 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants 
currently in the U.S., some 40 

percent of them came here legally 
but have since overstayed their 
visas. Citing a myriad of examples 
and data and the seeming inability 
of the U.S. to effectively deal with 
the immigration issue, Anderson 
said, “There has to be a better way.”

That “better way” includes 
sharing responsibility to fi x the 
problem, focusing on the Bible 
as opposed to politics and dem-
onstrating Christ’s love along 
the way. 

Twin Cities Christian Directory in PRINT and ONLINE!
www.twincitieschristiandirectory.com

We help you FIND what you NEED…
from people you trust!

GET YOUR COPY TODAY.

Pick up a FREE copy at your 
church or neighborhood 

Christian bookstore, including all 
LifeWay Christian Stores.

You may also request a free 
copy to be mailed to you by 
calling  (763) 746-2468 x0 

or sending a request to 
info@christianexaminer.com with 

your name and mailing address.

2013 edition 
now available
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Are you recently separated or divorced? 

Is a family member, or friend, dealing with 
this diffi cult situation? 
Take a look at this book. It was written to educate 
and bring comfort. It is loaded with scripture. God 
can do amazing things during troubling times in 
our lives. 

This book could be benefi cial in Support Groups!

Available on Amazon and DeeperShopping, 
Christian Book and Bible

Hand on the Crucifi x
by John Soholt


