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By Scott Noble

As a teenager, Luke Turner ex-
perienced a lot of diffi culty and 
witnessed much violence in his 
native South Africa. When he was 
three, his family moved from an-
other part of South Africa to El-
sie’s River, a suburb of Cape Town.

“At the time, we didn’t have a 
place to stay, and we were a fam-
ily of seven,” Turner recalled. “We 
lived in a caravan [for about two 
years]. My dad was a great ex-
ample because not once did he 
just decide to sleep and do noth-
ing about it. But he got up every 
morning and went to go work dif-
ferent jobs in order to supply the 
family.”

After a few years, the family was 
blessed to move into a house, and 
while Turner said things slowly 
began to get better for the family, 
the racism and violence of Apart-
heid was diffi cult to escape.

“[Elsie’s River] was right on the 
other side of Ruyterwacht … an 
area that was a so-called ‘white’ 
area at the time,” Turner said. 
“And Elsie’s River was sort of like 
the city where we lived in … for 
so-called ‘colored’ people. That 
is not a bad term back home. You 
get mostly black, colored and 
then white. I would be considered 
colored back home.”

Between Elsie’s River and 
Ruyterwacht there was a physical 
border—four or fi ve feet tall—
that was constructed in order to 
separate the two areas.

Turner recalled many times 
white men coming over the bor-

der and preying on young chil-
dren.

Once Turner and some friends 
were riding their bicycles when a 
car pulled up and several white 
men jumped out and cornered 
them. The group threatened to 
shoot Turner and his friends if 
they tried to escape.

“You could sense the anger, the 

hatred in their eyes,” Turner re-
called. “They started beating up 
on us. We were bleeding, crying 
and pleading for our lives. Finally 
they left us.”

After the group left, Turner and 
his friends saw a police van and 
reported the incident to the white 

Luke Turner grew up in Apartheid South Africa and came to the U.S. in 2004. 
He leads worship at Brooklyn Park Evangelical Free Church.

Where is God?
South African wonders where is 
God in the midst of Apartheid

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Minnesota for 
Marriage (MFM), a coalition of 
groups supporting this fall’s Minne-
sota Marriage Protection Amend-
ment, recently announced that it 
raised $830,000 in cash donations 
in 2011. In addition, the group re-
ported that it has recruited more 
than 10,000 volunteers to help with 
its efforts to pass the Amendment.

“We are very pleased with our fund-
raising and recruiting efforts to date,” 

said John Helmberger, Minnesota for 
Marriage chairman, via a media release. 
“We have demonstrated substantial and 
broad-based support for preserving 
marriage as the union of one man and 
one woman. Not only have we gener-
ated a great deal of fi nancial support 
for the campaign, we have generated 
incredible, broad-based citizen support 
by recruiting over 10,000 volunteers for 
our campaign.”

Other groups supporting the 

Minnesota for Marriage 
gears up for campaign

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Joel Heckman’s 
upper heart was beating 160 beats 
per minute while his lower heart 
was beating a mere 34 beats a min-
ute—and that number of beats was 
the one being communicated to his 
brain. After months of testing with-
out any defi nitive results, one day 
he found himself on a treadmill af-
ter seeing a cardiologist.

Not having been sick a day in his 

life, Heckman was now facing the 
fi ght of his life.

Always wanted to be a cop
Heckman grew up on St Paul’s 

east side, a diverse area fi lled with 
rich history. He attended Johnson 
High School, graduating with the 
comedian Louie Anderson. Heck-
man recounted how he used to eat 
Anderson’s lunches for him, since 

Joel Heckman (far left) now serves as vice president of Second Chance for Life.

Former police chief 
gets heart transplant
Now giving back to offi cers with whom he once served

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — Theater for 
the Thirsty got off to a frenzied 
start in the late 1990s. The theater 
group’s founders, husband and wife 
Jeremiah and Vanessa Gamble, had 
recently gotten married. A camp 
had asked Jeremiah to perform for 
their Christmas event. However, 
Jeremiah had already performed 
his one-man show at the camp.

The camp wanted something dif-
ferent and asked him if he could 
write something new.

Two weeks before the show, Jer-
emiah hadn’t yet written anything 
for the new play.

Vanessa recalled Jeremiah asking 
her at the time: “‘Are you going to 

Creators of new Easter drama aim to provide 
unique approach to the Passion of Jesus Christ

Jeremiah and Vanessa Gamble, 
founders of Theater for the Thirsty, will 
premier their production of ‘Kingdom 
Undone’ March 22.

Iowa with me to this show. You want 
to be in it? Because I think it would 
be funnier if there were two people 

pels to fulfi ll a graduation require-
ment, with the hopes of perform-
ing it at churches. 

 “Right out of college, [I] started 
doing that as often as I could,” Jer-
emiah said. “Vanessa was perform-
ing in shows, and we were dating 
at that time. Three years later [in 
1998], we got married. We were 
part-time starving artists: paying 
our dues, waiting tables, working at 
coffee shops, all the above.”

When they performed “A Misfi t 
Christmas” at the camp in Iowa, 
Vanessa said: “Everyone responded 
so well to it. Then we kind of said, 
‘Well God is this … we were kind of 
doing this, but [do you want us to 

in it.’” 
She agreed.
They pulled together the two-

person musical “A Misfi t Christ-
mas.” More than a dozen years 
later, they still perform it.

College days
The couple met at Bethel Univer-

sity as students in the 1990s. Over 
the course of several years, they dat-
ed on and off. Both were interested 
in theater and hoped to spend their 
careers somehow involved in it. 

Vanessa wanted to perform in 
the theater community, so she be-
gan to audition for productions 
around the Twin Cities. 

Jeremiah wrote a one-man play 
based on the characters in the gos-

See MARRIAGE, page 4

See TURNER, page 2

See HECKMAN, page 10
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John Piper
If God wills disease, 
why should we try 
to eradicate it?
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There are approximately 400 kids waiting in the Minnesota 
foster care system in need of a forever family. At Bethany 
Christian Services of MN, we believe that all children deserve 
a safe, loving, and nurturing family. There are no agency 
fees for families who wish to adopt children from the State of 
Minnesota through this program.

Please call 763.553.0344 or visit www.bethany.org/minnesota 
for more information about MN Waiting Children adoption.

Is there room in your heart and 

home to make a difference 

in a waiting child’s life?

Children are waiting…
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▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

651.494.4169

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a 
writer, editor and communications director. His articles 
have appeared in a variety of publications—from small-
town newspapers to big-city newspapers to magazines and journals. His 
articles have also prompted radio and television appearances, and he has 
worked with dozens of published authors and other public fi gures.

Donate any  
Motorized 

Vehicle 
In Any 

Condition 
Help send an  

underprivileged  
child to Camp 
Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax 
Deduction 

Tax Deductible  
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call: 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent local church

CARS FOR 
COMPASSION

offi cers inside. Unfortunately, the 
policemen’s response was to roll up 
their windows and drive off.  

As a result of all the violence and 
racism, Turner said he started not 
caring and started to make wrong 
choices in his life.

“With all the racial hatred and 
crime and violence and all that, I 
was wondering where was God in 
all this,” he said. “I even asked Him 
as a kid … If you are a God of love, 
where are you right now?”

He would soon fi nd out.
Shortly after one of his friends 

was shot and killed, Turner recom-
mitted his life to Jesus Christ, pray-
ing: “Lord, here I am. I want to 
make a difference in my commu-
nity. How can you use me? Here I 
am; I am available to you. And also 
teach me how to love. First of all 
teach me how to love and to for-
give.”

Forgiveness can be a diffi cult 
road for any believer but especially 
for those who have experienced 
such hatred. Yet Turner said his 
mother’s words growing up never 
left him, even though they didn’t 
necessarily make sense to him until 
his salvation.

“My mom always encouraged us 
to keep loving and keep forgiving 
as Christ did,” Turner said. “I never 
understood it until one day after I 
gave my life over to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

Soon after, God did exactly as 
Turner had asked: He started using 
him to impact his community.

Turner began working with 
choirs and other groups. One par-
ticular choir was made up of peo-
ple from a variety of backgrounds: 
gangsters, drug abusers and others 

who didn’t have any other construc-
tive outlet in their communities.

“They felt a part of something, 
and now they could sing or play 
an instrument for God,” he said. 
“We’ve seen lives transformed.”

Through his commitment and 
love for music, Turner established 
the gospel singing group Ambi-
tion during this time. The group 
became popular, and he began to 
contribute more time to it. 

In 2000, Ambition came to the 
United States for its fi rst Ameri-
can tour. They returned to the 
states in 2002. While playing at 
a festival at Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Minneapo-
lis in 2002, Turner met Joy, who 
would eventually become his 
wife in 2004 when he moved to 
Minnesota.

Today, Turner leads worship at 
Brooklyn Park Evangelical Free 
Church and has recently produced 
the CD “Joyful Adoration.” 

The songs were all written over 

the last decade.
“These are songs that I wrote 

during my quiet times with the 
Lord—most of them came that 
way,” Turner said.

The songs are a mix of styles, in-
cluding jazz, gospel, contemporary 
Christian, African and blues. 

Describing the title of the CD, 
Turner said: “I love the adoration 
part because that’s sort of my heart: 
to worship God intimately, to truly 
adore Him but then to take it to an-
other level: to do it in a joyful man-
ner. That’s where joyful adoration 
came into place.”

Turner will hold a CD launch 
party on Saturday, May 5 at 7:00 
p.m. at Brooklyn Park Evangelical 
Free Church.

TURNER…
Continued from page 1

For more information about Luke 
Turner, visit www.luketurnermusic.
com or call (952) 215-4848. For 
information about bookings, email 
bookings@luketurnermusic.com.

Luke Turner has recently produced the CD “Joyful Adoration.”

NASHVILLE — The 43rd GMA Dove 
Award nominees were announced with 
Jason Crabb leading the way with eight 
nominations, including Artist of the 
Year, Male Vocalist of the Year, Song 
of the Year for “Who Am I?” and for 
Country Recorded Song of the Year  
for “Why Me.”

Laura Story had the second-most 
with six Dove nominations includ-
ing Artist of the Year, Female Vocal-
ist of the Year, and for “Blessing,” 
Song of the Year.

Rapper LeCrae got fi ve nomina-
tions while Kirk Franklin, Natalie 
Grant, Jamie Grace and Chris Tom-
lin each received four.

The 43rd GMA Dove Awards 
show will take place April 19 at At-
lanta’s Fox Theatre.

A few of the nominees:

Artist of the Year
Jason Crabb
Laura Story
LeCrae
The Isaacs

New Artist of the Year
Beyond The Ashes
Dara Maclean
Jamie-Grace
Royal Tailor
The City Harmonic

Male Vocalist of the Year
Chris August
Chris Tomlin
Jason Crabb
Kirk Franklin
Steven Curtis Chapman

Female Vocalist of the Year
Francesca Battistelli
Kari Jobe

Laura Story
Mandisa
Natalie Grant

Group of the Year
Casting Crowns
David Crowder Band
Gaither Vocal Band
NEEDTOBREATHE
The Isaacs
Casting Crowns

Song of the Year
“Alive,” Natalie Grant
“Blessings,” Laura Story
“Celebrate Me Home,” Perrys
“Glorious Day,” Casting Crowns
“Hold Me,” Jamie Grace
“I Smile,” Kirk Franklin
“I’ve Been Here Before,” Ernie 

Hasse & Signature Sound
“Please Forgive Me,” Gaither 

Vocal Band
“Who Am I,” Jason Crabb
“Your Great Name,” Natalie Grant

Urban Recorded Song of the Year
“All I Need,” Ft. Chris Lee
“Make It Loud,” Martha Munizzi
“Sovereign King,” Deborah
“Sweeter,” Kim Burrell
“Windows,” Canton Jones

Southern Gospel Recorded Song 
of the Year

“Celebrate Me Home,” Perrys
“If There Ever Was A Time,” The 

Crabb Family
“I’ve Been Here Before,” Ernie 

Haase & Signature Sound
“Please Forgive Me,” Gaither 

Vocal Band 
“Victory In Jesus,” John Hagee

For a complete list of nominees, 
visit www.doveawards.com. 

Jason Crabb leads the 43rd Dove 
Awards nominations with 8
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For more information about 
Our Soldiers Speak, visit www.
oursoldiersspeak.org. For more 
information on Christians United for 
Israel Minnesota, email rich0866@
umn.edu or visit their Facebook 
page. The Christians United for Israel 
national website is www.cufi .org.

Anxiety, Depression, Panic 
Attacks, Chronic Fatigue

Specifi c Brain Based exercises that 
“re-wire” the Brain
Metabolic testing to naturally 
‘balance’ neurotransmitters
Neuro-Cognitive Therapy to break 
non-desirable thought patterns

We live in a world of Cause and Effect
There is a CAUSE of your symptoms and you need to fi nd a doctor 
who will dig until it is discovered
If we treat the CAUSE, the EFFECTS (symptoms) disappear!

FREE GIFT: Visit www.ImmuneBook.com and download a FREE 
copy of Dr. Conners’ latest book: “Help, My Body is Killing Me”

Many people who come to see us 
thought that they couldn’t be helped. 
They had tried just about everything 
else, and they had literally given up 
hope. Brain Based Therapy changed 
that! But truly: we don’t cure anything, 
only God can do that.

The Upper Room wellness center 
Total wellness in a Christian environment
Dr. Kevin Conners, Chiropractor, Chiropractic Neurology
www.upperroomwellness.com
Call us today at 651.739.1248

Compulsive/Additive behaviors are all disorders based in the BRAIN

STOP THE INSANITY!

Brain Based Therapy works without drugs, without medicine, and 
without surgery. Brain Based Therapy simply allows God’s healing, 
restorative powers that are instilled in us to be free to work. It “fl ips” 
the breaker switch back “on”.

By Sarah Ferguson

MINNEAPOLIS — On Monday, 
Feb. 13, 2012, students and community 
members of multiple faiths gathered in 
the Coffman Memorial Union at the 
University of Minnesota Twin Cities for 
an event hosted by the campus group 
Christians United for Israel Minnesota 
(CUFI MN). Led by freshman Chey-
enne Richardson, CUFI MN is part 
of a larger national organization that 
actively develops politically-minded 
student leaders and equips them to 
become effective on-campus advocates 
for Israel. 

The group works to raise awareness 
of Israel and to counter anti-Semitism 
within the university and community. 
The group hosted Israeli Defense Force 
(IDF) Sergeant Benjamin Anthony, 
founder of Our Soldiers Speak, which 
is a nonprofi t organization that special-
izes in educating students on the truth 
of the nation of Israel and the IDF. To 
date, Our Soldiers Speak has lectured 
on more than 200 campuses, including 
Yale and Harvard Universities.

Anthony, a combat soldier and 
heavy machine gunner, immediate-
ly made his goal clear: “My purpose 
in coming is for you to understand 
who we are, not who we are not,” he 
said. “I wonder if anyone believes 
that this is not the life we chose; we 
want peace.” 

As the lecture began, half the audi-
ence demonstrated its opposing posi-
tion to Anthony, including standing 
with duct tape placed over their mouths 
showing the word “silenced.” Taped to 
their shirts were posters of children 
who had died in war.

Not deterred, Anthony present-
ed the IDF’s position: “We defend 
the citizens of Israel, regardless of 

religious standing.” 
The IDF is a citizen army whose 

soldiers are drafted at age 18. 
“They’re not the brutes the me-

dia makes them out to be” but are 
sons forced to defend their country 
with “an intimate introduction to 
the horrors of war,” he said. An-
thony added: “We don’t enjoy war; 
we’re not different than you.”

He explained that because the IDF 
is holding the line in Israel, there is 
a country to defend and that “a time 
without war in Israel is not yet deter-
mined to be a time of peace.”

As Anthony anticipated, the pro-
testors stood to leave during the lec-
ture. Some tried to approach him 
but were stopped and directed out 
of the room by four security person-
nel. The protestors were members 
of the Students for Justice in Pal-
estine (SJP) campus group, whose 
aim was to protest Israel and Antho-
ny for alleged “war atrocities.” 

Once the protestors left, Anthony 
continued: “My aim and hope is for 
positive discourse. I don’t know what 
the protestors were trying to achieve.”

Lindsey Niznik, communications 
director for CUFI MN and senior 
political science major at the U of 
M, commented: “By the protest-
ers’ ‘walking out’ within the fi rst 20 
minutes of the lecture, we saw how 
intolerant the SJP is of Israel. They 
could have stayed and asked ques-
tions.”

Anthony repeatedly encouraged 
students to become pursuers of 
truth and to devote even 10 min-
utes a day to learn facts on Israel. 

“You are what we look to to hold the 
line of truth that is being eroded,” he 
said. “Be ambassadors of truth. If you 
don’t, no one else will.” 

Event helps students become advocates for Israel 
In closing, Anthony said: “We are 

in an information war right now. 
You are future policy makers. If you 
don’t know the truth of what Israel 
is, I’m concerned we will lose our 
battle for existence.”

Richardson said regarding the 
event: “This is one of few recent pro-
Israel events on campus attended by 
students and community members of 
many faiths … many Jewish students 
have expressed their gratitude for us 
hosting such an event.”

Richardson presides over CUFI 
MN by leading meetings, planning 
events and networking nationally 
while balancing her full credit load 
as an anthropology major.

Sam Blustin, sophomore com-
puter science major and student 
ambassador at the Hillel Jewish 
Student Center at the U of M, said: 
“The Jewish community at the Uni-
versity is very invested in the contin-
uation, preservation and defense of 
the State of Israel. We are strong 
advocates for Israel on campus. 
We are happy to have Cheyenne 
Richardson and the rest of CUFI 

MN join us in defense of Israel. We 
look forward to working with them 
closely for years to come.”

Niznik judged the event a suc-
cess: “I was inspired to voice my 
support for Israel all the more. Is-
rael wants peace more than anyone 
else, and Sergeant Anthony bril-

liantly made that thesis clear.” 
Niznik sees CUFI MN impacting 

the U of M by presenting the Is-
raeli/Jewish side of the Middle East 
Confl ict: “A big step toward bring-
ing peace to the Middle East is 
hearing both sides of the story and 
striving together for peace. CUFI’s 
wealth of knowledge will educate 
people and show all aspects of Isra-
el’s fi ght for peace, especially those 
the media doesn’t show.”

For the duration of the school 
year, CUFI MN will host smaller 
meetings, show an educational fi lm 
and get to know students better. 

Richardson stated: “Our job is 
to educate our student body. This 
event is the beginning of our long 
journey ahead.”

Sergeant Benjamin Anthony, founder of 
Our Soldiers Speak, spoke to a group 
of students and community members 
at the U of M last month.
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South Campus (K-8)
4015 Inglewood Ave. S, Edina
March 23, 7:00 p.m.

North Campus (K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE, Blaine
March 15, 6:30 p.m.

Admissions Information Sessions

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.

Call to schedule a visit to our high school 
campus in Fridley or if you wish to visit a 
K-8 campus at another time.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents 
have partnered with outstanding 
teachers to provide excellent, 
God-honoring education at Calvin 
Christian. Explore the Calvin 
Christian difference for your children.

Amendment—the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, Minnesota 
Family Council (MFC) and the Na-
tional Organization for Marriage—
reported their donations separate-
ly, MFM said.

As part of its $830,000 in dona-
tions, the Minnesota Family Coun-
cil’s Marriage Protection Fund con-
tributed $226,000 for MFM.

“We’re excited about the growing 
support for the Marriage Protection 
Amendment,” said Tom Prichard, 
president of MFC, via a news release. 
“The interest and excitement is build-
ing among people across the state. 
Indicators of the growing support are 
the funds raised to date and growing 
number of volunteers saying they want 
to help.”

Despite the money raised so far, 
Helmberger believes that those 
who do not support the Marriage 
Amendment will outspend those in 
favor of it.

“This has been the case in most of 
the recent state marriage campaigns 
including in California and Maine,” he 
said. “Our objective is to make sure we 
raise enough money to communicate 
our messages, and we’re certainly 
on track to do that. We’re in a good 
position going forward and have built 
a solid foundation of fi nancial and 

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — The Pro Mar-
riage Amendment Forum (PMA Fo-
rum) was recently organized in an 
effort to help educate and mobilize 
Minnesotans about the upcoming 
Marriage Amendment. The group, 
which is a 501(c)(4) organization, 
is touring the state showing voters, 
through a PowerPoint presenta-
tion, “the history, moral defi nition 
and the constitutional classifi cation 
of traditional marriage,” according 
to a media release.

Begun by State Representative 
Glenn Gruenhagen and Kevin Pe-
terson—who is described as an “ex-

gay and former gay marriage advo-
cate” in the release—PMA Forum 
plans to give its one-hour presen-
tation free of charge to churches 
and community groups around the 
state up until the vote in November.

Rep. Gruenhagen was a co-author 
of HF1613, the bill that ultimately 
passed the House and put the Marriage 
Amendment on the ballot. 

Discussing how business, school, 
worship and home life would possi-
bly be impacted by a change in the 
marriage defi nition, Peterson said 
via the release: “These are things I 
wasn’t aware of when I was an ad-
vocate for changing the defi nition 
of marriage. And I’m glad I didn’t 
succeed.”

Peterson said the presentation 
will give viewers a unique perspec-
tive on redefi ning marriage.

On the group’s website, Peterson 
said: “Even people who plan on 
voting for the amendment need 
to know why they are, because 
they need to defend that vote with 
those who argue, ‘This amendment 
is putting discrimination into the 
constitution’ and ‘It’s a violation of 
my individual rights.’”

do this?]’ We just felt like God kind 
of steered us that way. We weren’t 
planning on it.”

The success of writing and per-
forming “A Christmas Misfi t” be-
came the impetus for Jeremiah and 
Vanessa to develop a piece on the 
life and psalms of King David. Jer-
emiah wrote the script, and they 
both wrote the music. They pre-
miered it in the fall of 2000 and 
have been in full time theater min-
istry with Theater for the Thirsty 
ever since.

Over the years, the couple has 
performed individually and to-
gether in a variety of shows, both in 
and outside of the faith community. 
Theater for the church includes 
the productions “My Name Is Dan-
iel,” “The Psalm King,” “The Bigger 
Picture” and “The Rough and the 
Holy,” among others. They’ve also 
done the Minnesota Fringe Festival 
three times and the Iowa Fringe 
Festival once. In addition, they 
have also produced their own the-
ater festival in the Twin Cities three 
times.

Group touring the 
state to support 
traditional marriage

For more information about PMA 
Forum, visit www.pmaforum.org.  

Developing ideas
As they develop new plays and 

productions, the couple believes 
they should let their ideas percolate 
for a while before developing them.

“There are a lot of things we 
could say,” Vanessa said. “That’s 
why we wait. Always ideas coming. 
And then there is stuff that has 
been sitting on the back burner for 
a while. As things keep coming for-
ward, we just pay attention to that.”

Once an idea keeps coming back to 
them, they begin to take note of it, be-
lieving it might be something to pursue 
further and that’s what happened with 
“Kingdom Undone.” 

“In all of our shows,” Jeremiah 
said, “we’ve never put Jesus on 
stage. So I’ve wondered about a Je-

sus show. If I were to put Jesus on 
stage, what would that look like? I 
started doing research and read-
ing and digging into the gospels 
and stuff. As I was wondering about 
that, a church approached me 
about potentially writing a Passion 
play for them.”

The discussions with the church 
never turned into anything con-
crete, yet the idea for a Passion play 
continued to progress, turning into 
a “three year writing journey and 
faith journey,” Jeremiah said.

During those three years, the 
Gambles have had actors read the 
script several times. They have 
work-shopped it more than once 
and have done rewrites and revi-
sions. They’ve also had to raise 
money to produce it.

Unique approach
While a typical Passion play has been 

done many times before, the Gambles 
determined that “Kingdom Undone” 
would take a different angle.

“I read a lot of books and watched 
a lot of Jesus movies just to see … a 
lot of people have told this story be-
fore—Christians and non-Christians,” 
Jeremiah said. “From my perspective, 
there tends to be from the non-Chris-

tian perspective the emphasis on His 
humanity, and then from the Christian 
perspective the emphasis on His deity. 
Both those have merit, certainly. But I 
wanted to present the tension of that.”

“That was a big one for us … just with 
the whole humanity of Jesus,” Vanessa 
said. “Jesus emptied himself … but the 
beauty of that phrase is that He emptied 
himself of His divine privileges.”

So while the tension of Jesus’ human-
ity and deity is an underlying theme, 
“Kingdom Undone” also follows the 
story of Judas and a young zealot 
named Isaac.

“It’s very much about this revolution-
ary spirit and the desire to see Israel 
restored to its former glory and that the 
zealots are going to stage a violent rebel-
lion,” Jeremiah said. “And the followers 
of Jesus believe that Jesus is Messiah, 
and He is going to get the job done. 
It’s like Jesus is this lit match going 
into this tinderbox that’s Jerusalem.”

The show features 16 actors. In 
addition to the Gambles, “Kingdom 
Undone” is directed by Jeffrey Miller 
of “The Refreshment Committee,” and 
the music is directed by Michael Pearce 
Donley of “Triple Espresso.”

GAMBLE…
Continued from page 1

MARRIAGE…
Continued from page 1

organizational support.”
A recent SurveyUSA/5 Eyewit-

ness News poll showed more Min-
nesotans in favor of the Marriage 
Amendment than opposed to it. 

The poll, conducted in late 
January and early February, found 
that—of registered voters—47 per-
cent said they would vote for the 
Amendment while 39 percent said 
they would vote against it. Four per-
cent said they were unsure and 10 
percent said they would not vote. 
If a voter fails to cast their vote on 
the Amendment, that will be con-
sidered a “no” vote.

A similar poll conducted in No-
vember showed Amendment sup-
porters ahead by six points; sup-
porters enjoyed an 11 point lead in 
a May 2011 poll.

In mid February, those in atten-
dance at the annual assembly of 
the Minneapolis Area Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) voted against the 
proposed marriage amendment, 
according to several media outlets. 

According to a report in the 
“Star Tribune,” those opposed to 
the amendment far exceeded those 
who voted in favor of the amend-
ment to the state’s constitution.

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

For more information about 
Minnesota for Marriage, visit 
www.minnesotaformarriage.com.

What: “Kingdom Undone”

When: March 22 to April 8

Where: The Southern Theater, 
1420 Washington Ave. S.
Minneapolis

Cost: $21-$25

Info: 1-800-838-3006

Web: kingdomundone.com
theaterforthethirsty.com
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Religious 
leaders and the Obama adminis-
tration are still at odds over the 
administration’s rule that health 
plans offered by employers must 
offer contraceptive and steriliza-
tion services. The administration 
provided a religious exemption 
to its new rule; however, many 
religious leaders and groups have 
said that exemption is too narrow.

According to the federal guide-
lines, an exempt religious employ-
er is one that “has the inculcation 
of religious values as its purpose; 
primarily employs persons who 
share its religious tenets; primar-
ily serves persons who share its 
religious tenets; and is a nonprofi t 
organization under Internal Rev-
enue Code.”

The narrow defi nition could 
exclude religious organizations 
that serve those outside of its faith, 
such as religious social service 
agencies.

“No other federal law or regula-
tion leaves such a broad range of 
religious organizations unprotect-
ed,” said Galen Carey, National 
Association of Evangelicals vice 
president of Government Rela-
tions, via a media release. “The 
administration chose a narrow 
defi nition of religious employer, 
withholding protection for groups 
that serve those outside their own 
religious communities.”

In February, more than 2,500 
religious leaders signed a letter 
urging the administration to 
broaden its defi nition of a reli-

gious employer.
Meanwhile, a poll done by 

the Pew Research Center in mid 
February found the American 
public virtually split on the issue. 
Forty-eight percent of Americans 
polled support an exemption 
for religious employers, while 44 
percent said those groups should 
not be exempt from covering 
contraceptives.

   The administration has sig-
naled its willingness to reconsider 
the rule but as of yet has not done 
so. It stated that it tweaked the 
rule, but many religious leaders 
were unconvinced of its viability.

“We appreciate the administra-
tion’s tacit acknowledgement that 
the current policy inadequately 
protects religious groups,” Carey 
continued. “We hope they will sit 
down with affected organizations 
and make further changes to 
the rules. Meanwhile, Congress 
should pass legislation making 
religious and conscience protec-
tions permanent, so these funda-
mental issues are not vulnerable 
with every change in administra-
tion.”

Doug Napier, senior counsel 
for the Alliance Defense Fund, 
also believes the administration’s 
tacit changes to its policy do not 
rectify the issues raised by reli-
gious groups.

“The Obama administration’s 
rule change doesn’t change any-
thing,” he said via a media release. 
“The so-called ‘accommodation’ 
still forces people of faith to 
violate their religious beliefs and 
core values. The issue is whether 

the government will respect our 
God-given fi rst freedom, religious 
liberty. If it does not, Christians 
will resist, and [the] ADF will 
defend them.”

Roland Wells, senior pastor of 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis, echoes 
the concerns of those who see this 
policy as a violation of religious 
liberty. Wells sees the Catholic 
Church—one of the most vocal 
critics of the administration’s 
new policy—being a bit isolated 
because of its stance on birth 
control.

However, Wells said, “It’s criti-
cal that we stand with them, as I 
think much greater church/state 
constitutional matters also ride on 
the outcome of this controversy.”

The letter signed by thousands 
of religious leaders also highlights 
the issue of religious liberty. It 
reads in part: “Due to signifi cant 
opposition to this mandate, many 
people of faith hoped that the 
Administration would choose 
to protect the conscience rights 
of all people who have moral or 
religious objections to covering 
contraceptives and sterilization 
procedures and accordingly sub-
mitted comments to your Admin-
istration totaling over 200,000 …. 
The contraceptive mandate with 
the requirement that there will 
be no co-pay to the patient means 
millions of Americans will incur 
the additional cost for these drugs 
and devices. Forcing religious 
entities to do the same, despite 
objections of good conscience, is a 
severe blow to our religious liberty.

Religious leaders and White House 
still at odds over contraceptive rule

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — The Rev. Ann 
M. Svennungsen was recently elect-
ed to a six-year term as bishop of 
the Minneapolis Area Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). She was elected 
on the fi fth ballot, outdistancing 
the Rev. Kelly Chatman from Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in Min-
neapolis.

In addition, Svennungsen is the 
fi rst woman elected bishop in Min-
nesota. Her installation service is 
scheduled for May 6 at Central Lu-
theran Church in Minneapolis.

Currently, Svennungsen is in-
terim pastor at St. Olaf College in 
Northfi eld. From 2007 to 2012, 
she served as president of Texas 
Lutheran University. A Concordia 

College graduate, Svennungsen 
received her Master of Divinity de-
gree from Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, where she was awarded the 
“Seminary Preaching Award.” She 
has served congregations in Minne-
sota and Iowa.

Svennungsen and her husband, 
William Russell, are the parents of 
three children.

The Minneapolis Area Synod, 
which is the largest synod in the 
denomination, includes more 
than 150 missions, ministries and 
churches and nearly 190,000 bap-
tized congregants.

Minneapolis Area ELCA 
Synod elects new bishop
Svennungsen is fi rst woman to 
serve as bishop in Minnesota

For more information about the 
Minneapolis Area Synod of the ELCA, 
visit www.mpls-synod.org. 

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net
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The Obama administration’s deci-
sion to require health plans offered 
by employers to pay for contraceptive 
services and sterilizations is another 
example of how religious liberty is be-
ing compromised in the U.S. 

The rule requires that all em-
ployers must offer these services in 
their health plans. The administra-
tion did provide a religious exemp-
tion; however, this exemption is so 
narrow that it only covers a fraction 
of the religious groups affected by 
the policy. The exemption would 
basically only apply to religious or-
ganizations that primarily conduct 
business or ministry among and to 
their own constituents. 

That’s too narrow and ultimately 
leaves out religious charities and 
ministries that serve members 
of their communities, say a reli-
gious organization that serves the 
needy—regardless of religious af-
fi liation—in a certain city.

Since the rule was made pub-
lic several months ago, numerous 
religious leaders and groups have 

expressed their disappointment 
and frustration with the adminis-
tration. This reaction, however, has 
been across the religious spectrum. 
While some see only Catholics hav-
ing diffi culty with the contraceptive 
ruling, religious leaders from vari-
ous Christian denominations have 
joined the effort to repeal the rule.

Evangelicals, who don’t neces-
sarily hold strong opposition to 
contraceptive use, see the rule as 
further infringement upon their 
religious liberty—as do numerous 
other religious groups. 

Last month, more than 2,500 reli-
gious leaders signed a letter urging 
the administration to broaden its 
defi nition of a religious employer. 
While acknowledging the potential 
problem of its narrow defi nition of 
a religious employer, the adminis-
tration has yet to alter the rule.

Yet some might ask, So what’s the 
big deal?

Asking religious employers to of-
fer health plans that cover contra-
ceptive services and sterilizations 

is, in many cases, violating their in-
dividual and collective conscience 
rights. While religious groups 
must “play ball,” so to speak, with 
the government in order to obtain 
tax exempt status, that same gov-
ernment should not ask them to 
violate deeply-held moral or ethical 
beliefs. 

That’s why many evangelical 
groups and others have joined 
Catholics in fi ghting against this 
new rule. Forcing groups to vio-
late signifi cant beliefs only further 
erodes religious liberty. And those 
who aren’t specifi cally affected now 
will no doubt be affected down the 
road. 

It’s like the proverbial snowball 
rolling down the hill. You might be 
a snowfl ake situated near the bot-
tom of the hill, far away from the 
fast moving and ever growing snow-
ball. But as you keep looking back 
over your shoulder, the snowball is 
getting closer to you and will even-
tually swarm you.

We saw a similar example of how 

easily religious liberty can be erod-
ed with World Vision and the court 
case fi led against it. The Christian 
humanitarian organization was tak-
en to court because it terminated 
three former employees who said 
they could no longer support the 
group’s statement of faith.

In the end, thankfully, World Vi-

sion won the case but not before 
many religious leaders got a glimpse 
of what their world would look like 
if World Vision had lost. Agreement 
with a religious group’s statement 
of faith is essential and critical for it 
to carry out its mission. And for so 
many of these religious groups, their 
missions are transforming lives—
physically and spiritually.

These are just two recent exam-
ples of how easily—and quickly—
religious liberty can be eroded. And 
erosion is similar to that snowball 
rolling down the hill. You might 
notice some soil erosion around 
a lake or river and be surprised to 
come back a few years later and 
see something completely different 
than before.

Let’s hope that’s not the case 
with religious liberty in the U.S. 

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and Twitter for breaking 
news, giveaways, concert tickets 
and other news of interest to Min-
nesota Christians.  

Why the contraceptive controversy is important

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Many people often say you can’t 
fully understand a situation until you 
experience it yourself. This could not 
be more true than in the case of giv-
ing life and motherhood. What a body 
physically goes through is astonishing, 
and what a heart emotionally bears is 
breathtaking. 

For those who recognize the pur-
pose of life is greater than them-
selves, they realize it is a sacred 
privilege to be a mother. Their 
perspective is forever changed, 
and they embrace the diffi cult yet 
beautiful journey. For nothing will 
require as much effort as mother-
hood and nothing will be as joyful 
as motherhood. The experience is 
incomparable.

As motherhood knocked on my 
door, I found myself befuddled at 
how all the pieces were going to fi t 
together. I could barely manage a 
marriage, myself, home and career. 
How was I going to now take on a 

family? 
In deep contemplation about 

how life would—and should—look 
with a new little one, I weeded 
through a multitude of messages 
streaming my way. I received a 
mixed bag of advice from many in-
dividuals and reading materials. It 
quickly became clear to me that I 
needed the guidance of my heaven-

ly Father to sift through the infor-
mation I was receiving and anchor 
myself in truth.

Today’s culture wants us to be-
lieve that we can have it all and be 
it all. But after the rush of personal 
motivation wears off, you quickly re-
alize that burn out is inevitable. We 
were not meant to run full throttle, 
wide open in all areas of life, at all 
times. Instead, God is very clear in 
His Word that there is a time for ev-
erything, a season for every activity 
under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  

This is a very hard truth to wrap our 
minds around, for we are a people of 
planned perfection, neat little boxes 
for life’s categories, personal satisfac-
tion and instant gratifi cation. One of 
the greatest revelations I uncovered 
was that different seasons in life call us 
to different choices. A choice that may 
be good in one season is something we 
should let go of or release in another. 
This truth is freeing, allowing the 

seasons of our lives to be shaped by 
Christ’s determination, not our own 
understanding and expectations.

I then became disappointingly 
aware that we, without intention, 
can look at motherhood as some-
thing to try to fi t into life, as if it 
is a temporary fi xture that does not 
require a complete rearrangement 
of life, if necessary. 

God has stated a general order 
of importance in life: devotion to 
Him, marriage (if He has called you 
to marriage), family and then the 
work He has gifted one for. We tend 
to say we value family but make 
choices as if the work we are called 
to is more important. In our soci-
ety, there is great tension between 
the order, and we are easily fooled 
into sacrifi cing those that mean the 
most—Christ, our spouse and fam-
ily. After our relationship with our 
Father, the most signifi cant place to 
dwell is in our marriages and with 

our families.
Motherhood is a sacred privilege 

that, if understood, will rearrange 
your life and call you to choices you 
never thought you would make. It will 
strip you of selfi shness and clothe you 
in grace. You will give every ounce of 
energy, yet still more will be required. 

You will fi nd strength in silent 
prayers and hope in the honor of 
shepherding your precious little 
one’s heart. You will get up all 
hours of the night tending to cries, 
worries and dreams. You will be the 
last to eat, and your food will almost 
always be cold. 

You will weather the most treach-
erous of storms to provide for 
your child, and you will fi ght until 
you cannot stand in order to pro-
tect them. The sacred privilege of 
motherhood is a holy calling.

Alisha Cora Soule works at New 
Life Family Services.

A sacred privilege 

Alisha Cora Soule

I recently served as co-chair of a 
national conference for those working 
with Muslims and for Muslim back-
ground believers, and I began to refl ect 
on the progress of Muslim outreach.

There is a great revival among Mus-
lims throughout the world right now. 
Estimates state that millions of Muslims 
worldwide are converting to Christ ev-
ery year in places like Afghanistan, Iran, 
Pakistan, India, China, Iraq, Indonesia 
and in many countries of Africa.

But how are we doing in our own 
city? In the Twin Cities, I estimate that 
there are currently 150,000 Muslims 
and 119 mosques, with about half the 
Muslims being Somalis (the Twin Cities 
has the largest Somali concentration 
in the U.S.).  

The fi rst Muslims arrived in the Twin 
Cities in 1946, and they have grown to 
150,000. During these 66 years, how 
many have been reached for Jesus 
Christ? I estimate that there are cur-
rently about 150 Muslim background 
believers living in the Twin Cities and 
about half of those (about 70) became 
Christians while living in the U.S. 

That means that every year in 
our city, just 1.077 Muslims convert 
to Christianity. That means that at 
this current rate, it will take 139,211 

more years to reach the current 
Twin Cities Muslim population.  

Currently, we have 2,827 evangelical 
churches in the Twin Cities, and that 
is one church for every 53 Muslims 
in our city. Looking at it another way, 
there are 24 evangelical churches in the 
Twin Cities for each Muslim mosque 
in our city. So we are actually closer 
to reaching them, and this is a doable 
task the Lord has given us.

Satan’s plan to defeat us in this 
Muslim evangelism task is three-
fold: ignorance, fear and hate.  

First of all there is ignorance. 
I have a saying, “You can’t do the 
prayer, care, share unless you know 
they’re there.” So the fi rst step to 
Muslim outreach is, as Jesus said, 
“having eyes to see and ears to 
hear.”  

Second, Satan’s plan involves 
fear. Yes, many Christians are very 
fearful of Muslims both as people 
and as an overall religion. Many 
fear that Muslims are all terrorists, 
or even will conquer America po-
litically and religiously. But this fear 
actually causes us to distance our-
selves from Muslims in our schools, 
neighborhoods and workplaces. 
This fear then actually leads to a 

greater cycle of more fear.  
It is a simple fact, if we are all afraid 

of Muslims, then no Christians will pray, 
care or share the Gospel with them, 
and their numbers will keep steadily 
increasing. This fear is not from God 
and must be overcome.  

Third, Satan’s plan to stop Mus-
lim outreach involves hate. Many 
Christians do honestly hate Mus-
lims out of the fear I previously 
described. Even if Muslims are the 
enemy of God as some Christians 
believe, hate is not an option. Jesus 
told us to love our enemies.

Instead, God has His own plan 
to reach Muslims, and this involves 
Christians being the Church. God’s 
plan to reach Muslims is laid out 
clearly in Galatians 5, involving the 
fruits of the spirit. Notice that the 
fruits of the spirit are clearly the op-
posite of what Satan intends.  

God wants us to reach Muslims 
by “love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control.”  

I have seen this work as an out-
reach strategy in reaching Mus-
lims for Jesus. Muslims and others 
respond to the fruit of the spirit. I 
know of no Muslim or anyone who 

was converted to Christ through ig-
norance, fear and hate.

When our ministry work involved 
starting a Somali Strategic Partnership 
in 1999 to reach out to the Somalis lo-
cated in our city, we had just one known 
Somali believer. We mobilized churches 
and ministries to work together to reach 
the Somalis at our doorstep. We hosted 
two Somali Partnership Consultations 
in 2000 and 2001. A short time later, 
the Somali Partnership spun out the 
fi rst Somali church in America, as well 
as several Somali ministries.  

Today we have 25 known Somali 
believers in our city, and this is what I 
call “a quiet revival.”  This is the good 

news. The bad news is we currently 
aren’t working together anymore in 
partnering to reach Somalis.  

This means that at the current rate 
of Somalis coming to the Lord in the 
Twin Cities since they have fi rst arrived 
here 19 years ago, it will take 57,877 
more years to reach the current Somali 
population in our city. 

No missionaries can even safely travel 
to Somalia right now since no visas are 
being issued to this war-torn country. 
You might be able to sneak across the 
border into Somalia, but as a Christian 
missionary, you’d most likely be killed 
or kidnapped. God knows this and is 
bringing the Somali people literally to 
our doorsteps.

Can Muslims be reached for 
the Lord? Absolutely. But not by a 
weak, un-unifi ed Church operating 
out ignorance, fear and hate. No, it 
will only happen by a unifi ed Holy 
Spirit empowered strategic Church 
doing the prayer, care and share 
through the fruits of the spirit.

The Rev. Dr. John A. Mayer serves 
as the president of City Vision. You 
can reach him at jam@cityvisiontc.
org or at www.cityvisiontc.org or 
on the City Vision Facebook page.                       

Reaching Muslims through the fruit of the spirit

John A. Mayer
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This question arises from the 
biblical teaching that all things are 
ultimately under God’s control. 
“My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose” (Isaiah 
46:10). “Whatever the Lord pleases, 
he does, in heaven and on earth, 
in the seas and all deeps” (Psalm 
135:6). “He does according to his 
will among the host of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can stay his hand or say to 
him, ‘What have you done?’” (Dan-
iel 4:35). “[He] works all things ac-
cording to the counsel of his will” 
(Ephesians 1:11).

This means that God governs 
all calamity and all disease. Satan 
is real and has a hand in it, but he 
is not ultimate and can do nothing 
but what God permits (Job 1:12-
2:10). And God does not permit 
things willy-nilly. He permits things 
for a reason. There is infi nite wis-
dom in all He does and all He per-
mits. So what He permits is part of 
His plan just as much as what He 
does more directly.

Therefore, this raises the ques-
tion: If God wills disease, why 
should we try to eradicate it? This is 
a crucial question for me, because 
I have heard Christians say recently 
that believing in the sovereignty of 
God hinders Christians from work-

ing hard to eradicate diseases like 
malaria and tuberculosis and can-
cer and AIDS. They think the logic 
goes like this: If God sovereignly 
wills all things, including malaria, 
then we would be striving against 
God to invest millions of dollars to 
fi nd a way to wipe it out.

That is not the logic the Bible 
teaches. And it is not what Calvin-
ists have historically believed. In 
fact, lovers of God’s sovereignty 
have been among the most aggres-
sive scientists who have helped sub-
due creation and bring it under the 
dominion of man for his good—
just like Psalm 8:6 says, “You have 
given him [man] dominion over 
the works of your hands; you have 
put all things under his feet.”

The logic of the Bible says: Act 

according to God’s “will of com-
mand,” not according to His “will 
of decree.” God’s “will of decree” 
is whatever comes to pass. “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that” (James 4:15). God’s “will 
of decree” ordained that His son 
be betrayed (Luke 22:22), ridi-
culed (Isaiah 53:3), mocked (Luke 
18:32), fl ogged (Matthew 20:19), 
forsaken (Matthew 26:31), pierced 
(John 19:37) and killed (Mark 
9:31). 

But the Bible teaches us plainly 
that we should not betray, ridicule, 
mock, fl og, forsake, pierce or kill 
innocent people. That is God’s “will 
of command.” We do not look at 
the death of Jesus, clearly willed by 
God, and conclude that killing Je-
sus is good and that we should join 

the mockers.
In the same way, we do not 

look at the devastation of malaria 
or AIDS and conclude that we 
should join the ranks of the indif-
ferent. No. “Love your neighbor” 
is God’s will of command (Mat-
thew 22:39). “Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto 
you” is God’s will of command 
(Matthew 7:12). “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him” is God’s will of 
command (Romans 12:20). 

The disasters that God ordains 
are not aimed at paralyzing His 
people with indifference, but mobi-
lizing them with compassion.

When Paul taught that the cre-
ation was subjected to futility (Ro-
mans 8:20), he also taught that this 
subjection was “in hope that the 

creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the chil-
dren of God” (v. 21). 

There is no reason that Chris-
tians should not embrace this futili-
ty-lifting calling now. God will com-
plete it in the age to come. But it is 
a good thing to conquer as much 
disease and suffering now in the 
name of Christ as we can.

In fact, I would wave the banner 
right now and call some of you to 
enter vocations of research that 
may be the means of undoing 
some of the great diseases of the 
world. This is not fi ghting against 
God. God is as much in charge 
of the research as He is of the 
disease. You can be an instrument 
in His hand. 

This may be the time appointed 
for the triumph that He wills to 
bring over the disease that He 
ordained. Don’t try to read the 
mind of God from His mysterious 
decrees of calamity. Do what He 
says. And what He says is “Do good 
to everyone” (Galatians 6:10).

John Piper is pastor for preaching 
and vision at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. He is the author of more 
than 40 books, including Desiring 
God, Don’t Waste Your Life. 

John Piper

Zach Psick
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Is capitalism congruous with Christianity?

If God wills disease, why should we try to eradicate it?

It is commonplace among Ameri-
can evangelicals to extol free mar-
ket capitalism and demonize any-
one who criticizes it. Lately I’ve 
been wondering why.

Why would people who consider 
themselves Christians label them-
selves “capitalists?”

Besides the fact that a fairly accu-
rate synonym for “capitalist” could 
be “moneyist,” which evokes the 
whole “two masters” thing (Mat-
thew 6:24), the basic tenets of capi-
talism are antithetical to what most 
of us consider “Christian values.”

For example, two elements of 
capitalism are competition and 
profi t motive. Let’s briefl y examine 
them.

When people compete, there 
will always be losers; the “losers” 
in capitalism are people, and the 
stakes are their ability to provide 
for themselves and their families.

This survival-of-the-fittest, 
social-darwinistic competition 
for resources doesn’t jive with 
biblical compassion for the less 
fortunate. Nor does it fi t with the 
image portrayed in Acts 2 and 
4 of people sharing everything 
“from their ability and according 
to their need.”

The depiction in Acts is of believ-

ers willingly sharing amongst them-
selves. So there should, at least, 
be no poverty within the Church. 
What a witness that would be!

Unfortunately, “if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content 
with that” has been replaced with 
“It’s my money, so I can spend it 
on whatever I want.” Our churches 
are fi lled with people who give only 
percentages of their wealth and in-
stead cherish their private property 
(electronics, boats, cabins, vaca-
tions) rights, thus destroying the 
potential witness.

Perhaps there’s no poverty in 
your church, but there defi nitely is 
within the Church, and we’ve done 
even worse caring for those outside 
the Church.

The competition inherent in 
our capitalistic society has driven 
us away from a biblical communal 
mindset in favor of a rugged indi-
vidualism that works to extinguish 
our concern for others.

Equally destructive is the profi t-
driven nature of capitalism, which 
encourages the exploitation of ev-
erything that means anything to 
anyone in order to increase “the 
bottom line.” This exploitation of 
all things meaningful is perhaps 
best exemplifi ed by the MasterCard 

“Priceless” commercials (Flowers: 
$10. Necklace: $200. Tickets to the 
ballet: $250. Her head resting on 
your shoulder: Priceless.).

I also recently saw a Mercedes ad-
vertisement suggesting that I could, 
in fact, buy happiness, starting at 
$28,000.

Considering the average Chris-
tian sees thousands of these adver-
tisements per day, it’s easy for us 
to be brainwashed into forgetting 
that “one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions.” 
Even the most meaningful symbols 
in Christianity have not escaped 
this profi t-maximizing exploitation. 
The cross has been plated in gold, 
studded in diamonds and sold as a 
fashion accessory, becoming one of 
the highest-grossing symbols of all 
time.

Christmas has become little more 
than a symbol of our mindless con-
sumerism, and many of those who 
decry peoples’ failure to “remem-
ber the reason for the season” also 
castigate anyone who would limit 
the free market in any way, such as 
by placing government regulations 
on companies that prohibit them 
from targeting children with adver-
tisements.

Our depravity is also being ex-

ploited: Sex sells. So our daughters 
will continue to be objectifi ed to 
sell beer, cars and images of them-
selves. Violence sells. So newspa-
pers will be fi lled with every Casey 
Anthony and school shooter that 
comes along, and video games 
and movies will continue to glorify 
bloodshed. Shallowness sells. So 
our televisions will be fi lled with 
trashy reality shows and sitcoms 
punctuated with advertisements 
brainwashing us into believing that 
we deserve more stuff.

Money has become a god in 
our capitalistic society, and the 
Church has in large part suc-
cumbed to the idolatry of our 
culture. Rather than acknowledge 
the good but  denounce the evils 

of capitalism, many Christians 
zealously defend it.

It is tempting for Americans to 
assume the benevolence of capi-
talism. Just look at how rich our 
country is! Millions of us could fi ll 
our bathtubs up with cash and roll 
around in it while people in other 
countries literally eat dirt trying to 
fi ll their bellies.

But we must remember that the 
“invisible hand” that Adam Smith 
said would regulate the free market 
is not the hand of God. Capitalism 
is a system of this world and under 
the dominion of Satan. The ulti-
mate goal of free market capitalism 
is not the good of people but maxi-
mized profi ts; the good it does is a 
byproduct.

I don’t have the answer to the 
problem of capitalism, so I am 
forced to wait with everyone else for 
a better system to come along. Un-
til then, Christians should not call 
themselves capitalists. Identifying 
themselves with a system that fuels 
so much immorality and evil in this 
world soils the name of Christ.

Zach Psick is a freelance writer 
who enjoys studying and discussing 
theology and politics in his leisure 
time.

The disasters that God ordains 

are not aimed at paralyzing His 

people with indifference, but 

mobilizing them with compassion.
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We Exist to Glorify God by Multiplying 
Healthy Churches among All People 

Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity with the EFCA Foundation
✔ Converts your savings into a regular stream of payments
✔ A charitable way to supplement your retirement income 
✔ Provides funds you will not outlive
✔ Secures an immediate income tax deduction
✔ Fixed payments for one or two people
✔ The remaining funds will help support the EFCA’s mission and priorities

Sample One-Life Rates
Effective January 1, 2012, subject to change

Two-Life Rate Available Upon Request
Minimum $5,000

 Age Rate
 65 4.7%  
  70 5.1%
  75 5.8%
  80 6.8%
  85 7.8%
 90+ 9.0%

For a confi dential and personalized rate quote, please contact:

Mr. Lanny L. Harris, Gift Planner
EFCA Foundation

901 East 78th St., Minneapolis, MN 55420

Email: giftplan@efca.org
Web: www.efcafoundation.org

The EFCA Foundation is a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of America. Through EFCA Foundation gift 
annuities, you will help support the Evangelical Free Church of America’s efforts to fulfi ll the Great Commission. 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

Youth seminar to focus 
on cutting and eating 
disorders 

SAINT PAUL — Youth Leader-
ship will host the one-day seminar 
“Teens in Crisis: Cutting and Eating 
Disorders” Thursday, April 12 at its 
St. Paul headquarters at 3490 Lex-
ington Avenue North, #360. 

Session one will focus on self-
injury and cutting, and session two 
will concentrate on eating disor-
ders.

Speakers include Kari Lyn 
Wampler, Laurie Wever and Lee 
Wolfe Blum.

The entire seminar costs $95, 
and lunch is included. One session 
is $50.

For additional information and 
to register, visit www.youthleader-
ship.org or call (651) 484-9400.

Christian Recovery 
Counseling to hold 
annual women’s brunch

CHASKA — Christian Recovery 
Counseling will hold its annual 
Seeds of Spring Women’s Brunch 
on Saturday, April 14 at the Minne-
sota Landscape Arboretum in Chas-
ka. The outpatient mental health 
clinic specializes in helping people 
fi nd help and hope from physical, 
sexual and emotional abuse.

This year’s event will focus on 
“how important it is to use our 
individual gifts while at the same 
time working together in further-
ing God’s Kingdom,” according to 
organizers.

Speaker and author Therese 
Marszalek will give the main ad-
dress. Her books include “From the 
Wilderness to the Miraculous” and 

“40 Days.” The singing group Red-
path will provide music.

Registration is $35 per person.
For more information or to regis-

ter, visit www.christianrecoverycen-
ter.org or call (763) 566-0088 ext. 
110. 

40 Days for Life 
campaign begins in 
Twin Cities

SAINT PAUL — Pro-Life Action 
Ministries (PLAM) is organizing 
the 40 Days for Life campaign this 
spring in an effort to “access God’s 
power in prayer and fasting for the 
end of abortion in the Twin Cities,” 
according to organizers. The cam-
paign began Feb. 22 and will run 
through April 1.

The organization is looking for 
pastors to fi ll prayer slots during 
the several-week event, and PLAM 
encourages people to contact them 
before going out to pray. 

For more information on the 
campaign, visit www.40daysforlife.
com/twincities or call (651) 771-
1500 ext. 211. 

In addition, PLAM will hold its 
next Sidewalk Counseling Training 
Seminar on Friday, March 9 from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Ryan 
Room, lower level, at the Cathedral 
of St. Paul.

For more information on these 
free seminars or to register, call 
(651) 771-1500 or email prolife@
plam.org.

North Heights to hold 
original musical Easter 
production

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church will hold “All 

Things New” from March 31 to 
April 15. The show, which is an 
original musical Easter story, will 
feature a cast of more than 300 peo-
ple, including actors, dancers, sing-
ers and animals, according to an 
announcement from the church.

The show is recommended for 
those eight years old and older. 

For more information, including 
times and ticket prices, visit www.
nhlc.org.

Pastor and writer to 
speak at single parent 
event

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social potluck supper 
on Friday, March 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Faith Presbyterian Church in 
Minnetonka. This month’s event 
will include a talk by Heather Flies, 
a writer and junior high pastor at 
Wooddale Church.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Pam Tebow to speak 
at Bridging the Gap 
event

SPRING LAKE PARK — Em-
manuel Christian Center will 
host the Free to Be the Change 
Women’s Conference March 
30-31. The conference is spon-
sored by Bridging the Gap. 

According to the confer-
ence’s website, the event is a 
“call to action. We believe that God 
is raising up an army of women who 

are called to make a difference in 
the world they live in by serving, 
helping, giving and showing the 
love of Jesus Christ. Our mission 
is to come together to inspire and 
collectively be mobilized to reach 
our communities, neighborhoods, 
nation and the world by simply be-
ing the hands and feet of Jesus on 
the earth.”

Guests include Pam Tebow, 
mother of NFL quarterback Tim 
Tebow; Nancy Alcorn, author and 
speaker; Marilyn Skinner, an activ-
ist for orphaned children; and Lau-
rel Bunker, dean of Campus Minis-
tries and campus pastor at Bethel 
University.

For more information about the 
event including registration, visit 
www.freetobeconference.org. 

‘Architectonic Obtrusion 
3’ art exhibit at Bethel 
University

SAINT PAUL — The Bethel Uni-
versity Olson Gallery will host the 
exhibit “Architectonic Obtrusion 3” 
by Jennifer Danos through March 
25. The exhibit “invited viewers to 
become more aware of how they 
perceive and move through space.”

According to a mailing from the 
university, Danos said: “I am inter-
ested in this cognitive process and 
fi nding ways to offer opportunities 
to more intentionally shape our 
intuitive response, thus increasing 
our sensitivity when encountering 
an environment.”

Exhibit hours are 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. Monday through Saturday and 
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information about “Archi-
tectonic Obtrusion 3,” visit www.bethel.
edu/galleries or call (651) 638-6527.  

Churches join together 
to pack meals for Horn 
of Africa

TWIN CITIES — Nearly a dozen 
churches joined together in late 
February for The Hunger Initiative, 
a one-day packing event that had 
a goal of producing one million 
meals. Those meals will help to alle-
viate hunger in the Horn of Africa.

The churches worked with Feed 
My Starving Children, ImpactLives 
and Kids Against Hunger.

Wooddale Church Worldwide 
Pastor Richard Payne said via a 
news release: “Our goal in partici-
pating in The Hunger Initiative is 
to make a signifi cant impact on this 
global crisis. By working together 
with our partners, we can accom-
plish much more than we could on 
our own.”

For additional information about 
The Hunger Initiative, call (952) 
944-6300. 

ForEver Friends releases 
spring schedule

EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie is host to For-
Ever Friends Fellowship, a program of 
praise and worship of JRG Ministries, 
Inc.—a ministry that meets the spiritual 
needs of those with disabilities. The 
spring session began March 1 and will 
conclude on April 26. 

The next session is Thursday, 
March 8 at 7:00 p.m. and will fea-
ture the Ophoven Family Band. 
The schedule includes numerous 
other musical guests and concludes 
with the Spring Banquet.  

For more information on these 
events, call (763) 420-4774 or visit 
www.jrgministries.org.      
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Tabernacle of David Lecture Series
Presents 

Hebrew Roots Teacher
Rico Cortes

For info send email to tabernacleofdavidministries@gmail.com
or call Jesse at 612-619-1418

Friday, March 30th

Meeting at International Outreach Church
1512 Woodhill Road, Burnsville

SALT and Rajo 
Ministries to host 
literacy training event

GOLDEN VALLEY — Somali 
Adult Literacy Training (SALT) 
and Rajo Ministries will sponsor 
a Somali outreach training event 
on Saturday, March 24 beginning 
at 8:15 a.m. at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Golden Valley. 

The event will include cross-
cultural training, encouragement 
and sessions on ELL/Literacy, sto-
rytelling and other information.

The Rev. Marc and Nancy Erick-
son will serve as keynote speakers. 
The couple served as ambassadors 
of Jesus Messiah in Somalia from 
1969 to 1971. They are also the 
founders of Eastbrook Church in 
Milwaukee, Wisc.

Registration is $35 per person 
or $30 per person for couples 
and groups.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.worldreliefmn.org.

Group of religious 
leaders oppose 
voter ID bill

SAINT PAUL — A group of 
religious leaders held a press 
conference at the state Capitol 
last month to voice their opposi-
tion to a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would require 
Minnesota voters to show an ID 
in order to vote. The group also 
sent a letter—signed by hundreds 
of leaders—to House and Senate 
leaders.

The letter stated in part: “God 
intends people to participate in 
the human community and to 
be able to do so with inherent 

respect. We believe that democ-
racy is most complete—and 
therefore most powerful—when 
it embraces people on the mar-
gins of society. We believe that 
democracy at its best engages 
participation from the most di-
verse and gifted gathering of 
God’s whole people.”

The letter writers, who include 
the Rev. Grant Stevenson of St. 
Matthews Lutheran Church, the 
Rev. Dr. Charles Gill of Pilgrim 
Baptist Church and the Rev. 
Paul Erickson of the St. Paul 
Area Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 
go on to argue that the proposed 
amendment would reduce the 
number of people “who partici-
pate in our democracy.”

The press conference at the 
Capitol was organized by ISAIAH, 
Jewish Community Action, the 
Stairstep Foundation, His Works 
United, the Minnesota State 
Baptist Convention and Somali 
Action Alliance.

Gospel group to 
perform in Bloomington

BLOOMINGTON — The gospel 
music group Heaven’s Call will per-
form Sunday, March 25 at 3:00 p.m. 
at the Park Plaza Hotel, located 
at 4460 West 78th Street Circle in 
Bloomington. The concert is spon-
sored by Crowne Pointe Church.

The fi ve-member group uses 
harmonies to communicate its mes-
sage to unbelievers and to encour-
age believers.

There will be a free-will offering 
at the concert. 

For more information, call (952) 
334-0444.

New artist organization 
announces series of 
seminars

BLOOMINGTON — Great 
Commission Artists (GCA), 
which is a new group of artists, 
recently announced that it will 
hold seminars to help artists share 
new ideas and developments with 
others.

The fi rst seminar, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 3 
at the Bloomington Arts Center, 
will feature Steven Nesheim of 
artREACH and Jane Horn of 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church. 
This fi rst seminar will begin at 
9:00 a.m. and run to 3:00 p.m. 
Registration at the door is $30 
per person.

Marianne McDonough, found-
er of GCA, said about the series 
via a news release: “This series 
aims to create beauty for the 
glory of God and connect artists 
in meaningful fellowship. This 
is really the mission of the Great 
Commission Artists. We want to 
celebrate the art of creativity and 
give artists a sense of unity.”

Upcoming seminar topics in-
clude a painting collaborative 
in July and a juried exhibit relat-
ed to the psalms in September.

For more information on the 
GCA, visit www.greatcommission-
artists.com. 

Pro-life group releases 
revised end-of-life 
document

MINNEAPOLIS — Human Life 
Alliance (HLA) recently released 
a revised version of “Imposed 
Death,” a publication the organi-

zation describes as an “exposé on 
end-of-life issues.”

According to an article in its 
newsletter, the revised edition 
“explains common misunderstand-
ings associated with living wills 
and end-of-life decisions, as well as 
clear, understandable explanations 
of advanced directives and Physi-
cians Orders for Life Sustaining 
Treatment.”

A complete version of “Imposed 
Death” is available on HLA’s 
website at www.humanlife.org. To 
request copies, call (651) 484-1040 
or email feedback@humanlife.org. 

Group announces 10th 
annual Student Day at 
the Capitol 

SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citi-
zens Concerned for Life (MCCL) 
announced that its 10th annual 
Student Day at the Capitol will be 
held Tuesday, March 13. The event 
is planned for students in grades 
seven through 12.

During the day, participants will 
learn about the legislative process, 
meet with pro-life leaders in the 
legislature and learn about the 
importance of pro-life legislation. 

Registration is required; a dona-
tion of $10 includes lunch. 

For more information or to 
register, visit www.mccl.org and go 
to the Events section or call (612) 
825-6831.

Sara Renner to perform 
at ministry’s annual 
spring event

MINNEAPOLIS — Christian 
recording artist Sara Renner will 
perform at the Glorybound Annual 

Spring Event on Friday, March 
30 at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in 
Minneapolis. 

“Glorybound is a family restoration 
center that ministers directly to fami-
lies of men and women in treatment 
programs who are struggling through 
the ravages of drug and alcohol abuse,” 
according to its website.

The spring event also includes 
a silent auction and a reception, 
which begin at 6:00 p.m.

Tickets are $45 per person or 
$280 per table.

For more information or to 
reserve space, call (763) 390-0589. 
To learn more about Glorybound, 
visit www.gloryboundmn.org. 

Conference to address 
multi-ethnic church

ROSEVILLE — Grace Church 
in Roseville will host the “Coming 
Together 2012” conference, which 
will focus on building a healthy 
multi-ethnic church on Friday, May 
11. The leadership conference is 
designed for pastors, ministry lead-
ers and volunteers.

The event will focus on three 
themes: “understanding the bib-
lical mandate and theology of 
reconciliation, learning from dif-
ferent cultural perspectives and 
examining leadership practices 
in multi-ethnic congregations,” ac-
cording to the conference website.

The keynote speaker will be Dr. 
Mark DeYmaz, the founding pas-
tor of Mosaic Church in Arkansas 
and executive director of Mosaix 
Global Network.

For more information about 
“Coming Together 2012” and to 
register, visit www.comingtogeth-
ertc.org or call (612) 746-5642.
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HECKMAN…
Continued from page 1

the soon-to-be entertainer always 
seemed to be on Weight Watch-
ers. They were good friends, even 
though Heckman recalled other 
students chastising Anderson for 
his weight struggles.

After high school, Heckman at-
tended Lakewood Community Col-
lege (now called Century), hoping 
to become a police offi cer.

“[I] always wanted to be a cop,” 
he said. “No one in my family was in 
law enforcement, but I actually just 
always felt that that’s what I should 
do,” even though his mother want-
ed him to become a minister.

His time would come, however, 
but not before he served stints as 
a security guard at First National 
Bank in St. Paul and at a funeral 
home for several years.

Yet in 1985, with the desire to still 
become a police offi cer, Heckman 
completed his skills training and 
was offered a job in Circle Pines/
Lexington. 

He loved the work, especially 
working on investigations.

After working as an offi cer for 

Joel Heckman with his wife, Sue, after Heckman graduated from Bethel University.

a dozen years, he was offered a 
chance to move up.

“They came to me in 1997 and 
said they weren’t going to renew 
the current [police] chief’s con-
tract, and they wanted me to serve 
as acting chief,” Heckman recalled. 
Initially, he didn’t want the posi-
tion, but “I just felt that whatever 
position that I was put in, the Lord 
would just lead me and take care of 

the issues that needed to be han-
dled.”

Beginning of heart issues
For the next seven years, every-

thing seemed to be going well—
with Heckman’s job and his health.

“In 2004, [I] and the deputy 
chief would go running during 
our lunch hour to keep in shape,” 
Heckman said. “I started getting 

winded running. I hadn’t been sick 
my entire life and thought, ‘Well, 
that was unusual.’”

Initial tests indicated Heckman’s 
lymph nodes were infl amed, and 
he had nodules in his lungs. Ad-
ditional tests showed lymph nodes 
around his heart and lungs were 
infl amed as well. Finally, doctors 
determined Heckman had Sarcoid-
osis, which, according to the Foun-
dation for Sarcoidosis Research, 
causes “a person’s immune system, 
which normally protects the body 
from infection and disease, to at-
tack the body’s own tissue.” In 
Heckman’s case, it was his heart.

Doctors determined that, at the 
time, he was fi ne until his symp-
toms became worse, which they did 
a mere three months later.

A cardiologist conducted his test 
on the treadmill, and that’s when 
things began to look more diffi cult.

“They put in a pacemaker and 
did a test to see if it had affected my 
heart—the muscle,” he said. 

At the time, doctors detected a black 
spot on the back of his heart but had 
no idea what it was from, nor were they 
overly concerned about it.

“For the next couple of years, I 
was generally OK.” 

Retirement and a new job
At the end of 2004, Heckman 

and his wife, Sue, talked and prayed 
and determined that he should re-
tire from the police department. 
His health had stabilized but 
wasn’t necessarily getting better. 
His daughter and son-in-law had 
recently had a child, so Heckman 
began to serve as day care for his 
grandson. 

While he was offi cially retired, 
the police department, which was 
now called Centennial Lakes, asked 
him to come back and conduct 
background checks on potential of-
fi cers. 

It was during his time back that 
a police offi cer in a neighboring 
community took his own life.

“[The suicide] affected me be-
cause I had served as a peer coun-
selor,” Heckman said. “I felt cops 
need a chaplain as much as the 
general public does.”

This led to him taking courses at 
Bethel so that he could become a 
police chaplain. 

But he wouldn’t get a chance to 
delve too deeply into his new pro-
fession.

Heart transplant
In 2007, while working at an el-

ementary school, Heckman was 
taken out of the school in an am-
bulance, his heart giving way again.

This time he saw a specialist at the 
Mayo Clinic, one of six experts in the 
world on Heckman’s condition.

“In April 2007, I was told that 30 
percent of my heart at that time was 
already dead,” he said. “The only 
thing they could do was try to slow 
[the process] down.” 

So they did, with experimental 
drugs.

“In November of that year, [the 
doctor] said nothing is working. He 
says you’re going to need a heart 
transplant,” Heckman recalled.

So in February 2009, after being 
on the waiting list for many months, 
Heckman received the heart that 
he so desperately needed. Doctors 
told him he would probably not 
have made it another year without 
one.

New life
For the fi rst year after his trans-

plant, Heckman was sick often and 
didn’t feel well enough to start 
working again.

But when he did, he again went 
back to school, getting fully pre-
pared for his new career as a police 
chaplain.

“[I] went back to the police de-
partment I worked at and said, ‘If 
you’re willing to take me, I’d love 
to work here.’”

Now he does both internal and 
external work for the police depart-
ment, working with police offi cers 
struggling with various issues and 
also working with them on death 
notices and the like.

The hardest part for him now as 
he rides along with police offi cers 
is when a call comes in. Heckman 
wants to get out of the squad and 
get involved in the call.

In addition, at his church, Heck-
man serves as part of the Barnabas 
Ministry, visiting those who are not 
well enough to attend church.

Regarding the police chaplaincy, 
Heckman said, “It’s a ministry of 
presence. You are there to help 
them no matter what their belief.”

Three birthdays
Looking back now on his life 

and refl ecting on how God has 
taken care of him at various times, 
Heckman said he tells people he 
has three birthdays: “My birth day, 
when I was saved, and when I got a 
heart transplant. I’m just convinced 
I’m here because God wanted me 
to do something.”
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On September 4th, 2012, the high 
school students at Southwest will 
be walking into a brand new school 
building! Located just off Highway 
212 in Chaska, Southwest’s new 
campus will feature:

computer stations, study area, 
sofas and fireplace

basketball or 3 volleyball courts, 
bleachers to accommodate 600 
fans, and concession area

rooms and weight room

with lab stations

and large group gatherings and 
chapel

school

3D ceramics room, music rooms, 
technology lab

for immediate use) and future 
planned space for softball, tennis, 
lacrosse, track, and football.

independent, inter-denominational 

from over 25 suburbs and communi-
ties and over 40 churches. The school 
has a tradition and reputation of 
excellence in academics, especially in 
worldview studies, critical thinking 
skills, and writing skills. Teachers are 
committed to coming alongside par-
ents in the discipleship and mentoring 

graduate not only prepared for rigor-
ous college or university academics, 
but also prepared to intelligently 
engage in the battle of ideas that is 
present in our secular culture.

-
aged to try new activities and take 
advantage of opportunities to grow 
as servant-leaders. The school offers 
a multitude of co-curriculars, includ-
ing robotics, drama, ceramics club, 

include: boys and girls soccer, vol-
leyball, boys and girls cross-country, 
boys and girls basketball, wrestling, 
baseball, softball, boys and girls golf, 
and boys and girls track & field. The 
music department features 3 choirs 
and band. Social activities and ser-
vice projects abound and the senior 
class takes an annual mission trip to 
the Dominican Republic.

genuine, purposeful and loving 
community we’ve ever been a part 

knew that every day she would be 
challenged, valued, educated, and 
developed in a way that honored 
God. Because of the way she was 

high school years, she left confident 
and ready to head into the world.” 

website at www.swchs.org or call 
952-556-0040 to learn more.

SWCHS building 
new school campus

They make 

strong leaders in 

family, church, 

and civic life.

The Minnesota Association of 
Christian Home Educators (MÂCHÉ) 
is the state’s largest homeschool 
organization, representing nearly 
3,000 families across the state who 
have chosen to home educate their 
children. The Minnesota Department 
of Education estimates that there are 
approximately 17,000 children being 
home educated in the state and many 
anticipate those numbers continuing 
to rise.

Founded in 1983, MÂCHÉ offers 
a variety of services to its members 
including a newly redesigned infor-
mational web site 
(www.mache.org), 
a two-day annual 
conference and cur-
riculum fair, an an-
nual high school 
c o m m e n c e m e n t 
ceremony, periodic 
workshops for par-
ents considering 
home education 
and workshops on 
how to teach high school, an online 
homeschool reference manual of over 
240 pages, legal and legislative sup-
port, special needs coordinator, and 
other year-round services.

MÂCHÉ takes seriously the bib-
lical mandate given to parents in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 to diligently 
teach their children God’s Word all 
through the day. It is nearly impos-
sible for a parent to do that in any 
setting other than homeschool. The 
benefits of Christian home education 
can be seen in many areas of a child’s 
life. Some of those positive results 
are individual creativity, a respect 

for authority, working harmoniously 
with siblings and parents, learning at 
an individualized pace, creativity, and 
scoring significantly higher than tra-
ditional school students on national
standard achievement tests. 

Home education requires a strong 
commitment from the parent and
takes a lot of energy, but it is well
worth it in the long run. Home educat-
ed graduates can be found function-
ing productively in almost every area
of society. They make strong leaders in 
family, church, and civic life.

The annual MÂCHÉ Confer-
ence and Curricu-
lum Fair is one of 
the highlights of the
year for home edu-
cators in Minnesota 
and the surrounding 
states. Members and
nonmembers alike
will gather for the
event at St. Paul’s 
RiverCentre on April
13-14, 2012. The at-

tendance is anticipated to surpass the 
previous record of 6,200. There will be 
over 100 workshops on a variety of
topics addressing the needs and con-
cerns of home educators. In addition, 
a huge exhibit hall with over 140 ex-
hibitors filling 240+ booths will pres-
ent parents with curriculum choices,
resources, and other supplies. Phil 
Downer will be the keynote speaker; 
and featured speakers include Dianne
Craft, Derek and Cheryl Carter, and
Bill Jack. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, go to www.mache.org and click
“MÂCHÉ Conference”.

Home education has 
many benefits
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My name is 
Jeff Taylor.  I have 
served as prin-
cipal  of  North 
Heights Christian 
Academy since 
1997.  What excites me the most about 
NHCA is the way the staff connects 
with children, their parents, and one 
another.  There is an openness and 
peace that you can tangibly feel when 
you walk down the halls.   NHCA 
teachers are deeply committed fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ who have great 
understanding of how to cultivate 
the minds and hearts of the children 
they serve.  

Children learn best from those 
who extend real love and concern 
for them as individuals.  It is the 
daily interactions with children that 
have the greatest impact on their 
learning.  The warmth and care of-
fered by this staff is simply the best.  

I work on building relation-
ships with each child by spending 
one hour a day on the playground.  
My staff took time last year to be 
trained using the Peacemakers 
curriculum so that we can foster a 
greater awareness of those that we 
serve and their relationships to one 
another.  

Children are the most alert and 
ready to learn during the school 
hours.  My staff takes every op-
portunity to relate to each child as 
a unique gift from God.  We are per-
sistently, in cooperation with each 
other, strategizing ways to reach 
each child so their unique potential 
can be realized.  

NHCA offers:

For example: This past January the 
6th – 8th graders performed a drama 
called “The Unseen”, written by an 
alumnus and produced by our drama 

-
ing roles, singing parts, choreography 
parts, stagehands, and set design.
They rehearsed for two weeks.  The
performance was open to our families, 
their extended family members, and
friends.  The message of the gospel 
was woven throughout the play.

These and many other activities
deeply enhance the educational
program and overall experience.

If you have a chance, visit us
on March 27 from 4 – 7 PM.  If 
you are not able to come on the
27th consider coming for a school 
day open house on the second 
Friday of the month throughout 
the school year.

Cultivating young minds 
& hearts to bear fruit
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By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — Several thou-
sand parents, grandparents, stu-
dents and other interested parties 
are expected to attend the annual 
Minnesota Association of Christian 
Home Educators (MÂCHÉ) An-
nual Conference and Curriculum 
Fair April 13-14 at the Saint Paul 
RiverCentre. The two-day event will 
feature more than 100 workshops 
and some 225 exhibit booths.

While the current home school-
ing movement in the U.S. has 
been around for several decades, 
David Watkins, executive director 
of MÂCHÉ, said it’s continuing to 
grow at all levels.

“More than two million chil-
dren across the country are home 
schooled, and in Minnesota we have 
more than 17,000 home schooled 
children,” Watkins said via a media 

release. “MÂCHÉ’s preconference 
workshops and two-day conference 
help parents decide if homeschool-
ing is the right choice for their fam-
ily and provide them with the tools 
to be successful.” 

This year’s keynote speaker is 
Phil Downer, a U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran and president of Disciple-
ship Network of America. Downer 
will address how he transferred 
his leadership abilities from the 
military to home and business life.

Bill Jack, one of the founders of 
Worldview Academy, will lead the 
Teen Track at the conference. The 
Academy is a Christian leadership 
training program designed for 
students 13 to 18 years of age and 
concentrates on the areas of world-
view, evangelism and apologetics.

Jack, who taught public high 
school for 10 years before founding 
Worldview Academy, believes teen-

Bill Jack of Worldview Academy 
will help teens articulate biblical 
Christianity to the culture.

Thousands expected to attend annual home schooling conference
Teen track to focus on 
worldview and apologetics

agers are looking for something 
upon which they can commit their 
lives.

“They want to commit their lives 
to something that has purpose 
and meaning,” he said. “If we as 
Christians don’t challenge them 
to commit their lives to Christ in 
a very meaningful way … if it’s just 
a Sunday school kind of Christian-
ity, then it’s not going to have the 
impact on them that they want it 
to have.”

Since there are so many voices 
and infl uences trying to affect 
young people’s lives, Jack believes 
Christians face a unique challenge, 
a challenge that has been a constant 
for many decades.

“I think that’s the challenge that 
every generation has in trying to 
articulate biblical Christianity to 
their students—families who are 
Christians who want their students 
to have not just a relationship 
with Christ but understand that 
that calls for commitment to the 
cause of Christ,” he said. “But also 
in proclaiming truth and grace to 
the culture because culture has a 

skewed view of what Christianity is.”
Jack believes the Church has 

created its own cultural ghetto in 
the past 30 years and needs to be-
come more proactive in engaging 
the culture.

On Thursday, April 12, MÂCHÉ 
will offer preconference workshop 
selections, including First Class 
Home Schooling for those consid-
ering educating their children at 
home; Home Schooling Through 
High School, which will focus on 
meeting home school graduation 
requirements; and Home School-
ing With Special Needs for those 
parents with struggling learners.

These preconference workshops 
are designed to introduce more 
parents to the benefi ts of home 

schooling.
Talking with students all over 

the country, Jack said one of the 
most common questions he hears 
from students is “How do I know 
that Christianity is real?”

“That would be the broad scope 
of the question,” he said. “Why 
Christianity over everything else? 
Even among Christian students, 
there is that doubt that perhaps 
I just had my parents’ faith, and 
they need to own their own faith. 
They need to make it their own.”

At Worldview Academy, Jack said 
they are not afraid of those tough 
questions because “truth demands 
inspection …. We expect students 
to challenge us as we teach and the 
beliefs of Christianity with the most 
diffi cult questions, because we be-
lieve if it is true, then it will with-
stand the inspection that the world 
and Christians should give it.”

In addition to Downer and Jack, 
Dianne Craft, who is an expert on 
helping struggling learners and 
Cheryl and Derek Carter, home 
schooling parents who work with 
at-risk kids, will address those gath-
ered. 

Topics that will also be addressed 
at the conference include “Writing 
for the College-bound Student,” 
“Healthy Eating,” “Building a Fam-
ily of World Changers” and many 
others.

For more information about the 
annual MÂCHÉ conference and 
preconference workshops, visit www.
mache.org. Discounted registration 
is available through March 31. On-
site registration for April 13-14 for 
adults is $65 for MÂCHÉ members 
and $90 for non-members.

Every day at 
Bethany Academy 

Living the Christian life does 
not come automatically. It comes 
through the study of God’s word, 
spirit-filled worship, experiencing 
godly men and women as mentors 
and teachers, and learning in a 
Christ-centered environment from 
a biblical worldview perspective. 
It is a lifelong process of learning 
through grace, active faith without 
sight, growth in wisdom, and ser-
vice where God calls. This happens 
at Bethany Academy.

God commands His word to 
be taught. Deuteronomy 11:18-19 
says, “Fix these words of mine in 
your hearts and minds; tie them 
as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. 
Teach them to your children, talk-
ing about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.” Proverbs 
9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.” 

When our students study sci-
ence, math, English, social stud-
ies, health, etc. they are pursuing 
knowledge and understanding of 
God and what He has set out for 
us to explore. When these things 
are studied in the Christian, 
biblical worldview environment 
of Bethany Academy, students 
also gain wisdom and greater 
understanding, the treasures they 
receive along the journey.

Students need to be immersed 
in this type of environment, 

taught by men and women who 
are students themselves of Christ 
and His word, in order to have the
fullest opportunity to become like 
our Savior. Luke 6:40 says, “The 
student is not above the teacher, 
but everyone who is fully trained
will be like their teacher.” 

What Bethany graduates re-
member most often is how sup-
portive their teachers were to 
them, how much one-on-one 
attention they received, the time 
spent in prayer with them, the 
relationships built outside of 
the student-teacher classroom, 
and the encouragement and
inspiration to explore their gifts 
and talents in a safe and loving
environment. 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up 
a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not
turn from it.” Students do not
become more Christ-like when 
engulfed in an environment that
is devoid of Christ. Their years 
spent at Bethany Academy are 
their training time. 

Today’s students are facing a 
continual attack on their identity
and moral character. They need 
to be in an environment that
continually points them to Christ, 
surrounds them with biblical
worldview experiences provided 
by godly mentors, supports them
with encouragement, prayer, and 
grace, and holds them account-
able in love to maintain their 
integrity. This happens at Bethany
Academy.
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Give
your child 
a whole 
education

CHALLENGING
If students are going to “give of their best to 

Dedicated teachers, a comprehensive curriculum, 

SUPPORTIVE

students’ needs and to address diverse learning 

BIBLICAL

students should learn to live according to his 

K-8 campuses in 
Edina and Blaine, 

high school 
campus in Fridley

“Wow! I can’t believe that there 
are more cells in my brain than 
there are trees in the Amazon rain 
forest!” Excited responses like this 
one are among the most satisfying 
outcomes of Julie Amen’s work as 
Challenge Coordinator at Calvin 
Christian’s campus in Edina. 

 “The goal of our programs is 
promoting effective independent 
learning based on the strengths 
and talents of the individual stu-
dent,” explained Deb Kormann, 
Amen’s counterpart at the Blaine 
campus. She and Amen get to 
help students explore the areas 
they find most interesting and 
develop the talents they possess 
most richly—perfect conditions 
for Wow!-inducing learning.

The Challenge Program fl ows 
from Calvin’s educational phi-
losophy. The school’s nine pre-
cepts of educational philosophy 
include this: “We believe every 
child is made in God’s image, and 
is uniquely gifted and belongs 
to him. Therefore we encourage 
students to develop the full range 
of their God-given gifts to more 
fully refl ect his image.” 

The Learning Resource Pro-
gram (LRP) is another way that 
Calvin Christian seeks to do that. 
The LRP supports students who 
face learning or behavioral diffi -
culties, allowing students to work 
one-on-one with instructors and 
in small groups. 

“It’s so rewarding to see stu-
dents grow and achieve the learn-
ing goals we set for them,” said 
Susan Lundberg, LRP coordinator 
at CCS-Blaine. “It is a treat to see 
how excited students become
when they are learning new 
things and the world is opening 
up to them.”

Behind the Learning Resource
Program and Challenge Pro-
gram is a basic commitment that
shapes all of education at Calvin
Christian School. Through broad 
curricular offerings, creative les-
son planning, and a variety of 
teaching and learning methods,
Calvin’s teachers strive to meet
the diverse learning needs of their
students. 

Following are a few additional 
examples of programs and ac-
tivities that have arisen from that
commitment: 

competition

projects

buddies”

programs

Calvin Christian aims to 
serve the whole child
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15655 Bass Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55331
admissions@heritagemail.org

763.463.2223
www.heritageweb.org

Heritage Christian Academy
A leader in private Christian education for 31 years

NAMED #1 PRIVATE SCHOOL IN MAPLE GROVE AND OSSEO

Heritage Christian Academy practices no discrimination by reason of race, color, national or ethnic 
origin in the administration of its educational policies, athletic or other school activities.

1. Berean Education Center
309 East County Road 42
Burnsville, MN 55306
(952) 223-1814
www.bereaneducationcenter.com 

Our Preschool Bible-based programs are dedicated 
to developing a loving environment where chil-
dren can learn and grow through experiences and 
excellent instruction. We offer preschool programs, 
2-4 days a week for 3-5 year olds. We also offer a 
Day Care program for children 33 months through 
5 years old.

2. Bethany Academy 
4300 W. 98th Street
Bloomington, MN 55437
(952) 831-8686 x111
www.bethanyacademy.org

Bethany Academy (BA) is an independent, evan-
gelical, K-12 Christian school. Our families rep-
resent 60 different churches throughout the Twin 
Cities.  Through academics, fi ne arts, and athlet-
ics we encourage each student’s discovery of their 
God given abilities. College prep., Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Philosophy K-12, family environment, 
one location, and ACSI accredited

 3. Calvin Christian School
Edina Campus (grades K-8)
4015 Inglewood Ave. S
Blaine Campus (grades K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE
High School (grades 9-12)
755 73rd Ave NE, Fridley
(952) 927-5304 
admissions@calvinchristian.org
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have partnered with 
outstanding teachers to provide God-honoring 
education at Calvin Christian School. Today, Calvin 
Christian serves nearly 500 students with a com-
prehensive, proven curriculum that incorporates a 
rich, biblical worldview. Our Christ-centered envi-
ronment is a great place for students—from kin-
dergartners to high school seniors—to grow aca-
demically, socially, and spiritually.

4. Chapel Hill Academy
306 West 78th St
Chanhassen, MN 55317
(952) 949-9014
admissions@chapel-hill.org
www.chapel-hill.org

Chapel Hill Academy is an evangelical K-12 Chris-
tian school serving families from 35 area churches.  
Curriculum is taught from a biblical perspective.  
For over 40 years, we have partnered with parents 
in the training of children in the areas of spiritual 
maturity and academic excellence. Chapel Hill 
Academy is accredited by ACSI (Association of 
Christian Schools International) and AdvancEd 
(North Central Association).

5. Christian Life School
6300 212th St. W.
Farmington, MN 55024
(651) 463-4545
www.christianlifeschool.org

Christian Life School (PK-12th Grades) prepares 
young people academically and spiritually to affect 
their world for Christ. The school is fully accredited 
through Association of Christian Schools Interna-
tional. 

6. Concordia Academy-Roseville
2400 North Dale St.
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 484-8429, ext. 136
rosevilleadmissions@concordiaacademy.com
www.concordiaacademy.com

At Concordia Academy our mission is two-fold. 
Not only does Concordia Academy nurture aca-
demic excellence through an environment that is 
academically stimulating and challenging, it also 
provides a Christian atmosphere that invites spiri-
tual growth.  Concordia Academy is a place where 
the love of God is not only shared, but is also evi-
dent in the relationships developed.

7. Coon Rapids Christian
11164 Hanson Blvd. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
(763) 755-1278
www.coonrapidsbaptist.org

Since 1977 CRCS has provided quality Christian 
education for K-12th grade students. We use the 
School of Tomorrow Curriculum (A.C.E.) which 
provides the benefi t of individualized instruction 
in all academic core subjects. The school provides 
a balanced program designed to develop each stu-
dent to his full potential intellectually, physically, 
spiritually and socially.

8. First Baptist School
14400 Diamond Path West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(651) 423-2272 
www.fbsrosemount.org

For more than 40 years First Baptist School of Rose-
mount, Minnesota has offered a solid K3 through 
12th grade education to those in the southeastern 
suburbs of the Twin Cities. A strong, Christ-cen-
tered, academic curriculum coupled with dedicat-
ed and responsive teachers provides an excellent 
learning environment for each student. Visit www.
fbsrosemount.org for more details about First Bap-
tist School.

9. Fourth Baptist Christian School
900 Forestview Lane N
Plymouth, MN 55441
(763) 417-8240
fbcsinfo@fourthbaptist.org
www.fourthbaptistchristianschool.org

FBCS trains students from Christ-centered families 
in Pre-K-12th grades. Since 1966, offering excel-
lence in a traditional, college-prep academic, Bible 
and fi ne arts education. Programs include indus-
trial arts, home economics, band, choir, handbells, 
higher math & science, foreign languages and 
computer skills. Sports include soccer, volleyball, 
basketball and baseball. Member of AACS.

10. Heritage Christian Academy
15655 Bass Lake Road
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(763) 463-2223
admissions@heritagemail.org
www.heritageweb.org

Heritage Christian Academy, a K-12 school in its 
32nd year, is dedicated to providing an excellent 
education in an atmosphere of Christian love and 
encouragement. The core subject college prepara-
tory emphasis is enriched by opportunities for ser-
vice and missions experience, athletic involvement, 
as well as fi ne arts, foreign language, technology 
and computer instruction.

11. King of Grace Lutheran School
6000 Duluth St.
Golden Valley, Mn. 55422
763-546-3131
www.kog-els.org/school

Sharing God’s Word for Life. King of Grace is a pri-
vate, Christian school focused on academic excel-
lence. We achieve this through a challenging cur-
riculum, partnering with parents for success and 
anchoring our instruction with God’s Word. Offer-
ing PreK - 8th grade, Summer programs and nu-
merous extra-curricular activities for boys and girls.

12. Liberty Classical Academy
Middle/Upper School 
2696 Hazelwood St
Maplewood, MN 55109
Lower School 
1660 Birch Lake Ave. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
(651) 772-2777
www.libertyclassicalacademy.org

Classical education raises the bar in academics. 
Christian worldview teaching integrates God’s 
truth into every subject. Together, they powerfully 
equip students to lead lives of purpose and passion 
for Christ. Liberty Classical Academy is altogether 
unique: the NE metro’s only Prek-12, college-prep, 
co-ed, classical and non-denominational academy. 
We’re sequential, cumulative, intentional, compre-
hensive and engaging. Come see for yourself! 
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Fourth Baptist  Christian 
School, 900 Forestview Lane N, 
Plymouth, offers a traditional 
coeducational program for grades 
Pre-K through 12. Founded in 
1966 in North Minneapolis, the 
school relocated to its newly 
constructed 85,000 sq. ft. facility 
in the fall of 1998.

A d m i s s i o n 
is based on the 
Christian testimo-
ny of the student 
and family, in-
terviews, as well 
as an entrance 
assessment. Stu-
dents of any race, 
nationality or eth-
nic origin may be 
accepted.

FBCS offers 
3-day and 5-day 
classes to both 
Pre-K and K5 Kindergartens. El-
ementary classes using A Beka, Bob 
Jones Press, and other curricula are 
conducted in a traditional setting 
of self-contained classrooms with 
emphasis placed upon daily Bible 
instruction, phonics, math, reading 
and writing, history and music. 

College-preparatory second-
ary classes include Bible, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, calculus, 
biology, chemistry, physics, lan-

guage arts, foreign languages, 
industrial arts, home economics, 
and art.

The Pentium equipped sec-
ondary computer lab and the 
elementary classroom terminals 
provide fi ltered Internet access. 
Library terminals offer CD ROM 
and Internet research and refer-

ence studies. 
FBCS music cur-

riculum includes 
elementary, jr. high 
and sr. high hand-
bells, choirs, bands 
and various ensem-
bles. Extracurricu-
lar activities involve 
soccer, volleyball, 
basketball and base-
ball. 

Fourth Baptist 
considers its strengths 
to include a strong 

Christ-centered family orientation, 
high academic standards, balanced 
athletic and academic programs, a 
stable faculty with multi-year experi-
ence at the school, a state-of-the-art 
school facility and good community 
relations.

For  information and tours 
contact Alan Hodak at (763) 417-
8240 or fbcsinfo@fourthbaptist.org. 
Information is also available at www.
fourthbaptistchristianschool.org. 

Education with a 
strong Christ-centered 
family orientation

…high 
academic 
standards, 
balanced 
athletic and 
academic 
programs…

CALL FOR A FREE INFO PACKET OR TOUR

www.fourthbaptistchristianschool.org

Serving Christ-Centered Families Since 1966

Fourth Baptist
Christian School

Kindergarten Open House 
March 27, 7 pm

13. Love Works Academy
2225 Zenith Ave N
Golden Valley, MN 55422
(763) 522-6830
www.loveworksacademy.org

Academy for the Visual & Performing Arts. Kinder-
garten–8th grade. Cost Free Charter School. Love 
Works Academy provides students with intensive 
training in fi ve disciplines: the visual arts, music, 
theatre, dance and competitive sports — in com-
bination with comprehensive, rigorous academic 
programs. Call for information.

14. MAG Christian School
24799 Forest Blvd.
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 797-7400
magchristianschool@realchurch.org
www.magchristianschool.org

“Building a foundation… Building academic 
achievement… Building community.” Our staff is 
dedicated to using all available resources to en-
courage students to acquire a strong foundation 
in educational basics that will support their future 
learning, to help them develop a Biblical worldview 
and critical thinking skills, to guide them to recog-
nize their God-given gifts and abilities, and to equip 
them for leadership in their homes, neighborhoods, 
churches, future work place, and community.

15. Minnehaha Academy
Upper School (grades 9-12)
3100 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Lower & Middle School (grades Preschool-8)
4200 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 728-7756
www.minnehahaacademy.net

Minnehaha Academy is a private, Christian school 
serving grades preschool through grade twelve. 
Since opening in 1913, its mission has been to pro-
vide quality education integrating Christian faith 
and learning. Today, the academy’s enrollment of 
1000 students represents a diverse range of ethnic, 
racial, religious and socio-economic backgrounds 
from throughout the Twin Cities.

16. Minnesota Association of 
Christian Home Educators

P.O. Box 32308
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 717-9070, 1-866-717-9070
info@mache.org
www.mache.org

 MÂCHÉ is a statewide organization for par-
ents who have chosen to home educate their 
children.  Since 1983, MÂCHÉ has provided in-
formation to home educators and acted as an ef-
fective vehicle to facilitate and safeguard the home 
education opportunity in Minnesota.  We encour-
age families to use home education as a means to 
pass on to their children a Godly heritage instilled 
through applying Biblical principles. 
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17. New Life Academy
6758 Baily Road
Woodbury, MN 55129
(651) 459-4121
wendydodds@newlifeacademy.org
www.newlifeacademy.org

Established in 1977, New Life Academy is the 
largest Preschool-Grade 12 non-denominational 
Christian school serving east metro families. Our 
student body is a community of friends learning 
and growing together. Families from 47 different 
municipalities and 90 area churches come together 
at NLA to develop the hearts and minds of chil-
dren, preparing them to lead purposeful lives.

18. North Heights Christian Academy
2701 North Rice St
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 797-7934
jeff.taylor@nhlc.org
www.northheightschristianacademy.org

North Heights Christian Academy prepares stu-
dents to stand fi rm and live victorious in Christ by 
building a foundation of faith, truth, knowledge 
and wisdom through Christ-centered education. 
Our program features an atmosphere which fos-
ters, a curriculum which refl ects, and faculty who 
embrace the living Word of God as the only infal-
lible and authoritative guide for belief and conduct.

19. Northside Christian School
804 131st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55434
nsideschool@comcast.net
www.northsideconnection.org

Since 1974 Northside Christian School has been 
building children of excellence through God’s 
Word and Spirit. Our 5 core values are: Academi-
cally Skilled, Word and Spirit Equipped, Kingdom 
Motivated, Growing in Relationships, Intentional 
Servants. We endeavor to integrate faith and learn-
ing in every sphere of life. Our passion is for every 
student to know God personally and aim at being 
a world changer.

 K4 through 12 grade
  K4 classes are full days on M, W, F
  Kindergarten classes are full days M-F

 Small class sizes & family-oriented environment

 Traditional classroom education

 Quality fi ne arts education: choir, band, drama, individual 
music lessons taught at the school

 Athletic programs: soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball

 Member of:
  Minnesota Association of Christian Schools
  American Association of Christian Schools

 Affordable Christian education
  Tuition range is $3,700 - $4,050 per student

Woodcrest Baptist Academy
Training Students for 39 Years

6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432

(763) 571-6410

Walk Worthy of the Lord

www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org

5 core values
Academically Skilled - Our students are challenged to reach their personal 
best in academic achievement.
Word and Spirit Equipped - We want Northside students to hunger for 
God’s Word and be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Kingdom Motivated - We train students’ hearts in the way of the Lord, 
motivated by the question, “What would Jesus do?”
Growing in Relationships - Like Jesus, we urge our students to have growing 
relationships with God and man.
Intentional Servants - We want our students to serve God and man 
intentionally, with joy.

— For 38 years —

Building children of excellence 
through God’s Word and Spirit

Preschool to Grade 12

Northside Christian School

Main Street (Cty Rd 14)

Northside Christian School
763-755-3993 
804 131st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55434
nsideschool@comcast.net
www.northsideconnection.org

3910 Stevens Ave. S., Minneapolis 55409

— A Christian-based Childcare Center —

Family Circle Learning Center
“Children Are Our Heritage”

20. Redeemer Lutheran School 
115 Wayzata Blvd. W.
Wayzata MN 55391
(952) 473-5356
www.redeemerwayzata.org

Redeemer Lutheran School provides a nurturing 
environment that promotes spiritual growth and 
academic excellence. An experienced faculty deliv-
ers Christian faith-based teachings for a lifetime 
to Preschool through Grade 8 students – quality 
instruction in core academics and specialized in-
struction in computer, music, Spanish. Lunch, ex-
tended care, music and sports programs also of-
fered. Accredited.

21. Southwest Christian High School
103 Peavey Road
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 556-0040
s_beuning@swchs.org
www.swchs.org

Southwest Christian is a grade 9-12, indepen-
dent, interdenominational, college-prep high 
school. Utilizing a discipleship model of education, 
SWCHS helps students to think and act biblically 
in their worldview. Southwest offers AP and hon-
ors courses, superb music and fi ne arts, leadership 
opportunities, senior mission trip, discipleship 
groups, 14 varsity sports, and more.

22. Woodcrest Baptist Academy
6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 571-6410
www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org

For 39 years, Woodcrest Baptist Academy has been 
providing a well-rounded Christian education to stu-
dents in the Northern suburbs. The teaching staff is 
comprised of Godly teachers, many of whom have 
20 – 30 years of experience in Christian Education. 
Woodcrest offers a traditional curriculum from 4-year-
old kindergarten through 12th grade.
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at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor

A freewill offering will be taken
Heaven’s Call sang on the main stage at the National Quartet Convention this last year 
and were featured guests the last two years at the Twin Cities Quartet Convention. They 
have sung for years all across the country in all kinds of venues. You will thoroughly 
enjoy their music and ministry. Bring someone with you for this special day.

Call or email for more information – 952-334-0444 / jbk225@msn.com 

Coming events at Crowne Pointe Church:

The Blackwood Brothers Quartet, 
featuring Jimmy Blackwood, son of James Blackwood

Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

Heaven’s Call

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

THRU MAR 28 • WEDNESDAYS
God’s Story on Stage. 5:30pm & 7pm, Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley 
Rd., Golden Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

MAR 2 • FRIDAY
“Sweet Life” Dessert Comedy Theatre. 
7pm, Grove Christian Center, 14320 93rd 
Ave. N, Maple Grove, $10 • (763) 420-4271

MAR 3 • SATURDAY
Great Commission Artists Seminar, Wor-
ship in the Potter’s Hands. 9am-3pm, 
Bloomington Center for the Arts, Bloom-
ington • greatcommissionartists.com

Military Family Fair. 10am-2pm, Living 
Word Christian Center, 9201 75th Ave. 
N, Brooklyn Park, free • (763) 315-7000

MAR 8 • THURSDAY
  Career transition Connection, Resume 
Review 6-7pm, & “Practical Strategies for 
Overcoming Your Job Search Obstacles” 
7-8:30pm, Woodbury Lutheran Church, 
7380 Afton Rd., Woodbury, free • (651) 
739-5144

MAR 9 • FRIDAY
‘Resurrections,’ Solo Gospel Art Exhibit, 
opening reception. 6:30-8:30pm, The 

Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882

Sidewalk Counseling Training, with Debra 
Braun. 7:30-9:30pm, Cathedral of St. 
Paul, 239 Selby Ave., St. Paul, free • 
(651) 771-1500

MAR 9-10 • FRI-SAT
Bob Cornell, speaking. 7pm, Gateway 
Ministry Center, 2140 Hwy 3 S, Northfi eld 
• gatewayministrycenter.org 

MAR 9-APR 30
‘Resurrections,’ Solo Gospel Art Exhibit. 
Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882

MAR 10 • SATURDAY
Questions Christian Hope No One Will 
Ask, live simulcast seminar. 10:30am-
1:30pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 
Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 
231-2983

District Pine Care Races. 2:15pm, King 
of Grace Gymnasium, 6000 Duluth St., 
Golden Valley • kog-els.org

Aspergers/HFA game Club, ages 9-15. 
6:30-8:30pm, Riverview Church, 14 E 
Moreland Ave., W St. Paul, $10 • (651) 
552-7381

MAR 11 • SUNDAY
Celebrate Spring. 2-3pm, Calvary Lu-
theran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., 
Golden Valley, $5 • (763) 231-2969

Benefi t Concert for Seward Longfellow, 
Restorative Justice Partnership. 2-4pm, 
Faith Mennonite Church, 2720 E 22nd 
St., Minneapolis • (612) 375-9483

MAR 12 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Bring the Spirit with Children’s Picture 
Books” with “Packy” Mader. 7-9pm, 
Fireside Room, Christ Presbyterian, 
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 
315-1014

MAR 13 • TUESDAY
MCCL Student Day at the Capital, grade 
7-12. 8:30am-3:30pm, St. Paul Kelly Inn, 
St. Paul, $10 • mccl.org

MAR 15 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Secu-
rity Systems.” Westwood Community 
Church, 3121 Westwood Dr., Excelsior 
• macfm.org

MAR 16-17 • FRI-SAT
The True ID Young Women’s Conference. 
3pm, The Minneapolis Women’s Club, 
410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis , $139. 
Hosted by WOW Ministries Int’l • (612) 
501-8822, wowministriesintl.org

MAR 17 • SATURDAY
The Father/Daughter Summit. Plymouth 
Covenant Church, 4300 Vicksburg Ln, 
Plymouth • fathers.com, (651) 755-2645

Personal Ministry Development Seminar, 
two. 9am-3:30pm, New Harvest Church 
international, 6000 Bass Lake Rd., Ste. 
211, Crystal, $29-35 • (612) 483-4490

MAR 18 • SUNDAY
Intercessor y Prayer Group Training, 
5-weeks. Sundays 6:30pm, Holiday Inn, 
2201 Burns Ave., 2nd fl oor conference 
room St. Paul, free. Hosted by House of 
Prayer, Praise & Worship • (651) 335-3154

MAR 19 • MONDAY
Parenting on Purpose, with Dr. Ada 
Alden. 7-9pm, Hope Lutheran Church, 
5728 Cedar Ave. S, Minneapolis, free 
• (612) 827-2655

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
Big Daddy Weave, ‘Love Come to Life’ 
Tour, with Kerrie Roberts & Mikeschair. 
6pm, Hmong American Alliance Church, 
2515 Maplewood Dr. N, Maplewood, 
$12-18 • (651) 270-3492, itckets.com

“Our Genetic Deterioration,” with Dr. 
Doyle Holbird. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • 
tccsa.tc

MAR 22-24 • THU-SAT
W.O.P. Conference 2012, “Pure…”, with 
Pastor Brenda Timberlake & Minister 
Christina Brooks. Thu 7pm; Fri 9am-2pm 
& 7pm; Sat 9am, The Holy Christian 
Church, 125 Stevens St. W, St. Paul • 
(651) 290-9673

  MAR 22-APR 8
‘Kingdom Undone.’ The Southern The-
ater, 1420 Washington Ave. S, Minne-
apolis, $21-25 • kingdomundone.com, 
1-800-838-3006

Career transition Connection, Mock 
Interview Sessions 5:30-6:30pm, & 
“Start Acing Interviews Now” 7-8:30pm, 
Woodbury Lutheran Church, 7380 Afton 
Rd., Woodbury, free • (651) 739-5144

MAR 23-APR 1 • FRI-SUN
‘She Stoops to Conquer,’ spring play. Fri-
Sat 7:30pm & Sun 3pm, North Central 
University, Minneapolis • ncufi nearts.
com

MAR 24 • SATURDAY
Refl ective Parenting, ‘Seven Essential 
Life Skills: All Children Need.’ 10:30-
11:30am, Circle Pines Library, 100 
Civic Heights Circle, Circle Pines • (763) 
792-4428

Aspergers/HFA game Club, ages 9-15. 

Arrangements by: Golden Eagle Travel & Tours

Join Tom Stolz on location in the Judean Wilderness, at 
the shore of the Galilee, on the Mount of Olives, and in 

Jerusalem, as the story of Jesus comes alive through the 
rich language of the King James Version of Mark’s Gospel.

The 10 days in Israel will take us to places known from the 
Old and New Testaments. We will walk in the footsteps 

of Jesus, float in the Dead Sea, go to the Jordan River site 
where Jesus was baptized. We will travel north to the Sea of 
Galilee and visit the sites where the ministry of Jesus started, 
to Capernaum, to Bethsaida, the hometown of Peter, Philip & 
Andrew, to Caesarea Philippi, to Christ’s boyhood home of 
Nazareth & to Cana where Jesus performed His first miracle.

The tour will also take us to site of the Nativity in Bethlehem. In Jerusalem we 
will walk the Palm Sunday route down the Mt of Olives & from Gethsemane 

across the Kidron Valley into the Old City of Jerusalem, taking the same route 
that Jesus took on His journey to the Cross.

An Encore Tour to Israel
Join Tom Stolz of the Old Log Theater  

for an encore presentation of

The Gospel According to St. Mark
on location in Israel Jul 25 - Aug 5, 2012

From MSP/Minneapolis $3,850 (which includes air taxes/fees, subject to change until 
ticketed) plus $120 gratuities. Cost is per person, based on double occupancy.

For complete itinerary, terms, conditions, registration form, please visit
www.goldeneagletravelgroup.com

MAR 9 • FRIDAY (cont.)

MAR 10 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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6:30-8:30pm, Riverview Church, 14 E 
Moreland Ave., W St. Paul, $10 • (651) 
552-7381

Deo Cantamus Chorale “Masterworks of 
Choral Music” to “Great Hymns of the 
Faith.” 7pm, Fourth Baptist Church Au-
ditorium, 900 Forestview Ln., Plymouth, 
free • deocantamus.org

MAR 25 • SUNDAY
“Heaven’s Call,” Gospel Concert. 3pm, 
Park Plaza Hotel, 4460 W 78th St. Circle, 
Bloomington. Hosted by Crowne Pointe 
Church • (952) 334-0444

MAR 29-APR 1 • THU-SUN
‘Witness Messiah.’ Thu-Fri 7:30pm; Sat 
2:30pm & 6:30pm; Sun 3:30pm, Mara-
natha Assembly of God, Forest Lake • 
witnessmessiah.org, (651) 797-7395

MAR 30 • FRIDAY
Glorybound’s Spring Event, Silent Auc-
tion & Reception. 6pm, Ramada Plaza, 
1330 Industrial Blvd., Minneapolis, 
$45/person or $280/table of 8 • (763) 
390-0589 

Tabernacle of David Lecture Series, 
with Rico Cortes. 7:15pm, International 
Outreach Church, 1512 Woodhill Rd., 
Burnsville • (612) 619-1418

MAR 30-31 • FRI-SAT
Free to Be the Change Women’s Confer-
ence, with Pam Tebow & more. Emmanuel 
Christian Center, Spring Lake Park • 
freetobeconference.org

MAR 31-APR 1 • SAT-SUN
  “All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Sat 1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 
3pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, 
(651) 797-7950

APR 2 • MONDAY
Christ in the Passover, presented by 
Jews 4 Jesus. 7pm, Fridley Covenant 
Church, 6390 University Ave. NE, Fridley 
• (763) 300-1967

APR 5 • THURSDAY
Grief Recovery Support Group, thru 
May 24. Thursdays 7-9pm, Vertical Life 
Church, 7600 Humboldt Ave. N, Brooklyn 
Park, $15 workbook • (651) 208-5332

APR 6 • FRIDAY
Women in Transition, career development 
& personal empowerment workshop. 
1-4pm, Lenox Community Center, 6715 
Minnetonka Blvd., $209, St. Louis Park, 
$10 • (612) 752-8444

APR 6-7 • FRI-SAT
“All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Fri 7:30pm; Sat 1pm, 
North Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 

Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, (651) 
797-7950

APR 13-14 • FRI-SAT
Dennis Cramer, guest speaker. 7pm, 
Gateway Ministry Center, 2140 Hwy 3 
S, Northfi eld, $15 • gatewayministry-
center.org 

Arise! Women’s Conference, “All In,” with 
Graham Cooke, Diane Brask, Carolyn 
Haas & Kalley Heiligenthal. Woodland 
Hills Church, 1740 Van Dyke St., Maple-
wood, $40+ • (651) 490-1517 x20

APR 14 • SATURDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild 
Spring Seminar, “A Day with the Book 
Therapist,” with Susan May Warren. 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie • (951) 
247-9085

APR 14-15 • SAT-SUN
“All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Sat 1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 
3pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, 
(651) 797-7950 

APR 16 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Tell Me a Story, But Make It Short” 
with Susan May Warren. 7-9pm, Fireside 
Room, Christ Presbyterian, 6901 Nor-
mandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 315-1014

APR 17 • TUESDAY
TCCSA meeting. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • 
tccsa.tc

APR 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Roofi ng.” 
Urban Ventures, 2924 4th Ave. S, Min-
neapolis • macfm.org

APR 20 • FRIDAY
Sounds of Praise Concert, a celebration 
of Joni & Friends Disability Ministry, with 
Mark David Williams, Mary Beth Carlson, 
Dan & Sandy Adler, Jeremiah Gamble. 

7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, 
free • (952) 933-7777

APR 21 • SATURDAY
Refl ective Parenting, ‘Fantastic Families: 
What do Strong, Happy Families Do to 
Be That Way?’ 10:30-11:30am, Circle 
Pines Library, 100 Civic Heights Circle, 
Circle Pines • (763) 792-4428

True North Sportsmen’s Dinner, with 
Joe Sir. 5:30pm,   Galilee Church, 10101 
Lexington Ave. N, Circle Pines, $15 • 
(763) 784-1760

Casting Crowns ‘Come to the Well Tour’, 
with Lindsay McCaul, Matthew West & 
Royal Tailor. 7pm, Target Center, Min-
neapolis, $22-77. Presented by 98.5 
KTIS • ticketmaster.com

APR 22 • SUNDAY
Global Worship concert. 6pm, St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1901 
Portland Ave. S, Minneapolis • (612) 
874-0133, (651) 442-2856

MAY 11 • FRIDAY
12th Annual Birth Mother Dinner. 6pm, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2120 Lexington 
Ave. N, Roseville. Hosted by New Life 
Family Services • (612) 623-8378, 
nlfs.org

MAY 31-JUN 2 • THU-SAT
  Joyce Meyer Conference 2012. Target 
Center, 600 1st Ave. N, Minneapolis 
• (612) 673-1300

JUN 9 • SATURDAY
Joyful Noise Family Fest 2012, with Toby-
Mac, Mandisa, Peter Furler, Matt Maher, 
Jason Gray & Go Fish. National Sports 
Center, 1700 105th Ave NE, Blaine, $20-
40 • joyfulnoisefamilyfest.com

JUL 25-AUG 5 
An Encore Tour of Israel, with Tom 
Stolz, The Gospel According to Mark. 
• goldeneagletravelgroup.com, (952) 
474-0903

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

MAR 24 • SATURDAY (cont.) APR 6-7 • FRI-SAT (cont.) APR 20 • FRIDAY (cont.)
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Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

McGregor, Minnesota

218-768-2610
www.covenantpines.org

Family & Summer Youth Camps 
for Grades 2-12

Early bird discount for registration by April 1st

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Christian Recovery Counseling
Specializing in helping men, women and 

children find freedom from emotional, 
sexual and physical abuse.

Who comes to CRC?   

For information  
or an appointment please call 

(763) 566-0088, ext 114

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

Tim Hanson 
“The HouseDoctor”

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

GUTTER INSTALLATION

For Appt:  651-528-7550

Full Potential Computer Repair        
We Service Laptops and Desktops
Windows PCs, Macs, and Xbox 360       

Call John at 763-269-2953

COMPUTER REPAIR

Coached By Grace 

(763) 354-6940

LIFE COACHING

By Scott Noble

“Walking in Faith: Stories of 
Hope and Encouragement for 
the Workplace, ”WestBow Press, 
Bloomington, Ind., © 2011, 115 
pages, $11.95

Shari Harris surprised herself and 
her family one day when she agreed 
to attend a Bible study a friend from 
work, Carie, had invited her to attend.

“By the time I got home, I really 
wondered what kind of crazy thing I 
had done,” Harris recalled.

At work, Carie had shared her faith 
with Harris.

“She seemed to have a different kind 
of faith,” Harris said. “When she talked 
about salvation and when she talked 
about a personal relationship with 
Jesus, they were new concepts for me. 
We grew up in church. Never doubted 
that there was a God. But He was always 
somebody … kind of big and kind of 
far away and somebody you prayed to 
when in trouble.”

A friend at work shared her faith with 
Shari Harris, ultimately leading her on 
the path of salvation herself.

Walking in Faith: Sharing Christ in the workplace

Harris’ attendance at the Bible 
study, however, was not just a one-time 
occurrence. 

“Not only did I go that night and 
not only did I stay, I went back many 
times,” she said. “The women were so 
delightful. I just really felt like when 
they said they were glad that I came 
that they really were. The one that 

prayed for me … I was so touched. God 
was getting my attention through this 
Bible study.”

Eventually, Harris accepted an 
invitation to attend Carie’s church, 
and in 1998, Harris dedicated her life 
to Christ. 

Opportunities in the workplace
In 2003, Harris began the FOCUS 

degree program at Northwestern Col-
lege in hopes of attaining her college 

degree. She was also hoping that God 
would use her in the workplace, much 
like her friend, Carie, had been used 
by God to impact her life.

Harris prayed, “God, send me some-
place that you will use me.”

That prayer would soon be answered 
when she was offered an entry level job 
at Medtronic, a local Fortune 500 com-
pany that specializes in medical tech-
nology. After working at Medtronic for 
only a couple of months, she received a 
newsletter that contained an announce-
ment about a Christian group that was 
meeting in the workplace.

Curious about the Christian Em-
ployee Resource Group, Harris decided 
to meet with the group’s leader at the 
time. After that meeting, Harris was of-
fered a position on the group’s council. 

“I was merely curious about this thing 
called a Christian group,” Harris said. 
“[I had] no intention of becoming in-
volved. Certainly didn’t feel like I had 
anything I could even offer this group.”

She refused the initial offer to be-
come a part of the council, feeling 
a bit out of her league—being still 
a fairly new Christian and someone 
in an entry level position. But af-
ter prayerfully considering it, she 
eventually accepted and has since 
served in a variety of positions, in-
cluding chairperson.

“God doesn’t necessarily call the 
people who feel qualifi ed for a posi-
tion but that He certainly qualifi es 
the call,” she said. “He’s looking for 
people who are willing.”

Writing the book
Through her experience of 

getting to know Christ in the work-
place, Harris developed a desire to 

encourage others in the workplace. 
To fulfi ll this desire, she began writ-
ing weekly articles for a women’s 
group about workplace issues.

Then one day the idea occurred 
to her that “maybe my fi rst book 
is as easy as compiling my articles 
that I’ve written …. [“Walking in 
Faith” is] a collection of personal 
stories that together kind of tell a 
story about my faith journey.”

Each chapter includes several se-
lections that share the same theme, 
including prayer, faith, forgiveness, 
compassion and several others. The 
selections are short enough to be 
read as devotionals, and each one 
includes Scripture references.

  The experiences Harris relates 
are common among Christians in 
the workplace and offer a helpful 
guide for how to interact with 
non-believers, how to forgive a co-
worker, how to thrive where God 
has placed you and how to meet 
challenges.

Harris hopes her readers can 
fi nd hope through her personal 
stories.

“I share the stories of personal 
struggle and personal challenge … 
not because that’s easy or fun to do 
… but to kind of send the message 
that we all struggle,” she said. “And 
we all have challenges. God has 
just called me to be transparent 
about who I am in order to share 
who He is. To encourage others to 
do the same.”

 “Walking in Faith” can be pur-
chased through LifeWay Christian 
Stores and online.



March 2012 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 23www.christianexaminer.com

 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Multiple regions California
❑ Minneapolis, MN   ❑  San Diego Co.

❑ Seattle/Tacoma, WA ❑  Inland Empire

On-line ❑  Orange Co. 

❑  Internet ❑  Los Angeles Co.
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month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

AUTOMOBILE
Cash $$ for your used car. No risk/call KenRay 
(651) 398-7388.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Need Extra Income? This program generates money 
around the clock. (651) 319-4020

Work from home. Put your faith fi rst. Family second 
with an opportunity to earn a great income. (952) 
474-4682. Buscando Bilinque

$1000+ Per Month! This simple program makes 
it possible. (651) 319-4020

Debt Free! No Mortgage! Credit cards, loans paid 
off. www.getwowbudget.com/prosper 

Catch the next technology wave! Don’t miss the 
train. Mobile banking is a money maker. (651) 
319-4020

Save $100,000s…Get rid of ALL debts: credit card 
debt, mortgage, car loans-everything-years sooner! 
WOW Budget shows you how without taking more 
out of your monthly income. www.getwowbudget.
com/prosper

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

HEALTH & FITNESS
Medicare eligible? Age 64-65? I can help you 
fi nd a Medicare Supplement health plan that fi ts 
your needs and budget! Pedersen Medical + Life 
Insurance Services. Phone: (651) 501-2507, Email: 
agent.leann@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED
Our  small but growing business is looking for a 
permanent part time bookkeeper who knows Quick-
Books. Must be honest, dependable, and have a 
good track record. This is a great opportunity for the 
right person. We are located in the western suburbs. 
Email resume to bruce@midamericameter.com.

Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: 
Christian outreach housing project needs a Christian 
licensed alcohol and drug counselor. For outpatient 
CD program. If you are interested, please call Jim 
at (651) 387-8393.

H  OUSING NEEDED
Single Christian male seeks quiet place to rent 
beginning May 1st. Am willing to help with chores. 
(612) 805-1756. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Interested in international development?  Opera-
tion Dignity International is looking for development 
partners and Board Members.  Call Kathy Sullivan, 
Executive Director, (763) 432-0543 or kl.sullivan@
hotmail.com.

Want a fun and exciting way for women to fellow-
ship and bond with each other while making a 
decision to get physically fi t? Bring Zumba to your 
community. Contact Satise (952) 303-4193 or 
Beverly (952) 818-4052.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar lessons: Rock, country, classical folk, blues. 
30+ years experience. Call Ed McGarrity at (763) 
354-0952. 147 Hamel Rd., Medina, MN 55340.

Visually understand how music works. Then ap-
ply to playing the piano and other instruments. 4 
How Music Work “tools” with instructions - $25. 
Email mentoring available (651) 426-4274, www.
visualmusicbasics.com. 

Christian Saxophonist will teach you how to bring 
inner healing for the glory of God. Beginners and 
others. Yissakar. (612) 390-6120.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Lake Shore Retreat. Great site for church or family 
retreat, 50 plus acres on Leisure lake. 1/2 mile of 
lake shore, 10 miles north of Spooner Wisconsin, 
120 miles NE of Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. Near 
Namekagon River for canoeing. Forest with hik-
ing trails, sand beach, good hunting, fi shing and 
winter sports. Modern 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home. 
(763) 315-1106.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
R                        oommate wanted! Female, reliable. Quiet, safe 
area. Early as March. Rent $470/month, plus 
approx $50 for internet and electric. Call for more 
info (763) 242-7582.

R  oom in quiet NE Minneapolis home. Rent $350 
includes utilities, one block to bus. No smoking, 
no pets. Cathy (612) 788-1063.

Seeking roommate to rent lower level of Eagan 
town home. Private bedroom, living room, and 
bathroom. Laundry, garage, kitchen use, and utilities 
included. Can be furnished. $625. No smoking or 
pets. I’m 31 yr single male. www.eaganroommate.
com, (715) 965-1492.

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

H  elp America recover, Chris at Stewart Upholstery 
and Repair. (612) 990-8689. Our fabric or yours.

B  arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Christian female nurse (RN) available for indepen-
dent, private duty care for adult/senior patient(s); I 
prefer 8-10-12 hour overnight shifts. Will consider 
occasional 4-6 hour day or evening shifts.  Part 
time in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. Mature, 
responsible, compassionate. Well-experienced in 
hospital & community (home care). Strong com-
munication, clinical and teaching skills - wound 
care, orthopedic, IVs, feeding tube, diabetes, heart 
failure, etc. Alzheimer’s Association certifi ed in 
dementia care. Personal, professional, pastoral 
references available. Independently insured. Cost 
dependent on level of care. Please call to discuss 
your or your loved one’s needs. Tracy: (612) 202-
3762. Please leave a message if I am unavailable. 
I will return your call.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

ROOMS   FOR RENT

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.
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❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
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Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Volunteer Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol 
Program for teens and adults. Our program is designed to help 
individuals permanently recover from drug and alcohol abuse and the life 
controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more 
information by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to 
jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at www.mntc.org and 
clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Please visit www.mntc.org  
for more info on employment, volunteer,  

and internship opportunities.

Volunteer Opportunities
By giving of your time and talents, you will get to be a part of the change that takes 
place at Teen Challenge. By mentoring or being a program staff, cutting hair or 
teaching a craft, you will get to form significant relationships with the residents. By 
stuffing envelopes or putting up drywall, driving a bus or fixing an electrical circuit, 
you get to provide overall support to the programming offered at Teen Challenge. 
No matter the way in which you get involved, the opportunities are numerous, and 
the rewards are endless. Visit our website for a list of volunteer opportunities. Or 
contact Jeff Dexter at: Jeffrey.dexter@mntc.org.

Brain Based Therapy

You can fi nd out exactly what Brain Based Therapy is and how BBT can be used 
for ADHD Treatments and OCD Treatments. We help patients of all ages using the 
“Wellness Approach.” Each person is unique and deserves a treatment plan that is 
too. We take the time necessary to uncover the neurological causes of your symptoms. 

Why Brain Based Care is so Successful
Neurotransmitters are one of the keys. Balancing natural production of the chemicals 
that ‘fi re’ brain responses to stimuli is one of the main treatments for ADD, ADHD, & 
OCD when using Brain Based Therapy.
Because BBT increases normal function of your brain and it’s chemicals, BBT always 
works! And, because it is a completely non-drug approach, there are never any side-
effects. If you are looking for ADHD treatments or OCD treatments that don’t cover up 
the symptoms, but gets your brain back to natural production of its chemicals, then 
BBT is the right choice for you. 

The Upper Room wellness center 
Total wellness in a Christian environment
Dr. Kevin Conners, Chiropractor, Chiropractic Neurology
www.upperroomwellness.com
Call us today at 651.739.1248

Brain Based Therapy works without drugs, without medicine, 
and without surgery. Brain Based Therapy simply allows God’s 
healing, restorative powers that are instilled in us to be free to 
work. It “fl ips” the breaker switch back “on”.

Visit www.UpperRoomWellness.com for more information

There is HOPE for correction of
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