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By Miles McPherson

If you accept the world’s view of 
Christmas you probably associ-
ate the annual holiday mostly 

with retail therapy and a jolly 
character that is well known for 
hanging out in chimneys. 

Why do we celebrate Christmas? 
Certainly it’s not to stimulate the 
American economy.

Sure, it is fun to enjoy a holiday 
fi lled with feasting, football, shop-
ping and sharing with friends and 
family. But despite the plethora 
of worldly distractions this time of 
year, there is something very sa-
cred about Christmas that deserves 
our attention and refl ection.

You’ve probably heard or seen 
the catchy phrase, “Jesus is the 
reason for the season.” What does it 
mean? For millions of Christians 
worldwide, there are three reasons 
why we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Jesus was born to fulfi ll 
promises and prophecies

Jesus’ birth fulfi lled more 
than 300 prophecies in the Old 
Testament. For example, Jesus was 
born of a virgin (see Isaiah 7:14 

and Matthew 1:18-23) in 
Bethlehem. We’ve heard 
this so many times we take 
this miraculous event for 
granted, but the signifi -
cance is more than a scene 
on a Christmas card.

Mary and her husband-to-
be Joseph had to trust God 
and believe what His angels told 
them about the child who would 
be called Immanuel, or “God with 
us.” Looking throughout all of 
Jesus’ earthly life, we can fi nd spe-
cifi c fulfi llments of what the Bible 
predicted would happen concern-
ing the Savior of humankind. It 
was all in the plan.

Likewise, God has a very specifi c 
plan and promise for your life. 

Jesus was born to bear witness 
to the Kingdom of God

Christ came to teach us king-
dom principles (Matthew 5:7), 
which are very different from 
worldly principles. Worldly prin-
ciples tell us, “Don’t get caught.” 
Kingdom principles tell us we’re 
already guilty and if we’ve thought 
about doing something, we’ve 
done it in the eyes of God, because 

He’s 
look-
ing at our 
heart. We 
all need Christ’s 
forgiveness!

For those who know Him, 
Christ gives hope of the kingdom 
to come and a sense of peace here 
on earth. 

Jesus came to implement 
God’s plan of salvation

Salvation through Christ is an 
eternal gift that will never fade. 
Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages 
of sin is death. Death was always 
the penalty of sin. Some sin may 
result in literal death; other sins 

lead 
to the 

death of something valu-
able in your life like innocence or 
a relationship.

Jesus Christ was born to die in 
our place. He gave His life so that 
we could have eternal life.

This Christmas you may receive 
many gifts. But even the shiniest, 
fastest, coolest, gifts will tarnish, 
break, or go out of style. 

Salvation through Christ is an 
eternal gift that will never fade. 

And 
one of 
the cool-
est things 

about 
this gift is 

that it gets 
better with 

time.
Accept the 

gift of eternal life 
through Christ this 

year and watch Him 
keep on giving. You will 

have an entirely new reason 
to celebrate the season, and His 
name is Jesus Christ.

If you already know Him, take 
time today to talk with someone 
you know about the true meaning 
of Christmas. That’s an inex-
pensive gift, with transformative 
power, which promises to bless 
both the giver and receiver.

Former NFL player Miles 
McPherson is the senior pastor of 
the Rock Church in San Diego.

The gift that keeps 
giving and giving

Christmas
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True Meaning

of

By Lori Arnold

Black Friday came a little earlier 
this year, and with consumer confi -
dence showing small signs of resur-
rection, retailers are hoping for a 
much more profi table season than 
the past few years. There are plenty 
of choices for the more traditional 
gifts of Bibles, books, music and 
movies. Many options are also avail-
able for children and youth.

This year, we found an unusual 
gift idea in silk scarves and ties as 
part of a nod to America and Eu-
ropean cathedrals. Knickknacks are 
also a great option.

Fans of the spectacular stained 
glass and painted architecture of 

Gifts with purpose
Put inspirational items on your shopping list

See CHRISTMAS, page 6

American cathedrals now have the 
option of accessorizing home and 
apparel with some of the most fa-

mous features of the iconic struc-
tures, thanks to Christian Silks.

The silks are the brainchild of 
Angela Joy Coppola and were in-
spired by her visits to the cathedrals 
in Washington and London. The 
line includes a tribute to the Crys-
tal Cathedral in Garden Grove and 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.

“Part of the beauty of owning 
these gorgeous silks is to use them 
to create a sacred space in the 
home that is conducive to prayer 
and contemplation,” Coppola said. 
“As you can see from our website, 
these silks can also be worn in a va-
riety of ways.” 

Christian Silks offers colorful scarves 
and ties designed from the stained 
glass showpieces of American and 
European cathedrals.

Community
Inland Empire seniors 
hear Angels Sing
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By Lori Arnold

YORBA LINDA — Mark and 
Cindy Smith were enjoying a late 
afternoon meal at a Southern Cali-
fornia restaurant, as was their habit 
during their annual summer vaca-
tions here. Their daughter Malori, 
a recent high school graduate, was 
enjoying the return leg of her 17th 
mission trip, this time to Mexico 
City. 

Her father’s phone rang.
There had been a crash near 

Monterrey, Mexico involving the 
passenger van that was carrying his 
daughter’s team back to Laredo, 
Texas. No more details were avail-
able, so Smith immediately booked 
a ticket to Monterrey. On their 
way to the airport the phone rang 
again.

“The pastor on the other end of 
the line said, ‘Malori died,’” Smith 
said. “We just stopped in the mid-
dle of the road and said, ‘OK now 
what?’ 

“It’s hard to let those words sort 
of sink in. What does that mean, 
especially for a Christian? We were 
worship leaders for 25 years. We fi g-
ure, hey man, we’re protected and 
Malori’s on the mission fi eld and 
she’s protected. Yet there it is: she 
died.”

Two others on the team were also 
killed in the June 30, 2002 crash of 
a 15-passenger van.

“(It) was on a smooth, clear, dry, 
straight road with no other traffi c 
on it,” her father said. “The left rear 
tire de-treaded.”

In the weeks after the crash, 
Smith discovered that there was 
a pattern with the extended vans. 
Early in their production cycle, au-
tomakers met rapid demand for the 

Popular church vans have propensity to roll, hundreds killed 

This Ford 15-passenger van, carrying musicians from Fair Oaks Presbyterian 
Church, rolled four times on Interstate 5 in Kern County on April 9, 2004, killing 
the driver and its front-seat passenger. The photo was used in a civil suit in 
which attorneys from the then-law fi rm Dreyer Babich Buccola Wood won a $73 
million verdict against Ford Motor Company. 

vehicles—there are an estimated 
500,000 such vans on the road—by 
either putting extended bodies on 
standard truck chassis or convert-
ing cargo vans for passenger use. 
With a right side aisle, the weight 
of the vans shifted to the left, rear 
tire. That weight, Smith said, causes 
tires to overheat, which separates 
the tread from the base of the tire. 
Eventually the remaining inner lin-
ing melts away.

“Once the rim is exposed it grabs 
on to any kind of asphalt,” he said. 
“It launched (the team’s van) into 
the air and landed on the right 
front side.”

Malori and one other girl were 
ejected, killing them. The third fa-
tality, a man belted into the passen-
ger seat, was crushed by the impact. 
Services for Malori were held in 

California and Colorado, where the 
family was living at the time of her 
death. A thousand people turned 
out to honor her.

“Not because we were popular, 
but because she was,” her dad said.

Several months before Malori’s 
accident, unbeknownst to Smith, 
the National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration issued its second 
advisory on the vehicles. 

“NHTSA research has shown that 
15-passenger vans have a rollover 
risk that increases dramatically as 
the number of occupants increases 
from fewer than fi ve to more than 
10,” read the advisory, issued by 
Jeffrey Runge, M.D., head of the 
NHTSA. “In fact, 15-passenger 
vans (with 10 or more occupants) 
had a rollover rate in single vehicle 
crashes that is nearly three times 

the rate of those that were lightly 
loaded.”

At least six more advisories have 
been issued for the 15-passenger 
vans over the years. The 2004 advi-
sory noted that a fully loaded van 
is about fi ve times more likely to 
roll than when the vehicle contains 
only a driver. 

Hundreds of rollovers
According to the 1982-2009 Fa-

tality Analysis Reporting System da-
tabase maintained by the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, 1,183 people were killed in 
740 fatal rollovers across the coun-
try. An additional 1,990 people 
were injured in those crashes.

Other factors complicating the 
safety of the vehicles include over-
loading the vehicles, loading cargo 
on roof-mounted carriers, lack of 
training by the drivers and manu-
facturer guidelines that require dif-
ferent air pressure for the front and 
rear tires. In addition, most states 
do not require a special license to 
operate the extended vans.

California, however, is an excep-
tion. Robert Turner, a retired su-
pervisor for the California Highway 
Patrol’s Motor Carrier Safety Unit, 
said state code Section 233 defi nes 
any vehicle that transports 10 peo-
ple, including the driver, as a bus, 
meaning a Class B driver’s license 
is required to operate the vehicle. 
The law also requires the driver to 
carry a current medical card.

Additionally, owners of such vehi-
cles are required to have an onsite 
visit known as a terminal inspec-
tion, at least once every 13 months. 
During the inspection, offi cials 
examine the vehicle and mainte-
nance and driver’s records. Operat-

ing a bus or passenger van without 
the inspection is a misdemeanor.

“If a church would go rent a van 
and use it … for a week or a week-
end or something like that, and 
they didn’t have a Class B driver in 
it, then they are not following the 
law,” said Turner, a 29-year-civilian 
employee with the CHP. “They are 
operating illegally.”

Any van that transports less than 
nine people is not monitored by 
the state.

“They are virtually unregulated 
as far as having to have a special 
driver’s license and all that,” he 
said. “They don’t need the inspec-
tion. They sidestep most of the 
regulations by getting down to less 
than 10.”

A church asset
Turner, a resident of El Cajon, 

said there are hundreds of church-
es using the vans in San Diego 
County alone. They are popular 
with churches because they are less 
expensive than hiring out buses 
and logistically easier than coor-
dinating multiple private vehicles. 
Universities also use them to trans-
port students for a wide variety of 
extra curricular events.

Two years ago, a cheerleading 
coach from California Baptist Uni-
versity was killed when the van she 
was driving to a cross-country camp 
in Mammoth was struck head on by 
a SUV that crossed over the center 
divide, The SUV, loaded with stu-
dent athletes from San Diego, hit 
another car before catching fi re 
and burning. Two students in the 
SUV were killed. The CBU van did 
not roll, and there was no indica-

See CHURCH VANS, next page
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tion that the van’s design or tires 
contributed to that crash. 

Hundreds of other vans involved 
in similar accidents, however, have 
not fared as well and have fl ipped. 
A spokesman from the CBU de-
clined to comment for this story.

Although not the case in the 
CBU crash, a contributing factor to 
some of the crashes is unknown ter-
rain and inexperienced drivers. 

“A lot of times (van use) involves 
mountain driving and things,” 
Turner said. “The driver, I’m sure, 
has good intentions, volunteers 
and is a good driver, but sometimes 
they may get in over their head with 
mountain driving.”

In December 2004, three men 
were killed when a commuter van 
from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory plummeted hundreds of feet 
off the mountainous Angeles Forest 
Highway in the Angeles National 
Forest.

Turner, who said his passion for 
the bus industry began decades ago 
when he was involved in a bus min-
istry at his church, said he’s eager 
to get the word out to churches that 
are unknowingly violating the state 
vehicle code. He said a Reseda, 
Calif. congregation was forced to 
pay a $1.3 million settlement in a 
1982 crash in which the church was 
found negligent.

“By following all the laws and 
playing by all the rules, if some-
thing should happen—which we 
hope nothing ever does—you want 
to be able to not prove negligence 
in court, where the church would 
have to pay out a lot of money that 
would be better used for ministry,” 
Turner said. “Churches should set 
an example of doing things right.”

Van Angels emerges
As Mark Smith learned more and 

more about the safety record of the 
15-passenger vans, he started a web-
site called Van Angels to make the 
public aware of the issue. He moni-
tored other crashes and used in-
formation he gleaned from a class-
action lawsuit he and the other 
families fi led against Ford after the 
Monterrey crash. A portion of the 
undisclosed settlement was used to 
retrofi t numerous vans with dual 
wheels, which helps to stabilize the 
vans.

“It also creates redundancy,” 
Smith said. “So if a tire were to de-
tread or blow, you have double the 
wheels on there so you would have 
the opportunity to pull over at a 
safe level.”

Although federal authorities 
have continued to issue advisories, 
Smith said he believes the only al-
ternatives are to either retrofi t the 
vans with dual wheels in the rear or 
scrap the vehicles altogether.

“One time I had the head of the 
NTSB call me up,” said Smith, who 
now lives in Yorba Linda and works 
in the publishing industry. “They 
are the ones who investigate all 
these things and compile statistics 
and they pretty much were saying 
we’ve had no other warning on a 
single van other than this 15-pas-
senger van. So what can you do 
about this? They were asking me 
for help.”

Smith said he took the opportu-
nity to ask the administrator why 
the vans were still on the streets.

“He said, ‘Believe it or not, it’s 
the churches that are keeping this 
van alive. They will appeal and say, 
‘Hey, don’t tell us we can’t have this 
thing.’”

Smith said corporations and oth-
er larger groups that use the vans as 
fl eet vehicles are exacerbating the 
problem by unloading them after 

insurance companies began declin-
ing coverage because of their track 
record. As a result many churches 
have been able to purchase them 
cheaply.

“They blow them out and the 
churches then pick them up,” 
Smith said. “They think, ‘Wow what 
a blessing, I got a van for 1,500 
bucks.’ Most of these vans I call 
hand-me downs. Somebody in the 
church donates it to the church 
or a professional organization has 
to get rid of them so they’ll dump 
them on the market.”

Maintaining a legacy
Maintaining the Van Angels web-

site has been cathartic in the years 
following Malori’s death. Early on 
in their grieving process, Smith 
said they had to consider how they 
would respond to the loss of their 
oldest child.

“We look at our lives, a little bit 
at that moment (when they learned 
of her death), like that fi rst half 
of our life ended and we began a 
new chapter,” he said. “A lot of de-
cisions had to be made about what 
that next chapter would look like 
the second half of our life. For us 
we decided to fi nd redemption in 
the whole thing.”

They did that by starting Aslan’s 
Army, a ministry that operates Bible 
schools in India, Africa and Mexico 
and reaches out to orphans, widows 
and schools. The nonprofi t car-
ries Malori’s middle name and is a 
tribute to her vision for missionary 
work.

“We fi gured one was taken off of 
the fi eld, so we funded 100 more,” 
her father said.

For more information about Van 
Angels and van safety, visit www.
vanangels.com.

CHURCH VANS…
Continued from last page

Malori Aslan Smith, having recently 
graduated from high school, was one 
of three people killed in a van rollover 
crash in Monterrey, Mexico. The team 
was returning from Mexico City at the 
time of the crash.

Fatal U.S. crashes involving 
church/college passenger vans

Below is a partial list of fatal van 
crashes since 2000, as compiled by the 
Christian Examiner. Most of the vans 
on the list were 15-passenger vans, 
although some were smaller capacity ve-
hicles. Because of safety issues with the 
15-seat vans, federal law now prohibits 
schools from using them to transport 
students. Because of their size, the vans 
are popular with church groups. 

Tire related 
Sept. 8, 2012:  A Bradenton, Fla. 

teenager was killed on I-4 in Polk 
County, Fla., after she was thrown 
from the vehicle and suffered massive 
head injuries. The girl and six other 
members of Journey Assembly of God 
Church were headed to a Christian 
rock concert in Orlando.  

Feb. 26, 2012: An 18-year-old man 
was killed when tire failure caused it 
to collide with another vehicle before 
sliding off of Interstate 96 and rolling 
in Kent County, Mich. The teen was one 
of 17 West African church members 
traveling back home from an event 

in Grand Rapids. Several passengers 
were ejected. 

June 11, 2011: A 19-year-old was 
killed and at least seven others were 
ejected when their van fl ipped on I-20 
in Smith County, Texas. At least nine 
others were injured. The youth group, 
from Mount Sariah Baptist Church in 
Cotton Valley, La,, was returning from 
a water park in Tyler, Texas.  

Oct. 3, 2010: Four people died, and 
15 others from Tabernacle of Prayer 
and Deliverance in Columbus, Ga., 
were seriously injured on Highway 27 
when their van fl ipped, ejecting more 
than a dozen passengers. The group 
was headed for a revival in Qunicy, Fla. 
Among those killed was the church’s 
35-year-old pastor. 

Sept. 18, 2010: Seven people from Joy 
Fellowship Christian Assembly Church 
in the Bronx, were killed and eight 
others injured after their van rolled 
several times on the New York Thruway 
in Orange County. The church mem-
bers were on the way to a banquet at 
the time of the crash. 

Sept. 9, 2007: A 38-year-old woman 
was killed and three others seriously 
hurt when their passenger van over-
turned on Interstate 20 in Lee County 
in South Carolina. The van, owned by 
Prayer and Faith Temple in Hopkins, 
S.C., was carrying 17 passengers to a 
service when it crashed.  

April 9, 2004: Two people from the 
Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church musical 
youth group were killed and three oth-
ers injured in a crash on northbound 
Interstate 5 in Kern County, Calif.. The 
van was part of a convoy that included 
several buses that were returning home 
after a Southern California choir tour.  

July 20, 2002: Two college cheerlead-
ers were killed in Birmingham, Ala. 
and others injured when the van they 
were in overturned. The victims were all 
members of the North Carolina-based 
Christian Cheerleaders of America. 

Sept. 24, 2001: Three Florida Bap-
tist College students were killed on 
State Route 8 in Marianna, Fla. after 

See VAN CRASHES, page 8
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Ron Prentice

Truth needed on homosexuality
With the passage of gay marriage 

laws, any resistance to the indoc-
trination of homosexual moral 
equality, especially in schools, will 
be considered bullying or hate-
speech. How can we oppose this?

Gay power depends on a well-or-
chestrated falsehood; the claim that 
sexual orientation is fi xed at birth. 
Most who believe this would not 
deny homosexuals “equal rights”—
including marital rights—simply 
because of an accident of birth. 
Such people support gay objectives 
out of compassion. If this falsehood 
can be exposed, this compassion 
crashes. 

Studies supporting an organic 
basis for homosexuality have a 
common fatal fl aw when juxta-
posed with gay ideology. Consider: 
After 22 years of marriage, a man 
left his wife to enter a gay relation-
ship. If, when she got married, the 
wife could not tell her husband was 
really gay, how could a researcher 
tell the “true” orientation of his 
subjects after a 15-minute interview 
and perform valid studies?  

Without the protective covering 
of “convincing” gay studies remem-
ber that the laws of evolution and of 
genetic succession are particularly harsh 
on any trait that prevents reproduction.

If homosexuality is not caused 
by organic factors, it can only be 
caused by a person’s choices, envi-
ronment and experiences. When 
this is clear to all, sympathy for ho-
mosexuality, and the gay power de-
pendent on it, will collapse.

Philip Irvin
Seattle, Wash.

Social justice contrary 
to the Word

It gives me great concern when 
great pastors like Jesse Miranda 
advocate social justice among their 
Hispanic communities (“Evangeli-
cos support focus on social justice, 
education,” October 2012). Social 
justice is certainly something God 

is concerned about, however, in 
modern day language social justice 
includes the concept of redistribu-
tion of wealth. Redistribution of 
wealth is government’s mandatory 
taking of a portion of someone’s 
earned income and giving it to an-
other to equally distribute wealth.   

Certainly, God’s word does not 
teach this. He instead says that he 
loves us all, no matter our station in 
life or our ethnicity, or our different 
gifts and talents he bestows on us, 
and he implores us to do the same. 
He says we should take care of the 
poor and downtrodden and help 
them, but in matters of justice, he 
does not want us to show them fa-
voritism (Leviticus 19:15). In other 
words, our giving to the poor should 
be voluntary, from the heart, just as 
we do with tithing, because we care 
and we want to help (Deuteronomy 
15:11). When you take what is not 
yours, you are stealing.

I am afraid we justify in our 
hearts and minds the concept of 
redistribution of wealth by fanning 
the fl ames of blame, jealousy and 
unforgiveness. 

Redistribution of wealth is the 
economy of socialism and the dic-
tate of communism. Socialism low-
ers the standard of living for all and 
hits the poor much harder, and his-
tory has proven that great human 
suffering results from communism.  

Cathy Richardson
Capistrano Beach, Calif.

Socialization is a dangerous path
America was founded on the 

principles of self-governing, as a 
nation under the God, where our 
freedoms and equal rights come 
from. America was meant to be spe-
cial with God ruling our hearts and 
minds to His glory.

It’s called a free people, with a 
small unobtrusive government and 
controlled by its’ citizens. Ameri-
ca’s people are to be self-suffi cient; 
responsible for their own work, 
money and property.

The media and big govern-
ment we have now have our purse 
strings and power. Tyranny seems 
to be having its way. The cards are 
stacked in tearing down America to 
become a submissive nation. Some 
people have sadly and wrongly, 
bought the idea that they should, 
can and need to be taken care of by 
the government.  

The indoctrination of these cul-
ture changes is setting us up for so-
cialization, which is evil, disastrous 
and will only lead to communism—
the ultimate goal of those who hate 
God. We all will know that God is 
sovereign. He wins and shows up 
in the eleventh hour. In God We 
Trust, our nation’s national motto, 
is very appropriate especially now as 
we repent of the many laws that we 
have allowed and to which we are 
subjected, even as they go against 
the laws of God.

We are to be a holy people, liv-
ing God-fearing lives. Let’s rejoice 
for all the many blessings we have 
enjoyed, and continue to trust that 
He will save us from this looming 
peril of enslavement.  

Mary Calgaro
Escondido, Calif.

Actress appreciates profi le story
Holy moly. I just found the amaz-

ing article Lori Arnold wrote after 
our September conversation the 
other month (“Acting out: Chris-
tian actress lands roles, uses them 
to inspire values discussions,” Oc-
tober 2012). It is so fantastic. The 
writing made me cry (seriously) 
and I got chills several times read-
ing it, too. Wow! 

I just wanted to thank you so 
much from the bottom of my heart 
about how amazing this story is. I 
think it’s my favorite article that 
anyone has ever written on me. She 
truly captured Jesus through her 
writing. 

God bless you!
Jenn Gotzon

Studio City, Calif. 

Despite the grueling work put in 
by passionate people for the issues 
of family and life, the voting ma-
jority in California and across the 
country made a strong statement 
for the status quo in the November 
election. Although the past four 
years have seen the highest levels of 
unemployment and national debt, 
voters either didn’t trust the plans 
of Mitt Romney or believed Presi-
dent Barack Obama and his admin-
istration just needed more time to 
right the ship.

A new research study gives fur-
ther explanation to the results. The 
study, called the “Culture of Ameri-
can Families” and conducted by 
the Institute for Advanced Studies 
in Culture at the University of Vir-
ginia, sampled the perspectives of 
3,000 parents of school-aged chil-
dren. In addition, 101 in-person 
interviews with survey respondents 
offered even more information 
on parent opinions and parenting 
practices.

From the study 
came four general 
categories of family 
cultures: the Faithful 
(religious conserva-
tives), the Engaged 
Progressives (liber-
als), the Detached 
(cynics) and the 
American Dreamers 
(social climbers). One 
glaring statistic of the 
study should give seri-
ous doubt to claims of the existence 
of a “moral majority,” as the Faith-
ful and their worldview, comprised 
only 20 percent of the population 
of the total sample. Voter turnout 
affi rms this.  

While the Faithful believe that 
morality is derived from a divine, 
external source to which they tie 
their practical hopes for the future, 
no other family culture group relies 
so heavily, or believes so assuredly, 
in the existence of absolute truths. 
For example, a fair percentage of 

Election reveals work to be done to protect biblical worldview
the Detached and the 
American Dreamers 
may pay lip service 
to the same religious 
creeds as the Faithful, 
but when it comes to 
practicing them in 
their activities, their 
home life or church 
attendance, their 
genuine adherence to 
moral certainties dis-
appears.     

Based on these categories of fam-
ilies and what is modeled within 
each of them, the results of Nov. 
6 should not surprise us. However, 
they should deeply concern us.

Breaking down the breakdown
As a general summary of elec-

tion results, nationally, President 
Obama received 62.6 million votes 
to Romney’s 59.1 million. A higher 
percentage (71 percent) of His-
panic voters favored the Democrat 
ticket than in the previous two pres-
idential elections. The Democrat 
Party retained its control over the 
U.S. Senate, and the Republican 
Party retained its control over the 
House of Representatives.

Marriage amendments in the 
more liberal states of Washington, 
Maine, Minnesota and Maryland 
went to the proponents of same-sex 
“rights,” soon allowing homosexual 
couples to marry in those states—

with the exception of Minnesota, 
where an attempt was made to con-
stitutionally strengthen traditional 
marriage’s defi nition, as Proposi-
tion 8 did in California. 

The view in California
In California, President Obama 

received nearly 60 percent of the 
vote, but his totals were down by 
2.7 million voters from 2008. Five 
incumbents of Congress lost their 
seats, three Republicans and two 
Democrats.

The winning statewide proposi-
tions include Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
measure to raise sales taxes on ev-
eryone and income taxes on those 
who earn more than $250,000 an-
nually. Brown’s initiative, Propo-
sition 30, was losing until the late 
counts came from Los Angeles and 
the Bay Area.

Proposition 32, which would 
have given union and corporate 
employees freedom from paying 
the portion of their dues that goes 
to political causes, was defeated. 
The people voted to increase pun-
ishment of convicted human traf-
fi ckers (Proposition  35), and the 
percentage in support, 81 percent, 
is the highest ever in the history of 
California initiatives. Also passed 
were higher taxes on multi-state 
businesses, in order to spend half 
of that new income on the creation 
of “green” energy (Proposition 39).

The Democrat Party gained 

enough seats in both the California 
Assembly and Senate to now have 
two-thirds majority—also known as 
super majority—power.

Truth still stands
If you hold a pro-life, traditional 

family worldview, you would likely 
be a member of the above study’s 
“Faithful,” and your hope for the 
future may be a little shaken, as ap-
parently your concerns are not yet 
felt or understood by the majority 
of voters. 

However, our ultimate hope 
must never be placed in a politi-
cal candidate. On the election 
results, my friend Bill wrote, 
“What should we do? We must 
go back to the fundamentals; 
this isn’t about being on the 
‘wrong’ or ‘right’ side of history. 
You either deal with truth, or the 
truth will deal with you.”

The better, broader promotion 
of timeless truth is the task now at 
hand. Clergy, church leaders and 
the faithful have been handed a 
very clear mandate from our cul-
ture: the biblical worldview has 
been given a backseat to apathy, 
evolving social norms and worldly 
gain. We are called to provide salt, 
and light, and hope, and truth to 
our “neighbor,” for the glory of 
God and the common good.   

Prentice is chief executive of-
fi cer of California Family Council.
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Barry H. Corey

Cal Thomas

Changing America by changing hearts
“The color of the world is changing 

day by day.” -- “Les Miserables,” the 
musical

A look at the electoral map in-
dicates the Republican Party won 
in square miles. Unfortunately for 
them, electoral votes, not landmass, 
won President Obama a second 
term. Analysis from the Center for 
Responsive Politics estimated that 
total spending on federal elections 
would peak at nearly $6 billion, 
an all-time record. This spending 
included ads that carpet bombed 
swing states; yet we are still an al-
most equally divided nation. But 
America is rapidly changing.  

Historically, the losing party 
turns introspective and asks itself 
how to attract more voters. Some 
Republicans are suggesting that 
social issues be jettisoned and the 
GOP should become more like 
Democrats. Why, then, have two 
parties? Step one in a reform agen-
da would be to remove “old” from 
the GOP moniker.  

Conservatives can adapt to the 

cultural shift without compromis-
ing their principles, or they can 
retreat into a bunker mentality, lob-
bing rhetorical ordnance from pre-
vious generations, which has little 
power to persuade young people 
today.  

America is getting younger, but 
not wiser. We are increasingly secu-
lar, less interested in sacrifi ce and, 
apparently, we have more faith in 
government. I doubt that many 
people under 40 have ever served in 
the military, or even know anyone 
who has. The old “family values” 
appeal no longer works because for 
too many younger people the fam-
ily they value doesn’t resemble the 
one older Americans recognize.  

And there’s something else. The 
campaign against same-sex mar-
riage is over. Maine, Maryland and 
Washington state became the fi rst 
states to approve gay marriage by 
popular vote. Minnesota voters re-
jected a constitutional amendment 
to ban it. Six other states -- New 
York, Connecticut, Iowa, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont 

and the District of Co-
lumbia grant same-sex 
marriage licenses. The 
Supreme Court might 
soon hear arguments 
challenging the con-
stitutionality of the 
Defense of Marriage 
Act, which defi nes 
marriage as the legal 
union between one 
man and one woman. 
Conservatives might 
want to focus on strengthening 
their own marriages.  

With Mitt Romney winning just 
27 percent of the Hispanic vote, 
Republicans need a new strategy to 
attract Hispanics whose values mir-
ror those held by conservatives.  

Democrats appeal to human na-
ture. They know a growing number 
of people are becoming addicted to 
government. Democrats know that 
envy and greed are “deadly sins” 
that can be exploited for political 
gain. A new generation of have-nots 
needs to be taught that having not 
today doesn’t mean never having, 

and that if they em-
brace a set of princi-
ples and emulate suc-
cessful people, those 
now without much 
can earn a slice of an 
expanding American 
pie.

What to do
Now some advice 

for my distraught con-
servative evangelical 

friends. You made a valiant effort 
for the last three decades, hoping 
politics would advance another 
Kingdom, which your Leader said 
is “not of this world.” Don’t retreat; 
enlist in a better army with better 
weapons.  

The One you follow demonstrated a 
power superior to the state, the power 
to change lives. Employ that power. 
Each church and religious institu-
tion, each individual, can fi nd one 
poor family and ask if they want out 
of their circumstances and are willing 
to work for it, if a path is offered. One 
example: If a parent wants a child out 

of a failing public school, offer them 
fi nancial help in placing the child in 
a good private school. 

Feeding the hungry, clothing the 
naked, visiting prisoners, and caring 
for widows and orphans is not a social 
gospel that replaces God with govern-
ment. That’s the view of the religious 
left. Rather, these behaviors serve 
the ultimate purpose of reaching the 
heart where real change takes place. 
And enough changed hearts lead to 
changed cultures.  

The government beast is starved 
when people become independent of 
it. This will require a transfer of faith 
in government, to faith in an Authority 
higher than the state and a Leader more 
powerful than any president.  

It will take time and investment 
of private resources, but it works 
and the results would be worth cel-
ebrating. We the people can still 
change the country in ways politics 
and governments never have and 
never will.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.   

There is a lot of 
confusion about the 
term “social justice” 
these days, and it is 
now being promoted 
in our Christian uni-
versities. Social justice 
is not another name 
for good works. Social 
justice is another gos-
pel and has no place 
in a Christian univer-
sity or in the heart of 
any believer. 

A while back, I spoke with the 
student body president at Biola 
University and asked him what he 
was doing these days. He respond-
ed that he was writing a thesis pa-
per. I asked what it was about. He 
replied that he was writing about 
healthcare and why it should be 
available to everyone.

Then he sheepishly said, “Be-
cause I am starting to believe in so-
cial justice.” 

To redefi ne social justice as just 
doing good, loving and caring for 

the marginalized and 
resolving the injustic-
es of the world is a lie 
and a deception.   

I talked to an assis-
tant pastor of a large 
inner city church and 
told him I was con-
cerned that the social 
justice movement 
was coming into the 
churches. He said that 
he taught social jus-

tice and was excited to send me a 
book on it, called “The Little Book 
of Biblical Justice” by Chris Mar-
shall.

The book does not redefi ne so-
cial justice as doing good works, it 
defi nes social justice as “redistribu-
tion.” More troubling was that it 
belittles the need for animal sacri-
fi ces in the Old Testament (deny-
ing the need for a blood sacrifi ce) 
and puts down “retributive justice” 
in the New Testament (the need 
for a savior to take the penalty for 
sin). Instead of retributive justice, 

(punishment for wrong doing), 
it advocates for redistributive jus-
tice (government redistribution of 
goods and rewards). In the end the 
book calls for living in community. 
As always, as in the case of abortion 
and homosexual acceptance, liber-
als have to redefi ne terms to get 
others to join them. 

Social justice places government 
in the place of God, who is the pro-
vider and problem solver. It replac-
es the power of “individual redemp-
tion” by the blood of Christ with, as 
Barack Obama puts it, “a collective 
salvation,” redemption of society by 
an elitist, man-managed society and 
forced coercion. It is easy to see why 

God sees social justice as idolatry. 
And because it replaces God in 

society, God hates it. And those 
that have embraced social justice 
end up hating Christianity. History 
shows us that social justice socialist 
governments that seek to redistrib-
ute goods, as in Russia, China, Cuba 
and in Hitler’s Germany, always end 
up persecuting Christians and Jews. 
This is because their philosophies 
are based on atheism and a worship 
of man (or the earth). 

In fact, the only place in the Bible 
where social justice is found is with 
the concept of the anti-Christ who 
will redistribute the world’s food 
and goods through “a mark of the 

beast,” what some think will be a 
computer chip on the forehead or 
on the arm, giving everyone “their 
fair share.”    

God is not interested in giving 
everyone a fair share; he wants to 
bless those that love him. And he 
wants those that are blessed by him 
to bless others willingly with love in 
their heart. 

When it comes to the end times, 
the Bible warns God’s people not 
to be deceived. And social justice 
is the greatest deception of all, be-
cause it tries to mimic what God 
wants to do in the earth, love and 
care for people. 

Avila, a former board member 
at Biola University and the Santa 
Ana Unifi ed School District, is the 
founder of two non-profi t organiza-
tions that serve inner city low-
income, at-risk children and youth 
in Orange County, providing bibli-
cally based character education, 
academic tutoring and structured 
sports instruction. 

All jargon aside, social justice is just another false gospel 

Rosie Avila

Social justice places government 

in the place of God, who is the 

provider and problem solver.

A generation ago, back in the ’70s, 
Christian leaders like Bill Bright, Loren 
Cunningham and Francis Schaeffer 
were imagining a generation of college 
students who would consider ways to 
impact this nation—or any nation—
with the gospel. And they envisioned 
students who would do so by thinking 
Christianly about and investing cre-
atively in what they called the “seven 
spheres of society.”

These seven spheres are business, 
government, media, arts and enter-
tainment, education, the family and 
religion.  

Today, more than ever—or at least 
as much as ever—these spheres need 
the infl uence of Christians who have 
something to say and who are pro-
foundly creative. 

We can have an impact. 
And increasingly I believe we are 

having an impact. It’s time to recom-
mit ourselves in this generation to be 
thoughtful leaders in these spheres 
by doing what we have long done in 
societies and cultures, and that is being 
a faithful witness of the gospel.

Christian higher education needs 
to keep fanning these fl ames, com-

ing alongside the local 
church and families. 
Despite the pressures 
to cede our convictions, 
we in Christian higher 
education are part of a 
long continuum of the 
great and time-honored 
tradition of Christian 
thinking. We should not 
for one moment believe 
that the contribution 
we are making to this 
generation is any less than that of the 
great Christian thinkers of the past.  
From Clement of old to Augustine to 
Chesterton or Lewis. In fact, perhaps 
such wise and infl uential voices are 
needed now more than ever.

In the Christian college and uni-
versity, we have the calling to not 
only steward the sacred trust in 
Christian thought but also of pass-
ing the faith, intact, to the next 
generation and also communicat-
ing it in creative and winsome ways 
to this generation.  

I have panned the landscape of 
Christian higher education, I have 
watched as faculty live out their 

scholarly calling as a 
holy activity. I have 
observed as they think 
deeply and articulate 
clearly about that 
which is of ultimate 
concern. I have ob-
served through their 
respective disciplines 
how the biblical nar-
rative is their founda-
tion for truth.

True Christian schol-
arship does far more than give lip 
service to a theological statement. It 
does far more than model for students 
how to be humane and concerned for 
others. These scholars do far more than 
advance the world of ideas.  

Secular thinking
What I have seen in profound di-

mensions in the many colleges and 
universities that have remained tru-
ly Christ-centered is that they are 
collectively among our nation’s and 
this generation’s most powerful ad-
vocates of preserving and shaping 
the Christian intellectual tradition.

The Pew Forum on Religion and 

Public Life commissioned a survey last 
year to 2,200 Christian leaders assessing 
the threats to the Christian movement 
worldwide. More than nine out of 10 of 
those leaders—nine out of 10!—named 
“secular thinking” as the major threat 
to our faith.

In God’s good providence, we are 
at a moment of history when our 
world needs thoughtful Christians 
who are grounded in the Christian 
faith unlike ever before. There has 
never been a more urgent moment 
for a renaissance of Christian in-
tellectual communities to move 
forward and not back down in our 
advocacy for the intellectual life of 
the Christian and the thoughtful 
engagement in the world of ideas. 
If for one generation the cause of 
Christian higher education paused, 
I believe the ramifi cations would be 
devastating.  

Intellectual tradition
As Carl F. H. Henry challenged 

Christian colleges of the last cen-
tury, we must take his cautions as 
seriously today. He lamented those 
colleges that began to veer away 

from a robust intellectual life and 
favor instead Christian piety and 
activism. We need to develop in 
this rising generation the life of the 
mind, the ability to think critically, 
to write creatively, to speak articu-
lately and to engage lovingly. More 
recently, Stanley Hauerwas wrote 
that “One of the great defi cien-
cies of pietism was the belief that 
the Christian intellectual tradition 
could be left behind.”  

Today, we need more advocates 
of this enterprise who believe in ad-
vancing values historically rooted 
in Christian higher education and 
distinctive of our godly heritage. 
Ships have ballasts without which 
seemingly subtle currents can drift 
them off course. Such currents 
have had a cumulative effect on 
historically Christian universities, 
eroding the principled convictions 
on which these institutions were 
founded.  

We need voices to hold us ac-
countable to stay the course.  

Dr. Corey is the president of Biola 
University.

The importance of the great intellectual Christian tradition
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Each silk is boxed and features 
a photograph of the enclosed pat-
tern, a description of the art that 
inspired its design and the sacred 
site that houses the art.

In addition to the scarves and 
squares, the company offers ties 
and pocket squares to add a dash of 
color and sophistication for men’s 
apparel. The men’s wear is avail-
able in the Sacred Circle, East Rose 
Window and Tiffany Holy Spirit 
patterns.

For more information, visit www.
christiansilks.com.

Tina Wenke Advent calendar
Start a new family tradition with 

an Advent calendar featuring a clas-
sic nativity scene 
oval by artist Tina 
Wenke. The na-
tivity scene is fea-
tured across the 
top of the calen-
dar, which comes 
with dowel and 
cord for hanging. A gold star keeps 
track of the days as family members 
tuck it into the pockets at the bot-
tom of the calendar to mark each 
day of advent.

The calendar is available on nu-
merous sites online, including www.
berean.com and www.christian-
book.com. 

Nativity Angel with Star Figurine
The cozy, home-spun feel of Jim 

Shore is packaged for Christmas in 
his Nativity Angel with Star Figu-
rine. At 7.5 inches tall, it features 
Shore’s trademark quilted look 
with calico-style fl owers. The an-
gel’s hand-painted gown boasts a 
rich red, purple and green pattern, 
and her wings have a red, blue and 
green detail.

The Heartwood angel fi gurine is 
made of stone resin and is available 
at www.familychristian.com and 
other online sites.

Bibles offer lasting, 
inspiring helps

Gaither Homecoming Bible
Legendary gospel songwriters 

Bill and Gloria Gaither, joined 
by some of their 
H o m e c o m i n g 
friends, have cre-
ated the Gaither 
Homecoming Bi-
ble, a 1,696-page 
collaborative ef-
fort that includes 
inspirational and 

insightful Scripture devotions, ar-
ticles on beloved hymns and gospel 
songs, as well as Gaither classics and 
the inspiration behind them; origi-
nal poetry by Gloria Gaither to en-
lighten and inspire; and quotes by 
greats of the faith. The Bible text is 
the classic New King James version.

“It is diffi cult to imagine sing-
ers, musicians, poets, and writers—
those who negotiate a fi ne lyric—
being more at home than in the 

pages of a Bible, with its warm mu-
sical heart, its lovely old voice, and 
its deep inward gaze,” said David 
Teems, one of the Bible’s featured 
contributors.

Teems is among a cast of con-
tributors including but not limited 
to Jeff Allen, Billy Blackwood, Terry 
Blackwood, Rebecca Isaacs Bow-
man, Sue Buchanan, Jason Clark, 
Kelly Nelon Clark, Kim Colling-
sworth, Lisa Daggs, Ann Downing, 
Jeff Easter, Sheri Easter, Bill Gaith-
er, Ernie Haase, Jeff Hawes, Judy 
Martin Hess, Connie Hopper, Dean 
Hopper, Kim Hopper, Lily Isaacs, 
Susan Jackson, Mark Lowry, Dony 
McGuire, Gary McSpadden, Ed 
Miller, Jim Murray, Janet Paschal, 
Destiny Rambo-McGuire, Reba 
Rambo-McGuire, Lynda Randle, 
Charlotte Ritchie and Russ Taff.

The Gaither Homecoming Bible 
is published by Thomas Nelson.

For more information, visit www.
gaitherhomecomingbible.com 

The Game Plan for Life Bible
The Game Plan for Life Bible, with 

notes by Joe Gibbs, reveals God’s per-
spective in a practical, engaging way. 
Gibbs, a former NFL coach who now 
owns a NASCAR team, writes realistic, 
accessible notes about God’s perspec-
tive on the everyday life issues men 
struggle with most. At 1,408 pages, 
the hardcover NIV Bible offers tools 
to build a solid, God-honoring game 
plan for life.

Much of the information in-
cluded in the Bible, published by 
Zondervan, tackles answers to ques-
tions garnered through a national 
survey commissioned by Gibbs. 
This research targeted the every-
day life issues that men struggle 
with most. From there, the authors 
worked to create an NIV Bible suit-
able to the “average Joe.”

 Some of the features include key 
articles from well-known experts in 
the areas of God, creation, fi nances, 
relationships, career, vocation and 
other topics of interest to men. Also 
included are devotions from Gibbs, 
character studies of biblical fi gures who 
actually followed God’s “game plan” 
with suggestions for readers on how 
to follow it as well. Standard offerings 
include book introductions for every 
book of the Bible, subject guide, read-
ing plans, key questions and answers 
tied to the major articles, and various 
study helps.

There is also has a companion 
devotional called “Game Plan for 
Life Chalk Talks,” which offers 40 
readings written by Gibbs. There 
are eBook and audio versions avail-
able of each product.

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

Pray the Scriptures Bible
Pray the Scriptures Bible by Min-

nesota pastor Kevin Johnson, is a 
f i r s t -of - i t s -k ind 
version that com-
bines the full 
text of Scripture 
with thousands of 
prayers.

In creating 
the 1,792-page 
Bible, bestselling 

author Johnson tapped into the 
power of biblical prayer by offer-
ing Scripture-specifi c prayers writ-
ten to be read and prayed along-
side the Scriptures that inspired 
them. Johnson’s goal in creating 
the project is to help readers pray 
with more confi dence, learn to ap-
ply Scripture to their lives and pray 
words they know God will hear.

The Pray the Scriptures Bible 
includes more than 4,500 new 
Scripture-specifi c prayers, a guide 
to praying the Scriptures, introduc-
tions for each book of the Bible, ar-
ticles based on major categories of 
prayer, index of prayers that appear 
in Scripture and a topical prayer 
guide.

Johnson has authored or co-
authored more than 50 books and 
Bible products.

Published by Bethany House, 
the Bible is designed for those who 
are interested in centering their 
prayers on the foundation of Scrip-
ture.

For more information, visit www.
bethanyhouse.com.

Wide array of book 
topics should please 
any reader

‘The End Times in 
Chronological Order’

The complicated details of Bible 
prophecy come together in a new 
book by expert 
Ron Rhodes, who 
offers an easy-to-
understand yet 
detailed chronol-
ogy and explana-
tion of end-times 
events in his new 
book “The End 
Times in Chronological Order: A 
Complete Overview to Understand-
ing Bible Prophecy.”

Rhodes allows for various inter-
pretations among Christians. Yet 
the sequence he describes is faith-
ful to the biblical text, based on a 
literal approach to prophecy and 
held by many Bible scholars.

The chapters are arranged 
around the major end-times 
themes: the rapture, tribulation, 
millennial kingdom, and eternal 
state. Each chapter begins with a list 
of the specifi c events it covers, mak-
ing this an extremely user-friendly 
chronological guide to end-times 
biblical prophecy.

Rhodes, president of Reasoning 
from the Scriptures Ministries, is 
heard regularly on nationwide ra-
dio and is the author of “Bite-Size 
Bible Answers,” “Bite-Size Bible 
Defi nitions,” “Commonly Misun-
derstood Bible Verses” and” 5-Min-
ute Apologetics for Today.” 

The book is published by Harvest 
House Publishers.

For more information, visit www.
harvesthousepublishers.com.

‘Silent No More’
Contemporary issues such as 

same-sex marriage, sanctity of life, 
pacifi sm, defense of free speech, 
Islamic threats and the stealing of 
childhood as those issues relate to 
the church are among the topics 
explored in “Silent No More,” the 
latest release by theologian Dr. Mi-
chael Milton.

“Michael Milton’s book is an ur-
gent, relevant and powerful wake-
up call,” said Dr. John Blanchard, 
the award-winning author of “Does 
God Believe in Atheists?” “Every 
pastor should read it and encour-
age his church members to do so.”

According to Milton, the book, 
distributed through Tanglewood 
Publishing, is not a call for the 
church to become a political action 

committee, but a call to pastors 
and people to return to the biblical 
model of a shepherd guarding the 
sheep against any and all attacks 
which would hurt the fl ock.

“Pastors cannot remain silent,” 
Milton said. “Their solemn duty is 
to be that Watchman whatever the 
cost.”

In promoting that cause, Milton 
said taking action against the pow-
ers that oppose Christ and His king-
dom is a pastoral act of compassion 
that follows in the footsteps of the 
prophets, the apostles, the martyrs 
of the Church, the Reformers and, 
as is shown so often in the Bible, 
Christ Himself.

For more information, visit mich-
aelmilton.org.

‘Big Book of Christian 
Apologetics’

If someone you love has resolved 
to learn how to better explain their 
faith going into the New Year, “The 
Big Book of Christian ApologeticsAn 
A to Z Guide” is a comprehensive re-
source designed to equip the reader 
with information to help defend and 
explain the Christian faith to anyone, 
anywhere. Examining nearly every key 
issue, person and concept related to 
Christian apologetics, this is a help-
ful book.

The book, written by nationally 
recognized apologist Norman L. 
Geisler and published by Baker 
Books, helps to clarify diffi cult 
biblical passages, clearly explains 
various philosophical systems and 
concepts, examines contemporary 
issues and challenges, and offers 
classic apologetic arguments,

Geisler, who hold a Ph.D. from 
Loyola University of Chicago, has 
taught at top evangelical schools 
for more than 50 years and is adis-
tinguished professor of apologetics 
and theology at Veritas Evangelical 
Seminary in Murrieta. 

For more information, visit www.
lifeway.com.

Music will make 
the heart sing this 
Christmas

Keith & Kristyn Getty
Keith & Kristyn Getty, considered the 

preeminent modern hymn composers 
of this generation, 
are back at it again 
with “Hymns for 
the Christian Life,” 
produced by Charlie 
Peacock (The Civil 
Wars, Switchfoot) 

and Ed Cash (Chris Tomlin, Kari Jobe).
The album explores such themes 

as work, family, money, community 
and social action, showcasing Irish 
melodies as well as American bluegrass 
and country music infl uences. A special 
feature of the album is a special 10th 
anniversary recording of “In Christ 
Alone.” Co-penned by Keith Getty and 
Stuart Townend, the new arrangement 
of the song features 27-time Grammy 
Award-winner Alison Krauss. Addition-
ally, bluegrass icon Ricky Skaggs joins 
the couple on “Simple Living (A Rich 
Young Man),” while Clannad’s Moya 
Brennan is featured on “A Mother’s 
Prayer.”   

For more information, visit www.
gettymusic.com.

Hillsong Chapel 
Hillsong Chapel, from the folks 

who have made a big name in big 
music for the past decade, has di-
aled it down with its new release 
“Forever Reign,” which was record-
ed live in March 2012.

“Forever Reign,” the second install-
ment of the acoustic and devotional col-
lection of favorite songs by the Hillsong 
team, features 12 carefully rearranged 
songs perfect for smaller gatherings 

and intended to help resource smaller 
congregations.

“We’ve ‘scaled back’ some of our 
favorite songs and some new ones, and 
we are getting a little more creative 
with our instruments and sounds, and 
I’m excited,” said Hillsong worship 
leader Ben Fielding. “While there 
isn’t a 15-piece band on the stage, it’s 
amazing what can be done with a few 
willing hearts.”

The song list includes “With Ev-
erything,” “Desert Song,” “Corner-
stone” and “Beautiful Exchange.” 

For more information, visit 
us.hillsongmusic.com.

Francesca Battistelli
Dove Awards’ “Artist of the Year,” 

Francesca Battistelli, has released her 
fi rst solo Christmas album, “Christmas” 
on Fervent Records. 
The 11-track album  
is comprised of 
some newly penned 
tunes and numerous 
classics, including 
“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christ-
mas,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” 
“The Christmas Song,” “Go Tell It 
On The Mountain” and “Joy To The 
World.” The new songs, all co-written 
by Battistelli, are “Heaven Everywhere,” 
“Christmas Is,” “Christmas Dreams” 
and “You’re Here.”

“I am beyond excited about this 
Christmas album,” Battistelli said, 
adding “Christmas is my favorite 
time of year, and I hope that this al-
bum is one people want to listen to 
year after year.”

A Merry Little Christmas Pack-
age bundle includes the Christmas 
CD, an autographed CD insert and 
a Christmas is Jesus Pewter Orna-
ment.

 

Inspirational movies

‘October Baby’
“October Baby,” which this spring 

tackled the hot-button subject of abor-
tion on the silver 
screen, is now avail-
able on DVD. The 
fi lm uses sensitivity, 
drama, romance 
and humor as it fol-
lows a young woman 
who discovers as a 
freshman in college 
that not only is she adopted—a fact 
her parents never shared—but that 
her physical ailments are from her 
surviving an attempted abortion as an 
infant. Upon making the discovery, she 
embarks on a Spring Break road trip 
with a mismatched set of friends and 
“frenemies.” 

It stars Rachel Hendrix, Jason 
Burkey, Jasmine Guy and John 
Schneider.

The novel of the same name, 
written by Eric Wilson, was released 
in September.

Array of products 
available for children 
and youth

A Wobots Christmas
LiveBait Entertainment cele-

brates the holidays with “A Wobots 
Christmas,” 
an animated 
family fi lm 
with a mes-
sage that 
inspires the 
misfi ts of the world to look past 
their own imperfections and em-
brace their God-given potential to 
do great things. 

“‘A Wobots Christmas’ will have 
children and adults alike cheer-
ing the adventures of an orphan 
boy and his band of misfi t robot 
friends,” said Benjy Gaither of Live-

CHRISTMAS…
Continued from page 1
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By Patti Townley-Covert

UPLAND — When the front 
door opened, the visiting carolers 
greeted an elderly man wearing a 
Christmas hat and sweater, sitting 
in a wheelchair. He was blind, had 
a brain injury and couldn’t talk. 
His disabilities couldn’t hold back, 
however, the smile that lit his face 
as he hummed along to the songs 
they sang. 

For years, Lindsey Rehfeld has 
brought joy to seniors at Christmas, 
beginning when she took little chil-
dren from her neighborhood to sing 
at a nearby assisted-living facility. For 
more than a decade, the holiday songs 
have come by way of volunteer carolers 
from Angels Sing.

Raised in Alta Loma by a mother 
who emphasized the importance of 
being a “good Christian wife,” Re-
hfeld said she learned to play the 
piano, sew and cook. Yet, she much 
preferred more business-related 
pursuits.

Fortunately, Rehfeld said, she 
also spent “tons of time” with her 
twice-widowed Grandmother Leask, 
who lived in nearby Claremont. 
Leask helped cultivate Rehfeld’s 
faith, compassion for seniors and 
a healthy respect for becoming an 
independent woman. Her frequent 
visits with Grandmother Anderson, 
who suffered the downward spiral 
of Alzheimer’s disease, taught a 
young adult Rehfeld how “over-
whelming and emotionally chal-
lenging” it can be responding to 
the holistic needs of seniors. 

Trying to fi gure out how her 
diverse background fi t together 
wasn’t easy, but God showed her 
the way and extended her efforts 
into the community.

It’s hard to be a capitalist woman 
and make the link connecting di-
rectly to God’s work, Rehfeld said.  

“Yet inside of me was a business 
mind—that’s who I am. How do I 
take those gifts, traditionally con-
sidered ‘man’ skills, and draw that 
line to God’s work? It’s tough,” she 
said.

After 12 years of working for cor-
porate America, though, Rehfeld 
said she longed for “a fuller sense 
of completeness,” something to fi ll 

Students from Azusa Pacifi c University sing a Christmas carol to an area senior 
through the Angels Sing ministry.

A disabled woman and her husband enjoy a visit from volunteers with Angels 
Sing, a choral ministry that offers Christmas carols to the homebound.

Hark!
Inland Empire seniors hear Angels Sing

her emptiness. Her highly demand-
ing and successful career no longer 
felt satisfying. 

According to Rehfeld, she be-
came determined to fi nd ways to 
use the talents she’d been given for 
God’s glory, so she started centering 
her life’s work around Colossians 
3:23: “Whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.”

Focusing on seniors
In 2001 Rehfeld said she left her 

original career path to start teach-
ing at Azusa Pacifi c University, spe-
cializing in management, market-
ing and communications. At the 
same time, she worked on a mas-
ter’s degree at Claremont Gradu-
ate University and began a research 
project exploring home care for se-
niors. Rehfeld then turned her en-
trepreneurial instincts into action 
by buying a Visiting Angels, a home 
health-care franchise—one of the 
fi rst in California. 

That same year, Rehfeld said, she 
started Angels Sing. A few friends 
went caroling with her to the homes 
of her clients, but Rehfeld wanted 
to reach many more of the elderly, 
who needed some Christmas cheer. 

When she learned about APU’s 
Service Learning Department, 
Rehfeld found a match made in 
heaven. 

“This program integrates real 
experiences into academic pro-
grams,” Rehfeld said. So, in 2003, 
she pitched a plan to recruit stu-
dent volunteers to go caroling for 
homebound seniors who requested 
carolers to appear at their door.

Embracing a new tradition
This year, for its 10th annual “An-

gels Sing,” APU marketing students 
pitched proposals on how to do the 
event, then implemented the best 
ideas, Rehfeld said. Each year the 
event grows. On Dec. 5, about 150 
volunteers will visit about 100 loca-
tions between Rancho Cucamonga 
and Monrovia. Although Visiting 
Angels funds the event with a little 
help from APU, students take the 
lead on planning, coordinating vol-
unteers and singing.

“Logistics are nutty, but fun!” 
said Rehfeld, who’s usually avail-
able at command central. 

About 20 groups of six to eight 
people each visit about fi ve homes, 
requiring tremendous coordination. 

“People cancel at the last minute 
because they are hospitalized,” she 
said, adding that others call in re-
questing a visit.

But, it’s all worth it, the founder 
said. The delight on the face of 
an elderly woman who recently 
lost her husband, the sheer joy of 
a balding vet hearing treasured 
songs from the World War II era—
old favorites like “I’ll be Home for 
Christmas”—or watching a stooped 
woman deeply breathe in the scent 
from the live tabletop tree the car-
olers bring compels volunteers to 
participate year after year. 

Smiles of familiarity
Too often for many of her clients, 

Rehfeld said, even if family comes 
to visit, Christmas has not been cel-
ebrated in the home for a long while. 
One couple said they had not heard 
Christmas carols in 10 years. 

Some moments are unforget-
table. Last year, carolers stopped 
at the home of an elderly couple, 
where the woman had struggled 
with Alzheimer’s for 17 years. 
According to Rehfeld, the wom-
an—once an excellent concert 
pianist—was completely nonver-
bal. Bed-bound, she hadn’t made a 
sound in months. Yet, when carol-
ers started singing, she began hum-
ming. Her husband was astonished. 
His wife passed away soon after.

Another Alzheimer’s patient 
could hardly remember her daugh-
ter, said Rehfeld, but when she 
heard the joyful songs, she began 
playing the piano and singing the 
carols in German for the volun-
teers. Her mind may have been 
failing, but her heart understood 
the meaning of the theme verse 
printed on the carolers red T-shirts, 
Hebrews 13:2: “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by 
this some have entertained angels.”

For more information, visit www.
angelcaregiving.com/angels_sing.
html.

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.
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the van rolled, ejecting three of its 
11 passengers. According to Baptist 
Press, the group, members of a col-
lege “JAM (Jesus And Me) Team,” was 
returning from leading a youth wor-
ship service in Bristol, Fla. 

July 1, 2001: One person was killed 
and eight seriously injured after a 
van owned by Virginia Heights Bap-
tist Church of Roanoke, Va., rolled 
on U.S. Route 220, near Randleman, 
N.C. The victim and three others 

were ejected. A total of 10 passengers 
were injured including at least three 
seriously. 

May 8, 2001: Four people from 
First Assembly of God Church, Burk-
burnett in Texas were killed on their 
way to an outlet mall in Gainesville, 
Texas, after the van rolled at least 
twice, ejecting seven passengers. 
Eight passengers sustained serious 
injuries. 

Loss of control 
July 28, 2011: A church van carry-

ing 12 people from Destiny Church 
in Columbia, Tenn., rolled over on 

Highway 13 killing a 14-year-old girl 
and critically injuring three others. 
Authorities said the van, one of three 
in a convoy, was returning from an 
overnight concert event. 

June 22, 2011: Two adults and two 
children, in a van returning from a 
Bible study class at New Zion Baptist 
Church, were killed when the vehicle 
veered off of Louisiana’s Highway 
587 in West Carroll Parish, striking 
a culvert. Seven others were injured, 
including two critically. The victims 
included a mom and her two daugh-
ters, 12 and 19. 

March 29, 2003: Five passengers 

VAN CRASHES…
Continued from page 3

Owner tips:
• Make sure the vehicle is properly maintained.
• Invest several thousand dollars in adding dual wings to the back to 

help stabilize the van.
• Follow operational guidelines of insurance company.
• Make sure all drivers are properly licensed for the vehicle and that 

they are fully trained and experienced in operating the van. Laws 
vary by state.

• Make sure the vehicle has the right sized tires, that they are in 
good condition and are infl ated to the proper pressure. Front and 
back tires may have different air pressure recommendations.

• Spare tires should not be used a replacement tires.
• Do not overload the van, and make sure the weight is evenly dis-

tributed when packing. Do not use rooftop carriers.
• Removing the back seat will not necessarily make the van safer.
• Consider using mini vans, which have a much higher safety rating, 

in place of using the passenger van.

Driver tips:
• Make sure special class license and endorsements are current.
• Be sure training is up to date.
• See that passengers are always wearing seat belts.
• Get adequate rest before driving.  
• Do not use alcohol or drugs, including prescriptions that cause 

drowsiness.
• Use trained relief drivers.  
• Avoid highway hypnosis by talking with passengers. 
• Schedule regular rest breaks. 
• Study maps and directions prior to the trip.  
• Do not eat while driving.  
• Do not use a cell phone or other electronics while driving.  
• Make sure sirens and other traffi c warning devices can be heard.
• Never leave the driver’s seat when the engine is running.  

Passenger tips:
• Be sure the seat belt is worn at all times and is properly in place.
• Remain seated at all times.
• Check doors to be sure they are closed.
• Load from front of the van fi rst.
• Avoid music or conversations that would distract the driver.

Factors that make vans unstable:
• The van structure is taller than the trucks for which the frames 

were designed.
• Passengers may be heavier than the recommended load.
• Seats are elevated above the vehicle fl oor, raising the center of 

gravity.
• If passengers are not restrained, they can slide on bench seating, 

shifting the weight load.
• Driver overreacts/overcorrects.
• Inclement weather. 

Tips culled from the National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration, 
Ehline Law Firm, Van Angels and “Fifteen Passenger Van Safety—
Recommendations on Best Practices for Commuter and Community 
Transportation,” Drs. Frederick Wegmann and Melany Noltenius.

Van safety checklist

were killed on the way to a religious 
retreat when their van overturned 
on Interstate 15 near Barstow, Calif. 
The van, carrying a Coptic Orthodox 
youth group, landed on its side after 
11 of its 14 passengers were thrown 
from the vehicle.  

Other driver error 
Sept. 16, 2012: Two people, includ-

ing a youth director, were killed and 
12 injured when the driver of an SUV 
crossed the center line and struck a 
church van head on along Chapman 
Highway in Tennessee. The van was 
transporting youth from Cedar Grove 
Baptist Church when it went rolled and 
burst into fl ames. The driver of the 
SUV was allegedly under the infl uence 
of bath salts and now faces 36 counts, 
including vehicular homicide, reck-
less aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon, DUI and possession of drugs. 

Aug. 9, 2010: A cheerleading coach 
from California Baptist University was 
killed, and 12 student athletes were 
injured after their van was struck head 
on by an SUV, full of track athletes from 
San Diego. According to the California 
Highway Patrol, the driver of the SUV 
lost control of the vehicle on Highway 
395 before hitting the van. A third car 
was also involved. The coach was driv-
ing the van, one of three on its way to 
an athletic camp in Mammoth. Two 
students in the SUV also died after the 
vehicle caught fi re. 

March 26, 2010: Ten people headed 
to a Mennonite wedding in Iowa were 
killed on Interstate 65 near Munford-
ville, Ky., after a truck crossed the 

median, and their van caught fi re. 
The driver of the truck, who was later 
determined to be using his cell phone 
at the time of the crash, was also killed.  

June 23, 2007: An adult and three 
teens died when a pickup towing a 
trailer collided with their van on U.S. 
395, west of Barstow, Calif.. The remain-
ing six passengers were also injured, 
including the victim’s husband, who 
was critically burned. The youth group, 
from First Presbyterian Church of Up-
land, were returning from a missions 
trip to Valley Presbyterian Church of 
Bishop.  

Weather 
Nov. 12, 2009: Three people from 

New Life Worship Center in Federal 
Heights, Colo., were killed and 15 
others injured, four critically, when 
their church van rolled over on black 
ice on Interstate 84 in Oregon. The 
van, headed to Portland, was carry-
ing 16 college-age students from the 
Rocky Mountain Masters Commis-
sion.  

Jan. 31, 2003: A 13-year-old boy was 
killed, and fi ve children were injured 
when their 15-passenger van, used 
by their church, fi shtailed on wet 
pavement and rolled over in East St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Jan. 25, 2001: All 11 occupants in 
a Salvation Army van, on its way to 
take family members to visit inmates 
at correctional institutions in Dwight 
and Pontiac, Ill., were killed on Inter-
state 55 after the van slid out of con-
trol on an icy road and was struck a 
semi.   
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Inland Empire not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 

Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

THRU DEC 30 
“Miracle on 34th Sreet.” Fri 7:30pm; 
Sat 2:15pm & 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, 
LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N Church St., 
Redlands, $7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

  DEC 1 • SATURDAY
Christmas Craft Bazaar. 10am-4pm, 
Oasis Community Church, 23750 Ales-
sandro Blvd., Moreno Valley • (951) 
653-0737

Christian Singles, Christmas Rotational 
Dinner Dance. 6pm, David L. Baker Golf 
Course, 10401 Edinger, Fountain Valley, 
$39-55 • christiansinglesfunevents.
com, (714) 622-4002

DEC 2 • SUNDAY
Celebrate Messiah 2012. 4pm, Tem-
ecula United Methodist Church, 42690 
Margarita Rd., Temecula, free • (951) 
667-5388

Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake 
Community Church, 20515 Railroad 
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com

  Family Christmas Worship Fest, with Ms 
Lillie Knauls. 6pm, Grace Church of Glen-
dora, 1515 S Glendora Ave., Glendora, 
free • (626) 331-3193

DEC 4 • TUESDAY
Riverside Community College Winter 
Concert Choir. 7pm, Seventh Day Baptist 
Church, 5901 Chicago Ave., Riverside • 
(951) 686-0545

DEC 5 • WEDNESDAY
Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am-
12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300 
S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 845-
8082, (909) 795-2796

DEC 7 • FRIDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic 
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim 
Timmons & more.   The Packinghouse 
Church, 27165 West San Bernardino 
Ave., Redlands • achristmastogether.
com

DEC 7-9 • FRI-SUN
31st Annual Christmas Celebration. Fri 
7pm; Sat-Sun 3pm, First Baptist Church 
of Hemet , 26089 Girard St., Hemet • 
fbchemet.org

  12th Annual Living Nativity. 6-9pm, 
Granite Creek Community Church, 1580 
N Claremont Blvd., Claremont • (909) 
625-4455

DEC 8 • SATURDAY
Ladies Christmas Fun, Progressive Din-
ner. 5pm, The Crossing Church, Eastvale 
• atthecrossings.com

DEC 8-9 • SAT-SUN
The Christmas Song, presented by the 
Choir & Orchestra. Sat 5pm; Sun 5pm 
& 7pm,   Magnolia Ave Baptist Church, 
8351 Magnolia Ave., Riverside • (951) 
689-5700

DEC 9 • SUNDAY
3rd Annual Christmas Car Show. 12-
4pm, Hesperia First Assembly, 11616 
Hesperia Rd., Hesperia, $10-15 • (760) 
244-3330

12th Annual Angel Tree Christmas Party. 
12:30-3pm, Elk Lodge, 33700 Mission 
Trail, Wildomar. Hosted by Community 
Outreach Ministry • (951) 698-7650, 
communityoutreachministry.org

Christmas with MercyMe, 6:30pm, 
House of Blues, 1055 5th Ave., San Diego 
• transparentproductions.com

DEC 10 • MONDAY
Glendora Christian Women’s Connection. 
11am-12:30pm, Via Verde Country Club, 
1400 Avenida Entrada, San Dimas, $15 
• (909) 593-6100

DEC 12 • WEDNESDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic 
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim 
Timmons & more.   Rose Drive Friends 
Church, 4221 Rose Dr., Yorba Linda • 
achristmastogether.com

DEC 13-15 • THU-SAT
Christmas with Amy Grant, with the 
Pacifi c Symphony. 8pm nightly (Saturday 
matinee 3pm), Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts, 600 Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa 
• (714) 755-5799, pacifi csymphony.org

DEC 14-16 • FRI-SUN
31st Annual Christmas Celebration. Fri 
7pm; Sat-Sun 3pm, First Baptist Church 
of Hemet , 26089 Girard St., Hemet • 
fbchemet.org

12th Annual Living Nativity. 6-9pm, Granite 
Creek Community Church, 1580 N Clare-
mont Blvd., Claremont • (909) 625-4455

Poiema Family Holiday Show. Fri 7pm; 
Sat 2pm & 7pm, Mount of Olives Church, 
24772 Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo, $12-15 
• (949) 837-7467, christmasatmoo.org

DEC 15 • SATURDAY
Night in Bethlehem. 5-7:30pm, 
CrossPoint Church, 6950 Edison Ave., 
Chino, free • (909) 606-9833

DEC 16 • SUNDAY
Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake 
Community Church, 20515 Railroad 
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com

DEC 22 • SATURDAY
Traditional English Lessons & Carols 
Service. 7pm, United Methodist Church 
of Highland, Highland • (951) 389-4463

DEC 24 • MONDAY
Christmas Eve Service. 4:30pm, The 
Crossing Church, 7227 Scholar Way, 
Eastvale • atthecrossings.com

A family Christmas Eve. 4pm, 6pm 
(English & Spanish), 11pm, Magnolia 
Ave Baptist Church, 8351 Magnolia Ave., 
Riverside • (951) 689-5700

DEC 31 • MONDAY
Giant New Year’s Eve Dance Party, ages 
19-91. 8pm, Cal State Fullerton, Titan 
Student Union Building, 800 N State 
College Blvd., $29-50 • christiansingles-
funevents.com, (714) 622-4002

JAN 9 • WEDNESDAY
Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am-
12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300 

S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 845-
8082, (909) 795-2796

JAN 10-11 • THU-FRI
3rd Annual Women’s Conference. Ayers 
Hotel & Suites Ontario Convention Cen-
ter, 1945 E Holt Blvd., Ontario. Hosted 
by Agape Fellowship of Church Int’l & 
greater Works Praise & Worship Centre’s 
Women’s Department • (909) 888-5929

JAN 11 • FRIDAY
R.S.V. Quartet, presented by Southwest 
Gospel Concert. 6:30pm, First Baptist 
Church, 26089 Girard, Hemet • (951) 
658-7133

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Im-
manuel Baptist Church, Highland • 
imcconcerts.com

R.S.V. Quartet, presented by Southwest 
Gospel Concert. 6:30pm,Southwest 
Christian Church, 28030 Del Rio Rd., 
Temecula • (951) 308-1888

JAN 12-FEB 17
“Snow White.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm 
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse 
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, 
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Skyline 
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa, 
$16-25 •   imcconcer ts.com, (619) 
442-5941

JAN 20 • SUNDAY
Liberty Quartet, in concert. 6pm, Church 
of the Nazarene, 42655 E Florida Ave., 
Hemet • (951) 927-8717

FEB 5-8 • TUE-FRI
“George Washington Carver.” 9:15am 
& 11am, LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N 
Church St., Redlands, $7-18 • lifehous-
etheater.com

FEB 6 • WEDNESDAY
Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am-
12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300 
S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 845-
8082, (909) 795-2796

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
Christian Singles Sweetheart Singles 
Dinner Dance. 8:30pm-12am, La Mirada 
Country Club, 15501 Alicante Rd., La 
Mirada, $39-55 • (714) 622-4002, 
christiansinglesfunevents.com

  FEB 23 • SATURDAY
Educator Job Fair, presented by the 
Network of Int’l. Christian Schools. 
Stoneybrooke Christian School, Mission 
Viejo • nics.org

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT
Southwest Gospel Music Festival, 
The Booth Brothers, Legacy Five, The 
Martins, The Hoppers, The Allen Fam-
ily, Dr. David Jeremiah & more. Grand 
Canyon University Arena, Phoenix, AZ 
• southwestgospelmusicfestival.com, 
(602) 639-8999

APR 19-20 • FRI-SAT
CMTA Impact Convention, Pasadena 
Convention Center. For professional and 
volunteer workers in Christian education 
ministry • cmtaconvention.org

APR 26-28 • FRI-SUN
2013 Oasis Community Church Women’s 
Retreat. Fri 4pm-Sun 12pm, Calvary 
Chapel Conference Center, Murrieta, 
$160 • (951) 653-0737

APR 27 • SATURDAY
Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio and Kari 
Jobe, 7pm, Verizon Wireless Amphithe-
atre, Irvine • transparentproductions.
com

JUN 19-23 • WED-SUN
C.S. Lewis Summer Conference, “Living 
the Legacy: The Vision, Voice and Voca-
tion of C.S. Lewis,” University of San 
Diego • 1-888-275-3947

Volunteers are needed 
to ring Army bells

MORENO VALLEY — The Moreno 
Valley Salvation Army Corps Com-
munity Center is seeking volunteers 
to help with its annual Red Kettle 
Campaign. The campaign continues 
through Dec. 24.

The national campaign raises money 
needed for the organization’s annual 
Christmas Food and Toy Assistance 
Program. Proceeds also supplement 
year-round community programs. 
Individuals, families and groups can 
volunteer to ring bells in front of gro-
cery and department stores in Moreno 
Valley, Perris, Banning or Beaumont. 

Anyone may volunteer, but minors 
need to be accompanied by an adult.

For more information, send an email 
to david.vargas@usw.salvationarmy.org 
or call (951) 653-9131.

Granite Creek will 
host Living Nativity

CLAREMONT — Granite Creek 
Community Church will host its 12th 
annual Living Nativity from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Dec. 7 to 9 and 14 to 16.

The free seven-scene walk-though 
drama recreates pivotal moments sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus Christ, in-
cluding the angel Gabriel’s pronounce-
ment, Jesus’ birth, Caesar Augustus’ 
devious census declaration and the 
ecstatic singing of the heavenly hosts. 
Features include elaborate set decora-
tions, a life-sized manger, live animals, 
horse-mounted Roman soldiers and a 
Persian princess.

An on-site café will include hot dogs, 
vegan soups and stews and homemade 
goodies such as gourmet brownies, 
cake pops and cupcakes. The Nativity 
Christmas Boutique will offer a wide 
range of hand crafted and unique items 
for purchase.

Disabled guests may tour the nativity 
using personal wheelchairs or Electric 
Convenience Vehicles. Guests with 
mobility disabilities wishing to remain 
in their vehicles are asked to clearly 
display their disability placard and 
arrive no later than 8:30 p.m. Trained 
service animals are welcomed but must 
remain on a leash/harness at all times. 

The church is located at 1580 N. 
Claremont Blvd. Complimentary guest 
parking is located across the street. 

For more information, visit www.
granitecreek.org (909) 625-4455.

Worship, nativity at 
‘Night in Bethlehem’

CHINO — CrossPoint Church 
presents “Night in Bethlehem” 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Dec. 15.

The free program begins with a 
Christmas musical in the Worship 
Center, after which the guests will 
proceed to the courtyard to expe-
rience what Bethlehem may have 
been like on the night Jesus was 
born.

The courtyard experience will 
include games, animals, crafts and 
food.

Guests are asked to bring an 
unwrapped toy to benefi t Isaiah’s 
Rock and Mercy House. 

The church is located at 6950 
Edison Ave.

For more information, visit www.
crosspointcrcweb.org or call (909) 
606-9833.

Angel Tree Christmas 
party for children

WILDOMAR — Community Out-
reach Ministry, in conjunction with 
area businesses, will host its 12th annual 
Angel Tree Christmas party from 12:30 
to 3 p.m. Dec. 9 at the Elk Lodge. The 
party is for at-risk, lower income chil-
dren from newborn to age 18. 

Children and youth attending the 
party will receive gifts in an effort to 
let them know that they are loved and 
valued. 

The hot lunch will be catered by Glen 
Schmidt of Jersey’s Italian Restaurant 
and Pizzeria, while the Lake Elsinore 
Valley Municipal Water District spon-
sors water. A team of volunteers will 
provide cookies and cupcakes. 

Activities will include games and 
fi nger and face-painting with students 
from Chaparral High School’s Interact 
Club and student volunteers from 
Elsinore High School’s English as a 
Second Language.

Firefi ghters and paramedics from 
the U.S. Forest Service and deputies 
from the Southwest County Sheriff’s 
Department will bring their vehicles 
and equipment to demonstrate and 
promote their explorer programs. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection will 
also be on site as its agents and explor-
ers will be assisting with set up and tear 
down, guarding and passing out gifts. 

Luke Gus, a red-headed ventrilo-
quist, and Sunshine Pamela Vasquez 
will sing carols before Luke Gus shares 
the Christmas story.

The lodge is located at 33700 
Mission Trail.

Gifts or donations may be 
dropped at 41690 Ivy Street Suite B.

For more information, visit www.
communityoutreachministry.org or 
call (951) 698-7650. 

Women’s conference 
to come to Ontario

ONTARIO — Agape Fellowship 
of Churches International and the 
women’s department at Greater 
Works Praise & Worship Centre will 
present the Third Annual Women’s 
Conference Jan. 10 and 11at the 
Ayers Hotel & Suites Ontario Con-
vention Center.

The two night sessions are free, 
but paid registration is required for 
the day sessions. 

The hotel is located at1945 E. 
Holt Blvd. 

For more information and litera-
ture call (909) 888-5929. 

‘Christmas Song’ by 
Magnolia Ave. Baptist

RIVERSIDE — The Christmas 
Song, a heart-stirring dramatic 
musical presentation of the story 
of the birth of Jesus Christ, will be 
presented Dec. 8 and 9 at Magnolia 
Avenue Baptist Church.

The production will feature the 
choir and orchestra.

The shows will be held at 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 5 and 7 p.m. Sunday.

In addition to the production, 
the church is also hosting several 
family Christmas Eve services at 4, 6 
and 11 p.m. The 6 p.m. service will 
be presented in English and Span-
ish.

The church is located at 8351 
Magnolia Ave.

For more information, call (951) 
689-5700.

DEC 9 • SUNDAY

JAN 9 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

Volunteers are being sought to help 
with The Salvation Army’s annual Red 
Kettle Drive. Money raised through 
the effort will fund the organization’s 
Christmas Food and Toy Assistance 
Program. Other programs also benefi t 
from the drive, including the annual 
Thanksgiving meal.
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Law Offices of
Donald A. Ellison

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

1-800-533-7707
EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION
Reasonable fees • Call to inquire

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

CHURCHES AVAILABLE  
FOR SHARED LEASE

Call 909 987-9436 or 951 313-7972
Harold E. Miller - Broker

churchbroker@gmail.com
California DRE License No 00403837

Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary 
seats 150, 3 classrooms, kitchen, 
pastor’s office, $2,000 per month.

Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary 
seats 600, 4 classrooms, $3,500 per 
month.

Ontario: Sanctuary seats 250+, 4 
classrooms, fellowship hall, pastor’s 
office, kitchen, $2,500 per month.

San Bernardino: Sanctuary seats 
225+, 2 classrooms, nursery and 
fellowship hall. $1,500 per month.

Upland: Sanctuary seats 125, 2 
classrooms, kitchen. $1,600 per month.

Church/School for Sale

17487 Arrow Blvd.
Fontana, California

Harold E. Miller, Broker

909-987-9436 

Church space available
Rancho Cucamonga

Sunday afternoons and Wednesday 
evenings. Located between the 10 and 210 
freeways. Fully air-conditioned, social hall, 

classrooms, nursery. Plenty of parking.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

Mt. Zion Christian School. Christian curriculum, 
enroll now. Pre-school thru Kindergarten. 224 W. 
California St., Ontario 91786. (909) 988-2280

HELP WANTED
Ass  ure Pregnancy Clinic seeking bi-lingual (Span-
ish) Registered Nurse, 20 hours per week for pro-life 
clinic opening in Fontana. OB experience preferred. 
Call (909) 621-4800 or submit resume to: info@
assurepregnancy.org.

LCS W or MFT needed for busy counseling center 
in El Centro, 2 hrs east of San Diego. Call Jim 
Shinn, LCSW (760) 353-5059 or email at shinnjc@
sbcglobal.net.

Mt. Zion Christian School, 224 W. California St., 
Ontario 91762. Toddler Teacher needed. Must have 
infant/toddler units. (909) 988-2280.

ATTORNEYS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
You are being deceived. Call 1-800-203-0363 
(4-minute recorded message).

CAREGIVER
   Free room & board, plus $81/day, for live-in 
experienced care-giver for elderly Christian lady 
in Costa Mesa. IHSS registered is a plus. Call 
Mayda  (949) 735-7977.

CHURCHES FOR RENT
Church in Colton, CA. 6,500 square feet. Nave 
seats 130. Offi ces, classrooms, kitchen, and other 
amenities. Established conditional use permit 
included. $3,000 per month. 1-800-349-6906.

CH  URCHES FOR SALE
R           e  ligious sites for sale in Compton, Grand Terrace, 
Colton, San Bernardino, Fontana, Yucca Valley. 
Available soon South Bay, Orange County, SF Val-
ley, Norwalk, Azusa and Long Beach. Available for 
shared use East Whittier. Check our web site www.
churchwanted.com to stay current with churches 
for sale and for rent. Free consultation regarding 
your church value, potential share and income 
for your building, relocation needs. Call 213 999-
9939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com. If you’re 
a church, we can help. 30+ years of experience. 
DRE#00713881.

CHURCH SPACE 
AVAILABLE

CHURCHES WANTED
Ch  urches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have buyers 
waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, member 
of National and California Association of Realtors. 
Need help? Call Western Brokerage at (909) 822-
2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.
com. DRE License # 00761467.

Office space available
Rancho Cucamonga

One room space, furnished, air-
conditioned, utilities paid.

Call 626 536-7470

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

SERVICES
Professional Christian Counseling at an affordable 
rate. Please call (949) 205-8794.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

By Katherine Chute
BP News

RIVERSIDE — Many people are not 
attracted to the cross of Jesus because it 
asks so much, Joni Eareckson Tada told 
students at California Baptist University. 

“Yet that’s what gives us the passion 
of Christ,” she said. 

Tada, who became a quadriplegic 
after a diving accident in 1967, said 
in a chapel message at the Riverside, 
Calif., campus that she wakes up with 
no energy 95 percent of the time and 
no strength to live through another day 
with disabilities. 

“I lay in my bed and tell God, ‘But 
I can do all things through You who 
strengthens me. Can I borrow your smile? 
Because I don’t have one for today.’” 

Tada, recounting the story of her ac-
cident, said life seemed without purpose. 

“I could not kill myself, since I was 
a quadriplegic, so I tried to be dead 
emotionally and spiritually. But hard-

Joni Eareckson Tada says to look at 
hardship in life as intimacy with Jesus

ships are what will press you against the 
heart of Jesus and eventually I knew that 
if I would grow closer to Christ, I would 
grow closer to His passion.” 

Today Tada is involved with Joni & 

Friends, which encompasses the Joni and 
Friends International Disability Center, a 
weekday fi ve-minute radio program and 
other ministries. 

“At fi rst, the last thing I wanted to 
do is hang out with other people in a 
wheelchair,” she said. “But suddenly my 
wheelchair took on a different purpose 
when I realized that Jesus hung out with 
people who had disabilities. The blind 
man, the man with twisted limbs — Jesus’ 
heart was toward those with disabilities.” 

Tada challenged students not to live 
their lives on automatic pilot, assuming 
they have the Christian life down pat so 
they can proceed with their day. 

“If you live life on automatic pilot, God 
is against you,” she warned. “Too often, 
we consider ourselves the iPhone — with 
Jesus like our charger. We let Him charge 
us up, then we disconnect until we need 
the charge again. 

She explained that we are branches, 
a part of the vine and we don’t become 
disconnected.

Confi ned to a wheelchair for 45 years, 
Joni Eareckson Tada continues to tell 
her story in order to encourage others 
to trust God through anything.
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Christian Examiner staff report

MURRIETA — Children attend-
ing California schools are increas-
ingly earning more rights—access 
to abortions, changing gender 
identity and openly promoting ho-
mosexuality—unless it concerns 
their own faith.

“We have seen this progression 
play out in our schools over the 
last few years, and the number of 
cases that we have handled regard-
ing a student’s suppressed religious 

New ‘Hijacked’ booklet explores the erosion of 
religious rights in California’s public schools

rights has increased in the same 
time period,” said Robert Tyler, 
general counsel of Advocates for 
Faith & Freedom. “We saw that it 
was necessary to create a resource 
for parents, students and teachers 
to instruct them on the direction 
California’s schools are headed and 
what their rights are.”

The result is “Hijacked K-12,” an 
informative new booklet for par-
ents and teachers about religion 
and morality in California’s public 
school system.

The booklet explores the culture 
that has been created in California 
government-run schools over the 
past two decades.

Tyler said that, over the years, pub-
lic schools have become opposed to 
any type of religious instruction or 
expression being allowed on school 
property, even though students have 
a Constitutional right to practice 
their religion. 

At the same time, emboldened 

by a liberal legislature, classrooms 
have become advocacy arenas that 
promote lifestyles and ideas con-
trary to those of religious faith.

In 2007, for instance, lawmakers 
approved Senate Bill 777, which re-
defi ned “gender” in the California 
Education Code to mean “sex, and 
includes a person’s identity and 
gender expression. ‘Gender ex-
pression’ means a person’s gender-
related appearance and behavior 
whether or not stereotypically as-
sociated with the person’s assigned 
sex at birth.”  

The law prompted the California 
Teachers Association to recently 
instruct its teachers “not to assume 
anyone’s gender, even people you 
may have met in the past. A person’s 
external appearance may not match 
their internal gender identity.”  

The most recent impact to 
schools came by way of SB Senate 
Bill 48, which was signed into law 
in 2011. It requires California’s 

This new 48-page book exposes the radical anti-Christian agenda within 
California’s public schhols and what concerned teachers and parents can do.

history curricula and textbooks 
be revised to purposefully include 
positive contributions of the LGBT 
community.  

“Now, historical accomplish-

ments are not celebrated solely be-
cause of their impact on society; the 
sexual preference of the historical 
person must be taught, as well,” of-
fi cials with Advocates said.

Ron Prentice, chief executive of-
fi cer of California Family Council, 
which advocates for biblically based 
public policy, said “Hijacked” is an 
excellent resource for parents.

“(It) unveils the truth about pub-
lic school agendas,” Prentice said. 
“While good people—teachers, 
parents and administrators—care 
deeply about protecting young 
minds, the ‘powers that be’ have 
very different ideas. This resource 
prepares us for the potential prob-
lems in public school curricula and 
instruction.”   

Free digital copies of the bro-
chure are available online. Printed 
copies are also available for $5.

For more information, visit www.
faith-freedom.com.

Bait Entertainment. “It not only 
entertains but helps explain the 
real meaning of Christmas with the 
encouraging message that ‘God 
doesn’t make junk.’” 

The fi lm follows the story of Zak, 
a friendless boy with a challenging 
speech impediment who doesn’t 
like Christmas. On the run from a 
wacky scientist bent on taking over 
the orphanage, Zak and his new 
friends learn a powerful lesson 
about how Christmas started with a 
baby named Jesus—who grew up to 
save the world.

The movie is distributed by Echo-
Light Studios.

For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/awobotschristmas. 

Rock Solid Faith Study 
Bible for Teens 

Published by Zondervan, the 
Rock Solid Faith Study Bible for 

Teens is designed 
for today’s youth 
who often feel 
uncertain about 
their world and 
are wondering 
about their future 
during a time of 
economic upheav-

al, spiritual confusion and normal 
adolescent struggles. Rock Solid 
Faith Study Bible for Teens pro-
vides a fi rm foundation with fea-
tures that show God is unchanging. 

At 1,664 pages, the Rock Solid 
Bible examines truth, principles, 
promises and God’s plans, and it 
highlights stories of unshaken peo-
ple who lean on an unshaken God.  

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

The League of Incredible 
Vegetables

Vegetables have long been 
known for their nutritional value, 
but now they’ve been elevated to 
superhero status with the recent re-
lease of Veggie Tales’ “The League 
of Incredible Vegetables.”

Produced by Big Idea Entertain-
ment, the new DVD marks the fran-
chise’s fi rst-ever superhero themed 
DVD. Based on Psalm 56:3 (ESV) 
which says, “When I am afraid, I will 
put my trust in You,” the title helps 
teach a lifelong lesson in handling 
fear, one of the most requested subject 
topics by VeggieTales fans and families. 
The movie also includes a brand-new 
League theme song and music video by 
Grammy-nominated and Dove Award-
winning group Newsboys. 

The DVD also introduces four 
new superheroes played by beloved 
VeggieTales characters Bob the 
Tomato, Petunia Rhubarb, Junior 
Asparagus and Mr. Lunt, all with hi-
larious superhero abilities. 

For more information, visit www.
veggietales.com/league.

GIFTS…
Continued from page 6
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