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Holding On
Singer Jamie Grace’s battle
with Tourette syndrome
By Dan Wooding
Assist News Service
ANAHEIM — There was hardly
a dry eye in the Honda Center,
Sept. 13 when Dove Award-winner
Jamie Grace, a contemporary
Christian musician, singer, rapper,
songwriter and actress took the
stage at the Women of Faith conference, courageously singing as she
battled twitching associated with
her ongoing battle with Tourette
syndrome.
Because of the unpredictability
of her disorder, Grace is never
certain how her body will respond,
especially in front of an audience
of 15,000.
“I usually feel it’s a privilege,”
Grace said. “I’m a 21-year-old girl,
so I can never make up my mind
some days. I walk on stage and I say
to myself, ‘Don’t you dare twitch, as
this will be so embarrassing,’ and
then like today, I was twitching like
crazy, but I then say, ‘Whatever;
they’ll get over it.’”
Regardless of how it goes, the
young musician said whether it’s
song or story, its all part of her
testimony.
“At the end of my talk this evening, some friends were asking me
how I felt and all I could say was
that, ‘Jesus was here and that’s all
that matters.’”
The Atlanta, Ga. resident said she
was first diagnosed with Tourette,
an inherited neuropsychiatric
disorder with onset in childhood,
characterized by multiple physical
tics, at age 11.
“I was 9 when the symptoms
started and that was after a lot of
traumatic things had been happening in my life,” she said. “It started
with just movements and twitches
and things like that. I don’t really
remember much before then. My

earliest memories are that it just
started with my arms, my legs, my
eyes and eventually it progressed
into more often and that kind of
thing so we kind of had to make
a move.”
Her symptoms stumped the
doctors.
“For two years the doctors and
my mom went on Google trying
to figure out what I had, and what
was wrong, and when I was 11 years
old, my mom walked into the doctor’s office with a packet for the
doctor and said, ‘My daughter has
Tourette and so the doctor came
back a week later and said, ‘Yeah.’”
Grace said she was originally
open with her disorder, but began holding back after her peers
reacted poorly.
“They were super weirded out
by it, so I immediately shut off and
stopped telling people,” she said.
“But when I was about 14 or 15
years old, and I really became more
passionate about the things of the
Lord, I realized that I could possibly impact at least one person’s
life or at least inspire one person
by sharing about it.”
She said she was also inspired
by fellow patient, Tim Howard, an
American-born soccer goalkeeper
with Everton FC in England, and
Robin Roberts of Good Morning
America who has openly shared
about her struggle with cancer.
“I knew that my story could
encourage at least one person so
I owed it to others to do just that,”
she said.
“There are still nights where I
can’t sleep because my Tourette is
so bad, and I cry and I say things
like, ‘God, what’s up with this?’”
she said. “When I was 12 and 13
years old, I just remember feeling
See JAMIE GRACE, page 3

Contemporary Christian singer Jamie Grace uses her experiences with Tourette syndrome as part of her music testimony.

Bikers on a roll when it comes to mixing hobby with evangelism
By Lori Arnold
LA CRESCENTA — John Alford,
an area representative with the
Christian Motorcyclists Association,
was witnessing at a scorching hot
secular motorcycle rally when he
handed one of the leaders a bottle of water. In return, Alford was
handed an epiphany.
“He shared that small bottle with
many of his ‘brothers,’” Alford said.
“I realized that while I’ll never be
a ‘hardcore biker’ if God can use
me to reach one with Living Water, maybe that brother will share
it with others, like the motorcycle

A group of Christian bikers lean on each other and Jesus as they spend some
time in prayer.

officer did with the physical water.”
Whether it is handing out water,
hosting runs, or holding Bible studies and chapel services, the Christian Motorcyclists Association is
devoted to using the love of bikes
to show the love of Christ. It is the
largest Christian motorcycle ministry, with chapters in all 50 states.
In Southern California, the association operates eight chapters.
“Chapters balance fellowship
rides with participating in secular
motorcycle events at motorcycle
dealerships, charity rides, supporting racing at both road and dirt
tracks, and participating in pris-

on outreaches with the Bill Glass
Weekend of Champions ministry,”
Alford, a resident of Poway, said.
Other ministry events include
hospital visits for fallen motorcyclists, veterans’ events like the annual Run for the Wall breakfast at
the Southern California ride start
point, and providing the helmet
and jacket check at the International Motorcycle Show in Long Beach
each year. Many CMA members,
Alford said, participate in multiple
motorcycle outreach events each
month
See BIKERS, page 6

For information about advertising, subscriptions, or bulk delivery, please call 1-800-326-0795

2 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • October 2013 IE

www.christianexaminer.com

Board straight
Former skateboarding pro,
drug mule finds new identity
in Jesus Christ alone
By Lori Arnold
WESTMINSTER — Christian
Hosoi was the poster child of the
freewheeling excesses of the 1980s
skater community. Raking in lucrative sponsorship deals that led to a
world championship by age 17, Hosoi was invincible.
“I got really good, really quick,
and along with that came all of
the peer pressures,” Hosoi said. “I
wanted to be like my idols at the
time, which smoked weed, they
drank beer, they quit school, they
chased girls, all of these things that
I thought was everything in the
world. I wanted to have it.
“I was basically searching for that
identity, searching for that acceptance, searching for that ultimate
high, that satisfaction of being the
greatest in the world.”
As Hosoi, who called himself
Christ and invented a move called
Christ Air, continued to push the
boundaries on the plank, he also
pushed them with drugs, trying to
get as high as possible without dying.
“I’m having to reproduce this
feeling of being on top of the
world,” he said. “You get the (magazine) cover. You get the contracts.
You are making hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. You think
you have it all. But deep down inside, now that I look back, there was
this emptiness. It was like there was
something missing.”
Eventually weary of the vicious cycle of drug abuse, Hosoi, at the urging of his girlfriend, Jennifer, and
her pastor uncle, went to church.
Also a user, Jennifer was seeking to
leave it behind after the near-fatal
overdose of a friend.
“I thought, ‘Sweet. I’ll go. My name
is Christian, my nickname is Christ, I
invented the Christ Air. No big deal,’”
he said. “I thought God was good and
if there was a heaven I’m going to go
there because I was such a good guy. I
was honest. I thought because I didn’t
steal, I wasn’t a thief, I wasn’t a bad

person, because of my good karma
I would be accepted into this place
called heaven.”
Within two months, however,
he was back into his partying ways,
dragging Jennifer back in, too. The
lure of the synthetic high finally
dwarfed the aerial high of his signature board jumps. With drug
warrants out on him, Hosoi began
to skip competitions in an effort to
avoid arrest, but in January 2000,
he was arrested at the Honolulu
Airport with 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine he was couriering in
from Los Angeles.
“I was looking at ten years,” he
said. “What happened to my life?”
He called Jennifer and found
himself crying on the phone.
“We’ll trust in God,” she told
him.
“God? I need a lawyer, I need an
attorney. I need bail,” he told her.
Heeding her advice, though,
Hosoi got his hands on a Bible and
made a vow with God: Get him bail
and he will do the time and minister to kids about the pitfalls of
drugs.
“I went to court and he’s all,
‘Danger to the community, threat
to society, no bail. Slams the gavel,’ Hosoi said. “I’m like, ‘Didn’t I
make a deal with you, God?’ In that
moment I really made that deal. It
didn’t matter that I got out or not.
That wasn’t the case. It was a matter of me having a relationship with
Jesus.”
A changed man
Hosoi said as soon as he began
reading the Bible the “scales fell off
my eyes, I knew I was created for a
purpose and there was a plan for
my life.”
“I had peace and joy like I never
had before,” the Huntington Beach
resident said. “It was incredible.
Everyone said it was such a shame
that I went from freedom my whole
life to getting into a prison cell and
being locked up.
“I tell everybody it was like I went

Skater Christian Hosoi gets some big air at a Southern California skate park.

from prison and living in sin and
death, ignorantly not knowing that
I could have died at any moment
and gone to hell, to getting into
a prison cell and getting set free
because of the power of God’s love,
mercy, grace and forgiveness. It was
like I was finally free.”
What ensued was a judicial ride
with more ups and downs and

spins than Hosoi ever mustered
on the board: a prosecutor bent on
a long incarceration, an attorney
who took his money and ran, a
tangled web of federal sentencing
guidelines and a Christian judge
who found favor with the fledgling
believer who found himself in serious trouble. In the end he served
five years, half of the mandated
minimum sentence.
“It was like God’s light was shining down on my whole prison sentence,” he said. “I walked through
prison for five years, free for the
first time in my life.”
After his sentencing, Hosoi and
Jennifer were married inside the
courtroom by the judge who presided over his drug trial.
Laying the foundation
During his incarceration, Hosoi
feasted on every Bible, commentary
and Christian book he could find.
He attended every worship service
held on the grounds. He found a
spiritual mentor in former San Diego resident William “Bill” Kennedy who, himself, was in the middle
of a 20-year sentence.
Within three months of his release, Hosoi was preaching and
sharing his testimony with young
people. He found an immediate
spiritual home at The Sanctuary in
Westminster, where he still serves as
the outreach pastor.
“I knew I was going to serve the
Lord and I was looking for every avenue where I could serve and tell
people about Jesus,” he said. “I was
doing it in prison.”
Upon his release, Hosoi said
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there was intense pressure to return
to the party scene. Hosoi declined,
but refused to walk away from them
or skating.
“They are seeing God show up
more,” he said. “They are seeing me
speaking loud and proud, walking
around trying to reflect Christ as
much as I can. That’s what I want to
be. I want to be there to intercede,
to be a roadblock for them that
they will have to either go around
me to go to hell or else they are going to have to make a decision to
reject the love of God, because I am
going to love people.
“God gave me mercy and grace
and forgave me. I want other people to feel that. I want them to have
the joy of Lord. I want them to be
empowered by grace to be able to
live God’s will for their life, not just
this rat race of living. I remember
just doing whatever I want, however
and as much. If I didn’t do much,
I didn’t feel like I was worth anything, so I would have to do more,
I’d have to get more and you are
always compromising who you are.”
Sold out
Now, with the Bible fully entrenched as his filter, Hosoi said
he’s committed to a life of integrity
and character.
“It makes it so much easier for
me because I don’t negotiate with
God’s Word,” he said. “‘How much
can I do? How close to sin can I get?
Do you still love me? I sold out to
God when I got saved.”
For more information, visit www.
mysanctuarychurch.com.
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Hispanics share conservative views,
but become more liberal over time
By Lori Arnold
VENTURA — Hispanics, a longcoveted voting bloc, tend to be
more conservative when they immigrate into the United States but become more liberal socially as they
are exposed to American culture, a
new poll by Barna shows.
“Coupled with their above-average religious participation and
engagement, Hispanics have the
potential to be big supporters of
‘family values’ or ‘socially conservative’ candidates,” said David Kinnaman, president of Barna Group.
“However, they did not vote that
way in 2012, with a majority of Hispanic voters aligning with Barack
Obama over Mitt Romney.”
Underscoring the vital role Latinos play in American culture, Kinnaman recently launched Barna:
Hispanics, a new division of the
29-year-old research firm, in partnership with the American Bible
Society, the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference
and OneHope.
Their initial survey reveals that
the faith and social values of Latinos may be more conservative
than many cultural observers realize, demonstrating high commitments to the Christian faith and to
traditional concepts of family. The
findings indicate the push for immigration reform may not have the
clear-cut implications envisioned by
party leaders on both sides.
“In broad strokes, it is a strange
conundrum: Republicans have
been the most opposed to immigration reform, but stand to gain
the support of many Hispanics on
social matters if they can also address their economic concerns,”
the researcher said. “Democrats
have been more willing to address
the concerns of immigrant communities, but Latinos may not share
many of the same liberal social policies.”
Specifically, the study found that
three-quarters of all Latinos in the
U.S. say that the traditional family is the main building block of a
healthy community (78 percent).
Seven out of 10 believe it is best
for children to be raised by parents who are married to each other
(69 percent). In addition, Latinos

remain markedly committed to
preserving the traditional family
structure. Half say they are “very
concerned” about the breakdown
of Hispanic families.
Life and family
That conservative thread also applied to homosexuality and abortion.
When it comes to same-sex marriage, for instance, a significant
voting issue to many evangelical
Christians, two-thirds of Hispanics
say marriage should be defined as a
relationship between one man and
one woman (66 percent), while
even more (73 percent) said they
believe that adoption or parenting
are better choices than abortion.
On almost all counts, U.S.-born
Hispanics—including those born
in Puerto Rico—are much less conservative in their social views than
are those born elsewhere. For example, foreign-born Latinos are
more likely to see family as important (81 percent); more concerned
about the breakup of Hispanic families (65 percent); more likely to be
embrace a traditional view of marriage (73 percent); and more likely
to reject abortion as a solution for
not-yet-ready moms (87 percent).
Another interesting finding in
the survey is that just 53 percent of
Hispanics in America indicate that
they are strongly concerned about
immigration, compared with 65
percent of foreign-born Hispanics.
Still, most Hispanics in the U.S.
are more concerned about issues
that pertain to their practical livelihood, such as employment (57 percent) and education (58 percent).
On the same level as immigration,
about half of Hispanics say they are
“very” concerned about health care
(54 percent) and affordable housing (52 percent).
Biblical mandates
As for the moral issues surrounding immigration, two-thirds of Hispanics, agree they have “a biblical
responsibility to show hospitality to strangers and immigrants.”
This number rises among Protestant Hispanics—three-quarters of
whom affirm the same. At the same
time, one-half of Hispanics hold
this view in tension with another
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biblical principle: that Christians
are called by God to obey the government. Again, this number is
higher among Protestant Hispanics
(85 percent).
In other words, the immigration
debate raises many conflicting attitudes
among Hispanics, and especially so
among the nation’s increasing percentage age of Evangélicos.
“Leaders in the arenas of politics, faith, and media must be wary
of reaching out to the Hispanic
community for utilitarian purposes—for example, that evangelicals
might support reform measures on
the conditional basis that Hispanics
share their social values,” Kinnaman said, adding that any engagement of Hispanics will require open
dialogue on “family, marriage, and
life as well as employment, housing,
health care, immigration, and education.”
For more information, visit www.
barna.org.
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JAMIE GRACE…
Continued from page 1
that all I wanted was for my hair
to look like everyone else’s, and
for my clothes to be as cute as
the next girl, or to be able to
sit at the lunch table and for
everybody to think I was funny
and pretty. I just wanted to fit
in, and yet, I was the epitome
of different.
“So at that time, I was very
angry and stressed out, and
confused. I cried, yelled and
screamed a lot. But I actually
think that it helped in a way
because I would just often times
scream at God and just ask God,
‘why?’ and I would have this assurance from my parents and
from my sister and from my family, as they wrapped their arms
around me, and (said) things
like, ‘You might feel frustrated,
but this is not the end.’ It was
like they were saying, ‘As big as
your frustration is, God’s love is
even bigger.’ It’s hard to believe,
but when I began to grasp that,
it all started to change.”
Grace’s platform to share has

widened since Toby Mac discovered one of her YouTube videos
and signed her to his Gotee
Records label. She released the
song “Hold Me” in 2011, earning a 2012 Grammy nomination,
and coming home with the 2012
Dove Award for New Artist of the
Year. The song is also featured
in the film “Grace Unplugged.”
“I do thank God, not specifically for Tourette, but I know that
He has taught me a lot through
this illness,” she said. “So the
irony of Tourette syndrome is
that it’s based on something that
we can’t control and everyone
in life has something that they
can’t control. So whether it’s Tourette, or family or school stuff,
or something else medical, we’re
all going to have something big
in our lives that that we can’t control, but we can control to choose
to go to the Father during those
times and even though it’s hard
and difficult, He does love us He
does have a plan for us and He
will make everything work out
for His glory in the end.”
For more information, visit www.
jamiegrace.com.
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Unfair and unjust: The attack on school choice
Before Attorney General Eric
Holder and the Justice Department move forward with a lawsuit
to block vouchers for thousands
of low-income students trapped in
failing Louisiana public schools, he
ought to speak to parents whose
children benefit from the statewide
voucher measured called the Louisiana Scholarship Program.
One of those parents is Lakisha
Fuselier. Fuselier is a single mother
of four. Her 8-year-old son, Albert,
is a part of the voucher program.
A spokeswoman in Gov. Bobby
Jindal’s office emailed me her story,
which first appeared in The Daily
Advertiser last December. “Lakisha
Fuselier wanted to do something to
help her son, Albert. He was struggling in public school classes,” the
Daily Advertiser writes. “His academic problems were compounded
by a diagnosis of attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder. ... She knew
he needed individual attention,
something he was not getting in
public school.”
In response to my request, Ms.

Fuselier provided the following
statement to the governor’s office:
“When I heard about this program,
I jumped on the chance to try
something new for my son. I see the
difference it has made in him from
an academic standpoint and as an
individual. He loves school now
and is more outgoing. I hope to be
able to get my other kids in the program because I know that it works.”
Attorney General Holder’s stated
reason for suing to eliminate the
voucher program in Louisiana is
that it “impedes the desegregation
process.” The government argues
that allowing parents to transfer
their children out of failing Louisiana schools would upset the racial balance of schools in districts
still under federal desegregation
orders. “There’s no denying the
state’s racist history of school segregation or its ugly efforts ... to undermine desegregation orders...,”
writes the Washington Post. “...But
the situation today bears no resemblance to those terrible days. Since
most of the students using vouchers

are black, it is, as State
lawsuit, calling it
Education
Superin“bewildering, if not
tendent John White
downright perverse
pointed out ... ‘a little
... to use the banner
ridiculous’ to argue
of civil rights to bring
that the departure of
a misguided suit that
mostly black students
would block these disto voucher schools
advantaged students
would make their
from getting the bethome school systems
ter educational opless white.”
portunities they are
Cal Thomas
In a recent appeardue.”
ance on “Meet the
Next to a right to
Press,” Gov. Jindal said, “There are life, the most important right is a
too many kids in this country today good education. Without it, lowtrapped in poor neighborhoods income children are denied the
with poor, failing schools. In Loui- American Dream. It is the ultimate
siana, we’re doing something about civil rights issue.
it.” Is Holder really saying he’d
The racial makeup of a school
rather they didn’t?
that fails to provide quality educaPresident and Mrs. Obama can tion shouldn’t matter. What differprovide private schooling for their ence does it make if a child fails in
daughters. The president’s attorney an all-black school or an integrated
general wants to deny the same to one? An “F’ is an “F.”
Louisianians whose only hope out
According to The Weekly Stanof poverty is a decent education. Is dard, more people have applied
that fair? Is it just?
for vouchers in Louisiana than are
The Washington Post editorial- available: 10,000 in 2012, with only
ized against the administration’s 5,000 receiving them, and 12,000

this year, with 8,000 awarded by
lottery. The magazine also notes
that the voucher movement is
spreading: “According to the Friedman Foundation for Educational
Choice, 23 states and the District
of Columbia have a total of 48
voucher and tax-credit programs
designed to help poor kids in bad
schools get out...”
Education Secretary Arne Duncan tried to end the school choice
program in D.C., but reversed himself in the face of a public outcry.
Minority parents should amplify
that outcry in Louisiana and across
the country.
If Republicans are smart, they
will make school choice their issue
and reclaim their history of being
for civil rights before the Democrats commandeered it. In a cruel
reversal of what happened in the
1960s, Democrats now appear to
stand in the schoolhouse door, trying to keep poor children out.
© 2013 Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.

They are us: Evangelicals and Middle Eastern Christians
There’s some good news coming
out of the Middle East: American
evangelicals have awakened to the
plight of their Christian brethren.
Seven years ago, Lawrence F. Kaplan, writing in the New Republic
asked “who will save Iraq’s Christians?” He wrote that “Sunni, Shia,
and Kurd may agree on little else,
but all have made sport of brutalizing their Christian neighbors.”
What made matters worse was
the indifference of American
Christians to their Iraqi brethren’s
plight. The head of Open Doors,
USA, which works on behalf of
persecuted Christians around the
world, told Kaplan that “The denominations in Iraq aren’t recognized by Americans . . . The underlying attitude is, ‘They’re not us.’”
And the consequences were tragic: an ancient Christian community
driven into exile.
The good news is that we seem to

have learned from our
and exile.”
mistakes.
Dreher notes that
One example is
Russell Moore of the
the outpouring of
Southern Baptist Ethconcern over the perics & Religious Libsecution of Coptic
erty Commission has
Christians in Egypt.
come out against U.
People who, a decade
S. intervention, speor so ago, may not
cifically over concerns
have been familiar
of the impact on Syrwith the word “Copt”
ian Christians. Even
Eric Metaxas
and unaware of Chrismore exciting is the
tianity’s long history in Egypt were fact that 62 percent of evangelical
expressing their solidarity with this pastors polled by the National Asancient community.
sociation of Evangelicals oppose
This identification with ancient intervention. They fear that our
Christian communities has really involvement could make matters
taken off in the debate over in- worse.
tervention in Syria. As my good
Evangelical voices have joined
friend Rod Dreher has pointed out, those of the Pope and Orthodox
“Somehow, the word is getting out bishops in calling our attention to
to American Christians that they— the plight of our Syrian brethren. It
we—have a particular stake in Syr- took a while, but we’ve finally realia, in that our brothers and sisters ized that they are us.
in the faith are facing mass murder
That’s especially important be-

cause the mainstream media is doing a terrible job of telling Americans about the possible impact of
U.S. intervention on Syrian Christians. As Rod pointed out, the day after Pope Francis addressed a crowd
of 100,000 people during a day of
fasting and prayer for Syria, the New
York Times said nothing about the
event. Nor have they mentioned the
groundswell of American Christian
opposition to intervention.
Instead, they ran a story about
an all-nude gay resort in the Ozarks
and another one about “elderly gay
male sweethearts who reflect fondly
on the days when they cruised public toilets. . . .” I’m not making that
up.
A similar pattern, albeit nowhere
near as self-parodic, holds true in
the rest of the media. We’re told a
great deal about the push for congressional approval and the reasons
for intervention. We’re even told

that Americans oppose said intervention. But we rarely are told why
many Americans oppose this intervention or even of the possible effects on Syrian Christians.
When the Greek Catholic, a.k.a,
Melkite, Patriarch of Syria warns
that an American attack would
“reap more victims,” chances are
the warning will go unheeded.
When he says that “Salafist fundamentalist armed gangs of thugs”
pose an even greater threat than
chemical weapons, it will be overlooked in the mainstream media.
Thankfully, this time American
Christians are listening and speaking out. Thankfully, we understand
that these are our people—our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a
radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.

Should creative work by Christians always be ‘safe’?
Christian media today is filled
with the word “safe.” Look at the
advertisements for Christian radio and TV stations and networks:
“Family-safe programming.” “The
safe alternative.” “Safe TV.” And
let’s be clear. There’s no question
that we need to protect our kids
from violence, sex and profanity;
but one thing you can bet on about
the Bible: It isn’t “safe.” It tells the
story of humanity in very real, authentic terms. A recent Park Forum
devotional put it this way:
Austin Tice, 31, a law student, former Marine and freelance reporter,
has been missing since mid-August
in Syria, where 10 journalists have
been killed since the uprising began last year. Even though he knew
this, Tice went to the country and,
on July 25, wrote to his friends:
“It’s nice and all, but please quit
telling me to be safe … Sometime
between when our granddads licked
the Nazis and when we started putting warnings on our coffee cups
about the temperature of our beverage, America lost that pioneering
spirit. We became a fat, weak, complacent, coddled, unambitious and
cowardly nation. I went off to two
wars with misguided notions of patri-

Start pushing the boundaries.
Start telling the truth. Start
showing us life as you really
see it.
otism and found in both that the first
priority was to never get killed, something we could have achieved from
our living rooms in America with a
lot less hassle … We kill ourselves
every day with McDonald’s and alcohol and a thousand other drugs, but
we’ve lost the sense that there actually are things out there worth fighting for … No, I don’t have a death
wish—I have a life wish. …”
Austin Tice is a soldier and knows
something about risky situations. I
can only imagine the disconnect
of our soldiers returning from the
incredible dangers of the battlefield, only to find themselves in an
America that’s becoming more and
more obsessed with the idea of being “safe.” We all want to be safe,
but at the expense of innovation,

personal choice and freedom?
And when it comes to being a Christian—especially for those who have
chosen a creative calling, my advice is
to stop worrying so much about being
safe. I understand that many will push
back and say that we simply don’t need
to push the boundaries of violence,
profanity, sexuality or anything else
when it comes to books, movies or
art. I would agree in many situations.
In stories about raising kids, business
challenges, a pastor struggling with
financial problems at church or similar issues, they can certainly be done
as G-Rated stories. There’s certainly a
place for that.
But the fact is, life is real and real
means unwanted pregnancies, alcoholism, gang activity, violence, abuse, and
more. Once a writer, filmmaker, artist,

or musician starts a crebe a grave mistake to
ative endeavor, he or she
present Christianity as
can’t stop asking tough
something charming
questions because things
and popular with no
get uncomfortable. And
offense to it. Seeing
that’s a key reason that
that Christ went about
Christianity has capthe world giving the
tured the imagination
most violent offense
of millions through the
to all kinds of people,
centuries.
it would be absurd to
In her powerful book
expect that the doctrine
“Letters to a Diminished
of his person can be so
Phil Cooke
Church,” British author
presented as to offend
and scholar Dorothy Sayers wrote, nobody.”
“Christianity has compelled the mind of
That’s why I say, “Start pushing the
man, not because it is the most cheering boundaries. Start telling the truth.
view of human existence, but because Start showing us life as you really see
it’s truest to the facts.”
it.” Our job isn’t to force the world into
In recent years, I believe one of the a Christian bubble. Our job is to pop
most significant reasons the world has the bubble and engage the culture that
marginalized Christians is because is—not the culture we’d like it to be.
of our corny, cheesy and completely
Jesus called out the religious
dishonest books, movies and art. In leaders of His day. As a result He
our effort to be “family friendly” in all was threatened, vilified, ridiculed
things, we’ve actually compromised and eventually hung on a cross.
our values and refused to tell the truth. Had He taken the safe path, our fuAbove all things, creativity must be ture would be bleak indeed.
honest, and when we start restricting
Cooke, a Ph.D., is a filmmaker,
what and how we express our faith,
our witness will be forever tarnished. media consultant and author of “One
And if that means we offend some- Big Thing: Discovering What You
one, then so be it. Elsewhere in her Were Born to Do.” Find out more
book, Sayers wrote, “I believe it to at philcooke.com.w
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We wage war not against flesh and blood
By Barry H. Corey
This summer while I was traveling in India I was invited to a city
called Allahabad. Every 12 years
millions of Hindus gather here for
a religious cleansing where three
major rivers converge —including
the Ganges. The gathering is called
the Trivini Sangem, and Christians
there discern the intense and oppressive world of the spirits because
of this festival.
In this city is also the oldest agricultural university in Asia, today a
large and growing institution with
10,000 students. I spent a day with
the president of this school, who’s
also distinguished across the country as the president of the Association of Indian Universities, over
400 nationally accredited universities. He has a Ph.D. in something

like agronomy from
Kansas State, and
he’s also a devout follower of Jesus.
So, here’s a city
with a leading university and a distinguished
president
who loves Jesus.
It’s also a city many
Christians identify
Barry H.
as a place where territorial spirits are at
work.
So a few years ago, the president
of this university and public intellectual decided to start publicly
talking about Jesus, and he’d invite
people on weekends to hear about
the love and power of God. And
they came.
Each Sunday, 5,000 to 7,000 people filled their soccer field. He’s

Biola launches its Center for
Christianity, Culture and the Arts
Christian Examiner staff report
LA MIRADA — Biola University’s
Center for Christianity, Culture and the
Arts officially launched Sept. 20 with
the dedication of the newly renovated
art gallery.
“We believe it’s time for Christians
to regain a voice within cultural industries and the art world and in so
doing, continue the great intellectual
and artistic tradition of our faith,” said
Biola President Barry H. Corey. “To do
this, we must first come to a deeper
understanding of the role of the arts
in the Christian life. And with our close
proximity to Los Angeles, arguably the
imaginative epicenter of the world, we
at Biola believe it is imperative that we
engage with increased passion and sophistication in the conversations (and)
the creations of culture.”
Funding for the center—part of an
initiative to host events, support artists and promote “rich thinking about
faith and art”—was bestowed through
a grant from philanthropists Howard
and Roberta Ahmanson, through
Fieldstead and Company.
The art gallery was dedicated to
Roberta’s parents, Earl and Virginia
Green.
“When we create, though we in our

imaginations are sinful and broken, we
are working out of the image of God
in us,” Roberta Ahmanson said. “We
are co-creating with Him. We all know
that art is a major language of our very
visual time. Images speak in ways that
words cannot, just as words speak in
ways images cannot. This gallery is a
place to explore that visual language.”
According to university officials, the
new center will draw from Christianity’s
rich historical past of incorporating
beauty and art, as it seeks to close the
schism of faith and art that arose in
the past century with contemporary
Christianity.
“This growing separation has grown
worse and worse over the past centuries,”
Dana Gioia, a professor of poetry and
public culture at the University of Southern California, said at the dedication.
“Biola’s new center is only a beginning,
but it is an important beginning. Here
in the city, the Los Angeles area, which
has more creative people, more artists,
than anywhere else in North America,
here in the center of the modern arts we
have created a way of witnessing that art
and faith are actual partners.”
To see a list of events already
scheduled at the center, visit www.
ccca.biola.edu/events.
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seen up to 70,000 show
up on a weekend. On
the Friday night we were
there, I stood beside
him as he invited those
who came, mostly Hindu villagers, to let him
lay hands on them and
pray for them.
He anointed them
with oil. He prayed for
Corey
the sick to be healed.
He cast out demons in
Jesus’ name, praying in conversational tones like a Presbyterian,
not a screaming evangelist. When
those with evil spirits lined up, he’d
talk to them and pray over them
in English, and the tormented girls
or men or women he prayed over
would answer his questions, even
though they knew no English.
The interpreters behind us were
explaining this as we watched. The
university president told us later that
legions, evil spirits, are able to understand what he’s saying, so he speaks in

English to discern if the spirits possessing them are truly demons.
I’d never seen anything quite
like this, but as I thought about
it, what happened that night is a
reality everywhere. And that is the
battle between good and evil, light
and darkness, in the realm of the
spiritual world. It may not seem as
dramatic in our culture, but it is no
less true. We wage war not against
flesh and blood—not against political parties or those who don’t agree
with us—but against principalities
of darkness that are dead set on
stealing and destroying.
Resurrection power
I tell this story as a reminder that
the Spirit of God is powerfully at
work in our world to upend evil
and draw all people toward the resurrected and exalted Christ.
“And so I say to you,” Paul writes
in Galatians 5, “walk by the Spirit and
not the desires of the flesh.”
May we understand anew as fol-

lowers of Christ that there is truth
in the words of Christ and there is
power in the name of Christ. The
truth leads us to conviction and the
power leads us to courageous steps
of faith. God is on the move in the
world. Find out where he’s at work
and fall in line.
I saw some of these amazing
things this summer in India and
I’m reminded of the power of
God in the miraculous. I’m also reminded that the anti-supernatural
rationalism coming from both the
liberal and conservative camps impedes our ability to see what God is
doing for his glory, the gospel work
the enemy is dead set on upending.
In a spirit of prayer, epic faith
and lives of righteousness, let’s join
Him and see what wonderful work
he can do through us in our workplaces, our neighborhoods, our cities and indeed anywhere.
Dr. Corey is the president of Biola
University.
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BIKERS…
Continued from page 1
CMA was founded in 1975 after
Pastor Herb Shreve purchased two
motorcycles in hopes of patching up
the fraying relationship with his son.
“In 1974 while riding, Herb
went to a motorcycle rally and was
overwhelmed by the lost and dying men and women,” Alford said.
“God convicted Herb that this was
his new mission field and he began
praying with other Christians about
this great need.”
Ronald Batesole also saw the
need. Involved with prison ministry
since 1997, Batesole heard about
CMA during a 2007 Bill Glass Ministry event.
“It seemed like a natural extension to begin sharing the gospel
with bikers, since I was also a biker,”
he said.
Batesole, a resident of La Crescenta, now serves as president of
the Golgotha Riders chapter in San
Fernando Valley.
“Sharing Christ with people is
difficult, mainly because of our fear
of rejection,” he said. “Through
this ministry, I have seen men gain
confidence in sharing the good
news through participation in our
CMA activities at motorcycle rallies.
“Just approaching people, being
friendly and asking them about any
prayer concerns they have and then
praying for them, builds confidence
in the power of the Holy Spirit to help
one talk about spiritual things.”
While the groups share the basic
vision and goals for the organization,
each chapter has its own flavor.
“Some are well-known at one or two
local shops and bike nights and have
strong, long-lasting relationships with
clubs in their area,” said Alford, who
oversees the San Diego North County

Wings of Eagles, as well as Orange
County’s Calvary Riders and its racing
and off-road outreaches. “Another
chapter helps organizers at major local
events like Desert Heat, providing bike
blessings and a chapel service during
this large rally. A few chapters have
faithful men and women concerned
for motorcyclists who have ended up
in prison or that have been recently
released.
“Reaching out to this broader audience is stretching many of us. While it
takes courage to minister to a motorcycle club member, many of us have
built long-standing relationships with
these men and women after being at
the same events year after year.”
Alford said he was inspired to join
the ministry because of its national
outreach and the quality of its training
materials and outreach tools.
“Being active with CMA has encouraged me to take the gospel into all my
activities, whether work, church, or
hobbies,” he said. “I’ve been able to
use my hobby—motorcycling—as a
ministry. This has led me to encourage
others to do the same. While ‘Christian
motorcyclists’ stand out and seem a
little abnormal, it’s really just our way
of using our love of motorcycling to
build relationships and ‘earn the right
to speak’ among other people who also
love motorcycles. All Christians should
do this, whether in their workplaces or
in their children’s sporting activities
and schools, or in their hobbies.”
Desert and sport bikes
Although long associated with
cruise and tour bikes, ministry leadership has launched an intentional
campaign to start chapters catering
to owners of racing and dirt bikes.
“We just launched our first desert- and off-road-focused chapter in
San Diego County,” he said. “Christian riders and families that participate in desert riding, dual sport or

www.christianexaminer.com

Two San Diego chapters of the Christian Motorcyclists Association run informational booths at a local event.

motocross racing are encouraged
to join with us as we grow in this
ministry area.”
Additional off-road and sport
bike chapters are expected to form
in Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside counties.
“Almost 50,000 people go out to
the desert-riding areas most holiday weekends,” Alford said. “That
is like taking an entire suburban
community and relocating it, but
not the churches. So we are working on taking church to them—not
just to have meetings, but to reach
out to these riders and show them
that God loves them and that Jesus
died for their sins.” One of its signature events is the annual Run for
the Son fundraiser, which this year
generated nearly $800,000 for the
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Targeting youth
Like many well-established Christian
ministries, CMA is not only expanding
its outreach by welcoming newer models of cycles, it is also working to keep
the organization relevant to the next

generation by intentionally targeting
events that draw younger people.
“(It) has made us realize all
over again what Herb Shreve and
other CMA founders realized in
the 1970s,” he said. “If God doesn’t
open the door with other motorcyclists, all we are doing is converting
gasoline into forward motion.”

Southern California CMA chapters
While all CMA chapters support bike nights, church visits and poker/benefit rides, each chapter in Southern California has developed
some distinctive ministries:
Calvary Riders (Anaheim)
Teen Challenge ministry and organizing chapter for the International Motorcycle Show helmet and coat check.
Desert Riders (San Diego County)
A new chapter forming that focuses on off-road racing and desert
riding ministry and fellowship. Leads the Lake Elsinore Grand Prix
outreach.
Eternity Riders (Palm Desert)
Lead chapter for Chuckwalla Motor Speedway motorcycle racing
chapel and American Heat Rally.
Golgotha Riders (San Fernando Valley)
Prison ministry and outreach.
Gospel Riders (San Diego County)
Benefits both the Ride for the Kids and Down Syndrome Action
causes and their families.

We do not use dangerous drugs or surgery.
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King’s Disciples (Riverside County)
Coordinate annual Run for the Wall breakfast ministry and Teen
Challenge ministry.
Trinity Riders (Victorville)
Active outreach to clubs and riders in the High Desert area. Worship team and church visitation ministry, outreach to district off-road
racers.
Victory Riders (Inland Empire)
Lead chapter for WERA-West sport bike races at Auto Club Speedway, Fontana.
Wings of Eagles (north San Diego County)
Active in hospital visitation and prison ministry. Host chapter for
annual SoCal state rally.
For more information regarding meeting and ride times, check out
www.cmausa.org or e-mail Mike at cmasocal@cox.net.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF 168 FILM FESTIVAL/REMOVED

First-time actress Abby White, stars in a scene from “ReMoved.” The picture, produced by Carpenteria residents Nathanael
and Christina Matanick, took the Best Film award at the 168 Film Festival.

Carpenteria couple wins 168 Film Festival
By Lori Arnold
HOLLYWOOD — A Carpenteria
couple has won a film budget of up
to $1 million after earning top honors in the annual 168 Film Festival.
The couple, Nathanael and Christina Matanick, took the Best Film
grand prize with “ReMoved,” their
interpretation of Hebrews 12:2.
The annual Southern California-based film competition gives
filmmakers 168 hours to write and
film a project based on an assigned
Scripture.
“The depth of these films is astounding, especially considering
the short 168 hour production
window,” said 168 founder and executive director John David Ware.
“This is why the jury deadlocked
on five awards, including Best Film.
Only after a re-vote were we able to
discern the winner from the wondrous tapestries woven by these artists. My hat is off to them.”
The Matanicks’ film, written by
Christina, chronicles a young girl’s
journey through extreme hardship in the foster care system and
is based on the assigned passage
in Hebrews that explains Christ’s
motivation for enduring the cross.
In “ReMoved,” Zoe, played by
Abby White, navigates through the
shame and pain toward healing
and restoration, emerging with the

type of joy ascribed to Christ as he
sat down at the right side of God’s
throne after suffering on the cross.
In developing a script for the
competition the Matanicks decided
to focus on the foster care system.
“Nathanael and I were in foster
parent training and as part of that,
we watched a slideshow of sentences kids in care have said about what
they wish grown-ups knew about
how it feels to be a foster kid,”
Christina told 168 Film Festival.
“After that, we said to each other,
‘Wow, I wonder if we could make
our 168 film somehow tie into this
concept; what it feels like for the
child.’ So I did a bunch of research
on the emotional experience (and)
perspective of the child and then
when we got our verse, I started
writing the story and voice-over.”
To shoot the film, they solicited
the services of a young neighbor.
“She lived in a condo a few doors
down, and we had watched her play
guitar in our courtyard with other
friends,” she said. “Nathanael saw
her performance ability, plus her
personality seemed like it could
work on film, and he knew whatever film we made for 168, he wanted
to use her in it.”
Nathanael praised Abby for having
the courage to take on acting for the
first time and said he was grateful for
the opportunity to shed light on the

plight of foster children.
“So many hurting children in our
communities need just one person
to take the initiative to love them,”
he said. “We’re excited to see what
God does, and excited to continue
to follow Him.”
In the end, “ReMoved” earned
13 award nominations, with Nathanael also taking prizes for Best
Editor and Best Make-up and Hair.
“It all started in elementary
school after I watched ‘Jurassic
Park,’” Nathanael said. “I was, and
still am, obsessed with that film and
all things Spielberg.”
Without formal training, Nathanael said he’s relied on “tutorials online and mentoring under
filmmakers better than me.”
Ware launched the 168 Film Project
in 2003 to offer a faith friendly, valuesfriendly platform for filmmakers,
writers, actors who are interested in
creating stories for popular culture.
The prize money, guaranteed to
be at least $250,000, is provided by
event sponsor EchoLight Studios,
headed by former U.S. Sen. Rick
Santorum.
“I’ve always wanted to make
films, if I wasn’t doing film, I have
no idea what else I would be doing,” Nathanael said.
For more information, visit
www.168film.com.

Crystal Cathedral founder to start
treatment for esophageal cancer
By Lori Arnold
GARDEN GROVE — Dr. Robert H.
Schuller, founder of the former Crystal
Cathedral and the televised Hour of
Power Ministries, has been diagnosed
with esophageal cancer and is expected
to undergo life-saving treatment.
Schuller, who retired in 2006, was
diagnosed with a fist-sized growth after
a taking a fall earlier in the summer.
Doctors initially gave Schuller three
months to live because the cancer had
spread to his lymph nodes, according
to his daughter, Sheila Schuller Coleman, pastor of the Hope Center of
Christ. Coleman, who pastored the
Crystal Cathedral for a short time
between her father’s retirement and
a subsequent bankruptcy filing that
led to the church’s sale, announced
the preliminary diagnosis during her
Aug. 25 sermon.
Oncologists later extended that
prognosis, prompting Coleman to issue a statement on her church website.
“He is a good candidate for chemotherapy and radiation treatment that
could extend his life for another two
years,” said Coleman, who launched
her Orange County church after splitting from Crystal Cathedral.

In an interview with the Associated Press prior to the announcement of new treatment options,
Coleman’s sister, Carol Schuller
Milner, said her father “doesn’t
have a lot of energy” but has been
“very reflective, very peaceful and
truly beautiful.”
“He’s closer to heaven than he is
to this tangible world,” Milner said.
The remaining members of the
Crystal Cathedral relocated to St.
Callistus Church in July after the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange County bought the landmark
church out of bankruptcy in 2011
for $57.5 million, renaming the
iconic structure Christ Cathedral.
In addition to moving its regional
administrative offices to the former
Crystal Cathedral, the diocese also
relocated St. Callistus, in essence
swapping out the two churches.
With its move this summer, the Protestant congregation—now headed by
Schuller’s grandson, Bobby Schuller—
changed its name to Shepherd’s Grove.
“All of us at Hour of Power and Shepherd’s Grove Ministries are saddened to
hear of Dr. Robert H. Schuller’s recent
diagnosis of esophageal cancer,” a brief
statement on the church website read.

“Please join us in prayer for Dr. and
Mrs. Schuller, and the entire family,
as we respect their privacy.”
The senior Schuller, who turned 87
on Sept. 16, started his Orange County
ministry in 1955 at a Garden Grove
drive-in theater. As the congregation
grew, he continued his drive-in church
while opening a 300-seat chapel nearby.
After buying property that would eventually become the Crystal Cathedral,
the church was able to accommodate
500 cars for drive-up preaching. In
1980, after securing surrounding property, the landmark glass church was
dedicated for local church ministry as
well as the international Hour of Power
outreach, Schuller began in 1970.
The ministry continued building
on its local and international reach,
drawing as many as 20 million viewers, and producing popular Easter
and Christmas pageants that drew
thousands to each performance, but
a lingering recession and a series of
family spats brought on by the patriarch’s retirement battered finances
and attendance. The church filed for
bankruptcy in 2010.
The elder Schuller is the author
of 37 books, six of which were national bestsellers.

8 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • October 2013 IE

Don Quixote takes
LifeHouse stage
REDLANDS — LifeHouse Theater presents the Broadway classic
“Man of La Mancha,” a musical
presentation of a noble knight who
lives in a world of madness and cannot see that chivalry has died. Don
Quixote’s holy quest becomes a
mission of salvation to find compassion not for himself but for others.
The show runs weekends from

Enlarge your
territory.
Support a church-planting evangelist
to one of the 5,187 unreached
groups in Asia for $25 per month.

asiaharvest.org
ofﬁce@asiaharvest.org

Oct. 12 to Nov. 10.
Performances are 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 2:15 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays
and 2:15 p.m. Sundays. An interpreted presentation for the deaf is
set for Oct. 26.
Following “Man of La Mancha,”
the theater will present the Broadway classic “Scrooge,” beginning
Nov. 23.
The theater is located at 1135 N.
Church St.
More ticket information can be
found by visiting www.lifehousetheater.com.

Former CEO returns
to Assure clinic
MONTCLAIR — Assure Pregnancy Clinic has named Kerry Jepson its new chief executive officer.
Jepson returns to the position she
held from 1997 to 2005, when she
resigned to serve with Focus on the
Family’s Option Ultrasound program.
Jepson replaces Kirk Bauer, who
is leaving the post after seven years
to pursue God’s leading for devel-
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oping innovative services in the
pro-life movement.
Jepson, who still serves Focus on
the Family part-time, rejoined the
Assure staff in 2010 as its client services director, skillfully leading the
expansion and improvement of client programs.
Bauer will be recognized for his
service at the clinic’s annual banquet set for Oct. 12 at the DoubleTree Ontario Airport Hotel.
The clinic is located at 9675
Monte Vista, Suite G.
For more information about the
banquet, visit www.assurelife.org or
call (909) 621-4800.

Women on the Vine
gather for fall retreat
ONTARIO — Women on the
Vine will hold its Second Annual
Women’s Retreat Nov. 1 and 2 at
Hyatt Place Ontario.
Speakers for the event will be authors Rhonda Culton and Mishael
Arbuthnot. Their topics are “Tapping Into Your Gifts” and “Called to
be Your Own Boss.”
Culton is a professor of child development at the local community
college and serves alongside her
husband, Fabian, founding pastor
of Most Holy Place Community
Church in Lake Elsinore. Arbuthnot Is CEO of Well Heart Training
Center and co-founded the Adonai
Ministries Christian Center with
her husband, Beau.
Women on the Vine was established to “bring women together to
encourage, empower and motivate
one another” and is based on John
15:5.
The cost of the event is $45.
For more information, visit www.
womenonthevine.webs.com or call
(951) 378-4998.

Couples conference
planned in Moreno
MORENO VALLEY — A Joint
Together Inception Conference,
set aside for couples to unite, connect and rekindle the fire, will be
held 6 p.m. Nov. 8 at Moreno Valley
Ranch Community Association.
In addition to providing dinner,
event founders Dwight and Victoria Taylor will share a message
designed to promote holy, loving,
healthy and fulfilling relationships.
The cost is $40 per couple. This
is an adult-only event.
The association is located
at 16010 Rancho Del Lago.
For more information, call (951)
238-4329.

Youth seminar centers
on worldview

To beneﬁt
Rancho Damacitas Children’s Home

October 11, 2013
7:00 P.M.
TICKETS ON
SALE NOW!
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CHINO HILLS — RE:NEW, a
youth faith seminar focusing on
“the Christian Worldview” will be
held at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 18 at Calvary
Chapel Chino Hills.
The free event will feature Jack
Hibbs, the church’s pastor and an
expert in apologetics and culture.
In addition to his pastoral duties,
Hibbs serves on several national
executive boards, including Family
Research Council in Washington
D.C., a nationwide advocacy group
defending America’s faith, family,
and freedom.
According to the organizers the
event is designed as a “practical
exploration of the Christian worldview to awaken youth to the profound necessity of identifying and
properly stewarding the Christian
worldview in such a way that it is integral to their lives.”
The Walnut-based RE:NEW is a
youth community movement fo-

cused on living with purpose for
the glory of Jesus Christ. Its mission
is to partner with churches to challenge youth and young adults to
“re:new” their faith by equipping
them with the resources to know
more of Christ, providing a venue
for them to use their gifts to the full
extent of their Kingdom purpose,
and ultimately, encouraging them
to live with purpose.
For more information, visit www.
renewtheresponse.org/faithseminar.php.

Erik Estrada to attend
film screening
RIVERSIDE — Riverside Seventh Day Baptist Church will hold
a screening of the movie “Finding
Faith” at 6 p.m. Oct. 26.
Actor Erik Estrada, who stars in
the film, will speak after the movie
concludes.
The film features true stories and
experiences from law enforcement
officers with the Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force. The
film is family friendly and a faithbased production associated with
Liberty University and Thomas
Road Baptist Church.
The church is located at 5901
Chicago Ave.
For more information, visit www.
riversidesdb.org or www.findingfaithfilm.com.

God, while Teen Mania has effectively reached more than three
million teenagers over the past 25
years through its annual 30-plus city
Acquire the Fire tour.
For more information, visit www.
surgeexperience.com.

Dinner, show to benefit
Christian camp
HEMET — A Candlelight Dinner and Comedy Show to benefit
Idyllwild Pines Camp & Conference
Center will be held from 5 to 8 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Valle Vista Assembly of
God Church.
The show will include Travis
Crim, a Tuscaloosa native, and his
comedy team, Call-Sign Vesper,
which strives to bring the message
of truth to its audience with infectious enthusiasm.
“We’re firm believers in the fact
that laughter is one of God’s most
incredible gifts,” Crim said on the
event website. “You may even see
your neighbor on stage, as CallSign Vesper loves using local volunteer talent during the show.”
The show will also include a time
of live music.
Tickets are $30 for the dinner
and show or $10 just for the show.
The church is located at 45252 E.
Florida Ave.
For more information, visit www.
idyllwildpines.org/Community or
call (951) 659-2605.

Harvest Time planned at
Claremont to install
Glen Avon church
RIVERSIDE — Glen Avon Com- new campus president
munity Church and the Avon Gardens Event Center will host a Harvest Festival from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Oct. 19.
The free community outreach
will include a food court, live music, game booths, bounce houses,
activities for kids and a flea market.
The church is located at 9020
Hastings Blvd.
For more information, call (951)
203-5162.

ONTARIO — Mount Zion Baptist Church of Ontario celebrated
its 91st anniversary Sept. 13 with a
special worship service.
Founding members of the
church were recognized during the
event, which was expected to feature Pastor John Wells of Mountain
View Community Church in Temecula.
For more information on the
church, visit www.mtzionontario.
com.

CLAREMONT — The Rev. Dr.
Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan will be inaugurated as the seventh president of
Claremont School of Theology at 4
p.m. Oct. 23 on the chapel lawn.
The ceremony will feature Dr.
Tat-siong Benny Liew, from the
class of 1956 and a professor in New
Testament Studies at the College of
the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.
His topic is “Guess Who’s Coming
to Discourse? Thoughts on a More
Hospitable Theological Education.”
The installation will be preceded by a public lecture at 2 p.m. in
Mudd Theater.
Kuan, an ordained elder in The
United Methodist Church, has
served as dean of Drew University
Theological School since 2011. Previously, he spent nearly 20 years on
the faculties of the Pacific School of
Religion and Graduate Theological Union, teaching in the areas of
Hebrew Bible and Asian and AsianAmerican hermeneutics.
For more information, visit www.
cst.edu.

Two-event ‘Surge’ hits
national theaters

Church show offers
comedy for candy

RIVERSIDE — Acquire The
Fire and Teen Mania will present
“Surge,” a high-energy interactive movie theater event that fuses
music, comedy and inspirational
messages, creating a moment
where young people and those
who believe in them fill theaters
across North America. The event is
planned for Oct. 9 and 16.
The events will feature Ron Luce,
with music by the Newsboys, LeCrae, Casting Crowns and the Acquire the Fire LIVE worship band.
John Gray will also lift up the audience with motivating messages designed to empower them to make
a difference.
In the last three years alone, Acquire the Fire has partnered with
over 40,000 churches nationwide
to bring students a larger-than-life
experience with a larger-than-life

CORONA — Laughter for All
will host a free comedy show,
“Sweet Laughter Comedy Concert,”
headlining award-winning Comedian Nazareth, at 5 p.m. Oct. 25
at Crossroads and including food
trucks and other festivities.
The event will co-feature young
comedienne Taylor Tomlinson.
Guests are asked to bring a bag of
candy for admission.
Laughter for All is a non-profit
that strives to give Christians, who
have a desire to reach people for
Christ, an opportunity to invest in
God’s work by sponsoring and supporting comedy crusades around
the nation and abroad.
The church is located at 2331
Kellogg Ave.
For more information, visit www.
laughterforall.org or call (714) 3929596.

Ontario congregation
marks 91 years
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

OCT 1 • TUESDAY

OCT 12 • SATURDAY

Divorce Care. You don’t have to go
through it alone. 13-week seminar, Tuesdays, 7pm. CrossPoint Church, 6950
Edison Ave., Chino • (909) 606-9833,
crosspointcrcweb.org

“Rally for Righteousness” presented by
Concerned Women for America, 8:30am12noon. Foothill Family Church, Lake
Forest. Preregister by email to: cwaca@
ymail.com • (550) 789-6287

OCT 2 • WEDNESDAY
Women’s Connection luncheon with Tony
Hoffman speaking. 11am-12:30pm,
Calimesa Country Club, 1300 S Third
St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 797-3687,
(909) 795-2796

OCT 3 • THURSDAY
KKLA’s Impact ’13 Pastors Conference,
8am-2pm, Azusa Pacific University. Jim
Daly, K.P. Yohannan, Steve Mays, Doug
Fields, Frank Sontag and others • kkla.com

OCT 3-20
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat,” Center Stage Fontana,
8463 Sierra Ave., Fontana • centerstagefontana.com

OCT 3-6 • THU-SUN
RCCG Kings Assembly Shiloh 2013 Conference with Donnie McClurkin, Senyo
Bulla, Sarah Morgan, Tye Tribbett & more
speaking. Ontario Airport Hotel, 700 N.
Haven Ave., Ontario • (760) 684-8390,
rccghighdesert.org

OCT 4 • FRIDAY
“The Coming of the Kingdom: ‘Christianizing the World?” A lecture by Prof. David
J. Engelsma, emeritus professor of the
Theological School of the Protestant Reformed Churches. 7:30pm, Westminster
Seminary, 1725 Bear Valley Pkwy, Escondido • (951) 966-9506, hopeprc.org

OCT 5 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection.
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club,
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292
Community Outreach Ministries hosts
booth for 2nd Annual Paws 4 Law fundraiser, 10am-3pm. Calvar y Chapel
Murrieta School Fields, 24225 Monroe
Ave., Murrieta • (951) 698-7650
DELUGE, “Prepare to be Overtaken”
Evangelical Outreach with special guests
Greater Zion Voice of Destiny, Remnant of
Worship, Expression Dance Co & Stevie
Crooks & Friends, 4-7pm. Lake Perris
Fairgrounds, 18700 Lake Perris Drive,
Perris • (951) 657-4221, socalfair.com

OCT 6 • SUNDAY

th

5 Annual Walk for Life, registration
8:30am, walk 10am. Pomona First Baptist Church, 601 N. Garey Ave., Pomona.
By CHOICES Women’s Resource Center
• (909) 258-9273, saveababy.net
“It’s a ver y VEGGIE Birthday” with
Bob, Larr y & the VeggieTale crew,
3pm (doors open at 2pm). Skyline
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa •
transparentproductions.com
Assure Pregnancy Clinic hosts “The
Inside Story: Getting the Full Picture” annual Fall Banquet, 6:30-9pm. Doubletree
Ontario Airport, 222 N. Vineyard Ave.,
Ontario • (909) 621-4800, assurelife.org
Steven Curtis Chapman, “The Glorious
Unfolding Tour,” with Laura Story and
Jason Gray, Immanuel Baptist Church,
Highland • transparentproductions.com

OCT 12-NOV 10
“Man of La Mancha.” Fri 7:30pm;
Sat 2:15pm & 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm,
LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N Church St.,
Redlands, $7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

OCT 13 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up Fall Fest 2013 with NickdoG
& the Divide (6-week outdoor concert
series), 6pm. Packinghouse, 27165 San
Bernardino Ave., Redlands. Free • (909)
793-8744, thepackinghouse.org
Steven Curtis Chapman, “The Glorious
Unfolding Tour,” with Laura Story and
Jason Gray, Calvary Church, Santa Ana
• transparentproductions.com

OCT 18 • FRIDAY
RE:NEW, youth faith seminar “The
Christian Worldview,” 7:30pm. Calvary
Chapel Chino Hills • renewtheresponse.
org/faithseminar.php

OCT 19 • SATURDAY

Worship Leader Conference. Ocean
Hills Church, San Juan Capistrano.
B y Wo r s h i p L e a d e r M e d i a •
nationalworshipleaderconference.com

ASCEND 2013, women’s conference
with Nancy Alcorn, Jennifer Rothschild,
Deborah Pegues, Kathleen Cooke, &
Brenda Epperson-Moore speaking,
including panelists Mary Hudson, Kim
Dorr-Tilley & Lucy Nolan. 9am-4pm.
Bel Air Presbyterian Church, 16221
Mulholland Dr., Los Angeles. $50-60 •
ascendconference.org

Annual Respect Life Banquet, benefitting
Bir th Choice of Temecula, 5:309pm, Rancho Community Church •
birthchoicetemecula.com
VeggieTales Live! Happy Birthday Bob &
Larry Tour, 7pm. The Bridge Church, Murrieta • (951) 302-7597, 4kidsfirst.org

OCT 11-12 • FRI-SAT
Packinghouse Women’s Conference with
Kathy Hibbs, Nagmeh Panahi, Jean McClure, Sandy Hansen speaking & music by
Kim Hill & Chelsea Moon, 7pm. Packinghouse Fellowship, Redlands. Free • (909)
793-8744, packinghouseredlands.org

Freedom-Up Fall Fest 2013 with Savannah Moon (6-week outdoor concert
series), 6pm. Packinghouse, 27165 San
Bernardino Ave., Redlands. Free • (909)
793-8744, thepackinghouse.org

Senior Pastors & Leadership Workshop
with Dr. Craig & Darlene Ponder, “Upgrade
Your Church for Economic Success,”
10am-12noon, Embassy Suites Ontario
• 1-800-681-3284, kdievents.org

By Scholl Institute of Bioethics • (714)
963-4753, InternationalLifeServices.org

OCT 22-NOV 2

NOV 11-14 • MON-THU

Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Celebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome)
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714)
622-4002

Calvary Chapel Worship Leaders Conference 2013. Musical guests All Sons &
Daughters and Phil Wickham. Calvary
Chapel Conference Center, Murrieta Hot
Springs • ccwlc.org

OCT 23 • WEDNESDAY
Inauguration of the 7th president of
Claremont School of Theology, The Rev.
Dr. Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan. Chapel Lawn,
4pm. Claremont • cst.edu

OCT 25 • FRIDAY
Laughter for All hosts “Sweet Laughter
Comedy Concert,” featuring Nazareth,
5pm. Crossroads, 2331 Kellogg Ave.,
Corona. Free • (714) 392-9596, laughterforall.org
Cal Thomas, keynote speaker for
Pregnancy & Family Resource Center’s
Annual Fall Fundraising Event, 6:30pm.
Immanuel Baptist Church, Highland •
(909) 382-4550
City Outreach Concert, 7pm. Crossroads
Church, 2331 Kellogg Ave., Corona •
(951) 737-4664

Hillsong Conference USA. Nokia Theatre
LA Live, Los Angeles • hillsongconference.com/usa

The Bahnsen Conference 2013, “A
Christian Apologetics Conference on
Defending the Faith,” featuring Paul
Viggiano and others, Branch of Hope
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2370
W. Carson, Ste. 100, Torrance • (310)
212-6999, branchofhope.org

OCT 26 • SATURDAY
Prayer & Praise Worship Conference,
featuring Pastor Gwen Rose with music
by Ricky Bullard, Psalmist Florida White
and He Is My Dance Ministry. Hosted by
John & Beverly Heary and Turning Point
Int’l. Ministries. 9am-3pm, Doubletree
Hotel, 222 N. Vineyard Ave., Ontario •
(909) 930-9331, tpim.org

Freedom-Up Fall Fest 2013 with Jimmy
Needham(6-week outdoor concert series), 6pm. Packinghouse, 27165 San
Bernardino Ave., Redlands. Free • (909)
793-8744, thepackinghouse.org

NOV 1 • FRIDAY
Christian singles Motown Komedy
SLAMM, hosted by Mony B. Sharpton
(TBN) with comedians Gilbert Esquivel
and Jammin Jay Lamont. 7:30pm, Alpine
Village Center, 833 Torrance Blvd., Torrance. $25-$35 • spectaculareventz.
com

NOV 1-2 • FRI-SAT
Women on the Vine 2nd Annual Women’s
Retreat with Rhonda Culton & Mishael
Arbuthnot speaking, 6pm. Hyatt Place Ontario/Rancho Cucamonga. $45 • (951)
378-4998, womenonthevine.webs.com

NOV 2 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection.
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club,
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292

NOV 6 • WEDNESDAY

Harvest Festival with food court, live
music, game booths, bounce houses
& more, 11am. Glen Avon Community
Church, 9020 Hastings Blvd., Riverside
• (951) 203-5162

Women’s Connection “Wheelin’ & Dealin’
Country Fair” luncheon with Mary Nixon
speaking, 11-12:30pm. Calimesa Country Club, 1300 S. Third St., Calimesa.
$12 • (951) 769-3225

Idyllwild Pines Camp & Conference “A
Dinner & A Show,” 5-8pm. Valle Vista Assembly of God Church, 45252 E. Florida
Ave., Hemet. $10 (show), $30 (dinner/
show) • (951) 659-2605, idyllwildpines.
org/Community/

Switchfoot in concert, The Fonda, Los
Angeles • transparentproductions.com

“Murder at the Pirate Cove” Mystery
Dinner & Dance, 6pm-midnight (dinner/
dance), 8pm-midnight (dance). Don the
Beachcomber, 16278 Pacific Coast
Hwy, Huntington Beach. $40-50. By
Spectacular Eventz • (714) 622-4977,
SpectacularEventZ.com

NOV 11-16 • MON-SAT
“Global Call” School of the Prophets,
River’s Edge Church, 9271 Arrow Route
(Route 66), Rancho Cucamonga • globalcallschooloftheprophets.info, (626)
372-4163

NOV 22 • FRIDAY
About That Life: Young Adult Weekend
(ages 18-35) with workshops, faith
building exercises, bon fire, worship,
games & more. Lazy W Ranch. $110. By
Primm Tabernacle AME Church • (909)
542-8154, aboutthatlifeweekend.com

NOV 23 • SATURDAY
Stealth Euthanasia. Is your loved one
dying… or being killed? Biola University,
13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada. $25-45.

OCT 25-26 • FRI-SAT

OCT 27 • SUNDAY

OCT 7-9 • MON-WED

OCT 11 • FRIDAY

NOV 23 • SATURDAY (cont.)

OCT 16 • WEDNESDAY

OCT 18-19 • FRI-SAT

Acquire the Fire presents SURGE, combines a rock concert/comedy show/
youth rally into an interactive movie
theater event. In theaters nationwide
• SurgeExperience.com

NOV 9 • SATURDAY

The Heart Tour with The City Harmonic,
Shawn McDonald & The Royal Royal. Calvary Chapel, Murrieta • (951) 677-5667

Freedom-Up Fall Fest 2013 with Dominic
Balli (6-week outdoor concert series),
6pm. Packinghouse, 27165 San Bernardino Ave., Redlands. Free • (909)
793-8744, thepackinghouse.org

OCT 9 • WEDNESDAY

OCT 20 • SUNDAY

Riverside 7th Day Baptist Church hosts
“Finding Faith” the movie, 6pm. With
appearance by actor Eric Estrada. 5901
Chicago Ave., Riverside • (951) 6860545, riversidesbd.org

Acquire the Fire presents SURGE, combines a rock concert/comedy show/
youth rally into an interactive movie
theater event. In Theaters nationwide
• SurgeExperience.com
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NOV 8 • FRIDAY
Joint Together Inception Conference,
biblical view of marriage, 6pm. 16010
Rancho Del Lago, Moreno Valley. $40/
couple • (951) 238-4329, jointtogetherministry.eventbrite.com/
Winter Jam 2013 Tour Spectacular with
Newsboys, Crowder & Tenth Avenue
North, 7pm. Ontario • (909) 244-5516,
jamtour.com

2013 Church Sports & Recreation Outreach Conference, 8:45am-12:45pm.
Azusa Pacific University, 701 East
Foothill, Azusa. $20 • (626) 533-2802
squatro@apu.edu

NOV 23-DEC 19
“Scrooge.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands,
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

DEC 7 • SUNDAY
Christian singles Christmas Rotational
Dinner Dance, 6pm, Alpine Village Center,
833 Torrance Blvd., Torrance. $25-$35 •
(714) 622-4977, spectaculareventz.com
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection.
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club,
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292

DEC 9 • MONDAY
The Jubilee Christmas Tour with Legacy
Five, Greater Vision & Booth Brothers,
7pm. Liberty Baptist Church, 1000
Bison Ave., Newport Beach. $20-30.
By IMC Concerts • 1-800-965-9324,
imcconcerts.com

Nov 11-16, 2013
FACILITATORS

The 2013

Ken & Tonja Peters, James Goll, John Beneﬁel,
James Maloney, Gershom Sikaala,
Henry & Grace Falany, Fred Berry, Timothy Snodgrass,
A.L. Gill, Pastor Brad Alford, Bill Fowler, David Chun,
Peggy Cole, Meri Crouley, Bruce Cook, Mary Dorian,
Bill Hamon, Samuel Padilla, Rick Wright,
Pastor Gary & Debbie Hornsby, Kari Browning,
David E. Taylor, Dr. Bruno Caporrimo

Call to Gather the Apostles and Prophets – young
and senior – Throughout the Nations of the World

River’s Edge Church
Host Pastor Gary Hornsby
9271 Arrow Route (Route 66)
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
626.372.4163

www.globalcallschooloftheprophets.info

Christian Senior Living
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PERSECUTION…
Continued from page 12
Christians.
“I want to wake up Christians here,”
he said. “Don’t think Christianity is
ongoing; sometime maybe Christianity
will be stopped. A post-Christian nation
is coming to America, so maybe we’ll
be looked at as strangers.”
Yeh expressed concern that perhaps
Christians will be considered enemies
and something similar to what happened in China could happen here.
The question is: when the test comes,
can believers stand firm?
If they can, the doctor said he believes that America could see a revival of the Church similar to that in
China. According to Yeh, the Christians who suffered and died during
the Cultural Revolution were seeds
in the ground that spread the Gospel. He never imagined such good
coming from such chaos.
The Yeh Center of Natural Medicine is located at 195 North 2nd
Avenue in Upland, Calif. The book,
“Never Alone,” written by the Yehs
and their daughter, Janet, is available at www.yehcenter.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCHES FOR RENT

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Temecula: Sanctuary seats 299, five classrooms
and kitchen, Sunday PM and one night per week.
$1600 per month. (951) 308-1888.

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgﬁnney.com
Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

ATTORNEYS

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Religious sites for sale in Fontana, Yucca Valley, Jurupa Valley and others. Churches wanted LA, Orange,
SB, San Diego & Riverside Counties. Cash buyer
within 10 miles of West Covina. Urgent buyers for
Norwalk, Santa Ana, Stanton, Riverside, Los Angeles
and others. More religious sites available soon in
So Calif. See www.churchwanted.com for religious
property for sale or lease in So. Calif. Free consultation regarding your church value, potential share of
your building, relocation needs. Call Raphael Realty
213 999-9939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com.
If you’re a religious group, we can help. 30+ years
of experience. Members of CA and National Assoc.
of Realtors DRE#00713881.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have
buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist,
member of National and California Association
of Realtors. Need help? Call Western Brokerage
at (909) 822-2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330.
Email Henry@westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

BABYSITTING SERVICES

EDUCATION

Babysitting. Available nights and/or weekend.
Reasonably priced, have references. Janet Maltby
(909) 548-6425, (909) 438-4062.

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

BOOKS
The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” are explained
in the Bible, by God! Read the new book “Last
call? (Subtitled: A Christian Challenge to Atheists,
Agnostics, & Skeptics!) Information for Christians! A
challenge to non-Christians! See www.hisserv.com
for Web special price $6.00.

CHURCHES FOR RENT

HEALTH CARE
CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS
SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS
“Samaritan Ministries members
prayed for us and sent us the
$50,000 we needed to pay for our
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada.
My family’s monthly share is $315.”
Bruce G.

CHURCHES AVAILABLE
FOR SHARED LEASE
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary
seats 225, kitchen, classrooms, $2,500
per month
Rancho Cucamonga: Chapel seats
125, 3 classrooms and kitchen, $1,600
per month
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary seats
600, 3 classrooms, $3,500 per month
Upland: Sanctuary seats 125,
classrooms, $2,000 per month
FULL TIME USE:
Rancho Cucamonga: 3-room ofﬁce
for a pastor who needs an ofﬁce
away from home. DSL and all utilities
included. $900 per month
Call 909 987-9436 or 951 313-7972
Harold E. Miller - Broker
churchbroker@gmail.com

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,
call 888-268-4377 or
email info@samaritanministries.org

REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS
Real Estate Appraisals
Commercial, residential, apartments,
churches, industrial, ofﬁce, retail, land,
eminent domain, special-use.
25-years experience. State licensed.
First Metro Appraisals
Lee Walker MAI; 714-744-1074

VACATION RENTALS

California DRE License No 00403837

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
1
Cost: 1-10 Words
6
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each 11
additional word
16
Deadline:
18th of prior month

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

$7.25

17

18

19

20

$8.50

21

22

23

24

25

$9.75

26

27

28

29

30

$11.00

} $6

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

months

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name

Phone

Address
City

State

Please classify under:

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Zip

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California
Minnesota
❑ San Diego Co.
❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul
❑ Inland Empire
On-line
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Internet
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you
would like to “link” to your email address or
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per
month to your total cost.]

www.christianexaminer.com

IE

October 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 11

Indonesians hear God’s Word at festival despite Muslim threats
Christian Examiner staff report

PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER YOUNGREN/WORLD IMPACT MINISTRIES

CROWD: Despite threats and a forced relocation, several thousand people turned out for the Gospel Festival in Makassar,
Indonesia. The event was sponsored by Peter Youngren and his Escondido-based World Impact Ministries. Thousands more
watched via video in overflow rooms.

Outreach announces largest churches list
CARLSBSAD — Outreach Magazine
has released its 2013 Largest Churches
in America list. Sixteen California
churches make the roster, including
twelve from Southern California.
The largest church in California is
Saddleback Church in Lake Forest,
pastored by Rick Warren, with an average attendance of more than 22,000.
Despite its already large size, Saddleback was also listed in the Top 10
of the Fastest Growing Churches.
Other area churches include

Mariners Church, Irvine (#26)
with 13,567, The Rock Church, San
Diego (#29) with 12,864, Calvary
Chapel South Bay, Gardena (#50)
with 9,000, North Coast Church,
Vista (#51) with 8,906, Shepherd
of the Hills, Porter Ranch (#55)
with 8675, Crossroads Christian
Church, Corona (#57) with 8375,
Shadow Mountain, El Cajon (#69)
with 7,513, Water of Life, Fontana
(#89) with 6,371, and High Desert Church, Victorville (#90) with

Reasons Samaritan Ministries’ members
can help reduce your HEALTH CARE costs.

1
2

God answers prayers.

It’s really true. Members pray for other members who have medical needs,
and God answers those prayers. Fervent prayer is powerful and effective.

Share money goes for needs, not administration.

Members send their monthly share directly to one another –household to
household. It is not used for administrative costs, executive bonuses, stockholder
dividends, investments, or buildings. (Administrative costs are paid separately
through a $180* annual fee and start-up shares from new members.)

3
4

A Biblical lifestyle is healthier.

All members conﬁrm their belief in Jesus Christ and agree to live a Biblical
lifestyle, eliminating many unhealthy practices.

Members work hard to keep their own medical
costs down.

They know that seeking unnecessary medical services results in a larger burden
for other members.

5
6

Samaritan Ministries is a not-for-proﬁt ministry.

Samaritan Ministries is recognized by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service as a
501(c)3 religious, charitable organization. We exist for ministry, not for proﬁt.

God answers prayer.

From beginning to end, this ministry is dependent on God answering the
prayers of His people. He alone can provide for all of our needs. All of the glory
and praise go to Him.
* As of June 2012

The threefold ministry of Samaritan Ministries’ members:
Send a note.

Pay your share.

Always stay alert in prayer.

To request an info packet, call 888-268-4377
or email: info@samaritanministries.org
Visit us online at www.samaritanministries.org/intro
Follow us on Twitter (@samaritanmin)
and Facebook (Samaritan Ministries)

Biblical faith
applied to health care

6,313, Cornerstone Church of San
Diego, National City (#91) with
6,300, and Eastlake Church, Chula
Vista (#92) with 6,280.
The largest church in America is
Lakewood Church pastored by Joel
Osteen. The Houston, Texas, church
averages more than 43,000 weekly.
Only Texas, with 17 of the top
100, has more mega-churches on
the list than California.
All 100 churches on the Top 100
list have attendances exceeding 6,000.

ESCONDIDO — Despite threats
of violence, the revocation of an
event permit and interrogation
of an Escondido-based evangelist,
thousands of Makassar, Indonesia
residents were exposed to God’s
Word during the Gospel Festival
hosted by World Impact Ministries.
“This is what we live for, to make
Jesus known where people have
never had a chance to hear His
name,” said Peter Youngren, founder of World Impact Ministries. “We
are privileged to work with local
Christians in southern Sulawesi, as
well as people around the world
who are helping us to continue to
go to megacities, populated by unreached people groups.”
Since 2000, Youngren and his team
have conducted 26 festivals around
the globe. The team selected Makassar, a capital city located in southern
Sulawesi, because even though the
Bible and the Jesus film have been
translated into the Makassar language,
its 2.6 million residents remain largely
unchurched.
“Since arriving here I have come
to understand that the fear of demons is very big in the everyday life
of the Makassar people,” said Johan
Olehall, the Gospel Festival’s campaign director. “The good thing is
that they are fascinated about miracles and seeing people healed, as
they never experience this within
their Islamic religion.”
Olehall said all of the city’s
churches, mostly Chinese, assisted
in bringing the Gospel Festival to
Makassar.
“While there are four to five
hundred believers in total among
the Makassar people, there is no

Makassar church as such,” he said.
“These few believers are spread
into various churches with other
ethnicities.”
The festival was originally scheduled for a mammoth open field
that would have accommodated
hundreds of thousands of people
right in the center of their capital.
But after local Muslims protested
and threatened violence, the city’s
mayor revoked the festival’s permit.
The festival was relocated to a large
Chinese church, which removed its
2,500 seats to double the capacity by
offering standing-room only access.
Several thousand more people were
accommodated in overflow rooms with
video and parking lots with big screen
televisions.
In addition, the Gospel Revolution Seminar for pastors and leaders drew more than 1,300 people.
“Much excitement filled the venue as the revelation of the New Covenant message began to sink into
the hearts and minds of the attendees, a ministry news release said.
Because of the serious threats to
new believers, World Impact Ministries is working to develop “Prayer
Houses” in private homes where
born-again believers may continue
to wear their Muslim head coverings while at the same time they are
studying and learning more about
Jesus Christ.
“For centuries these people have
lived in fear of ‘spirits’ that they
believe have a direct influence on
their daily lives,” Youngren said.
“We believe that the Holy Spirit
will now reveal Jesus Christ to the
people.”
For more information, visit www.
peteryoungren.org.
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Could it happen here? Terror and turmoil turn into triumph
Upland doctor tells story of being
imprisoned for his faith in China
By Patti Townley-Covert
UPLAND — When dozens of Red
Guards smashed the door and burst
into his family’s three-story home at
9 p.m. on Aug. 24, 1966, Dr. Timothy Yeh said he couldn’t imagine
any good coming from the Cultural
Revolution. Armed youth representing Mao Tse-Tung “rushed into
our house like the flood of lava
from a volcano, screaming, ‘Down
with the bourgeois class.’”
High school students herded
31-year-old Yeh, his parents and
other family members into one
room and started ransacking their
home. For two weeks, the search
continued.
“Every cabinet, drawer, bricks,
tiles, they check it,” said Yeh.
They even dug up plants in the
yard.
According to Yeh, constitutional
protections were wiped out when
Tse-Tung established a total dictatorship. There was “no freedom of
religion, no Western contact, no individualism, no capitalism, and no
intellectual thinking.”
So the family watched helplessly
as the Red Guard plundered their
possessions.
“Nothing remained concealed
and nothing of value was left,” Yeh
said.
Even worse, the poorly educated
teens were determined to find political proof that could put Yeh in
jail. A highly respected doctor of
both natural and modern medicine, Yeh studied English, German,

Japanese and Chinese. With relatives in America, Yeh said, he’d also
applied twice to leave China. Now
these actions made him suspect.
Though the Red Guard didn’t
find any incriminating evidence,
the Yehs remained under constant
surveillance. At the time, Yeh said
that like so many Americans, he
thought he knew how to be a Christian. Everything had been easy,
then persecution came and everything changed.
The spiritual realm
Before the Red Guard invasion,
Yeh said, he prayed and read the
Bible like many raised as Christians.
He’d accepted Christ at age 15, but
“thought of God as so far away, high
up in the heaven. Faith was just an
idea—until Jesus revealed Himself
in a much more personal way.
“God really loved me,” Yeh said.
“He talked to me. I thought God
won’t be so close to you to talk to
you like that. So when I heard His
talking, I was surprised. Really? My
faith was true?”
Gradually trust in his personal
Savior and Lord grew. The family had remained in Shanghai, but
when Yeh’s mother was severely
beaten, he became determined to
find her a safe place. His friend,
Pearl, in Guan Zhou took them in.
According to Yeh, Pearl’s goodness
and courage convinced him to marry her, but five days after their small
ceremony, amid false accusations,
he was arrested. Yeh didn’t see his
wife again for almost three years.

Drs. Timothy and Pearl Yeh practice Western and “traditional” medicine in their Upland office. The born-again believers
suffered persecution in their native China.

Thrown into a small, hot concrete room with about 20 men, Yeh
said his space on the floor was next
to a sink used for human waste. At
first, Yeh said, he was angry at God.
“It looked like God is not righteous,
God is not just,” Yeh said. “So I started
to complain for two weeks.”
Then he realized complaining
didn’t work. Finally Yeh surrendered to his fate and asked God’s
forgiveness.
“My only hope is through you,” he
told Jesus. “I started to pray. Then God
gave me visions and words.”
Yeh said that, prior to his arrest,
he’d had a vision of Tse-Tung’s regime
coming to an end, but still managed
to worry himself into a frenzy about
his family and future. It was then that
“a strong voice came from above to
my spirit, saying “See no one but Jesus
only,” Yeh said.
The word gave Yeh great strength
and peace of mind.

From then on, Yeh said, he knew
Almighty God was with him, teaching and protecting him.
“That was a spiritual sweetness as
sweet as honey,” he said.
Shutting out depressing and
fearful thoughts, Yeh focused on
Jesus and began recalling the Bible
stories and hymns that helped him
worship God, even while being tortured and starved. Still, during the
33 months he was imprisoned, Yeh
regretted not having memorized
more Scripture and hymns.
A higher calling
While in prison, Yeh said he had
another encounter with God where
he was asked, like Peter, “do you
love me?” The young doctor cried
wanting to know why Jesus would
ask him that. In God’s response,
“tend my sheep,” Yeh recognized
the calling to become a pastor.
Yeh said it took many miracles to

get him released from prison, reunited with Pearl—who also holds
a doctorate in Chinese medicine—
and relocated to America.
In 1982, the Yehs opened the Yeh
Center of Natural Medicine in Upland, Calif.
“Now, the Yehs view themselves
as medical missionaries,” said Jonathan Blanke, marketing director
for the center. Using a combination
of Western and “traditional” (natural) medicine, Yeh has not only had
success treating autoimmune, immune and metabolic diseases, but
he also frequently shares the Gospel with his patients and has led
many to Christ. In addition, Yeh has
been a pastor for the Chinese congregation at the First Church of the
Nazarene for more than a decade.
Over the years, Yeh said, he has
spoken to thousands of American
See PERSECUTION, page 10
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