
San Diego County Edition

Vol. 30, No. 12 December 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

FR
E
E

For information about advertising, subscriptions, or bulk delivery, please call 1-800-326-0795

 page 7

Cal Thomas
Changing America 
by changing hearts

 page 2

Special Report
Church van safety: 
Why so many have died

 page 4

By Miles McPherson

If you accept the world’s view of 
Christmas you probably associ-
ate the annual holiday mostly 

with retail therapy and a jolly 
character that is well known for 
hanging out in chimneys. 

Why do we celebrate Christmas? 
Certainly it’s not to stimulate the 
American economy.

Sure, it is fun to enjoy a holiday 
fi lled with feasting, football, shop-
ping and sharing with friends and 
family. But despite the plethora 
of worldly distractions this time of 
year, there is something very sa-
cred about Christmas that deserves 
our attention and refl ection.

You’ve probably heard or seen 
the catchy phrase, “Jesus is the 
reason for the season.” What does it 
mean? For millions of Christians 
worldwide, there are three reasons 
why we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Jesus was born to fulfi ll 
promises and prophecies

Jesus’ birth fulfi lled more 
than 300 prophecies in the Old 
Testament. For example, Jesus was 
born of a virgin (see Isaiah 7:14 

and Matthew 1:18-23) in 
Bethlehem. We’ve heard 
this so many times we take 
this miraculous event for 
granted, but the signifi -
cance is more than a scene 
on a Christmas card.

Mary and her husband-to-
be Joseph had to trust God 
and believe what His angels told 
them about the child who would 
be called Immanuel, or “God with 
us.” Looking throughout all of 
Jesus’ earthly life, we can fi nd spe-
cifi c fulfi llments of what the Bible 
predicted would happen concern-
ing the Savior of humankind. It 
was all in the plan.

Likewise, God has a very specifi c 
plan and promise for your life. 

Jesus was born to bear witness 
to the Kingdom of God

Christ came to teach us king-
dom principles (Matthew 5:7), 
which are very different from 
worldly principles. Worldly prin-
ciples tell us, “Don’t get caught.” 
Kingdom principles tell us we’re 
already guilty and if we’ve thought 
about doing something, we’ve 
done it in the eyes of God, because 

He’s 
look-
ing at our 
heart. We 
all need Christ’s 
forgiveness!

For those who know Him, 
Christ gives hope of the kingdom 
to come and a sense of peace here 
on earth. 

Jesus came to implement 
God’s plan of salvation

Salvation through Christ is an 
eternal gift that will never fade. 
Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages 
of sin is death. Death was always 
the penalty of sin. Some sin may 
result in literal death; other sins 

lead 
to the 

death of something valu-
able in your life like innocence or 
a relationship.

Jesus Christ was born to die in 
our place. He gave His life so that 
we could have eternal life.

This Christmas you may receive 
many gifts. But even the shiniest, 
fastest, coolest, gifts will tarnish, 
break, or go out of style. 

Salvation through Christ is an 
eternal gift that will never fade. 

And 
one of 
the cool-
est things 

about 
this gift is 

that it gets 
better with 

time.
Accept the 

gift of eternal life 
through Christ this 

year and watch Him 
keep on giving. You will 

have an entirely new reason 
to celebrate the season, and His 
name is Jesus Christ.

If you already know Him, take 
time today to talk with someone 
you know about the true meaning 
of Christmas. That’s an inex-
pensive gift, with transformative 
power, which promises to bless 
both the giver and receiver.

Miles McPherson is the senior 
pastor of the Rock Church in San 
Diego.

The gift that keeps 
giving and giving

Christmas

The
True Meaning

of

By Lori Arnold

Black Friday came a little earlier 
this year, and with consumer confi -
dence showing small signs of resur-
rection, retailers are hoping for a 
much more profi table season than 
the past few years. There are plenty 
of choices for the more traditional 
gifts of Bibles, books, music and 
movies. Many options are also avail-
able for children and youth.

This year, we found an unusual 
gift idea in silk scarves and ties as 
part of a nod to America and Eu-
ropean cathedrals. Knickknacks are 
also a great option.

Fans of the spectacular stained 
glass and painted architecture of 

Gifts with purpose
Put inspirational items on your shopping list

See CHRISTMAS, page 10

American cathedrals now have the 
option of accessorizing home and 
apparel with some of the most fa-

mous features of the iconic struc-
tures, thanks to Christian Silks.

The silks are the brainchild of 
Angela Joy Coppola and were in-
spired by her visits to the cathedrals 
in Washington and London. The 
line includes a tribute to the Crys-
tal Cathedral in Garden Grove and 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.

“Part of the beauty of owning 
these gorgeous silks is to use them 
to create a sacred space in the 
home that is conducive to prayer 
and contemplation,” Coppola said. 
“As you can see from our website, 
these silks can also be worn in a va-
riety of ways.” 

Christian Silks offers colorful scarves 
and ties designed from the stained 
glass showpieces of American and 
European cathedrals.

Community
Muslim convert now 
shepherds churches, 
operates broadcast
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By Lori Arnold

YORBA LINDA — Mark and 
Cindy Smith were enjoying a late 
afternoon meal at a Southern Cali-
fornia restaurant, as was their habit 
during their annual summer vaca-
tions here. Their daughter Malori, 
a recent high school graduate, was 
enjoying the return leg of her 17th 
mission trip, this time to Mexico 
City. 

Her father’s phone rang.
There had been a crash near 

Monterrey, Mexico involving the 
passenger van that was carrying his 
daughter’s team back to Laredo, 
Texas. No more details were avail-
able, so Smith immediately booked 
a ticket to Monterrey. On their 
way to the airport the phone rang 
again.

“The pastor on the other end of 
the line said, ‘Malori died,’” Smith 
said. “We just stopped in the mid-
dle of the road and said, ‘OK now 
what?’ 

“It’s hard to let those words sort 
of sink in. What does that mean, 
especially for a Christian? We were 
worship leaders for 25 years. We fi g-
ure, hey man, we’re protected and 
Malori’s on the mission fi eld and 
she’s protected. Yet there it is: she 
died.”

Two others on the team were also 
killed in the June 30, 2002 crash of 
a 15-passenger van.

“(It) was on a smooth, clear, dry, 
straight road with no other traffi c 
on it,” her father said. “The left rear 
tire de-treaded.”

In the weeks after the crash, 
Smith discovered that there was 
a pattern with the extended vans. 
Early in their production cycle, au-
tomakers met rapid demand for the 

Popular church vans have propensity to roll, hundreds killed 

This Ford 15-passenger van, carrying musicians from Fair Oaks Presbyterian 
Church, rolled four times on Interstate 5 in Kern County on April 9, 2004, killing 
the driver and its front-seat passenger. The photo was used in a civil suit in 
which attorneys from the then-law fi rm Dreyer Babich Buccola Wood won a $73 
million verdict against Ford Motor Company. 

vehicles—there are an estimated 
500,000 such vans on the road—by 
either putting extended bodies on 
standard truck chassis or convert-
ing cargo vans for passenger use. 
With a right side aisle, the weight 
of the vans shifted to the left, rear 
tire. That weight, Smith said, causes 
tires to overheat, which separates 
the tread from the base of the tire. 
Eventually the remaining inner lin-
ing melts away.

“Once the rim is exposed it grabs 
on to any kind of asphalt,” he said. 
“It launched (the team’s van) into 
the air and landed on the right 
front side.”

Malori and one other girl were 
ejected, killing them. The third fa-
tality, a man belted into the passen-
ger seat, was crushed by the impact. 
Services for Malori were held in 

California and Colorado, where the 
family was living at the time of her 
death. A thousand people turned 
out to honor her.

“Not because we were popular, 
but because she was,” her dad said.

Several months before Malori’s 
accident, unbeknownst to Smith, 
the National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration issued its second 
advisory on the vehicles. 

“NHTSA research has shown that 
15-passenger vans have a rollover 
risk that increases dramatically as 
the number of occupants increases 
from fewer than fi ve to more than 
10,” read the advisory, issued by 
Jeffrey Runge, M.D., head of the 
NHTSA. “In fact, 15-passenger 
vans (with 10 or more occupants) 
had a rollover rate in single vehicle 
crashes that is nearly three times 

the rate of those that were lightly 
loaded.”

At least six more advisories have 
been issued for the 15-passenger 
vans over the years. The 2004 advi-
sory noted that a fully loaded van 
is about fi ve times more likely to 
roll than when the vehicle contains 
only a driver. 

Hundreds of rollovers
According to the 1982-2009 Fa-

tality Analysis Reporting System da-
tabase maintained by the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, 1,183 people were killed in 
740 fatal rollovers across the coun-
try. An additional 1,990 people 
were injured in those crashes.

Other factors complicating the 
safety of the vehicles include over-
loading the vehicles, loading cargo 
on roof-mounted carriers, lack of 
training by the drivers and manu-
facturer guidelines that require dif-
ferent air pressure for the front and 
rear tires. In addition, most states 
do not require a special license to 
operate the extended vans.

California, however, is an excep-
tion. Robert Turner, a retired su-
pervisor for the California Highway 
Patrol’s Motor Carrier Safety Unit, 
said state code Section 233 defi nes 
any vehicle that transports 10 peo-
ple, including the driver, as a bus, 
meaning a Class B driver’s license 
is required to operate the vehicle. 
The law also requires the driver to 
carry a current medical card.

Additionally, owners of such vehi-
cles are required to have an onsite 
visit known as a terminal inspec-
tion, at least once every 13 months. 
During the inspection, offi cials 
examine the vehicle and mainte-
nance and driver’s records. Operat-

ing a bus or passenger van without 
the inspection is a misdemeanor.

“If a church would go rent a van 
and use it … for a week or a week-
end or something like that, and 
they didn’t have a Class B driver in 
it, then they are not following the 
law,” said Turner, a 29-year-civilian 
employee with the CHP. “They are 
operating illegally.”

Any van that transports less than 
nine people is not monitored by 
the state.

“They are virtually unregulated 
as far as having to have a special 
driver’s license and all that,” he 
said. “They don’t need the inspec-
tion. They sidestep most of the 
regulations by getting down to less 
than 10.”

A church asset
Turner, a resident of El Cajon, 

said there are hundreds of church-
es using the vans in San Diego 
County alone. They are popular 
with churches because they are less 
expensive than hiring out buses 
and logistically easier than coor-
dinating multiple private vehicles. 
Universities also use them to trans-
port students for a wide variety of 
extra curricular events.

Two years ago, a cheerleading 
coach from California Baptist Uni-
versity was killed when the van she 
was driving to a cross-country camp 
in Mammoth was struck head on by 
a SUV that crossed over the center 
divide, The SUV, loaded with stu-
dent athletes from San Diego, hit 
another car before catching fi re 
and burning. Two students in the 
SUV were killed. The CBU van did 
not roll, and there was no indica-

See CHURCH VANS, next page
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— Special Offer —
Receive a $100 gift certifi cate towards framing with each giclee purchase of THE LAST SUPPER.

(average cost of framing $100-$300)

This Christmas…
wrap a bow around this unforgettable gift!

The Last Supper
by Francesco Caccianiga 1700-1781
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Never before available to the public
This beautiful rendition of THE LAST SUPPER was painted in 1725 by Italian artist 

Francesco Caccianiga who is considered to be one of the master painters of his time.

4 sizes to choose from:
 10"x15.5"

 16"x22"

 24"x36"

 36"x54"

Each size comes with a 
certifi cate of authenticity.

For information and pricing, visit 
www.TheLastSupperArt.com

Art World Gallery

Fine Art Canvas Reproduction 
The original THE LAST SUPPER painting is in the personal 

collection of the owner of Art World Gallery. Over the years he 
has enjoyed the piece and recently came to a realization that 
he should share the beauty of this painting with others. With 
today’s technology he has been able to produce fi ne art canvas 
giclee reproductions of this painting for you to give as a gift or 
to hang in your own home to enjoy the beauty and spiritual 
representation of “The Last Supper” for years to come.■ Flexible care packages tailored to meet your needs and lifestyle

■ Caregivers screened, tested, licensed, bonded, insured

■ LVN on staff: medication management, wound care

■ Transportation, errands, meal preparation, 
light housework

■ Specialists in Alzheimer’s, Dementia and 
Parkinson’s care.

858.270.1700 ■ www.sandiego.comforcare.com
4907 Morena Blvd., Suite 1410 · San Diego, CA 92117

You can count on ComForcare and you can count on our people

In-home Care Services 
to elderly and disabled 
clients and their families

Caring, compassionate, and professional. Serving San Diego / La Jolla since 2004

tion that the van’s design or tires 
contributed to that crash. 

Hundreds of other vans involved 
in similar accidents, however, have 
not fared as well and have fl ipped. 
A spokesman from the CBU de-
clined to comment for this story.

Although not the case in the 
CBU crash, a contributing factor to 
some of the crashes is unknown ter-
rain and inexperienced drivers. 

“A lot of times (van use) involves 
mountain driving and things,” 
Turner said. “The driver, I’m sure, 
has good intentions, volunteers 
and is a good driver, but sometimes 
they may get in over their head with 
mountain driving.”

In December 2004, three men 
were killed when a commuter van 
from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory plummeted hundreds of feet 
off the mountainous Angeles Forest 
Highway in the Angeles National 
Forest.

Turner, who said his passion for 
the bus industry began decades ago 
when he was involved in a bus min-
istry at his church, said he’s eager 
to get the word out to churches that 
are unknowingly violating the state 
vehicle code. He said a Reseda, 
Calif. congregation was forced to 
pay a $1.3 million settlement in a 
1982 crash in which the church was 
found negligent.

“By following all the laws and 
playing by all the rules, if some-
thing should happen—which we 
hope nothing ever does—you want 
to be able to not prove negligence 
in court, where the church would 
have to pay out a lot of money that 
would be better used for ministry,” 
Turner said. “Churches should set 
an example of doing things right.”

Van Angels emerges
As Mark Smith learned more and 

more about the safety record of the 
15-passenger vans, he started a web-
site called Van Angels to make the 
public aware of the issue. He moni-
tored other crashes and used in-
formation he gleaned from a class-
action lawsuit he and the other 
families fi led against Ford after the 
Monterrey crash. A portion of the 
undisclosed settlement was used to 
retrofi t numerous vans with dual 
wheels, which helps to stabilize the 
vans.

“It also creates redundancy,” 

Smith said. “So if a tire were to de-
tread or blow, you have double the 
wheels on there so you would have 
the opportunity to pull over at a 
safe level.”

Although federal authorities 
have continued to issue advisories, 
Smith said he believes the only al-
ternatives are to either retrofi t the 
vans with dual wheels in the rear or 
scrap the vehicles altogether.

“One time I had the head of the 
NTSB call me up,” said Smith, who 
now lives in Yorba Linda and works 
in the publishing industry. “They 
are the ones who investigate all 
these things and compile statistics 
and they pretty much were saying 
we’ve had no other warning on a 
single van other than this 15-pas-
senger van. So what can you do 
about this? They were asking me 
for help.”

Smith said he took the opportu-
nity to ask the administrator why 
the vans were still on the streets.

CHURCH VANS…
Continued from last page

Malori Aslan Smith, having recently 
graduated from high school, was one 
of three people killed in a van rollover 
crash in Monterrey, Mexico. The team 
was returning from Mexico City at the 
time of the crash.

Fatal U.S. crashes involving 
church/college passenger vans

Below is a partial list of fatal van 
crashes since 2000, as compiled by the 
Christian Examiner. Most of the vans 
on the list were 15-passenger vans, 
although some were smaller capacity ve-
hicles. Because of safety issues with the 
15-seat vans, federal law now prohibits 
schools from using them to transport 
students. Because of their size, the vans 
are popular with church groups. 

Tire related 
Sept. 8, 2012:  A Bradenton, 

Fla. teenager was killed on I-4 in 
Polk County, Fla., after she was 
thrown from the vehicle and suf-
fered massive head injuries. The 
girl and six other members of 
Journey Assembly of God Church 
were headed to a Christian rock 
concert in Orlando.  

Feb. 26, 2012: An 18-year-old 
man was killed when tire failure 
caused it to collide with another 
vehicle before sliding off of In-
terstate 96 and rolling in Kent 
County, Mich. The teen was one 

of 17 West African church mem-
bers traveling back home from an 
event in Grand Rapids. Several 
passengers were ejected. 

June 11, 2011: A 19-year-old 
was killed and at least seven oth-
ers were ejected when their van 
fl ipped on I-20 in Smith County, 
Texas. At least nine others were 
injured. The youth group, from 
Mount Sariah Baptist Church in 
Cotton Valley, La,, was returning 
from a water park in Tyler, Texas.  

Oct. 3, 2010: Four people died, 
and 15 others from Tabernacle 
of Prayer and Deliverance in 
Columbus, Ga., were seriously 
injured on Highway 27 when their 
van fl ipped, ejecting more than a 
dozen passengers. The group was 
headed for a revival in Qunicy, 
Fla. Among those killed was the 
church’s 35-year-old pastor. 

Sept. 18, 2010: Seven people 
from Joy Fellowship Christian 
Assembly Church in the Bronx, 
were killed and eight others in-

jured after their van rolled several 
times on the New York Thruway 
in Orange County. The church 
members were on the way to a 
banquet at the time of the crash. 

Sept. 9, 2007: A 38-year-old 
woman was killed and three others 
seriously hurt when their passen-
ger van overturned on Interstate 
20 in Lee County in South Caro-
lina. The van, owned by Prayer 
and Faith Temple in Hopkins, 
S.C., was carrying 17 passengers 
to a service when it crashed.  

April 9, 2004: Two people from 
the Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church 
musical youth group were killed 
and three others injured in a 
crash on northbound Interstate 
5 in Kern County, Calif.. The van 
was part of a convoy that included 
several buses that were returning 
home after a Southern California 
choir tour.  

July 20, 2002: Two college 

See VAN CRASHES, page 8

See VAN ANGELS, page 8
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By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Sohrab Ramtin spent 
much of his childhood and youth on his 
knees reciting his prayers while facing 
Mecca. In middle and high school, his 
religious teacher—the son-in-law of 
Ayatollah Khomeini—coached him in 
his studies of the Quran.

“The only one in the family that was 
practicing Islam was me,” Ramtin said. 
“I was very committed.”

His father, a journalist and CEO 
of a state-run television station, was 
a secular Muslim whose home study 
was packed with books on all sorts of 
topics. Described by his son as open-
minded, the father returned home one 
night with a Farsi version of the Bible. 
It arrived just as his son was reading 
about the “prophets” Jesus and Moses 
in the Quran.

“That raised my curiosity. I wanted to 
learn about them,” he said. “At that time 
I didn’t think of it as anything signifi -
cant. I thought it was only coincidence, 
but now that I can look back, I can see 
God’s hand and God’s providence.”

He delved in, trying to fi nd out more 
about the prophets.

“I couldn’t understand what’s going 
on because I had no background,” he 
said. “I didn’t know what was going on 
in the Bible.”

Over time, he found his way to the 
Old Testament, ultimately falling in 
love with the Psalms.

“The way that David would express 
his feelings so openly to God was amaz-
ing for me, and I wished that I could 
do that,” Ramtin said. “I had a problem 
because Islamic prayer is just a creed 
that you keep repeating facing toward 
Mecca. I wanted to have a (way) to 
express what is in my heart.”

He sought the counsel of his teacher, 
asking if there was a place in the pre-

scribed Islamic prayers where a Muslim 
can say his feelings to God. The teacher 
directed him to a random section of 
the prayer book.

“I think he was trying to get rid of 
me,” he said. “I don’t think there is any 
place in Islamic prayer where we can 
do that. I found nothing like Psalms 
expressing what’s in my heart.”

Still, he remained committed to his 
Muslim studies, even as he moved to San 
Diego after the Iranian Revolution. He 
enrolled at what was then Point Loma 
Nazarene College. 

“Even at that time they had a very 
good academic program,” Ramtin said 
of the campus that is now Point Loma 
Nazarene University.

His fi rst class was with Professor Ed 
Hoskins, a committed Christian who 
was also associated with the Naviga-
tors ministry.

“The Lord had put in his heart to 
reach out to the Muslims,” said his for-
mer student. “He was glad to have me 
in his class. He established a friendship 
with me. In a long run, in over almost 
a year, he shared the gospel with me, 
and (we) used to study different parts 
of the gospel, the life of Jesus, together. 
After a year, after studying the Bible 
for a year with my teacher, I prayed to 
give my life to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“I always say he chose me, not 
that I chose him.”

A heart like David
His newfound faith brought with it 

the revelation that he could, in fact, 
pursue God just as David had.

“One of the things that greatly 
changed my life when I came to know 
the Lord, was this intimacy and freedom 
to talk to God as your father and having 
a sense of security in understanding the 
true God,” Ramtin said. “It is a great 
change in a person’s life.

Former Muslim Sohrab Ramtin converted to Christianity while attending college 
in San Diego. He’s now a local pastor and adjunct professor at Southern 
California Seminary.

Muslim convert now shepherds churches, operates broadcast

“Many things had happened in my 
life. I was always seeking God, and I 
was thinking that, through my Islamic 
faith, I could reach God, but I always 
felt this sense, I always had a feeling 
of a burden of my sin. After I started 
reading the New Testament and the 
life of Christ, his teachings and his 
crucifi xion, it really touched my heart.”

Now he wanted to touch others.
While doing graduate work in phys-

ics at the University of Washington, 
Seattle, Ramtin decided to follow a 
new call on his life, moving to Illinois 
to attend Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School.

He returned to the place of his con-
version and in 1991 founded Iranian 
Christian Church of San Diego, which 
meets at Mission Valley Chapel. 

“The Lord blessed and the Lord 
provided the means to do that,” the 
pastor said. “I always say it is the Lord 
who plants the church, not us.”

Four years ago, the church started 
another congregation in conjunction 
with Shadow Mountain Community 
Church. That church meets at the Inter-
national Ministry Center in downtown 
El Cajon. For North County residents, 
the church offers a weekly Bible study 
at Bethel Baptist in Escondido. Ramtin 
is hoping the Bible study will eventually 
birth another congregation.

He is also an adjunct professor 
at Southern California Seminary, 
where he teaches Islamic studies.

Eyes on the homeland
In an effort to expand the reach 

of his ministry, Ramtin also has a 
weekly TV and radio ministry that 
is taped at a secret location and 
broadcast to the Middle East.

“One of our goals through 
these TV and radio programs (is) 
to preach the gospel, helping the 
Iranian people to come and know 
the Lord, helping Muslims come 
to know the Lord—and many have 
come. On the other hand, one of 
our goals is to disciple Christians 
and help them to start under-
ground churches in Iran.”

Under the current regime of 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, perse-
cution of Christians has steadily 
increased, and last March his ad-
ministration ordered churches to 
stop holding services in Farsi. Con-
tinued prayers are needed, Ramtin 

said, for the safety of Iranian Chris-
tians, their spiritual development 
and the spread of the gospel.

“Unfortunately, the behavior of 
the Iranian government has given a 
bad name to all Iranians, whether 
they are Christians or non-Chris-
tians,” he said. “The point I want to 
make strongly is the Islamic Repub-
lic, the government in Iran, does 
not represent the people of Iran. 
Christians are being persecuted 
badly inside Iran, but they are not 
the only ones. All people, even the 
Muslims, are being persecuted by 
the government.”

Although he takes common secu-
rity measures to protect the broad-
cast ministry, Ramtin said he has no 
fear in preaching the gospel. 

“I have a strong conviction in 
the sovereignty of God,” he said. 
“I believe all of us, we have a time, 
especially Christians. We are given 
a time, and we must use our time 
and our gifts for His glory. When 
the time is up, it is up, and there 
is nothing we can do. Nothing hap-
pens outside His will. I believe God 
is control.”

Muslim outreach
As the Christian world monitors 

the events in the Middle East, Ram-
tin said he believes last year’s Arab 
Spring and the region’s ongoing vi-
olence “is beginning to trigger the 
prophecy of Ezekiel 38.”

At the same time, though, he 
urges Christians to avoid the temp-
tation to vilify the entire Muslim 
community for the actions of a 
small group of radicals.

“This mentality or image of Mus-
lims that they are all like monsters 
or terrorists is wrong,” he said. 
“They are ordinary people who 
want to live a peaceful life, want 
to raise their children, send their 
children to school, to college, and 
have a normal life. God loves the 
Muslim. Jesus died for the Muslim, 
but Jesus hates Islam because Islam 
is not from God. I make no apology 
for that.”

Like his fi rst college profes-
sor, Ramtin said he is committed 
to showing others the redeeming 
power of Jesus Christ. 

“I encourage people, all Chris-
tians, to not be intimidated by Mus-
lims,” he said. “Reach out to them, 
share the love of Christ with them, 
share the proof of the gospel. God 
has brought them here for a pur-
pose, and it’s a perfect opportu-
nity for Christians to reach out to 
them.”

Three local Iranian outreaches
• Iranian Christian Church of San Diego, Mission Valley 

Community Chapel, 6964 Mission Gorge Road. Meets at 3 p.m. 
Sundays. Friday Bible studies 7 to 9 p.m.

• Iranian Christian Church of El Cajon, International Ministry 
Center, 389 Magnolia Ave. Meets 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning.

• Iranian Christian Church Bible study, meets from 7 to 9 p.m. Mon-
day at Bethel Baptist Church, 855 Brotherton Road, Escondido.

For more information, call (619) 583-8295. 

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California
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By Ron Prentice

SACRAMENTO — Despite the 
grueling work put in by passion-
ate people for the issues of family 
and life, the voting majority in 
California and across the coun-
try made a strong statement for 

the status quo in the November 
election. Although the past four 
years have seen the highest levels 
of unemployment and national 
debt, voters either didn’t trust the 
plans of Mitt Romney or believed 
President Barack Obama and his 
administration just needed more 
time to right the ship.

A new research study gives fur-
ther explanation to the results. 
The study, called the “Culture of 
American Families” and conducted 
by the Institute for Advanced Stud-
ies in Culture at the University of 
Virginia, sampled the perspec-
tives of 3,000 parents of school-
aged children. In addition, 101 
in-person interviews with survey 
respondents offered even more 
information on parent opinions 
and parenting practices.

From the study came four gen-
eral categories of family cultures: 
the Faithful (religious conserva-
tives), the Engaged Progressives 
(liberals), the Detached (cynics) 

and the American Dreamers (social 
climbers). One glaring statistic 
of the study should give serious 
doubt to claims of the existence of 
a “moral majority,” as the Faithful 
and their worldview, comprised 
only 20 percent of the population 
of the total sample. Voter turnout 
affi rms this.  

While the Faithful believe that 
morality is derived from a divine, 
external source to which they tie 
their practical hopes for the future, 
no other family culture group relies 
so heavily, or believes so assuredly, 
in the existence of absolute truths. 
For example, a fair percentage of 
the Detached and the American 
Dreamers may pay lip service to 
the same religious creeds as the 
Faithful, but when it comes to prac-
ticing them in their activities, their 
home life or church attendance, 
their genuine adherence to moral 
certainties disappears.     

Based on these categories of 
families and what is modeled within 
each of them, the results of Nov. 
6 should not surprise us. However, 
they should deeply concern us.

Breaking down the breakdown
As a general summary of elec-

tion results, nationally, President 
Obama received 62.6 million 
votes to Romney’s 59.1 million. A 
higher percentage (71 percent) 
of Hispanic voters favored the 

Election reveals work to be done to protect biblical worldview
Democrat ticket than in the previ-
ous two presidential elections. The 
Democrat Party retained its control 
over the U.S. Senate, and the Re-
publican Party retained its control 
over the House of Representatives.

Marriage amendments in the 
more liberal states of Washington, 
Maine, Minnesota and Maryland 
went to the proponents of same-sex 
“rights,” soon allowing homosexual 
couples to marry in those states—
with the exception of Minnesota, 
where an attempt was made to 
constitutionally strengthen tra-
ditional marriage’s defi nition, as 
Proposition 8 did in California. 

The view in California
In California, President Obama 

received nearly 60 percent of the 
vote, but his totals were down by 
2.7 million voters from 2008. Five 
incumbents of Congress lost their 
seats, three Republicans and two 
Democrats.

The winning statewide proposi-
tions include Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
measure to raise sales taxes on ev-
eryone and income taxes on those 

who earn more than $250,000 
annually. Brown’s initiative, Propo-
sition 30, was losing until the late 
counts came from Los Angeles and 
the Bay Area.

Proposition 32, which would 
have given union and corporate 
employees freedom from paying 
the portion of their dues that goes 
to political causes, was defeated. 
The people voted to increase pun-
ishment of convicted human traf-
fi ckers (Proposition  35), and the 
percentage in support, 81 percent, 
is the highest ever in the history of 
California initiatives. Also passed 
were higher taxes on multi-state 
businesses, in order to spend half 
of that new income on the creation 
of “green” energy (Proposition 39).

The Democrat Party gained 
enough seats in both the California 
Assembly and Senate to now have 
two-thirds majority—also known 
as super majority—power.

Truth still stands
If you hold a pro-life, traditional 

family worldview, you would likely 
be a member of the above study’s 

“Faithful,” and your hope for the 
future may be a little shaken, as ap-
parently your concerns are not yet 
felt or understood by the majority 
of voters. 

However, our ultimate hope 
must never be placed in a political 
candidate. On the election results, 
my friend Bill wrote, “What should 
we do? We must go back to the 
fundamentals; this isn’t about 
being on the ‘wrong’ or ‘right’ 
side of history. You either deal 
with truth, or the truth will deal 
with you.”

The better, broader promotion 
of timeless truth is the task now at 
hand. Clergy, church leaders and 
the faithful have been handed 
a very clear mandate from our 
culture: the biblical worldview has 
been given a backseat to apathy, 
evolving social norms and worldly 
gain. We are called to provide salt, 
and light, and hope, and truth to 
our “neighbor,” for the glory of 
God and the common good.   

Prentice is chief executive of-
fi cer of California Family Council.

Analysis

World News Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Six 
conservative leaders blasted Mitt 
Romney as a “weak, moderate” 
candidate and called for Repub-
lican Party leaders to resign a day 
after Democrats dealt the GOP a 
sweeping defeat in the 2012 elec-
tions.   Brent Bozell, the chairman 
of ForAmerica and founder of the 
Media Research Center, Marjorie 
Dannenfelser, president of the 
pro-life Susan B. Anthony List, and 
Jenny Beth Martin, national coor-
dinator for the Tea Party Patriots, 
were among the press conference 
speakers who laid “the epic election 
failure of 2012” at the feet of Re-
publican elites.  ConservativeHQ.

com’s Richard Viguerie identifi ed 
Republican National Chairman 
Reince Priebus, Senatorial Com-
mittee Chairman John Cornyn, 
Senate Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell, and House Speaker 
John Boehner as individuals who 
“should be replaced with leaders 
more in tune with the conservative 
base of the Republican Party. Like-
wise, in any logical universe, estab-
lishment consultants such as Karl 
Rove, Ed Gillespie, Romney senior 
campaign advisor Stuart Stevens, 
and pollster Neil Newhouse will 
never be hired to run or consult 
on a campaign again, and no one 
would give a dime to their ineffec-
tive super PACs, such as American 
Crossroads.” 

Conservatives call on GOP 
leaders to step down
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Mark Larson

Election tidbits all point nicely back to promise of Christmas

Publishers: Lamar & Theresa Keener

Managing Editor: Lori Arnold

Proofreading: Cassie LaFollette

Advertising: Scott Coyle

Calendar/Classifi eds: Brittany Keener

Copyright © 2012 Selah Media Group 

The Christian Examiner, formerly known as the Christian Times and fi rst established in 1983, is an in de-
 pen dent Christian news pa per pub lished monthly by Selah Media Group with an audience of Evan gel i cal 
Christians. It is available in fi ve regional editions throughout Southern California and the Twin Cities. All 
our regional newspapers are available without charge at Christian book stores, churches, and Christian 
businesses. Mail sub scrip tions are $19.95/year. The com bined press run monthly is 150,000 copies.

The Christian Examiner welcomes press releases and news of interest that is relevant to our readership. 
All unsolicited material is subject to the approval of the publishers and is not returned.

Viewpoints expressed in the Christian Examiner are those of their respective writers, and are not neces-
sarily held by the publishers.

Advertising in the Christian Examiner is open to anyone desiring to reach the Christian community. Reasonable 
effort is made to screen potential advertisers, but no endorsement of the publishers is implied or should be 
inferred. The publishers can accept no responsibility for the products or services offered through ad ver tise-
 ments. The publisher reserves the right to refuse any ad ver tis ing.

Deadline for submission of ad copy, calendar events, and articles is the 15th of the month preceding 
publication for the San Diego edition and the 18th for the other editions.

Address all correspondence to: Christian Examiner, P. O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021

Phone (619) 668-5100 • Fax: (619) 668-1115 • E-mail: info@christianexaminer.com

Advertising and Bulk Delivery Information 
(619) 668-5100 or 1-800-326-0795

EVANGELICAL
PRESS
ASSOCIATION

The year has fl own 
by, and now it’s already 
Christmastime again. 
Not a moment too soon, 
either, considering the 
year of non-stop elec-
tions, new challenges 
in all areas of life and 
plenty of fresh stress 
for all to share. I’m re-
ally ready to immerse 
myself into the joys of 
the season.

But fi rst, a little “year-end clearance” 
is in order. I need to get all those ran-
dom thoughts, ideas and irritations out 
of my head so they don’t get in the way. 
I want to ensure that nothing impedes 
my full appreciation of the holidays. 
For example…

• When did this year’s election re-
ally begin? About fi ve minutes after 
the last election? Seems like it, and 
the 2014 and 2016 elections will be 
here before we know it, Lord willing. 
If there’s one thing we can all agree 
on (in a bi-partisan manner) it’s that 
time really does fl y.

• In the seemingly endless months 
of campaigning, we learned a lot 
about what constitutes reality. Many 
of the country’s best “experts” were 
just fl at-out wrong in their predictions 
about the presidential sweepstakes, 
congressional races and California 
propositions. Turnout was under- or 
over-estimated. So was voter intimida-
tion and fraud in some areas.

• Since Nov. 6 we’ve also had a steady 
stream of news that might have infl u-
enced the election, had the revelations 
not been held off until afterward.  

• Something else we now know: We 
may be “over the cliff” as a nation. I’m 

not talking about the “fi s-
cal cliff,” but one that is a 
state of mind. For years, 
many (including the 
Founding Fathers) have 
warned that the time for 
America to worry was 
when citizens realized 
they can simply vote 
for free stuff. Huddled 
masses yearning to be 
freeloaders. 

We’re there. It’s no longer a 
theory. I still stand amazed that 
so many of my fellow Americans 
ignored facts and voted for them-
selves fi rst, country second… and 
probably not a close second either. 
In their quest for more absolute 
power, politicians have encouraged 
this, fanning fl ames of class envy 
and racial tensions and left us in 
this mindset. 

As a friend noted, “We appear 
to have shifted from a nation of 
achievers to a nation of beggars.” I 
pray that’s not the case, but the evi-
dence is mounting.

• On Election Day I was shocked 
to learn that one of the people 
working on my radio show had vot-
ed anything but “conservatively,” 
despite having several months of 
duty in-studio with yours truly. We 
talk about the news, facts and his-
tory daily. We feature some of the 
country’s best thinkers and leaders. 
But he still chose, in my opinion, 
poorly. Great guy, hard worker, yet 
determined not to face facts on cur-
rent events.

The person in question is a fi ne 
20-year-old community college stu-
dent. He is also a product of our 

educational system, warts and all. 
When I suggested he read some 
specifi c books in class to help un-
derstand important truths he an-
swered, “We don’t use books at col-
lege.. we have iPhones!” 

When I countered that I also 
have iPhones, iPads, you-Pads and 
still read books, it was as if I had spo-
ken in a foreign language.

The school textbooks we do have are 
out of date or have been so larded up 
with political correctness that history 
and common sense have been edited 
out. Context? What context? What 
matters, apparently, is this moment and 
how we “feel” about everything. It’s all 
fi ltered through “what’s in it for me.” 
In such an environment it becomes 
much easier to have selective memory 
or invent today’s “truth.”  When it’s an 
election year, voting for self is easier 
than ever. Such a view also makes a 
person vulnerable to being duped.

• My daughter shared the story 
of her friend who voted for Presi-
dent Obama only because “he gives 

me free contraception.” Another 
young woman, out of work for two 
years, wanted re-election because 
the incumbent leader would “help 
with my student loans.”

• Now, importance is gauged by 
our moods. It’s not only the young, 
either. Increasing numbers of 
Americans of all ages have learned 
to focus only on their needs alone. 
Patriotism hasn’t been held up as a 
virtue.  Success is something to be 
demonized.

The economic crash of 2008 and 
continuing recessionary pressures 
have intensifi ed this “all about me” 
view, and politicians have stirred 
it up to gain power or remain in 
power. A new generation assumes 
what we are experiencing and have 
experienced, in recent years, is the 
“new normal.”

Here’s their legacy: We are see-
ing a greater level of dependency in 
our land, and it’s a record. People 
have grown to believe everyone ex-
cept government is suspect, though 

they may have an exception for trial 
lawyers and unions bosses. 

The common view is that one must 
rely on, to trust … to nearly worship 
… government over all. That’s a very 
dangerous situation, and it will have 
lasting results long after the politicians 
who played the game are gone.

There is a hope
So, how do we put this “genie” back 

into the bottle? That may be impos-
sible. I pray that we get back to our 
foundational basics, but again time is 
fl ying. Every moment brings us closer 
to Christ’s return, and that brings us 
back to the wonder of Christmas.

Despite all of the messes we have 
managed to create in our world, noth-
ing is too big for God. When Jesus 
Christ was born on that fi rst Christmas, 
the world was already immersed in 
sin, needing salvation. The locations 
and costumes were different, but the 
nature of man was just like today, ripe 
for confession, repentance, forgiveness 
and renewal.

Only by embracing the joy of 
God’s greatest gift can we truly rise 
above the world’s problems and 
reach others … before it’s too late.

Larson is a veteran Southern Cali-
fornia radio/television personality 
and media consultant. His voice is 
heard on KPRZ 1210AM, and his 
weekday talkshow airs mornings 6-9 
on KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com.

Truth needed on homosexuality
With the passage of gay marriage 

laws, any resistance to the indoc-
trination of homosexual moral 
equality, especially in schools, will 
be considered bullying or hate-
speech. How can we oppose this?

Gay power depends on a well-or-
chestrated falsehood; the claim that 
sexual orientation is fi xed at birth. 
Most who believe this would not 
deny homosexuals “equal rights”—
including marital rights—simply 
because of an accident of birth. 
Such people support gay objectives 
out of compassion. If this falsehood 
can be exposed, this compassion 
crashes. 

Studies supporting an organic 
basis for homosexuality have a 
common fatal fl aw when juxta-
posed with gay ideology. Consider: 
After 22 years of marriage, a man 
left his wife to enter a gay relation-
ship. If, when she got married, the 
wife could not tell her husband was 
really gay, how could a researcher 
tell the “true” orientation of his 
subjects after a 15-minute interview 
and perform valid studies?  

Without the protective covering 
of “convincing” gay studies remem-
ber that the laws of evolution and of 
genetic succession are particularly harsh 
on any trait that prevents reproduction.

If homosexuality is not caused 
by organic factors, it can only be 
caused by a person’s choices, envi-
ronment and experiences. When 
this is clear to all, sympathy for ho-
mosexuality, and the gay power de-
pendent on it, will collapse.

Philip Irvin
Seattle, Wash.

Social justice contrary 
to the Word

It gives me great concern when 
great pastors like Jesse Miranda 
advocate social justice among their 
Hispanic communities (“Evangeli-
cos support focus on social justice, 
education,” October 2012). Social 
justice is certainly something God 

is concerned about, however, in 
modern day language social justice 
includes the concept of redistribu-
tion of wealth. Redistribution of 
wealth is government’s mandatory 
taking of a portion of someone’s 
earned income and giving it to an-
other to equally distribute wealth.   

Certainly, God’s word does not 
teach this. He instead says that he 
loves us all, no matter our station in 
life or our ethnicity, or our different 
gifts and talents he bestows on us, 
and he implores us to do the same. 
He says we should take care of the 
poor and downtrodden and help 
them, but in matters of justice, he 
does not want us to show them fa-
voritism (Leviticus 19:15). In other 
words, our giving to the poor should 
be voluntary, from the heart, just as 
we do with tithing, because we care 
and we want to help (Deuteronomy 
15:11). When you take what is not 
yours, you are stealing.

I am afraid we justify in our 
hearts and minds the concept of 
redistribution of wealth by fanning 
the fl ames of blame, jealousy and 
unforgiveness. 

Redistribution of wealth is the 
economy of socialism and the dic-
tate of communism. Socialism low-
ers the standard of living for all and 
hits the poor much harder, and his-
tory has proven that great human 
suffering results from communism.  

Cathy Richardson
Capistrano Beach, Calif.

Socialization is a dangerous path
America was founded on the 

principles of self-governing, as a 
nation under the God, where our 
freedoms and equal rights come 
from. America was meant to be spe-
cial with God ruling our hearts and 
minds to His glory.

It’s called a free people, with a 
small unobtrusive government and 
controlled by its’ citizens. Ameri-
ca’s people are to be self-suffi cient; 
responsible for their own work, 
money and property.

The media and big govern-
ment we have now have our purse 
strings and power. Tyranny seems 
to be having its way. The cards are 
stacked in tearing down America to 
become a submissive nation. Some 
people have sadly and wrongly, 
bought the idea that they should, 
can and need to be taken care of by 
the government.  

The indoctrination of these cul-
ture changes is setting us up for so-
cialization, which is evil, disastrous 
and will only lead to communism—
the ultimate goal of those who hate 
God. We all will know that God is 
sovereign. He wins and shows up 
in the eleventh hour. In God We 
Trust, our nation’s national motto, 
is very appropriate especially now as 
we repent of the many laws that we 
have allowed and to which we are 
subjected, even as they go against 
the laws of God.

We are to be a holy people, liv-
ing God-fearing lives. Let’s rejoice 
for all the many blessings we have 
enjoyed, and continue to trust that 
He will save us from this looming 
peril of enslavement.  

Mary Calgaro
Escondido, Calif.

Actress appreciates profi le story
Holy moly. I just found the amaz-

ing article Lori Arnold wrote after 
our September conversation the 
other month (“Acting out: Chris-
tian actress lands roles, uses them 
to inspire values discussions,” Oc-
tober 2012). It is so fantastic. The 
writing made me cry (seriously) 
and I got chills several times read-
ing it, too. Wow! 

I just wanted to thank you so 
much from the bottom of my heart 
about how amazing this story is. I 
think it’s my favorite article that 
anyone has ever written on me. She 
truly captured Jesus through her 
writing. 

God bless you!
Jenn Gotzon

Studio City, Calif. 

Only by embracing the joy of 
God’s greatest gift can we 
truly rise above the world’s 
problems and reach others…
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Frank Kacer

Cal Thomas

Changing America by changing hearts
“The color of the world is changing 

day by day.” -- “Les Miserables,” the 
musical

A look at the electoral map in-
dicates the Republican Party won 
in square miles. Unfortunately for 
them, electoral votes, not landmass, 
won President Obama a second 
term. Analysis from the Center for 
Responsive Politics estimated that 
total spending on federal elections 
would peak at nearly $6 billion, 
an all-time record. This spending 
included ads that carpet bombed 
swing states; yet we are still an al-
most equally divided nation. But 
America is rapidly changing.  

Historically, the losing party 
turns introspective and asks itself 
how to attract more voters. Some 
Republicans are suggesting that 
social issues be jettisoned and the 
GOP should become more like 
Democrats. Why, then, have two 
parties? Step one in a reform agen-
da would be to remove “old” from 
the GOP moniker.  

Conservatives can adapt to the 
cultural shift without compromis-
ing their principles, or they can 
retreat into a bunker mentality, lob-

bing rhetorical ordnance from pre-
vious generations, which has little 
power to persuade young people 
today.  

America is getting younger, but 
not wiser. We are increasingly secu-
lar, less interested in sacrifi ce and, 
apparently, we have more faith in 
government. I doubt that many 
people under 40 have ever served in 
the military, or even know anyone 
who has. The old “family values” 
appeal no longer works because for 
too many younger people the fam-
ily they value doesn’t resemble the 
one older Americans recognize.  

And there’s something else. The 
campaign against same-sex mar-
riage is over. Maine, Maryland and 
Washington state became the fi rst 
states to approve gay marriage by 
popular vote. Minnesota voters re-
jected a constitutional amendment 
to ban it. Six other states -- New 
York, Connecticut, Iowa, Massa-

chusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont 
and the District of Columbia grant 
same-sex marriage licenses. The Su-
preme Court might soon hear ar-
guments challenging the constitu-
tionality of the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which defi nes marriage as the 
legal union between one man and 
one woman. Conservatives might 
want to focus on strengthening 
their own marriages.  

With Mitt Romney winning just 
27 percent of the Hispanic vote, 
Republicans need a new strategy to 
attract Hispanics whose values mir-
ror those held by conservatives.  

Democrats appeal to human na-
ture. They know a growing number 
of people are becoming addicted to 
government. Democrats know that 
envy and greed are “deadly sins” 
that can be exploited for political 
gain. A new generation of have-nots 
needs to be taught that having not 
today doesn’t mean never having, 

and that if they em-
brace a set of princi-
ples and emulate suc-
cessful people, those 
now without much 
can earn a slice of an 
expanding American 
pie.

What to do
Now some advice 

for my distraught 
conservative evangelical friends. 
You made a valiant effort for the 
last three decades, hoping politics 
would advance another Kingdom, 
which your Leader said is “not of 
this world.” Don’t retreat; enlist in 
a better army with better weapons.  

The One you follow demonstrat-
ed a power superior to the state, the 
power to change lives. Employ that 
power. Each church and religious 
institution, each individual, can 
fi nd one poor family and ask if they 
want out of their circumstances and 
are willing to work for it, if a path is 
offered. One example: If a parent 
wants a child out of a failing public 
school, offer them fi nancial help in 
placing the child in a good private 
school. 

Feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, 
visiting prisoners, and 
caring for widows and 
orphans is not a social 
gospel that replaces 
God with government. 
That’s the view of the 
religious left. Rather, 
these behaviors serve 
the ultimate purpose 
of reaching the heart 

where real change takes place. And 
enough changed hearts lead to 
changed cultures.  

The government beast is starved 
when people become independent 
of it. This will require a transfer of 
faith in government, to faith in an 
Authority higher than the state and 
a Leader more powerful than any 
president.  

It will take time and investment 
of private resources, but it works 
and the results would be worth cel-
ebrating. We the people can still 
change the country in ways politics 
and governments never have and 
never will.  

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.   

Before you think I’ve completely 
lost it, let me say I was very disap-
pointed in the re-election of Barack 
Obama to the presidency, but I’m 
not discouraged. I don’t place my 
complete trust in any man, except 
the God-man Jesus Christ. And 
since I believe in a sovereign, holy 
God that orders the universe ac-
cording to His good pleasure, I can 
be assured the election yielded the 
result we as a nation deserve and 
we as a Christian community need. 
Consider the following:

Why are we shocked that God’s com-
mon grace is being withdrawn from 
our country? For the past generation 
we’ve legalized abortion on demand, 
glorifi ed homosexuality and irrespon-
sibly destroyed the fruit of our labor 
by fi scal lust (1 Timothy 6:10). Why 
would we think our nation deserves 
to be prosperous, strong, healthy and 
respected when our government has 
removed God (specifi cally Jesus Christ) 
from every niche of the public realm, 
while our culture and media constantly 

invent ways to promote 
sexual and moral impu-
rity while denigrating 
anything responsible, 
just, righteous or holy?

The consequences 
of the 2008 election 
were warning shots 
for those who cher-
ish the religious free-
doms our nation was 
conceived to protect 
and nurture.  For ex-
ample, consider the life-death mor-
al implications of government-run 
Obamacare or the rejection of re-
ligious conscience in medical deci-
sions, or the hostility shown toward 
any spiritual nurture being pro-
vided to our servicemen in harm’s 
way. Obviously, the ideology of the 
Obama administration is anathema 
to biblical truth or any attempted 
restraint on its use of power. 

Though there are grateful excep-
tions, spiritual darkness has taken 
control of much of our nation. And 

darkness, by its very 
nature, abhors any 
light (John 3:19-20) 
and rejects peaceful 
co-existence as an op-
tion. With large por-
tions of government 
in the hands of evil 
doers we can expect 
it to aggressively come 
after us—and come af-
ter us it will.

This year many 
Christians (and a few pastors) 
woke up, but many more never 
recognized the spiritual danger of 
another Obama administration. 
The reality is that an Obama sec-
ond term will seal the fate of tens 
of millions of unborn babies into 
the foreseeable future; it’s almost a 
certainty the old Fairness Doctrine 
will be resurrected to destroy con-
servative talk radio; personal gun 
ownership to protect our families 
will become much more diffi cult; 
and openly preaching God’s truth 

will be targeted as hate speech if 
it touches on homosexuality, abor-
tion, unconscionable debt or any 
other evil government declares to 
be good (Isaiah 5:20).  

A shakeup in order?
Don’t get me wrong, I’m very 

thankful for those willing to stand 
in the gap for righteousness and 
confront attempts to extinguish 
the truth and application of God’s 
word. But incredible numbers of 
churches continue to prefer their 
light remain under a basket (Mat-
thew 5:14-16) instead of using it to 
confront evil. We have a choice: we 
can continue to hide until wicked-
ness comes knocking at our door 
and we’re forced to confront it, or 
we can be outspoken for righteous-
ness and encourage pastoral lead-
ership to engage in the fi ght.  

This election may be what’s need-
ed to wake up and refi ne the body 
of Christ to once more assert its salt 
and light role for God’s glory, using 

the very weapons He has given us 
to use (2 Corinthians 10:3-6). We 
can either begin now to confront 
evil (Ephesians 5:11) and use our 
time, treasure and talents to expose 
ungodliness in the highest levels of 
power, or we can wait and be forced 
to do so under even more hostile 
conditions.

Elections have consequences, 
and this one may well be the tip-
ping point for the Christian com-
munity. May we return to our fi rst 
love (Revelation 2:4-5), may we 
gird our loins for the battles ahead 
(Ephesians 6:10-19) and may those 
pastors— who until now have only 
been spectators to the spiritual war-
fare around us—be emboldened to 
lead God’s people in the fi ght that 
will continue until our Lord returns 
(Revelation 22:20).

Kacer is executive director for 
the Christian Citizenship Council 
of San Diego. He can be reached 
at frankkacer@hotmail.com.

Refl ection: Why we needed the presidential outcome we got

…enough changed hearts 
lead to changed cultures. 

There is a lot of 
confusion about the 
term “social justice” 
these days, and it is 
now being promoted 
in our Christian uni-
versities. Social justice 
is not another name 
for good works. Social 
justice is another gos-
pel and has no place 
in a Christian univer-
sity or in the heart of 
any believer. 

A while back, I spoke with the 
student body president at Biola 
University and asked him what he 
was doing these days. He respond-
ed that he was writing a thesis pa-
per. I asked what it was about. He 
replied that he was writing about 
healthcare and why it should be 
available to everyone.

Then he sheepishly said, “Be-
cause I am starting to believe in so-
cial justice.” 

To redefi ne social justice as just 
doing good, loving and caring for 

the marginalized and 
resolving the injustic-
es of the world is a lie 
and a deception.   

I talked to an assis-
tant pastor of a large 
inner city church and 
told him I was con-
cerned that the social 
justice movement 
was coming into the 
churches. He said that 
he taught social jus-

tice and was excited to send me a 
book on it, called “The Little Book 
of Biblical Justice” by Chris Mar-
shall.

The book does not redefi ne so-
cial justice as doing good works, it 
defi nes social justice as “redistribu-
tion.” More troubling was that it 
belittles the need for animal sacri-
fi ces in the Old Testament (deny-
ing the need for a blood sacrifi ce) 
and puts down “retributive justice” 
in the New Testament (the need 
for a savior to take the penalty for 
sin). Instead of retributive justice, 

(punishment for wrong doing), 
it advocates for redistributive jus-
tice (government redistribution of 
goods and rewards). In the end the 
book calls for living in community. 
As always, as in the case of abortion 
and homosexual acceptance, liber-
als have to redefi ne terms to get 
others to join them. 

Social justice places government 
in the place of God, who is the pro-
vider and problem solver. It replac-
es the power of “individual redemp-
tion” by the blood of Christ with, as 
Barack Obama puts it, “a collective 
salvation,” redemption of society by 
an elitist, man-managed society and 
forced coercion. It is easy to see why 

God sees social justice as idolatry. 
And because it replaces God in 

society, God hates it. And those 
that have embraced social justice 
end up hating Christianity. History 
shows us that social justice socialist 
governments that seek to redistrib-
ute goods, as in Russia, China, Cuba 
and in Hitler’s Germany, always end 
up persecuting Christians and Jews. 
This is because their philosophies 
are based on atheism and a worship 
of man (or the earth). 

In fact, the only place in the Bible 
where social justice is found is with 
the concept of the anti-Christ who 
will redistribute the world’s food 
and goods through “a mark of the 

beast,” what some think will be a 
computer chip on the forehead or 
on the arm, giving everyone “their 
fair share.”    

God is not interested in giving 
everyone a fair share; he wants to 
bless those that love him. And he 
wants those that are blessed by him 
to bless others willingly with love in 
their heart. 

When it comes to the end times, 
the Bible warns God’s people not 
to be deceived. And social justice 
is the greatest deception of all, be-
cause it tries to mimic what God 
wants to do in the earth, love and 
care for people. 

Avila, a former board member 
at Biola University and the Santa 
Ana Unifi ed School District, is the 
founder of two non-profi t organiza-
tions that serve inner city low-
income, at-risk children and youth 
in Orange County, providing bibli-
cally based character education, 
academic tutoring and structured 
sports instruction. 

All jargon aside, social justice is just another false gospel 

Rosie Avila

Social justice places government 

in the place of God, who is the 

provider and problem solver.
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Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s verifi ed by Underwriters 
Laboratories Inc. to meet Certifi edFirst™ Network high standards 
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where 
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very 
satisfi ed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee* 
using products that have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a Certifi edFirst™ 
Network shop, and consider it done.

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.

Services include:

minor dings to major 
damage)

replacement

www.certifi edfi rst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

CHILD CUSTODY

~
33 YEARS OF

FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

1-888-FAMLAW-5

Law Office of

Patrick L. McCrary

www.californiachildsupport.com

Divorce and Property Division

& Support

Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a 
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

cheerleaders were killed in 
Birmingham, Ala. and others in-
jured when the van they were in 
overturned. The victims were all 
members of the North Carolina-
based Christian Cheerleaders of 
America. 

Sept. 24, 2001: Three Florida 
Baptist College students were killed 
on State Route 8 in Marianna, Fla. 
after the van rolled, ejecting three 
of its 11 passengers. According to 
Baptist Press, the group, members 
of a college “JAM (Jesus And Me) 
Team,” was returning from leading 
a youth worship service in Bristol, 
Fla. 

July 1, 2001: One person was 
killed and eight seriously injured af-
ter a van owned by Virginia Heights 
Baptist Church of Roanoke, Va., 
rolled on U.S. Route 220, near 
Randleman, N.C. The victim and 
three others were ejected. A total of 
10 passengers were injured includ-
ing at least three seriously. 

May 8, 2001: Four people from 
First Assembly of God Church, 
Burkburnett in Texas were killed 
on their way to an outlet mall in 
Gainesville, Texas, after the van 
rolled at least twice, ejecting seven 
passengers. Eight passengers sus-
tained serious injuries. 

Loss of control 
July 28, 2011: A church van carry-

ing 12 people from Destiny Church 
in Columbia, Tenn., rolled over on 
Highway 13 killing a 14-year-old girl 
and critically injuring three others. 

Authorities said the van, one of 
three in a convoy, was returning 
from an overnight concert event. 

June 22, 2011: Two adults and 
two children, in a van returning 
from a Bible study class at New Zion 
Baptist Church, were killed when 
the vehicle veered off of Louisi-
ana’s Highway 587 in West Carroll 
Parish, striking a culvert. Seven oth-
ers were injured, including two crit-
ically. The victims included a mom 
and her two daughters, 12 and 19. 

March 29, 2003: Five passengers 
were killed on the way to a religious 
retreat when their van overturned 
on Interstate 15 near Barstow, Calif. 
The van, carrying a Coptic Ortho-
dox youth group, landed on its side 
after 11 of its 14 passengers were 
thrown from the vehicle.  

Other driver error 
Sept. 16, 2012: Two people, 

including a youth director, were 
killed and 12 injured when the 
driver of an SUV crossed the center 
line and struck a church van head 
on along Chapman Highway in 
Tennessee. The van was transport-
ing youth from Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church when it went rolled and 
burst into fl ames. The driver of 
the SUV was allegedly under the 
infl uence of bath salts and now 
faces 36 counts, including vehicu-
lar homicide, reckless aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon, DUI 
and possession of drugs. 

Aug. 9, 2010: A cheerleading 
coach from California Baptist 
University was killed, and 12 stu-
dent athletes were injured after 
their van was struck head on by an 
SUV, full of track athletes from San 

Diego. According to the California 
Highway Patrol, the driver of the 
SUV lost control of the vehicle on 
Highway 395 before hitting the van. 
A third car was also involved. The 
coach was driving the van, one of 
three on its way to an athletic camp 
in Mammoth. Two students in the 
SUV also died after the vehicle 
caught fi re. 

March 26, 2010: Ten people 
headed to a Mennonite wedding 
in Iowa were killed on Interstate 
65 near Munfordville, Ky., after a 
truck crossed the median, and their 
van caught fi re. The driver of the 
truck, who was later determined 
to be using his cell phone at the 
time of the crash, was also killed.  

June 23, 2007: An adult and three 
teens died when a pickup towing 
a trailer collided with their van on 
U.S. 395, west of Barstow, Calif.. 
The remaining six passengers were 
also injured, including the victim’s 
husband, who was critically burned. 
The youth group, from First Pres-
byterian Church of Upland, were 
returning from a missions trip 
to Valley Presbyterian Church of 
Bishop.  

Weather 
Nov. 12, 2009: Three people 

from New Life Worship Center in 
Federal Heights, Colo., were killed 
and 15 others injured, four criti-
cally, when their church van rolled 
over on black ice on Interstate 84 in 
Oregon. The van, headed to Port-
land, was carrying 16 college-age 
students from the Rocky Mountain 
Masters Commission.  

Jan. 31, 2003: A 13-year-old boy 
was killed, and fi ve children were 

“He said, ‘Believe it or not, it’s 
the churches that are keeping this 
van alive. They will appeal and say, 
‘Hey, don’t tell us we can’t have this 
thing.’”

Smith said corporations and oth-
er larger groups that use the vans as 
fl eet vehicles are exacerbating the 
problem by unloading them after 
insurance companies began declin-
ing coverage because of their track 
record. As a result many churches 
have been able to purchase them 
cheaply.

“They blow them out and the 
churches then pick them up,” 
Smith said. “They think, ‘Wow 

what a blessing, I got a van for 
1,500 bucks.’ Most of these vans 
I call hand-me downs. Somebody 
in the church donates it to the 
church or a professional organi-
zation has to get rid of them so 
they’ll dump them on the mar-
ket.”

Maintaining a legacy
Maintaining the Van Angels web-

site has been cathartic in the years 
following Malori’s death. Early on 
in their grieving process, Smith 
said they had to consider how they 
would respond to the loss of their 
oldest child.

“We look at our lives, a little bit 
at that moment (when they learned 
of her death), like that fi rst half 
of our life ended and we began a 

new chapter,” he said. “A lot of de-
cisions had to be made about what 
that next chapter would look like 
the second half of our life. For us 
we decided to fi nd redemption in 
the whole thing.”

They did that by starting Aslan’s 
Army, a ministry that operates Bible 
schools in India, Africa and Mexico 
and reaches out to orphans, widows 
and schools. The nonprofi t car-
ries Malori’s middle name and is a 
tribute to her vision for missionary 
work.

“We fi gured one was taken off of 
the fi eld, so we funded 100 more,” 
her father said.

For more information about Van 
Angels and van safety, visit www.
vanangels.com.

VAN CRASHES…
Continued from page 3

VAN ANGELS…
Continued from page 3

Owner tips:
• Make sure the vehicle is properly maintained.
• Invest several thousand dollars in adding dual wings to the back to 

help stabilize the van.
• Follow operational guidelines of insurance company.
• Make sure all drivers are properly licensed for the vehicle and that 

they are fully trained and experienced in operating the van. Laws 
vary by state.

• Make sure the vehicle has the right sized tires, that they are in 
good condition and are infl ated to the proper pressure. Front and 
back tires may have different air pressure recommendations.

• Spare tires should not be used a replacement tires.
• Do not overload the van, and make sure the weight is evenly dis-

tributed when packing. Do not use rooftop carriers.
• Removing the back seat will not necessarily make the van safer.
• Consider using mini vans, which have a much higher safety rating, 

in place of using the passenger van.

Driver tips:
• Make sure special class license and endorsements are current.
• Be sure training is up to date.
• See that passengers are always wearing seat belts.
• Get adequate rest before driving.  
• Do not use alcohol or drugs, including prescriptions that cause 

drowsiness.
• Use trained relief drivers.  
• Avoid highway hypnosis by talking with passengers. 
• Schedule regular rest breaks. 
• Study maps and directions prior to the trip.  
• Do not eat while driving.  
• Do not use a cell phone or other electronics while driving.  
• Make sure sirens and other traffi c warning devices can be heard.
• Never leave the driver’s seat when the engine is running.  

Passenger tips:
• Be sure the seat belt is worn at all times and is properly in place.
• Remain seated at all times.
• Check doors to be sure they are closed.
• Load from front of the van fi rst.
• Avoid music or conversations that would distract the driver.

Factors that make vans unstable:
• The van structure is taller than the trucks for which the frames 

were designed.
• Passengers may be heavier than the recommended load.
• Seats are elevated above the vehicle fl oor, raising the center of 

gravity.
• If passengers are not restrained, they can slide on bench seating, 

shifting the weight load.
• Driver overreacts/overcorrects.
• Inclement weather. 

Tips culled from the National Highway Traffi c Safety Administration, 
Ehline Law Firm, Van Angels and “Fifteen Passenger Van Safety—
Recommendations on Best Practices for Commuter and Community 
Transportation,” Drs. Frederick Wegmann and Melany Noltenius.

Van safety checklist

injured when their 15-passenger 
van, used by their church, fi shtailed 
on wet pavement and rolled over in 
East St. Louis, Mo. 

Jan. 25, 2001: All 11 occupants 
in a Salvation Army van, on its way 

to take family members to visit in-
mates at correctional institutions in 
Dwight and Pontiac, Ill., were killed 
on Interstate 55 after the van slid 
out of control on an icy road and 
was struck a semi.   
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By James Cooper

Long ago, about 2000 years, when King Herod 
ruled Judea (now part of Israel), God sent the 
angel Gabriel to a young woman who lived in the 

northern town of Nazareth. The girl’s name was Mary 
and she was engaged to marry Joseph.

The angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Peace be with you! 
God has blessed you and is pleased with you.” 

Mary was very surprised by this and wondered what 
the angel meant. 

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, God has been 
very kind to you. You will become pregnant by the Holy 
Spirit and give birth to a baby boy and you will call him 
Jesus. He will be God’s own Son and his kingdom will 
never end.” 

Mary was very afraid but she trusted God. “Let it 
happen as God chooses,” she replied to the angel. 

Gabriel also told Mary that her cousin, Elizabeth, 
who everyone thought was too old to have children, 
would have a baby boy whom God had chosen to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

Mary said goodbye to her family and friends and 
went to visit her cousin Elizabeth and her husband 
Zechariah. Elizabeth was very happy to see Mary. She 
knew that Mary had been chosen by God to be the 
mother of his Son. An angel had already told Zechariah 
that Elizabeth’s baby would prepare people to welcome 
Jesus. He was to be called John. Mary stayed with 
Elizabeth about three months and then returned home 
to Nazareth.

Joseph was worried when he found out that Mary 
was expecting a baby before their marriage had taken 
place. He wondered if he should put off the wedding 
altogether. 

Then an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said: “Don’t be afraid to have Mary as your wife.” The 
angel explained that Mary had been chosen by God to 
be the mother of his Son and told Joseph that the baby 
would be named Jesus which means “Saviour” because 
he would save people. When Joseph woke up, he did 
what the angel had told him to do and took Mary as his 
wife.

Journey to Bethlehem
At this time, the land where Mary and Joseph lived 

was part of the Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor 
Augustus wanted to have a list of all the people in the 
empire, to make sure they paid their taxes. He ordered 
everyone to return to the town where their families 
originally came from, and enter their names in a register 
(or census) there. 

Mary and Joseph travelled a long way (about 70 
miles) from Nazareth to Bethlehem, because that is 
where Joseph’s family came from. Most people walked 
but some lucky people had a donkey to help carry 
the goods needed for the journey. Joseph and Mary 
travelled very slowly because Mary’s baby was due to be 
born soon.

When they reached Bethlehem they had problems 
fi nding somewhere to stay. So many people had come to 
register their names in the census, that every house was 
full and every bed was taken in all of the inns. The only 
shelter that they could fi nd was a stable or cave with the 
animals. 

In this poor place Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son 
of God. In those days it was the custom to wrap newborn 
babies tightly in a long cloth called “swaddling clothes.” 
Jesus’ bed was the manger from which the animals ate 
their hay.

Angels appear to shepherds
In the hills and fi elds outside Bethlehem, shepherds 

looked after their sheep through the long night. 
Suddenly an angel appeared before them and the glory of 
God shone around them. The shepherds were very, very 
scared, but the angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I have good 
news for you and everyone. Today in Bethlehem a Saviour 
has been born for you. You will fi nd the baby lying in a 
manger.”

Then many more angels appeared, lighting up the 
sky. The shepherds heard them praising God, singing: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to everyone on 
earth.” 

When the angels had gone, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem to see what has 
happened.”

So the shepherds went to Bethlehem and found Mary 
and Joseph. The baby Jesus was lying in a manger as they 
had been told. When they saw him, they told everyone 
what the angel had said and everyone who heard the 
story was astonished. Then the shepherds returned to 
their sheep, praising God for sending his Son to be their 
Saviour.

Wise Men see star
When Jesus was born, a brand new bright star 

appeared in the sky. Some Wise Men in faraway 
countries saw the star and guessed what it meant. They 
were very clever men that studied the stars and had read 
in very old writings that a new star would appear when 
a great king was born. They set out to fi nd the new king 
and bring him gifts.

The Wise Men followed the star towards the country 

of Judea and when they got to the capital called 
Jerusalem they began to ask people: “Where is the child 
who is born to be king of the Jews?” 

Herod, the king of Judea, heard this and it made him 
very angry to think that someone might be going to take 
his place as king. Herod sent for the Wise Men to come 
to him. He told them to go on following the star until 
they had found the baby king. He said: “When you have 
found him, let me know where he is, so that I can go 
and worship him.” But Herod did not tell them that he 
really had an evil plan in mind to kill the new baby.

The Wise Men followed the star towards Bethlehem 
(where it said that the king would be born in the old 
writings). It seemed to stop and shine directly down 
upon the place where Jesus was.

The Wise Men entered the house where they now 
lived and found Jesus with Mary. They bowed down 
and worshipped him. The Wise Men spread the gifts 
they had brought before Jesus. The gifts were gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

The Wise Men were warned in a dream, by God, not 
to go back to Herod. So they returned home to their 
countries in the East by a different way.

Flight to Egypt
When the Wise Men had gone, an angel appeared to 

Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” the angel said, “take Jesus 
and Mary and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 
for Herod is going to search for Jesus to kill him.” 

So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary during the 
night and they left for Egypt, where they stayed until 
Herod died.

When Herod realized that he had been tricked by 
the Wise Men, he was furious and he gave orders to kill 
all the boys aged two or younger in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding area. This was to try and kill the new king, 
as his plan to fi nd the location of the new king from the 
Wise Men had failed.

After Herod had died, Joseph had another dream in 
which an angel appeared to him. The angel said, “Get up, 
take Jesus and Mary and go back to Israel, for those who 
were trying to kill Jesus are dead.”

So Joseph got up, took Jesus and Mary and they went 
back to Israel. But when he heard that Herod’s son was 
now king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. So instead 
they went to Galilee, and lived in their old town of 
Nazareth.

Used with permission from www.whychristmas.com, 
one of the largest Christmas information sites on the 
web. James Cooper is a Christmas loving web designer 
from the U.K.

The Christmas 
Story
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Gentlemen, as a volunteer advocate, you can 
HELP these men and SAVE the unborn.

Call today to JOIN our team: 619.442.4357

Abortion Affects Men
Men waiting in abortion clinics feel a vast range 

of emotions. They fear for the woman’s health. 

They feel guilt about the abortion or the 

pregnancy. They have self doubt. They anguish 

and suffer in pain over the loss of their child. www.ecpcc.org

Have an empty bedroom?

Please call for information
Toll-free (866) 275-7534
Rancho Jireh
Foster Homes
www.ranchojirehfosterhomes.com

Jehovah Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” Genesis 22:14

Monthly fi nancial assistance available to individuals to 
help youth 18 - 21 transition into adulthood.

…and room in your heart 
to launch a youth into adulthood?

Each silk is boxed and features 
a photograph of the enclosed pat-
tern, a description of the art that 
inspired its design and the sacred 
site that houses the art.

In addition to the scarves and 
squares, the company offers ties 
and pocket squares to add a dash of 
color and sophistication for men’s 
apparel. The men’s wear is avail-
able in the Sacred Circle, East Rose 
Window and Tiffany Holy Spirit 
patterns.

For more information, visit www.
christiansilks.com.

Tina Wenke Advent calendar
Start a new family tradition with 

an Advent cal-
endar featuring 
a classic nativity 
scene oval by art-
ist Tina Wenke. 
The nativity 
scene is featured 
across the top 
of the calendar, 
which comes with 
dowel and cord 

for hanging. A gold star keeps track 
of the days as family members tuck 
it into the pockets at the bottom of 
the calendar to mark each day of 
advent.

The calendar is available on nu-
merous sites online, including www.
berean.com and www.christian-
book.com. 

Nativity Angel with Star Figurine
The cozy, home-spun feel of Jim 

Shore is packaged for Christmas in 
his Nativity Angel with Star Figu-
rine. At 7.5 inches tall, it features 
Shore’s trademark quilted look 
with calico-style fl owers. The an-
gel’s hand-painted gown boasts a 
rich red, purple and green pattern, 
and her wings have a red, blue and 
green detail.

The Heartwood angel fi gurine 
is made of stone resin and is 
available at www.familychris-
tian.com and other online 
sites.

Holy Family Musical Cross
A compact fi gurine that fea-

tures child models of Joseph, 
Mary and Jesus on the base, 
and accent scenes of Bethle-
hem inside the vertical arm 

of the cross, the 8-inch-tall musical 
fi gurine makes a great addition to 
any nativity collection. The Wood-
Works collection piece plays “Joy 
to the World,” while the words are 
written across the base. 

The piece is available through 
www.christiansupply.com and other 
online sites.

Holy Family Musical Glitterdome
The Holy Family Musical Glit-

terdome, one of numerous snow 
globes by the famous Fontanini 
brand, offers a classic look at the 
nativity in a 6.75-inch tall piece. 
It plays “Away In A Manger” and 
snows glitter when gently shaken. 

It may be purchased at www.fon-
taninistore.com and other online 
sites.

Bibles offer lasting, 
inspiring helps

Gaither Homecoming Bible
Legendary gospel songwriters 

Bill and Gloria Gaither, joined 
by some of their Homecoming 
friends, have created the Gaither 
Homecoming Bible, a 1,696-page 
collaborative effort that includes 

inspirational and 
insightful Scrip-
ture devotions, 
articles on be-
loved hymns and 
gospel songs, as 
well as Gaither 
classics and the 
inspiration be-
hind them; origi-
nal poetry by 
Gloria Gaither to 
enlighten and in-
spire; and quotes 
by greats of the faith. The Bible 
text is the classic New King James 
version.

“It is diffi cult to imagine sing-
ers, musicians, poets, and writers—
those who negotiate a fi ne lyric—
being more at home than in the 
pages of a Bible, with its warm mu-
sical heart, its lovely old voice, and 
its deep inward gaze,” said David 
Teems, one of the Bible’s featured 
contributors.

Teems is among a cast of con-
tributors including but not limited 
to Jeff Allen, Billy Blackwood, Terry 
Blackwood, Rebecca Isaacs Bow-
man, Sue Buchanan, Jason Clark, 
Kelly Nelon Clark, Kim Colling-
sworth, Lisa Daggs, Ann Downing, 
Jeff Easter, Sheri Easter, Bill Gaith-
er, Ernie Haase, Jeff Hawes, Judy 
Martin Hess, Connie Hopper, Dean 
Hopper, Kim Hopper, Lily Isaacs, 
Susan Jackson, Mark Lowry, Dony 
McGuire, Gary McSpadden, Ed 
Miller, Jim Murray, Janet Paschal, 
Destiny Rambo-McGuire, Reba 
Rambo-McGuire, Lynda Randle, 
Charlotte Ritchie and Russ Taff.

The Gaither Homecoming Bible 
is published by Thomas Nelson.

For more information, visit www.
gaitherhomecomingbible.com 

The Game Plan for Life Bible
The Game Plan for Life Bible, 

with notes by Joe Gibbs, reveals 
God’s perspective in a practical, 
engaging way. Gibbs, a former 
NFL coach who now owns 
a NASCAR team, writes 
realistic, accessible notes 
about God’s perspective on 
the everyday life issues men 
struggle with most. At 1,408 
pages, the hardcover NIV 
Bible offers tools to build a 
solid, God-honoring game 
plan for life.

Much of the information 
included in the Bible, pub-
lished by Zondervan, tack-
les answers to questions gar-

nered through a national 
survey commissioned by 
Gibbs. This research tar-
geted the everyday life 
issues that men struggle 
with most. From there, the 
authors worked to create 
an NIV Bible suitable to 
the “average Joe.”

 Some of the features 
include key articles from 
well-known experts in the 
areas of God, creation, fi -
nances, relationships, ca-

reer, vocation and other topics of 
interest to men. Also included are 
devotions from Gibbs, character 
studies of biblical fi gures who ac-
tually followed God’s “game plan” 
with suggestions for readers on how 
to follow it as well. Standard offer-
ings include book introductions 
for every book of the Bible, subject 
guide, reading plans, key questions 
and answers tied to the major ar-
ticles, and various study helps.

 “Winning the game of life is like 
winning in NASCAR or the NFL—if 
you don’t have the right game plan, 
you won’t succeed,” Gibbs said. 
“Like a lot of guys, I tried many 
‘game plans.’ None led me to true 
success and a couple ended in di-
saster. Not until I turned to the Bi-
ble did I gain the insights of God’s 
game plan for my life and experi-
ence true, eternal success.”

There is also has a companion 
devotional called “Game Plan for 
Life Chalk Talks,” which offers 40 
readings written by Gibbs. There 
are eBook and audio versions avail-
able of each product.

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

Pray the Scriptures Bible
Pray the Scriptures Bible by Min-

nesota pastor Kevin Johnson, is a 
fi rst-of-its-kind version that com-
bines the full text of Scripture with 
thousands of prayers.

In creating the 1,792-page Bible, 
bestselling author Johnson tapped 

into the pow-
er of biblical 
prayer by offer-
ing Scripture-
specifi c prayers 
written to be 
read and prayed 
alongside the 
Scriptures that 
inspired them. 
Johnson’s goal 
in creating the 
project is to help 

CHRISTMAS…
Continued from page 1
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readers pray with more confi dence, 
learn to apply Scripture to their 
lives and pray words they know God 
will hear.

The Pray the Scriptures Bible 
includes more than 4,500 new 
Scripture-specifi c prayers, a guide 
to praying the Scriptures, introduc-
tions for each book of the Bible, ar-
ticles based on major categories of 
prayer, index of prayers that appear 
in Scripture and a topical prayer 
guide.

Johnson has authored or co-
authored more than 50 books and 
Bible products.

Published by Bethany House, 
the Bible is designed for those who 
are interested in centering their 
prayers on the foundation of Scrip-
ture.

For more information, visit www.
bethanyhouse.com.

Wide array of book 
topics should please 
any reader

‘The Bible Questions’
Know someone who is need of a 

good dose of the Bible?
Dr. Hal Seed has partnered with 

InterVarsity Press and Outreach 
Inc. to create “The Bible Ques-
tions,” a new book that equips peo-
ple to love and study the Bible by 
answering the top 20 questions that 
people have about the Bible. Along 
the way it helps people understand 
the basics, develop a Bible-reading 
habit, learn how to study the Bible 
inductively, and in the end, 
it will challenge them to let 
the Bible master them. 

“When people read the 
Bible, they learn valuable 
virtues like honesty and in-
tegrity,” a news release said. 
“Their self-discipline and 
work ethic increases. They 
learn to love and put oth-
ers fi rst. People like that 
become better leaders and 
parents, but, it is clear that, 
as a nation, our Bible read-
ing is waning.”

For more information, visit www.
thebiblequestions.info.

‘Silent No More’
Contemporary issues such as 

same-sex marriage, sanctity of life, 
pacifi sm, defense of free speech, 
Islamic threats and the stealing of 
childhood as those issues relate to 
the church are among the topics 
explored in “Silent No More,” the 
latest release by theologian Dr. Mi-
chael Milton.

“Michael Milton’s book is an ur-
gent, relevant and powerful wake-
up call,” said Dr. John Blanchard, 
the award-winning author of “Does 
God Believe in Atheists?” “Every 
pastor should read it and encour-
age his church members to do so.”

According to Milton, the book, 
distributed through Tanglewood 
Publishing, is not a call for the 
church to become a political action 
committee, but a call to pastors 
and people to return to the biblical 
model of a shepherd guarding the 
sheep against any and all attacks 
which would hurt the fl ock.

“Pastors cannot remain silent,” 
Milton said. “Their solemn duty is 
to be that Watchman whatever the 
cost.”

In promoting that cause, Milton 
said taking action against the pow-
ers that oppose Christ and His king-
dom is a pastoral act of compassion 
that follows in the footsteps of the 
prophets, the apostles, the martyrs 
of the Church, the Reformers and, 
as is shown so often in the Bible, 
Christ Himself.

For more information, visit mich-
aelmilton.org.

‘The Bathroom Devotional’
The bathroom, the last quiet 

sanctuary in the home, is about 
to get a whole lot louder thanks 
to “The Bathroom Devotional,” a 
500-page book fi lled with 624 little 
known factoids which “would make 
a Presbyterian preacher’s wife 
blush and then secretly share it will 
all her friends.”

“The bathroom has always been 
an inner sanctum of peace and ref-
uge from the worries of the 
world; it’s like a personal 
prayer closet,” said Christian 
comedian Rich Praytor, one 
of the collaborators of the 
book. “Why not have a book 
where you can learn about 
your faith or just have a good 
laugh? But this book is not 
just for the bathroom; it’s for 
anytime and anywhere.”

Produced by Backdraft 
Media, the book includes sci-
entifi c facts that prove the Bible has 
been accurate for centuries, quotes 
from America’s founding fathers 
about faith and medical studies 
that illustrate how faith plays an im-
portant role in someone’s health.

For more information, visit www.
bathroomdevotional.com.

‘The End Times in 
Chronological Order’

The complicated details of Bible 
prophecy come together in a new 
book by expert Ron Rhodes, who 
offers an easy-to-understand yet de-
tailed chronology and explanation 
of end-times events in his new book 

“The End Times 
in Chronologi-
cal Order: A 
Complete Over-
view to Under-
standing Bible 
Prophecy.”

Rhodes al-
lows for various 
interpretations 
among Chris-
tians. Yet the 
sequence he de-
scribes is faithful 
to the biblical 

text, based on a literal approach to 
prophecy and held by many Bible 
scholars.

The chapters are arranged 
around the major end-times 
themes: the rapture, tribulation, 
millennial kingdom, and eternal 
state. Each chapter begins with a list 
of the specifi c events it covers, mak-
ing this an extremely user-friendly 
chronological guide to end-times 
biblical prophecy.

Rhodes, president of Reasoning 
from the Scriptures Ministries, is 
heard regularly on nationwide ra-
dio and is the author of “Bite-Size 
Bible Answers,” “Bite-Size Bible 
Defi nitions,” “Commonly Misun-
derstood Bible Verses” and” 5-Min-
ute Apologetics for Today.” 

The book is published by Harvest 
House Publishers.

For more information, visit www.
harvesthousepublishers.com.

30 Days More Dynamic 
Prayer Life 

Improving the believer’s com-
munication with God is the focus of 
“30 Days to a More Dynamic Prayer 
Life,” a new offering by John Frank-
lin, a former prayer specialist for 
LifeWay Christian Resources, who 
is a veteran speaker on prayer and 
spiritual awakening. 

“Communication in any relation-
ship is vital for it to keep growing 
and maturing,” a news release said. 
“The same principle is true for hav-
ing a relationship with God. He cre-
ated prayer as a personal, intimate 
way for us to connect with, talk to 
and listen to Him.”

The NavPress product presents 
the basics on prayer—such as focus-

ing on God, responding from the 
heart and seeking His kingdom. It 
offers both solid biblical teaching 
on prayer and practical helps.

For more information, visit www.
navpress.com.

‘Big Book of Christian 
Apologetics’

If someone you love has resolved to 
learn how to better explain their faith 
going into the New Year, “The Big 

Book of Christian 
ApologeticsAn A 
to Z Guide” is a 
comprehensive 
r e s o u r c e  d e -
signed to equip 
the reader with 
information to 
help defend and 
explain the Chris-
tian faith to any-
one, anywhere. 
Examining near-

ly every key issue, person and concept 
related to Christian apologetics, this is 
a helpful book.

The book, written by nationally 
recognized apologist Norman L. 
Geisler and published by Baker 
Books, helps to clarify diffi cult 
biblical passages, clearly explains 
various philosophical systems and 
concepts, examines contemporary 
issues and challenges, and offers 
classic apologetic arguments,

Geisler, who hold a Ph.D. from 
Loyola University of Chicago, has 
taught at top evangelical schools 
for more than 50 years and is adis-
tinguished professor of apologetics 
and theology at Veritas Evangelical 
Seminary in Murrieta. 

For more information, visit www.
lifeway.com.

Inciting Incidents
“Inciting Incidents,” a collabora-

tive effort by six-creative types who 
share their stories of managing 
the tensions between their faith, 
their place in life, and their work 
as artists, highlights the next gen-
eration’s battle between idealism 
and reality. The topics they cover 
include anxiety, leadership, creativ-
ity and perfectionism.

Compiled by Sarah Cunning-
ham, the storytellers share their 
journeys with life’s imperfections 
and diffi culties while attempting 
to pave the way for a better under-
standing of those moments that 
truly shape us.

Through the Moody Publishers 
offering, readers will be challenged 
to use their own art and their own 
life stories to fi nd their way in God’s 
Kingdom. The end result is that 
God has created each of us unique-
ly, and we each have a unique, 
growing part to play in His Story.

For more information, visit www.
incitingincidents.com.

‘These Are the Generations’
“These Are the Generations” 

chronicles the story of the Baes, a 
North Korean family that struggled 
to receive and share the gospel 
from generation to generation, 
through labor camps, prisons, in-
terrogations, and the greatest chal-
lenge of all: everyday life in North 
Korea. 

But don’t look for this book by 
the Rev. Eric Foley, founder and 
CEO of Seoul USA, in the nonfi c-
tion section.

Foley wrote the work, published 
by W Publishing, after meeting the 
Bae family while doing ministry 
work to bridge the Western church 
with Christians in Asia.

“In all my years of working to raise 
awareness about North Korea, I have 
never encountered a more inspiration-
al and complete story of generational 
faith and endurance,” Foley said. 

See GIFTS, next page
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The patriarch Bae—a former 
Christian prisoner in the North Ko-
rean gulag—told Foley that Chris-
tian inmates endure many hard-
ships, inhumane treatment and 
horrid conditions in prison. Even 
so, he asked the American pastor 
not to feel sorry for them since, 
“Prison is the best seminary train-
ing a Christian can get.”

For more information, visit www.
thesearethegenerations.com.

Music will make 
the heart sing this 
Christmas

Keith & Kristyn Getty
Keith & Kristyn Getty, considered the 

preeminent mod-
ern hymn compos-
ers of this genera-
tion, are back at it 
again with “Hymns 
for the Christian 
Life,” produced by 
Charlie Peacock 
(The Civil Wars, 
Switchfoot) and Ed 
Cash (Chris Tomlin, Kari Jobe).

The album explores such themes 
as work, family, money, community 
and social action, showcasing Irish 
melodies as well as American bluegrass 
and country music infl uences. A special 
feature of the album is a special 10th 
anniversary recording of “In Christ 
Alone.” Co-penned by Keith Getty and 
Stuart Townend, the new arrangement 
of the song features 27-time Grammy 
Award-winner Alison Krauss. Addition-
ally, bluegrass icon Ricky Skaggs joins 
the couple on “Simple Living (A Rich 
Young Man),” while Clannad’s Moya 
Brennan is featured on “A Mother’s 

Prayer.”   
For more information, visit www.

gettymusic.com.

Hillsong Chapel 
Hillsong Chapel, from the folks 

who have made a big name in big 
music for the past decade, has di-
aled it down with its new release 
“Forever Reign,” which was record-
ed live in March 2012.

“Forever Reign,” the second install-
ment of the acoustic and devotional col-
lection of favorite songs by the Hillsong 
team, features 12 carefully rearranged 
songs perfect for smaller gatherings 
and intended to help resource smaller 
congregations.

“We’ve ‘scaled back’ some of our 
favorite songs and some new ones, and 
we are getting a little more creative 
with our instruments and sounds, and 
I’m excited,” said Hillsong worship 
leader Ben Fielding. “While there isn’t 

a 15-piece band on the stage, 
it’s amazing what can be done 
with a few willing hearts.”

The song list includes 
“With Everything,” “Desert 
Song,” “Cornerstone” and 
“Beautiful Exchange.” 

For more information, 
visit us.hillsongmusic.com.

Francesca Battistelli
Dove Awards’ “Artist of the Year,” 

Francesca Battistelli, has released her 
fi rst solo Christmas album, “Christmas” 
on Fervent Records. The 11-track 
album  is comprised of some newly 
penned tunes and numerous classics, 
including “Have Yourself A Merry 
Little Christmas,” “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” “The Christmas Song,” 
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” and 
“Joy To The World.” The new songs, all 
co-written by Battistelli, are “Heaven Ev-
erywhere,” “Christmas Is,” “Christmas 
Dreams” and “You’re Here.”

“I am beyond excited about this 

Christmas album,” 
Battistelli said, 
adding “Christmas 
is my favorite time 
of year, and I hope 
that this album is 
one people want to 
listen to year after 
year.”

A Merry Little Christmas Pack-
age bundle includes the Christmas 
CD, an autographed CD insert and 
a Christmas is Jesus Pewter Orna-
ment.

 
Chris August 

Chris August’s sophomore release 
“The Upside of Down” is more than a 
metaphor. While recording the album, 
the singer-songwriter was injured in 
a serious skateboarding accident. 
According to his publicist, August 
returned to the studio with a renewed 
awareness and sensitivity as song after 
song began to have new meaning and 
importance.

His vision for the 14-track project 
was to write and craft songs that were 
purposeful, vulnerable and direct, not 
shying away from truth and not hiding 
meaning with metaphor.

“Even in the down part of life, I’ve 
had such intimate moments with 
friends being at my house and lifting 
me in prayer,” he said. “I’m really con-
necting with Christ on a new level. I 
couldn’t ask for anything else through 
all this!”

For more information, visit store.
warnermusic.com. 

   
Lincoln Brewster

“Joy to the World,” the fi rst 
Christmas recording by acclaimed 
worship artist Lincoln Brewster, 
headed into the Christmas season 
by spending its fi rst two weeks of re-
lease in the Top Five on Billboard’s 
Holiday Albums chart.  

Produced by Brewster, a Dove 

Award-nominated wor-
ship leader, multi-instru-
mentalist and songwriter, 
and Colby Wedgeworth, 
“Joy To The World” in-
cludes the fi rst single, 
“Little Drummer Boy,” 
featuring a guest appear-
ance by KJ-52; “Shout 

For Joy,” penned by Brewster, Paul 
Baloche and Jason Ingram; the 
worship favorite “Our God”; and 
new arrangements of such classic 
carols as “Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing,” “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
and “O Holy Night (Another Halle-
lujah),” along with the three-move-
ment instrumental, “Miraculum.”

For more information, visit www.
lincolnbrewster.com.

Inspirational movies

‘Clancy’
From veteran fi lmmaker Jef-

ferson Moore comes “Clancy,” an 
inspiring story of a child’s faith 
changing lives in the midst of 
harsh, unchanging circumstances. 

“Clancy shows the impact faith 
can have as it cuts across all our dif-
ferences,” said Moore, who wrote, 
directed and stars in the fi lm. “Clan-
cy is a little girl whose grandmother 
pours love and faith into her. De-
spite terrible circumstances—an 
abusive, addicted mother—that 
faith not only stays alive in Clancy, 
it helps bring a spiritually dead, 
homeless war veteran back to life.”

For more information, visit: 
EchoLight.com/clancy 

‘October Baby’
“October Baby,” which this spring 

tackled the hot-button subject of 
abortion on the silver screen, is now 
available on DVD. The fi lm uses sensi-
tivity, drama, romance and humor as it 
follows a young woman who discovers 
as a freshman in college that not only is 
she adopted—a fact her parents never 
shared—but that her physical ailments 
are from her surviving an attempted 
abortion as an infant. Upon making 
the discovery, she 
embarks on a Spring 
Break road trip with 
a mismatched set of 
friends and “fren-
emies.” 

It stars Rachel 
Hendrix, Jason 
Burkey, Jasmine 
Guy and John 
Schneider.

The novel of the 

same name, written by Eric Wilson, 
was released in September.

‘Undaunted’ 
A dysfunctional family life involv-

ing a violent alcoholic father and 
a sexually abusive worker on the 
family farm are recounted in the 
award-winning, “pull-no-punches” 
docudrama “Undaunted: The Early 
Life of Josh McDowell.”

Available on DVD, the story 
chronicles the deep scars in Mc-
Dowell’s young life, causing him 
to deny God’s existence. “Un-
daunted” showcases the dramatic 
spiritual transformation that occurs 
when McDowell faces his past head-
on and puts everything in God’s 
hands. Produced by Moonlit Pic-
tures, “Undaunted” is distributed 
by EchoLight Studios. 

Since 1961, McDowell has criss-
crossed the world sharing the gospel 
with the Josh McDowell Ministry under 
the umbrella of Cru (the U.S. division 
of Campus Crusade for Christ Interna-
tional). He has spoken to more than 
25 million people, through 26,000 
talks, in 125 countries. He has written 
or co-written more than 138 books. In 
addition, McDowell’s humanitarian 
relief efforts have sent more than $46 
million worth of aid to help children 
in the former Soviet Union. 

For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/undaunted.

Array of products 
available for children 
and youth

A Wobots Christmas
LiveBait Entertainment cele-

brates the holidays with “A Wobots 
Christmas,” an animated family 
fi lm with a message that inspires 
the misfi ts of the world to look past 
their own imperfections and em-
brace their God-given potential to 
do great things. 

“‘A Wobots Christmas’ will have 
children and adults alike cheering 

the adventures of an or-
phan boy and his band of 
misfi t robot friends,” said 
Benjy Gaither of LiveBait 
Entertainment. “It not 
only entertains but helps 
explain the real mean-
ing of Christmas with the 
encouraging message 
that ‘God doesn’t make 
junk.’” 

The fi lm follows the 
story of Zak, a friendless 

GIFTS…
Continued from last page
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boy with a challenging speech im-
pediment who doesn’t like Christ-
mas. On the run from a wacky 
scientist bent on taking over the or-
phanage, Zak and his new friends 
learn a powerful lesson about 
how Christmas started with a baby 
named Jesus—who grew up to save 
the world.

The movie is distributed by Echo-
Light Studios.

For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/awobotschristmas. 

Yancy’s Little Praise Party 
Little ones are sure to get their 

exercise with Yancy’s popular “Lit-
tle Praise Party,” a CD/DVD series 
for preschool age kids. The albums, 
“Little Praise Party: Happy Day Ev-
eryday” and “Little Praise Party: My 
Best Friend,” provide sing-along 
fun and worship for the young-
est generation, but it also appeals 
to the whole family. A companion 
DVD of animated videos for each 
song is also available. 

The product earned the vocal 
praises of Alpha Omega News, 
which called the DVD “a natural for 
Sunday school or VBS programs or 
home-based worship.”

“It’s an excellent tool for fami-
lies of preschoolers, and I would 
even say those up through third or 
fourth grade could have fun with 
this (and learn something at the 
same time),” the Alpha Omega re-
view said.

In addition to her pop and rock 
career, Yancy has teamed up with 

Standard Publishing for an exclu-
sive partnership to write and pro-
duce content for Standard Publish-
ing’s 2012 and 2013 Vacation Bible 
School. She’s also the recipient of 
About.com’s 2012 Readers’ Choice 
Award for Best Christian Indie Solo 
Artist. 

For more information, visit www.
yancynotnancy.com. 

The League of Incredible 
Vegetables

Vegetables have long been 
known for their nutritional value, 
but now they’ve been elevated to 
superhero status with the recent re-
lease of Veggie Tales’ “The League 
of Incredible Vegetables.”

Produced by Big Idea Entertain-
ment, the new DVD marks the fran-
chise’s fi rst-ever superhero themed 
DVD. Based on Psalm 56:3 (ESV) 
which says, “When I am afraid, I will 
put my trust in You,” the title helps 
teach a lifelong lesson in handling 
fear, one of the most requested sub-
ject topics by VeggieTales fans and 
families. The movie also includes a 
brand-new League theme song and 
music video by Grammy-nominated 
and Dove Award-winning group 
Newsboys. 

“Our VeggieTales heroes are 
unique in that they turn to God 
for guidance and assistance even 
though they possess some extraor-
dinary abilities,” said Greg Fritz, 
SVP Sales & Marketing of Big Idea 
Entertainment.

The DVD also introduces four 
new superheroes played by beloved 
VeggieTales characters Bob the 
Tomato, Petunia Rhubarb, Junior 
Asparagus and Mr. Lunt, all with hi-
larious superhero abilities. 

For more information, visit www.
veggietales.com/league.
Read and Share Bedtime 
Bible and Devotional

Parents will be able to tuck their 
children into bed with extra assurance 
thanks to the 200 Bible stories and 50 
devotionals offered in the “Read and 
Share Bedtime Bible and Devotional” 
by Thomas Nelson.

The 656-page Bible is designed 
for boys and girls ages 5 to 10 and 
features memory verses, songs, ac-
tivities, prayers and discussion start-
ers.

In keeping with the quality of 
the Read and Share line, which has 
sold more than one million prod-
ucts, the text and art of the Bed-
time Bible were carefully evaluated 
for accuracy and age-appropriate 
topics, its publicists said.

“(It’s) ideal for young families 
who are looking for tools to help 
teach their children about sharing 
God’s love and who want to make 
the most of the time they spend to-
gether,” the media kit said.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.

Rock Solid Faith Study 
Bible for Teens 

Published by Zondervan, the 
Rock Solid Faith Study Bible for 
Teens is designed for today’s youth 
who often feel un-
certain about their 
world and are won-
dering about their 
future during a 
time of economic 
upheaval, spiri-
tual confusion and 
normal adolescent 
struggles. Rock 
Solid Faith Study 
Bible for Teens 
provides a fi rm 
foundation with 
features that show 
God is unchanging. 

At 1,664 pages, the Rock Solid 
Bible examines truth, principles, 

promises and God’s plans, and it 
highlights stories of unshaken peo-
ple who lean on an unshaken God.  

For more information, visit www.
zondervan.com.

I Will Tell the Truth and 
Be Careful What I Say

Lessons on telling the truth and 
saying you are sorry are highlight-
ed in “I Will Tell the Truth and Be 
Careful What I Say,” a 90-minute 
video featuring two stories from the 
beloved Hermie & Friends series by 
Max Lucado. 

Together, the stories “Flo the 
Lyin’ Fly” and “The Flo Show Cre-
ates a Buzz” illustrate how God de-
sires that his people choose their 
words carefully.

In “Flo the Lyin’ Fly,” the garden 
bugs grow tired of Flo’s fl ood of 
fi bs. Like the little boy who cried 
wolf, Flo thinks it’s fun to tell sto-
ries that aren’t true—until her lies 
catch up to her. 

In “The Flo Show Creates a 
Buzz,” things don’t go as expected 
when Flo gets her very own TV talk 
show. After insulting every guest 
on her show and embellishing the 
truth to boost ratings, Flo realizes 

she owes them an apol-
ogy. Flo learns that words 
are very powerful and 
saying you are sorry can 
make all the difference.

For more information, 
visit www.thomasnelson.
com.

Yellow Roses
“Yellow Roses,” an 

Emmy Award-winning 
documentary by Mike 
Edwards and Larry Mead, 
offers a raw look into the 

issues today’s girls face.
Among the topics explored by the 

DVD are cyberbullying, abuse, peer 

pressure and unattainable expectations 
of beauty and success. The stories are 
presented by real young women from 
diverse backgrounds who talk candidly 
about their experiences through eye-
opening interviews that not only reveal 
the intense pressures they endure but 
also foster heartfelt, open discussion.

Through the discussions, the 
fi lmmakers are able to show that 
roses grow out of thorns and that in 
beauty and new life, there is hope.

A DVD Leader’s kit and a student 
book are also available.

For more information, visit www.
navpress.com.

Precious Moments: My 
Christmas Bible Storybook

Thomas Nelson brings Christmas 
to children all year long through its 
Precious Moments: My Christmas 
Bible Storybook, a 34-page board 
book that uses sweet stories, songs, 
prayers, Scriptures and the signa-
ture illustrations from Precious Mo-
ments to help children understand 
and celebrate the wonders of Jesus’ 
birth.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.

Prank Star Unleashed
Tim Bugbird’s Prank Star Un-

leashed is the latest Prank Star title 
for pesky pranksters everywhere. 
The book, for boys and girls ages 5 
to 10, features jokes, doodles, and 
fi ll-in fun. Packed with good-na-
tured and simple jokes designed to 
make even the most tolerant adult 
groan, the 96-page book from Make 
Believe Ideas is perfect for kids to 
share with their friends and family. 
Mischief has never been this much 
fun. Includes a fun fake ketchup 
packet for pranksters to use in their 
practical jokes.

For more information, visit www.
thomasnelson.com.



14 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • December 2012 SD www.christianexaminer.com

Christmas under 
the stars in Santee

SANTEE — The Creation and 
Earth History Museum will host 
its second annual Christmas Night 
Under the Stars on Dec. 14 from 5 
to 9 p.m.

Russ Miller from Creation Minis-

tries, who teaches on Microscopic 
Man and Astronomical God, will 
speak at 6:30 p.m. 

Other activities include the “Star of 
Bethlehem” movie, star exploration, 
Christmas carolers, nativity petting zoo, 
hot cider and cookies. The movie will 
be shown at 5 and 8 p.m.

The museum bookstore will also 

EMMANUEL FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH
639 E. Felicita Avenue (E. 17th Ave. at Encino Dr.)

Key Seasonal Highlights:

: The Wonder of Why He Came . . .
The Glory of How He Will Return
All Concerts will be held in the EFCC Worship Center

Free admission. A limited number of tickets may be available. Call (760) 781-2134. 
Childcare will be provided through age 5 for all concerts.

Family Christmas Eve Services
  2, 3, 4, & 5 p.m.

There will be no childcare for the December 24 Christmas Eve services.

More Events for Adults
and Families at a Glance: 

Children’s Choirs Christmas Musical
A Rockin’ Royal Christmas: A Higher Calling to a Higher King

 6 p.m.
Worship Center

 6:30 p.m.
Family Center (Gym)

Resonate 
 7 p.m.

EFCC Chapel

at Emmanuel Faith Community Church

Tom Cantor, owner of the Creation and Earth History Museum, enjoys the 
carolers as he welcomes guests to last year’s Christmas Night Under the Stars. 
The annual event is set for Dec. 14.

Disney theatre organist Rob Richards will be featured at the Dec. 2 Christmas 
Celebration at Trinity Presbyterian Church.

Christmas organ 
concert

SPRING VALLEY — A Christ-
mas Celebration featuring Disney’s 
theatre organist Rob Richards and 
Nashville gospel pianist Alex-Zsolt 
will be presented at 2 p.m. Dec. 2 at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church.

A pre-concert luncheon will be 
served at 11:45 a.m. with entertain-
ment by vocalist Melvin Crawford.

The church is located at 3902 
Kenwood Drive. 

Tickets to the concert are $20, or 
$25 for the concert and luncheon. 
Children’s tickets are $5 for those 
10 years old and younger and $10 
for ages 11 to 18. 

For lunch reservations, visit www.
trinitypres.org or call (619) 465-
3011.

C. S. Lewis Summer 
Conference

SAN DIEGO — The C. S. Lewis 
Summer Conference “Living the 
Legacy: The Vision, Voice and Vo-
cation of C.S. Lewis” will be held 
June 19 to 23 at the University of 
San Diego.

Sponsored by the C. S. Lewis 
Foundation, the event will com-
memorate the 50th Anniversary of 
author C.S. Lewis’s death. It is the 
fi rst of several events to be hosted 
in 2013 and 2014 in Houston, Ox-
ford and Cambridge. 

Although many details have yet 
to be formalized, the conference 
will feature a wide range of noted 
C.S. Lewis scholars and performing 
artists.

For more information, call 1-888-
275-3947.

Creation conference 
comes to SCS

EL CAJON — Southern Califor-
nia Seminary will host its 

Creation Conference 2013 Jan. 
28 and 29 in the main sanctuary 
of Shadow Mountain Community 
Church.

This year’s theme is “Why Ori-
gins Matter.” The sessions for the 
free event will be 6:30 to 9:15 p.m. 
nightly.

The guest speaker will be An-
drew Snelling, Ph.D., with Answers 
in Genesis; Jason Lisle, Ph.D., from 
the Institute for Creation Research; 

have a storewide sale.
Guests are encouraged to bring a 

new toy for the Hope for the Holi-
days drive. Those bringing a toy will 
be entered into a drawing.

The museum is located at 10946 
Woodside Ave. N. 

For more information, visit www.
creationsd.org or call (619) 599-
1104. 

Christmas for Kids
SAN DIEGO — Reformation Lu-

theran Church will host Christmas 
for Kids, a family event, from 9:30 
a.m. to noon Dec. 15.

The free event is for children 
ages 3 to 12 and will include crafts, 
songs, creative learning activities, 
cookie decorating, a Christmas vid-
eo, the Christmas store, and a spe-
cial birthday party for Jesus. 

A closing program at 11:45 a.m. 
will feature the children singing a 
song they learned during the event. 

The church is located at 4670 
Mount Abernathy Ave.

Pre-registration is available on-
line at www.ReformationSanDiego.
org or by calling (858) 279-3311. 
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A group of young adults from the Rock Church play around with some of the toys 
they collected at last year’s Toys for Joy event. This year’s event is planned for 
Dec. 8.

Dara Maclean will join Sanctus Real 
and Sidewalk Prophets for the Dec. 12 
Acoustic Christmas Tour at Skyline.

Ed Herrelko, Ph.D., an administra-
tor at Southern California Semi-
nary; and Jeremy Lyon, Ph.D., a 
Southern California Seminary pro-
fessor.

Snelling is a creation scientist 
with a specialization in geology and 
is one of the world’s leading re-
searchers in fl ood geology. His pri-
mary research interests include ra-
dioisotopic methods for the dating 
of rocks, formation of igneous and 
metamorphic rocks and ore depos-
its. He is one of a controlled num-
ber permitted to take rock samples 
from the Grand Canyon.

A Christian astrophysicist Lisle 
began working in full-time apolo-
getics ministry, specializing in the 
defense of Genesis. His most well-
known book, “The Ultimate Proof 
of Creation,” demonstrates that 
biblical creation is the only logi-
cal possibility for origins. Dr. Lisle 
wrote and directed the popular 
planetarium shows at the Creation 
Museum, including “The Created 
Cosmos.” 

Herrelko, the academic vice pres-
ident and chief academic offi cer 
at Southern California Seminary, 
is a professor of biblical studies 
and theology (among other disci-
plines). 

Lyon teaches Old Testament and 
creation/evolution courses and has 
developed an apologetics program 
at the seminary. 

The church is located at 2100 
Greenfi eld Drive.

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit socalsem.edu/creation.

Acoustic Christmas 
comes to La Mesa

LA MESA — Skyline Church will 
host The Acoustic Christmas Tour 
featuring Sanctus Real, Sidewalk 
Prophets and Dara Maclean at 7 
p.m. Dec. 12.

The tour is presented by K-LOVE 
Radio and 25 Entertainment and 
includes a promotional campaign 
with “Alive to Five,” a project of 
World Vision. The goal is to have a 
total of 600 children sponsored by 
the end of the tour.

“We’ve never done a Christmas 
tour before, so we were very excited 
when K-LOVE and 25 Entertain-
ment invited us on board,” said 
Matt Hammitt of Sanctus Real. 
“We really look forward to ringing 
in the holiday season in a unique 
and warm setting with our friends 
in Sidewalk Prophets and Dara Ma-
clean.” 

The church is located at 11330 
Campo Road.

Tickets are $15 for general ad-
mission, $25 for Gold Circle and 
$40 for VIP. There is a $1.99 service 
charge for tickets. Group discounts 
are available.

For more information, visit www.
acousticchristmastour.com.

Toys for Joy 
volunteers sought

POINT LOMA — The Rock 
Church will present its annual Toys 
for Joy event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Dec. 8 at Lincoln High School.

Thousands of people from the 
community will be served during 
the event, which includes a toy give-
away for children.

The church is still seeking volun-
teers to help with the effort. Toys 
may also be purchased from the 
congregation’s online wish list. The 
church is also accepting monetary 
and in-kind donations for the proj-
ect.

The church is located at 2277 
Rosecrans St.

For more information, visit toys-
for-joy.org or call (619) 226-7625.
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SAVE THE DATE! 
More details to come. 

Join Bethel Seminary’s 
Dr. John Lillis and 
Dr. Mark Strauss 

for this trip of a lifetime.

‘Footsteps of Paul’ Cruise
Rome | Greece | Turkey

12 Days of Biblical Discovery
October 19-30, 2013

Please contact Mitchell Campbell for information on this trip
619-325-5227   |   mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu

By Tiffany Owens
World News Service

NASHVILLE — Becca, Lauren 
and Alyssa Barlow crowded in front 
of a computer camera on Oct. 29 to 
bid their fans a fi nal farewell after 10 
years of singing, touring and recording 
together as the sister-trio BarlowGirl. 

Lauren, 27, explained in the live chat 
that the transition happened as they 
sat down to write a new album. As they 
prayed, she and her two sisters realized 
God “had something new” for them. 

“We asked God what to do.... God 
revealed He has something new for us 
but He hasn’t told us what it is,” Lauren 
said. “He told us BarlowGirl was done.” 

The sisters admitted crying for 
weeks. It isn’t something they ever 
expected to hear, Lauren and Alyssa, 
30, said. They expected it to go on 
“forever.” 

There were no tears that Monday 
night. The sisters cracked jokes, 
laughed and poked fun at each 
other while explaining their next 
steps. They have no concrete plans, 
but for now they’re spending time 

traveling for fun, enjoying nature 
and waiting. They also debunked 
a few rumors, explaining that they 
aren’t retiring because of disagree-
ments or because they want to get 
married. 

Originally from Chicago, the 
Barlow sisters started out as backup 
singers for their father, Vince Bar-
low, who created children’s worship 
CDs as part of his work as a youth 
pastor. As children, the sisters trav-
eled with their father to local con-
certs and slowly started singing 
their own songs as part of the show. 
In 2000, they formed a band, with 
their father assuming role of band 
manager. 

In 2002, Alyssa and Lauren 
dropped out of college while Bec-
ca, 33, quit her job to take up a con-
tract offer, but six months later it 
fell through. That disappointment 
inspired their hit song, “Never 
Alone.” 

In 2003, they signed with Fervent 
Records, packed their bags and 
moved to Nashville. The follow-
ing year, they released a self-titled 

BarlowGirl disbands for ‘something new’
The question about dating came 

up during the live Internet stream. 
The sisters laughed, interrupted and 
fi nished each other’s sentences while 
explaining their stance and encourag-
ing fans to “not worry” about fi nding 
“the right guy,” and instead to “fi nd out 
who you are with [God].” They gave 
more advice in response to fan ques-
tions about a variety of topics: Don’t 
worry about others’ opinions; learn to 
be at peace in the moment, instead of 
worrying about the next season; and 
never dream small. 

They sang three songs acoustical-
ly for fans: “Never Alone,” “Beau-
tiful Ending” and “Come Alive.” 
They also released the video for 
their fi nal song, “Hope Will Lead 
Us On,” which debuted on iTunes 
early the next day. 

“To give this up is not easy,” 
Alyssa said toward the end of their 
chat with fans. “Music is our Isaac. 
We aren’t giving [music] up, we’re 
trying to be obedient. We serve the 
most amazing, kind, loving, gen-
erous God ... why would He let us 
down?”

album that sold more than 1 mil-
lion copies. Their 2005 single, “I 
Need You to Love Me,” held the top 
spot on Christian Radio and Retail 
Weekly’s Christian CHR chart for 
13 consecutive weeks. 

The sisters toured internation-
ally, using their musical platform to 
spread various messages -- among 
them, the importance of modesty, 
support for the pro-life cause as 
well as a more controversial mes-

sage about not dating. On their 
website, the sisters explain how 
they chose to refrain from typical 
dating, expressing faith that God 
would bring them together with the 
right men at the right time. 

“In the meantime we are not hid-
ing in a closet avoiding all males. 
We are still living our lives, just 
without the pressure of having to 
have a boyfriend,” they noted on 
the website. 

“Hope Will Lead Us On” is the last release for BarlowGirl. The three sisters 
announced their retirement on Oct. 29 during a live Internet chat.
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.325.5200 

January 25, 2013

Dr. Millard J. Erickson
Author of “Christian Theology”  
and former Bethel Dean

RSVP to Mitchell Campbell by January 21st

Bethel Seminary San Diego

Distinguished Lecturer Series

12:00 noon (Luncheon: $15 for pastors, laypersons; $10 students, alumni)

Theology in the Global Church

7:00 pm

Where in the World is Theology Going?

Millard J. Erickson, Ph.D. (Northwestern) is among today’s 
most widely respected evangelical theologians. He has taught 
at Wheaton College (1964-1969) and Bethel Seminary, St. Paul 
(1969-1992), been Research Professor at Southwestern Seminary, 
Ft. Worth (1992-1996), and Distinguished Professor of Theology 
at Baylor University (1996-2004) and Western Seminary (2004-
2007).

Dr. Ericson’s pastoral ministries predate his teaching career. 
Ordained (BGC/Converge) in 1957, he initially led congregations 
in Illinois and Minnesota. Since entering teaching, love for Christ’s 
Church has occasioned 50+ part-time interim pastorates. These 
experiences have informed his leadership as past president of the 

Evangelical Theological Society and Evangelical Philosophical Society – and his work as a theologian and 
author.

Among his 30+ books - including The Word Became Flesh, Who’s Tampering with the Trinity?  What Does God 
Know and When Does He Know It?  and Relativism in Contemporary Christian Ethics –  no doubt his classic Christian 
Theology is best known to BSSD students. Also, as Dean of Bethel Seminary 1984-1992, his affirmation of 
God’s purposes through “Bethel West” was vital in sustaining this school and its Kingdom impact.

Dr. Erickson’s lectures will draw on his experience as educator in Eastern Europe, Latin America, 
India, and the Philippines – and ongoing dialogues engaging Christian doctrine, approaches to global 
contextualization, and unresolved issues.

NOV 23-DEC 30
“A Christmas Carol,” live-radio-style 
theater, Cygnet Theatre, 4040 Twiggs 
St. (Old Town), San Diego • (619) 337-
1525, cygnettheatre.com

NOV 26 • MONDAY
Michael W. Smith – Christmas Tour, fea-
turing a full orchestra & choir. Yorba Linda 
Friends Church, Yorba Linda. 7:30pm • 
celebrationconcerts.com

NOV 27 • TUESDAY
“Demystifying Hospice.” 2:30pm, Bailey 
Center,   Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

NOV 29 • THURSDAY
Joyous Sounds of Christmas. 7pm, San 
Diego Christian College, 210 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon, $10-15 • (619) 201-8763, 
sdcc.edu

NOV 30 • FRIDAY
Trans-Siberian Orchestra, “The Lost 
Christmas Eve.” 8pm, Valley View Casino 
Center, 3500 Sports Arena Blvd., San Di-
ego, $30.50-60.50 • ticketmaster.com

NOV 30-DEC 1 • FRI-SAT
Christmas Boutique. Fri 10am-6pm & 
Sat 10am-3pm, Mount Miguel Covenant 
Village, 325 Kempton St., Spring Valley 
• (619) 479-4790

NOV 30-DEC 30
Lamb’s Players Festival of Christmas, 
“Christmas on My Mind.” Lamb’s Players 
Theatre, 1142 Orange Ave., Coronado, 
$26-60 • (619) 437-6000, lambsplay-
ers.org

DEC 1 • SATURDAY
Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages 
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History 
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., San-
tee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

Dr. Luauna Stines & Stephany Travers, 
book release. 11am-2pm, Berean Chris-
tian Bookstore, 8807 Clairement Mesa 
Blvd., San Diego • atouchfromabove.org

Joyous Sounds of Christmas. 7pm, San 
Diego Christian College, 210 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon, $10-15 • (619) 201-8763, 
sdcc.edu

DEC 2 • SUNDAY
A Christmas Celebration, featuring 
Rob Richards & Alex-Zsolt. 2pm, Trinity 
Church, 3902 Kenwood Dr., Spring Valley, 
$5-25 • (619) 465-3011, trinitypres.org

Children’s Choirs Christmas Musical, 
6pm, Emmanuel Faith Community 
Church, 639 E 17th Ave., Escondido, 
free • efcc.org

DEC 3 • MONDAY
Girls’ Day & Nite Out, ‘A Victorian Christ-
mas.’ 11am or 6pm, Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, El Cajon, $25 • 
shadowmountain.org

Annual Lighting of the Village. 4:45pm, 
Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 325 
Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

DEC 4 • TUESDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic 
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim Tim-
mons & more.   The Rock, 2277 Rosecrans 
St., San Diego • achristmastogether.com

DEC 5 • WEDNESDAY 
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive 
panel of Christian therapists moderated 
by Dr. Don Welch on “Healing Childhood 
Wounds from Inadequate Parenting” with 
Yolanda Gorick presenting, Debbie Wag-
ner. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic 
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim 
Timmons & more.   Maranatha Chapel, 
10752 Coastwood Rd., San Diego • 
achristmastogether.com

DEC 6 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 
Pio Pico Dr., Apt. 105, Carlsbad, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

Pastor Chuck Smith & an Acoustic Christ-
mas. 7pm, Calvary Chapel Fallbrook, 
488 Industrial Way, Fallbrook • (760) 
728-9138

DEC 7 • FRIDAY
Cantada, “Journey of Promises” by 
Joseph Mar tin. 7:30pm, Lakeside 
Community Presbyterian Church, 9909 
Channel Rd., Lakeside • (619) 43-1021

DEC 7-9 • FRI-SUN
“A Beautiful Star: An Appalachian Nativ-
ity.” Village Community Theater, Rancho 
Santa Fe • (760) 315-8015, village-
churchcommunitytheater.org

Christmas Concert Series, “Magnifi cent 
Mystery.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat-Sun 3pm & 
5:30pm, Emmanuel Faith Community 
Church, 639 E 17th Ave., Escondido, 
free • efcc.org

DEC 8 • SATURDAY
Women’s Christmas Brunch & Craft 
Boutique, with Pam Farrel. 8:30am-1pm, 
Town & Country Resort, San Diego. 
Hosted by Calvary Chapel of San Diego 
• calvarysandiego.com

Toys for Joy, charity toy giveaway. 9am-
2pm, Lincoln High School, 4777 Imperial 
Ave., San Diego. Hosted  by The Rock 
Church • (619) 226-7625

San Diego Women’s Connection. 
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven 
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego, 
$22 • (619) 670-3833, (619) 276-6972

DEC 8-9 • SAT-SUN
“A Celtic Christmas.” 6pm, City View 
Church, 8404 Phyllis Pl., San Diego, 
$5 • cityviewsd.com, (858) 560-1870

DEC 9 • SUNDAY
Christmas with MercyMe, 6:30pm, 
House of Blues, 1055 5th Ave., San Diego 
• transparentproductions.com

DEC 10 • MONDAY

San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s 
Club Luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San 
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo 
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 432-0772, 
(760) 471-7059

Pacifi c Sound Brass Quintet. 6:30pm, 
Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 325 
Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

DEC 12 • WEDNESDAY
Chapel Choir Concert. 10:30am, Mount 
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton 
St., Spring Valley • (619) 479-4790

Acoustic Christmas Tour, with Sanctus 
Real, Sidewalk Prophets & Dara Maclean. 
7pm, Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., 
La Mesa, $12-40. Presented by KLOVE 
• acousticchristmastour.com

DEC 13 • THURSDAY
Women’s Annual Christmas Dinner, 
‘Celebrate the Gift of Hope.’ City View 
Church, 8404 Phyllis Pl., San Diego, 
$10 • (858) 560-1970, cityviewsd.com

D  EC 13-15 • THU-SAT
Christmas with Amy Grant, with the 
Pacifi c Symphony. 8pm nightly (Saturday 
matinee 3pm), Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts, 600 Town Center Dr., Costa Mesa 
• (714) 755-5799, pacifi csymphony.org

DEC 13-23
CCT’s 20th Annual Traditions of Christ-
mas, a musical spectacular. Lincoln 
Performing Arts Center, 4777 Imperial 
Ave., San Diego • cytsandiego.org

San Diego Musical Theatre presents 
Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas,” the 
musical, Birch North Park Theatre • 
sdmt.org, (858) 560-5740

DEC 14 • FRIDAY
Family Cookie Decorating Night, 6:30pm, 
Emmanuel Faith Community Church, 639 
E 17th Ave., Escondido, free • efcc.org

Christmas Under the Stars Event. 5-9pm, 
Creation & Ear th History Museum, 
10946 Woodside Ave. N., Santee • 
creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

“Hark & Harold, Angels,” Christmas musi-
cal. 7pm, Trinity Church, 3902 Kenwood 
Dr., Spring Valley • (619) 465-3011

DEC 14-16 • FRI-SUN
A Shadow Mountain Christmas. Fri 
7:30pm; Sat 3:30pm; Sun 5pm, Shadow 
Mountain Community Church, 2100 
Greenfi eld Dr., El Cajon, $5 • shadow-
mountain.org

The Living Nativity. 5:30-8:30pm, Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, 6365 El Apajo Rd., 
Rancho Santa Fe, free • horizon.org

DEC 15 • SATURDAY
Christmas for Kids, 9:30am-12noon. 
Crafts, songs, cookie decorating, video, 
and more. Reformation Lutheran Church, 
4670 Abernathy Ave., San Diego • (858) 
279-3311

DEC 16 • SUNDAY
“Hark & Harold, Angels,” Christmas musi-

cal. 3pm, Trinity Church, 3902 Kenwood 
Dr., Spring Valley • (619) 465-3011

DEC 15 • SATURDAY

Christmas for Kids, (3-12 yrs). 9:30am-
12pm, Reformation Church, 4670 Mt. 
Abernathy, San Diego, free • (858) 279-
3311, reformationsandiego.org

Resonate “Songs of Christmas,” 7pm, 
Emmanuel Faith Community Church, 639 
E 17th Ave., Escondido, free • efcc.org

DEC 17 • MONDAY

Mary James, in concert. 6:30pm, Village 
Centre Dining Room, Mount Miguel Cov-
enant Village, 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley • (619) 479-4790

DEC 17-24 • MON-MON

Lamb’s Players “An American Christ-
mas.” The Hotel Del Coronado, Coro-
nado, $120-165 • (619) 437-6000, 
lambsplayers.org

DEC 19 • WEDNESDAY

South Bay Christian Women’s Connec-
tion. 11:30am-1pm, Chula Vista Golf 
Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd., 
Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628

DEC 20 • THURSDAY
M  en With a Purpose, with Ken Blanchard. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

DEC 21 • FRIDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Jadon 
Lavik & Dominic Balli. Calvary Chapel 
of Oceanside, Oceanside • calvary-
oceanside.org

DEC 21-23 • FRI-SUN
The Living Nativity. 5:30-8:30pm, Horizon 
Christian Fellowship, 6365 El Apajo Rd., 
Rancho Santa Fe, free • horizon.org

DEC 24 • MONDAY
Christmas Eve Services. 2pm, 3pm, 
4pm & 5pm,   Emmanuel Faith Community 
Church, 639 E 17th Ave., Escondido • 
efcc.org

Christmas Eve Services. Newbreak 
Church - El Cajon, 3pm; Ocean Beach, 
4:30pm & 6pm; Santee, 5pm;  Scripps 
Mesa, 3pm; Tierrasanta, 3pm, 4:30pm, 
6pm & 11pm • newbreak.org

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 5pm, 
Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La 
Mesa • (619) 550-6000

DEC 16 • SUNDAY (cont.)

CALENDAR, cont. next page
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Christmas Eve Service. 6pm, Faith 
Chapel, 9400 Campo Rd., Spring Valley 
• (619) 461-7451

DEC 25 • TUESDAY
Julotta Christmas Service. 8am, Bailey 
Center, Mount Miguel Covenant Village, 
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619) 
479-4790

JAN 3 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption 
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 
Pio Pico Dr., Apt. 105, Carlsbad, free 
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Skyline 
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa, 
$16-25 • im  cconcer ts.com, (619) 
442-5941

JAN 17 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. Andy Doan. 
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619) 
222-3688

JAN 25 • FRIDAY
Bethel Seminary Distinguished Lecturer 
Series featuring Dr. Millard J. Erickson, 
“Theology in the Global Church” 12noon 
luncheon ($10-$15), “Where in the 
World is Theology Going?” 7pm. Bethel 
Seminary, 6116 Arosa St., San Diego • 
(619) 325-5227

JAN 28-29 • MON-TUE
Creation Conference 2013, “Why Origins 
Matter,” with Andrew Snelling & Jason 
Lisle. 6:30-9:15pm, Shadow Mountain 
Community Church, 2100 Greenfi eld 
Dr., El Cajon, free. Hosted by Southern 
California Seminary • socalsem.edu/
creation

FEB 23 • SATURDAY
Educator Job Fair, presented by the 
Network of Int’l. Christian Schools. 

Stoneybrooke Christian School, Mission 
Viejo • nics.org

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT
Southwest Gospel Music Festival, 
The Booth Brothers, Legacy Five, The 
Martins, The Hoppers, The Allen Fam-
ily, Dr. David Jeremiah & more. Grand 
Canyon University Arena, Phoenix, AZ 
• southwestgospelmusicfestival.com, 
(602) 639-8999

MAR   15-16 • FRI-SAT
Acq  uire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,” 
with Disciple, Rhema Soul & Mike 
Guzzardo. Skyline Church, La Mesa • 
acquirethefi re.com, 1-888-909-3473

APR   19-20 • FRI-SAT
CMTA Impact Convention, Pasadena 
Convention Center. For professional and 
volunteer workers in Christian education 
ministry • cmtaconvention.org

APR 27 • SATURDAY
Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio and Kari 
Jobe, 7pm, Verizon Wireless Amphithe-
atre, Irvine • transparentproductions.
com

OCT 19-30
“Footsteps of Paul” Mediterranean 
cruise with Bethel Seminary’s Dr. John 
Lillis and Dr. Mark Strauss. Visiting Rome, 
Greece, Turkey • (619) 325-5227

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Ce-
lebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome) 
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 
622-4002

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for San Diego Coun ty not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fel low ships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Mo tor cy cle 
Min is tries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Sup-
 port groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, 
Grand par ent ing, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Ex cel lent Way, 
and many more), Sem i nars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

DEC 24 • MONDAY (cont.) FEB 23 • SATURDAY (cont.)

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — As a New Jersey 
native, Barry La Forgia was often 
drawn to the idyllic shores, with its 
fresh air, toasty sand and hypnotiz-
ing waters. It wasn’t always a safe 
harbor, though, since those same 
seas were known to turn on their 
visitors, thanks to the summer hur-
ricane season.

Such was the case in August 1976 
when Belle, a category one hurricane, 
skirted the New Jersey coastline before 
coming ashore on Long Island, N.Y.

“I remember that we got a little 
bit of fl ooding, the boardwalk got 
damaged, but after about a block in-
land we were pretty much OK,” La 
Forgia said of Belle, who prompted 
the evacuation of 250,000 in the 
Garden State alone.

Now a resident of San Diego, 
La Forgia is still looking to the 
New Jersey shoreline as founder 
and executive director of Interna-
tional Relief Teams. IRT is one of 
hundreds of agencies assisting with 
recovery from Super Storm Sandy, 
which slammed into the East Coast 
in October.

“From what people tell me, 
where we were in Spring Lake, that 
the water traveled at least a mile 
inland and fl ooded out the whole 
city. That is unusual. I’ve never seen 
that before.”

La Forgia will be heading back to 
his native New Jersey in a few weeks 
to assess the damage and meet with 
ministry partners. In the meantime, 
the Mission Valley-based outreach 
was scheduled to send $102,000 
worth of supplies, including 3,200 
hygiene kits, 600 blankets, 1,600 
fl ashlights amd 6,300 batteries to 
Bergen County, N.J. 

“I spent the summers on the 
Jersey shore,” he said. “I know the 
areas. I know the towns that have 
been hit.”

As the recovery effort moves into 
the acute and intermediate stage of 
the disaster, La Forgia said the fo-
cus will change.

“Our major work is going to 
be in the long-term recovery,” he 
said. “We have skilled construction 
teams that we send out. We have 
used them extensively in a lot of the 
major storms in the United States.”

Last March, International Re-
lief Teams fi nished its six-plus year 
post-Katrina recovery work having 
re-rebuilt 219 homes. Like Katrina, 
La Forgia said he believes the relief 
work in the Northeast will be exten-
sive.

“The estimates are that there has 
been close to $50 billion in dam-
age, but what is more alarming 
is that about $30 billion of that is 
uninsured damage,” he said. “We 
think that there are going to be a 
lot of people who are going to be 
needing help in getting back into 
their homes, who cannot recover 
on their own.”

As of press time, numerous 
neighborhoods in North Jersey 
and Long Island were still without 
power, nearly three weeks after the 
storm.

Rescue Task Force
Also assisting in the effort is San 

Bernardino-based Rescue Task 
Force, who, in conjunction with 
World Emergency Relief, has sent 
fi ve truckloads of disinfectants and 
industrial cleaning supplies to Ten-
nessee. Once there, the shipments 
were combined with other trucked-
in items and then reshipped to lo-
cal groups supporting people af-

Southern California ministries 
provide relief in Sandy’s wake

fected by Sandy.
 Rescue Task Force, which was 

providing humanitarian aid in the 
jungles of Honduras when Sandy 
unleashed her fury, also shipped 
9,000 blankets to West Virginia.

Because of donations by manu-
facturers, the organization only 
needs to raise shipping costs to get 
the items to the needed neighbor-
hoods.

Children’s Hunger Fund
Further to the north, Sylmar-

based Children’s Hunger Fund has 
shipped food and other aid to the 
storm’s victims.

 According to its president Dave 
Phillips, the organization is gath-
ering resources from corporate, 
church and ministry partners na-
tionwide to gather the necessary 
supplies for the relief response.

 “As with all disasters the poor 
will be the hardest hit by this trage-
dy,” Phillips said. “Their lives will be 
impacted in ways we can’t imagine, 
and we hope to help local churches 
ease their suffering while they re-
cover.”

Beyond the United States, Chil-

dren’s Hunger Fund is also reach-
ing out to the Caribbean, which 
took the initial blow of the storm 
before it worked its way north along 
the eastern seaboard. 

Unlike hurricane damage to the 
southern states, the Northeast is 
particularly vulnerable because of 
the pending winter weather. A post-
Sandy Nor’easter in early Novem-
ber brought frigid temperatures to 
the disaster area, further complicat-
ing assistance efforts.

“Obviously that last storm, with 
the cold aspect of it and people still 
being without power, that creates a 
great degree of misery,” La Forgia 
said. 

“With support we will be there 
for the long term. As I said, we 
spent six and half years rebuilding 
on the Mississippi coast after Ka-
trina, and we imagine that we’ll be 
in the Northeast for a number of 
years given the amount of damage 
and uninsurable loss.”

For more information on the Sandy 
humanitarian effort, visit www.
irteams.org, www.rescuetaskforce.
org or www.chfus.org.

PHOTO BY LAURA REINHARDT/WORLD VISION 2012

The Bronx offi ce of World Vision needed its own assistance after super storm 
Sandy fl ooded its facilities. 

In addition to the Southern 
California-based ministries, many 
national relief agencies have also 
moved resources into the area. 

 • The Southern Baptist Con-
vention began supplying feed-
ing units even before the storm 
hit. Staging areas were set up in 
New York and New Jersey, with 
requests to feed 400,000 people. 
To accommodate the demand, 
the North American Mission 
Board dispatched all of its large-
capacity mobile kitchen east of 
the Rockies Mountains to the im-
pacted states. 

Visit www.namb.net.
• The Salvation Army, which 

was designated to coordinate 
feeding at city shelters as the lead 
agency for New York City’s Food 
Access Plan, also provided servic-
es in Pennsylvania, Connecticut 
and Virginia. Besides food, The 

Salvation Army opened charging 
centers for electronic devices, 
shower units, fi rst-aid assistance, 
communication support, hydra-
tion and toiletry kits and spiritual 
care. 

Visit www.salvationarmyusa.org.
• World Vision, which suffered 

its own storm damage in the 
Bronx, has already completed 
its needs assessment and began 
distribution of blankets, winter 
clothing and emergency food 
supplies to New York families. 
The supplies were trucked in 
from World Vision’s domestic 
disaster response headquarters 
in North Texas and international 
distribution centers in Denver 
and Pittsburgh. Additional as-
sessments were scheduled for 
New Jersey, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia and Kentucky. 

Visit www.worldvision.org.

Other agencies offering storm relief
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For more information please call

800-404-2258
calvaryranch.org

Calvary Ranch
A Recovery Facility for

Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Where God does the healing

Breaking the 
bondage of 
addictions 

since 1972

13610 Willow Road, Lakeside Independent Beauty Consultant

Sandy Hertzberg
(619) 265-0138

Mary Kay has a proven effective 
skin care program for you. All 

basic skin care products are non-
comedogenic and clinically tested 

for skin irritancy and allergy. 

Call today!

WE TEACH 
SKIN CARE

By Angela Lu
World News Service

CIMA, Calif. — It has been a 
decade since 68-year-old Wanda 
Sandoz last saw the 6-foot-tall 
pipe cross standing out in the 
sparse Mojave Desert Preserve in 
Cima, Calif., a memorial to the 
fallen soldiers of World War I. 
She remembers when she used to 
pass by the landmark four times 
a day when she was a school bus 
driver. 

“I loved seeing it there, and 
I’m glad that I’d already retired 
when the box went on it,” she 
said, referring to the plywood 
container that covered the cross 
for eight years before the entire 
symbol was stolen in 2010. 

But on Veteran’s Day, after 
13 years of litigation, includ-
ing a U.S. Supreme Court case, 
Wanda and her husband, Henry, 
73, fi nally were able to fulfi ll the 
promise they made to a friend 
in 1984 and see the cross legally 
reinstated on Sunrise Rock. The 
federal government completed 
a lengthy land transfer on Nov. 
9, and Henry’s newly made pipe 
cross was erected on Nov. 11. 

“We are so, so happy that it’s 
going up and staying up without 
opposition, since the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars owns it now,” 
Wanda said. “We are so happy 
that it all came together and the 
veterans can have their memorial 
now.” 

The original Mojave Desert 
cross was erected in 1934 and 
maintained by Riley Bembrey, a 
WWI veteran. When Bembrey fell 
ill in 1984, he asked the Sandozes 
to take care of the cross memori-
al, which by then had been miss-
ing for a couple of years. Henry 
re-erected the cross, and Wanda 
said they didn’t anticipate any 
trouble since it was a war memo-
rial located in the middle of the 
desert, a four-hour drive from 
Los Angeles. 

But Wanda remembers the day 
in 2000 when the park super-
intendent came to their house 
asking Henry to take down the 
cross after complaints about hav-
ing a religious symbol erected on 
federal land. “[Henry] refused,” 
Wanda recalled. “I thank God 
he’s a stubborn guy, because oth-
erwise it would have been over 
and done, and there’d be no 
World War I memorial.” 

The Mojave Desert cross is the 
only World War I memorial in the 
nation designated by Congress. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) sued the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW), 
which owns the memorial, call-
ing the cross unconstitutional 
because it violated the separation 
between church and state. A Riv-

Couple endures 13 years of court battles to 
keep a cross standing in the Mojave Desert

erside judge ruled that the cross 
couldn’t be displayed, and in 
2002 the cross was covered, fi rst 
with a bag, then with a plywood 
box. 

As court proceedings contin-
ued through the years, the San-
dozes continued to hold Easter 
services at the site, with Henry 
bringing his own smaller cross. 

“All the years the cross was cov-
ered, I knew what was under that 
box and I kept thinking someday 
I’m going to look up and see the 
cross again,” Wanda said. For 
her, the cross was more than just 
a memorial, but a reminder of 
what Christ went through for her 
sins. 

After the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals sided with the ACLU, 
the veterans group fi gured that 
the only way to allow the cross to 
stand was to swap the federal land 
the cross was on with private land 
owned by the group. The 9th Cir-
cuit ruled the compromise faulty, 
and the case was taken to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

In 2010, high court ruled 5-4 
that the land swap was permissi-
ble, with Justice Anthony Kenne-
dy writing, “The goal of avoiding 
governmental endorsement [of 
religion] does not require eradi-
cation of all religious symbols in 
the public realm.” 

Days after the ruling, the cross 
was uprooted and stolen. Wanda 
said Henry immediately made 
another cross, but the federal 
government would not allow him 
to put it up—even with a box 
over it—until the land transfer 
had been completed. 

On Nov. 2 the last details of the 
land transfer were fi nally worked 

out. 
Providentially, the stolen cross 

was found hundreds of miles 
away in Northern California on 
Nov. 5. The National Park Service 
confi rmed that it’s the same cross 
that vanished from Sunrise Rock 
in the Mojave Desert. 

The new cross was unveiled 
at a ceremony that included the 
Sandozes, members of the VFW, 
attorneys from Liberty Institute 
who provided representation in 

the case, and an honor guard. 
“It is really a restoration of this 

veteran’s memorial that from 
here on forward will honor our 
veterans,” said Jeff Mateer, gen-
eral counsel at Liberty Institute. 
“It’s [a feeling] of satisfaction 
to see it fi nally restored like it 
should be.” 

Liberty Institute is currently 
working on a couple of other re-
ligious symbol cases, including 
the Mount Soledad Memorial 

in San Diego and the Maryland 
Peace Cross. Mateer said the Mo-
jave Desert cross has set a strong 
precedent for land swap in these 
types of cases, but added that Jus-
tice Kennedy’s opinion already 
expressed that crosses can be 
displayed even without a land 
transfer. 

And for Wanda Sandoz, she 
said she has been waiting for this 
moment for 13 years.

“I’m just proud this one is 
there,” she said. “I’m really proud 
we knew Riley—he was a wonder-
ful man—I’m so glad he was our 
friend and he asked us to do this 
for him, and we were able to.”

On Veteran’s Day, a new cross was installed in the Mojave Desert, replacing a cross that was stolen a few years ago. The 
cross had been under seige for years by attempts to have it removed, but a land swap now assures its permanency.

For several years, before it was stolen, 
the Mojave Desert cross was covered 
by cardboard as a result of a court 
order.
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Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Plan now for your winter and 
spring camps and retreats
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and INSURANCE needs
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- Life Insurance “you don’t have to die to use”
- Using Life Insurance for your retirement needs 

tax free!
- Single Premium Life Insurance 
- Return of Premium Term Life insurance
- Senior Citizen Final Expense Programs 

(featuring no medical exams and permanent 
coverage that does not increase)

- Coverages available for Cancer, Terminal 
Illnesses, AIDS, Diabetes, Hepatitis, Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, Organ Transplants, Dialysis 
conditions, and more. 

“There is a difference between having insurance and being insured.”

Frank Cueva
CA Lic #OG88532 

1-800-991-5307 x4
fcueva@

luminaryfi nancial.com

Luminary Financial and Insurance Solutions

Contact me 
today and 
experience 

our client-fi rst 
philosophy www.luminaryfi nancial.com

Jennifer O’Neill

www.SpeakersGroup.net

By Lori Arnold

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Sev-
eral weeks after pastors across the 
nation defi ed IRS regulations by 
preaching partisan politics from 
the pulpit, the national taxing 
agency is giving mixed messages on 
enforcement of the laws.

On Oct. 22, IRS spokesman 
Russell Renwicks told Bloomberg 
Bureau of National Affairs that it 
was no longer responding to com-
plaints.

“We are holding any potential 
church audits in abeyance,” Ren-
wicks, with the Tax-Exempt and 
Government Entities division, told 
BNA.

In a Nov. 4 interview with NBC 
News, however, IRS spokesman 
Dean Patterson said his colleague 
“misspoke.” 

“The IRS continues to run a bal-
anced program that follows up on 
potential non-compliance, while 
ensuring the appropriate oversight 
and review to determine that com-
pliance activities are necessary and 
appropriate,” Patterson said.

The confusion centers on a 2009 

Minnesota court case in which a 
judge ruled the IRS was violating 
its own regulations by not using 
qualifi ed supervisors to launch the 
church audits. Since that time, the 
IRS has not clarifi ed the procedure 
for investigating churches, which 
may be in violation of the rules gov-
erning nonprofi ts and politics.

“Since that time, the IRS has not 
been auditing any churches to the 
best of our knowledge,” Erik Stan-
ley, senior legal counsel for Alliance 
Defending Freedom (formerly Alli-
ance Defense Fund), said on the 
organization’s website. “It has pro-
posed new regulations to designate 
a higher offi cial in the ranks of the 
IRS to approve all church audits 
but it has never fi nalized those reg-
ulations. No one really knows what 
the delay is, but we believe that the 
IRS will fi nalize its regulations at 
some point and will once again be-
gin auditing churches.”

Stanley said it’s important for 
pastors to understand that the IRS, 
once it restarts the auditing pro-
cess, can go back and investigate 
churches for previous actions.

“The important point for church-

es to remember is that the IRS has 
not given up on enforcing the tax 
code against churches,” Stanley 
said. “Churches must still be aware 
of the IRS regulations.”

In the meantime, the religious 
freedom attorney said his organiza-
tion vows to continue its efforts to 
overturn the Johnson Amendment, 
the 1954 law that initiated the re-
strictions against churches. 

“Alliance Defending Freedom 
believes that the Johnson Amend-
ment is unconstitutional and the 
IRS’ attempts to censor a pastor’s 
sermon from the pulpit violate the 
First Amendment,” he said.  

The Johnson Amendment is the 
impetus behind the Pulpit Sunday 
movement, which was launched in 
2008. This year’s event, held Oct. 7, 
involved nearly 1,600 pastors who 
preached sermons in direct viola-
tion of the law and then sent tapes 
or transcripts to the IRS in an effort 
to legally challenge the law.

For more information on this 
legal challenge, visit www.pulpit-
freedom.org.

IRS delivers confl icting advice 
on political moves by churches

By Katherine Chute
BP News

RIVERSIDE — Many people are 
not attracted to the cross of Je-
sus because it asks so much, Joni 
Eareckson Tada told students at 
California Baptist University. 

“Yet that’s what gives us the pas-
sion of Christ,” she said. 

Tada, who became a quadriple-
gic after a diving accident in 1967, 
said in a chapel message at the 
Riverside, Calif., campus that she 
wakes up with no energy 95 percent 
of the time and no strength to live 
through another day with disabili-
ties. 

“I lay in my bed and tell God, 
‘But I can do all things through You 
who strengthens me. Can I borrow 
your smile? Because I don’t have 
one for today.’” 

Joni Eareckson Tada says to look at 
hardship in life as intimacy with Jesus

Tada, recounting the story of her 
accident, said life seemed without 
purpose. 

“I could not kill myself, since I 
was a quadriplegic, so I tried to be 
dead emotionally and spiritually. 
But hardships are what will press 
you against the heart of Jesus and 
eventually I knew that if I would 
grow closer to Christ, I would grow 
closer to His passion.” 

Today Tada is involved with Joni 
& Friends, which encompasses the 
Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center, a weekday fi ve-
minute radio program and other 
ministries. 

“At fi rst, the last thing I wanted to 
do is hang out with other people in a 
wheelchair,” she said. “But suddenly 
my wheelchair took on a different pur-
pose when I realized that Jesus hung 
out with people who had disabilities. 
The blind man, the man with twisted 
limbs — Jesus’ heart was toward those 
with disabilities.” 

Tada challenged students not to 
live their lives on automatic pilot, 
assuming they have the Christian 
life down pat so they can proceed 
with their day. 

“If you live life on automatic pilot, 
God is against you,” she warned. “Too 
often, we consider ourselves the iPhone 
— with Jesus like our charger. We let 
Him charge us up, then we disconnect 
until we need the charge again. 

She explained that we are 
branches, a part of the vine and we 
don’t become disconnected.

Confi ned to a wheelchair for 45 years, Joni Eareckson Tada continues to tell her 
story in order to encourage others to trust God through anything.

DILSROOFING & EXTERIORS

1-800-501-7663 
Senior Citizen Discounts
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Christian Examiner staff report

MURRIETA — Children attend-
ing California schools are increas-
ingly earning more rights—access 
to abortions, changing gender 
identity and openly promoting ho-
mosexuality—unless it concerns 
their own faith.

“We have seen this progression 
play out in our schools over the 
last few years, and the number of 
cases that we have handled regard-
ing a student’s suppressed religious 
rights has increased in the same 
time period,” said Robert Tyler, 
general counsel of Advocates for 
Faith & Freedom. “We saw that it 
was necessary to create a resource 
for parents, students and teachers 
to instruct them on the direction 
California’s schools are headed and 
what their rights are.”

The result is “Hijacked K-12,” an 
informative new booklet for par-
ents and teachers about religion 

New ‘Hijacked’ booklet explores the erosion of 
religious rights in California’s public schools

and morality in California’s public 
school system.

The booklet explores the culture 
that has been created in California 
government-run schools over the 
past two decades.

Tyler said that, over the years, pub-
lic schools have become opposed to 
any type of religious instruction or 
expression being allowed on school 
property, even though students have 
a Constitutional right to practice 
their religion. 

At the same time, emboldened 
by a liberal legislature, classrooms 
have become advocacy arenas that 
promote lifestyles and ideas con-
trary to those of religious faith.

In 2007, for instance, lawmakers 
approved Senate Bill 777, which 
redefi ned “gender” in the California 
Education Code to mean “sex, and 
includes a person’s identity and gender 
expression. ‘Gender expression’ means 
a person’s gender-related appearance 
and behavior whether or not stereo-

typically associated with the person’s 
assigned sex at birth.”  

The law prompted the California 
Teachers Association to recently 
instruct its teachers “not to assume 
anyone’s gender, even people you 
may have met in the past. A person’s 
external appearance may not match 
their internal gender identity.”  

The most recent impact to schools 
came by way of SB Senate Bill 48, 
which was signed into law in 2011. It 
requires California’s history curricula 
and textbooks be revised to purpose-
fully include positive contributions of 
the LGBT community.  

“Now, historical accomplish-
ments are not celebrated solely be-
cause of their impact on society; the 
sexual preference of the historical 
person must be taught, as well,” of-
fi cials with Advocates said.

Ron Prentice, chief executive of-
fi cer of California Family Council, 
which advocates for biblically based 
public policy, said “Hijacked” is an 
excellent resource for parents.

“(It) unveils the truth about pub-
lic school agendas,” Prentice said. 
“While good people—teachers, 
parents and administrators—care 
deeply about protecting young 
minds, the ‘powers that be’ have 
very different ideas. This resource 
prepares us for the potential prob-
lems in public school curricula and 
instruction.”   

Free digital copies of the bro-
chure are available online. Printed 
copies are also available for $5.

For more information, visit www.
faith-freedom.com.

This new 48-page book exposes the radical anti-Christian agenda within 
California’s public schhols and what concerned teachers and parents can do.

619/593-4300 or 619/590-3053

10% referral for 
buyers and sellers to 

your church or ministry.

CENTURY 21 AWARD

PROVERBS 3:5-10

Gary L. Ryerson
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Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a 
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 We are currently seeking  energetic professionals with great communication 
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our mission-
oriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply. 
    To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please 
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring 
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

■ Physical Therapist (PT)
■ Server (PT)
■ CNA (PT) 
■ RN (PT) 

■ Caregiver (Per Diem)
■ Speech Therapist (Per Diem)
■ LVN Clinic Nurse Mgr (FT)
■ Health Care Admissions Rep (FT)

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form
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Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.
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Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021
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How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

Dependable Caregivers
Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002

“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022

www.dependablecaregiver.com

SERVICES
We are your voice 

in the courts.
Advocates for Faith and Freedom 
protects our religious liberty in 
the courts. 

We represent individuals, 
churches, organizations, and 
businesses whose civil liberties 
have come under attack—and 
these cases are increasing 
dramatically.

24910 Las Brisas Road, Suite 110
Murrieta, CA 92562

1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com

Your prayers and tax-deductible 
contributions are important to us.

SHARON JAHR 619.917.9157
trevobuilder.com/SoCal

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Lic #420564 John 3:3,16

GMD Company

PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES 

(619) 244-9380
www.gmdcompany.comBonded/Insured

 Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
 Residential / Commercial
 Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
 Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
 Cabinet Staining & Finishing
 Drywall & Texturing
 Acoustic Ceiling Removal
 Finish Carpentry
 Stucco / Wood Repair

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

ACCOUNTING
  Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on 
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much 
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn 
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

  Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760) 
598-8968. Nondenominational.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES                    
   You are being deceived. Call 1-800-203-0363 
(4-minute recorded message).

CAREGIVER
    Free room & board, plus $81/day, for live-in 
experienced care-giver for elderly Christian lady 
in Costa Mesa. IHSS registered is a plus. Call 
Mayda  (949) 735-7977.

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, serving 
DD population in East County, seeking reliable, 
dedicated individuals to fi ll the following full time 
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for 
exceptional work. Residential program: Program 
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportuni-
ties available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour. 
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program: 
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone 
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email 
resume to pfi career@yahoo.com.

L  C   SW or MFT needed for busy counseling center 
in El Centro, 2 hrs east of San 

MINISTRIES
When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry 
to families needing help coping with homosexual-
ity. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month, 
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, City 
View Church, 8404 Phyllis Place. (619) 426-9300.

Mental Health: Christian solutions for anxiety, 
depression and more. www.TheMentalHealthSolu-
tion.com

MINISTRY NEEDS
Urgent. Need your help. Missionary, in Mexico, needs 
car at very needy church. They do not have telephone. 
Contact line at consulting71@hotmail.com

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitar-
ist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students. 
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more 
information and availability. 

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover, 
repair. Dennis Cook Roofi ng. Lic. # 545185. Call 
(619) 443-1300.

Dils Roofi ng & Repairs. Free estimates. License 
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT
F      e    male Roommate to share large, quiet home. 
Large bedroom, private bathroom, basic utilities 
included. Private entrance, kitchen and laundry 
privileges, pool. Must be non-smoking and neat. 
$575 per month, plus $575 deposit. Call Karen 
at work: (760) 727-6139.

St  able female roommate wanted. Newly remodeled 
home overlooking Mission Bay. Ideal candidate 
stable church attendance/volunteer background 
in the community. Servant heart with dedication 
to putting Jesus fi rst. References required. Car-
leed2@att.net.

Large room, with private kitchen/bathroom. Utilities 
included. No smoking/drinking/illegal drugs. Se 
habla Español. (619) 677-5866, (619) 634-3682.

Pea    ceful large bedroom, furnished or non-furnished, 
plus WiFi, bathroom, kitchen, laundry, patio with 
BBQ, storage. Great North Chula Vista neighbor-
hood/Near all. Perfect for any age. $550 + deposit, 
includes utilities. Patricia (619) 997-5639.

SERVICES
Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest 
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before 
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

Spe  ed-Dating Events for Christians at lively restau-
rant venues. 1-2 hours total. Events for all ages! 
Visit us at: www.christianspeedmatch.com.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for fami-
lies, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

WANTED
Wan  ted to buy Subaru Forester with low mile-
age. 2003-2008. Reasonable contacts only at 
carleed2@att.net.

ROOMS FOR RENT
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