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McDowell addresses
parental role in instilling
a biblical worldview
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — Sometimes
teaching children the ABCs or even
the simple task of dot-to-dot can be
a cumbersome process—even for
Christian high school students trying to learn how to approach life
with a biblical worldview.
“As a whole, it’s the exception
that a young person really understands biblical truth and can consistently apply it to the way that they
actually live,” said apologist Sean
McDowell, who teaches and leads
the Bible department at Capistrano
Valley Christian Schools.
“It’s compartmentalized for their
life,” he said of their views on faith.
“That’s really the key, that we live
in a culture that says when it comes
to religion it’s a matter of preference and it’s personal and it’s true
See WORLDVIEW, page 10

Apologist Sean McDowell, who
teaches and leads the Bible
department at Capistrano Valley
Christian Schools, said parents and
churches need to step up in order to
train Christian children to have strong
biblical worldviews.

After three days of trying, the missing hikers from Grace Chapel of the Coast in Oceanside were finally able to light a
fire to keep warm. The fire eventually caught the attention of rescuers.

Hikers attribute power of prayer
to rescue after veering off trail
Since its founding 25 years ago, San Diego Habitat for Humanity has used the
skills and labor of 156,000 volunteers, many of whom have no construction
experience before working a job site.

Habitat celebrates
25 years of providing
low-income housing
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — Lori Holt Pfeiler,
the one-time mayor of Escondido,
ran for office as many as six times
in her political career, attending
hundreds of meetings, debates
and campaign gatherings. Getting
people to turn out for those events
was sometimes like holding a beach
party in a blizzard.
Today, as executive director of
San Diego Habitat for Humanity,
people just seem to flock to her.
The agency’s bi-monthly volunteer

orientation meetings, for instance,
average about 100 people a session, a far cry from the 20 or so she
said she was lucky to get while campaigning.
“When you are doing something
good and people are interested in
helping you, they will come to a
meeting,” she said. “Every orientation that I’ve been to since then
it’s been more than 100 people.
People are interested in helping
Habitat be successful.”

By Lori Arnold
OCEANSIDE — Jill Shankles
holds on to an old prayer journal
in which she inscribed prophetic
words that the Lord gave to her
about her soon-to-be husband: he
would be an adventurer.
“He’s always been an outdoorsman—all things mountains, all
things rivers, all things oceans,”
she said. “I knew who I married.”
It was that knowledge that kept
her emotions in check when a
friend at church handed her
his cell phone and said a deputy
wanted to talk to her.
“That wasn’t a very good feeling,” she said.
The deputy explained that her
husband of four years, Ryan, and
two friends from church went
missing May 4 while trying to hike
up Southern California’s highest
peak, Mount San Gorgonio in the
mountains of San Bernardino,
where temperatures were in the
20s. A full search was under way.

“I wasn’t scared when he was
missing,” she said. “The Lord was
very specific with me about not
partnering with fear and about really demonstrating what it’s like to
walk in faith and not show fear to
anybody who is watching.”
Instead, she dropped to her
knees.

“I knew they were going to find
Ryan,” she said. “I knew it in my
spirit.”
The men, Ryan, David Yoder
and Miguel de la Torre, were doing a practice run for upcoming
expeditions to Half Dome in YoSee HIKERS, page 7

In order to stay warm in 20-degree weather, the hikers slept underneath this
Jesus is Lord banner, shown in a previous hiking trip. The men later cut the
banner into strips to help fuel their campfire.

See HABITAT, page 14
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Lawyer: IRS scandal validates
claims by Pulpit Sunday sponsors
By Lori Arnold
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SAN DIEGO — Revelations
that the Internal Revenue Service
singled out conservative groups
for extra scrutiny for audits and
nonprofit status requests may have
prompted congressional hearings
and the exit of two high-ranking
agency officials, but church leaders
and religious freedom attorneys say
the practice is not new.
“The public is getting a taste of
what churches have been subjected
to for the last 59 years under the
regime of the Johnson Amendment,” said Erik Stanley, senior legal counsel for Alliance Defending
Freedom, a national network of attorneys who specialize in religious
freedom cases.
The Johnson Amendment, enacted by Congress in 1954, was added to the tax code after then-Sen.
Lyndon B. Johnson became irate
that several business owners used
their nonprofit status to campaign
against him. The policy limits what
pastors can say from the pulpit,
including a ban of candidate endorsements.
“Since that time the IRS has essentially been intruding into the
sermons of pastors and telling
pastors what they can and cannot
say from the pulpit,” Stanley said.
“You cannot get any more intrusive than that. This is not new to
churches. Churches have operated
under the cloud of intimidation
for 59 years now. I think if there
are some changes as a result of this
IRS scandal—which there definitely should be— then they need to
make changes to protect churches
as well.”
Believing that the law violates
the U.S. Constitution, ADF in 2008
launched Pulpit Freedom Sunday.
The annual campaign asks pastors
across the country to boldly preach

on political issues, record their sermons and send them to the IRS in
hopes of getting them to act on the
amendment. Last year’s event involved at least 1,500 pastors.
“Our message to pastors since we
started this in 2008 is that no pastor
should ever fear the IRS when they
stand in their pulpit to deliver a sermon,” Stanley said. “Really the only
way to deal with the atmosphere of
fear and intimidation is to call the
IRS on it. Hopefully then we can
litigate the issue in court and have
a federal court decide if that’s unconstitutional. We believe that it is.”
Although normally scheduled
for the fall, ADF moved the date
up to June 9 so that pastors could
preach on traditional marriage in
advance of two pending same-sex
marriage cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. The high court is expected to issue its ruling on both of
them—Proposition 8 and the federal Defense of Marriage Act—before
recessing at the end of June.
“We did move it so it would be
in the midst of the marriage cases
that are going on because, before
the Supreme Court has its say on
the definition of marriage for our
country, America’s pastors must
have their say on what God says
about the definition of marriage,”
the attorney said.
By moving up the date, the event
unwittingly landed right in the middle of the IRS scandal.
“I think the scandal at the IRS
just highlights everything and
brings a real sense of urgency to
Pulpit Freedom Sunday that was
much needed,” Stanley said. “I’m
hoping that it really does allow pastors to take a hard look at this and
understand that now is the time to
stand.”
Standing for truth
Chris Clark, pastor at East Claire-

mont Southern Baptist Church,
said he hopes the IRS scandal will
prompt even more pastors to participate in the campaign.
“When you have truth on your
side, the truth is going to win out,”
Clark said. “Even if it doesn’t in the
short run, the God we serve is going to make sure that justice will
prevail and it will win out. What
He requires of us is to be obedient, and being obedient for pastors
means to preach the full counsel of
God. I think, based on that, we can
look at the IRS and instead of running from the lion, run right to the
roar.”
He said the news coverage exposing the IRS’s actions only serves to
underscore what he calls a policy of
“bullying and fear.”
“It’s obvious to those looking at
this that their tactics are not only
wrong, but they are illegal,” he said.
“They were using it as a big club of
intimidation to churches to silence
them. Right from the get-go that
was wrong, and that’s what we’ve
been contending all along, and
makes up the basis of Pulpit Freedom Sunday.”
Stanley said the recent developments with the IRS are a good demonstration of the dangers of misplaced power.
“The IRS has too much discretionary authority that, in the hands
of the wrong public officials, that
authority can be abused,” he said.
“What’s happening with the
Tea Party groups and other prolife groups, it’s surprising, it’s
shocking, it should concern all of
us because it’s unconstitutional,
but its no different than what has
been happening to churches the
last 59 years.”
For more information, visit www.
speakupmovement.org/pulpitfreedom.

Abortion bills close to Assembly passage
By Lori Arnold
SACRAMENTO — Two bills that
would lessen training and building
requirements pertaining to abortion
are posed to pass the Assembly before
heading to the Senate.
The first, Assembly Bill 154, authored by Toni Atkins, (D-San Diego),
would eliminate existing law requiring
that surgical abortions be performed
by physicians and surgeons. Instead,
under Atkins’ proposal, nurse practitioners, physician assistants and nurse
practitioners would be allowed to
perform the procedures.
The bill mirrors a similar one
introduced last year by another San
Diego representative, former state
Sen. Christine Kehoe. Advocates for
the bill maintain the lower standards
are needed to improve access in rural
areas of the state.
Pro-life supporters argue that reducing the skill level required for abortions
is counter to the pro-choice pledge that
abortion should be safe, legal and rare.
“Planned Parenthood, one of AB
154’s sponsors, holds that access to
abortion is a ‘critical public health
issue,’” said Penny Harrington, legislative analyst for Concerned Women for
America of California. “We contend
that allowing non-physicians to supervise medical abortions and perform
aspiration abortions presents a critical public health issue as well, but for
the reason that such a policy reduces
patient safety.”
Harrington said despite claims to the

contrary, abortions, including those
prompted by Morning After pills, have
significant side effects.
“Abortion carries the potential for
serious complications, and there is no
need to increase the risk to patients
for an elective procedure that is not
based on health, especially in a state
where, according to the Guttmacher
Institute, a mere 1 percent of women
live in a county where there is no abortion provider.”
Placing convenience over safety, she
added, is inherently dangerous.
“The need for a very small number
of women to potentially have to travel
across a county line in order to obtain
an elective procedure hardly seems
worth the general risk to women’s
safety,” the analyst said. “Of course,
any policy intended to increase the
number of abortions means the loss
of more precious pre-born lives. We

are working toward and praying for
this bill’s failure.”
As of May 17, the bill had already
passed two Assembly committees and
was being held in the Appropriations
Committee.
A companion bill AB 980, (Richard
Pan, D-Sacramento), would lessen the
building requirements for abortion
clinics by reclassifying them as “primary
care clinics,” essentially designating
them in the same category as minor
health treatments and vaccinations.
“For medical abortions, there is no
difference between taking a pill for a
cold or taking one to induce an abortion,” Beth Parker, chief legal counsel
for Planned Parenthood Affiliates of
California, wrote in her analysis supporting AB 980.
That bill passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee on May 15
on a 12-5 vote.
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Graduation message: It isn’t easy being green
This is the time of year when graduation ceremonies abound. Today it
appears everyone—even preschoolers, gets a certificate, prizes and kudos.
With so many events, I assume
there’s a shortage of commencement speakers. Institutions of higher
learning sometimes count on keynoters who have a connection to a
particular school or course of study,
but long ago even the best bodies of
academic brilliance began to opt for
any big name celebrity as speaker.
Cast members of the now defunct
“Jersey Shore” reality show come to
mind.
It is with all of this background that
I decided to write today’s column as
a universal graduation speech. I’m
not worried about political correctness either. This is something that
works with nearly every age group,
although some of the bigger words
may need to be adjusted so that
younger children (and many members of Congress) can understand.
So, here is my all-purpose message
to the Class of 2013….
(FIRST I AM NOTING WILD,
WARM APPLAUSE): Thank you,
thank you very much! Oh, please, sit
down… no need to keep the standing ovation going, folks. What? Oh,
no chairs? That’s right, budget cuts.
OK, please continue standing. I’ll try

to keep this short and
ones ripen slowly, and
to the point…
are usable much lonTo the Class of 2013,
ger. So stay eager, fresh
parents, loved ones,
and always learning—
faculty and administra“green”—and you will
tors, union represengrow. When you grow,
tatives, government
you see every day in a
regulators, OSHA and
fresh new way, ready to
EPA bureaucrats—weltake on whatever opcome. And congratuportunities arise… in
lations on a job well
spite of challenges that
Mark Larson
done.
are a part of life.
Ray Kroc, the man
Too many students
who took McDonald’s from a little get to this point, grab the diploma
store owned by a couple of brothers and stop learning. While a break
in Southern California to a billions- now and then helps air out the brain,
and-gazillions-sold fast food pow- do not yield to laziness as so many
erhouse often said, “When you’re students do. You know the attitude: I
green you’re growing, when you’re will never read anything again. I am
ripe you rot.”
sick of reading for school. Party on!
He was right, of course. But I feel
I have a bulletin for you: your felthe need to remind you he meant low students who stay green, eagerly
“green” as in “new and inexperi- learning, and have developed a skill
enced, eager to learn more.” He did for reading on their own—for fun—
not mean you work to minimize your no matter what the subject, THOSE
carbon footprint and have solar- students (yes, the geeks) get the
powered everything, recycling and jobs. A little time off at the beach is
not exhaling toxic carbon dioxide (a great. Just don’t make a career of it.
little something for you EPA people That does not include you lifeguards
there).
who make some sweet money and
Mr. Kroc’s point was: Don’t as- pensions in many cities.
sume you are now “ripe” and acOne of the best disciplines you
complished. Ever. Ripe tomatoes, can have in life is this: READ. Read
for example, have a short shelf life, something all the time. Have readeventually being thrown at bad ing material all over where you live.
speakers (no offense to you politi- Read online, and most importantly
cians in the audience). Greener read material that will help you grow,

not rot your head, heart and soul.
My family knows I can’t watch TV
without having magazines, a couple
of newspapers and a book handy. I
feel guilty if I just sit and watch TV
while doing nothing else. It takes a
rare program to command that attention from me.
I am also high tech with a Nook
and iPad with more information and
bookmarked websites. And with today’s technology, the iPhone ensures
I never get stuck anyplace without
something to read.
Read often. Renew yourself. Relax
in knowing most people do not do
this. That makes you SPECIAL and
more productive and competitive.
It also makes you smarter by using
more of that gray matter God created between yours ears.
The Word
Be sure to read plenty of the “God
stuff,” not just on Sundays. Pray often. Keep short accounts with God,
always in conversation when you can.
And yes, that WWJD (What Would
Jesus Do?) slogan is a great reminder, too.
I love having numerous Bible
translations and paraphrases of the
Old and New Testament available on
my electronic devices, all searchable
at a moment’s notice. Some daily devotionals are also essential, for quick
shots of Divine Energy. I like the

ones that show up in my daily email
inbox, early every morning.
The priority
Above all, never forget what’s
most important in this life: God,
who created you. Your parents, (no
matter how dysfunctional families
may be), who have given you life.
And family members need support
where appropriate, plus plenty of
prayers.
When you roll out of bed each
morning, ask yourself, “How can I
use what God has given me today,
to glorify him as my thanks, and to
grow and inspire others as I pursue
my goals in life?”
Stay green. Grow. Help others get
where they want to go. Appreciate
every moment, and don’t take blessings for granted. And let God make
you what He wants you to be, every
day.
So, congratulations on your graduation from this chapter of your life.
This is only a beginning. That’s why
we call this commencement. Now,
get on with it. God bless you all.
Larson is a veteran Southern California radio/television personality
and media consultant. His voice is
heard on KPRZ 1210AM, and his
weekday talkshow airs mornings 6-9
on KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com.

Isn’t it about time that we rethink ‘old fashioned’ values?
“Personal leadership is the process of
keeping your vision and values before
you and aligning your life to be congruent with them.”
— Stephen Covey, leadership
consultant and writer
One of the most competitive categories of computer apps these days
is the category everyone terms productivity. I’ve discovered that half
the battle of getting things done is
just getting them down. Grabbing a
swirling list of things to do out of
my head and ordering them in a
prioritized list helps me relax.
But the greatest aspect of these
apps for me is priorities—highlighting the tasks on the list that
really matter. Imagine making daily

decisions without a sense of what’s
important. Do I work on my new
book, or answer e-mail? Do I plan
my wife’s birthday or work on a
blog post? Do I do my taxes or fix
the plumbing problem?
Every day is made up of many
decisions based on what’s really important. In fact, I would go so far as
to say that most unsuccessful people are unsuccessful because they
either can’t or won’t decide on the
important priorities in their lives.
In writing my latest book, I
learned that the secret to understanding your priorities is having
values. Values are the bumpers
on the bowling alley of life. They
determine our boundaries—how
far we’ll go on questionable is-
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the raise you want? Or
sues. Knowing what
supporting your spouse
matters—what you
when he or she is drivvalue—is absolutely
ing you crazy or not
the key to living a
paying attention to you?
life of meaning and
Pursuing a life of
purpose.
Values determine
value can be costly. It
what’s important and
comes with a price. But
help determine your
what we exchange for
daily decisions. And
that price is the ability
while values influence
to hold our head high
the big choices—your
during the day and
Phil Cooke
chances of cheating on
sleep well at night. Peryour spouse, robbing a bank or killing haps just as importantly, it allows us
your neighbor—they also govern a mil- to relax. The mental toll of cheatlion small decisions we make every day. ing, lying or stealing is draining.
Every day we have multiple op- Trying to remember the lie you told
portunities to express our values, your boss the last time so today’s lie
and, frankly, many of us drop the will match up can literally wear you
ball. But what seems like something out.
insignificant now can easily become
something huge tomorrow.
“Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make man a
“We may define therapy as a search more clever devil.”
for value.”
— C. S. Lewis, author of “The
— Abraham Maslow,
Chronicles of Narnia”
psychologist and philosopher
Values matter. They’re the map
The problem really isn’t hav- on the journey of self-discovery that
ing values; the problem is living leads to discovering your purpose
them out. Sure, we all value hon- in life. Discovering that purpose
esty, integrity and forgiveness, but without a sense of values is like
when pressed, do we really live being unable to make a decision
them out? And what about when it about which turn to make. In many
costs us? Are we willing to be hon- ways our culture has lost its sense of
est when it’s so easy to change our values; I worry about a generation
tax return? Or tell the truth when that’s been brought up afraid to
it comes to helping a coworker get make choices for fear of offending

someone. We’ve become a culture
afraid to make judgments and proscribe values to anything because of
our overwhelming fear of offending. But something inside knows
that’s not true. Some choices are
better than others. Some decisions
make sense, and others don’t.
“No amount of ability is of the slightest avail without honor.”
— Andrew Carnegie,
industrialist, businessman,
and philanthropist
Your power to choose is remarkable. Your ability to change your
life is directly connected to your
ability to make choices and to take
responsibility for those choices. In
other words, your daily decisions
determine your destiny. The point
is that your career and your life
need to be aligned with your values.
Whatever you choose to do can’t
contradict or conflict with your basic principles.
The foundation of your life is
what gives you the confidence to
make strong decisions, and that
foundation is ultimately created
from what you value.
Cooke, Ph.D. is a media producer
and strategist. His new book is “One
Big Thing: Discovering What You
Were Born to Do.” Find out more
at philcooke.com.
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Immigration deformed: New bill is flawed
There’s the story of a woman
with five kids who was asked if she
had to do it all over again would she
have five children?
“Yes,” she said, “just not these
five.”
That’s the way I feel about the immigration “reform” bill introduced
by the Senate’s bipartisan “Gang of
8.” I’m all for an immigration bill,
just not this immigration bill -- at
least in its present form.
One of the “gang” members,
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL.), indicated the bill has problems that need
fixing when he said in a recent interview: “Let’s try to fix it. Let’s try
to change it, but to just say let’s defeat the whole thing; I don’t think
that’s a productive approach either.
I think this is a starting point that
obviously we can and should improve.”
There is much to improve,
maybe too much. The Daily Caller
read through all 844 pages of the
pending bill and found it contains

years in prison and a
“roughly 400 exemp$250,000 fine, but, he
tions,
exceptions,
says, “...under this bill
waivers, determinathe illegal alien would
tions and grants of disface a $1,000 penalty
cretion.” In fact, the
covering all his many
Caller found, “The
offenses, a penalty
document mentions
which in many cases
‘discretion’ or ‘discrewill be waived.” Actionary’ 41 times ...
cording to Krikorian,
‘judge’ or ‘judges’ 73
the individual would
times ... determines is
Cal Thomas
then be “issued a new
used 84 times.” This
bill has more holes in it than a Tex- Social Security number without any
past bad credit or arrest records.”
as border fence.
Responding to a report by What’s with all the preferential
Ronald Mortensen, a fellow at treatment?
the Center for Immigration StudSen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL.), a
ies, which analyzed the Senate member of the Gang of 8, said in a
proposal, the center’s executive statement to Breitbart News, “The
director, Mark Krikorian, offered, Gang of 8 made a promise that il“Illegal aliens will be rewarded for legal immigrants will not be able to
breaking laws for which American access public benefits. We already
citizens are routinely punished.” know that, once granted green
He cites as one example the use of cards and ultimately citizenship, ila fraudulent Social Security card, legal immigrants will be able to acwhich, he says, would cause an cess all public benefit programs at
American citizen to face up to 10 a great cost to taxpayers. We have,

however, identified a number of
loopholes that would allow illegal
immigrants to draw public benefits
even sooner than advertised.” Sen.
Jeff Flake (R-AR.) disagrees. So let’s
close up the loopholes and debate
it on the Senate floor.
Additional public benefits for
illegal immigrants should not be
seen as far-fetched, given a Boston
Herald report about the family
of the accused Boston Marathon
bombers, whose residency may
have been legal, but whose behavior was not: “The Tsarnaev family,
including the suspected terrorists
and their parents, benefited from
more than $100,000 in taxpayerfunded assistance -- a bonanza
ranging from cash and food stamps
to Section 8 housing from 2002 to
2012.” These were able-bodied people. Why did they receive benefits?
What loophole did the Tsarnaev
family slip through?
Attorney General Eric Holder
has taken the issue of breaking the

law to new depths. In an April 24
speech to the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Holder said that creating a
“pathway to earned citizenship” is a
“civil right.” If that’s so, why deny
anyone from coming to America,
even from nations that breed terrorists?
As it stands, the bill is unlikely to
pass. That’s why Sen. Rubio is right
about the need to fix it. If he were
to introduce an amendment to ban
an illegal from voting for 10 years,
we might see Democratic support
for the measure quickly fade. The
Democratic Party appears interested in “importing” new Democratic
voters. Illegal immigrants know
this, which leads many of them to
believe that even if they break the
law to get here, they have a “right”
to become American citizens. I
don’t think so, do you?
© 2013 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

Initiative stresses how to be a heroic dad
Most people define
than children born to
courage by extraordimarried mothers.
nary acts of heroism,
“Infant mortalbut being a good faity rates are 1.8 times
ther takes real courhigher for infants
age.
of unmarried mothWhen was the last
ers than for martime you saw the meried mothers.” Being
dia portray a strong
raised without a dad
father, maybe even
“raises the risk of teen
a Christian dad, in a
pregnancy, marrying
Eric Metaxas
positive light? You’re
with less than a high
far more likely to see dads shown school degree, and forming a maras clueless, rigid, or the butt of con- riage where both partners have less
stant jokes. The unspoken assump- than a high school degree. There is
tion in film, on TV, and in the cul- significantly more drug use among
ture, is that fathers are expendable. children who do not live with both
But statistics tell another story, and their mother and father.”
it’s no laughing matter.
Yikes!
According to the National FaAnd our old friend Chuck Coltherhood Initiative: “Children in fa- son saw the big difference that
ther-absent homes are almost four good fathers make. “Our prison systimes more likely to be poor. Chil- tems are full of people who never
dren born to single mothers show had the example of a courageous
higher levels of aggressive behavior father—or any father at all,” Chuck

said. “Over 70 percent of long-term
prison inmates come from broken
homes, and young men raised in
fatherless households are at least
twice as likely to be incarcerated as
those from intact families.”
So there’s a lot of research
showing that dads are absolutely
indispensable. We get that. And yet,
because of busyness, cultural pressures brought to bear on our kids,
and other factors, even Christian
dads struggle with being present
and engaged with their families.
Too often we dads struggle to lead
in our homes and provide a godly
example.
It’s not that we’re unwilling;
some of us just don’t know how
to get started. Which is why I’m
thrilled to tell you about a strategic
new initiative to help dads across
America on Father’s Day weekend
in June.
Last November, over sixty key

fathering leaders, influencers and
pastors came together at an event
called The Fatherhood CoMission
Summit in Rome, Georgia. They
strategized and prayed about how
to help churches assist fathers in
their divinely ordained role.
What came out of this gathering
was the “Courageous Dads Simulcast.” This encouraging, fun, and
instructive 90-minute program features quality speakers such as Dennis Rainey, Stephen and Alex Kendrick, comedian Michael Jr., and a
host of pro athletes and recording
artists.
The 90-minute simulcast will air
Friday, June 14. There’s still time
for you to get your church or men’s
group—or even just yourself—
signed up.
“Courageous Dads: Stepping up
to Heroic Fatherhood” will engage,
encourage, and edify those of us
who are fathers; equip churches to

champion the cause of fatherhood;
and instill a vision for what Father’s
Day should be in our homes and
churches. And it’s not expensive,
either. The Courageous Dads Simulcast is a joint ministry of Prison
Fellowship and the Colson Center,
The Fatherhood Commission, Lifeway, Focus on the Family, the National Hispanic Christian Leaders
Conference, and many more.
Our kids, our families, our communities, and our nation need
good dads, and the Courageous
Dads Simulcast is a great way to encourage dads in your church and to
engage your community with our
Heavenly Father’s love.
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a
radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.

Evangelicals can have common cause with Pope Francis
As an evangelical Christian, with
Catholic roots as a youth, I’ve always
been fascinated by the intrigue, the
secrecy and the incredibly long history
surrounding the selection of popes.
But my fascination with the
spring selection of Cardinal Jorge
Bergoglio for pope is quite different from that of the secular world.
Their interest is more focused
on determining if he’ll move the
church toward ordaining women or
recognizing birth control or showing sympathy for any of a number
of other popular secularist causes.
Why? Because Pope Francis represents a value system at odds with
the relativistic, anything-goes culture promoted so consistently by
our major news media and entertainment elites.
What the pope believes, and the
emphasis he applies, has the potential to impact hundreds of millions
of people worldwide and the public
policy of any western nation that
has a significant Christian heritage.
Don’t get me wrong, as an evangelical Christian I have strong differences with the Catholic Church
on the unique authority of Scripture, the doctrine of justification by
faith and how eternal life is secured.
Obviously, these are not small mat-

ters, as evidenced by the historical
animosity between Protestants and
Catholics since the Reformation.
But as the saying goes, politics do
make for strange bedfellows.
Although Catholics and evangelicals should not be unequally yoked
concerning key doctrinal issues,
we can share a common passion
to pursue our unique salt-and-light
mandate to the world (see Matthew 5:13-16). This includes being
co-laborers in influencing our nation’s leadership to rule justly and
to create public policy for the good
of everyone, not just for Christians
(Galatians 6:10a).
So where do we actually have
common cause?
First and foremost is a belief in
the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death. We agree
that public funding which incentivizes—or supports in any manner—
abortion on demand, euthanasia,
embryonic stem cell research or
infanticide (including partial birth
abortion)—clearly violates biblical
truths concerning the preciousness
of life (carefully read Genesis 1:27;
Psalm 127:3 and Psalm 139:13-16).
Catholics have led the pro-life battle for years, and Pope Francis will
vigorously continue that fight not

just in our nation but
around the world.
Relative to the historical, cultural and
practical
definition
and purpose of marriage, Pope Francis
and the Catholic
church have been
steadfast in supporting the one man, one
Frank
woman for life biblical
standard given to mankind by God (Genesis 2:18-24; Matthew 19:4-6). We agree that government’s redefining and promoting
any other construct is contrary to
what God intended for the benefit
of families and society and should
be resisted whenever possible.
In religious liberty, Pope Francis
appears to be rightfully concerned
about secular governments’ imposing their godless ideologies on the
will of people of conscience. In our
country, the legal battles to force
Obamacare on companies and organizations (particularly Catholicbased ones) to provide abortion
and contraception insurance coverage is symptomatic of what lies
ahead in religious conscience issues
if the government gets its way.
Finally, what Pope Francis refresh-

ingly brings to the public
debate is his personal
passion to minister
to the poor. This is a
Christian mandate from
the very beginning as
evidenced in the second
greatest commandment
(Matthew 22:39; see also
Luke 10:25-37 and Matthew 5:44). Even though
Kacer
Pope Francis is a Jesuit,
he sees the danger of
government-imposed societal leveling that destroys personal initiative
and responsibility and replaces it with
dependence on a godless government.
The core issue
Not only is government incapable of actually helping the poor, it’s
unqualified to even diagnose their
real problems. That role is rightfully embraced by people of faith
who have the necessary insight and
wisdom to help people identify and
face their fundamental issues in life
(for three key life issues requiring
discernment, see 1 Thessalonians
5:14).
Needless to say, the above public
policy issues are of profound importance to us as a people and as
a nation. The Catholic church has

its internal problems, and so does
the broader evangelical community. But on matters of life, marriage,
religious conscience and the poor
we can stand together to be the nation’s conscience and to provide
wise counsel to our leaders to do
what’s right and not what’s expedient or self-serving.
Kacer is founder of the Christian
Citizenship Council and writes the
Biblical Politics column for Washington Times Communities. Follow
on Twitter @FrankKacer, #BiblicalPolitics, or email frankkacer@
hotmail.com.

CENTURY 21 AWARD
PROVERBS 3:5-10
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‘Therapist Sez’ offers free advice
from mental health professionals

Bridges In Home Care LLC
Specializing in

Companionship, Care Giving, LVN Care
Hospice Care and End of Life Care
All employees are screened,
bonded and insured
Serving all of San Diego County
Contact us today for your caregiver needs
info@bridgesinhomecare.com
www.BridgesInHomeCare.com
Call 619-288-7884

Bridging Quality Care with Your Peace of Mind

Reasons Samaritan Ministries’ members
can help reduce your HEALTH CARE costs.

1
2

God answers prayers.

It’s really true. Members pray for other members who have medical needs,
and God answers those prayers. Fervent prayer is powerful and effective.

Share money goes for needs, not administration.

Members send their monthly share directly to one another –household to
household. It is not used for administrative costs, executive bonuses, stockholder
dividends, investments, or buildings. (Administrative costs are paid separately
through a $180* annual fee and start-up shares from new members.)

3
4

A Biblical lifestyle is healthier.

All members conﬁrm their belief in Jesus Christ and agree to live a Biblical
lifestyle, eliminating many unhealthy practices.

Members work hard to keep their own medical
costs down.

They know that seeking unnecessary medical services results in a larger burden
for other members.

5
6

Samaritan Ministries is a not-for-proﬁt ministry.

Samaritan Ministries is recognized by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service as a
501(c)3 religious, charitable organization. We exist for ministry, not for proﬁt.

God answers prayer.

From beginning to end, this ministry is dependent on God answering the
prayers of His people. He alone can provide for all of our needs. All of the glory
and praise go to Him.
* As of June 2012

The threefold ministry of Samaritan Ministries’ members:
Send a note.

Pay your share.

Always stay alert in prayer.

To request an info packet, call 888-268-4377
or email: info@samaritanministries.org
Visit us online at www.samaritanministries.org/intro
Follow us on Twitter (@samaritanmin)
and Facebook (Samaritan Ministries)

Biblical faith
applied to health care

Liberty Charter High School
Grades 9-12

No
Tuition
Small School
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Academics
Leadership
Literacy
Technology

ENROLL
NOW
Call Today
619.668.2131
Our goal is to create and equip
the leaders of tomorrow

Located in
Lemon Grove
8425 Palm Street

By Lori Arnold
LA MESA — Once a month, licensed
counselor Don Welch trades in his
therapeutic couch for stage lights
and a microphone as he tries to make
mental health care more accessible to
the public.
Welch, founder and president of the
Center for Enriching Relationships,
is the host of “My Therapist Sez,” a
monthly community-oriented panel
discussion featuring various mental
health professionals from the region.
It his hosted at Skyline Church, where
Welch serves as a part-time counseling
pastor.
“The dream was to encourage people
to see that therapy could be a very helpful process,” he said of the program he
started six years ago.
Even practicing Christians, he
said, can benefit from solid biblical
counseling.
“I see a lot of times people are moving
toward perfection in Christ, but they
don’t have the wholeness,” he said. “I
saw that as a pastor, and that’s one of
the reasons that drove me to go back
to school to get licensures. People
want to know God, but sometimes their
proclivities from woundings in childhood or as young adults keep them
from receiving God’s grace. Therefore
they are not experiencing his grace.”
Since then, Welch has held nearly 75 sessions that have dealt with
such topics as eating disorders,
suicidal children, sexual issues,
housing stress and its relational
impacts, unforgiveness, parenting,
getting marital needs met, managing a mate’s bad habits, post-abortion loss, addictions, facing cancer,
managing dependent personalities
and creating soul mate ties with a
spouse.
“These are right at the core of
where people live,” Welch, an ordained minister, said. “It’s a Christian environment, obviously, but it
creates a very non-threatening environment where you can observe
a therapist talking about very pertinent issues.”
The format of the monthly meetings includes a brief presentation
on the night’s topics and then a
panel discussion featuring four
health professionals. Past forum
experts have included medical doc-

Christian therapist Don Welch leads
free monthly sessions offering
insights on mental health issues and
relationships.

tors, psychotherapists, neurosurgeons, researchers, pastors, clinical
psychologists, professors and marriage and family therapists. Guests
are invited to submit questions in
writing, which fosters privacy.
“It seemed as though if the
church could offer this kind of dialog, we would be creating, potentially, much more help in the local
church, and talking about topics
that often-times don’t get talked
about,” Welch said.
Unlike his private practice where
clients are counseled, My Therapist
Sez is designed as an educational
venue.
“It was a dream of mine that we
might have a way of answering specific
questions people have, very pertinent
daily questions they have, in a dialogue
format. It’s like having a therapist or a
licensed mental health professional in
your living room and then responding

to your questions.”
The meetings, held the first Wednesday of every month, draw anywhere
from 85 to 135 people per session and
have been so successful that a second
meeting is now being offered in North
County.
“I’m so pleased with what the panel
does both in presentation and in dialog,” Welch said. “It becomes its own
personality by virtue of the questions
from the audience.”
In the coming months Welch said
he would like to take advantage of
Skyline Church’s technology resources
by offering free live streaming of My
Therapist Sez to churches around the
country, starting with those in the San
Diego area. He said the sessions could
become interactive by using cell phone
texting so those at satellite sites could
have their questions answered by the
expert panel.
“We could have a hundred churches
that would tie in, and some could raise
their questions,” he said.
Although the focus on the sessions is strengthening individuals
and families, Welch said his vision
goes even broader.
“The dream with My Therapist
Sez is that it would be an impetus, it would be a way in which we
could move in the direction, even
more closely and carefully, for a
revival for marriages,” he said. “I
don’t want to be presumptuous to
say this could be the next awakening, but we need a revival. My hope
is that My Therapist Sez may have
more influence than just being a
talking point … that it would be a
way to ignite help within families
that would lead us to really getting
our knees and praying for revival
because that’s what we need for our
families.

Upcoming topics for “My Therapist Sez:”
July 3: “Anxiety Reducing Skills”
Aug. 7: “Questions Kids Ask About Sex,” featuring Bill and Pam Farrel
Sept. 4: “Best Relationship Communication Techniques
Oct. 2: “Self-Soothing vs. Self-Medicating”
Nov. 6: “Healthy Relationship Boundaries”
Dec. 4: “Responsive vs. Reactive Relationships”
The “My Therapist Sez” sessions run from 6:45 to 8 p.m. on the
first Wednesday of each month at Skyline Church in La Mesa. For
more information, call (619) 280-3430.
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HIKERS…
Continued from page 1
semite in June and a fall climb on
Mount Kilimanjaro, which at 19,341
feet is the world’s tallest mountain.
The climbs are an outreach of
Aiding Children’s Villages, a ministry the Shankles launched to provide housing for orphans. In addition to a fundraising tool for the
orphans, Ryan Shankles uses the excursions as a disciple opportunity.
The trio, from Grace Chapel of the
Coast in Oceanside, was having a mostly
uneventful hike when snow chutes
began to encroach on the hiking trails.
Shankles, a seasoned outdoorsman,
led the men off the trail to get around
the slippery patches. Eventually they
ended up on the wrong trail and turned
back. Shankles soon noticed the surroundings were unfamiliar. Darkness
approached.
“It was an impasse,” he said.
Following along the river
Shankles discovered a piece from
a red Mylar balloon. Thinking it
might attract rescuers, he put it in
his pocket. Seeing a ravine, they followed it to a meadow where they
hunkered down for the evening.
In order to sleep, they covered
their upper torso and head with a
large banner with the words “Jesus
is Lord.” Like his Swiss Army knife,
compass, map and water, the banner had become mandatory gear.
“We take that banner to the
mountains when we hike there and
to proclaim that banner over that
mountain and pray,” Shankles said.
Elusive flame
After a frigid night that kept
Shankles from sleep, the group continued to follow the river in hopes
of finding a way back to the main
trail. As they began to lose sun for
the second day, they searched for
an elevated location away from bear
scat and that provided a look out
for rescue teams.
By the afternoon they stumbled
upon the perfect site to settle in.
“It was an awesome place,” he
said. “There were these three massive rocks, and they had three walls.
… We were able to build a great
cave with the oak tree branches and
a bunch of pine.”
They tried repeatedly to light a
fire, to no avail.
They spooned together overnight
to keep warm.
By the third morning, aware a
storm was approaching, they stayed
put and focused on again trying to
light a fire for warmth—and as a signal for rescuers.
“We needed to stop,” Shakles
said. “We needed to pray.”
After spending time in prayer
they began gathering kindling, trying every method they could think
of to create a spark.
“It was never hot enough,” he
said. “We never got a window of
where the sun would come out. The
clouds were always covering it.”
They continued to ask God for
intervention.
“That’s all we did,” the hiker said.
“We prayed for fire.”

SD

Jesus front and center
in lost hiker coverage
By Lori Arnold
OCEANSIDE — As Jill Shankles
prayed for her missing husband,
Ryan, the camera from local NBC
affiliate KNSD rolled tape. The
news crew and several others were
covering a North County prayer
vigil in honor of three Oceanside
men lost in the mountains of San
Bernardino.
The cameras were also there
the next morning when the hikers were found after helicopters
spotted their daytime fire. The
tape was still rolling as the hikers talked about the rescue, their
faith Christ and how they used a
Jesus is Lord banner to stay warm.
Print and web stories carried
the photo of the Jesus is Lord banner from an earlier expedition,
and in some news articles ”Jesus is
Lord” was featured in headlines.
Local TV stations featured their
story, complete with references to
Jesus, at the top of the their newscasts.
“I was happy to see that they
didn’t edit out Jesus,” said Ron
Ohst, pastor of Grace Chapel
of the Coast, where the men are
members. “They left the prayer
meeting intact. I think they did
a fair job of reporting everything
that was going on.”
All of the interest in the hikers

Clouds part
By late afternoon, Shankles decided to collect the resin powder
left behind from their previous attempts at generating a spark. He
added soft leaves and kindling to
the mix. Still no go.
“All day we weren’t having success,” he said.
He remembered the piece of Mylar and pulled it from his pocket,
bundling all the kindling inside
into the shape of a bird’s nest.
“I said, ‘David, We need 15 minutes of sun, we need to pray.’ This
was at 3 o’clock, so we’re thinking
the hot spot is already over us, and
then there it was. This big huge
cloud lifted.”
Using a small magnifying glass
from one of their army knives,
small wafts of smoke lifted up,
but the pile still refused to ignite.
Shankles looked up to see another
mammoth cloud moving in, threatening to close their window on the
sun’s light.
In a flash, Shankles remembered a tip he saw on a episode of
the Discovery Channels “Man vs.
Wild” program. Host Bear Grylls
told viewers when facing a stubborn fire start, ball the materials in
your hands and keep blowing until
it sparks.
“Bam, it combusted … It was
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prompted the church to host a
celebration gathering on May 9,
two days after the rescue. They
also opened up the Sunday worship service to let the men share
their testimonies.
“We’re doing whatever we can
to get people who might be interested in the story to come and
hear the story,” Ohst said. “Out
of that it’s an easy jump to the
God who seeks and saves the lost.
There are also the stories that
we will never hear of people at
the water cooler. They will have
one opportunity after another to
share the gospel out of it.”
While the incident provided a
great avenue for evangelism, Ohst
said it was also a good bonding experience for the church.
“We just operated the way we
always operate,” the pastor said.
“We take our struggles, our trials, our fears to the Lord and to
His Word, and lean heavily on
the Word and pray according to
the promises. We try to stay out of
fear and in faith and trusting the
sovereignty of God all through it.”
He said living out trials and
struggles with one another can
become a practical reminder to
rely on the Lord.
“If He does a miracle, He’s
there with us,” Ohst said. “If He
doesn’t give a miracle and then

one of the most amazing things to
see all of our faith (at work). We
just went, ‘We have fire. We have
a signal. Oh, we have warmth.’ It
was amazing,” Shankles said. “It was
one of the best miracles ever.”
Exuberated, the men felt sure
the smoke would lead to their rescue the following day.
“We were on a pretty good high,”
he said. “We were getting warm,
and we hear a helicopter and it’s
coming up the ravine toward us.”
In an unrehearsed dance, the
three men began tossing pine needles and branches on the fire to
draw pilot’s attention. Just as fast as
they heard the propeller approach,

just gives us the strength to go
through a difficult time, He’s with
us. Either way, we win.”
Jill Shankels said she was also
awed by how quickly the story
spread as offers of prayer came in
from across the globe. Even more
so, she said she was blessed at how
open the media was in covering
their faith.
“I’m like, ‘Jesus is getting headlines,” she said. “I was really happy
that even in the midst of it God
was being glorified.”
Several days after his rescue,
Ryan Shankels was still trying to
sift through all of the emails, calls
and texts that were sent on his
behalf, stunned that their ordeal
generated so much publicity.
“I’m blown away by how much
the name of Jesus has been in other articles,” he said. “It was really
amazing to see how much exposure Jesus’ name got.
“It’s like you have to go through
a trial to see your faith increase.
The most important thing is we
want the name of Jesus to be glorified, and that’s what we’ve seen
here.”
As long as there is media interest, the Shankles said they will
gladly share their testimony, but
on their terms.
“We are not going to filter it,”
he said.

it dissipated as the chopper—reminiscent of a Hollywood script—
passed by.
“We just looked at each other,”
he said. “It was a tough time because we were just like ‘OK, that
was brutal. That was it.’ But then
the Word came, ‘Hey, they’re looking for us. That’s great. They’re going to come back. We linked up to
that. The fact is you don’t want to
stay in the negative.”
Intense prayer
Back at the Oceanside church,
members gathered for a Monday
night prayer vigil. Among them was
Jill Shankles, who joined up with

them after interceding there all
day.
“We prayed for them to have really creative ideas to get themselves
out of binds,” she said. “We prayed
for them to be invisible to the enemy. We prayed for animals not to
smell them or see them. We prayed
for them to have faith like they
never had before. We prayed for so
many things.”
Even as their church prayed together, Shankles, Yoder and de
la Torre tried to stay upbeat, but
their third night in the wilderness
brought weariness. They cut pieces
of the Jesus is Lord banner and
threw it on the fire to keep it going.
“That was the night that we were
probably the lowest,” Shankles said.
“We missed the copter. Our faith
was low even though we had fire because it was just cold. We couldn’t
sleep. All you could do was stand
next to the fire and to continue to
turn around to stay warm.”
They clung to visions of the next
day and their plan to build a bigger
fire to draw rescuers to them. By
the next morning determination
took hold.
“We said ‘Lord, send them down
this way, down the river toward us,”
he said. “We’re ready, we’ve prepared, we’ve done our works and
we’re going to have faith.
“It was so neat. About 10:15 you
hear ’em bouncing off the ravine
coming towards you, and when
you could see them, we just threw
a bunch of huge pine on that fire.
You couldn’t miss it. It was a massive
plume. He slowed down towards us,
did a little loop and started talking
to us. And it was ‘Hallelujah.’”
Since his May 7 rescue, Shankles
said most people want to know how
the experience has shaped his faith.
“What came out of it was our
faith was tremendously increased,”
Shankles said. “That was so worth it.
It was so neat to have that experience.
“(There is) a certain amount
of faith that is given to us, and in
order to have more you do have
to go through a trial. There’s just
no doubt about it. We see it in the
Bible over and over where they go
through these trials and they come
out in the Hall of Faith. I was just
glad to be a part of (it), to see people pull together in prayer.”
For more information on the
orphan ministry, visit www.aidingchildrensvillages.org.
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Christian Examiner wins Spirit West Coast event seeks volunteers
top reporting award
Christian Examiner staff report
NASHVILLE — The Christian
Examiner was awarded first place
in Reporting at the annual Evangelical Press Association convention
held May 1 to 3 in Nashville. The
award was one of four the newspaper took home for work published
during 2012.
The winning entry, beating out
second place finisher Christianity
Today, was “No Room at the Inn,”
written by editor Lori Arnold.
The story was about the tragic
murder of a homeless Orange
County man who was unable to
find a place to live due to other
unfortunate circumstances in his
life.
The judge said, “Excellent telling of a story through a mother’s
eyes. Evokes compassion for one of
society’s outcasts. A great topical fit
for a Christian publication. Courageous, compassionate reporting.
Well done.”
The first place award was the second top award in three years for
Arnold, who is the editor for the
California editions of the Christian
Examiner. A 2010 article, ironically
also about a homeless man, won
first place in the Interview category
two years ago.
The Christian Examiner’s Minnesota edition also won in the Reporting category. Editor Scott Noble was
awarded fifth place for “Rebuilding
Lives: Salvation Army’s ARC Helps
Men Turn Lives Around.”
Noble’s series, “Every Nation,
Tribe, People and Language,” was
awarded fourth place in the Article

Series category. It was his second
award in consecutive years for that
category.
The Christian Examiner was
again recognized for its overall
publication with an Award of Merit
for newspapers.
Between the California and Minnesota editions, the Christian Examiner continues to be the most
awarded Christian newspaper over
the past three decades.
Keener assumes role of president
During the Nashville convention,
Christian Examiner co-publisher
and web developer Theresa Keener
was installed
as the next
president of
the association. She will
chair
the
board of directors for the next two years.
With Keener’s election to that
role, she and her husband Lamar
become the first married couple to
have each served as president of the
65-year-old association. Lamar was
president from 2007 to 2009.
The Evangelical Press Association is the professional membership association for the Christian
periodical industry. Founded in
1948 with the help of Billy Graham,
there are currently more than 300
members throughout the United
States and Canada.
For more information, visit www.
evangelicalpress.com.

MONTEREY — Spirit West
Coast—Monterey is seeking volunteers for its Aug. 1 to 3 Christian
music festival. While the musicians
and speakers are the cornerstone
of the summer event, its volunteers
are the backbone.
In all, organizers need a team of
about 800 people in 40 different
service areas to make all aspects of
the event—concerts, workshops,
exhibit hall, sports and actions
games, and VeggieLand—happen.
All those serving are expected to
adhere to the attributes of Romans
12:9-13.
Event producer Jon Robberson
said that as a nonprofit, the festival
operates much like a church, which
is dependent upon its people to
carry out the vision.
“It’s really ‘the people’ who own the
festival,” he said.

Each volunteer will be scheduled to
work 4.5 hours for each of the three
days. Some assignments, including
security, camp managers, electrical
and information, production and
video techs—require a nine-hour-a-day
commitment.
“I continually hear back from volunteers that they get a real sense of
spiritual reward from serving, and I can
certainly understand that,” Robberson
said. “It’s a real feeling of accomplishment when you’ve been part of the
event team that provides an opportunity for hundreds of people to accept
Jesus as their Savior.”
Everyone who volunteers receives a
SWC volunteer T-shirt and a full-event
wristband. Volunteers must be at least
17 years old for most tasks. Teens 15
and older may work in VeggieLand.
Those working in security must be 21
or older, while transportation workers

must be at least 25.
The applicant fee for volunteers is
$30 for those submitted online and
$40 for those sent by mail. Prices will
increase by $10 for applications submitted after June 12. Camping fees are
not included in the volunteer fee and
must be purchased separately through
the box office.
Among the positions available are
security, admission, merchandise sale,
construction, interpreters, food service, golf cart management, camping
helpers, medical, parking and traffic,
public relations, ministry, shuttles,
sports and recreation, ushers and
transportation.
Since volunteers are interacting
with the public, they are subject to
a background check.
For more information, visit www.
spiritwestcoast.org/volunteers.

Blanchard publishes teen leadership book
SAN DIEGO — Nationally recognized leadership expert Ken
Blanchard has released a news series for teens based on his trademark philosophy, “Lead like Jesus.”
Blanchard, a San Diego resident,
co-wrote “Ignite” with Phil Hodges,
his partner on the bestselling book
“Lead like Jesus.”
Ignite, published by NavPress
and released May 15, is described as
a leadership program designed specifically for high school students.
The new title includes a CD, DVD, a
student guide and a leader’s guide.
In creating the curriculum,
Blanchard said he believes the
trend of poor leadership decisions
in business, at schools and in politics can be reversed by well-trained
high-schoolers if they are able to

choose “leadership practices modeled after the best leader of all
time—Jesus Christ.”
“Anytime you influence the thinking, behavior or development of another person, you are taking on the role
of a leader,” Blanchard said. “We’re
influencing others every day. No matter who we are, where we are or what
skills we have, Jesus calls us to use our
influence to serve.”
Topics covered in the series focus on the Heart, Head, Hands and
Habits of a leader, and answer questions such as “Who will I follow?”
“How am I edging God out?” “How
do I exalt God only?” “Where am I
headed?” “How do I develop people?” and “How do I stay connected
with God?”
According to the book’s publi-

cists, Ignite features a compelling
video series that portrays the stories
of several students on their own
leadership journeys.
“Ignite emphasizes that effective leadership starts inside—we’ve
got to have our hearts be like Jesus
because that’s the only way we can
lead like Jesus,” the product literature said.
In addition to his Lead Like Jesus
books, Blanchard also wrote “The
One Minute Manager,” coauthored
with Spencer Johnson, which has
sold more than 13 million copies
and remains on best-seller lists.
Other titles include “Raving Fans,”
“Gung Ho!” and “Whale Done!”
Combined, his books have sold
more than 18 million copies in at
least 25 languages.
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WORLDVIEW…
Continued from page 1
for you, but not true for somebody
else. So, as long as I have my religious faith, it’s fine for me, but I
certainly don’t think it’s actually
true (nor) should I try to persuade
somebody else to adopt my ideas.
That’s intolerant and bigoted.”
Still, McDowell—a guest speaker
at a recent meeting of the public policy group San Diego Strategic Forum—is reluctant to lay
the blame at the feet of his young
charges. Parents, pastors and the
broader Christian community,
he said, must do a better job with
worldview development.
“In the right context young people
sense they are made in the image of
God and want to make sense of the
world,” the teacher said in an interview before his presentation to the
forum. “They want to know truth. It’s
the way we are wired. Even though
our culture says truth is relative, there
is something inside of them that is
crying out to make sense of the world
we are living in.”
Recognizing the gap in a biblical
worldview among teens prompted
McDowell to change his own approach to teaching. Instead of the
highly structured lesson plans of old,
he now favors interactive learning,
the use of pop culture, including secular movies, and the occasional field
trip.
“Movies have theology,” McDowell

said. “They have views about God,
about purpose, about happiness.”
McDowell said he’s also tossed the
traditional lecture approach in an effort to get students to openly process
how their faith should impact all aspects of their lives.
“I ask a lot more questions than I
give young people answers,” he said.
“As I look at my ministry it used to be
that I would lay it out. These are the
subjects that I need to cover. Here’s
how much time, give it to the students, quiz them and then get them
on their way. Pat myself on the back.
‘(You) did a great job.’
“Then I started realizing, man, am
I really teaching the students how to
think? How to process truth? How to
arrive at conclusions that are biblical?
Rather than telling them what they
should believe, have confidence that
there’s truth and be able to guide
them to come to those conclusions
themselves. That’s a very different
way of teaching.”
Like father, like son
Much of what frames McDowell’s
own views come from his parents. His
famous father, Josh McDowell, is a
long-time evangelical leader and writer who also specializes in apologetics.
“I went to a public school growing
up, but my parents, we had conversations,” he said. “They were intentional about teaching me to think biblically and to know what I believed and
why I believed it.
“You can only pass on what you first
have, so parents have to build their
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Worldview resources
Sean McDowell recommends the following worldview books for
parents and their children:
For parents:
“Total Truth” by Nancy Pearcey
“Unshakable Truth” by Josh and Sean McDowell
For students:
“The Universe Next Door” by James Sire
“The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel
“The Case for Faith”by Lee Strobel
“The Case for a Creator” by Lee Strobel
Other apologetic resources written by Sean McDowell:
“Apologetics for a New Generation: A Biblical and Culturally
Relevant Approach to Talking About God”
“Jesus Is Alive! Evidence for the Resurrection for Kids”
“Apologetics Study Bible for Students”
“Is God Just a Human Invention? And Seventeen Other Questions
Raised by the New Atheists”
“ETHIX: Being Bold in a Whatever World”
own worldview. I know we are busy.
Look, I’ve got three kids. I don’t have
a lot of time, and I can’t be an expert
on everything, but I take it very seriously to try to think Christianly and
help my kids to think Christianly.”
Vast resources abound, he said, to
help parents guide their children as
more and more parachurch organizations are developing curriculum and
programs designed to help all age
groups, especially teens and young
adults.
“We’re starting to see more churches do it,” he said. “There are conferences that are popping up around

the country. There’s new programs
that are beginning, like Biola’s apologetics program and others. So we are
seeing a move in this direction. There
are positive steps going in that direction, but the challenges are greater
than ever.”
Just as important as the resource,
he stressed, is the need to begin the
training early.
“Kids are exposed to more worldviews by junior high than people in
the past were in their entire lives,”
McDowell said.
“Studies have shown, and my personal experience would testify to this,

that really helping kids explore truth
conversationally and asking good
questions and not giving simple answers, is the best way to get there.”
Supporting cast
McDowell acknowledged that
teachers and churches also play a vital
supporting role in validating what’s
being taught at home.
“The only way we can be effective
is all-hands-on-deck approach,” he
said. “It’s not just the pastor’s job, it’s
not the school’s job, it’s not just one
person’s job, but primarily Scripture
always put responsibility on the parents.
“Everything I say and everything I
do is filtered through the (parents’)
experience. They’ve raised them
and instilled a powerful worldview in
them before I even see them.”
McDowell said he tries to encourage parents to be honest in their approach and to not feel too pressured
by the task.
“Kids don’t expect parents to have
it all together and to have a perfect
worldview,” he said. “I found that kids
have much more grace when parents
blow it— when they makes mistakes—
if they are willing to admit it, and they
know their parents care about them,
and they know they are trying.
“The question is not do you get
knocked down. The question is are
we going to get back up. The time is
great.”
For more information, visit www.
seanmcdowell.org.
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Vow renewal featured
in marriage seminar
SAN DIEGO — Vine Life Ministries will host the “Marriage God’s
Way” Conference from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. June 22 at the Jacobs Center.
Topics include Strategies for
GOOD (Get Out of Debt) Economics, Renewing the Covenant, How
to Fight Fair and Honest Answers
to Difficult Questions.
Other activities include a Vows
Renewal Ceremony, plus giveaways
and prizes.
The $100 registration fees includes breakfast, lunch and conference materials.
The center is located at 404 Euclid Ave.
For more information, call (678)
357-3731.

Mother’s Day 5K aids
SD Rescue Mission
SAN DIEGO — About 150 walkers paid tribute to homeless moms
and their children by raising
$10,000 in the inaugural Mother’s
Day 5K at De Anza Cove in Mission
Bay. The May 12 event, sponsored
by the Mission Valley Sunset Rotary,
was to benefit the San Diego Rescue Mission.
Herb Johnson, president of the
local rescue mission, said about
40 percent of the county’s homeless population is made up of families, with three out of four of those
children being elementary school
aged.
“The number of homeless children is astounding,” Johnson said.
According to the 2011 figures
compiled by the San Diego County
Office of Education, more than
13,000 students in the county

Franklin Graham, Tim LaHaye, Greg
Laurie headline Bible conference lineup

Runners take to the sidewalks near De Anza Cove on May 12 for the inaugural
Mother’s Day 5K. Sponsored by Mission Valley Sunset Rotary, the event was a
fundraiser for the San Diego Rescue Mission.

were defined as homeless at some
point that year. In addition to lacking shelter, some of the children
are also dealing with emotional
or physical needs or have been
abused.
Johnson said that as the homeless population continues to grow,
service providers are constantly
having to assess needed resources
such as available beds by season,
services for mental health and substance abuse issues, employment
options and long-range plans to
help clients transition.
“These issues are on our agenda,
but for the majority of San Diegans, the challenges and tragedy of
homelessness remain relatively invisible, since many of the homeless
congregate in urban centers, such
as downtown San Diego, where
more than 4,000 homeless reside,”
Johnson said.
For more information on the
mission, visit www.sdrescue.org.
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Call (619) 280-3430

Se Habla Español

Gen. Boykin to lead
Vista men’s conference
VISTA — Lt. Gen. William G.
(Jerry) Boykin will be the guest
speaker at a June 21 and 22 men’s
conference at Calvary Chapel Vista.
Boykin is a former commander
and one of the original members of
the Army’s elite “Delta Force” unit.
He also commanded the Army’s
Special Forces, Green Berets, and is
the founder and director of Kingdom Warriors.
His topic will be “From The
Heart of a Soldier.”
Also on the schedule is Al Hoffman, a WWII veteran who served in
the Army Air Corps during the Battle of Guadalcanal. He also served
on J. Vernon McGee’s leadership
board at the “Church of the Open
Door.” Former Army Ranger Randy
Brown, an infantryman with the
elite Army Rangers, will also share
his testimony. Following personal

EL CAJON — Making a rare
appearance in Southern California, Franklin Graham, head
of Samaritan’s Purse and son of
evangelist Billy Graham, is the
first speaker in a series of leading Bible teachers and preachers
coming to San Diego for the Summer Bible Conference. Graham
will speak on
Sunday, June
9, at the conference hosted by Shadow
Mountain
Community
Church in El
Cajon.
The
11- Franklin Graham
week series will appear at
Shadow Mountain
kicks off Sun- on June 9.
day, June 2,
with Gaither Vocal Band tenor
David Phelps performing a solo
concert. Phelps is widely considered one of the most talented
tenors in gospel music.
Others scheduled for the summer series include Nashville
struggles with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, Brown founded Point
Man Ministries.
Guests will be treated to three sessions with Boykin, music presented
by Santos and book signings.
The cost of the conference is
$35 per person and includes Friday
snacks and breakfast and lunch on
Saturday.
The church is located at 885 E.
Vista Way.
For more information on the

pastor Rob Morgan (June 23),
best-selling author Tim LaHaye
(July 7), Bishop Harry Jackson
(July 14), Harvest Crusade evangelist Greg Laurie (July 21),
pastor Dave Stone of Louisville,
Kentucky (July 28), author Bill
Butterworth (Aug. 4), Voddie
Baucham (Aug. 11), author and
prophecy expert Ed Hindson
(Aug. 18), and Orange County
pastor Philip DeCourcy (Aug.
25).
Shadow Mountain’s senior pastor David Jeremiah started the
weekly summer conference when
he came to San Diego in 1981 to
succeed Tim LaHaye as pastor of
what was then called Scott Memorial Baptist Church. For more
than thirty years the conference
has featured some of America’s
most popular Bible teachers and
preachers.
The Sunday evening services
start at 6:00 p.m. There is no
charge to attend.
For more information, visit
www.shadowmountain.org.
event, visit www.calvaryvista.org.
For more information on Boykin’s
ministry, visit www.KingdomWarriors.
net.

VBS program will
honor God’s creation
SAN DIEGO — Puritan Evangelical Church of America will hold its
three-day Vacation Bible School
See VBS PROGRAM, next page
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VBS PROGRAM…
Continued from last page
from June 26 to 28.
This year’s theme is “YRU Here?
Vacation Bible School Exploring
Creation & Why God Made Us.”
The program will cover the first
three chapters of the Book of Genesis and parts of the New Testament.
Daily lessons include “God Made
Everything for His Glory,” “Adam
& Eve Made in God’s Image” and
“The Fall, Sin, & Salvation: Restored to God’s Image in Christ to
Glorify & Enjoy Him Forever!”
“We want to let children and families
in our community know the purpose
of life as taught in the first question
and answer of our Westminster Shorter
Catechism, which is ‘to glorify God and
to enjoy him forever,’” said Pastor Grant
Van Leuven.
In addition to the lessons, instructors
will offer games, crafts, entertainment
and snacks. The sessions will run from
9 a.m. to noon all three days, with
an evening barbecue celebration for
families from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday.
The VBS program is open to children
ages 4 and up.
The deadline to register is June 21.
The church is located at 6374 Potomac St.
For more information, visit www.
puritanchurch.com/vbs or call (619)
479-5053.

PLNU students adopt
own fair trade fund

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.
Services include:
s #OLLISION REPAIR FROM
minor dings to major
damage)
s &RAME STRAIGHTENING
s #USTOM PAINTING
s $ENT  SCRATCH REMOVAL
s 7INDSHIELD  SIDE WINDOW
replacement
s &2%% ESTIMATES
s )NSURANCE CLAIMS
Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s veriﬁed by Underwriters
Laboratories Inc. to meet CertiﬁedFirst™ Network high standards
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very
satisﬁed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee*
using products that have earned the Good
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a CertiﬁedFirst™
Network shop, and consider it done.

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

www.certiﬁedﬁrst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

POINT LOMA — Students at
Point Loma Nazarene University—
the first in the nation—have voted
to raise tuition by $3 per student to
support a campus fair trade fund.
The fund was developed as a way
for students to show support for fair
trade initiatives and expand the use
of fair trade products campus wide.
This is another step that PLNU has
taken to become a certified “Fair
Trade” campus.
The vote passed by 80 percent.
“PLNU has voiced that it is important to our students to make strides
towards a slave-free campus,” said
Andrew Schalin, a student intern
with the university’s Center for
Justice and Reconciliation. “This
will bring visibility to the fair trade
movement both in San Diego and
across the nation. Our hope is that
other Nazarene schools, Southern
California Bible schools and fair
trade universities will take note and
implement this fund at their own
schools.”
Schalin spearheaded the project,
the second of its kind at PLNU.
In 2008, students assessed a $3
per student Green Fee to further
campus sustainability efforts. Projects paid for by the Green Fund
have included conversions to lowflow fixtures across campus, installation of solar thermal panels atop
student dormitories and increased
sustainability measures within campus dining services.

Rocking the Kingdom
Bible school in Vista
VISTA — Tri-City Church’s annual Vacation Bible School will
be held from June 17 to 21. The
theme is Kingdom Rock, empowering kids to stand strong for God.
This year’s program will also offer a
class for adults.
The classes, open to kids entering kindergarten and through the
sixth grade, will be held from 6 to
8:30 p.m.
The 100 or so children expected
to attend will rotate through five
different stations each day, where

Children attending last year’s Vacation Bible School at Tri-City Church participate
in a skit. This year’s VBS will be held June 17 to 21.

the daily Bible focus will be reinforced in creative ways. Activities
include songs, small group discussions, games, crafts and videos.
The church is located at 302 N.
Emerald Drive.
For more information or to register, visit at www.tri-citychurch.com
or call 760-724-3000.

Material costs are $95 per family.
The church is located at 17645
W. Bernardo Drive. Early registration is requested and can be made
by visiting www.tinyurl.com/bsl2foq
sending an email to fpu@lifebridgesd.org or calling (858) 487-7676.
For more information on the ministry, visit www.daveramsey.com.

‘Financial Peace’ in
Rancho Bernardo

2-day workshop set on
‘fearless’ marriage

RANCHO BERNARDO —
LifeBridge Church will offer the
nine-week course Financial Peace, by
author and radio host Dave Ramsey,
beginning at 11 a.m. June 9.
The course is valuable for all
ages, particularly young adults.
Through his ministry, Ramsey guides
people toward financial stability using
his radio show, classes, counseling and
coast-to-coast how-to events.
Although the recession has complicated the efforts of many families to get
out of debt, Ramsey said the principles
offered through Financial Peace can
help get them back on track.
“It’s easier to get them out of the
hole if they have a good-size shovel,” he said.
Complimentary childcare will be
provided upon advance request.

OCEANSIDE — “Fearless Marriage
Workshop,” a two-day activity-based
and interactive workshop for married
couples, couples considering marriage
and singles, will be held from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. June 22 and 29 at Lighthouse
Christian Church.
The sessions, which will stress
understanding foundational communication skills, will be led by
certified instructor Gil Maza. Maza
taps into solid, practical biblical
principles as the basis for improving relationship skills.
The cost of the event is $25 per
person. The registration deadline
is June 10.
The church is located at 4700
Mesa Drive.
For more information, call (760)
726-0590, ext. 18.

Future Quest youth conference
returns to Foothills June 26 to 28
EL CAJON — The annual Future
Quest 2013 “Reign” youth conference will be held June 26 to 28 at
Foothills Christian Fellowship.
Launched in 1988 with 350 youth,
the event now draws more than 2,400
students. The vision for the conference, organizers said, is to help teens
“encounter the reality, power and
glory of God through passionate
worship and the proclamation of His
truth, and to train up young people
to be bold disciples of Jesus.”
Each day students choose from
15 to 18 workshops designed to give
them practical help in becoming
young men and women of God.
Topics to be covered include “Helping Friends in Crisis,” “Dating and
Purity,” “Dealing with Gender and
Homosexuality,” “Discerning Media
Influence,” “Leading Friends to
Christ,” “Worship Leading,” “Missions,” “Developing a Devotional
Life,” “God and Science,” “Godly
Goal Setting,” “Outreach Training,”
“Body Image and Modesty (Girls
Only),” “Dealing with Divorce,”
“Living Clean in a Dirty World” and
“Prayer.”
An adult workshop will train and
encourage youth leaders.
A cornerstone of the youth conference is its outreach component and
this year teens will be able to participate in beach, urban and neighbor-

hood ministry opportunities.
Speakers for the event include
Robert Madu, the student ministries
director at Trinity Church, in Cedar
Hill, Texas; Mark Hoffman, cofounding pastor of Foothills Christian Church and executive director
of Youth Venture Teen Centers and
Higher Ground After-School Bible
Clubs; and Danny Eslinger, Future
Quest director and 14-year veteran
of youth ministry.
Returning to the event is Future
Quest favorite Bill Wilson, founder
and pastor of Metro World Child
in Brooklyn, New York. The Metro
World Child ministry operates
programs in some of the toughest
neighborhoods in the world, including more than 200 locations in New
York City alone, as well as sites in the
Philippines, Romania, Kenya, India
and South Africa. Described as the
world’s largest Sunday School, the
ministry reaches more than 70,000
children each week.
Music will be provided by the
church’s worship band, led by Mike
Best, as well as Nashville-based All
Sons & Daughters, and rapper Andy
Mineo, who provided background
vocals on Lecrae’s “Background.”
The church is located at 365 W.
Bradley Ave.
For more information, visit www.
futurequest.tv or call (619) 442-1467.
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Have your event listed FREE!

JUN 19 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

JUN 26-28 • WED-FRI

JUL 3 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628
Third Day, in concert. 7:30pm, San Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair
admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

YRU Here? Vacation Bible School, ages
4-teen. Wed-Fri 9am-12pm & Fri 6-8pm,
Puritan Evangelical Church of America,
6374 Potomac St., San Diego, free •
(619) 479-5053

fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

JUN 19-22 • WED-SAT

JUN 27 • THURSDAY

THRU JUN 12

JUN 7-8 • FRI-SAT (cont.)

Holy Ghost 30 Day Revival. Mon-Fri 7pm
& Sat 12pm, Friendly Cogic, 1836 Dixie
St., Oceanside • (760) 274-4270

Church, 760 W Palm Ave., El Cajon.
Presented by Up Close Ministries •
(619) 871-7408, findingrepair2013.
eventbrite.com

THRU JUN 30
‘Fiddler on the Roof.’ Lamb’s Players
Theatre, 1142 Orange Ave., Coronado,
$28-66 • (619) 437-6000, lambsplayers.org

MAY 24 • FRIDAY
“Managing Your Stuff.” 2:30pm, Bailey
Center, Mount Miguel Covenant Village,
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619)
479-4790

MAY 28 • TUESDAY
Messianic Concert, offered by Songwriter
Luz Goldhagen. 6:30pm, 2202 Comstock
St., Room 4, San Diego • (858) 3662088, luz-world-evangelism.org

JUN 1 • SATURDAY
“Rhythms by Sarto,” on the piano.
9-11am, Episcopalian Church, 2083
Sunset Cliffs Blvd., San Diego • (619)
823-8998
Creation Club Workshops for Kids (ages
3-12), “Stars and Stripes.” 10am, Creation & Earth History Museum, 10946
Woodside Ave. N, Santee • (619) 5991104, creationsd.org

JUN 7-9 • FRI-SUN
Miracles and Deliverance Crusade,
with Bishop Robin Dinnanauth. 7pm,
Courtyard Marriott Los Angeles Westside, 6333 Bristol Pkwy., Culver City,
free • robinhealingministry.com, (310)
400-9742

JUN 7-10 • FRI-MON
Creation-Staycation, Grand Canyon
Raft Trip. Creation Museum Outdoor
Adventures, $1,275/person • (619)
599-1104, creationstaycation.com

JUN 8 • SATURDAY
San Diego Women’s Connection.
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego,
$22 • (619) 670-3833, (619) 276-6972

JUN 9 • SUNDAY
Summer Bible Conference, featuring
Franklin Graham, 6pm, Shadow Mountain
Community Church, 2100 Greenfield
Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619) 440-1802,
shadowmountain.org

JUN 10 • MONDAY

The Katinas, 5pm, New Venture Christian
Fellowship, 4000 Mystra Dr., Oceanside
• newventure.org

El Cajon Aglow. 6:30pm, First Lutheran
Church, 867 S Lincoln, El Cajon • (619)
440-2508

JUN 2 • SUNDAY

JUN 12 • WEDNESDAY

Summer Bible Conference, featuring
David Phelps in concert, 6pm, Shadow
Mountain Community Church, 2100
Greenfield Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619)
440-1802, shadowmountain.org

Volunteer Orientation for San Diego Habitat for Humanity. 7-8pm, Mission Valley
of the Nazarene, San Diego • sdhfh.org

JUN 5 • WEDNESDAY

Israel Houghton and New Breed, in concert, 7-9pm, Pasadena Civic Auditorium,
300 E. Green St., Pasadena, $15-25 •
tsatickets.org

My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated by Dr. Don Welch on “Integrating
Bible with Coping Skills” with Lance Ahl
presenting, Roxanne Strauss & Dennis
Estill. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

JUN 6 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoptions
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free •
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

JUN 6-8 • THU-SAT
30th Annual Christian Home Educators
Convention, with Ken Ham, Doug Phillips,
and Elizabeth Smith. The Disneyland
Hotel & Convention Center, 1150 W.
Magic Way, Anaheim • 1-866-599-6674,
cheaofca.org

JUN 7 • FRIDAY
Hillsong UNITED, in concert. 8pm, Hollywood Bowl, 2301 N. Highland Ave., Los
Angeles • transparentproductions.com
Five Iron Frenzy. 8pm, Club Nokia, 800
W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles • transparentproductions.com

JUN 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Finding Repair Conference 2013 (women
only on Saturday). Choice Har vest

JUN 14 • FRIDAY

Switchfoot, in concert. 7:30pm, San
Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair
admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

JUN 17-21 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School, Kingdom Rock,
K-6th. 6-8:30pm, Tri-City Church, 302
N. Emerald Dr., Vista, free • (760)
724-3000
Vacation Bible School (Egypt). 6-8:30pm,
Calvary Chapel Fallbrook & Misión Vida,
488 Industrial Way, Fallbrook, $5/child
or $20/family (max) • (760) 728-9138

JUN 18 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s
Club Luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 432-0772,
(760) 471-7059
“History Matters” with Jeanette Way.
3:30pm, Mount Miguel Covenant Village,
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619)
479-4790

JUN 19 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connection. 11:30am-1pm, Chula Vista Golf
Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd.,

MORE EVENTS online now at

38th Annual Exodus Freedom Conference, with Alan Chambers, Lisa Bevere,
Mike Haley & more. Concordia University,
1530 Concordia W, Irvine • 1-888-2640877, exodusfreedom.org

JUN 20 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. Larry Brown.
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619)
222-3688

JUN 21 • FRIDAY
Friday Night Live, with Nu ViZion. 7-9pm,
New Creation Church, 3115 Altadena
Ave., San Diego, free • (858) 650-3190

JUN 21-22 • FRI-SAT
Men’s Conference, with Lt. Gen. William
G Boykin & Al Hoffman. Calvary Chapel
Vista, 885 E Vista Way, Vista, $35 •
kingdomwarriors.net

JUN 21-23 • FRI-SAT
The C.S. Lewis Summer Conference, for
readers, writers & mere Christians, with
Peter Kreeft, James Como, Steve Bell &
more. University of San Diego, San Diego
• cslewis.org, 1-888-CSLEWIS
5th Annual SoCal Singles Retreat. Calvary Christian Conference Center, 26409
Hwy 189, Twin Peaks, $195-245. Hosted
by Single + Passion Ministries • socalsinglesretreat.com, (909) 767-9470

JUN 22 • SATURDAY
Fearless Marriage Workshop. 9am-5pm,
Lighthouse Christian Church, 4700 Mesa
Dr., Oceanside, $50/couple or $25/
single • lightcc.org, (760) 726-0590
Marriage God’s Way Conference, with
Ministers Tim & Paula Stephens and
Lance & robin Croom. Jacob’s Center,
404 Euclid Ave., San Diego. Presented
by Vine Life Ministries • (678) 357-3731,
ifishforsouls@aol.com

Professional Women’s Fellowship, breakfast meeting. 7:30-9am. Handlery Hotel,
950 Hotel Circle N., San Diego • pwfsd.
org/meetings.php

JUN 28 • FRIDAY
Concert on the Green with the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing Band Brass Quintet.
6pm, Mount Miguel Covenant Village,
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619)
479-4790
Casting Crowns, with Laura Story, in
concert. 7pm, The Packinghouse, 27165
San Bernardino, Redlands • transparentproductions.com

JUN 29 • SATURDAY
Fearless Marriage Workshop. 9am-5pm,
Lighthouse Christian Church, 4700 Mesa
Dr., Oceanside, $50/couple or $25/
single • lightcc.org, (760) 726-0590

JUL 7 • SUNDAY
Summer Bible Conference, featuring
Tim LaHaye, 6pm, Shadow Mountain
Community Church, 2100 Greenfield
Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619) 440-1802,
shadowmountain.org
JUL 10 • WEDNESDAY
Volunteer Orientation for San Diego Habitat for Humanity. 7-8pm, Gateway Community Church, Escondido • sdhfh.org

JUL 14 • SUNDAY
Summer Bible Conference, featuring
Bishop Harry Jackson, 6pm, Shadow
Mountain Community Church, 2100
Greenfield Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619)
440-1802, shadowmountain.org

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, with Newsboys, Tenth
Avenue North, Jeremy Camp, The City
Harmonic, Jamie Grace, For King and
Country, Moriah Peters, Nick Hall, Reggie
Dabbs & many more. The Laguna Seca
Recreation Area, Monterey • spiritwestcoast.org

Fishfest 2013, with Casting Crowns,
Third Day, Phil Wickham, Laura Story,
Audio Adrenaline, Jake Hamilton &
more. Verizon Wireless Amphitheater,
Irvine • transparentproductions.com,
fishfestla.com

AUG 23-25 • FRI-SUN

9th Annual Gospel Festival, with Mary
Mary & Dottie Peoples. 7:30pm, San
Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair
admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie.
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia
• harvest.org

JUN 30 • SUNDAY

“Footsteps of Paul” Mediterranean
cruise with Bethel Seminary’s Dr. John
Lillis and Dr. Mark Strauss. Visiting Rome,
Greece, Turkey • (619) 325-5227

The Hoppers, in concert. Skyline Church,
11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa, $14-25 •
itickets.com

JUL 3 • WEDNESDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoptions
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free •

SoCal 2013 Harvest Crusade, with
Greg Laurie. Angel Stadium, Anaheim
• harvest.org

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN

OCT 19-30

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Celebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome)
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714)
622-4002

JUN 23 • SUNDAY
Summer Bible Conference, featuring
Rob Morgan, 6pm, Shadow Mountain
Community Church, 2100 Greenfield
Dr., El Cajon. Free • (619) 440-1802,
shadowmountain.org

JUN 25 • TUESDAY
Messianic Concert, offered by Songwriter
Luz Goldhagen. 6:30pm, 2202 Comstock
St., Room 4, San Diego • (858) 3662088, luz-world-evangelism.org

CHILD CUSTODY
& Support
Law Ofﬁce of

Patrick L. McCrary

~

34 YEARS OF
FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

• Future events for San Diego County not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle
Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual,
Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way,
and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Divorce and Property Division
Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

(619) 589-8533
222 W. MADISON, EL CAJON

www.californiachildsupport.com
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HABITAT…
Continued from page 1

HEIDA’S A/C & HEATING
Residential | Commercial
Installation

Service & Repair

All Makes - All Models
Free Estimates on Installs

(619) 447-4744
Family Operated for 35 Years

Personal Injury
& Accident Cases
— 2013 San Diego Magazine: TOP LAWYERS IN SAN DIEGO —

s Auto/Bike Accidents
s Slip & Fall Accidents
s Dog Bites
s Wrongful Death
FREE consultation

John B. Little

More than 35 years experience

Attorney at Law

No attorney fees until you win!

Callahan, Little & Sullivan
2533 South Coast Highway, Suite 280, Cardiff, CA 92007

North County 760.633.3332
San Diego 858.481.6111

Since its founding in 1987, the
local affiliate has provided home
ownership to 187 low-income families by tapping into the construction labor of more than 156,000
volunteers. The cornerstone of the
program is its requirement that
the new homeowners work beside
the volunteers through a concept
called “sweat equity.”
“When I talk to people I haven’t
run into anybody who has not been
aware of Habitat,” Pfeiler said. “The
(the public) may not understand
the entire model of how it works,
but that’s about all they need to
know.”
Because of the scope of the program, Habitat for Humanity maintains a high profile in the community, thanks in part to its high-profile
beginnings when former President
Jimmy Carter led a Habitat Blitz
Build in San Diego and Tijuana.
Along with the Carters, 3,000 volunteers helped to construct 100
homes in Tijuana and seven in Encanto through the project.
“I run into people in San Diego
all the time who say, ‘Oh, I did that
project with Jimmy Carter.’ They
must have had 10,000 people,” she
said. “That was a very memorable
event for this region, having Jimmy
Carter come and start it.”
Even before joining Habitat 11
months ago, Pfeiler said that as an
elected official she was an avid fan
of the ministry’s work, saying the
benefits far exceed basic shelter.
“(I knew) there would be a strong
family there to give that neighborhood root and to begin to have that
family be an example to other families in the neighborhood,” she said.
She said her experience was that
Habitat families are able to role
model what it takes to be responsible, engaged and invested in their
children.
“My impression was every time
you insert a Habitat family into a
neighborhood you built a stronger
community,” she said, adding that
home ownership helps to foster
simple things such as being able
to sleep better, improving financial
stability and job security.
“When a low-income family can
actually purchase their own home
and be part of the community, the
threads that come from that experience are just tenfold. You impact
the community, you have a safer
community, kids are more successful as individuals. They go to college. They end up having good
jobs.”
Rebuilding image
As the executive director, one of
Pfeiler’s roles is to increase Habitat’s standing in the community,
especially as they celebrate their
silver anniversary.
“I’m hoping what the community will discover is what a profound
change you can have on a community when low-income people can
own their own home,” she said.
“I think a lot of us may take it for
granted that you can buy a home,
you pick your own neighborhood
and you engage the community.
But if you are a low-income family you have overcrowded, sub-standard housing. You have too many
kids in one bedroom. You can’t get
your homework done.”
Pfeiler was also faced with the
arduous task of restoring Habitat’s
good will in the community after
donations made to the group on
behalf of the 2007 wildfire victims
never made it to their intended
benefactors. The revelation resulted in some companies demanding
a return of their donations and

Habitat for Humanity projects
While home building remains
a critical aspect of Habitat for
Humanity’s outreach, in recent
years they have broadened their
focus to help low-income residents with simple upgrades that
rejuvenate neighborhoods.
“If the opportunity is about a
simple, decent home for every
low-income family then it might
not always require a brand new
home to provide that.”
Through it’s A Brush with
Kindness project, Habitat completed modest home improvements on 33 owner-occupied
homes near the Imperial Beach
site were they recently constructed four new homes. Projects included irrigation, fence repair
and other outdoors issues pertaining to health, safety, security
and aesthetics. Teams of 10 to
15 volunteers spent an average
of three days on each of the upgraded homes.
“Through this recession some
people, especially if you are lowincome, may not have been able
to maintain their homes as much
as they like,” the director said.
“That whole neighborhood had
kind of an upgrade. That upgrades the housing stock and improves the quality of life for the
families.”
Brush with Kindness: Plans
are in the works to construct 11
new homes in Escondido, plus
offer upgrades to others through
its Brush with Kindness project, which offers basic upgrades
to the exteriors of low-income
homeowners. Habitat is in the
process of design, engineering
and permitting.
Building for the Brave: Ground
was just broken in Lakeside for
Building for the Brave, a four home
build for wounded veterans. Habitat is in the process of searching for
partner families to buy the homes

a police investigation. Although
Habitat was cleared of any wrongdoing, top leadership and most
of the board was replaced. The
group also completed an overdue
audit and filing of reports related
to its non-profit status, paid off
operating loans and transferred all
fire-designated money to another
charity.
“I think they were very decisive,”
Pfeiler said of the scandal response.
“The board that we have now is very
sophisticated, and they understood
what we needed to do, and they
had the courage to do it.
“We had to ride some negative
press for a bit, but I think that, fundamentally, people understand that
we got back to our roots, we got
back to what our core competency
is and they see that we are on the
right track.”
Expanding builds
With the controversy behind
them, Pfeiler said her priority is to
steer the organization as it pushes
toward her goal of increasing the
number of annual home builds to
between 30 and 50, up from the
current 10 to 20.
“We are still feeling pressure because we have housing costs in California, in San Diego, that are just
beyond what a family can pay,” she
said.
Because Habitat’s mission centers on low-income families, several
local cities have either donated or
sold surplus parcels at reduced
rates, which helps Habitat to focus
on fundraising for building sup-

so they can tailor each home to the
needs of the wounded vet.
“We can’t assume that every
wounded veteran has the same
need,” said Lori Hold Pfeiler,
executive director of San Diego
Habitat for Humanity.
Foundation Lane Phase II:
Habitat recently purchased a lot
in El Cajon adjacent to its original Foundation Lane project, a
four-unit build paid for by the
Jimmy Johnson Foundation. The
race car driver, a native of El Cajon, provided $1 million toward
that project. The new plan calls
for six more homes. Fundraising for that will begin after the
permitting and design process is
complete.
“They were really interested
in investing in a neighborhood
so people could have choices
in how they live,” Pfeiler said of
the Foundation housing project.
“That was a great partnership.”
Veterans Repair Corps: Habitat offer home upgrades for lowincome veterans, many of them
from World War II. Through
this project, volunteers help with
such jobs as new roofs, HVAC
systems and other tasks that improve mobility or health and
safety.
ReStore: Perhaps the organization’s best kept secret is its
17,000-square-feet home improvement resale store. The
store offers a wide variety of used
building and home improvement
products from toilets to windows
and shutters. Local residents
and contractors donate items,
which ReStore sells to the public. Proceeds from the store are
funneled back into Habitat Projects. The store is open Tuesdays
through Sundays and is located
at its headquarters at 10222 San
Diego Mission Road.

plies.
“We are pretty good at taking infill, tiny lots or just odd-shaped lots
of infill and putting units on them,”
she said.
The key to the entire process,
however, rests with its corps of volunteers, many of whom have been
involved in numerous projects over
the years. Even so, there is a constant need for new blood, which is
why Habitat hosts regular volunteer
orientation meetings.
“I love seeing 15 people who
don’t know anything about construction start off in the morning at
8 o’clock,” she said. “By 8:20 they
are there working. By 3 o’clock,
they are an expert in what they were
doing. They feel so good about the
contribution they’ve made to that
family and to that project.”
The glue that holds it all together is the organization’s faith-based
foundation.
“With a tremendous amount of
faith, everything falls together,”
Pfeiler said. “The fundraising
comes at the right time. The projects come. We get calls from cities
saying ‘We have an extra piece of
land, would you like to build on it?
I’m out there talking to cities all
the time. You never know when it’s
going to happen, but it just does.
I have a tremendous amount of
faith that it will continue to happen. I don’t have to worry about it.
We have plenty of work to do, and
somehow the funds will come.”
For more information, visit www.
sdhfh.org.
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ACCOUNTING

SD

HEALTH & FITNESS

Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

BOOKS
Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760)
598-8968. Nondenominational.

Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students.
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more
information and availability.

THE POWER OF WELLNESS
s )NCREASED %NERGY
s %NHANCED -ENTAL &OCUS
s 6IBRANT 'OOD (EALTH

DISC JOCKEYS

June 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 15

ROOFING

Restore, Renew, Revive

Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover,
repair. Dennis Cook Roofing. Lic. # 545185. Call
(619) 443-1300.

Sharon Jahr
Life and Health Coach

Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free estimates. License
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

619.917.9157

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HEALTH CARE
CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS
WITH THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS
“Samaritan Ministries members
prayed for us and sent us the
$50,000 we needed to pay for our
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada.
My family’s monthly share is $300.”
Bruce G.

trevobuilder.com/SoCal

ROOMS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Santee granny flat to rent. Private bath, private
entrance. No smoking, drinking, drugs. Prefer
mature Christian female. Utilities included. $750.
(619) 562-3138. Deposit and credit check required.

Social Services. Promising Futures, serving DD
population in East County, seeking reliable, dedicated
individuals to fill the following full time and part time
positions. Raises/bonuses for exceptional work.
Residential program: Program Manager, Program
Instructor. Overtime opportunities available. Salary
start from $8-$10/hour. Center for Independent
Achievement Day Program: Instructor/Job Coach,
$8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone (619) 592-4850, fax (619)
592-4878 or email resume to pficareer@yahoo.com.

Room for rent. Spring Valley home. Looking for
single Christian female. Share bath. Cable, utilities
included. $475/month, $200 deposit. Character
reference requested. For more “info.” Call Tammy
(619) 463-0412.

SERVICES

Part-time Worship Leader/Music Director to lead a
blended style of worship with Praise team each Sunday. Pacific Breeze Baptist, Carlsbad, CA. Attn: Media
Advisor. Send Resume to secretary_pbbc@att.net.

GMD Company

PAINTING
s Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
s Residential / Commercial
s Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
s Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
s Cabinet Staining & Finishing
s Drywall & Texturing
s Acoustic Ceiling Removal
s Finish Carpentry
s Stucco / Wood Repair

HOUSING FOR RENT
Country house. 2 bed, 1 bath, patio. $1,250
rent/1,250 deposit. Close to all, country; Lakeside.
Drive by available. (619) 871-0136. No dogs, 1 cat ok.

HOUSING RENT TO OWN
samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,
call 888-268-4377 or
email info@samaritanministries.org

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

New condo R.S.F. Mission Hills, Downtown hillcrest. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, two garage. Secure.
(619) 793-9121

Bonded/Insured
Lic #420564

MINISTRIES

FREE ESTIMATES

(619) 244-9380

www.gmdcompany.com
John 3:3,16

Dependable Caregivers

A Touch From Above-Prayer Mountain: www.
atouchfromabove.org

Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002
“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022
www.dependablecaregiver.com

Holy Spirit Servants of Love Intercessory Prayer
every Saturday 2/4pm in Lakeside. All welcome.
(619) 871-0136

SINGLES

DILS

s
s
s
s
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ROOFING & EXTERIORS

3 GENERATIONS OF FAMILY ROOFING
Residential & Commercial Specialist
All Types of Rooﬁng,
Repairs, Re-Rooﬁng
Power Washing

Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

s (/.%349
s #2!&43-!.3()0
s 15!,)49 3%26)#%

Serving all of San Diego County

TRANSPORTATION NEEDED

FREE ESTIMATES

Older Christian needs good transportation car.
Low budget. Please call Terrence (619) 749-2668.

1-800-501-7663 (ROOF)

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS

www.dilsrooﬁng.com
Senior Citizen Discounts
FULL LIABILITY INSURED

LIC.#639961

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for families, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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Subscription Order Form
$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly
to your home or place of business
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Run my ad:
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Q San Diego County
Q Orange County

Total $
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