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Limbless to limitless
Disabled evangelist Nick Vujicic to highlight
personal journey at Spirit West Coast festival
By Lori Arnold

N

ick Vujicic captivated
the young crowd from
the stage. After sharing
about his own life struggles, his
message drenched in the melodious cadence of his Australian
roots, he implored the audience
to do something he could never
do for himself: raise their hands
to indicate their pledge to follow
Jesus. Hundreds responded.
Although
Vujicic,
(pronounced Vooy-cheech) born
without limbs, has never been
able to raise his own hands for
Jesus, there is no doubt whom
he follows.
“Nick has an incredible evangelism and encouragement
anointing, more so than anyone
I’ve ever seen, including world
famous evangelists,” said Jon
Robberson, producer of Spirit
West Coast, the Del Mar music
festival where Vujicic appeared
in 2009. “His ability to connect
with an audience is unbelievable.”
Believing him to be the most
effective evangelistic speaker in
the history of SWC, Robberson is
bringing him back May 26 when
he will share the stage with musical artists Tenth Avenue North
and former Newsboys front man
Peter Furler.
Robberson said the young
evangelist is a good fit for his
SWC audience, because he
embraces the passion and lifetransforming power of Jesus
Christ.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY KEENER

Evangelist Nick Vujicic uses his Bible while on the stage during his 2009
Spirit West Coast appearance. He will return to the music and teaching
festival in Del Mar on May 26.

Born without arms and legs
Mystery greeted Nick Vujicic’s
1982 birth in Brisbane, Australia.
Without warning to his Serbian
parents Boris and Dushka Vujicic,
a pastor and a nurse, Nick was
born without arms and without
legs. His feet were toeless except
for two toes on his left foot.

“Imagine the shock his parents
felt when they saw their first-born
brand new baby boy for the first
time, only to find he was what the
world would consider imperfect
and abnormal,” his website says,
offering a glimpse into their early
See VUJICIC, page 3

Criminals target churches for
lucrative copper, other metals
By Lori Arnold

Thieves seriously damaged a groundlevel air conditioning unit at The Way
Church in Ramona last year.

RAMONA — Pastor Mark Henning and his congregation, The
Way Church Ramona, spent the fall
the same way it had for decades:
preparing for Christmas and looking ahead to future community outreaches.
“We have made a commitment to
be more involved in the local ministries,” Henning said, adding that
the congregation supports feeding
programs, the Ramona Pregnancy
Care Clinic and In His Steps, a
nearby Christian recovery home.
Some of those plans are being
delayed a bit after thieves destroyed

the church’s two air conditioners
when they stripped the units of
valuable copper, aluminum and
brass. Over the past few years, as
metal prices have soared on the
recycling market, thieves are targeting schools, public light fixtures, vacant homes and now churches.
The Ramona church was one of
four churches vandalized in six different attacks since November, with
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church targeted three times.
The cluster of thefts has prompted
Crime Stoppers to offer a $1,000
reward for more information leadSee CHURCH SECURITY, page 20
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Church offers sensory
room for autistic,
special-needs children
By Lori Arnold
RANCHO BERNARDO — Faye
Bradley was walking through the
children’s ministry department
during a worship service when she
noticed a family mulling around in
a hallway.
Bradley asked if they needed
assistance.
“We can’t go to church because Billy can’t sit,” the mother
replied. “He has autism.”
As a result of that encounter,
the Church at Rancho Bernardo
now has a sensory room dedicated to children with special needs
for its 5 p.m. services each Saturday. In addition to those with autism, the room—and its specially
trained core of volunteers—accommodates children who have
Down syndrome, cerebral palsy,
visual and hearing impairment,
epilepsy, paralysis or are developmentally delayed.
“It’s part of our regular program,” said Bradley, who serves
as the church’s pastor to youth
and children.
After hearing the heart of Billy’s mom, Bradley tapped into the
mother’s personal experience to
See SPECIAL NEEDS, page 14

Mexican Medical brings
healing to bodies and
souls across the border
By Lori Arnold
LEMON GROVE — Steve
Crews and his outreach team
from Mexican Medical Ministries
were loaded up with equipment
and supplies as they headed off
in four-wheel-drive trucks toward
the desolate desert areas outside

of Cabo San Lucas. Their intentions far eclipsed their expectations.
“It’s a very difficult place to
reach people for Christ,” Crews
said. “They are very suspicious of
outsiders. They live out there beSee MINISTRY, page 22

Children in the Baja town of Palenque show off new books they received from
Mexican Medical Ministry. Based in Lemon Grove, the 50-year-old ministry
provides health care, education fairs and other services in Baja’s poorest towns.
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Log on to www.ndpsandiego.org to see a list of Day of Prayer events for San Diego County.
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VUJICIC…
Continued from page 1
concerns for their limbless son.
In previous interviews he highlighted the months-long struggles
they endured in accepting their
son’s disability.
“How would their son live a normal happy life?” the website said.
“What could he ever do or become
when living with such a massive disability? Little did they or anyone
else know that this beautiful limbless baby would one day be someone who would inspire and motivate people from all walks of life.
God uses Nick to touch lives and
bring the hope of Jesus Christ to
people across the globe.”
The journey to get there, though,
was marked with pain as the young
Vujicic faced his own struggles with
depression and loneliness. He was
often bullied by his peers as he became one of the first children in
his community to become mainstreamed into public education because of a change in local laws. By
an early age he contemplated suicide and, at age 10 tried to drown
himself, before giving into his love
for his parents.
The Vujicics passed on to their
son the Great Love that helped
them to surrender their own
personal fears and to embrace
God’s heart for their son, and the
young Vujicic eventually embraced
his disabilities, thanks to his own
budding faith. By the time he was
graduating high school, he was
openly sharing at prayer groups. By
age 19 he was leading evangelical
outreaches as he pursued a double
major in accounting and business
at an Australian university. He
eventually came to Southern California and founded Life Without

Nick Vujicic is an international
motivational speaker who draws on
his experiences of depression and
loneliness while living as a disabled
child. His faith in Jesus Christ has
helped him to transform the pain
of living as a limbless man to a
limitless man of God. He appears as
a headlining speaker at Spirit West
Coast on May 26.

Limbs, which he has operated from
Agoura Hills since 2007.
Addressing self-hatred, suicide
When Vujicic takes the stage at
venues across the globe, he sees a
mirror of himself. He may lack the
arms and feet of the young people
who peer back at him, but he sees
the similarities in their uneasy eyes.
“It’s the most attacked generation we’ve seen so far,” he said in a
telephone interview from Australia,
where he was speaking. “The drug
of this age is self-hatred.”
Since the need is so vast, Vujicic
said he’s drawn to larger venues
where more young people can be
reached. Where allowed, he loves
to visit schools. After sharing his
own experiences, he patiently ex-

A very young Nick Vujicic is all smiles
as he enjoys his pacifier. The limbless
evangelist struggled with depression
and thoughts of suicide before Christ
transformed him into an international
motivational speaker.

plains the source of salvation. He
also addresses the issue of suicide
head on by asking everyone in the
arena to stand, close their eyes, and
raise their hands if they have ever
considered taking their own life.
Usually 20 percent to 35 percent
of the teens follow his direction.
Then he narrows that down.
“How many have tried suicide?”
he asks.
At least two in every crowd acknowledges the desperation to end
their pain. Many times, those lifting
their hands have self-identified as
Christian.
“More than ever, people are here
for their identities, not for the truth,
the truth in their lives.” Vujicic said,
adding that one in two youth come
from broken homes and that children

April 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 3

as young 8 to 12 years old are dealing
with depression.”
“It’s the realization of the body of
Christ coming to realize am I walking in God’s strength or am I walking in my own,” he said. “You can
have arms and legs. You can be rich
or poor. You can be healthy or sick,
but the question is, without God
what do you have?”
A big element to Vujicic’s ministry is addressing man’s sin nature,
exposing the hypocrisy that comes
from a faith that is nothing more
than lip service.
“You can be complete on the outside but be broken on the inside,”
he said, not exclusively referring to
young people. “It’s never going to
satisfy your soul. It’s not just saying
a prayer, it’s by them wanting more
out of their life.”
“Just because they go through
the routine doesn’t make them a
Christian,” he said. “We try to put
it in perspective. It’s not going to
church that makes you a Christian.
It’s having an actual relationship
with Jesus Christ. You can’t be in
church on Sunday saying you are a
Christian but you are teasing somebody on Monday.”
A living legacy
While Vujicic’s journey to the
national stage evolved from a protracted season in the dark night of
a young soul, the evangelical Aussie said he’s committed to showing
others that Scripture is true, and
he is a living legacy for those who
believe that all things are possible
through the Author of strength.
“I would rather not have arms
and legs for 90 years and get to tell
them about Jesus than have arms
and legs and for 90 years not get
to tell them about the redeeming
power of Jesus.
“It’s about us being on the right

What: Spirit West Coast
When: May 25-27
Where: Del Mar Fairgrounds
Artists: Dozens of bands (7
stages) including TobyMac,
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North,
Matthew West, Peter Furler,
Family Force 5, Firelight, Britt
Nicole, Love Song, The Afters,
Disciple, Seventh Day Slumber
Speakers: Luis Palau, Nick
Vujicic, Joseph Rojas
Also: Comedy, worship, film
festival, action games, skate
park, seminars, local artists,
Children’s Fun Zone, talent
showcase, Christian Examiner
exhibit hall, camping
Tickets: Single day and full
event passes available. Group
and military discounts.
Web:
spiritwestcoast.org
track with God, being transformed
with Him and actively trusting Him
with the rest.”
Age, he said, should not be an excuse for mambie pambie faith.
Teens who are wearing the full
armor of God, he said, are able to
stand up and say no to drugs, to
sex, to pornography, to bullying, to
selfishness, to self-harm and mutilation.
“Now is the time that this new
generation wakes up and provides
that new way of love,” he said.
“If God can take someone like
me, without arms and legs, and use
me as his hands and feet, He can
use anybody. It’s not about ability.
God can use a willing heart.”
For more information about
Vujicic’s ministry, visit www.
lifewithoutlimbs.org.
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A new church for East County . . . Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Whole Life Church
What we’re about:

I

t is our desire and passion to gather with unbelievers in any
way possible to connect the Good News to the missing piece
in the lives of others.
To assist all believers from every part of the faith journey in
ﬁnding God’s purpose for them and equipping them for health
– spiritually, physically, mentally, emotionally and relationally –
to become all that God has gifted them for.
To call all our whole community together to serve, using our
gifts and talents, for the greater good of our world as God asked.
To connect with each other in friendship and to enjoy growing
up and growing old together…spiritually and physically!
To worship God passionately in artistic and creative ways to
inspire us and give him glory.

Whole Life Church

The Church Upstairs
772 S. Johnson Ave., Suite 201, El Cajon
619-201-8484

Committed to Living God’s Passion for a
Whole Life… Spirit, Mind, And Body

Celebration of Freedom Dinner
An Evening with Advocates for Faith & Freedom
Thursday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
South Coast Winery
34843 Rancho California Road, Temecula

Engage the culture and hear from the lawyers on the frontlines
who are your voice in the courts. Learn about:
s Proposition 8 and the defense of marriage: What’s next?
s The latest from the public schools and the CTA
s So-called “gender liberation” (children can claim their own gender)
s Information and insight on this year’s critical election, plus time for Q&A
Special Guest:
Pastor Clark Van Wick, Calvary Chapel Bible Fellowship,Temecula
Hear from our client who is in pursuit of liberty as he
speaks on “Culture, Liberty and Things to Come in America.”

Robert Tyler
General Counsel

Jennifer Monk
Associate
General Counsel

Murrieta-based Advocates for
Faith & Freedom is a non-proﬁt
law ﬁrm dedicated to protecting
religious liberty in the courts.

Tickets: $40. Reserve online at https://www.faith-freedom.com/celebration-freedom.
Please RSVP by Friday, April 20th
For more information, contact Lori Sanada at 1-888-588-6888 or email info@faith-freedom.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GOD’S COUNTRY

Jenn Gotzon, who will lead a weekend acting intensive for the San Diego
Christian Film Festival in April, stars in a scene from “God’s Country.”

Hollywood actress to
lead weekend acting
intensive in San Diego
Christian film festival sponsors session as
signature event goes on yearlong hiatus
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — Breakout actress
Jenn Gotzon, who welcomed the
month of March with the release of
two new films, will host an actor’s
intensive weekend as an outreach
of the San Diego Christian Film
Festival.
With simultaneous releases,
Gotzon is starring alongside John
Schneider and Ernie Hudson in
the psychological thriller “Doonby” and the family friendly movie
“God’s Country.”
The actor’s workshop, scheduled for April 20 to 22 in the North
County, has room for 16 students,
said Richard Bagdazian, producer
of the film festival.
“Part of the mission of our film
festival is to provide unique educational opportunities to our broadbased community as well as screen
the best in faith-based film,” Bagdazian said. “We regularly attract individuals who work in television
and film to teach seminars and offer advice to individuals seeking to
advance their careers. At our last
festival in December we hosted a
number of seminars by Hollywood
producers and executives.”
A born-again believer, Gotzon
had various roles in TV, short films
and documentaries beginning in
2003. Her big screen roll out came
in the form of a cameo appearance in the 2009 Ron Howard film,
“Frost/Nixon” in which she played
the former president’s daughter
Trish. Her more recent TV credits include “Pushing Daisies” and
“House M.D.”
“The intimate format of the acting intensive class will provide the
opportunity to learn and receive
personalized acting coaching from
a working actress who lives by her
Christian convictions and has succeeded in the Hollywood mainstream,” Bagdazian said.
The acting workshop is part of a new

approach by the film festival, which is
tweaking its format and vision.
After hosting the festival the
week after Christmas for two
straight years, Bagdazian said they
are anticipating moving the event
to another time of the year, possibly
summer.
“Our attendance was a bit lower
than the previous year,” the producer said.
Since it takes at least a year of
planning to produce the festival,
Bagdazian said the event will be on
hiatus this year.
In place of the festival, organizers will host a series of smaller community events such as screenings
and workshops, for the remainder
of 2012. The producer is also working with an independent group to
host the San Diego Christian Film
Festival on Tour, which will make
promotional stops in numerous cities outside of California for 2012.
“It should be an exciting year,”
he said.
Among the activities being pursued this year include those geared
toward youth. The festival’s youth
night has been one of the strongest
draws of the festival with more than
350 turning out to view the skateboarding movie “Hard Flip.”
“It was particularly interesting for
the youth and families,” Bagdazian
said.
And, while attendance was down
last year, the event organizers said
there has been an increased interest in sponsorships.
“I don’t know if it was the economy or not, but there have been a lot
of people wanting to partner with
us,” he said. “It’s been very encouraging.”
The regular fee for the intensive is $475, but those who register
through the festival will be admitted for $380.
For more information, visit www.
sdchristianfilmfestival.com.

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound

#HRISTIAN #AMP AND
#ONFERENCE #ENTER
Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.
(AYRIDES THROUGH THE CANYON s #ANOEING s !RCHERY RANGE s (IKING TRAILS s  ACRE GRASS ATHLETIC lELD s
/BSTACLE COURSE s !MPHITHEATER W lRE CIRCLE s 3WIMMING POOLS s 6OLLEYBALL

   s WWWPARADISEVALLEYRANCHORG
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Legislative Update

Passover Seder

Practice does not make perfect
for California’s legislators
By Rebecca Burgoyne
SACRAMENTO — California
legislators practice a “try-and-tryagain” mentality. If a bill doesn’t
succeed the first time, they introduce the same bill the next
year—either verbatim or with slight
changes—in an attempt to find the
approval needed for their proposals.
Often they weaken a bill to get
a major change through, and then
incrementally expand on the idea
in subsequent years. Like the proverbial frog in a pot of boiling water, many citizens don’t realize what
is happening until it is too late.
Over the past decade or so, legislators have used this technique to
reshape California law and culture,
especially in the areas of abortion
and homosexuality.
A decade ago, the legislative push
was to obtain all of the “rights” and
benefits of marriage for homosexual partners through “domestic partnerships.” First created by Assembly
Bill 26 in 1999, subsequent legislative sessions expanded the privileges associated with this counterfeit marriage. California domestic
partners now enjoy virtually every
right and responsibility available
to married couples by the state of
California. Pro-homosexual activists have failed to legislatively usurp
the title of marriage—thanks in no
small part to a veto by former Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2005—
but they continue their battle in the
courts and public square.
During the past decade, these
activists pursued “equal rights,” successfully defined sexual orientation
as a “civil right” and packaged their
message as one of “tolerance” and
“safety.” Such efforts proved expedient as they permeated public
schools with a decidedly pro-homosexual worldview.
Efforts within the public schools
culminated last year with passage of
Senate Bill 48, Leno, D-San Francisco. Disguised as a means of promoting tolerance and understanding—ostensibly to stop bullying
and harassment—SB 48 requires
school districts to teach the role

and contributions of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender citizens
in social-studies curricula.
In response, two Republican legislators have introduced proposals
to allow local school districts to
have more discretion as in AB 1756,
Steve Knight, R-Palmdale, and AB
254, Tim Donnelly, R-Hesperia,
which requires social science instruction to be accurate and based
solely on historical significance.
Unfortunately, with the strong
pro-homosexual contingent in the
California Legislature, these bills
have little hope of surviving their
initial committee votes.
Building on past years’ attempts
to enhance civil rights for homosexuals, AB 1856, Tom Ammiano,
D-San Francisco, would require that
licensed foster parents and grouphome administrators receive LGBT
sensitivity training, and AB 1960,
Roger Dickinson, D-Sacramento,
would require the department of
transportation to track and report
the participation in certain contracts by LGBT-owned businesses.
Abortion ‘rights’
A decade ago, the left-leaning
California Legislature took great
pride in passing several notorious
“landmark” abortion bills, including Sen. Sheila Kuehl’s bill that
guaranteed California women the
right to abortion on demand (SB
1301). Pledging to continue to
stand for a woman’s right to choose
abortion, then-Gov. Gray Davis
commented in a March 28, 2003
press release, “When I became Governor, I warned that no bill restricting women’s rights would become
law under my watch—and I’ve kept
my word.” He added, “Today, California is the most pro-choice state
in America—and proud of it.”
In 2012, California still claims
an abysmal pro-life record. In a national ranking of the states, California remains near the bottom. Only
Washington, which has legalized
physician-assisted suicide, ranks
lower. Although the California Legislature has been unsuccessful in
promoting physician-assisted suicide, it continues to strengthen a

woman’s “right” to an abortion.
This year’s SB 150, Christine
Kehoe, D-San Diego, would make
abortion more common by expanding the number of those who can
provide abortions in the Golden
State. While currently only physicians or surgeons with valid licenses may provide surgical abortions,
certain exceptions exist to authorize other licensed individuals to
perform or assist in non-surgical
abortions—those done with pharmacological agents like the morning-after pill.
SB 1501 would allow licensed
nurse practitioners, physician assistants and midwives to perform
or assist in abortions done by medication or aspiration techniques
known as suction. Though wrapped
in the guise of access and equality, SB 1501 is more about making
abortions more common—contrary to the stated goals of the majority of Americans, who want most
or all abortions to be made illegal.
National attention
Recently, the twin social issues of
abortion and homosexual “rights”
have risen on the national stage,
compliments of the 2012 presidential campaign. The Obama administration raised the abortion issue
by forcing religious employers—
many of whom have strong moral
and religious pro-life tenets—to
finance contraceptive coverage—
which may include sterilization and
abortion-inducing medication—in
their employees’ health coverage.
Second, loud voices in the Democratic party are urging the adoption
of a plank in their party platform to
support homosexual marriage.
California has been on the leading edge of these issues for more
than a decade, and the tarnished
Golden State is a prime example of
what can happen when humanism
trumps biblical worldview. Try-andtry-again may be pragmatic for political expediency, but certainly not
for the sake of California’s families,
culture and laws.
Burgoyne is a research analyst
with the California Family Council.
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PROMISE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Townsend Hall M13, 1550 E. Elizabeth — Pasadena, CA 91104
www.promisechristianuniversity.com

NEW STUDY CENTER IN CHULA VISTA
Certiﬁcate in Biblical Studies I
LOW TUITION - EASY PAYMENT PLAN
Degree Completion program online

Call (888) 723-6233 x1
or Email: mypcu@aol.com
Watch Promise Christian Live TV
www.pasadenacommunitynetwork.com
Arroyo Channel
3UN PM s 7ED AM  PM s 4HURS AM  PM

Dr. Michael
McKinney,
President

APRIL CLASSES
Chaplains
Training & New
Testament Survey

Shedding light
on FINANCIAL
and INSURANCE needs

Luminary Financial and Insurance Solutions
Ask me about...
- Life Insurance “you don’t have to die to use”
- Using Life Insurance for your retirement needs
tax free!
- Single Premium Life Insurance
- Return of Premium Term Life insurance
Frank Cueva - Senior Citizen Final Expense Programs
(featuring no medical exams and permanent
CA Lic #OG88532
1-800-991-5307 x4 coverage that does not increase)
- Coverages available for Cancer, Terminal
fcueva@
luminaryﬁnancial.com Illnesses, AIDS, Diabetes, Hepatitis, Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, Organ Transplants, Dialysis
conditions, and more.
Contact me

today and
experience
our client-ﬁrst
philosophy

www.luminaryﬁnancial.com

“There is a difference between having insurance and being insured.”
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American culture steeped in ‘gimmie’ sense of entitlement
We live in a time of “great expectations.” In its day, Charles Dickens’ novel by the same name had
an easy to understand moral and
message. Today I’m afraid our culture expects big, wonderful things
to happen, just “because.” After the
challenges of the recession, We the
People begin to think we “deserve”
everything, like blessings, benefits
and any number of goodies—expected to flow from government or
anyone with “means.”
Back to Dickens’ classic book.
In “Great Expectations,” one overall message comes through: Don’t
chase after empty, expedient values. The story is about growing up,
though the author suggests that
becoming more mature might not
lead to much of anything. It becomes a matter of personal choices
and responsibility. Some “get it,”
and some don’t.
Dickens conveys a sense of an
ongoing wrestling with a question
of what grownups should be doing
in life, and with themselves, in the
day-to-day world of opportunities
and challenges. In our culture the
theme seems to be “I am here, so
there, and I want something for
free.”
In America these days, grown-ups
appear to be obsessed with conveying an image of striving for great
things, hoping for the best and
then sinking into confusion and
despair when things don’t work out

In our culture the theme
seems to be “I am here,
so there, and I want
something for free.”
perfectly. They should know better,
but they keep repeating the process.
Here’s where I think our world
is getting more off-track: Wanting
and rationalizing, full of great expectations and eager to buy promises, people often compromise.
Then, the more they do it, the
easier it is to keep skipping goals,
stretching the truth and taking the
easier way out in life.
Governments love hyping great
expectations. State lotteries are big
examples of this, offering false hope
and big changes for a few bucks. As
I have noted in other columns, lotteries are also easy and slick ways
for politicians to, in effect, tax poor
people. A large number of lower
income people tend to play lotteries more often, so it’s a sneaky way
to get revenue from them. Politicos
prefer selling such schemes with
fake facades such as “Our Schools
Win, too.” Once hooked and rationalized, those addicted find the

habit is tough to break.
When Mega Millions jackpots
are in the news, more people tell
themselves that maybe there’s a
chance, so what’s a few bucks? Over
time, the expectations are more distorted, and sometimes depressing.
Often the big-time winners of huge
payoffs squander their riches and
become worse off than they were
before they first “invested” in lotto
tickets.
Justifying the freebies
Recently there was lots of media
focus on a young woman in Michigan who was exposed by a Detroit
news outlet. She won a cool million dollars last fall in the state lottery and was later found to be still
receiving “food stamp” assistance,
which is now provided on plastic
debit cards.
When confronted by the facts,
the woman appeared unfazed, explaining that she didn’t really win
a full million bucks. Since she took

do such a thing with a
clear conscience, but
in our “gimme” world,
plenty of Americans
explain away the bad
behavior.
Consider
such views as “I deserve it,” “I’ve been
a customer for years
so this won’t hurt” or
“They can afford it.”
Larson
This kind of thing
hurts people. And when the national view becomes “where’s my
freebies?” we can’t afford it either.
Maybe I expect too much, wanting things to change for the better
before it’s too late. I’m sure every
generation feels that things are falling apart and too many others want
and expect something for nothing.
Maybe I should find some comfort
and perspective through another
Dickens novel, “A Tale of Two Cities.” Here’s part of the opening
paragraph:
“It was the best of times, it was
State of gimmie
The other day I heard another the worst of times. It was the age of
disturbing story about expecta- wisdom and the age of foolishness.”
As so it is, indeed.
tions and rationalization. A survey
was quoted, noting that some 20
Larson is a veteran Southern Calipercent of those polled admitted
to doing a “dine-and-dash” at least fornia radio/television personality
once. A dine-and-dash is going to a and media consultant. He can be
restaurant, ordering food, eating it heard daily in San Diego on KCBQ
and taking off without paying the 1170AM from 6 to 9 a.m. and on
KPRZ 1210AM from 2 to 4 p.m. Ebill.
I can’t fathom how anyone can mail: mark@marklarson.com.
the lump sum payoff,
it was “only around
$700,000”—and after taxes a mere “half
that,” she said, expecting empathy. When
the reporter pressed
the issue asking why
she continued to accept state aid, the winner defended herself
Mark
by saying she was still
“not working.” No, just resting on
taxpayer money.
There were overblown expectations there, for sure. Citizens also
expected Michigan officials to be
smart enough to cut off the woman’s aid payments after she was all
over the news winning the lottery,
but that turned out to be wanting
too much. Only when the story hit
the media did the bureaucrats fix
the problem. I wonder how many
more similar cases exist across the
USA.

Does America need a religious test for presidential candidates?
Presidential elections are a challenge. Invariably they force us to
consider what qualities and values
we deem to be important and of
our support. Because it’s rare for
a presidential candidate to have
all the desired qualifications, we’re
forced to rely on a core set of standards to judge each candidate in
making our decision. Before even
thinking about electability, I try
to assess four areas: the person’s
spiritual condition, their core principles, their character and their experience.
In past elections, conservative
candidates could turn out a significant amount of the evangelical

vote. In response, libthe unspoken litmus
erals would look for
test of religious orthocandidates that were
doxy could eventually
secularists, or claimed
become central to the
some form of weak or
amount of evangelical
Christ-less Christianenthusiasm and voter
ity in order to ensure
turnout.
a biblical worldview
In the Republican
would not intrude on
primaries, the current
policy decisions.
leading candidate is a
This has definitely
Mormon, Mitt Rombeen true with Presiney; two Catholics
Frank Kacer
dent Barack Obama:
(Newt Gingrich and
not only are our valRick Santorum) and
ues ignored but there isn’t even a self-identified Protestant Ron Paul.
pretense of giving credibility to the
If this coming election turns out
historic moral base for this nation. to be close, biblical orthodoxy may
Like it or not, in this election cycle end up being a major deciding
factor—but one that’s not openly
talked about.
Given what we are facing, it’s appropriate to ask if one’s faith is a
reasonable thing to question. Looking back to our nation’s founding,
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voter? Should we employ a faith test
of some kind? If we do so, is that
discrimination, bigotry, intolerance
or just plain naive?
Leader’s views
I realize we’re voting for a president
and not a pastor, but I prefer to say
we’re electing a national and world
leader that represents the essence of
what our country was and is built upon:
biblical truths. Whoever occupies this
office represents a historically Christianized nation to the world and whose
personal example of faith, beliefs and
convictions will impact many.
If a president’s example is a sexual
predator, it shames us all; if it’s a reckless or impotent commander in chief,
it’s disconcerting to our allies; and if
a president claims a Christian faith
that’s obviously contrary to historically
true biblical faith, his example gives
credibility to error that could yield
eternal spiritual consequences in many
people’s lives.
The fact that there’s a spiritual and
secular realm with both temporal and
eternal effects shouldn’t surprise anyone except those wanting to remove all
“faith” from public service. My concern
is that by ignoring this duality we may be
ignoring what’s most significant to God.
I believe we have the right and obligation to consider a person’s faith in our
voting decision. From the wellspring of
a person’s beliefs flow their core principles, resulting actions and ultimately
good or bad spiritual fruit. If a person
claims to be a biblical Christian, but
denies the true nature of Jesus Christ,
the ultimate nature of man or the
exclusivity of biblical authority, what
kind of faith do they have?
Guiding principles
The more a person aligns themselves with extremely liberal or unorthodox forms of Christianity, the
further they are from the truth that
should be the light in their lives.
Obviously, non-Christian religions

are even more removed, though
they may embrace many of the
same moral imperatives we cherish
and work together to implement.
Can a committed biblical Christian make policy mistakes? Of
course they can. But I have more
hope for them to be corrected by
biblical truth than those with a false
view of Christian truth or ultimate
authority.
I encourage everyone to earnestly study the different Christian
beliefs of the candidates—whether
Democrat or Republican. This is
the bedrock that should affect and
inform everything else. With that
understanding, then consider the
candidate’s core guiding principles
and character when approaching
the upcoming presidential primary
in June and the general election in
November.
Bottom line: The presidency is a
unique office in the world. Though
not a spiritual post, it has strong
spiritual implications for us, our
nation and for the world. To ignore
this would be irresponsible on our
part.
Kacer is executive director for
the Christian Citizenship Council
of San Diego. He can be reached
at frankkacer@hotmail.com.
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Campus crackdown: Restricting religious freedom
Can you imagine
a campus Christian
organization where
the leaders aren’t
even Christian? Your
university can!
Welcoming different viewpoints and
beliefs is said to be
one of the crowning
glories of the modern
university. Unless of
Chuck
course, your viewpoints and beliefs happen to be
Christian.
Sadly, back in 2010, the Supreme
Court laid the groundwork for a disturbing trend that is spreading to
campuses nationwide. In the case
Christian Legal Society vs. Martinez,
little noted at the time, the high
court ruled that a public college
may refuse to recognize a student
organization if it restricts membership or leadership to students who

share the group’s core
beliefs.
In other words, campus student organizations like InterVarsity
or Campus Crusade
now run the risk of being kicked off campus
if they say that only
Christian students
may hold leadership
positions. The Court
Colson
ruling says, in effect,
that Christian groups must allow
people who hold non-Christian
beliefs into leadership ranks.
Friends, that makes no sense.
It’s like forcing campus atheists to
make Billy Graham their president!
Of course we would welcome nonbelievers to hear the gospel, but
they can’t run our groups!
Be that as it may, that’s where the
law now stands—and the campus
secularists know it. We’re already

seeing them attempt to restrict religious freedom at several schools,
of all places, in the Bible Belt.
Vanderbilt University’s administration in Nashville has a policy forbidding campus religious groups
from making sure that student leaders share the groups’ core beliefs.
Vanderbilt’s Intervarsity Graduate
Christian Fellowship is in the thick
of the battle there.
At the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, the administration has launched a task
force to explore ending the right
of religious groups to exclude
nonbelievers.
And now, UNC-Greensboro is
denying recognition to student
groups that restrict their members
and leaders to a set of religious
beliefs. But it’s targeting only those
not affiliated with a church, saying
they are not really religious. That’s
a neat trick—take away religious

freedom by saying it doesn’t apply
to a nondenominational group.
Thus, UNC-Greensboro is moving from a broad freedom of religion to a much more restrictive
“freedom of church”—much like
the phrase “freedom of worship,”
which this administration has embraced, which I’ve been warning
you about for months. In the words
of my colleague Tom Gilson over
at The Point blog, this freedom
of church is merely the “freedom
to practice religion in a defined,
confined, private space.” And as Alliance Defense Fund Legal Counsel
Jeremy Tedesco rightly points out,
“Saying that a Christian club isn’t
religious is flatly absurd.”
Back in 2003, Harvard University similarly was accusing
the Harvard-Radcliffe Christian
Fellowship of violating the university’s nondiscrimination policy.
The late Rev. Dr. Peter Gomes,

an open homosexual who taught
Christian morals, spoke out. Harvard’s policy, Gomes said, “is not
tolerant, neither is it pluralistic,
nor inclusive. Let us call it what
it is: hostile, rampantly secular
and overtly anti-Christian.” Well
happily, Harvard backed down.
Gomes was right then, and,
unfortunately, even more right
now—especially in times
like these, when religious freedom is being restricted on all
fronts.
Let me ask you: Do you know
whether this anti-Christian bigotry
has spread to the university you
attended, or where your kids go
grandkids go? It’s time you find
out and speak out.
© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Reprinted with permission. “BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is a radio
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

Ultrasound, ultra-truth: Changing the reality of abortion
“Seeing is believing” is an
ancient idiom. It teaches that a
dispute can often be resolved by
presenting physical evidence.
Opponents of the ultrasound
bill passed in late February by the
Virginia legislature and signed
by Governor Bob McDonnell
thought they could stop the measure because they said it would
require an invasive vaginal probe
to determine the age of the fetus
in an early-stage pregnancy. The
bill passed after it was modified
to mandate only a non-invasive
procedure.
According to the Guttmacher
Institute, Virginia joins seven
other states “that mandate that
an abortion provider perform an
ultrasound on each woman seeking an abortion, and require the
provider to offer the woman the
opportunity to view the image.”
Before other surgeries, doctors and hospitals must present
information to patients who are
then required to sign documents
consenting to the procedure. No
one would deny women access to
information about a kidney transplant. So then for abortions, as

Obama’s contraception
stand is wrong
Make no mistake. The Obama
administration’s fiat on “contraception” has nothing to do with
birth control and everything
to do with an egregious violation of our constitutional First
Amendment rights.
With this trampling of conscience rights now, what will
the future hold for health care
professionals who wish to practice ethically according to their
conscience?
Germaine Wensley
Vice-president
CA Nurses for Ethical Standards
Los Angeles, Calif.
Why I’m an independent
I’m a pro-life independent
moderate, who was formerly
a conservative Republican. I
changed because of two things:
the Bush administration’s aggressive policy, particularly on
the wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, and the intransigency of
both the Republican and Democrat leadership in Congress to

No one would deny women
access to information
about a kidney transplant.
part of this information-providing
process, why shouldn’t ultrasound
images be included? Shouldn’t
abortion-seeking women see the
life they are about to end?
The debate in Virginia and
elsewhere over ultrasound legislation should include the voices of
women who favor ultrasound laws.
The media speak of “women” as a
monolithic group who consistently
subscribe to the liberal-secular
line. But there are many women—I
have met a few—whose voices are
rarely, if ever, heard. These women
either decided to give birth after
seeing an ultrasound image, or
regretted having had an abortion
and would testify that if they had

seen an ultrasound image before
the procedure they would have
made a different choice. Does
not seeing an ultrasound image
change the reality of abortion?
There are several websites featuring testimonies from some of
these pro-ultrasound women. One
is: www.projectultrasound.org/
testimonies.html.
Why would anyone want to
deprive women of the joy they
experience after seeing a picture
of their baby and deciding to preserve their baby’s life? Why would
anyone not want to protect these
women from the pain many have
experienced from not seeing a
picture and going forward with

seek reasonable compromise on
many issues. It seems their ideological partisanship has made it
impossible to run a viable and
functioning government.
Republicans say they want to
cut the debt and deficit, but
only by cutting social programs,
with no consideration to the excessive defense spending.
Democrats seem to fail to
see that if social programs like
Social Security and Medicare
are not modified by reasonable
cuts, they will soon go broke.
I do not buy into this idea that
to be a Bible-believing Christian, you must be an ultra-conservative.
John Horvath
Hawthorne, Calif.

interesting in this gigantic rock
is the way it is being transported. It is a massive feat of engineering, to say the least. Other
than that, the $10 million price
tag to procure the rock, transport the rock to Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and to
put it in its final display case is
eerily similar to the tale of the
Emperor’s Clothes.
Someone has been sold an
expensive bill of goods with this
gigantic rock. Personally, I can’t
help but wonder, especially in
this day and age and economy,
if $10 million could have been
better spent. Like maybe helping the less fortunate who lined
the streets representing the
communities through which
the rock passed over its 11 days
of traveling time to see the Emperor’s Rock pass them by.
Finally, where were the Occupy
Wall Street folks? This would have
been a great example of the 1
percent and their frivolous waste
of precious financial resources.
Paul Zimmer
Perris, Calif.

Rock is more joke than exhibit
Am I the only one who sees
some clear similarities between the traveling museum
rock from Riverside County
and Hans Christian Andersen’s
short tale of “The Emperor’s
New Clothes?”
The only thing I find remotely

attribution of a right
the abortion, only to
later regret it?
to life to an individual.
In Britain, two
Rather than being
“medical ethicists”
‘actual persons,’ newassociated with Oxborns were ‘potenford University have
tial persons’.” They
published an article in
explained: “Both a
the Journal of Medical
fetus and a newborn
Ethics entitled “Aftercertainly are human
birth abortion: Why
beings and potential
should the baby live?”
persons, but neither is
Cal Thomas
which asserts that
a ‘person’ in the sense
newborn babies are not “actual of ‘subject of a moral right to life’.”
persons” and thus do not have a
Let’s hear “pro-choicers” argue
“moral right to life.” As reported against infanticide and present
in the London Daily Telegraph, the their reasons for doing so. Having
professors argue, “Parents should ceded any moral high ground that
be allowed to have their newborn defines human life as distinct from
babies killed because they are ‘mor- animal life, though some do equate
ally irrelevant’ and ending their the two, on what basis do they say
lives is no different to abortion.” “no” to the ethicists’ argument?
The authors, Alberto Giubilini They have no basis.
and Francesca Minerva, maintain
This is where our indifference
that “killing a newborn should be to human life and its Creator has
permissible in all the cases where led us. Requiring ultrasounds
abortion is, including cases where before a woman has an abortion
the newborn is not disabled.”
will help restore recognition of a
The Telegraph story quotes baby’s right to live and of our own
Giubilini and Minerva: “The moral humanity.
status of an infant is equivalent to
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
that of a fetus in the sense that both
lack those properties that justify the Inc.
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Crystal Cathedral vows to continue
ministry after remaining Schullers resign
Schuller daughter to start new church at AMC Theater
By Lori Arnold

Partnering
with Christian
families since
1961

s Fine Arts Programs
(Music, Art, Drama,
Band, & more)
s Technology Classes
including robotics
s WASC Accredited &
AP Classes Available
s CIF Athletics
s Spanish begins in pre-kindergarten
s Singapore Math (elementary)
s Need-based TUITION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
s Individual Classes Available to Homeschoolers

Now Enrolling for the 2012-2013 School Year
Preschool - 12th Grade
FULL & PART-TIME OPTIONS for Preschool & Kindergarten

www.calvinchristianescondido.org
1-888-99-CALVIN (888-992-2584)

s WASC ACCREDITED
s "IBLICALLY BASED ACADEMICS
TAUGHT FROM A #HRISTIAN
WORLDVIEW
s #OLLEGE PREP CURRICULUM
s -ULTIPLE HONORS AND ADVANCED
SCIENCE COURSES
s 3MALL CLASSES WITH LOW
STUDENT TO TEACHER RATIOS
s 5P TO DATE COMPUTER LAB

s
s
s
s

-USIC THEATRE AND ART PROGRAMS
 CIF SPORTS
5# AND NCAA APPROVED COURSES
!FFORDABLE TUITION OFFERING
  AND  DAY PROGRAMS
s &INANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
s %ARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT

619-303-8035 s www.foothillsschool.net

GARDEN GROVE — Regular
worship services were set to be held
March 18 at the beleaguered Crystal
Cathedral but, for the first time since
the congregation’s founding 56 years
ago, the ministry continued without
a member of the founding Schuller
family at the helm.
The church’s lead pastor Sheila
Schuller Coleman, daughter of
founder Dr. Robert H. Schuller,
announced during the late morning service on March 11 that it
was her final service and that she
would be starting another church
in Orange County.
Her announcement came a day
after her parents, still serving on
the ministry board after her father’s retirement from the pulpit,
announced they had resigned
their posts after filing a $5.5 million lawsuit against the church,
alleging theft of intellectual property.
In a statement released March
13, the governing board of Crystal
Cathedral Ministries announced
services would be continuing at
the church, although it made no
mention about who would be delivering the message or shepherding the once mega church.
“We invite everyone to join us
next Sunday for worship in the
Crystal Cathedral,” John Charles,
chairman of Crystal Cathedral
Ministries’ Board of Directors
said in the official statement.
“Since sharing this news with our
congregation, we have received
an outpouring of assurance and
encouragement from numerous
members of the congregation
about their excitement over the
return to the traditional worship
style on which the ministry was
founded.”
In addition to issues over the
church’s bankruptcy proceedings, which led to the sale of the
landmark church earlier this year,
many longtime members had expressed frustration over changes
Coleman made in updating music and other issues.
Though not attributed directly
to Charles, the statement also
said that the “services will feature
the traditional music and message which is synonymous with
the ministries’ legacy.”
Operation of the “Hour of Power,” the signature Christian television broadcast that has been produced and copyrighted by Crystal
Cathedral Ministries since 1970,
would also continue to be aired
domestically and internationally,
the statement read.
The statement referenced a
breach of contract lawsuit filed
by the elder Schullers and their
daughter and son-in-law, Carol
and Timothy Milner, claiming
they are “seeking immediate cash
payments in excess of $5.5 million, a claim to ownership of all of
the ministry’s intellectual property and for unspecified monetary
damages for infringement.”
The statement went on to say
the creditor’s committee overseeing the church’s bankruptcy had
already objected to the claims
and paying such a claim would
leave the church without sufficient funds to operate. In addition, creditors cannot be paid until the Schuller suit is settled, the
statement read.
In an online video posted on

PHOTO BY ARNOLD C. BUCHANAN-HERMIT/WIKIPEDIA

The Crystal Cathedral board vows to move forward without the legacy of the Schuller
family after lead pastor Sheila Schuller Coleman leaves to start her own church.

the senior Schullers’ Facebook
page, Robert Schuller said the
suit was brought to protect a
2005 contract he made with the
board of directors that protected
the couple financially for the remainder of their retirement. The
ongoing bankruptcy could jeopardize that contract, he said.
He said many of the writings
and materials he developed were
created on his own personal time
and that they never received royalties or revenue from the income
generated for the church.
“Our financial future may be at risk
within the context of the bankruptcy,”
the family patriarch said.
Surprise announcement
The day after the resignation
of her father and mother, Arvella, from the church’s governing
board, Coleman preached during
the first service before announcing during the second service
that it was her last Sunday at the
Crystal Cathedral.
Local news media reported
that as few as 400 people were in
attendance at the last Schuller-led
service at the Crystal Cathedral, a
long and public descent for the
storied church, where attendance
once topped 10,000.
By mid-week, a new website announced the formation of Hope
Center OC (Of Christ). A video
on the site featured Coleman
as lead pastor and her brotherin-law Jim Penner, former producer for “Hour of Power,” as its
teaching pastor. Literally following in her father’s footsteps, the
new church will meet in an AMC
theater in the Outlets at Orange
mall. The Crystal Cathedral was
originally launched in 1955 at a
drive-in theater.
“We are going to need a new
home sooner than we thought
and we are moving full speed
ahead,” Coleman said in the video.
A statement on the new
church’s Facebook page, described it as “the next chapter
of Hope,” implying it was still affiliated with the Garden Grove
church.
“The Crystal Cathedral Congregation, founded in 1955 by Dr.
Robert H. Schuller, has been renamed the Hope Center OC (Of
Christ). This is the third name for
this church since being founded
by Dr. Robert H. Schuller in 1955
as the Garden Grove Community
Church. This would remain the
name of the church until 1980,
when it moved into the Crystal

Cathedral and became the Crystal Cathedral Congregation,” the
Facebook post read.
The statement said a new name
was necessary to coincide with the
“transition out of the Crystal Cathedral building.”
“Dr. Sheila Schuller Coleman,
the commissioned senior pastor
of the Crystal Cathedral Congregation will continue to lead the
church under its new name in a
new location,” the Facebook statement read. “This move was done
with the full support of founding
pastor Dr. Robert H. Schuller and
wife Arvella Schuller.”
In a statement they released about
the resignations, the elder Schullers
offered support to their daughter but
said they would not be worshiping at
either the Crystal Cathedral or the
Hope Center OC.
Family tensions
Coleman was named senior pastor in June 2009, seven months
after her only brother, the Rev.
Robert A. Schuller, resigned from
the pulpit in a widely publicized
family rift over the direction of
the church. The younger Schuller, handpicked by his father,
had served as senior pastor since
2006. A month before the son resigned from the pulpit, the elder
Schuller removed him from his
hosting duties with the “Hour of
Power” broadcast, citing a difference over vision. The son later
announced he was starting his
own television enterprise.
After the unsuccessful transition with his son at the helm and
dealing with mounting debt, the
church placed an office building
on its complex up for sale, consolidated its assets and laid off numerous pastors.
The financial troubles continued under Coleman’s tenure
leading the church to cancel its
signature “Glory of Easter” and
“Glory of Christmas” productions in 2010. That year it sold a
20-acre retreat center in San Juan
Capistrano, but by October 2010,
four months after founding pastor Schuller announced his retirement for the second time, the
church filed for bankruptcy, listing $55 million in debts.
In February, as part of the bankruptcy plan, the church closed escrow on the 10,000-glass-paneled
Crystal Cathedral campus, selling
it to the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Orange County for $57.5 million, although the church has an
agreement to use the facility for
up to three years.
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CWA California seeks volunteers to assist with legislative programs
By Lori Arnold
SACRAMENTO — Concerned
Women for America is seeking
volunteers to assist with its legislative tracking in California after
the resignation of the state director at the end of January. Phyllis
Nemeth, who served as California’s state director for five years,
left to focus on her passion for
national sovereignty.
“Since CWA has five other core
issues, I would not be able to give
the cause that is my personal passion the emphasis I desire if I
were to stay,” she wrote in a note
to supporters. “I have enjoyed
working with the dedicated volunteer leaders we have in this
state and with the wonderful staff
we have in the Washington, D.C.,
office.”
“Right now we are suffering
through the pain of reorganizing,” said Kenda Bartlett, executive director of CWA, which is
based in Washington, D.C. “We
need people who have a bent toward legislative issues to step up.”
Meetings have been scheduled
to assess the needs and possible
solutions.
Nemeth’s departure follows
last year’s resignation of Penny
Harrington, CWA’s director of
legislation for California. Harrington diligently monitored
the 2,000-plus bills that were introduced each legislative cycle.
In addition to tracking key bills
impacting the group’s key areas
of interest—definition of marriage, sanctity of life, education,
pornography, religious freedom
and national sovereignty—Harrington also monitored obscure

bills for late-changing procedural
moves known as “gutting and
amending” in which lawmakers
slip hard-to-pass bills into previously approved measures.
In addition to the state bill
tracker, the state volunteers would
also compile talking points, write
sample letters, prepare e-alerts
and plan lobby days. All of the
information they compiled was
then provided to the numerous
prayer chapters statewide and
posted online.
Bartlett said her team is in the
process of trying to figure out
how to maintain the California
website’s daily tracker, which has
been the go-to place for Christian
conservatives to track legislative
bills.
“The California website is one
of our most hit websites,” the executive director said.
Bartlett said she believes the
economy has hampered her organization’s efforts to maintain
the grassroots support needed
to handle the myriad tasks at the
state level because many qualified
women are having to enter the
workforce.
“I think that that has an impact, the fact that we are all volunteers,” she said.
Founded in 1979 by San Diegan Beverly LaHaye, CWA operates mostly from an all-volunteer
pool, except for the staff in the
national office.
Building up prayer chapters
In the interim, the state’s two
area directors, Ruth Smith in the
south and Patricia Thompson in
the central region, are continuing with their tasks of equipping

Kenda Bartlett is the executive
director of Concerned Women for
America, based in Washington, D.C.

the prayer groups.
“Without prayer, action is useless,” said Smith, whose territory
includes San Diego, Riverside
and Imperial counties. “And without action why are you praying?”
“I just think prayer is so important. He moves mountains with
the prayers of His people.”
Smith said local prayer chapter leaders agree to meet at least
once a month to pray about specific bills and other public policy
matters of concern to Christian
families. Other groups do more

as they feel led, with some participating in rallies and marches.
Existing San Diego groups operate in Clairemont, Coronado
and Vista.
“It’s up to the chapter leader
and what the group wants to do,”
Smith said.
Her area is sponsoring a seminar
on The Threat of Sharia law in El
Centro on April 21. Another session on the same topic is planned
for San Diego at a later date.
“I’m (volunteering) because
it’s a need that needs to be filled,”
she said.
Bartlett agreed, saying staving
off California’s liberal leaning is
critical to protecting the nation’s
Christian heritage.
“Many times they come to California and test the waters there,”
she said. “When we see these
things pop up in different places
across the country we can say we
saw those things coming up first
in California.”
Is California salvageable?
The executive director said she

believes it’s not too late to turn
around the Golden State. She said
voting maps show that a majority of
California counties still trend conservative, while the liberal enclaves
are clustered along the costal metro regions.
“I think there are still good conservatives out there, some of them
are evangelicals, some of them may
not be,” she said. “I don’t think
people have given up. I think people are discouraged.”
She admits to hearing frustration from California voters, whose
two senators, Barbara Boxer and
Dianne Feinstein, are staunch liberals.
“I hear this all the time, ‘Why
should I call my two senators on
Capitol Hill? You call them because
you are going to be the thorn in the
flesh,” she said.
“We just cannot throw our hands
up. We can’t just surrender the
state. We aren’t going to do that.”
For more information, send an
email to s.director@california.
cwfa.org.
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YFC to hold 3rd annual
Legacy Awards
By Lori Arnold
SANTEE — San Diego Youth
for Christ, which is celebrating 60
years of ministry, will hold its third
annual Legacy Awards Celebration
beginning at 7:17 p.m. April 27 at
Pathways Community Church.
Following in the tradition of legacy established by the Rev. Billy Graham, the international ministry’s
first paid staff person, the event
will recognize leaders who have
left a legacy, including Pastor Von
Trutschler and Wayne Rice. Mike
Yaconelli, who died Oct. 30, 2003
while driving in Northern California, will be honored in memoriam.
“Pastor Von is our first honoree
that didn’t have direct involvement
with San Diego Youth for Christ
as a staff or board member, but so
many of the young people and staff
that went through SDYFC were discipled and trained by Pastor Von
that his impact on their lives has
left a great legacy,” said Don “Smitty” Smith, executive director of the
organization.
Smith has been associated with
Youth for Christ since 1968 when
he joined a high school club. A year
later he launched the YFC Saturday
Night Rally in 1969 and came on
staff for Campus Life in 1971. After
working stints with YFC from 1971
to 1981 and 1987 to 2003, Smith rejoined the staff in 2008 as its leader.
Rice joined the San Diego staff in
the mid 1960s, coming from Ventura, working alongside early local
pioneers Yaconelli, Gene French
and Ken Overstreet.
Eventually Rice and Yaconelli

Proposed bill would allow midwives,
nurse practitioners to perform abortions

became the “creative engine of the
development of the Campus Life
ministry, which launched San Diego Youth for Christ into the forefront of youth ministry programs in
the world at that time,” Smith said.
For his part, Yaconelli had become
one of the most impactful leaders of the
early years of campus ministry.
“His leadership and understanding of how to reach the nonChristian young person birthed the
ministry we know as Campus Life.”
Smith said. “He and Wayne took
their know-how and creative abilities to start Youth Specialties, and
the rest is history. So many youth
leaders were trained and their skills
honed through the impact and legacy by Mike.”
The evening’s program will feature testimonies and media presentations from students showing the
ministry work of Youth for Christ.
Today, the ministry offers programs
in cities throughout San Diego
County, including Campus Life
Clubs, “3 Story Training,” outreach
events and trips.
Organizers will also pay homage
to the future by recognizing the
Student Leader of the Year.
“This year we are excited to recognize three individuals that have
left such a powerful legacy in Youth
for Christ,” said event coordinator
Bill Chapin.
Dessert will be served.
The church is located at 9626
Carlton Hills Blvd.
For more information, send an
email to bill@yfcsandiego.org or
call (619) 462-4000.

By Lori Arnold
SACRAMENTO — Women and girls
in California would have expanded
options for seeking surgical abortions
under a proposed law that would
allow nurse practitioners, physician
assistants and midwives to perform
the procedures.
Senate Bill 1501—the “Safe Access
to Early Term Reproductive Health
Act” authored by state Sen. Christine
Kehoe, a San Diego Democrat—would
apply to first-trimester abortions. In
introducing the bill on Feb. 24, Kehoe
said women from rural areas lack access to abortion services, especially the
poor who can’t arrange transportation
to urban corridors where abortion
providers are more prevalent.
“California has a history of standing
up to ensure access to health care,”
Kehoe said in a news release. “This
year I hope that the California Legislature will continue our leadership
in protecting women’s health when it
considers a law that reduces barriers
to abortion access.”
Current law only allows licensed
physicians or surgeons to perform
what is known as aspiration or “suction”
abortion. The law offers exceptions for
non-surgical abortions, such as those
induced through pharmaceuticals like
the morning-after bill, provided they
are licensed. If enacted, SB 1501 would
allow nurse practitioners, physician
assistants and certified midwives to do
both medical and surgical abortions.
“SB 1501 would ensure that women
have access to safe and early abortion
services from local providers they know
and trust,” Kehoe said. “It clarifies statute to provide comprehensive, better
coordinated reproductive health care.”
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Although all three designations have
specialized training for the discrete areas in which they will provide care, they
must still operate under the ultimate
supervision of a physician, who is not
necessarily on site.
“They say they are increasing the access for women, but they are doing that
by lowering the standards by which the
abortions are being performed,” said
Penny Harrington, a public policy analyst and former director of legislation
for Concerned Women for America of
California. “You definitely wonder what
the unintended consequences are.”
Nursing standards
California Nurses for Ethical Standards, which promotes life issues in
the medical industry, said the law undermines the safety of women and the
young lives they are carrying.
“Nursing practice acts were designed
to protect the public,” said Germaine
Wensley, vice-president of California
Nurses for Ethical Standards. “The
nursing profession exists to protect,
heal and comfort. Taking the lives of
unborn babies and subjecting women
to risk of serious injury from abortion
is contrary to those goals.”
Kristen Chesnut, a nurse and lawyer
who serves on the organization’s board,
said she believes the proposed legislation is too broad.
“The language of the bill indicates
that abortion providers are not strictly
limited to licensed nurses and certified
physician assistants,” Chesnut said. “It
appears to open the door for unnamed
‘others’ to perform abortions.”
In recent years, the state Medical
Board has revoked the licenses of
several Southern California abortion
providers for improper procedures,
with one leading to a woman’s death.
The woman’s death was ultimately
ruled a homicide. In other instances,
law enforcement officials have arrested
clinic owners for performing abortions
without a license.
“The bill is poorly drafted because it
fails to limit, with particularity, precisely
those providers who will be performing
abortions,” the attorney said.
Misplaced priorities
Santee Assemblyman Brian Jones
said expanding abortion rights is
ludicrous.
“SB 1501 demonstrates the contradictory policies of the far left,” the

Republican said in a statement just
days after the bill was introduced. “In
a legislative year when pro-abortion
Democrats passed legislation to make
it possible for 12-year-old girls to get
treated for STDs without their parents’ permission, they also prohibited
17-year-old girls from going to a tanning
salon with their parents’ permission.”
He also chided the bill’s supporters
for their timing.
“People in California are calling for
more access to jobs—not abortions,”
he said. “This bill is another example
of misplaced priorities coming out of
our state legislature.”
Jones, who formerly served on a
church staff, said abortion procedures
should not be taken lightly. Both he and
his wife have counseled young women
considering abortion.
“My immediate response when I
heard about this bill was visceral—I
felt like I was kicked in the gut,” Jones
said. “I shouldn’t be shocked at the
moral failure this represents, but I fear
what it says about our society that we
are actually looking for more ways to
abort babies.”
He warned that abortion should not
be approached as a simple outpatient
procedure, adding that the ramifications often linger for decades.
“Many don’t realize that this is
literally a life-or-death decision with
long-term physical and emotional
consequences,” the assemblyman said.
Bucking a trend
The proposed expansion in services
also comes at a time when many abortion clinics nationwide are closing and
states are tightening laws restricting
the procedures. Pro-life advocates in
several states are also in the process of
pushing for ersonhood amendments,
which extends civil rights to preborn
babies upon conception.
In addition to Kehoe, the bill is coauthored by Assembly Speaker John
A. Pérez and Senate Pro Tem Darrell
Steinberg, leaders of both chambers.
SB 1501 is co-sponsored by the ACCESS
Women’s Health Justice, American Civil
Liberties Union of California, NARAL
Pro-Choice California and Planned Parenthood Affiliates of California.
To read the text of the bill, visit
www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html
and type in the bill number in the
search field.
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Pastors see vision, mission assessment
as best means to improve their churches
By Lori Arnold
VENTURA — A majority of Protestant pastors believe clarity of mission and vision is more important
to improving their churches than
other options, including facility
and technology upgrades.
Those are the findings of a new
Barna Group study that provided
pastors with a list of 12 specific approaches to improve the strategic,
operational and administrative aspects of their ministries.
Overall, 59 percent of the respondents, from both mainline
and evangelical congregations, said
they were “definitely” going to assess their church’s vision and mission in the next year, easily making
it the highest rated response of the
priorities offered in the survey.
“It’s really a healthy sign that
churches realize that they have
work to do in making it clear where
they are going,” researcher David
Kinnaman, Barna’s president, said
in an interview. “Pastors are looking
for direction, looking for clarity.
They realize we are living in a time
of change. The clearer they can be
about the organization’s purpose,
the better.
“Pastors have a sense—pastors
are learning—they need to listen
more to their guts and their community, rather than packing the
building with bells and whistles.”
The survey, released in late February, also found that pastors rated
other forms of assessment higher
than they did other priorities, including “assessing their church’s
reputation in their community” at
38 percent and “measuring the de-

mographic and spiritual needs of
their community” at 31 percent.
“It is also significant that faith leaders are prioritizing their church’s local
reputation and their community’s
profile,” Kinnaman wrote in the survey
report. “In an era of skepticism toward
the institutional church, these leaders
seem to recognize that the most effective churches are those that are aware of
needs and active in their communities.”
According to the Barna ranking,
assessing the church’s reputation and
spiritual needs of the community came
in at two and three respectively.
“There is a need and a desire to
understand their context in whatever setting and objective they ought
to have, rather than getting more
stuff,” he said.
Willing to change
Kinnaman said the survey results
seem to signal a willingness by pastors to make necessary changes,
although they may not be personally equipped to do so or face wellentrenched flocks.
“Some pastors aren’t gifted as visionary leaders, so they have a hard
time creating a culture of change
when many congregations are
naturally reticent to change,” he
said. “There’s unusual dynamics in
a congregation that make it more
reticent to change.”
Unlike business enterprises that
must adapt to changing market
conditions and which can do so by
directing their workforce, church
leadership is dependent upon parishioners who often see themselves
as stakeholders. In other words,
in business, the workers get paid,
while on the church front, it is the
parishioners who pay to support
the ministry.
“In a church, it’s a more delicate
dance,” the researcher said.
Those factors make for an interesting puzzle when pastors are
open to making necessary changes
in response to the “new economic,
technological and social realities.”
“Many of them are struggling with
the foundational questions of mission
and vision,” Kinnaman said in his formal report. “In other words, they want
a clear direction to pursue, not necessarily just more ministry resources, like
facilities, equipment, technology or
ministry tools.”

The willingness to use assessment
tools to improve their congregation
did not end with the church’s mission and vision. The sixth-ranked
priority in the Barna study was “conducting an assessment of spiritual
transformation in your church,”
noted by 22 percent of pastors.
Other priorities
When it came to upgrading and
retooling their organization, the
most common priorities of pastors were “focusing on safety and
security issues” at 25 percent and
“revamping the budgeting and
spending process” at 25 percent,
numbers four and five respectively.
Other priorities that could be
categorized as upgrading their
church’s ministry capacity and
tools include investing in “facilities
and equipment for children” (22
percent), “audio and visual equipment” at 19 percent, “facilities and
equipment for youth and teens” at
18 percent and “technology and
digital media” at 18 percent.
The third tier of priorities related to the use of fundraising
and staff development experts,
the report said. Just 6 percent of
churches said they would definitely
“work with an organization to help
increase giving” and only 2 percent
were inclined to “hire a search firm
to help you hire the right person.”
While more than seven out of 10
churches, or 72 percent, rely on at
least one outside consultant each
year, getting such assistance for fundraising and staffing were generally
perceived to be rare needs.
The report also showed varied
responses based on church size and
the age of the pastor. Conducted
through telephone interviews, the
survey was based upon a nationwide,
random sample of 614 senior pastors
of Protestant churches throughout the
continental United States.
The private, non-partisan Barna
Group has been conducting and
analyzing primary research to understand cultural trends related
to values, beliefs, attitudes and behaviors since 1984. It also produces
media resources pertaining to spiritual development.
For more details on the study,
visit www.barna.org.
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Continued from page 1
develop a program benefiting children with special needs.
“She was able to advocate for
him,” said Bradley, the mother
of two grown sons. “I didn’t have
a child with autism, she did.”
The classroom was designed
with soft lighting and low-stimulation features that help calm
the environment. Since many
autistic children do well with
technology, the classroom offers
a variety of computer-oriented
activities.
Hanging swings, more reminiscent of a front porch than a
Sunday school room, are a welcome feature for the specialneeds children.
“A lot of times they are
soothed when they spin,” said
Bradley, who holds a masters
degree in Christian Education
from Azusa Pacific’s Graduate
School of Theology.
As part of the church’s commitment to special-needs families, Bradley said specialized
care programs are customized
for each child. Tapping from its
pool of 45 regular volunteers,
each special-needs child is assigned one adult or high school
student helper who is supervised
by a special-needs educator.
“We do an individualized
church program,” she said. “We
sit with the parents and ask,
‘How can we serve your child for
this hour?’”
While the programs are directed toward the children, the
parents receive a tremendous
benefit, Bradley said.
“It allows the parents to be
ministered to away from stress
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and worry,” she said. “It allows
them to worship. There are a lot
of things that most parents take
for granted.”
Routine things such as play
dates, allowing a child to play at
a neighbor’s house and spontaneous outings to the zoo, water
parks or other venues are usually
not an option for families with
an autistic child.
“Everything must be well
planned out for the special abilities of their child,” she said.
On any given week, four to 12
children are served through the
ministry. Among those caring
for the children are local students who serve as peer buddies
on their campuses.
“A lot of our families are often
not able to commit long-term,”
said Bradley, adding that care of
special-needs children is often
fluid.
“The high schools have programs where the students will sit
with special-needs kids at lunch
times,” Bradley said.
In addition to serving the
needs of this special population,
Bradley said the church regularly employs “reverse assimilation” in which all of the children
come together and play.
“I think it changes the heart of
any church when you are able to
assemble all kinds of people with
all kinds of needs,” the pastor
said. “They are understanding
differences and how to be kind
in those differences.”
Bradley said although the sensory room required special attention to detail and training,
she said the process is simple
enough that most churches
could implement similar programming without too much difficulty.
“I think it’s important to help
awareness in our church community so all children can be
served in a safe environment,”
she said, adding that she is available to help talk congregations
through the process.
Although there is no charge
for the special-needs services,
families must make reservations
in advance.
For more information or to reserve a space, contact Bradley
at faye@thechurchatrb.org or
call (858) 592-2434, ext. 308
or visit www.thechurchatrb.org.
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Creation museum hosts
lecture on the cross
SANTEE — The Creation and
Earth History Museum is hosting
“The Day of the Cross: The Four
Signs Cosmic & Terrestrial,” a free
Good Friday lecture examining
Easter, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. April 6.
Creationist Steve Austin will be
the guest speaker. Austin is a senior
research scientist with the Institute
for Creation Research in Dallas.
The institute previously owned the
museum when its headquarters
were based in Santee, but it is now
owned and operated by the Life &
Light Foundation.
For more information, visit www.
creationsd.org or call (619) 5991104.

Dinner to promote
Advocates’ legal work
TEMECULA — “Celebration of
Freedom Dinner: An Evening with
Advocates for Faith & Freedom”
will be held 6:30 p.m. April 26 at
South Coast Winery.
The evening will provide an opportunity for the public to engage
the culture by listening to the
lawyers who are on the frontlines
in legal battles governing religious
freedoms and parental rights.
Advocate attorneys Robert
Tyler, general counsel, and Jennifer Monk, associate general
counsel, will discuss what’s next
for Proposition 8 and the defense
of marriage. Other topics include
public education and “gender liberation,” which is being espoused
by the California Teacher’s Association; the Parental Notification
initiative that requires doctors to
notify a parent before performing

an abortion on a girl under age
18; efforts to repeal SB 48, the
law that mandates textbooks to be
rewritten to promote homosexual
leaders; and the Paycheck Protection Initiative that would prohibit
the government from deducting
union dues from government
employee paychecks.
Tickets are $40 and may be purchased online. Proceeds benefit the
work of the non-profit law firm.
For more information, contact
Lori Sanada at 1-888-588-6888 or
email info@faith-freedom.com.

Awana group to
sponsor soccer camp
SAN MARCOS — Valley Christian School is now accepting reservations for its Awana Club Soccer
Camp, to be held June 25 to 29.
The sessions will run from 4 to 7:30
p.m. weeknights.
The cost of the camp is $20 per
child.
The school is located at 1350 Discovery St.
For more information, visit www.
valleybible.com or call (760) 7440274.

Egg festival planned
at Daybreak
CARLSBAD — Daybreak Church
will hold its Eggapalooza ’12 event
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 7.
According to church organizers, the communitywide event is
the largest Easter festival in North
County.
Open to children of all ages,
the festival will include the Easter
bunny, a hip-hop kids concert and
a giant hunt with more than 10,000
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eggs.
Children should bring their own
baskets.
The church is located at 6515
Ambrosia Lane.
For more information, visit www.
daybreakchurch.org or call (760)
931-7773.

Annual homeschool
conference scheduled
ESCONDIDO — Christian Family Schools will host its 28th annual
Expo Homeschool Convention
May 11 to 12 at the California Center for the Arts.
The conference’s keynote speaker will be Doug Phillips, president
of Vision Forum, a Texas-based
company devoted to producing
books and tapes to help build up
Christian families. In addition to its
business enterprise, Vision Forum
operates a ministry whose purpose
is the restoration of the Christian
family and the rebuilding of culture for the glory of God.
Phillips’ passion is Christian
manhood, sacrificial fatherhood,
and to see dads turn their hearts to
their wives and children.
Other featured presenters include conference speaker Carol
Barnier; co-op leader Jennifer
Bennett; scientist Frank Sherwin;
professor and nurse Michael Finton; songwriter Lisa Jost; legislative
liaison and former homeschooler
Nathan Pierce; and John Wojnicki,
co-chairman of Christian Family
Schools.
The Josties, a family band from
Alberta, Canada, will provide the
music for the convention. The band
brings a unique blend of acoustic
country/folk and light contemporary music.
A highlight of the conference is
the Free Friday Night Special Expo
in which first-time conferees who
have never homeschooled may
attend the free Introduction to
Homeschooling Session at 5 p.m.
Advance reservations are required and can be made sending
an email with “Friday Night Free”
in the subject line to expo@cfssd.
org. The admission pass for the
introduction event also includes a
$25 discount for Saturday’s convention. The deadline to register for
the free session is May 5.
The cost of the full conference
is $35 for Christian Family School

Doug Phillips, president of Vision
Forum, will be the keynote speaker for
Christian Family Schools’ 28th annual
Expo Homeschool Convention.

members and $50 for all others.
The Escondido Center for the
Arts is located at 340 N. Escondido
Blvd.
For more information, visit www.
cfssd.org.

Leadercast to be
held at North Coast
VISTA — North Coast Church will
host Chick-fil-A Leadercast 2012 from
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. May 4.
The
simulcast
conference,
founded by John Maxwell, will
present a host of speakers who will
share their insights about leadership. As many as 125,000 people
are expected to watch the Atlanta
conference worldwide.
In addition to Maxwell, the
scheduled speakers include
Soledad O’Brien, CNN anchor;
Denver Broncos Quarterback
Tim Tebow; best-selling author
Patrick Lencioni; strength strategist and researcher Marcus
Buckingham; Burberry CEO Angela Ahrendts; economics professor and Education Innovation
Laboratory CEO Roland Fryer;
Ohio State University Buckeyes
coach Urban Meyer; best-selling
leadership author Andy Stanley;
and Sheena Iyengar, author of
“The Art of Choosing.”
The cost of the conference is $99
and includes lunch. A $20 discount
is available for groups of three or
more.
For more information, visit www.
northcoastchurch.com/events.

Promise Keepers
here in the fall
SAN DIEGO — Promise Keepers
will bring its 2012 men’s conference to Viejas Arena at San Diego
State University on Sept. 7 and 8.
Presenters and topics include

Greg Stier, “Called Out”; Bob Beltz,
“A Call to Duty”; Tony Evans, “A
Call to Lead”; Sam Rodriguez, “A
Call to Action” and Raleigh Washington, “A Call to Courage.”
Music will be presented by Lincoln Brewster and the PK worship
team One Body with Danny Oertli. Comedian Brad Stine will also
make an appearance. Ed Barron
will serve as event emcee.
The sessions will run from 6 to 9
p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, with lunch planned from noon
to 1 p.m.
Tickets are $59, with groups of
five or more admitted for $49. The
ministry also has a scholarship program for those needing assistance
with the admission fee.
For more information, visit www.
promisekeepers.org.

Craft fair to
benefit students
SAN DIEGO — The Salvation
Army San Diego Citadel will present its Spring Fling Craft Bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 5.
The free family friendly outreach
will include local crafters, live entertainment, food, a kids’ carnival
and a silent auction. All proceeds
will be given to local students for
school clothes and supplies.
The church is located at 4170
Balboa Ave.
For more information, call (858)
483-1831.

Guild to host
Spring Fellowship
SAN DIEGO — The San Diego
Christian Writer’s Guild will hold
its Spring Fellowship April 14 at
The Cove at The Church at Rancho
Bernardo.
The guest speaker will be Dr. David Levy, the author of “Gray Matter,” who will speak about his book
and the process of writing about
personal experiences.
A local neurosurgeon, Levy’s
book addresses his personal struggle with whether or not to pray with
his patients to help them heal beyond their physical needs. As he got
to know his patients, he found that
for many, bitterness and old hurts
hindered healing. Levy said he began his prayer ministry tentatively,
knowing it could damage him professionally. The book goes on to
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describe what Levy has discovered
about forgiveness and prayer and
their part in the healing process.
Admission to the fellowship is
$25. Those bringing a first-time
guest may purchase a second ticket
for an additional $15.
For more information, visit www.
sandiegocwg.org.

Garage sales for Izaiah
SAN DIEGO — Passion 4
KIDS, a local ministry serving
needy children, is providing
free publicity materials who host
garage sales benefiting Baby
Izaiah, the toddler who was severely injured in a drunk driving
crash 18 months ago.
“Our kids are in desperate
need of food, clothes, shoes,
medical care and other basic
items. Izaiah is currently in the
hospital fighting pneumonia
for a third time since January
and is in dire need to move to
a better living environment,”
said Linda Van Kessler, who has
been assisting the family since
the accident. “With your help we
can get him into his own small
handicapped-accessible home as
soon as possible. Spring cleaning doesn’t have to be a dreaded
chore when you know it is helping precious children who deserve a chance at life.”
Passion 4 KIDS is raising money to purchase a home that will
meet the pressing medical needs
of Baby Izaiah. His physicians
believe something in their rental
home is contributing to his medical needs.
Van Kessler and her husband are
Christians who founded Passion 4
KIDS as a way to reach children in
need.
For more information, visit www.
passion4kids.com.

KPRZ to host Rebecca
St. James ‘purity’ concert
SAN DIEGO — KPRZ 1210 AM
radio station will host recording artist Rebecca St. James and her Purity
& Worship Tour on Thursday, April
12. The concert will be held at New
Venture Christian Fellowship in
Oceanside.
Billed as an evening for mothers and daughters, this event is St.
James’ message of purity with the
intent to open discussion between
mothers and daughters about purity, the friends they choose, and
modesty.
General admission is $12.10, with
VIP seats available for $30.
For tickets or information, call
(858) 535-1210 or visit www.kprz.
com.

Padres host Pastor
Appreciation Night
SAN DIEGO — The San Diego
Padres will present its inaugural
pastor appreciation event April 3,
when the team plays one of its final preseason games in a matchup
with the Kansas City Royals at Petco
Park.
The event is a pep rally of sorts to
publicize the team’s annual Padres
Faith Night on July 20 against the
Colorado Rockies.
As part of its preseason Pastor’s
Appreciation event, the National
League club will provide two free
tickets to each member of the clergy. In addition to the tickets, the
team is providing each pastor with a
voucher for two hot dogs and sodas.
Details of Faith Night will be made
available at the preseason event.
The annual Faith Night is co-
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sponsored by the National Network
of Youth Ministries and includes
player testimonials after the game.
To make reservations for the
event, contact Mark Matsunaga of
the Padres by email at mmatsunaga@padres.com or by calling (619)
795-5149.

Conference explores
same-sex attraction
SAN DIEGO — “Called to be
Free,” a conference designed for
those bound by same-sex attraction,
will be held May 5 at Rock Church.
The event is co-sponsored by Living Stones Ministries and Agape
Road, an outreach ministry of Rock
Church that reaches out to “the gay
community for Christ, and to help
believers who struggle with samesex attraction walk firmly and victoriously in Christ.”
“Those who are trapped in a life
of guilt or shame often suffer in
silence,” the event literature said.
“God knows, knows the battle and
wants to help.”
The conference is for those
struggling with same-sex attraction
and their family and friends.
The conference is built around
Galatians 5:13.
The church is located at 2277
Rosecrans St.
For more information, call www.
livingstonesministry.org.

North County
Women’s conference
VISTA — New Vision Christian
Ministries International will hold
its first women’s conference April
20 and 21.
The session begins at 6 p.m. The
Saturday schedule starts with an 8
a.m. continental breakfast. Lunch
will be served at noon.
The sessions will include a variety
of Christ-based classes and a forum.
The event concludes with an evening service at 6 p.m.
Registration is $50 for both days
or $30 for one.
The conference will be held at
2117 Industrial Court.
For more information, call (760)
734-6530.

‘Guys and Dolls’
on stage
SAN DIEGO — Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian
Church will present its youth musical “Guys and Dolls” April 27 and
28.
The cast includes 52 members of
from the churches youth and children’s music department.
Audiences will be treated to song
and dance, creative sets, vintage
hats, dresses and suits.
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5
for children.
For more information, call (858)
487-0811.

Overcoming
depression classes
ESCONDIDO — Emmanuel
Faith Community Church will
host an Overcoming Depression
Workshop series beginning April
5. Classes run from 7 to 9 p.m.
through May 24.
The video series, featuring Dr.
Neil Anderson, will explore depression as a physical, emotional
and spiritual struggle. It includes
interactive discussions designed
to help people better understand
depression, discover the source of
hope and to apply God’s words of
wisdom from the Bible for healing
and recovery.

Family and friends are welcome
to attend.
The registration fee is $25. The
classes will meet in Room 24 of the
Education Center. The church is located at 639 E. Felicita Ave.
For more information, send an
email to Cherryl Early at cearly@
efcc.org, visit www.efcc.org or call
(760) 781-2108.

Golf tournament
planned for pastors
SAN DIEGO — A private, pastors-only golf tournament is being
sponsored by radio station KPRZ
1210 AM. The second annual “Pastors Masters” tournament will be
held at The Vineyard at Escondido
Golf Course in Escondido on Monday, May 14.
The day will begin with an early
morning complimentary continental breakfast, tournament checkin, team divisions and a shotgun
start at 9 a.m. 144 pastors, ministry
leaders and special guests will play
18 holes of golf and participate in
activities for prizes at each hole or
four shots at hole-in-one contests to
win a $10,000 cash prize to benefit
a ministry of their choice.
The tournament will end with a
complimentary luncheon banquet
that will include prize giveaways
and an award ceremony.
For more information on the invitation-only event, call (858) 5351210 or visit www.kprz.com.

Concerts to feature
The Gettys, Triumphant
Quartet and Legacy Five
EL CAJON — Three popular
Christian artists will appear in
East County this month.
The nationally-acclaimed Irish
hymnwriters Keith & Kristyn
Getty will return to Shadow
Mountain Community Church
on Sunday, April 15 at 6 p.m.
The Gettys are best known for
their chart-topping hymn, “In
Christ Alone,” which is sung in
churches everywhere. The Gettys are accompanied by an Irish
band and their appearances at
Shadow Mountain have drawn
large crowds.
Also appearing at Shadow
Mountain will be Legacy Five,
a Southern Gospel quartet that
has performed locally many
times. The quartet will perform
Sunday, April 29 at 6 p.m.
Coming to San Diego for the first
time is what many consider to be
the favorite Southern Gospel group
touring today. The Triumphant
Quartet will make their local debut
on Wednesday, April 25, in a 7 p.m.
concert in the new worship center
of Skyline Church.
The Triumphant Quartet’s ministry began in 2003 with regular performances at the Louise Mandrell
Theater in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
Within a short time, the acclamations began piling up for the popular Southern Gospel group.
They have been voted the Singing News Favorite Male Quartet of
the Year the past three years. Bass
singer Eric Bennett has been voted
Favorite Bass Singer of the Year for
the past three years, and pianist Jeff
Stice has been voted Favorite Musician of the Year for the past four
years.
While the Gettys and Legacy Five
concerts are part of the regular
Sunday evening services at Shadow
Mountain and, therefore, are not
ticketed, the Triumphant Quartet
concert is a ticketed event with $16
advance tickets available from Skyline Church. Tickets will be $20 at
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the door. Call Skyline at (619) 6605000 for tickets.

GBTV, a subscription-based web
HDTV enterprise. In addition,
he airs a nationally syndicated
daily radio program. Beck, a
Mormon, has been a prominent
advocate for conservative family
values and has championed religion in the public square.
Richards returns to the stage
to lead the “Making Government
Work” Academy,” described as
an intriguing “crash course in
what the Bible says about the
role of the government.”
The topics under consideration for the academy include
the difference between principles and policy; the real meaning of freedom and law; faith in
the public square; government
growth and spending; life and
abortion; marriage, family and
education; how to restore culture; poverty; national debt and
taxation; equality and inequality; immigration; national defense; and the “first principles”
of faith, family and freedom.
For more information, visit
www.skylinechurch.org.

Glenn Beck to appear
for speaker series
LA MESA — Skyline Church, which
opened its new worship center complex
in March, is launching its new speaker
series April 22 with an appearance by radio and TV commentator Glenn Beck.
The “America’s Return to Biblical Values: Both Moral & Economic” series will also include
James Robison, an evangelist
and advocate for the poor, and
author/communicator Jay Richards. Robison and Richards have
co-authored the book, “Indivisible: Restoring Faith, Family,
and Freedom Before It’s Too
Late.” Released on Feb. 20, the
book had already reached No. 7
on the New York Times Bestseller
hardback nonfiction list.
The speakers’ event is scheduled to begin at 2 p.m.
Beck, a prominent Fox News
talk show host left the network in
2011 to launch his own network
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Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.
Services include:
s #OLLISION REPAIR FROM
minor dings to major
damage)
s &RAME STRAIGHTENING
s #USTOM PAINTING
s $ENT  SCRATCH REMOVAL
s 7INDSHIELD  SIDE WINDOW
replacement
s &2%% ESTIMATES
s )NSURANCE CLAIMS
Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s veriﬁed by Underwriters
Laboratories Inc. to meet CertiﬁedFirst™ Network high standards
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very
satisﬁed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee*
using products that have earned the Good
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a CertiﬁedFirst™
Network shop, and consider it done.

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

www.certiﬁedﬁrst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

MAR 24 • SATURDAY

MAR 24 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Understanding Anger Seminar, with
Dr. Marcial Felan. 8:30am-3pm, North
Coast Calvary Chapel, 1330 Poinsettia
Ln, Carlsbad, $75/person • northcoastcalvary.org, (619) 212-5222

tist Church, 4747 College Ave., San
Diego. $16-$30 • imcconcerts.com,
1-800-965-9324

San Diego Mud Run,
spring edition. 10am,
Skyline Church,
11330 Campo Rd.,
La Mesa • sandiegomudrun.com
Craft Fair. 9am-5pm, Calvary Chapel
Lemon Grove, 8075 Broadway Ave.,
Lemon Grove (619) 667-3804
Book Signing by Author D. Boyd. 1-4pm,
Savannah Home, 130 E Grand Ave.,
Escondido • (760) 685-4390
Booth Brothers,
Sunny Southwest
2012 Tour. 5pm,
College Ave. Bap-

Oklahoma! 7pm, San Diego Christian College, Lower Campus Chapel, 2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon, $6-14 • (619) 201-8712

MAR 25 • SUNDAY
Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

APR 6 • FRIDAY (cont.)

APR 8 • EASTER SUNDAY (cont.)

Third Day, “The Make
Your Move” Tour with
Matt Maher & Trevor Morgan. 7:30pm,
Skyline Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La
Mesa • itickets.com, 1-800-965-9324

The Day of the Cross: The Four Signs
Cosmic & Terrestrial. 6:30-9pm, Creation & Earth History Museum, 10946
Woodside Ave. N., Santee • creationsd.
org, (619) 599-1104

Sunrise Easter Celebration Service. 7am,
Front lawn, Las Flores Church, 1400 Las
Flores Dr., Carlsbad • (760) 729-0231

MAR 30-31• FRI-SAT

Good Friday, Living Stations of the Cross.
7pm, Grace Anglican Church, 4055
Oceanside Blvd., Ste. P, Oceanside •
(760) 730-9900, graceanglicanchurch.
com

Emerge Men’s Conference, with Dr. Robi
Sonderegger, Pastor Jurgen Matthesius.
Oakridge Conference Center, 27224
Hwy 78, Ramona, $175. Hosted by C3
Church San Diego • c3sandiego.com,
(760) 804-8524

MAR 30-APR 1 • FRI-SUN
Fear Not Retreat, for single women. 5pm,
Palomar Christian Conference Center,
Pauma Valley, $155-180. Hosted by
Amazing Life Ministries • fearnotretreats.
org, (760) 571-9031

MAR 31 • SATURDAY
Safe Haven Seminars, with Dr. Sharon
May. 8:30am-3pm, North Coast Calvary,
1330 Poinsettia Ln, Carlsbad, $300/
couple • northcoastcalvary.org

MAR 29-31 • THU-SAT

APR 1 • PALM SUNDAY

Oklahoma! Thu-Fri 7pm; Sat 2pm &
7pm, San Diego Christian College, Lower
Campus Chapel, 2100 Greenfield Dr., El
Cajon, $6-14 • (619) 201-8712

Easter Egg Hunt & Family Games.
12:30pm, Balboa Park, 6th & Laurel, San
Diego free. Hosted by First Presbyterian
Church of San Diego • (619) 232-7513

Crafts, Carnival and More!

3ATURDAY -AY  s  AM TO  PM
Variety of vendors
Wood art
■ Hand crafts
■ Baked goods

MAR 30 • FRIDAY

Praise Gathering & Hymn Sing. 6:308pm, The Church at Rancho Bernardo,
11740 Bernardo Plaza Ct., San Diego,
free • (858) 592-2434

Spring Fling

■

www.christianexaminer.com

■

Clothes
■ Children’s books
■ Jewelry

‘Hosanna,’ A Musical Easter Celebration. 6pm,
Shadow Mountain Community Church,
2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon • (619)
590-1766, shadowmountain.org

APR 2 • MONDAY

Interested in Homeschooling?

28th Annual Homeschooling Convention & Expo

May 11-12, 2012
California Center for the Arts, Escondido
Keynote Speaker: Doug Phillips ~ Founder/director of Vision Forum
Also featuring:
Carol Barnier ~ Author of “The Big What Now Book Of Learning Styles”
Frank Sherwin ~ ICR author and speaker — “The Ocean Book”
The Josties ~ A unique family band from Canada
Inspiring messages for everyone!
Special features for this year
s Musical concert with the Jost Family
s “Wonders of Science” sessions with ICR expert Frank Sherwin
One cost for
s The “How To” of Co-oping and Lesson Planning
the whole
s Parental Encouragement on Learning Styles and Your Budget! family—Parents,
Grandparents and
s Curriculum workshops and vendor hall
Children
s Door prizes and vendor giveaways
s A FREE Introduction to Homeschooling Session (see details on website)

More information at www.cfssd.org

APR 6-7 • FRI-SAT

APR 11 • WEDNESDAY

Easter Services. Fri 3pm, 5:30pm &
7pm; Sat 5:30pm & 7pm, Cornerstone
Church of San Diego, 1920 Sweetwater
Rd., National City • (619) 425-9333

My Therapist Sez, ‘Forgiveness,’ presented by Dr. David Levy. 6:45-8pm, Carlsbad
Community Church, 3175 Harding St.,
Carlsbad, free • (760) 579-1422

APR 7 • SATURDAY

APR 12 • THURSDAY

Easter Services. 9am (with Easter Egg
hunt) & 6pm, Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church, 17010
Pomerado Rd., San Diego • (858)
487-0811

Rebecca St. James, ‘Purity & Worship Your,’
with For King & Country,
an evening for Mothers
& Daughters. New Venture Church, Oceanside,
$12.10-$20 • kprz.com/stationevents,
(858) 535-1210

Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages
3-12. 10am, Creation & Earth History
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., Santee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

APR 12-14 • THU-SAT

Easter Eggstravaganza. 10am-12pm,
Las Flores Church, 1400 Las Flores Dr.,
Carlsbad • (760) 729-0231

Joyce Meyer Conference 2012, with Matt
Redman and Christy Nockels. Viejas
Arena at SDSU • (619) 594-0234

Easter Egg Hunt. 11am-2pm, Cabrillo
Neighborhood Park, 8308 Hurlbut St.,
San Diego. Hosted by Faith Community
Foursquare Church • (858) 565-4808

APR 14 • SATURDAY

Easter Celebration Ser vice. 5pm,
Shadow Mountain Community Church,
2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon • (619)
590-1766

San Diego Women’s Connection.
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego,
$22 • (619) 223-3643, (619) 276-6972

APR 4 • WEDNESDAY

Easter Celebration Service. 5:30pm,
Las Flores Church, 1400 Las Flores Dr.,
Carlsbad • (760) 729-0231

Arise! Children’s worship & intercession
for the nations. 4:14-6pm, JHOP, 11760
Sorrento Valley Rd., San Diego • (619)
749-3623, kidsarise.com

APR 5 • MAUNDY THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531
Overcoming Depression workshop series
begins (continues Thursdays through
May 24), 7-9pm, Emmanuel Faith Community Church Education Center Room
24, 639 E. Felicita Ave., Escondido •
(760) 781-2108
Seder Meal. 7pm, Fellowship Center,
2285 Murray Ridge Rd., San Diego •
(858) 565-4808

Christian Family Schools

El Cajon Aglow Lighthouse. 6:30pm, First
Lutheran Church, Tedrahan Hall, 867
S Lincoln, El Cajon • (619) 440-2508

Pastor Appreciation Night. Padres vs.
Royals exhibition game, Petco Park, San
Diego • (619) 795-5149, mmatsunaga@
padres.com

My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated
by Dr. Don Welch on “Creating Soul-mate
Ties with your Mate” with Cathy Gaetke
presenting, Debbie Wagner, Jessica
White, Gary Cundiff. 6:45-8pm, Skyline
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa •
(619) 660-5000

sandiegocitadel.com

Good Friday Service. 7pm, Lighthouse
Christian Church, 4700 Mesa Dr.,
Oceanside • (760) 726-0590, lightcc.org

APR 3 • TUESDAY

Silent Auction – to beneﬁt our “Back-to-School”
shopping spree for underprivileged children

(858) 483-1831

APR 9 • MONDAY

Eggapalooza ’12. Daybreak Church,
6515 Ambrosia Ln, Carlsbad •
daybreakchurch.org

Messiah in the Passover. Calvary Chapel
Lemon Grove, 8075 Broadway Ave.,
Lemon Grove • (619) 667-3804

4170 Balboa Ave., San Diego

Bikkurim (First Fruits Service), 8pm,
Kehilat Ariel Messianic Synagogue, 3219
Claremont Mesa Blvd. • (858) 490-4355,
kehilatariel.org

San Diego Christian Writers Guild Spring
Fellowship Event, with Dr. David Levy.
10am, The Cove at The Church at Rancho Bernardo, 11838 Bernardo Plaza
Ct., Ste. 101, San Diego, $25 • (760)
294-3269

Messiah in the Passover Banquet by
Chosen People Ministries. 6:30pm,
Calvary Chapel Fallbrook, 488 Industrial
Way, Fallbrook • (760) 728-9138

Find that unique gift for Easter, Mother’s Day,
or a special friend!

The Salvation Army

Good Friday Service. 7pm, St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church, 5150 Wilson St., La
Mesa • (619) 463-6633

Salt & Light Citizenship Ministr y.
1-2:30pm, Horizon Christian Fellowship
Church, Room 203, 6365 El Apajo Blvd.,
Rancho Santa Fe • (858) 756-5599

Maundy Thursday. 7pm, Grace Anglican
Church, 4055 Oceanside Blvd., Ste. P,
Oceanside • (760) 730-9900, graceanglicanchurch.com
Maundy Thursday. 7pm, St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church, 5150 Wilson St., La
Mesa • (619) 463-6633
Maundy Thursday Outreach, re-enactment of Charles Haddon Spurgeon & a
concert by Ron Perry. 7:30pm, Mission
Theatre, 213 N Main St., Fallbrook •
(760) 731-2278

Easter Service, featuring special music
from Leeland. 6pm Maranatha Chapel,
10752 Coastwood Rd., 4S Ranch •
maranathachapel.org
Passover Seder, 6:30pm, Kehilat Ariel
Messianic Synagogue, Town & Country
Resort, Mission Valley, $50/adult; $25/
children under 12 • (858) 490-4355,
kehilatariel.org
Holy Saturday, Great Vigil of Easter. 7pm,
Grace Anglican Church, 4055 Oceanside
Blvd., Ste. P, Oceanside • (760) 7309900, graceanglicanchurch.com

APR 8 • EASTER SUNDAY
Easter Sunrise Service. 6am, Fellowship Community Foursquare Church
Playground, 2285 Murray Ridge Rd., San
Diego • (858) 565-4808
Easter Sunrise Service. 6:15am, Trinity
Church, 3902 Kenwood Dr., Spring Valley
• (619) 465-3011
Easter Sunrise Service. 6:30am, Mt. Helix,
La Mesa. Hosted by Christ Lutheran Church
Ministries • (619) 462-5211 x124
Easter Sunrise Service, featuring special
music from Leeland. 6:30am, Maranatha
Chapel, 10752 Coastwood Rd., 4S
Ranch • maranathachapel.org
Sunrise Service. 6:30am, The Fallbrook
Village Square, Fallbrook. Hosted by Calvary Chapel Fallbrook • (760) 728-9138

APR 15 • SUNDAY
The Gettys, in concer t, 6pm, Shadow
Mountain Community
Church, 2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon •
(619) 590-1766, shadowmountain.org

APR 16 • MONDAY
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s
Club luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 591-0155,
(760) 744-0957

APR 18 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am-1pm, Chula
Vista Golf Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd., Bonita, $15 • (619) 475-6288
Focus Adult Singles Group, +40. 6pm,
Foothills Christian Church, 365 W Bradley
Ave., El Cajon, $3 • (619) 368-0611
APR 19 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose, with Dr. David Levy.
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (760)
734-6530

APR 19-20 • THU-FRI
Dennis Okholm, Ph.D.,
Distinguished Lecturer Se-

MORE EVENTS online now at

APR 6 • GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday Services. 5pm & 7pm, The
Church at Rancho Bernardo, 11740
Bernardo Plaza Ct., San Diego • thechurchatrb.org
Good Friday Service. 6pm, Fellowship
Community Foursquare Church, 2285
Murray Ridge Rd., San Diego • (858)
565-4808
Passover Seder Teaching & Dinner.
6:30pm, Park Chapel, 590 Fir St., San
Diego, $5 • horizonparkchapel.org

• Future events for San Diego County not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle
Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual,
Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way,
and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

www.christianexaminer.com
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APR 19-20 • THU-FRI (cont.)

APR 28 • SATURDAY (cont.)

MAY 4 • FRIDAY (cont.)

MAY 5 • SATURDAY (cont.)

MAY 14 • MONDAY (cont.)

ries. Thu 7pm; Fri 12pm & 7pm, Bethel
Seminary Chapel, 6116 Arosa St., San
Diego • (619) 325-5227

“Keeping Your Congregation Safe in an
Unsafe World.” 8am-5pm, Emmanuel
Faith Community Church, 639 E. Felicita
Ave., Escondido. $50 • (760) 215-2618

“Swinging for Liberia,” Annual Gala. 6pm,
The Abbey, 2825 5th Ave., San Diego,
$30-40 • growingliberiaschildren.org,
(858) 539-0954

• mexicanmedical.com, (619) 463-4777

Masters Golf Tournament, The Vineyard
at Escondido Golf Course • kprz.com,
(858) 535-1210

28th Annual Children’s Book Party. 8:3010:30am, Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park •
(619) 266-4118, (619) 804-7992

MAY 4-6 • FRI-SUN

APR 20-21 • FRI-SAT
New Vision Christian Ministries Int’l 1st
Annual Women’s Conference . Fri 6pm &
Sat 8am, 2117 Industrial Ct., Vista, $30/
day or $50/both days • (760) 433-7086

APR 21 • SATURDAY
Women’s Self-Defense & Safety Awareness Workshop. 9-11am, The Church at
Rancho Bernardo, 11740 Bernardo Plaza
Ct., San Diego, free • (858) 484-7614

APR 29 • SUNDAY
Legacy Five, in
concer t, 6pm,
Shadow Mountain Community Church,
2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon • (619)
590-1766, shadowmountain.org

MAY 2 • WEDNESDAY

APR 22 • SUNDAY
Skyline Church launches
Speaker Series, 2pm,
featuring Glenn Beck,
Rev. James Robison,
Jay Richards. 11330
Campo Rd., Rancho San
Diego. $16-$30 • skylinechurch.org, (619) 660-5000

My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated
by Dr. Don Welch on “Managing Your
Mate’s Bad Habits” with Debbie Wagner presenting, Gary Cundiff & Dennis
Estill. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

MAY 3 • THURSDAY

APRIL 25 • WEDNESDAY
Triumphant Quartet, in concert,
7pm, Skyline
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., Rancho
San Diego. $16-$30 • skylinechurch.
org, (619) 660-5000

APR 26 • THURSDAY
Celebration of
Freedom Dinner,
an Evening with
Advocates for Faith
& Freedom. South
Coast Winery, Temecula, $40 • 1-888588-6888, faith-freedom.com

APR 27 • FRIDAY
Celebrate CUSSD Auction and Gala.
Christian Unified Schools, Lower Campus
Chapel, El Cajon • christianunified.org
Youth For Christ Legacy Celebration,
celebrating 60 years. 7:17pm, Pathways
Community Church, 9626 Carlton Hills
Blvd., Santee • (619) 462-4000, bill@
yfcsandiego.org
Phillips, Craig &
Dean, in concer t.
7:30pm, Rancho
Community Church, 31300 Rancho
Community Way, Temecula, $25-28.
Benefits Rancho Damacitas Children’s
Homes for Abused & Neglected Youth •
(951) 302-7597

APR 27-28 • FRI-SAT
‘Guys & Dolls’ musical. Rancho Bernardo
Community Presbyterian Church, 17010
Pomerado Rd., San Diego, $5-10 • (858)
487-0811

APR 28 • SATURDAY
Church Safety & Security Seminar,

National Day of Prayer. For
local events, visit ndpsandiego.org • nationaldayofprayer.org
National Day of Prayer
Nor th County Prayer
Breakfast, 6:45-9am,
California Center for
the Ar ts, Escondido.
Featuring former POW
Dave Carey and others. $25/person,
$300/table sponsor • (760) 746-3696,
ncpbsd.com
National Day of Prayer Mission Valley
Luncheon with Men With a Purpose,
featuring Sherry Hodges. 12-1:30pm,
Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle,
San Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688
Sonshine Haven’s
20th Anniversary Fundraising Event, Silent
and Live Auctions,
5:30pm, Cottonwood
Golf Club Pavilion, El
Cajon, Black-tie Optional. $75 • (619)
440-1221, sonshinehaven.org

The Velveteen Rabbit. Fri 7pm; Sat-Sun 2pm
& 5pm, Village Church Community Theater,
6225 Paseo Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe •
villagechurchcommunitytheater.org

MAY 5 • SATURDAY
The Salvation Army Spring Fling Craft
Bazaar. 9am-3pm, The Salvation Army
Church, 4170 Balboa Ave., San Diego
• (858) 483-1831
Called to Be Free
Conference, a conference designed
for those bound
by same-sex attraction and their families.
Rock Church, 2277 Rosecrans St., San
Diego. Hosted by Living Stones Ministries
• livingstonesministry.org, (626) 963-6683

Chick-fil-A Leadercast, with Soledad
O’Brien, Tim Tebow, Andy Stanley &
more -live simulcast. 7:30am-3:30pm,
North Coast Church, 2405 N Santa Fe
Ave., Vista • (760) 724-6700 x226,
northcoastchurch.com
Golf Tournament. 1:30-7:30pm, Rancho
Bernardo Inn, $99/golfer. Hosted by
The Church at Rancho Bernardo • (858)
735-0959, thechurchatrb.org

My Therapist Sez, “Raising Your Spirited
Child.’ 6:45-8pm, Carlsbad Community
Church, 3175 Harding St., Carlsbad, free
• (760) 579-1422

MAY 11-12 • FRI-SAT
CFS Expo Homeschool Convention, with
Doug Phillips. Center for the Arts, 340 N
Escondido Blvd., Escondido • cfssd.org

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
Run for the Hills 5k. Indian Hills Camp,
15763 Lyons Valley Rd., Jamul •
indianhillscamp.com

MAY 12-13 • SAT-SUN
2012 Spring Show & Patio Sale. 10am5pm, Art Glass Guild in the Spanish
Village Center, Balboa Park, San Diego
• artglassguild.org, (619) 702-8006

MAY 13 • SUNDAY

Creation Club Workshops for Kids, ages
3-12). 10am, Creation & Earth History
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N., Santee • creationsd.org, (619) 599-1104

Salt & Light Citizenship Ministr y.
1-2:30pm, Horizon Christian Fellowship
Church, Room 203, 6365 El Apajo Blvd.,
Rancho Santa Fe • (858) 756-5599

50th Anniversary of Mexican Medical
Ministries. Clairemont Emmanuel Baptist
Church, 2610 Galveston St., San Diego

MAY 14 • MONDAY
Second annual KPRZ 1210 Pastors

MAY 16 • WEDNESDAY
Focus Adult Singles Group, +40. 6pm,
Foothills Christian Church, 365 W Bradley
Ave., El Cajon, $3 • (619) 368-0611

MAY 18-19 • FRI-SAT
15th Annual Southern California Festival
& Sale. Fri 4-9:30pm & Sat 7am-4pm,
Pacific Christian Center, Upland. Hosted
by Mennonite Central Committee • (909)
981-1965, socalfestivalandsale.org

MAY 19 • SATURDAY
Women of Faith: One Day, with Sheila Walsh,
Ken Davis, & Scott MacIntyre. 10am-5pm,
San Diego Civic Center, San Diego, $5979 • womenoffaith.com, 1-888-49-FAITH

MAY 25-27 • FRI-SUN
Spirit West Coast,
San Diego. Featured
ar tists: TobyMac,
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North, Family Force 5. Also Matthew West, The Afters, Chris August,
Love Song. Speakers: Nick Vujicic, Luis
Palau. Many more. Del Mar Fairgrounds
• spiritwestcoast.org

Bethel Seminary San Diego

Distinguished Lecturer Series
presents

Dennis Okholm, Ph.D.
April 19-20, 2012
"ETHEL 3EMINARY #HAPEL

Family Connections Christian Adoption
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

MAY 4 • FRIDAY

MAY 9 • WEDNESDAY

6116 Arosa Street, San Diego

D

ennis Okholm, Ph.D., is professor of theology at Azusa
Paciﬁc University. An ordained minister in the Presbyterian
Church (USA), Okholm served on the pastoral staff of St. Andrews
Presbyterian in Newport Beach for 27 years, and on short-term
mission assignments in Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Romania, and
Honduras. His latest book is Monastic Habits for Everyday People:
Benedictine Spirituality for Protestants, and he recently received
a grant to work on a book-length project about the seven deadly
sins. Okholm says his calling is “to help ﬁll the pews and pulpits of
Christ’s church with biblically and theologically literate disciples.”

Sheepdog Ministries Presents

Church Safety and Security
Seminar

■ 4HURSDAY !PRIL  s  PM
“Dangerous Passions and an Authentic Christian Psychology”
(Free public lecture and discussion.)

Keeping your congregation safe in an unsafe world

Why do we need Church Security?
Violence is an ongoing epidemic and churches are not immune from the problem.
Incidents of violence at a place of worship are occurring at an alarming rate.
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639 E. Felicita Ave., Escondido
TOPICS INCLUDE
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$EALING WITH $ISRUPTIVE )NDIVIDUALS
)DENTIFYING  2ESPONDING TO 4HREATS
"UILDING 3ECURITY  #04%$

■ &RIDAY !PRIL  s .OON
“Liturgical Ophthalmology: Why Christian Ethics Begins with Worship”
(Luncheon and lecture: $15 for pastors and laypersons; $10 for Bethel students and alumni.)

■ &RIDAY !PRIL  s  PM
“Getting into Character: The Virtues of Being a Christian or Why Patience,
Humility, and Chastity Are Not Public Virtues”
(Free public lecture and discussion.)

RSVP by April 13 for all events to
È£®ÊÎÓxxÓÓÇÊUÊÌV iV>«LiJLiÌ i°i`Õ

Cost: $50 per person (Group Discounts Available)
All proceeds to beneﬁt the Fallbrook High School
& Pop Warner Football Programs

— To register, call or email —

760.215.2618
seminar@sheepdogministries.com
www.sheepdogministries.com

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.325.5200
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CHURCH
SECURITY…
Continued from page 1
ing to an arrest and conviction of
those responsible.
Detective Mike McNeill with the
Ramona Sheriff’s Department said
the total loss was about $44,000.
“Copper theft is nothing new,
but this concentration at these locations in such a short amount of
time was enough to get our attention,” he said.

For The Way Church, the cost to
replace the units could be as much
as $7,000. The police estimate the
thieves got $40 to $100 for the stolen metal from a recycling center,
Henning said.
“They are not (destroying the
units) intentionally,” the detective said of the extensive damage,
“but in taking what they want, they
are tearing into them and rendering them useless. They can’t fix it.
So $20 in copper is costing them
$10,000 to fix it.”
Complicating matters for The
Way Church is the congregation’s

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge
Plan now for your summer
and fall camps and retreats
s %NJOY OUR MODERN FACILITIES
s 9OU PROVIDE YOUR COOK FOOD AND
PROGRAM CATERING IS AVAILABLE
P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

Helping Hearts Heal
Foster Parents needed

www.christianexaminer.com
$5,000 insurance deductible. Like
many small churches, with attendance that fluctuates between 65
and 110 on any given Sunday, the
damage is a major hit.
“We just need to go with what
God’s given us,” Henning said.
“There’s nothing we can do about
it, so we’re adjusting the best we
can. It cuts down, for a time, things
we are able to do.”
The Ramona pastor said he
hopes other churches take heed
and invest the several hundred dollars necessary to install metal cages
around their own air conditioning
units to defend against vandalism.
“We knew about the cases at the
Catholic church, but before we
could do anything, Bam! It was our
turn,” the pastor said.
Soft target
Churches can be especially vulnerable, police and security specialists say. In August, a church in
Victorville’s stifling hot desert, suffered $9,500 in losses when its air
conditioning unit was stripped of
copper. Two weeks later, before the
system could be fully repaired, vandals struck again. Throughout the
fall, several more attacks followed,
including one that shut down its
phone and Internet service when
the communication lines were
stripped of their metals.
“The units are exposed and out
in view,” McNeill said, adding there
was no surveillance footage capturing any of the Ramona crimes.
“They are occurring at night when
no one is on campus and nobody
can see anything.”
Responding to an increase in
metal thefts in general, investigators from various private and public
agencies in San Diego County have
re-established an informal network
to share resources, according to
Ron Shankles, a corporate investigator with San Diego Gas & Electric
and its parent company, Sempra
Energy. The group originally began meeting several years ago but
took a break after the thefts slowed
down.
The issue is not limited to Southern California. According to Security Magazine, the U.S. Department
of Energy estimates that losses from
copper theft alone cost the U.S.
economy about $1 billion annually.
Difficult to track
Michelle Rudisell, with Sheepdog Ministries, a Christian-oriented

Secure church tips
Churches can take steps to make their campuses less vulnerable to
metal theft, including the following:
• Be sure the church building is well lit, including the areas where
the air and heating units are located. Light sensors are another
good option.
• Trim any landscaping that gives cover to thieves, and be sure nothing is stored outside that gives crooks easy access to the roof.
• Secure all air conditioning and heating units with heavy steel cages. In some instances, units may need to be customized.
• Add video camera surveillance, especially to vulnerable areas.
• Air conditioning alarm systems are available, including those that
are trigged by a loss of Freon gas. Install loud alarms that will scare
off criminals and notify police. Consider adding alarms to other
areas of the campus as well.
• Request a free loss prevention check by the local law enforcement
agency. Professional loss prevention consulting is also available.
• Launch a “church watch program,” similar to the neighborhood
watch.
• Ask neighbors to keep an eye out on the property, and provide
them with emergency contact numbers.
• Ask local law enforcement to patrol your property during vulnerable times.
• Check insurance coverage to make sure the air conditioning units
are included, and that the deductible is realistic.
security-consulting ministry for
churches, said most congregations
are operated with little foot traffic
outside of Sunday.
“They are not always staffed like
they would be for a typical business,” the former detective said.
Theft of metals is also attractive
to criminals because it is hard to
trace.
“This kind of material is so common, and it’s recycled all the time
by legitimate contractors,” Ramona’s McNeill said.
Even so, Rudisell said it’s essential that churches report these types
of crimes.
“That gives us a better ability to
track the number of thefts,” she
said.
In the past, metal theft at churches has not been confined to copper wiring. In 2008, a woman was
arrested after she tried to recycle
a large copper bell that had been
stolen from Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran Church in La Mesa. The
bell, though damaged, was recovered and returned to church. Just
last fall a 2.5-ton copper and tin
bell, dating back to 1889, was stolen
from a San Francisco church. It was
valued at $75,000.
Prevention training offered
Both McNeill and Rudisell
agree that prevention is the best
approach. Most local law enforcement agencies have crime preven-

tion specialists who can come to a
church and survey the premises for
potential trouble spots at no cost to
the congregation, McNeill said. In
addition, Sheepdog Ministries offers periodic training seminars and
customized security plans for congregations.
“We don’t want to create a fortress where people don’t feel welcome,” Rudisell said. “We just want
to make sure the church is safe.”
The next Sheepdog training is
set for 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 28
at Emmanuel Faith Community
Church. Topics will include how
to start a security ministry, children’s ministry safety, evacuation
procedures and emergency action
plans, dealing with disruptive individuals, active-shooter response,
identifying and responding to
threats, defensive tactics and use
of force, building security—and
money.
In the aftermath of the thefts,
Henning admits his congregation
has become more mindful of security. Even so, they refuse to let it
circumvent their call to be a beacon
to the community.
“We just need to recognize that
Jesus is in control,” he said. “We’ve
been praying for those who have
been doing (the crimes).”
For more information on the April
28 training seminar, visit www.
sheepdogministries.com.

Smilehaven Dental Center
STEPHEN CHAN, DMD
Dental Services:
UÊ

Jehovah Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” Genesis 22:14

Rancho Jireh
Foster Homes
Please call for information

Toll-free (866) 275-7534
www.ranchojirehfosterhomes.com

Most Insurances
Accepted

ÃiÌVÊ iÌÃÌÀÞ

UÊ >ÃiÀÊ iÌÃÌÀÞ

UÊ 6iiiÀÃÊÉÊÕiiÀÃ

UÊ

ÝÌÀiiÊ>iÛiÀ

UÊ <""tÊ7 Ìi}

UÊ

ii«Ê i>V }

UÊ

UÊ 7 ÌiÊ}Ã

ÀÜÃÊ>`Ê À`}iÃ

UÊ ÕÌ ÊÕ>À`Ã

UÊ -ÀiÊÕ>À`Ã

UÊ

UÊ

iÌÕÀiÃ

}Ì>Ê8À>ÞÃ

Oral Cancer ScreeningÊpÊi>ÀÞÊ`iÌiVÌÊ
ÜÌ ÊÌ iÊÕÃiÊvÊ6iÃV«i]Ê«ÜiÀi`ÊLÞÊ
Ã>«« Ài]Ê«ÀÛiÊÌÊ`iÌiVÌÊÀ>ÊiÃÊpÊ
it could save your life!

619-464-2801

{ÇääÊ-«À}Ê-ÌÀiiÌ]Ê-ÕÌiÊÓ£äÊUÊ>ÊiÃ>]Ê Ê£{Ó

www.stephenchandmd.com

www.christianexaminer.com

SD

April 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 21

Israel: Your next vacation destination
site of Jesus’ first miracle.
Another popular hike is the
40-minute trek up the winding Snake Path leading to the
1300-foot-high summit of Masada, the private fortress of Herod
the Great during the first century B.C. Just make sure it is early
morning for this arduous journey
since the heat from the blazing
sun in the Dead Sea desert south
of Jerusalem is relentless.

By Joyce K. Ellis
TEL AVIV, Israel — Suspended
from Tel Aviv’s airport-terminal
ceiling, a lighted blue and white
sign advertised snorkeling trips—in
the Red Sea. I couldn’t stroll across
on dry ground like the Israelites
traipsing after Moses, but I could
be convinced to do a little underwater sightseeing.
The itinerary of this trip for journalists—courtesy of Israel’s Ministry of
Tourism—covered common biblical
sites. No time to explore on our own,
but newly hooked on snorkeling, I knew
I’d have to come back.
Our tour guide moved quickly,
and the joke kept recycling: “You
make us run where Jesus walked.”
But everywhere we went and everything I researched convinced
me that, in addition to the biblical sites, almost anything a person
dreams of doing on vacation can be
enjoyed in Israel.
Water sports
Sailing across the silver-sequined
Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret) in
a first-century-style fishing boat,
thinking about Jesus’ walk on
stormy waters here, I heard a nearby motor. A jet ski with two squealing occupants whizzed past: Antiquity meets present day.
The Sea of Galilee offers swimming, waterskiing, windsurfing and
even fishing.
Elisa Moed of Travelujah.com
cautions: “Fish swim at different
water levels, and the fish that swim
closer to the surface are small.
Therefore it is quite difficult to
catch anything in the Sea.”
Rentals for water sports are available
in Tiberias, the largest city in the Galilee
region, on the west shore.
A convenient home base for
the area, Tiberias provides good
lodging choices. We stayed at the
Rimonim Galei Kinnereth Hotel,
directly on the lake’s shore. In case
you overdo your recreation, the hotel’s spa offers luxurious massages
and a whirlpool with a modernistic
waterfall.
Gastronomical escapades
A breakfast buffet of local and
American-friendly food included
cereals, egg dishes, cheeses, salm-

PHOTO BY JOYCE K. ELLIS

With the Golan Heights as a backdrop, the Sea of Galilee—today known as
Lake Kinneret—provides for many water sports such as jetskiing, windsurfing,
waterskiing, fishing, boating, and parasailing.

on, fruit, pancakes, sugar-free
items and yummy cheesecake
served warm. We breakfasted on
the sunny deck, gazing over the
lake and chatting before heading
out for more adventures.
In December foodies may enjoy the Taste of Kinneret, which
is like American food festivals,
on two weekends around Christmastime—a fun addition to a trip
including Bethlehem. Resorts
and kibbutzes serve such items as
goat cheese, Golan Heights beef,
pralines, and local vegetables and
fruits.
Biking and hiking
You can bike where Jesus
walked, whether mountain biking through the Galilee hills or
circumnavigating the 40,000acre Sea of Galilee, in a matter of
hours or even days; several beaches offer camping sites should you
want to camp overnight.
The current path includes
highway biking and some placid
sections. Moed says the highway is
busy, so “any biking on this road
should be done with a company
and bike guide that have special
insurance for ‘adventure sports,’”
as it’s categorized. The Ministry
of Tourism is currently upgrading
the entire path.
While biking around the lake,
you can make rest stops at popular historical sites.
Capernaum, on the north shore,

Other recreational ideas in Israel
A quick zip around the Internet finds websites for these additional
activities and more: kayaking, rappelling, caving/spelunking, ATV
tours of the Negev, zip lines, horseback riding, hang gliding, symphony orchestra concerts, canoeing, art museums, zoos, Mini Israel
display, bird watching, archaeological digs for a day, opera, amusement parks, camel treks in the Negev, Tel Aviv Segway tours, Jerusalem
scavenger hunts, Eilat’s Underwater Observatory Marine Park, history
museums and even planting trees on Mount Carmel to replace those
destroyed in the devastating 2010 fire.
Helpful websites
www.goisrael.com (Israel Ministry of Tourism)
www.travelujah.com (Christian social networking and tour guides)
www.israel-extreme.com
www.touristisrael.com

www.walkthru.org

In San Diego Call 619-442-2993

was a home base for Jesus during
His ministry. It was also the hometown of Peter and others.
At Tabgha, where Jesus
stretched a child’s lunch to feed
more than 5,000 people, you can
walk down to the water for a time
of solitude, shutting out of your
mind everything manmade. Enjoy the lake view the hungry people saw that day as the Bread of
Life fed their bodies and offered
them true life in Him.
Nearby, if you’re ready for
some excitement, go rock climbing at the Cliffs of Arbel.
On the Mount of Beatitudes,
walk your bike through the lush
gardens. Stones lining the path
bear quotations such as “Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness” and other
truths from Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount. Take a moment in the
clump of trees and rocks nearby
to imagine listening to Jesus with
resident birds singing overhead.
In 1986, when drought left Galilee’s lake level low, two fishermen
discovered a surprisingly preserved
ancient fishing boat embedded
in the mud near Kibbutz Ginosar.
Dubbed the “Jesus Boat” because
tests date it to the time of Christ,
the meticulously extricated frail
boat is now safeguarded in a climate-controlled room here.
Would you rather hike than
bike? Get some good walking
shoes and head out on the 40mile Jesus Trail through these
sites and others, such as Cana,

Diving and floating
Snorkel and scuba dive at Eilat,
the southernmost city on the Red
Sea, deemed some of the best
snorkeling in the world. Or take
to the air for a breathtaking parasail adventure.
In Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast, explore the ruins
of Herod’s seaport: Roman aqueduct, hippodrome, restored
amphitheater and a first-century
stone with the name Pontius Pilate inscribed on it.
Skin/scuba divers can explore
the magnificent now sunken
Mediterranean harbor that the
megalomaniac Herod built, complete with storerooms, loading
docks and a walkway to an ancient lighthouse.
Golfers can enjoy the links at
the Caesarea Golf Club.
If diving is not your thing, try
floating in the Dead Sea. But
before doing so, slather yourself
with the black mud known for
its skin care benefits. Afterward,
shop at the Ahava factory nearby
for products made from the sea’s
rich minerals.
Touring Jerusalem
During the day, visit the West
Wall (Wailing Wall) of the temple, archaeological discoveries
such as the Pool of Siloam, and
the City of David’s Hezekiah Tunnel and lesser-known Canaanite
“dry” Tunnel. Experience the
Garden of Gethsemane and the
solitude of the empty tomb.
In the evening relax and enjoy
the sound-and-light “Night Spectacular” at the Tower of David.
Brightly colored multimedia images projected in panorama on
the inner walls of the citadel tell
Israel’s story from ancient times
to today, accompanied by hauntingly beautiful music. Stunning!

A 40-minute trek up the winding Snake
Path leads to the 1300-foot-high
summit of Masada. A cable car ride
does provide an easy alternative.

And so much more…
Enjoy snow skiing on Mount
Hermon.
Visit the quaint arts community
and sculpture of “Jonah’s” whale in
Jaffa, the biblical village of Joppa.
Go kayaking or rafting on the
Jordan River. Or head to the
shore and grab an ATV for an exhilarating trip through the mud,
water and fruit orchards.
Make a day trip to or stay overnight in Kfar Kedem, a recreated
village like Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. Visitors don typical
period clothing, ride donkeys,
spin wool, milk a goat and make
cheese, and enjoy a typical lunch.
Is Israel travel safe?
Work through a reputable travel agency, and you shouldn’t have
problems. Israel’s economy depends heavily on tourism, so tour
guides make safety a top priority.
According to the Israel Ministry
of Tourism, 3.4 million tourists
visited Israel in 2011.
Maximizing your journey
Slowing the pace or adding
an extra few days for recreation
can help you process what you’re
experiencing. After making the
long flight to Israel, you and your
family might as well get the most
out of your trip.
And imagine! Snorkeling in
the Red Sea!
Joyce K. Ellis is a freelance
reporter from Brooklyn Park, MN.
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MINISTRY…
Continued from page 1
cause they want to be away from
people.”
Most of the residents live on large
ranchos, miles away from neighbors. The only church in town, a
small Catholic chapel, operates
without a pastor for months until an
itinerate priest makes his rounds.
“There was no Christian influence in that community at all,” said
Crews, who now serves as president
of Lemon Grove-based Mexican
Medical.
When they arrived in the town
they found one pickup, a small
public school and few signs of life.
Crews and the team jumped out of
their vehicles and began to prayer
walk the isolated paths.
“A flock of pigs ran out of town,”
he said, the story of Christ casting
out demons into swine an unspoken but immediate image. “I was
pretty excited about that.”
Moments later the pastor who
had hosted the outreach and
led the excursion emerged from
the government-owned boarding
school with 80 children who were
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giddy for the diversion.
It seems God cared as much
about their expectations as their intentions, as the Lord eliminated the
topographical barriers by bringing
the young people to them.
Throughout the day, the Christian workers shared information
about health and conducted
screenings of the children. They
also shared the gospel through
Veggie Tales cartoons and portions
of the Jesus film, until the rickety
projector broke. The pastor filled
in the spontaneous time gap by
sharing the Good News.
“All 80 children responded to the
gospel here, in an area where it was
hard to reach people,” Crews said.
School officials welcomed the
health information and invited
the team to return regularly over
the course of the year to instruct
the children on how to care for
their bodies.
They complemented their health
lessons with games and activities,
and the children thrived on the
attention. The teachers reported
that the rugged, rough-and-tumble
behavior of the ranch kids began
to erode as they showed love and
compassion toward one another.

“We realized these children were
taking the gospel home with them
along with the health lessons,” he
said. “These kids had dramatically
improved their behavior.”
Toward the end of that year,
Crews recalled arriving at the
school to hear the children singing. They shunned the planned
activities and gathered around
Crews and his guitar.
“The first thing they wanted to
do was sing, and all they knew were
praises of worship,” Crews said, his
voice cracking with emotion, years
removed from the experience.
“They were so excited because all
they wanted to do was sing to the
Lord.”
Dusty service
In the 50 years that Mexican
Medical has ministered south of the
U.S. border, the stories are as vast
and varied as the regions they serve,
with missionaries assigned to Tijuana, Ensenada, San Vicente, San
Quintin, La Esperanza, Palenque
and Loreto. Launched in 1963,
the ministry was the brainchild of
Loren Long, a pre-med student
who felt called to South Baja where
rugged dirt roads limited access to
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both evangelists and doctors. Long
moved his family to San Quintin,
where they witnessed to the rural
ranch owners and the workers who
plucked the field by day and slept
in adobe structures at night.
They built a small shed they
intended to use to teach primary
school but instead converted it into
a clinic as word spread that Long
had medical training. Eventually
a Southern California-based pilot
became involved bringing in supplies and workers. An ambulance
service and new church followed.
“It started very simply with this
man and grew from that,” said
Art Buckle, a retired San Diego
businessman who has served on
the ministry board for 25 years.
“There were so many people down
there without any medical facilities
whatsoever.”
On Cinco de Mayo, May 5, the
ministry will mark its golden anniversary with a party at Clairemont
Emmanuel Baptist Church. The
celebration will center on Long’s
founding vision and Mexican
Medical’s ability to adapt that vision to the region’s pressing needs.
Expanded assistance
Today, the ministry has more
than 30 missionaries, including
eight full-timers working at its
Lemon Grove headquarters. The
on-field missionaries raise their
own support, while the employees raise about half of their salary.
In addition to regular medical outreaches, the hospital has
helped to construct a dozen hospitals, which are now operated
independently.
“We go in, equip them, train
the staff and turn it over to a national entity,” Crews said. “We’ve
been allotted a lot of grace because we have a lot of doctors on

the ground. We don’t go into this
by ourselves.”
Non-medical missionaries provide pastoral training and operate Bible schools and an orphanage for disabled children.
“We have a dozen distinct ministries now,” he said.
A developing aspect of the ministry is hosting large-scale health
fairs in which medical personnel
provide clinic assistance and education for the nationals. Hygiene
kits with soap, toothbrushes and
other toiletries are often distributed.
Responding to the changing
needs of American and Canadian
volunteers, Mexican Medial is offering more and more weekender
outreaches.
“We are genuinely providing
tremendous help and hope to
people who are really without,”
Buckle said. “So many times we’ve
been in great need, where we had
a crisis, and the Lord is always
there.”
He dismisses the secular notion
of “luck.”
“When you know the Lord, you
pray,” Buckle said. “Then I have
to feel that God blesses what we
are doing, and we are doing it
right. That’s what keeps me involved.”
Upcoming trips
Mexican Medical Ministries
is hosting a variety of shortterm missions trips to Tijuana,
Palenque and Loreto. The website also has a list of trips by other
organizations, some of which are
open to volunteers.
For more information on the
ministry or the May 5 celebration,
visit www.mexicanmedical.com or
call (619) 463-4777.

Helping obtain Social Security disability beneﬁts
for claimants throughout Southern California
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ACCIDENT AND PERSONAL INJURY CASES
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SLIP & FALL ACCIDENTS
DOG BITES
WRONGFUL DEATH
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE CONSULTATIONS
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ACCOUNTING

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

MUSIC/MUSICIANS

Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

Are kids your call? Our church plant is looking
for: Out of the box thinker, Christian educator,
good communicator, computer savvy, creative, fun,
evangelistic, team player who is passionate about
childhood discipleship and can commit to our vision. Duties include: Create/implement ministry to
children for opportunities to have a relationship with
God; connect children to healing and wholeness for
their whole life, spirit-mind-body; build relationships
with families; recruit and train leaders and helpers
for kids and nursery ministry; oversee curriculum,
Life Skills and summer camp. Participate in staff
meetings with Pastor; help transition to youth group.
wholelifechurch@yahoo.com.

Elect. Drum Kit. Roland TD-4KX2 Compact Series.
Mesh heads. Throne. Amplifier. $1,495. OBO.
(619) 997-6217.

Church plant, El Cajon, California seeking a Worship
Leader. Responsible for support of church vision
by partnering with the Senior Pastor; recruiting;
team leading and working with volunteers to create
a dynamic service with a blend of varying formats.
Should have experience; a music degree or related
discipline is suggested. Prep worship for all services;
coordinate the order of worship; rehearse; disciple
future leadership; coordinate with special events
with other ministries of the church and community;
manage the music related resources of the church.
Interested candidates should submit a resume to
wholelifechurch@yahoo.com.

Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover,
repair. Dennis Cook Roofing. Lic. # 545185. Call
(619) 443-1300.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy,
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this
message on!

BOOKS
Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760)
598-8968. Nondenominational.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Need extra money fast? Experience networkers
this online opportunity is for you. Commissions
paid instantly! www.blast4cash.com

CAREGIVER
Free room and board plus salary for a live-in
experienced caregiver for elderly Christian lady in
Costa Mesa. Also, needing part-time experienced
caregivers as well. Call Mayda (949) 735-7977.

DISC JOCKEYS
Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE
Auto and Transmission Repair Shop for sale.
Christian owner, retired. 20 years in Orange County.
(714) 675-8271.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, ser ving
DD population in East County, seeking reliable,
dedicated individuals to fill the following full time
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for
exceptional work. Residential program: Program
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportunities available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour.
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program:
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email
resume to pficareer@yahoo.com.

MINISTRIES

H.P. Realty CA DRE. License #01776183, Carmen
A. Velasco, Pre-foreclosure coach. Call me to discuss
your options. Bring peace back to your home. #1
foreclosure coach. (619) 213-4340.

SERVICES

SERVICES

70

Cleaning offices, homes, also small paint jobs,
repairs, reasonable. (619) 655-9613.

More than
FREE
Christian channels including
Spanish and other languages
Standard package $199
No monthly fees
Glorystar Satellite
Systems

ROOFING

(619) 468-0017

Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free estimates. License
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

ROOMS FOR RENT

MUSIC/MUSICIANS

Lemon Grove. $500 + 1/3 SDG&E/Cox Cable.
Single female preferred. Share my 3 bedroom/2
bath home. No smoking/alcohol/pets. Unfurnished.
First/last month rent required. Message: (619)
466-9193.

Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students.
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more
information and availability.

Escondido, $450. Utilities/internet included. Furnished or unfurnished. Good neighborhood, quiet
cul-de-sac street. Full house privileges. Walking
park/mountain view nearby. (760) 525-7852.

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497
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Come join our team!
Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center.
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-forproﬁt corporation, dedicated to the service of others.
Employment Opportunities
We are currently seeking energetic professionals with great communication
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:
■ Housekeeper (FT)

■ Resident Service Director (FT)

■ Servers (PT)

■ Dining Services Aide (PT)

■ Caregiver (PT)

■ CNA (PT) and RN (PT)

Afﬁliate No. 87409

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for families, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our missionoriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply.
To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry
to families needing help coping with homosexuality. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month,
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, San
Diego First Assembly of God, 8404 Phyllis Place.
(619) 426-9300.

24910 Las Brisas Road, Suite 110, Murrieta, CA 92562
1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com
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