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Billy Graham ‘My Hope’
initiative taking shape
Campaign to culminate in
nationwide evangelistic effort
Christian Examiner staff report

A Christian woman in Bangladesh
sheds tears during prayer time.
The woman, part of the persecuted
church worldwide, is assisted by
Open Doors International.

A dangerous message
Open Doors reveals Christ to the
persecuted church worldwide
By Lori Arnold

S

teve Ridgway was still a fairly
new Christian when he read
a book that opened up the
door to a world of missions he never
realized existed.
“It helped to form my worldview,” he said. “It shifted my
paradigm to understand that
(through) Colossians 1:27 —

“Christ in you is the hope of glory”—that I wasn’t confined to an
organization, to four walls, but
because of God’s spirit, wherever
I went, my life could matter and
make a difference.”
The book, “God’s Smuggler” by
author Brother Andrew, not only
shaped Ridgway’s worldview, but
it also shaped Open Doors USA,
the Orange County-based orga-

nization Ridgway is now guiding
while its board searches for a new
national leader.
Founded 58 years ago by
Brother Andrew, the ministry supports members of the persecuted
church and compiles a well-respected top 50 World Watch List
featuring countries considered
See OPEN DOORS, page 6

YORBA LINDA — The Rev. Billy
Graham may be 94 years old, but
he continues to feel called to communicate the gospel to the world.
While the big-city stadium campaigns may be a thing of the past,
Graham is still focused on new efforts to bring the gospel to young
and old alike.
This November, that passion
will culminate in the weeklong My
Hope With Billy Graham initiative—sponsored by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association—
which will enlist believers to open
their homes to those who are not
believers, watch a short televised
program and then give a brief testimony to their unbelieving guests.
My Hope began in 2002 at the
urging of Franklin Graham. In the
past 10 years, the home-based relational evangelism project has been
taken to nearly 60 countries—with
10 million commitments to Christ.
Since 2002, My Hope has been
carried out in 4.5 million homes,

“My Hope with Billy Graham,”
which culminates in Nov., combines the reach and excitement of
a nationwide media event with the
power of personal relationships.
said Bill Conard, executive director
of the project.
“The response works out to about
2.2 responses per home over the entire
project,” he said. “What that means to
See MY HOPE, page 10

Domestic violence
coalition seeks more
help from churches
By Lori Arnold

Ministry offers refuge and recovery
for the victims of sex trafficking
By Lori Arnold
BONITA — Susan Munsey was
well on her way to becoming a licensed therapist when she recognized that she needed to cleanse
her own soul from the scars of trafficking before she set out to heal
others.
“I tried to go on with life, got a
job and pretended like it never
happened,” said Munsey, who left
“the life” after being arrested.
First trafficked at age 16, Munsey
is now the founder and director of
Generate Hope, a San Diego-based
ministry that provides long-term
support to women who have been
able to exit the sex trade through
arrest, escape or busting through
the fog of fear that often traps its
See VICTIMS, page 14

Residents and volunteers for Generate Hope plant a tree as part of a
landscaping project at the Bonita ministry, which provides long-term recovery for
victims of human trafficking.

SAN DIEGO — A coalition of
leaders dealing with domestic violence will hold a meeting for local
faith leaders as it works to expand
recovery opportunities for victims.
“Bridging the Gap,” a project of
the San Diego Domestic Violence
Council, will be held from 9 a.m.
to noon March 5 at the county’s
Health and Human Services offices.
Michelle Rudisell, a domestic violence detective at a local police department and founder of Sheepdog
Ministries—which provides safety
and security resources to churches—said she was ecstatic to learn
about the project.
“I’ve never, in any of the (domestic violence) training, heard anyone address the aspect of faith and
what effect that has on the victims,”
she said. “As a Christian, I know
that that is one of the big things
that is going to help somebody get
through whatever kind of issue they
are dealing with, whether it’s domestic violence or a sexual assault
or child abuse.”
The meeting will be an informa-

Anita Anderson, a survivor of domestic
violence, is helping with preparations
for a countywide informational meeting
on the topic for pastors. Anderson
is developing a domestic violence
ministry at North Coast Church.

tional session on why congregations should support families experiencing violence and abuse.
“The church should be a place of
healing and prevention and intervention,” Rudisell said. “In my position
within law enforcement that’s often
See COALITION, page 15
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Mission Valley church reaches community through performing arts
By Lori Arnold
MISSION VALLEY — At the
beckoning of one of his volunteer
teachers, David Higgins gingerly
poked his head into one of the
small classrooms at C3 Performing
Arts Center. His smile widened as
he focused on an elderly woman
going to town on a violin. At times
the sound emanating from the
instrument sounded more like a
squeaky door than a violin as she
pressed on with a song that was supposed to sound like “Jingle Bells.”
“She had tears rolling down her
cheeks,” said Higgins, founder of
the nonprofit center that was established by his C3 Church. “She was
so happy. It was coming from inside
of her because she’s wanted to do
this since she was a little girl.”
The woman later confided to the
staff that her childhood dream to
play the stringed instrument was
squelched by her parents during
World War II. Such hobbies, they
said, were considered frivolous in a
time of war. Later, as a young, married woman, her husband espoused

All of the graduating students from last fall’s School of Music participate in an encore performance of the session’s recital.

the same view as her parents, suggesting that his wife’s attention was
better spent on child rearing.
Last year, after the death of her hus-
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band and decades after the children
were grown, the widowed grandmother
finally sat with the violin under her chin
and a bow in her hand.
“Our focus is ‘hey, practice, and
let’s get some dreaming going on
here,’” Higgins said.
The students of C3 Performing
Arts Center aren’t the only ones
dreaming these days. Higgins, a
pastor and worship leader, also
likes to think outside the box.
Higgins, a native of New Zealand,
brought his family to San Diego
from Yakima, Wash., in 1999 after
his pastor father was diagnosed
with cancer. Working alongside
his father at The Life Church in
Mission Bay, the younger Higgins
served as youth and music director
until assuming his pastoral duties
two years later.
By 2007, Higgins envisioned a new
outreach event designed to help area
children who, because of budget cuts,
could no longer get music or art training at school. Knowing how important
the programs were to his own development in church ministry, Higgins
proposed that the church worship
team forego its weekly practices for
eight weeks to offer free classes to kids.
Although most of the church
musicians had never taught lessons,
they eagerly accepted the challenge. The congregation got on
board by helping to distribute 500
fliers in the community.

“We expected about 20 to 30 people,” he said. “We had 120 people
show up at the door with their instruments.”
The following weeks were chaotic, Higgins said, as musiciansturned-teachers stretched their
own boundaries through service
to others. By the end of the eight
weeks, 85 young people had stuck
it out, boasting new skills—and not
always talent—that they eagerly
demonstrated in a group recital.
“That began, out of that huge
mess, where we are today,” Higgins
said.
Dealt a setback
Responding to community requests to resume the classes, the
350-member church hosted the
program for two more years until
the Mission Bay congregation faced
its own financial crisis as the mostly
blue-collar congregation reeled
from the nation’s recession. By
2009, 40 percent of its membership
was unemployed.
“We had this crazy idea that maybe we should sell the building and
take care of the congregation,” Higgins said.
With the blessing of his membership, Higgins’ focus shifted from
sustaining the building toward his
flock as the church helped to relocate families out of California in
search of new jobs.

Without its Sunday home base,
the church began what Higgins
called “hotel hopping,” renting
space for worship services in whichever hotel was available. Eventually
there was a small remnant of the
church left.
“It dwindled until we had a small
nest egg left,” the pastor said. “We
decided to find a nest.”
While doing research on where
to relocate their church, Higgins
said he and his wife, Michelle, discovered how few San Diegans were
attending church. Several organizations that track church attendance
had listed San Diego as among the
least churched cities in the country.
“It occurred to us that San Diego
is not looking for another church,”
he said. “It’s just not in their senses.”
Still cognizant of meeting needs
first, though, Higgins said he began to reflect on how Jesus would
respond to their situation.
“Jesus met needs, and the crowds
came to him,” he said. “He didn’t
go find them. He met their needs
and they flocked to Him. Then he
gave the Sermon on the Mount.”
Higgins’ mind and heart, as it
did before, returned to the music.
He remembered a 501c3 that the
church had obtained years earlier
but never put to use.
“I told the congregation, ‘Let’s open
a performing arts center with the same
resources we would for a church.’”
A new vision
With the church’s blessing, and
some underwriting by a new landlord, C3 Church—part of an international charismatic movement
with roots in Australia—opened a
year ago with just under 50 members. The Mission Gorge Place facility, a former Red Cross warehouse,
has 18,000 square feet that houses
11 classrooms, a game room and a
modest theater that seats 350.
Since relocating there a year ago
the congregation, responding to a
sense of purpose beyond their own
spiritual fulfillment, has doubled in
size. Higgins said the body has also
baptized more people than it had
during the previous 12 years.
“I’ve never had more fun pastoring, and I’ve never had more
problems,” he said, a content grin
emerging below his cheeks.
Higgins is also having fun coaching
See C3, next page
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How C3 works
• All lessons, offered in three beginning stages, at the C3 Performing
Arts Center are provided for free,
except for a registration fee that
Pastor David Higgins said facilitates
student commitment by ensuring
that they “have skin in the game.”
The fee also covers supplies. Higgins
lists the value of the free classes at
$400 to $450.
• In order to be accepted into the
program the students, young and
old, must have their own instrument,
commit to practice at home at least
20 minutes four times per week, vow
not to miss more than one class during the eight-week session and treat
everyone at the center with respect,
including no foul language.
• Each semester ends with a
group recital featuring all of the
students and their instruments.
Students perform with their instrument groupings, except for the final
number in which all the musicians
play a single song. The most recent
recital finale featured 15 pianos on
the stage, along with snare drums,
violins and bongos.
“It’s loud, it’s fun, it’s hilarious
and it’s probably something that
could never be recorded,” Higgins
said. “What they end up with is love
and a fun sense of music.
“They have in their mind that
they want to learn how to play an
instrument, so we wanted to make
it fun. Our goal was not to find the
next Mozart. We’re helping people
get to do what they wanted to do.”
• The programs at the center
include the School of Music and a
School of Dance. In March the center
will launch a School of Art, and plans
are in place to start a program aimed
at finances, since Higgins also has a
background in that field.

SD

• Course offerings include piano,
guitar, bass, violin, drum, voice,
ballet, hip hop, jazz/tap, flamenco,
modern/contemporary, photography, sketching, stage, theater and
improv.
• The school’s expenses, primarily
for the building lease since all of the
teachers volunteer, are subsidized
through rentals and subleases to
other art groups, including Julian
Charter School’s San Diego Academy of Performing Arts. In addition
to the arts, the school specializes in
history, math and science.
“There’s this camaraderie, the way
I think God intended it to be,” Higgins said of the joint space arrangement. “No one can say. ‘Its mine.’
It’s all ours. Last month we paid all
of the bills with 60 bucks left over.”
• Also available for the public to
rent is the 350-seat theater, which
doubles as the Sunday worship
center for C3 Church.
“C3 Church doesn’t have a big
footprint here,” he said.
• All volunteers are carefully vetted and have background checks.
In addition, Higgins hosts regular
gatherings for the volunteer teachers to help build relationships with
the instructors.
• The classroom spaces include a
volume-controlled vocal space and a
“grandma-quality” recording studio
for students to share their taped
samples with friends and family.
Two piano rooms accommodate
the high demand for keyboard
instruction, which is offered seven
times a week. An on-site café serves
as another funding source for the
center’s programs.
• The School of Dance, which
shares space with DanzArts, is in need
of a $5,000 dance floor to replace an
aging model and is in the process of
searching out grants.
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C3…
Continued from page 1
and mentoring his volunteer artists as
he guides them in developing servant
hearts. He said he’s amazed by their
dedication, including one instructor
who travels from Hollywood to Mission
Valley once a week to teach a class for
young children.
“All of the arts volunteers are taking what they spent a lot of money
on learning their craft and they are
just giving back to the community.
Although many teach private lessons, the center’s rules prevent the
instructors from soliciting students
for lessons until the end-of-the-semester recital.
“When you teach, you teach
purely and giving away your art,”
Higgins said of their principles.
“There’s no recruiting. … It keeps
the motives pure.”
A time and place
The same philosophy applies to
evangelism, Higgins said, adding
that instructors are only allowed
to share their thoughts when students initiate the conversation, although most of the students know

A School of Music piano student
displays her new skills at a November
recital at the C3 Performing Arts
Center. The center, operated by C3
Church, offers free eight-week classes
as an outreach to the community.

the church operates the center and
many call Higgins “PD” for Pastor
David.
“We set up a huge firewall between the performing arts center
and the church,” Higgins said. “I’m
a pastor, and most of our teachers
are persons of faith, so the conversation always goes there. You earn

the right to speak into their lives
when you meet a need.”
Higgins said one of his adult students, an older Jewish man, recently
asked why the pastor never invited
him to his church. Higgins told the
man that he was always welcome,
but that the focus at the school was
on the arts. Since then the man has
asked Higgins numerous questions
about his faith, including why he
believes in Jesus.
“I told him ‘We love you no matter how much we disagree about
who the Messiah is,’” Higgins said.
“If you genuinely love people where
they are, when they are ready they will
begin to ask you the questions. I allow
the Holy Spirit to do the rest of the
work. The conversation gets ignited,
and the spark returns. If you look at
this from a Kingdom perspective, we
are enhancing lives and it appears we
are making a big impact with a little
project.
“Though our ultimate goal is
for them to see the love of Christ,
there is no manipulation. They are
free to come and learn their instrument. They are not being preyed
upon. We’ve worked very hard to
create an environment for them to
come and go.”

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - COUPLES NEEDED
Do you have a heart for abused children?
These children need you!
Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who
have suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. $49,000.00/yr. per
couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. These live-in positions also
provide medical/dental beneﬁts, paid holidays, and paid vacation. A couple will be
allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.
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Highway to escapism leads down a dangerous path
Sometimes it feels like I am the
only sane person on the road.
Please don’t take it the wrong way.
That isn’t a prideful statement, really. It’s just an observation, though
one that pops up more often in my
mind these days. I feel like it’s now
the norm to wander through life in
an oblivious mental fog. And it’s an
intentional one at that.
It’s been said that “ignorance is
bliss.” At times I think that those
who embrace such a view or intentionally tune-out are happier. But
since God gave me (and you) a
brain, special talents and so much
of an interest in the world around
us, I can’t just put my head into
“stun mode.” I don’t want to sleep
walk through life or hide from it.
I want to get the most out of every
moment each day. That requires
being involved and paying attention.
When it comes to things that are
most important in life, I want to believe all of the men and women I
see around me are paying as much
attention and viewing life as I do. I
know that’s not the case, however,
and I have plenty of fresh examples
I could share with you.
Here’s one to consider: A big rig
truck jackknifes on a major highway. Traffic snarls there, and then
it all backs up like a clogged drain,

onto other freeways. Freeway warning signs light up advising drivers to
avoid the mess. All media outlets report every aspect about the tie-ups
all day long, for hours on end.
During the occurrence, hundreds of other drivers continue to
blindly merge into the bumper-tobumper zone, totally clueless about
what’s going on. I have often said
that terrorists don’t need to do
more than trash a big truck to paralyze our city. Heaven forbid that,
but it gives me pause to mull it over.
Given the lack of concentration of
our fellow citizens, it’s a concern.
While these thoughts come to me
most often when I’m behind the
wheel, I like to define “on the road”
as more than a street or freeway.
The road of life is big and broad
and uncharted. It’s often strewn
with speed bumps and unexpected
potholes. While it may be safer to
stay home and not venture out, better adventures await.
Every day we choose one road
or another, a new path or a trail
that leads to exciting possibilities…
or takes us back to old problems.
When trying to cope with daily ups
and downs, its no surprise that so
many Americans appear to seek
ways to sort of “check out” instead.
They work hard at cruising through
life as if their minds were turned off

and tucked away in a
blind trust.
We all need some
vacation from time
to time, enjoying the
renewal it brings. But
here’s the challenge:
Now people who
ought to be spending
more time learning
and deeply understanding what’s really
going on in our world
are opting out.

Mark

Fear not
Back to the actual freeway: At
any moment there are dozens,
even hundreds of drivers around
us. We want to trust their ability
behind the wheel. We need to assume they have certain basic driver
safety skills. Drive defensively, yes.
But driving in total fear of others is
another thing.
Even if I take a break from talk
radio and put on some of my eclectic iPod music, I can’t help letting
my mind wander to news and statistics and odds as the music plays.
For example, how many of the
supposedly normal, everyday folks
around me are not in good shape
at all? Who is struggling emotionally? What do the stats show about
the average number who might be

spaced out on drugs
or alcohol? What
about driving without
a license or insurance? The mentally
ill? Which ones have
anger management
issues? Who needs
some empathy, or a
friend?
Who needs to know
Larson
Christ?
FEAR is a funny
thing, an acronym that can often
stand for “False Evidence Appearing Real.” So I tell myself it’s OK.
Everyone’s probably fine. Or are
they? Reagan said, “trust but verify.”
So do a little more verification,
please.
I know it’s not my problem to fix
all the “stuff” out there or to let it all
make me paranoid. So at those moments I realize that I really should
turn to prayer. I need to pray for
those around me, while praying fervently to get home in one piece.
Silly priorities
We are at a point in our nation
where only God knows where we’re
going on the road ahead. And I
thank God for that, too. Please note
that I spell God with a capital “G,”
and we don’t have to debate the
subject like one political conven-

tion did last year.
No wonder we are facing big
problems in the USA with so many
serious issues. We now vote whether
to include God or not. And then we
get more concerned about what the
Kardashians are up to rather than
what’s happening to our country.
Americans are often burned out
on politics and bad news, and they
are frustrated that our nation keeps
making some of the same mistakes
over and over and expecting a different result. Embracing more escapism is the theme of each day.
Meanwhile, politicians are masters at manipulating the masses
with promises of “We’re in charge,
it will all be fine ... trust us.” Many
of these leaders are trustworthy,
scores of others are not. And they’d
prefer we skip thinking about the
important issues, being content to
just head down the highway, ignoring reality.
Something to really think about
when we travel the many roads of
life every day.
Larson is a veteran Southern California radio/television personality
and media consultant. His voice is
heard on KPRZ 1210AM, and his
weekday talkshow airs mornings 6-9
on KCBQ 1170AM. Email: mark@
marklarson.com.

History lessons: An intentional check on tyranny
Since last December, president
Obama has threatened to use his
executive powers to further tighten
gun control. Pundits on the left
and right are arguing on cable
news shows about what the proper
response to malevolent men with
guns should be in light of events
like the tragedy at Sandy Hook.
While our work at the National
Center for Law and Policy requires
our focus to be on matters primarily related to the First Amendment,
in the areas of freedom of religion
and freedom of speech, it is necessary to point out that the two are
related. In fact, I submit that it is
the ultimate accountability of the
Second Amendment that helps
guarantee the promises of the First.

This concept is
And so the public debate rages.
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the gun for the evil acts of men
and predictably demanding that we
trade our freedom for purported
public “safety.” We must remain vigPublishers: Lamar & Theresa Keener
ilant to resist this Faustian bargain.
Managing Editor: Lori Arnold
So what does the actual constiProofreading: Cassie LaFollette
tutional text say, and what does it
Advertising: Scott Coyle
mean? The Second Amendment
Calendar/Classifieds: Brittany Keener
provides: “A well regulated Militia,
Copyright © 2013 Selah Media Group
being necessary to the security of a
free State, the right of the people
The Christian Examiner, formerly known as the Christian Times and first established in 1983, is an indeto keep and bear Arms, shall not be
pendent Christian newspaper published monthly by Selah Media Group with an audience of Evangelical
infringed.” In a landmark 5-4 deciChristians. It is available in five regional editions throughout Southern California and the Twin Cities. All
sion authored by Antonin Scalia,
our regional newspapers are available without charge at Christian bookstores, churches, and Christian
the U.S. Supreme Court held in Disbusinesses. Mail subscriptions are $19.95/year. The combined press run monthly is 150,000 copies.
The Christian Examiner welcomes press releases and news of interest that is relevant to our readership.
All unsolicited material is subject to the approval of the publishers and is not returned.
Viewpoints expressed in the Christian Examiner are those of their respective writers, and are not necessarily held by the publishers.

Advertising in the Christian Examiner is open to anyone desiring to reach the Christian community. Reasonable
effort is made to screen potential advertisers, but no endorsement of the publishers is implied or should be
inferred. The publishers can accept no responsibility for the products or services offered through advertisements. The publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising.
Deadline for submission of ad copy, calendar events, and articles is the 15th of the month preceding
publication for the San Diego edition and the 18th for the other editions.

CENTURY 21 AWARD
PROVERBS 3:5-10

Gary L. Ryerson
619/
593-4300 or 619/590-3053

Address all correspondence to: Christian Examiner, P. O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021
Phone (619) 668-5100 • Fax: (619) 668-1115 • E-mail: info@christianexaminer.com

Advertising and Bulk Delivery Information
(619) 668-5100 or 1-800-326-0795

10% referral for
buyers and sellers to
your church or ministry.

trict of Columbia v. Heller (2008) that
the right to keep and bear arms was
an individual right, not connected
to being a part of a state militia.
Arms were defined by the court as
the defensive and offensive weapons commonly in use at the time.
Historical context
But the court went even further,
explaining the history of the Second
Amendment. It found that the Second
Amendment finds its roots in the
English individual right discussed by
Sir William Blackstone in his “Commentaries on the Law of England.”
You see, Protestants had obtained
assurances from William and Mary in
the English Bill of Rights (1689) that
they would be able to maintain weapons suitable to their defense. Why?
The Stuart Kings James II and Charles
II had recently disarmed Protestant
citizens as a prelude to quite viciously
suppressing political dissidents with
armed royal militias (See also Hitler,
Mao, Stalin, etc.).
Of course, what the Stuarts tried to
do to their political enemies, George
III had tried to do to the colonists. In
the tumultuous decades of the 1760’s
and 1770’s, the Crown began to disarm
the inhabitants of the most rebellious
colonies. That provoked polemical
reactions by Americans invoking their
rights as Englishmen to keep arms. And
so, it was the anti-federalists concern

with the concentration of too much
power in the federal government, as
over and against the power of state
and the rights of the individual, that
led to the Second Amendment’s being
included by our brilliant founders in
the Bill of Rights as a check and balance on unlimited federal power with
tyrannical tendencies. Those who do
not learn the lessons of history are
doomed to repeat them.
More than hunting
As James Madison wrote in 1787
in “Federalist No. 46,” “The ultimate
authority ... resides in the people alone.
... [T]he advantage of being armed,
which the Americans possess over the
people of almost every other nation ...
forms a barrier against the enterprises
of ambition ....”
So the Second Amendment is
not just about the right to hunt or
protect your home from criminals;
it also exists to, when necessary,
protect you from a government run
amok. With history as our guide, if
we are to preserve our liberties, we
must resist the growing pressure to
trade our freedom for false promises of “safety” from those who claim
to have our best interests in mind.
Broyles is the president of the
Escondido-based National Center
for Law and Policy. For more information, visit www.nclplaw.org.

www.christianexaminer.com

SD

March 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 5

Government shouldn’t define ‘church’
Under pressure from religious
and conservative groups, the Obama
administration has offered another
compromise on the issue of birth
control coverage within the Affordable
Care Act. While exempting churches
and some religiously affiliated institutions, such as hospitals and universities,
from supplying the coverage, the new
proposal calls for their employees to
receive stand-alone private insurance
policies providing birth control coverage at no cost. Insurance companies
will foot the bill, but only the naive can
possibly think the cost won’t find its way
back to the institution in the form of
higher health premiums.
Numerous lawsuits filed against
this and other portions of “Obamacare” will proceed and for good
reason: the federal government
seems intent on setting rules on
matters of conscience and worse,
defining what constitutes a church,
or religious institution.
One of the litigants is Hobby
Lobby, a chain of craft stores, whose
CEO, David Green, is an evangelical

Christian. Green says,
The core issue as I
“We simply cannot
see it -- and there are
abandon our religious
others -- is whether
beliefs to comply with
the government has
this mandate.” That
the right to define a
mandate includes, in
church as a building
addition to contracepin which people contive coverage in emgregate on Sundays
ployees’ health care,
and whether a private
“preventive services,”
company headed by a
including “morningreligious person qualCal Thomas
after” pills and other
ifies for conscience
drugs, which Green considers abor- exemptions. For government to detifacients. After Hobby Lobby’s ap- cide such things violates the estabpeal to Justice Sonia Sotomayor was lishment and free exercise clauses
rejected, the Christian Post reports of the First Amendment, which
the company then made plans to state “Congress shall make no law
“...shift the beginning of its em- respecting an establishment of reliployee health plan to temporarily gion, or prohibiting the free exeravoid $1.3 million a day in fines for cise thereof...” and appears to put
each day since Jan. 1 that it did not the state in the position of supreme
comply with the Affordable Care authority and arbiter of what conAct.” (According to the new health stitutes “legitimate” religious faith
care law, businesses with more than and practice. The Supreme Court
50 employees that refuse to comply will likely have to resolve its constican be fined by the IRS $100 per tutionality.
day per employee.) Hobby Lobby’s
Permit me to offer the justices
appeals continue.
some assistance.

The early church was not a building with a towering steeple. The
early church met in homes. If one
accepts New Testament teaching
(and what higher authority on the
church could there be?), the concept of the church being an organism that resides in each individual
believer is clearly spelled out in several passages.
Paul the Apostle writes in his letter to the Colossians (1:24) about
the “body” of Jesus Christ, “which is
the church.” By this, he means the
“body of believers” in whom Christ
dwells. Wherever that body is,
whether an individual, or a group
of believers, that’s the church. It
was only later that this concept of
church was turned into something
with expensive buildings, tax exemptions and denominations.
The same theme can be found
in Revelation where John is asked
by Jesus to write letters to several
churches. Those, too, were bodies
of believers, not physical structures.
In the Old Testament, God told

Solomon that while He was too
big to live in buildings, He would
“dwell” in the Temple Solomon
built for Him. Ultimately, though,
He said He had other intentions:
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts. I will
be their God, and they will be my
people.” (Jeremiah 31:33)
That was and remains for believers the authentic church, so when
people say, “I am going to church,”
it is an impossibility because they
can’t go to themselves.
The administration’s efforts to
effectively gerrymander lines between what it considers legitimate
religious practice and the secular is
what the Founders hoped to avoid
when they linked the establishment
clause with the free exercise clause.
That is why, among other reasons, government should not mandate birth control coverage as part
of any national health care plan.
© 2013 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

Marking the not-so-gloomy season of Lent
It’s the one season of the church
year many would rather forget: The
gloomy season of Lent. But why so
glum, chum?
For those of us who grew up on the
East Coast or in large cities like Chicago
or Los Angeles, we don’t need a sleepy
groundhog to tell us whether or not
spring will soon be here. If you know
how to read the signs, there is no shortage of hints: besides spring-training
reports from baseball teams in Florida
and Arizona, there are supermarket
signs proclaiming “Seafood for Lent.”
The signs refer to the Christian
practice of fasting and/or abstaining from certain foods in the approximately six weeks preceding
Holy Week. While most of us associate Lent with Catholicism, the observance is not limited to Catholics:
Anglicans and Lutherans observe
Lent at the same time as Catholics,
and while the Orthodox Great Lent
begins and ends on different days,

there is a significant overlap.
Regardless of the details, the
message is the same: as worshippers
are told on Ash Wednesday, which
marks the start of Lent, “Remember that thou art dust, and to dust
thou shalt return.”
If that sounds gloomy to you,
you’re probably missing the point.
About a lot of things.
While the word “Lent” — which
comes from the Anglo-Saxon word
“lengten,” meaning “spring” —
does not appear in Scripture, the
observance of Lent goes back a
long way in Christian history. In
339 A.D., the bishop of Alexandria
(and theologian extraordinaire)
Athanasius described a fast that began 40 days prior to Holy Week as
being the custom throughout the
Christian world. The 40 days duration was derived from the period of
time Jesus fasted in the wilderness
at the start of His public ministry.

For new Christians,
the kind of self-examthese 40 days served
ination and sacrifice
as preparation for
that is at the heart of
their baptism at EasLenten observance.
The God of “moralister, figuratively and
tic therapeutic deism”
literally the time durdemands
nothing
ing which they passed
more than that peofrom darkness to light,
ple be nice and fair
from death to life. For
to one another. And
the already-baptized,
if they’re not, well, no
it was a time of self-exEric Metaxas
big deal.
amination and recomLent tells a very different story
mitment.
All this talk of self-examination about a very different kind of God
and recommitment sounds “op- who saved very different kinds of
pressive” and “gloomy” to con- people. These people didn’t need
temporary minds, including those to feel good about themselves —
belonging to Christians. For most they needed to be made good. To
moderns “the central goal of life is that end, God sent His only Son,
to be happy and to feel good about born of a woman, to live the life we
were intended to live but couldn’t.
oneself.”
During Lent, Christians, as a
Religion is expected to further
this goal. What sociologist Chris- friend of mine once put it, “retian Smith dubbed “moralistic hearse — in the most basic meantherapeutic deism” has no room for ing of that word — the story of our

salvation, starting with the Fall and
culminating in Good Friday.” And
in this rehearsal, “a consistent picture of God emerges: the God who
takes the initiative in reconciling us
to Himself.”
Lent is only “gloomy” if you think
that being reconciled to God is
“gloomy.” It’s only “gloomy” if you
think that we are so wonderful that
reconciliation didn’t cost God all
that much.
If you know better, than perhaps
it’s time to pass the fish. And by the
way, there are a number of other
things you can do to observe Lent.
Please come to BreakPoint.org,
click on this commentary, and look
under “Further Reading and Information.”
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a
radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.

Understanding legislation through young, inexperienced eyes
You know you’re get“Emotionally?” “These
ting old when more and
kids need my dad to whip
more of the words comthem into shape.”
ing from your mouth
But I digress.
remind you of your parTo this group of stuents. I try to catch myself
dents, legislation is lifefrom blurting out the
less and, therefore, withphrases and opinions,
out worth. What the stubut sometimes I just
dents don’t understand
can’t help myself. Please
or believe is that every
don’t misunderstand,
legislative bill is a small
Ron Prentice
Mom and Dad, you are
piece of a much larger
witty and wise and all
agenda, an agenda that
that, but I’d like to think that I’m more promotes someone’s worldview of realthan just a product of my environment. ity, morality and theology. It isn’t that
Recently at a community forum, high legislation—once understood—can’t
school students joined the discussion “touch” a person under 35 “emotionwith “adults” who averaged 50 years of ally.” However, much work must go into
age, and those young whippersnappers getting a policy’s meaning articulated
gave important insight to the fogeys.
and broadcast, so that people of all
Especially significant was the state- ages will be touched by its potential
ment from one young man, saying, for good, or for bad.
“We don’t care about legislation. We
Each year, California Senate and
are more interested in the things that Assembly members submit more than
touch us emotionally.”
1,500 legislative bills for consideration,
Hearing this, my mom entered the majority of which come in the final
my head, saying, “Oh, my goodness week of the session. For example, at the
gracious.” My dad said some things time of this writing, 620 bills and 19
there, too, but they can’t be repeated. constitutional amendments have been
Then, my own thoughts took over: submitted with only a week remaining
“Whaddaya mean, you don’t care about before the deadline.
legislation?” “Things that ‘touch’ you?”
Of the bills submitted thus far,

here is a smattering: several relating
to public employees’ retirement, reforming political campaigns and the
initiative processes, and to financing
post-secondary education. Other bills
concern water quality, teacher accountability and the state’s budget.
However the youngest of voters may
respond to the aforementioned bills
now, it is very likely their responses will
change as they age. Public employee
retirement packages are bankrupting
cities, resulting in reduced services
but not reduced taxes, and public employee union money controls political
campaigns, often resulting in an elected
representative’s deaf ear to his or her
electorate. Budget woes are answered
by increased taxes, and the things that
formerly didn’t “touch” the teen voter
are now, 10 years later, touching those
same people—young parents with
mortgages, children in school, unstable
employment, school loans and rising
taxes—with all kinds of emotions
Of course, lacking foresight is not a
criminal offense, though it sometimes
leads to them. In the case of legislation,
not seeing the strategy of a “small” bill
may result in the construction of a series
of bills that ultimately negate parental
rights in public schools, religious free-

dom in employment or the protection
of human life in the womb.
For example, Assembly Bill (AB) 154
seeks to expand the number of medical
personnel who may perform surgical
abortions. Nearly identical to an unsuccessful bill last year, AB 154 would allow
nurse midwives, nurse practitioners
and physician assistants to receive additional training in order to be certified
to do abortions. Aside from the obvious
damage done to more preborn babies
by the passage of this bill, it would also
place women undergoing abortions at
significantly increased risk due to the
lack of comprehensive medical and
surgical training of nurses, etc.
If younger citizens would take the
time to consider the consequences of
AB 154, they would be touched emotionally. First, this population is the
strongest defender of the preborn, and
AB 154 would allow for the taking of
more of those innocent lives. Younger
citizens will also cringe at the medical
emergencies, even increased deaths
of women, which will occur due to the
lowering of medical training. AB 154
does not provide compassion to the
preborn, or justice to the women who
are often in fragile, confused conditions with unplanned pregnancies.

Rather, at its root is the advancement of
so-called “choice,” never mind the facts.
The work of the church is to impress upon the next generation of
leaders the need for discernment
of truth and to help them recognize and respond to those whose
worldviews do serious damage to
life, family and freedom.
Stay tuned next month for a complete run-down of the legislative
bills under close observation.
Prentice is chief executive officer
of California Family Council.
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Luminary Financial and Insurance Solutions

the most egregious offenders of religious freedom.
“That list is very extensive,” Ridgway said. “There’s a lot of work that
goes into it.”
The list is used by millions of
Christians who pray for the persecuted church and by officials with
the U.S. State Department, which
monitors religious and civil rights
violations across the globe.
The National Religious Broadcasters will honor the Santa Ana-based
ministry on March 5 with a Milestone
Award marking its 50-plus years of
continuous ministry in Christian outreach. The presentation will be made
in Nashville during the NRB’s 70th
annual convention.
Ridgway said Brother Andrew,
who is still actively preaching the
gospel at almost 85 years old, wasn’t
seeking accolades or a large ministry when he took his first mission
trip to Eastern Europe in 1955.
“The wonderful thing about
Brother Andrew (is) this isn’t what
he wanted,” the interim CEO said.
“He was just a guy understanding
that Christ in him was the hope of
glory. He didn’t need an organization. He didn’t need four walls. He
didn’t need a staff to go do what
he did. He just went because he
was obedient to Jesus. What flowed
from this, from the telling of the
stories, is all what you see today.
He is a humble man who is fiercely
loyal to Jesus.”
Today, Open Doors has two organizations: the international ministry
that serves as the hands and feet to the
persecuted church and the USA division, which supports the work of the
international unit. Led by Jeff Taylor,
the international organization maintains a staff of eight in the Santa Ana
office. Unlike many national ministries
that disperse funding to their international arms, Open Doors’ budget goes
directly to the international division,
which operates 21 bases worldwide.
“They disperse it to the projects
that we are involved with throughout the world,” Ridgway said.
“They really sift this out. They pray
through it. They really have hands
on in all the countries of the world
where we are involved.”

Christian literature, train Christian
leaders, facilitate social/economic
projects and encourage prayer for
suffering believers.
“What we are trying to do here
in the U.S. is to engage the American church because we have not
done a good job of that. We want
to take what we believe is a treasure
to them. It’s their (spiritual) family
that they know nothing about, that
they don’t know exists.”
“We are in the hardest places in
the world,” Ridgway said. “We are a
presence-driven ministry. We know
where the persecuted are. We know
how to be with them. We know what
they need, how to get to them and
how to help them to stay.
“We are not a rescue organization.
We are not a religious freedom organization. We are not a relief organization. We love everyone who does those
things because they do it well. What
we do well is how to be with them and
to help them stay to be the beauty of
Christ, the church, in those hard and
hostile places.”
The interim director said one
of the most difficult things for the
American church to understand is
why Open Doors works to support
the persecuted where they serve instead of trying to relocate them to
safer ground.
“That’s a very different message
to the Western world because the
Western world looks and says ‘they
are suffering; let’s go rescue them
and get them out of there,’” he
said.
Relying on Jesus alone
In the nearly six decades of service to the worldwide church, however, Brother Andrew and his partners have discovered that it is in the
midst of such suffering when the
presence of Jesus is often the most
sweet and strongest.
“Why is it that the churches in
those places are thriving? They are
not just surviving. They are thriving,” Ridgway said. “It’s because
they’ve discovered that Jesus truly
is enough.
“In the West, unfortunately, most
men would opt out for their temporal safety and forego their eternal
security. That’s the difference in
how the church is thriving in places
like Syria and Iran and Indonesia
and China and North Korea.”
Although Christians are thriving,
most of the time they are not visible
since they hide their worship for
fear of arrest or death.

“You won’t see the box churches
… they will be underground, they
will be in alleyways, they will be in
the forest, they will be in a house,
they will be singing songs, mouthing their words but no noise will
come from their lips,” the ministry
leader said. “The tears will be pouring down their eyes because they
have connected with Jesus in a way
we could only hope for. Yet it is possible here.”
At the same time, ministry officials
go to great lengths to try to minimize
the risk to those they serve. They do
so by maintaining a firm grasp of the
culture and political landscapes in the
countries they serve.
“We are not cavalier in what we
do,” Ridgway said. “We are very
wise. We have good people on the
ground. The gospel is a dangerous
message. It’s an unsafe message. So
where is it most powerful? In unsafe
places.”
A bold remnant
Ridgway points to Syria, where a
civil war has proved problematic for
Christians who have been the target
of Islamists who seek to purge the
country of non-Muslims. The United
Nations estimates that 70,000 people
have been killed in the war, and thousands of Christian believers have fled
to Lebanon and Jordon.
“But there is a remnant that is
strong and growing,” he said. “The
first three days of every month prior
to the war they met and prayed and
fasted that God would break the
church and build the church, that
they would be a church of disciples
and evangelism and they would be
a church that grows. They did not
know it would take a war.
“Now they meet three days a
week to pray and fast because that’s
where the work is done. Muslims
are coming to faith in Christ. People are courageous and bold and
are standing toe to toe with their
‘enemies’ and loving them for
Christ and seeing them drop their
weapons.”
Ridgway emphasized that his
mission in educating America’s
churches is not one centered in
guilt.
“It’s not a story of sadness. It’s
not a story of tragedy,” he said. “It’s
a story of triumph. The reason it’s
a story of triumph is because Jesus
is always the hero of those stories.”
For more information, visit www.
odusa.org.
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Calvary Chapel La Mesa
Christian School

Spring 2013
Christian Education
Guide

7525 El Cajon Blvd.
La Mesa, CA 91942
(619) 697-0165
www.calvarychapellamesa.com

Elementary &
Secondary
Christian Schools

Our mission is to give our students biblical roots, dreams, and hope for the
future. We are dedicated to providing a Christ-centered academic environment
where students enjoy learning and flourish in developing the talents God has
given them. With our low student-to-teacher ratio, students can develop to their
full academic, social, and spiritual potential. Kindergarten through 8th grade.

Calvin Christian School
2000 N. Broadway
Escondido, CA 92026
(760) 489-6430
www.calvinchristianescondido.org
Calvin Christian School (preschool - 12th grade) in Escondido connects faith
and learning for its students, preschool through high school, teaching the
whole child from a biblical worldview and preparing each for a life of Christcentered service. Calvin has been a leading education choice for Christian
families residing in North San Diego County since 1961.

Christian Unified Schools
2100 Greenfield Dr.El Cajon, CA 92021
(619) 201-8888
www.christianunified.com
Christian Unified Schools has been offering a quality Christian education
to families for more than four decades. With close to 1000 students on two
campuses, CUSSD provides a first class learning experience marked by academic excellence, a wide range of extra-curricular activities, and an ongoing,
Bible-based commitment to traditional family values. All Christian Unified
Schools are accredited by ACSI and WASC.

City Tree Christian School
320 Date St.
San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 232-3794
www.citytree.org
City Tree Christian School, established in 1976, serves preschool school
students (ages 2-5) through 8th grade. We are an outreach ministry of First
Presbyterian Church in downtown San Diego. Our caring community of parents, students, and educators is committed to integrating academic excellence
with the teachings of Jesus Christ as found in the Bible. WASC accredited,
ACSI member school.

Foothills Christian High School
2321 Dryden Rd.
El Cajon, CA 92020
(619) 303-8035
www.foothillsschool.net
Foothills Christian High School is a Christ-centered and Christ-honoring
ministry of Foothills Christian Church, which is located in El Cajon. All of
the undertakings, from academics to athletics to Chapel, are designed to fully
develop the spiritual formation in each of our students. In this manner, we are
promoting the richest of Christ-centered and Christ-honoring experiences
possible for our students.

Tabernacle Christian Academy
1765 Pentecost Way
San Diego, CA 92105
(619) 264-1721
www.tcaced.com
Tabernacle Christian Academy (Pre-K – 12th grade) provides an affordable
private Christian education in an environment where your child will be given
the opportunity to grow spiritually, academically, socially, and physically. Our
teachers are passionate about the children that they teach. Our students are
passionate about learning. Loving – Serving – Creating – Exploring – Achieving - Dreaming is what we do. Respectful – Responsible – Kind is what we are.
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A tradition of excellence
at Christian Uniﬁed
By George Cuff
Superintendent
There is a reason
why a Christian education is such an important decision. The
philosophy and values
of our child’s teachers
and peers have an enormous impact on their lives. At
Christian Uniﬁed Schools we seek
to excel intellectually, morally,
and spiritually. We believe God
desires to give a purposeful, fulﬁlled life to everyone. Therefore,
our mission is to teach students
to “think, learn, and live from a
Biblical worldview.” Our vision
is for our students to “acquire a
deep and personal knowledge
of Christ and His Word, achieve
the highest levels of Christian
scholarship, and accomplish the
eternal purposes for which God
created them.”
Christian Uniﬁed School pursues a culture of excellence beginning in the elementary grades
and continuing throughout its
outstanding middle school and
secondary education programs. In
addition to the many honors and
advanced placement courses, the
school produces outstanding academic preparation for the university in the sciences, math, humanities as well as the performing and
visual arts. Our graduates attend

prestigious universities such as Stanford,
MIT, UC Berkeley, the
Air Force Academy,
the Naval Academy
and other outstanding
universities including
SDSU, USD, Azusa
Pacific, Point Loma,
Westmont, and scores
of other ﬁne institutions of higher
learning. Our AP courses enjoy a
95% pass rate and our test scores
consistently rank among the best
of the best.
Christian High School students
compete in eighteen sports and
have won numerous conference
and CIF championships. CHS
alumni have enjoyed athletic
scholarships to Division I and
NAIA colleges and universities.
Some play professionally in their
chosen sport. Additionally the
award-winning band, choral,
and drama departments have
distinguished themselves by their
performance.
For more than 47 years CUSSD
students have received a strong
academic formation, inspirational
social opportunities, life-changing
service opportunities at home
and abroad, and the nurture of
distinguished educators in the
classroom. We invite you to call
for an appointment and learn how
to provide a tradition of excellence for your student.

Calvary Ranch
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Mary Kay has a proven effective
skin care program for you. All
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“‘Hijacked’ is an excellent resource for parents. (It) unveils the truth about public
school agendas.” — Ron Prentice, CEO of California Family Council
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Breaking the
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Call today!
Sandy Hertzberg
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Independent Beauty Consultant

An informative new 48-page
booklet for parents and teachers
offering a realistic view of the
culture that has been created
within California public schools
during the last two decades — a
culture that is propelled by antiChristian and radical ideologies.
Throughout these pages, you will be informed of the
intellectual and social hazards your kids will be exposed to
if they are enrolled in a publicly-funded school in California.
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Interested in Homeschooling?

Christian Family Schools
th

29 Annual Homeschooling Convention & Expo

May 10-11, 2013
California Center for the Arts, Escondido
Keynote Speakers:
Michael Farris ~ Founder of the Home School Legal Defense
Association, Chancelor of Patrick Henry College
Gregg Harris ~ Author of The Christian Home School (1988 & 1995),
founding President and Director of Noble Institute
Also featuring:
Steve & Annette Economides ~ Personal ﬁnance experts
Linda Hobar ~Author of The Mystery Of History
Inspiring messages for everyone from many other speakers!
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Calvin exceeds state and
national standards because
we teach to a higher standard;
teaching the whole child from
a biblical worldview.

For more than 50
years, Calvin Christian
has been partnering
with North County
Christian families and
their local churches,
helping students
develop their Godgiven gifts and talents.
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

Small class sizes
Fine Arts programs (Music, Art, Drama, Band)
Spanish begins in prekindergarten
Singapore Math
Robotics & Web App Development
Advanced Placement (AP) classes available
CIF athletics
Credentialed, experienced, and committed teachers
WASC accredited
Member of Christian Schools International (CSI)
Individual classes available to homeschoolers

Everyday is Open
House at Calvin
Christian. Call
to arrange your
personal tour.

Now Enrolling for the 2013-2014 School Year
Preschool - 12th Grade
NEED-BASED TUITION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Visit our website, then come see for yourself. Call toll-free to schedule a tour.
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North County families
choose Calvin Christian
For more than 50 years, Calvin
Christian School has been a leading
education choice for North San
Diego County families. Calvin
partners with Christian families and
the nearly 100 local churches they
attend, to connect faith and learning
for its students, preschool through
high school, and prepare each for a
life of Christ-centered service
Ted Hamilton, the Senior Pastor
of New Life Presbyterian Church
(PCA) in Escondido recently shared
from his heart about his family’s
experience at Calvin Christian. “It
was 2001 when God’s call on our
lives resulted in a family relocation
to north San Diego County. Both
my wife and I had been given
the privilege of attending top
universities. So, a quality education
was a top priority when we were
choosing a Christian school for our
children. We wanted them well
prepared to succeed in the college
or university of their choice. Calvin
Christian helped them do just that.”
Pastor Hamilton continued, “Our
kids were challenged in the classroom.
In addition to the rigorous core
curriculum, they were able to take
a number of Advanced Placement
classes. Both of our children had
wonderful opportunities to participate
in varsity sports, student government,
music and theatre; opportunities they
simply would not have had at other
schools. They had a ball at Calvin.”
“Most importantly for me and

my wife, they were taught in a way
that beautifully integrated mastery
of subject matter into a bigger
picture – they graduated with a
well-informed biblical worldview.”
Because Calvin strives to
serve entire families, students
of all ability levels are accepted.
Rigorous coursework and AP
programs challenge top academic
students, while students needing
additional assistance and those
with moerate learning challenges
are supported through Calvin’s
Student Improvement Program.
North County families choose
Calvin because of the innovative
educational offerings that include
robotics and media classes, Spanish
instruction beginning in prekindergarten, and the Singapore
Math curriculum for elementary
students. Calvin students beneﬁt
f ro m s m a l l c l a s s s i z e s a n d
credentialed, experienced, and
committed Christian teachers.
As Pastor Ted says, “If Calvin
Christian School sounds like it
would benefit your kids, give
them a call to find out more. I
know they would welcome the
opportunity to give you a campus
tour and speak with you about how
Calvin Christian School might just
be a great fit for your family —
like it was for mine.” Visit www.
calvinchristianescondido.org or
call toll-free at 888-99-CALVIN
(888-992-2584).

FCHS: What students
and parents say . . .
Each year our school holds a
“Shadow Day” where we invite
students to visit our campus to attend chapel and “shadow” one of
our current students. In preparation
for that day we request our students
and parents to write about their
experiences at Foothills Christian
High School, and then we place
their comments in a little pamphlet
entitled, “What Students and Parents Say . . .” Here are a few comments from this
year’s booklet:

had hit the jackpot! The Christian
values and curriculum are of the
highest standards. We love having
Christian teachers and administrators pouring into our daughter’s
life. She is known for whom she is,
not just a number.”
Julie, parent
“FCHS has played a tremendous part in my academic and
spiritual growth. The teachers desire their students
t o succeed and go
beyond expectations and to help
those who need
it. The spiritual
life at Foothills is
continuing to grow
through chapel,
‘Battle Cry’, and
‘Ecclesia’.”
Karris, Student
Led Spiritual Clubs

“The Christian
values and
curriculum are
of the highest
standards…”

“Attending
FCHS is a blessing. When I came
here, I was overjoyed by how
much the school
is based on Christianity and succeeding. FCHS
has a wonderful environment
with a staff that has high goals to
make sure students are on track
mentally and spiritually. God is
renowned. I can say that I have
grown so much since my freshman year.”
Sarah, student

“We had been concerned for
years about what high school we
would send our daughter to as there
are so few quality options. When
we found FCHS, we knew that we

These few comments accurately depict what we hope to
see happen in our students. They
embody the school’s mission
“to educate our students from
a Biblically-based worldview in
a Christian environment. Teaming with parents and guardians,
teachers, staff, students, and the
body of Christ, we promote the
development of spiritual maturity, academic excellence, and
athletic achievement.”

s WASC ACCREDITED
s "IBLICALLY BASED ACADEMICS TAUGHT
FROM A #HRISTIAN WORLDVIEW
s #OLLEGE PREP CURRICULUM
s -ULTIPLE HONORS AND ADVANCED
SCIENCE COURSES
s 3MALL CLASSES WITH LOW
STUDENT TO TEACHER RATIOS

s
s
s
s
s

5P TO DATE COMPUTER LAB
-USIC THEATRE AND ART PROGRAMS
 CIF SPORTS
5# AND NCAA APPROVED COURSES
!FFORDABLE TUITION OFFERING
  AND  DAY PROGRAMS
s &INANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
s %ARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT

For more information, call 619-303-8035
OR VISIT US AT www.foothillsschool.net

Foothills Christian High School
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MY HOPE…
Continued from page 1
a pastor, then, is if he has 10 families
doing this or 15 families doing this
or 100 families doing this in a large
church, there might be between 200
and 300 people out of that group that
say, ‘I’ve made a step toward Christ.’”
Worldwide, Conard continued, of
the 10 million commitments to Christ,
two-thirds of them have been first-time
commitments while the remaining have
been rededications or renewals of faith.
Pamela Christian, an inspirational
speaker based in Orange County, said
she accepted an invitation by her pastor, Tom Barkey of Church of Grace in
Yorba Linda, to coordinate My Hope
for their congregation. She said she was
moved by project videos on the website.
“I was moved to tears by some of the
statistics and some of the real heartache
that is out there and how hopeless
people are by large degrees,” she said.
“I’ve known that, in part because of my
ministry work that I do as a speaker, but
to see the study done on it and to learn
from the Billy Graham Crusade that
seven out of 100 people are depressed
and suicidal and 14 out of that 100
people are crippled with anxiety and

fear, and 60 out of the 100 don’t know
Jesus at all—He is our only hope.”
Christian said she completed at least
10 hours of video training online to
prepare for her work this year.
“I was really honored to do that,” she
said. “Imparting hope is one of the best
things that we can do.”
She said she believes the program
provides vital evangelism tools, adding that she recently attended an
evangelism event in which no one in
attendance was unsaved.
“I think our church at large is lacking
the ability to reach out and bring people
into the fold. To be able to learn how
to do that better and train others and
see the results is going to be dynamic.
I can’t wait to get started.”
Two tracks
While the general message proclaimed in each country remains the
same, the topics or the way the message is communicated may be altered
to communicate more effectively in
certain settings.
There are two basic tracks to My
Hope.
“One is the preparation of powerful,
culturally sensitive media programs,
usually placed on television, which
communicate the gospel in a way that

LUNCHEON
with

Dr. Marjorie
Blanchard

As president and cofounder of The Ken
Blanchard Companies, Marjorie has
worked diligently with her husband,
Ken Blanchard, to develop the company into one of the
premier management consulting and training companies
in North America.
We’re honored to have her join us for next PWF meeting,
and we hope you’ll join us too!

March 28, 12:00-1:30pm
Handlery Hotel and Resort
950 Hotel Circle North, San Diego

RSVP at www.pwfsd.org
Professional Women’s Fellowship (PWF)
enables women from all walks of life to meet together for support with the many
challenges we face in our careers families and ministries. We host regular meeting with
inspirational speakers, hold Bible studies throughout the county, provide opportunities to
support community outreach programs, host workshops, and enjoy an annual retreat.

Southern Gospel Music’s Favorite Quartet

Sunday, April 21, 2013
5:00 pm
$OORS OPEN AT  PM s /PEN 3EATING

El Cajon Wesleyan Church
 %AST ,EXINGTON !VE %L #AJON 
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Special presentation
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the viewer/hearers can understand,”
Conard said. “The other track, which
is the major track and this is the most
important one, is challenging pastors
to work with their parishioners … to
intentionally reach out to their friends,
family, neighbors, work associates,
school associates …”
Conard said they are focusing on
the week of Nov. 3 to 9, with the core
date being Nov. 7, which happens to
be Billy Graham’s 95th birthday. Conard
noted that Franklin Graham set the
core date for the event to coincide with
his father’s birthday.
Conard said they are hoping to air a
flagship program on network television
on that day The program, which will
be approximately 30 minutes in length,
will also air on cable television and be
available as a DVD and on downloadable platforms.
A youth program, one specifically
designed for Hispanics, a shorter pro-

gram tied into Operation Christmas
Child and numerous foreign language
programs are also planned.
For those participating in My Hope,
Conard said they should pursue five
things in preparation. First, “look
around” them and identify up to 10
people who need Christ. Next is to “look
up” in prayer followed by the urging to
“look out” for opportunities to build
relationships and “look forward” to
the time when the initiative is planned.
The final thing for believers to pursue is to “look after,” which is intended
to be follow-up.
“We stress that very strongly,” Conard said.
My Hope focuses on building relationships with unbelievers, and Conard
believes that Christians should be
intentional about this in preparation
for November.
“The key thing is to be intentional
and friendly about building relation-

ships to bring people to understand
your hope in Christ so that He can be
their hope too,” he said. “That’s why
it’s ‘My Hope.’”
Local training scheduled
A free Southern California training for those interested in becoming
involved with My Hope is set for 9 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. March 14 at Clairemont
Covenant Church, at 5255 Mount
Ararat Drive in San Diego. The sessions
are geared toward pastors and mission
leaders but are open to anyone who is
interested in evangelism.
In addition to the in-person training, those registering on the My Hope
website can do online training.
For more information about My
Hope with Billy Graham, visit www.
myhopewithbillygraham.org. To register for the free training sessions
RSVP to (877) 769-4673.

Spirit West Coast adds donor program
to augment its annual music festival
By Lori Arnold
MONTEREY — Visitors to this year’s
Spirit West Coast in Monterey will
have a unique opportunity to exercise
their soles while they are exercising
their souls.
That’s because one of the headliners,
Audio Adrenaline, will be hosting a
fundraising jog and walkathon around
the landmark 2.2-mile track at Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca, site of the Aug.
1 to 3 festival.
“It’s pretty cool,” said festival producer Jon Robberson of Celebration
Concerts. “It’s a very famous track, and
traditionally at our event you can’t get
on the track.”
Proceeds from the walkathon, which
may also offer a non-amateur 5K, will
be split between Spirit West Coast and
the Hands and Feet Project in Haiti,
which Audio Adrenaline founded in
2004. The group is in the midst of a
capital campaign to fund two more orphanages in the impoverished nation.
The fundraising event is one of a
series of new initiatives Robberson’s
team has launched to underwrite
the festival, which has switched from
offering two each year to alternating
between Northern California and
Southern California sites. The festival
is expected to return to Southern
California next year but probably not
at the Del Mar Fairgrounds.
“It doesn’t really change what we

SWC by the numbers:
• There have been 23 festivals
since 1997: 15 in Monterey and
8 in Del Mar.
• More than 250,000 people
have attended the events.
• More than 10,000 people
have made first-time salvation
decisions and recommitments.
• More than 11,000 children
have been sponsored through
Compassion International.
• Festival organizers have
launched a sower program seeking 400 people who are willing to give $500 per year ($42
per month) to reach its goal of
generating $200,000 in donations. The nonprofit festival has
reached about 20 percent of
that goal.
do,” Robberson said. “We’ve always
been about reaching people, and we
continue to be about reaching people.
We’re not really concerned about
where they live or where they come
from. We still think this is a platform to
do that, maybe even more so than ever.”
Rotating the venues, he said, eases
some of the logistical challenges while
encouraging fans to travel to the festival
during off years regionally.
“We are very comfortable with that
plan, just in the ability—at all levels—to
manage it back and forth,” he said.

As part of its financing campaign, the
festival has added a donor element to
complement income from ticket sales
and corporate sponsorships.
“We’re making progress,” he said.
“That’s the main thing. “It doesn’t
change the mission. It’s just a different
way to get there. It’s not even a new
break-through, new idea. The way we do
it is a new idea, to be a hybrid between
admission and tickets and donations.”
While it takes more time administratively, Robberson said he believes it offers fans of the festival an
opportunity to invest in the Kingdom.
“We are not asking people to solve a
crisis, because we are not really in that
kind of mode,” the promoter said. “We
are asking people to share the vision.
There is a difference. There is a big
difference.
“We want more and more people
to sow with us than to consume,” he
said. “There is a different level there.
There is a very popular discussion in
the church community right now that
the church community, to some degree,
has become a consuming community.
Of course, our society is based on
consumption. You really can’t become
a consumer and a sower at the same
time, or there is a different focus. So
we are looking for more sowers.”
For more information, visit www.
spiritwestcoast.org.
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Dinner benefit for San
Diego Rescue Mission
RANCHO SANTA FE — A
spring “break” fundraising dinner
to benefit the San Diego Rescue
Mission will be held from 6 to
8:30 p.m. March 6 at Delicias
restaurant. The theme of the
event is “Let’s Break the Cycle of
Homelessness.”
The evening with feature cocktails, alight dinner, music, raffles
and a silent auction. The dress
is described as “cocktail casual.”
Proceeds will benefit the mission’s new TEAM Education Center and the homeless women and
children who are served by the
ministry.
The restaurant is located at 6106
Paseo Delicias.
Tickets are $100, and reservations may be made by sending an
email to apoteet@sdrescue.org or
call (619) 687-3720.

South Bay group to
host Easter event
CHULA VISTA — The South
Bay Christian Coalition Outreach is
hosting a community Easter event
March 30 at Harborside Park.
The coalition, which meets
from 7 to 8 p.m. the second
Thursday of every month at the
International Christian Center,
is seeking input from the community.
“The coalition was born from
the need of bringing together
the various Christ-based ministries throughout the south bay
area to work together as the body
of Christ,” said James Richardson of King’s Table. “Alone, and

SD

by the grace of God, our ministries have been able to make a
positive impact in the communities we serve on a regular basis.
Together, by God’s will and to
His glory, we will be able to make
a greater impact throughout all
of the South Bay and to claim it
in His name.”
In addition to King’s Table, the
coalition consists of Gives Hope
Ministry, Project 1:1, Breakfast
Club Small Groups, Imperial
Beach United Methodist Church,
Sons of Thunder and Warriors4Christ.
Richardson said the group is
guided by the words of Philippians
2:1-4, which commands believers to
be compassionate encouragers and
servants.
“In obedience to the will of God,
our individual ministries reach out
to poor, the needy and the suffering,” he said. “We try to meet their
physical needs, but more importantly we try to fulfill their spiritual
needs with prayers and the Word
of God. We believe that for lasting
change, it will take the intervention
of the Holy Spirit to convict and
guide each person through necessary steps to recovery.”
The International Christian Center is located at 1236 Third Ave.
For more information, visit www.
sbcocoalition.org.

Easter music program
at Shadow Mountain
EL CAJON — Shadow Mountain
Community Church will hold a musical Easter celebration at 6 p.m.
March 24.
The service will feature the congregation’s worship leader Mar-
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shall Hall and
For more information, visit www.reformathe Shadow
tionsandiego.org or call
Mountain
(858) 279-3311.
Choir and Orchestra. Prior
to coming on
CWA to host
staff at ShadMarch Lobby
ow Mountain
last year, Hall
Day at capitol
was a member
SACRAMENTO
—
of the Gaither
Concerned Women for
Vocal Band
America of California
and served as
will hold its Lobby Day
worship pasMarch 10 and 11 in Sactor at Moun- Marshall Hall, the worship
ramento.
tain
Park leader at Shadow Mountain
The first night will
Community Church, will direct
C o m m u n i t y a musical Easter celebration
feature a time of enChurch
in at 6 p.m. March 24. He will be
couragement,
prayer
Phoenix. He joined by the church’s choir
and training. Kenda
is also a song- and orchestra.
Bartlett, who serves as
writer, having
the executive director of
penned songs for Salvador, Point of the national organization, will offer
Grace, David Phelps and numerous preparation tips for the following
Southern Gospel groups.
day’s activities.
The church is located at 2100
On Monday, participants will
Greenfield Drive.
meet for a full day of activities at
For more information, visit www. the capitol, including meeting legshadowmountain.org or call (619) islators, lobbying, prayer walking
590-1766.
the capitol grounds, touring the
capitol and fellowshipping with
like-minded individuals.
Easter story, song,
For more information, conmusic and a hunt
tact Patricia Thompson, area diSAN DIEGO — Reformation rector for Central California at
Lutheran Church will hold a pre- c.director@california.cwfa.org.
Easter event from 9:30 a.m. to noon
March 23.
Walk Thru the Bible
The event, for children 3 to 12,
will include crafts, music, learning seminar set in Vista
activities, an Easter story and video
VISTA — Tri-City Church will
and an Easter Egg hunt. The chil- “Walk thru the Bible,” an interacdren will learn a song, which they tive seminar about the Old Testawill perform at 11:45 a.m.
ment, March 22 and 23. The Friday
A free lunch will follow the per- session will run from 7 to 9:30 p.m.,
formance.
while Saturday’s seminar is set for 9
The church is located at 4670 a.m. to noon.
The entire content of the Old
Mount Abernathy Ave.

Testament will be covered in just
a few hours, and by the end of the
two-day seminar participants will be
able to tell a friend about the Old
Testament in three minutes.
The cost of the event is $20 for
adults and $15 for students in
fourth grade or above. The fee includes the seminar, a book and refreshments.
Childcare is available.
Pre-registration is required by
March 15.
The church is located at 302 N.
Emerald Drive.
For more information, visit www.
tri-citychurch.com.

Church resource fair
set for SD seniors
SAN DIEGO — Greater Apostolic Faith Temple Church presents its
annual Seniors Resource Fair from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 23.
The event will include information on free house repairs and appliances, free telephones for the
disabled and hearing impaired,
free legal counseling and document preparation, and free testing
for high blood pressure and diabetes.
Participating agencies include Elder Help, Neighborhood House Association, SDG&E, Sempra Energy,
Sharp Hospice Care, Greenwood
Memorial park and Mortuary, Lorian Home Health Care, St. Paul’s
PACE, California Phones, Humana,
Disability Help Center and A Better
Solution.
The church is located at 138 28th
St.
For more information, send an
email to seniors@newgaftc.org or
call (619) 232-2718.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

THRU MAR 3

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT (cont.)

‘Pete ‘n Keely.’ Lamb’s Players Theatre
• (619) 437-6000, lambsplayers.org

Martins, The Hoppers, The Allen Family, Dr. David Jeremiah & more. Grand
Canyon University Arena, Phoenix, AZ
• southwestgospelmusicfestival.com,
(602) 639-8999

FEB 22 • FRIDAY
‘God’s Not Dead’ Tour, with Newsboys
& Building 429. 7pm, Calvary Chapel of
Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way, Oceanside • itickets.com
“The Weight of Glory: Music from Bach’s
B Minor Mass & Sacred Cantatas.”
7:30pm, The Village Church, 6225 Paseo
Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe, $25-50 •
1-800-838-3006 x1

FEB 23 • SATURDAY
Educator Job Fair, presented by the
Network of Int’l. Christian Schools.
Stoneybrooke Christian School, Mission
Viejo • nics.org

FEB 23-24 • SAT-SUN
Donald Miller & Storyline Conference. Point
Loma Nazarene University, 3900 Lomaland
Dr., San Diego • mystoryline.net

FEB 24 • SUNDAY
“Real Jazz” Series. 4pm, First Christian
Church of Oceanside, 204 S Freeman
St., Oceanside, $15 • (760) 722-8522,
fccoside.org
“A Night of Solos,” with San Diego
School of Creative & Performing Arts.
4pm, Lakeside Community Presbyterian
Church, 9909 Channel Rd., Lakeside •
(619) 443-1021
Rock & Worship Roadshow, with MercyMe, Jeremy Camp, Kutless, Family
Force 5 & more. 6pm, Citizens Business
Bank Arena, 400 E Ontario Center Pkwy.
Ontario, $10 • therockandworshiproadshow.com

FEB 25-26 • MON-TUE
Writer’s Symposium by the Sea, with Billy
Collins & Cathleen Falsani. Point Loma
Nazarene University, 3900 Lomaland
Dr., San Diego • pointloma.edu/writers

FEB 26 • TUESDAY
Christian Speed Dating 40’s-50’s.
8-9:30pm, CozyMel’s Mexican Restaurant, 4303 La Jolla Village Dr., San Diego,
$28 • (949) 229-3981, christianspeedmatch.com

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT
Southwest Gospel Music Festival,
The Booth Brothers, Legacy Five, The

www.christianexaminer.com

MAR 7 • THURSDAY

MAR 21 • THURSDAY

APR 4 • THURSDAY

Family Connections Christian Adoptions
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free •
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

Men With a Purpose, with Steve Kagarice.
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619)
222-3688

Family Connections Christian Adoptions
Information Session. 6-8pm, 3150 Pio
Pico Dr., Ste. 105, Carlsbad , free •
fcadoptions.org, (760) 730-9576

MAR 8 • FRIDAY

MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT

APR 6 • SATURDAY

Still Believe Tour with Kim Walker-Smith,
and Derek Johnson. 7pm, Civic Theatre,
1100 3rd Ave., San Diego • Jesusculture.com

“Walk thru the Bible,” an interactive seminar about the Old Testament. Fri 7-9:30pm
& Sat 9am-12pm, Tri-City Church, 302 N
Emerald Dr., Vista • tri-citychurch.com

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN

MAR 22-MAY 5

Creation Club Workshops for Kids (ages
3-12), “Are There Dinosaurs in the
Bible?” 10am, Creation & Earth History
Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, Santee • (619) 599-1104, creationsd.org

A Little Princess, presented by CYT. American Spirit Theater, 1868 E valley Pkwy,
Escondido, $12-15 • cytsandiego.org

‘Damien.’ Lamb’s Players Theatre •
(619) 437-6000, lambsplayers.org

FEB 28-MAR 3 • THU-SUN

MAR 9 • SATURDAY

Mike Hagen’s Strength Team Crusade.
Thu-Fri, Sun 7pm & Sat 7:45pm, Foothills
Christian Church, 365 W Bradley Ave., El
Cajon, free • (619) 442-7728

8th annual Daily Disciples “Power of
Friendship” conference, 9am-4pm.
Featuring Carol LeBeau, Bobbye Brooks,
Tonilee Adamson. Music by Deanna
Ramsay and Band, Sylvia and Billye from
Crimson Bridge. Point Loma Nazarene
University Brown Chapel • thepoweroffriendshipconference.com, www.dailydisciples.org, 1-800-992-0369

MAR 1 • FRIDAY
Arize in Christ, Prayer & Worship Night.
7pm, Chapel on 4th St., 320 Date St.,
San Diego • arizeinchrist.org

MAR 2 • SATURDAY
Relationship Conference, with Jeff &
Shaunti Feldhahn. 9am-1pm, Rock
Church, Point Loma Campus, San Diego,
$20-25 • sdrock.com
Creation Club Workshops for Kids (ages
3-12), “How Old is the Earth?.” 10am,
Creation & Ear th Histor y Museum,
10946 Woodside Ave. N, Santee • (619)
599-1104, creationsd.org
Straight Up Praise. 7pm, 10695 Treena
St., San Diego, free • (619) 954-2825,
straightuppraise.com

MAR 5 • TUESDAY
“Bridging the Gap,” information meeting
for faith leaders in dealing with domestic violence, 9am-12noon, San Diego
County Health & Human Service, 8965
Balboa Ave., San Diego. A project of the
San Diego Domestic Violence Council •
anita@acawebconsulting.com
MAR 6 • WEDNESDAY
Spring “Break:” Let’s Break the Cycle of
Homelessness, To benefit The San Diego
Rescue Mission. 6-8:30pm, Delicias
Restaurant, 6106 Paseo Delicias, Rancho Santa Fe, $100 • (619) 687-3720,
sdrescue.org
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive panel
of Christian therapists moderated by Dr.
Don Welch on “Best Parenting & Grandparenting Skills” with Roxanne Strauss
presenting, Dennis Estill & Erin Cragin.
6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330 Campo
Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000
Dr. Luauna Stines teaches on Book of
Revelation, thru March. 7pm, A Touch
From Above, 16145 Hwy 67, Ramona •
(760) 789-6207, atouchfromabove.org

Cal Thomas

Battle for the Troops Boxing Match.
11am-5pm, Rock Church, San Diego,
$15-50 • sdrock.com
San Diego Women’s Connection.
11:30am-1:30pm, Best Western Seven
Seas, 411 Hotel Circle S, San Diego,
$22 • (619) 670-3833, (619) 276-6972
Phil Danyew, in concert. 6pm The City
Church, 10802 Willow Ct., San Diego,
free • (858) 613-5263

MAR 10 • SUNDAY
Fred Benedetti, classical guitarist, in
concert. 4pm, Lakeside Community
Presbyterian Church, 9908 Channel Rd.,
Lakeside • (619) 607-2300
Bonhoeffer Tour, with Eric Metaxas. 7pm,
Shadow Mountain Community Church,
2100 Greenfield Dr., El Cajon, $10-29
• gotothehub.com

MAR 10-11 • SUN-MON
Lobby Day March, with Kenda Bartlett.
Sacramento, CA. Held by Concerned
Women for America of California •
c.director@california.cwfa.org

MAR 11 • MONDAY
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MAR 23 • SATURDAY
Crown Financial Ministry’s Journey to
Financial Freedom Seminar. 8:30am3:30pm, Chinese Community Church,
4998 Via Valarta, San Diego, $25/
person, $40/couple, $15/student •
(619) 286-8682
Seniors Resource Fair. 9am-1pm, Greater
Apostolic Faith Temple Church, 138 28th
St., San Diego, free • (619) 232-2718,
newgaftc.org
Easter Egg Hunt & Activities, ages 3-12.
9:30am-12pm, Reformation Lutheran
Church, 4670 Mt. Abernathy Ave., San
Diego, free • reformationsandiego.org,
(858) 279-3311

MAR 24 • SUNDAY
Hosanna! Musical Easter Celebration, with
worship leader Marshall Hall and the SMCC
choir and orchestra. 6pm, Shadow Mountain Community Church, 2100 Greenfield
Dr., El Cajon • (619) 590-1766

MAR 28 • THURSDAY
Professional Women’s Fellowship, luncheon. Featuring Dr. Marjorie Blanchard.
12-1:30pm. Handlery Hotel, 950 Hotel
Circle N., San Diego • pwfsd.org/meetings.php

MAR 29 • FRIDAY

MAR 13 • WEDNESDAY

MAR 30 • SATURDAY

“The Constitution and the Supreme Court,”
lecture. 2:30pm, Bailey Center, Mount
Miguel Covenant Village, 325 Kempton St.,
Spring Valley • (619) 479-4790

Easter Outreach Event. Harborside
Park on Oxford, Chula Vista. Hosted by
South Bay Christian Coalition Outreach
• sbcocoalition.org

MAR 14 • THURSDAY

Good Friday Service. 6pm, New Vintage
Church, 1300 S Juniper St., Escondido
• newvintagesd.org

Leadership training for “My Hope with
Billy Graham” campaign, 9am-12:15pm,
Clairemont Covenant Church, 5255
Mount Ararat Dr., San Diego • 1-877769-4673, myhopewithbillygraham.org

MAR 15 • FRIDAY
Irish Dance Program, presented by
the Rose-Ritchie Irish Dance Academy.
6:30pm, Mount Miguel Covenant Village,
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley, free •
(619) 479-4790
Acquire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,”
with Disciple, Rhema Soul & Mike
Guzzardo. Skyline Church, La Mesa •
acquirethefire.com, 1-888-909-3473

MAR 16-17 • SAT-SUN
A Little Princess, presented by CYT. American Spirit Theater, 1868 E valley Pkwy,
Escondido, $12-15 • cytsandiego.org

MAR 18 • MON
San Marcos-Vista Christian Women’s
Club Luncheon. 11:30am, Lake San
Marcos Country Club, 1750 San Pablo
Dr., San Marcos, $17 • (760) 432-0772,
(760) 471-7059
Concer t Pianist, Frederick Moyer.
2:30pm, Mount Miguel Covenant Village,
325 Kempton St., Spring Valley • (619)
479-4790
South Bay Christian Women’s Connection. 11:30am-1pm, Chula Vista Golf
Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd.,
Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628

Hawk Nelson, in concert. Calvary Chapel
Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way, Oceanside • tickets.com

APR 13 • SATURDAY
Faith and Fellowship Night at Petco Park
with the Padres vs. Rockies. Post-game
concert by King & Country • group sales
(619) 795-5010
Pacific Justice Institute 10th Annual Gala,
Celebration of Justice, with John Bolton.
5-9:30pm, Disney’s Grand Californian
Hotel, Anaheim • (714) 796-7151,
regonline.com/coj

APR 18 • THURSDAY
Professional Women’s Fellowship, breakfast meeting. 7:30-9am. Handlery Hotel,
950 Hotel Circle N., San Diego • pwfsd.
org/meetings.php
Men With a Purpose, with Ron Walters.
12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515
Hotel Circle, San Diego, $20 • (619)
222-3688

APR 19 • FRIDAY
Movie at Westview Park, community
outreach. 7-9pm, Westview Park, 11278
Westview Pkwy., San Diego, free. Hosted
by New Break • newbreak.org

APR 21 • SUNDAY
Triumphant Quartet in concert, 5pm,
El Cajon Wesleyan Church, 1500 E.
Lexington Ave., El Cajon. Love offering
• (619) 442-5941

APR 27 • SATURDAY

El Cajon Aglow. 6:30pm, First Lutheran
Church, 867 S Lincoln, El Cajon • (619)
440-2508

MAR 20 • WEDNESDAY
* i\ÊÈ£®Ênn£Ónx£ÊUÊ >\Ê>ÀJ>À>ÀÃ°V

APR 12 • FRIDAY

“Walk thru the Bible,” an interactive seminar on the Old Testament. Fri. 7-9:30pm,
Sat. 9am-12noon, Tri-City Church, 302
N. Emerald Dr., Vista, $15/$20 • tricitychurch.com

Good Friday Service, with Russ Miller.
6:30pm, Creation & Earth History Museum, 10946 Woodside Ave. N, Santee
• (619) 599-1104, creationsd.org

MAR 15-16 • FRI-SAT
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MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT

The City Harmonic, 5pm, New Venture
Christian Fellowship, 4000 Mystra Dr.,
Oceanside • newventure.org

MAR 31 • SUNDAY
th

Sunrise on the Shore, 24 annual Easter Sunrise Service with New Venture
Christian Fellowship, 7:30am, Oceanside
Amphitheater. Featuring Shawn Mitchell,
Lisa Welchel, Mark Larson, Carlos Oscar
• newventure.org
Easter EGGstravaganza. 9am, City View
Church, 8404 Phyllis Pl., San Diego •
(858) 560-1870

APR 3 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated
by Dr. Don Welch on “Getting Marital
Needs Met” with Lance Ahl presenting,
Erin Cragin & Roxanne Strauss. 6:458pm, Skyline Church, 11330 Campo
Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

Phil Wickham, 5pm, New Venture
Christian Fellowship, 4000 Mystra Dr.,
Oceanside • newventure.org
Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre, Irvine •
transparentproductions.com

MAY 2 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer • ndpsandiego.
org, nationaldayofprayer.org

MAY 10-11 • FRI-SAT
29th Annual Homeschooling Convention
& Expo, with Michael Farris, Greg Harris
& more. California Center for the Arts,
Escondido • cfssd.org

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, Laguna Seca, Monterey • spiritwestcoast.org

OCT 19-30
“Footsteps of Paul” Mediterranean
cruise with Bethel Seminary’s Dr. John
Lillis and Dr. Mark Strauss. Visiting Rome,
Greece, Turkey • (619) 325-5227

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Celebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome)
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714)
622-4002

MORE EVENTS online now at
• Future events for San Diego County not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle
Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual,
Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way,
and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

www.christianexaminer.com
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ACCOUNTING

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

— Advertising Sales —

Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

Calvin Christian School, a preschool through 12th
grade located in Escondido, seeks Director of Enrollment & Marketing. For further information, email
terrykok@calvinchristianescondido.org.

Dependable Caregivers

HELP WANTED

BOOKS

HOUSING RENT TO OWN

Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760)
598-8968. Nondenominational.

New condo R.S.F. Downtown hillcrest. 2 bedroom,
2 bath, two garage. Secure. (619) 260-1062.

Giant discount Christian book sale! www.jesuspeopleinfo.org.

When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry
to families needing help coping with homosexuality. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month,
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, City
View Church, 8404 Phyllis Place. (619) 426-9300.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Business Opportunity part-time. Need assistance
in my business. 10-15 hours per week. Potential
income $1000-2000 per month. Not a job. Call for
interview. (714) 838-0478.

COMMERCIAL SPACE
FOR RENT
Industrial space. Santee. 3,700 square feet.
$2,500/month. Steve (619) 972-0080.

DISC JOCKEYS
Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?
Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

Assisted Living At Home
Family owned since 2002
“Call today for help today”
619-421-1022
www.dependablecaregiver.com

GMD Company

PAINTING
s Quality Interior, Exterior Painting
s Residential / Commercial
s Waterblast Cleaning of Exteriors
s Bathroom / Kitchen Remodeling
s Cabinet Staining & Finishing
s Drywall & Texturing
s Acoustic Ceiling Removal
s Finish Carpentry
s Stucco / Wood Repair

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students.
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more
information and availability.

Gregory M. DeHart
Painting Contractor
General Contractor

ROOFING
Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover,
repair. Dennis Cook Roofing. Lic. # 545185. Call
(619) 443-1300.Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free
estimates. License #639961. 1-800-501-7663.

HEALTH & FITNESS

Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.Expert
Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before your
readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

THE POWER OF WELLNESS

Emanuel Home Remodeling. Kitchen, bathroom
remodeling. We install all kinds of tile, backsplashes,
fireplace, hardwood, counter slabs, cabinets, window, doors, drywall, texture, paint, plumbing. Free
estimates. Good references. Military and senior
discounts. (619) 261-1928, (619) 634-9359. Unlic.

s  &INEST .UTRACEUTICALS
from around the Globe
s $IETARY 3UPPLEMENT
s -ICRONIZED &ORMULA

FREE ESTIMATES

(619) 244-9380
John 3:3,16

Please email resumé to jobs@christianexaminer.com.

Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

Valley Center, country, quiet, clean. $595. Mature
professional, dog/approval. (760) 208-9953.

SERVICES

We are seeking an experienced and highly motivated
self-starter with strong communication and
organizational skills and proven sales skills. A working
knowledge and awareness of the Christian community
(business and ministry) throughout San Diego County
is very beneﬁcial.

SINGLES

ROOMS FOR RENT

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

This is a straight commission, work-from-home
opportunity (part-time or full-time). Immediate opening.

www.gmdcompany.com

Bonded/Insured
Lic #420564

Scripps Ranch room for rent. Private bath. Prefer
mature Christian. Kitchen privileges. No smoking,
no pets. Includes utilities. $600 plus deposit
(858) 578-0786

EDUCATION

The Christian Examiner is looking for a print
advertising salesperson. Primary responsibilities
include direct sales for our monthly newspapers and
our annual yellow-page Christian telephone directory
as well as occasional public relations opportunities.
Territory includes San Diego County, Orange County, LA
County and the Inland Empire.

TRAVEL

Come join our team!

Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for families, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center.
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-forproﬁt corporation, dedicated to the service of others.
Employment Opportunities
We are currently seeking energetic professionals with great communication
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:
■
■
■
■

Sharon Jahr
Life and Health Coach

619.917.9157
trevobuilder.com/SoCal

Painter (FT)
Server (PT)
Housekeeper (Per Diem)
Medical Tech (PT

■ Occupational Therapist (FT)
■ LVN Clinic Nurse Mgr (FT)
■ Maintenance Helper (PT)

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our missionoriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply.
To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, ser ving
DD population in East County, seeking reliable,
dedicated individuals to fill the following full time
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for
exceptional work. Residential program: Program
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportunities available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour.
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program:
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email
resume to pficareer@yahoo.com.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
1
Cost: 1-10 Words
6
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each 11
additional word
16
Deadline:
18th of prior month
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$7.25
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20

$8.50

21

22
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24

25

$9.75

26

27

28

29

30

$11.00

} $6
Subscription Order Form
$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly
to your home or place of business

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

months

Q San Diego County
Q Orange County

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name

Phone

Name

Address

Phone

City

State

Please classify under:
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Zip

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Q Inland Empire
Q Los Angeles County

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California
Minnesota
❑ San Diego Co.
❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul
❑ Inland Empire
On-line
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Internet
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you
would like to “link” to your email address or
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per
month to your total cost.]

Address
City

State

Zip

Q Check/M.O. Enclosed
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021

Q Charge My Credit Card

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.
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VICTIMS…
Continued from page 1
victims.
“I was fortunate to be arrested,”
she said. “That was a wake-up call
for me.”
After realizing that she would
have benefited from post-trafficking support, Munsey approached
church leaders at Harbor Presbyterian, which was considering a ministry to those impacted by the degrading practice of defiling women
and children for sex.
“There just wasn’t anything available to help women at that time
(when she came out), and to find
out that there still wasn’t anything
to help women really prompted me
to move forward with this,” she said.
Church leaders gave her their
blessing, allowing Generate Hope
to operate under their umbrella.
The ministry provides housing,
training, therapy, counseling and
job skills training.
Because of her own experience
and the large number of Christian
ministries already reaching the international community, Munsey
said her heart was to focus on San

DILS

www.christianexaminer.com

Diego.
“That’s a big piece of it,” she said.
“There are a lot of organizations
that are already operating overseas.
I think it’s really important that we
start at home. It’s already happening in our own backyard. San Diego
is one of the top eight cities in our
nation for child prostitution, and
there was no program available at
all for women should they be able
to get out of the ‘game’ or ‘life,’ as
they call it.”
Three years after its church
launch, Generate Hope filed for
nonprofit status and now operates
as a stand-alone ministry.
Today, the program operates a
large home in Bonita, which was
renovated to accommodate classrooms, counseling offices and
sleeping quarters for up to six women. A small two-bedroom apartment on-site provides transitional
housing for clients getting ready to
move out on their own.
In addition to housing, the program provides food, clothing, all
basic necessities, rehabilitation programs, educational training and
counseling.
“We provide for their psychological needs because there is quite a

s
s
s
s

2OOlNG
3IDING
7INDOWS
3OLAR %LECTRIC

ROOFING & EXTERIORS

Generate Hope: An overview of a ministry to victims of sex trafficking
Because of the nature of human trafficking, the recovery
process is often long and complicated. As part of its vision for
serving victims of the sex industry,
Generate Hope’s founder, Susan
Munsey, said they offer a wide variety of services.
The vulnerable
Munsey said education must play a
major role in curbing human trafficking, including the public perception
that American sex trafficking only
involves immigrants.
“I think it’s really important to
realize that the average age of entry is 12 to 14 and to know that
this can happen really to anybody.
We see a lot of young women who
have been homeless or in the foster care system or in some way
particularly vulnerable, but we’ve
also seen women from what looks
like a fairly typical household,
and maybe the parents were pretty busy and weren’t there in all of
the ways that they needed to be
for their daughters or they missed
something. I think it’s important
to know that this is happening in
our country, in our backyard, with
our children.”

All Types of Rooﬁng,
Repairs, Re-Rooﬁng
Power Washing

s (/.%349
s #2!&43-!.3()0
s 15!,)49 3%26)#%

Serving all of San Diego County

FREE ESTIMATES

1-800-501-7663 (ROOF)
www.dilsrooﬁng.com
Senior Citizen Discounts
FULL LIABILITY INSURED

LIC.#639961

Referrals
Women seeking assistance
are referred to Generate Hope

The need
Generate Hope receives about
bit of trauma involved in being trafficked, as you can imagine,” she
said. “Most of the girls also have a
history of child sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, which
has to be healed as well.”

3 GENERATIONS OF FAMILY ROOFING
Residential & Commercial Specialist

a dozen calls a month seeking
recovery assistance related to human trafficking.
“We obviously have to turn
some people away, so we try to
find places for them elsewhere,”
Munsey said. “If a woman has a
place to stay, she can definitely
participate in the program.”
The ministry is also expected
to open a second facility in a few
weeks that will house minor girls.
The first of two buildings on the
site is furnished and is waiting on
final county approval. When it
opens in the next few weeks, it will
house four girls, with a maximum
of six tenants.
“Right now there is not a program for minors in San Diego,
so what happens is they just end
up going to juvenile hall. Then,
of course, they are treated like
criminals instead of survivors or
victims.”
While the first of two buildings
will soon be operational, the second building, a converted barn, is
still in need of roofing, plumbing,
electrical work and dry wall. Additional skilled workers are needed
to complete the project.

Looking north
In developing the program,
Munsey said she tapped into the
resources of Servants Anonymous,
a faith-based model created more
than two decades ago in Canada.
“They had everything in place for
replication,” Munsey said. “We took
their model and adjusted it to fit
our needs. Three years ago we decided that it was time to step out of
the boat, and so we opened our first
house in La Mesa.”
That house was eventually sold to acquire the Bonita property. The ministry
is also a few weeks away from opening
a new house in Pauma Valley that will
accommodate minor girls, one of only
a few in the nation.
The ministry is funded through
donations from churches and individuals, as well as a few grants.
About a dozen churches are regular contributors of either funding
or volunteers.
“The main thing is it’s people
who care,” she said. “We’ve really
had a fantastic response from the
church. I see the church as taking
a lead role with this. I’m really impressed. Across the nation we are
really seeing that as well.”
A sensitive topic
A frequent speaker on human
trafficking, Munsey said it’s not
uncommon for people to become

skittish when she shares about the
seedy side of the sex trade.
“About half the people will turn
away in essence,” she said. “It’s not
what they want to look at. It’s ugly.
It’s not something they want to talk
about or really hear about it. The
other half of the group is shocked
enough that they want to do something about it.”
Because of the complexities that
come with trafficking, the longterm ministry lasts for years, instead of the more traditional yearlong programs offered for those
struggling with substance abuse or
homelessness.
“There is a lot of healing that
has to be done,” Munsey said. “You
think about the trauma from their
childhood. Child sexual abuse is
like a training ground for trafficking in a sense that they learn that
they don’t have a right to their bodies. They don’t have the right to say
no, or, if they want something that
looks like love, they have to give
their bodies up.
“We are talking about women that
have been homeless, women who
have lost a parent or had substance
abusing parents, absent parents in
some way or another. There’s a lot
of trauma that happens before they
are trafficked, very typically, that
leaves them vulnerable to the traffickers.”
Munsey said their first client is
just now preparing to move into
her own subsidized apartment after taking an English as a Second
Language course, working on her
high school diploma and working a
steady job at Starbucks.

through law enforcement, social
services agencies and family members. Some women seek help on
their own. “The officers work with
the women to try to help them get
them out of the life,” Munsey said.
“They call it ‘the life’, but it’ really
death. So it’s ironic.”
Future goals
Munsey would like to open
another home for women with
children, saying to her knowledge
there are only four such programs
in the nation.
“That’s another population
that’s unserved,” she said. “We’ll
see what God has in store for us.”
Safety
The locations of the Generate
Hope homes are kept confidential to protect the women, although Munsey said it’s unlikely
former pimps will try to track
down the women.
“The sad fact is that it’s easier
for him, for a trafficker, to go
downtown and get a new girl who
is homeless or vulnerable in some
way than it is to deal with somebody who is giving them trouble,”
she said. “They are bullies. They
want to pick on people, and they
are really not wanting to deal with
responsible adults.”
“We are very excited to see her
getting ready to launch out on her
own, although it is sad,” the therapist said.
Treasures and blessings
Witnessing the development of
the women as they heal has become
a treasured blessing to Munsey.
“I think in working with the women—and seeing them with their
growth, with their changes, with
becoming the women they were
always meant to be—it’s exciting,”
she said. “Sometimes that’s just a
milestone like sleeping through the
night, beginning to feel safe, doing
well with their math or English,
progressing with their therapy.”
As more and more women begin
to share their stories, Munsey said
she’s hopeful the blame game will
cease and compassion will rise up
in the vacuum left behind.
“Nobody sells their body because
they just decided one day I want to
grow up and be a prostitute,” she
said. “They are tricked, they are
lured. There is always force, fraud
and coercion involved. It may be
more of a psychological chain than
a physical chain, but I call it all human trafficking.”
In the midst of it all, though, Munsey
has found hope that she desperately
wants to share with others.
“God has been healing my self,
and I think that was all part of
God’s path leading me to the place
I am at now,” she said. “He doesn’t
waste anything.”
For more information, visit www.
generatehope.org.

Luxurious 11-day Cruise
Oct. 22 to Nov. 2, 2013
Departing from Ensenada, Mexico
(with option to depart from San Diego)
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COALITION…
Continued from page 1
overlooked. Faith is really absent in that
approach to healing and prevention.”
Anita Anderson agreed, saying
she could have benefited from more
resources from the church after she
walked away from an abusive relationship.
“I left,” she said. “I was homeless. I
had no job. My arm was broken from
the abuser. I was suffering from PTSD,
and when I went to the church they
didn’t quite know what to do with me.
That’s why I have this passion to create
this ministry. Basically, most churches
are set up with benevolence that helps
people who are working but they are
having a hard time. When you have a
woman or a man who is coming out of
domestic violence, who has suffered
physical trauma, it’s a whole different
ball of wax.”
Experience put to action
Anderson is now working with the
pastors at North Coast Church to
develop a domestic violence ministry

SD

there.
“It’s a cause, a ministry that I have
been called into, and that comes from
personal experience,” she said.
It was through Anderson’s preparation work for her church ministry that
she discovered the Domestic Violence
Council and its faith leadership committee, which is sponsoring the March
event and another training session
planned for sometime in May.
“I was so excited because what I am
doing or seeking to do at North Coast is
now a countywide possibility,” she said.
“This was already in the works, which
signifies to me that God is at work. So
He’s not only laying it on my heart but
on the hearts of others.”
Anderson said she’s looking forward
to opening up the dialogue for church
leaders so that they will understand the
need to train their staffs to recognize
signs of abuse and the myriad of services
survivors need to heal.
“Basically have them become the
spiritual avenue that (survivors) can go
to because currently most people won’t
even go to their churches,” she said.
“They are afraid to go. … It’s however
we can get into the churches so that

people are made aware that domestic
violence is on the rise. It’s an epidemic,
and it’s happening in churches.
“If the churches can pitch in, it will
alleviate a lot of the burdens that are
on the government agencies.”
True healing
While the government agencies
can provide basic assistance, it is only
churches that offer the healing salve
of grace, Anderson said.
“Jesus was my miracle coming out of
abuse,” she added. “He has built me up
from a broken jar into more of who
He planned for me to be. He can take
broken women and rebuild them into
magnificent masterpieces. I love my life
now. If I hadn’t endured and come out
of that abuse I would not be who I am
today. If He did that with me, I’m not
the exception. There’s no way. He can
do that over and over and over again.”
To register for the event, visit
www.surveymonkey.com/s/JQ7XCXC or send an email to anita@
acawebconsulting.com. The health
and human services offices are
located at 8965 Balboa Ave.

Annual National Day of Prayer approaches
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — San Diego churches
and organizations have just a matter of
weeks to finalize their preparations for
the 62nd annual National Day of Prayer,
which is set for May 2. This year’s theme
is “Pray for America.”
“To me, it’s really important,” said
Anne Subia, the Southern California
coordinator for the National Day of
Prayer Task Force. “There has never
been a time when America has needed
more prayer, needed it in more areas.
I mean we need it for so many different things.”
Subia said she anticipates that
various groups and organizations will
host about 300 events in her region,
which covers San Diego, Imperial, Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San
Bernardino Counties.
“It sounds impressive to say we have
maybe 300 events, or something like
that,” she said. “But we’re talking about
20 million people. That’s just a drop in
the bucket. We need a lot more people
to be praying.”
According to the national task force’s
estimates, there is one church for every
1,000 people in the United States. With
an estimated 20 million people living
in the Southern California region,
Subia said there are probably 20,000

churches. Subia posts all of the events
that she is made aware of on a local
website. The information on those
events should be posted in the next
week or so.
“It’s early, but certainly we know our
nation is in desperate need of prayer,”
she said. “Getting people in February
to think about May is like pulling teeth.
Most people are running just to keep
up with today.”
The event goal she’s set for San
Diego is 60.
As coordinator, Subia said her job is
to provide resources for those wishing
to host events. For instance, she’s been
meeting with local worship leaders to
develop specialized songs.
“My particular challenge is that
our area is becoming more and more
ethnic, and the national (office) just
doesn’t have the staff, resources, to
come up with the ethnic tools,” she
said. “I’m scrounging around to try to
find ethnic resources locally.”
A noticeable trend this year is combining the prayer efforts with fasting.
“Fasting is becoming more and more
a part of it,” she said.
To help local groups plan their
events, Subia has developed an
11-point prayer suggestion list
based on the acronym Pray America: protection of life; religious free-

dom and the church; the armed
forces; youth and the future; academia and truth; marriage and the
family; economy and jobs; revival
info and communication; constitution and government; and arts and
entertainment.
Subia said the types of events that
are hosted in conjunction with NDP
are just as diverse as the county itself.
“The challenges for many groups,
churches, organizations is the financial resources are stretched at
many of them, but we also have
other people jumping on board,
understanding that it doesn’t have
to be a big, elaborate event,” she
said. “It can be a small group. It
can be in a boardroom, in an office. There’s going to be some at
schools. There’s going to be some
at government buildings, parks,
mountaintops. Some are very short
durations like lunch, some all day
long.
“There are all kinds of different
places, which I think is fun. From
a pier on the beach to Mount Soledad to Mount Helix, to parks and
businesses and schools, prayer
walks in communities.”
For more information, visit www.
ndpsandiego.org.
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How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.
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