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La Mesa church
adopts Julian camp
for abused children
By Lori Arnold
JULIAN — With a high in the
40s the Julian temperature was no
where nearly as cold as the North
Pole but, then again, San Diego
elves are used to more temperate
conditions.
So, bundled up in their seasonal jackets, hats and gloves, a team
of 50 or so people from Legacy
Church in La Mesa headed to the
mountain enclave of Julian on Dec.
10 to bring forth presents of time,
talent and heart as they showered
Camp Julian Oaks with Christian

love.
“They were happy to be there,
and it was cold,” said Curt Gruber, lead pastor of the 300-member church. “We’ve adopted them.
Our church has just come to adore
Camp Julian Oaks and the ministry
they are a part of.”
While the work party came before Christmas, it was hardly a onetime deal.
Gruber said his church was looking for a ministry to bless about
three years ago when one of the
See CAMP, page 6

Volunteers sort through pallets of products being distributed to residents attending the annual San Diego Lowrider
Gospel Fest. Planning for this year’s fall event is already under way.

Lowriding the High Road
Former gang leader reaches out to Mid City
community through Lowrider Gospel Fest
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — A gang leader
who enjoyed selling drugs as
much as using them, Cisco Mendez might as well have had frequent flier bonus points for his
jailhouse staycations. Since the
age of 12, Mendez spent most of
his life in and out of prison as he
fed a violent childhood—his father taking his own life after two

unsuccessful tries at killing the
young boy—with more violence
and substance abuse.
“When I got out I didn’t have
nobody or nothing,” Mendez said
of his release three years ago.
“Up to this day I still don’t have
much.”
It was probably no surprise to
anyone then when Mendez ended
up back inside the Mid City Division of the San Diego Police De-

partment. This time, though, he
walked through the front doors
uncuffed.
A jailhouse conversion changed
his heart in a way street cred and
drugs could not. While housed
at a county jail awaiting transfer,
another inmate asked Mendez if
he was a Christian and if he knew
Jesus. Mendez said he did.
See LOWRIDERS, page 2
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Volunteers from Legacy Church in La Mesa paint one of the facilities at Camp
Julian Oaks, a retreat center for abused children. The church has an ongoing
partnership with the camp in which its members donate time and resources to
maintain and improve the camp.

Board with history
Southern California couple creates Constitution game as learning tool
By Lori Arnold
TEMECULA — Dave and Pam
Barret spent the better part of a
year plopping Post-It Notes on their
bedroom wall as the multi-colored
squares came to symbolize their
great passion and love.
No, the Barrets are not newlyweds—far from it. Married 33 years,
they are the parents of five collegeeducated children. Although still
in love and passionate about each
other, the Post-Its represented another great infatuation: their affection for the U.S. Constitution.
The couple, both educators, used
the popular office supply to help
cultivate questions and answers for
“Constitution Quest,” their new
board game.
“Literacy has always been our
passion,” said Pam Barret, a former

National Right to Read Foundation
Teacher of the Year who is now a
teacher-training consultant. “It’s
now spilling over to constitutional
literacy.
“We’ve always created games to
help our students learn. Games are
engaging.”
The homemade games proved
to be especially helpful to her husband Dave, who is a high school
special education teacher.
“It’s amazing how much people
don’t understand,” she said about
one of America’s most defining
documents. “It’s the most precious
document because it preserves our
heritage in this nation.”
Her assessment appeared to be
backed up by the January 2011 results of the annual Intercollegiate
Studies Institute’s civics test. The
test randomly surveys more than

Creators of the Constitution Quest game took care to be sure the game board
reflected the classic tones of the 18th century. The game is designed to educate
youth and adults on the U.S. Constitution.

30,000 Americans, most of them
college educated. The survey also
included 165 respondents who indicated they had been “successfully
elected to government office at
least once in their life.”
The survey project, launched
six years ago, asks 33 basic civics
questions—10 related to the U.S.
Constitution—and includes some
culled from the national Citizenship Exam.
The 2011 survey showed that the
average score on the test was just 49
percent, while the elected officials
fared even worse with an average
score of 44 percent.
Among some of the findings
were:
• Only 49 percent of elected officials could name all three branches
See GAME, page 8
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whole community of City Heights.”
Mendez said the police’s backing
provided a vital link in pushing forward with an unproven event coordinated by an ex-con.
“It’s like He was saying, ‘I’m giving these guys credibility.’ He already knew people were going to
be talking about it (Mendez’s background).”

LOWRIDERS…
Continued from page 1
“I know Jesus,” Mendez told the
man. “I see him hanging up outside
the churches.”
The inmate kept pressing in.
“That’s not Jesus,” he said. “Jesus
is alive. Jesus is alive.”
Quite literally a captive audience,
Mendez listened to the man until
the stranger was transferred to another facility. Mendez was left with
only the echo of the inmate’s words
and the Bible he left in his cell.
“I kept reading it, reading it,
reading it. Then on the third day
it was like a shot of cocaine,” he
said of his conversion experience.
“I thank God and now God put this
on me.”
“This” is a heart to minister in the
same streets he once trolled for evil.
The vessel is the San Diego Lowrider Gospel Fest, an event held each
fall. Planning for the 2012 event
will begin in a few weeks.
The concept, Mendez said, came
in the form of a dream in which
God issued a clear mandate to him
to use lowriders to reach his community.

Cisco Mendez, right, takes to the stage at last year’s San Diego Lowrider Gospel
Fest. Planning is already getting under way for this fall’s event. In the meantime,
Mendez is ministering to the community as needs arise.

“This is what you are going to do
for me,” he recalled God telling
him.
So Mendez walked from the garage where he was living to the Mid
City police division. He asked to
speak to someone about his plan
and was surprised by the response.
“We’ve been waiting for this,”
one of the officers told Mendez.

By the time he left the station, he
had a planning meeting set for the
next day and a ride home.
“That was the first time I rode in
the police car legally,” the former
gang member said.
“God has given us the San Diego
Police Department to collaborate.
That in itself is a miracle, plus the
seed the Lord is planting in the

In only a few memorable hours,
understand, like never before, 4,000
years of life-changing Godly wisdom.

For more Information to bring this seminar to your church or school
in San Diego County, call Bruce Fox at (619) 442-2993

God’s provision
Since the first event three years
ago, a variety of community leaders, residents and churches have
rallied to provide support for the
event, which includes free food, entertainment, access to community
resources and food and clothing
distribution.
“The first one, it was a bomb,” he
said. “We didn’t have a budget, we
didn’t have an office and we didn’t
have a penny, but God provided,
and it was awesome.
“He’s doing what He’s been doing from the beginning of time,
and that is touching the lives of
people.”
Car clubs from throughout the
San Diego region, across the state
and into Arizona also participate.
“When they come to GospelFest
the Lord is ministering to them,”
he said. “They are used to car shows
where women are walking around
half naked.”
The success has prompted officials from other San Diego neighborhoods to approach Mendez
about providing a similar event in
their communities. Mendez said
he’s carefully praying before moving forward.
But in the meantime, weekly planning meetings will begin shortly as
a variety of teams tackle the massive
logistics needed to provide a safe
environment for the community.
Volunteers are welcome, but Mendez admits he keeps a tight rein on
the workers, requiring everyone to
undergo specialized training that
emphasizes a spirit of humility and
an authentic heart of service.
Retraining the servants
Because of the suspicious, streetwise culture of those he’s trying
to reach, Mendez said traditional
church approaches don’t generally
work. Several times local groups
have emerged trying to thrust their
ideas into the mix without a clear
understanding of those Mendez is
trying to serve.
“Not once did they ask me what
I needed,” he said. “The people we

are trying to reach are tired. They
are tired of the systematic stuff.
They want to feel that tangible love
within you.”
He admits challenging pastors
who have popped in to training
meetings, sometimes, he said, waving their credentials. Such was the
case of a pastor who had been to
Africa to preach.
“I told him with all due respect
pastor, I need help cleaning the
bathrooms,” Mendez said he responded. “Jesus gave us the prime
example by washing the feet of the
disciples.
“I was really hard and raw with
the pastors. I told them I’m not
here to play games, I’m not here
to play politics and I’m not here
to play church. I’m here with the
heart of the gospel and I’m here to
hit it raw like Christ did.”
Others, he said, don’t seem to
comprehend the gritty, 24-hour-nature of ministering on the streets.
“Sometimes I can’t get pastors on the
phone,” he said. “Most of the killing,
drive-by shootings, overdoses—and
most of the rapes—happen after 5
p.m., after the pastors turn off their
cell phones and go home.”
Privileged to serve
It’s in those moments where
Mendez seems to shine. When he’s
not working on event details, he’s
answering calls from his “homeboys.” Despite having only a used
bicycle he found abandoned in a
canyon, Mendez arranges to meet
gang members as they are released from jail. He helps to place
people into rehab. He kneels with
them and prays, whether park playgrounds, asphalt or concrete.
Everything he’s ever needed in
the ministry the Lord has provided,
including people with website and
social networking skills. Mendez,
who shares a small apartment with
a roommate, does not own a computer.
“I’m overwhelmed with what
God is doing,” the former inmate
said. “I’m a simple man.”
A simple man passionate about a
simple message.
“He’s giving you the privilege of
serving His people,” Mendez said.
“Our heart is that as we do the
ministry out there they (recipients)
would see themselves as God sees
them, as a trophy, as a gem.”
For more information, visit www.
thesandiegolowridergospelfest.
com.
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SDCC capital campaign
begins to gain momentum
College seeks funding for move to Santee
By Lori Arnold
EL CAJON — San Diego Christian College, armed with $3 million from two family foundations, is
stepping up its capital campaign to
move its campus to Santee.
“Now we are starting to pick up
the small gifts through the campaign,” said Dr. Paul Ague, president of the El Cajon liberal arts
college. “They understand that
impacting 18- to 20-year-olds is very
important in how we influence the
world for Christ.”
The two gifts, one for $2 million
received a year ago and a $1 million
donation received in late fall, has
helped propel the giving campaign
to the 20 percent to 25 percent level, Ague said. The donors made the
gifts privately.
Founded 40 years ago as a ministry of Shadow Mountain Community Church, the 500-student college
has shared facilities on a 30-acre
campus not only with the church,
but also with Christian Unified
Schools’ private elementary, junior
high and high schools. Joint use of
classrooms, meeting space, performance venues and recreational facilities has also limited the college’s
outreach and expansion, the president said.
Ague said both the Greenfield
Drive church and school are growing, as is a Southern California
seminary, which is located across
the street. So is the college, which
is logging enrollment increases of
about 10 percent annually. Figures

provided by the college show that
SDCC’s total enrollment has increased by 54 percent since 2008.
Its student body represents 21
states and 13 countries.”
“This is a great campus,” Ague
said. “We love the relationships we
have with the people here.”
But the college president believes the relocation will help the
college grow even more.
New opportunities
The new location, in the heart of
Santee’s RiverView development,
offers tremendous opportunities
for the college, Ague said. As a result, the college board of trustees
has signed a letter of intent to purchase the site as new campus for
the college.
RiverView is a master-planned,
mixed-use development designed
to accommodate technology, research and development, professional offices, housing and recreational facilities.
The site, which sits north of
the Santee Trolley Square Town
Center shopping center and east
of Cuyamaca Street, features five
buildings, most unoccupied. According to the college’s capital
plan, the structures will be renovated to house classrooms, music
practice studios, computer labs, offices and a library. Total cost for the
55,000 square feet of space, including furnishings, fixtures, technology infrastructure and transition expenses is estimated to be between
$10 million and $12 million.

Discover the World right at home!
International Student
Exchange, ISE, is looking for
Host Families in your area.

An artist rendering shows how San Diego Christian College’s name will look at the site of its new home in Santee. The
college is now in the midst of a capital campaign to purchase and renovate five buildings north of the city’s town center.

Future phases will include student housing, dining facilities,
events center and additional classrooms and offices. The events center, which will serve as the campus
chapel, would be available to the
community for summer sports
camps and other year-round recreational and cultural events.
“Right now our focus is to get
there and begin to grow from
there,” the executive said.
The site’s location to the trolley
line and the city’s retail and dining
establishments makes it a perfect
location for students. A 55-acre
community park, including ball
fields and a YMCA, also offers a
wide range of physical activities for
students and staff.
“We have talked to the retail
community,” he said. “They are excited about an instant population.
We are excited from the partner-

ship level.”
The regionally accredited Christian liberal arts college offers Bachelor of Arts and Science degrees
in 15 areas of study, plus degree
completion programs for working
adults through its adult and professional studies department and a
teacher credential program.
In addition to providing additional revenue streams to nearby
businesses, Ague said the college
participates in annual service projects, which will benefit the city. The
site is also a five-minute drive to
Gillespie Field, where the college’s
aviation students currently receive
flight training.
The earliest projection date to
relocate would be the fall of 2013.
Ague said the first time he saw
the Santee site was by accident. Still
new to the community after coming
to the college in 2007, he got lost

ISE is a nonproﬁt organization promoting global awareness since 1982

For more information on the
capital campaign, visit www.sdcc.
edu and click on the Advancing the
Future link.
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on his way to an appointment.
“I thought this would be a beautiful college campus, then forgot
about it,” he said.
A year later a board member suggested the site for the college’s new
home.
“We said, ‘God what is it that you
would have us to do?’ and we’ve
been walking around through open
doors,” said Ague.
He said he’s pleased with the
pace of the fundraising, especially
in light of the nation’s tight economy and SDCC’s limited fundraising
experience.
“It says a lot about our momentum and what God has for us,” he
said. “We are all in now.”
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New Year brings challenges; set priorities on the big things
Didn’t we just do this? Another
year wraps up way too quickly and
now our calendars are handy as
we’re ready to take on the New
Year. We have a clean slate and a
strengthened resolve to do lots
of things differently this time
around—so we tell ourselves.
But the beat goes on. Resolutions
fall away too fast and schedules
overtake the best-laid plans.
So what now, what next? Time flies
and plans fade. In what will feel
like a moment, we’ll soon be dragging out those Christmas decorations again (the ones you may be
storing about now). Life can be a
blur, but we have to pay attention.
There’s so much on the line. Sincethis is an election year, we may live
in a dramatically altered America
in 12 months, depending on the
outcome and our involvement. So
what should we do with the time
God gives us?
First, it’s important to take a few
things off our to-do lists by identifying those things that are out of our
control. It’s a seemingly endless
parade of “stuff,” including politics
and natural and man-made disasters. The planner should be full of
items that are workable, not overwhelming. Pray and hand over the
giant issues to God.
I don’t mean that the political
realm is necessarily out of our circle of influence, like floods and as-

sorted weather mayhem. Our need
to be involved in politics is more essential than ever. Still, some aspects
of the governmental world move
as slowly as glaciers, so it’s crucial
to pick the right battles, knowing
everything cannot be “fixed” at
once… or easily. Patience matters,
too.
Disaster and politics
On the disaster front, we cannot
predict those that are natural (what
the world loves to refer to as “acts
of God”). We can prepare for them,
planning how to respond, but it’s
impossible to, for example, stop
earthquakes or wildfires entirely.
Not that some politicians don’t
try to promise such things. In 2008
some voters assumed electing their
candidate for president would
bring down the earth’s temperature
and sea levels and cause evil doers
around the world to realize how
swell we are. Well, not so much.
Political types do know how to
create a variety of disasters, too, and
some of them can be controlled
or eliminated by electing other
people. It does take time though,
and one election never solves everything.
Then there’s this: With all of the
reports of where America is no longer leading the world in a turbulent
global economy, there’s one place
where we still excel: Bureaucrats.

They are all energized and ready to tell
us what we can and
cannot do, and try to
talk us (or force us)
into thinking they’re
“helping” us. To be
positive, I suppose
that’s “job creation.”

back together and allowing liberty to again
flourish? I want to believe there’s real hope
ahead.

Beware apathy
Another risk: Too
many of us just don’t
pay attention to curOngoing regulation
rent events and what’s
Mark Larson
I have lost count of
happening to our freehow many laws and
dom. More Americans
other regulations are going into don’t sense the gravity of put-off
full effect this month and especially problems and “solutions” ready
next year, in 2013. There’s enormous to have impact, nor do they care.
deficits, nationalized healthcare (Beware: Apathy leads to paralysis and
(aka “ObamaCare”), the “Bush loss of people power). There are also
Tax Cuts” expiration, automatically more citizens dependent on our
triggered defense cuts due to the government than ever, making mil“Super” Committee’s being not so lions unlikely to want to make the
super, and much more.
best choices on Election Day, fearThe food police are standing by ing their actions will interrupt their
to take that fast food sandwich out government checks.
of your mouth and make you eat
Yet do not be discouraged. Plenty
sprouts. The Environmental Pro- of people “get it” and are ready
tection Agency is seemingly out of to be involved on every level. Parcontrol, and there’s no shortage of ticipation in politics is essential and
folks who want to tell us why some does help to change things for the
microscopic gnat in a “vernal pool” better. In our form of government,
(aka a “swamp” or “puddle”) is it’s We the People who are in charge
more important than the life of an (under God). And as it’s often
unborn child.
been said, “Remember we are voting
Please tell me that someone in for president... not for Savior”. With
Washington, D.C., has a checklist everything on the Nation’s platter
of all the messes ready to hit the (and hiding in the storage closets)
fan in January ’13. Where do they this is not the year to opt out of the
start cleaning up, putting things process and stay home because a

“perfect candidate” is not running.
Of course the nation’s power centers are filled with experts and analysts who enjoy trying to make noninvolvement the norm, cranking up
the news to a point where people
just simply give up. This year is too
important to let that happen.
Thoughtful response
Every New Year also holds personal and family challenges as well.
There’s the good and the bad
and occasional situations that can
be all-consuming. But like everything else in life, it should not be
only about events and circumstances. How we react, how we respond
to everything around us makes all
the difference in the world.
It seems to me that the best way to
handle all that lies ahead in 2012 is
to recall how God is still in charge,
more powerful than any calamity
or elected official. He created the
universe, gave us the ability to live
each day to the fullest, being on
his action team and not just feeling
content as a spectator … loving and
keeping us through life’s journey.
Larson is a veteran Southern California radio/television personality
and media consultant. He can be
heard daily in San Diego on KCBQ
1170AM from 6 to 9 a.m., and on
KPRZ 1210AM from 2 to 4 p.m. Email: mark@marklarson.com.

‘Gender identification’ next major push in California schools
As we look toward this
there. It will spread
new year, it has become
throughout the naclear that after years of
tion and have disasstrategic maneuvering
trous consequences
enemies of faith and
on the innocent.
family have gained an
Boasting a memunprecedented strongbership of 325,000
hold within the public
teachers, the CTA
school system through
has allied itself with
unconscionable legislaradical
organization and domination of
tions
promoting
the California Teachers
“gay, lesbian, bisexRobert Tyler
Association.
ual, transgendered
“Gender liberation” will likely and questioning” issues. Although
be the new vogue term used to many of the teachers within the
describe the tidal wave that is fast membership of the CTA are solid
approaching the shores of the Cali- Christians or persons of character
fornia public school system. And who are opposed to the agenda curyou can be sure that it won’t stop rently being fostered by the CTA,
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You cannot know the gender
or sex of someone by
their physical body, voice,
appearance or mannerisms.
California Teachers Association
they appear to have no voice within
the union.
In fact, the CTA is actively litigating
against us in the case we filed on behalf
of Southern California student Chad
Farnan. They are defending a teacher’s
actions in the federal lawsuit we filed
asserting that the teacher’s repeated
anti-Christian remarks, made throughout the semester, constitute unlawful
government hostility toward religion.
The CTA is promoting drastic
causes that are contrary to the moral values taught in homes across
California and the nation. California families have placed their trust
in the public school system. Unfortunately, however, many of the
public servants educating our kids
have an alternative agenda that is
contrary to the fundamental purpose of teaching our kids reading,
writing and arithmetic.
We have been actively opposing the leftist influences within
our public school system for many
years. In the past few months, however, we have been appalled by the
exponential rate at which our public schools have become a haven for
social experimentation and moral
ambiguity.
Just recently, we received conference literature that was distributed
to public school teachers attending a California Teachers Association conference entitled “Pride in
Education—Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender Conference.”
Conference presenters and pro-

gram materials propagated the
idea of “gender liberation.” In
other words, male-female distinctions must be eliminated in order
to “liberate” children from unnecessary “stereotypes.” This is not a
movement seeking “equal rights,”
but a movement seeking to obliterate our God-given distinctions between male and female. It appears
that this powerful group of leaders
within the CTA wants to brainwash
children into believing that gender
neutrality is ideal for society. The
conference literature included this
instruction on “gender etiquette”:
• Please do not assume anyone’s gender, even people you may have met
in the past. A person’s external appearance may not match their internal gender identity.
• You cannot know the gender or sex
of someone by their physical body,
voice, appearance or mannerisms.
• Pay attention to a person’s purposeful gender expression. We consider
it polite to ask: “What pronoun do
you prefer?” or “How do you identify?” before using pronouns or gendered words for anyone.
• One way of acknowledging the
needs of all people is to designate
restrooms as gender neutral.
• Respectful allies, who learn from
and with everyone and then educate others, are important for successful gender liberation.
• Each of us can decide for ourselves
in which bathroom we belong.

This is the CTA’s vision for our
public schools, and we must fight
to expose and challenge this agenda. How will our children be allowed to learn and grow in a safe
environment when something as
fundamental as gender is being redefined?
The circumstances are so significant that we are in the midst of
preparing a booklet to expose this
propaganda titled “HIGHJACKED:
K-12.” The booklet will help to educate parents, grandparents and other concerned citizens and prepare
them to counteract this anti-family
initiative, “gender liberation.” We
will inform parents of numerous
other concerns threatening their
children as well, including laws
that allow schools to take children
off California campuses, without
parental consent, for counseling
and abortions. Additionally, SB 48
which is a new law set to go into effect on Jan. 1 that mandates schools
to teach the “contributions” of gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
persons in social studies curriculum, will be addressed. This booklet will soon be available on our
website if it is not already posted as
of the date of this publication.
It is time for parents of public
school children to take back their
schools—to become the presidents
of their PTA, to sign-up as a roomparent or to run for the school
board. Likewise, it is time for Christian teachers to take over the CTA
or, at minimum, send an exemption letter to the CTA in order to
redirect their union dues from the
CTA’s political causes to a well-deserving charitable cause as allowed
by law.
Tyler is founder and general counsel of Advocates for Faith & Freedom
in Murrieta. He has been a featured
guest on Fox News, MSNBC, TBN
and PBS. For more information, visit
www.faith-freedom.com.
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The Imago Dei and liberalism: One needs the other
Is modern liberalism sawing off
the branch it’s sitting on?
You’ve heard me say this before
on BreakPoint, and it’s a point I will
keep coming back to. The concepts
of human rights and liberty as we
know them can all be traced back
to one history-changing idea; an
idea that began with God’s revelation to the Jews and was brought to
the world by the Christian Church.
And that’s the Imago Dei, the
idea that man is made in the image
of God.
In fact, it was the Christian concept of the Imago Dei that conquered pagan Rome. The Christians said that women, slaves,
children, all had eternal value. Talk
about revolutionary!
This belief in the value of every human eventually gave rise to
classic liberalism (which empha-

sizes individual freedom) and to
Western liberal democracy. Even
the great classical liberal philosophers, Locke, Kant, Humboldt, all
acknowledged the West’s indebtedness to Christianity and its principles. It’s no coincidence that the
greatest document of human liberty ever written, the Declaration of
Independence, states that it is selfevident that “all men are created
equal, endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights-among these life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”
But somewhere along the line,
modern liberalism lost its way.
Modern liberalism has not only
enshrined individual freedom and
autonomy as the ultimate good, but
it has rejected the Christian foundation on which rights and liberty
rest.

That is self-defeating.
Remember, Christianity, while recognizing the real but
limited authority of
government, always
recognized individual
freedom in the context of community;
and as community
members, individuals
Chuck
had certain responsibilities and live within a defined
moral framework.
When you remove that Christian moral framework as modern
liberalism does, what do you have
left? A situation, as theologian Michael Novak recently explained in
a brilliant Weekly Standard Article,
where “There is no universal moral
law of reason or religion and the

value choices of individuals trump everything.”
That’s exactly the
thinking behind Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy’s
absurd
statement
that “At the heart of
liberty is the right to
define one’s own concept of existence, of
Colson
meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of human
life.”
That is the natural conclusion of
modern liberalism. My choices become my rights. But it is false. And
it is dangerous. Because who, in the
end, decides between the competing claims of individuals? That’s
right, the state.
And we see it in the news every

day. Religious freedom, just for
example, is being trampled under
the onslaught of new-found individual “rights.” We see it in the gay
“marriage” debate, we see it in the
health care debate, where Christian
medical professionals are forced to
provide services that violate their
religious beliefs.
Folks, here is the point, one that
you have to be able to explain to
others. By rejecting Christianity
and its moral framework, Western
liberal democracies are in grave
peril of collapsing upon themselves. They will no longer be able
to preserve human rights and liberties. What comes next is tyranny.
© 2011 Prison Fellowship. Reprinted with permission. “BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is a radio
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

The death of an atheist
mand physical proof
Perhaps not since
of God’s existence,
Madalyn
Murray
as if they could bring
O’Hair and Carl SaGod down and make
gan has there been
Him into their image.
such an “evangelical”
What kind of God
atheist as Christopher
would that be? He
Hitchens, the writer
would be their equal
and social commenand, thus, not God at
tator who died in Deall.
cember after a long
Evidence,
alone,
and public battle with
Cal Thomas
has never moved anyesophageal cancer.
Hitchens railed against those who one from unbelief to faith. If proof
believe in God. While an original were enough, all of the unbelievwriter, and smart, there was nothing ing contemporaries of Jesus (and
original about his unbelief. Such Moses) would have believed in God
views have been expressed since the because of the miracles they perdawn of humanity. They have also formed. Two people presented with
been answered by some of the wisest exactly the same information can
people who have ever lived. There is a respond in opposite ways. Faith is
difference between “smart” and “wise.” not based solely on facts. It is a gift
As that Scripture in which Hitchens from a God who exists.
disbelieved says, “The fear of the Lord
Hitchens wrote a book called
is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs “God is Not Great.” It’s a clever ti9:10).
tle, but how would he have known,
I have always found atheists to be since they had not been properly
interesting people because they just introduced?
may be the world’s smallest minorC.S. Lewis, once an atheist and
ity group, one that gets smaller still thus conversant with the subject,
as its members pass on and meet wrote after his conversion, “I beGod face to face. Still, atheists de- lieve in Christianity as I believe that

Atheists demand physical
proof of God’s existence, as if
they could bring God down and
make Him into their image.
the sun has risen. Not only because
I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
Some people exist, however nervously, believing that this life is all
there is. The late singer Peggy Lee
put the result of such faith this way:
“Is that all there is? If that’s all there
is to life, then let’s break out the
booze and have a ball, if that’s all
there is.”
Why contribute to charity, or perform other good deeds? Without a
source to inspire charity, such acts
are sentimental affectations, devoid
of meaning and purpose. If survival
of the fittest is the rule, let only the
fit survive. That was the sentiment

of Ebenezer Scrooge before his visitation by those three spirits and his
subsequent transformation. Let the
poor and starving die, he said, “...
and decrease the surplus population.” Who is to say such a notion is
wrong without a standard by which
to judge wrong.
To object to God is to create morality from a Gallup Poll. In Gallup
We Trust doesn’t have the same authority.
Hitchens was a gifted writer, but
who gave him the gift? Why was he
not a gifted actor, surgeon or athlete? Why was he not talentless? Was
it an evolutionary accident, which
would mean his gift and his life were

meaningless and merely a “chasing
after the wind”? (See Ecclesiastes)
Apparently he thought so.
An atheist will tell you he doesn’t
need God in order to be good, or
perform good works. Maybe not,
but the very notion of “good” must
have both a definition and a definer. “Only God is good,” said Jesus
(Mark 10:18).
Who is the author of evil? And if
God is nonexistent, why do we call
it evil? Is one person’s evil another
person’s good? Does such a view
lead to ethics that must inevitably
be situational?
Scripture warns, “The fool has
said in his heart ‘there is no God’”
(Psalm 14:1).
There is no joy in the death of
one who had faith that God does
not exist. Hitchens now knows the
truth and that can only be the worst
possible news for him.
As for the atheists still with us,
Christmas has been a reminder
there is still time to believe and receive the ultimate gift.
© 2011 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

There is clear, compelling evidence that abortion is wrong
Abortion is the intentional killing of an unborn child. Is this procedure ever necessary?
A pregnancy begins when the
sperm, which is a cell of the father’s
body, unites with the ovum, a cell of
the mother’s body, and a new human life begins. This individual life
has a unique DNA, or biochemical
identity, different from that of any
other individual.
Conception normally takes place
in the mother’s fallopian tube, and
the newly conceived individual migrates to the uterus and implants
in the uterine tissues. Infrequently,
the implantation takes place in the
fallopian tube. As the implanted
human being grows larger, a point
will be reached at which the tube
will rupture, imperiling the mother’s life. Surgical intervention is
mandatory, and unfortunately the
developing child dies. But this is
not considered an abortion.
There are other medical conditions
that may occur during the mother’s
pregnancy. About these, Dr. C. Everett
Koop, America’s Surgeon General
during President Reagan’s administration, said, “During my 36 years of
pediatric surgery I have never known

of one single instance
where the child has to
be aborted to save the
mother’s life.”
The purpose of abortion is simply to get rid of
an unwanted child, but
rationalizations are common. Many women feel
that adoption is cruel,
and that aborting the
child is more humane.
Donald
Another viewpoint expressed by quite a few unwed mothers
is that lack of money and time for
childcare may result in a neglected and
ill-nourished child who ends up living
on the streets or becoming a criminal.
These mothers feel that the birth may
be a “wrongful life,” and aborting the
child may be preferable. Abortion is
also being used as a family planning
technique. When contraception has
been overlooked or fails, many married
women resort to abortion. Abortion
exists for the mother’s convenience,
not necessity.
How did abortion become legal?
For 100 years prior to 1967, every
state in the union had a law prohibiting termination of pregnancy except to save a mother’s life. But dur-

ing the 1960s, a sexual
revolution took place
at the colleges and
universities of America. So many unwanted
pregnancies occurred
that pressure was put
on state legislators to
liberalize the abortion
laws. In 1967, California and several other
states did so. Then
R. Smith
in 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court handed down the Roe
v. Wade decision, making abortion
legal throughout the United States.
Since that time more than 50 million
unborn babies have been killed by abortion. This is far more human lives than
the entire population of California.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, one out of every three women of
childbearing age has had one or more
abortions. Furthermore, abortion has
become the most frequently performed
surgical procedure in America.
What the Bible says
It is relevant to consider what the
Bible has to say about unborn life.
In Psalm 139, the psalmist David
refers to himself in the womb. He

makes it clear that he was there personally, not as a blob of tissue that
later turned into him. The prophet
Jeremiah wrote that the word of
the Lord came to him saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, before you were born.
I set you apart…” What these texts
make clear is that every child in
the womb is a unique person. The
millions who have been aborted in
America were killed because Roe v.
Wade says that the unborn child is
not fully a person. Thus the child is
not protected by our Constitution,
which states in both the fifth and
the 14th amendments that no person shall be deprived of life without
due process of the laws.
Beyond the personhood question, the Bible has a basic moral
code to which every person must
adhere. A primary commandment
is, “you shall not murder.” What
is murder? In God’s Word it is the
deliberate killing of an innocent
human being. Is abortion deliberate? Is the unborn child innocent?
Need we ask?
What’s wrong with abortion is
that it is murder. Then why does
American law allow it? The an-

swer to this question comes from
the 18th century English jurist William Blackstone. In his great work,
Commentaries on the English Law,
Blackstone makes clear that all of a
nation’s law must conform to the
biblical standard. By this standard,
abortion in America is ungodly and
perverted.
How to fix it
What will it take to get our nation straightened out? First and
foremost the Church of Jesus Christ
must rise to its proper position. Instead of taking directions from the
state, the church should begin to
exercise its moral authority. The
pulpits of America need to tell the
people that, in God’s eyes, abortion is murder and that the practice
must be completely stopped. Every
Christian must be urged to be involved and join in the work of enacting a Human Life Amendment
to the Constitution. This will stop
abortion forever.
Smith is founder of Crusade for
Life Inc., producer of “The Silent
Scream” film and author of “Innocent Blood America’s Final Trial.”
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CAMP…

Calvary Ranch

Continued from page 1

A Recovery Facility for
Drug and Alcohol Abuse

members with a connection to the
camp suggested Julian Oaks.
“We were looking to sink our
teeth into something long lasting,”
the pastor said. “For us, we want to
be an active church and mission is
an action word.”
The camp, launched in 2008,
serves children ages 8 to 18 who
have been removed from their families and are either in foster care
or group homes. Most have been

Where God does the healing
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For more information please call
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calvaryranch.org
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abused or neglected.
“This hits a segment that really
needs it,” Gruber said.
The camp, formerly owned by
the United Methodists and operated as Camp Virginia, was purchased by a private local developer
and leased to Tony and Tina Massa,
who changed the name to Camp Julian Oaks. Prior to establishing the
permanent youth ministry, the Massas presented a traveling camp in
the San Diego County mountains
as an affiliate of Camp Alandale,
an Idyllwild retreat center that also
specializes in serving abused and
neglected children.
In addition to summer and winter camps, Julian Oaks also rents
out its facilities to other groups for
retreats and leadership training. Income from the rentals helps to offset expenses since the camp takes
no taxpayer money. The camp is
run entirely on rental fees and donations.
“We do that so we can preach the
gospel freely,” she said. “God has
been amazingly good.”
The only paid staff member is
Tony Massa; all others, including
Tina, are volunteers.
Making it count
From the beginning of the partnership, Gruber said he encouraged organizers to make the effort
count.
“I told them when we originally
organized a workday that if you get
20 to 30 people to attend and they
work for two hours and then stand
around for four hours waiting for
something to do, they will not come
back,” he said. “It is planned to the
nth degree. They are engaged from
beginning to end.”
It can be a balancing act, though,
not to over commit and leave projects undone. Several days after the

PHOTO BY CURT GRUBER

Two men from Legacy Church work on a construction project for Camp Julian Oaks.

December work party several men
returned to the camp to put some
finishing touches on a bed project.
Over the years, the church volunteers have dug irrigation ditches,
installed irrigation lines, built trash
enclosures, installed dual pane windows in the dining hall, repaired
cabins, rehabbed an amphitheater,
laid carpet, painted walls, cleaned
the grounds and facilities, replaced
a shed, fixed heating and air conditioning ducts, constructed bunk
beds, reconditioned the kitchen
and patched the camp’s driveway.
“They come walk through the
grounds with my husband and determine which physical improvements would benefit the kids the
most,” Tina Massa said.
One of the projects that particularly touched Massa was the gift of
300 handmade pillowcases boasting
various Scriptures that the children
can use during their stay.
“It was beautiful to see the care
that went into them,” Tina Massa
said.
The camp, Gruber said, is in

need of a water filtration system.
Another need—a shuttle bus—is
close to realization because of money donated by Legacy members.
“Their hands and resources have
been amazingly important,” Massa
said.
Tina Massa said she is particularly impressed by the wisdom of
the congregation’s mature believers who not only offer their hand,
but also are genuinely interested in
how the ministry operates. She said
she enjoys how the older members
work with the young members of
the church, fostering mentorships.
She said she’s also struck that Legacy, which meets at Parkway Middle
School, is spending so many resources at the camp when it lacks
its own permanent home.
“They’ve not only helped us to
maintain the facility, but to also enhance the facility,” the camp leader
said. “Unlike any other church,
they’ve really taken the initiative.”
For more information, visit www.
julianoaks.org.
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Legislative Update

New Year puts spotlight on budget, bills
By Rebecca Burgoyne
SACRAMENTO — If you’ve ever
played “kick the can,” you know
that kicking the can serves to give
players time to act. The same is true
in the Sacramento Capitol building, where Gov. Jerry Brown is playing his own form of “kick the can”
with the state’s budget, hoping that
time will heal the economic woes.
For years, California’s leadership
has been paralyzed by conflicting
demands: small businesses and families demanding lowered taxes, and
special interest groups demanding
sustained funding.
Last summer, Brown and Democrat legislative leaders kicked the
proverbial can down the road, attempting to hold off severe cuts
or tax increases by optimistically
projecting an additional $4 billion
dollars of tax income, necessary in
order to balance the budget. However, just before Christmas the state
Director of Finance brought the
bad news: the additional income
would not appear, and many areas
of education and social services
funding must be dramatically reduced.
Against this backdrop, legislators
return to Sacramento Jan. 4 for the
second half of a two-year legislative
session. While several legislators—
and special interests affected by the
cuts—hope to reopen discussions
to avoid the spending rollbacks,
Brown said he wasn’t open to renegotiating the budget compromise,
including the automatic budget
cuts.
The nonpartisan legislative analyst’s
office indicated last fall that the deficit
could reach $12.8 billion by July 1.
Clearly, California’s budget should
remain a focal point in 2012, as Brown
releases his preliminary 2012-13 budget
in mid-January and presses for voters
to increase taxes in the November
2012 election.
Two-year bills
In addition to the ongoing budget issue, the legislature will spend
much of January focusing on the
fate of its two-year bills, those bills
carried over from 2011. Those
measures face a final deadline to
successfully navigate the legislative
process. They include one sparked

by the Florida case of 2-year-old
Caylee Anthony, whose mother
failed to report her disappearance
for weeks. Assembly Bill 1432, Holly Mitchell, D-Culver City, would
criminalize the failure to report the
disappearance or death of a child
under 14 within 24 hours. Senate
Bill 391, Beth Gaines, R-Roseville,
known as the “Parole Reform Act
of 2011,” addresses a legal loophole
stemming from a 2008 California
Supreme Court decision that created a presumption that—despite
heinous crimes—“release on parole is the rule, rather than the
exception.” Reversing that ruling
would give greater weight to the
specifics of crimes in determining
a convict’s suitability for parole and
would protect future victims from
paroled criminals.
New legislation
During January and February,
legislators will also introduce new
bill proposals to be considered in
spring committee hearings. These
may be totally new ideas—perhaps
drawn from news headlines—or a
recycled idea often based on a previously vetoed or failed bill. New
bills often include legislators’ pet
proposals, including pension reform, workers’ compensation and
revamping the pork-laden water
bond slated for the November ballot. While most new ideas are still
under wraps, some are trickling
out.
On the eve of Veteran’s Day, Assemblyman Richard Pan, D-Sacramento, announced that he would
introduce legislation making an estimated 3,000 California veterans,
who were dishonorably discharged
as homosexuals under the military’s now abandoned Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell policy, eligible for any
state veteran benefits. These benefits may include tuition fee waivers, home-loan eligibility, property
tax exemptions, burial in a veterans
cemetery, free or reduced fees for
license plates, and reductions or
waivers for business and recreational passes and licenses.
Two California legislators have
also announced plans to introduce
bills stemming from the Penn State
football scandal involving the alleged sexual abuse of young boys.

Sen. Juan Vargas, D-Chula Vista,
has drafted a bill to require university coaching staff to report suspected child abuse or neglect to law
enforcement. Assemblyman Ricardo Lara, D-South Gate—citing the
alleged involvement of a nonprofit
charity in the Penn State abuse
scandal—has announced plans to
introduce a bill to strip nonprofits
of their tax-exempt status if they
enable or fail to report child sexual
abuse connected to their organization. These bill ideas may satisfy a
public desire to “do something,”
but the detailed language of a bill
is critically important, and the
language of these bills is not yet
known.
Wary electorate
According to a December Field
Poll, California’s legislative approval stands at a low 22 percent. In an
election year, representatives will be
doubly cautious of pressing for bills
that offend their voters. Discussing
the chances of Gov. Brown’s proposed tax increases, Senate President pro Tem Darrell Steinberg,
D-Sacramento, indicated that voters would have to be convinced the
Legislature was doing its job—tackling pension reform and improving
the economy—before they would
vote to raise taxes. Right now, Californians are not convinced, so pay
attention to happenings in Sacramento, express your opinions to
your elected representatives and
stay engaged with policy issues and
the elections ahead.
Burgoyne is a research analyst
with the California Family Council.

WE TEACH
SKIN CARE
Mary Kay has a proven effective
skin care program for you. All
basic skin care products are noncomedogenic and clinically tested
for skin irritancy and allergy.

Call today!
Sandy Hertzberg

(619) 265-0138
Independent Beauty Consultant

STEPHEN CHAN, DMD
Dental Services:

Most Insurances
Accepted

ÃiÌVÊ iÌÃÌÀÞ

UÊ >ÃiÀÊ iÌÃÌÀÞ

UÊ 6iiiÀÃÊÉÊÕiiÀÃ

UÊ

ÝÌÀiiÊ>iÛiÀ

UÊ <""tÊ7 Ìi}

UÊ

ii«Ê i>V }

UÊ

UÊ 7 ÌiÊ}Ã

ÀÜÃÊ>`Ê À`}iÃ

UÊ ÕÌ ÊÕ>À`Ã

UÊ -ÀiÊÕ>À`Ã

UÊ

UÊ

iÌÕÀiÃ

Need auto body repairs?
Consider it done.
Services include:
s #OLLISION REPAIR FROM
minor dings to major
damage)
s &RAME STRAIGHTENING
s #USTOM PAINTING
s $ENT  SCRATCH REMOVAL
s 7INDSHIELD  SIDE WINDOW
replacement
s &2%% ESTIMATES
s )NSURANCE CLAIMS
Looking for a quality repair shop? One that’s veriﬁed by Underwriters
Laboratories Inc. to meet CertiﬁedFirst™ Network high standards
for equipment, personnel, training and amenities? One where
independent research consistently shows that its customers are “very
satisﬁed”? One that offers a Lifetime Paint Performance Guarantee*
using products that have earned the Good
Housekeeping Seal? Then select a CertiﬁedFirst™
Network shop, and consider it done.

Duggan’s Collision Center
630 Grand Ave., Spring Valley

(619) 465-5655
*see Guarantee for details and limitations.

}Ì>Ê8À>ÞÃ

Oral Cancer ScreeningÊpÊi>ÀÞÊ`iÌiVÌÊ
ÜÌ ÊÌ iÊÕÃiÊvÊ6iÃV«i]Ê«ÜiÀi`ÊLÞÊ
Ã>«« Ài]Ê«ÀÛiÊÌÊ`iÌiVÌÊÀ>ÊiÃÊpÊ
it could save your life!

619-464-2801

{ÇääÊ-«À}Ê-ÌÀiiÌ]Ê-ÕÌiÊÓ£äÊUÊ>ÊiÃ>]Ê Ê£{Ó

www.stephenchandmd.com

www.certiﬁedﬁrst.com
1-866-CERT-1ST

6SS½RK
7MHMRK
;MRHS[W

DILS ROOFING & EXTERIORS
+)2)6%8-3273**%1-0=633*-2+
K^lb]^gmbZe<hff^k\bZeLi^\bZeblm
:eeMri^lh_KhhÕg`%
K^iZbkl%K^&KhhÕg`
Ihp^kPZlabg`

Smilehaven Dental Center
UÊ

January 2012 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 7

AHG>LMR
<K:?MLF:GLABI
JN:EBMRL>KOB<>

7IVZMRKEPPSJ7ER(MIKS'SYRX]

*6)))78-1%8)7

1-800-501-7663 !KHH?"
[[[HMPWVSS½RKGSQ
Senior Citizen Discounts

*9000-%&-0-8=-2796)(

0-'

8 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • January 2012 SD

GAME…
Continued from page 1
of government, compared with 50
percent of the general public.
• Only 46 percent knew that Congress, not the president, has the
power to declare war—54 percent
of the general public knows that.
• Just 15 percent answered correctly that the phrase “wall of
separation” appears in Thomas
Jefferson’s letters—not in the U.S.
Constitution—compared with 19
percent of the general public.
Results of the 2012 survey are expected to be released soon.
Educator apathy
Barret said that while elected officials
fared poorly on the survey, she said
some teachers also have a lackadaisical approach when it comes to the
U.S. Constitution. She said on some
campuses the document is ignored,
even on Sept. 17, Constitution Day.
“It’s disheartening that there are
some teachers who don’t have a passion
for the Constitution,” she said.
So, as they have in the past, the
couple decided to create a boardbased solution. They were assisted
by their oldest son, Joel.
“It seemed natural,” she said.
“We knew we were going to create
games in our retirement, we just
did it sooner.”
So two years ago, they started formulating the questions.
“We wrote questions on colored
sticky notes all over our bedroom
wall,” she said. “Kids may not sit
down and read or study the Constitution, but they will play a game.”
After developing 223 game cards,
the couple then sketched out the game
board that included corner images
highlighting the U.S. Supreme Court,
the White House, U.S. Congress and

Independence Hall. They handed off
the sketches to a graphic designer
with instructions to create a package
that boasted the richness of the parchment era.
“We wanted it to reflect the classic look of the document,” she said.
In keeping with the authenticity
of the 18th century, the game’s play
pieces feature 10 of the 39 signers
of the Constitution.
“Instead of a star or a shoe, we
have a picture of one of the document’s signers,” Barret said. “Hopefully this will encourage players to
learn more about these individuals
and how much they sacrificed.”
The game, she added, includes
an element of chance with multiple
choice so novices can play.
“The game is really the basis (of)
the actual Constitution,” she said.
To add another dimension to the
game, the Barrets included what
they call “distracter cards.”
“Then there can be debates on
how people feel about the issues
but not before you know the correct answers,” she said. “They don’t
know the text. We feel we have
made the text accessible in a fun
and engaging way. Then people are
digging deeper.”
Good reviews
By December 2010, the couple
was field testing the game with
Christian families.
“They loved it,” she said. “They
gave us their input. We took it to
heart and made a few changes.”
In April the game was shrink
wrapped and ready for retail.
The original market for the game
was homeschool families looking for
ways to incorporate civics into their
lessons. Since then other markets have
emerged, including grandparents,
numerous chapters of the Daughters
of the American Revolution and
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A group of teenagers tries out the new “Constitution Quest” board game.

immigrants preparing to take their
citizenship exam. Three presidential libraries—The James Madison
Research Library and Information
Center, the Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum, and The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation & Library—
carry the game in their stores. It is
also available on the online store of
Christian Freedom International. It’s
been featured on numerous blogs and
The Old Schoolhouse Magazine.
Heralding heritage
Barret said she believes the game
provides a vital educational opportunity for Americans, especially
Christians who are losing more and
more of their religious freedoms as
atheists and others push to stymie
the public expression of faith.

“You can see what is happening
now and the influence they have on
the culture,” she said. “We feel our
game is a wonderful place to start.”
A social studies department at one
school has purchased numerous copies
so that entire classrooms can play at the
same time, and one student credited
the game with helping her to pass her
AP government exam.
“Kids were asking her how she
knew so much about the government,” Barret said.
The game retails on their website for $49.95, which reflects the
Barrets’ decision to have the game
printed and produced in the United States. Local photographers and
printers manufactured most of the
game’s elements.
“If a family of four goes out to din-

ner, they can easily blow $50,” she said.
Even now they are doing the
groundwork for a second printing.
“We are excited,” she said. “If you
think that a year ago we were field
testing it and 1,400 games are now
out there, for us, it is quite amazing. We are just a mom and pop.
We took an idea and decided to
run with it on that entrepreneurial
stage and just go with it.”
“We are convinced if we lose our
constitutional literacy we are in
danger of losing the Republic as
we know it. It’s going to be a thing
of the past, and it’s going to be because of ignorance.”
For more information on the
game, visit www.constitutionquest.
com.
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Funding sought for
new animated pro-life
TV ad campaign
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — “Change Your
Mind 2012,” a series of six animated pro-life public education
ad campaigns designed for TV,
are now in production.
Donna Woodrum, a local profamily activist has produced the
project and secured the services
of Frank Schubert of Schubert
Flint Public Affairs to run the media campaign. Schubert handled
the high-profile Proposition 8
campaign in 2008. Funding to
air the commercials is currently
under way.
The animated spots include
heart-shaped characters who are
depicted as developing babies
in the womb and who deliver a
pro-life message in an innovative
manner.
Each ad, Woodrum said, addresses a particular pro-abortion
rationalization, and the babies
themselves deliver a message
supporting life. In creating
the pieces, Woodrum said she
sought to be “non-political,
non-religious, non-ethnic and
non-threatening.” She said they
are designed to appeal to the
MTV generation, which she said
has never heard nor seen the life
message.
“We want to counter the proabortion piece of rhetoric that
has been used to con everybody
for 60 years,” Woodrum said.
Specific details about the ad
campaign will be kept under
wraps until funding has been
secured.
“God gave me this commission,” she said. “He doesn’t send
out a commission without provision. The Lord is using me as a
handmaiden.”
Although a pro-life supporter
for years, Woodrum said she
was not looking to take on any
projects when this concept came
to her out of nowhere last year.
“This was flashed into my spirit
in an instance,” she said. “I had
just been on the sidelines saying, ‘You guys need to go to the
abortion clinics and show your

signs,’” she said.
Woodrum said she believes
God gave her the vision for the
project during a season in which
she was eagerly pursuing God’s
nature. She recalled needing a
specific floor tile that was hard
to find and prayed about it. The
Lord provided exactly what she
needed.
“I asked Him, ‘Why do you
care?” she said.
Later on she needed a pair of
pants, but the price tag was outrageous. She went to put them back
when she said the Lord told her to
go buy them anyway. The register
rang them up at $16.
“I said, ‘God why do care about
my pants,’” she said. “The next
thing He gave me was Change
Your Mind. Once you understand
His nature, there is no stopping
what He can do. All He is is a
fountain of giving. He just wants
to give you favor.”
In addition to tapping into
the public relations expertise of
Schubert, Woodrum, an evangelical Protestant, also used the skills
of film students at John Paul the
Great Catholic University. She
said the collaborative effort came
easily. Actors were hired to do the
voiceovers.
The project has been endorsed by her pastor, who suggested she also pursue developing a comic book format to use
in schools. One youth group
has indicated an interest in
using the concept for dramas,
and a prominent business has
expressed its support.
“I feel like a mother about to
give birth,” she said. “Whether
its rap, Spanish or Farsi, we can
drive the life message, but first of
all we need to know what it is.”
To help with funding the project, Woodrum has formed both
a 501(c)3 and a 501(c)4, which
will allow for tax-deductible
donations.
For more information, send an email
to mrsdw@changeyourmind2012.
org or Frank@schubertflintpa.com.
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Supreme Court asked to reverse ruling that
excludes religious groups from college campuses
Case stems from SDSU policy that defunded Christian student clubs
Christian Examiner staff report
WASHINGTON, D.C. — A religious liberty group petitioned the
U.S. Supreme Court Dec. 14 to
reverse the ruling by the 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals against
Christian student organizations at
San Diego State University.
The lawsuit involves a SDSU policy that Christian clubs cannot limit
membership based on religious beliefs if they wish to receive funding
and other on-campus benefits.
“The university should be a marketplace of ideas, not a place where
political correctness is placed ahead
of the constitutionally protected
rights of all students, including students of faith,” said David Cortman,
senior counsel for Alliance Defense
Fund.
“The university is not telling the
Democratic club it must be led by a
Republican or the vegetarian club that
it must be led by a meat-eater, but it is
telling Christian groups that they must

allow themselves to be led by atheists,” continued Cortman. “The First
Amendment protects the right of all
student groups to employ belief-based
criteria in selecting their members
and leaders.”
The Christian clubs sued the university in 2005, saying a campus policy that
prohibits discrimination based on race,
religion, gender and sexual orientation
infringed on their freedom of speech,
religion and assembly. In 2009, a lower
court tossed their case, prompting the
federal appeal.
A three-judge panel of the 9th U.S.
District Court of Appeals ruled that
SDSU’s antidiscrimination policy is
constitutional since the “plaintiffs have
put forth no evidence that San Diego
State implemented its nondiscrimination policy for the purpose of suppressing plaintiffs’ viewpoint or indeed of
restricting any sort of expression at
all,” Judge Harry Pregerson wrote in
the opinion.
While the appeals court sided with
the university’s nondiscrimination

policy, it did order the case back to
a lower court for determination if
the university was applying the policy
universally.
As a result of the ruling, Alpha Delta
Chi, a Christian sorority, and Alpha
Gamma Omega, a Christian fraternity,
must accept all students—including
atheists, adherents of other faiths, as
well as gay, lesbian and transgender
students—if they wish to have access
to the same privileges extended to
secular clubs, such as publicity and
meeting rooms.
“The 9th Circuit’s ruling against
these Christian student groups poses
a serious threat to religious liberty
well beyond the university campus,”
Cortman explained. “It also allows
religious groups to be punished for
‘discrimination’ simply because they
maintain a consistent identity and message by selecting members and leaders
who share their religious beliefs—a
practice that is common among all
religious groups and a natural part of
the free exercise of religion.”

— EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY—

COUPLES NEEDED
Do you have a heart for abused children?
Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who have
suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided.

$49,000.00/yr. per couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for.
These live-in positions also provide medical/dental beneﬁts, paid holidays, and paid vacation.
A couple will be allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213
/ iÃÃ>>Ê>ÞÊ-iÀÛViÃÊUÊÜÜÜ°{`ÃwÊÀÃÌ°À}

10 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • January 2012 SD

www.christianexaminer.com

Ministry entrepreneur uses Internet to link
Christians to information, friends and deals
By Lori Arnold
PASADENA — The Bible
doesn’t record how long it
took Paul’s letters to arrive to
his beloved churches. Suffice
it to say the travel time was
probably measured in weeks
and not milliseconds.
But even then, Paul understood the concept of using the
marketplace to minister, something he did while tentmaking.
And when it comes to ministry
models, Terry Warren thinks
Paul is a great man to model.
“I’m kind of like Paul that way,”
the Pasadena resident said. “I do the
ministry of the gospel, but I’m involved
in marketplace ministry.”
While Paul’s reach was restricted
because of limited travel options,
Warren said he’s blessed by easy access to the information superhighway, which he is using to connect
Christians worldwide.
To that end, Warren launched
Only God’s Finest website in 2009.
“I saw the world had created
Google and YouTube, and I realized there really was not something
like that for the Christian community,” he said. “I was wanting a site
that provides insight and education
about the Kingdom.”
The non-denominational site,
he said, was designed as a clearinghouse for people seeking information on all aspects of Christianity,
from salvation to denominational
nuances, resources on the Holy
Spirit and general information on

counseling, health, worship, the
Scriptures and general news articles. It’s a place, he said, to minister
to body, mind, soul and spirit.
“In Malachi, it says the people
perish for a lack of knowledge,”
Warren said. “The media is key to
reaching the lost in the end times.
Jesus says don’t take your light and
put in under a bushel.”
Tapping into software he developed for his online natural health
company, Only Nature’s Finest,
Warren said he began to cull information from a variety of ministry
sources, including his own business
site.
“One area where the church really lacks is in health issues,” the Pasadena resident said. “(Only God’s
Finest) has tremendous functionality for people to do research. We
have counseling resources for those

who are grieving or for whatever
addiction they are dealing
with, whether it be alcohol,
drugs or something else.
Some of the information
is posted directly on his
website, and other resources are provided through
links to other sites.
“It’s growing every day,”
said Warren, a Bible college
graduate who enjoys preaching at evangelistic outreaches
locally and abroad.
In addition to articles
and other text-driven resources, Warren said he’s
committed to using video because
of its interactive nature.
“I believe very much in video,” he
said. “The average person does not
sit down and read. People can relate
to video more than they can articles.”
Just as technology constantly
develops, Warren said he is always
trying to update his site to keep it
relevant.
“We are now going to start development of a whole separate section
for youth because I believe youth
are the future,” he said.

Christian social networking
A year after launching Only God’s
Finest, Warren said he decided to
expand communication opportunities for Christians by starting a faithbased social networking site similar

to Facebook. Called “Kingdom Konect,” Warren said he was looking
to create a secure site for Christians
to communicate. He said postings
there are pre-screened, making it
an ideal place for pastors to be able
to communicate to their congregations. Pastors can also use the site
to post daily devotions and prayer
requests for their flocks.
“It’s a safe place for teens to communicate with one another without
the influences of the world being a
part of it,” he said, adding that he
had homeschoolers in mind when
he developed the concept.

Discounted shopping
Last year, Warren said he decided to take his web outreach to the
next level by launching the Kingdom Buyers Club, a concept he described as an online Costco.
“Within the body of Christ we
spend millions and millions of dollars on goods and services and yet
we don’t provide a place for those
Christian businesses to promote
that,” he said. “It is one of the largest and one of the most loyal demographics in America.
Through the club, shoppers
can select from more than 7,000
discounted items, Warren said. As
an outreach to pastors, the site offers free annual memberships to
the clergy. All others are offered a
free 60-day trial on the site. Annual

memberships are $20.
“We provide products and services that are on the Internet, as well
as local businesses which provide
discounts,” he said.
To help local churches, Warren
said Kingdom Buyers Club gives a
percentage of sales back to the local
churches of individual shoppers. A
portion of the annual memberships
also goes back to the churches.
Self-funded project
Warren said he believes the concept is a trifecta for Christians,
who save money; the businesses,
which get a new customer base; and
churches, which get money back.
Warren said funding for the suite
of sites has come from profits from
his natural health business and
through online merchandise sales
and advertising.
Future plans include launching
Only God’s Finest TV, which would
include an Internet channel, cable
and satellite. The line-up would
include shows on health, ministry
and other Christian programming.
“I believe over a period of time
we will become one of the dominant means of communicating
through the body of Christ,” he
said. “We want to create tools and
avenues that they can use and be a
platform that God can use.”
For more information on the
Internet offerings, visit:
www.onlygodsfinest.com
www.kingdomkonect.com
www.kingdombuyersclub.com

HOUSE PAYMENT
PROBLEMS?
CENTURY 21 AWARD
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Avoiding Foreclosure
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Gary L. Ryerson
619/
593-4300 or 619/590-3053
10% referral for
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Get Help Now!
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CA Dept of Real Estate, Lic. #0188005
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Presidential candidates urged to sign pledge for religious freedom
Christian Examiner staff report
SANTA ANA — While the crowded
GOP field for U.S. president wrangles
over major national issues such as the
economy, taxes and traditional values
that are important to Christian conservatives, an Orange County ministry is
hoping to expand the topics to include
religious freedom.
In addition to the Republicans,
Open Doors USA is also planning to
target Democrats, Libertarians and
Independents with its 2012 Presidential
Pledge for Religious Freedom.
The document encourages every
presidential candidate to advocate
for persecuted Christians and people of all faiths worldwide, including those living in America. The
document, unveiled in late November, was produced in partnership
with professor Tom Farr of Georgetown University, an international
Religious Freedom expert.
“Religious freedom is in global
crisis,” Farr said. “In the United
States, religious associations are at
risk of being forced either to abandon their core beliefs—for exam-

ple, on the sanctity of human life—
or cease operation. Internationally,
70 percent of the world’s population lives in countries in which religious freedom is severely restricted.
“Tens of millions of human beings are subject to violent persecution because of their beliefs or
those of their tormentors. Whoever
wins the presidency in 2012 should
make religious freedom, at home
and abroad, a high priority.”
In recent years, numerous Catholic hospitals have either closed or
dropped their religious affiliation
because of laws forcing them to
perform abortions. Also, numerous faith-based adoption or foster
care ministries have closed because
of laws forcing them to accept gay
couples.
“Religious freedom is foundational to American society and a
key indicator of prosperity in most
societies worldwide,” said Lindsay
Vessey, advocacy director for Open
Doors USA.
As a result, Open Doors is also soliciting signatures from the public, showing their support of the presidential

pledge. Open Doors officials said they
will approach candidates, informing
them how many Americans have signed
the petition.
“Candidates need to hear from
American voters that this is an important issue,” Vessey said. “We’re asking
all freedom-loving Americans to sign
the petition. This petition indicates that
you would like your presidential candidate to sign the Presidential Pledge
for Religious Freedom.”
Wide support
At press time former Senator
Rick Santorum was the only candidate to sign the pledge. According
to Open Doors, a candidate’s signature indicates that they are committed to upholding religious freedom
for people of all faiths in America,
nominating U.S. federal judges
who are committed to upholding
religious freedom as defined in the
pledge and prioritizing religious
freedom concerns in U.S. foreign
policy.
The presidential pledge has been
endorsed by more than 30 organizations, institutions and individuals,

including the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference,
Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights, China Aid Association, Jubilee
Campaign, the International Institute
for Religious Freedom of the World
Evangelical Alliance and the Universal
Peace Federation USA.
Individual endorsers include The
Honorable Ernest Istook, former
U.S. congressman and a distinguished
fellow at The Heritage Foundation;
Dr. Richard Land, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission;
Stuart W. Epperson, chairman of the
board for Salem Communications
Corporation; Michael Cromartie, vice
president of Ethics and Public Policy
Center; and Dr. Paul Marshall, senior
fellow, Center for Religious Freedom
at Hudson Institute.
Educational tool
Land, the SBC leader, said without U.S. intervention “the plight
of millions of people around the
world whose right (is) to freely express their faith will not improve.”
“As the pledge indicates, reli-

gious freedom should be an integral part of the foreign policy of any
U.S. presidential administration,”
he said. “It is more than duplicitous
for us as Americans to enjoy this
freedom for ourselves but to not actively advocate it for all people.
“Freedom denied to anyone today could be freedom denied to
everyone tomorrow.”
Open Doors USA, which does
not endorse or support specific
candidates, said the presidential
pledge is an education tool for
voters and was developed to raise
awareness of the estimated 100 million Christians worldwide who suffer interrogation, arrest and even
death for their faith in Christ, with
millions more facing discrimination and alienation.
On Jan. 4, the organization plans
to release its 2012 World Watch List
of 50 countries that are the worst
persecutors of Christians around
the globe. The annual list a major
project of the ministry.
For more information, visit www.
pledgeforreligiousfreedom.com.

Left Coast Hall of Shame

PJI cites Top 10 infringements on
religious freedom during 2011
SACRAMENTO —Pacific Justice
Institute, a non-profit legal defense
organization, has announced ten of
the year’s worst developments for
religious, constitutional and parental rights in its 2011 Left Coast Hall
of Shame.
1. San Juan Capistrano shuts
down home Bible study. A Southern California city founded by a religious mission fined a Bible study
group for meeting in a home. After PJI intervened, the city backed
down.
2. Mount Soledad cross declared
unconstitutional. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gave a big
thumbs-down to the large cross on
a San Diego hillside that was raised
decades ago as a war memorial.
3. SB 48 forced on California.
The Golden State became the first
state to specifically mandate that
history and social science classes
include positive portrayals of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people. A few weeks later, some
schools celebrated “Gay History
Month” by focusing on luminaries
like Lady Gaga.
4. The Obama administration
abandons defense of marriage. Taking a cue from California officials’
refusal to defend a voter-approved
affirmation of traditional marriage,
the Obama Justice Department
first offered a weak defense, then
stopped even pretending to defend
the federal Defense of Marriage
Act.
5. Parents cut out of decisions
about kids’ HPV vaccines. Lobbyists for big drug companies have
poured tens of thousands of dollars into the coffers of California
politicians. That money paid off
this year, as the Legislature enacted
AB 499, which allows them to inject
kids with a controversial vaccine
for human papillomavirus, which
is sexually transmitted. The drug
makers will get paid by the feds
and don’t have to ask parents for
permission.

6. Marin County school ignores
parent opt-out, tells middle schoolers about homoerotic fantasies.
7. Supreme Court uses technicalities to nix pro-parent ruling. In
a surprisingly good move, the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals tried
to rein in social workers who interrogate kids about their home lives
when their parents aren’t around.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Supreme
Court came up with a hypertechnicality and overturned the decision.
8. San Franciscans attempt to ban
circumcision. It’s a ritual as old as
Abraham and Isaac, but some residents of the Bay Area believe that it
inhibits pleasure, so they gathered
enough signatures to put circumcision to a vote. After a public outcry,
the Legislature stepped in to protect the ancient religious practice.

9. Oakland school teaches kids
about multiple genders. Are you a
boy, girl... or something else? That’s
the question an elementary school
is teaching children to ask themselves, with a little guidance from a
group called “Gender Spectrum.”
10. Unions support out-ofcontrol Occupy protests. In California, the Occupy protests have
featured calls for violent revolution, “solidarity” with the accused
White House gunman, and riots.
So how have major labor unions
responded? With praise for the
movement and copycat Occupy
events of their own.
The Pacific Justice Institute specializes in the defense of religious
freedom, parental rights, and other
civil liberties, providing their clients legal support at no charge.

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge
Plan now for your spring and
summer camps and retreats
s %NJOY OUR MODERN FACILITIES
s 9OU PROVIDE YOUR COOK FOOD AND
PROGRAM CATERING IS AVAILABLE
P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 15th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to (619) 668-1115. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

JAN 4 • WEDNESDAY

JAN 9 • MONDAY (cont.)

My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated
by Dr. Don Welch on “New Year’s Blues
Busters” with Dr. Marcial Felan presenting, Jessica White, Mark Karris & Dennis
Estill. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

Church, Tedrahan Hall, 867 S. Lincoln,
El Cajon • (619) 440-2508

JAN 5 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

JAN 6-22
‘The Servant of Two Masters.’ Wed-Thu
7:30pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 4pm & 8pm; Sun
2pm, Lamb’s Players Theatre, Coronado
• lambsplayers.org, (619) 437-6000

JAN 9 • MONDAY
El Cajon Aglow. 6:30pm, First Lutheran

San Diego Strategic Forum, 7-9 pm, East
Clairemont Baptist Church, 4633 Doliva
Dr., San Diego. Dean Broyles, National
Center for Law & Policy, “Free Speech &
Religious Liberty in the Public Schools.”
RSVP sdstrategicforum@cox.net.

JAN 14 • SATURDAY
Run for the Hills 5K, supporting Indian
Hills Camp. 7:30am (check-in), Indian
Hills Camp, 15763 Lyons Valley Rd.,
Jamul, $25 (till Jan 2) • indianhillscamp.
com, (619) 669-6498

JAN 18 • WEDNESDAY
South Bay Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am-1pm, Chula
Vista Golf Course Restaurant, 4475 Bonita Rd., Bonita, $15 • (619) 422-1628

JAN 19 • THURSDAY

JAN 26 • THURSDAY (cont.)

FEB 24 • FRIDAY

Men With a Purpose. 12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, San
Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688

Are Again. 7pm,
College Ave. Baptist Church, 4747
College Ave., San Diego. $16-$30 •
imcconcerts.com, 1-800-965-9324

Mark Price is “The Apostle Paul,” a dramatic Biblical portrayal presented
by Bethel Seminar y’s
Distinguished Lecture
Series. 7pm, College
Avenue Baptist Church, 4747 College
Ave., San Diego • (619) 325-5227

JAN 21 • SATURDAY
1-Day Vacation Bible School, Hometown
Nazareth: Where Jesus was a Kid! 3-7pm,
First United Methodist Church of San
Diego, 2111 Camino del Rio S, San
Diego, $15 • (619) 297-4366
The Homemade Worship Tour, with Rend
Collective Experiment, Francis Chan &
Rachel Chan. Crossroads Church, Corona
• transparentproductions.com

JAN 25 • WEDNESDAY

JAN 27 • FRIDAY
Lillie Knauls, in concert. 7pm, Meridian
Baptist Church, 660 S 3rd St., El Cajon,
$20/person or $25/family (suggested
donation). Hosted by Abundant Star •
(619) 444-3171
Cal Baptist University Women’s Choir
Concert. 7pm, New Life Presbyterian
Church, 5333 Lake Murray Blvd., La
Mesa, free • (619) 667-5999

Elephant Room, Round 2 (Live Simulcast)
with James McDonald, Mark Driscoll,
T.D. Jakes, Jack Graham, Steven Furtick,
Crawford Loritts & Wayne Cordeiro. 7am2pm, Horizon Christian Fellowship, 6365
El Apajo Rd., Rancho Santa Fe, $29-99
• theelephantroom.com

JAN 27-28 • FRI-SAT

Perspectives, on the World Christian
Movement, thru May 16. Wednesdays,
6-9pm, First Presbyterian Church of San
Diego, 320 Date St., San Diego, $195
• fpcsd.org, (619) 232-7513

JAN 29 • SUNDAY

JAN 26 • THURSDAY
Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, Here We

Bethel Seminary San Diego

Distinguished Lecturer Series
and College Avenue Baptist Church
present

Freedom Conference, with Pastor Mike
Connell. 6:15pm, C3 San Diego North
Campus, 2716 Gateway Rd., Carlsbad,
$60 • Hosted by C3 Church San Diego
• c3sandiego.com, (760) 804-8524
Messianic Concert. 6pm, 5714 El Cajon
Blvd., San Diego • luz.world-evangelism.
org, (858) 366-2088

JAN 30 • MONDAY
Jesse Duplantis, empowering people
with the Word. 7pm, Gateway Community
Church, 8691 Echo Dr., Chula Vista, free
• (619) 271-8800

FEB 1 • WEDNESDAY
My Therapist ‘Sez’…”, an interactive
panel of Christian therapists moderated
by Dr. Don Welch on “An Anxious-free
Life” with Debbie Wagner presenting,
Jessica White, Gary Cundiff & Dennis
Estill. 6:45-8pm, Skyline Church, 11330
Campo Rd., La Mesa • (619) 660-5000

FEB 2 • THURSDAY
Family Connections Christian Adoption
Information Session. 6-8pm, 291 S El
Camino Real, Ste 202, Oceanside, free
• fcadoptions.org, (760) 966-0531

FEB 6-11 • MON-SAT
2012 Leadership Conference. Lighthouse Baptist Church, San Diego •
lighthousebaptist.com

FEB 12 • SUNDAY
Gaither Vocal Band Concer t. 6pm,
Shadow Mountain Community Church,
El Cajon. $20 • shadowmountain.org

FEB 18-25

Mark Price as THE APOSTLE PAUL

Friday, February 24, 2012, 7:00pm
College Avenue Baptist Church Adams Hall
4747 College Ave., San Diego
Mark Price is an actor, businessman
and community & political activist.
Prior to his success in business, Mark
was an actor and stand-up comedian,
performing in theaters and clubs across
this country. He is perhaps best known
to San Diegans for his “If Not You, Then
Who? Assuming Personal Responsibility”
radio commentaries which have been broadcast on
local stations in the region. Recently one of his oneman plays “One Body, Many Parts – Saint Paul, In
His Own Words” was ﬁlmed and appeared in theaters
across the country.
In 1983 Mark was encouraged by famed child actor
Bobs Watson to combine his theater background

with his faith-based efforts. Mark took up
the challenge and developed his one-man
Biblical Portrayals. The series is entitled “In
Their Own Words.”
Since 1984 Mark has performed his
Biblical Portrayals around the world
in churches, halls and theaters. His
performances have been translated into
many different languages. In 2008 his Portrayal of
Saint Paul “One Body, Many Parts - Saint Paul, In His
Own Words” was ﬁlmed and shown in movie theaters
nationwide.
In 2009 his portrayals of Judas Iscariot, Saint
Joseph, Doubting Thomas and Simon Peter were
ﬁlmed on location in the middle of the desert.

— For more information —
È£®ÊÎÓxxÓÓÇÊUÊÌV iV>«LiJLiÌ i°i`Õ

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa Street, San Diego, CA 92115
619.325.5200

Sandi Patty & Friends Cruise, with Natalie
Grant, Mark Shultz, Wayne Watson &
more. Eastern Caribbean • 1-800-2884778, cruisewithsandipatty.com

FEB 16 • THURSDAY
Men With a Purpose. 12-1:30pm, Doubletree by Hilton, 1515 Hotel Circle, San
Diego, $20 • (619) 222-3688

FEB 17 • FRIDAY
God’s Not Dead Tour,
with Newsboys, The
City Harmonic, Abandon & Anthem Lights.
7pm, Calvary Chapel, Oceanside, 3715
Oceanic Way, Oceanside, $20-35 •
itickets.com, (760) 754-1234

FEB 17-19 • FRI-SUN
MJAA Yeshua 2012
Southwest Conference,
with Paul Wilburm Ted
Pearce, Larry Feldman,
Jonathan Bernis &
more. Hyatt Regency,
Irvine • mjaa.org, 1-800-225-MJAA

FEB 24-25 • FRI-SAT
Real Marriage: The Truth About Sex, Friendship & Life Together, with Mark & Grace
Driscoll. Fri 7-9pm & Sat 9am-12pm, The
Rock Church, 2277 Rosecrans St., San
Diego, $35 • gotothehub.com,

FEB 25 • SATURDAY
“The Power of Hope,”
Real Issues, Real
Answers, One Day
Women’s Event with
Bobby & Tonilee. 9am5pm, Point Loma Nazarene University,
Brown Chapel, San Diego, $25-30 •
realissues-realanswers.com
Educator Job Fair.
Stoneybrooke Christian Schools, San Juan
Capistrano. Hosted by
Network of International
Christian Schools •
nics.org
1st Annual Walk for the School Children of
California, “Fun in the Son.” 9:30am-12pm,
Victory Baptist Church, 227 N Magnolia
Ave., Anaheim • careleasedtime.org

FEB 26 • SUNDAY
The Rock & Worship Roadshow, with
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North, LeCrae,
Hawk Nelson & more. 6pm, Valley
View Casino Center, San Diego, $10 •
therockandworshiproadshow.com

FEB 27-MAR 1 • MON-THU
Children’s Pastor Conference, with Phil
Vischer, Go Fish, Beth Guckenberger,
Craig Jutila & more. Town & Country
Resort & Conference Center, San Diego
• incm.org, 1-800-324-4543

MAR 10 • SATURDAY
Gungor, in concert. 7:30pm, House
of Blues, 1055 5th Ave., San Diego •
transparentproductions.com

MAR 23-24 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, with The Afters, Akintunde, Remedy Drive & more. Viejas
Arena, 5500 Canyon Crest Dr., San Diego
• acquirethefire.com, 1-888-628-3473

MAR 24 • SATURDAY
Booth Brothers, Sunny Southwest 2012
Tour. 5pm, College Ave. Baptist Church,
4747 College Ave., San Diego. $16-$30
• imcconcerts.com, 1-800-965-9324

MAR 30-31• FRI-SAT
Emerge Men’s Conference, with Dr. Robi
Sonderegger, Pastor Jurgen Matthesius.
Oakridge Conference Center, 27224
Hwy 78, Ramona, $175. Hosted by C3
Church San Diego • c3sandiego.com,
(760) 804-8524

MAR 30-APR 1 • FRI-SUN
Fear Not Retreat, for single women. 5pm,
Palomar Christian Conference Center,
Pauma Valley, $155-180. Hosted by
Amazing Life Ministries • fearnotretreats.
org, (760) 571-9031
-888-49-FAITH

MAY 25-27 • FRI-SUN
Spirit West Coast, San Diego. Del Mar
Fairgrounds • spiritwestcoast.org

MORE EVENTS online now at
• Future events for San Diego County not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, LA County and the Inland Empire
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle
Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual,
Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way,
and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.
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Newbreak has a global
heart for people in need
TIERRASANTA — Members from
the five San Diego County campuses
of Newbreak Church recently pledged
more than $220,000 to Give Clean Water and other global ministries.
The money was provided by members at the Tierrasanta, El Cajon,
Santee, Scripps Mesa and Pacific Beach
campuses.
San Diego-based ministries supported by the church include Give
Clean Water, which serves the poor in
underdeveloped countries; Amor Ministries, which builds homes for families
in Mexico, South Africa and the San
Carlos Apache Reservation in Arizona;
a Tijuana orphanage called Niños de la
Promesa; and God’s Extended Hand,
which serves meals to the homeless.
To date, Give Clean Water has helped
more than 35,000 people in Fiji, Haiti,
Ecuador and other parts of the world,
protecting them from life-threatening
water-borne diseases.
“The smile in the face of a child tasting clean water. The joy in the eyes of
a mother telling us her kids don’t get
sick anymore.
“It’s those moments that (help us
to) stay motivated to keep changing
the world, one filter at a time,” said
Amanda Mineer, president of Give
Clean Water.
Global projects include giving clean
water in Fiji, providing homes for abandoned “street children” in Mexico, assisting a childcare center in Nicaragua;
and supporting missionary programs
in Papua New Guinea.
For more information, go to
www.newbreak.org, or call (858)
576-0007.

Real Marriage seminar
POINT LOMA — The Rock Church
will host a “Real Marriage & The Truth
About Sex, Friendship and Life Together” seminar Feb. 24 and 25.
The sessions will be held at 7 p.m.
Feb. 24 and 9 a.m. Feb. 25.
Facilitators for the event will be Pastor Mark Driscoll and his wife, Grace.
Driscoll is pastor of Mars Hill Church
in Seattle and is a noted author and
speaker.
Among the topics to be explored
are dating as a married couple, friendship in marriage, taking out the trash
and sex issues. The Driscolls will also
share how they navigated their marital
journey through biblical teaching and
humor.
Although marriage is covered in the
seminar, the sessions are appropriate
for singles and will cover numerous
dating issues.
Registration is $35 per person.
The church is located at 2277
Rosecrans St.
For more information, visit www.
therocksandiego.org.

‘Fear Not’ theme for
single women’s retreat
PALOMAR — Amazing Life Ministries will present the single women’s seminar, “Fear Not Retreat,”
March 30 to April 1 at the Palomar
Christian Conference Center
The intimate retreat will be led
by Sandy Hancock and Pamela
Sonnenmoser, with Celia Lawley
providing music.
According to organizers, the
weekend will be focused on learning techniques to “fear not” and will
include a combination of speaker
messages, small group experience,
activities and personal time.
Fear topics to be covered include
loneliness, acceptance, trust, aging,
infertility, isolation, financial security and compromising of values.
Registrations made by Jan. 20 are
$155, or $180 after that date.

Members of Newbreak Church have pledged more than $220,000 to Give Clean
Water and other global ministries. Above, Amanda Mineer, president of Give
Clean Water, holds a child in Fiji.

Additional outdoor activities
such as archery, zip line, horseshoes, ping pong, basketball and
volleyball are available, but some
include an additional $5 fee.
For more information about the
conference center, visit www.pccc.
org. For more details about the
retreat itself, visit www.fearnotretreats.org or call (760) 571-9031.

CWA hosts ‘Preserving
Freedom’ conference
ONTARIO — Concerned Women
for America will present the seminar
“Preserving Freedom: New Threats to
Faith and Family” Jan. 28 at the Embassy
Suites in Ontario. The conference runs
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Speakers for the event include
former congressman Fred Grandy,
a senior fellow with the Center for
Security Policy, radio talk show host
and TV actor; Ken Timmerman, an
investigative reporter, best-selling author of “Honor Killing” and “St. Peter’s
Bones” and a 2006 nominee for the
Nobel Peace Prize; former INS Special
Agent Michael Cutler, a fellow at the
Center for Immigration Studies; and
William Federer, historian and author
of “What Every American Needs to
Know About the Qur’an: A History of
Islam and the U.S.”
The event is co-sponsored by
ACT! for America Corona Chapter.
Early Bird registration is $25 if
postmarked by Jan. 14 or $35 from
Jan. 15 to 24. The registration includes a catered luncheon.
For more information, visit
http://california.cwfa.org.

Luncheon to honor
retiring pastor
CITY HEIGHTS — Fairmount
Community Church will host a
luncheon at 2 p.m. Jan. 14 to mark
the retirement of senior Pastor Jim
Gilbert, after 44 years in the ministry—20 of which were at the San
Diego church.
Gilbert is a 1967 graduate of
Brown University and holds degrees from Colgate-Rochester Divinity School and Yale Graduate
School.
In 1991, after being called to
the San Diego congregation—
then called Fairmount Baptist
Church—the Gilberts launched a
door-to-door ministry within the
City Heights community, inviting
adults and children to participate
in fellowship, prayer and biblical
teaching at the church. Gilbert
also helped to develop the church’s
AWANA Club, which included a
pre-program meal.
A decade ago, Gilbert and Charlie
Clark, pastor of Community Christian
Church, oversaw the merger of their
congregations. In addition to his pastoral roles, Gilbert received a certificate

of Community Development from San
Diego State University and was also an
active member of the local Area Planning Committee and served on the
board of directors of City Heights Community Development Corporation, an
advocate for affordable housing in City
Council meeting.
Gilbert and his wife Carol have
two grown children, David and
Lisa.

Evangelist presented
leadership award
ESCONDIDO — Local evangelist Verna Linzey has been named
2011 Leader of the Year during the
Leadership Summit at the Heritage Foundation. In addition to the
award, Linzey served as a keynote
speaker at the event.
During her presentation, Linzey
documented what she called the infiltration of the military chaplaincy
by al-Qaeda operatives, citing the
words of one Congresswoman and
author Robert Spencer.
“If we doubt that America is in
danger, all we have to do is to look
at Europe,” she told the crowd.
“Those who embrace political correctness do not seem either to discern evil or to resist it.”
The Rev. William Owens, president of the Coalition of African
American Pastors, said summit organizers were pleased by Linzey’s
research and presentation.
“Dr. Linzey’s academic presentation
was received with tremendous applause
and brought the audience of academics, politicians and executives to a
standing ovation,” he said.
“We presented the 2011 Leader
of the Year award to Verna Linzey
because she so deserved it due to
her contributions academically,
professionally and personally.”
Linzey is also the general editor
of the forthcoming Women’s Leadership Bible, an edition of a translation by military chaplains.

LIVE
IN PERSON
t(PTQFMNVTJD%PWF"XBSEXJOOFS
t'PSNFSNFNCFSPGUIF&EXJO
)BXLJOT4JOHFST 0)BQQZ%BZ
t3FHVMBSBQQFBSBODFTJOUIF
(BJUIFS)PNFDPNJOHWJEFPTFSJFT
t57BQQFBSBODFTBOEDPODFSUT
BSPVOEUIFXPSMEIBWFCFFOBO
JOTQJSBUJPOUPNJMMJPOT

Friday, January 27, 7:00pm
.FSJEJBO#BQUJTU$IVSDI
4SE4U &M$BKPO

Real Soul Music!

)PTUFECZ

.JTT-JMMJFTJOHTGSPNUIF
IFBSUyBOEIFSNVTJDXJMM
SFBDIZPVSIFBSU
4VHHFTUFEEPOBUJPOPGQFS
QFSTPOPSQFSGBNJMZ

For information, call 619-659-8805

Helping Hearts Heal
Foster Parents needed

Messianic conference
to be held in OC
IRVINE – Messianic Jewish Alliance of America will host the Yeshua 2012 Southwest Conference February 17-19 at the Hyatt Regency.
The conference speakers include
Larry Feldman, Jonathon Bernis,
Joel Liberman and David Chernoff.
The musical guests are Paul Wilbur,
Ted Pearce, Deborah Kline-Iantorno, Cory Bell, and Steve Wiggins.
The conference will also feature Davidic worship, daily classes,
full youth & children’s program,
a Torah service, dance workshops,
singles’ events, Yeshiva, personal
prayer and more.
For more information, or to register
for the conference, visit www.mjaa.org
or call 1-800-225-6522 x100.

Jehovah Jireh, “The Lord will provide.” Genesis 22:14

Rancho Jireh
Foster Homes
Please call for information

Toll-free (866) 275-7534
www.ranchojirehfosterhomes.com
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Christians pray for North Koreans as they face uncertain future
Christian Examiner staff report
SANTA ANA — Christians around
the world have taken to social media
to mobilize in prayer after the death
of North Korea’s long-time dictator
Kim Jong Il, the “Dear Leader” of
one of the world’s most oppressive
regimes.
North Korean news agencies reported that Kim Jong Il had died
Dec. 17 of fatigue from “overworking
to serve the people of North Korea.”
Kim Jong Il was 69 years old.
A period of national mourning has
been declared through Dec. 29; the
funeral is slated Dec. 28, according
to North Korea’s official KCNA news
agency.
As the capital city of Pyongyang
pronounces an increase in “military
capability”—and South Korea moves
to full military alert in fear of instability in the poor and isolated nucleararmed nation—many wonder what
will happen next.
Within minutes of the official announcement of Kim’s death Dec. 19,
Christians around the globe began
posting prayer requests on Twitter

and Facebook on behalf of the region.
“Praying for North and South Korea,” Jeana Lim, a Korean American
living in Saratoga, Calif., wrote on her
Facebook page. “God, let your will be
done.”
Dr. Carl Moeller, USA President/
CEO of Open Doors said that Kim’s
death marked a significant day in
North Korean history.
“Though this brutal dictator, who
was responsible for so many atrocities, has died, the future is still unknown,” said Moeller.
Although prayer for the impoverished North Korea is nothing new
among evangelical Christians, the
death of the 69-year-old leader and
the many unknowns surrounding his
successor, youngest son Kim Jong Un,
have increased anxiety throughout
the region, especially as the North
test-fired a missile Dec. 19 over the
East Sea.
Some observers speculate that
Kim’s son, Kim Jong Un, will be just as
cruel to all dissenters. Others suggest
that he may be more lenient.
“We simply do not know the future

of North Korea, but God does,” said
Moeller.
“This is why it is vital that Christians
around the world pray for North Korea during this transitional time. Pray
especially for the brave Christians
inside North Korea. They are fearful
that they might face even more suffering,” continued Moeller.
According to Open Doors there
are an estimated 50,000 to 70,000
Christians being held in North Korean prison camps where they face even
more horrific treatment than other
prisoners.
“People are starving to death. The
people of North Korea are living a
nightmare that never ends,” Moeller
said.
For the past nine years, North Korea has held the No. 1 spot on the
Open Doors World Watch List. According to Open Doors North Korea
is still expected to retain the top spot.
In North Korea, any form of worship to anyone other than the “Great
Leader” (Kim Il Sung) and the “Supreme Leader” (Kim Jong Il) is seen
as treason. North Korean Christians
are often arrested, tortured or even

killed for their faith in Jesus Christ,
according to Open Doors.
“It is very unlikely that there will
be any policy changes,” says Simon,
Open Doors’ main contact for Christians inside North Korea. “In fact,
since Kim Jong Un came closer to the
helm, North Korea has stepped up its
attempts to uncover any religious activities. There have been more house
raids, more spies trained to infiltrate
religious and human rights networks
and one South Korean Christian
who was murdered in China because
he helped refugees. Christians fear
what Kim Jong Un capable of doing.
He will do anything to keep hold of
power.”
Simon added, “Kim Jong Un was
only designated as the next leader in
October 2010 during a rare Worker’s
Party Congress. He is young and inexperienced. There may be a power
struggle, which he may not win. On
the other hand, the clique around
the Kims has been able to hold the
ropes for over six decades. They have
made it very difficult for opponents
to get organized. Something special
is needed to topple the regime.”

A North Korean Christian refugee
in Seoul, South Korea, told Open
Doors that she had mixed feelings
when she heard the news of the death
of Kim Jong Il.
“I always thought I’d be happy
when he was dead. I hated him but
God taught me to love my enemies.
My North Korean friends react in different ways.”
According to Open Doors sources,
North Korea has closed the borders
and sealed off the usually tolerated
black markets. Security agents and
police officers are seen on every
street and alley. The sound of wailing
people is being heard throughout the
country.
“We hope 2012 will see real
change politically and economically, but especially in freedom to
believe. We pray for freedom for
all citizens so that they may be free
to live how they want and allowed
to believe what they want. We want
those prison camps to open up so
we can embrace our brothers and
sisters in Christ who have suffered
there under terrible circumstances,” said Simon.

CHILD CUSTODY
& Support
Law Ofﬁce of

Patrick L. McCrary

~

31 YEARS OF
FAMILY LAW EXPERIENCE
Also handling…

Divorce and Property Division
Named by the San Diego Daily Transcript as a
San Diego County Top Attorney 2008

2533 S. COAST HWY 101, STE 280

CARDIFF, CA 92007

1-888-FAMLAW-5

Helping obtain Social Security disability beneﬁts
for claimants throughout Southern California

DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI
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Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
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Social Security Disability Advocate

www.californiachildsupport.com
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ACCIDENT AND PERSONAL INJURY CASES

CALLAHAN, LITTLE & SULLIVAN

AUTO/BIKE ACCIDENTS
SLIP & FALL ACCIDENTS
DOG BITES
WRONGFUL DEATH
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE CONSULTATIONS
NO FEE UNLESS YOU WIN AN AWARD

Recipient 2003

“OUTSTANDING TRIAL LAWYER AWARD”
NORTH COUNTY 760.633.3332
SAN DIEGO 858.481.6111

JOHN B. LITTLE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
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ACCOUNTING

HOUSING FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Accounting Services (PSA, Inc.) Save $$$ on
your personal/business taxes, expenses and much
more! Visit www.StopBurningMoney.com to learn
more about how we can help. (619) 464-1015.

Only 6-units in our El Cajon Apartment Complex
located on Naranca Ave. Family setting and Family
owned/operated since 1971. 2 spacious bedrooms
and 2 full bathrooms with 2 walk-in-closets. Free
water, sewer and trash. Small pets welcome. Picnic area. Certified Crime Free Property. Upstairs
unit available. $1,055/month. Call Susan (619)
444-4507.

Wanted, land to purchase or rent for classic auto
auction. North County or East County. (619) 5613182, Peter.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea +
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups,
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties,
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofideas.com,
www.acupofideas.net, (412) 264-4410.

MINISTRIES

Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?
Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

SINGLES

70

More than
FREE
Christian channels including
Spanish and other languages

Electronic Repair. TVs, microwaves, etc. Honest
work at low rates. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS

Expert Proofreading and Editing. Get it right before
your readers see it! Dick, (619) 448-4755.

TRAVEL
Lowest Possible Fares on airline tickets. Deal with
a Christian Travel Agency. Dick, (619) 448-4755.

No monthly fees
Glorystar Satellite
Systems

1-866-597-0728
Afﬁliate No. 87409

Lemon Grove. $525 + 1/3 SDG&E/Cox Cable.
Single female preferred. Share my 3 bedroom/2
bath home. No smoking/alcohol/pets. Unfurnished.
First/last month rent required. Message: (619)
466-9193.

When someone you love is gay. Christian ministry
to families needing help coping with homosexuality. Group meeting. First Tuesday of every month,
7-9pm. Fireside Room, Education Building, San
Diego First Assembly of God, 8404 Phyllis Place.
(619) 426-9300.

Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, Singles Safari, cruises, New
Year’s Eve dance, fun activities. Call (714) 622-4002
or visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com.

Standard package $199

ROOMS FOR RENT

Free Bible Study by mail, postage paid! (760)
598-8968. Nondenominational.

DISC JOCKEYS

SERVICES

Dils Roofing & Repairs. Free estimates. License
#639961. 1-800-501-7663.

HOUSING WANTED

BOOKS

Church for Lease–San Diego. Very nice 6,500 sq.
ft. industrial building. Space for sanctuary, offices
and classrooms. 7,126 sq. ft. parking lot. Centrally
located. (858) 452-7115.

Low cost, top quality. Guaranteed. New, recover,
repair. Dennis Cook Roofing. Lic. # 545185. Call
(619) 443-1300.

Studio. La Mesa, Laundry privileges. Sauna. $650
+ 1/3 utilities + $250 security deposit. Paul (619)
366-4618.

Would like to rent-to-own condo in Rancho Santa
Fe. (619) 260-1062.

CHURCHES FOR RENT

ROOFING
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VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for families, retreats, reunions. (562) 427-9810.

SERVICES

Guitar Lessons. Veteran worship leader and guitarist Scott Coyle is now accepting guitar students.
All levels welcome. Call (619) 490-9690 for more
information and availability.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

Come join our team!

FOR SALE
Auto and Transmission Repair Shop for sale.
Christian owner, retired. 20 years in Orange County.
(714) 675-8271.
Allen Church Organ, best offer. (858) 354-5693.

HELP WANTED
Social Services. Promising Futures, ser ving
DD population in East County, seeking reliable,
dedicated individuals to fill the following full time
and part time positions. Raises/bonuses for
exceptional work. Residential program: Program
Manager, Program Instructor. Overtime opportunities available. Salary start from $8-$10/hour.
Center for Independent Achievement Day Program:
Instructor/Job Coach, $8.50-$9.50/hour. Phone
(619) 592-4850, fax (619) 592-4878 or email
resume to pficareer@yahoo.com.
Need extra income? Work PT with flexible hours
doing office cleaning. Competitive hourly pay. Areas:
El Cajon/Kearny Mesa. Call: (619) 659-9797.
Looking for an HVAC technician who is knowledgeable and has experience in selling, installing, and
repairing all aspects of HVAC systems. We offer top
pay and quality benefits. Skills should be as follows:
equipment maintenance, basic safety knowledge,
documentation skills, conceptual skills, use and
maintenance of power tools, attention to detail,
dependability, and proactive sales. Apply at our
office, call (619) 667-0234, or apply online: www.
tlcplumbinginc.com.

Mount Miguel Covenant Village is a Christian Retirement Community just a
few miles east of San Diego, Calif. Our community consists of eleven residential
apartment buildings, a 48-unit assisted living facility and our skilled nursing center.
Our 28 acre park-like setting has been applauded for its beauty and is enjoyed by
residents and employees alike. We are an accredited continuing care retirement
community, and are part of Covenant Retirement Communities (CRC), a not-forproﬁt corporation, dedicated to the service of others.
Employment Opportunities
We are currently seeking energetic professionals with great communication
skills for the following full-time or part-time positions:
■ Housekeeper (FT)
■ Servers (PT)
■ Certiﬁed Occupational
Therapy Assistant (FT)

■ Resident Service Director (FT)
■ Night Janitor (FT)
■ LVN Charge Nurse
Supervisor (per diem)

If you enjoy working with seniors, we want you to be a part of our missionoriented team! Persons with an active Christian faith are encouraged to apply.
To apply for these positions, or to inquire about other open positions, please
e-mail resume w/salary history to jobs.MountMiguel.CV@covenantretirement.
org, or fax to (619) 931-1237, or apply in person at 325 Kempton St., Spring
Valley, CA 91977. EOE.
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