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Brew-ha-ha
Retiree cooks up coffee
roasting ministry for charity
By Lori Arnold
IRVINE — Seventy years ago
Humphrey Bogart’s Rick Blaine
wound down the classic film “Casablanca” by telling co-star Ingrid
Bergman’s Ilsa Lund that their
problems “don’t amount to a hill of
beans in this crazy world.”
All these years later, the world
is even crazier, but Rusty Veary, a
retired Southern California Edison lineman, is seeking to redeem
the lowly bean—this time coffee
beans—as a fundraising tool for
He Intends Victory, an Irvine-based
ministry to HIV and AIDS patients
and their families.
Veary, and his wife, Jennifer, who
is HIV-positive, have served the
ministry as missionaries in Malaysia,
Vietnam, Thailand and Uganda.
“He’s a man of prayer and commitment to sharing the hope of
Jesus Christ to those facing HIV/
AIDS,” said Bruce A. Sonnenberg,

Notice to readers…
This issue of the Christian Examiner is a combined November/December issue. The next
issue will be a combined January/February issue. There will
be no issues printed separately
for December and February.

Pastor Chuck Smith enjoys a light moment during a 2009 sermon at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa.
Rusty Veary checks his green coffee
beans before starting the roasting
process in his garage. Veary roasts
the coffee as a fundraiser for He
Intends Victory, a ministry that serves
patients with HIV/AIDS.

founder of He Intends Victory,
which began in 1990 as a support
group for three people.
Since its founding, He Intends
Victory has expanded its outreach
to North and South America, Africa, Asia and Europe, offering radio
and TV programming, orphanage
ministry, homes for HIV patients,
and education about the impact of
HIV/AIDS.
Sonnenberg said that with the
See COFFEE, page 5

Calvary Chapel founder leaves
behind great spiritual legacy
Chuck Smith, 86, was monumental in discipling leaders
By Lori Arnold
SANTA ANA — If Chuck Smith
had been a civil engineer, his
empire would have been diverse
enough to run a small city. But as a
pastor and leader of Calvary Chapel—an entire movement that
reshaped traditional church and
advanced the Kingdom through

parts of six decades—Smith created a legacy that helped to bridged
this sin-infested world with the
eternal security of heaven for millions of unsaved people.
On Oct. 3, Smith, senior Pastor at Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa,
earned his eternal reward after
a 19-month battle with lung cancer. The 86-year-old father of

four never smoked in his life. In
an interview with Assist News Service after his diagnosis, Smith was
hopeful that the cancer had been
detected early enough. Through
most of his treatment, Smith remained active at the church and
had preached the Sunday services
See CHUCK SMITH, page 15

Saving Saeed
Mom becomes international ambassador for imprisoned husband
By Lori Arnold
RIVERSIDE — Naghmeh Panahi
Abedini was trying to fill the gap for
her daughter, Rebekah, who, at age
7, was spending another birthday
without her beloved father.
He was marking the day in a
notorious prison in Tehran where
he was convicted and sentenced
to eight years on national security
charges because of his ties to the
Iranian house-church movement.
Despite increasing pleas from
the international community, Iran
has refused to release Pastor Saeed
Abedini.
“It’s been very difficult, especially
for me as a mom seeing my kids suffer,” said Naghmeh, who was at a
Southern California women’s conference in October.
“It was her second (birthday)
without daddy. The first one I told
her ‘We’ll get him home soon, before your next birthday.’ This one
I didn’t know what to tell her. She
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Naghmeh Abedini shares her story at the U.S. Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission in March. The wife of imprisoned Iranian-American Pastor Saeed
Abedini has traveled the globe trying to secure his release.

asked, ‘How many more birthdays?’”
Since her husband’s Sept. 26,
2012 arrest—following more than
two months of government-imposed house arrest—the intensely
private Naghmeh has found herself unexpectedly juggling the demands of being a single mom with
her very public international campaign to free her husband.
During much of Saeed’s first year
of incarceration, Naghmeh and her
attorneys from the American Center for Law and Justice worked diligently to get him released. Their
efforts generally failed to generate
much traction with either the Iranian or American governments.
But since late summer, as Iran’s
new President Hassan Rouhani has
wooed Western leaders with vows of
moderacy, Naghmeh and her legal
team have become more optimistic
that Saeed could soon be released.
“I was very hesitant because I
know above every president in

Iran is actually a Supreme leader
who has not changed, and controls
everything,” said Naghmeh, who
grew up in Idaho—where she now
lives—after her family fled her native Iran with the onset of the Iranian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq
War.
Her hopes of securing Saeed’s
freedom were primarily kick-started in September, she said, with the
news that President Barack Obama,
in the first phone call by a U.S.
president to an Iranian president
since 1979, asked about Saeed’s
fate. Other national leaders have
also given voice to Saeed, with the
European Parliament issuing a resolution calling for the pastor’s release. Online, nearly 630,000 have
signed petitions seeking his release.
Naghmeh is hoping Iran will consider releasing her husband as a
good-will gesture in hopes of easing
sanctions against the country.
See SAVING SAEED, page 2
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SAVING SAEED…

Late bulletin: Abedini transferred

Continued from page 1
“This will give them a chance to show
that they are genuine in what they are
saying in terms of their moderacy,” she
said. “Seeing a lot of different countries
and governments and presidents speak
out gives me a lot of hope.”
An international witness
While international leaders have
helped to elevate public awareness
of Saeed’s imprisonment, Naghmeh still marvel at her role as the
persistent town crier.
“I see God’s hands in all of this,”
she said. “I’ve seen that it has become more than trying to free
Saeed. The Lord has used this for
the gospel. I’ve been able to share
my faith in different platforms.”
In June she flew to Geneva to
speak before the U.N. Human
Rights Council, where leaders from
100 countries listened to Naghmeh’s impassioned plea.
“I was supposed to end with
pleading for my husband’s release,
but I knew in my heart that the Lord
had me there because I had something bigger than that,” she said. “I
felt that God was going to release
my husband, but I was there to give
them something they needed.”
So, to the hushed crowd, Naghmeh
said she suggested the leaders look for
a different solution to global peace.
“They were hearing in their own
language as I spoke and I said that
Jesus is the way to reconciliation
with God,” the wife said. “He is the
God of peace that you are looking
for. He is the solution to what you
are all trying to figure out.”
His wisdom
The emboldened mom said it
seemed surreal, and a little foolish, to

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE

Rebekah and Jacob Abedini enjoy a happier time with their father, Pastor Saeed
Abedini. The children have not seen their dad since he left for a trip to Iran in
June 2012. He was convicted last year of national security violations because
of his work with the house church movement in Iran. He is imprisoned in Tehran
after receiving an eight-year sentence.

say such things before world leaders.
“The Lord reminded me that
the foolishness to the world is the
wisdom of God,” she said. “So I
just opened my mouth and shared
about Christ.”
Later in the summer she was
interviewed on Voice of America,
which was broadcast to millions of
Iranians.
“I’ve been able to share the gospel with millions and millions of
Iranians,” she said. “It doesn’t really
make sense for the Iranian government to keep him there. People are
coming to Christ in prison through
Saeed. The more they keep him,
the more I’m on media. Someone
said the Iranian government is trying to silence Saeed, but they are
giving him a platform for the gospel.”
Chasing away fear
The fight for Saeed has been a journey that has stretched Naghmeh’s faith,
and helped her to overcome fears of
flying and speaking, while creating in
her an inexplicable joy in watching the

Lord maneuver from one God-moment
to the next.
“I just felt like I was that woman
who clung to Jesus after 12 years of
bleeding and she got healed,” she
said. “I was just so desperate. I was
in such a dark time in my life.”
That was until the Lord ushered
in a season of peace.
“(This journey) has revealed my
complete weakness and has shown
me that He is complete strength,”
she said. “I don’t fear anything anymore. I don’t fear bad news.”
She’s also remarkably adapted to
her newfound demand as an inspirational speaker, a concept foreign
to her a year or so ago.
“I’m just a mom and a wife,” she said.
“I have a phone number and I have
an email address just like everyone
else. It’s beautiful to know that it isn’t
a ministry, but God is ministering. I
haven’t had to fund-raise. I haven’t had
to do anything but He’s allowed me to
speak to nations.”
For more information, visit www.
savesaeed.com.
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The life of American pastor
Saeed Abedini is “directly at risk”
after he was transferred Nov. 3
to an “even more dangerous”
Iranian prison, according to Jay
Sekulow, chief counsel of the
American Center for Law and
Justice.
“Rajai Shahr Prison is where
prisoners are sent to disappear —
many are murdered at the hands
of other prisoners,” Sekulow said.
Abedini’s move to Rajai Shahr

Prison — where he is being held
in a cellblock with murderers and
rapists — came on the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church.
It also came two days after four
U.S. Senators proposed a bipartisan resolution calling “on the
Government of Iran to immediately release Saeed Abedini and
all other individuals detained
on account of their religious beliefs.”

Timeline of the Saeed Abedini’s ministry, arrest
2001: Naghmeh Panahi leaves her
Idaho home to minister in Iran following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
in the United States.
2002: Naghmeh meets Saeed
Abedini, a Christian convert, while
doing ministry in Iran.
2003: Naghmeh and Saeed are
engaged to be married.
2004: The couple is married in
Tehran.
2005: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is
elected President of Iran and the
persecution of Christians escalates.
Saeed, who is influential in the
Iranian house-church movement,
decides to accompany his family
back to the United States for their
safety and to protect the established
house churches.
2008: Saeed is ordained with the
American Evangelistic Association.
2009: The couple, hoping the hostilities toward Christians has waned,
return to Iran for ministry work.
While there, Saeed is detained and
questioned, but told he can remain
in Iran as long as he is not involved
in the house-church movement. The
government invites Saeed to launch
a humanitarian effort. The couple
decides to open an orphanage on
donated land and begins the long
process toward building the facility and obtaining security permits.
Saeed travels freely between Iran
and the United States as the process
to open the orphanage continues.
2010: Saeed is granted U.S. citizenship through his American wife.
2012: Saeed returns to Iran in June
to finish up the remaining details
to open the orphanage when he is
detained and placed under house
arrest. In September he was arrested
by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard and
imprisoned at the notorious Evin

Prison in Tehran.
Jan. 27, 2013: Saeed is sentenced
to eight years in prison for undermining national security.
March 3: Saeed tells his family he
believes he has internal bleeding
after several beatings in prison.
June 4: Naghmeh testifies before
the U.N. Human Rights Council,
saying her husband was suspected
of having internal bleeding from
untreated injuries brought on by
torture and beatings.
July 20: After several unsuccessful
attempts, Saeed finally receives medical treatment at a private hospital.
His digestive tracks shows signs of
repeated injury.
Aug. 25: Saeed’s appeal is rejected.
Sept. 23: Naghmeh unexpectedly crosses paths with Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani while
both were at the U.N. General
Assembly. When she notices his
security detail, Naghmeh hands
one of his aides a letter she had
been carrying around, which her
husband had written to Rouhani.
The aide vows to give Rouhani
the letter.
Sept. 26: More than 100 prayer
vigils in 40 states and 15 nations
mark the one-year anniversary of
Saeed’s arrest.
Sept. 27: President Barack Obama
asks Iranian President Hassan Rouhani about the fate of Saeed during
a rare phone call in which he also
broached the topic of the imprisonment of several other Americans, and
the country’s nuclear program. It was
the first call from a U.S. president
to an Iranian counterpart since the
1979 hostage crisis.
Oct. 11: The European Parliament issues a resolution calling for
Saeed’s release.
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Beyond entertainment
Veteran Hollywood actor Corbin Bernsen finds faith in filmmaking
By Lori Arnold
HOLLYWOOD — Decades removed
from “LA Law,” the TV drama that
launched him to stardom, and nearly
200 other small and big screen credits
to his name, Corbin Bernsen stood
holding a bag with his father’s ashes and
pondered the question that transcends
our station in life. Rich or poor. Old or
young. Celebrity or hermit.
“I studied that bag and asked myself,
‘Now what? Is that it for him? Is this all
there is?’” the actor said. “That led me
to start looking inward and ‘upward’ for
higher purpose and meaning. Death
can do one of several things to you;
break you or make you. I chose to let
it make me. So began my journey to
understand my relationship with what
I had always called ‘the great mystery.’”
For Bernsen, that journey coalesced
at the intersection of his father’s passing, his own aging and the reality of a
movie industry obsessed with youth.
“The creation of that fantastic intersection alone is enough proof of God
for me; what He wants for me to do,”
Bernsen said.
Seeing God’s provision at work in
the midst of the fickle endeavors of
filmmaking only served to underscore
his belief in God.
“To make our films is extremely
difficult on the budget levels we have
and the size of our goals,” Bernsen said
of his film company Team Cherokee
Productions. “Some have even said we
are unrealistic. But that hasn’t stopped
me. Because of that I often find myself
in a deep hole, mid-production, in
need of something that seems almost
impossible. Then out of the blue the
solution comes forth. And often it isn’t
the very thing I needed, but an alternate solution, a better solution. It goes
way beyond ‘necessity is the mother of
invention.’ This is Divine intervention.
I’m certain of it.
“And it happens over and over,
every film, every time I go into
a creative mode, even writing a
script. It is simply astounding and
not, as I’ve come to learn, what I
once thought to be merely ‘coincidence.’ It is the presence of the
Lord, taking my hand and showing
me the way when I stumble. Period.”
In recent years, Bernsen has focused on faith-based films, now
considered a hot commodity in the
once-hostile Hollywood. His latest
project, “Beyond the Heavens,” has
just been released on DVD through
EchoLight Studios, which is headed
by former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum,
a 2012 presidential candidate. In
addition to writing the screenplay,
Bernsen stars as Gus Henry, father
of the lead character, Oliver Henry
(Nathan Gamble) a 12-year-old boy
who struggles with family dysfunction and turns to science to answer
his questions. Ultimately his journey leads back to faith.
Although a fictional account, Bernsen said Oliver Henry’s journey closely

mirrors his own.
“I wrote the movie to explore something that has been a long-standing
source of exploration and curiosity
that has always fascinated me,” the
writer/director said. “While both science and faith—religion—have their
important places in our lives, which
one, if any, takes the lead? Or do they
‘share a prescription’ for the way I
move forward on my journey here on
earth? This has been something that
has fascinated me since I was a child.
God or Science? Which do I believe?
Which comes first? Can they work
hand in hand? I would call it ‘the great
mystery of the universe.’”
Movies with a message
Bernsen said his goal as a filmmaker
extends well beyond creating 60 or 90
minutes of wholesome entertainment.
“I like to raise questions, make us
think,” he said. “I believe, personally,
that God wants us to question, to think,
to ponder the larger picture. He ultimately trusts that, if we do this, then
we will eventually get to know Him,
truthfully, personally.
“I think this is what is important, that
we get to know God on a personal level,
through our personal exploration and
not because we are told to know God,
‘or else.’ Maybe that is one of the deeper
messages” of ‘Beyond the Heavens.’”
The filmmaker said that even as
the young hero, Oliver, makes the
ultimate discovery about faith, he also
determines that “science and nature,
too, have their place.”
“I hope that viewers take several
things away from the story. First and
foremost is to explore their faith and,
yes, feel the freedom to question it; to
feel the right to question things that
have (been) drilled into us. Right now
the world is upside down and we naturally question bigger topics, not the
least of which is God, His very existence!
How can God let these things happen?
I want people to question, to explore.
“Second, I suppose I would like
to suggest that while science and
nature have given us great answers,
solutions and cures, there still exists
an even higher power that stands
above it all.”
Realistic scripts
As a storyteller for the masses, Bernsen said he believes that as faith-based
films gain ground it is imperative that
they present a realistic look at life to
maintain credibility.
“We might have to venture into dark
areas, truthfully, which commonly
don’t occur in Christian filmmaking,”
he said. “I don’t want to preach to the
choir or make movies just to make a
quick buck from people who already
know the love of Christ. Rather, I want
to change lives of those ‘outside the
circle’ and bring people to a place
where they’ll consider Christ, consider
God and what it truly means to be
Christian and not the perceived meaning that makes news. I’m not there yet,
but I’m getting closer and braver, to be
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Actor and director Corbin Bernsen, right, stars in a scene from “Beyond the Heavens,” which he wrote. Also starring in the
film is Nathan Gamble, left, and Dendrie Taylor.

utterly honest.”
While Bernsen admits his journey
is far from over, he is confident about
his mission.
“I feel, without a doubt, that my calling is to bring people to faith who have
either never explored it or have been
driven away from it for various reasons
over the past half century,” he said.
“Generally speaking we seem to have
forgotten the love and compassion
that Christ taught us, and instead we
focus on being ‘right.’ We focus on
fear. That is driving people away from

faith. I want to change that. I know, in
my heart, how important it is for people
to at least explore faith, the teachings
of Christ and God. I know what fullness
it brings to a life.”
Shunning fear
Still, Bersen said he understands
that speaking such truth can come at
a steep price.
“I could argue that it might even
be part of the reason I’m not a ‘bigger name’ celebrity,” he said. “I don’t
hide much. It’s my hope and prayer

that God will continue to give me the
green light … to carry on and deliver
me from the fear of being ‘incorrect’
or worse, politically correct.
“Now, more than ever, we need truth,
personal and God-given truths, to be
revealed. That is what I want for my
films. That is what I want for my fellow
man. It is the only path to Him and this
extraordinary gift of life we all share....
Phew, sounds like an epic film!”
For more information, visit www.
echolight.com/beyondtheheavens.
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Revive the Church, revive the culture: One before the other
We talk a lot about reviving the
culture, as well we should. But
recently we were reminded of
something even more important.
An ever-present danger in doing cultural commentary is, as the
saying goes, “to miss the forest for
the trees.” I’ll confess: Sometimes
instead of seeing the work we do
as part of the larger task of the
Church’s proclamation of the
Good News, we can let cultural
change become an end in itself.
Case in point: a recent letter
and article we received from a
listener who asked a vital, yet often
neglected, question: “Can the contemporary culture be led back to
a Christian worldview without the
church being spiritually revived
first?”
And the answer, of course, is
“No!” So why don’t we talk about
the need for spiritual renewal
more often? Well, the truth is
that most worldview and culture
discussions proceed as if cultural
renewal is, if not independent of

A renewed church is the best
hope for a renewed culture.
spiritual renewal, only tangentially
related to it.
We talk a lot about reading the
right books, mastering the right
arguments and otherwise knowing what to say. And these really
are important. But what’s more
important is the disposition of
our hearts.
As my correspondent rightly
points out, “only a revival of faith
in the living God can change the
mood of society, and only a revived
church can bring that about.”
And history backs that up: The
Wesleyan revival in 18th century
England and the first and second
Great Awakenings in 18th and
19th century America transformed
these societies. As I learned in
doing the research for my book

“Amazing Grace” about William
Wilberforce, the movements to
abolish the slave trade and then
to abolish slavery itself grew out
of those revivals.
So my correspondent is right
when he draws a line between a
renewed church and a renewed
culture. While the latter won’t necessarily follow the former, without
a renewed church the chances of
cultural renewal are close to zero.
If we don’t live as if Christianity is
true, by what right should we expect
our neighbors to?
Thus it’s incumbent on us to
humble ourselves before God, to
confess our sins, and pray for His
forgiveness and direction.
Again, this does not guarantee
cultural renewal. But what it does

Great Awakening.
guarantee, if sincerely
In his book, “What
undertaken, is that we
Hath Got Wrought,”
will be living out our
what historian Dancall to be salt and light.
iel Walker Howe
Some people might
calls “the transfordismiss this as a kind
mation of America”
of pietism that leads
is largely a story of
to withdrawal. Again,
how religious revival
history shows othercreated and fueled
wise. The impact of
the reformist imthe aforementioned
revivals was felt far
John Stonestreet pulse.
So my corresponbeyond church walls.
The French philosopher and histo- dent is right: A renewed church
rian Élie Halévy concluded that it is the best hope for a renewed
was Wesleyan revival that prevented culture. I’m grateful for his insight,
an English equivalent to the bloody an insight born of long experience,
because he’s a 92-year-old retired
French Revolution.
Wesley’s followers not only pastor and missionary.
Please visit BreakPoint.org to
ministered to the poor but they
also fostered the creation of the read Bert Warden’s brief but spotkinds of elite networks, including on article “Only a Revived Church
Wilberforce’s, which promoted Can Revive Society’s Faith.”
social reform.
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. StonOn this side of the Atlantic, the
abolitionist movement and many estreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,”
other reforms would not have a radio commentary, formerly featurhappened but for the second ing the late Chuck Colson.

An advocate for freedom born from Communist oppression
Several months
back, a great victory for religious
freedom was won
in the courts: Two
Christians who were
arrested for reading the Bible aloud
outside of their local
DMV were found not
guilty. The judge deJennifer
cided that there was
not enough evidence that they
had violated any law, and their
freedom of speech was upheld.
Our co-counsel in this case, Nic
Cocis, had a unique perspective
on and appreciation for this case.
He came from a Communist dictatorship in Romania to America,
where he became an advocate for
individual liberties.
Growing up in Romania during a dictatorship regime, Cocis
felt the pain of state oppression
of the church and Christians
firsthand. At school, he and his
brothers were often questioned
by state teachers about what

occurred in their
church, and they
were even brought
before their class as
an example of how
young people should
not live.
When one of Nic’s
brothers was able
to escape this persecution by fleeing
Monk
to America with a
Christian couple, the remaining
members of the family began
to be watched more closely by
the Romanian government.
Cocis told Christian News, “My
parents began to be followed by
the security forces to see where
they were going (and) what they
were doing. Our phones were being tapped whenever my brother
would call from America … and
our mail was read too (as) the
letters we would receive were
unsealed and cut open.”
Shortly before the family
decided to leave the country,
Cocis’s parents were fired from
their jobs, Nic was kicked out of

Whoever would overthrow the
liberty of a nation must begin
by subduing the freeness of
speech. — Ben Franklin
his school, and the family was
forced to pay a fee to give up their
Romanian citizenship.
When he arrived in America,
Cocis decided that he wanted to
become an advocate for the liberty he had not been allowed in
his mother country. He became
an attorney to defend the freedoms he was proud to enjoy here
in America. When he heard about
our case involving Christians
arrested for reading from the
Bible, it sounded like something
that would have happened under
the dictatorship in his home
country…not in America!
We are blessed to have religious
freedom in America, and when it
is challenged, we must stand firm
in our beliefs and defend our
Constitutional liberties! If we are
not afforded the basic freedoms
provided to us by our forefathers—freedoms of religion,
speech, assembly, etc.—then can
we really consider ourselves free?
We can sometimes find ourselves becoming comfortable in
our present reality, not noticing
subtle changes that could eventually spell big changes to our way
of life. Our clients were arrested
for reading the Bible aloud to
people waiting outside their lo-

cal DMV. Perhaps you might not
think much of this because it’s
“not the way I would go about
spreading the gospel of Jesus.”
However, what if next time it is
someone arrested for conducting
a Bible study in a local park? Or
distributing pamphlets to passersby on the street? As Christians
we must remain aware of what
is happening around us, and we
must stand firm in our beliefs,
or a slow and subtle oppression
of freedom could turn quickly
into a persecution of our faith
in daily life.
1 Corinthians 16:13 tells us,

“Be on guard. Stand firm in the
faith. Be courageous. Be strong.”
Let’s not become complacent in
our faith and in our mindset. We
are called to stand firm and to be
on guard—watch for the signs of
changing times, and be courageous to defend your faith and
liberty if it is challenged.
Our country was built on the
belief that we have God-given
liberties and freedom of religion.
May we always be thankful for the
fact that we don’t live in a reality
where the default is to persecute
people of faith or diminish
their effectiveness through no
freedom of speech. And be on
guard and aware of what is happening in our nation. Benjamin
Franklin warned us, “Whoever
would overthrow the liberty of a
nation must begin by subduing
the freeness of speech.”
Bursch is associate general counsel at Murietta-based Advocates for
Faith & Freedom. For more information, visit www.faith-freedom.com.
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COFFEE…
Continued from page 1

Sam Hart, a worship leader with roots in Southern California, has launched Missional Music, a funding platform to help
artists spread the gospel across the globe.

A Hart for people
Worship leader launches missional
music project to reach the unreached
By Lori Arnold
FRESNO — Sam Hart is a musician
with a mission and it has nothing to
do with radio airtime or his wallet.
As the worship leader for The Well
Community Church in Fresno, Hart
has spent the past 15 years involved in
the Christian music industry—until an
epiphany caused him to pause.
“At some point I lost interest in
the idea of trying to ‘make it’ in
Christian music,” he said. “I started
to question my motives.”
That feeling only intensified during a trip to Nicaragua.
“I realized how removed those
particular people were from Christian music festivals, Air-1, GMA and
the Dove awards,” he said. “I mean
the neighborhoods we were in had
no paved streets, houses were made
of block, tin panels, mattresses or
whatever else could function as
a wall. People owned one set of
clothes and sometimes not even
shoes. They had to walk with a dirty
bucket to get water. Getting out of
North America really puts things
into perspective.”
That trip sparked ongoing conversations with his wife, Christin,
and with other friends about how
to use their music to meet the
needs of people around the globe.
“The idea grew until we realized
the best way to do this would be to
open our idea to other artists who
feel the same way, and then as a
community of artists, give away our
music to fund God’s work in the
world,” said the former Sackcloth
Fashion band member.
Those brainstorming sessions
birthed Missional Music, an online community of musicians who
use their music to fund ministries
already in place in needy communities. This summer Hart’s team
released “Missional Music Volume
One,” an album with 12 songs from
12 artists. All of the profits from the
album, downloadable from the Internet, benefit the Acts Training, a
church-planting ministry in Nepal.
The center trains five to 20 church
planters for five months before
they are sent to the field.
“Forty percent of the world

doesn’t have access to Jesus, and
we’d like to use our music sales to
change that,” he said, adding that
the ministry emphasis is on “people-planting, because the church is
made of people.
“We’d like to fund everything, from training indigenous church-planters, to building
gathering-places, to rescuing dying babies…and everything in-between. With the sole purpose of the
gospel being preached.”
In the future, Missional Music
plants to partner with one or two
“well-established, trusted organizations that already have great missional efforts going on.
“This way, moving forward we
can focus on the music aspect and
just hand over the funds to people
with a broader reach and who have
already figured out how to have
maximum impact,” Hart said.
Creative outlet
While the major focus is to ease
suffering in other parts of the
world, Hart said the second emphasis of Missional Music is to provide a vital, creative outlet that the
“biblically-formed songwriters and
musicians” were missing in the traditional Christian industry.
“We want to create and share
quality, authentic and unfiltered
music of all kinds ,,, that is just
good music, but also contributes
to the worldview of the listener in
terms of what it looks like to live
a Christ-empowered life on this
earth,” the self-trained musician
said. “What I mean by ‘unfiltered’ is
that we’d like to partner with artists
who create excellent music without
the goal of fitting the mold needed
in order to get played on the radio.
The idea is creating and sharing
what we ‘like’ rather than what we
feel pressured to create.”
Technological benefits
One of the blessings for Missional Music is the advancement
of technology, which allows artists
to work together from various locations. Hart, for instance, is now
leading the ministry from Fresno,
where his family recently relocated

after living in San Diego for years.
In addition to leading worship at
Jamul Community Church for eight
years, Hart has also ministered at
Shadow Mountain, Skyline Church,
The Rock, San Diego Christian College and Emmanuel Faith. He and
his wife met at Indian Hills Camp,
where they both worked during the
summers.
While the use of technology has
enabled them to establish Missional
Music with relative ease, Hart admits there are drawbacks.
“A potential issue is that for $200
bucks and a laptop anyone can create decent music,” he said. “And
this is turning an abundant river of
musical options into an overwhelming ocean. I love the Switchfoot
lyric, ‘If we’re adding to the noise,
turn off this song.’ Exactly…there’s
more noise than ever!
“I think there’s a need for a crystal clear voice to be heard above the
noise, that asks questions like: Who
created music anyway, and why?
What does the Creator have to say
about music as a language? What
are some fresh ways we can understand His physical laws of sound,
poetry, and vibration, and with
them, create new and life-altering
art?”
Redemptive message
Because of the power of music,
Hart said it’s imperative that Biblebelieving Christians counter the
false truths found in secular music.
“It breaks my heart to see musicians who may not know the Creator shaping the music-culture
and defining ‘excellence’ in music.
So many of these mega-talented
people are some of the best worship leaders on the planet. They’re
just directing worship to the wrong
object. Why don’t those of us who
know the Creator point to Him as
the model of artistic excellence
and the only true Celebrity worthy
of praise?”
For more information, visit www.
missionalmusic.org.

advent of more effective drug therapies, many Americans have dismissed HIV/AIDS as a “chronic”
disease such as diabetes or arthritis
that can be “treated with a pill.”
“But for the 34 million people infected with the HIV virus worldwide
and another 500 million affected,
AIDS is a very real and deadly disease,” the ministry founder said.
The idea for Beans of Love, his
home-roasted coffee ministry, slowly percolated after a conversation
with a friend.
“Neither of us had ever done
it before,” he said. “So one day I
bought half a pound (of) ‘green’
beans from Whole Foods and started reading up on roasting methods
from the web. I gave it a try, and
much to my surprise it really tasted
good.”
His friend encouraged him to
continue his pursuit of the perfect
bean.
“As I looked into a place to buy
beans for roasting I saw that many
of the countries where He Intends
Victory has workers produce green
coffee beans,” he said. “Then it hit
me—totally the Holy Spirit—why
not buy the green beans from these
countries, roast them for sale and
use the funds to help people with
HIV/AIDS? It’s a link, a stream, a
tie directly to the people.”
He began sharing his roasted
treats with others.
“I gave a few samples to friends
at church and they really enjoyed
the fresh roast flavor,” Veary said.
“So again lead by the Spirit I used
Mason jars to process the roasted
beans, which hold the aroma. I
package them in pint and quart
jars, which makes a good seal.”
Packing it in
As a result, Veary now roasts Kenyan and Ugandan coffee beans,
which are made available for donations to He Intends Victory. The
beans are sold in a pint jar, which
holds about 2.3 ounces and makes
30 cups, and the quart jar, about 9.2
ounces that brews about 120 cups.”
They cost $5 and $20 respectively.
Shipping is $5.95 to anywhere in
the United States.

But the fundraiser doesn’t end
there.
“After the coffee is gone you can
use the jar as a reminder that you
are helping the work of He Intends
Victory and fill it with your change
and loose coins and return it,”
Veary said. “We’ll then sterilize the
jar, refill it with fresh roasted beans
from a different country and continue the process!”
Expanding the harvest
In the future, Veary is considering expanding his operation to
include “the Congo and Vietnam
and another 15 or 16 countries,
so maybe we’ll start roasting their
green beans as well! (There’s)
nothing like a good cup of coffee
while reading the Bible!”
Sonnenberg said he’s been impressed with the birth of Beans of
Love.
“It’s always a joy to see the Lord
use a willing heart,” the director
of He Intends Victory said. “And
when that willing heart creatively
approaches ministry, what a blessing to watch what happens. That’s
the case with Rusty Veary.
“When Rusty shared with me his
desire of raising funds to help those
facing this challenge by roasting coffee
beans from the countries He Intends
Victory serves in, I just knew God would
bless this man’s dream. And the coffee
tastes really great.”
Fueled by the Word
Veary points to Scripture as the
catalyst for his service, especially
Galatians 6: 9-10, which counsels,
“Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Therefore, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the
family of believers.”
“This verse really encourages us
to keep doing good and not give up
because there is a harvest coming,”
the coffee connoisseur said. “And
who would have guessed it, but the
Lord can even use ‘green coffee
beans!’”
For information, visit www.
heintendsvictory.org or call 1-800448-4673. Sonnenberg, writing for
Assist News Service, contributed
to this article.

Rusty Veary pours his coffee beans into metal strainers as part of the cooling
process.
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Seminar at Biola to explore
‘stealth euthanasia’ topic
By Lori Arnold
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herbs, and acupuncture are needed to heal the body.
Sincerely, Steven E. Warren, MD, Utah
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LA MIRADA — For years, Bob
Cielnicky and his pro-life peers
have openly crusaded to protect
the rights of the unborn, the disabled and the elderly, but as the
culture has increasingly shifted to
the left, they are finding themselves
a type of stealth fighters as they try
to stave off attempts to legalize euthanasia in California.
“Open euthanasia is rarely seen,
or it would be prosecuted,” said
Cielnicky, president of the Scholl
Institute of Bioethics and founder
of the Life Priority Network. “What
is observed are actions such as withholding of food and water, terminal
sedation and withholding medical
treatment for treatable conditions
unrelated to a patient’s terminal
condition. These lead to a hastened
and imposed death, often without
patient awareness. This is stealth
euthanasia.”
To help educate the public about
the possible threats to society, Scholl
Institute is joining California Nurses
for Ethical Standards, Crusade for
Life, International Life Services, Physicians for Compassionate Care and Los
Angeles Archdiocese Office of Life,
Justice and Peace in hosting a Stealth
Euthanasia Symposium on Nov. 23 at
Biola University.
“There is a general public awareness that something has radically
changed in some sectors of the
medical profession, a change from
the credo of ‘do no harm’ to a profit-driven business model,” Cielnicky
said. “This is most commonly felt in
end-of-life situations. We want to
provide people with an understanding of what is happening, what recourse they have and what can be
done to reverse this trend.”
Cielnicky warned that the most
immediate public threat is not euthanasia.
“Legalization of euthanasia is an
incremental process,” he said, adding that not one state has legalized
the effort to date. “However the
path leading to it is evident in Oregon, Washington and Vermont and
it is called Physician-Assisted Suicide. Historically, physician-assisted
suicide has been the precursor to
euthanasia. It worked that way in
Nazi Germany and in the Nether-

lands.”
He said the modern push for PAS can
most often be traced to advocacy work
of Compassion & Choices, a Denverbased organization created from the
merger of Compassion In Dying and
End-of-Life Choices, formerly known
as the Hemlock Society.
“Euthanasia is when one person
brings about the death of another,
not in an act of war or self-defense,”
Cielnicky said. “It is often couched
as an act of compassion, but is really first-degree murder. Christians
have always understood ‘Thou shalt
not murder’ and have been called
by Christ himself to be salt and
light. As Christians we should care
(for) and protect the vulnerable.”
The pro-life activist said he believes the threat of Physician-Assisted Suicide coming to the Golden
State is real.
“We are especially concerned
here in California since the California Democratic Party last year added a Death with Dignity pro-PAS
plank to their state party platform,”
he said. “With a Democrat super
majority in both the state Assembly
and Senate, and a Democrat governor, the possibility of passing PAS
through legislation is much greater
than when it was defeated three
times in the last decade.”
Topics for the event include
foundational principles for end-oflife decisions; the manifestation of
stealth euthanasia in the medical
industry; the worldwide trend toward PAS and euthanasia; advance
directives, power of attorney and
other end-of-life documentation;
PAS legalization attempts in America, especially those in California;
the work of a pro-life hospice in
Pittsburgh; and concerns about the
evolution of hospice care facilities.
The cost of the seminar, which
includes lunch, parking and materials is $35 for the public and $25
for students and the disabled. The
coalition is also seeking donations
to provide scholarships for the
needy. CEU credits are available
and included in the registration
fee.
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Integration, Involvement,
Investment at SDCC
“We are intentional every day about
investing in the whole student – heart,
mind, and soul.”
SDCC professor
San Diego Christian College (SDC),
founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye,
Art Peters and Henry Morris, provides a
Christian liberal-arts education focusing
on developing the next generation of
Christian leaders. SDC’s main campus is
located in sunny San Diego just minutes
away from local beaches and mountains.
INTEGRATION of faith and
learning:
SDC’s academic programs seek
to prepare you for professional and
personal success. Whether you are
interested in online, evening, fulltime, part-time, or even attending our
Minnesota campus, we have a degree
program that will ﬁt your needs.
Each major is grounded in Biblical
truth, framed by a liberal arts perspective and focused around a major ﬁeld
of study. This curricular approach
helps you develop a Christ-centered
worldview.
INVOLVEMENT with the overall
community:
SDC encourages academic excellence as well as spiritual growth
through a variety of challenging educational programs. Students participate in
local and global experiences in preparation for a lifestyle of service leadership.
Graduates are equipped to bring a high
level of professionalism and a Christian

perspective to any environment.
Students have opportunities to participate in intercollegiate athletics, intramural activities, student government,
worship teams, study abroad programs,
ministry opportunities, flight team,
speech/debate, student clubs and more.
Additionally, SDC organizes conferences throughout the year focusing on
relevant topics from leading thinkers,
practitioners and pastors as we involve
the local community to bring about
global outreach opportunities.
INVESTMENT in the whole
individual:
SDC is a close-knit community
of students, staff and faculty who
authentically care about each other’s
development of a biblical worldview.
Once you visit our campus, you will see
just how committed we are to creating
an environment that brings out the best
in your development.
An education at SDC is worth the
investment. SDC strives to make a
Christian education affordable through
various grants and scholarships. Over
95% of students receive ﬁnancial assistance. Furthermore, our alumni are in
places of leadership around the world,
giving you access to a global network.
So, if you are looking for a Christian
education that will propel your spiritual,
personal, social and professional development, then do not postpose scheduling a visit with an admissions counselor.
Visit www.sdcc.edu for more information about how you can be a part of the
next generation of Christian leaders.
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Concordia’s core curriculum:
Innovation in general education

CBU again ‘best college’
CBU moves up 16 places in U.S. News Best Colleges rankings
U.S. News & World Report has included California Baptist University
on its list of the nation’s “Best Colleges” for the eighth straight year.
CBU is ranked No. 42 in the West in the publication’s “Best Regional
Universities” category for 2014, up from No. 58 the previous year. The
ranking places the university in the top tier of educational institutions
across the nation.
U.S. News & World Report ranked the 1,376 institutions in their
list using a quantitative system of 16 weighted indicators of academic
excellence, including student selectivity, graduation rates, assessment
by peer institutions, retention, faculty resources, student selectivity,
ﬁnancial resources and alumni giving.
Hobby Lobby donates $5.65 million to California Baptist University
California Baptist University has received the largest gift in the history of the institution. The gift, Tahquitz Pines Camp in Idyllwild, Calif.,
is valued at $5.65 million and was generously donated by Hobby Lobby
Stores. The 21-acre property has been used as a Christian camp and
retreat since the 1930s and has been managed by CBU for the past year.
“CBU received conﬁrmation on Aug. 26 of the recording of the deed for
Tahquitz Pines, which is now ofﬁcially the property of California Baptist
University,” Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, CBU president, announced in a notice to
university employees.“We are extremely grateful to Hobby Lobby Stores
and reminded of the Scripture that states, ‘Every good thing given and
every perfect gift is from above...’. (James 1:17 NASB)”

It started with a question: How
could Concordia strengthen the entire academic experience and create
a shared intellectual foundation for
the entire campus community? The
answer led to an ambitious transformation of CUI’s undergraduate
curriculum.
Today, Concordia’s Core Curriculum is one of the most unique
and daring undergraduate curricula
in the nation. Since 2010 it has
redeﬁned the undergraduate experience at CUI and in one swoop
achieved a number of educational
goals which have made it a model
for other institutions.
“The Core is about developing
knowledge and strengthening
intellectual habits,” says Core Curriculum director Dr. Scott Ashmon.
“We are training students to read
closely, think critically and creatively about problems, communicate
effectively in writing and speech,
and make meaningful connections
between academic disciplines, life
and the Christian faith.”
The Core upends the reigning
model of education in the U.S.,
which usually leaves freshmen to
piece together a general education
from a grab-bag of courses. Instead,
CUI’s Core requires every undergraduate to take a series of classes
in sequence so that professors can
build a foundation of knowledge
and create strong learning habits.
Perhaps the most unique feature
of the Core is its pairing of classes

The Leadership, Education, and Development (LEAD) Program focuses on
the social integration of our students within the Concordia community. LEAD
recognizes the value of student involvement on campus and its impact on a
student’s overall college experience.
that at ﬁrst glance don’t seem to
go together — biology and theology, mathematics and philosophy,
history and literature. Freshmen
and sophomores take these paired
classes concurrently and learn to
make connections between seemingly disparate subjects.
“Rather than holding these
subjects apart like oil and water, we
want students to see how knowledge can be related,” says Concordia’s provost, Dr. Peter Senkbeil.
“It’s an old goal and a high goal of
a university education to see how
all the branches of knowledge connect and unite. We want students

to grapple with philosophical and
theological ideas such as, ‘What is
truth?’ How does each discipline
get at the truth?”
The result is a shared intellectual
experience and common language
for students as they proceed toward
graduation. Senkbeil calls the Core
a powerful statement of CUI’s faith
commitment and distinctive implementation of its educational values.
“Concordia Irvine is about the
interaction of faith and learning at a
very deep level,”he says.“The Core
helps us graduate students who are
well prepared for leadership roles in
church and society.”
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Doing ministry together
After undergraduate work at the
University of Colorado, Dan Vanderwarker became involved in Campus
Crusade. Then he headed west.
Shannon McGonigal went south
from Washington to do her undergraduate work at Azusa Paciﬁc
University.
Then, in 2006, they both found
themselves interning in college ministry
at Emmanuel Faith Community Church
in Escondido, Calif. It wasn’t long before
they knew two things: ﬁrst, they were
going to get married; and second, they
were both going to start seminary at
Bethel Seminary San Diego, Shannon
in the MFT program and Dan in the
Master of Divinity (M.Div.).
They began seminary in fall 2007,
taking many of their classes together,
and got married their ﬁrst quarter. But
it’s not quite what you expect, says
Dan.“We thought it’d be really fun to
study and learn together. But we have
very distinct learning differences,”he
explains. “I’m much better studying
at night; Shannon prefers the day.
And she, of course, gets much better
grades than I do.”
After a year, however, Shannon
realized the MFT was not the right ﬁt.
“I liked my classes, but the thought
of doing therapy was really stressful,” she explains. “I began praying
and talking to people who knew me
really well.”She then switched to the
M.Div. program with an emphasis on
pastoral care and counseling, and felt
much more afﬁrmed in the direction
of her studies.
Both say one of the biggest beneﬁts of being in a class at the same
time is the understanding and grace
afforded each other. “If I have to

study, even though it’s our day off,
she totally understands,” says Dan.
Outside the classroom, they’ve
been practicing what they’re learning
together. In summer 2009 they moved
to Forest Home to be pastors to the
college-aged students who were on
the summer staff at the camp.
“Camp ministry is unique in that
it is both very physical and spiritual,” says Dan. “Going into that
summer with two years at Bethel,
Forest Home gave us a platform to
take what we were learning in the
classroom into real life. We had
the opportunity to interact with
families as they were participating in camp programs and staff as
they were running them. We even
had the privilege to start a little
church service called ‘Church in
the Woods.’” The service attracted
both camp staff and locals from the
surrounding communities.
“Doing ministry together is where
we feel most alive,” says Shannon.
“It’s been a rich experience to be doing it while we’re both in seminary,
too. What you learn you can apply
right away–or debunk.”
Now, they’re both at Grace Presbyterian Church in Vista where Dan
is a youth director and Shannon is an
intern working with adult discipleship. They will graduate in 2012 and
admit they wonder about future job
opportunities. “Like everyone else,
churches are not operating in the
economic climate,” says Dan. “We’re
curious if we’ll be able to ﬁnd two jobs
in ministry. Each piece of out ministry
puzzle has been put together as we
go, though, so we’ll see what God
has next for us.”

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is
launching leaders for Christ
Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry
College has, in its eventful first
decade, grown into an influential
evangelical college attracting highcaliber Christian students from all
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic
programs, exclusive apprenticeships
in Washington, D.C. and beyond
and championship debate culture
prepare leaders for high level service
in the public square, and led to its
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a
recently published book.
Located in Purcellville, Va., less
than an hour from Washington,
D.C., Patrick Henry College is
a classical Christian liberal arts
college created for students seeking an academically demanding
education at a school forged from
America’s founding principles and
powered by passionate Christian
discipleship.
Its unique proﬁle, combining
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with
a distinctly Christian worldview,
has produced graduates who today serve at the highest levels of
government, business, the legal
profession, media and academia.
The New Yorker reported in
2005 that Patrick Henry College
students held roughly the same
number of White House internships as Georgetown, which, for a
College of roughly 300 students at
that time, reﬂected the College’s
unusually high standing on Capitol Hill. Employers for whom they
serve agree that PHC students
excel because of their disciplined

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.
Many graduates have gone on
to prestigious graduate schools,
including Harvard,Yale and Columbia law schools, and presently work
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI,
National Geographic, Fox News,
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchoring its mission to infuse the public
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists,
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has
won ﬁve of the past seven ACMA
national moot court championships.
Michael P. Farris, the founder
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely
to build an educational institution,
we wanted to change America.
Most students who come to PHC
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”
Reinforcing its mission to impact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core
curriculums in the country and an
academic foundation built upon
the truth found only in Scripture.
To protect itself from government regulations and thereby
safeguard its liberty to teach from
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its
operations and facilities are funded entirely through donations.
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Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa St.
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8188
www.bethel.edu
Bethel Seminary develops whole and holy, globally-minded leaders for God’s service.
Through practical integration and the development of a biblical/theological foundation,
the focus is on the spiritual and personal formation of the whole person. Programs
include the MDiv, M.A.T.S., M.A.A.M., M.F.T., and Doctor of Ministry, with convenient
distance learning options and small group learning communities.

California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
1-877-CBU-3615
admissions@calbaptist.edu
www.calbaptist.edu
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Providence Christian College
1539 E Howard St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
1-866-323-0233
www.providencecc.edu
Providence offers the solution to the concerns associated with borrowing money
to pay for college. All incoming freshmen receive the Loan Repayment Assistance
Program which guarantees that if your income after graduation is low, you will
receive assistance in repaying student loans. Combined with our student to
faculty ratio of 7:1 which insures high academic standards, Providence offers a
quality, affordable liberal arts education.

San Diego Christian College
2100 Greenfield Drive
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-800-676-2242
www.sdcc.edu

Founded in 1950 by the California Southern Baptist Convention, CBU offers 150
undergraduate majors and concentrations, plus an additional 33 graduate majors
and credentials. The campus offers one of the region’s largest aquatic centers
and the JoAnn Hawkins Music building is one of the nation’s most advanced
music production and recording facilities. The university has been named the
2013 U.S. News & World Report Best Regional College.

The SDCC community is marked by a strong sense of family, is focused on
serving Christ and others, and celebrates the integration of faith and learning.
Founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye, Art Peters, and Henry Morris, San Diego
Christian College engages Christians in an academic experience that offers a
liberal-arts education, promotes an environment of scholarship, and fosters the
examination of truth.

Concordia University

Southern California Seminary

1530 Concordia West
Irvine, CA 92612
1-800-229-1200
admission@cui.edu
www.cui.edu
Concordia University Irvine prepares students for their vocations—their various
callings in life. CUI offers undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, and adult degree
programs in a beautiful Southern California location. Concordia’s undergraduate
program is distinctive among universities in California because of its nationallyrecognized Core Curriculum, and its Lutheran heritage that provides a thoughtful
and caring Christian community that lives out the theology of “Grace Alone.
Faith Alone.”

2075 E. Madison Ave
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-888-389-7244
info@socalsem.edu
www.socalsem.edu
Located in San Diego, SCS is an accredited Seminary offering traditional and
online programs in Bible,Theology, Counseling, and Psychology. SCS offers eight
degrees in our undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs: AA and BA in
Biblical Studies; M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Biblical Studies, Master of
Divinity (M.Div), Master of Theology (Th.M.), M.A. in Counseling Psychology;
and Doctorate of Psychology (Psy.D).

Southwest Bible College
Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91182
1-800-2-FULLER
admissions@fuller.edu
www.fuller.edu
Fuller provides graduate-level education in theology, intercultural studies, and
psychology. Fuller is intellectually rigorous, culturally engaging, spiritually cultivating, diverse in community, and evangelical in commitment.

Huntington Beach Bible Institute
8281 Garfield Ave.
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
(714) 962-6860
www.hbbible.org
HBBI is a Church-based Bible teaching center offering non-accredited undergraduate level courses in Biblical Studies, Theology, and Practical Ministry. We
exist for the sole purpose of bringing honor and glory to God by equipping every
believer to accurately handle the Word of Truth, continually grow in Christ, effectively serve in ministry, and faithfully fulfill the Great Commission. A ministry
of Calvary Baptist Church.

Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature,
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

13890 Nason Street
Moreno Valley, CA 92555
(951) 333-2594
southwestbc@gmail.com
www.southwestbiblecollege.org
Southwest Bible College focuses on “Biblical Studies and Ministry Development.” Practical ministry courses enhance ministry skills. Theology, Bible, and
language courses provide academic excellence. We have day and evening classes,
and on-line courses will soon be available. Affordable tuition enables students
to graduate debt free while attaining an Associate or Bachelor level degree in
ministry or biblical studies. Come and be equipped as a servant-leader!

Trinity Law School
2200 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
1-800-922-4748
www.tls.edu
Trinity Law School prepares students by offering a legal education from a biblical perspective. It is one of the few evangelical law schools with a focus on the
integration of law and theology. Accredited by the State Bar of California, it is a
community of professors, lawyers, and students committed to pursuing justice.
Programs include the Juris Doctor.

Vision University (a seminary)
1550 E. Elizabeth St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 791-1200
visionuniversityusa@gmail.com
Vision University has sought to fill an existing void in the field of theological
education by addressing the needs of students who require a less traditional
approach to securing quality instruction at the graduate levels, as well as the
flexibility afforded by both night courses and short-term seminar classes, day
classes and correspondence. Accredited with Transworld Accrediting Commission International.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

NOV 11-14 • MON-THU

NOV 23 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Calvary Chapel Worship Leaders Conference 2013. Musical guests All Sons &
Daughters and Phil Wickham. Calvary
Chapel Conference Center, Murrieta Hot
Springs • ccwlc.org

Dancing for Life, Singles & Couple Dance.
7-11pm, Avant Garde Dance Studio,
4220 Scott Dr., Ballroom #2, Newport
Beach, $10-15 • (949) 422-7600, (714)
625-3508

NOV 11-16 • MON-SAT

Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
Int’l with Dan & Carole Fernandez, 2pm.
Mimi’s Café, 1240 N. Euclid St., Anaheim. Free • (714) 624-1940

“Global Call” School of the Prophets,
River’s Edge Church, 9271 Arrow Route
(Route 66), Rancho Cucamonga • globalcallschooloftheprophets.info, (626)
372-4163

NOV 14 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012

NOV 16 • SATURDAY
Planning Now for 65 & Beyond workshop,
8:45am-12noon. Calvary Church Santa
Ana, Room WC 209 • calvarylife.org/
stewardship
Holiday Fashions & Luncheon with Lillie
Knauls speaking & performing, 11am2pm. American Family Living, 1774 N.
Glassell St., Orange • (714) 637-7900
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
Int’l with Dan & Carole Fernandez,
2pm. Coco’s Restaurant, 12582 Valley
View St., Garden Grove. Free • (714)
943-7942

NOV 16-17 • SAT-SUN
Ten Boom, the musical. Calvary Church
Santa Ana, Worship Center • calvarylife.
org/drama

NOV 18-25
National Collection Week for Operation
Christmas Child, Shoebox Gifts. Donations of gift-filled shoeboxes + $7/box
for shipping. Various drop off locations
• samaritanspurse.org/OCC

NOV 22 • FRIDAY
Miracle Healing Service with Evangelist
Doug Palm & Pastor Pablo, 7:30pm.
2216 South Union Ave., Los Angeles
• (714) 865-4342

NOV 23 • SATURDAY
2013 Church Sports & Recreation Outreach Conference, 8:45am-12:45pm.
Azusa Pacific University, 701 East
Foothill, Azusa. $20 • (626) 533-2802
squatro@apu.edu

Stealth Euthanasia. Is your loved one
dying… or being killed? Biola University,
13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada. $25-45.
By Scholl Institute of Bioethics • (714)
963-4753, InternationalLifeServices.org

NOV 26 • TUESDAY
Christ in the Feast of Tabernacles Presentation, 7pm. Calvary Chapel, 24821 Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo • (949) 951-9678

DEC 1 • SUNDAY
Life-impacting inspirational & dynamic
messages to help you personally & corporate prayer for nation. Coco’s Restaurant,
6886 Bolsa Ave., Huntington Beach (thru
Dec) • (714) 943-7942

DEC 6 • FRIDAY
Bonner Singers Christmas Concert, 7pm.
Rose Drive Friends Church, Yorba Linda,
4221 Rose Drive, Yorba Linda • (714)
528-6496
Committed in concert. Friends Church,
5141 Lakeview Ave., Yorba Linda •
cornerstonelapuente.org

DEC 7 • SATURDAY
Christmas in Kid City (ages 3 years-5th
grade), 9am. Mount of Olives Church,
24772 Chrisanta Drive, Mission Viejo.
$10/family • (949) 837-2500, mookidcity.com/cikc
Christmas Brunch with Angela Thomas,
11am. Mariners Church, Irvine • (949)
854-7600
Christian singles Christmas Rotational
Dinner Dance, 6pm, Alpine Village Center,
833 Torrance Blvd., Torrance. $25-$35 •
(714) 622-4977, spectaculareventz.com
“A Christmas Together” Tour with Dominic
Balli, Jadon Lavik & Evan Wickham in
concert, 7pm. Friends Church, Yorba Linda
• (714) 777-2875, friendschurchyl.com

DEC 7-14 • SAT-SAT
“In The Bleak Midwinter” Concordia Christmas Concert. Irvine • (949) 854-8002

Financial Success Conference

Discovering Your Hidden Treasures
Steve & Annette Economides
will help uncover the secrets of:
U Raising Financially Independent Children
U Building Financial Hope and Strength
U Unearthing Eternal Principals to Streamline Our Lives
The Economides are NY Times best-selling authors, home schooling parents of ﬁve adult children,
internationally recognized personal ﬁnance experts with appearances on Dr. Phil, Good Morning
America, The Today Show, ABC’s 20/20, Nightline, Good Housekeeping magazine and many more.

January 17-18, 2014
Friday: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Knott Avenue Christian Church, 315 S. Knott Avenue, Anaheim
FREE
Sessions will include:
ADMISSION
U Tools, Rules and Jewels – Systems to Streamline Your Life
Love offering
will be taken
U Which is Better: Owner or Manager
U Cut Your Grocery Bill in Half - Without Becoming a Coupon Queen
U Financial Freedom: Eliminate Debt, Manage Spending, Maximize Savings
U Work: Increasing Your Earning Potential
U Getting Better Medical Beneﬁts With Lower Costs
U Guys/Gals Q&A Session with America’s Cheapest Family

Please register online at www.exploringhomeschooling.com
info@exploringhomeschooling.com | 714-686-3353
Sponsored by Exploring Homeschooling

www.christianexaminer.com

DEC 8 • SUNDAY
Liberty Quartet in concert, 6pm. First
Nazarene Church, 1500 E. 17th St, Santa
Ana • (714) 527-2454

DEC 9 • MONDAY
The Jubilee Christmas Tour with Legacy
Five, Greater Vision & Booth Brothers,
7pm. Liberty Baptist Church, 1000
Bison Ave., Newport Beach. $20-30.
By IMC Concerts • 1-800-965-9324,
imcconcerts.com

DEC 12 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012
A Christmas Together Tour with Dominic
Balli, Jadon Lavik & Evan Wickham in
concert, 7pm. Rock Harbor Church,
Costa Mesa. $10 • (714) 384-0914,
costamesa.rockharbor.org

DEC 15 • SUNDAY
Pacific Symphony presents Handel’s
Glorious “Messiah,” 3pm. Renee &
Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall • (714)
755-5799, PacificSymphony.org

DEC 19-21 • THU-SAT
Special Gift Anointing Event with Evangelist Doug Palm, 7pm. Everything that
Has Breathe Praise the Lord Church,
3313 Artesia Blvd., Los Angeles • (714)
865-4342

DEC 20 • FRIDAY
A Christmas Together Tour with Dominic
Balli, Jadon Lavik & Evan Wickham in
concert, 7pm. Mariners Church, Ocean
Hills, 32222 Del Obispo St., San Juan
Capistrano. $10-15. By JLM Productions
• (949) 484-5769

DEC 21 • SATURDAY
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
Int’l with Angel Fernandez, 2pm. Coco’s
Restaurant, 12582 Valley View St.,
Garden Grove. Free • (714) 943-7942

DEC 21-22 • SAT-SUN
“Welcome to Our World” Christmas Production. Calvary Church Santa Ana, Worship Center • calvarylife.org/Christmas

DEC 27-29 • SAT-SUN
“The Screwtape Letters.” Fri, 8pm; Sat,
4pm, 8pm; Sun, 3pm. Irvine Barclay Theatre, 4242 Campus Dr., Irvine. Various rates
• 1-866-476-8707, screwtapeonstage.com

DEC 28 • SATURDAY
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
Int’l with Angel Fernandez, 2pm. Mimi’s
Café, 1240 N. Euclid St., Garden Grove.
Free • (714) 624-1940
Dancing for Life, Singles & Couple Dance.
7-11pm, Avant Garde Dance Studio, 4220
Scott Dr., Ballroom #2, Newport Beach,
$10-15 • (949) 422-7600, (714) 625-3508

DEC 31 • TUESDAY
New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance and Singles
Party, 6pm-1am. Hotel Fullerton (aka
Crown Plaza), 1500 S. Raymond Ave.,
Fullerton. $59-79, Dance only $39-50. •
(714) 622-4977, spectaculareventz.com

JAN 9 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012

JAN 17 • FRIDAY
The 2014 Roadshow featuring Skillet, Third
Day, Jamie Grace, Andy Mineo, Royal Taylor,
We As Human, Vertical Church Band, Soul
Fire Revolution. 7:30pm, Honda Center,
Anaheim. $10-$20 • theroadshowtour.com

JAN 17-18 • FRI-SAT
Financial Success Seminar, with Steve
& Annette Economides. Fri, 7-9pm;
Sat. 9am-3pm. Knott Avenue Christian
Church, 315 S. Knott Ave., Anaheim.
By Exploring Homeschooling • (714)
686-3353, exploringhomeschooling.com

FEB 13-15 • THU-SAT
Gospel Music Festival with The Hoppers,
Wes Hampton, Booth Brothers, Legacy
Five, Collingsworth Family & more. Grand
Canyon University Arena, 3300 West
Camelback, Phoenix. Various costs. By
IMC Concerts • (602) 639-8999

Jubilee Christmas tour
stops in the OC
NEWPORT BEACH, — Liberty
Baptist Church is hosting the gospel concert “The Jubilee Tour” at 7
p.m. Dec. 9.
“The Jubilee Tour” features the
Booth Brothers, Greater Vision and
Legacy Five in a unique concert; experience. Each group performs its
own act during the first half of the
concert then, for the second half,
all three bands come together to
conclude the show. Organizers said
the show is unscripted and spontaneous.
The December performance is
part of the concert’s extended tour,
which features material from the
new, collaborative Christmas recording.
Tickets are $22 to $30. Largegroup discounts are available.
For tickets, visit www.imcconcerts.com and search for The Jubilee Tour under the events heading
or call 1-800-965-9324.
The church is located at 1000 Bison Ave.
For more information, visit www.
libertybaptistchurch.org

OC Habitat presents
three more houses
SANTA ANA — Habitat for
Humanity of Orange County has
turned over the keys to three new
homes, including to two families
taking advantage of the ministry’s
new “Mixed Income Model.”
Two of the homes were sold
to moderate-income families
who secured their own financing through the new Habitat
for Humanity program, which
is designed to include homes
for low-income and moderateincome families within the same
development. Its goal is to provide more workforce housing in
Orange County.
“We are very grateful to the
city of Santa Ana for partnering with us to build affordable
homes following our ‘MixedIncome Model’ for hardworking families,” said Sharon Ellis,
president and CEO for Habitat
for Humanity of Orange County.
The third home was dedicated
to a local family who helped to
build their new home using the
original sweat equity model.
In addition to the new homes
in Santa Ana, the local Habitat
just started work on five new
homes in Cypress. That development will eventually house 15
families.
For more information on the new
program, visit www.habitatoc.org.

Musical depicts life
of Corrie ten Boom
SANTA ANA — Calvary Church
Santa Ana presents “Ten Boom—
The Musical” Nov. 9, 10, 16 and 17
in the worship center.
The musical is a tribute to the life
of Corrie ten Boom, who with her
family harbored Jewish men and
women as they helped them escape
Nazi death camps. The drama displays her courage to do the right
thing no matter the cost.
The production, written by
church members Kris Bromberger
and Ron Rogalski, originally premiered last spring but was brought
back due to its popularity with the
public. It’s based on the book “The
Hiding Place,” written by ten Boom
and John and Elizabeth Sherrill.
Admission is $5.
On Dec. 21 and 22, the church
will present “Welcome to Our

World,” a one-act, live production
celebrating the coming of Christ
with drama, dance, live orchestra
and choir.
The church is located at 1010 N.
Tustin Ave.
For more information, visit calvarylife.org/drama.

‘Screwtape Letters’
comes to Irvine
IRVINE — “The Screwtape Letters,” described as a “provocative
and wickedly funny theatrical adaptation” of the C.S. Lewis novel
about spiritual warfare from a demon’s point of view, will be presented at Irvine Barclay Theatre on
Dec. 27 to 29.
Performances are set for 8 p.m.
Friday, 4 and 8 p.m. Saturday and 3
p.m. Sunday.
Presented by Fellowship for the
Performing Arts, “The Screwtape
Letters” is produced and directed by award-winning actor Max
McLean, who created the role in
New York. McLean and actor Brent
Harris share the role of Screwtape
on the tour.
Now in its third smash year, “The
Screwtape Letters” has traveled to
more than 50 cities, drawing more
than 300,000 patrons.
The production prompted the
Washington Post to write that “‘The
Screwtape Letter’s clearly delights
people of faith and even skeptics
and followers of non-Christian
faiths... It boils down to a mystery
about good and evil, and the production makes it an entertaining
conundrum to ponder.”
Tickets are $42 to $62. Student
tickets are $28.
The theater is located at 4242
Campus Drive.
For more information, visit www.
screwtapeonstage.com or call (866)
476-8707.

Christian Legal Society
board taps law dean
SANTA ANA — Myron Steeves,
dean of Trinity Law School has
been elected to the board of
directors for the Christian Legal
Society.
The society, which has chapters
in more than 1,000 U.S. cities, is
a membership organization of
Christian attorneys, judges, law
students and other legal professionals dedicated to serving Jesus
Christ through the practice of law,
defense of religious freedom, and
provision of legal aid to the needy.
“Mr. Steeves is a strong advocate
for our mission and we look forward to benefiting from his Christian leadership, legal insights and
academic experience,” said David
Nammo, executive director and
CEO for the legal society. “CLS is
impressed with his drive to inspire
law students to take their degree
into the world to make a positive
impact for Christianity.”
The society’s Center for Law
& Religious Freedom has been
involved or filed briefs in nearly
every major U.S. Supreme Court
case involving religious liberty
over the past 30 years and has
been involved in major religious
liberty legislation on federal and
state levels —including the Equal
Access Act, Religious Freedom
Restoration Act and Religious
Land Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act on the federal level.
“I am humbled and feel privileged to join this esteemed fellowship of Christian lawyers and
law students whose vision is to act
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly
with their God,” Steeves said.

www.christianexaminer.com

AFL luncheon to
feature Lillie Knauls
ORANGE — American Family Living
will present its Holiday Fashions Luncheon from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov. 16.
The catered luncheon will feature fashions by Ear Abstracts.
Dove Award-winning gospel singer Miss Lillie Knauls, one of the Bill
Gaither Homecoming Friends, will
discuss “The Perfect Gift” for everyone on a Christmas list.
Tickets are $28.
The ministry is located at 1774 N.
Glassell St.
For more information, visit www.
americanfamilyliving.com or call
(714) 637-7900.

Kid City event gives
parents a break
MISSION VIEJO — Mount of Olives Church will host Christmas in
Kid City from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 7.
The event offers parents a morning
off while their children enjoy a funfilled morning of Christmas activities. Children will learn how Christmas is celebrated in other countries
and will make an ornament to take
home.
The event is offered for children
3 years old through the fifth grade.
The church is located at 24772
Chrisanta Drive.
For more information, visit www.
moochurch.org or call (949) 8372500.

Seminar to discover
hidden treasures
ANAHEIM — “Discovering Your
Hidden Treasures,” a free meeting
for homeschooling parents, will be
held Jan. 17 and 18 at Knott Avenue Christian Church.
The sessions, sponsored by Exploring Homeschooling, will be
held from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday and 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday.
The session will be led by Steve
and Annette Economides, New York
Times’ best-selling authors, home
schooling parents of five adult children and personal finance experts
with appearances on Dr. Phil, Good
Morning America, The Today
Show, ABC’s 20/20, Nightline and
Good Housekeeping.
Their topics will include “Raising Financially Independent Children,” Building Financial Hope
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and Strength” and “Unearthing
Eternal Principals to Streamline
Our Lives.”
An offering will be taken.
Other practical issues to be explored include how to cut the
grocery bill in half, eliminating
debt, increasing earning potential,
streamlining systems and getting
better medical benefit with lower
costs.
The church is located at 315 S.
Knott Ave.
To register, visit www.exploringhomeschooling.com.
For more information, call (714)
686-3353.

Laurie, Camp film
wins Spirit award
RIVERSIDE (ANS) — “Hope for
Hurting Hearts,” a Harvest Films
documentary on how faith can
overcome suffering, won the Christian Spirit Award at the inaugural
Churches Making Movies Christian
Film Festival.
The film stars Pastor Greg and
Cathe Laurie, whose adult son,
Christopher, was killed in a car
crash; musician Jeremy Camp, who
lost his first wife to cancer; and
evangelist Nick Vujicic, who shares
about the bullying and depression
he endured after being born without limbs. The documentary is narrated by Dr. James Dobson.
“‘Hope for Hurting Hearts’ is a
deeply moving, profound perspective on suffering that illustrates that
all trials can be overcome through
faith in Christ,” said LaVonne McIver James, founder and executive
director of the New Jersey-based
festival. “The film is a triumph, a
true testimony to the power of the
Lord to heal hurting hearts.”
According to a news release, the
Churches Making Movies Christian
Film Festival “seeks to empower the
church-produced film movement,
by being a vehicle to help churches
regain their place in the filmmaking world.”
In addition to its most-recent
award, “Hope for Hurting Hearts”
was the winner in the Best Documentary categories at the 2013
Christian Life International Film
Festival and the 2013 International
Christian Film Festival, and was an
official selection for Best Documentary at the Churches Making Movies Christian Film Festival.

Nov 11-16, 2013
FACILITATORS

The 2013

Ken & Tonja Peters, James Goll, John Beneﬁel,
James Maloney, Gershom Sikaala,
Henry & Grace Falany, Fred Berry, Timothy Snodgrass,
A.L. Gill, Pastor Brad Alford, Bill Fowler, David Chun,
Peggy Cole, Meri Crouley, Bruce Cook, Mary Dorian,
Bill Hamon, Samuel Padilla, Rick Wright,
Pastor Gary & Debbie Hornsby, Kari Browning,
David E. Taylor, Dr. Bruno Caporrimo

Call to Gather the Apostles and Prophets – young
and senior – Throughout the Nations of the World

River’s Edge Church
Host Pastor Gary Hornsby
9271 Arrow Route (Route 66)
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
626.372.4163

www.globalcallschooloftheprophets.info

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgﬁnney.com
Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Young Actors Camp
A boarding Film Acting
program in Los Angeles
www.youngactorscamp.com
AN AMAZING
EXPERIENCE!

909.268.0615

Application
deadline
Nov. 25th

APPRAISALS
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CHURCHES FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Religious sites for sale in Fontana, Yucca Valley
and Jurupa Valley. Churches wanted LA, Orange,
SB, San Diego & Riverside Counties. Cash buyer
within 10 miles of West Covina referral fees offers.
See www.churchwanted.com for religious property
for sale or lease in So. Calif. Free consultation
regarding your church value, potential share of
your building, relocation needs. Call Raphael Realty
213 999-9939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com.
If you’re a religious group, we can help. 30+ years
of experience. Members of CA and National Assoc.
of Realtors DRE#00713881.

Part-time Housekeeper/cook including shopping.
Wanted 2 days a week like Monday/Thursdays or a
similar split. In Anaheim pays $12/hour. Call wk.
(714) 635-9264 or cell after hours (714) 269-9696.
Kevin@powerplusonline.com
School help needed with 5 A.P. Courses on Tues. and
Thurs. Algebra 2, Physics, German, American Literature, and American History. In Anaheim pays $11/
hour. Call wk. (714) 635-9264 or cell after hours
(714) 269-9696. Kevin@powerplusonline.com

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

CHURCHES WANTED

Children’s Sunday School teachers needed, Rowland Heights, CA (626) 429-8700, letsgo2israel@
gmail.com.

Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have
buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist,
member of National and California Association
of Realtors. Need help? Call Western Brokerage
at (909) 822-2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330.
Email Henry@westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Anaheim men, furnished, employed, references,
10% utilities. From $130/week. (714) 488-4350.

EDUCATION

SERVICES

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

Bookkeeping - Payroll - Taxes. Since 1991. South
OC areas. Free consultation. Call Laura (949)
800-6743.

Real Estate Appraisals
Commercial, residential, apartments,
churches, industrial, ofﬁce, retail, land,
eminent domain, special-use.
25-years experience. State licensed.
First Metro Appraisals
Lee Walker MAI; 714-744-1074

ATTORNEYS

HEALTH CARE

Career opportunity including training for a young
mechanical enthusiast. We are looking to train the
kid who takes apart everything he finds and builds
something else from it. If your up till the wee hours
doing this and want an environment that will foster
and support this type of creativity, give us a call as we
want to engage and develop that passion. Call Kevin
at (714) 269-9696. Kevin@powerplusonline.com

Christians can be exempted from Obamacare.
christianhealthcaresolutions.com

CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS
SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS
“Samaritan Ministries members
prayed for us and sent us the
$50,000 we needed to pay for our
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada.
My family’s monthly share is $315.”

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

Bruce G.

VACATION RENTALS
samaritanministries.org/intro

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

To request an info packet,
call 888-268-4377 or
email info@samaritanministries.org

WANTED
Need van or shuttle to minister to individuals
without transportation. The Little Harbor - Stacey.
(714) 999-9990.

CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

BOOKS
The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” are explained
in the Bible, by God! Read the new book “Last
call? (Subtitled: A Christian Challenge to Atheists,
Agnostics, & Skeptics!) Information for Christians! A
challenge to non-Christians! See www.hisserv.com
for Web special price $6.00.

CHURCH/SCHOOL SPACE
FOR RENT
Two locations: Placentia - 5,000 SF school with
fellowship hall, classrooms and outdoor play area.
Anaheim - 30,000 SF school facility on church campus, 20 large classrooms, office space and outdoor
play area. Contact Cushman & Wakefield’s Religious
Facilities Group, Robert Fletcher at 858-558-5618
or robert.fletcher@cushwake.com.

Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).
LA PUENTE — Weekday school site with ARLETA — Large two-story school site
eight classrooms. Included shared usage available for weekday/end usage. Several
of fellowship hall and kitchen. Sanctuary classrooms, multi-purpose room, kitchen,
also available for Sunday church services. play yard, on-site parking.
COVINA — Traditional church with seating TEMPLE CITY — Sunday mid morning
Sanctuary available, seating for 250+ w/
for 200 available for all day Sunday
classrooms. Parking & immediate rental.
worship. Available for immediate rental.
ANAHEIM — Sunday all-day church worship
with seating for 300. Classrooms available
on weekdays for school/childcare.

WEST COVINA — Church sites with
seating for 100 available for all day
Sunday and weeknight worship.

Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246.
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SAT-7 to bring Arab-American Christians ‘a voice from home’
Christian Examiner staff report
EASTON, Md. — Arab Christians
living in the United States will now
have an opportunity to experience the broadcast programming
enjoyed by their Middle Eastern
compatriots as SAT-7 has launched
a North American division
The new channel began broadcasting on Nov. 3.
Unveiled in 1996, SAT-7 provides a variety of Christian programming over five channels,
broadcasting in Arabic, Farsi and
Turkish languages to 15 million
viewers in the Middle East and
Northern Africa.
“Our viewers can join a global
fellowship of Christians within
the privacy of their own homes—
a significant concern for those
who live in violence-stricken or
oppressive environments,” the
ministry’s website said.
The new division is designed to
reach the estimated 1.5 million
Arabic-speaking people living in
the United States and the more
than 470,000 persons of Arabic
descent in Canada.

Michigan has the most Iraqis
per capita, California has the
highest population overall, with
as many as 50,000 now living in
San Diego County.
“As the Arab population, with
strong ties to their homelands, continues to grow within the United
States and Canada, the launching
of SAT-7 North America captures
a tremendous opportunity for
quality Arabic Christian television
programming,” Dr. Terence Ascott,
SAT-7 founder and CEO, said in a
news release.
In addition to shows targeting
the North American audience,
subscribers will also be able to
receive special live and interactive programming from the
Middle East and North Africa in
real-time.
“We look forward to providing Arab immigrants and their
descendants with ‘A Voice from
Home,’” Ascott said.
SAT-7 officials said recent surveys show Arab viewers are loyal
to their satellite ethnic content
providers, with an overwhelming
majority receiving their program-

ming over satellite, yielding a
large potential viewing audience
for SAT-7 North America.
“SAT-7 is the pioneer of Arabic
satellite broadcast stations in the
world,” the Rev. Dr. Magdy Girgis,
Middle East Ministries, PCUSA,
said in a statement. “It is the mother
of all Arabic TV broadcasting.
SAT-7 filled the Middle East with
the gospel message when the area
lacked any TV ministry.”
A wide variety of features will
include special North American
programs, as well as popular
SAT-7 programming currently
broadcast for ministers, leaders,
women and children.
Program topics include kids,
theological education, leadership
training, health and lifestyle issues
and Middle East current events.
Upcoming promotions include
short interviews with North American Arabs exploring what it means
to be an Arab Christian living in the
United States and Canada.
For more information on the free
subscription service, visit www.
sat7northamerica.org.

Effecting positive change to law and culture one case at a time

www.faith-freedom.com

Voice to the young
Southern Calif. ministry seeks
to RE:NEW generational ties
By Lori Arnold
ROWLAND HEIGHTS — Gregory Wong was admittedly hesitant
about becoming a spiritual mentor, but the prospect of directing
a young believer “burning with
passion for God” was an enticing
reward.
Wong soon discovered, however,
that relationships can be messy.
“As I gradually learned about his
family, friends and his walk with
God, my vision of a smooth-sailing
mentorship was shattered,” Wong
said. “Every meeting, I realized
there was more work, and there
were weeks where I felt useless, failing to incite any change or growth,
only perceiving his repeated mistakes. But thankfully, I was able to
quickly come to terms with entrusting him into God’s hands.”
That commitment, even in the
midst of his own struggles, proved
anything but futile.
“There was one particular meeting I was planning to cancel, since
it was perhaps one of the hardest weeks in my life, and I could
barely care for myself emotionally,
let alone a mentee that depended
on me,” Wong said. “But I since I
committed to this responsibility, I
couldn’t abandon it, and was pleasantly surprised when we had deep
chats that day and also one of the
best Bible studies, trying to grasp
what it means in Ezekiel to ‘stand
in the gap.’”
The reward, he learned, was not

Agnes Ip, founder of Presence
Quotient and its affiliate organization
RE:NEW, updates supporters during
the ministries 10th anniversary
celebration.

only in the personal growth of his
young charge, but in his own walk.
“It helped me to see God’s glory
amidst all the joys and sorrows, and
to put others above myself,” he
said. “Overall, I certainly developed
more trust in God and patience
during times of frustration, catching a glimpse of fatherhood.”
It is stories like Wong’s that
prompted Agnes Ip to launch
RE:NEW, an equipping ministry for
teens and young adults. The program, which includes mentoring,
is operated by her Presence Quotient, a nonprofit that celebrated
its 10th anniversary early in October.
Presence Quotient links parents
See RE:NEW, page 16
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Mays, from South Bay, agreed,
saying Smith provided him with
the foundational instruction and
discipline that grounded him and
prepared him for his own pastoral
ministry.
“He also taught me spiritual
strength, and to have compassion
for God and others, and most of
all, a discipline in God’s Word
that would shape my ministry as a
teacher of His Word in these last

CHUCK SMITH…
Continued from page 1
at Costa Mesa just a few days before
his death.
A Southern California surfer,
known for favoring Hawaiian shirts
and boasting an enduring smile
that came to be his trademark,
Smith was a humble leader who
was able to speak to the disenfranchised young people emerging from the ’60s counterculture
movement.
Greg Laurie, pastor of Harvest
Christian Fellowship in Riverside,
described Smith in a tribute blog as
a lighthouse who served as a point
of reference.
“A ‘steady as she goes’ kind of
person,” Laurie wrote.
In a 2009 interview with the
Christian Examiner, Smith admitted,
though, that his first instinct was to
write off the hippies, homeless and
druggies as hopeless cases.
But, with the encouragement of
his wife, Kay, the couple opened
up their home and church to the
motley crews that moved about
Orange County, launching what
was eventually dubbed the “Jesus
Movement.”
“Chuck was one of the most loving persons who practiced what he
preached,” said Raul Ries, pastor of
Calvary Chapel Diamond Bar. “He
never condemned anyone, but was
always forgiving and loving. This
was my pastor for 41 years. He and
his wife Kay were always servants
of the Lord. Both Kay and Chuck
always served with great passion
and loved people unconditionally,
no matter who it was.”
Rags to spiritual riches
Among those Smith reached out
to was Steve Mays, now pastor of
Calvary Chapel South Bay.
“We were a lost generation
that was blinded by the concept
of free love, drugs and rock ’n’
roll. People were often afraid of
us, especially the church, but Pastor Chuck, initially inspired by his
wife Kay, opened the door wide to
us long-haired, barefooted kids and
showed us the compassion and love
of Jesus Christ.”
Mays—a drug abuser who had
lived on the street and at one
point had been shot—recounts
a time when one of the church’s

In addition to baptizing new believers,
Chuck Smith loved to surf, including
during a trip to Hawaii’s Diamond
Head.

days. I don’t know where any of us
original ‘Jesus people’ would be in
life had Pastor Chuck not been the
man of God that He was … and still
is in glory.”
In his blog about Smith, Laurie
cautioned his readers to keep the
accolades in check.
“Chuck would not want us to make
an idol of him,” the Riverside, pastor
wrote. “Instead he would point us to
Jesus Christ and God’s Word.”

Trickle down ministry
Chuck Smith addresses the crowd during a 1975 mass baptism service at
Corona Del Mar beach.

board members placed a sign on
an exterior glass door that read
“Shoes Required.”
“I remember as if it was yesterday,” Mays said. “Pastor Chuck
took down the sign and told all the
board members that they would
rip out the new carpet so that all
the hippies could walk barefoot on
the concrete before they turn one
of these lost kids away from what
God is doing in their lives. I guess
that’s why we loved him so.”
Because of way the Smiths modeled Christ’s love to the region’s
scorned, mass baptisms in the
Pacific Ocean became routine,
swelling the church’s facilities as
they ministered in Word and deed.
Since he became the church’s
pastor in 1965, Smith directed the
implementation of K-12 schools, a
preschool, the Maranatha! Music
label, a publishing house, radio
stations, a magazine, Scripture
and sermon translation to improve
worldwide access to the Scriptures,
conference centers and a camp.
Weekly attendance at Costa Mesa
is running about 10,000.
A mentor to men
While the ministries of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa and its
daughter churches are expansive,
Smith’s biggest legacy, according
to several that he mentored, was
his commitment to the Scriptures
and his heart to train young men
for the ministry, prompting many
to call him “Papa Chuck.” His
philosophy was not to build a
denominational dynasty, but to
equip young men for discipled
service in the name of the Lord.
“I didn’t want control; I didn’t
want responsibility,” Smith told
the Christian Examiner in 2009. “I
want to teach responsibility and
teach them to recognize that
I can’t be looking over their
shoulder. I can’t monitor them.
They need to know that God is
looking over their shoulder. And
God is monitoring their lives and
ministries.”
Ries, the Calvary pastor from
Diamond Bar, said everything
Smith pursued was with a steady
eye toward the Scriptures.
“I remember going with Chuck
to Israel and meeting Prime Minister Menachem Begin,” he said.

Are you suffering from DIABETES or HYPERTENSION?
Are you taking pills everyday trying to control your blood sugar or blood pressure?

AMAZING, AMAZING results
from well-known Korean doctors Dr. Cheol Kim and Dr. Sandy Kim.
Specialists in using all-natural herbs and acupuncture to control
Diabetes and Hypertension, Drs. Kim help their patients get off
Western medication or greatly reduce dosage of Western pills.

Over
90%
success
rate!

Pinebrook Acupuncture
Garden Grove Ofﬁce
9355 Chapman Ave., #108
(714) 636-1412
Tue 9:30am - 6pm
Thu, Sat 9:30am - 4pm
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Los Angeles Ofﬁce
730 S. Olympic Blvd., #210
(213) 385-5833
Wed, Fri 3-6pm

Alhambra Ofﬁce
701 W. Valley Blvd., #35
(626) 308-2920
Wed, Fri 9am-2pm

“Pastor Chuck gave him a gift of
$450,000 from Calvary Chapel to
build the baptismal font down by
the Galilee. He loved Israel and
the Jewish people. He always took
groups of people to expose them
to the land where Jesus walked.
Chuck would teach the Word
of God and the Scriptures would
come alive.”
Relationships over buildings
Those he trained cite a compassionate man who preferred investing in people instead of ornate
temples.
“It was Chuck who encouraged
Lisa and me to start a home Bible
study in Chino Hills over 20 years
ago,” said Jack Hibbs, senior pastor of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills.
“He was the one who told me it was
obvious that God had a plan and
that Calvary Chapel was ordaining
me into the ministry. I couldn’t see
it, but he could! He walked us step
by step through the dynamics and
challenges of trusting God with a
growing church.”

Since Chuck Smith laid the foundation of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa
with just a few dozen faithful, the
congregation has grown to about
10,000; but its reach is even more
staggering. Although the church
underwent numerous expansions,
Smith opted early on to plant more
churches instead of continually
expanding its facility.
The result was a movement
of nearly 2,000 loosely affiliated
congregations, each autonomously led.
By 2009, 11 of the top 100 largest churches in America, according to the annual list by Outreach
Magazine, were Calvary Chapels— including the Costa Mesa
mother
church—combining
for a total membership of more
than 113,000 people among
those mega churches alone.
They include some of the most
influential churches in Southern
California, including Harvest
Christian Fellowship, Maranatha
Chapel, Calvary Chapel Golden
Springs, Calvary Chapel Chino
Valley and Calvary Chapel South
Bay. The result is a trickle-down
influence in communities across
the country and abroad as local

Calvary churches have tried to
mirror the teaching and ministries of Smith’s church.
Greg Laurie: As senior pastor
of Harvest Christian Fellowship,
Laurie created Harvest Crusades
with the assistance of Smith. Two
years ago Laurie expanded that
effort by using satellite and Internet networking through his
fledgling Harvest America.
Raul Ries: With support of his
Calvary Chapel Diamond Bar,
Ries hosts his own evangelistic
outreaches called “Somebody
Loves You Crusades.” He also has
a radio program, as does Laurie.
Mike MacIntosh: An early
mentoree of Smith, MacIntosh
founded Horizon Christian Fellowship, which has helped to
plant more than 100 congregations and parachurch ministries,
including Maranatha Chapel,
Horizon University and the Horizon School of Evangelism.
Miles McPherson: San Diego’s
largest congregation, the Rock
Church, is not an affiliated Calvary Chapel, but its roots are traced
to Horizon Christian Fellowship,
where McPherson was mentored
and served as youth pastor.
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How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.

www.christianexaminer.com

RE:NEW…
Continued from page 14
and younger children, helping
them to develop a Christian worldview at a young age.
“In Chinese churches we always
have difficulty bridging the generations,” Ip said. “The community
we serve is like that. In families,
the parent and children have difficulties communicating with each
other. Even in the church, leaders
of different generations have difficulty working together.”
Bridging the gap
Ip speaks from experience.
“My parents made us work so hard
for the family business that I did not
have any time to do my own studies,”
she said. “One thing I have learned
is that my parents wanted to be good
but they couldn’t. They wanted to love
their children but they weren’t able to.
So I realized that I had to forgive them
because God forgave me my sin.”
That realization came when the
young teenager attended a meeting
where the speaker preached on sin,
from the Book of Romans.
“That was the first time I admitted

Phoebe Ng, program manager for RE:NEW, shares about the direction of the
youth-oriented outreach.

that I was a sinner,” Ip said. “Before
then I only thought my parents had
sin because my parents fought a lot
and they weren’t able to handle their
emotions and their family.”
As an adult, Ip better understood
generational dynamics after completing seminary, serving as a youth pastor
and working with young adults.
“During that time, I counseled a lot
of people,” she said. “People mostly
came to me for counseling. I started
thinking that I needed to learn more
about counseling.”
So she moved to California where she
studied marriage and family therapy,
graduating from Azusa Pacific University in 2000.
“I had a vision from God warning me
that young folks were being influenced

by the world’s values,” said Ip, who also
holds a doctorate in clinical psychology
and a bachelor’s in theology. “From
there we started to train the young
kids and help them to bond with their
parents and to make better decisions.”
Narrowed focus
Two years ago, however, during a
time of prayer, Ip said she was led to
narrow the focus to create a new project, and RE:NEW was born.
“The Lord spoke to me that I need
to talk to the youth and start training
them directly, to call them to live for
Christ,” she said. “Because I grew up
in Hong Kong and English is not my
native language, I asked God why he
would choose me because it’s not an
easy task for me. And God told me to
not worry, to just talk to them and they
would listen to me.”
Tapping the skills of volunteer adviser Katy Lee, the pair drew together
a core group of young adults to brainstorm the direction for the new ministry. Although most of RE:NEW is led by
volunteers, the ministry hired Phoebe
Ng to serve as its program manager.
“With God’s grace, I think Phoebe and
I work really well together,” Ip said. “She
has the same, or at least a similar vision,
as I do. We understand each other well.”
Christian worldview
Ng said the goal of RE:NEW is to
partner with churches to promote a
Christian worldview by encouraging
and challenging young people to live
with purpose. She calls it a “bridge
between those two generations.”
“Basically, this means actually living
every single day for Christ, whether it’s
through their school work, through
their conversations or through their
hobbies,” Ng said. “And to make an
intentional effort to bring everything
that’s part of their lives under the
domain of God and to surrender it to
Him as a gift and offering.”
In practical terms that includes
training seminars, including a recent Christian worldview program
at Calvary Chapel Chino Hills.
RE:NEW also directs Campus Representatives Initiative, a mentorship program offered to churches
to help them develop leadership in
and for young people. Included in
the initiative is the 40-Day Impact
Challenge, an intensive prayer, fasting and Scripture campaign. The
next one is scheduled for the upcoming summer.
One element of the program is to
provide real-time volunteer training.
“Our core volunteer team currently
consists of 28 volunteers,” Ng said.
“We really see them not only coming alongside us to serve but in many
ways they are our mission, and we
make an intentional effort to equip
them to build them up for whatever
unique purpose God has for them in
the future.”
A key goal, she said, is to instill confidence in young people.
“In the past 10 years, I have always
fought with my own fears and limitations,” Ip said. “Everything seemed
impossible at times—the language
barrier, lack of finances and human
resources, etc. But through it all, we
seem to keep growing and our community seems to be getting stronger.”
For more information, visit www.
renewtheresponse.org or www.
presencequotient.org.

