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Chuck Colson
Morality and the 
economy: No 
separating the two

By Lori Arnold

OCEANSIDE — For nearly three 
decades San Diego Chargers chap-
lain Shawn Mitchell—the longest 
tenured team pastor in the Nation-
al Football League—has taken a 
knee with some of the game’s most 
prominent Christian players. 

But none of the holy huddles 
drew as much attention as the Nov. 
27 home game against the Denver 
Broncos. Days after the Chargers 
lost the game to their divisional 
rivals, USA Today ran a photo of 
Mitchell on his knees with play-
ers from both teams. Holding the 
chaplain’s right hand was Denver 
quarterback Tim Tebow, whose 
every move was being captured 
by the national media. The game 
against the Chargers was the fourth 
straight win for the Broncos with 
Tebow as starting quarterback in 
what became an eventual six-game 
winning streak. 

“This is the fi rst time in my nearly 
30 years of being a chaplain that it’s 
made it to this degree of coverage,” said 
Mitchell, senior pastor of New Venture 
Christian Fellowship, an Oceanside 
megachurch. “I’ve never seen more 
media in the midst of our prayer circle. 

It’s what God is using.”
Since mid-October when Tebow was 

named starting quarterback for Denver, 
gridiron miracles have been the stuff of 
legend. And, at the end of each game, 
regardless of the outcome, Tebow 
dropped to his knee in prayer, a pose 
that has been replicated thousands of 
times online in a practice known as 
“Tebowing.” 

Tebow mania has manifested 
itself well beyond the normal fan 
base, with a recent Zillow poll show-
ing that the quarterback topped the 
list of celebrities the public would 
most like to have as a neighbor. He 
received more votes than Angelina 
Jolie and Brad Pitt, Jennifer Anis-
ton and Justin Theroux, Jennifer 
Lopez, and Beyoncé and Jay-Z.

“I can’t be more excited with 
what’s happening with that Bron-
co,” Mitchell said of the 24-year-old 
rookie quarterback. “I don’t think 
there’s been this much excite-
ment about the things of God since 
9/11.”

“It’s silly, it’s fun,” Mitchell said of 
the hype. “Here’s a guy that needs 
our prayers. He’s got a huge target 
on his back.”

Even with the Broncos’ poor 
showing in the second-round play-

Knee-ding Jesus
QB Tim Tebow’s faith generates Internet buzz, praise, criticism

PHOTO COURTESY OF NEW VENTURE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Following the Nov. 27 NFL game between the San Diego Chargers and Denver Broncos, players and coaches of faith 
gather for a post-game prayer led by Chargers’ chaplain Shawn Mitchell. Such prayers have been a common occurrence 
throughout the NFL for many years, but only this season have received media attention because of the hype surrounding 
Tim Tebow and his open display of his faith.

off game against the New England 
Patriots, which ended their fai-
rytale season, Tebow is expected 
to remain in the limelight as his 
viability as a long-term quarterback 
in the NFL is scrutinized. Team of-
fi cials said Tebow, whose record 
was 8-5, including one playoff win, 

will return to training camp as the 
starting quarterback although they 
will seek out others through free 
agency and the draft.

Critical assessments
Since being drafted by Denver 

in 2010, after winning two national 

championships and a Heisman Tro-
phy with the University of Florida 
Gators, Tebow has been the target 
of persistent naysaying by football 
insiders who insist his exceptional 
rushing skills can’t overcome his 

By Lori Arnold

Marie Middaugh woke up just 
before midnight to go to the 
bathroom, a fairly routine 

practice for a woman of retirement 
age. For whatever reason this night, 
though, she tapped lightly on the 
door of a spare room her grown 
son would occasionally use and said, 
“Oh, Jimmy.”

“I don’t know why I did that,” she 
said of the gesture.

Jimmy Middaugh did not hear 
his mother’s tap because he was 
miles away sleeping under a free-
way overpass as he had been doing 
for months while he waited for an 
apartment to become available. 

Her son died without the com-
fort or safety of that apartment. 

Jimmy was victim number two 
in an Orange County serial kill-
ing case that took the lives of four 
homeless men before a suspect was 
arrested Jan. 13.

According to offi cials, Jimmy was 
stabbed 50 times during the early 
morning hours of Dec. 28. He was 
found on a trail in Anaheim not 

far from the Highway 91 underpass 
he routinely used for his nighttime 
shelter.

“I wonder now if that was the 
time his soul left him,” Marie said 
of her love tap on the door.

✦  ✦  ✦  ✦ 

Lloyd “Jimmy” Middaugh, 42, was 
described by his family as a “gentle 
giant” who was mentally slow. He 
grew up in Imperial Beach, where 
his grandfather served as a pastor at 
Good Tidings and Encanto Assem-
bly of God churches. Preaching was 
a family legacy with uncles on both 
sides of the family in the ministry.

“We come from a very strong 
Christian background,” Marie, her-
self a 65-year-old widow, said.

Jimmy accepted Christ as a teen-
ager but lost his way as he struggled 
with hyperactivity and a bipolar dis-
order.

At age 18, while living with his 
family in the coastal neighborhood 
of South San Diego County, he 

No room at the inn
Victim of OC homeless killing
spree couldn’t get apartment

See TEBOW, page 2

See JIMMY, page 4

By Lori Arnold

GARDEN GROVE — As an 18-
year school board trustee, Rosie 
Avila spent the bulk of her time 
listening to parents, teachers and 
students. Three years removed 
from her duties with the Santa 
Ana Unifi ed School District, the 
educator is still listening.

Her passion for teens and 
young adults led her to open Lib-
erty House, a training center for 
16- to 25-year-olds.

“My heart is for the inner city 
kids,” she said. “We want to get 
them out of gangs, but what are 
they going to do?”

Liberty House was established 
three years ago to help “unite, en-
gage, mobilize and empower the 
community to mentor youth” by 
teaching personal responsibility 
and individual freedom, her web-
site says.

“I wanted to reach them for the 
Lord and to help them think cor-
rectly about life, government and 
to give them a worldview about 
government and economics,” 
Avila said.

To accomplish those goals, 
Liberty House offers a variety of 
programs such as Liberty House 
Institute, Entrepreneurial Train-
ing, Studio 18 Youth Leadership 

program and Youth Workplace 
Internships. Of the 10 young peo-
ple involved with the internship 

Former school board trustee still
reaching teens through Liberty House

PHOTO BY DAVID SHANKBONE

Liberty House is a Garden Grove training center for 16- to 25-year-olds. 
Founded by former school board trustee Rosie Avila, the center is now 
beginning programs to reach out to Occupy movement supporters.

See LIBERTY HOUSE, page 8
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Community
Chuck Smith undergoes 
chemotherapy for cancer
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Phil Cooke
Criticizing won’t 
change the world
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weakness as a thrower. 
His detractors have been equally 

vociferous about Tebow’s public 
displays of faith.

During a Jan. 3 interview with 
ESPN, Baltimore Ravens lineback-
er Terrell Suggs took an unpro-
voked shot at Tebow, two days after 
the Broncos lost their last regular 
season game to Kansas City by a 
score of 7-3. The Broncos still made 
the playoffs thanks to the Chargers 
who defeated Oakland, Denver’s fi -
nal obstacle to post-season play.

“With all due respect we don’t 
need God on our sidelines,” Suggs 
said. “Once again God had to save 
Tim Tebow and the Denver Bron-
cos. He couldn’t even give them 
two drives? Seven to three?”

Other criticism has been 
launched by former NFL quarter-
back Jake Plummer and comedians 
Bill Maher and Conan O’Brien. 
Saturday Night Live also mocked 
the quarterback in a skit in which 
Jesus asks Tebow to “take it down 
a notch.”

Mitchell said he is not surprised 
A new booklet by San Diego Chargers Chaplain Shawn Mitchell explores 
the popularity of Denver Broncos’ quarterback Tim Tebow, his faith and the 
importance of prayer.

TEBOW…
Continued from page 1

by the mixed reaction to Tebow’s 
vocal faith.

“It really does show us we are liv-
ing in the middle of a culture war,” 
he said, adding that people with 
strong morals are often ridiculed. 
It’s because of his character, being 
a high quality human being outside 
of the sporting world. However, 
he is vilifi ed and it’s solely because 
of his clear, bold witness for Jesus 
Christ. It shows a polarized society.”

Elevating John 3:16
Despite all of his detractors, 

Mitchell said he believes Tebow’s 
grassroots popularity has surged be-
cause of the authenticity of his life 
both on and off of the fi eld. He fre-
quently visits prisons, does missions 
work and is building a hospital in 
the Philippines.

The curiosity has led to unprec-
edented witnessing opportunities. 
After the Broncos upset the heavily-
favored Pittsburgh Steelers in the 
fi rst round of the playoffs, the big-
gest online story was not the game 
itself, but an unusual focus on the 
numbers.

During the game, Tebow passed 
for 316 yards, an impressive feat 
for any quarterback, but especially 
signifi cant given widespread doubt 
about his throwing abilities. Even 
so, the post-game talk centered 
not on the accomplishment but, 
instead, people seemed to be more 
fascinated that the number repre-
sented John 3:16, the same Scrip-
ture reference he wore through-
out his college career. As leader 
of the Florida Gators, Tebow wore 
the John 3:16 reference in his eye 
black. The NCAA later joined the 
NFL in banning the practice of al-
lowing messages in eye black, which 
is used to reduce glare.

In addition to the overall yard-
age, Tebow averaged 31.6 yards per 

pass. And Sports Business Journal 
reporter John Ourand published in 
a blog that a portion of the nation-
ally televised game logged a 31.6 
percent market share.

According to an article by Times 
magazine sports reporter Glen 
Levy, the top three hot searches on 
Google Trends the Monday after 
the Steelers game “were, in order, 
the 3:16 passage (‘For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life’), followed by Tebow and 
Tim Tebow. Other online publica-
tions were also using the Scripture 
within the text of their reporting.

“People wanted to know ‘What 
is this 3:16 that everyone is talk-
ing about?’” Mitchell said. “They 
are asking questions like ‘What is 
prayer?’ ‘What does it mean?’”

Divine timing?
Last fall, sensing an opportunity 

to use the moment for God’s glory, 
Mitchell wrote “Take a Knee and 
Win: Answers on Faith, Tebow and 
America’s Obsession with Prayer,” 
a 12-page booklet. Released in De-
cember the booklet is now on its 
third printing. 

As a result, news outlets have inter-
viewed Mitchell about Tebowmania. 

“They are clamoring for it in the 
news studios,” the chaplain said. 
“People don’t understand the privi-
lege and power that prayer can tru-
ly do in their lives. They want to do 
prayer that produces results.

“This is a very unique moment. 
So praise God the Lord is using this 
moment to take the bold witness 
of a pro athlete to draw attention 
back to Him. I don’t think God is 
concerned so much about who wins 
a game, but he’s deeply concerned 
about the souls of men and women 
and boys and girls.

“This is a fad that is going to 
come and go. The bottom line is 
that I’m excited that God is back in 
the national conversation.”

Season ends, infl uence does not 
While the Patriots may have 

brought the miracle season to an 
abrupt end in Foxborough, Mass., 
Mitchell said he believes Tebow has 
accomplished what God called him 
to do.

“People either like him or hate 

him, but people can’t ignore him, 
and the same was true with Jesus 
Christ,” the Oceanside pastor said. 
“He’s causing a holy ruckus, and 
that’s a good thing.” 

Booklets, and an accompanying 
audio CD version, may be purchased 
on the church’s website for $2. The 
booklet may also be reviewed for 
free via an online fl ipbook. For more 
information, visit www.newventure.
org/take-a-knee.

Find us online at
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By Lori Arnold

The recent Tim Tebow mania 
has created quite a buzz on the 
Internet and on sports talk shows. 
Even mainstream media has cov-
ered some of the stories. Here’s a 
look at a few “Timbits”

All a-twitter
According to the folks at Twitter, 

users fi ngered an all-time per-sec-
ond record for sports tweets in the 
minutes after Tebow tossed an 80-
yard touchdown pass in overtime 
to win a fi rst-round victory over the 
favored Pittsburgh Steelers. Twitter 
offi cials said that the 9,420 tweets 
per second were logged after the 
dramatic play. 

America’s favorite athlete
December’s monthly ESPN poll 

of America’s Favorite Athlete found 
Tebow at the top for the fi rst time. 
According to ESPN, Tebow was fol-
lowed in the poll by Kobe Bryant, 
Aaron Rodgers, Peyton Manning 
and Tom Brady. The sports outlet 
also reported than in its 18 years of 
issuing the monthly poll, the top 
spot has only been held by 11 dif-
ferent athletes, including Michael 
Jordan, Tiger Woods and LeBron 
James.

 
Focused ads

Taking a page from the Tebow 
playbook, Focus on the Family took 
advantage of the national 3:16 con-
versation by creating a television 
ad in just three days. The ad used 
young children reciting the John 
3:16 Scripture verse and was broad-
cast during the Broncos-Patriot 
game.

According to Focus’ Karla Dial, 

when the ad was posted on You-
Tube, it went viral with both John 
3:16 and Focus on the Family trend-
ing worldwide as the top Internet 
search terms.

 The ad prompted this tweet 
from a grateful father.

“Both my sons just saw your 
commercial and gave their lives to 
Christ as a result,” Sugarland, Texas 
resident Dave Grumme wrote on 
Twitter. “Thank you. #John316.”

In an interview with Dial, 
Grumme said his 6- and 8-year-old 
boys were watching the commercial 
when the younger son announced 
to dad, “Well … I want to have ever-
lasting life.” After explaining salva-
tion to the boys one on one, each 
prayed separately to receive Jesus 
into his heart.

A major TV draw 
A sports blog on Yahoo report-

ed that the CBS ratings for the 
Broncos-Steelers Jan. 8 showdown 
pulled an overall 25.9 rating, mak-
ing it the highest-rated AFC wild-
card game since 1988. Variety 
magazine estimated that 45 million 
people watched Tebow’s touch-
down pass in overtime. Although 
the Broncos-Patriots showdown a 
week later only drew 34.2 million, 
it broke a record for Saturday divi-
sional round games.

Divine intervention
In a Poll Position telephone sur-

vey, 43.3 percent of people who 
were aware of Tebow’s on-fi eld suc-
cess said they believe divine inter-
vention had been a factor.

The January survey, posted on its 
website, involved 756 people who 
were up to date on Tebow. The 
youthful 18-to-29-year-old demo-

graphic was the one most apt to be-
lieve that it wasn’t just the football 
gods who were smiling on Tebow, 
with 52.3 percent saying yes to the 
divine intervention theory.

The poll question was prompted 
by radio talk show host Rush Lim-
baugh attributing the Broncos vic-
tory over the Steelers to divine in-
tervention in favor of Tebow.

No. 1 neighbor
Real estate website Zillow con-

ducted its fi fth annual Zillow Celeb-
rity Neighbor Survey in December 
asking Americans which celebri-
ties they would most like to have as 
their neighbor.

At the top of the list?
Tebow, who logged more votes 

than some of Hollywood’s biggest 
celebrity couples, including Angeli-
na Jolie and Brad Pitt, and Jennifer 
Aniston and Justin Theroux.

Lady Gaga gets in the act
Lada Gaga, never one to mince 

her words, also got on the Tebow 
bandwagon via tweet saying the 
24-year-old athlete was “what a (ex-
pletive) champion looks like.”

The jersey lore
Tebow fell short in this race, 

coming up second to Green Bay 
Packers quarterback Aaron Rodg-
ers, whose jersey was the best-sell-
ing for the 2011 season, according 
to the NFL’s online store sales. It is 
worth noting, however, that Tebow 
did not become the starting quar-
terback until one-third through the 
season.

And from the archives …
Known for wearing the Scripture 

verse John 3:16 in his eye black 

PHOTO BY JEFFREY BEALL/FLICKR

Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow gets ready to throw a pass in the 
Broncos regular season fi nale against the Kansas City Chiefs. The Broncos 
lost the game but still made the playoffs when the Chargers beat the Oakland 
Raiders.

Tebow by the numbers

throughout college, Tebow contin-
ued the tradition for the 2009 BCS 
National Championship Game. 
Tebow led his No. 2 ranked Florida 
Gators to a 24-14 victory over the 
No. 1 Oklahoma Sooners.

After the game, mega search en-

gine Google noted it recorded 90 
million searches for John 3:16.

Oh, and the date of the college 
championship game?

Jan. 8—three years to the day 
of Tebow’s legendary 3:16 game 
against the Steelers.
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Lloyd “Jimmy” Middaugh, plays with his mother’s dog, Muffi n, in a photo taken 
last year. Middaugh was one of four homeless men murdered in Orange County 
in December and January.

was arrested and convicted on one 
count of lewd and lascivious acts 
on a child under 14. The charges 
stemmed from him having sex with 
a 13-year-old. 

Although Marie knew her son 
was wrong and that there were con-
sequences for his crime, she was 
also sure her son didn’t fully grasp 
what had transpired. 

“He realized he was doing wrong 
because he wasn’t married, it was 
not the age difference,” his mom 
said. “It wasn’t something he even 
realized.”

Although he received no jail time 
for the encounter, he was placed 
on parole and ordered to register 
as a sex offender. After the convic-
tion, Jimmy began using drugs, and 
crimes related to their use landed 
him in prison for several months.

Six years ago, Marie relocated to 
Seal Beach to take care of her ailing 
mother. Jimmy followed her north 
and in recent years he appeared 
to be getting his life together, as 
his mother carefully monitored his 
every move in hopes of him being 
able to get his own place. 

Marie said she and her son often 
had long talks about being careful 
to avoid circumstances that would 
violate the state’s child predator laws 
and cause him to be sent back to jail. 
He was living in transitional housing 
and looking forward to getting his own 
apartment, which he could afford with 
his state disability checks.

✦  ✦  ✦  ✦ 

Then, last year, Jimmy made an-
other mistake. 

After a mandated group meeting 
with fellow sex offenders, he went out 
to lunch with one of his peers, a parole 
infraction that resulted in more jail 
time. By the time he was released seven 
months later, his spot in the transitional 
housing was long gone.

Marie had a spare room her son 
could use, but she lived in a retire-
ment community in Seal Beach 
where residents had to be 55 to re-
side. His sister’s house was off limits 
because she had minor children. 
He tried fi nding apartments at least 
2,000 feet away from schools and 
parks, as required by Jessica’s Law, 
but was unable to fi nd vacancies. 

“There are very few places that 
are in compliance with that law,” 
she said.

Jimmy tried to secure housing 
through his parole offi ce but had 
no success. 

“He had done everything he was 
supposed to,” she said. “He had no 
violations except for having lunch 
with someone.”

With few housing choices avail-
able to him, Jimmy decided to 
spend the days with his mother at 
her apartment, then each night she 
reluctantly drove him to the bus 
stop where he would head out for 
the 91 underpass. 

“We chose for him to be on the 
streets,” she said, her voice reveal-
ing the soft resignation of someone 
who had just lost her last resort. 
“He didn’t have any other options. 
It wasn’t something he wanted to 
do.”

After the fi rst victim, James Mac-
Gillivray, a 53-year-old homeless 
man, was killed in Placentia on Dec. 
20, Marie and her son discussed the 
dangers of life on the street.

“You’ve got be very careful,” she 
told her son.

He wasn’t worried. At 6-feet, 
4-inches tall and 300-plus pounds, 
Jimmy said he was big enough to 
take care of himself.

“Where I sleep I’ll hear him,” 
he told her. “Don’t worry about it. 

JIMMY…
Continued from page 1

Besides when I’m out there, I don’t 
sleep well.”

The day before he was killed, 
Jimmy told his mother he thought 
he had a lead on a shelter for that 
night. It fell through.

 “He really thought he was go-
ing to have this chance,” his griev-
ing mother said. “He said, ‘again, 
I’ve been cheated out of getting a 
place.’ I told him to hang in there, 
that God’s in control. He said, ‘Yes, 
mom, God’s in control.’”

✦  ✦  ✦  ✦ 

Marie knew something was amiss 
when her son failed to call her 
the following morning. He always 
called her at 7 a.m. to let her know 
he was OK and ready for her to 
come get him. She would pick him 
up and take him back to her apart-
ment where he spent time with her 
poodle, Muffi n and took an interest 
in her elderly neighbors, helping 
them to string Christmas lights and 
planting a fl ower garden for one 
of his mother’s friends. Some, she 
said, called him a teddy bear.

Countless calls to Jimmy’s cell 
phone that morning went unan-
swered. By 9 a.m. she called his 
parole offi ce saying something was 
wrong. One of the offi cers checked 
on the GPS tracker he was wearing. 
It was not tracking. He was also con-
vinced there was a problem. Marie 
called one of her two daughters, 
Karen Olsen, sharing her concern. 
Olsen told her she had just driven 
past a crime scene near the 91 Free-
way and Tustin Avenue.

“That’s were Jim sleeps,” his 
mother said told Olsen. “We knew 
it was him.”

While Olsen’s husband, Brad, 
raced to the scene to try to get 
some details, a detective arrived 
at Marie’s home, confi rming her 
fears.

“None of these men deserved to 
die like they did,” Marie said, recall-
ing her trepidation with letting him 
go that night.

“After I dropped him off, I want-
ed to turn my car around and come 
back and say, ‘You are not going 
to stay on the streets tonight.’ But 
I was afraid he would go back to 
prison,” his mother said. “He didn’t 
want that. He wanted off of parole.”

Weeks later his mother admits 
to having diffi culty comprehend-
ing how the killer could have taken 
down a man of his size. In arraign-
ment videos, the 23-year-old sus-
pect, Itzcoatl Ocampo, a former 
Marine, appeared to be slender.

“This is horrendous,” she said. 
“This is awful, but I believe God is 
in control. I believe that God al-
lowed this to happen, even though 
I don’t understand his reasoning.”

✦  ✦  ✦  ✦ 

In the midst of the grief, Marie said 
her family has grown closer as they 
have seen the Lord’s grace at work. 
Everyone they’ve had to deal with in 
connection with Jimmy’s murder was 
a Christian—the detective, victim’s 
advocate and mortuary personnel.

“It’s just like God lined people up 
for us,” she said. “There were prayers 
going out all over for the killer to be 
caught and for God to give wisdom to 
law enforcement and for things that 
were dark to be exposed.”

She said she believes those prayers 
were swiftly heeded with the suspect’s 
arrest. Offi cers have said their inves-
tigation determined the suspect was 
not fi nished with his spree when he 
was arrested.

In addition to Ocampo’s capture, 
Marie said she has been monitoring 
the local news more closely and noticed 
several other arrests had been made in 
other pending murder cases.

On Jan. 18, in an unrelated case, 
the Los Angeles District Attorney’s 
offi ce announced that charges were 
fi led against two gang members in a 
2008 mass killing of fi ve people in 
a homeless encampment. After the 
charges were fi led against the two 
men—already in jail on unrelated 
cases—Long Beach Police Depart-
ment Chief Jim McDonnell stressed 
that the case was drug related and 
the victims were not targeted be-
cause of homelessness.

“I just believe it was the prayer 
to release the hidden stuff and to 
expose it,” she said. “God sent his 
angels out to help expose this.”

She believes God has also sent several 
“sweet confi rmations” that Jimmy is 
fi nally at rest with Jesus. Several days 
after he was killed, his brother-in-law 
Brad Olsen approached Marie with the 
Scripture verse John 14:1-4.

Weeks later, Olsen ran up to his 
mother-in-law relaying a Word he 
received from the Lord.

“I know where he is,” Olsen said 
excitedly. “Jimmy went from under 
a bridge to a mansion.”

A memorial service for Jimmy will be 
held 11 a.m. Feb. 18—two days after 
his birthday—at Full Gospel Church, 
9611 E. Alondra Blvd. in Bellfl ower. 
In lieu of fl owers the family requests 
donations in Jimmy’s name to the 
Orange County Rescue Mission.

Christian Examiner staff report

COSTA MESA — Chuck Smith, 
pastor of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa 
and founder of the Calvary Chapel 
movement, has begun chemotherapy 
treatments for lung cancer.

Smith, 84, was diagnosed in late 
December and notifi ed the congre-
gation during services on Jan. 1.

In a statement posted on the 
church’s website Jan. 16, Smith will 
also undergo radiation treatments 
for several weeks following the che-
motherapy “in hopes of eradicating 
or reducing the tumor.”

“If necessary, Pastor Chuck will 
then undergo surgery to remove 
the tumor,” the website update said. 
“We will post an update over the 
next few weeks if things change or 
there are any new updates. Please 
keep Pastor Chuck, Kay and his 
family in your prayers, as the Lord 
is able to do more than we could 
ever hope and imagine.”

During his announcement, 
Smith said he had never smoked, 
a habit that is considered the most 
signifi cant contributor to lung can-
cer.

It was also in December two years 
ago that Smith suffered a series of 
“mini strokes” but returned to min-
istry after his recovery.

In an interview with Assist News 
Service a week after the cancer di-
agnosis, Smith said the cancer was 
discovered after routine blood work 
highlighted a potential problem. A 
series of scans followed and doctors 
determined the cancer was limited 
to the middle lobe of his right ear.

“It looks like it’s treatable, and 
so we know it’s in the hands of the 

Chuck Smith undergoes 
chemotherapy for cancer

Lord, so I have no fears,” Smith 
told reporter Dan Wooding. 

In the interview he added that 
he had high hopes the treatment 
would be successful.

“I’m feeling great,” he said. “You 
know, it’s an interesting thing, with 
what they say is going on inside of 
me, that I’m not feeling it at all. 
There is no pain, and I am just re-
joicing in the Lord.” 

There is apparently no fear in dy-
ing, either.

“The worst thing that can hap-
pen is I could die, but that’s great 
you know,” he said displaying a 
huge smile. 

Since taking over the reigns of a small 
Costa Mesa congregation in 1965, the 
church has grown to more than 9,500 
people and birthed an affi liation of at 
least 1,500 fellowship congregations 
across the United States and even more 
abroad. Among the largest congrega-
tions are Harvest Christian Fellowship, 
Calvary Chapel Golden Springs, Cal-
vary Chapel Chino Valley and Calvary 
Chapel South Bay, Horizon Christian 
Fellowship and Maranatha Chapel.

In addition to the church, Smith 
also has a large radio ministry and 
has authored dozens of books.

Supporters are invited to send 
well wishes and prayer to pastor-
chuck@cccm.com.
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Facing bankruptcy?

A committed Christian attorney will stand with you!

We can help!
Law Offi ces of

Donald A. Ellison

1-800-533-7707
Serving East L.A., Orange, Riverside

& West San Bernardino Counties

We are a debt relief agency. We help people fi le for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA  92315 

Plan now for your spring and 
summer camps and retreats

We are your voice 
in the courts.

Advocates for Faith and Freedom 
protects our religious liberty in 
the courts. 

We represent individuals, 
churches, organizations, and 
businesses whose civil liberties 
have come under attack—and 
these cases are increasing 
dramatically.

24910 Las Brisas Road, Suite 110
Murrieta, CA 92562

1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com

Your prayers and tax-deductible 
contributions are important to us.

Rescue missions reach out during homeless killing spree
By Lori Arnold

TUSTIN — Jim Palmer, CEO of 
the Orange County Rescue Mission, 
specializes in planning for every kind of 
contingency: bad weather, the fl u bug, 
law enforcement crack downs, donor 
cutbacks, economic malaise and chang-
ing bureaucratic policies governing the 
homeless. Nowhere in his playbook did 
he account for a serial killer. 

The killing spree—which targeted 
the homeless—began Dec. 20 in 
Placentia and took the life of James 
Patrick McGillivray, 53. The second 
victim, Lloyd Middaugh, 42, was found 
in Anaheim on Dec. 28. Two days 
later 57-year-old Paulus Smit’s body 
was found in Yorba Linda. The fi nal 
victim, John Berry, 64, was discovered 
in Anaheim on Jan. 13. According to 
police, the knife attacks were brutal. 
McGillivray reportedly was stabbed at 
least 40 times, and each subsequent 
attack became more vicious.

“We were praying about what our 
role in this was,” Palmer said. “The 
fi rst thing was to call it what it was. It 
was pure evil.”

The suspect in the case, arrested 
after witnesses saw him attacking the 
fourth victim, is an Iraq war veteran, 
who family members said frequently 
reached out to the homeless. His own 
father is among those calling the streets 
home, living out of a truck in Fullerton.

Palmer, who has spent years working 
on homeless issues and also manages 
homeless programs in the Inland Em-
pire and northern San Diego County, 
said the attacks were not only brutal but 
also hard to predict. The killing zone, 
about a fi ve-mile radius and covering 
three cities, featured no large shelter 
or homeless gathering areas.

“You are already dealing with a 
population that is very vulnerable, very 
broken,” he said. “They are outcasts in 
society. They are invisible. Most people 
don’t even see them. They don’t even 
feel human, and then they become the 
target of a monster. That’s a horrible 
situation.”

Palmer said his staff became con-
cerned after the fi rst killing and, by 
the time Middaugh became the second 
victim, they feared they had a serial 
killer, although police had not yet 
linked the murders.

Immediately the mission staffers 
began praying together as they tried 
to discern how best to reach out to the 
homeless. A Google search for similar 
circumstances in other communities 

and how the rescue missions there 
might have provided help proved futile.

“We couldn’t fi nd anything,” the 
CEO said. “We were trying to not only 
get them off of the street but also want-
ing to give them something, some sense 
of peace, to empower them in a sense.”

It was through those prayer sessions 
that the idea emerged to create emer-
gency kits with fl ashlights, whistles, bus 
passes to get to shelters, and tips on 
how to stay safe. Sunwest Bank and Dis-
neyland Resorts stepped up to provide 
$5,000 each to pay for the 1,200 kits.

“They were really thankful,” he said 
of the homeless. “We were hoping we 
were making a difference, lifting up 
people’s spirits, having a good infl u-
ence.”

Still, Palmer said it wasn’t until he 
saw one of the kit’s recipients telling a 
TV news reporter that the whistle made 
her feel safe that he felt some relief.

“That’s when I went ‘Wow, we really 
did something good here,” he said. “It 
was the Lord whispering in our ears, 
saying ‘Go, do this.’”

Palmer said he is hoping that public 
attention generated by the killings and 
the arrest will elevate awareness of 
homelessness so that more can be done 
to get the homeless off of the street.

Expanding services
In San Diego, Palmer’s dream is 

coming true. Herb Johnson, the CEO 
of the San Diego Rescue Mission, said 
he’s now working on getting donors 
to fund the $50,000 he needs to fully 
staff his ministry’s First Steps program.

Although 85 percent of the men 
and women receiving services from 
the San Diego mission are in long-
term transitional housing, First Step 
was launched as a temporary shelter 
program dealing with those who have 
immediate needs. The 26 or so beds 
in that program are used to screen 
the homeless for suitability for the 
long-term program. But, because of 
budget constraints, the program only 
operates on weeknights. Those staying 
in First Steps become homeless again 
every Friday morning.

“We don’t have enough money to 
run that program on the weekends 
because it’s a three-shift program,” 
Johnson said. “That’s always been very, 
very distasteful to me, but that’s the 
reality of being a nonprofi t.”

After reports of the serial killing sur-
faced, however, Johnson determined 
he needed to move some mountains so 
the mission staff consolidated beds in 

Bales, who found protection inside 
of his locked vehicle.

“The homeless are the most vul-
nerable population on the face 
of the earth,” said Bales, who has 
lost numerous homeless friends to 
street violence. “They are out in the 
open with no protection. Home-
lessness itself can sometimes be a 
violent experience. Everyone is try-
ing to defend themselves.”

Adding to the matrix are street 
thugs who are looking for an easy 
mark. Youth gangs have been 
known to rove the areas using their 
fi sts and baseball bats for some en-
tertainment.

“They are targeted because they 
are vulnerable, they are invisible, 
and (the attackers) think they can 
get away with it because nobody will 
care,” Bales said.

Churches, ministries responding
All three ministry directors said 

they have noticed a positive trend 
in recent years as more Christians, 
churches and other organizations 
are becoming involved in serving 
the homeless.

“We need to do everything we 
can to love and reach out to them 
to get them under a roof and to 
safety,” Bales said. “The best way to 
do that is through friendships and 
relationships.”

Finally, Bales said he hopes enough 
resources can be generated to render 
his own ministry obsolete.

“Through foundations, church-
es and networks we need to be 
keeping people from becoming 
homeless in the fi rst place,” Bales 
said. “We need to be a society that 
doesn’t tolerate a precious human 
being sleeping on the streets.”

The CEOs of the Orange 
County, San Diego and the Los 
Angeles Union Rescue missions 
offer tips for people wanting to 
serve the homeless:

Plug into an existing nonprofi t 
ministry — Volunteers are always 
needed and each mission has 
developed procedures that pro-
vide for the most effi cient care 
without enabling the person to 
remain on the streets. 

See the homeless — Most of 
those on the streets feel invisible. 
A warm smile or a hello might be 
the only one they get the whole 
day.

Mobile pantry — Stock cars 
with non-perishable food items, 
toiletries, socks and underwear, 

which can be easily handed to 
someone on the streets. 

Warm coffee — Drop off some 
cups and a Starbucks to-go coffee 
container. The warm coffee is a 
blessing on cold winter days. 

Cashing in — Giving cash 
directly to the homeless is not 
recommended. Instead, provide 
monetary donations directly to 
the local rescue missions. They 
use tested screening processes to 
ensure those receiving the servic-
es are most likely to transition off 
of the streets.

For more ideas or information 
from the rescue missions, visit 
www.rescuemission.org, www.
sdrescue.org, or www.urm.org.

the long-term facility and moved some 
of those in the First Step program into 
the long-term shelter, opening up more 
beds for those on the street, a maneuver 
he called a “double checker move.”

“I’ve been so emotionally connected 
to what has happened in Orange 
County that I’m searching around so 
we can fi nd a donor to fund it on the 
weekends,” Johnson said. “It seems 
terribly tragic to have space here and 
not man it on the weekends.”

Lost in much of the discussion over 
the killings and subsequent arrest, 
Johnson said, was the fact that the 
suspect was a veteran.

“Twenty percent of the homeless in 
San Diego are veterans,” he said. “It’s 
just a tragic case. This didn’t have to 
be Anaheim. It could be here. It just 
happened there.”

A violent world
Both Palmer and Johnson agreed 

that violence is not new to the 
homeless population since many of 
those living on the streets are deal-
ing with anger, substance abuse and 
mental health issues. In can make 
for an explosive combination when 
you factor in the survival instinct, in 
which friends can become prey for 
the next fi x, meal or warm shoes.

“We are surrounded by this 
kind of threat every day,” said the 
Rev. Andy Bales of the Union Res-
cue Mission in Los Angeles, which 
serves one of the state’s most no-

torious homeless populations. “In 
Skid Row we are always in the midst 
of this kind of threat.”

He said during the same time the 
media was focused on the serial kill-
ing, four to fi ve unrelated stabbings 
occurred in Skid Row.

“It’s been our biggest mess in the 
United States,” he said of the area. 
“Even with a serial killer loose on 
the streets of Orange County, it’s 
still probably safer there.”

Palmer agreed, saying Orange 
County’s homeless are spread over 
a wide area.

Even those trying to serve the 
homeless can become victims. In 
mid-January Bales said he came 
across a 400-pound man attacking 
a woman over a drug debt. When 
he intervened the man turned on 

How you can help

Make A Difference…
 Become a Foster/Adoptive Parent
Our Mission….
“to ease the suffering of abused and neglected 
children by providing a nurturing and supportive 
environment which will allow them to begin the 
process of healing.”

CALL TODAY! (877) 864-4448
www.concept7.org

Fostering Hope in Children since 1973

Fostering 
Hope & 

Adopting 
Promise 
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Abortion commentary appreciated
I read the abortion commentary 

by Donald Smith that you put into 
the Christian Examiner (January 
2012). I enjoyed his article as it re-
ally hits one of the real problems 
of our country! We seem to have 
grown from black-and-white to vari-
ous areas of gray. We are allowing 
so many things to slip by. 

I want to thank you for having the 
courage to allow that article to be 
printed. I realize it’s a controversial 
subject. Thank God for people like you.

Jack Gutman
Anaheim, Calif.

Commentary viewpoints 
are reasoned                       

As a reader of Christian Exam-
iner for the past 20-plus years, I just 
wanted to thank you for passing 
along the always superbly thought-
ful observations of your “staff” of 
monthly commentators. Colson, 
Thomas, and the many “guests” 
serve as a prophetic voice of reason 
to our rapidly declining awareness 
of right and wrong and the inevi-

table consequences that will follow. 
My only fear is that not many are 

listening. I hope my trepidations 
are ill informed. Thanks again, 
and keep them doggies rollin’. 

Douglas A. Yowell
Loma Linda, Calif.

              
Alternative giving lauded

I truly commend the Christian 
Examiner for your article on alter-
native ways of giving this Christmas 
(December 2011). I am a fundrais-
er for Food For the Poor and we 
work tirelessly to emphasize “the 
REAL reason for the season,” and 
that’s giving! 

This year we wrapped up cam-
paigns in San Diego where listeners 
of KPRZ 1210 AM helped us build 
50 permanent two-room homes in 
Haiti for families living in abject 
poverty. 

One family was living in a shack 
made of rotten wood, rusted metal 
and mud, and now live comfortably 
in a sturdy home with cinderblock 
walls, windows, a locking door and, 
for the fi rst time, a fl ushing toilet. 

We have had a long-standing rela-
tionship with the listeners in San Di-
ego and you all have blessed count-
less poor families over the years.

In our most recent trip to Haiti 
we had several radio/media per-
sonalities who saw fi rst-hand the 
impact their efforts are having on 
families, mothers and children. 
Food For the Poor’s Radio Depart-
ment and our radio partners have 
concentrated our efforts in feed-
ing families. The results mean that 
more than 6,000 families will have a 
hot meal for the next year through 
Food For the Poor’s extensive feed-
ing programs in Haiti, all in the 
past four months.

We do so much more than feed-
ing and housing. Our mission is 
linking the Christian church in 
America with the Christian church 
in these developing nations in Lat-
in America and the Caribbean.   

Again, thank you for such a great 
article.

Paul S.A. Jacobs 
Radio marketing 

Food For the Poor Inc.                                                

When it comes to engaging in 
public policy and challenging 
today’s culture, some of the least 
successful strategies are ones built 
around criticism. The growing 
number of churches and minis-
tries that are constantly “against 
something” is a disturbing trend. 

Every month, I see an avalanche 
of direct-mail campaigns and 
magazine articles by organizations 
upset about the latest movie, court 
decision, TV show and cartoon 
series, or mad at the homosexual 
community or some other special 
interest group. 

But while a healthy debate is 
the cornerstone of a vibrant de-
mocracy, the truth is, just being 
critical creates very little change. 
After all, as Christians, we of all 
people should be known as being 
for something. 

We’re sharing the greatest story 
ever told, but instead of focusing 
on that story, we continually get 
distracted by turning our focus on 
issues peripheral to our real calling.

Yes, some of these issues are im-

portant. Christians are American 
citizens, with every right to vote our 
conscience and speak in the pub-
lic square. We also have the right 
to campaign against candidates or 
issues for which we disagree. I’m a 
strong believer in energetic social 
discourse, and we need to speak up.

However, because we’ve focused 
so much of our time, money and 
resources lately against the enter-
tainment industry, political parties, 
the culture, the media and other 
groups, the world is simply turning 
us off because we’re just singing the 
same old song in the same old way.

It’s quite a paradox that we 
criticize mainstream news organi-
zations for reporting on negativ-
ity, rather than paying attention 
to positive stories of hope. For the 
television networks, it’s all about 
ratings, and negative, sensational 
stories score higher ratings. But the 
fact is, especially when it comes to 
fundraising, Christians do the same 
thing. Those things that are nega-
tive, the lurid and the evil get a big-
ger response every time.

In fairness, it’s not 
just religious organi-
zations that should 
be blamed. Politi-
cal groups, activists, 
env i ronmenta l i s t s 
and others are just as 
guilty. Demonizing an 
enemy is an easy way 
to get the supporters 
worked up and the 
cash register ringing.

Rethink the approach
But I suggest we begin rethinking 

why we’re here and what our real 
assignment is on the earth. Are we 
supposed to reach the lost or com-
plain about the lost?

And second, we need to under-
stand that being against some-
thing—even if we’re right—isn’t 
always the best strategy for actually 
changing the world. 

Sadly, there are instances where 
Christian protesting actually helped 
the very cause they were protesting. 
For example, director Martin Scors-
ese’s movie “The Last Temptation 

of Christ” was a poor 
fi lm in 1988 that crit-
ics predicted would 
fail at the box offi ce. 

Its blasphemous sto-
ry brought concerned 
Christian protesters 
out in droves. But the 
boycott campaign by 
these well-meaning 
believers generated so 
much press that the 
fi lm actually became 

a box offi ce success. It’s a perfect 
example that sometimes, even with 
highly offensive issues, it’s better to 
let the problem slide into oblivion 
rather than help increase its aware-
ness.

The magnet of a whisper
I can tell you this—speaking 

from decades of studying the me-
dia and culture—if we don’t learn 
to put down the protest signs, we’ll 
never make much of an impact. 
As a television and fi lm director, I 
learned long ago that if an actor 
yells all the time, people turn it off 

and the performance loses its im-
pact. But when he speaks quietly, 
the occasional shout gets the audi-
ence’s attention. 

When we do mission work, we 
don’t go to a Third World country 
and send missionaries to boycott 
and protest. We send missionaries 
to a Third World country to devel-
op a trust relationship with the peo-
ple, and to know and understand 
them. Through that, we earn their 
trust and we develop a relationship. 
And yet, we often go to Hollywood, 
the BBC or other networks and we 
criticize, boycott or complain.

In other words, if all we do is 
complain, the culture will simply 
tune us out. At some point we have 
to reach out a hand and start a con-
versation.

Cooke is a Ph.D, producer and 
media strategist. His new book 
is “Branding Faith: Why Some 
Churches and Non-Profi ts Impact 
the Culture and Others Don’t” by 
Regal Publishing. Find out more at 
philcooke.com.

Criticizing won’t change the world

Barry H. Corey

Phil Cooke

Those who know me know that 
one of my common refrains is, 
“Life is IN TENTS.”  

Life’s a journey, and we commit 
each leg of the journey to God.

Jacob is on a journey in Genesis 
28, a journey between two places. 
We’ve all been there. Motivated 
by fear of his brother and wanting 
a fresh start, Jacob set out into the 
barren, inhospitable, lonely wilder-
ness on the 400-mile hike to Haran, 
where he would fi nd work and a 
wife. 

This is a story of a journey and 
life “in between.” 

I don’t want to make this pas-
sage allegorical, but as a college 
president I see that our students 
are where Jacob was. 

Between leaving his family and 
settling down, he encountered 
God. 

This “between” time of his life 
became sacred for him.

College is “between” time, and 
students are ripe to experience 

God in a way that is 
real and transforma-
tional. My message to 
students at a recent 
university chapel was 
to take seriously their 
precious “between” 
years. 

I would grieve 
to think they spent 
their years at Biola 
preparing to make a 
living but not to make 
a difference. 

The difference comes from 
paying attention to what God is 
saying.

God wanted Jacob to make a 
difference, to be a blessing to the 
people. 

One night, about 75 miles into 
the journey, Jacob took a stone 
for a pillow and went to sleep. (I 
slept with a stone as a pillow the 
night prior to my chapel message. 
I wanted to feel for Jacob. I slept 
fi tfully.) 

Jacob went to sleep 
and dreamed of a 
staircase connecting 
heaven and earth, 
with angels ascend-
ing and descending. 

The Hebrew term 
for “stairway” means 
more like “ramp.” 

Jacob’s ladder was 
God’s ramp and, 
“There above it 
stood the Lord.”

Jacob heard the 
voice of God say, 

“I am the Lord, the God of your 
father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac. I will give you and your 
descendants the land on which 
you are lying. Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth. 
… All peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you and your off-
spring.” 

God told Jacob the same thing 
he told Jacob’s father and grand-
father, and the same thing he 
would tell Jacob’s descendants: 

“I want to do something great 

through you.”
Then God gets personal with 

the promises of verse 15: 
“I am with you and will watch 

over you wherever you go, and I 
will bring you back to this land. 
I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.” 

Because I am here, your un-
certain place becomes a certain 
place.

By way of the ramp, heaven 
came to Earth. 

It’s the same promise realized 
once and for all in the Messianic 
seed carried by Jacob and his son 
Judah, a direct lineage to Christ. 

The ramp once and for all con-
nected heaven and earth through 
Emmanuel, God with us. 

So in this amazing dream is 
the amazing disclosure of God’s 
promise to Jacob, to you and me 
in the uncertain place between 
where we were and where we are 
going.

What does Jacob say about his 
uncertain place in life? Verse 
16 tells us that he awoke and 

thought, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I wasn’t aware of 
it. How awesome is this place!” 

God shows up in our lonely and 
uncertain places, and he shows up 
with a promise to be with us, pro-
tect us and bring us to the other 
side. 

In response we echo Jacob: “How 
awesome is this in between place!”

Verses 18-19 tell us that Jacob 
took his stone pillow and stood it 
up as a pillar. A pillow becomes a 
pillar! He anointed it with oil and 
called it 

Bethel; house of God.
 This is his moment of surrender! 

It didn’t happen at his grandfather 
Abraham’s knee as a child. 

It didn’t happen around the 
family table with Isaac, Rebekah 
and Esau. 

It happened when he left home 
for Wilderness University, an un-
certain place that became certain 
because God showed up. 

Dr. Corey is the president of Biola 
University.

Trying to fi gure it out ‘Between Two Places’ is easier with the Lord
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Cutting deductions for charity would devastate nonprofi ts
By The Rev. James K. Lewis

With the holiday giving season 
barely in our rearview mirror, many 
nonprofi ts will begin to hit lean fund-
ing months as Americans get back into 
their regular routines. Things could 
get bleaker though as the president 
has proposed—and the Congress is 
considering—taking away the incen-
tive for many people to give to charity. 

Congress is examining potential ways 
to cap, decrease or completely elimi-
nate the tax deduction for charitable 
giving. This deduction, which has been 
in place since 1917, allows individuals 
to receive a deduction in their taxable 
income for the money they donate to 
charities. 

These donations are vital to our work 
at Long Beach Rescue Mission and that 
of every other nonprofi t in America. 
These funds allow us to provide meals, 
clothing, shelter, rehabilitation, job 
training and other critical services.

Citizens give to us and receive the 
deduction. We receive the donations 
and provide the services. As a result, 
the government doesn’t have to pay 
for these services.

Everyone wins!
The system works for all. In fact, in 

a recent poll 70 percent 
of individuals opposed 
the elimination of the 
charitable deduction, 
including 62 percent 
of people who did not 
even claim the deduction 
last year.

The charitable tax 
deduction is a proven, 
time-tested incentive 
that encourages giving. 
If the current charitable 
tax deduction is lowered, it’s estimated 
that the nonprofi t sector will lose 
approximately $4 billion annually 
in private giving. If the deduction is 
eliminated, the loss to the nonprofi t 
sector is even higher.

You might assume that people with 
the most money give away the most 
money—and you would be correct. 
Higher income earners account for the 
majority of individual giving. It is also 
true that high-income earners are more 
sensitive to changes in tax incentives.

Many people give to charities be-
cause they have big hearts. They’re 
generous. They believe that giving is 
“the right thing to do.” Many other 
people give because they also enjoy the 
tax incentive of giving. Some are taxed 

heavily on donations 
when they exceed cur-
rent limitations. And, of 
course, many people fall 
into both camps.

What is important is 
that they are giving ... 
period. 

Best equipped to 
serve

These are tough 
times. A record number 

of Americans are unemployed. The 
number of people in poverty—many of 
them children—is at an all-time high. 
People need help. Nonprofi ts serving 
the poor exist to provide that help.

So why are our federally elected 
offi cials thinking about cutting or 
eliminating the charitable tax deduc-
tion? They need the money. They need 
the tax revenue.

The president and the Congress 
have put themselves between a rock 
and a hard place by over-spending. But 
what’s the benefi t of shifting resources 
away from private nonprofi ts to the 
federal government? I can’t think of 
any. Can you?

Does the federal government know 
best how people should spend their 

money? Is the federal government 
more effi cient and effective in caring 
for the disadvantaged than charitable 
organizations? Can the federal govern-
ment ever effectively do the work of a 
local social service agency?

Humbly, I think not. Tens of mil-
lions of Americans agree. That’s 
why we give private donations. 
That’s why we live in the most gen-
erous nation in the world.

Scrooge was converted
Even the famous miser Ebene-

zer Scrooge came to know the 

goodness of generosity. As Charles 
Dickens wrote, “Scrooge was better 
than his word. He became as good 
a friend, as good a man as the good 
old City knew, or any other good 
old city, town, or borough in the 
good old world.” 

Before the president and Con-
gress send nonprofi ts a lump of 
coal, they would do well to remem-
ber the lesson of Scrooge and pre-
serve the charitable tax deduction.

Lewis is president and CEO of the 
Long Beach Rescue Mission.

Rev. James K. Lewis

The next election should be all 
about the economy, right? Wrong 
in spades!

During the seemingly endless 
build-up to the Iowa caucuses, 
there was one consistent refrain re-
peated over and over. It’s like the 
big lie—the more you keep repeat-
ing it, the more people are going to 
believe it, but it remains a lie.

The lie was simply this: that the 
political parties have to choose be-
tween social issues and economic 
issues. This year, the media and 
the party machines are telling us 
ad nauseam that the only issue that 
matters is the economy.

So any candidate who wants to 
win the White House should just 
shut up about things like marriage, 
the sanctity of life, religious liberty, 
and those other annoying issues 
that distract us from focusing on 

jobs and the economy.
But that’s crazy! Doesn’t anybody 

get the connection between the so-
cial issues and economics issues?

One candidate who does, Rick 
Santorum had the courage to link 
the two in one of the Iowa town 
hall meetings. (And before I go 
on, please, folks, I’m not endorsing 
him or anyone. I never do.)

Here’s what Senator Santorum 
said:

“Yes, [the election is] about growth 
and the economy, [but] it’s also about 
what is at the core of our country . 
. . faith and family. You can’t have a 
strong economy, you can’t have limited 
government if the family is breaking 
down and we don’t live good, moral, 
and decent lives.”

Precisely right. And what does he 
get for his remarks? Backhanded 
compliments for his showing in 

Iowa and a stern warn-
ing from, among oth-
ers, the conservative 
National Review:

Here’s what the Na-
tional Review wrote 
online: “In a general 
election…where the 
focus is almost cer-
tainly going to be on 
economic issues, it is 
questionable whether 
Santorum’s relentless 
focus on social issues will play well 
with independent voters, especially 
in the crucial suburbs.”

Hogwash. If the nation’s current eco-
nomic crisis has taught us anything, it’s 
that a healthy economy cannot thrive in 
the midst of moral breakdown. Ethical 
failures on Wall Street, Main Street, 
and Capitol Hill put us into this mess 
we’re in today, as I’ve said many times 

before.
But how about 

some facts? Take in-
carceration rates—
something Santorum 
has alluded to and 
I’ve seen with my 
own eyes—“Young 
men who grow up 
in homes without fa-
thers are twice as like-
ly to end up in jail as 
those who come from 

traditional two-parent families.” 
And “70% of juveniles in state-oper-
ated institutions come from father-
less homes.”

How about education? 71% of 
all high school dropouts come 
from fatherless homes. And chil-
dren from low-income, two-parent 
families outperform students from 
high-income, single-parent homes.

I could go on and on.
Do you think that crime rates, 

incarceration, low educational 
achievement, out of wedlock births, 
affect the economy and govern-
ment spending? Of course they do, 
and the statistics prove this!

If you want a healthy, thriving econ-
omy you’ve got to have a strong moral 
societal foundation. And any so-called 
“conservatives” who think otherwise 
are simply deluding themselves; the 
two issues simply can’t be separated

As Christians, we can’t buy into the lie 
that we can separate economic prosper-
ity from moral behavior. And we can’t 
be afraid to hold the candidates’ feet 
to the fi re on this, either. 

© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Re-
printed with permission. “Break-
Point with Chuck Colson” is a radio 
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

Even fair-minded 
liberals, of which 
there must be a few, 
should acknowledge 
that the (January 7 
and 8) “blitz” of the 
Republican presi-
dential candidates by 
ABC and NBC corre-
spondents looked like 
a play designed by the 
left wing of the Demo-
cratic Party.  

Clearly the questions by ABC’s 
George Stephanopoulos and Diane 
Sawyer about contraception and 
same-sex marriage were asked to 
trap the GOP candidates into deliv-
ering sound bites that the Obama 
re-election campaign could use 
against the eventual nominee and 
the party at large. These were the 
types of accusatory questions that 
would never be asked of a Demo-
cratic president. One would not 
expect to hear, for example, a ques-
tion like this to President Obama: 
“Mr. President, millions of babies 
have been legally aborted in this 
country since 1973; how can you so 
callously dismiss unborn children, 

many of whom would 
now be productive, 
taxpaying citizens, by 
taking a pro-choice 
stance on abortion?”  

This is how it works: 
if you are a journalist 
who clearly favors the 
re-election of Presi-
dent Obama, you ask 
questions of Repub-
licans in an effort to 

make them look foolish, forcing 
them to address subjects other 
than the economy and threats to 
national security. When you ques-
tion Democrats, you ask questions 
people care most about and usually 
allow the answer, however inaccu-
rate, to go unchallenged.  

During the January 8 NBC 
News/Facebook debate on “Meet 
the Press,” the conservative Media 
Research Center (mrc.org) found 
that, “Out of the 41 questions di-
rected to the six Republican presi-
dential candidates..., 25 of them 
were from the left, 13 questions 
were neutral, mainly about the 
campaign horse race and electabili-
ty, and only three questions pressed 

the candidates from the right.”  
On “60 Minutes” in December, 

correspondent Steve Kroft deliv-
ered this fat softball to President 
Obama: “Since the midterm elec-
tions, you made an effort at bipar-
tisanship. It hasn’t worked out that 
way. ... You gave up a lot. You said 
you wanted a balanced approach. 
You didn’t get it. You cut a trillion 
dollars and set up the framework 
to cut another trillion plus, and 
the Republicans gave up nothing. I 
mean, there are people in your own 
party who think that you were out-
maneuvered, that you were stared 
down by John Boehner and Gro-
ver Norquist and capitulated. ... It 

seems to be all the compromising is 
being done by you...”  

And so it goes in every modern 
election cycle. To the mainstream 
media, Republicans are pigheaded 
and unwilling to compromise with a 
Democratic president (or a Demo-
cratic Congress). That’s because in 
media-land, only Democrats want 
what is best for “real Americans.” 
Get it? MSNBC has apparently sus-
pended conservative Pat Buchanan 
because that network doesn’t like 
his “biases,” but Democratic biases 
are just fi ne with management.  

None of this will change as long 
as liberals continue to dominate 
major media.  

Instead of complaining, which 
changes nothing, Republicans 
should run the equivalent of a 
Tebow option play. They should 
refuse to participate in any more 
dog-and-pony shows designed to 
trip them up. Instead, they should 
create their own panels with an ide-
ological mix of interrogators.  

Invite a couple of “wild card” 
conservative partisans like Rush 
Limbaugh or Sean Hannity to add 
to the journalistic mix. If the “Miss 
America” contest could invite Lim-
baugh as a judge in 2010, why can’t the 
Republican presidential candidates 
invite him, or Hannity, to judge and 
question them? The ratings would be 
huge and the public would get better 
answers to more substantive questions 
than the “gotcha” questions they must 
now endure.  

Perhaps it’s too late for this elec-
tion cycle, but maybe not. All it 
would take is one such event and 
the public will instantly see what 
it’s been missing. After that there 
would likely be no turning back. 

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.      

Time to run a ‘Tebow’ media option play 

Morality and the economy: No separating the two

Cal Thomas

Chuck Colson

These were the types of 
accusatory questions that 
would never be asked of a 
Democratic president. 
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“There are so many great Chris-
tian thinkers out there, and there 
is a lot of good curriculum for kids 
this age who are trying to fi gure out 
who they are and what they want to 
be,” she said. “We want to provide 
them with resources, invite them to 
dialog about what they care about, 
provide opportunities for all these 
great thinkers.”

Proper justice
Avila said she believes one rea-

son why the message of the Occupy 
movement seems so incoherent at 
times is because its followers have 
only been exposed to a limited, 
secular worldview. She said that, 
for instance, much of their focus 
has been on social justice, a topic 
that was also close to the heart of 
the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, 
as found in Isaiah chapter 59. The 
problem, Avila said, is this genera-
tion has not been taught about the 
value of biblical solutions.

“I want (occupiers) to speak, 
then to affi rm them and send them 
in the right direction,” she said. 
“They are enamored with justice 
and diversity. They are going for 
a solution of man, man’s society, 
a government-forced society. The 
solution to a lack of justice in the 
world is the Great Commission.”

While understanding the need 
to educate, Avila said she also un-
derstands that, as a baby boomer, 
she can be viewed suspiciously. As 
a result, she is seeking the expertise 
of another expert: her 23-year-old 
son, Jordan, a recent graduate of 
Biola University. She is leaning on 
Jordan, the ministry’s program di-
rector, and his friends to develop 
the best avenue in presenting their 
peers with the conservative mes-
sage.

“It needs to be youth led so it’s 
sharp young people sharing clear 
thinking with other young people,” 
she said. “The whole point is not 
confronting; it’s listening and dia-
loging.”

As part of the project, they plan 
to incorporate concerts and discus-
sion panels.

“We want to address what the 
kids are thinking about, not telling 
them what they should think, but 
help them to think about it,” Avila 
said. “If we don’t rise up and hear 
what our youth are saying, we are 
going to miss it and we’re going to 
lose them for another 40 years.”

For more information on the proj-
ect, visit www.libertyhouseoc.org. 

PHOTO BY DAVID SHANKBONE

Police evict Occupy Wall Street protesters Nov. 15 to clean the park. The 
movement, which spread across the country and world, has prompted a Garden 
Grove woman to reach out to the Occupiers through her Liberty House programs.

LIBERTY HOUSE…
Continued from page 1

program, six have gone on to start 
their own businesses.

“It’s a place where vulnerable 
youth can come to get some confi -
dence,” she said, adding that they 
offer a variety of community ser-
vice options to help the teens build 
their resumes. 

Funding and training is pro-
vided through the Liberty House 
Boutique, which operates in the 
front of the center, while the 
training classes are held in the 
rear of the building. Liberty 
House’s basic life skills classes 
cover interviewing, how to dress 
for work, family relationships and 
business issues such as how the 
stock market works.

“Along with teaching them how 
to work, we need to teach them 
how to think,” Avila said.

In recent months, however, 
a new population has been oc-
cupying Avila’s thoughts. As 
she’s watched various Occupy 
movements sprout up across the 
country, Avila said she began to 
see similarities with the ’60s coun-

say that something was wrong at 
home,” the educator said. “All they 
wanted was a little peace and little 
love.”

Indignation rises
Four decades later Avila said 

she’s afraid America may be making 
the same mistake by dismissing the 
voices of the Occupy movement.

“There is an indignation among 
our young people,” she said. “They 
want to volunteer to change the 
world through demonstrations, but 
they are not being channeled in 
God’s direction, and they are be-
ing deceived by the wrong kind of 
approach. We need to bring them 
to the true justice, which is God’s 
justice.”

To counter the liberal approach 
and philosophy, Avila and her team 
are planning on tapping into exist-
ing teaching tools by some of the 
best minds in evangelical world-
views, including a 12-week series on 
the U.S. Constitution by the Insti-
tute on the Constitution, Thomas 
Sowell’s “Free Market Economics,” 
Focus on the Family’s “Truth Proj-
ect,” Chuck Colson’s “Do the Right 
Thing!” and Dave Ramsey’s “Finan-
cial Peace.”

terculture movement.
“I really feel we missed it when 

we didn’t listen to the hippies,” she 
said. “I feel God uses the youth to 
speak to our generation, to our cul-
ture.”

The conservative Republican 
said she believes the hippie move-
ment evolved from authentic con-

cerns about the new materialism of 
the 1950s and the empowerment 
women felt in the wake of World 
War II’s Rosie the Riveter cam-
paign. As a result, a whole genera-
tion raised themselves while their 
parents worked to buy all the mod-
ern conveniences.

“The hippies were trying to 

We are your voice 
in the courts.

Advocates for Faith and Freedom 
protects our religious liberty in 
the courts. 

We represent individuals, 
churches, organizations, and 
businesses whose civil liberties 
have come under attack—and 
these cases are increasing 
dramatically.

24910 Las Brisas Road, Suite 110
Murrieta, CA 92562

1-888-588-6888
www.faith-freedom.com

Your prayers and tax-deductible 
contributions are important to us.
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The world doesn’t fit into neat 
compartments, like science, art or 
math. Everything connects and 
meshes together in amazing ways. 
This is the premise behind Concor-
dia’s Core Curriculum.

Concordia University Irvine is 
among a distinctive group of univer-
sities that offer a common, coherent 
core curriculum for all of its students. 
Rather than asking students to cobble 
together a meaningful general educa-
tion experience from a vast array of 
disconnected distribution courses, 
Concordia’s Core is carefully crafted 
so that every student sees the purpose 
of a liberal arts general education and 
grows intellectually, ethically, and 
spiritually.

“The whole reason that we exist 
as a Christian liberal arts institution 
is to pursue the interaction of faith 

A recipe for deep 
thinking at Concordia

Concordia University Irvine 
is among a distinctive group of 
universities that offer a common, 
coherent Core Curriculum for all 
of its students.

and learning,” notes Dr. Tim Preuss,
Dean of Arts and Sciences. “We
want to make it an intentional part 
of the students’ education.”

Concordia’s Core is comprised
of classic liberal arts courses offered
in small, innovative learning com-
munities. Students take Core courses
together in linked pairs: biology with 
theology, mathematics with philoso-
phy, and history with literature. Trans-
fer students take their own unique 
pairing: philosophy with theology. 
Core classes typically have just 25 
students in them and are taught by 
full-time professors.

In the Core, students wrestle 
with life’s foundational questions 
and ideas. Students are challenged
and coached to read great works
closely, think critically and cre-
atively about problems, commu-
nicate ideas effectively, and make
meaningful connections between 
academic disciplines, the Christian 
faith, and life. “We are creating a
shared experience for students,
one that will allow the faculty and
students to interact presuming a
common body of knowledge,” said
Dr Scott Ashmon, Director of the
Core Curriculum.

By developing their knowledge 
and strengthening their intellectual
habits, students prepare themselves
broadly for life. They gain wisdom
and confidence to be citizens who 
can address life’s problems and as-
sume various vocations in service
to society and the church.

To learn more about Concordia’s
distinctive Core Curriculum, visit 
www.cui.edu/Core .
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In your search for the right Christian 
college, Biola University offers just what 
you’re looking for: a national reputation, a 
strong heritage, a commitment to biblically 
centered education and a desire to serve the 
world for Christ.  

Since its founding in downtown Los An-
geles over a century ago, Biola has emerged 
as one of the nation’s premier Christian 
universities, with tens of thousands of 
alumni making a difference around the globe. 
From the start, Biola has been committed 
to equipping men and women in mind and 
character to impact the world for Christ — 
no matter which field they study or career 
they pursue.  

Today, over 6,000 Christian students from 
around the world take part in Biola’s wide 
range of academically rigorous, biblically 
centered programs each year — learning in 
an environment where all students, faculty 
and staff are professing Christians. They leave 
Biola ready to champion a biblical worldview, 
to lead with conviction and courage, and to 
serve the world for Christ. 

At the undergraduate level, the university 
offers 37 majors and 120 emphases, rang-
ing from business to 
nursing to cinema and 
media arts. Biola’s six 
graduate schools offer 
convenient, respected 
master’s and doctoral 
programs in theology, 
psychology, intercul-
tural studies, education, 
business and more.  

E a c h  p r o g r a m , 
whether at the gradu-
ate or undergraduate 
level, is designed to 
prepare you to inte-

grate your faith with your career. Each 
undergraduate student completes 10 Bible 
courses — the equivalent of a minor in bibli-
cal studies. 

For over 20 years, Biola has been clas-
sified by U.S. News & World Report as a 
“national university,” putting it in the same 
category with the nation’s leading and most 
well-respected universities. This year Biola 
was ranked in the highest tier and was des-
ignated one of 17 “up and coming” national 
universities.  

Located on the border of Los Angeles and 
Orange counties in the city of La Mirada, Bio-
la is just a short drive from beautiful beaches, 
world-renowned entertainment venues and 
a wealth of diverse ministry and service op-
portunities. In 2011, Newsweek ranked Biola 
#11 on its list of “Best Weather” colleges.

If you’re interested in our undergradu-
ate program, please consider attending our 
Spring Preview Day on February 19-20. 

Potential graduate students can schedule 
a visit at www.biola.edu/grad/visit. To request 
information or to apply to Biola, visit www. 
biola.edu/makeitmatter/cc or call 1-800-OK-
BIOLA.

Making it matter at Biola

Fall 2011 enrollment at California Bap-
tist University posted the largest one-year 
numerical increase in the institution’s his-
tory, surging past 5,400 students – a nearly 
700 student increase from last year’s 4,715 
students.  “Enrollment is a key indicator of 
institutional achievement,” CBU president 
Ronald L. Ellis said. “This year’s record fi gure 
including the largest single-year increase in-
dicates that the high quality Christ-centered 
education provided at CBU offers signifi cant 
appeal for many students.”

U.S. News & World Report names CBU 
as best regional university for 2012

California Baptist University has been 
recognized among “America’s Best Col-
leges” for the sixth straight 
year in a national ranking 
by U.S. News & World 
Report magazine. CBU tied 
for the 46th position as a 
“Best Regional Univer-
sity,” improving the 48th

place ranking it earned 
last year. Dr. Ronald L. 
Ellis, CBU President, 
said many students 
and their families con-
sider factors that go into 
the rankings to help with 
important decisions about which 
college to attend. “The criteria used in 
these rankings provide a useful snapshot 
about the value of academic programs 
and other aspects of the institutions that 
are featured in the report,” Ellis explained. 
“The continuing advancement by Califor-
nia Baptist University in the U.S. News & 

World Report ranking recognizes the high
quality of education that students receive
and affi rms the commitment to excellence 
embodied in the faculty and staff at CBU.”

CB U establishes new College of 
Architecture, Visual Arts and Design

CBU recently announced the establish-
ment of the College of Architecture, Visual 
Arts and Design. Mark Roberson has been
named as dean of the new academic unit
which will house the university’s popular
Graphic Design and new Architecture pro-
grams. Roberson most recently served as Vice
President/Director of Design with Fender 
Architects in Fort Worth, TX. He brings ex-
tensive experience as a design and project

architect for large commercial 
projects including retail/
service buildings and public 
facilities, as well as churches.

Roberson has held posi-
tions as a visiting professor

at the University of Texas 
at Arlington, a teacher 
with the Modern Art
Museum in Fort Worth, 
Texas and as a visit-

ing lecturer at Ecole des
Ponts, the world’s oldest 

civil engineering school
located in Paris. He earned a bachelor 

and master of architecture degrees from
the University of Southern California, and 
also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Architecture from the University of Texas at
Arlington. He is a registered architect in the
State of California and is LEED certifi ed by 
the American Institute of Architects.

Fall enrollment at California 
Baptist surges past 5,400
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Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry 
College has, in its eventful first 
decade, grown into an influential 
evangelical college attracting high-
caliber Christian students from all 
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic 
programs, exclusive apprenticeships 
in Washington, D.C. and beyond 
and championship debate culture 
prepare leaders for high level service 
in the public square, and led to its 
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a 
recently published book.

Located in Purcellville, Va., less 
than an hour from Washington, 
D.C., Patrick Henry College is 
a classical Christian liberal arts 
college created for students seek-
ing an academically demanding 
education at a school forged from 
America’s founding principles and 
powered by passionate Christian 
discipleship. 

Its unique profile, combining 
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with 
a distinctly Christian worldview, 
has produced graduates who to-
day serve at the highest levels of 
government, business, the legal 
profession, media and academia.

The New Yorker reported in 
2005 that Patrick Henry College 
students held roughly the same 
number of White House intern-
ships as Georgetown, which, for a 
College of roughly 300 students at 
that time, reflected the College’s 
unusually high standing on Capi-
tol Hill. Employers for whom they 
serve agree that PHC students 
excel because of their disciplined 

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.

Many graduates have gone on 
to prestigious graduate schools, 
including Harvard, Yale and Colum-
bia law schools, and presently work 
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI, 
National Geographic, Fox News, 
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchor-
ing its mission to infuse the public 
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists, 
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team 
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has 
won five of the past seven ACMA 
national moot court championships. 

Michael P. Farris, the founder 
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely 
to build an educational institution, 
we wanted to change America. 
Most students who come to PHC 
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”

Reinforcing its mission to im-
pact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core 
curriculums in the country and an 
academic foundation built upon 
the truth found only in Scripture.

To protect itself from govern-
ment regulations and thereby 
safeguard its liberty to teach from 
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its 
operations and facilities are fund-
ed entirely through donations. 

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is 
launching leaders for Christ

Trinity Law School students 
have a unique opportunity to 
change their lives by transforming 
the way they see the world, to im-
pact their communities by actively 
pursuing fairness and justice, and to 
transform the world by seeking and 
defending the good and the true. 
Our students come from diverse 
ethnic, religious, 
and educational 
b a c k g r o u n d s 
which inform and 
influence their 
desires and pas-
sions. Trinity Law 
School  equips 
students to use 
their legal educa-
tion not just as a 
career, but as a 
tool for Christian 
ministry. 

S t u d e n t s 
at Trinity Law 
School are trained 
to recognize, ad-
dress, and resolve 
all kinds of legal 
issues. What sets Trinity apart 
from other law schools, and what 
makes a Christian attorney differ-
ent from all others, is that Trinity 
students and Christian lawyers see 
the world in terms of service, not 
personal gain.  Trinity Law School 
is dedicated to exposing students 
to a wide variety of foreign and do-
mestic organizations in the hopes 
of demonstrating the immense 
need in the world and the ways 
in which they can address those 

needs as attorneys.
The staff and faculty of Trinity 

Law School recognize the many 
ways a law degree can impact 
and empower Christian ministry. 
Because of this, Trinity students 
are actively encouraged to be en-
gaged in the community. For ex-
ample, Trinity students serve the 

residents of the 
Orange County 
Rescue Mission 
not only by ad-
dressing their le-
gal needs, but by 
helping to restore 
dignity and hope 
to those rebuild-
ing their lives. 

At Trinity Law 
School, legal ed-
ucation is about 
more than a good 
career; it is about 
the pursuit of all 
things good and 
true.  Trinity law 
school is dedicated 
to training attor-

neys who will embrace the world’s 
needs equipped with excellent legal 
training and courageous commit-
ment to the truth of the Bible. 

Trinity Law School is part of 
Trinity International University. 
The university is affiliated with 
the Evangelical Free Church of 
America and has campuses in 
Chicago and Deerfield, Illinois; 
Davie, Florida as well as the Law 
School Campus in Santa Ana, 
California.

Law as ministry

Trinity students 
are trained to 
advocate for 
justice, pursue 
the truth, 
and serve the 
Church.
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San Diego Christian College 
graduate vindicates Texas youth

San Diego Christian College 
graduate Matt Krause (‘03) recently 
represented a 14 year old Fort Worth 
ninth grader in an effort to overturn 
his suspension for 
telling another stu-
dent that he believes 
homosexuality is in-
appropriate. Dakota 
Ary was in a Ger-
man language class 
at  Western Hil ls 
High School when 
the topic of homo-
sexuality arose. Da-
kota said to one of 
his classmates, “I’m 
a Christian and, to 
me, being homo-
sexual is wrong.” 

The class topic was religious 
beliefs in Germany. During the dis-
cussion, one student asked what Ger-
mans thought about homosexuality 
in relation to religion. This question 
provoked the conversation about 
Christianity and Dakota’s expression 
of his opinion to one classmate.

The instructor overhearing Da-
kota’s comments wrote him an 
infraction and sent him to the prin-
cipal’s office. Dakota was sentenced 
to one day in-school suspension and 
two days of full suspension. Prior to 
this incident, Dakota had a spotless 
record, was an honor student, volun-
teered at his church and played on the 
school football team.

The discipline referral form sub-
mitted by the instructor stated that 
Dakota’s comment was out of con-
text, even though the lesson for the 

day was on religious beliefs. The 
instructor charged Dakota with “pos-
sible bullying” and indicated, “It is 
wrong to make such a statement in 

public school.” 
Matt called the 

i n c i d e n t  “ m i n d 
blowing” and said 
the  teacher  had 
frequently brought 
homosexuality into 
ninth grade class-
room discussions. 
“There has been 
a history with this 
teacher in the class 
regarding homosex-
ual topics. He told 
the students this is 

happening all over the world and you 
need to accept the fact that homosex-
uality is just part of our culture now.” 

As a result of Matt’s intervention 
on behalf of Dakota and his family, 
the Fort Worth Independent School 
District has issued a letter fully 
vindicating Dakota and retracting 
the suspension. The District’s letter 
apologized for the delay in returning 
Dakota back to the classroom, and 
stated that “Dakota has the right 
to express an opinion in a manner 
consistent with law and policy.” The 
District’s letter will be placed in Da-
kota’s permanent file to further clear 
his record. 

Matt is an attorney with Lib-
erty Counsel (www.lc.org) of Texas, 
a non-profit organization dedicated 
to, “Restoring the culture by advanc-
ing religious freedom, the sanctity of 
human life and the family.” 

2003 SDCC graduate Matt 
Krause is an attorney with 
Liberty Counsel of Texas.

Since its founding in 1902, Point 
Loma Nazarene University has 
produced graduates whose knowl-
edge, work ethic, and compassion 
have made a positive difference in 
the lives of others. As we celebrate 
our 110th year, we take pride in the 
work of our alumni. Whether they 
serve as nurses, teachers, pastors, 
business leaders, or in other fields, 
graduates of PLNU are known 
for bringing fresh thinking and 
high ethical standards into their 
workplaces.

Take Annie Gerhart (’83), an 
emergency room nurse and nurse 
to the San Diego Padres who does 
medical missions around the world 
– or Greg Spencer (’07) of the Para-
digm Project, who founded a social 
enterprise that uses carbon offsets 
to help the global poor. Then there 

is Sarah Reed (’07), who helps
children with autism and other 
disabilities in her moderate/severe
special education class. 

And these are just three of more
than 40,000 PLNU alumni whose
forward thinking, faith, and dedica-
tion are making a difference. Our
alumni found nonprofit organiza-
tions and entrepreneurial ventures,
perform life-saving surgery, counsel 
those in need, author influential 
books, develop new technologies
and inventions, preside over impor-
tant court cases, and so much more. 

As we reflect on our storied his-
tory and the inspirational accom-
plishments of PLNU graduates, we 
also look forward to our next 110 
years – to the work our current and 
future students will do, and are do-
ing, in our community and world. 

110 years of  
forward-thinking
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Doing ministry together
After undergraduate work at the 

University of Colorado, Dan Vander-
warker became involved in Campus 
Crusade. Then he headed west. 

Shannon McGonigal went south 
from Washington to do her un-
dergraduate work at Azusa Pacific 
University. 

Then, in 2006, they both found 
themselves interning in college ministry 
at Emmanuel Faith Community Church 
in Escondido, Calif. It wasn’t long before 
they knew two things: first, they were 
going to get married; and second, they 
were both going to start seminary at 
Bethel Seminary San Diego, Shannon 
in the MFT program and Dan in the 
Master of Divinity (M.Div.).

They began seminary in fall 2007, 
taking many of their classes together, 
and got married their first quarter. But 
it’s not quite what you expect, says 
Dan. “We thought it’d be really fun to 
study and learn together. But we have 
very distinct learning differences,” he 
explains. “I’m much better studying 
at night; Shannon prefers the day. 
And she, of course, gets much better 
grades than I do.”

After a year, however, Shannon 
realized the MFT was not the right fit. 
“I liked my classes, but the thought 
of doing therapy was really stress-
ful,” she explains. “I began praying 
and talking to people who knew me 
really well.” She then switched to the 
M.Div. program with an emphasis on 
pastoral care and counseling, and felt 
much more affirmed in the direction 
of her studies.

Both say one of the biggest ben-
efits of being in a class at the same 
time is the understanding and grace 
afforded each other. “If I have to 

study, even though it’s our day off, 
she totally understands,” says Dan. 

Outside the classroom, they’ve 
been practicing what they’re learning 
together. In summer 2009 they moved 
to Forest Home to be pastors to the 
college-aged students who were on 
the summer staff at the camp. 

 “Camp ministry is unique in that 
it is both very physical and spiri-
tual,” says Dan. “Going into that 
summer with two years at Bethel, 
Forest Home gave us a platform to 
take what we were learning in the 
classroom into real life. We had 
the opportunity to interact with 
families as they were participat-
ing in camp programs and staff as 
they were running them. We even 
had the privilege to start a little 
church service called ‘Church in 
the Woods.’” The service attracted 
both camp staff and locals from the 
surrounding communities.

 “Doing ministry together is where 
we feel most alive,” says Shannon. 
“It’s been a rich experience to be do-
ing it while we’re both in seminary, 
too. What you learn you can apply 
right away–or debunk.”

Now, they’re both at Grace Pres-
byterian Church in Vista where Dan 
is a youth director and Shannon is an 
intern working with adult disciple-
ship. They will graduate in 2012 and 
admit they wonder about future job 
opportunities. “Like everyone else, 
churches are not operating in the 
economic climate,” says Dan. “We’re 
curious if we’ll be able to find two jobs 
in ministry. Each piece of out ministry 
puzzle has been put together as we 
go, though, so we’ll see what God 
has next for us.”

A number of exciting develop-
ments are taking place at Fuller 
Theological Seminary this fall: new 
faculty members, a new provost, a 
new center exploring youth devel-
opment, and a new position focus-
ing on diversity and international 
programs.

New faculty
Fuller has welcomed five new 

professors to its faculty for the 2011-
2012 academic year, each bringing 
a distinguished set of credentials:

Justin Barrett, Professor of 
Psychology and Thrive Chair for 
Applied Developmental Science, 
comes to Fuller from the University 
of Oxford’s Center for Anthropol-
ogy and Mind. He leads Fuller’s 
new Thrive Center for Human 
Development, which will provide 
resources to help young people 
become flourishing adults.

Oliver Crisp, Professor of Sys-
tematic Theology, is from the U.K., 
where he served at the University of 
Bristol as a lecturer and Reader in 
Theology. For Dr. Crisp, “theologi-
cal formation and theological com-
munity are closely intertwined,” 
and he looks forward to furthering 
this kind of community at Fuller.

Hak Joon Lee, Professor of The-
ology and Ethics, comes to Fuller 
from a longtime post at New Bruns-
wick Theological Seminary in New 
Jersey. A widely recognized author-
ity in Reformed Christian ethics and 
Martin Luther King Jr., Dr. Lee was 
attracted to Fuller “for its global 
vision and connections.”

Kyong-Jin Lee, Assistant Profes-

sor of Old Testament Studies, grew 
up in Bolivia and has lived in Israel, 
Europe, and the U.S. as well.  Com-
ing most recently from a teaching 
post at Spring Arbor University 
in Michigan, she brings to Fuller
“a sensitivity to the multicultural 
society in which we live.”

Maria Wong, Assistant Profes-
sor of Clinical Psychology, comes 
from the University of Illinois and 
focuses her research on children’s
social, emotional, and spiritual
development. She hopes to explore 
ways that parents can enhance their 
children’s experience and develop-
ment of spirituality.

A new provost
Fuller began the 2011-2012 aca-

demic year with a new provost: C.
Douglas McConnell, formerly dean 
of the School of Intercultural Stud-
ies. A noted missiologist and skilled 
administrator, Dr. McConnell is 
enthusiastic about building upon
Fuller’s position as a global leader
in theological education. 

A strategic new position
Juan Francisco Martínez has 

been named Associate Provost for
Diversity and International Pro-
grams, a newly created position 
that addresses issues of high prior-
ity to Fuller in its mission to serve
the global church. Dr. Martínez, at 
Fuller since 2001, will also continue
to lead the seminary’s Center for 
the Study of Hispanic Church and 
Community. 

To learn more, visit www.fuller.
edu.

What’s new at Fuller?
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Point Loma Nazarene University
3900 Lomaland Drive
San Diego, CA 92106
1-800-733-7770
www.pointloma.edu 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital 
Christian community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is 
modeled and formed, and service becomes an expression of faith. PLNU offers 
graduate programs in biology, business, education, nursing, and theology, as 
well as a full array of undergraduate programs.

Vision University
1550 E. Elizabeth St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 791-1200
visionuniversityusa@gmail.com

Vision University has sought to fi ll an existing void in the fi eld of theological 
education by addressing the needs of students who require a less traditional 
approach to securing quality instruction at the graduate levels, as well as the 
fl exibility afforded by both night courses and short-term seminar classes, day 
classes and correspondence. Accredited with Transworld Accrediting Commis-
sion International.

(a seminary)

Providence Christian College
1539 E Howard St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
1-866-323-0233
www.providencecc.net

Providence provides a Christian liberal arts education that takes seriously both 
the integration of biblical truth with every academic discipline and the formation 
of faithful, engaged Christians.  Each course is taught from a biblical perspective, 
emphasizing critical thinking, analytical skills, effective communication, and re-
search abilities that prepare graduates to succeed vocationally as well as to serve 
as leaders in their churches, families, and the broader community.

Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa St. 
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8188
www.bethel.edu

Bethel Seminary San Diego: a seminary that develops whole and holy globally-minded 
leaders for God’s service. Offering an opportunity for integration, experience and 
development by providing biblical/theological foundation, transformational leader-
ship and spiritual and personal formation via the MDiv, M.A.T.S., M.A.A.M., M.F.T. 
degrees, our distant learning program in children and family ministry - M.A.C.F.M., 
and our Doctor of Ministry.

San Diego Christian College
2100 Greenfi eld Drive
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-800-676-2242
www.sdcc.edu

Located in beautiful San Diego, could there be a better place to attend college? 
San Diego Christian College was founded in 1970 by Tim LaHaye, co-author 
of the Left Behind series. SDCC offers 15 majors to a student body of 450, 
with a curriculum in the liberal arts that is reinforced with a Christ-centered 
atmosphere. 

California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
1-877-CBU-3615
admissions@calbaptist.edu
www.calbaptist.edu

Founded in 1950 by the California Southern Baptist Convention, CBU offers 90 
undergraduate majors and concentrations, plus an additional 25 graduate majors 
and credentials. The campus offers one of the region’s largest aquatic centers 
and the JoAnn Hawkins Music building is one of the nation’s most advanced 
music production and recording facilities. The university has been named the 
2011 U.S. News & World Report Best Regional College. Southern California Seminary

2075 E. Madison Ave
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-888-389-7244
info@socalsem.edu
www.socalsem.edu

Located in San Diego, SCS is an accredited Seminary offering traditional and 
online programs in Bible, Theology, Counseling, and Psychology. SCS offers eight 
degrees in our undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs: AA and BA in 
Biblical Studies; M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Biblical Studies, Master of 
Divinity (M.Div), Master of Theology (Th.M.), M.A. in Counseling Psychology; 
and Doctorate of Psychology (Psy.D).

Biola University
13800 Biola Ave.
La Mirada, CA 90639
1-800-OK-BIOLA
www.biola.edu

Biola University, a leading private Christian university located in Southern 
California, has remained fi rmly committed to its mission of biblically centered 
education since 1908. With 145 academic programs ranging from the B.A. to the 
Ph.D., Biola offers academic excellence and intentional spiritual development in 
an environment where all students, faculty and staff are professing Christians.

Patrick Henry College 
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132 
1-888-338-1776 
admissions@phc.edu 
www.phc.edu 

Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: educa-
tion for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a 
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering 
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships ce-
ment classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature, 
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Concordia University
1530 Concordia West
Irvine, CA 92612
1-800-229-1200
admission@cui.edu
www.cui.edu

A blend of rigorous studies within a Christian community in the Lutheran tra-
dition makes Concordia University Irvine distinctive. Graduates are prepared 
for the world because they have experienced Concordia’s mission— that each 
student would develop as a wise, honorable and cultivated citizen. BA degrees 
are available in business, education, liberal studies, athletic training and more. 
MA degrees include business, education, coaching, international studies and 
theology. Adult studies include degree completion, education and nursing.

Trinity Law School
2200 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
1-800-922-4748 
www.tls.edu

Trinity Law School prepares students by offering a legal education from a bibli-
cal perspective. It is one of the few evangelical law schools with a focus on the 
integration of law and theology. Accredited by the State Bar of California, it is a 
community of professors, lawyers, and students committed to pursuing justice. 
Programs include the Juris Doctor.

Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91182
1-800-238-5537
admissions@fuller.edu 
www.fuller.edu

Fuller Seminary is one of the largest and most diverse multidenominational 
seminaries in the world, with more than 4,700 students from 60 countries and 
100 denominations. Providing professional and graduate-level education in its 
schools of theology, psychology, and intercultural studies, Fuller is located in 
Pasadena, California, with regional campuses in Northern California, Coastal 
California, Washington, Colorado, Arizona, and Texas.
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for Orange County not listed in this issue.
• Events for LA County, the Inland Empire and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 

Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

FEB 17 • FRIDAY
God’s Not Dead Tour, with Newsboys, 
The City Harmonic, Abandon & Anthem 
Lights. 7pm, Calvary Chapel, Oceanside, 
3715 Oceanic Way, Oceanside, $20-35 
• itickets.com, (760) 754-1234

FEB 17-19 • FRI-SUN
MJAA Yeshua 2012 
Southwest Conference, 
with Paul Wilbur, Ted 
Pearce, Larry Feldman, 
Jonathan Bernis & 
more. Hyatt Regency, 

Irvine • mjaa.org, 1-800-225-MJAA

FEB 18 • SATURDAY
Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship 
Int’l, inspiring testimonies, open to 
public. 2pm, Coco’s Restaurant, 12582 
Valley View St., Garden Grove, no cover 
charge • (714) 943-7942

Big Gospel Musical, with Christ Connec-
tion, We Are Soldiers Gospel Singers & 
more. 5pm, Greater New Foundation 
Fellowship Church, 841 S Main St., 
Pomona • (951) 675-0655

One Spirit, One Voice, One Hope Miracle 
Event. 7pm, Turtle Rock Community 
Park Auditorium, 1 Sunnyhill Dr., Irvine 
• crosswordgroup.com

Apologetics Club meeting, movie & lec-
ture series. 7:30pm, The Logos Building, 
3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa Mesa, 
free • (714) 425-9474

FEB 21-23 • TUE-THU
Sleeping Giant Men’s Ministry Training 
Conference. 29801 Santa Margarita 
Pkwy, Ste. 100, Rancho Santa Margarita, 
$315 • evermanminsitries.com

FEB 22-APR 1
40 Days for Life. Prayer 
& fasting, peaceful vigils 
& community outreach • 
(949) 360-1380, (714) 
963-4753, 40daysforlife.
com/orangecounty 

  FEB 23 • THURSDAY
Newsboys, in concert 
with The City Har-
monic, Abandon & 
Anthem Lights. 7pm, 

The Rock, 295 E Orangethorpe Ave., 
Anaheim • transparentproductions.com

FEB 23-26 • THU-SUN
‘The Woman in Black.’ Thu-Sat 8pm & Sun 
3pm, Theater 21, Biola University, La Mi-
rada, $10 • biola.edu, (562) 903-6000 

FEB 24 • FRIDAY
Newsboys, in con-
cer t with The City 
Harmonic, Abandon 
& Anthem Lights. 
7pm, The Packinghouse, 27165 San 
Bernardino Ave., Redlands • transpar-
entproductions.com

FEB 24-25 • FRI-SAT
Biola Annual SCORR Conference. Biology 
University, La Mirada, $45-60 • (562) 
944-0351 x4540

FEB 24-26 • FRI-SUN
“The Servant of Two Masters,” a farcical 
comedy. Fri-Sat 8pm & Sun 2pm, Lyceum 
Theater, Vanguard University, 55 Fair Dr., 
Costa Mesa, $12-14 • vanguardtickets.
com, (714) 668-6145

FEB 25 • SATURDAY
Foreclosure Prevention Workshop. 7am-
4pm, Calvary Chapel Santa Ana, Santa 
Ana • ochopc.org, (714) 599-1014

Educator Job Fai r. 
Stoneybrooke Chris-
tian Schools, San Juan 
Capistrano. Hosted by 
Network of International 
Christian Schools • 
nics.org

1st Annual Walk for the School Children of 
California, “Fun in the Son.” 9:30am-12pm, 
Victory Baptist Church, 227 N Magnolia 
Ave., Anaheim • careleasedtime.org 

Ken Mansfi eld, speak-
ing, Upper Room Coffee 
House, to be held at The 
Rock at Mount Olives, 
24851 Chrisanta Dr., 
Mission Viejo • 1-888-
679-8228, theupperroompresents.com

FEB 1 • WEDNESDAY
Alpha Course, 10-week course. Wednes-
days 6-8:30pm, Calvary Church of Santa 
Ana, 1010 N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana • 
calvarylife.org

FEB 3 • FRIDAY
“Fireproof,” movie night. 7pm, Son Light 
Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, free • 
(714) 997-8501

FEB 3-4 • FRI-SAT
Real Marriage: The Truth About Sex, 
Friendship & Life Together, with Mark & 
Grace Driscoll. Fri 7-9pm & Sat 9am-12pm, 
Crossroads Christian Church, Corona, $35 
• gotothehub.com

FEB 4 • SATURDAY
Christian Singles: Sweetheart Dinner 
Dance. La Mirada Country Club, La Mi-
rada • christiansinglesfunevents.com, 
(714) 622-4002

Apologetics Club meeting, movie & lec-
ture series. 7:30pm, The Logos Building, 
3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa Mesa, 
free • (714) 425-9474

FEB 5 • SUNDAY
Inspirational & Dynamic Messages to 
help you personally, thru February. 3pm, 
Spires Restaurant, 13030 Goldenwest/
Knott Ave., Westminster, free • (714) 
943-7942

FEB 6 • MONDAY
Dedication Ceremony for Biola’s New 
Center for Christian Thought. 12:30pm, 
Biola University Talbot Building, La Mirada 
, free • cct.biola.edu, (562) 903-6000 
x5590

FEB 9 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn, 
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714) 
761-4012

FEB 10 • FRIDAY
The Annual Big Night ‘O Jazz Concert. 
7pm, Brethren Christian High School, 
21141 Strathmoor Lane, Hunting beach, 
$5-10 • bchs.net, (714) 962-6617

FEB 10-11 • FRI-SAT
The Art of Marriage Conference, with 
Pastor Jeff Biddle. Fri 7-9:30pm & Sat 
9am-4pm, Calvary Worship Center, 1010 
N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana, $60/couple • 
(714) 550-2322

FEB 10-19 
Dialogue of the Carmelites. Fri-Sat 
7:30pm & Sun 3pm, Lansing Auditorium, 
Crowell Hall, Biola University, La Mirada, 
$18 • (562) 903-4892

FEB 11 • SATURDAY
Gaither Home-
coming 2012, 

with Bill Gaither, Gaither Vocal Band, 
Gene McDonald, Charlotte Ritchie, The 
Nelons, The Martins, Gordon Mote & 
Kevin Williams. 6pm, Long Beach Arena, 
Long Beach, $19.50-72.50 • gaither.
com, 1-800-745-3000

FEB 11-12 • SAT-SUN
Lovefest 10: Divine Design, with Chaos 
Theory, Dr. Micah Parker, Pam Stenzel, 
Karen Kropf & Barlowgirl. Sat 9am-8pm 
& Sun 8-10:45am, Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, 512 W Duarte Rd., Arcadia, $25 
• lovefestoslc.com

  The Hoppers, in concert. 5pm, Imman-
uel Baptist Church, 28355 E Baseline, 
Highland, $16-30 • imcconcerts.com, 
1-800-965-9324

FEB 26-27 • SUN-MON
“Answer Conference,” with Dr. Tommy 
Mitchell. Sun 10:30am, 6pm & 7:30pm; 
Mon 6pm & 7:30pm, Hosanna Christian 
Fellowship, 16705 Bellfl ower Blvd., Bell-
fl ower, free • (714) 269-8073

FEB 27-MAR 1 • MON-THU
Children’s Pastor Conference, with Phil 
Vischer, Go Fish, Beth Guckenberger, 
Craig Jutila & more. Town & Country 
Resort & Conference Center, San Diego 
• incm.org, 1-800-324-4543

MAR 1-2 • THU-FRI
Worship Arts Tech Train-
ing Seminars on digital 
audio and video, lighting 
and visual media for 
church services. Vista Assembly of God, 
Vista. Sponsored by the AVDB Group • 
(858) 549-1094, avdb-group.com

MAR 1-4 • THU-SUN
“The Servant of Two Masters,” a farci-
cal comedy. Thu-Sat 8pm & Sun 2pm, 
Lyceum Theater, Vanguard University, 
55 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa, $12-14 • 
vanguardtickets.com, (714) 668-6145

‘The Woman in Black.’ Thu-Sat 8pm & Sun 
3pm, Theater 21, Biola University, La Mi-
rada, $10 • biola.edu, (562) 903-6000 

MAR 2 • FRIDAY
“What If,” movie night. 7pm, Son Light 
Christian Center, 172 N Glassell, free • 
(714) 997-8501

MAR 2-3 • FRU-SAT
Ensure Justice 2012, Standing Together 
to End the Exploitation. 1pm, Vanguard 
University, 55 Fair Dr., Costa Mesa • 
(714) 966-6361

MAR 2-4 • FRI-SUN
“Time for Two” Couple’s Weekend. Irvine 
Marriott. Hosted by American Family Liv-
ing • (714) 637-7900

MAR 3 • SATURDAY
Apologetics Club meeting, movie & lec-
ture series. 7:30pm, The Logos Building, 
3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa Mesa, 
free • (714) 425-9474

MAR 8 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connec-
tion Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn, 
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714) 
761-4012

9th Annual Faith & 
Business Forum, 
with Bradley D. 
Kinstler. 11:30am-
1:30pm, Hilton Costa Mesa, $55/
person. Hosted by Concordia University 
• cui.edu/forum, (949) 214-3198

The Rock & Worship Road Show, with 
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North, Hawk 
Nelson & more. 7:30pm, Citizens 
Business Bank Arena, Ontario $10 • 
therockandworshiproadshow.com

MAR 8-10 • THU-SAT
‘The Woman in Black.’ 8pm, Theater 21, 
Biola University, La Mirada, $10 • biola.
edu, (562) 903-6000 

MAR 9 • FRIDAY
Gungor, in concert. 8pm, The Galaxy, 
3503 S Harbor Blvd., Santa Ana • 
transparentproductions.com

MAR 10 • SATURDAY
65th Anniversary Speaker Series, with Dr. 
Martin Rindahl. 7pm, Brethren Christian 
High School, 21141 Strathmoor Lane, 
Huntington Beach, free • bchs.net

MAR 11 • SUNDAY
Fernando Ortega, in concert 6:30pm, Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 8281 Garfi eld Ave., 
Huntington Beach, $10-20 • cbchb.org

MAR 15 • THURSDAY
Aglow Int’l Mission Viejo Lighthouse 
Luncheon. Casta Del Sol Golf Course 
Restaurant, 27601 Casta Del Sol Rd., 
Mission Viejo, $14 • (949) 387-5333

TheCRY Hollywood, 2-10pm Gibson 
Amphitheater, Universal City • 
thecryhollywood.com

MAR 16 • FRIDAY
Red & Thousand Foot Krutch, in 
concert. The Packinghouse, Redlands 
• transparentproductions.com

MAR 17 • SATURDAY
“it’s A Green Thing!” 6pm, Brethren 
Christian High School, 21141 Strathmoor 
Lane, Hunting beach, $5-10 • bchs.net, 
(714) 962-6617

Apologetics Club meeting, movie & lec-
ture series. 7:30pm, The Logos Building, 
3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa Mesa, 
free • (714) 425-9474

  Bob Bennett, acoustic folk evening, Up-
per Room Coffee House, to be held at The 
Rock at Mount Olives, 24851 Chrisanta 
Dr., Mission Viejo • 1-888-679-8228, 
theupperroompresents.com

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
Needtobreathe, in concert with Ben Rec-
tor. Club Nokia, 800 W Olympic Blvd., Los 
Angeles • transparentproductions.com

MAR 23-24 • FRI-SAT
Israel, the Church, and the Middle East 
Crisis Conference. Biola University, La 
Mirada • chosenpeople.com

MAR 24 • SATURDAY
Booth Brothers, Sunny Southwest 2012 
Tour. 5pm, College Ave. Baptist Church, 
4747 College Ave., San Diego. $16-$30 
• imcconcerts.com, 1-800-965-9324

APR 6 • FRIDAY
“The Passion of Christ,” movie night. 
7pm, Son Light Christian Center, 172 N 
Glassell, free • (714) 997-8501

APR 12-14 • THU-SAT
Joyce Meyer Conference 2012, with 
Matt Redman and Christy Nockels. Vie-
jas Arena at SDSU, San Diego • (619) 
594-0234

APR 14 • SATURDAY
Third Day, in 
concert. Cal-
vary Church, 
Santa Ana • transparentproductions.
com, (714) 545-8900

APR 20 • FRIDAY
Third Day, 
in concer t. 
Crossroads 

Church, Corona • transparentproduc-
tions.com, (714) 545-8900

MAY 25-27 • FRI-SUN
Spirit West Coast, San Diego. Featured 
artists: TobyMac, MercyMe, Tenth Avenue 
North, Family Force 5. Also Matthew West, 
The Afters, Chris August, Love Song. 
Speaker: Nick Vujicic. Many more. Del Mar 
Fairgrounds • spiritwestcoast.org 

FEB 25 • SATURDAY (cont.)
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Church to host 
workshop on prevention 
of foreclosure

SANTA ANA — Calvary Church 
Santa Ana will present a Foreclo-
sure Prevention Workshop from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb. 25.

A similar event last year drew 500 
people.

Designed to help homeowners 
facing mortgage payment chal-
lenges, the workshop will provide 
opportunities for home owners to 
talk one-on-one with lenders and a 
HUD-approved housing counselor. 

Attendees will also be able to 
fi nd out if they qualify for the Fed-
eral Making Home Affordable Pro-
gram, the Keep Your Home Califor-
nia Program or other options from 
lenders.

Reservations and early arrival 
are suggested. Reservations may be 
placed by sending an email to Con-
nie Der Torossian at ConnieDT@
housingcollaborative.org, visiting 
www.ochopc.org or calling (714) 
599-1014.

‘40 Days for Life’ 
targets Orange clinic

ORANGE — Orange County’s 
pro-life community will partici-
pate in another round of 40 Days 
for Life, a focused campaign that 
has already mobilized more than 
400,000 people worldwide, saved 
more than 3,500 lives from abor-
tion, led to the conversion of 43 
abortion workers, and seen nine 
abortion facilities close.

The Orange County effort will 
run from Feb. 22 to April 1, which 
coincides with Lent. The event 
involves three distinct elements, 

Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285 
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive 
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound

World Renowned Apostolic Boys, a 
local mime group, will perform at 
Reach Community Church on Feb. 18 
as part of Black History Month.

including prayer and fasting, host-
ing peaceful vigils and community 
outreach.

Regular prayer vigils are slated for 
the Planned Parenthood facility at 700 
S. Tustin in the city of Orange.

For more information on other 
events, visit www.40daysforlife.
com/orangecounty or call (949) 
360-1380 or (714) 963-4753.

Faith & Business Forum 
to feature See’s CEO

IRVINE — Bradley D. Kinstler, 
president and CEO of See’s Candies, 
Inc., will be the keynote speaker for 
Concordia University Irvine’s ninth 
annual Faith & Business Forum. 

Kinstler’s topic will be “Quality 
without Compromise.” Headquartered 
in San Francisco, See’s is owned by 
Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway 
Group and has more than 200 retail 
locations worldwide.

Concordia University hosts the 
annual Faith & Business Forum to 
offer opportunities for business 
professionals and students to hear 
about ways to integrate their faith 
and their work. 

According to the organizers, the 
annual forum is an extension of the 
work the university is doing for students 
by providing programs and events 
that highlight best business practices 
and biblical insights, which can be 
embraced by those engaged in the 
business marketplace. 

The goal, they said, is to show 
how Christians have an important 
role in being dedicated representa-
tives of their Christian faith in the 
offi ce and boardroom. 

From a biblical perspective, the Faith 
& Business Forum aims to inspire at-
tendees to put God fi rst and live their 

faith in a manner that makes them 
excellent workers and leaders.  

This year’s title sponsor is Philip 
L. Liberatore, CPA.

For more information, visit www.
centerforfaithandbusiness.com.

Seminar for Worship 
Arts tech personnel

VISTA — Vista Assembly of God 
will be the host site for the Worship 
Arts Tech Training Seminars which 
will take place March 1 and 2.

Sponsored by the AVDB Group, 
the two-day conference will cover 
a wide variety of subjects regarding 
digital audio and video, lighting 
and visual media. 

Some of the topics include digi-
tal mixing, digital audio recording, 
wireless mic technologies for wor-
ship services, sound design and sys-
tem tuning, computer-video inter-
faces, control systems, projection 
and visual media production.

The AVDB Group is a leading 
“design and build” audio, video and 
control (AVC) company that seeks 
to help churches use all aspects of 
media in their worship services.

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Eric Evans at (858) 549-
1094 or eevans@avdb-group.com.

Church hosts Black 
History month events

LAKE FOREST — Reach Commu-
nity Church is sponsoring a month-long 
celebration of Black History Month 
with events at 6:30 p.m. every Saturday 
during the month of February.  

The Feb. 11 event will feature a 
presentation of the “Drum Major 
Instinct,” an unheard speech of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The following week the Hip Hop 
Generation youth will share their 
worship style, which includes a pre-
sentation from The Spoken Word 
Ministry, with Leve Ross V, Shynell 
Blanson, and Candace Nicholas-
Lippman, students from the Inter-
Varsity Christian Group at Califor-
nia State University, Los Angeles. 
In addition, Authentic People and 
World Renowned Apostolic Boys, a 
local mime group, will perform. 

The celebration concludes Feb. 
25 with a program called “Connect-
ing with Historical Black Colleges/
Universities.”Black fraternities and 
sororities from local colleges and 
universities will participate in a 
panel discussion regarding their 
purpose and community services. 

The church is located at 22600 
Lambert, Bldg. D, Suite 1006.

For more information, visit www.
reachcommunitychurch.com or 
call (949) 597-0700.

Conference to explore 
female exploitation

COSTA MESA — The Global 
Center for Women and Justice will 
host “Ensure Justice 2012: Standing 
Together to End the Exploitation 

of Girls,” a two-day conference, be-
ginning March 2 at Vanguard Uni-
versity.

The conference will bring to-
gether frontline leaders from 
across the country, including law 
enforcement offi cers, doctors, 
nurses, social workers, educators 
and community faith leaders, who 
will share their experiences and 
expertise. Speakers will include Las 
Vegas Juvenile Justice William Voy 
and Orange County Juvenile Justice 
Douglas Hatchimonji.

A major focus of the event will 
be exploring “Standing Together 
to End the Exploitation of Girls,” a 
strategic plan to proclaim dignity, 
train advocates and educate com-
munities to respond to commer-
cial sexual exploitation of girls and 
young women. 

For more information, call (714) 
966-6361.

Alpha Course to start
SANTA ANA — Calvary Church 

of Santa Ana will host a 10-week 
Alpha course where people can 
explore some of life’s big ques-
tions over a relaxed time of dinner, 
learning and group discussion.

The sessions, billed as non-threat-
ening and non-judgmental, will be 
held from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
days from Feb. 1 to April 25.

The Alpha course is for anyone 
with questions about how, where 
and if God fi ts into this life. It is 
perfect for people wanting to know 
who Jesus is and why He is so im-
portant. It’s also a good vehicle for 
followers who still have some big 
and basic questions. 

Free childcare will be provided.
For more information, contact 

Lois Chandler at (714) 550-2312.
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DENIED DISABILITY?
Social Security Disability and SSI

Joseph F. Massa, J.D.
Social Security Disability Advocate

Helping obtain Social Security disability benefi ts 
for claimants throughout Southern California

Learn how you can help save lives here in Orange County.

During this Season of Lent, thousands of people coast to coast will 
participate in 40 Days for Life — a life saving event. 

Prayer and Fasting: Believers throughout the OC are invited to join 
together for 40 days of fervent prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.
Peaceful Vigils: Stand for life during a 40-day peaceful public witness 
outside a local abortion facility: Planned Parenthood, 700 S. Tustin, Orange.

Community Outreach: Get your church involved in saving lives and help 
take a positive, upbeat pro-life message to every corner of Orange County 
through media efforts, advocacy, and public visibility.

For information, call (949) 360-1380 or (714) 963-4753
preservinglife2@gmail.com or prolife@crusadeforlife.org

www.40daysforlife.com/orangecounty

THIS SPRING our community is 
uniting with hundreds of other cities 
around the world for the largest 
and longest coordinated pro-life 
mobilization in history: the 40 Days 
for Life campaign. Recognizing that 
“with God all things are possible,” 
people of faith are praying that this 
effort will help bring an end to the 
tragedy of abortion.

40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life 
campaign that has already mobilized 
over 400,000 people worldwide, saved 
more than 3,500 lives from abortion, 
led to the conversion of 43 abortion 
workers, and seen nine abortion 
facilities close. 

February 22 
to April 1

Gaither Homecoming 
Tour coming to SoCal

LONG BEACH — Multi-Grammy 
winning songwriter Bill Gaither will 
appear with his all-star Gaither Vo-
cal Band at the Long Beach Arena, 
on Saturday, Feb. 11.

Gaither, along with his wife Glo-
ria, has penned more than 700 gos-
pel songs including “He Touched 
Me,” “Because He Lives,” and “The 
King is Coming.”

The Gaither Gospel “Homecom-
ing” video series, featuring many 
of the top Southern Gospel singers 
and groups, has seen nearly 20 mil-
lion copies sold over the past two 
decades.

Since 1996 the Homecoming 
Tour, featuring singers from the 
videos, has been one of the leading 
concert tours crossing all genres of 
music.

The Gaither Vocal Band features 
Gaither along with comedian Mark 

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO — 
Christian teachers seeking an 
opportunity to work overseas are 
invited to attend the seventh an-
nual Network of International 
Christian Schools’ Educator Job 
Fair, set for Feb. 25 at Stoney-
brooke Christian Schools.

Many of the network’s mem-
ber schools will have offi cials, 
including campus directors, on 
site. The annual event offers 
potential teaching candidates 
an opportunity to see a wider 
view of what is happening glob-
ally through the group’s member 
schools. The ministry is looking 
for teachers who have a passion 
not only for students but also the 
subjects they teach.

One-on-one interaction is 
also available during breaks and 
lunch.

Those who register in advance 
and meet the networking associa-
tions’ qualifi cations may also in-
terview during the job fair.

Positions are available for new 
and veteran teachers. Applicants 

must have or be working toward 
a state teaching certifi cation.

All network teachers repre-
sent a Christian worldview at the 
schools they teach. 

The Network of International 
Christian Schools is a mission 
agency whose purpose is to reach 
the world for Christ through in-
ternational Christian education, 
It was founded in 1983 with the 
construction of a school for mis-
sionary children living in Korea. 

The ministry now has more 
than 4,500 children enrolled in 
19 English-speaking schools in 
15 countries, including Indone-
sia, Singapore, China and Japan. 
Presently NICS has 20 schools 
in Korea, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Brazil, Peru, Suriname, Japan, 
China, Kenya, Ghana, Turkey, 
Central Asia, Bolivia and Venezu-
ela. 

The school is located at 26300 
Via Escolar.

For more information, visit 
www.nics.org.

Global Christian school network 
to hold job fair to seek teachers

Lowry, Michael English, David 
Phelps and Wes Hampton. 

Also appearing in Long Beach 
will be The Martins and The 
Nelons, Gene McDonald, Charlotte 
Ritchie, Kevin Williams and pianist 
Gordon Mote.

Tickets for the 6:00 p.m. con-
cert start at $19.50 and can be pur-
chased at the Long Beach Box Of-
fi ce, online at www.gaither.com, or 
by phone at 1-800-745-3000.

‘Genesis’ conference 
in Bellfl ower

BELLFLOWER — Hosanna 
Christian Fellowship is hosting 
“Answers Conference,” a two-day 
conference put on by Answers In 
Genesis on Feb. 26 and 27.

Topics for the free conference, 
the only one scheduled in South-
ern California, will include evolu-
tion, Noah’s Ark and the fl ood, 
dinosaurs, the Bible and the age of 
the earth. 

Sunday’s sessions will be at 10:30 
a.m., 6:30 and 8 p.m., and Mon-
day’s talks will be 6:30 and 8 p.m.

The conference will feature Dr. 
Tommy Mitchell. 

The church is located at 16705 
Bellfl ower Blvd. 

For more information, visit www.
hosannachapel.org or call (562) 
925-5093.

Tickets on sale for 
Spirit West Coast

DEL MAR — Spirit West Coast is 
returning to the Del Mar Fairgrounds 
May 25 to 27 after a one-year hiatus.

Early confi rmations for the mu-
sic festival include TobyMac, Mer-
cyMe, Tenth Avenue North and 
Family Force 5. Additional Main 
Stage artists include top radio hit 

maker Matthew West, The Afters, 
current Dove Award winner for 
Male Artist of the Year Chris August 
and legendary Jesus Music era band 
Love Song. 

Others slated to appear include 
Firefl ight, Seventh Day Slumber, 
Disciple, Manafest and The City 
Harmonic, Press Play, Abandon, 
Dominic Balli, Peter Furler, Britt 
Nicole and Manic Drive.

Festival producer Jon Robber-

son is still adding acts, so more an-
nouncements are expected.

The featured speaker for the 
3-day event will be Nick Vujicic, who 
spoke in 2009, and was described by 
Robberson as “probably the most 
effective evangelistic speaker in the 
history of SWC.”

Comedians Bob Smiley and Ste-
phen B. will also take the stage. 

Tickets are on sale at spiritwest-
coast.org.

By Lori Arnold

NEWPORT BEACH — Donald 
“Bud” Hittenberger, a long-time 
delivery driver for the Christian 
Examiner, died peacefully Dec. 14, 
2011 at his Newport Beach home. 
He was 73.

The father of three, who died 
while resting in his recliner, had 
been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.

For 21 years Hittenberger and 
his wife, Betty, delivered the Chris-
tian Examiner to churches and 
Christian businesses throughout 
Anaheim and Garden Grove until 
their retirement last summer.

In a June 2011 article about 
their retirement in the Orange 
County edition of the Christian Ex-
aminer, Betty told reporter Carol 
Thomas Karaszewski that they 
took the delivery job—which paid 
$100 a month—because Bud was 
out of work at the time. As part of 

their monthly delivery ritual, Betty 
prayed over every pastor and con-
gregation receiving the newspaper.

The Hittenberger’s infl uence 
on the paper has extended even 
beyond their offi cial service. It was 
Betty Hittenberger who encour-
aged publishers Lamar and The-
resa Keener to include a plan of 
salvation inside the newspaper.

“I feel so much better about dis-
tributing each issue now that the 
way of salvation is presented and it’s 
not just the news,” she said in the 
article. “I even clip it out and send 
it in when I pay my bills or make a 
donation to someone.”

The couple met in the fall of 
1957 while attending what was then 
called Southern California College, 
now known as Vanguard University. 
For their 50th wedding anniversary 
last year they renewed their vows 
at the campus chapel where the 
groom surprised his bride with a 
new wedding ring.

At the time of his retirement last 
year, he had worked as a legal cou-
rier for two decades.

The couple attended Shuvah Yis-
real, a Messianic congregation in Ir-
vine. His hobbies included singing 
in quartets and choirs, coaching his 
sons’ baseball teams, baking and 
sampling cookies with his grand-
children.

In addition to Betty, Hittenberg-
er is survived by his sons Ty, Tad 
and Tim, fi ve grandchildren, his 
brother Ronald and several nieces 
and nephews.

The family suggests donations 
be made in Hittenberger’s name to 
Vanguard University’s scholarship 
fund for needy students.

To read the Christian Examiner 
article on their retirement go to 
www.christianexaminer.com, click 
on the E-editions link and look for the 
June 2011 Orange County edition. 
Click that link and go to page 6.

Long-time Christian Examiner deliveryman passes away

BELLFLOWER — The “180” 
movie, a documentary style video 
that explores the issue of abortion 
in the context of the Holocaust 
has had more than 2.13 million 
hits since it release.

Evangelist Ray Comfort created 
the 33-minute video which devel-
oped out of interviews he was do-
ing on the Holocaust. One of the 
conversations spontaneously led 
to abortion, which prompted the 
fi lmmaker to change the focus of 
the video. While several of those 
interviewed became defensive 
at Comfort’s questions eight 
pro-choice advocates appeared 
to have changed their stand on 

abortion.
“To date, 26 Christian television 

networks have requested permis-
sion to air it, and it’s also now in 
25 languages,” said Ray Comfort, 
the producer of the fi lm. 

Comfort said he is hoping 
the movie will be a discussion 
piece for this year’s presidential 
election.

“There is a groundswell of 
people who are seeing that 
America cannot kill more than 
50 million human beings in the 
womb and expect God’s smile,” 
he said. “‘180’ has the power to 
change minds about abortion, 
and therefore the way people 

vote. Viewers come away saying 
that they would never vote for 
anyone who advocates the kill-
ing of a baby in the womb, no 
matter how promising their fi scal 
policies.”

Comfort’s ministry has already 
given away more than 220,000 
DVDs and plans this year to swell 
that number into the millions. 
The producer is urging the 
public to send the video, free 
online, to friends using social 
media. DVDs are available for $1 
at heartchanger.com.

For more information, visit www.
facebook.com/180moviecom.

Groundswell over ‘180’ abortion video continues
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CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

ANAHEIM School site available for 
immediate rental. Exclusive use of classrooms 
and office space. Additional shared classrooms 
and auditorium with 300 seats. 

NORWALK Sunday afternoon church 
worship with seating for 400, with 
classroom, kitchen and gymnasium.

LONG BEACH church sanctuary with 
seating for 300 with fellowship hall/
gymnasium, kitchen.  

ANAHEIM School/Church site Seating 
for 300 available for Sunday mornings and/
or afternoons. Multiple classrooms available 
weekdays. 

HARBOR CITY approved preschool/
daycare with play yard, kitchen and 
fellowship hall also available for Sunday 
afternoon sanctuary and weekdays.

CORONA Church site available for Sunday 
& weeknight usage. Sanctuary seats 200+.

Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246. 

Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).
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Law Offices of
Donald A. Ellison

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

1-800-533-7707
EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION
Reasonable fees • Call to inquire

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgfinney.com

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYS

Mobile DJ & Entertainment SVC
ALL STYLES of
CHRISTIAN MUSIC
for ANY OCCASION
(951) 522-6843

E X A L T A T I O N S

Beautiful 

CHURCH SPACE
available in Anaheim

Seats 150

(714) 402-4770
(714) 729-3213

CHURCHES FOR RENT

Churches/Schools Wanted to Buy
We have buyers looking for churches: Lomita South Bay area, 15,000+sf on 1+ ac; 
South Central school, 10,000sf 2+ ac; SF Valley, 500+ seats; Pasadena school & 
church, 5 acres; Norwalk; 250 seats 6000+sf; Burbank school, 10,000sf; Pomona 
school, 2 acres+; Orange County, 200 seats, 300 seats, 500 seats.

Churches Wanted to Rent
Looking for churches to rent: San Bernardino, 200 seats; Chino Hills, 100+ seats; 
Pasadena, 100 seats; Orange Co., 150 seats.

Churches For Sale
Redlands, $950,000; Fontana, $5,600,000; more coming on the market in Redondo 
Beach, Venice, San Bernardino, Santa Ana, Covina.

Churches For Rent
3960 Gilman St., Long Beach, 500 seats; 846 El Segundo, LA, 532 seats. Both have 
negotiable space, terms, dates.

Raphael Realty Church Specialists

FOR SALE
Auto and Transmission Repair Shop for sale. 
Christian owner, retired. 20 years in Orange County. 
(714) 675-8271.

ROOM  S FOR RENT
La M      irada: Room/balcony, large house, laundry, cable, 
near Biola, quiet neighborhood, male. $395.00/mo. 
Scott (562) 458-8175, goldenrule3_99@yahoo.com.

Lake Forest, house privileges, near IVC, SBC. Utili-
ties included. No smoking, alcohol, illegal drugs, 
pets. Nice home, furnished room. $700. (949) 
235-2274, prefer female.

ADVERTISING
List your business for  Free on www.
OrangeCountyResourceGuide.com or upgrade to 
1-page profi le for $29/quarter. Use coupon code 
“CE12” to add 3 free months. (949) 481-0600.

Attract new residents  to your business. Participate 
in the offi cial welcome package. We specialize in 
the valuable newcomer market in south OC. www.
WelcomeExpress.com, (949) 481-0600.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea + 
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons 
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups, 
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties, 
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and 
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofi deas.com, 
www.acupofi deas.net, (412) 264-4410. 

Tired of the same old fundraisers? Offer a new Lindt 
Chocolate RSVP party. Fun, easy and profi table. 
Call (949) 916-4436.

ATTORNEYS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Love chocolate? Need money? Lindt Chocolate 
RSVP is seeking motivated individuals to join 
our family of Ind. Consultants work around your 
schedule. Call (949) 916-4436.

CAREGIVER
Looking for experienced live-in caregiver for elderly 
Christian lady in Costa Mesa. Includes room & board 
plus salary. Call Mayda (949) 735-7977.

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Riverside/Rubidoux – 120 max, 6 classrooms, 
kitchen. $349,000. Agent Dolly, Lic. #01391685, 
(951) 323-3888.

Corona, CA. Beautiful church with school and day-
care for sale. Features two sanctuaries, one seats 
approximately 550 and the other 200. Fellowship 
hall, kitchen, and many classrooms formerly used 
as a K-12. Daycare/preschool is in full operation. 
Several playgrounds, ball court and picnic area on 
site. 24,936 SF of building on 3.74 acres with an 
incredible view of the Inland Empire Valley. Plenty of 
room to add additional buildings. Plenty of parking 
and room for a regulation size ball fi eld. Leases for 
three cellular phone companies bring in a monthly 
income. Recent appraisal at $3,868,000. Call (909) 
987-9436 or (951) 313-7972. Harold E. Miller – 
Broker. Churchbroker@yahoo.com. California DRE 
License No 00403837.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches  Wanted: For sale or lease – any 
city in Southern California, Buyers available for 
most areas. Thinking to relocate, call a church 
specialist,  member of National and California 
Association of Realtors. Need a free  Market 
Analysis, call Western Brokerage at 909-822-2923 
or Henry at  951-529-2330, DRE# 00761467. Email 
Henry@westernbrokerageco.com visit us at www.
westernbrokerageco.com

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Pool  , Jacuzzi, small exercise room. Furnished room, 
private bath. $500.00 + 1/2 Utilities. Female only 
- Newport Beach (949) 322-4579.

SERVICES
Wedd  ing Memories Video Productions. “Captured 
Moments, A Lifetime Treasure.” Edited packages 
from $600. Three camcorder ceremony coverage. 
Wireless mics. Free demo at your residence. (951) 
756-0705, www.weddingmemoriesvideography.com.

One man and a truck for hire. $35 per hour. Moving, 
delivery, hauling, towing. (949) 573-8883.

Pamp  ered cat care provided by Helen. Call (562) 
438-0666.

Need a videographer for your wedding and other 
special events? Go to our website www.storysvid-
eographerservices.com or call (714) 322-3372.

Proofreading/copy editing for $25/hour. Call 
(562) 438-0666.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to 
live, we still fall miserably short of 
being a good person. That is because 
we are all sinners. We all fall short 
of God’s desire for us to be holy. 
The Bible says, “There is no one 
righteous—not even one” (Romans 
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot 
become who we are supposed to be 
without Jesus Christ.

Recognize that Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 
NIV). This is the Good News, that 
God loves us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die in our place 
when we least deserved it.

Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn 
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word 
repent means to change our direction 
in life. Instead of running from God, 
we can run toward Him.

Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely 
believing some creed or going to 
church. It is having Christ Himself 

take residence in your life and heart. 
“If you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 
10:9 NIV).

If you would like to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, simply pray 
this prayer with complete sincerity.

Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner. I believe you died for my sins 
and rose again. Right now, I turn 
from my sins and open the door of 
my heart and life. I confess you as 
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank 
you for saving me. Amen.

If you just prayed that prayer and 
meant it, Jesus Christ has now 
taken residence in your heart! Your 
decision to follow Christ means God 
has forgiven you and that you will 
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible 
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).

To put your faith in action, be sure 
to spend time with God by reading 
your Bible, praying, getting involved 
in a Bible-preaching church, and 
telling others about Christ.

ROOM  S FOR RENT
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