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Yuletide miracle
Christmas fiction brings non-fiction joy
as homeless man reunited with family
By Lori Arnold

S

outhern California author Kathi Macias uses a
novel approach to highlight such societal issues as the
persecuted church, human
trafficking and homelessness
by incorporating those themes
in her fictional works.
Her newest release, “Unexpected Christmas Hero” inadvertently crossed into the
non-fictional realm after it
became its own unexpected
story when the book’s cover
photograph of a homeless
man helped to reunite the
North Carolina transient
with his estranged family.
“There is just no way it
could have happened without God,” said Macias, a resident of the small Riverside
community of Homeland. “It Willard Parker, a homeless man from
just could have never come Asheville, N.C., has reconnected with
his family after someone recognized him
together.”
Macias, who has ties to from the cover of Kathi Macias’ new book,
“Unexpected Christmas Hero.”
San Diego’s Christian writshe decided to address the issue
ers community and has
served on the faculty of the an- of homelessness because of her
nual Christian Writer’s Guild fall earlier experience in the ministry
conference, specializes in a genre and after more recently befriendher publisher has labeled “fiction ing a young homeless couple.
“I would always stop to talk to
with a mission.” The mother of
six, with 17 grandchildren and them and sometimes bring them
four great grandchildren, said lunch or something, and I always

prayed with them,” the writer said. “One time I laid my
hand on the young woman’s
shoulder to start to pray and
she started crying. She said,
‘You know, it’s wonderful
when people stop and pray
with us, but almost nobody
wants to touch us—and I understand that because we’re
dirty—but you don’t know
how much it means to me
that someone can look past
that and care enough to put
their arm around us or lay
hands on our shoulder and
pray with us.’”
Macias said she was also
urged to pursue the topic
by a family member who was
briefly homeless.
“He really challenged me
to do it,” Macias, the author
of 40 books, said of her relative. “He said, ‘I think you
should really consider putting a face on the homeless
and helping the church to
really understand what they
deal with so the church can
be more effective in ministry.’
I thought that was really a challenge I couldn’t pass up.”
Macias began work on the project
about a year before its October reSee MIRACLE, page 3
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Frank Pastore dies
after 4-week coma
Popular talk show
host hypothesized
motorcycle crash
hours before it
actually happened
By Lori Arnold
GLENDALE — Los Angeles
Christian radio talk show host
Frank Pastore died Dec. 17 of injuries suffered in a freeway motorcycle accident he had—with a twist
of tragic irony—hypothesized on
the air just hours before the Nov.
19 accident.
Pastore had never regained consciousness, remaining in a coma for
four weeks before his death. He was
55.
A former professional baseball
pitcher, Pastore had been the afternoon drive-time host of Salem
Communications’ radio station
KKLA 99.5 FM since 2004. His passion for apologetics, faith and reason were always at the heart of his
afternoon radio show, as was the
case on Nov. 19 when he used the
hypothetical scenario of his own
freeway crash as the backdrop for a
discussion on life after death.
“I mean, look, you guys know I
ride a motorcycle, right?” Pastore
said during the show. “So at any moment, especially the idiot people
who cross the diamond lane into
my lane without any blinkers—not

Talk radio show host Frank Pastore
was an atheist before becoming a
Christian.

that I’m angry about it—but at any
minute I could be spread all over
the 210, but that’s not me, that’s my
body parts …”
Just a few hours later, while heading home to Upland in the carpool
lane on the 210 Freeway, another
driver lost control of her Hyundai
Sonata, colliding with Pastore’s
Honda V Star. Ejected from the
bike, he was found unconscious
on the pavement. The conservative talk show host was air lifted to
Los Angeles County USC Medical
Center with critical head injuries.
In addition to his severe brain injuries, Pastore also suffered several
broken bones. The driver of the Sonata was not injured.
A chilling prediction
In the days after the crash, Pastore’s last—and prophetic—broadSee PASTORE, page 9

Filmmakers explore
‘Jesus Movement’
through eyes of
Calvary founder
By Lori Arnold
COSTA MESA — Having missed
the action of the Jesus Movement—an
anointed era where hippies-turnedChristians changed the culture through
the Word and music—filmmakers
Jurgen and Stacey Peretzki wanted to
capture the real story on film.
The result is “What God Has
Wrought,” a 105-minute documentary
that took home honors in its division at
the San Diego Christian Film Festival.
“This is not our era at all, but we
thought it was really super interesting
to tell,” Jurgen said. “It’s a story that
needed to be told, even for this generation, because it’s very inspirational and

very motivational for people.”
The documentary centers on the
musical journey that, decades later,
has impacted the worship style of
most Christian denominations in the
United States.
“We talk a lot about the bands
because modern-day contemporary
Christian music came out of this,” Jurgen said. “A lot of things that people
like us, the younger generation, take
for granted now all came out of that
hippie ‘Jesus Movement.’ The way
people dress in church, contemporary
Christian music, the way people worship in church. They didn’t have guitars
See DOCUMENTARY, page 2

Pastor Chuck Smith interacts with the crowd during a worship service at the beach. In addition to the beach ministry, the
documentary also explores the church’s role in developing contemporary Christian music.
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DOCUMENTARY…
Continued from page 1
and rock bands back then, and now it’s
kind of the norm.
“Back then it was revolutionary.
That’s why I think it’s so interesting
for the generation now to know where
did this all come from and get inspired
by it.”
The common thread throughout the
story is Chuck Smith, founder of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, which helped
to birth more than 1,500 churches in
the United States and abroad.
“He has so much wisdom,” Jurgen
said of Smith who is now 85 and still
in full-time ministry at his church.
“We learn about the whole movement
through him telling his life’s story. It’s
pretty comprehensive.”
The Peretzkis took three years to produce the documentary, interviewing
more than 45 people including Smith
and his wife, Kay, Franklin Graham,
Tim LaHaye, Raul Ries, Greg Laurie,
Brian Broderson, Jeff Johnson, Mike
MacIntosh, Don Stewart, Ricky Ryan,

Bob Coy, Steve Mays, Skip Heitzig, Joe
Focht, Oden Fong and David Rosales.
“Whenever we had time and money
do an interview, we would do an interview,” Jurgen said.
Nearly three-fourths of the interviews are featured in the documentary,
which includes 1960s and ’70s B-roll
clips of concerts and baptisms in Pirate’s Cove.
“Documentaries can be a little boring, but this subject is about as good
as it gets when you are talking about
Pastor Chuck and how God moved
through him and how the Calvary
Chapel movement came about,” Stacey
said. “Not only birthing contemporary
Christian music, which is huge, but it
also has all these big churches coming
out of it. God really used that movement
to change the world for Christianity.”
Seeing God’s hands
The Peretzkis, who have produced
numerous other films through their
Christian-based Screen Savers Entertainment, said they came up with the
idea after contemplating the music
history of Calvary Chapel. They ap-
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proached Smith with the idea, and he
encouraged them to run with it.
“We really feel honored to do it,”
Stacey said. “We are just vessels being
used, but we really liked being used
for it because it was such a wonderful
experience.”
Both said they were surprised to
discover the breadth and width of the
movement beyond the music aspects.
“We didn’t know that there was that
many churches and that God used that
church to spawn so many other great
churches,” she said.
From the beginning, they said, the
project was anointed with all sorts of
people coming forward to help.
“We learned to trust in God because
He made things very obvious in terms
of who to interview,” Jurgen said. “He
would literally put people in front of
us. People we hadn’t seen in years, He
would put in front of us to interview.
We were awed in how God was in it, in
so many ways. (It was) like wow, He is
really guiding us, hand holding us in
so many ways.”
Stacey agreed, saying their confidence and faith were strengthened

Stacey Peretzki interviews Chuck Smith in the auditorium of his church. The documentary “What God Has Wrought”
focuses on the Jesus Movement and centers around the ministry of Smith, now 85.

Church Smith, founding pastor of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, holds a baptism
service at the beach early in his ministry. The beachside baptisms are featured
in “What God Has Wrought,” a documentary about the Jesus Movement, which
flowed out of Smith’s Southern California ministry.

through the process.
“Once you realized that God builds
the church or God makes the documentary, then you really … it just builds
your faith,” she said. “That’s what we
learned, to be more trusting and listening to Him and seeing how it really can
work. And He really can put people in
our lives if we are really seeking Him.”
That realization, Jurgen said, “takes
the pressure off.”
God’s timing
In keeping with the authenticity of
the movement, the documentary records Smith’s thoughts on his extended
struggle early on in his ministry, when
nothing he tried seemed to work.
“It wasn’t handed to him on a
silver platter,” Jurgen said. “He was
struggling, so that inspires people
not to give up; to do what they
feel they are called to do and not
give up on their calling because we
don’t know God’s timing. It could
happen to anybody. It keeps us on
the edge of our seat waiting for
God.”

By doing so, churches, Jurgen said,
need to avoid the temptation to try to
replicate Smith’s success as the formula
for how to do church.
“It’s nothing that Chuck did,” the
filmmaker said. “It’s just that God
did it all.”
Through Smith’s teaching and the
church’s outreach to the hippies and
the homeless, the outer trappings of
church tradition were challenged.
“It was turned to God’s looking at
your heart, who you are,” Stacey said.
“He’s not caring how you dress and if
you have a drum or a guitar. It’s just
about the music and the Word to Him.”
Jurgen said the couple is hopeful
the fruit of the movement will be emboldened by the film.
“It’s a great witnessing tool,” Jurgen
said. “It has a lot of wisdom on life.
It’s history. We can always learn from
history.”
For more information, visit www.
screensaversentertainment.com.
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MIRACLE…
Continued from page 1
lease. In preparation for the book’s
release her publisher, New Hope
Publishers, contacted Michael Lê,
a member of its cover design team,
to photograph a “model” for the
cover. Macias talked to Lê by phone,
giving him a general description
of the homeless Vietnam veteran
profiled in her book. Later, while
in Asheville, N.C., Lê and his wife,
Christine, found the perfect subject
for the cover.
“They were looking for someone
who might resemble this person
I described to them, and they
looked up and there he was in
front of them,” Macias said of the
incident. “They said it was like God
dropped this man out of heaven
and said, ‘here he is.’ It was amazing because he was the right age, he
had the beard, he had the clothes,
everything looked like the man in
the book.”
As the homeless man, Willard
Parker, was signing the photo
release for the photographer he
mentioned to Lê that he agreed
to the photo shoot in hopes of

Author Kathi Macias does television
interview for the Canadian TV show
100 Huntley St. in June. Since
then, her latest book “Unexpected
Christmas Hero” was released.

finding his estranged family, whom
he had lost contact with several
years earlier.
“That tugged at my heart strings
when they called and told me that,”
Macias, a former journalist, said.
Looking for family
Macias then launched an Internet campaign posting the photo
on as many websites as she could
in hopes of helping Parker to
find his family. Three weeks later,
Amber Hayes, one of Parker’s two
daughters, received a call from a
friend who said her father was on
the cover of a book.

Christians make up
the largest religious
group in the world
BP News
NASHVILLE — Christians are
the world’s largest religious group
and are nearly evenly dispersed
globally, according to a new Pew
study on the size, geographic distribution and median ages of the
world’s major religious groups.
Of the world’s 6.9 billion people,
2.2 billion or 32 percent are Christians, Pew reported Dec. 18. While
only 12 percent of Christians live in
North America, the vast majority of
Christians, 99 percent, live outside
the Middle East-North Africa region where Christianity began.
Apart from North America, Christians are geographically dispersed, with
26 percent in Europe, 24 percent in
Latin America and the Caribbean, 24
percent in sub-Saharan Africa and 13
percent in the Asia-Pacific region, the
study by the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life found, based on 2010 data.
Researchers did not study the degree to which people actively practice their faiths, but relied on the
subjects’ self-identification of their
religious affiliation.
The majority of the world’s other
religions lives in the Asia-Pacific region, including nearly all Buddhists
and Hindus, and most Muslims and
the religiously unaffiliated, researchers found. While 58.8 percent of
the world’s population lives in the
Asia-Pacific region, it is home to 99
percent of Hindus and Buddhists, 62
percent of Muslims and 76 percent of
the religiously unaffiliated.
Pew reported that the world’s
population includes 1.6 billion
Muslims, 1 billion Hindus, nearly
500 million Buddhists, 400 million adherents of various folk and
traditional religions, 58 million
adherents the study confined to
the category of “other,” comprised
of many religions including Baha’i
faith, Jainism, Sikhism, Shintoism,
Taoism and Wicca.
A plurality of the world’s 14 million
Jewish people, 44 percent, live in North
America, while 41 percent live in the
Middle East and North Africa, nearly
all of them in Israel, the study found.

In the U.S., 78 percent, or
243,060,000 of the country’s
310,390,000 people are Christian,
the study found. The U.S. also has
50,980,000 religiously unaffiliated,
5,690,000 Jewish people, 3,570,000
Buddhists, 2,770,000 Muslims,
1,790,000 Hindus, 630,000 adherents to folk religions and 1,900,000
affiliated with other religions.
The Global Religious Landscape: A
Report on the Size and Distribution
of the World’s Major Religious Groups
as of 2010 encompasses more than
230 countries and territories. Based
on more than 2,500 censuses, surveys
and population registers, the research
is part of the Pew-Templeton Global
Religious Futures Project, analyzing
religious change and its impact on
societies around the world.
Globally, about half of all Christians
are Catholic. An estimated 37 percent
of Christians are Protestant, including
Anglican, independent and nondenominational churches. The Orthodox
Communion, including the Greek and
Russian Orthodox, make up 12 percent
of Christians.
Researchers categorized Christian Scientists, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses as “viewing themselves as Christian,” and computed
them as comprising about 1 percent
of the global Christian population.
Most of the world’s population,
5.8 billion or 84 percent, affiliates
with a particular religion, leaving 1.6 billion, or 16 percent, with
no religious affiliation, the study
found. But many with no religious
affiliation hold religious or spiritual
beliefs, such as a belief in God or a
universal spirit, while not identifying with a particular religion.
The study found that some religions have much younger populations, determined in part by the
growth rate of countries where the
religions are largely found. For example, religions concentrated in
China tend to be older, because the
population growth is slower.
The median age of the world’s
overall population is 28, while the
median age of Christians is 30, the
study found.

“I didn’t believe them,” Hayes,
a resident of Hohenwald, Tenn.,
said of her friend’s claim. “I was
like, ‘whatever.’ I Googled it and
sure enough, it was him. I was hysterical. I started crying. I called my
mom. I called my sister. I couldn’t
believe it. I hadn’t seen him in a
while, and he looked very weak
in that picture.”
Hayes said she had spent several
years trying to track her father,
who disappeared after the 2004
death of his adopted father.
“I think what he did was he gave
up,” she said in a phone interview.
“I called several places. I called
the jails to see if he was incarcerated for being at the riverbanks.
I called the homeless shelters up
there. I either called the wrong
one at the wrong time, or he was
there but not when I would call.”
The mother of two young children said she was amazed that
she was able to reconnect with
her father through what seemed
to be a random series of events.
“I was blown away,” Hayes said.
“I would never have thought that
any part of my family would be on
a cover of a book or that anything
like this would ever happened to
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us. I was excited and filled with
all types of emotions.”
After contacting her mother
and sister with the news, Hayes’
mother traveled to Asheville and
brought Parker, who is sick with
leukemia, back to her Toledo,
Ohio home.
“She rode down one of the main
strips where the homeless stay in
North Carolina,” Hayes said. “He
was actually just walking down the
road. She thought it looked like
him, pulled over and sure enough
it was him.”
Planning a reunion
Parker’s daughters have spoken
to him by phone and hope to
have a face-to-face reunion in the
coming weeks. Hayes just started
a new job as a certified nurse assistant and is limited in time off.
Her sister, who lives in Georgia,
also needs to work out logistics
for getting to Ohio.
“After I talked to him the main
thing was to have all of us together,
all the grandbabies, because of the
leukemia,” Hayes said. “He knows
or he feels like he may not be
around for many more.”
Macias said she is working to

expedite that meeting and has a
donation link on her website.
“You look at this from the beginning, and it just had God’s fingerprints all over it,” the author said.
“Even the photographer said that,
and he’s a former atheist. That’s
what is so exciting. Now he sees
God in everything.”
As the backstory has emerged,
Macias admits numerous people
have suggested the events have the
feel of a Hallmark movie.
“Everybody keeps telling me
that,” she said. “This really needs
to be a made-for-TV movie. It’s
just a heartstring story. There are
a couple of people sniffing around,
nosing around about that same
thing, saying you know, that really
sounds like a movie. So we’ll have
to see what happens. Who knows
how God is going to use this? He
never ceases to amaze me.”
As for the original story of “Unexpected Christmas Hero,” you’ll
just have to read the book, which
in mid-December was named the
2012 Book of the Year by booksandauthors.net.
For more information, visit www.
kathimacias.com.
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Prepare for action-packed Legislature at hands of supermajority
Get ready for it! Another vote on
marriage’s definition is coming to
Californians, physician-assisted suicide
may be returning in a legislative bill,
and the number of abortionists may
grow exponentially in California.
With apologies for bringing you
this news, the scenario is real, as one
political party now holds two-thirds
of the seats in both the California
Assembly and Senate, and that party
favors homosexual marriage and discounts the value of human life. With a
two-thirds majority, commonly called
a supermajority, decisions on whether
bills live or die in California’s Legislature will take place at breakneck
speed through the required committees and, if still alive, votes on the
floor.
A supermajority also permits a proposed measure to be effortlessly placed
on the next election ballot, bypassing
the tremendous cost—usually averaging $2 million—of acquiring hundreds
of thousands of signatures from registered voters. California’s initiative
process has given citizens opportunity
to create laws via direct democracy, and
Proposition 8, passed by the people in
2008, is a result of this process, placing
the traditional definition of marriage

between a man and a woman into the
state’s constitution, as the Legislature
was unwilling to do.
Since the day after Proposition 8
was passed, the vote of the people
on marriage has been under attack
in state and federal court, winning
a quick and strong decision from
the California Supreme Court on
the authority of the people and the
constitutionality of the definition.
Just prior to that decision came a suit
filed in the federal courts, and after
disappointing but expected defeats
in the federal district court and the
U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals,
Proposition 8 will now be heard by
the U.S. Supreme Court. The Proposition 8 Legal Defense team has targeted the Supreme Court as its ultimate destination since the very first
suit was filed against the measure,
and a positive decision by the court
is expected to come in early summer,
again upholding the will of the people and the time-tested institution of
man-woman marriage.
However, the existence of a Democrat supermajority suggests the impending return of the definition of
marriage to the California ballot,
due to several elected leaders’ be-

ing activists for the howhere assisted suicide
mosexual agenda, and
has been legal, there
pressure from many
is evidence of pressure
pro-homosexual indifrom government and
viduals and groups who
corporate forces to exhave made significant
pand assisted suicide
financial investments
to include mentally ill
in these leaders’ elecand disabled persons.
tion campaigns. Now,
Last year, a bill
these groups expect
pushed for the expanthe supermajority to do
sion of abortion to inRon Prentice
their fighting for them,
clude nurse practitioplacing a same-sex marners, nurse midwives
riage amendment on the ballot with and physician assistants, but it was
relative ease.
dropped as it encountered trouble
passing out of committee. This trouble
Challenge to life
was due in large part to pressure from
Similarly, hotly contested bills con- the grassroots and clergy on targeted
cerning human life may return once legislative committee members. The
again to the legislative docket. For bill’s stated intention was to provide
example, over many years and many abortion access in closer proximity to
legislative sessions there have been rural areas, but the truth is that few
attempts to make the practice of physicians are willing to participate in
physician-assisted suicide the law of the practice of abortion, and the “inthe state. Each time, a staunch coali- dustry” is suffering because of it.
Never before in any state of the countion of diverse interests has successfully defeated the bills from passage. try have the requirements for medical
That coalition remains as strong as training been reduced in order to perever, and research on assisted suicide mit expansion of abortion, and nurse
also favors barring the practice, as practitioners, midwives or physician
treatments for pain have proven life- assistants in California do not practice
changing, and in states and countries surgery. However, this bill would have

permitted this group of medical personnel to perform surgical abortions!
Thanks to the response from pro-life
leaders and communities, preborn
babies were protected in the womb.
Pressure needed
Pressure is the only recourse to
what may be coming from the California Legislature. Although we would
desire for those elected to vote according to principles, pressure from
their constituency is more often the
primary motivation for the votes of
many legislators, and remaining in office becomes their chief cause as soon
as they take their seat!
For this reason, take it upon yourself to get ready for seasons of activity,
where you can make a difference by
phoning, writing, faxing and emailing your legislators, politely but firmly seeking their votes to protect family
life, preborn life and religious freedom in California. California Family
Council’s website promises to keep
you updated with timelines, talking
points, and contact information so
that you will be prepared, to act.
Prentice is chief executive officer
of California Family Council.

Managing creative people: Are they a little crazy?
Everyone loves what
They even have difcreative people do, but
ferent priorities. Inmany find their lifestead of political battles
styles and behavior a
over a corner office,
little strange. Just hire
access to the boss or
an advertising agency or
a bigger title, creative
glance at MTV to conpeople are more interfirm that there are some
ested in the color of
pretty odd, creative peotheir office, or being
ple out there. But for
able to listen to music
organizations to reach
while they work.
their real potential, we
Few creative people
Phil Cooke
have to learn to maxicare about the same
mize our creativity, and cultivate our things other workers care about.
relationships with original thinkers.
Creative people see different ways
There’s no question that creative to achieve the same goals. When it
people are wired differently. Their comes to nonprofits and religious
perception of the world, their reac- organizations, most pastors or mintions to events and even the way they istry leaders want to achieve goals,
sleep is often dramatically different but often they are overly concerned
from most. Therefore, much of that about how to reach the goal. They are
behavior comes out of biological dif- interested in rules, procedures, and
ferences. So trying to change their paperwork. One Christian TV station
behavior is often a futile and impos- executive I know has a “flow chart”
for the station that looks remarkably
sible task.

…“breakthrough” thinking often
comes from creative people. They
see the world differently.
like Dante’s Journey Through Hell.
Just reading it gives me the chills.
On the other hand, creative people
are just as driven, but much less concerned about “how” they reach the goal.
That’s why “breakthrough” thinking
often comes from creative people. They
see the world differently, and are more
concerned about achieving the goal
than rigid, specific ways to get there.
The fact is—if you have creative
people in your office, you need to make
a conscious effort to deal with them
differently. Here’s a few suggestions:
1. Within reason, don’t let their
habits, appearance or style bother
you. Sure—there are unavoidable
office rules for smoking, suggestive

clothing, breaks, etc… But if it’s not
absolutely critical to the mission of
the church or ministry, cut them
some slack! Let them have a little fun
with their hairstyle or clothes, and
you’ll see their motivation dramatically increase.
2. Give them flexibility in their
schedules. Who cares if they do their
best work at night? In most creative
functions, you can easily measure
their output and the quality of the
work, so worry less about how many
hours they put into it. As long as they
keep up and are doing great work,
what does it matter when they do it?
3. Learn the art of compliments

and motivation. Most creative people are easily hurt by criticism—it’s
part of their make-up. But if you can
compliment and motivate them, you
won’t believe how the level of work
will improve. Remember—a carrot
always works better than a stick.
4. Finally—learn to value creativity. If
we’re going to impact this culture with
a message of hope, we need the most
creative people doing their best work.
Can your church, ministry or organization do things in a more creative way?
Are you reaching this generation in a
language and style they understand?
Are you always on the lookout for
creative people to help you achieve
your vision?
Learn to manage creative people,
then stand back and watch the difference it makes.
Cooke is a Ph.D, producer and
media strategist. His new book is
“Branding Faith: Why Some Churches
and Non-Profits Impact the Culture
and Others Don’t” by Regal Publishing. Find out more at philcooke.com.
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Van safety and private schools
The church van article by Lori
Arnold (December 2012) is an
excellent focus on a very real safety concern. However, there is a
follow-up concern that should be
mentioned: small private Christian
schools.
The article lists churches and
colleges as being at-risk, but many
private Christian schools transport
middle school and high school
teams to sporting events with these
vans on a regular basis.
In California, any vehicle designed to carry more than nine persons that is being used to transport
any K-12 students, is automatically
designated as a “school bus.” Even a
12-passenger van which carries only
six students still falls in this category, though many schools think that
doing so bypasses the law.
Drivers of such vehicles have even
more stringent requirements than
those listed in the article, because

they are officially functioning as a
“school bus driver.”
David Contreras
Riverside, Calif.
Misleading on gay marriage
Dana Milbank of The Washington
Post wants people to believe what
isn’t true. He exaggerates national
consensus on gay marriage and by
slight-of-hand gives the impression
that the states that have legalized gay
marriage have done so by a vote of
the people. Instead, most of the nine
states forced gay marriage on the people by judicial coercion. Thirty states
rejected gay marriage by referendum
and added amendments to their constitutions defining marriage as between a man and a woman.
If you disagree, prepare to be denigrated and mocked as Neanderthal
and Medieval. Why do people allow
such school-yard bullying to push
them into acquiescing to a militant
agenda to force a sexual lifestyle on

others?
We must see through the empty
rhetoric. This isn’t about the rights
of consenting adults to do what they
wish sexually. They have those rights.
This is about militant insistence
changing the definition of marriage
to conform to the sexual choices of 2
percent of the people.
If we legalize gay marriage as a civil
right, it will open a social and legal
Pandora’s box. Citizens will not be
permitted to morally oppose homosexual behavior without risking accusations of discrimination and racism.
Just look north to the debacle Canada
has created.
Teaching people to treat each
other with respect is a much better
alternative to forced affirmation. Tolerance is about treating others with
respect when you disagree with them.
Telling people they’re not permitted
to disagree is coercion, not tolerance.
Pastor Steve Cornell
Millersville, Penn.
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Explaining evil in Newtown
Trying to explain an evil act like
the one that killed 20 children and
six adults at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., is
on a par with explaining how the
universe was formed.
The natural human reaction after extending sympathy and prayers
for the victims and their families
is to ask what actions might have
been taken to prevent the massacre. More gun laws? Connecticut already has some of the strictest gun
laws in the nation. Those laws did
not prevent a man with evil intent
from carrying out his heinous act.
Some will blame TV and video
game violence. Depictions of murder and other violent acts on TV
and in the movies have grown in recent years, but people killed people
long before TV and movies. Such
explanations are too easy.
Would armed guards at Sandy

Hook have helped?
has been equally unPossibly, but do we
successful in preventwant guards at every
ing the slaughter of
elementary
school,
innocents and other
patrolling not only the
evil acts.
halls, but playgrounds
Political
leaders
where kids ought to be
not usually identified
able to play in an atwith spiritual conmosphere of fun and
cepts are making use
freedom? That may be
of the word “evil’ in
where we are headed.
accurately describing
Cal Thomas
What about locked
what happened in
doors? Sandy Hook’s doors were Newtown. We hear calls for prayers
reportedly secured, but the shooter from politicians committed to the
still managed to somehow gain ac- separation of church and state.
cess.
Whether it is Columbine, Virginia
As much as humans have tried Tech, Tucson, Aurora, Ft. Hood,
for millennia to prevent evil acts, we Oklahoma City or the 9/11 terrorhave not succeeded. In the modern ist attacks, evil seems to have gained
era, Woodrow Wilson believed his a foothold in America.
Not every parent with a child in
League of Nations would usher in
peace on Earth, if not goodwill to public school has the option of homemen. The United Nations followed schooling, but that is something they
that aborted experiment. The U.N. might want to consider if they want

to create a completely safe environment. Even private schools can’t offer
full protection from a deranged mind
hell-bent on carnage.
More information about the killer will surface in the days to come,
but even if we learn he was psychotic and off his medication, that will
not satisfy our communal anger or
anguish. It will not explain evil. It
will not explain why 26 innocent
lives were lost.
The way to deal with evil is to first
acknowledge that it exists and that
we all possess the potential for it.
We don’t become evil by what we
do, but because of who we are. We
are human beings, not God. We are
not “basically good,” as some claim,
we are imperfect and fall far short
of any true standard of perfection.
Evil is a “pre-existing condition.”
In some it is controlled by an inner
compass, or by laws and cultural

constraints. When it is not, we get
Sandy Hook and tragedies like it.
We get what we do not understand
and cannot begin to fathom.
There may be no greater expression
of evil than the murder of children in
their classrooms. In calling for prayers,
officials have taken an important first
step in combating evil, but a larger
question should be asked. Perhaps
theologians, pastors, priests and rabbis
are the ones to ask it, but permit me
a suggestion.
If there is a source of evil, is there
also a source of good? And if there
is, has that source for good been
offended by all of the accumulated
evil we are piling up, affording it an
upper hand?
As a friend of mine says, “Not a
sermon, just a thought.”
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

The intellectual bankruptcy of the ‘pro-choice’ position
The battle over human dignity is
waged not just at the local abortion
clinic or crisis pregnancy center,
nor merely in the halls of Congress
or the Supreme Court. It is also carried out in our choice of words.
The war on the sanctity of human
life relies on bullets of deception
and warheads of untruth—in short,
on what George Orwell called “political language,” which he said “is
designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to
give an appearance of solidity to
pure wind.”
Those who support the legal killing of unborn human beings in the
womb have used political language
for decades, cloaking their morally
indefensible position in innocuoussounding terms such as “choice”
and “women’s health”—hoping the
rest of us will forget about the status and rights of the other person

directly affected in the abortion
transaction—namely the fetus.
For any who express the slightest qualms about the unborn, these
political language manipulators
are quick to deny the humanity or
personhood of the fetus, calling it
a “lump of tissue,” a “product of
conception,” or even a “potential
person”! Thus, by their choice of
vocabulary, they attempt to subvert
thought and the normal human
compassion we would feel for the
50 million defenseless human beings legally aborted—make that
snuffed out—in their mothers’
wombs since Roe v. Wade in 1973.
But it’s hard to keep up the verbal
sleight of hand all the time. A case
in point is the considerable elation
over the news that Kate Middleton,
the Duchess of Cambridge, is carrying a child. That’s right, a child, not
a “product of conception”!

We are told that her
tongues. “Surely such
“baby” will be third
‘pro-choice’
newsin line to the throne,
papers and journals
behind only Prince
(and people) should
William and Prince
be talking about a
Charles. I’m not the
bunch of pluripotent
only one to have nostem cells, an embryo
ticed the unusual deor a foetus?” he asks.
scriptions of the royal
“For reports suggest
baby in the press.
that the Duchess is
One bemused obstill in her first trimesEric Metaxas
server is a British
ter, so this is not yet
blogger who goes by the tongue- a baby; and certainly nothing with
in-cheek pseudonym “Archbishop any kind of destiny. At this stage,
Cranmer,” referencing the 16th- surely, it is a non-person, just like
century Protestant divine who the other 201,931 non-persons
was executed during the reign of who last year were evacuated from
Queen Mary on the charge of her- wombs in England, Scotland and
esy.
Wales.”
Noting the excitement in BritThe Brits are clearly—and rightish society about the child who is ly—treating the royal baby not as a
“destined to ascend the throne,” clump of cells to be disposed of for
the modern “Archbishop Cran- any reason but as fully human, as a
mer” points out the slip of so many person. Yes, friends, the language

we use matters. Is the life in the
womb a “product of conception”
or a person, maybe even a prince
in waiting?
Philosopher Peter Kreeft says
that the “personhood of the fetus
is clearly the crucial issue for abortion, for if the fetus is not a person,
abortion is not the deliberate killing of an innocent person.” Kreeft
adds, “Persons have a ‘right to life’
but non-persons (e.g., cells, tissues,
organs, and animals) do not.”
Friends, our greatest weapon in
the defense of human dignity is
not bombs or bullets but the truth.
Let’s wield it. For as Orwell also
said, “In a time of deceit telling the
truth is a revolutionary act.”
© 2012 Prison Fellowship.
Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a radio commentary, formerly
featuring the late Chuck Colson.

A biblical and social manifesto to American pastors
Extraordinary times
to uncompromisingly
require extraordinary
advance God’s kingleaders. Now is an
dom and glory.
extraordinary time.
The extraordinary
Therefore, the essenleader leads well betial question is, “Will
cause he, in humilyou lead?”
ity, is himself intimate
As your flock is
with God and is led
surrounded by inby God. He has comcreasing
darkness
pletely yielded His
and ravenous wolves,
members to Christ.
Dean Broyles
what will you do, dear
And so he believes
shepherd? Will you
and boldly teaches that God’s holy
prepare them, protect them, and love is expressed in the boundaries
lead them?
or moral “fences” that He has esOur treacherous time in history tablished for our own good. He unwill not permit timid and fearful derstands that the bride of Christ
types to lead if our churches are to is dying for lack of knowledge
thrive and our once-great nation is and nourishes her with Truth and
to survive. These dark days demand love. While he knows that there is
a very special type of Christian lead- mounting cultural pressure on the
er, but what does he look like?
church to compromise and water
The extraordinary leader inten- down clear biblical moral teaching,
tionally crucifies his fear of other he comprehends that if we truly
men. Far too many pastors appear love the sinner and want what is
by their actions—and omissions— best for him or her, appeasement
to have a much greater desire to of evil and accommodation of sin is
please people and maintain man’s not the answer.
approval (or a large congregation)
Therefore, an extraordinary
rather than exhibit a robust com- leader takes a bold, clear and unmitment to fear and please God. compromising stand for virtue and
The extraordinary leader inten- morality—what is right and good
tionally purposes to fear God not and true. He recognizes that both
man, and the focus of his preach- morality and immorality have seriing is not to soothe or tickle human ous consequences—personally and
ears as a spiritual therapist with nationally. As John Adams said,
only soft words, but rather to boldly “Our Constitution was made only
preach the Truth in love in order for a moral and religious people. It

…the extraordinary leader
preaches the full counsel of
God unapologetically.
is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
Unapologetic gospel
Thus, the extraordinary leader
preaches the full counsel of God
unapologetically. He shows us who
God really is—not just who we want
Him to be. He reminds us often
of His sovereignty and His exalted
Glory. He preaches God’s entire
nature including His holiness, His
righteousness, His justice, His power, His dominion, His hatred of sin
and the reality of Hell—not just His
love, grace, mercy and the comforts
of Heaven. He comprehends that
God is not just a lamb, He is also
a Lion. He steadfastly resists the
feminization of our culture and the
feminization of God’s character,
which focuses only on God’s soft
and soothing attributes.
A truly extraordinary pastor remembers that the Great Commission does not command us to make
mere converts. He understands

that his primary responsibility is to
form mature disciples. He realizes
that our churches are often weak,
divided and compromised in part
because we have focused far too
much on making comfortable converts and neglected making daring
disciples.
Need is immediate
The need is real and growing.
Many in your congregation are
desperately hungry for clear, bold,
courageous and uncompromising
biblical teaching and leadership.
They have told me so. For the sake
of your flock, you must lead. There
is no place or need to apologize, appease or water down God’s word.
Start paying much more attention to
those serious and committed believers who hunger to be discipled in
your congregation. Preach to them.
Lead them. Challenge them. Disciple them. And take the extra time to
show us how to apply the Scriptures
to the moral and cultural issues fac-

ing the church today. Extraordinary
Christian leaders do not preach
primarily to the lowest common denominator (new or weak Christians)
out of a false and misleading view of
God’s love and grace.
Charles G. Finney, who was greatly
used in the Second Great Awakening,
stated in 1873:
“Brethren, our preaching will
bear its legitimate fruits. If immorality prevails in the land, the fault
is ours in a great degree. If there is
a decay of conscience, the pulpit is
responsible for it. If the public press
lacks moral discrimination, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the church
is degenerate and worldly, the pulpit
is responsible for it. If the world loses its interest in religion, the pulpit
is responsible for it. If Satan rules in
our halls of legislation, the pulpit is
responsible for it. If our politics become so corrupt that the very foundations of our government are ready
to fall away, the pulpit is responsible
for it. Let us not ignore this fact, my
dear brethren, but let us lay it to
heart and be thoroughly awake to
our responsibility in respect to the
morals of this nation.”
Commit to action
Biblical knowledge is not
enough. Teach your flock to be
doers of the Word, not just hearSee BROYLES, page 6
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BROYLES…
Continued from page 5
ers. Show us how to rediscover the
courage of our convictions—to put
into practice and live out what we
say that we believe. Remind us that
obedience is better than sacrifice,
that to hearken is better than the
fat of rams.
Evangelical author Joel Rosenberg recently lamented the re-election of a president who supports
abortion on demand, same-sex
marriage and whose policies actively undermine religious freedom.
Noting that six million “evangelicals” voted for Obama, Rosenberg
asks the $64,000 question, “Did
these self-professed believers surrender their biblical convictions in
the voting booth, or did they never
really have deep biblical convictions on the critical issues to begin
with?” Rosenberg—who like Finney
before him—placed the responsibility squarely where I believe it belongs, stated, “This is what happens
when the church is weak and fails
to disciple believers to turn biblical faith into action.” Then Rosenberg, echoing John Adam’s senti-

ments, concluded, “ [I]f we don’t
see a Third Great Awakening soon,
I’m not convinced we will be able
to turn this dear nation around in
time.” Amen!
Follow the Leader
If the American church is not led
by extraordinary leaders back to a
high view of God and His authority
and a concomitant high view of His
Word, this may indeed be the last
Christian generation. Dear pastors,
dear shepherds, I plead with you,
therefore, please preach boldly, courageously and without apology, and
let God’s Word and the Holy Spirit
do the work. An extraordinary leader does not merely powerfully teach
the truth, but he demonstrates for
his flock how to live it out and apply it.
Boy, do we need extraordinary
leaders like that, now more than
ever! If you already are such a leader, thank you! If you are not, please
purpose to be one or prayerfully
consider another occupation.
Broyles is the president of the
Escondido-based National Center
for Law and Policy. For more information, visit www.nclplaw.org.

Hijacked K-12
The Commandeering of
California’s Public Schools
An informative new 48-page
booklet for parents and teachers
offering a realistic view of the
culture that has been created
within California public schools
during the last two decades — a
culture that is propelled by antiChristian and radical ideologies.
Throughout these pages, you will be informed of the
intellectual and social hazards your kids will be exposed to
if they are enrolled in a publicly-funded school in California.
“‘Hijacked’ is an excellent resource for parents. (It) unveils the truth about public
school agendas.” — Ron Prentice, CEO of California Family Council
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Judge blocks Calif.’s conversion
therapy ban for minors
By Lori Arnold
SACRAMENTO — A federal appeals court has blocked the implementation of California’s controversial new ban on gay conversion
therapy for minors.
The emergency injunction was
handed down Dec. 21 without comment but follows a similar Dec.
3 decision by U.S. District Court
Judge William Shubb, who issued a
preliminary injunction against state
officials, saying the plaintiffs would
likely prevail in their charges that
the law, ushered in by SB 1172, violates their free speech protections.
It is the first law of its kind in the
nation.
The law, which was set to go into
effect Jan. 1, forbids all mental
health professionals practicing in
California to use the therapy, commonly known as “reparative,” even
if the treatment is desired by the
parents and/or their minor children. The law makes no religious
exceptions for the mental health
professionals, the parents or the
child.
Thousands of adults and teens across
the country have successfully undergone the therapy to reduce same-sex
attraction. Supporters of the treatment
argue the law is damaging because it
eliminates an entire treatment avenue

for patients. Counselors who specialize
in the therapeutic approach maintain
the treatment is only used for those
wanting to change homosexual attraction.
In his 38-page ruling, Shubb said
that while he did not take lightly the
“possible harm” to minors, he could
not dismiss the “public’s interest in
preserving First Amendment rights.”
“That public perception in favor of
this law may be heightened because
“it appears that homosexuality has
gained greater societal acceptance ... is
scarcely an argument for denying First
Amendment protection to those who
refuse to accept these views.”
Earlier in the ruling, the judge
noted the practical limitations
of the law, saying it would muzzle
therapists.
“SB 1172 draws a line in the sand
governing a therapy session, and
the moment that the mental health
provider’s speech seeks to change
an individual’s sexual orientation,
including a patient’s behavior, gender expression or sexual or romantic attractions or feelings toward
individuals of the same sex, the
mental health provider can no longer speak,” the judge wrote.
The suit was brought by the Pacific Justice Institute on behalf
of its clients, San Diego licensed
therapist Donald Welch; a medical

doctor and board certified psychiatrist Anthony Duk, a Roman Catholic from Loma Linda; and Aaron
Bitzer, an ex-gay who underwent
the therapy and is now studying to
become a therapist.
“This victory sends a clear signal
to all those who feel they can stifle
religious freedom, free speech and
the rights of parents without being
contested,” said Brad Dacus, the institute’s president.
Competing rulings
The day after Shubb issued his
decision, however, U.S. District
Judge Kimberly Mueller ruled
against plaintiffs in a separate but
similar case, this one filed by Liberty Counsel. In her ruling Mueller
said the plaintiff would not likely
succeed in proving their civil rights
were violated by the new law.
“The court finds there is no fundamental or privacy right to choose
a specific mental health treatment
the state has reasonably deemed
harmful to minors,” Mueller wrote
in her 44-page decision outlining
her reasons for declining an injunction.
The injunction will stay in place
until the case is heard in federal
court. No date has been set for the
appeal, but the court has asked for
briefs from both sides.

Supreme Court to hear Prop. 8 appeal
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to hear oral
arguments on Proposition 8 in March
after agreeing to hear an appeal of a
lower court ruling declaring the law
unconstitutional.
The review by the nation’s highest
court, announced Dec. 7, comes more
than four years after California voters changed the state constitution to
protect marriage as only between one
man and one woman.
“Every one of the numerous legal
steps we have taken for the past four
years has been in anticipation of this
moment,” said Andy Pugno, general
counsel for ProtectMarriage.com. “Arguing this case before the Supreme
Court finally gives us a chance at a
fair hearing, something that hasn’t
been afforded to the people since we

began this fight.”
A series of lawsuits over the successful ballot measure were filed after
voters approved the constitutional
amendment in November 2008. The
California Supreme Court upheld
Proposition 8 in a separate state case,
but a federal lawsuit finally landed
before the justices as the case worked
its way through that court system.
“We are delighted that the nation’s highest court will decide
whether to uphold the will of more
than seven million Californians
who voted to preserve the unique
definition of marriage as only between one man and one woman,”
Pugno said.
The court will also hear an appeal
about a portion of the federal Defense
of Marriage Act.

The request for the high court review
came in July after a narrowly divided
panel of the U.S. Ninth Circuit of Appeals declared nearly a year ago that
Proposition 8 is unconstitutional.
“The Supreme Court has made
it very clear that the age-old definition of marriage as the union of
one man and one woman is constitutional as a matter of public
policy,” said ProtectMarriage.com’s
lead counsel Charles J. Cooper with
the Cooper & Kirk law firm. “The
lower court decisions in the Proposition 8 case essentially rejected all
relevant Supreme Court and appellate court precedent. We are hopeful and confident that the Supreme
Court will uphold its precedent.”
A decision could come as early as
June.
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Flash mob surprises Santa Monica with live Nativity and carols
Spontaneous performance sends
message about city council’s ban
on Nativity displays in local park
By Lori Arnold
SANTA MONICA — A group
of Orange County Christians
unhappy with the city of Santa
Monica’s decision not to allow an
unattended Nativity in a prominent park for the first time in 60
years refused to settle for the bahhumbug message, opting instead
for a surprise live Nativity.
Shoppers at the Santa Monica
Place—an open mall just a block
or so from the Palisades Park site
that housed the Nativity display
until this year—were treated to
a surprise living Nativity Dec. 16
when the flash mob converged. A
flash mob, made possible by social
media sites, occurs when a group
of people suddenly descends in
a public place to present a brief
performance or statement before
disappearing just as quickly.
The Nativity flash mob started
when a female opera singer
stepped into an open area of the
mall and began singing a Christmas carol, said Steve Snook, a
local pastor who hosted the group
for rehearsals before the event.
Within minutes, 15 to 20 other
vocalists circled her as they also
sang. Nearby, security guards were
trying to figure out how to stop the
flash mob when other “shoppers”
began walking toward the singers.
“Then all of a sudden they take
their jackets off, their robes fall
down and they start walking out
of the crowd to this area that’s in
front of a giant tree and these giant
(gift) boxes,” said Snook, adding
that “Mary” was carrying her own
infant in her arms.
As the caroling continued, shepherds and wisemen joined Mary
and Joseph.
“At that point other people
are beginning to sing carols,”
Snook said. “Within 10 minutes,
15 minutes, it’s over. It was really
encouraging to us in a city that is
just pushing Christmas farther and

farther away from our culture.”
Snook, pastor of Metro Calvary
Chapel, said the group originally
considered hosting the flash mob
at the park but opted for a more
visible statement.
“We realized that maybe the
best thing would be to go where
everybody was and make a public
pronouncement of the real meaning of Christmas,” Snook said. “I
think it was a good decision.”
Friends reach out
The pastor said he was contacted
several weeks before Christmas by
friends of friends who wanted to
do something to encourage Santa
Monica’s Christian community
after the Nativity was banned.
“It didn’t start with me, but I
just knew instantly. I felt like it was
just something that was so right,”
the pastor said. “We were going
through so many things with the
Nativity scene, and in the 60th year
we were shut out. It turned into
something that got ugly at times.
He said, ‘We’d like to find a way
to encourage the people of Santa
Monica with some people from
Orange County coming up, doing
something to proclaim Christmas
in Santa Monica.’ I figured it was
a great idea.”
Loss of a tradition
The support was especially meaningful for the people of Metro and
Snook, who participated in the
Nativity display for about 15 years.
Made up of 14 different scenes, the
annual display at the panoramic
Palisades Park involved 13 local
churches and the Santa Monica Police Officers Association. But after
a new lottery system to allot spaces
to accommodate atheists backfired
in 2011, when the nonbelievers
reserved but did not use,most of
the spaces, the city decided to ban
all unattended displays.
Snook and numerous other leaders and residents approached the

PHOTO COURTESY OF MERIWETHER PRODUCTIONS

Participants in the Dec. 16 Nativity flash mob practice at a local church before
the event.

Shoppers watch and snap photos of a Nativity flash mob at Santa Monica Place on Dec. 16. The flash mob featured a
group of people from Orange County who traveled to Santa Monica to show support to local Christians who were unhappy
with the city’s decision to ban an unattended Nativity scene that has been a Christmas tradition for 59 years.

council in an attempt to prevent
the ban.
“I went before the City Council
to try to speak as someone who, as
a representative of the city, who has
been here a long time as a pastor,
and I just said, ‘We’re not against
having the menorah out there,’”
he said. “’In fact, it’s been there
for years, and we wanted to be next
to it, and we are not against the
expression of the other religious
belief systems or even if the atheists
want to have a spot.
“’It’s just that this is a long tradition, and we are asking you to
continue it. We are not asking you
for a special privilege.’ But the city
thought it would be easier to kind
of wipe it out for everybody.”
Unfazed, the council voted
unanimously in June to ban the unattended displays. A federal court
upheld the ban in November after
supporters of the Nativity scenes
filed a complaint.
Other observances
While the unattended displays
at Palisades Park are no more, a

private citizen offered to host the
scenes on his property, where they
set up shop this year.
“It’s been really encouraging that
people have stepped up,” he said.
“Just a couple of months ago we
were wondering if there was going
to be anything for Christmas, and
now it’s like it has been multiplied.”
“What sometimes happens
for us in Los Angeles, we feel
kind of on the outside because
so much of what happens is in
Orange County or suburbia that
for us, there are so few Christians,
especially on the west side of Los
Angeles, that sometimes we feel
alone. That’s why this was so
encouraging.”
In addition to the flash mob, a
night of carols was hosted at the
display-free park. A local Models
for Christ chapter teamed up with
Youth with a Mission to host a live
Nativity at the park, as did Survivors
of the Abortion Holocaust and the
Christian Defense Coalition. Other
live Nativities were also hosted
throughout the city, including
one near the entrance to Santa

Monica Pier.
Snook said he hopes the flash
mob concept will spread to other
public venues next year.
“It was more about us acknowledging that we are not backing
down,” he said. “We’re not trying
to make it into a political thing,
though. We just wanted to acknowledge Christ in Christmas.”
For more information, visit www.
santamonicanativityscenes.org.
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Calvary Church to host
coffee conversations
SANTA ANA — Calvary Church
of Santa Ana will host the one-day
women’s event “Coffee Shop Conversations: Making the Most of Spiritual Small Talk” from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Feb. 23.
Author and speaker Jonalyn
Fincher will equip attendees with
tools to turn everyday small talk
into conversations with eternal significance.
The event is open to all women
and high school girls.
Admission is $35, and those who
register before Feb. 11 will receive
lunch.
The church is located at 1010 N.
Tustin Ave.

Strengthening family
is conference theme
ANAHEIM — Knott Avenue
Christian Church will host its 6th
Annual Free Christian Living Conference Jan. 18 and 19. The conference is sponsored by Exploring
Homeschooling of Orange County.
Friday’s session runs from 7 to 9
p.m., while Saturday’s schedule
runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Strengthening Your Family for Life’s Battle”
and will feature conference presenters Hal and Melanie Young,
authors of “Raising Real Men,” the
Christian Small Publishers Association 2011 Book of the Year.
The Youngs will teach on “Raising Real Men: Surviving & Appreciating Boys,” “Making Marriage
Even Better,” “Preparing Little
Ones To Learn,” “A Childhood to
Remember,” “Boy-Friendly Education” and “Never Give Up.” There
will also be a separate session for
women, “Cooking as Easy as Pie”
and “I’m Not So Sure About This”
for men.
A love offering will be held.
Childcare will be available with different rates depending on sessions
and number of children.
The church is located at 315 S.
Knott Ave.
For more information, visit
w w w. E x p l o r i n g H o m e s c h o o l ing.com or call (714) 686-3353.

Chonda Pierce to
do live family concert
SANTA ANA — Calvary Church
will host a Family Fun Night Out at
6 p.m. Feb. 16 featuring comedian
Chonda Pierce.
Pierce is a frequent guest on the
famed Grand Ole Opry and has
served as host of the Inspirational
Country Music Awards and Christian Music Hall of Fame Awards.
Her first television special, “This
Ain’t Prettyville!” appeared on
Country Music Television. She
has also appeared on Life Today,
The Wanda Sykes Show, The Mike
Huckabee Show as well as ABC’s
popular talk show, The View.
The event, presented by IMC

The newly re-formed Audio Adrenaline with Kevin Max has been named a
headliner for Spirit West Coast to be held in Monterey Aug. 1 to 3.

Spirit West Coast to host summer
festival in Monterey, not Del Mar
MONTEREY — Spirit West
Coast will return to Monterey
the first weekend in August after
taking a year off. Del Mar, which
hosted the event in 2012, will be
back in the rotation for 2014.
“It’s exciting to know that
the Monterey event will return
to Laguna Seca in 2013,” said
Dave Martinez, director of Operations and Administration for
the festival, which is produced by
Celebration Concerts. “Now the
booking starts, trying to find just
the right acts for the three days
of programming.”
Early acts booked for the Aug.
concerts, will also feature The Martins.
The doors open at 5 p.m.
General admission tickets are
$22. Artist Circle Admission is $30.
Children 12 and under are admitted for $10.
The church is located at 1010 N
Tustin Ave.
For more information, visit www.
IMCconcerts.com or call 1-800-9659324.

Prophetics training is
planned for women
ANAHEIM — Veronica Coffey Ministries will present TOP —
Training of Prophetics—beginning
at 1 p.m. Jan. 12 at First Congregational Church of Anaheim. The
purpose of the event is to create “a
gathering of women for strength,
encouragement and wisdom.”
This year’s theme is “Another
Level of Fire” and will include special guests Dr. Charlotte Phillips,
“an apostle, kingdom ambassador
and adviser to the nations” and
Apostle Pam Vinnett, author of
the books “This Psychic Prophetic
Age,” “For Women Only” and “Prophetic Covenants.”
The church is located at 515 N.
State College Drive.
The suggested donation is $20.
For more information, call (424)
223-8540.

Christmas services go
out to the community
FULLERTON — Each of the
Sunday services before Christmas
at First Evangelical Free Church
of Fullerton were cut short early

1 to 3 festival include the new Audio Adrenaline with lead singer
Kevin Max, Newsboys, Tenth Avenue North, Matthew West, The
City Harmonic, Manafest, Esterlyn and Moriah Peters.
Motivational speaker Reggie
Dabbs, who specializes in talks on
choices, will take the stage one night.
Comedians Bob Smiley and
Stephen P. are also on the docket.
More acts will be signed in the
coming weeks.
For more information, visit
www.spiritwestcoast.org.
as senior Pastor Mike Erre commissioned his flock to reach out to
others.
“We’ve taken this non-traditional approach to truly spread good
cheer to those in need during the
holiday season,” Erre said of his
“Eve Before the Eve” service. “Our
projects were specifically created to
be age friendly.”
The theme of the project was
“Joy to the World.”
Among the projects they undertook were helping out at assisted
living senior facilities, packaging
meals to be distributed to the poor
in Vietnam and delivering Christmas Eve church invitations to the
areas around the church. In addition, some church members collected food at local grocery stores
for the Orange County Rescue
Mission, Pathways for Home Food
Bank and the church’s own food
fund. Some brought and wrapped
gifts for children, while others
formed prayer groups.
“The Eve Before the Eve projects
are just some of many outreach opportunities that EvFree Fullerton
provides year-round, domestically
and internationally,” Erre said.
In November, the church provided more than 800 meal boxes and
200 turkeys to the community, and
served 2,500-plus Thanksgiving dinners to those needing meals.
“We do understand that many
members of our community are
facing tough times, and the joy we
want to impart is one that is everlasting and not directly tied into
materialism or wealth,” Erre said.
For more information, visit www.
evfreefullerton.com.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - COUPLES NEEDED
Do you have a heart for abused children?
These children need you!
Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who
have suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. $49,000.00/yr. per
couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. These live-in positions also
provide medical/dental beneﬁts, paid holidays, and paid vacation. A couple will be
allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213
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PASTORE…
Continued from page 1

Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

FEB 24 • SUNDAY
Rock & Worship Roadshow, with MercyMe, Jeremy Camp, Kutless, Family
Force 5 & more. 6pm, Citizens Business
Bank Arena, 400 E Ontario Center Pkwy.
Ontario, $10 • therockandworshiproadshow.com

FEB 28-MAR 2 • THU-SAT
JAN 4 • FRIDAY

JAN 25 • FRIDAY

“October Baby,” movie night. 7pm, Son
Light Christian Center, 172 N Glassell,
free • (714) 997-8501

Legends of Motown Komedy SLAMM &
Singles Dance. 7:30pm, Alpine Village
Center, 833 W. Torrance Blvd., Torrance,
various rates • (714) 622-4977,
spectaculareventz.com

JAN 5 • SATURDAY
Apologetics Club meeting, free movie
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

JAN 6 • SUNDAY
Motivating Messages: The Wisdom of
the Lord, thru January. 3pm, Spires Restaurant, 13030 Goldenwest/Knott Ave.,
Westminster, free • (714) 943-7942

JAN 8 • TUESDAY
‘12 Life Skills’ 12-month Webinar, with
Dr. Henry Cloud & Dr. John Townsend.
$490 • (949) 660-0866

JAN 10 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
T.O.P. Training of Prophetics, “Another
Level of Fire,” with Dr. Charlotte Phillips. 1pm, First Congregational Church
of Anaheim, 515 N State College Dr.,
Anaheim, $20 • (424) 223-8540

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Skyline
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa,
$16-25 • imcconcer ts.com, (619)
442-5941

JAN 16 • WEDNESDAY
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University, 13-weeks, begins. Wednesdays
7-8:30pm, Calvary Church Santa Ana,
1010 N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana • calvarylife.org/stewardship

JAN 16-18 • WED-FRI
Truth & Life Conference, with Mark
Dever, Dr. Sinclair Ferguson & Dr. John
MacArthur. The Master’s College, 21726
Placerita Canyon Rd., Santa Clarita, $50100 • 1-800-568-6248, masters.edu

JAN 18-19 • FRI-SAT

JAN 31 • THURSDAY
Christian Speed-Dating 40’s-50’s.
8pm, Ralph Brennan’s Jazz Kitchen,
Downton Disney, Anaheim, $33 •
christianspeedmatch.com

Southwest Gospel Music Festival,
The Booth Brothers, Legacy Five, The
Martins, The Hoppers, The Allen Family, Dr. David Jeremiah & more. Grand
Canyon University Arena, Phoenix, AZ
• southwestgospelmusicfestival.com,
(602) 639-8999

MAR 1 • FRIDAY
“The Passion of Christ,” movie night.
7pm, Son Light Christian Center, 172 N
Glassell, free • (714) 997-8501

FEB 1 • FRIDAY

MAR 1-3 • FRI-SUN

“Seven Days in Utopia,” movie night.
7pm, Son Light Christian Center, 172 N
Glassell, free • (714) 997-8501

“Time for Two” Couple’s Weekend. Irvine
Marriott. Hosted by American Family Living • (714) 637-7900

FEB 2 • SATURDAY

MAR 2 • SATURDAY

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
Xclaimed Xtraordinary Worship, with Pastor Paul Karanick. 6pm, 10871 Western
Ave., Stanton, free • (714) 803-9692
Christian Singles Sweetheart Singles
Dinner Dance. 8:30pm-12am, La Mirada
Country Club, 15501 Alicante Rd., La
Mirada, $39-55 • (714) 622-4002,
christiansinglesfunevents.com

FEB 14 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012

FEB 16 • SATURDAY
Family Fun Night Out, with Chonda Pierce
& the Martins. 6pm, Calvary Church,
1010 Tustin Ave., Tustin, $10-30 •
1-800-965-9324, imcconcerts.com

MAR 13 • THURSDAY
Stonecroft Christian Women’s Connection Luncheon. 11:30am, Holiday Inn,
7000 Beach Blvd., Buena Park • (714)
761-4012

APR 13 • SATURDAY
Pacific Justice Institute 10th Annual Gala,
Celebration of Justice, with John Bolton.
5-9:30pm, Disney’s Grand Californian
Hotel, Anaheim • (714) 796-7151,
regonline.com/coj

APR 19-20 • FRI-SAT
CMTA Impact Convention, Pasadena
Convention Center. For professional and
volunteer workers in Christian education
ministry • cmtaconvention.org

APR 27 • SATURDAY

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre, Irvine •
transparentproductions.com

FEB 22 • FRIDAY

The Surrender Tour with Russ Taft &
Clay Crosse. 7pm, Emmanuel Faith
Community Church, 639 E Felicita Ave,
Escondido, $15-35 • itickets.com

‘God’s Not Dead’ Tour, with Newsboys
& Building 429. 7pm, Calvary Chapel of
Oceanside, 3715 Oceanic Way, Oceanside • itickets.com

APR 30-MAY 2 • TUE-THU

7th Annual Free Christian Living Conference, with Hal & Melanie Young. Fri 7-9pm
& Sat 9am-3pm, Knott Avenue Christian
Church, 315 S Knott Ave., Anaheim, free
(Childcare available for a fee). Sponsored
by Exploring Homeschooling, OC • exploringhomeschooling.com

FEB 22-23 • FRI-SAT

JAN 19 • SATURDAY

FEB 23 • SATURDAY

JUN 19-23 • WED-SUN

Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship
Int’l, open to public. 2pm, Coco’s Restaurant, 12582 Valley View St., Garden
Grove, no cover charge • (714) 943-7942

Educator Job Fair, presented by the Network
of Int’l. Christian Schools. Stoneybrooke
Christian School, Mission Viejo • nics.org

C.S. Lewis Summer Conference, “Living
the Legacy: The Vision, Voice and Vocation of C.S. Lewis,” University of San
Diego • 1-888-275-3947

Apologetics Club meeting, free movie
& lecture series. 7:30pm, The Logos
Building, 3000 W Mac Arthur Blvd., Costa
Mesa • (714) 425-9474

JAN 21 • MONDAY
Christian Speed-Dating 30’s-40’s. 8pm,
Acapulco Restaurant, 1535 E Katella
Ave., Orange, $28 • christianspeedmatch.com

SCORR, Student Congress on Racial
Reconciliation Conference. Biola University, La Mirada, $50/student, $65/
staff or faculty • studentife.biola.edu/
diversity/scorr

Women’s One Day Event, “Coffee Shop
Conversations.” 9am-3pm, Calvar y
Church, 1010 N Tustin Ave., Santa Ana,
$35 • calvarylife.org/oneday

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778,
christiancruises.com

MORE EVENTS online now at
• Future events for Orange County not listed in this issue.
• Events for LA County, the Inland Empire and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

Authentic Christian Leadership Conference, Pat Lencioni, Dr. Wesley K. Stafford & more. Hilton Anaheim, Anaheim,
$189-699. Hosted by the Christian
Leadership Alliance • christianleadershipalliance.org

cast made news around the country
after his wife asked station managers to post the clip on line. It started with her husband discussing the
science community’s recent interest in life after death.
“Isn’t it interesting that secular
science is answering the question
‘Does man have a soul? Is there
such a thing as immaterial reality?’
And it’s couched in the category of
‘Is there life after death?’ It’s the
same question,” Pastore said before
including the scenario of crashing
on his bike on the 210.
He then went on to explain how
the conversation of the separation
between body and soul had implications for atheists.
“That key distinction undergirds
the entire Judeo-Christian worldview and also your pursuit of reality
because, even if you are an atheist,
you are confronted with ‘Do I have
freewill if I am an exhaustibly physical computer,’ right? Then how is
that free? How do you deliberate?
How do you reason if it’s just physics and chemistry, right?”
Living out his faith
After his death, Mark Joseph, a
Southern California producer, author, talk show host and publisher
of Bullypulpit.com, paid tribute to
Pastore in a blog message on Huffington Post.
“His final words remind me of the
power of faith, lived out by a man of
faith who was also firmly grounded
in reality and who famously called
his show ‘the intersection of faith
and reason,’” Joseph wrote.
“Frank Pastore loved to talk and
as usual he got in the last word,
leaving the rest of us to ponder
the mysteries of eternity and the
great questions that humans have
wrestled with since the beginning
of time.”
Since the crash, fans have inundated Pastore’s personal website as
well as the one belonging to KKLA,
his radio home since 2004, filling
the slot of his friend and predecessor, Warren Duffy, who retired.
“Frank never lost his boyish love
of life, and this tragedy resonates
through so many universes—the
baseball world back in Cincinnati where he was a beloved major
league pitcher, through the extended family that grew to know him

through his KKLA broadcasts, to
his ever-loving family at Biola where
he did his advanced study work on
apologetics,” Duffy said.
“His grin, his great story-telling
talent and his adventurous approach to life will all be missed,”
Duffy said.
“Frank was an all around amazing man,” said Mark Larson, a San
Diego market talk show host also
with Salem Communications. “I
am glad God is in charge, because
I can’t fathom why he is gone too
soon.”
Beloved friend, co-worker
In a statement released by the
station, Vice President and General
Manager Terry Fahy called Pastore
a beloved friend and co-worker.
“Although this was no surprise
to the Lord, it hit Frank’s wife Gina
and their immediate family, and
the KKLA family, extremely hard,”
he said. “Frank was everyone’s best
friend. From celebrities to the
down and out, Frank was accessible,
caring and consistent. Nothing was
more important than his family and
his faith, and every day he took to
the KKLA airwaves with that same
passion, believing that what he was
doing was truly making a difference
in your life and thousands of others throughout southern California. Frank will be missed, but this is
not the end and one day we’ll all be
joined together again.”
Prior to his radio career, Pastore
pitched for the Cincinnati Reds
from 1979 to 1985 and the Minnesota Twins in 1986. A line drive to
his pitching elbow brought an early
end to his career.
Shattered no more
A former atheist, Pastore chronicled his journey to faith in his autobiography, “Shattered.”
“He wanted everyone to know
the reality of the soul,” said a posting on the family website. “But,
most of all, how an unpredictable
God can surprise any of us with His
goodness and love when we allow
Him to make beautiful the shattered fragments of our lives.”
In addition to Gina, Pastore is survived by his son, Frank Jr.; daughter,
Christina; one grandchild; and another
grandchild on the way.
Services were planned for Dec.
29 at his home church, Calvary
Chapel Chino Valley. The family
suggests donations to Cross International, Pastore’s favorite charity.

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, Laguna Seca, Monterey • spiritwestcoast.org

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Celebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome)
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714)
622-4002

Hello, My name is John Dillon, founder of American Missionary
Ministries. As our name implies, our focus is people in the
United States. There are many hurting, needy and lost.
For 10 years, I have carried a 10-foot, 120-pound
wooden Cross on the streets of America. As a
result, we have helped people in need and we
have seen many come to know our Savior.
The goal of this ad is to introduce you to an “on the streets
ministry” and to ask you to support our outreach. We are
a licensed, non-proﬁt, 501(c)3 corporation. In addition
to money, we accept cars, trucks, boats, airplanes, and
property.

Check our website,
Cross4America.
org (like us, it is a work
in progess). Our email
is amm11@gmx. com or
please give me a call
at 858-442-0259.
God Bless You and
God Bless America.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCHES FOR RENT

EDUCATION

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Beautiful

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

Charles G. Finney at

CHURCH SPACE

www.charlesgﬁnney.com

available in Anaheim

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

Seats 150

ATTORNEYS

FOR SALE
Single wall crypt. The value is $7,500. There will
be a discount, just call to find out. Must see to
appreciate. (714) 818-7298.
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HELP WANTED
Assure Pregnancy Clinic seeking bi-lingual (Spanish) Registered Nurse, 20 hours per week for pro-life
clinic opening in Fontana. OB experience preferred.
Call (909) 621-4800 or submit resume to: info@
assurepregnancy.org.

(714) 402-4770

CHURCH SPACE
AVAILABLE

LCSW or MFT needed for busy counseling center
in El Centro, 2 hrs east of San Diego. Call Jim
Shinn, LCSW (760) 353-5059 or email at shinnjc@
sbcglobal.net.

Church space for lease. Seats 110 max. Morning
service available, 8-11am weekdays. Also has
prot. screen, sound system, youth room, kids
room and nursery. Call (949) 855-0233. Irvine
Spectrum Arena.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Professional recording studio for free music and
singing, only cost is the cost of the engineer to
record. Call Ps. Kim (949) 514-4346.

CHURCHES FOR SALE
BOOKS
Giant discount Christian book sale! www.
jesuspeopleinfo.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Business Opportunity part-time. Need assistance
in my business. 10-15 hours per week. Potential
income $1000-2000 per month. Not a job. Call for
interview. (714) 838-0478.

CHURCHES FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT

Religious sites for sale in Colton, San Bernardino,
Fontana, Yucca Valley. Available for shared use
beautiful church in East Whittier. Churches wanted
near Garden Grove, Santa Ana, La Puente, Norwalk,
Whittier, West LA others. Check our web site www.
churchwanted.com for current info regarding churches for sale or lease. Free consultation regarding
your church value, potential share of your building,
relocation needs. Call (213) 999-9939 or email
churchrealtor@gmail.com. If you’re a church, we
can help. 30+ years of experience. Members of CA
and National Assoc. of Realtors DRE#00713881.

Tustin Ranch. Large room. Nice house. Gated, freeways, W/D, pool, Jacuzzi. $490+utilities. Pictures:
john316.atwebpages.com. (714) 730-6958. Steve.
Anaheim men, furnished, employed, references,
10% utilities. From $95/week. kovatchp@aol.com.

SERVICES
Bookkeeping - Payroll - Taxes. Since 1991. South
OC Areas. Free Consultation. Call Laura (949)
800-6743.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, member
of National and California Association of Realtors.
Need help? Call Western Brokerage at (909) 8222923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.
Speed-Dating Events for Christians at lively restaurant venues. 1-2 hours total. Events for all ages!
Visit us at: www.christianspeedmatch.com.

DISC JOCKEYS
Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

Church Space Available
Beautiful award-winning
landscaping, near 91 and 57
freeways in Anaheim.
Sanctuary, classrooms, hall,
commercial kitchen, on site
parking, 3 acres,
— Call today –
714-776-0960, 714-458-2283,
www.fcca.org
+LVWRULF*ULIÀWK+RXVHDW)DFHERRN

VACATION RENTALS

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

Visit us online at www.christianexaminer.com
Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
Subscription Order Form
$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly
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UC Berkeley club
protests action against
The Salvation Army
Christian Examiner staff report
BERKELEY — Members of Young
Americans for Liberty at the University
of California, Berkeley held a fundraising protest Dec. 13 in the school’s
Sproul Plaza to counter a proposal by
the student government to ban The
Salvation Army from campus.
The action came after the school’s
Associated Students considered SB
175, a resolution “To Oppose the
Discriminatory Practices of The Salvation Army and End the Presence of
its Donation Containers on the UC
Berkeley Campus.”
Authored by student Matthew Enger,
the bill would ban Salvation Army
donation boxes on campus, replacing
them with “another non-discriminatory
charitable organization.”
The resolution included several
whereas statements, saying:
“Cal is home to students of a multitude of backgrounds, including queer
students, who may take offense to
the presence of collection containers
operated by a discriminatory religious
organization in their places of living.”
And: “Students may not be aware that
their donations to The Salvation Army
may be used in part to hire lobbyists to
oppose sexual orientation and gender
identity non-discrimination laws.”
The bill, now under consideration
by university officials, included a list
of incidents in which the nonprofit is
accused of discriminating against the
gay and lesbian community, prompting
a Salvation Army spokeswoman to say
the resolution was based on Internet
rumors.

“The notion that we require those
we help to ‘accept and abide by the
Salvation Army’s doctrine and discipline which excludes homosexuality’ to
receive assistance is totally false,” Kathy
Lovin said in a news release.
“Everyone at Cal should be embarrassed that our student government decided to open the holiday
season by attacking a charity like
The Salvation Army,” said Nils Gilbertson, president of the Berkeley
Young Americans for Liberty chapter “It is very sad that the ASUC
thinks they can promote fairness
or equality by being unfair and preventing volunteers from addressing
economic inequality.”
Numerous published reports indicated that the Salvation Army’s iconic
Red Kettles could also be banned if
university administrators adopt the
proposed policy, although they were
not addressed in the resolution. About
70 percent of the funds The Salvation
Army receives comes from its international Red Kettle program.
“The Salvation Army does so
much good in our community and
around the country,” said Gilbertson, a junior majoring in political
science. “People of all faiths and
backgrounds can appreciate good
deeds, no matter the beliefs of
those who do them.”
The Young Americans chapter was
established at UC Berkeley in the fall
and is one of 300 nationwide. The mission of Young Americans for Liberty is
to train, mobilize and educate students
toward support for individual liberty
and the U.S. Constitution.
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American pastor imprisoned
for his faith while visiting Iran
Christian Examiner report
TEHRAN, Iran — A 32-year-old
Iranian pastor, a U.S. citizen and a
Christian convert from Islam, has
been imprisoned without notice of
any formal charges while visiting
his family in Iran.
The American Center for Law
and Justice is representing Saeed
Abedini, who was arrested in September and then charged for
threatening the national security
of Iran and espionage, due to his
involvement with Christian house
churches and foreign Christian satellite TV ministries.
ACLJ is calling on the international community, the U.S. State
Department, Congress and the
United Nations to demand Pastor
Abedini’s release.
According to Fox News, this was
Abedini’s ninth trip since 2009 to visit
family and to continue his humanitarian work on developing a non-sectarian
orphanage in the city of Rasht on a
family-owned land plot.
Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, told
Fox News that her husband converted at the age of 20, after becoming severely depressed from undergoing suicide bomber training by a
radical Muslim group.
Abedini, 32, was granted U.S. citizenship in 2010. He and his wife,
Naghmeh, have two children, a 6year-old daughter and 4-year-old
son.
In 2008, Abedini became an ordained minister with the American
Evangelistic Association. Naghmeh
and the children reside in the west-

Pastor Saaed Abedini and his wife Naghmeh have two children, a 6-year-old daughter
and 4-year-old son. Abedini converted to Christianity after becoming severely
depressed from undergoing suicide bomber training by a radical Muslim group.

ern United States.
Although the Iranian government does not recognize his U.S.
citizenship, for three years Abedini
traveled freely back and forth between the U.S. and Iran—until this
fall when he was put under house
arrest.
Abedini is being held in solitary
confinement and could possibly
face the death penalty.
In a recent letter to his family
from prison, Abedini wrote the following:
“Prison is a test of faith. I was always worried that the storms of this life

would break the ship of faith, but when
you stand in the steadfast ship of faith,
the storms are like a nice breeze. Nothing
can break the ship of faith. These walls
have created more fervor for me to love
others through sharing the Gospel, but
more than that, the walls have deepened
my love for my Savior. I feel the prayers
of all who are praying for me. I hope to
one day meet each one of them face to
face and embrace them in my arms.”
For more information on the
case and to sign a petition to the
U.S. State Dept. to take action
on Abedina’s behalf, visit www.
aclj.org.
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Celebrate
Life.

40 years…
50 million never had a chance to live.
January 20, 2013 is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is a day to celebrate the intrinsic value of all human life. This important day also
provides an opportunity to learn about the work local pregnancy centers do to bring life-afﬁrming resources to their
communities and to empower women and men to choose life for their unborn children.
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is held on the Sunday in January that falls closest to the day on which the Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton decisions were handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court on January 22, 1973.

YOU CAN HELP SAVE A LIFE BY SUPPORTING THESE PRO-LIFE MINISTRIES
Birth Choice Health Clinics

Birth Choice Health Clinics

Living Well Pregnancy Centers

92 Argonaut, Ste. 205, Aliso Viejo 92656
949-273-5042
www.bchcdonor.org

28201 Marguerite Pkwy., Ste. 13, Mission Viejo 92692
949-382-1504
www.birthchoice.com

2010 N. Tustin St., Ste. D, Orange 92865
714-637-9664
www.living-wells.org

Birth Choice Health Clinics

Harbor Pregnancy Center

Pregnancy Resource Center

1215 E. Chapman Ave., Orange 92866
714-516-9045
www.birthchoice.com

705 W. Paciﬁc Coast Hwy., Wilmington 90744
310-518-4135

416 Avenida de la Estrella, San Clemente 92672
949-218-5777
www.sanclementepregnancy.com

Horizon Pregnancy Clinic
Birth Choice Health Clinics
2001-D E. Orangethorpe Ave., Ste. D, Placentia 92870
714-442-2494
www.birthchoice.com

15061 Springdale St., Ste. 109, Huntington Beach 92649
714-897-7500
www.horizonpc.org

Santa Ana Life Center
1106 E. 17th St., Ste. C, Santa Ana 92701
714-541-5005

Life Center of Stanton
8100 Chapman Ave., Stanton 90680
714-835-5433
This public service message underwritten by Trinity Worldwide Reprographics

