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Miracle of Birth
Church’s ‘Presentation Sunday’ proves
to be fertile ground for infertile couples
By Gail Wood
CEDAR PARK — Each year,
women who have been told by
doctors they’d never be mothers come for prayer, seeking a
miracle.
After years of failed medical
intervention or after years of
miscarriages, couples desperate
for help come to Cedar Park Assembly of God in Bothell for an
annual prayer.
Twenty-three years ago, Pastor
Joe Fuiten began setting aside
the last Sunday of January as a
prayer service for couples who
want children but are having
trouble conceiving.
A most unexpected thing has
happened. Over 550 babies have Annual prayer service at Cedar Park Assembly of God on the last Sunday of
been born, with over 50 births January is resulting in answered prayers—and newborn babies—for many
sometimes occurring in one year. couples who had experienced difficulty in becoming pregnant.
“People say it could just be a
ing for prayer. Another talked old age of 37.”
coincidence, but I have observed
Desperate, Schmunk and her
that the more I pray the more co- about five miscarriages. Another
incidences I have,” Fuiten said. talked about a doctor telling her husband went to Presentation
“You know, when you have hun- “no egg, no baby.” All had babies Sunday for prayer. Within four
months, the impossible hapdreds, you say, ‘Well, it’s a coinci- within a year after prayer.
“I’ve wondered what a miracle pened.
dence of great regularity.’”
“I was pregnant,” Schmunk
Each year at the special prayer looks like,” Fuiten said at one
service called “Presentation Sun- prayer service, holding a baby in said. “And this time I remained
pregnant.”
day,” women stand, holding their his arms.
A doctor told Leslie Schmunk
Over the years, Fuiten said some
newborn miracles in their arms,
she’d never have a child. After of the babies arrive miraculously,
and give their testimonies.
One woman who never thought years of miscarriages and failed some with the aid of fertility treatshe’d be a mother talked about medical attempts at fertilization, ment and some by adoption.
the $40,000 she spent on medical Schmunk discovered she was behelp to have a child before com- ginning menopause at the “ripe
See BABIES, page 3

Navy veteran Mike Schindler and his family have personal experience with the
challenges military families face.

Operation Military
Family equips churches
to minister to veterans
By Elizabeth Griffin
EDMONDS — With the last of
the United States’ military troops
being withdrawn from Iraq and
10,000 troops leaving Afghanistan
by the end of 2011, continuing
drawdowns by the military provide plenty of veterans for Michael
Schindler, founder of Operation
Military Family (OMF), to help.
“With another set of troops needing to be shed from the payroll in
the coming years, it’s going to be
more selective to get into the service and harder to stay in because
they will not be promoting as
many,” Schindler said, adding that
one of his acquaintances was recently let go from the military after
19 years, just one year short of get-

ting a pension package.
“We are going to see more and
more of this happening,” he said.
The result will be an increase in
the problems that already plague
veterans, including unemployment, underemployment, poverty,
domestic violence, divorce, homelessness and suicide.
In addition, Schindler said veterans returning from the current war
in Iraq and Afghanistan often have
combat wounds, traumatic brain injury, post-traumatic stress disorder,
significant family readjustment issues, depression, alcohol and substance abuse, military sexual trauma and incarceration.
Schindler and his wife founded
See VETERANS, page 3

Board with history
Constitution game is unique — and fun — learning tool
By Lori Arnold
TEMECULA, Calif. — Dave and
Pam Barret spent the better part
of a year plopping Post-It Notes on
their bedroom wall as the multicolored squares came to symbolize
their great passion and love.
No, the Barrets are not newlyweds—far from it. Married 33 years,
they are the parents of five collegeeducated children. Although still
in love and passionate about each
other, the Post-Its represented another great infatuation: their affection for the U.S. Constitution.
The couple, both educators, used
the popular office supply to help
cultivate questions and answers for
“Constitution Quest,” their new
board game.
“Literacy has always been our
passion,” said Pam Barret, a former

National Right to Read Foundation
Teacher of the Year who is now a
teacher-training consultant. “It’s
now spilling over to constitutional
literacy.
“We’ve always created games to
help our students learn. Games are
engaging.”
The homemade games proved
to be especially helpful to her husband Dave, who is a high school
special education teacher.
“It’s amazing how much people
don’t understand,” she said about
one of America’s most defining
documents. “It’s the most precious
document because it preserves our
heritage in this nation.”
Her assessment appeared to be
backed up by the January 2011 results of the annual Intercollegiate
Studies Institute’s civics test. The
test randomly surveys more than

Creators of the Constitution Quest game took care to be sure the game board
reflected the classic tones of the 18th century. The game is designed to educate
youth and adults on the U.S. Constitution.

30,000 Americans, most of them
college educated. The survey also
included 165 respondents who indicated they had been “successfully
elected to government office at
least once in their life.”
The survey project, launched
six years ago, asks 33 basic civics
questions—10 related to the U.S.
Constitution—and includes some
culled from the national Citizenship Exam.
The 2011 survey showed that the
average score on the test was just 49
percent, while the elected officials
fared even worse with an average
score of 44 percent.
Among some of the findings
were:
• Only 49 percent of elected officials could name all three branches
See GAME, page 6
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Salvation Army’s red kettle program falls short of goal
By Gail Wood
OLYMPIA — Each Christmas for
the past 121 years, the Salvation
Army bell ringers have stood in
front of a store or on a street corner, collecting donations.
This Christmas season, with unemployment hovering around nine
percent, more people were turning
to the Salvation Army for help. But
donations were down slightly from
the previous year.
“They’re not desperately low, but
they are lower than last year and
the year before,” said Jeannie McConnell, Salvation Army business
administrator in Olympia. “The last
two years there’s been a decline.”
McConnell anticipated donations would fall short of the goal of
$189,000 in the Olympia area. They
exceeded that the past two years.
“But we knew the economy
wasn’t doing well, so we didn’t budget for any more than the $189,000
this year,” McConnell said.
The Red Kettle Fundraiser, which
began in 1891 in San Francisco, relies on volunteers to be bell ringers.

But each year there are not enough
volunteers, so McConnell hires
people, paying them the minimum
wage of $8.65.
Paying wages for bell ringers raises the fundraiser’s overhead, but
McConnell said there is a positive
side to it. They’re also providing
work.
McConnell said there are 33 locations for bell ringers in the Olympia area and an estimated 20,000
kettle positions across the country.
Some locations have two bell ringers, covering two entrance areas
to stores like Fred Meyer and WalMart. McConnell wasn’t sure of
the exact number of volunteer bell
ringers in Olympia, but she knew
there were more who were hired
than volunteered.
How each red kettle is doing at
each location is tracked and reported.
“The kettle workers that aren’t
making enough to make it worth
having them there we quit working
there,” McConnell said. “We try to
watch what’s the time of day at a
location. Some stores do better at

The Salvation Army is well known for its Christmas season bell ringers who stand
outside grocery stores collecting donations for their red kettle program. They
have been doing it for more than 120 years.

specific hours.”
Stephen White and Sharon Hanson are bell ringers again this year,
ringing the bell nearly every day from
Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve. They
both know how much help Salvation
Army can be. Both of them received
a hand up from the Salvation Army
when they were children. White, as a
young boy growing up in Tacoma, was
homeless with his mother and stayed
at a Salvation Army home.
“We didn’t have anything,” White
said. “It shows that you can get
back on your feet and actually do
things. You can grow from that and
remember those experiences. It’s
awesome.”
Hanson’s reason for being a bell
ringer for the Salvation Army was
simple.
“Because the Salvation Army has
always been there for me,” Sharon
said. “They’ve helped me when I
needed help. I can never return
the favor.”
White, who rings two little bells
with an upbeat musical rhythm as he
stands by the red kettle, said people
are friendly as they pass by him. He
said the response was good.
“People know about the Salvation Army,” White said. “They know
who we are. They know what we
stand for. They usually help out.”
People’s donations that are
stuffed into the red kettle vary in
amounts from $1 to a $100.
“If they can help out, they do,”
White said.
The red kettle drive brings in
about half of the yearly fundraiser
budget for Salvation Army. Nationwide, the red kettle program is expected to raise over $90 million.
To simplify contributions, some
bell ringers are set up to accept
credit-card donations, catching
maybe a willing but cashless contributor. To help cut overhead, 14
states in the past went with mechanized bell ringers.
In Olympia, volunteer groups donated money to pay for hired bell
ringers, keeping the overhead cost
down.
McConnell said the money
Christmas shoppers donate helps
fund several Salvation Army programs. It helps fund an emergency
shelter, which provides housing for
the homeless during freezing wintery weather. It also goes to extensive service assistance from rent to
utility, including gas vouchers and
even prescriptions.
“We do a lot of assistance on referrals,” McConnell said.
Each year about 87 percent of
the money raised in the red kettle
program goes to service programs.
The tradition of the bell ringer
for Salvation Army began in 1891
in San Francisco.
“They were trying to feed the
homeless and hungry in the San
Francisco area,” McConnell said.
“They didn’t have enough money
for the food. Finally, the officer
there said to his wife, ‘Why don’t
you give me that big soup pot, and
we’re going to put it out and see if
we can’t raise some money.’”
They put the kettle out and people put money into it.
“That’s how it started,” McConnell said. “It became a tradition.”
The Salvation Army opened a
church in Olympia in 1889 and
has maintained a presence there
ever since. The shelter building
was remodeled in 1989, 100 years
after Salvation Army first arrived in
Olympia, and the present church
was built in 2000.
For more information, visit www.
salvationarmyusa.org.
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VETERANS…
Continued from page 1
OMF in 2006 to strengthen military
families. Now with a staff of seven,
the organization holds seminars to
prepare married couples for deployment and to help them with
readjustment upon its completion.
With budget cuts reducing the
number of personnel that serve
veterans, the state of Washington
approached Schindler in October
2010 and asked for his assistance
with leveraging technology to meet
the growing needs of those leaving the military and readjusting
to civilian life. OMF responded by
creating the Veterans Assistance
Proprietary Program (VAPP), a
mobile application that matches
the profile of each veteran with the
resources they need.
“Many in the military are leaving active duty and going into veteran status, and they kind of drop
off the grid,” said Schindler. “With
VAPP we can match their profile
to the right services more quickly,
based on their need and location,
so this doesn’t happen. We have
spent the last nine months in focus
groups with therapists and service
men and women to find out what
the gaps are, in order to fill them.”
In 2011, OMF worked with
1,400 couples in the military and
published the second edition of
Schindler’s book, “Operation Military Family,” which includes testimonies from military families,
information about what to expect
with deployment and how to reintegrate as a couple and family after
the service member returns home,
and resources to access for help.
The organization plans to hold
between six and eight workshops
in 2012, primarily through faith
communities throughout the nation. To increase the efficacy of the
work, they have partnered with an
organization called The C4 Group.
The C4 Group was launched in
2005 by Monte Hipp. Located in
Issaquah, Wash., and Washington,
D.C., its goal is to bring together
what Hipp believes to be the four
key solution providers in society—
government, education, corporations and faith communities—to
meet people’s needs.
Hipp sees an ideal opportunity
for effective ministry to military
families in the collaboration of
OMF and the local church.
“The faith community is an interest-

NW

ing organization because no matter
its size, it is in every community. It
represents the largest volunteer base on
the planet. Within that, there are some
great opportunities for organizations
like Operation Military Family,” Hipp
said. “When you can address an issue
that is national in scope and local in
concern, you have a great opportunity
to have an impact. Veterans live everywhere in our society, and families are
being impacted by veterans and their
work everywhere in our nation. They
have very specific needs.”
The C4 Group’s goal is to help OMF
engage with the faith community to
meet these needs. OMF will teach
church members about the unique
needs of returning veterans and their
families, the language of the military
culture and ways to build relationships
with military families. The C4 Group
will streamline and improve upon what
OMF does by providing demographic
studies, assessing the current programs
of OMF and adjusting those programs
to improve the training they provide.
“The way we’re working with OMF
is an intensive 90-day engagement
with them to help them position in
the community and integrate with the
other solution providers. OMF will then
have the tools to work alongside their
new partners that care about veterans,”
Hipp said.
OMF and C4 are developing a
care strategy plan to equip, mentor
and support churches as they minister to veterans and their families.
“Sometimes
churches
rally
around an event, and often veterans will not go to an event, but
they will respond to a relationship,”
Schindler said. “Veterans want to
get involved in something that matters—that has meaning. They have
just volunteered to go over and risk
their lives for the country, and they
want to make it count. That’s why
they often struggle with jobs when
they return, because they feel like,
‘What? My life has come to this?’”
Schindler sees the current military
drawdowns as a great opportunity for
the church to embrace those reentering civilian life. He would like to see
the faith community create an internal
network of relationship. “We like to
go someplace where people know our
name. Veterans want authenticity,” he
said. “If a church is authentic, they
will find a loyal member in a veteran.”
For more information on Operation
Military Families, visit www.
operationmilitaryfamily.com or call
1-877-516-8323.
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Twenty-three years ago, Cedar Park Assembly of God Pastor Joe Fuiten began setting aside the last Sunday of January as a
prayer service for couples who want children but are having trouble conceiving.

BABIES…
Continued from page 1
“But all are in response to
prayer,” Fuiten said. “I’ve learned
what a tremendous community
need there is with the high rates of
infertility. We’ve learned that a service like this is often the end of the
road for couples.”
The Cedar Park pastor said there
are no promises or guarantees. But
he said, “We offer our prayers to
any couple who desires.”
The yearly service has become a
pilgrimage site for infertile couples.
As the special service drew additional media attention, showing up in
Women’s Day, Extra, Inside Edition
and the Charles Osgood Report,
couples from across country began
showing up.
“When you’re holding a baby in
your arms, the skeptic tends to slink
away,” Fuiten said.
Christy Haugo was distraught when
a doctor told her “no egg, no baby.”
Since Haugo wasn’t ovulating, she was
told she was not going to get pregnant
without medical help. But the Haugos
weren’t ready for that.
“My husband and I felt that God
wanted us to wait for Him to work a

miracle,” Christy said.
They’ve gone forward twice for
prayer on Presentation Sunday and
have given birth to two daughters.
Scott and Chrystall Fredrickson had
tried unsuccessfully for years to have a
baby, enduring numerous miscarriages.
“If we could make it past the first
trimester, we were only given a 50
percent chance of having a normal,
healthy baby,” Chrystal said.
Both Scott and Chrystall attend
Cedar Park and were unable to attend a Presentation Sunday service
for prayer because they were working
in the children’s church service. But
they knew friends were praying for
them. Less than six months later they
were pregnant again and this time had
a healthy boy, Michael.
“We believe that God heard the
prayers of our hearts that day,”
Chrystall said.
On the last Sunday in January
1989, Fuiten first asked for couples
struggling to have children to come
forward for prayer.
“It was totally spontaneous,”
Fuiten said.
He was spurred by several things.
That week he had read a medical
report about the high rate of infertility among couples. He had also
read how Jesus was brought to the

temple by his parents 40 days after
his birth. Prompted by the Holy
Spirit, Fuiten offered prayer.
Two couples, braving public attention, came forward and one had
a baby about nine months later.
“That was enough to make you
go, ‘hmmm,’” Fuiten said.
So, Fuiten continued the special
prayer on the last Sunday of every
January, about 40 days after Christmas. Each year couples coming forward for prayer were having children. By 2000, 80 babies had been
born. By 2005, the total count was
at 284, with 47 babies being born
the previous year.
Eventually, Fuiten, drawing over
150 couples to a service and unable
to handle the large turnouts, asked
neighboring churches to help, and
at one point over 20 Seattle churches held similar services.
When couples come forward for
prayer, Fuiten prays for a healing
and for a blessing for both inner
peace and a peace in the marriage.
He understands the heartache, the
sense of worthlessness that the couples bring to the service.
“I know that many people will
not have miracle babies, but I’d like
for every person to have the peace
of God,” Fuiten said.
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The Imago Dei and liberalism: One needs the other
Is modern liberalism sawing off
the branch it’s sitting on?
You’ve heard me say this before
on BreakPoint, and it’s a point I will
keep coming back to. The concepts
of human rights and liberty as we
know them can all be traced back
to one history-changing idea; an
idea that began with God’s revelation to the Jews and was brought to
the world by the Christian Church.
And that’s the Imago Dei, the
idea that man is made in the image
of God.
In fact, it was the Christian concept of the Imago Dei that conquered pagan Rome. The Christians said that women, slaves,
children, all had eternal value. Talk
about revolutionary!
This belief in the value of every human eventually gave rise to
classic liberalism (which empha-

sizes individual freedom) and to
Western liberal democracy. Even
the great classical liberal philosophers, Locke, Kant, Humboldt, all
acknowledged the West’s indebtedness to Christianity and its principles. It’s no coincidence that the
greatest document of human liberty ever written, the Declaration of
Independence, states that it is selfevident that “all men are created
equal, endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable rights-among these life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”
But somewhere along the line,
modern liberalism lost its way.
Modern liberalism has not only
enshrined individual freedom and
autonomy as the ultimate good, but
it has rejected the Christian foundation on which rights and liberty
rest.

That is self-defeating.
Remember, Christianity, while recognizing the real but
limited authority of
government, always
recognized individual
freedom in the context of community;
and as community
members, individuals
Chuck
had certain responsibilities and live within a defined
moral framework.
When you remove that Christian moral framework as modern
liberalism does, what do you have
left? A situation, as theologian Michael Novak recently explained in
a brilliant Weekly Standard Article,
where “There is no universal moral
law of reason or religion and the

value choices of individuals trump everything.”
That’s exactly the
thinking behind Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy’s
absurd
statement
that “At the heart of
liberty is the right to
define one’s own concept of existence, of
Colson
meaning, of the universe, and of the mystery of human
life.”
That is the natural conclusion of
modern liberalism. My choices become my rights. But it is false. And
it is dangerous. Because who, in the
end, decides between the competing claims of individuals? That’s
right, the state.
And we see it in the news every

day. Religious freedom, just for
example, is being trampled under
the onslaught of new-found individual “rights.” We see it in the gay
“marriage” debate, we see it in the
health care debate, where Christian
medical professionals are forced to
provide services that violate their
religious beliefs.
Folks, here is the point, one that
you have to be able to explain to
others. By rejecting Christianity
and its moral framework, Western
liberal democracies are in grave
peril of collapsing upon themselves. They will no longer be able
to preserve human rights and liberties. What comes next is tyranny.
© 2011 Prison Fellowship.
Reprinted with permission.
“BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is
a radio ministry of Prison Fellowship.

The death of an atheist
mand physical proof
Perhaps not since
of God’s existence,
Madalyn
Murray
as if they could bring
O’Hair and Carl SaGod down and make
gan has there been
Him into their image.
such an “evangelical”
What kind of God
atheist as Christopher
would that be? He
Hitchens, the writer
would be their equal
and social commenand, thus, not God at
tator who died in Deall.
cember after a long
Evidence,
alone,
and public battle with
Cal Thomas
has never moved anyesophageal cancer.
Hitchens railed against those who one from unbelief to faith. If proof
believe in God. While an original were enough, all of the unbelievwriter, and smart, there was nothing ing contemporaries of Jesus (and
original about his unbelief. Such Moses) would have believed in God
views have been expressed since the because of the miracles they perdawn of humanity. They have also formed. Two people presented with
been answered by some of the wisest exactly the same information can
people who have ever lived. There is a respond in opposite ways. Faith is
difference between “smart” and “wise.” not based solely on facts. It is a gift
As that Scripture in which Hitchens from a God who exists.
disbelieved says, “The fear of the Lord
Hitchens wrote a book called
is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs “God is Not Great.” It’s a clever ti9:10).
tle, but how would he have known,
I have always found atheists to be since they had not been properly
interesting people because they just introduced?
may be the world’s smallest minorC.S. Lewis, once an atheist and
ity group, one that gets smaller still thus conversant with the subject,
as its members pass on and meet wrote after his conversion, “I beGod face to face. Still, atheists de- lieve in Christianity as I believe that

Atheists demand physical
proof of God’s existence, as if
they could bring God down and
make Him into their image.
the sun has risen. Not only because
I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
Some people exist, however nervously, believing that this life is all
there is. The late singer Peggy Lee
put the result of such faith this way:
“Is that all there is? If that’s all there
is to life, then let’s break out the
booze and have a ball, if that’s all
there is.”
Why contribute to charity, or perform other good deeds? Without a
source to inspire charity, such acts
are sentimental affectations, devoid
of meaning and purpose. If survival
of the fittest is the rule, let only the
fit survive. That was the sentiment

of Ebenezer Scrooge before his visitation by those three spirits and his
subsequent transformation. Let the
poor and starving die, he said, “...
and decrease the surplus population.” Who is to say such a notion is
wrong without a standard by which
to judge wrong.
To object to God is to create morality from a Gallup Poll. In Gallup
We Trust doesn’t have the same authority.
Hitchens was a gifted writer, but
who gave him the gift? Why was he
not a gifted actor, surgeon or athlete? Why was he not talentless? Was
it an evolutionary accident, which
would mean his gift and his life were

meaningless and merely a “chasing
after the wind”? (See Ecclesiastes)
Apparently he thought so.
An atheist will tell you he doesn’t
need God in order to be good, or
perform good works. Maybe not,
but the very notion of “good” must
have both a definition and a definer. “Only God is good,” said Jesus
(Mark 10:18).
Who is the author of evil? And if
God is nonexistent, why do we call
it evil? Is one person’s evil another
person’s good? Does such a view
lead to ethics that must inevitably
be situational?
Scripture warns, “The fool has
said in his heart ‘there is no God’”
(Psalm 14:1).
There is no joy in the death of
one who had faith that God does
not exist. Hitchens now knows the
truth and that can only be the worst
possible news for him.
As for the atheists still with us,
Christmas has been a reminder
there is still time to believe and receive the ultimate gift.
© 2011 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

There is clear, compelling evidence that abortion is wrong
Abortion is the intentional killing of an unborn child. Is this procedure ever necessary?
A pregnancy begins when the
sperm, which is a cell of the father’s
body, unites with the ovum, a cell of
the mother’s body, and a new human life begins. This individual life
has a unique DNA, or biochemical
identity, different from that of any
other individual.
Conception normally takes place
in the mother’s fallopian tube, and
the newly conceived individual migrates to the uterus and implants
in the uterine tissues. Infrequently,
the implantation takes place in the
fallopian tube. As the implanted
human being grows larger, a point
will be reached at which the tube
will rupture, imperiling the mother’s life. Surgical intervention is
mandatory, and unfortunately the
developing child dies. But this is
not considered an abortion.
There are other medical conditions
that may occur during the mother’s
pregnancy. About these, Dr. C. Everett
Koop, America’s Surgeon General
during President Reagan’s administration, said, “During my 36 years of
pediatric surgery I have never known

of one single instance
where the child has to
be aborted to save the
mother’s life.”
The purpose of abortion is simply to get rid of
an unwanted child, but
rationalizations are common. Many women feel
that adoption is cruel,
and that aborting the
child is more humane.
Donald
Another viewpoint expressed by quite a few unwed mothers
is that lack of money and time for
childcare may result in a neglected and
ill-nourished child who ends up living
on the streets or becoming a criminal.
These mothers feel that the birth may
be a “wrongful life,” and aborting the
child may be preferable. Abortion is
also being used as a family planning
technique. When contraception has
been overlooked or fails, many married
women resort to abortion. Abortion
exists for the mother’s convenience,
not necessity.
How did abortion become legal?
For 100 years prior to 1967, every
state in the union had a law prohibiting termination of pregnancy except to save a mother’s life. But dur-

ing the 1960s, a sexual
revolution took place
at the colleges and
universities of America. So many unwanted
pregnancies occurred
that pressure was put
on state legislators to
liberalize the abortion
laws. In 1967, California and several other
states did so. Then
R. Smith
in 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court handed down the Roe
v. Wade decision, making abortion
legal throughout the United States.
Since that time more than 50 million
unborn babies have been killed by abortion. This is far more human lives than
the entire population of California.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, one out of every three women of
childbearing age has had one or more
abortions. Furthermore, abortion has
become the most frequently performed
surgical procedure in America.
What the Bible says
It is relevant to consider what the
Bible has to say about unborn life.
In Psalm 139, the psalmist David
refers to himself in the womb. He

makes it clear that he was there personally, not as a blob of tissue that
later turned into him. The prophet
Jeremiah wrote that the word of
the Lord came to him saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, before you were born.
I set you apart…” What these texts
make clear is that every child in
the womb is a unique person. The
millions who have been aborted in
America were killed because Roe v.
Wade says that the unborn child is
not fully a person. Thus the child is
not protected by our Constitution,
which states in both the fifth and
the 14th amendments that no person shall be deprived of life without
due process of the laws.
Beyond the personhood question, the Bible has a basic moral
code to which every person must
adhere. A primary commandment
is, “you shall not murder.” What
is murder? In God’s Word it is the
deliberate killing of an innocent
human being. Is abortion deliberate? Is the unborn child innocent?
Need we ask?
What’s wrong with abortion is that
it is murder. Then why does American
law allow it? The answer to this question

comes from the 18th century English
jurist William Blackstone. In his great
work, Commentaries on the English
Law, Blackstone makes clear that all
of a nation’s law must conform to the
biblical standard. By this standard,
abortion in America is ungodly and
perverted.
How to fix it
What will it take to get our nation straightened out? First and
foremost the Church of Jesus Christ
must rise to its proper position. Instead of taking directions from the
state, the church should begin to
exercise its moral authority. The
pulpits of America need to tell the
people that, in God’s eyes, abortion is murder and that the practice
must be completely stopped. Every
Christian must be urged to be involved and join in the work of enacting a Human Life Amendment
to the Constitution. This will stop
abortion forever.
Smith is founder of Crusade
for Life Inc., producer of “The
Silent Scream” film and author of
“Innocent Blood America’s Final
Trial.”
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GAME…
Continued from page 1
of government, compared with 50
percent of the general public.
• Only 46 percent knew that Congress, not the president, has the
power to declare war—54 percent
of the general public knows that.
• Just 15 percent answered correctly that the phrase “wall of
separation” appears in Thomas
Jefferson’s letters—not in the U.S.
Constitution—compared with 19
percent of the general public.
Results of the 2012 survey are expected to be released soon.
Educator apathy
Barret said that while elected officials
fared poorly on the survey, she said
some teachers also have a lackadaisical approach when it comes to the
U.S. Constitution. She said on some
campuses the document is ignored,
even on Sept. 17, Constitution Day.
“It’s disheartening that there are
some teachers who don’t have a passion
for the Constitution,” she said.
So, as they have in the past, the
couple decided to create a boardbased solution. They were assisted
by their oldest son, Joel.
“It seemed natural,” she said.
“We knew we were going to create
games in our retirement, we just
did it sooner.”
So two years ago, they started formulating the questions.
“We wrote questions on colored
sticky notes all over our bedroom
wall,” she said. “Kids may not sit
down and read or study the Constitution, but they will play a game.”
After developing 223 game cards,
the couple then sketched out the game
board that included corner images
highlighting the U.S. Supreme Court,
the White House, U.S. Congress and
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Independence Hall. They handed off
the sketches to a graphic designer
with instructions to create a package
that boasted the richness of the parchment era.
“We wanted it to reflect the classic look of the document,” she said.
In keeping with the authenticity
of the 18th century, the game’s play
pieces feature 10 of the 39 signers
of the Constitution.
“Instead of a star or a shoe, we
have a picture of one of the document’s signers,” Barret said. “Hopefully this will encourage players to
learn more about these individuals
and how much they sacrificed.”
The game, she added, includes
an element of chance with multiple
choice so novices can play.
“The game is really the basis (of)
the actual Constitution,” she said.
To add another dimension to the
game, the Barrets included what
they call “distracter cards.”
“Then there can be debates on
how people feel about the issues
but not before you know the correct answers,” she said. “They don’t
know the text. We feel we have
made the text accessible in a fun
and engaging way. Then people are
digging deeper.”
Good reviews
By December 2010, the couple
was field testing the game with
Christian families.
“They loved it,” she said. “They
gave us their input. We took it to
heart and made a few changes.”
In April the game was shrink
wrapped and ready for retail.
The original market for the game
was homeschool families looking for
ways to incorporate civics into their
lessons. Since then other markets have
emerged, including grandparents,
numerous chapters of the Daughters
of the American Revolution and
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A group of teenagers tries out the new “Constitution Quest” board game.

immigrants preparing to take their
citizenship exam. Three presidential libraries—The James Madison
Research Library and Information
Center, the Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum, and The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Foundation & Library—
carry the game in their stores. It is
also available on the online store of
Christian Freedom International. It’s
been featured on numerous blogs and
The Old Schoolhouse Magazine.
Heralding heritage
Barret said she believes the game
provides a vital educational opportunity for Americans, especially
Christians who are losing more and
more of their religious freedoms as
atheists and others push to stymie
the public expression of faith.

“You can see what is happening
now and the influence they have on
the culture,” she said. “We feel our
game is a wonderful place to start.”
A social studies department at one
school has purchased numerous copies
so that entire classrooms can play at the
same time, and one student credited
the game with helping her to pass her
AP government exam.
“Kids were asking her how she
knew so much about the government,” Barret said.
The game retails on their website for $49.95, which reflects the
Barrets’ decision to have the game
printed and produced in the United States. Local photographers and
printers manufactured most of the
game’s elements.
“If a family of four goes out to din-

ner, they can easily blow $50,” she said.
Even now they are doing the
groundwork for a second printing.
“We are excited,” she said. “If you
think that a year ago we were field
testing it and 1,400 games are now
out there, for us, it is quite amazing. We are just a mom and pop.
We took an idea and decided to
run with it on that entrepreneurial
stage and just go with it.”
“We are convinced if we lose our
constitutional literacy we are in
danger of losing the Republic as
we know it. It’s going to be a thing
of the past, and it’s going to be because of ignorance.”
For more information on the
game, visit www.constitutionquest.
com.
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2011: The Year In Review
The tumultuous beginning of
2011 was brought on by natural
disasters and political unrest.
Massive blizzards, tornados, earthquakes and a tsunami rocked the
world and the United States while
powerful regimes in the Middle
East began crumbling in defeat
to protestors.
Congress begins session
with renewed focus
When the U.S. House of Representatives launched the 112th
session of Congress Jan. 6, 2011,
it began with a recitation of the
U.S. Constitution. It was—amazingly, to some—the first time the
document had ever been read in
its entirety on the House floor.
In some ways this reading
proved to be a metaphor for the
year 2011, though of course it’s
a metaphor that could be interpreted in at least two ways: Will
2011 be seen as a year in which
the country returned to first principles or one in which we discovered that such efforts were too
little, too late?
Economic woes
Economic recovery remained
the top story both in the news and
in the minds of most Americans.
With less than an hour to go before a midnight deadline on April
8, Washington’s top political leaders announced a budget deal,
averting the federal government’s
first shutdown in 15 years. Senate
Democrats and House Republicans had agreed to fund the government for the rest of the fiscal
year while making about $39 billion in additional spending cuts.

But these cuts were not
enough—not by a long shot. By
the year’s end, we had seen debtceiling fights and the creation of
a super-committee charged with
making lasting cuts to the budget,
which had ballooned in the past
three years. The super-committee
failed to reach an agreement on
spending reductions, so automatic cuts imposed by the legislation
to raise the debt ceiling kicked in.

edy, saying, “In the words of Job,
‘when I looked for light, then
came darkness.’ Bad things happen, and we must guard against
simple explanations in the aftermath.”
During his 34-minute speech,
the president asked Americans
not to turn on each other, saying,
“At a time when our discourse has
become so sharply polarized—at
a time when we are far too eager
to lay the blame for all that ails
the world at the feet of those who
think differently than we do—it’s
important for us to pause for a
moment and make sure that we
are talking with each other in
a way that heals, not a way that
wounds.”

Tragedy hits Arizona
Congresswoman
On January 8, an assassin left
six people dead and 14, including U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords,
wounded, in Tucson, Ariz. On
this occasion, President Obama
gave a speech that will likely be
remembered long after his State Roe v. Wade 38 years later
of the Union Address is forgotSince 1973’s Roe v. Wade deten.
cision that legalized abortion,
He began his speech with there have been over 50 million
words of mourning and remem- unborn children who have died.
brance from the Psalms for the In the past nearly 39 years since
six
people
January 22, 1973, increases in
who lost their
scientific understanding of
lives in the
abortion and fetal developincident—
ment have brought about sigJudge John
nificant changes in the aborRoll, Dorothy
tion debate.
Morris, PhylSupport for the pro-life
lis Schneck,
cause has continued to grow.
Dorwan StodThe largest pro-life congressiodard, Gabe
nal class since Roe v. Wade had
Zimmerman
just taken office in the House,
and Christina Rep. Gabrielle Giffords and state legislatures were
passing scores of pro-life laws.
Taylor Green.
The pro-life movement
He then encouraged prayers for the quick needed its new political power
in 2011. The maker of the Plan B
recovery of the wounded.
Obama also used Scripture morning-after pill asked the Food
to help address the national de- and Drug Administration (FDA)
bate about the cause of the trag- to allow girls as young as 11 to be
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Pro-life leader Lila Rose, who has
made headlines for her undercover
videos of Planned Parenthood
abortion clinics, speaks in front of a
D.C. Planned Parenthood clinic while
calling for Congress to defund the
organization.

able to buy it without a prescription. Girls who are younger than
17 currently need a prescription.
The morning-after pill is given to
women within 72 hours of sexual
intercourse to prevent pregnancy. The pill contains high concentrations of the hormones found
in oral contraceptives and may
cause an early abortion. The FDA
approved the request. It took
political pressure by pro-lifers to
get the Obama Administration to
override the FDA recommendation.
Pro-life
Congressmen
attempted to defund Planned Parenthood. That effort—which
resulted in a vote on April 14—
ultimately failed, but it did put
every member of Congress on
the record as being for or against
the move. Life advocates are also
calling on lawmakers to include
four pro-life amendments in new
spending bills. They would, in
addition to defunding Planned
Parenthood, reinstate the Mexico
City Policy, which prevents federal

funds from going to international
groups that promote or perform
abortions. They would also defund the U.N. Population Fund
and stop government-funded
abortions in Washington, D.C.
At the March for Life held in
Washington, D.C., Jan. 22, Rep.
Mike Pence, R-Ind., directed a
word of caution to Congress and
perhaps to his own Republican
leadership: “Amidst these struggles
some would have us focus on jobs
and spending. Those who would
ignore the battle of life have forgotten history. . . . A nation that will
not stand for life will not stand for
long. You know there can be no
lasting prosperity without a moral
foundation in law.”
American missionaries killed
A Seattle couple was shot and
killed February 22 by Somali pirates who hijacked their yacht off
the coast of Africa. A Southern
California couple with whom they
were traveling was also gunned
down.
Killed in
the attack
were Phyllis
Macay and
Robert RigPhyllis Macay and
gle of SeatRobert Riggle
tle and their
friends Scott and Jean Adams from
Marina Del Ray, Calif.
The Adams had been traveling
the globe distributing Bibles provided to them by the American Bible and International Bible societies. The mission statement on their
website had said their passion was
See 2011, next page
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2011…
Continued from last page
to “allow the power of the Word to
transform lives.”
Since 2004, they had logged
more than 60,000 nautical miles in
their quest to deliver Bibles around
the world.
Storms, tornados,
earthquakes and a tsunami
A series of snowstorms and blizzards took their toll from the East
Coast to the Midwest. New York City
had the second snowiest month on
record with 36 inches in January.
The East Coast was hit with a massive blizzard at the beginning of
February, shutting down cities from
Chicago to Dallas. The storms left
36 people dead and nearly $4 billion in damages.
In March, a catastrophic 9.0 earth-

GROWING TREES PHOTOGRAPHY

A broken and battered stained glass
window symbolized the destruction of
the Stained Glass Theatre in the May
22 tornado that hit Joplin, Mo.

quake hit Japan causing a crushing
tsunami, which triggered a nuclear
crisis, setting off radiation scares across
the Pacific Ocean to the coast of California. The disaster left nearly 20,000
people dead or missing, according to
the Japanese government, and more
than $220 billion in damage.
At the end of April a series of
powerful tornados broke out across
the Northeast, South and Midwest
leaving hundreds dead and injured.
A month later a tornado, nearly
three-quarters of a mile wide, destroyed much of Joplin, Mo. It was
the deadliest tornado in more than
a half of a century.
An earthquake shook up Washington, D.C., on Aug. 23. It was the
largest earthquake to hit the East
Coast since 1944. The 5.8-magnitude quake with an epicenter located only about 84 miles from Washington rattled thousands of workers
out of their office buildings.
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Persecution rises
around the world
Pakistan’s only cabinet-level
Christian, who openly criticized
his nation’s “blasphemy” laws, was
assassinated March 2. Shahbaz
Bhatti was the federal minister for
minority affairs, who defended the
rights of persecuted Christians in
Pakistan. In an
interview with
BBC prior to
his death, Bhatti
had said he was
“ready to die
for a cause” as a
Christian.
Shahbaz Bhatti
Voice of the
Martyrs launched the “Call for
Mercy Campaign” in an effort to
raise awareness and petition the
Pakistani government to release
Asia Bibi from her prison cell. Bibi,
a 45-year-old mother, was convicted
of blasphemy and sentenced to

death by hanging. She has been imprisoned for more than two years.
Punjab Governor Salman Taseer
was killed after calling for a pardon
for Bibi and changes to the blasphemy law in Pakistan. He was shot
26 times by a bodyguard on Jan. 4.
At least 12 people were killed
and more than 200 were wounded
when members of a conservative
Muslim movement attacked two
churches and surrounding Christian-owned homes and businesses
in a poor section of Cairo on May
7. Salifis, a hard-line Islamic movement with extremist tendencies, set
fire to one of the two church buildings, leaving most of it gutted. The
event was one of several against
Christians that came in the midst
or aftermath of so-called “Arab
Spring” uprisings.
Youcef Nadarkhani, an Iranian
See REVIEW, next page
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REVIEW…
Continued from last page
Christian pastor, who was arrested
and sentenced to death by hanging in 2010 for apostasy was dealt
more setbacks in his appeals this
past year. In June, the Iranian Supreme Court upheld his conviction
for apostasy that came with a death
sentence, but the court asked for
a re-examination of Nadarkhani’s
case to determine if he was a Muslim before he converted to Christianity at 19.
During the re-examination,
Nadarkhani was given three opportunities to recant his faith in order
to have the charges rescinded but
he refused.
The court determined that
Nadarkhani was a Muslim when he
embraced Christianity since he was
born in a Muslim family, and his
case was referred to the ayatollah.
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton issued a statement Dec.
9 calling for Nadarkhani and several other prisoners of conscience
to be released “immediately and
unconditionally.” The American
Center for Law and Justice reported Dec. 16 that the Iranian court

Youcef Nadarkhani, an Iranian
Christian pastor, has been sentenced
to death by hanging for apostasy.

had ordered any decision on Pastor Nadarkhani to be delayed for
at least four months. Meanwhile, a
second organization that monitors
religious freedom in the Middle
East, known as Present Truth Ministries, reported that the delay could
last a year.
It is still unknown what role the
Iranian Supreme Ayatollah Khamenei played in the decision. Nadarkhani’s supporters had expected a
decision in mid-December. It is reported that Nadarkhani’s health is
deteriorating.
Political unrest in the Middle East
The Arab Spring, a wave of demonstrations throughout the Arab
world that has resulted in the overthrow of at least three dictators,
actually began in Tunisia in December of 2010. Tunisia’s so-called
“Twitter Revolution” was fueled by
social media and righteous indignation against the country’s repressive
regime.
Civil uprisings followed in Egypt,
Bahrain, Syria and Yemen. In Yemen, the prime minister was forced
to resign. Major protests also occurred in Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco and Oman. In some of these
countries, such as Jordan, the leaders responded by moving toward
Western-style reforms, but in Libya,
civil war broke out.
By February, the events of the
Arab Spring were beginning to melt
Muammar Quaddafi of Libya. In a
rambling speech on state television
on Feb. 24, the dictator blamed the
influence of Osama bin Laden and
hallucinogenic drugs for the rebellion, which was fuelled mostly by
young people.
Ten days after mass protests began unfolding across the country,
Muammar Qaddafi’s grip on reality wasn’t the only thing loosen-
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ing: Opposition forces reportedly
controlled large swaths of eastern
Libya and were advancing toward
the capital city of Tripoli.
But the battle for the country
wasn’t over: Qaddafi had vowed to
stay and “die as a martyr” before
giving up control of the oil-rich nation he had ruled for decades.
In the end, Qaddafi did die,
though hardly as a martyr, and
Libya and other countries liberated
by the Arab Spring have begun the
long process of democratic reform,
while the U.S. and many other
Western countries hope that radical
Islamist groups don’t use elections
simply to replace one brand of despotism for another.
Uncertain future in North Korea
The death of long-time dictator
Kim Jong Il, the “Dear Leader” of
one of the world’s most oppressive
regimes increased anxiety throughout the region, especially as the
North test-fired a missile Dec. 19
over the East Sea. There are many
unknowns surrounding his successor, youngest son Kim Jong Un.
According to Open Doors there
are an estimated 50,000 to 70,000
Christians being held in North Korean prison camps where they face
even more horrific treatment than
other prisoners.
Navy SEALS end decade mission
American military forces killed
Osama bin Laden early May 2 in
Pakistan, nearly a decade after terrorist strikes he’d supervised resulted in the deaths of nearly 3,000
people in the deadliest day of attacks against the United States on
its own soil.
After avoiding capture for nearly
10 years, bin Laden, 54, died at the
hands of an elite U.S. military team
in a firefight at a heavily secured,

northern Pakistani compound
where he may have lived for as
many as six years.
As the only head of Al-Qaida for
more than two decades, bin Laden
was the man most identified with
the 9/11 attacks. Al-Qaida members on suicide missions took over
four commercial airliners and
flew two into the separate towers
of the World Trade Center in New
York City and one into the Pentagon. The fourth was flown into the
ground in Pennsylvania amid a passenger uprising.
President Obama announced the
killing of bin Laden in a late-night
address to the country saying, “Justice has been done.” He said the
death of the leader militant Islamic
organization Al-Qaida “should be
welcomed by all who believe in
peace and human dignity.”
The U.S. team took bin Laden’s
corpse to the aircraft carrier USS
Carl Vinson. His body was buried at
sea with a traditional Muslim burial
ceremony according to the Department of Defense.

Penn. where United Flight 93, the
fourth airliner hijacked by Al-Qaida
terrorists on 9/11, crashed. The
new 2,220-acre Flight 93 National
Memorial site includes a two-mile
processional drive to a landscaped
field of honor. The field will also be
ringed by 40 groves of trees —one
for each victim.
In the weeks leading up to the
9/11 anniversary events, controversy swirled around the fact that no
clergy or prayers were part of the
planning for the official event at
Ground Zero in New York. Despite
the efforts to keep the 9/11 service
free of religion, invited speakers
read scriptures and prayed. President Obama read all of Psalm 46.

Denver Bronco’s quarterback Tim
Tebow’s passionate faith and
electrifying 4th quarter comebacks
dominated not just the sports pages.

Remembering 9/11
This year marked the 10-year
anniversary of 9/11, and remembrances of the event dominated the
news in early September, noting
that the mastermind behind the
tragedy was buried earlier in the
year.
New 9/11 memorials were
opened in time for the anniversary
at Ground Zero and in Shanksville,

Tebow mania
It’s no secret that Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow has
used football as a platform for his
faith and that it has everyone talking. He has become a household
name. One Broncos fan even went
so far as to create an Internet meme
of “tebowing” which means, “to get
down on a knee and start praying,
even if everyone else around you
is doing something completely different.” The gesture was named after Tebow, who often drops to one
See LOOK BACK, next page
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knee during his football games to
give thanks to God. The Broncos
quarterback is building a children’s
hospital in the Philippines, where
he was born, and last year gave away
his entire $2.5 million signing bonus to charities.
Hell and judgment day
A firestorm lit up the evangelical community when Rob Bell, former pastor of Mars Hill Church in
Grand Rapids, Mich., published his
controversial book “Love Wins,”
which topped The New York Times
bestseller list. His book questioned
traditional beliefs about hell. Many
leaders criticized Bell’s book saying
it embraced universalism and the
notion that Jesus is not the only way
to salvation.
Jumping into the debate, pastor and bestselling author Francis
Chan challenged the notion of
hell and universalism with a new
book “Erasing Hell: What God
Said About Eternity and the Things
We’ve Made Up.” In the book,
Chan challenged the interpretation that hell is temporary and that
a merciful God would not punish
non-believers for eternity. Chan
said the seriousness of the subject matter mandated a need for
humility in the debate. He also
admitted in an interview with
Relevant Magazine that Bell’s
book had challenged him to go
back to the Bible and reexamine his views on hell.
Failed end-time predictions
from Harold Camping brought
criticism, amusement and disillusionment to many. Camping, 90,
predicted that the world would
end on May 21, 2011. When there
was no rapture on May 21, he
then claimed that the world was
headed for a final judgment day
on October 21.
2011 wasn’t the first time
Camping had made such bold—
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and false—predictions. An earlier
prediction for the rapture to occur in 1994 also came and went
unfulfilled.
After failing to predict Christ’s
return, Camping admitted, after
years of falsely misleading his followers, that he was wrong and regretted his erroneous teachings
on the rapture.
All shook up
So where is America in the year
of our Lord 2011?
Duke University professor
Mark Chaves says Americans are
thinking less and less about religion. In “American Religion: Contemporary Trends,” Chaves uses
data from four decades’ worth
of General Social Survey results
and the National Congregations
Study, which he directs, to show
how religious belief in the United
States has experienced a “softening.”
Chaves says this softening affects everything from whether
people go to worship services
regularly to whom they marry.
He adds that congregations are
shrinking and dissatisfaction with
religious leaders is growing.
Sociologist Bradley Wright recently plotted survey data over
the last 25 years that recorded
what Americans say about the importance of religion in their lives.
He discovered that the number
of those who say it’s extremely important has grown slightly, along
with the number of those who say
it’s not at all important. But the
number of people who said it was
“somewhat” important dropped
from 36 percent to 22 percent in
about 20 years.
The Barna Group also saw a shift
in the changing role of faith and
Christianity in Americans. According to a recent survey, 41 percent of
Americans were unable to identify
any individual whom they consider
to be an influential Christian. They
also found that half of Americans
believe that all people are eventu-

ally saved or accepted by God no
matter what they do, while 40 percent disagreed.
Despite that Americans seem a
little shaky on their faith, Christianity has grown into a global faith in
the last century. According to Pew
Research, Christianity is now practiced in large numbers on every
continent, particularly Africa and
Asia. Christianity still remains the
world’s largest religion “by far” and
has seen the number of adherents
nearly quadruple in the last century, according to Pew. However, its
growth—as a portion of the population—has not kept pace with worldwide population.
Where do we go from here
After a year of failed predictions we would be best to leave
those out when looking ahead
to 2012. This past year has been
a difficult one—with economic
failure, broken promises, downsizing, rising religious persecution and political unrest around
the world. Perhaps we need a
reminder: it is in these difficult
times that God’s grace and favor
meets us where we are, so it is
prudent we keep our eyes and
hearts focused upward as we enter a new year.
We do know that through these
tumultuous times in our present
world God has provided unprecedented opportunities to share
the message of the Gospel.
“As evangelicals we are people of
the good news, but may we also always be people of truth, worthy of the
God of truth. God is true. God can be
trusted in all situations. Have faith
in God. Have no fear. Hold fast to
truth. And may God be with us all.”
— Os Guinness, senior fellow of
the Oxford Centre for Christian
Apologetics.

PJI cites Top 10 infringements on
religious freedom during 2011

1. San Juan Capistrano shuts
down home Bible study. A Southern California city founded by a religious mission fined a Bible study
group for meeting in a home. After PJI intervened, the city backed
down.
2. Mount Soledad cross declared
unconstitutional. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gave a big
thumbs-down to the large cross on
a San Diego hillside that was raised
decades ago as a war memorial.
3. SB 48 forced on California.
The Golden State became the first
state to specifically mandate that
history and social science classes
include positive portrayals of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender people. A few weeks later, some
schools celebrated “Gay History
Month” by focusing on luminaries
like Lady Gaga.
4. The Obama administration

abandons defense of marriage. Taking a cue from California officials’
refusal to defend a voter-approved
affirmation of traditional marriage,
the Obama Justice Department
first offered a weak defense, then
stopped even pretending to defend
the federal Defense of Marriage
Act.
5. Parents cut out of decisions
about kids’ HPV vaccines. Lobbyists for big drug companies have
poured tens of thousands of dollars
into the coffers of California politicians. That money paid off this year,
as the Legislature enacted AB 499,
which allows them to inject kids with
a controversial vaccine for human
papillomavirus, which is sexually
transmitted. The drug makers will
get paid by the feds and don’t have
to ask parents for permission.
6. Marin County school ignores
parent opt-out, tells middle schoolers about homoerotic fantasies.
7. Supreme Court uses technicalities to nix pro-parent ruling. In
a surprisingly good move, the 9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals tried
to rein in social workers who interrogate kids about their home lives
when their parents aren’t around.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Supreme

Full Service Retreat and Conference Center
Outdoor Education Program
Challenge Course
Chapel • Gym • Lake • Pool
Comfortable Accommodations

SETTING: An ideal retreat setting nestled in the foothills of Mt. Rainier.
MISSION: Our desire is to demonstrate Gods love toward others in a setting
that inspires worship and builds community.
SERVICE: Quality staff, excellent food service, and attentive assistance with
all your event planning needs.

www.tsacamparnold.org • (253) 847-2511
A ministry of The Salvation Army Northwest Division

The Year in Review was compiled
by World News Service, with
additional reporting from BP News
and Christian Examiner staff.

Left Coast Hall of Shame

SACRAMENTO —Pacific Justice
Institute, a non-profit legal defense
organization, has announced ten of
the year’s worst developments for
religious, constitutional and parental rights in its 2011 Left Coast Hall
of Shame.
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Court came up with a hypertechnicality and overturned the decision.
8. San Franciscans attempt to ban
circumcision. It’s a ritual as old as
Abraham and Isaac, but some residents of the Bay Area believe that it
inhibits pleasure, so they gathered
enough signatures to put circumcision to a vote. After a public outcry,
the Legislature stepped in to protect the ancient religious practice.
9. Oakland school teaches kids
about multiple genders. Are you a
boy, girl... or something else? That’s
the question an elementary school
is teaching children to ask themselves, with a little guidance from a
group called “Gender Spectrum.”
10. Unions support out-of-control
Occupy protests. In California, the
Occupy protests have featured calls
for violent revolution, “solidarity”
with the accused White House gunman, and riots. So how have major
labor unions responded? With praise
for the movement and copycat Occupy events of their own.
The Pacific Justice Institute specializes in the defense of religious
freedom, parental rights, and other
civil liberties, providing their clients legal support at no charge.

","# IS LOCATED JUST SOUTH OF /LYMPIA ON THE SHORES OF BEAUTIFUL "LACK ,AKE
7E OFFER SUMMER CAMPS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ENTERING ND GRADE THROUGH HIGH
SCHOOL AND EXCELLENT RENTAL FACILITIES FOR GROUPS FROM  TO 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:
s PADDLE BOATS
s CRAFTS
s WATER SKIING s THE hBLOBv
s TUBING
s GROUP GAMES s WATERSLIDE s LARGE BALL
s CANOEING
s SWIMMING s ARCHERY
lELD

(360) 357-8425 s  &AIRVIEW 2OAD 37 /LYMPIA 7!
INFO BLACKLAKEBIBLECAMPCOM s WWWBLACKLAKEBIBLECAMPCOM

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”
SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. on AM820 KGNW
SUNDAY REPLAY 6:00 PM
Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend
for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the
“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct.

For more information or to order Jan’s free
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”
call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org
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Step Into the Power
women’s conference
BELLINGHAM — Women of
Whatcom will be hosting their annual
women’s conference Feb. 10 to 11 at
Christ the King Church. The 2012 Step
Into the Power conference will feature
best-selling author and conference
speaker Angela Thomas.
The two-day conference is designed
to give women perspective, encouragement and help with new spiritual tools
to renew and refresh the spirit.
Thomas has written 10 books and
several Bible studies and has been
a Bible teacher for more than 25
years.
Women of Whatcom consists of
a group of women leaders from
various churches within Whatcom
County. The purpose of the organization is to create opportunities to
gather and connect Christian women from Whatcom County and surrounding areas with other women
on the same journey in Christ.
The conference will run from 6:30
to 9:00 p.m. on Friday night and from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Women from more than 100 area
churches are expected to attend.
The cost is $60 per person.
To register online or for more information, visit www.womenofwhatcom.com.

Missions Fest
Vancouver to feature
100 seminars
VANCOUVER, B.C. — The 29th
annual Missions Fest Vancouver will
take place Jan. 27 to 29 at the Vancouver Convention Center.
One of the largest conferences
of its kind in North America, the

www.christianexaminer.com

three-day event will feature 100
seminars, 250 exhibits and the
third annual Film Festival.
Keynote speakers include Shane
Claiborne, Lorna Dueck, T.V. Thomas,
David Wang and Dan Woolley.
A special Festival Leadership
Luncheon will take place on Friday,
Jan. 27, at 11:45 a.m. featuring David Wang and Dan Woolley.
A Youth and Young Adult conference will be held concurrently on
Jan. 27 and 28, with general sessions and seminars for youth and
youth workers.
The Film Festival will feature seven films as well as numerous media
and technology seminars.
A complete, downloadable 64-page
conference program can be downloaded at www.missionsfestvancouver.ca.

Japanese while they are here in
North America.
Seminar sessions include Basic
Ministries, Help in Understanding
the Culture and Special Ministry
Opportunities.
Attendees will be equipped by missionaries, pastors, Japanese Christian
nationals and parachurch staff who
have many decades of outreach, service
and ministry to Japanese.
Registration ranges from $25 to
$75 and is available by the day or
for the entire conference.
Those who need a host family or
would like to be a host family for
out-of-town guests should contact
Liz Godwin at (425) 338-4543 or
lgo2475067@aol.com.
For more information or to register, visit www.rjcnetwork.org.

Conference to focus
on reaching Japanese

Southern Gospel
concert with the
Hoppers

KIRKLAND — The annual
Reaching Japanese for Christ International Conference will be held at
the Northshore Baptist Church in
Kirkland from Feb. 16 to 18.
Keynote speakers include Akira
Sato, pastor of Fukushima First
Bible Baptist Church, whose fourcampus multisite church was abandoned after the 2011 earthquake
and tsunami destroyed a nuclear
power plant just three miles away. A
prolific writer, Sato is one of Japan’s
most popular Christian speakers.
He will speak about the Tohoku
disaster and the lessons God has
taught him.
Rich Chuman, a former pastor
and currently the executive director of JEMS (Japanese Evangelical Missionary Society), will speak
about the importance of reaching

PUGET SOUND — Several concerts are scheduled for the coming
months for the local area.
One of Southern Gospel’s leading family groups, the Hoppers,
will appear at Cedar Park Church
in Bothell on Friday, Feb. 17.
Referred to as “America’s First
Family of Gospel Music,” the Hoppers have been singing as a family
for more than four decades. Still today they are one of the most popular groups in the Southern Gospel
genre. They are regularly featured
in the Gaither Homecoming video
series.
The concert begins at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets are from $16 to $30 and
can be purchased online at www.
imcconcerts.com or by calling
1-800-965-9324.

HOUSING FOR RENT

OFFICES FOR RENT

40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea +
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups,
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties,
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofideas.com,
www.acupofideas.net, (412) 264-4410.

Olympic West features 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments, with each unit featuring: full size washer and
dryer, full kitchen with dishwasher, disposal and
dining nook, large thermal pane windows, spacious
balcony or patio, ample closet space, three phone
lines and high-speed internet capacity, reserved
parking and on-site management and maintenance.
(425) 778-9253.

Office Space for rent: Edmonds, 750 square
feet of office space for $600/month - Bright,
clean and quiet office space on the first floor of
an apartment complex. Lots of light and clean
and spacious. Landlord pays Water, Garbage and
Electricity! Convenient location in Edmonds in a
38 unit apt. building just west of Hwy 99 on 196th
ST SW, has bathroom and an area perfect for a
kitchenette. This space has 2 large rooms and an
additional storage room attached. Free reserved
parking space. Perfect for a professional business
that doesn’t have retail or customer traffic, 1 year
lease. Call Jene to view the space (425) 778-9253.

Established community newspaper reaching a
niche market in the Puget Sound region. No direct
competition. Annual revenues above $100,000.
Email macbizman@gmail.com for info.

Deadline: Must be
postmarked by the
25th for the next
month’s issue
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MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED

Name

FEB 17-19 • FRI-SUN

Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing. 7-9pm,
Berean Church, 1st NE & N 185th, Seattle • (425) 205-9427

MJAA Yeshua 2012 Southwest Conference, with Paul Wilbur, Ted Pearce,
Larry Feldman, Jonathan Bernis & more.
Hyatt Regency, Irvine • mjaa.org, 1-800225-MJAA

JAN 9 • MONDAY
Northwest Christian Writers’ Association
monthly meeting, with Michael Kostov.
7pm, Northshore Baptist Church, 10301
NE 145th St., Bothell • 1-800-731-NCWA

Christian Women’s Connection.
11:30am-1pm, Golden Steer Restaurant,
23826-104th Pl. SE, Kent, $14.75 •
(425) 227-8312, (425) 432-1144

JAN 20-21 • FRI-SAT
Marriage Encounter. Warm Beach Christian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr., Stanwood
• warmbeach.com, 1-800-228-6724

JAN 21 • SATURDAY

FEB 18-25
Sandi Patty & Friends Cruise, with Natalie
Grant, Mark Shultz, Wayne Watson &
more. Eastern Caribbean • 1-800-2884778, cruisewithsandipatty.com

MAR 2 • FRIDAY
Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing. 7-9pm,
Berean Church, 1st NE & N 185th, Seattle • (425) 205-9427

MAR 2-4 • FRI-SUN
H.U.G.E. Men’s Advance. Warm Beach
Christian Camp, 20800 Marine Dr.,
Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800228-6724

Rock of Hope Jamboree Hymn Sing. 7812
224th SW, Edmonds • (425) 673-7985

MAR 3 • SATURDAY

Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, in concert. 6pm, Cedar Park Church, 16300
112th Ave NE, Bothell • 1-800-9659324, itickets.com

The Rock & Worship Roadshow, with
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North, LeCrae,
Hawk Nelson & more. 6pm, Key Arena,
Seattle, $10 • therockandworshiproadshow.com

JAN 27-29 • FRI-SUN
Missions Fest 2012, with Shane Claiborne, Dan Woolley, & David Wong.
Vancouver Convention Centre, 999
Canada Pl., Vancouver, BC, Canada • missionsfestvancouver.ca, (604) 524-9944

MAR 5 • MONDAY
Northwest Christian Writers’ Association monthly meeting. 7pm, Northshore
Baptist Church, 10301 NE 145th St.,
Bothell • 1-800-731-NCWA

JAN 28 • SATURDAY

MAR 22-24 •THU-SAT

North Seattle Education Fair. Fairview
Christian School. 844 NE 78th St.,
Seattle, free • fcsseattle.org

Northwest Ministry Conference, with
Mike Howerton, Rick Bundschuh, Dr.
Michele Anthony, Michael Chanley &
many more. Seattle, $29-99 • ministryconference.org, (206) 949-9945

FEB 3 • FRIDAY
Bud Tutmarc’s Hymnbook Sing. 7-9pm,
Berean Church, 1st NE & N 185th, Seattle • (425) 205-9427

FEB 6 • MONDAY
Northwest Christian Writers’ Association
monthly meeting, with Gabe & Gigi Murfit.
7pm, Northshore Baptist Church, 10301
NE 145th St., Bothell • 1-800-731-NCWA

FEB 10-11 • FRI-SAT

FEB 16-18 • THU-SAT
Reaching Japanese for Christ, International Conference, with Akira Sato &
Ray Sidney. Northshore Baptist Church,
Bothell • rjcnetwork.org

FEB 17 • FRIDAY
The Hoppers, in concert. 7pm, Cedar
Park Church, 16300 112th Ave NE,
Bothell, $16-30 • imcconcerts.com,
1-800-965-9324

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Run my ad:

JAN 6 • FRIDAY

Step Into the Power, the NW Conference
for Women, presented by Women of Whatcom, with Angela Thomas. Fri 6:30-9pm
& Sat 9am-3pm, Christ the King Church,
4173 Meridian St., Bellingham • womenofwhatcome.com, (360) 383-7432

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising
Cost: 1-10 Words
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each
additional word

If it is happening in the Puget Sound region, we want to know about it,
and so do our readers. Send your information no later than the 25th of
the month prior to publication. Sorry, Sunday morning services cannot be
included. Fax to 1-888-305-4947, e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.
com, or mail to P.O. Box 2720, Woodinville, WA 98072.

JAN 18 • WEDNESDAY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Put it on the calendar.
List your Christian events for free.

MAR 23 • FRIDAY
Tim Hawkins and Friends Comedy Night,
with Bob Smiley & John Branyan at the
NW Ministry Conference. 7:30pm, Overlake Christian Church, Seattle, $19-25
• timhawkins.net

MAR 30-31 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, with The Afters, Akintunde, Shonlock & more. Comcast Arena,
2000 Hewitt Ave., Ste. 200, Everett •
acquirethefire.com, 1-888-628-3473

APR 1-6 • SUN-FRI
Horsemanship/Vaulting Camps. Warm
Beach Christian Camp, 20800 Marine
Dr., Stanwood • warmbeach.com, 1-800228-6724

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
Third Day, “Make Your Move” Tour, with
Matt Maher and Trevor Morgan, 7pm,
Overlake Christian Church, Redmond
• lmgconcerts.com, (855) 443-8499

JUL 18-21 • WED-SAT
Creation Festival Northwest 2012. Enumclaw • creationfest.com/nw

Phone

MORE EVENTS online now at...

Address
City

State

Zip

Please classify under:
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Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2720, Woodinville, WA 98072

❑ Charge My Credit Card
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• Future events for the Puget Sound region not listed in this issue.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings:
Bible Studies, Evangelism, Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors,
Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery and Support groups (Alcohol,
Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most Excellent Way, and
many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.
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2011: From this life to the next
Ken Curtis, 71, Jan. 3. Evangelical filmmaker and church historian, founder of Gateway Films/
Vision Video and Christian History
magazine.
Salmaan Taseer, 65, Jan. 4. Pakistan provincial governor and human-rights advocate. Assassinated
in Islamabad by his security guard
opposed to his defense of a Christian woman accused of blasphemy
and sentenced to death.
Samuel Ericsson, 66, Jan.
21. Lawyer who directed the
4,500-member Christian Legal Society in the 1980s and later founded
and headed Advocates International, a large global network of lawyers
championing religious freedom.
He was lead counsel in the landmark California Supreme Court
case in 1988 that closed the door to
“clergy malpractice” claims and was
a key architect of the federal Equal
Access Act of 1984.
Don Butler, 80, Feb. 3. Gospel
singer, composer, talent agent, cofounder in 1964 of the Gospel Music Association, and TV producer
for the GMA Dove Awards.
Bernard Nathanson, 84, Feb. 21.
Former Manhattan obstetrician
who presided over an estimated
75,000 abortions (including his
own child’s), then denounced the
practice in 1979, authored the bestseller Aborting America, directed and
narrated the pro-life films The Silent
Scream and Eclipse of Reason, and as a
former atheist found “peace” after
converting to Catholicism in 1996.
Shahbaz Bhatti, 42, March 2.
Pakistani legislator, government

Minister for Minorities, humanrights advocate opposed to the
country’s anti-Christian blasphemy
law, and a Catholic who defended
fellow Christians from the law’s
abuses; gunned down in the streets
by an Islamic group claiming he
was a “known blasphemer.”
David Wilkerson, 79, April 27.
Pentecostal evangelist who in 1959
founded the well-known Brooklyn
ministry to troubled teens Teen
Challenge, author of the mega
bestseller The Cross and the Switchblade (1963), and founder in 1987
of Times Square Church in Manhattan, where he was senior pastor,
preaching to 5,000 on Sundays until retirement in 2010.
Therman Austel, 83, May 29. Hebrew scholar, seminary professor,
Bible translator, and editor of the
Old Testament translation of the
New American Standard Bible.
Paul Youngdahl, 73, June 20.
Leader in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and long-time
pastor of 13,000-member Mount
Olivet Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, the ELCA’s largest congregation.
John Stott, 90, July 27. Londonbased Anglican preacher, writer,
and one of the most influential
figures in the formation of the
evangelical movement in the 20th
century, whose unwavering commitment to the authority of Scripture
and scholarly approach to expositing its message won the respect of
generations of Christian university
students across the globe, many of
them nurtured by his best-known
book, Basic Christianity.

How to personally know God

Robert P. Evans, 93, July 28.
Navy chaplain wounded in World
War II, evangelist and early leader
in Youth for Christ, and founder
and long-time director of Parisbased Greater Europe Mission, also
an organizer of Billy Graham’s historic 1966 World Congress on Evangelism in Berlin.
David Barrett, 83, Aug. 4. Anglican-priest-turned-Baptist and missions researcher who focused on
“unreached people groups,” and
founding editor of the monumental World Christian Encyclopedia.
Charles Kingsley Barrett, 94,
Aug. 26. British New Testament
scholar, author of Bible commentaries, teacher, and Methodist minister whose opposition to
a proposed Anglican-Methodist
union in the 1960s gained him
recognition.
Jessy Dixon, 73, Sept. 26. Gospel legend singer and songwriter
who spent years with the Gaither
Homecoming concerts. Dixon, who
many credited with popularizing
Gospel music, spent more than 50
years in the industry, including an
eight-year stint as the opening act
for contemporary pop favorite Paul
Simon.
Bil Keane, 89, Nov. 8. Father of
five and an artist who in 1960 created “Family Circus,” a single-panel
cartoon in a circle featuring traditional values and subtle humor as
a mommy, daddy, and their four
kids live out the warmth and joys
of everyday family life. Son Jeff is
continuing the hugely popular
cartoon, syndicated in some 1,500
newspapers.

FEDERAL WAY — The National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE)
released a 56-page paper last month
titled “Loving the Least of These: Addressing a Changing Environment.”
The document reviews how the climate
impacts the poor, the science behind a
changing environment and a biblical
basis for Christian engagement.
Leith Anderson, president of the
NAE and former pastor of Wooddale Church in Eden Prairie, Minn.,
expressed concern about how natural disasters affect the poor.
“Every time there is a natural
disaster, we grieve for the poor who
are most affected, rally behind relief
efforts and support on-the-ground
disaster teams,” said Anderson, via
a media release. “We are concerned
when we hear projections that environmental changes threaten the lives
of more and more people, particularly the extreme poor.”
The document was released at a
luncheon at World Vision, a Christian humanitarian organization
based in Federal Way.
Dorothy Boorse, associate professor of biology at Gordon College,
collected the contributions from pastors, scientists and relief and development leaders on the relationship
between the changing environment
and poverty and put them together
into “Loving the Least of These.”
“The issue of climate change can
be confusing in the media,” Boorse
said. “We labored to present a clear,
well-supported document that can
help Christian leaders and laypersons
to understand the science, but even

more importantly to understand the
way disruptions in the environment
affect the poor.”
In addition to Anderson, those who
contributed to the document include
Ken Wilson, senior pastor of Vineyard
Church of Ann Arbor; Christopher
Shore, director of the Climate Change
Response Initiative at World Vision;
Thomas Ackerman, professor of At-

Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.

Newspaper Business

FOR SALE
We are looking for a local buyer to take
ownership of the Christian Examiner
Northwest edition.
s %STABLISHED OPERATION WITH  YEAR TRACK RECORD
s 'REAT HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
s 4RANSITION SUPPORT AVAILABLE
s 5PSIDE GROWTH POTENTIAL FOR LOCAL PUBLISHER

NAE releases paper on how
environment impacts the poor
By Scott Noble
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s .O INVENTORY OR OVERHEAD
s /PTION TO BE INDEPENDENT OR TO RETAIN AFlLIATION WITH
AWARD WINNING #HRISTIAN %XAMINER NEWSPAPER NETWORK
with editorial, design and website support.

mospheric Science at the University
of Washington; Galen Carey, NAE vice
president of Government Relations;
and Jo Anne Lyon, general superintendent of The Wesleyan Church.
For more information about the
NAE, visit www.nae.net. To download
“Loving the Least of These,” visit
www.nae.net/lovingtheleastofthese.
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Your trusted advisor
to the car business

Michael Redﬁeld
25 years of listening, sharing, and delivering what’s promised
NEW VEHICLES: I quote a “not-to-exceed” price, locate and
deliver just what you asked for, pain- and haggle-free.
PRE-OWNED: I carefully hand-pick the vehicle you describe,
have it inspected, readied, and provide it at the pre-agreed price.

www.autobuyersinc.com
206.362.5700
1-877-396-3344

Visit us
at our new
location

!UTO "UYERS )NC s  .% "OTHELL 7AY, Kenmore

1. I am the LORD thy GOD; thou shalt not have
strange gods before me.
2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.
3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy
GOD in vain.
4. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.
5. Honor they father and thy mother.
6. Thou shalt not commit murder.
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
8. Thou shalt not steal.
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
10. Thou shalt not covet.

That’s us . . . Old Fashioned Values

Brooks Biddle Automotive
17909 Bothell Way, NE, Bothell

    s WWWBROOKSBIDDLECOM
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