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Sam Helgerson

Our Daily Bread
program prepares
restaurant workers
By Scott Noble
SAINT PAUL — “I was fortunate
enough be chosen,” said Henry
Wallace, referring to the Our Daily
Bread vocational training program
at the Daily Diner Frogtown, which
is part of the Union Gospel Mission
Twin Cities (UGM). “I had no idea
what to expect. When I did accept
the opportunity, I knew that they
were going to get my best.”
The “best” is what Wallace and
Johnathan Sacada gave as they recently became the first two graduates of the 12-week program that
aims to provide practical work experience and job skills to individuals as a bridge from the recovery
programs of UGM to independent
living.
The Daily Diner Frogtown
opened last spring and serves tra-

ditional American favorites. Organizers hope to provide ongoing
restaurant training for individuals interested in pursuing a career
in the culinary arts. The 12-week
program gives trainees experience working in the front of the
restaurant as well as in the back.
Individuals also learn multitasking
skills, time management, customer
service and a host of other essential
characteristics of successful restaurant employees.
Nick Gisi, director of the men’s
program at UGM, said this first 12week training was good.
Trainees “get a well-rounded view
of how a restaurant runs,” he said.
“We learned some things about
what we should do and what things
we need to tweak. That’s an imporSee DAILY DINER, page 3

Each year, Action For Children – Zambia takes in about 20 kids from the streets of Zambia.

Living with miracles
Zambia mission takes street kids, raises them
By Scott Noble

Henry Wallace, Nick Gisi and Johnathan Sacada work in the kitchen at the Daily
Diner Frogtown. Wallace and Sacada are the first graduates of UGM’s restaurant
apprenticeship program.
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ZAMBIA — Jonathan was malnourished, sick and without a
home. At 12 years old, he had
already been in three centers
for homeless youth. He had run
away from two of them because of
abuse, and the other center had
closed.
He was now standing outside
the gate of Action For Children –
Zambia (AFCZ), a mission founded by Minnesotan Carol McBrady
ten years ago to provide a home
for destitute children.
McBrady remembers the day
Jonathan arrived.
“He was so severely malnourished that he looked like he was
about 5 or 6 years old,” she recalled. “And very, very sick.”

Long-term care
Since its founding in 2003,
AFCZ has grown from an annual
budget of $3,000 to $100,000,
taking in some 20 kids each year.
The nonprofit has two residential treatment options. The first
is its Salvation Home, which is
designed for children who need
short-term help. That help includes counseling, medical care
or drug detox programs.
The second option is its Kulunga Bana Youth Center, which
is designed for long-term care of
children who will stay with AFCZ
until adulthood.
Jonathan’s story was still unfolding, so a determination was
yet to be made as to where he
would reside.

After McBrady took him in, a
doctor diagnosed Jonathan with
tuberculosis (TB), so for the next
several weeks, all they did was
feed him and supply him with the
medicine he needed in order to
get better.
But they also needed to determine his family situation.
“For every child that comes in,
we do family tracing,” McBrady
said. “I worked with the university
students. It turned out he had a
mother. [His] father was dead.
The mother was [not in a condition to care for him].”
Jonathan’s case manager and
social workers took him to his
mother but discovered she did
not want him because he was so
See ZAMBIA, page 2

Crown College inaugurates 16th president
Dr. Joel Wiggins outlines his vision for the Christian college
Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT BONIFACIUS — Late
last month, Crown College inaugurated Dr. Joel Wiggins as its 16th
president. Hundreds from the college and community gathered at
the nearly 100-year-old school to
hear Wiggin’s vision for the school
and its future.
“Crown is preparing students
who will live in the 2020s and beyond, not the 2000s and before,”
Wiggins told those gathered, via a
media release. “Crown has a great
heritage. I am part of it, as are many
of you. But we must not reclaim the
past as much as stake our claim
to the future—serving God, right
here, right now, by faith.”

In addition to those gathered in
the audience, more than a dozen
speakers welcomed Wiggins to his
new role, including U.S. Senator
Amy Klobuchar and U.S. Representative Erik Paulsen.
In his address, Wiggins talked
about four interlocking values to
his leadership, which include relevance, service, velocity and purpose.
Dr. Rick Mann, former president
of Crown College, had some remarks for Wiggins as well.
“Integrating a Christ-centered
mission and a pathway to academic
innovation and excellence is challenging and almost, if not, imposSee CROWN COLLEGE, page 3

Dr. Joel Wiggins (right) accepts the Crown College Presidential Medallion from
Don Berglund, chairman of the Crown College Board of Trustees and CEO of
Memorial Blood Centers, during Wiggins’ inauguration ceremony on Thursday,
Nov. 21. Wiggins is the 16th president of Crown College in Saint Bonifacius.
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ZAMBIA…
Continued from page 1
sick. To many, Jonathan didn’t appear to have much time left.
Even after feeding him and providing him with medicine for TB,
McBrady realized that Jonathan
wasn’t getting better. So they took
him again to a doctor and found
out he was HIV- positive.
“So now we have this 12 year old
HIV-positive street boy with TB,”
McBrady said. “So really at that
point in time, he was not expected
to live.”
Twenty dollars
With the news of his condition,
everyone, including Jonathan, began to pray.
But Jonathan demonstrated that
his faith was bigger than everyone
else’s.
“I’m not going to die,” he told
McBrady.
And he didn’t.
Slowly, he began to improve—so
much so that he began school. He
was a 13-year-old boy in the first
grade. But that wasn’t what mattered. He was improving, learning,
understanding what love means.
One day his birth mother came
to the AFCZ residence and wanted
McBrady to give her money for Jonathan. She was going to take Jonathan with her, she said. McBrady
learned that the mother was planning to have Jonathan sell pastries
for her in the marketplace.
The police were eventually
called, but Jonathan refused to go,
saying: “You can make me go back,
but I’ll just run away. I’ll be back in
the streets; I’ll be sick; and then I’ll
come back here anyway.”
After the police left, the birth
mother asked McBrady how much
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she would give her for Jonathan.
McBrady gave the mother $20.
Jonathan was 13 years old.

old, he will do what I do. He’s very
convinced of that.”
Not only is his success remarkable from a social and scholarly perspective, but his faith has become
rich and attractive to the other boys
at AFCZ.
“This kid’s faith is stunning,” McBrady said. “He’s passing on this
kind of infectious joy—there’s no
other word for it. It’s just the joy of
God. There’s no other explanation
for this child’s positive, happy attitude toward life.”
Living with Jonathan and seeing
his transformation is what McBrady
feels called to do. Doctors have told
them that there is no reason why
Jonathan should be alive.
“For me, this is really, I think, my
greatest joy,” she said. “And the reason
I’m still there is that I get to live with the
miracles. Jonathan is not the only one.”
McBrady also hopes others will
come to understand the bleakness
of life for these street kids and how
it’s not God’s plan for them to live
this way.
“It’s hard for Americans to understand the … destitute-ness of a
street,” she said. “If a mother sold
a child in America, she would go to
jail. Hundreds of children are living in a rubbish pit. I don’t believe
for one minute that that’s God’s
plan for these children. There are
people whose job it is, in God’s will,
to help remedy this ….”

Schooling and failure … and
success
Despite all that was going on, Jonathan continued to progress through
school, albeit not without struggle.
“[He] took his qualifying exams
for grade seven and failed,” McBrady said. “Can you imagine how
clobbered this kid is?”
Living on the street, not having
a mother who loved him, having
health conditions that were life
threatening …
But he didn’t feel “clobbered.”
His faith and positive attitude far
outshined all that he had experienced.
After the failed exam, however,
he was diagnosed with a learning
disability.
“We did get him some extra tutoring, and then he went back,” McBrady said. “He repeated Grade 7.
Passed his exams. He always fights
to the finish, and he always wins in
the end.”
His progress wasn’t just measured in the classroom.
“He’s just an amazing child,” McBrady said. “At the same time, he’s
the most positive. He’s an altar boy,
he directs the children’s choir at
church, works with the children’s
church.”
Plans for the future
Today, eight years after he first
arrived, Jonathan is 20 years old
and doing well.
He has hope and plans for the
future.
McBrady said eventually Jonathan would like to take over her
job.
“I do believe he will,” she said.
“That’s his dream. When I get too

Jonathan has grown into a healthy and faith-filled young man after being
abandoned to the streets when he was young.

Action For Children – Zambia will
hold its 10th anniversary celebration
on Friday, Dec. 6 at 6:00 p.m. at
Reichel’s Event Center in Annandale.
The evening will include a dinner, live
auction, program, music and dancing
by The Jupes. Tickets are $50. For
more information on the event and
to purchase tickets, call (763) 6703940 or visit www.afczambia.org.
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DAILY DINER…
Continued from page 1
tant part of it.”
Now that the trainees have completed their program, Gisi said they
are planning to provide additional
experience outside the Daily Diner.
“We’re looking at an apprenticeship with Keys Café,” he said,
“where they will be doing 40 hours
as an apprenticeship. Just so they
get a different work environment
besides just the Daily Diner.”
No experience necessary
Wallace had never worked in
a restaurant and had no experience serving as a host. However,
it wasn’t long before he was drawn
to greeting people, relishing the
opportunity to see them smile at
his jokes.
In addition to the experience he
gained and the knowledge passed
down to him, Wallace learned a few
things about himself during the 12
weeks, including a commitment to
the task at hand.
“If I commit to something, I want
to see it through,” he said. “There
was nothing they were going to do
to deter me from that. The only
deterrent would have been me. It
was such a learning experience and
again it was for me. I welcomed the
opportunity, so I wanted to make
the Mission proud or happy that
they chose somebody who is a good
worker.”
Sacada didn’t have much experience working in a restaurant either,
but he was eager to test his cooking
skills.
“I didn’t quite know if my cooking skills were going to be able
to stand the test of actual paying
customers,” he said. “But I know
that through the program, I have
gained the knowledge to be able to
prep confidently and quickly and
then also be able to put the food on
the line and then actually prepare
it on the fly.”
Sacada hopes to make a career
change; he has a degree in music.
He would love to have a job where
he gets to experience both sides of
the restaurant business: up at the
front greeting customers and in the
back cooking meals.
“I love interacting with people,”
he said. “I like that social interaction you have with customers. I also
like getting my hands dirty and doing the cooking.”
Improving the program
As with any new program, there
are things to learn and change to
make the process smoother. Our
Daily Bread is no different.
Gisi said throughout this process,
which included opening the restaurant last spring and then starting a
training program, he learned patience.
“I think I’ve grown a lot as far
as my insight on what works and
what doesn’t work and especially

CROWN COLLEGE…
Continued from page 1
sible,” said Mann, via the release.
“You are one of the few who are
equipped to lead this integration
with your upbringing, commitment
to Christ, experience at Crown,
armful of degrees and comprehensive marketplace experience. I
believe you’re the leader for such a
time as this.”
The school also plans to continue its efforts to develop new degree
programs and expand its online offerings.
In an interview with the Min-

with the students: What works for
them?” he said. “What’s the best
way to teach them? How do we
introduce them to a new department or a new part of the restaurant
in training? It was all a learning
experience for me. So for the rest
of the staff, too.”
As the training program grows
and matures, Gisi said they can accommodate about four students at
a time, giving them the opportunity
to train more than a dozen people
each year. With the skills learned in
the program, organizers hope graduates will be able to find and keep
jobs in the industry.
That transition—from dependency to self-sufficiency—is made
more effective when UGM clients
have vocational training.
Investing in lives
Each day during the training,
Wallace and Sacada participated in
devotions.
“They had to go through a devotional related to work,” Gisi said.
“Usually something like dealing
with fear or dealing with change or
dealing with whatever, and those
things that can create angst in people, that we want to talk about.”
Those devotions were important
to both of them, not only for the
practical advice and counsel provided but for the time invested in
them by their employers.
“For me it was an opportunity to
take inventory of what’s going on
as far as [on a] day-by-day basis,”
Sacada said. “We got all of our management staff involved in our devotional aspect of what’s going on.
Not only are they paying attention
to our growth as far as employees
here and productive kitchen workers and restaurant workers, but
they took the time to develop us in
our spiritual lives too.”
Even on difficult days, Sacada
and Wallace felt they could share
their struggles with the leaders.
The future
As Wallace and Sacada move into
the “real world” of restaurant work,
they offered some advice to those
who would follow them in the training program.
Wallace simply encouraged the
next generation that the program
is worth the experience, believing
it was one of the better things that
happened in his life.
Sacada wants the next generation
to pay attention “to what’s going on.
Learn as much as you can from the
people who are here because the
people who are here know what’s
going on and they know what they
are doing and they can learn a lot
from them.”
For more information about the
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities,
visit www.ugmstpaul.org. For more
information about the Daily Diner
Frogtown, including menu options,
visit www.dailydinerfrogtown.com.

nesota Christian Examiner several
months ago, Wiggins talked about
his vision for the school, which is
affiliated with the Christianity and
Missionary Alliance denomination,
and why it’s attractive to students.
Students who select Crown “want
to explore their faith and embrace
it and express it in meaningful and
relevant ways in the world today,”
he said at the time. “They wouldn’t
be coming here if they didn’t. [We
want to] really excite them about
Jesus Christ and who He is and
what His callings can be in their
life. When you strip everything else
away, that’s really what we’re trying
to do.”

‘Atheist churches’ pop up across the U.S.
By Lori Arnold
They arrive all revved up, singing,
clapping to the rhythms of spirited
songs, listening to an inspiring message
and reveling in the wonder of their
“short lives.” Welcome to the Sunday
Assembly.
While the assemblies closely resemble the thousands of weekly
Sunday morning worship services
across the globe, if you look closely
at these altars, there is a distinct
difference—they celebrate a faith
that celebrates the notion there is
no God.
The God-less gathering is part of
the Sunday Assembly, a new movement of self-described “atheist
mega-churches” that first popped
up last year in England. Although
they use the phrase mega, their
gatherings have fallen far short of
the 2,000 threshold that defines a
mega-church.
Just like church, donations were
taken.
Sunday Assembly is the brainchild of British comedians Sanderson Jones and Pippa Evans who are

in the midst of a “40 Dates and 40
Nights” tour to promote the concept in America, Australia and Europe.
Jones told Fox News he came up
with the idea after leaving a Christmas carol event several years ago.
“There was so much about it that
I loved, but it’s a shame because
at the heart of it, it’s something I
don’t believe in,” Jones said. “If you
think about church, there’s very little that’s bad. It’s singing awesome
songs, hearing interesting talks,
thinking about improving yourself
and helping other people — and
doing that in a community with
wonderful relationships. What part
of that is not to like?”
But while these gatherings seek
to emulate the Sunday morning
worship experience, the glaring
omission is that church is not a celebration of self but of the transformational power of a living God.
“I don’t think these atheists are
mocking us as much as they are performing parodies of Christian worship
services,” said Glen G. Scorgie, PhD,
a professor of Theology and Ethics at

Bethel Seminary San Diego.
“It is not worthy of us feeling
‘offended.’ After all, as someone
famously said, imitation is the supreme form of flattery.”
Even the Sunday Assembly website
explanation of the event could be mistaken for a church welcoming letter:
“Life is tough,” the website said.
“It is. We are all weaker than we’d
like, bad things happen to good
people and sometimes it is just not
fair. That is why The Sunday Assembly is a house of love and compassion, where all are welcomed, everyone accepted and helping others is
in our DNA.”
Atheist numbers on the rise
The assembly gatherings come
at a time when the number of selfprofessed atheists continues to rise.
A survey last year by the Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life found
that 20 percent of those surveyed
identified as atheist, agnostic or unaffiliated.
“Increasingly, atheism is celebrat
See ATHEISTS, page 7
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Everything has changed
Things weren’t looking good. For
the previous three years, this man
confidently walked in the mission He
felt was laid out for Him. This mission
was different, weird, incredible and
otherworldly—all in one.
When He would enter a new
town, people would walk for
miles to see if the rumors about
Him were true.
“He did what?” many of them
asked when they heard stories
about Him. There were always
eccentrics running around the
countryside claiming outrageous things about themselves
or promising that certain things
would come true. But these men
never lasted; their boisterous
words never came true.
But this man was different.
The stories people told about
Him were awe-inspiring. He
said outrageous things, and
then those outrageous things
came true. A child was healed,
a man was brought back from
the dead and a mere pittance of
food somehow became an abundance—enough to feed many

thousands of people.
He also did some other weird
things: He ate with tax collectors, talked with prostitutes
and even mingled with sinners,
people the “righteous” said we
should avoid.
Yes, for sure, this man was indeed different.
He also said some strange
things. Something about a temple being torn down and then
rebuilt in a matter of days. What
does that mean?
The weirdest thing of all, perhaps, is what He said about having faith in Him and finding
forgiveness and healing. Something about being “born again”
and “finding life.”
That doesn’t matter though.
He actually does what He says
and somehow what He says eventually rings true. It’s just difficult
to understand sometimes.
But now His “mission,” as
some have called it, appears to
have come to an end. The years
of healing, restoration, miracles
and turning the world—our

world—upside down is about to
end. At least that’s what those in
the know say.
You see, this man—everyone
calls Him Jesus—has been arrested by the authorities. For
what? It’s difficult to tell. Something about violating some law
or religious provision. We’re
hoping it’s just a misunderstanding. There’s no way this man—
this person who does incredible
things and sometimes talks in
parables—can be a threat to anyone, let alone those in authority.
But apparently some think
He is. So not only was He arrested, He was beaten, spit upon,
mocked and a crown of thorns
was shoved onto His head.
What’s happening here?
Many of us were just beginning to grasp His message. We
weren’t entirely there yet, but
our eyes were being opened—
much like the man whom Jesus healed from blindness. Was
blind but now he can see. We
were blind, but our eyes are now
just coming open; but our vision

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
is still blurred.
But there He is, hanging on
the cross, just like the common
criminals we see from time to
time, having justice meted out
on them by the Roman authorities. We hear His cries and wonder … what does it all mean?
We all go to our homes puzzled, confused, unsure of what
just happened—just now and
over the past several years.
We wait; it’s a dark and empty
weekend.
Then on Sunday, we hear
some surprising news; no, it’s not

surprising, it’s unbelievable! We
hear that this man—Jesus—has
walked out of the tomb where
they buried Him. He walked
right out, risen from the dead!
Now we’re even more confused. People are whispering,
talking and wondering.
Then we remember when He
talked about the temple being
destroyed and then restored.
Does that apply to Him? Is He
the promised Messiah, the one
we have been waiting for?
Now more of His words begin
to make sense, and our wonderment slowly melts into belief.
Jesus is the promised Messiah. He is
the one we have heard about.
All those times when He
healed people and made old
things new and offered life to
those who felt that they didn’t
deserve it … He did those things
because He is the Christ, the son
of the living God!
Now everything has changed.
His message rings true to everyone who has heard.
Yes, everything has changed.

Friendship and the meaning of Christmas
A few months ago, a friend
and colleague called me to
make an appointment to meet.
This was no surprise—we had
just started working together,
and it was not uncommon to
talk about programs and priorities: this kind of meeting was
not unusual. We found a time,
and she came in for a visit.
When she arrived, we exchanged the usual pleasantries,
talked about our work and plans
for the months ahead. Since she
had called the meeting, I turned
the agenda over to her. What happened next should not have been
remarkable, but it was.
She shared the Gospel with me.
She covered it in great detail,
from the hopelessness of our sinful condition, our individual and
collective guilt before God, the
availability of salvation through

Sam Helgerson
Jesus Christ, to the need to
come to Jesus Christ in humble
repentance.
Thankfully, we were both on
the same page, and we shared
some joyful fellowship, all centered on the amazing gift of
redemption.
Since then, I’ve thought about

our conversation many times. I
teach at a Christian university,
and thankfully, the institution
where I serve is very concerned
that every faculty member has a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. My friend did not make
any grand assumptions and did
not presume that I was really a
believer. She went out of her way
to be sure that I knew the truth
and stepped out of her comfort
zone to do so.
Her action is even more remarkable in that she had recently
started reporting directly to me.
Imagine, if you will, making an
appointment with your boss
specifically to present the Gospel.
That was what she did. That took
courage—even in a Christian
organization. Perhaps, especially
in a Christian organization.
She took seriously the ad-

monition to “see to it that no
one misses the grace of God”
(Hebrews 12:15). I’m grateful
that she went out of her way
and honored me by reminding
me that I am a hopeless sinner.
That sounds like irony, but only in
Christ’s Kingdom do we find our
strength in confessing our utter
hopelessness. In the words of an
old John Fischer song, “I’m just
one old, lonely beggar, showing
you where I found food.”
With the Christmas bacchanalia upon us, we must remember
that we are surrounded by lost
people. Most of them have no
idea that they even need redemption. Some of them will talk about
the shallowness and commercialism of the season but forget the
fact that the child in the manger is
the fulfillment of God’s promise
to provide a redeemer.

If you are feeling particularly
courageous, do what my friend
did and make a way to share the
good news. If you are a bit more
timid, then at least pray for an
opportunity. Pray for the people
you know and care about, and
pray that God will open the door
to conversation.
Find a way to tell someone what
Christ has done for you. Go, tell it
on the mountain … or ski hill or
health club or library or sewing
circle, gourmet club, hardware
store, shop, office, factory ….
Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the program director for the Master’s program in Organizational Leadership
and the assistant dean of Business
and Leadership Programs at Bethel
University.

‘Gravity’ and the true meaning of salvation
One of this year’s biggest blockbuster films may be a great
metaphor for what it means to be
human—and why God created us
for one another
Have you ever thought about
how frightening space is? The inky
darkness, the cold, the silence and
the vacuum. We can only experience it through the glass of a climate-controlled space helmet—it’s
too deadly. It lacks essentials such
as water, warmth, and air.
But there’s one thing we need
just as much—maybe more: community. While we can biologically
survive without other people, real
life can’t be lived in isolation—even
monks who spend much of their
time alone and in silence come
together to pray and share meals.
This reality came home to me
in a profound way when I watched
Alfonso Cuarón’s groundbreaking
new movie, “Gravity,” starring Sandra Bullock and George Clooney.
Much of the buzz has centered on
the visuals, but it was the story that
I really found moving.
In the film, Bullock’s character—
a technician on board the space

…it’s hard to imagine a better
metaphor for salvation than
God’s gravity snatching us from
the void of eternal aloneness.
Eric Metaxas
shuttle Explorer—has to fight for
survival after a cascade of satellite
debris smashes into the shuttle, killing nearly all of her crew. Tumbling
helplessly through space in her
space suit, in a communications
blackout and her suit’s oxygen reserves running low, Bullock—and
audiences—get a taste of what isolation really means. It is terrifying.
The thought of dying alone,
spinning away from earth and the
human race into the blackness and
never being found, plays on some
of our deepest fears.
I won’t give away the ending, of

course, but Bullock’s character is
shortly reunited with a wise-cracking fellow crew member played
by George Clooney. And though
the two remain in peril for much
of the film, we feel palpable relief
along with the heroine when her
threat of eternal separation abates.
And lest you think I’m stretching the director’s intent, consider
that the movie gives Bullock a back
story that focuses on self-isolation
borne of grief. It’s a renunciation
of love and friendship she imposed
on herself after a loved one dies,
convincing her no guiding Intelligence inhabits the heavens.
It’s only the loss of her crew, which

leaves her living out the meaning of
irreversible solitude, that causes her
to cry out for earth, for love, for God.
She even rejoices in the barking of a
dog over her radio.
Call me crazy, but it’s hard to
imagine a better metaphor for
salvation than God’s gravity snatching us from the void of eternal
aloneness. I think that’s part of
what Jesus was getting at when
He likened Heaven to a wedding
feast—the ultimate celebration of
community and togetherness—
and simply called Hell, “the outer
darkness.”
C. S. Lewis said something similar in “The Problem of Pain,” when

explaining how he thought of damnation:
“In the long run,” he writes, “the
answer to all those who object to the
doctrine of hell, is itself a question:
What are you asking God to do?
To wipe out their past sins and, at
all costs, to give them a fresh start,
smoothing every difficulty and offering every miraculous help? But
He has done so, on Calvary. To forgive them? They will not be forgiven. To leave them alone? Alas, I am
afraid that is what He does.”
In Christianity, salvation is much
more than escaping punishment or
attaining bliss. It is the restoration
of what it means to be truly human.
This restoration is relational: we
are brought into right relation with
each other, with creation, and most
importantly with God. And for the
mind trained to think Christianly,
films like this one offer a glimpse
of that truth as through a glass (or
a space helmet), darkly.
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a
radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.
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Jefferson believed in making the church and clergy stronger
Before his death on July 4, 1826,
Thomas Jefferson wrote a note discovered only after he died. He suggested an appropriate epitaph for
his gravestone: “Here was buried
Thomas Jefferson, author of the
Declaration of American Independence, of the Statute of Virginia for
Religious Freedom, and Father of
the University of Virginia.”
Of all his accomplishments, he
wanted posterity to remember him
as an author and educator!
Some argue America is a Christian nation. In part, they are correct. The Congregational and Anglican/Episcopalian Church were
the established churches in most of
the colonies before the War of Independence (1776-1783).
Established churches enjoyed a
privileged status. They were legally
recognized as part of the Colonial
government except in Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Ministerial
salaries and church buildings were
paid for by taxpayers. Members of
dissenting churches (any member
or participant other than from the
Congregational church in New
England or the Anglican/Episcopalian church in the South) could
be fined for not attending the established church, and mandated to pay
taxes to it!
Established churches were
funded much like the state
of Minnesota funds its public
school system. Jefferson thought

The most important political right
is religious freedom. Authentic
faith is a personal matter
between God and the individual.
this was untenable, sinful and
tyrannical. His statute sought to
end this church/state relationship.
Throughout his life, Jefferson
was brutally attacked for his religious beliefs or lack thereof.
Political opponents and clergy
often hurled epithets of atheist, deist, infidel and anti-God at
him. Jefferson was not an atheist
or deist. He was born, baptized,
married and buried in the Anglican/ Episcopalian Church. He
was a lifelong, regular church attendee, both in Monticello and
as president.
He studied religion all his life,
writing his own version of the
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. He completed it while
in the White House. This “Jefferson Bible” was his attempt to
preserve the pure teachings and
morals of Jesus corrupted by the
“priest craft,” his term for self-

serving clergy and its attendant
state-supported ecclesial bureaucracy.
Although he was critical of
clergy and their power, he had
several clergy friends.
Jefferson agreed with and also
dissented with Christian theology. He did not believe in the
Trinity, atonement or miracles.
He did believe in prayer, divine
providence in the world, and the
afterlife. He was a person of faith
and knowledgeable about Christian theology.
His Statute for Religious Freedom had three goals: disestablish the Anglican/Episcopal
Church in Virginia, repeal all
laws restricting the freedom of
worship and end state/government involvement in church
matters.
His friend, James Madison,
introduced the bill in the 17841785 legislative session; it was

Robert Duffett
passed into law in 1786 while Jefferson was in France.
He did not think his statute
would destroy either faith or
the church but rather free both
from the corrosive clutches of
an alliance of church and state.
Jefferson thought disestablishing the church would, ironically,
make it stronger and its clergy
more effective.
His Declaration of 1776 disestablished the political bonds
between England and her
American colonies. His statue of
1786 disestablished the religious
bonds between church and state.
Could it be that “life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness” necessitates the freedom to believe or
not, to attend church or merely
watch the NFL on Sunday?
There is a Paul Harvey “rest
of the story” here. Those most

enthusiastic to separate church
and state in the 1770s and ’80s
were Baptists and evangelicals—
predecessors of today’s religious
right.
Why did Baptist leader John
Leland become a “Jefferson itinerant” and campaign for him in the
1800 presidential election against
the conservative, Federalist John
Adams? Why did the Baptists of
Cheshire, Massachusetts make and
deliver to Jefferson at the White
House a 1,200-pound congratulatory cheese? Why did Danbury
Baptists of Connecticut rejoice
in the high wall of “separation
between church and state” that
Jefferson promised in his famous
letter to them?
Jefferson, Baptists and evangelicals then affirmed several
profound political and religious
insights often snubbed today by
many evangelicals and the religious right.
The most important political
right is religious freedom. Authentic faith is a personal matter
between God and the individual.
The state should never, ever be
given another opportunity to
“nuzzle” its way between the individual and God.
Robert G. Duffett is president
of Eastern University in suburban
Philadelphia and a graduate of
Bethel University and Seminary.

The glitch in our healthcare crisis
The dread of death has likely
contributed more to our healthcare crisis than we think. Doctors
are writing over four billion prescriptions a year so that one out
of five children, nine out of ten
seniors, and nearly 70 percent of
our nation can pop at least one
prescription drug a day. We’re by
far the most medicated people on
the planet. Are we that sick? Can
the pharmaceutical gods save us?
“Unfortunately,” sighs Ben
Witherington, “in a secular society
the default religion is a religion
of hospitals, doctors and medicine
because the mantra is: This life is
all there is, so you must prop it up,
rescue it and delay the inevitable
as long as humanly possible.”
Perhaps this “default religion”
explains why Americans love to
watch a mindless zombie TV show
like “The Walking Dead.” For goodness sake, we can’t even let the
dead die.
The last time I checked, the
death rate remains steady at one
per person. So even if you like
your healthcare plan (and can
keep it), beating death is still not
an option for anyone.

I think the real glitch in our
healthcare system is our refusal to
face death. People bow down to
the gods of America’s default religion for one simple reason: They
fear death. The vast majority will
often admit that they are afraid
to die because of the uncertainty
of what’s next. But what they fail
to identify is what’s fueling their
fear: the “sting of death”—that is,
their sin (1 Corinthians 15:56).
What happens when people
refuse to face what they fear?
That fear ends up controlling
them. Consequently, our valiant
attempts to dodge death have
inadvertently pushed us beyond
delusion into downright slavery.
Ironically, when desperate people
become chained to the fear of
dying, they will often risk exposing themselves to a nasty list of
“common” side effects.
The good news is that Jesus took
on a human body so “that through
death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that
is, the devil, and deliver all those
who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14-15).

G.J. Wiese
Prior to Calvary, the “power of
death” that Satan wielded against
us was his claim that people should
die for their sins. Scary thought,
but he was right. Sinners cannot
enter the presence of a holy God.
The devil had an airtight case—
until Christ was raised from the
dead. In His victory over death, Jesus destroyed the files and forever
changed the way we are to look at
death.
Let’s personalize it. If all your sins
are taken away, you are not afraid
to die. Christ’s death has “swallowed up” your death, enabling
you to step into the very presence

of God at the end of your life. The
ultimate weapon Satan held against
you in dying was your sin. But you
are forgiven. The ancient serpent
can’t “sting” you with fear because
he’s been defanged.
So why do devout Christians still
fall prey to the sting of death? After all, they know they’re forgiven.
They’re absolutely convinced they
will go to heaven. Why fear death
then? I’ll offer two reasons.
Christians fear death because
they do not realize they are “crucified with Christ” (Galatians
2:20). What does that mean? If
they only knew that they “were
buried … with him by baptism
into death,” they would learn to
die daily and “walk in newness of
life” (Romans 6:4).
Those who “lose their life” gain
His—and what is the result of this
exchange? We who have “died in
Christ” and live a life that is “hidden with Christ in God” cannot
fear death because the dead cannot fear death (Colossians 3:3).
Christians also fear death because they do not know that the
same Spirit that raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in them (Romans

8:11). If they only knew that God’s
“power is made perfect in weakness,” they would boast of their
weaknesses as opportunities for
the power of the risen Lord to
manifest (2 Corinthians 12:8-10).
And when are people the weakest? When they take their last
breath, of course. But that’s exactly the moment when the Spirit
kicks into full gear! In that instant,
the believer becomes immune to
sin, despair and death. Is there
a better cause for celebration?
The Holy Spirit makes it utterly
impossible for Christians to grieve
like those who have no hope. Our
“best life now” is not all there is.
Every family has an “empty chair”
at Christmas. But instead of looking
away in fear, let’s help each other
face the real glitch in the healthcare system: our fear of death. If we
share in Christ’s risen life now, we
can face death together with faith
and joy. Whew! What a relief!
G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assistant professor of Biblical Studies at
Bethel University and a member at
First Baptist Church of Minneapolis.
She blogs at www.askdrglow.com.
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Ministry to Millennials

The ‘front edge’ of youth ministry
By Scott Noble
Part 3 in a three-part series
MINNEAPOLIS — The Rev.
Edrin Williams believes Sanctuary
Covenant Church in North Minneapolis and its Mosaic youth ministry
are on the “front edge of where all
youth ministries are headed.” The
era of traditional youth ministry is
over. The families who make up the
church, and thus the youth population in the church, are not what
they were 20 or 30 years ago.
Not only are the families different, but demographics play a larger
role now than they did in the past,
as do economics and schedules and
a whole host of other things consistent with our complex society.
“There is no such thing as a normal family,” Williams said. “When
we’re planning, we can’t just think,
‘Oh, here’s what the families look
like here. Everybody’s going to fit
into this box.’ We really spend a lot
of time thinking, ‘How does some-

thing as simple as a midweek Bible
study, how does that affect our families when they live in Eden Prairie
and Plymouth and [beyond]?”
Williams came to Minnesota
about eight years ago from South
Carolina. He attended Bethel Seminary and spent several years working at Fellowship Missionary Baptist
Church before moving to Sanctuary about two years ago—becoming its director of Youth and Family
Ministries.
During his studies at Bethel,
Williams began to be drawn to the
multi-ethnic church.
“Being here in Minnesota where
there are so many different kinds of
people, I really started to ask some
questions around why everybody
kind of worshipped in their own
corner. [I started] dreaming about
what it could look like for something to be different.”
His final project at Bethel focused on the multi-ethnic church
and reconciliation ministry. He felt
led to pursue this vision and be-

lieved that Sanctuary Covenant was
the place where he could “come
and see what all that looked like.”
“It’s one thing to have these
values expressed, but it’s kind of
a messier thing to see it lived out:
How do we do ministry with all
these different kinds of people?
How do you value diversity without
overlooking each group’s unique
contribution?” he said.
God 101
While family dynamics and demographics can create challenges
for youth ministries, so can a culture unfamiliar with basic biblical
concepts and stories. In the past,
pastors and youth leaders could
generally assume that people had a
certain level of biblical knowledge
and could then develop their ministries and outreaches with those
understood criteria in mind. That’s
no longer the case.
This fall, Williams began a youth
series called God 101, which walks
through the basic truths about God.

The Mosaic began a partnership with Minneapolis Young Life last year and
served them by being ‘extra hands and feet wherever they needed it.’

“Previously, we just assumed that
kids came with a certain amount of
knowledge about God, not knowing that kids could be sitting in
those seats hearing me talk about
God’s love but never thinking it’s
true because they had some other
twisted view,” Williams said.
The approach in God 101 is effective not only with those unfamiliar with biblical concepts but also
with those who have grown up in
the church.
Williams is currently teaching on
the Lord’s Prayer, walking through
it one line at a time. To try and see
if this approach was working with
those who did have experience in
the church, he asked a long-time
youth group member her thoughts.
“I’ve heard the Lord’s Prayer, I’ve
heard it all the time,” the student
told Williams. “But nobody ever
broke it down like this.”
Partnering
Last year, Williams decided to
have the youth group gather on
Sunday mornings and then get
together one night during the
week to volunteer in the community. He knew of Christian
organizations in the area who
were struggling to find leaders
for their outreaches.
“So I said, ‘I have leaders, but our
kids are having trouble getting into
the city. These other organizations
have kids, but they’re having problems finding leaders. Why don’t we
do some partnership stuff?’” Williams said.
So the group partnered with
Minneapolis Young Life and served
them by being “extra hands and
feet wherever they needed it,” Williams said. “If that’s serving meals,
if that’s playing games with the kids,
forming relationships with the kids.
We really just wanted to be there
to empower them to do what they
were doing better.”
That effort ultimately changed
the way Mosaic did ministry. It was
an opportunity for the kids to be
on the “front lines” with kids who
don’t have a church background
and don’t have an interest in the
Bible. But who, Williams believes,
still need to know God’s love.
Older mentors
While those who help out with
youth ministries tend to be younger

or the parents of those in the youth
group, Williams said he would love
to have a 50-year-old on his team.
“Kids want to hear from older
people,” he said. “Even sometimes
when they act like they aren’t listening, they want to hear from other
folks.”
Williams warns older adults, however, that kids will test them to see
if they are sincere in their commitment to them.
“They want to see if you are going to be around or is this kind of
a one-time thing?” Williams said.
“Some stranger comes in and tells
me what I need to do and walks
away, or is this somebody who is going to keep saying hello to me each
Sunday, keep telling me to pull my
pants up or keep telling me to stop
running in the hallway?”
If young people sense that older
adults are committed and sincere,
it can have valuable results.
“Once an adult shows themselves
as consistent, they have all kinds of
access and all kinds of authority to
speak into a kid’s life,” he said.
Not all fun and games
Williams notes that one of the
misconceptions of youth pastors is
that they spend a lot of their time
playing games and having fun with
the kids. While they do spend a lot
of their time engaged in fun activities, Williams said it has a purpose:
to build relational capital.
Williams said the investment of
their time is worth it, because “one
day, by His grace, God opens the
door and allows us to have a conversation that says, ‘Look, you know
me, I know you. You’ve been messing around for a long time. Here’s
what you need to do. You need to
be serious about your faith. You
need to make a commitment to
God ….’”
Williams and other youth pastors
have earned the right to speak that
way into a kid’s life “because we’ve
built these relationships for a long
time. It’s God’s timing, but the fact
that I get to be a part of that, and I
get to witness it … there is no greater payoff ….”

For more information about Sanctuary Covenant Church, visit www.
sanctuarycov.org.

With encouragement, mentoring and direction, youth—like those in Mosaic—can
accomplish big things.
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Popular Christian author delivers message of generosity
By Scott Noble
MINNEAPOLIS — As you make
more money, the amount you give
away should increase, correct?
That’s the common assumption,
but according to Andy Crouch, executive editor of “Christianity Today” and author of “Playing God:
Redeeming the Gift of Power,” the
opposite actually holds true.
Crouch was in town last month
speaking at Thrivent Financial’s
“Voices of Generosity” speaking series, which looks at ways Christians
can lives generous lives “full of
abundance and purpose.”
His talk focused on what he
called “two odd truths.”
“The first truth is when you look
at Americans and their income and
their giving, the more you make as
an American family on average, the
less you give as a percentage of your
income,” Crouch said in an interview with the Christian Examiner
prior to his talk.
Research demonstrates, according to Crouch, that the people
who make the least actually give
the most as a percentage. This also
holds true for America as a whole.
“GDP per capita has gone up
dramatically since the 1960s,”
Crouch continued. “And like in a
perfect inverse correlation, giving
has gone down per capita. We are
much more affluent than we were
50 years ago, and we give considerably less than we gave 50 years ago.”
The second “odd truth” Crouch
discussed revolves around the relationship between earnings and
generosity.
“The more you give within a given income bracket, the more you
make,” he said. “It’s a very odd com-

Andy Crouch recently spoke at Thrivent
Financial’s ‘Voices of Generosity’
lecture series in Minneapolis.

bination of realities. If you divide
people up by how much they make
and you ask how much they give,
you find this decline. But if you ask
within, say, a given income bracket
how generous is a given person or
household, and you look at their
earnings, their earnings go up with
generosity.”
Both “odd truths” have things to
say about us as individuals and as
believers.
The first “odd truth” demonstrates the “power of mammon,”
Crouch said.
“[Mammon is] the word for money as an idol,” he said. “It’s not just a
synonym for money; it’s money that
has become an idol. The basic pattern of idols is the more you worship them, the more they demand

of you and the less they deliver to
you. The more you worship money,
the more you need money and the
less you’re going to give money.”
The second “odd truth” relates to
who God is.
“As you give, you actually oddly
become in a sense more affluent …
because this is the way God has actually
set the world up to work,” he said. “That
when you give, you are dethroning the
idol of mammon in your life … and
are no longer serving that false God,
and so you actually become more the
fruitful, flourishing person you were
meant to be.”
When we give, Crouch said, we
are relinquishing control. We are
giving up our claim to the money
and are open to what the receivers
will do as stewards of it.
“When I give, I become more free of
my attachment with money, and then I
have a right relationship with the rest
of the money I make and spend and
save and invest,” he said.
While this makes the philosophical argument, Crouch hopes to encourage people to become more
generous by adopting two practical—and related—ideas: do a small
thing and a big thing.
Crouch advises that we make a
small, regular change in how much
we give. For example, if we give
away $100 a month, we should try
to give away $120. The change is
small, but it’s important to make it
consistent.
“Most real transformation happens through small things that are
repeated over time,” Crouch said.
“I also think there is great value
in making one big, risky decision,”
he went on. “The amount is really
not the issue …. The question is really not the amount; it’s what feels

like a risk …. I think there’s a place
for these very dramatic moments
where we say, ‘I want my life to look
different because Jesus is becoming
more real to me, and so I’m going
to do something dramatic.’”

ATHEISTS…
Continued from page 3
ed, in part because it is perceived
to be edgy and cool, and it costs a
person nothing in terms of actual
commitments,” Scorgie said.
The San Diego Coalition of Reason
represents nearly 20 local anti-religion
groups that partner together through
their commitment to humanist, atheist,
skeptic and free-thought causes.
“The recent phenomenon of ‘atheist churches’ is not so much a fad as
a publicity stunt concocted by some
British comedian,” Scorgie said. “It’s
rather clever, actually, but it is probably
unsustainable once the provocative
novelty wears off. It remains to be
seen whether they can inspire sacrificial giving, transform lives, reconcile
estranged persons, offer solace to
the dying and comfort to families in
crisis, and lead in humanitarian efforts
worldwide. Good luck with all that.”
The irony, the professor said, is their
use of the word church, which means
“The Lord’s people” in Greek.
“To some limited extent, atheist gatherings can address these sociological
and psychological needs,” Scorgie said.
From belief to militancy
Dr. James D. Smith III, a professor of Church History at Bethel
Seminary San Diego, said the rise in
American atheism has also brought
about more aggressive stands
against Christianity. In the 1980s

For more information about
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and
its “Voices of Generosity” speaking
series, visit www.thrivent.com.

the face of atheism often centered
around one woman, Madeline Murray O’Hare, who Smith said was as
candid about “her camp’s underside” as her own lack of belief.
Over the years, Smith said, he
began seeing a shift led by a new
wave of atheists, including Richard
Dawkins and Sam Harris. Most notably was a 2006 “Beyond Belief”
Conference at the University of
California, San Diego.
“Many of the scientists and ‘public
atheists’ seem self-absorbed in their
‘knowledge’ claims and contempt for
religion, period,” Smith said, adding
that the scholars were often patronizing, dishonest and naïve.
“One of the few other Christian
attendees, a scientist, commented
on the ‘revival atmosphere’ move to
materialist-idolatry, with a processed
Darwin as patron saint. Yes, two different atheist crowds, but also a different
day—and institutional militance.”
Beyond stridency
Scorgie said the gatherings and
research point to yet another opportunity for the Christian church
when it freely operates from a robust and vibrant faith experience.
“I think the takeaway from this
phenomenon is that there are a lot
of people out there who are disillusioned, and sometimes bitter,
about organized Christianity and
their own failure to connect in fulfilling ways with the transcendent,”
Scorgie said.
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Inspiration gift ideas: Ducks, bears, study Bibles and music
By Lori Arnold

‘The Duck Commander
Devotional’
Those enamored with the call
of God—and ducks—might be the
perfect recipient for the new camouflage-covered “The Duck Commander Devotional,” a 365-day
inspirational book by Alan Robertson, a member of the uber-popular
Duck Dynasty clan made famous
by the A&E reality series. Alan,
a former pastor, is
the clean-cut son of
Duck Commander
founder Phil Robertson and his wife, Kay.
Duck Commander,
launched in the early
’70s, is a Louisianabased company that
makes duck calls for
hunters.
The show primar-

ily centers on the escapades of Robertson’s other three Bayou-bearded
sons: Willie, who is now CEO of the
company, Jase and Jep, their families and employees. Although the
story line varies from week to week,
a staple of the show is communal
prayer time as the extended family
gathers around the dinner table.
The wildly popular franchise—
which logged the highest-rated
season opener on cable TV a few
months back—has proven to be
adept at marketing with the advent
of a host of other Duck
Dynasty offerings that
include the Christmas
album, “Duck the Halls”;
the film “Duck Commander,” which chronicles Phil Robertson’s journey from the first duck
call to an entertainment
dynasty; Jase Robertson’s
“Faith in the Duck Bind”;
“Miss Kay’s Duck Com-

mander Kitchen” cookbook and
several books by Uncle Si Robertson, Phil’s philosophical-waxing
and story-yarning brother.
Although the 400-page “The Duck
Commander Devotional” bears Alan’s
name, the entire family, plus some of
their employees, contribute to the
motivational messages. Each day’s entries feature an abbreviated message,
Scripture and prayer.
The devotional retails for $16.99.
www.imprints.simonandschuster.
biz/howard.

Jeremiah Study Bible
Radio listeners across America
familiar with the spiritual influence
of Dr. David Jeremiah, senior pastor at Shadow Mountain Community Church in El Cajon, Calif., and
founder of Turning Point broadcast ministries, may have an interest in the bestselling author’s most
significant project to date: The Jeremiah Study Bible.

The radio pastor selected his favorite version, the New King James,
on which to build the new study edition. This version is the one he uses
to preach on each Sunday morning
at Shadow Mountain.
The Jeremiah Study Bible is the
culmination of nearly five decades
of exhaustive study and focuses on
three simple things: What does the
Bible say?
What does
it mean?
And what
does it
mean for
you?”
“That’s
the most
important
thing, because if
people
walk away
from the
Bible and
they know
what it
says and they know what it means,
but they don’t know how it works
in their own life, they will see no
change,” Jeremiah said in a statement earlier this year announcing
the pending release,
At 2,240 pages, the study tool
includes comprehensive introductions to each of the 66 books of
the Bible, more than 8,000 crossreferenced study notes meticulously
compiled by Jeremiah throughout
his ministry, and hundreds of articles and sidebars designed to equip
the reader with supplemental information and application.
In addition to the introductions,
notes, articles and sidebars, the study
Bible also features numerous charts
and maps along with geographical
and archaeological information, a
teacher’s topical index, an 80-plus
page concordance, and online digital
and multimedia resources accessible
through Quick Response Codes (QR
codes) which include additional written materials and video introductions
prepared by Jeremiah.
The Bible was scheduled to be
unveiled Dec. 5 during a celebration gathering featuring Mercy Me
at Madison Square Garden. Published by Worthy Publishing Group,
the study Bible is available in seven
distinct styles, including leather and
hardback.
It lists for $49.99.
For more information, visit www.
worthypublishing.com.

The Berenstain Bears
Storybook Bible
The classically endearing Berenstain Bears, chronicled in stories
since 1962, take on matters of faith
with The
Berenstain
Bears Sto-rybook Bi-ble Deluxe
Edition,
a mixed-media sett
designed for children ages 4 to 8.
The Bible, illustrated by Mike Berenstain and his late mother, Jan,
highlights 23 Old and New Testament stories, and comes with an accompanying audio CD that supplements each story, helping to guide
little ones through the text as they
discover God’s message in the familiar Berenstain style.
The children’s Bible is an update
to an introductory one released last
year.
The stories are told through the

eyes of the cubs and include vivid
illustrations, including the Lord’s
Supper. As the cubs listen to God’s
Word, they envision Bible characters to look and act just like them.
Their imagination comes to life
through playful artwork on more
than 200 illustrated pages. $24.99.
www.zondervan.com.

‘The Perfect
Christmas Pageant’
Noted Bible teacher Joyce
Meyer, who published her 100th
book this year, turns her attention
to the younger crowd with “The
Perfect Christmas Pageant,” the
fourth offering in her Everyday
Zoo children’s series.
The book centers on the prepageant trials of Hayley Hippo,
who discovers the logistics of
leading a cast of artists isn’t
easy. Thanks to the wisdom of
Pouch the Pelican, Hayley is able
Po
to recapture the essence of the
Christmas story even as she creates
a dazzling production.
The book is illustrated by
Mary Sullivan, who specializes in
child-oriented art. $15.99. www.
joycemeyer.org.

‘My Hope: Songs
Inspired by the
Message and Mission
of Billy Graham’
Looking beyond the seasonal
collections, a new project—features some of the biggest names in
Christian music—coming together in a tribute to “America’s Pastor.” “My Hope: Songs Inspired
by the Message and Mission of
Billy Graham,”
marks
the celebration
of the
evangelist’s 95th
birthday
and his
latest sermon series, “My Hope America.”
“Our sincere desire is that
this collection of songs brings
honor to Dr. Graham and the
cross of Christ that he has faithfully represented over his many
years of ministry,” said Peter
York, president of Capitol CMG
Label Group. “This project was
written and recorded out of great
respect and appreciation for this
incredible man and his message
of hope to the world.”
Participating artists, who all
have a special connection to
Graham, are Michael W.
Smith, Israel Houghton,
Kari Jobe, Newsboys,
Matthew West, Tommy
Coomes Band, Nichole
Nordeman, TobyMac,
Darlene Zschech, Amy
Grant and Lacey Sturm.
Featured songs include “We
Believe,” “The Cross is my Confession,” “Be My Rescue,” “Jesus
Take All of Me,” “Broken Pieces”
and “City on our Knees.”
In addition to the music tribute, the album coincides with
the “My Hope America with Billy
Graham” evangelistic outreach,
which included a broadcast
television special and “The Reason for My Hope” book.” The
album retails for $13.99. www.
myhopethealbum.com.
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Popular quartet to give Christmas concert
Early music passion leads to
lifelong career for Ernie Haase
By Scott Noble
SAINT PAUL — When Ernie
Haase was a kid, his parents used
to hold prayer meetings at their
home. Before they would start,
those gathered would say, “Ernie,
sing for us.” About 30 minutes later, Haase recalls, those same people
would say, “Ernie, stop!”
From a young age, Haase loved
to sing and perform, saying, “I just
always wanted to make people happy, make them smile. And my way
of doing that is through my music.”
Decades later, Haase and his popular quartet, Ernie Haase and Signature Sound are still making people smile. They will make their way
to St. Paul on Dec. 15 for a Christmas concert at Bethel University.
This is the group’s third year of
doing a Christmas tour and coincides
with their “Christmas Live!” DVD/CD
combo, which is a live concert recorded
in Kentucky with a full band, choir
and children’s chorus. The package
includes Christmas classics and others
songs of the season.
This is Haase’s 26th year of touring, first with the Cathedrals and
now with Signature Sound. Unlike
the pop and country music worlds,
Haase said Christian artists are almost always touring.
“We don’t have a season when
we’re not touring,” he said. “We’re
always on the road, singing in
churches and auditoriums and
events.”
This past summer, however, Haase
took a mini-sabbatical, spending virtually three months at home. During that
time, he reconnected with families and
friends and went to his 30-year high
school reunion.
“[The sabbatical] put everything
back into perspective, and I found
out that I could walk away from it,
that there is more to life than being on the stage,” Haase said. “But I
also found out that it is my calling,
it is my first love and that although
I don’t like being gone from home,
I do know that that’s what I am put
on this earth to do. I love doing
what I’m called to do.”
While being on the road has ob-

Who:

Ernie Haase & Signature
Sound in concert

When:

Sunday, Dec. 15, 2pm

Where: Benson Great Hall,
Bethel University
Cost:

$20 / $25
Groups (10+) $15

Tickets: (651) 638-6333
www.musicforthemaster.com

vious challenges, it can also be difficult to remain strong in your faith.
“You have to have a walk,” Haase
said. “You have to have a personal
walk. It’s no different than your
marriage. When I go on the road,
I never take two or three days and
not call home and connect with my
wife and my family at home and
what’s going on, where you are,
what happened today. It’s connecting, and you’ve got to have that
connection with the Lord; you have
to walk with Him.”
As a kid, Haase was always attracted to the music of quartets. He
remembers listening to the Cathedrals, the Gaithers, the Imperials,
and Jimmy Jones and the Harmonizing Four, venerable groups that
sang gospel music with harmony.
He also enjoyed the gospel records
of Elvis Presley, especially when he
had quartets sing back-up.
In 1990, Haase was asked to join
the Cathedrals, an opportunity that
would ultimately change his life.
During his time with the popular
group, Haase said he learned just as
much off the stage as he did on the
stage. Things like professionalism.
“They were talented, they were
gifted, they were professionals,” he
said. “I don’t remember ever seeing them exhibit [anything but]
pure class, pure calling and a sense
of purpose when they walked on
stage, even when they were sick,
even when the crowd was very, very
small. It was just excellence par
none.”
Haase has taken that lesson and
applied it to other areas of his life.
Over the years, Ernie Haase and
Signature Sound have had the op-

Ernie Haase and Signature Sound will perform a Christmas Concert at Bethel University on Dec. 15.

portunity to travel overseas, enjoying surprising success. Last year,
the group traveled to India, South
Africa, Australia, New Zealand and
Eastern Europe. While the crowds
are different—sometimes rushing
the stage—the message the group
tries to convey is the same.
When that message is conveyed
effectively, it gives Haase—and the
group—the assurance their music
is having an impact.
Recently a gentleman from Lat-

via drove the group to the airport.
He told the group a story about how
he had left his family and moved to
Russia to live like a “wild man.” He
heard the group’s “Forgiven Again”
song on the Internet and told the
group, “I got convicted, and I called
home and I said, ‘If you’ll have me
back, I’d love to come back and try
to make this right.’”
The man and his sons have now
begun their own band; it’s called Signature Sound Riga Latvia.

“[To see that your music is] shaping
hearts and lives, and it’s putting pieces
back together …” Haase said. “Not us,
not our music, but the Lord is using it.
I grew up loving the Lord, I grew up
in church. I can’t remember a time
when I didn’t love the Lord. But I did
not get into this business because I was
a minister. Some preachers feel that
calling. I didn’t feel that. I just wanted
to sing. I loved the music. But it didn’t
take me very long to figure out that it’s
more than music. God is using this.”
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

THRU DEC 29

DEC 3 • TUESDAY

Guthrie Theater presents “A Christmas Carol” • (612) 377-2224, guthrietheater.org

Free Community Meal, 5:30am. Calvary
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley
Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 545-5659

THRU JAN 19
Triple Espresso, a highly caffeinated
comedy. The Music Box Theatre, 1407
Nicollet Ave., Mpls • (612) 874-1100,
tripleespresso.com

DEC 1 • SUNDAY
Remembrance Service, when grief competes with memories & traditions, 4pm.
Brooklyn Park EV Free Church, 7849 W.
Broadway, Brooklyn Park • (763) 3916140 x30

DEC 1-31
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art,
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo” Exhibit. Mon-Wed
1-3pm; Sun 3-5pm, Oakridge Community
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater •
agapearts.net

“Whole Person-Whole Health” life-skills
seminar with Megan Knuth speaking,
6:30pm. Frontier Fellowship/RCMI,
1139 Payne Ave., St. Paul. Free • (651)
283-5116

DEC 4 • WEDNESDAY
Book of Revelation Revealed. Are we in
the End Times? With Lorvin “The Godinator” speaking, 7pm. 6937 US Hwy 10
NW, Ramsey. Free • (9763) 350-7458,
holyworldministries.com

DEC 6 • FRIDAY
KKMS “Women in Ministry” event, featuring Jaci Velasquez, 11am-1pm. Embassy
Suites Mpls Airport. Free (women in
ministry leadership) • kkms.com

www.christianexaminer.com

DEC 6 • FRIDAY (cont.)
nd

2 Annual Women of Faith Christmas
Celebration (simulcast) with Max Lucado
speaking, 6pm. Knollwood Christian
Church, 3639 Quebec Ave. S, St. Louis
Park • (952) 938-1121
Action for Children – Zambia, 10th anniversary celebration, 6pm, Reichel’s Event
Center, Annandale. Dinner, live auction,
program, music, dancing by the Jupes.
$50 • (763) 670-3940, afczambia.org
KKMS Concert with Jaci Velasquez, 7pm.
Edinbrook Church, Brooklyn Park. $15-25
• kkms.com
Country Gospel Christmas with musical
guests Kara Seng & Ian Lindsay, 7pm.
Crowne Point Church, Richfield. Free-will
offering • (612) 961-8812
The Twin Cities Master’s Chorale presents “Christmas at Wooddale” concert,
8pm. Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie.
$10 • twincitiesmasterschorale.org

DEC 6-8 • FRI-SUN
“Songs of the Season” Christmas concert, Fri. & Sat. 7:30pm & Sun. 4pm.
The College of Fine Arts, North Central
University, Trask Worship Center. $10 •
ncufinearts.com

DEC 6-15

DEC 13 • FRIDAY (cont.)

It’s A Wonderful Life. North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills. Various costs
• (651) 797-7071, (651) 797-7072

The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art,
Opening Reception, 5:30-7pm. Oakridge
Community Church, 610 County Road 5,
Stillwater • agapearts.net

DEC 7 • SATURDAY
The Birthing of a Diamond, helping men
& women understand God, 9am. 2006
James Ave., Mpls • (952) 688-2199

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social, 6:30pm. Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka • (612)
866-8970, (651) 649-4525

“Interpreting the Language of the Heart”
Women’s Fellowship with Health Fair,
11am-1pm; Fair 1-3pm. Arnold P. Williams Community Center, 999 Selby Ave.,
St. Paul • (651) 290-2348

“Tidings of Joy” Christmas Festival with
Exultate Chamber Choir & Orchestra
in concert, 7:30pm. Lake Nokomis
Lutheran Church, 5011 31st Ave., Mpls.
$15-20 • (651) 707-0727, exultate.org

Prayer meeting, for the bound & broken/
Revival of America, 5pm. Olivet UM
Church, 3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale
• (651) 285-6190

Musical ensemble, VocalEssence 45th
holiday season of concerts, 7:30pm.
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,
Apple Valley. $10+ • (612) 371-5656,
vocalessence.org

Musical ensemble, VocalEssence 45th
holiday season of concerts, 7:30pm.
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stillwater. $10+
• (612) 371-5656, vocalessence.org
The Twin Cities Master’s Chorale presents “Christmas at Wooddale” concert, 2
& 8pm. Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie.
$10 • twincitiesmasterschorale.org

Mary Beth Carlson’s Annual Christmas
Concer t with special guests Diane
Tremaine, Mark Henderson, Justin Knoepfel & more, 7:30pm. St. Michael’s
Lutheran Church, 9201 Normandale
Blvd., Bloomington. $16 • (952) 9342319, marybethcarlson.com

DEC 7-8 • SAT-SUN

DEC 13-14 • FRI-SAT

Marriage Encounter, 9am. Mt. Olivet Conference & Retreat Center, Farmington.
$200 • (651) 454-3238, marriages.org

National Lutheran Choir 28th Annual
Concert Series. Christmas Festival featuring Kevin Siegfried, Thomas Trenny
& organist/pianist Gregory Peterson,
Fri. 4:30 & 8pm & Sat. 8pm. Basilica
of Saint Mary, 88 North 17th St., Mpls.
$20-28 • (612) 722-2301, nlca.com

DEC 8 • SUNDAY

The Christmas Treasure…

a gift of peace and promise
Mary Beth Carlson and Guest Musicians
Friday, Dec. 13, 7:30pm
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington

Guest Ensemble: $IANE 4REMAINE CELLO s %LISA (ORNING VIOLIN
%MILY (AGEN VIOLA s #ORY 7ONG GUITAR s -ARK (ENDERSON WOODWINDS
$EBI +ILDE VOCALIST s 4HE 4RONES &AMILY VOCALISTS
4ICKETS 'ENERAL !DMISSION  s !GES  AND UNDER  s 'ROUP RATE FOR  OR MORE 

WWWMARYBETHCARLSONCOM s   

A Christmas Celebration with Sara
Renner & Tonia Hughes in concert, 9 &
10:30am. Trinity EV Free Church, 10658
210th St. W, Lakeville. Free • (952) 4355548, trinityefc.net
Advent Workshop, make Christmas
decorations for your home, 2pm. Calvary
Lutheran Church, Gym, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 231-2945
Christmas Concert “Once Upon a Christmas” with over 100 musicians comprising of Calvary’s choirs & orchestra, 3:30
& 6pm. Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520
Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley. $12-15
• (763) 231-2945

DEC 8-31

DEC 14 • SATURDAY

“Gloria in Excelsis Deo!” The Oakridge
Gallery of Gospel Art. Mon.-Wed. 1-3pm &
Sun. 3-5pm (or by appointment). Oakridge
Community Church, 610 County Road 5,
Stillwater • agapearts.net

Men’s Christmas Celebration, 7:40am.
Calvary Lutheran Church, Gathering
Room, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (763) 231-2981

DEC 10 • TUESDAY
Free Community Meal, 5:30am. Calvary
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley
Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 545-5659
Christmas Soiree, live theatre entertainment, 6:30pm. Open Window Theatre,
1313 Chestnut Ave. #102, Mpls. $15
• (612) 615-1515, openwindowtheatre.
org

DEC 11 • WEDNESDAY
Book of Revelation Revealed. Are we in
the End Times? With Lorvin “The Godinator” speaking, 7pm. 6937 US Hwy 10
NW, Ramsey. Free • (9763) 350-7458,
holyworldministries.com

Benson Great Hall @ Bethel University in St. Paul
For tickets, call 651-638-6333 or visit www.musicforthemaster.com
Reserved Seating: $22.25, Group rate (10+): $17.25; At-the-door: $27.25

presented by

Discovering David Dansville Musical
Production, Fri. 7pm, Sat 3 & 7pm &
Sun. 3pm. Friendship Church, 12800
Marystown Rd., Shakopee. $5 • (952)
447-8282, friendship-church.org
The Choir & Orchestra of First EV Free
Church-St. Paul presents “God With
Us,” 7pm Fri. & Sat. & 6pm Sun. 2696
Hazelwood St., Maplewood • (651) 7775180, firstefc.org

The MN Christian Writers Guild “The
World of Picture Books” with Nancy
Carlson speaking, 6:30-9pm. Bethlehem
Baptist Church, 720 13th Ave. S, Mpls.
$40 members, $20 full-time students
• info@mnchristianwriters.com

Sunday, December 15, 2 p.m.

DEC 13-15 • FRI-SUN

Musical ensemble, VocalEssence 45th
holiday season of concerts, 4pm. Plymouth Congregational Church, Mpls. $10+
• (612) 371-5656, vocalessence.org

DEC 9 • MONDAY

FIRST EVER CHRISTMAS CONCERT IN MINNESOTA

6th Annual MN Adult & Teen Challenge
Christmas Concert featuring Bebo Norman,
7pm. Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie Rd.,
Eden Prairie. $10-25, $75 limited seats +
meet/greet • mntc.org/christmas

DEC 12 • THURSDAY
Preschool Christmas Program, 6:30pm.
Grace Lutheran Church, 18360 Minnetonka
Blvd., Deephaven • (952) 473-2362
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Business
Meeting. North Heights Lutheran, Arden
Hills • macfm.org

DEC 12-15 • THU-SUN
“The Christmas Gift,” 11am-7pm, Artisan
Gallery, 120 Main St. N., Stillwater •
agapearts.net

DEC 13 • FRIDAY
“The Unintended Reformation: How a
religious revolution secularize society”
lecture with Brad Gregory speaking,
12noon. Heller hall, University of MN •
maclaurincsf.org

Christian Songwriters Workshop, 2pm.
1139 Payne Ave., St. Paul. Free. By MN
Association of Christian Songwriters
• macsmn.org
Musical ensemble, VocalEssence 45th
holiday season of concerts, 7:30pm.
Colonial Church of Edina. $10+ • (612)
371-5656, vocalessence.org
“Tidings of Joy” Christmas Festival with
Exultate Chamber Choir & Orchestra in
concert, 7:30pm. Chapel of St. Thomas
Aquinas, UN of St. Thomas, St. Paul.
$15-20 • (651) 707-0727, exultate.org

DEC 14-15 • SAT-SUN
The Christmas Story: A “Live” Drive-Thru
Presentation, 6:30-8:30pm. New Brighton
Christian Church, 1500 29th Ave. NW, New
Brighton. Free • (651) 633-7152, nbcc.cc

DEC 15 • SUNDAY
Experience Christmas with Ernie Haase
& Signature Sound in concert, 2pm. Benson Great Hall, Bethel University, St. Paul.
$15-25. By Music for the Master • (651)
638-6333, musicforthemaster.com
Star of Messiah Presentation with Aaron
Eby speaking, 2:30 & 6:30pm. Beth Immanuel, 916 6th St., Hudson, WI. Free
• (715) 386-0106
“Tidings of Joy” Christmas Festival with
Exultate Chamber Choir & Orchestra
in concert, 4pm. Church of the Annunciation, 509 W. 54th St., Mpls. $15-20
• (651) 707-0727, exultate.org
Musical ensemble, VocalEssence 45th
holiday season of concerts, 4pm. Plymouth Congregational Church, Mpls. $10+
• (612) 371-5656, vocalessence.org

DEC 17 • TUESDAY
Women’s Christmas Program & Dessert
with Pianist Mary Beth Carlson, 7pm.
Calvary Lutheran Church, Gathering
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DEC 17 • TUESDAY (cont.)

DEC 22 • SUNDAY (cont.)

Room, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley. $10 • (763) 231-2981

Outreach Service with Apostle Julie Hartigan, 2pm. 515 Farrington St., St. Paul
• (763) 544-7700, inthrmin.org

DEC 18 • WEDNESDAY
Book of Revelation Revealed. Are we in
the End Times? With Lorvin “The Godinator” speaking, 7pm. 6937 US Hwy 10
NW, Ramsey. Free • (9763) 350-7458,
holyworldministries.com

DEC 19 • THURSDAY
Christmas Candlelight Worship, 7pm.
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden
Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 545-5659

DEC 19-22 • THU-SUN
“The Christmas Gift,” 11am-7pm, Artisan
Gallery, 120 Main St. N., Stillwater •
agapearts.net

DEC 20 • FRIDAY
American Swedish Institute Christmas
program presents Tim Dahl, guitarist,
in concert, 12noon-2:30pm. 2600 Park
Ave. S, Mpls • (952) 236-9578

DEC 20-21 • FRI-SAT
The Christmas Story Comes to Life, a
drive-by Live Nativity, 6-8pm. Knollwood
Christian Church, 3639 Quebec Ave S,
St. Louis Park. Free • (952) 938-1121,
knollwoodcc.org
Discovering David Dansville Musical
Production, 7pm. Friendship Church,
12800 Marystown Rd., Shakopee. $5
• (952) 447-8282, friendship-church.org

DEC 21 • SATURDAY
National Lutheran Choir 28th Annual
Concert Series. Christmas Festival featuring Kevin Siegfried, Thomas Trenny
& organist/pianist Gregory Peterson, 2
& 5pm. Christ Church Cathedral, 1210
Locust St., St. Louis • nlca.com
Donny & Marie “Christmas in Minneapolis,” 7:30pm, Target Center, Minneapolis
• 1-888-929-7849, axs.com

DEC 22 • SUNDAY
Christmas Celebration & Community

DEC 24 • TUESDAY
Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser vice,
10:30pm. Grace Lutheran Church,
18360 Minnetonka Blvd., Deephaven
• (952) 473-2362
Christmas Eve Service, 2 & 4pm. North
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 W. Hwy
96, Arden hills • (651) 797-7800
Christmas Eve Service, 2, 7 & 10:30pm.
North Heights Lutheran Church, 2701
Rice Street, Roseville • (651) 797-7800

DEC 25 • WEDNESDAY
Christmas Day Service, 2, 7 & 10:30pm.
North Heights Lutheran Church, 2701
Rice Street, Roseville • (651) 797-7800
Christmas Day Community Sing, G.F.
Handel’s “Messiah,” 3pm, Oakridge
Community Church, 610 County Rd 5,
Stillwater • agapearts.net DEC 28 •
SATURDAY
Wailing Women Gathering Prayer &
Intercession Meeting, 11am. Brookdale
Librar y, 6125 Shingle Creek Pkwy,
Brooklyn Center. Free, wear white,
must register • 1-800-230-2943,
womenencouragingeachother.com

JAN 11 • SATURDAY
Recharge: A conference for people ministering to children, youth & families. Speakers
include Rich Van Pelt & Cassie Nault • (651)
484-9400, ministryrecharge.com

JAN 31 • FRIDAY
Laugh for Life with Jeff Allen, 7pm. Autumn Ridge Church, Rochester. $10-12.
Benefiting New Life Family Services •
1-800-965-9324, nlfs.org

FEB 1 • SATURDAY
Laugh for Life with Jeff Allen, 7pm. Grace
Church, Eden Prairie. $10-12. Benefiting
New Life Family Services • 1-800-9659324, nlfs.org

Group looking
for musicians
TWIN CITIES — Our Melody
Moments, a Christian-based ministry that performs for seniors
around the Twin Cities and Western Wisconsin, is looking to add to
its stable of singers and musicians.
By the end of 2013, the group
will have performed at more than
200 establishments—after gaining
its nonprofit status in January of
this year.
The group performs many standards from the 1930s, 1940s and
1950s, songs that many seniors recognize.
For more information on the
group or to discuss joining Our
Melody Moments, call (715) 5310264.

Bebo Norman featured at
Adult & Teen Challenge
Christmas concert

and Greet tickets available for $75.
To reserve a ticket, visit www.
mntc.org/christmas.

Facility group to hold
year-end review
ARDEN HILLS — The Minnesota Association of Church Facility
Managers will hold its next monthly
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 12 at
North Heights Lutheran Church in
Arden Hills. This month’s meeting
will include a year-end review and
break-out sessions.
The group meets monthly for fellowship, networking, professional
development and resource sharing.
The membership is from a broad
spectrum of church facilities, from
large campuses with several staff
members to small congregations
with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the
group and its monthly meetings,
visit www.macfm.org.

EDEN PRAIRIE — The sixth Conference aims to
annual Minnesota Adult and
Teen Challenge Christmas Con- ‘recharge’ your ministry
BROOKLYN PARK — Grace Felcert will be held on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 13 and 14 at 7:00 p.m. lowship in Brooklyn Park will host
“Recharge: A conferat Grace Church in
ence for people minisEden Prairie. This
tering to children, youth
year’s concert will
and families,” on Saturfeature Christian
day, Jan. 11. The event,
recording artist
sponsored by Youth
Bebo Norman.
Leadership, will include
The 350-person
a variety of workshops,
choir will sing and
including “Ministry to
share stories of
Teenage Girls”; “Stephope and encourping Out of the Way so
agement.
Teens Can Lead”; “How
Ticket
prices
to Survive and Thrive in
range from $10 to
Ministry”; and “Ministry
$25, with a limited
Bebo Norman
to a Fatherless Generanumber of Meet

Leadership Training & Equipping
Strengthening Leaders & Equipping the Next Generation

“Come to the Fountain”
Leadership & Healing Conference
July 10-12, 2014
North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills

Dr. Peggy Elliott

Apostle Julie Hartigan

Pastor Eleanor Joy

Early Bird Discount Registration ends Jan. 31, 2014 (Pastor/Leader Dinner)

www.inthrmin.org
Other links:
CHRISTIAN SINGLES – MINNEAPOLIS/ST.PAUL
www.meetup.com/Christian-Singles-Minneapolis-St-Paul
MARKETPLACE MINISTRY EVENTS
www.meetup.com/Marketplace-Ministry-Events

Great gift idea for
pastors, leaders,
students and even
stay-at-home parents

— Sponsored by —

International Healing & Restoration Ministries (IHRM), Minnesota
Miracles Ministry (MMM), Bible Study and Books Nonproﬁt (BSBN)
11106 Sunset Trail, Plymouth | www.inthrmin.org | (763) 544-7700

Agapé Arts llc donates all proﬁts to Christian ministries and missions. Sales from “The
Christmas Gift” Artisan Gallery beneﬁt participating gospel artists with gallery profits supporting adoption + orphan care. All rights reserved, Agapé Arts llc, 2013-14
www.agapearts.net · PO Box 235, Stillwater, MN 55082

tion.”
Keynote speakers include Rich
Van Pelt, president of Youth Ministry Without Borders and director
of Ministry Relationships for Compassion International; and Cassie
Nault, pastor at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in West St. Paul.
For more information or to register, visit www.ministryrecharge.com
or call (651) 484-9400.
In addition, Youth Leadership
will host “Better Safe than Sued” on
Thursday, Dec. 12 from 9:00 a.m. to
noon. The event, led by Annie Perdue-Olson and Amy Schroeder, will
discuss procedures that help protect ministries from legal action.
The event is $45.
For more information, visit www.
youthleadership.org.

Guthrie to host ‘A
Christmas Carol’
MINNEAPOLIS — The Guthrie Theater will host “A Christmas
Carol” now through Dec. 29. The
popular play is now in its 39th year
at the theater and features a script
written by British playwright Crispin Whittell.
According to a media release:
“Firmly rooted as a ghost story, just
as Dickens conceived it, the Guthrie’s production of ‘A Christmas
Carol’ begins in a snowstorm in
the middle of a London graveyard,
slowly receding as the hustle and
bustle of the London streets come
in to view. Most will know what happens next, but just how it will happen is a holiday surprise.”
Ticket prices range from $28 to
$85.
For more information, visit www.
guthrietheater.org.
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Popular holiday lights
show to run through
December
SAINT PAUL — The popular
Holiday Lights in the Park display,
which is a joint venture of The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and King of Kings
Lutheran Church of Woodbury,
kicked off in late November. The
display is located at St. Paul’s Lake
Phalen Park and raises money for
local charities.
Visitors will get a chance to view
60 sculptures and animated displays
as they drive through the park.
“While other holiday light events
have consolidated or have disappeared completely, this event endures because of our volunteers
and the dedication of those who
drive through the park each year,”
said Vicki Sandberg, co-chair of
Holiday Lights in the Park, via a
media release. “This display has become a holiday tradition for thousands of Minnesota families, who
love the lights and love to give back
to their communities.”
As of this year, the annual event
has raised more than $250,000.
For additional information, visit
www.lightsinthepark.org.

Meeting to focus on
prayer and intercession
BROOKLYN CENTER — Women Encouraging Each Other will
sponsor a prayer and intercession
meeting on Saturday, Dec. 28 at
11:00 a.m. at the Brookdale Library
in Brooklyn Center. The event,
“Wailing Women Gathering Prayer
and Intercession Meeting,” will provide women with an opportunity to

www.christianexaminer.com

pray corporately for families and
the Body of Christ.
The meeting is free, but organizers encourage those who want to attend to register on its website.
For more information or to register, visit www.womenencouragingeachother.com or call (800) 2302943.

The meetings are designed for
church leaders and those who serve
in disability ministries. Participants
will get a chance to network, share
ideas, and receive prayer support
and encouragement.
No RSVP is required.
For more information, email
lisa@walkrightin.org.

A dinner theater option is available on Friday and Saturday nights.
Ticket prices vary, so for more information on the musical or to purchase tickets, visit www.nhlc.org/
arts/productions/its-a-wonderfullife. For individual tickets, call
(651) 797-7071; for group tickets
(20 or more), call (651) 797-7072.

Children’s book author
to speak at event

Local artist releases
debut album

UGM hands out
thousands of
Thanksgiving meals

MINNEAPOLIS — Nancy CarlTWIN CITIES — Contemporary
son, a well-known children’s author Christian worship artist Lauren
and illustrator, will speak at the Becker released her debut album
monthly meeting of the Minnesota last month. Titled “Total AbandonChristian Writers Guild on Mon- ment,” the album focuses on the
theme of hope.
day, Dec. 9 at 6:30
“The past year has been
p.m. The meetfilled with so many blessings take place
ings, but it was also filled
at
Bethlehem
with a great deal of strugBaptist Church in
gle,” Becker said via a reMinneapolis.
lease. “I think that all came
Carlson
will
out in the album.”
speak on “The
For more information on
World of Picture
the album, visit www.faceBooks” and will
book.com/lauren.becker.
also have a variety
music.
of her books for
Nancy Carlson
purchase.
Membership in the Guild is $40 Church to host ‘It’s
a year or $20 for full-time students.
However, first-time visitors may at- a Wonderful Life’
ARDEN HILLS — North Heights
tend for free.
For more information, email Lutheran Church in Arden Hills
will host “It’s a Wonderful Life—
info@mnchristianwriters.com.
the Musical” Dec. 6 – 15.
“True to the original movie, this
Disability ministry to
musical adaptation of ‘It’s a Wonhold quarterly event
derful Life’ is a family-friendly
EDEN PRAIRIE — Walk Right In show that features great music,
Ministries will hold the Twin Cities dancing, and of course, the story
Disability Ministry Quarterly Con- that has captured so many hearts,
nect Meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 14 at now with a gospel message,” ac9:30 a.m. at Grace Church in Eden cording to an announcement on
Prairie.
the church’s website.

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!
We are small but ready to grow
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Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington
Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath
Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certiﬁed Public Accountant
Tax Preparation

Accounting
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Serving the community since 1983

SAINT PAUL — The Union
Gospel Mission (UGM) passed out
nearly 10,000 bags of groceries this
past Thanksgiving. The contents
will feed a family of five. One thousand of those bags were distributed
to military members in the Twin
Cities metro area.
The UGM also prepared Thanksgiving meals for some 300 people at
its Men’s Campus on Thanksgiving
Day.
“Hope begins with a meal,” said
Brian Molohon, director of development for the UGM, via a media
release. “Our ministry to hungry
and hurting men, women and children comes both with the provision
of the food, as well as the spirit in
which it is served. When people’s
immediate needs are met, they can
focus on their health and getting
help in other areas of life. We’re
honored to serve our community
this way and will continue to offer Thanksgiving meals to those in
need, with compassion and a spirit
of thankfulness.”
More than 30 churches and
businesses contributed to the food
drive that supplied many of the
food items for the distribution.
For more information about the
UGM, visit www.ugmstpaul.org.

Local group sending
aid to typhoon victims
MINNEAPOLIS — Feed My
Starving Children (FMSC) has
already sent more than 500,000
MannaPack™ meals to victims of
Typhoon Haiyan. The Philippines
is already the third-largest recipient
of meals from the local Christian
nonprofit.
“With three partners working in
the Philippines every day, our food
can quickly get where it’s needed
most when disaster strikes,” said
Matt Muraski, director of International Programs for FMSC, via a
media release. “All three partners
are mobilizing their meal inventories for this disaster, and two of
them—Convoy of Hope and Risen
Savior Missions— have asked us to
ship at least nine additional cargo
containers, or 2.5 million meals, as
soon as possible.”
Muraski also said the organization will need additional food supplies and resources to meet the
need that will surely grow as the
effect of the devastation becomes
clearer.
For additional information about
FMSC and how you can help, visit
www.fmsc.org.

National choir to
perform Christmas
concert
MINNEAPOLIS — The National Lutheran Choir recently
announced its 2013-2014 season,
which includes several performances of its Christmas Festival “A Light
No Dark Can Overcome.” The performance includes carols, anthems,
poetry and Scripture.
The Christmas performance will
take place Dec. 13 at 4:30 p.m. and

8:00 p.m. at the Basilica of Saint
Mary in Minneapolis and also on
Dec. 14 at 8:00 p.m.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.nlca.com or
call (612) 722-2301.

Gospel artist to hold
Christmas concerts
TWIN CITIES — Gospel artist
Robert Robinson will hold several
Christmas concerts in December.
The popular singer will perform
Dec. 6, Dec. 7 and Dec. 8 at Wooddale Church in its Christmas at
Wooddale program.
Robinson will also perform a Holiday
Concert with
Sara Renner
at St. Andrews
Church in Stillwater on Dec.
20.
For more
information
on the concerts at Wooddale Church.,
Robert Robinson
visit
www.
wooddale.org. For more information on the Sara Renner event, including tickets, call (651) 762-9141.

Church to host ‘Country
Gospel Christmas’
RICHFIELD — Crowne Pointe
Church will hold its first annual
“Country Gospel Christmas” on Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 p.m. The event
is sponsored by Krystal Clear Music
and hosted by the Rev. Chet and
Karen Priewe.
Musical guests include Kara Seng
and Ian Lindsay. Those in attendance will also have the opportunity to participate in sing-alongs.
The event is free, but a free-will
offering will be taken.
For more information, visit www.
krystalclearmusic.com or call (612)
961-8812.

Local group to provide
gift baskets for Kenya
HOPKINS — The Kenya Children’s Fund (KCF) hopes to provide 1,000 food-filled gift baskets
to families in Kenya this Christmas.
Last year, the group distributed
more than 800. Each basket contains enough food to last about a
month, according to the organization.
This year’s campaign will focus
on Dandora, a city about 20 miles
from the capitol of Kenya.
For more information on KCF,
visit www.kenyachildrensfund.org.

Group to hold lecture
on Reformation
MINNEAPOLIS — MacLaurinCSF will host the lecture “The
Unintended Reformation: How a
religious revolution secularized society” on Friday, Dec. 13 at noon at
Heller Hall on the campus of the
University of Minnesota. The event
is part of the group’s Visiting Scholars Lecture Series.
Brad Gregory, from the University of Notre Dame, will give the lecture, which is co-sponsored by the
Center for Early Modern History at
the University of Minnesota.
For more information on the
event, visit www.maclaurincsf.org.

Ernie Haase coming to
Benson Great Hall
SAINT PAUL — Ernie Haase and
Signature Sound will perform a
Christmas concert at Benson Great
Hall on the campus of Bethel Uni-
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versity on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 2:00
p.m.
Ticket prices range from $15 to
$25.
For more information on the
event or to purchase tickets, visit
www.musicforthemaster.com or call
(651) 638-6333.

Church to host evening
of chorale music
PLYMOUTH — Messiah United
Methodist Church will host Music
at Messiah, a night of chorale music
featuring the Anoka-Ramsey Community College Chamber Singers
and the St. Cloud State University

Concert (SCSU) Choir.
“This will be our third performance at Messiah, and the concert
is quickly becoming one of our
favorites of the year,” said Dr. Matthew Ferrell, director of Choral
Activities at SCSU and Messiah’s
director of Chancel Choir, via a media release.
Light refreshments will be available after the free concert.

Skit and song-along at
single parent group
RICHFIELD — The Single Parent Christian Fellowship will hold
its monthly social on Friday, Dec.

13 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka. This
month’s event will feature a skit, a
white elephant gift exchange and a
sing-along.
The monthly event will also include a potluck meal as well as volleyball and other games.
Those who attend are encouraged to bring a dish to share, paper
products and a beverage.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

HOUSING FOR RENT

SERVICES

The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death” are explained
in the Bible, by God! Read the new book “Last
call? (Subtitled: A Christian Challenge to Atheists,
Agnostics, & Skeptics!) Information for Christians! A
challenge to non-Christians! See www.hisserv.com
for Web special price $6.00.

Lakeshore Home on beautiful Prior Lake: A quiet
retreat. Three bedrooms, two baths, office, one car
garage. Completely finished lower level with laundry,
recreation room and walkout to the lake. Sandy
beach, dock, level yard and sunsets. Christian,
nonsmoker(s), no pets. Furnished or unfurnished.
Rent is $1,700 plus utilities. Call (952) 445-2544.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

EDUCATION

Cozy one bedroom, near lite rail, mall, YMCA, aldis,
bus, security bldg., off street parking. (612) 2428167 or (612) 242-5475. $675/month.

MUSIC

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE - AUTOS

Christian songwriters wanted. Beginners,
advanced, worship album, concerts, meetings.
macsmn.org.

Used Cars from (2500.) cash. Ken Ray (651) 5547074, after 3pm (651) 398-7388.

ROOMS FOR RENT

HEALTH CARE
Christians can be exempted from Obamacare.
christianhealthcaresolutions.com.

Brooklyn Center. Female to share with same, beautiful townhome on quiet creek. Two large bedrooms,
own bath and patio, garage. Available now, $450+
1/2 utilities. Vicki (763) 560-7710.

“Samaritan Ministries members
prayed for us and sent us the
$50,000 we needed to pay for our
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada.
My family’s monthly share is $315.”
Bruce G.

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,
call 888-268-4377 or
email info@samaritanministries.org

Residential and Investment Real Estate Services.
Helping families since 2003. Century 21 Pastrana
Realty. Please call Christine at (612) 750-6220.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED TO BUY
Postcards from the 1930s and earlier. Especially
holiday postcards and other kinds. (952) 926-8668

CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS
SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

HELP WANTED
Director of Mobile Operations (Part-time)
Robbinsdale Women’s Center, a Christian-based, life-afﬁrming ministry has an
immediate opening for Director of Mobile Operations for our Image Clear Ultrasound
mobile program. Qualiﬁcations:
s "E A COMMITTED #HRISTIAN WITH A PASSION FOR WOMEN IN CRISIS AND THEIR UNBORN
babies
s %XHIBIT STRONG COMMITMENT OF LIFE AFlRMING PRINCIPLES AND SEXUAL PURITY
s (OLD A BACHELORS OR MASTERS DEGREE PREFERABLY IN A COUNSELING lELD (2 OR
RELATED EXPERIENCE EQUIVALENT
s "E ABLE TO DRIVE A  #LASS ! 26 .O SPECIAL LICENSE IS REQUIRED BUT GOOD DRIVING
RECORD A MUST TRAINING WILL BE PROVIDED
s (AVE EXCELLENT ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS AND BE PROlCIENT IN -ICROSOFT /FlCE 3UITE 
4HIS POSITION IS  HOURS PER WEEK WITH POTENTIAL FOR FULL TIME )NCLUDES SOME WEEKEND
hours. To be considered for this position send your resume with cover letter to
peggy@robbinsdalewomen.org.

engage your faith

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

s .EW 2OOFS
s 2EROOFS
s -AINTENANCE 2EPAIRS

For most any HOME REPAIR
call Jerry 952-426-2044

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Referrals available upon request

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

DONATE YOUR CAR

AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization.
Donations are tax-deductible.

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Program Staff

Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring
relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs.

Maintenance Technician
Skilled individual needed to help maintain facilities. Experience with some, or all of
the following is required: Boilers, HVAC, plumbing, electrical, construction, remodeling,
refrigeration, and/or controls. A clean driving record is required. FT, $15-18/hour (dependent upon experience) + beneﬁts.

Program Manager – women only
Experienced individual needed to manage the daily operations of the Women’s Program
at the 1717 2nd Avenue location. Position is responsible for client evaluations, staff
supervision, communication with government agencies, and provision of spiritual care
to program clients. Minimum requirements: excellent written and verbal communication
skills, knowledge of MS Ofﬁce software, bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience in a
management position. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts.

For complete up-to-date job, internship
and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
Cost: 1-10 Words
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each
additional word

impact your cultur e

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faithbased ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities.

BOOKS

New Book / Flying Free / NWA-Friends Minnesota
Author, www.judyhamen.com

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Deadline:
18th of prior month
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IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

Name
Address

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

Please classify under:

Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947

Phone
State

Mail to: Christian Examiner Classiﬁeds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Zip

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _____________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed

months

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota
California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul
❑ San Diego Co.
On-line
❑ Inland Empire
❑ Internet
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to
your total cost.]
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Finding value in God’s design
Book helps readers understand what separates us
By Scott Noble
“Disunity in Christ: Uncovering
the Hidden Forces That Keep Us
Apart.” By Christena Cleveland
IVP Books, © 2013, 220 pages
If the metaphor about the body
of Christ being represented by
various body parts is accurate, why
do we sometimes struggle to find
value in those parts we don’t understand or in which we don’t find
agreement? The eye is essential for
the body, as is the foot; however,
if you’re not the eye or the foot
but the nose, it can sometimes be
tempting not to value those parts as
highly as the nose.
That metaphor can easily be applied to the various perspectives,
attitudes and histories we bring
to church. My view on politics becomes the “correct” view, as does
my attitude about worship music or
certain theological views.
These attitudes and views—
formed through a fairly homogenous church experience—can
cause division and prevent the
church from realizing the potential
God gave it.
In “Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces That Keep
Us Apart,” Dr. Christena Cleveland
approaches this challenge from her
perspective as a social psychologist and as someone who loves the
church. She teaches at St. Catherine University in St. Paul and is an

Dr. Christena Cleveland

award-winning researcher.
Addressing the challenge of homogeneity in the church, Cleveland said in an interview with the
Christian Examiner: “You kind of
grow up with people who looked
just like us, talked just like us, interpreted Scripture from our vantage
point in the world, and then it’s
comfortable for many of us to move
into adulthood and look for that,”
she said. “Because when we think
of the family of God, we think of
people like us.”
That perspective can cause us
to view other believers in a different light, thinking since they don’t
agree with me on certain things,
they are somehow not “correct” or
as “mature” or as “knowledgeable”
about the faith.
Recently, Cleveland has been

working with youth organizations
and sees the need to try and reverse
this tendency toward homogeneity.
She hopes we “can switch this at
the early end and show kids that
when you come to Jesus, you come
to Jesus with people who are like
you and also not like you, because
Jesus is for everyone. I’ve been hoping we can turn that tide a little
bit because these kids are going to
walk into churches and say, ‘Wait a
second. This is nothing like the Jesus that I met at camp, or at least
this group of people looks ways
more homogenous than the group
of people I met Jesus with.’”
Cleveland highlights several
significant issues in “Disunity in
Christ,” including the detrimental
nature of creating divisions and cat-

The “Trinity” and “Spiritual Death”
are explained in the Bible, by God!
These two subjects are just two of 25 in the book

“Last Call?”

egories; the dangers of group identity; the influence of culture on our
judgment; and how our identity in
Christ is preeminent.
Using the model of the various
parts of the body of Christ, Cleveland believes we should seek God’s
guidance in learning to see value in
things we necessarily don’t understand or agree with.
“Seeing the wisdom in that and
just saying, ‘God, if this is your
design, if it’s your design for us to
have different perspectives just like
by definition the eye is going to
have a different perspective on the
world than the foot is or the backbone is, then help me make sense
of it and help me value it and help
me put it all in perspective.’”
“Disunity in Christ” is well-written and readable. Cleveland utilizes
personal experiences and demon-
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To purchase a copy of “Disunity in
Christ,” visit a local LifeWay Store or
shop online.

Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

▲ Media Relations
▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

A Christian Challenge to Atheists, Agnostics, and Skeptics!
vÀ>ÌÊvÀÊ

strates her points with a multitude
of examples. While she writes from
a social psychological perspective,
the book is applicable to anyone
concerned with living out the gospel in a challenging world.
In the end, Cleveland hopes
readers will walk away from the
book with “interpretive humility.”
“I want people to come away
thinking, ‘Maybe I don’t know everything; maybe there are some
things going on beneath the surface that I’m not as attuned to as I
would like to be,’” she said. “‘Maybe
I should approach different groups
and different people in the body of
Christ with a lot more humility.’”

noblecreative.com
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ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is headed
because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth of the Bible.

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events
according to the Bible.

AM 1030
AM 980
AM 1280
FM 88.1

See www.hisserv.com for special Internet price of $6.00*
0LUS SHIPPING  TRACKING COST ,IST PRICE IS 
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WCTS
KKMS
The Patriot
WAJC

Live

Replay

Sat. 9am
Sat. 9am
Sat. 9am
Sat. 8am

Sun. 9am
Sun. 12pm
Sun. 8am
Sun. 8am

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter,
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org
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Saving Saeed
Mom becomes international ambassador for imprisoned husband
By Lori Arnold
Naghmeh Panahi Abedini was
trying to fill the gap for her daughter, Rebekah, who, at age 7, was
spending another birthday without
her beloved father.
He was marking the day in a
notorious prison in Tehran where
he was convicted and sentenced
to eight years on national security
charges because of his ties to the
Iranian house-church movement.
Despite increasing pleas from
the international community, Iran
has refused to release Pastor Saeed
Abedini.
“It’s been very difficult, especially
for me as a mom seeing my kids suffer,” said Naghmeh, in an interview
with the Christian Examiner.
“It was her second (birthday)
without daddy. The first one I told
her ‘We’ll get him home soon, before your next birthday.’ This one
I didn’t know what to tell her. She
asked, ‘How many more birthdays?’”
Since her husband’s Sept. 26,
2012 arrest—following more than
two months of government-imposed house arrest—the intensely
private Naghmeh has found herself unexpectedly juggling the demands of being a single mom with
her very public international campaign to free her husband.
During much of Saeed’s first year
of incarceration, Naghmeh and her
attorneys from the American Center for Law and Justice worked diligently to get him released. Their
efforts generally failed to generate
much traction with either the Iranian or American governments.
But since late summer, as Iran’s
new President Hassan Rouhani has
wooed Western leaders with vows of
moderacy, Naghmeh and her legal
team have become more optimistic
that Saeed could soon be released.
“I was very hesitant because I
know above every president in
Iran is actually a Supreme leader

language as I spoke and I said that
Jesus is the way to reconciliation
with God,” the wife said. “He is the
God of peace that you are looking
for. He is the solution to what you
are all trying to figure out.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE

Naghmeh Abedini shares her story at the U.S. Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission in March. The wife of imprisoned Iranian-American Pastor Saeed
Abedini has traveled the globe trying to secure his release.

who has not changed, and controls
everything,” said Naghmeh, who
grew up in Idaho—where she now
lives—after her family fled her native Iran with the onset of the Iranian Revolution and the Iran-Iraq
War.
Her hopes of securing Saeed’s
freedom were primarily kick-started in September, she said, with the
news that President Barack Obama,
in the first phone call by a U.S.
president to an Iranian president
since 1979, asked about Saeed’s
fate. Other national leaders have
also given voice to Saeed, with the
European Parliament issuing a resolution calling for the pastor’s release. Online, nearly 630,000 have
signed petitions seeking his release.
Naghmeh is hoping Iran will consider releasing her husband as a
good-will gesture in hopes of easing
sanctions against the country.
“This will give them a chance to show
that they are genuine in what they are
saying in terms of their moderacy,” she
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An international witness
While international leaders have
helped to elevate public awareness
of Saeed’s imprisonment, Naghmeh still marvel at her role as the
persistent town crier.
“I see God’s hands in all of this,”
she said. “I’ve seen that it has become more than trying to free
Saeed. The Lord has used this for
the gospel. I’ve been able to share
my faith in different platforms.”
In June she flew to Geneva to
speak before the U.N. Human
Rights Council, where leaders from
100 countries listened to Naghmeh’s impassioned plea.
“I was supposed to end with
pleading for my husband’s release,
but I knew in my heart that the Lord
had me there because I had something bigger than that,” she said. “I
felt that God was going to release
my husband, but I was there to give
them something they needed.”
So, to the hushed crowd, Naghmeh
said she suggested the leaders look for
a different solution to global peace.
“They were hearing in their own

Chasing away fear
The fight for Saeed has been a jour-

For more information, visit www.
savesaeed.com.
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Rebekah and Jacob Abedini enjoy a happier time with their father, Pastor Saeed
Abedini. The children have not seen their dad since he left for a trip to Iran in
June 2012. He was convicted last year of national security violations because
of his work with the house church movement in Iran. He is imprisoned in Tehran
after receiving an eight-year sentence.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

-OST INSURANCES !CCEPTED

 7EDGWOOD 2OAD 3UITE 
-APLE 'ROVE -. 

3EAMLESS 'UTTERS
2OOFING s 3IDING s 7INDOWS

said. “Seeing a lot of different countries
and governments and presidents speak
out gives me a lot of hope.”

His wisdom
The emboldened mom said it
seemed surreal, and a little foolish, to
say such things before world leaders.
“The Lord reminded me that
the foolishness to the world is the
wisdom of God,” she said. “So I
just opened my mouth and shared
about Christ.”
Later in the summer she was
interviewed on Voice of America,
which was broadcast to millions of
Iranians.
“I’ve been able to share the gospel
with millions and millions of Iranians,”
she said. “It doesn’t really make sense
for the Iranian government to keep him
there. People are coming to Christ in
prison through Saeed. The more they
keep him, the more I’m on media.
Someone said the Iranian government
is trying to silence Saeed, but they are
giving him a platform for the gospel.”

ney that has stretched Naghmeh’s faith,
and helped her to overcome fears of
flying and speaking, while creating in
her an inexplicable joy in watching the
Lord maneuver from one God-moment
to the next.
“I just felt like I was that woman
who clung to Jesus after 12 years of
bleeding and she got healed,” she
said. “I was just so desperate. I was
in such a dark time in my life.”
That was until the Lord ushered
in a season of peace.
“(This journey) has revealed my
complete weakness and has shown
me that He is complete strength,”
she said. “I don’t fear anything anymore. I don’t fear bad news.”
She’s also remarkably adapted to
her newfound demand as an inspirational speaker, a concept foreign
to her a year or so ago.
“I’m just a mom and a wife,” she said.
“I have a phone number and I have
an email address just like everyone
else. It’s beautiful to know that it isn’t
a ministry, but God is ministering. I
haven’t had to fund-raise. I haven’t had
to do anything but He’s allowed me to
speak to nations.”
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Business Law
Collections
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Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills
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Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.

(612) 221-0362

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay.
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Freedom Christian Counseling, LLC
Where Jesus gives hope, healing, and freedom!
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763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Call Dr. David Cotner – (763) 645-5314
WWWFREEDOMCHRISTIANCOUNSELINGCOM

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311
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