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Teens Without Homes
Churches, groups
team up to aid
homeless teenagers
By Scott Noble

T

he Jones family is doing fine.
One day, the dad loses his job.
They are making it work until
mom has a health crisis. Soon their
house gets foreclosed on, and they
move in with the Johnsons—for a
short time until things gets better.
There are now eight people living under the same roof. Again,
the families are making it work,
until a relative of the Johnsons calls
and asks if their family can move in
too—albeit for a short time—until
the dad finds another job.
As the house gets more crowded
and often more complicated, the
first casualties of this new living arrangement are usually older teens,
who are commonly asked or decide
on their own to leave because, being older, they can at least nominally take care of themselves.
This scenario is a common precursor to the rising number of homeless
teens nationally and in the Twin Cities,
according to the Rev. Rachel Morey,
pastor of Brooklyn Mosaic United
Methodist Church in Brooklyn Center
and one of the leaders of a communitybased approach to dealing with teen
homelessness in the Brooklyns (Brooklyn Center and Brooklyn Park).

Discovering a need
A couple of years ago, Morey
was planting a church that would
eventually become Mosaic. Organizers had already done much of
the background work that goes into
INDEX

church planting, such as determining their target market, yet they
hadn’t discovered exactly what God
was calling them to do.
“There was something that God
was calling this new ministry start—
with a handful of folks we had assembled at the time—to be about,”
Morey said.
She began talking with school officials, the local police, city employees and others who were willing to
talk to her about the community.
“In the course of those conversations,” Morey recalled, “one thing
kept rising to the top of the list of
community issues, and that was the
fact that we had youth who had no
safe place to sleep at night. That
[the] number of homeless youth
was just skyrocketing. It was happening so fast, and the ground was
shifting so fast under everyone’s
feet that there wasn’t a real clear
way to address it. There were no
pieces in place, no real agencies
that were set to address that specifically in our area.”
The Amherst H. Wilder Foundation found that in October of
2009, the time of its most recent
study, more than 9,600 people—
adults, children and youth—were
homeless in the state. That was a 25
percent increase from the group’s
2006 study.
Nearly half of those identified as
homeless were children, youth and
young adults.
Morey noted that in the Osseo/
Maple Grove school district—a district

neighboring the Brooklyns—there was
an 84 percent increase in the number
of identified homeless youth in recent
school year comparisons.
Developing a plan
When Morey related what she
was hearing from community officials to her fellow faith-based col-

leagues, she was surprised to learn
that they were not aware of the severity of the problem.
“The thing that struck me was
the stark disconnect between what
I was hearing from police, schools,
city [employees] and when I would
talk to my faith-based colleagues
and compatriots in that area,” she

said. “The churches had no idea
this was happening. I’m guilty of
that. I served in Brooklyn Park for
four years before I started doing
this work, and nobody knew it was
happening.”
While Morey began to understand
See HOMELESS, page 3
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MINNEAPOLIS — What makes
you smile? Maybe it’s a fond memory or a funny joke, and for some
people it’s a kind gesture from a
stranger or a new friend.
Minnesota Mobile Dental Clinics
is bringing smiles to people in need
of free or reduced dental care in
the Twin Cities.
The 501(c)(3) nonprofit is a charity of Medical Teams International, a
Christian global health organization
that provides aid to impoverished
and disaster-stricken communities.
Operating in Minnesota since May
of 2011, the organization is changing
lives one tooth at a time.
“When you hear ‘I can smile
again’ and you see that happen
or ‘I can eat again with no pain,’”
said Director of Minnesota Mobile

Medical Teams International’s mobile units are fully equipped with state-of-theart dentistry tools like X-ray machines and hygienic cleaning supplies.

Dental Clinics John Braddock, “we
want the community to see this is
the focus.”

The Mobile Dental Clinic provides
basic comprehensive dentistry—such
as fillings, extractions, cleaning and

tooth restructuring—that improves
the well-being of its patients.
“There is a great need for dental
care—for all populations actually,”
said Dr. Elizabeth Hasselman, who
is a volunteer dentist. “We treat the
population who can’t afford to go
to a dentist or a regular office.”
For 19-year-old uninsured Anita,
her visit to the Mobile Dental Clinic
was transformative.
She had never been to a dentist
and was suffering with infected
wisdom teeth. Though she was nervous, she received complimentary
care that treated her problem.
“It’s not a scary environment,”
said Quincy Tiffany, volunteer dental hygienist. “It’s very comfortable.
Even though it’s in a van, it feels
like you’re in an office.”
See DENTISTRY, page 8
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Artist group aims to lead people to Christ through visual art
By Scott Noble
EDEN PRAIRIE — Marianne McDonough believes that “when we
tap into the creativity of God, we
get to know Him some more.” That
belief, along with her love for visual
art and the arts in general, led her
to develop Great Commission Artists (GCA), which put on its first
exhibit in September.
The genesis for GCA was W.I.N.D.
Ministries, which McDonough
formed several years ago. W.I.N.D.
is an acronym for Worshiping in
New Dimensions. She formed
W.I.N.D. because of her love for the
creative arts, especially as it related
to worship.
“I started that ministry because I
had a vision for creative arts’ melding together in a unified movement
of sorts and on various venues,”
McDonough, who has a Master’s
degree in journalism, said. “I just
pictured the beauty of that, and
I’ve experienced it in various conferences and so on. I’ve been in
worship services where there are
artists and painters and poets and

the whole thing, and when we all
get together and putting our gifts
together, I think that’s an exciting
way to worship God.”
Visual art and connection
with others
GCA gives visual artists a chance
to connect with other artists and
find encouragement and inspiration. McDonough knew right away
that she also wanted to make sure
the group was open to artists at all
levels.
“It’s important that it be also all
levels,” she said. “So that people
who are beginners—who wonder if
they have a gift but they’re not really sure, they feel an inclination,
they feel a drawing, they feel a calling, but they’re not too sure what
to do with it—to nurture them and
to encourage them and get them
started as well.”
Artists—whether they are writers,
painters, poets or dancers—oftentimes get the reputation of being
loners, people who enjoy spending
time by themselves and with their
craft.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL SANDERS

Artist and muralist Paul Oman was the featured guest at a GCA event titled ‘Waterfalls.’

Yet McDonough believes that art
can become better by staying connected with others.
“I think any kind of art there’s a
lonely place for it,” she said. “But
there’s strength in us working together and fellowshipping and encouraging one another. I think all
of us, our art is going to be stronger
and more effective and more applicable when we share our ideas and
share our journeys with one another. We can have that healthy interchange, an exchange of inspiration
and encouragement.”
Starting in 2013, GCA will offer
members the chance to participate in four small groups, each designed to assist in networking and
encouraging artists. The categories
include a media-oriented group,
ministry-oriented group, church
service group and personal growth
group. The GCA theme for next
year is “Art and Relationships.”
Along the way, GCA has also
sponsored several seminars. The
first, titled “Art in the Beauty of Holiness” was followed by “The Artist’s
Call,” “Banners” and “Waterfalls.”
The seminars featured a variety
of local artists who discussed their
craft and inspiration.

Parables of the
Deer, written by
a retired engineer
and former atheist,
weaves together
biblical passages,
photography and
deer stories into
parables that
biblically unpack a
rich and compelling
understanding of
Scripture.

Makes a wonderful witnessing tool
and gift for the sportsman!
For more information and to order the book, please visit

NewBookPublishing.com/ParablesOfTheDeer

Psalms exhibit
For hundreds of years, the
Church and art enjoyed a much
more symbiotic relationship than
perhaps what is experienced today.
In the past, churches often displayed art, and many artists found
their inspiration from the Church.
For McDonough, however, art and
the Church still go hand in hand.
“[Art] belongs in church because creativity is one of God’s
most beautiful attributes, and artists reflect that,” she said. “And art
is reflected throughout the Bible.
[Art] expresses the beauty of God.
However it’s expressed, however it’s
displayed, [it] manifests His glory
and draws people to Christ. There
is a great purpose for art beyond
just entertainment or enjoyment.”
However, McDonough wants to
make sure they don’t become too
focused on just displaying art in the
Church; they also want to “display
Christ in public places” in order to
expose others to Him and also to
bring Him glory.
In September, GCA held its first
exhibit at the Hopkins Center for
the Arts. Titled “The Psalms,” McDonough decided on that theme
because “there is so much in the

psalms” from which artists can draw
for their work. Her only admonition to the artists was that they base
their work on a specific verse, chapter or theme from the book.
“I knew that we had really struck
it right when a woman came into
the [exhibit] … she was walking
around,” McDonough recalled.
“She was just maybe a third of the
way around. I welcomed her, and
she was crying. [The woman said],
‘This is so beautiful.’ I said, ‘We did
this for you.’”
The woman proceeded around
the entire exhibit and had tears in
her eyes throughout.
Providing a place where artists
can network and encourage one
another is ultimately what GCA
hopes to accomplish—for the glory
of God and for the spreading of His
message.

For more information about GCA,
visit www.greatcommissionartists.
com. GCA will hold an open house
on Saturday, Feb. 16 at The Depot
Coffee House in Hopkins from 10:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., where newcomers
can find out more about GCA and
register for small groups for 2013.

November 2012 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 3

www.christianexaminer.com

HOMELESS…
Continued from page 1
that addressing this issue was part of
what God was calling Mosaic to do,
she also realized that as a new church
plant—that hadn’t even started worshiping together regularly yet—“it
seemed ridiculous to try and tackle
something on our own when obviously
God had put lots of good people of
faith in the community.”
At that point, Morey began talking
with the Rev. Steve Larson, pastor of Redeemer Covenant Church in Brooklyn
Park, who was part of the Brooklyn Area
Ministers Association (BAMA). The
group, which wasn’t meeting regularly
when Larson arrived in Minnesota six
years ago, had begun to get together
once a month and was looking for an
issue in which the various churches
could cooperate.
With Morey, BAMA and various city
and community officials now eager
to respond to the problem of teen
homelessness, they gathered together
to hold a community meeting, which
included pastors, police, school officials and others.
The question was put before the
group whether or not to tackle this issue
in which they had all become aware.
“Unanimously they said yes,” Morey
said.
Tackling the problem
After the group met, they decided
to spend the first three months of 2011
becoming more informed about the
issue of teen homelessness.
“We invited school social workers in,
we invited youth intervention workers
from the YMCA, the [executive director] from Families Moving Forward,”
she said.
From those meetings, the Homelessness Task Force was formed, which was
borne out of BAMA but also included
police, school officials and several other
interested parties.
The task force focused on four
main issues.
“The first [issue was] connecting
with a brand new program that was
emerging in the suburbs of Hennepin County called the Suburban Host
Home program,” Morey said. “The second goal was to get some congregations
from Brooklyn Center/Brooklyn Park
engaged as Families Moving Forward
host congregations. The third thing
is on the housing end … is a shelter
in the suburbs. There are no shelters
in suburban Hennepin or suburban
Ramsey [counties]. All of our shelter
beds are in the core cities.”
Finally, the task force wanted to
establish a food shelf. Once congregations became aware of the need, they
began to volunteer to handle various
aspects of the food shelf, including
donating food, volunteering time and
offering space.
The food shelf opened in August
of 2011 and by October, 40 people
showed up to collect much-needed
food items. In January of this year, the
food shelf opened for two nights each
week instead of one.
“In the middle of September [2012],
we moved the food shelf to the full
care of the Community Emergency
Assistance Program (CEAP), our family
food shelf partner,” Morey said.
Get involved
The two-year-long effort to find
a need in their community and help
to meet it can be copied elsewhere,
Morey believes. But citizens, church
goers and community leaders need to
make sure they know their community
as well as possible.
Speaking to other churches who
want to get involved in something like
this, Morey said: “First, do they know
who their mayor is, do they know who
their school principal is, do they know
who the police are who patrol their
streets? And if they can’t answer those

Operation Dignity International
serving in Ghana, West Africa
Join our team...
The Rev. Rachel Morey helped lead an effort in her community to meet the
needs of homeless teens.

questions, they have to start with that.
Because you really can’t do ministry
with a community that you don’t honestly know.”
In addition, Morey encourages
churches to work with other groups,
even if those groups are secular in
nature.
“Churches are sometimes leery of
working with secular partners,” she
said. “If you want to actually do the
work, you’ve got to get over that.”
For this group of believers and interested parties, the desire to help home-

less teens in their community sparked
their effort to become involved. Other
communities may have different needs.
But Morey believes that “people of
faith really need to be willing to get our
hands dirty and dive [in].”
For more information about
Brooklyn Mosaic United Methodist
Church, visit www.brooklynmosaic.
org. For more information about
Redeemer Covenant Church, visit
www.redeemercov.org.

We are looking for physicians
and physician assistants
to help serve with Medical
Mission Trip 2013, March
8-16 or March 15-23. We will
be working in rural village in
Ghana, West Africa.
Call Kathy, 763-432-0543
or 612-242-5981
For more information, contact Kathy Sullivan, Executive Director

763-432-0543
www.operationdignityinternational.org
We are also available for speaking engagements
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Principal Aly Xiong from Gethsemane School in Maplewood and Buster the dog
present an iPad 2 to kindergartener Henry Reinhard, who was the winner of their
recent Non-Public School Marathon fundraising contest.

Principal spends night
on school’s roof
Encourages school community to
continue to support technology
Christian Examiner staff report
MAPLEWOOD — Gethsemane
School in Maplewood has had a
good fall. First, the school welcomed a new principal: Aly Xiong.
Second, the school raised more
money than expected at the annual
state-wide Non-Public School Fundraiser.
Upon his arrival, Xiong encouraged the school to become more
invested in technology.
“The really cool thing that has
happened since he started is that
he immediately learned who we
are, sought our feedback and has
inspired us to really reach for new
heights at our school in many different ways—but initially through
technology innovation in the classroom,” said Krity Gusick, a parent
and a volunteer at the school, via a
media release.
During the fundraiser, Xiong
set a goal of raising $20,000, which
would allow the school to purchase
iPads for the classroom. That goal,
however, was much higher than
previous fundraising events.
“The incredible thing is that we
never thought we’d make the goal

of $20,000 as we are a small school
that only raised $8,000 last year in
the same fundraiser,” Gusick said.
“However, Principal Xiong did two
things: First he threw out the goal
of $20,000, saying he’d spend the
night on our school roof if we made
that goal, and secondly he inspired
us all to get on board with that vision … and we did.”
To date, the school has raised
nearly $25,000, and Xiong recently spent the night on the school’s
roof, where he encouraged students, staff and parents to visit him
and bring a canned food item for
the local food shelf.
Even though the fundraiser is
completed, Gethsemane will continue to raise money to purchase
iPads for classroom use.
“I am very blessed to be a part
of a community that cares deeply
about young learners and leaders,”
Xiong said. “Often when a student
walks into a school, they walk into
the past. Parents and teachers at
Gethsemane School want our students to be comfortable and know
innovative technology tools that
will prepare them for their digital
world.”

Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing
▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting
▲ Media Relations
▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
SNOBLE NOBLECREATIVECOM s 

noblecreative.com
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Every nation, tribe, people and language

The road to building a multi-ethnic congregation
By Scott Noble
Part 2 in a three-part series
TWIN CITIES — Most Christians are familiar with Galatians
3:28, where the apostle Paul
says, “There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” It’s a proclamation—and a
constant reminder—that we all
are one in Christ. We are created in His image, and Christ
united us all in Him.
United in Christ
For Community Covenant
Church in Minneapolis, Galatians 3:28 is part of its DNA.
Originally planted by First Covenant Church in downtown
Minneapolis, Community Covenant intentionally adopted the
Galatians 3:28 mindset about 40
years ago as part of its emphasis
on racial, economic, social and
cultural integration.
“We look at Galatians 3:28 …
as part of our mission that we
share power,” said the Rev. Luke
Swanson, pastor of Community
Covenant. “That in united in Jesus Christ, we’re on level ground.
There’s no hierarchy. That’s what
Paul is addressing there. He’s not
saying there are no more differences. He’s not saying there is no
more culture, that when you become a Christian somehow you just
become this generic Christian with
no cultural connections.”
Swanson believes that true integration hinges on celebrating diversity and not diminishing it or somehow pretending it doesn’t exist.
“We’re constantly reminding
people … the way that we are united is in Christ, but that allows us
also to celebrate diversity instead of
trying to sweep it under the rug as if
culture doesn’t exist,” he said.
That attitude can go against the
grain for some. Swanson notes U.S.
culture tends to build “relationships off sameness and compatibility.” Yet without those relationships
across cultures, we tend not to see
the complete picture of God.
“We’re made in the image of

God,” he said. “So if it is that I only
stick to my silo, I see an incomplete
picture of God. But my brother
and my sister help me see a bigger picture of God. It’s a picture of
heaven. Love and relationships in
general take work.”
Diversity takes work
Community Covenant has spent
some 40 years working on its vision of integration. Just like any
church that intentionally pursues
this vision, there are times of disagreement and struggle, like disagreements over worship styles and
music.
Community Covenant’s vision
of diversity also went hand-in-hand
with economics in its North Minneapolis community.
“We live in an under-resourced
community,” Swanson said. “Our
mission is really to empower people
to live in this life … first and foremost to empower people with the
life-giving relationship with Jesus
Christ. But also … flowing out of
our relationship with Christ is a desire to uplift and advocate for those
on the margins, those that are less
likely to have voice or those who
have been ignored.”
Specifically for Community Covenant, that has meant focusing on
children. Since they are most likely
not to have a voice, the church has
worked to provide educational opportunities that will prepare them
for primary school and college.
Becoming more ethnically and
culturally diverse is a lot of work—
but with a lot of benefit.
“It takes a lot of sacrifice,” he
said. “Maybe stepping out of the
box and into the uncomfortable,
out of your common sense and listening to someone else’s common
sense. But it also is a very rich place
where you see a bigger picture of
the image of God that we were all
created in.”
In a practical sense, that also
means being willing to share responsibility and leadership.
“In my church, if one white male
is the sole interpreter of Scripture,
we’re going to struggle,” Swanson
said. “I’ve had to build relationships where I can invite people in
to help me interpret God’s Word—
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different pastors, African American
brothers and sisters that you know
and you trust them in the pulpit
and you trust them with God’s
Word. You know their faith. But on
Sunday morning, if you’re trying to
be a diverse church and all anyone
sees is a sea of white, it will continue
to be a sea of white that comes.”
Ultimately, Swanson wants Community Covenant to operate as
place-makers, preparing a place
where people can
belong—“where
people are welcomed as Christ has
welcomed us, where
people have a job to
do in the kingdom of
God, where they are
given an assignment
and feel like they’re
needed. That’s the
intentional work that
goes along with diversity and reconciliation.”
Reaching out to
immigrants
For the Rev. Roland Wells, senior
pastor of St. Paul’s
Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
Minneapolis and executive director of
MissionShift Institute (formerly the
School of Urban Ministry) building a diverse church is as old as the
first missionary journey recorded
in Acts 13. It’s during this time that
God “goes outside the box,” according to Wells, and puts together
a multi-ethnic group of people to
spread the gospel.
“The vision is as old as the
church,” Wells said, and “America
is now the most culturally diverse
nation on earth, most religiously
diverse nation on earth.”
In the Twin Cities alone, Wells
said, there are more than 200 languages spoken across the state.
For churches aiming to specifically reach out to immigrants, there
are a number of things to consider.
Many churches in Minnesota
were established by Norwegian and
Swedish immigrants, and when they
established their churches, they of-

ten conducted worship and other
ministry in their native tongue.
At St. Paul’s, Wells said it took
two-and-a-half generations for his
congregation to get into English
and three-and-a-half to “get out of
Norwegian.”
The same dynamic of wanting to
worship in a congregant’s native
tongue still holds true today, thus
sometimes making it a challenge
for English-speaking churches to

effectively reach immigrants.
“[For immigrants], they are surrounded by a culture they never fully understand,” Wells said. “They’re
always, always guessing. So the one
place where they can go and let
their guard down and know they’re
understood and that they understand other people is in their ethnic specific church.”
Wells believes the church operates on the basis of intimacy,
thus sometimes making it a challenge for immigrants trying to
understand a sermon in their
second language, hymns, the
dynamics of the ever-popular
church potluck, let alone a Bible study or a church business
meeting. If churches are aware
of these obstacles, however, they
can develop ways to meet them
and offer a more welcoming environment for immigrants.

Coming alongside
Another possibility for an existing
congregation hoping to reach immigrants is to come alongside and partner
with an immigrant church.
“Have a combined Sunday school
and do some things and celebrate
it and make a big fuss,” Wells said.
“The key there is going to be to
learn the other culture and for
them to learn you.”
By utilizing this method, the two
churches can aim
to become one in
five, 10 or 20 years.
“It’s a very intentional process,”
Wells said. “You’ve
got to make it very
visible in the leadership and the worship. Very visible
in leadership in
church council and
not just tokenism.
You need to spend
time together. You
need to be in each
other’s homes. You
need to eat food.”
The second generation—both immigrant and existing
church members—
would ultimately be
the beneficiaries of
this intentional process.
The key is to make an effort to
understand each other and to share
each other’s culture.
Churches in the Twin Cities are
blessed with an incredibly diverse
population, many of them eager
to learn more about Christ or work
together with other congregations
to tell others about Him. It’s challenging work, but becoming more
ethnically diverse gives believers a
more complete picture of God.

For more information about
Community Covenant Church,
visit www.cccminneapolis.org.
For more information about St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, visit www.stpaulsevlutheran.org and for the MissionShift Institute, visit www.
missionshift.org.
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What are you thankful for?
We’re entering that festive time
of year known as “the holiday season.” We’ve just walked through
Halloween and are quickly approaching
Thanksgiving
and
Christmas. In the U.S., “the holiday season” is often characterized
by spending time with family and
sharing in the ups and downs of the
previous 12 months.
During November, however,
particular attention is paid to the
notion of giving thanks, as we celebrate Thanksgiving. Around the
holiday table many families take
turns telling each other what they
are thankful for. These proclamations usually run the gamut, including family and friends, health, general well-being, a good job, a recent
vacation or many other tangible
blessings.
Amidst this roundtable of thanks,
however, usually runs an undertow of
emotion from some people that usually
goes something like this: “What do I
have to be thankful for? My husband
passed away this past year?” Or, “I lost
my job six months ago, and I’m about

to be foreclosed on by my bank. What
can I possibly give thanks for?” Or
even, “God, where were you when I
experienced a life-changing diagnosis
three months ago? I feel empty, alone,
in desperation … waiting for you to
comfort me.”
These are real and common
emotions and predicaments felt
by many. In the season of giving
thanks, some might wonder how
they can embrace this attitude of
thanksgiving when all they feel is
pain and despair.
Yet the idea of “giving thanks” is
so thoroughly rooted in Scripture,
it’s difficult to ignore, even when
we want to pass by those verses or
forget those particular episodes.
You can hardly read through the
book of Psalm without reading numerous times “give thanks to the Lord.”
And oftentimes, that giving thanks is
wrapped around an episode of betrayal
or hardship or illness or pain.
So when we read in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for

this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus” (emphasis added),
how do we respond?
The answer will depend on our
perspective.
Like many, this has not been an
easy year for me, and the bitterness of the death of a loved one still
strongly grips my soul. In the midst
of this pain and desperation, we are
asked—no, urged—to “give thanks
in all circumstances.” Not just in
those circumstances where we get
that new job or remain healthy or
watch our kids grow up to be mature and God-fearing adults.
No, we are to “give thanks” when
our loved ones die, when our jobs
are down-sized and even when our
own lives sting with the pain of mortality.
Yet as I was reading through this
section of Scripture, I realized two
things that should comfort believers on this journey.
Nowhere in this section does
Paul say “giving thanks” will always
be easy. But he does hope that God
will sanctify us completely through

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
our ordeals. To “give thanks in all
circumstances” means to allow the
Holy Spirit to define and direct our
relationship with Him through all
sorts of trials. It doesn’t take the
pain away nor does it make these
difficult times move more quickly.
But Paul encourages us that God
will keep us through these trials
and bring us home to completion.

Secondly, and most importantly,
the beginning of this chapter reminds us that we are like transients
on this planet. Even though it’s
nearly impossible to understand
and embrace sometimes, this world
is not our final resting place. We
are made in the image of God and
are destined to spend our lives with
Him—without any more pain, hunger, despair, death or fear.
It’s much easier to embrace the idea
of giving thanks regardless of our circumstances when we understand and
live each day with the idea that the
Savior is currently preparing a place
for us, a place uniquely designed for
us just as we are uniquely designed in
His image.
We can give thanks in our circumstances when we understand
that our future home will far surpass anything we can experience on
this planet. That certainly doesn’t
mean it’s easy, but it should give us
insight into the future.
So with this in mind this Thanksgiving—and the entire year over—
what are you thankful for?

Using our zeal wisely
The months preceding an election can be revealing in unintentional ways. Candidates, parties
and PACs fill the airwaves and our
mailboxes with ideas and arguments, hoping to win our votes.
This presents special challenges
for the American Christian; challenges that, when understood,
can have a significant effect on
our daily lives.
As elections come into view,
they bring with them the topics of
the day. Sometimes these topics
are transient and will scarcely be
remembered 20 years later. Oftentimes the crucial themes of human
existence will have reemerged. And
we have, with our vote, the opportunity to affect our world.
So how have you moved through
these months? Has there been a
passion to support something? To
change something? Lawn signs?
Bumper stickers? Facebook posts
hoping to inform or convince your
friends?
Or perhaps it’s hopelessness:
What can one vote change anyway?
Or perhaps fear? Or disdain? Or
grief?
I don’t trivialize or judge any
of these responses. I understand
them. I’ve felt all of them. But it

Ken Martin
may be profitable to see that these
feelings can provide clues concerning where we stand with our Lord.
Why are we passionate? Is it zeal
to do good? May it be so. But zeal
can hide things. It can hide selfrighteousness. It can hide fear.
Well-founded zeal is good and important, but it’s worth examining
what underlies it. Paul was zealous,
but he eventually counted it as loss
and rubbish. It is at least possible
that our zeal may need to be refocused, as Paul’s was.
Why are we hopeless or fearful?
Perhaps we fear a cultural slide, or
maybe we see weakness or corruption. Perhaps we are weary of war
or ache that the needy still need.

Be comforted, because we are told,
“Do not fear or be dismayed.” But
also be cautious that this isn’t an
expression of faithlessness.
But I started by saying that we are
presented with a special challenge:
What is that? The challenge is that
we are called to bring our faith to
bear on our lives and decisions. In
doing this, we each uniquely draw
upon our faith, experience, knowledge and skills. Bringing these to
bear upon our political expression
is complicated because usually the
issues don’t really lend themselves
to a simple vote.
I think zeal, fear and challenge
all come into view when Peter
writes: “And who will harm you if
you are deeply committed to what
is good? But even if you should
suffer for righteousness, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear
or be disturbed, but honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts.” Here
zeal is commended and doubt is
given voice, and Peter says you are
blessed, don’t be afraid, but honor.
It seems strange that there is a
sense of both safety (who will harm
you?) and risk (even if you should
suffer) in the pursuit of the good.
But this should ring true for us.
The servant is not greater than

his master, and this is exactly how
we saw Jesus operate. He only did
good and sometimes the results
would seem wildly successful, and
sometimes they seemed less so. But
really He was always and perfectly
successful. Though He suffered,
unjustly, deeper good was pursued
and obtained.
Some want to portray Christ as a
political figure and others as politically indifferent. I don’t find either
of these compelling. He teaches us
that it is the mere coin that bears
the image of Caesar; man bears the
image of God. The primary lesson
here is not about our relationship
to government but our relationship
to God.
Our passion, zeal, hopelessness
and fear all need to be considered.
Are they expressions of the political moment? Or of a heart at rest
in the love and provision of a God
so at peace in His victory that His
Son could stand “judged” before
Caesar? Here was passion. Here was
fearlessness.
If we tend toward zeal, it might
be that we should temper that with
humility because Christ was humble. If we tend toward hopelessness
or fear, it might be that we need to
renew our trust in God, because

Christ, seeing the true gravity of
our situation far better than we ever
have, had faith in that which His Father called Him to do.
Let us understand ourselves—
our strengths and our weaknesses—by observing ourselves in the
light of our circumstances, Scripture and relationship to the one
we call Lord. Because whatever our
responses have been during this
election season, this is merely one
election. In the end, merely the exercise of a particular responsibility
on a particular day.
But daily we have before us
transient matters that won’t be remembered 20 days from now. And
frequently the crucial themes of
human existence—love, life, mercy,
justice, suffering, death—demand
our attention.
We are called to bring Christ to
bear on all these circumstances. We
are the coin of the realm. Let us be
spent well.
Ken Martin is a freelance writer,
programmer, manager, father and
husband … in reverse order. He
loves reading, learning, thinking
and teaching about the richness of
the Christian life and what it means
for the world.

Confessions of an American Christian
Since 2006, my participation as a
member of Church of All Nations,
a multicultural community of believers from around the world, has
caused me to consciously consider
what it means to be an American. A
bit more background about me: My
mom’s family is entirely Swedish,
and my dad’s side is English, German, Irish and French-Canadian.
I grew up in rural Wisconsin in a
mostly Baptist/Evangelical Free tradition and attended a conservative
Christian college in the Twin Cities.
Church of All Nations warmly
welcomed me into its family, and
I quickly began to appreciate the
many perspectives offered by such
a diverse body. I experienced lavish hospitality and an atmosphere
of genuine openness. I remember
once, after having dinner with the
pastor and his family in their home,

You can get away with a
lot on a clean conscience
if you ignore your history.
we spoke afterwards and he said,
“When I look at you, I don’t just
see you, I see thousands of years of
western civilization.”
It was a startling comment, especially for someone like me who believed she was self-made.
At the time, I genuinely felt my
past had no influence on the person I was at present. Yet as my pas-

tor began to suggest cultural influences and events from my past
as possible reasons for the ways I
thought, believed and behaved, I
began to feel completely predictable. I felt less like a unique individual in control of her own destiny
and more like someone whose assembled parts could all be traced
back to their origins.

Laura Newby
While that was jarring to discover, my pastor and the church
did not use this truthful analysis to
dismiss me but to liberate me from
spiritual, relational and emotional
difficulties I had dealt with unsuccessfully for many years.
I see now that my failure to un-

derstand the impact of my personal
history on my present personhood
is a micro-reflection of America’s
self-understanding (or lack thereof) as a nation. We tend not to care
how we became the nation that we
are; instead, we remain content
with an anesthetized notion that
who we are is what has always been,
or is, at least, what was always meant
to be. We are divorced from our
past, unable to see its relevance and
urgency for who we are today.
This can have the unfortunate effect of people giving but a cursory
nod to “a few injustices” in our nation’s history without ever taking
any real responsibility for the pain
and suffering we caused others in
becoming the country we are today.
Our lack of awareness also lends
See NEWBY, page 15
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Facing the seeming unreality of God’s promises
As a church, we are memorizing
Psalm 91 again. It’s part of our Fighter
Verse program. Again we face the
seeming unreality of these promises.
Ordinary readers start to stumble and
need help. At least I do.
Here are the sorts of promises we
are memorizing:
• Verse 3: “He will deliver you
from the snare of the fowler and
from the deadly pestilence.”
• Verse 7: “A thousand may fall
at your side, ten thousand at your
right hand, but it will not come
near you.”
• Verse 10: “No evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague
come near your tent.”
• Verse 12: “On their hands angels will bear you up, lest you strike
your foot against a stone.”
• Verse 14: “I will deliver him; I
will protect him.”
Does Psalm 91 mean that those
who trust God won’t be snared,
won’t get a disease, won’t fall in
battle, won’t experience evil, won’t
lose tent-mates to the plague, won’t
crash against a stone but will always
be delivered and protected?
One great caution not to use the
psalm that way is that this is the
way Satan used it. He told Jesus to
count on the deliverance promised
to the godly in this psalm. Quoting
Psalm 91, he said to Jesus: “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written, ‘He will com-

Your executioner may
laugh you to scorn for
quoting Psalm 91.
John Piper
mand his angels concerning you,’”
(Psalm 91:11) and “On their hands
they will bear you up, lest you strike
your foot against a stone” (Psalm
91:12; Matthew 4:6).
Instead of following Satan’s use
of Psalm 91, Jesus embraced the
path of suffering. The thorns penetrated His scalp. The whip lacerated His back. The rod struck on His
head. The nails pierced His hands.
The spear severed His side. And He
was killed by His enemies.
So clearly the seemingly facevalue meaning of Psalm 91 did not
come true for the most godly person who ever lived.
That meaning also didn’t come
true for the five missionaries who
were martyred with spears in January, 1956 in Ecuador. So why did
Elisabeth Elliot title her book about
one of them (her husband, Jim El-

liot) “Shadow of the Almighty”?
That’s a quote from Psalm 91:1:
“He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will abide in the shadow
of the Almighty.” He was killed.
Elisabeth Elliot answered like
this: “The world called it a nightmare of tragedy. The world did not
recognize the truth of the second
clause in Jim Elliot’s credo: ‘He is
no fool who gives what he cannot
keep to gain what he cannot lose’” (my
italics, Harper, 1958, 19).
I think Elisabeth Elliot is on the
right track, and Satan was on the
wrong track. The writer of Psalm 91
was not mistaken or naïve or foolish. He gave promises of protection
that come true for the saints, by
God’s grace, over and over. Literally and simply.
But we would demean the writer of Psalm 91 if we thought he
was unaware of the truth of Psalm

44:22 that Paul quoted in Romans
8:36, “For your sake we are killed
all the day long; we are regarded
as sheep to be slaughtered” (Psalm
44:22). Or that he did not know
the Jesus-fulfilled warning of Psalm
22:16, “A company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my
hands and feet.”
The writer of Psalm 91 stands
with Jesus who said, “Some of
you they will put to death” (Luke
21:16). And in the same breath
said, “But not a hair of your head
will perish” (Luke 21:18). And he
stands with the writer of Hebrews
who said that by faith saints have
“escaped the sword” (Hebrews
11:34), and in the same breath said
that by faith others are “killed with
the sword” (Hebrews 11:37).
I conclude that Psalm 91 means
two things about the suffering of
the saints. One is that often God

amazingly delivers them physically
when others around them are falling. The other is that God often
wills for His children to suffer but
forbids that the suffering hurts
them in the end. Such evil will never
befall you.
Here is the way Charles Spurgeon
described the meaning of Psalm 91:
“It is impossible that any ill should
happen to the man who is beloved
of the Lord; the most crushing calamities can only shorten his journey and hasten him to his reward.
Ill to him is not ill but only good
in a mysterious form. Losses enrich him, sickness is his medicine,
reproach is his honor, death is his
gain. No evil in the strict sense of
the word can happen to him, for
everything is overruled for good.
Happy is he who is in such a case.
He is secure where others are in
peril, he lives where others die”
(my italics, “The Treasury of David,” Vol. 2, Part 2, 93).
Your executioner may laugh you
to scorn for quoting Psalm 91. But
in the end, “You will only look with
your eyes and see the recompense
of the wicked” (Psalm 91:8).
John Piper is pastor for preaching
and vision at Bethlehem Baptist
Church in Minneapolis. He is the
author of more than 40 books,
including Desiring God and Don’t
Waste Your Life.

George McGovern: A conservative’s appreciation
Former South Dakota Democratic
Senator George McGovern, who died
Oct. 21, had all manner of evil said
about him because of his opposition
to the Vietnam War. He was called unpatriotic, disloyal, an appeaser and an
enabler of communism. Those were
the printable slanders.
Many conservatives at the time
believed in the “domino theory,”
that if South Vietnam fell to the
communists, all Asia would follow.
That proved untrue. McGovern
was eventually vindicated in many
minds about America’s involvement in Vietnam.
I will remember him for something other than his politics.
George McGovern was a friend.
After his Senate re-election defeat
in 1980, McGovern and I debated on
college campuses and in other venues. These debates were always civil
because McGovern was a gentleman.
After one debate at Butler University
in Indianapolis, a fellow conservative
invited me to dinner.
“Thank you,” I said, “but George
and I have dinner plans.”
“How can you eat with a man like
that?” he said with an equal mix of
surprise and disgust.

It’s the competition of ideas
and the creative tension
that moves our democratic
society — Senator George McGovern
“Easy,” I said. “He’s a friend of
mine.”
This is what is missing from our
politics today. If we don’t like a person’s politics, we reflexively dislike
the person.
McGovern practiced “family values” better than some conservatives
who merely talk about them. Married to Eleanor for 64 years, until
her death in 2007, he exemplified
the “family man.” Their daughter, Terry, was an alcoholic. When
she stumbled out of a Madison,
Wis., bar in 1994 and died in the
snow, I went to the funeral home
and subsequent service. Eleanor
hugged me and said, “I’m so glad
you came.”

In 1998, shortly after President
Clinton named him ambassador to
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Rome,
George and I were having lunch at a
Washington hotel when an aide arrived with a box of business cards.
“Here,” he said. “You get the first card
from my new assignment.”
McGovern understood war better
than some conservatives who have
never fought in one. During World
War II, he flew 35 combat missions as
a B-24 bomber pilot in Europe, earning the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Perhaps that is why, having seen so
much death and destruction, his view
of war was “conservative.” He believed
America should only put American

lives at risk when suBeverly Shea, the deeppreme national intervoiced singer for Billy
ests and security are at
Graham, play their piastake and diplomacy
no and sing. In an interhas completely failed.
view for my 1999 book,
Some called this
“Blinded by Might: Why
“appeasement.” Mcthe Religious Right
Govern called it
Can’t Save America” he
humility, which is
told me he was more of
something that chara “social gospel” man,
acterized the life of
though he said he still
Cal Thomas
George McGovern.
believed the central
Honorable and prindoctrines of the Chriscipled are two others.
tian faith.
After leaving Congress, McGovIn our interview, I asked him about
ern bought a Connecticut inn. He the constant bickering between left
failed to make it work. He wrote and right. He replied, “It’s the comin The Wall Street Journal, “In ret- petition of ideas and the creative tenrospect, I wish I had known more sion that moves our democratic sociabout the hazards and difficulties ety ... it’s the fact that there’s always
of such a business ... I also wish that that creative tension between the
during the years I was in public of- liberals here and the conservatives
fice, I had had this firsthand experi- there, between the modernists here
ence about the difficulties business and the fundamentalists there, that I
people face every day.” I tell that think makes all of them better.”
story when advocating for congresI shall miss George McGovern as
sional term limits.
a friend, a fellow American, a paMcGovern was proud of his Meth- triot and an example. May he rest
odist roots. His father was a Wesleyan in peace.
minister. He told me he remembered
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
traveling evangelists coming to the
family home and hearing George Inc.
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DENTISTRY…
Continued from page 1
Poor dental care can have significant repercussions on physical
health. It can either increase the
risk for certain diseases such as
cardiovascular disease, or it can
heighten the effects of preexisting
conditions like diabetes.
“I fell in love with the prospect
of bringing volunteers to service
at something that they are good at
and is needed,” added Braddock.
“It’s one thing to ask a dentist to
lick stamps for you, and it’s a whole
other thing to do something they
are gifted at.”
As much as the service ministry
does for its patients’ physical needs,
it provides much bigger support.
“It’s an avenue to meet their
needs for their whole life … a lot
of people that we reach, they have
never seen a dentist before or since
they’ve been a child,” explained
Denise Malone, who is the children’s pastor of Minneapolis Life
Center, one of 20 church sites that
host the mobile dental van at least
four times a year.
Strategically offering mobile

A girl receives complimentary care from Minnesota Mobile Dentistry. Each
volunteer dentist is accompanied by a volunteer dental hygienist.

dental care at church sites enables
churches to connect with their
local communities. It gives both
patients and church leaders an
opportunity to forge relationships
that offer spiritual guidance.
“I remember one of the guys that
came; he was a homeless guy who
had been coming to the church,”
said Malone. “And he came out just
smiling. He went in not wanting to
show his teeth and came out with
this huge smile, ‘I can’t believe the

dentist prayed for me.’”
Malone added: “I’ve seen so
many people come out of there
with these huge smiles on. It makes
a world of a difference in their
confidence.”
Braddock says the ministry is
just as much for the benefit of the
patient as it is for the professional.
“To see somebody to begin to be
changed … and to see the light go
on in their eyes and to see some
of them come to Christ through

service, that’s absolutely beautiful,” he said.
Dr. Lewis Pierce serves as a volunteer dentist with the ministry. He
spends most of his time in Africa
where he sets up clinics. He is
deeply humbled by the experiences
he has helping others globally.
“They really all impact me, more
than I impact them,” he said.
In order to grow the impact of
the organization, a growth in funding and volunteerism is necessary.
“What we are really trying to do
now is really to get ourselves stable,”
said Braddock.
Each mobile dental clinic costs
$900 to implement. Typically
each clinic treats between 10 and
15 people in a day between two
dentists who donate their services.
Though the organization does
ask for a $10 donation per patient,
no one is turned away if they can’t
afford it.
Each patient typically receives
approximately $450 in treatment.
The service provided is cost efficient: $1 provides for $6 of dental
care.
There are ways churches and
individuals can support the efforts
of the ministry. For $65 a person

can sponsor the dental care of one
person, or for $650 a church can
help treat 10 people.
The ministry would like to hold
three to four clinics a week and
treat 125 patients per month on
average.
With one mobile dental clinic
on-hand, the organization is planning to obtain three additional
equipped vans that will serve the
Twin Cities and outlying parts of
the state.
It costs $360,000 to build a
mobile clinic dental van, and
the organization is hoping it will
receive the funding it needs to
fulfill its goals of helping people
with Christ’s love.
As a leader of the mission, Braddock believes God is the reason the
ministry will be life-changing as it
moves forward.
“God equips all of us to be able
to navigate and to be able to give
back,” he said.

For more information about the
Minnesota Mobile Dental Clinics
and how you can get involved, email
jbraddock@medicalteams.org or visit
www.medicalteams.org.

Gov. Dayton criticized for
accepting Courage Award
from Planned Parenthood
Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL)
recently criticized Gov. Mark Dayton for accepting the Courage
Award from Planned Parenthood
Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota.
According to the Planned Parenthood website, Gov. Dayton was
given the award because of his “political courage.”
“Abortion and abortion advocacy
have become a cause of celebration
for Planned Parenthood and its
political partners,” said Scott Fischbach, executive director of MCCL,
via a media release. “Dayton has
given them many reasons to praise
him, having vetoed no less than seven pro-life measures passed by the
Legislature in his first two years as
governor.
MCCL reported that Dayton vetoed five pro-life measures in 2011,

including the Unborn Child Pain
Prevention Act and several other
taxpayer-related provisions. In
2012, the pro-life group reported
that Dayton vetoed a bill that would
have required licensing for the
state’s abortion facilities and a bill
that would have banned so-called
“web-cam” abortions.
“Planned Parenthood is obviously grateful to Dayton for protecting its taxpayer funding and for
blocking the state from licensing
its new abortion mega-center—the
nation’s third largest—in St. Paul,”
Fischbach continued. “Dayton has
done Planned Parenthood’s bidding in every case, at the expense
of thousands of human lives. This is
hardly anything to celebrate.”
Since the state began tracking
induced abortions, the number of
abortions in the state for 2011—
11,071—was the lowest since 1975,
continuing a downward trend that
began in the early 2000s.

Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to attend

Sunday Services at 10:00 a.m.

Worship style – Singing songs you know
Expository Preaching
(Just a bit more traditional than contemporary)
Everyone is welcome
Meeting at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington
Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
   s JBK MSNCOM
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Commentary

Let’s help students
graduate with less
college debt
Much has been written about the
student loan crisis in the United
States, from outstanding loan balances outpacing the national credit card
debt to organizing marches on Wall
Street. Not only has the weight of student debt been portrayed as the nation’s next financial tsunami, but it’s
fair to say it has been at the very core
of family discussions and decisions
about post-secondary education.
Yet it’s also appropriate to say
that colleges can be much more
proactive in working with students
and their families to find creative
solutions. With the Minnesota student loan balance per borrower at
$29,000 (according to Minnesota
Public Radio), colleges and universities must answer the question:
How can we help students graduate
with less college debt?
The answer will have enormous
impacts on America’s future and
career paths for tomorrow’s graduates. Part of this reality is that the
cost of higher education has escalated with all else in the economic
climate. As president of a Christian
college, I am watchful of our students’ and parents’ concerns for
the future. As good stewards, they
are cautious about taking on too
much debt—a characteristic that
helps keep our student loan debt
substantially below state and national averages.
The Federal Reserve Bank of New
York reports that “the outstanding
student loan balance now stands at
about $870 billion, surpassing the total credit card balance ($693 billion)
and the total auto loan balance ($730
billion). Unlike credit card and auto
loans, the student loan market is incredibly complex. Numerous players
hold stakes at each level of the market, including federal and state governments, colleges and universities,
financial institutions, students and
their families.”
At Northwestern College, we’ve
taken several steps to counter the
crisis. We are Minnesota’s largest
private school provider of PSEO:
Post Secondary Enrollment Options, where students gain college
credit while in high school. Northwestern also counsels with students
to incorporate lower cost options,
such as online summer programs
or additional credits, into their
schedules.
Our 2011/2012 student debt report shows that those who started
Northwestern with PSEO credits reduced their debt at graduation by
more than $11,000 (an average debt
of $16,323) compared to the previous

Alan S. Cureton
year’s average debt (2010/2011). The
average student debt at Northwestern
College has also decreased by $5,000
to $21,956. Those figures place the
student debt at Northwestern at
43.7% to 24.3% below the reported
average of $29,000 in loan debt for
Minnesota students who graduated
in 2011.
In addition, Northwestern welcomes—and
recruits—students
who are prepared to take advantage of the maximum full-time 18
credits per semester and graduate
in less than four years. At the same
time, we recognize that students
and their families are not professionals in navigating the financial aid landscape, so when the
Northwestern College Financial
Aid Office sets up the formula for
awarding financial aid for students,
we set forth the best loan options
available to help bridge the gap students have after scholarships and
grants are awarded.
Student loans support the education of millions of students, yet
much more can be done to inform
and collaborate with students and
their families on ways to reduce
the indebtedness students take into
their post-college lives.
Numbers we’ve found suggest
that after all is said and done, 86%
of recent college graduates say that
the investment has been worth it
for them (2011 Pew Research Center).
At Northwestern College, we believe that addressing the student
loan crisis begins on campus in
an environment of transparency
that focuses on reducing students’
uncertainty and confusion around
taking out loans and gives them a
road map to minimize their debt
after graduation.
Alan S. Cureton, Ph.D., is
president of Northwestern College in St. Paul, Minn.
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ACTS International Bible College
804 131st Ave. NE
Blaine, MN 55434
(763) 755-4800, x114
lancewonders@actscollege.org
www.actscollege.org
ACTS Bible College has been helping all ages, cultural backgrounds,
and denominations lay biblical foundations for life and calling since
1986. With an emphasis on both Word and Spirit, ACTS’ variety of
teachers and practical degrees may well be God’s answer for you.
Affordable, personal, flexible—equipping from a One New Man
perspective; a ministry of Way of the Lord Congregation.

Bethany College of Missions
6820 Auto Club Road
Bloomington, MN 55438
1-800-323-3417
info@bcom.org
www.bcom.org
Our goal is to see Christ’s name made great among the nations. For well
over half a century we have been training and equipping our students
to live out their calling, whether that means ministering to orphans in
Kuala Lumpur or pouring into their co-workers in the office down the
street. Our school offers a BA in Intercultural Studies made unique and
applicable through our 16-month overseas internship. We also offer an AA
in Intercultural Ministry and a one-year certificate in Bible and Missions.

Bethel University
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112
(651) 638-6242
buadmissions-cas@bethel.edu
www.bethel.edu
Bethel University is a leader in Christ-centered higher education with
approximately 6,600 students from 48 states and 25 countries enrolled
in undergraduate, graduate, seminary, and adult education programs.
Based in St. Paul, Minn., with additional seminary locations on both
coasts, Bethel offers comprehensive bachelor’s and advanced degrees in
nearly 100 relevant fields. Programs equip women and men for culturally
sensitive leadership, scholarship, and service around the world.
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Join us this year.
Our mission: To inspire and equip
the Christian community in Minnesota

Come meet Bob
and Larry up
close… get your
picture taken, too!

Crafts… Climbing wall… Military exhibit…

Attend the Fair and take a

TREASURE HUNT.
Enter to win a trip for 4 to Orlando
(includes airfare).

Win a FREE TRIP
to Orlando, Florida
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Music Stage
Time

Artist/Group

Genre/Style

Time

Artist/Group

Genre/Style

10:00
11:00
12:00
1:00
2:00

Worship
Kid’s Group
Sara Renner
Lars & The Pick Ups
Heart of the City

Worship
Family
Soul/R&B
Blues/Folk
Worship

3:00
4:00
5:00
6:00
7:00

Marah In The Mainsail
Joey ILO
Teen Challenge Choir
G-Class
Worship Live – NCU

Folk Rock
Comedy
Choral
Hip-Hop/Gospel Rap
Worship

Sara Renner
Specializing in a unique blend of Gospel, Soul &
Jazz musical styles, Sara has a mission to reﬂect the
love, joy and beauty of God thru her music. The
result is a spiritual and musical experience you
don’t want to miss!

G-Class
G-Class (aka God Class) is a
collaboration of ﬁve artists
hailing from the east coast to the
west coast with a shared purpose
to reach out to a lost generation,
demonstrating the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ through the art of Hip Hop and gospel rap.

Teen Challenge Choir
For almost 30 years, The MN Adult & Teen Challenge ministry has been restoring
hope to teens and adults struggling with drug and alcohol addiction with
campuses in Minneapolis,
Brainerd and Duluth,
Minnesota. They serve people
with a broad spectrum of
addiction issues; from those
seeking treatment for the ﬁrst
time, to those who have been
struggling with addiction for
many years.

Join Blue Cross Blue Shield, Robbinsdale
Women’s Center, Qmmunity (KARE 11),
and others for free health screenings and
information on insurance, health, and other
important family materials.

Marah In The Mainsail
Winner of the 2012 3 Degrees/Sonshine band tournament,
Marah In The Mainsail is an alternative indie band that plays
unique blend of folk, blues and hardcore (aka Folkcore).

Heart of the City
Heart of the City seeks to unite Christians
and break patterns of racial and
denominational
division by the power
of God through
music, education
and gatherings of
worship and prayer.

Joey ILO
Joey I.L.O. is a high energy comic who’s been
touring coast to coast with his unique version
of clean family comedy. In his ﬁrst year as
a comedian, Joey was named the regional
winner of the Sierra Mist Search for the Next
Great Comic and appeared on NBC’s Last
Comic Standing Season 5. He is a Compassion
International artist and will be sharing a special
opportunity for sponsoring a child in need.
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A Beka Academy
Aaberg Ministries
ACR Homes
Affordable Inﬂatables
All American Segway
AM 980KKMS
Ameriprise Financial
Answer in Jesus
Ascendancy Research
Aspire Chiropractic
Association Retreat Center
Audio Logic
Bachmann & Associates, Inc.
BeautiControl
BestFit Assessments
Beyond Organic
Big Sandy Camp & Retreat Center
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Bluebird Screen Printing
Calvin Christian School
Camp JIM
Camp Lebanon
Camp Minnesota
Camp Nathanael
Carlson Chiropractic
Christ Connection
Cimarron Graphics
Connected Families
Cookie Lee Jewelry
Cornerstone Automotive
CPR Professionals
Cristo Vive International
Crossroads College
Dare to Believe
Ed-Ventures, inc.
EFCA ReachGlobal
Elim Care Faith Community Nursing
Family Innovations, Inc.
Fort Snelling Memorial Chapel Foundation
Genesis Virtual Academy
Georgia’s Girl Handbags
Go Forth and Fish, Inc
Golden Eagle Travel & Tours
Greater Midwest Realty
GrowthPartners International, Inc.
HCI
Healing Ministries
HealthFair 11
HMCHA
Home Improvement Ministries
Homes for Heroes
Hope Glen Farms
J. Alan Financial
Jesus in the City Fellowship
K12
Kenya Children’s Fund
Liberty Classical Academy
LIFE SENTENCE Publishing
Lifeforce Family Chiropractic
Living Waters Publications
Macaroni Kid/Macaroni Deals
MACHE
Maple Grove Firearms
Marriage Mentors
Marriage/Engaged Encounter
Mary Kay
Miche
Minnesota Christian Examiner
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
Minnesota Field Trip Library
Minnesota Teen Challenge

MN Army National Guard
Moms in Prayer International
Moti-Venture
Mpls Spine & Disc
My Hope with Billy Graham
National Center for Fathering
North Minneapolis Meals on Wheels
Northern Community and Discover Life Chiro
Northwestern College
Norwex
Nystrom and Associates
Open Gloss, Inc.
Operation Dignity International
Perspectives
Praise FM
Prudential
R3
Rasmussen Cleaning Service
Robbinsdale Women’s Center
Safe Families for Children
Samaritans Purse
SCC Kitchen Bath & Home
Scentsy Wickless

www.christianexaminer.com

Schmidt Chiropractic Clinic
Shoutlife
sight and sound theatres
Silent No More MN
SROM
Sylvan Learning
The Blessing House
The Parable Fund
ThinkE
Thirty One Gifts
Thrifty Wrench
Tree of Life Therapeutic Massage
Tutor Doctor
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity
UB Hardwoods
Union Gospel Mission
Vertical Endeavors
Vest & Messerly, P.A.
Veterans Center
William Cook Pottery
Wood Lake Bible Camp
Young Living Essential Oils
… and MORE
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Christian Leadership Institute
of Minnesota & Beyond (CLIMB)
427 County Road V V
Somerset, WI 54025
(715) 247-3000
climbschool@gospelpreach.com
The Christian Leadership Institute of Minnesota & Beyond (CLIMB)
is a Christian college degree program networked and dedicated to
helping churches provide a Christian education. It is a Christ-centered,
Bible-based organization, dedicated to helping churches develop
Christians for leadership positions worldwide.

Crossroads College
920 Mayowood Road SW
Rochester, MN 55902
1-800-456-7651
Undergraduate Admissions
www.crossroadscollege.edu/apply
Adult Studies/Degree Completion
www.crossroadscollege.edu/Compass
Excellent Christian Community, Core Biblical Foundation. Crossroads
College is an affordable private Christian college that has been "Impacting
the world for Christ" since 1913. Crossroads’ attractive campus is located
in Rochester, MN and specializes in preparing students and adults for
vocational ministry. Our Adult Studies/Degree Completion program is
Onsite, Online, On-Purpose. Flexible Class Schedule at a great value.

Crown College
8700 College View Drive
St. Bonifacius, MN 55375
www.crown.edu
Undergraduate Admissions
(952) 446-4100 • admissions@crown.edu
Adult and Graduate Studies Admissions
(952) 446-4300 • ags@crown.edu
Crown College is an affordable, accredited private Christian college just
west of Minneapolis, that prepares students—online and on-campus—to
serve and influence the world by placing a high value on being Christcentered, academically excellent and globally connected. Ranked among the
Best Midwest Regional Colleges, Crown is also a member of the CCCU.

Northwestern College
3003 Snelling Avenue N.
Saint Paul, MN 55113
(651) 631-5100
admissions@nwc.edu
www.nwc.edu
Founded in 1902, Northwestern College is a Christian liberal arts
college in Roseville, Minn., offering more than 70 areas of study,
including bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Early College and PSEO,
plus associate degree and certificate programs. Enrolling more than
3,000 students in all programs, Northwestern is home to 1,800
traditional undergraduate students who are developing their minds
and their faith within a Christ-centered community.

NEWBY…
Continued from page 6
itself to buying the myth of America’s
innocence. This invisible assumption
of idyllic innocence can make us so
sensitive to the slightest criticism
about our nation that if anyone even
implies that our country has done
anything wrong, we tell them to pack
their bags and move elsewhere.
It is incomprehensible to me how
Christians can be so unfamiliar and
uncomfortable with real confession. I indict myself when I say that,
for it wasn’t long ago that despite
knowing little about history, I yet
felt qualified to demean those “still
complaining about racism” and
somehow feel “superior” to new
immigrants. You can get away with
a lot on a clean conscience if you
ignore your history.
A helpful distinction I learned to
make from my church is the difference between patriotism (appropriate love of one’s country of origin
or residence) and nationalism (assumption of inherent and objective

superiority). Many think that the
good our country has done outweighs its evil but even if that were
the case, our educational system
has inadequately told the whole
story of our history.
If we honestly acknowledged our
country’s full history—the good,
the bad and the ugly—we might
shift from a need to defend America’s exceptionalism to praying to
God for our country’s best future.
To me, the good news of the kingdom of God is the offer of an alternative life where all can flourish without
stepping on the backs of others to
climb the social ladder, and in which
the faithful family of God can welcome even one whose past ignorance,
like mine, has hurt others.
The recognition and growing
clarity of my American identity is
allowing me to slowly shed it, and
that has led to joy and growth in my
life as a disciple of Jesus Christ and
as a citizen of the kingdom of God.
Laura Newby is a ministry assistant at Church of All Nations in
Columbia Heights.
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Northwestern College Bible Institute
• South Minneapolis
• St. Paul (Spanish)
• South Metro Area
(651) 286-7557
figlesia@nwc.edu
www.nwc.edu/nbi
The Northwestern College Bible Institute (NBI) is an innovative
program strategically partnering with local churches to provide
sound Bible teaching. Under the oversight of Northwestern College’s
Department of Biblical & Theological Studies, the NBI gives you the
opportunity to pursue study in three different areas: fundamentals of
the faith, Bible, and ministry.

Oak Hills Christian College
1600 Oak Hills Road SW
Bemidji, MN 56601
1-866-307-OHCC
admissions@oakhills.edu
www.oakhills.edu
Oak Hills Christian College is an interdenominational, accredited
four-year college that offers 9 Bachelor degrees, 2 AA degrees, and a
one-year Certificate in Biblical Studies. Students at OHCC receive a
Bible-based education that promotes a Christ-centered worldview and
a heart for loving God and serving others.

Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal:
education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young
leaders in a Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core
curriculum, centering all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of
Government, Journalism, Literature, History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Rivendell Sanctuary
6820 Auto Club Road, Suite T
Bloomington, MN 55438
(952) 996-1451
info@rivendellsanctuary.com
www.rivendellsanctuary.com
Rivendell Sanctuary is a New Kind of College, recognizing that true
education is more than mastering content and receiving passing
grades. Each component of our 18-month Associate of Arts program
contributes to our holistic approach to education. By reintroducing the
ancient principles of apprenticeship-based learning, we do not seek to
develop honor students. We seek to develop students of honor.

Taylor University
Professional Writing Major
326 West Reade Ave.
Upland, IN 46989
(765) 998-5591
dnhensely@tayloru.edu
www.tayloru.edu
The professional writing major at Taylor University is designed to teach
students a full range of writing specializations, ranging from fiction
and screenwriting to desktop publishing and journalism. A focus is
put on marketing manuscripts and preparing for careers in editing,
publishing, freelance writing, and/or public relations.

Twin Cities Biblical Languages
944 Redwell Lane
Apple Valley, MN 55124
(952) 236-9578
gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl
We specialize in the original languages of the Bible: the Koine Greek
and the Massoretic Hebrew. Our curriculum consists of courses (mid
September to mid May) in Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced
Koine Greek and Massoretic Hebrew, taught by Rev. Chuck Gustafson
and seven associates at a variety of churches. Cost: students purchase
their own textbooks. 25 years in service. Brochure available.
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Organizers making
plans for annual St. Paul
prayer breakfast
SAINT PAUL — The annual
Greater Saint Paul Prayer Breakfast
is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 15
at 7:00 a.m. at the DoubleTree by
Hilton in downtown St. Paul. This
year’s theme is “God is moving in
Saint Paul.”
For more information, visit www.
stpaulprayerbreakfast.com.

Group to host prayer
walk on eve of election
SAINT PAUL — Capitol Commission Minnesota will host the
2012 Election Eve Prayer Walk on
the Capitol grounds on Monday,
Nov. 5 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
The event is being held as a “way
for followers of Jesus Christ to obey
the biblical instructions to pray for
our nation, our state, our municipalities and our governmental leaders,” according to an announcement from the group.
Capitol Commission is a national
pastoral ministry to political leaders, their families, staff members
and lobbyists.
For more information on the
group and the prayer walk, visit
www.capitolcom.org or call (651)
785-3647.

Alternative Christmas
Gift Market to be held
next month
PLYMOUTH — The 20th annual Alternative Christmas Gift
Market will be held Nov. 10 – 11 at
Christ Memorial Lutheran Church
(CMLC) in Plymouth. Doors open
at 9:00 a.m. and close at 3:00 p.m.
both days.
The Alternative Christmas Gift
Market idea is a product of Alternative Gifts International and
provides a variety of gift ideas that
support “global humanitarian and
environmental causes.”
“The Alternative Gift Market will
offer a wide selection of meaningful, life-giving gifts that can change
the world,” said Market Coordina-

tor Kathy Weber, via a news release.
“Shoppers can provide training of
healthcare workers for treatment
of childhood cancer in Tanzania or
supply clean water for rural communities in Bolivia,” she said.
Visitors will also be able to purchase hand-crafted items from
around the world.
For more information on this
free event, call (763) 544-3632 or
(763) 476-6654.

FaithSearch announces
Christmas presentations
MINNETONKA — FaithSearch
International recently announced
several Christmas presentations
that churches and other organizations can book. The apologetics
ministry hopes people “will take
advantage of this magical season to
share the gospel with evidence and
make an eternal difference in the
lives of those around you.”
Dr. Don Bierle, lead evangelist
for FaithSearch and Adrian Van
Vactor, evangelist and illusionist,
will lead the presentations, which
include “Unwrapping the Truth
About Christmas”; “Lessons for Life
From the First Christmas”; “The
Magic of Christmas”; and others.
For more information on the
presentations or to schedule one,
call (952) 401-4501 or visit www.
faithsearch.org.

Church group
announces opposition
to Voter ID Amendment
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Council of Churches (MCC)
recently announced its opposition
to the Voter ID Amendment. The
group cited concerns about barriers to voting, financial repercussions for the poor and elderly and
the complication of instituting a
new voting system.
The Rev. Peg Chamberlain, executive director of MCC, said the
group came to oppose the amendment after studying it and its potential impact.
“The Voter ID Amendment
seems innocuous enough,” she
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Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.
No one is turned away due to the inability to pay.
7E ALSO ACCEPT MANY INSURANCE PLANS

(763) 566-0088
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Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
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EDEN PRAIRIE — Grace
Church in Eden Prairie will host
the 5th annual MN Adult and Teen
Challenge Christmas Concert. This
year’s event will feature Christian
recording artist Natalie Grant as
well as testimony and song from
300 clients.
The concert will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 15 at 7:00 p.m. and
on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 4:00 p.m.
Ticket prices range from $10 to
$25—or $75 for limited Meet and
Greet tickets.
For more information or to reserve a ticket, visit www.mntc.org/
christmas.

RICHFIELD — Hope Church in
Richfield will host “Move: A Serving
Church Gathering” on Thursday,
Nov. 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The event will focus on how ministry leaders can help the Church become more committed to serving.
The event will use a table discussion format in order to allow all
voices to contribute.
Cost is $29 per person.
The conversation is sponsored by
Real Resources.
For more information or to register, visit www.servingchurch.org,
email servingchurch@realresources.com or call (612) 729-5444.

Breaking Free to hold
third annual benefit
breakfast
SAINT PAUL — Breaking Free
will hold its third annual benefit
breakfast on Saturday, Nov. 10 at
10:00 a.m. at the Crowne Plaza Riverfront in St. Paul. The free event
will include testimonies from sur-

Pulpit Supply
Pastor Ed
Brady is
available to
preach at
your church.
One week, or many weeks.
Call (763)742-3142.
I preach from the Bible I speak from the heart.

“I love cfaith!”
s FAITH BUILDING ARTICLES
s S OF AUDIOVIDEO
s FREE MEMBERSHIP

JANITORIAL

visit us today!
WWWCFAITHCOM

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com
s
s
s
s
s

*ANITORIAL
,ABOR 3ERVICE
#ONSTRUCTION #LEAN UP
(IGH $USTING
7INDOW #LEANING

(651) 587-9461

works.”
The next performance is Friday,
Dec. 7 at 4:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
at the Basilica of Saint Mary in Minneapolis.
For more information on the
choir and tickets to its performances, visit www.nlca.com or call (888)
747-4589.

vivors of prostitution and human
trafficking, as well as Breaking
Free’s plans for the future.
Speakers include Senator John
Harrington, former St. Paul Police
Chief, and Lee Roper-Batker, president and CEO of The Women’s
Foundation of Minnesota. Alix
Kendall of FOX 9 News will emcee.
RSVPs are required by emailing
events@breakingfree.net.

Bethel University to
host several concerts

Lutheran Choir
announces season
schedule

SAINT PAUL — Benson Great
Hall at Bethel University will host
the Philharmonic Orchestra fall
concert on Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 7:30
p.m. The event is free and open to
the public; no ticket is required.
For more information, visit www.
bethel.edu.
In addition, the Benson Great
Hall will be host to the 56th Festival
of Christmas: “Oh How Joyfully! An
International Festival” from Nov. 29
to Dec. 1.
For more information on the
event and for ticket prices, call
(651) 635-1999 or visit www.bethel.
edu.

TWIN CITIES — The National Lutheran Choir recently announced its 2012 – 2013 schedule,
highlighting several performances
around the Twin Cities.
According to its website: “The
choir performs literature from the
entire spectrum of sacred choral
music, with and without instrumental accompaniment. The choir’s
rich and diverse repertoire ranges
from early chant to new compositions and from simple folk anthems
to complex orchestral master-

‘Conversation’ to focus
on ‘a serving church’

(612) 221-0362

www.northlandcounseling.us

Bachmann & Associates

Grace Church the site
of MN Teen Challenge
Christmas concert

Hassle-free Estimates
WWWMNLEAFLESSGUTTERSCOM

Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE s #HASKA

(952) 974-3999

said, via a media release. “But when
we started to unwrap it, we began to
see the threat this could pose to the
right to vote for tens of thousands,
perhaps hundreds of thousands of
Minnesotans.”
As part of its opposition, MCC
joined the Our Vote Our Future
campaign, whose goal it is to defeat
the amendment.

Helping to ensure that the life
you have built never has to change.
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* Critical Illness Insurance does not replace the need for health insurance.
** Medical insurance products offered through companies not afﬁliated with Western & Southern Life.

Lydia Ly
Sales Representative
Hmong Min Professional Bldg.
225 University Ave., Suite 125
St. Paul, MN 55103

651-234-0925 direct
866-949-7642 toll free
www.wslife.com/agent/lly

L-833 0807
The Western and Southern Life Insurance Company
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

NOV 1 • THURSDAY

NOV 3 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Annual Banquet & Benefit for Crisis
Pregnancy Center of Northfield. 7-9pm,
St. Olaf College, Buntrock Commons
Building • (507) 645-7638

Great Hall, St. Paul, free • bethel.edu/
events/arts

NOV 1-3 • THU-SAT

An Evening with the Gaither Vocal Band.
3pm, Mayo Civic Center Auditorium,
Rochester • premierproductions.com

2012 Hebraic Roots Conference, with
Clyde Billington, Keith Johnson & more.
St. Michael’s Lutheran, Bloomington.
Sponsored by Good News for Israel •
(952) 926-7369, gnfi.org

NOV 4 • SUNDAY

NOV 1-4 • THU-SUN

FaithSearch Origins: Making Sense of
Creation & Evolution, with Dr. Don Bierle. 1-3:30pm, Grace Evangelical Free
Church, 755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley, $6
• (763) 784-7199

The Curious Savage. Thu-Sat 7:30pm
& Sun 2:30pm, Bethel Theatre, Bethel
University, 3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills,
$6-10 • (651) 638-6333

Robin’s Nest Children’s Home Annual
Praise & Dessert Banquet. 6:30-8pm,
Woodbury Lutheran Church, 7380 Afton
Rd., Woodbury, free • (952) 836-9478

NOV 2 • FRIDAY

North Metro Area Grief Education & Support, 6-week series begins. 7pm, Andover
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 15036
Round Lake Blvd. • (763) 413-2985

“Prayer & Vision: Advancing the Kingdom
of God,” Leadership Seminar, with Brad
Long. 9am-2:30pm, Eden Presbyterian
Church, 9145 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden
Prairie, $39-49 • (952) 942-9016

NOV 2-JAN 13
Christmas on the Ranch, A Cowboy
Musical. Plymouth Playhouse, 2705
Annapolis Lane N, Plymouth, $26-38 •
(763) 553-1600 x1

NOV 2-3 • FRI-SAT
Prayer Ventures Fall Conference, with
Brad Long & Mary Ellen Conners. Fri
7-9pm & Sat 9am-4:30pm, Eden Presbyterian Church, 9145 Eden Prairie Rd.,
Eden Prairie, $39-49 • (952) 942-9016

NOV 6 • TUESDAY

Northern Lights Chorale, in concert.
7:30pm, Bethel University, Benson

‘Seussical.’ Thu-Sat 7:30pm & Sun 3pm,
North Central University, Minneapolis •
(612) 343-4132, northcentral.edu

View, free. Sponsored by Dwelling
Place of God End Time Church • (763)
458-5163

ing, 11:45am-1pm • 1-800-507-9516,
lamplightersusa.org

NOV 9 • FRIDAY

The Difference Between All Religions,
with Reuben David. 6-8pm, Alliance
Church of the Valley, 1259 State Rd. 35,
St. Croix Falls, WI, free. Hosted by FaithSearch International • (715) 483-1100

Veteran’s Day Program. 2pm, King of
Grace School, 6000 Duluth St., Golden
Valley • (763) 546-3131
19th Annual Evening of Hope, “Let Your
Light Shine.” 5:30-8:30pm, DoubleTree
Hotel, St. Louis Park. Hosted by Christian
Recovery Counseling • (763) 566-0088
x110, christianrecoverycenter.org

Let’s Get Romantic, presented by the
Golden Valley Orchestra. 7pm, Calvary
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley
Rd., Golden Valley • (612) 850-9208

NOV 9-10 • FRI-SAT

Christian Songwriters Open Stage. 7pm,
Dreamcoat Coffee, 6060 50th St. N,
Oakdale, free • (951) 779-7746

Fall Bazaar, with MOPS. Fri 10am-7pm
& Sat 9am-3pm, First Baptist Church,
1235 Park St., Anoka • (763) 421-5808,
fbcanoka.org
The 2012 Hearts at Home North Central
Conference, with Michelle Duggar, Dr.
Juli Slattery & Marla Cilley. Mayo Civic
Center, Rochester • heartsathome.org
The Dream Intensive Workshop, with
Leary Gates. Fri 6-10pm & Sat 8am-5pm,
Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch, 7291
County 6 Rd. SW, Stewartville, $199.
Hosted by BoldPath Life Strategies •
(612) 202-1271
Family Life Art of Marriage Event. Edinbrook Church, 4300 Edinbrook Pkwy.,
Brooklyn Park, $70 • (612) 987-9077

Family Fest Marriage Booster Retreat.
9:15am-4:45pm, The Marsh, 15000
Minnetonka Blvd., Minnetonka, $135/
couple • (952) 881-0939, familyfestministries.org

Luke Live!, with Fr. DeLuzio. 7-8:30pm,
St. Lawrence & Newman Center, 1203
5th St. SE, Minneapolis • (612) 3317941

NOV 7-10 • WED-SAT

“Move: A Serving Church Gathering,”
9am-3pm, Hope Church, Richfield, $29/
person. Sponsored by Real Resources
• (612) 729-5444, servingchurch.org

Prayer meeting. 5pm, Olivet UM Church,
3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale • (612)
522-9641

NOV 14 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

NOV 7 • WEDNESDAY

NOV 2-4 • FRI-SUN

Bazaar & Rummage Sale. 8am-4pm,
King of Grace, 6000 Duluth St., Golden
Valley • kog-els.org

NOV 10 • SATURDAY (cont.)

NOV 10 • SATURDAY

The Curious Savage. 7:30pm, Bethel
Theatre, Bethel University, 3900 Bethel
Dr., Arden Hills, $6-10 • (651) 638-6333

NOV 3 • SATURDAY

NOV 8-11 • THU-SUN

Growing Faith Discipleship Class,
3-week. Tuesdays 7-8:15pm, FaithSearch International, 12701 Whitewater
Dr., Ste. 150, Minnetonka, $6 • (952)
401-4501

“The Art of Marriage.” Fri 7-9:30pm &
Sat 9:30am-4pm, Grace Church, 9301
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $32.5065. Presented by FamilyLife • atgrace.
com, (952) 856-7390

Consumed: 2012 – a BCOM Preview
Event. Bethany College of Missions,
6820 Auto Club Rd., Bloomington, $25
• (952) 829-2403
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NOV 8 • THURSDAY

Youth for Christ Banquet, “Come Experience the Story.” 12pm or 7:15pm,
Wedgewood Cove, Albert Lea • (507)
402-2313

Holiday Craft Boutique. 9am-3pm, Bethesda Lutheran Church, 2855 E 47th St., Inver
Grove Heights • (651) 451-1355

John Schlitt, of Petra, Concert, Open Door
Ministries 10th Anniversary. 8pm, Calvary community Church, 1200 Roosevelt
Rd., St. Cloud, $10 • (320) 333-5785

NOV 10-11 • SAT-SUN
The 20th Annual Alternative Christmas
Market. 9am-3pm, Christ Memorial
Lutheran Church, Plymouth • (763) 5443632, (763) 476-6654

NOV 11 • SUNDAY

Prophetic Healing & Deliverance Service,
with Pastor Mohan Peters & Pastor Mattie
Austin. 6pm, Mounds View Community
Center, 5394 Edgewood Dr., Mounds

Seniors Unleashed Event, with Dave Koblish & Mission. 11am, Edinbrook Church,
4300 Edinbrook Pkwy, Brooklyn Park •
(763) 424-7744, edinbrookchurch.org

NOV 15-17 • THU-SAT
“iDisciple Basic Training,” with Jerry
Trousdale. All Nations Assembly Church,
1418 28th Ave. NE, Minneapolis, $50 •
cityteam.org/idisciple

Unashamed Tour 2012, “Come Alive,”
with KB, Tedashii, Lecrae & more. 7pm,
Epic Event Center, Minneapolis, $18-25.
Presented by Grand Canyon University •
(612) 817-5819

Christian Songwriters Open Stage. 7pm,
Dreamcoat Coffee, 6060 50th St. N,
Oakdale, free • (951) 779-7746

“Walk On” Concert with Phil & Pam Morgan. 7pm, First Evangelical Free Church,
2696 N Hazelwood St., St. Paul, free-will
offering • (651) 226-4289

NOV 13 • TUESDAY

Kindle: Youth Adult Gathering, with John
Kayser. 7-9pm, Bethany International,
6820 Auto Club Rd., Bloomington, free
• (952) 996-1313

MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Heating
Systems/Batteries.” Constance Free
Church, 26150 Crossroad Blvd., NW,
Andover • macfm.org

Resiliency: The Key to a Healthy Life,
with Henry C Emmons & Craig E Johnson.
6:30-8pm, Mount Olivet Minneapolis,
5025 Knox Ave. S, Minneapolis, free •
(612) 926-7651

7th annual Christian Community Fair,
10am-7pm, Minneapolis Convention
Center. More than 200 exhibitors, petting zoo, inflatables, concerts, and more.
Free • christianfair.com

An Evening with Sara Groves & Bebo Norman, with Jenny & Tyler. Calvary White
Bear, 4604 Greenhaven Dr., White Bear
Twp • echoministries.org, (612) 253-5151

Grater Saint Paul Prayer Breakfast.
7-8:30am, Doubletree by Hilton, 411
Minnesota St., St. Paul • stpaulprayerbreakfast.com

NOV 15-18• THU-SUN

NOV 12 • MONDAY

Kindergar ten Cookie Night. 6:307:30pm, Holy Name of Jesus, 155 County
Rd. 24, Wayzata, free • (763) 473-3675

Greater St. Paul Prayer Breakfast, with
Daniel Taylor. 7-8:30am, DoubleTree
Hilton, 411 Minnesota St., St. Paul,
$20 • (651) 226-4289, stpaulprayerbreakfast.com

10th Annual “Champions for Justice Benefit” with Peter Konrad. 5pm, Embassy
Suites Hotel Ballroom, Bloomington,
$30-40/person or $400/table of 10.
Hosted by Peace & Hope International
• (612) 825-6864 x564

Breaking Free 3rd Annual Benefit
Breakfast. With John Harrington & Lee
Roper-Batker. 10am, The Crowne Plaza
Riverfront, St. Paul • events@breakingfree.net

Clean Comedy Night, with DonB! &
Slap Happy. 4pm, 5300 Francis Ave.,
Edina, $10-20. Presented by 980am
KKMS & Calvin Christian School • (708)
703-1138

NOV 15 • THURSDAY

The Talk Starts Now, with Jennifer Marshall. 7-9pm, Hope Lutheran Church,
5728 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis, free
• hopempls.org

Safe Families for Children Benefit Gala,
with Sr. David Anderson. 6pm, Northwestern College, 3003 Snelling Ave., St. Paul.
Hosted by Safe Families for Children •
(612) 338-1716 x106
Philharmonic Orchestra Fall Concert.
7:30pm, Benson Great Hall, Bethel
University, 3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills,
free • bethel.edu

NOV 13-DEC 29
A Christmas Carol. Guthrie Theater,
Wurtele Thrust Stage, , Minneapolis •
(612) 377-2224, gutherietheater.org

NOV 14 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighter’s Small Group Leaders Train-

‘Seussical.’ Thu-Sat 7:30pm & Sun 3pm,
North Central University, Minneapolis •
(612) 343-4132, northcentral.edu

NOV 16 • FRIDAY

NOV 17 • SATURDAY
13th Annual “We Salute Our Veterans.”
10-11:30am, Grace Church, 9301 Eden
Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie • (952) 2243180, atgrace.com

NOV 17-18 • SAT-SUN
17th Annual Alternative Gift Market.
Sat 10am-4pm & Sun 9am-1pm, First
Presbyterian Church, 6201 Osgood Ave.
N, Stillwater, free • (651) 439-4380

NOV 18 • SUNDAY
FaithSearch Discovery, with Dr. Don Bierle. 4-8pm, Friendship Church, 12800
Marystown Rd., Shakopee, $15. Hosted
by FaithSearch International • (952)
446-9090
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with
Ivor y Bridge. 6pm, Hope Christian
Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview,
$5-7 • (651) 486-6202, hopemn.com/
concert.htm

Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to attend

Christmas at Crowne Pointe

Special Musical Presentation
including a 30-voice ensemble
singing songs of the season
3UNDAY $ECEMBER   s  AM
at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington
Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
A freewill offering will be taken
   s JBK MSNCOM
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NOV 19-20 • MON-TUE

NOV 29-DEC 1 • THU-SAT (cont.)

DEC 9-JAN 16 (cont.)

“Biologos & the Truth About Genetics”
& “What is the Shelf Life of a Dinosaur
Bone?” with Dr. Kevin Anderson. 7:30pm,
Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling,
Roseville • tccsa.tc

7:30pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm,
Benson Great Hall, Bethel University,
3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills • (651)
635-1999, bethel.edu

5, Stillwater • (651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

Group claims apartment
resident told to stop reading
Bible, praying in commons area

DEC 13 • THURSDAY

Christian Examiner staff report

NOV 30-DEC 30

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Business
Meeting. 4628 Wooddale Ave., Edina
• macfm.org

NOV 20 • TUESDAY
MOCHA (Mothers of Children with Hindered Abilities) meeting. 7-8:30pm, Wayzata Evangelical Free Church, 705 County
Rd 101, Plymouth • (763) 550-1962

NOV 20-25 • TUE-SUN
Triple Espresso. Tue-Wed 7:30pm; Fri
3pm & 8pm; Sat 5pm & 8pm; Sun 3pm,
The Music Box Theatre, 1407 Nicollet
Ave., Minneapolis • (612) 874-1100,
tripleespresso.com

NOV 20-JAN 6
Triple Espresso. The Music Box Theatre,
1407 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis • (612)
874-1100, tripleespresso.com

NOV 23 • FRIDAY

“Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol.”
Open Window Theatre, 1313 Chestnut
Ave., Ste. 102, Minneapolis, $12-26 •
openwindowtheatre.org

DEC 1 • SATURDAY
Prayer meeting. 5pm, Olivet UM Church,
3620 43rd Ave. N, Robbinsdale • (612)
522-9641

DEC 1-30
The Lundstrom’s Country Christmas Celebration. Sat 12pm, 3:30pm & 7:30pm;
Sun 3pm & 6:30pm, Celebration Church,
16655 Kenyon Ave., Lakeville, $18-25
• 1-877-444-2922

DEC 6 • THURSDAY

“Holiday Lights Vol. 4” CD Release Party.
10am-5pm, Mall of America, St. Paul •
lightsinthepark.org

“Complicated Family Dynamics in Ministry. Youth Leadership headquarters,
Arden Hills, $95. Sponsored by Youth
Leadership • youthleadership.org

NOV 24 • SATURDAY

DEC 7 • FRIDAY

20th Annual Holiday Ar t Craft &
Bake Sale, and Kaf festuga. 9am4pm,Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran
Church, 1669 N Arcade St., St. Paul •
(651) 774-5954

Gospel Art Exhibit, “Hark! The Carols
of Christmas,” Opening Reception.
6:30-8:30pm, The Oakridge Gallery,
Oakridge Community Church, 610 County
Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 439-4882,
agapearts.net

NOV 27-28 • THU-FRI
Prophesy Mini Conference, with Pastor
Jamey VanGelder & Rev. Elaine Bonn •
healingcenterintl.org

NOV 29 • THURSDAY
Pastors & Ministry Leaders Seminar.
Bethel University, Red Fox Site, 1200 Red
Fox Rd., Arden Hills, $39-49 • bethel.
edu/church-ministries

NOV 29-DEC 1 • THU-SAT
56th Festival of Christmas, “Oh How
Joyfully! An International Festival.” Thu

Pianist Mary Beth Carlson Christmas
Concert, “The Star of Christmas…a gift of
love & light,” with The Cassidy Brothers,
Jack Cassidy, The Trones Family & more.
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church,
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington,
$8-15 • (952) 934-2319, marybethcarlson.com

Kindle: Youth Adult Gathering, with John
Kayser. 7-9pm, Bethany International,
6820 Auto Club Rd., Bloomington, free
• (952) 996-1313

DEC 15-16 • SAT-SUN
5th Annual MN Adult & Teen Challenge
Christmas Concert, featuring Natalie
Grant. Sat 7pm & Sun 4pm, Grace
Church, 9301 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden
Prairie, $10-25 or $75/limited seat &
M&G with Natalie Grant • mntc.org/
christmas

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778,
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 30
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land,
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903,
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember
Marriage Getaway. Marriott City Center
Hotel, 30 S 7th St., Minneapolis • (952)
856-7390, weekendtoremember.com

MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,”
with Mike Guzzardo & more. University of
Minneapolis Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis
• acquirethefire.com, 1-888-909-3473

DEC 9-JAN 16

MAR 22-24 • FRI-SUN

Gospel Art Exhibit, “Hark! The Carols
of Christmas.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun
3-5pm, The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge
Community Church, 610 County Rd.

FamilyLife Weekend to Remember Marriage Getaway. DoubleTree Hotel, 150 S
Broadway, Rochester • (952) 856-7390,
weekendtoremember.com

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”
Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 980 KKMS

AM 1280 The Patriot

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend
for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the
“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct.

For more information or to order Jan’s free
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”
call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

SPRING LAKE PARK — Ruth Sweats
was recently told by a social worker at
her senior living complex that she was
not allowed to pray, read her Bible or
discuss her faith in private with other
residents in the commons area, according to a press release from the
Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF).
The reason, according to the social
worker and as reported by the ADF, was
because Osborne Apartments in Spring
Lake Park is a Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) building, and it
does not allow religious discussion in
its commons areas.
The ADF, formerly the Alliance
Defense Fund, is a “legal ministry that
advocates for the right of people to
freely live out their faith,” according
to its website.
Last month, the organization sent a
letter to the apartment complex, saying
it acted wrongly.
“Government funding should
not be misused to ban a widow’s
prayers,” said Alliance Defending Freedom Legal Counsel Matt
Sharp, via a media release. “The
private decision of senior citizens
to discuss their faith, read the Bible
and pray is private speech, and no
law requires this privately owned independent living facility to restrict
the religious expression of these
members of America’s greatest generation.”
The issue centers on the Establishment Clause, which prohibits the government from establishing a religion
or generally giving favor to one religion
over another.

That, however, does not come into
play in this instance, according to
the ADF.
“The Establishment Clause is a restriction on government, not on private
speakers,” read the letter the ADF sent
to the apartment complex. “Because
Osborne Apartments is a private, nonprofit corporation—not a government
controlled entity—it is not bound by
the Establishment Clause’s prohibition
on the government endorsement of
religion. Osborne Apartments is free
to allow the residents to engage in
religious discussion and prayer.”
Osborne Apartments is managed by
Ebenezer Corporation, which, according to its website, “was founded in 1917
by Minneapolis Lutherans to provide
community-centered care for homeless
older adults and others in need.”
The ADF letter further explains
that HUD does not prohibit religious discussion in buildings where
it provides funding, and court precedent has determined that public
funding does not mean a prohibition on religious discussion.
The ADF hopes its letter will
reverse the decision of Osborne
Apartments and allow religious discussions in its commons areas.
“The right thing to do out of
respect for the senior citizens—
many of whom fought or saw their
spouses fight in wars to defend our
nation and the freedoms upon
which it is built—is to remove the
ban on religious expression in the
commons area…” the letter stated.
“We hope that this letter will clear
up these issues and that you will do
away with this terrible policy.”
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Group organizes 10th
annual ‘Champions for
Justice’ event
BLOOMINGTON — Peace and
Hope International, a Christian
human rights organization with
offices in Minnesota and Peru, is
hosting the 10th annual “Champions for Justice Benefit” on Sunday,
Nov. 11 at the Embassy Suites Hotel
Ballroom in Bloomington.
Keynote speaker for the benefit

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE
Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

s .EW 2OOFS
s 2EROOFS
s -AINTENANCE 2EPAIRS

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”
For most any HOME REPAIR
call Jerry 952-426-2044

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net
Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

Referrals available upon request
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is Peter Konrad, managing consultant for the Weyerhaeuser Family
Foundation.
A silent auction will begin at 5:00
p.m., followed by dinner and a program at 6:00 p.m.
Tickets are $40 per person, $30
for students and $400 for a table of
10.
For additional information or to
donate a silent auction item, email
cbeebepeaceandhope@gmail.com
or call (612) 825-6864 ext. 564.

TWIN CITIES — The Minnesota
Association of Church Facility Man-

agers (MACFM) recently released
its upcoming meeting schedule for
2012 – 2013.
According to a letter from
MACFM’s president on its website,
the organization was founded to
provide “a vehicle for facility managers (and staff) of Christ-centered
organizations to gather together
and engage in professional development, networking and Christian
fellowship. We have developed a
format where facility-related challenges, experiences and solutions
are able to be openly shared, and
career relevant training and outreach service opportunities are
provided.”
The group’s next meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 15 at

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUSIC/MUSICIANS

SERVICES

Architect’s 96-page sketchbook of 30+ National
Parks, $12.95, includes S/H. 737 Dwight Way,
Berkeley, CA 94710.

New, refreshing, unique music! “Original Worship”
by The Matthews Family. Listen now at www.matthewsfamilyLA.com. Free CD download to first 25
who share the link, then email info@matthewsfamilyLA.com for the code.

Barnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofing/
siding/gutters! GAF certified installers, licensed and
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Church Facility
Managers group
releases schedule

BOOKS

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities
MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and
develop mentoring relationships with residents in our residential program. A
good driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both
Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women's Programs. FT & PT openings in
the Long Term Men's Program.

The Triad shows Bible 16, secular science zero,
on resolved controversies, plus much more. On
Kindle or send $10 to Melquist, 229 Hill St. E.,
N.Y.A., MN 55368.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
International Company expanding and is seeking leaders for local marketing teams. On Going
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training.
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

CAREGIVER
Mature certified home health aide. Experienced
referral include pastors and former employer.
Prefer live-in. St. Louis Park area. Near Church.
(952) 929-4342.

Teen Challenge Leadership Institute Director
Experienced individual needed to oversee the administration and management of the Leadership Institute for graduates of the program, which provides
academic, spiritual, re-entry training and transitional housing opportunities. A
background of higher education learning & ministry experience is preferred;
experience in facilitating vocational training and employment assistance with an
understanding of the challenges caused by addiction & legal issues is strongly
desired. FT, salaried position

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

Quality flags for sale. U.S., International and church
flags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service.
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678.

LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian Woman to be live-in aide. Assist
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian
ministry. Drivers license. No experience necessary – will train. Flexible hours. Room, wages. Nice
neighborhood. St. Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

SAINT PAUL — Youth Leadership is sponsoring the one-day event
“Complicated Family Dynamics in
Ministry” on Thursday, Dec. 6 at its
headquarters in Arden Hills. The
event will be led by Tiger McLuen,
president of Youth Leadership, and

Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year
experience. AL (651) 408-2480.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Fridley, Christian male to share my home. Full use
of town home. Utilities included. No Pets, smoking or drugs. $450-500, plus deposit. Available
immediately. Call (651) 341-2278, prodschmidt@
hotmail.com.
Nov 1 or Dec 1. I am looking for a Christian male to
share my house. You will have your own bedroom and
bathroom. You will have the use of kitchen facilities.
No drinking, drugs, or pets. You will pay $450 plus
the deposit. Utilities are included. Garage included.
Located in South Minneapolis. Please call Kurt at
(612) 961-0089. kurtsphotos@aol.com.

Delicious fresh organic dairy and meat delivered
to your door. Grass feed, grass finished, koshur.
organicfoodnow@yahoo.com.
Caregiver/companion. Born-again younger woman
would love to assist you with your needs. Have had
several years experience with excellent references.
Have (CNA) ‘certificated nursing assistant’ certificate. Am warm and caring. Nancy (612) 298-4657.
Christian Illusionist, I use the art of a stage magician to illustrate Gospel truths. I am available for
church events of all types, for audiences of all ages.
email faron.company@gmail.com.

Bloomington room for rent. Furnished, on bus
line, 90th & Nicollet. $350. (952) 948-0735,
(612) 483-3718.
Crystal. Christian male to share my home. Laundry,
kitchen privileges. No drinking, drugs, pets. $450/
month + deposit, all utilities included. Available
immediately. Call (763) 370-7168, gary-two@
hotmail.com.

SINGLES
Singles Bible Study: “The Five Love Languages
for Singles” by Gary Chapman. Saturdays Dec.
1, 2012-Feb. 9, 2013. 12:00pm-3:00pm. (Lunch
provided). (763) 742-7687, Plymouth MN. apostlejulie@usfamily.net.

Male to rent 1 bedroom in my condo, in Columbia
Heights. Non Smoker, non drinker, no drugs. $425/
month, utilities paid. (763) 210-8746.

SERVICES
Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.
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One-day event to focus
on family dynamics in
ministry

Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $500/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

FLAGS

engage your faith

Constance Free Church in Andover
and will include a presentation on
“Heating Systems and Battery Systems.”
For more information about
the group including its 2012 –
2013 meeting schedule, visit www.
macfm.org.
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Dr. Leta and Phil Frazier of Bethel
University.
According to a description of
the seminar: “Leta and Phil Frazier
will help you understand the wide
variety of family systems and the
communication dynamics in each
system. You will learn the struggles
and challenges of working within
these dynamics.”
Registration for the event is $95,
which includes lunch.
For
more
information
including registration, visit www.
youthleadership.org.

Local pastor releases
political thriller
GOLDEN VALLEY — The Rev. Matthew M. Anderson, pastor at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Golden Valley,
recently released “Running Mate: In
Order to Form a More Perfect Union,”
a political thriller.
According to a synopsis on the
book’s website: “The candidates
must choose between the inefficient security of partisan politics
and the audacious scenario prescribed in the Constitution itself.
With America hanging in the balance, the candidates fight both for
their political lives and for the revolutionary words penned in Philadelphia more than two centuries
earlier.”
For more information on the
book or to order a copy, visit www.
runningmatebook.com.

tally diverse islands of Hawai’i.”
For more information on both
exhibits, visit www.bethel.edu/galleries or call (651) 638-6527.

Triple Espresso
returns this month
MINNEAPOLIS — The popular
Triple Espresso comedy show returns
this month for shows running through
early next year. It also returns to its original location: the Music Box Theatre at
1407 Nicollet Avenue in Minneapolis.
Tickets for those 17 and under
are half price.
Special Thanksgiving week
schedule includes shows on Nov.
20, 21, 23, 24 and 25.
To purchase tickets or for more
information, call the Box Office at
(612) 874-1100. For groups of 12 or
more, call (612) 874-9000.

‘idisciple’ training
seminar coming to
Minneapolis
MINNEAPOLIS — All Nations
Assembly Church in NE Minneapolis will host the “idisciple basic
training seminar” from Nov. 15 to
Nov. 17. The seminar is presented
by CityTeam International.
The event helps train individuals to
reach their communities for Christ.
Registration is $50 without lunch
or $80 with lunch.
For more information or to register,
visit www.cityteam.org/idisciple.

For more information on the CD
and the Holiday Lights in the Park,
visit www.lightsinthepark.org.

School district won’t
appeal court ruling
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minneapolis “Star Tribune” reported last
month that the Minneapolis school
district won’t appeal a federal appeals court ruling that it could
not exclude the Good News Club
(GNC), a group sponsored by Child
Evangelism Fellowship (CEF), from
after-school activities.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Eighth Circuit ruled against the
school district and said it engaged
in viewpoint discrimination by ousting CEF, according to a media release from Christian Newswire.
“We are extremely grateful for
this decision and look forward to
the opportunity of serving interested students at the Jenny Lind
Elementary School,” said Tom
Levanos, executive director of operations for CEF, via the release.
The Good News Club was originally

removed from the school in 2009 after
someone overheard “a prayer and reference to Jesus Christ” at a GNC meeting. Since that complaint, the group
dwindled from nearly 50 students to
five by 2010.
The “Star Tribune” also noted
that the decision “clears the way
for similar clubs to spread to other schools” based on a settlement
reached by the school board. That
settlement, continued the blog post
by Steve Brandt, “will cost the district $100,000 in legal fees to the
organization sponsoring the club.”

Safe Families for
Children to hold
fundraising event
SAINT PAUL — Safe Families
for Children will hold a fundraising
event at Northwestern College on
Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 6:00 p.m. The
free event will include a silent auction, complimentary dinner and
program.
Special guest for the evening is
Dr. David Anderson.
Safe Families for Children “gives

Open Window Theatre to host
‘Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol’
MINNEAPOLIS — The 100-seat
Open Window Theatre in downtown Minneapolis will host the drama/comedy “Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol” from Nov. 30 – Dec. 30.
According to organizers: “Jacob Marley is dead and has been
condemned to a tortured eternity.
Desperate, Marley accepts his one
chance to free himself: To escape
his own chains, he must first redeem Scrooge. So begins a journey
of laughter and terror, redemption and renewal, during which
Scrooge’s heart, indeed, is opened;
but not before Marley—in this funny yet deeply moving story—discovers his own.”
For more information, visit www.
openwindowtheatre.org.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
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U
U
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Johnson Gallery has two
New ‘Holiday Lights’ CD
exhibits on display
SAINT PAUL — The Johnson to be released
Gallery at Bethel University currently has two exhibits on display.
“Small Press: Exhibition of Artist
Books and Publications,” curated
by Lex Thompson, will be on display until Dec. 14.
The exhibit includes books,
zines, newspapers and other published materials that can now be
published relatively inexpensively.
“LU – WOW” includes photographs by Lex Thompson and will
be on display until Dec. 14.
According to an announcement
from the gallery, “‘LU – WOW’ will
present a selection of images from
Lex Thompson’s series ‘Mahalo,’
exploring the collisions that occur
within the modest perimeter of the
socially, ethnically and environmen-

hope to families in crisis by offering
care to children while parents seek
to restore stability in their lives,” according to organizers.
For more information on the
event, call (612) 338-1716 ext. 106
or email officemn.sffc@gmail.com.

SAINT PAUL — The popular “Holiday Lights Vol. 4” CD will go on sale
Nov. 13 at Kowalski’s Markets. The CD
serves as the official soundtrack for the
IBEW Holiday Lights in the Park at
Phalen Park in St. Paul. Net proceeds
of CD sales and concert tickets will go
toward Second Harvest Heartland,
Union Gospel Mission, Saint Paul Parks
Conservancy and UnderConstruction.
To date, Holiday Lights has
helped raise $170,000.
The CD will include 15 tracks of
holiday songs that are recorded by
well-known Minnesota artists, including popular gospel artist Robert Robinson.
In addition, the CD release party will
be held at the Mall of America on Black
Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning
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Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.
Since 1961 Christian parents have
partnered with outstanding teachers to
provide excellent, God-honoring education
at Calvin Christian. Explore the Calvin
Christian difference for your children.

Serving the Twin Cities
■ Edina K-8 campus
4015 Inglewood Ave. S

■ Blaine K-8 campus
8966 Pierce St. NE

■ Calvin Christian High School
755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Call today for more information and
to schedule a visit!
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After suffering tragedy, mother pens memoir
By Beverly Snyder
“Only God Knows Why: a
Mother’s Memoir of Death and
Rebirth” by Amy Lyon
Chalice Press, © September
2012, 207 pages
Grieving the loss of a child is not
simple. Neither is its recovery. But
Amy Lyon—wife, mother and community newspaper editor—knows it
is possible to regain faith and find
life’s purpose again.
“My beautiful daughter, Isabelle, passed away from Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)
in 2007. The road to this point
has been paved with stops and
starts, but the support our family has received has been a blessing,” Lyon wrote on her website.
She penned her memoir “Only
God Knows Why: a Mother’s Memoir of Death and Rebirth” with
“hopes that my story can be a com-

fort to other families as they take
this journey.”
“At its heart, ‘Only God Knows
Why’ is a story of loss and grief,”
said friend Janelle Fox during

opening remarks at a recent book
launch party. “But ‘Only God
Knows Why’ is also a story of hope
and inspiration as Amy and her
husband, Chad, wade through their
grief side by side, inventing a baby
monitor and moving forward with
the help of family, friends and a
support group.”
Fox continued, “There is also an
underlying spiritual journey that
can be found in the pages of ‘Only
God Knows Why,’ offering anyone
who has struggled with faith—especially in a time of crisis—the opportunity to watch a relationship between Amy and God unfold, even
in the midst of a tragedy.”
Long-time friend Jen Ptacek said
that Lyon gained “the perspective that
tragedy does not have to be the end
…. Moving forward does not have to
mean ‘moving on’ or being ‘over it.’”
Lyon’s journey included twists and
turns. For more than 18 months, she
threw herself into developing a medical

Amy Lyon wrote the book, ‘Only God
Knows Why,” from her experience in
losing her infant daughter to SIDS.

device to sense continued breathing
while babies sleep, which she called
the Izzy Bell baby monitor. But the
project became too all-consuming and,
for a variety of reasons, never reached
market.
While attending a grief support
group, one woman calmly said: “I
think we are given by God exactly
what we need at any given moment
to get us through. Maybe it’s not
something we’ll have or need forever, but it’s what gets us through.”
Lyon sat silent as those words
formed “a bleak picture” in her
weary mind. She wondered, “What
if the purpose of the Izzy Bell project was simply to get me through
the hardest part of losing Isabelle?
What if that was its sole purpose?”
She felt crushed, yet her healing
continued. As she struggled with
loss and wrestled with God, she began to wade through grief.
Lyon’s thoughts turned to volunteering with the Minnesota-based
Baby Angels Foundation and SIDS
Center at Children’s Hospital in
Minneapolis. In 2010, along with
her good friend Ptacek, Lyon
helped start an emergency homeless shelter in Minneapolis and
volunteered as the coordinator of
volunteers and evening meals for
the first year.
At strategic times, God comforted her through dreams. In one
dream relayed in her book, Lyon
received a card with the message,
“Write that book.” It was signed,
“Love, God and Isabelle.”
She wrote, “I made time to write
in my journal every day, and it
helped me loosen my grasp on the
Izzy Bell project.”
According to Ptacek, Lyon’s lifelong passion for writing and her
career in journalism made it “the
perfect outlet for her to relay her
feelings and most honest emotions.”
In her book and on her website
(www.amylyon.com), Lyon helps
bereaved families discover a variety
of ways to remember and honor
their loved one as they cope with
loss and grief.

“Over the years, I have found
support groups, online forums and
books that have helped me navigate this ‘new normal,’ and I want
to share those resources with other
families to help them move forward
in the grieving process,” said Lyon.
On her blog (www.rememberourlovedones.blogspot.com), she
shares ideas that helped her, such
as creating a memorial garden,
hosting a Celebration of Life party
with a balloon release, making remembrance buttons and writing
letters to Heaven’s Mailbox.
One way Amy and Chad chose
to honor and remember Isabelle
was to purchase a brick at the Angel of Hope Statue memorial in
Maple Grove. The creation of Angel of Hope statues was inspired
from “New York Times” bestselling
author Richard Paul Evans’s book
“The Christmas Box.”
Commissioned by Evans, the Angel of Hope sculptures were the creation of a father and son from Salt
Lake City, Utah: Ortho and Jared
Fairbanks. With more than 100 statues around the country, seven are
located in Minnesota, including in
Perham, Maple Grove, Grand Rapids, Willmar/Spicer, Fergus Falls,
Duluth and Virginia.
Annual events are held at Angel of Hope statues throughout
the state and country on the sixth
of December. In the Twin Cities, a
candlelight healing ceremony will
be held at the Maple Grove Arboretum at 7:00 p.m. on Dec. 6. All
parents and families who have experienced the death of a child of
any age are welcomed at the simple
non-denominational services.
To give her passion a broader
platform, Lyon entered a statewide
contest and won the right to represent Scott County in March 2013 at
the Mrs. Minnesota International
Pageant, where the multiple roles
of wife, mother, professional and
community volunteer are recognized and celebrated.
“The yearlong honor of being
Mrs. Scott County International
will afford me the opportunity to
showcase the importance of family,
volunteerism and finding a balance
in our busy lives,” she said.
Each representative competes on
a platform.
“My platform as Mrs. Scott County International 2013 is Healing After Loss, with special emphasis on
infant and child loss,” she said.
“Bereaved parents need support,” Lyon concluded. “My hope is
that sharing my story will also give
them comfort that they are never
alone in this journey.”

“Only God Knows Why: a Mother’s
Memoir of Death and Rebirth” can
be purchased at LifeWay Christian
Stores or online.
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‘Trade of Innocents’
brings to light underworld
of human trafficking
Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT PAUL — Northwestern
College (NWC) alum Laurie Bolthouse is the producer behind the
new film “Trade of Innocents,”
which is a story about human trafficking in Southeast Asia.
According to the NWC website,
Bolthouse’s family was in Cambodia a few years ago when they had
a chance to host a dinner.
“We found ourselves able to
host a lovely family style dinner
for six – seven girls recently rescued from the brothels there in
the town we were vacationing in,”
she said, via the website.
The girls were being prepared
to testify to a judge and were being helped by International Justice Mission, who arranged the
dinner with the Bolthouse family.
After the young girls left, however, the reality of their plight

sunk in for the Bolthouses.
“We cried out in anger to God
and told him He had to do more
than just allow us to have a nice
dinner for these girls,” she said.
“We begged and beseeched Him,
‘Please do something!’”
Some time after the family returned home, Bolthouse received
a script for “Trade of Innocents”
and was asked to work on the
film.
The movie website says, “Parallel story lines intertwine and unfold twists against the backdrop
of the dangerous human trafficking world, in a story of struggle,
life, hope and redemption …”

For more information about “Trade
of Innocents” and to view a schedule
of where it’s playing, visit www.
tradeofinnocents.com.

Colonial Church launches
‘Social Change’ grant contest
Program to award $250,000 to
entrepreneurs and idea makers
Christian Examiner staff report
EDINA — Colonial Church
in Edina recently announced a
$250,000 grant competition aimed
to assist social change ideas or other initiatives gain momentum.
The project, which is called Innové—
a French word meaning “to have broken new ground”—aims to help initiatives that want to better culture and the
human condition “in accordance with
Christian gospel values of faith, service,
grace, justice, love, redemption and
reconciliation,” according to a press
release from the church.
“This church has long had a passion for missions, and lately we’ve
had a passion to do more,” said
Daniel Harrell, senior minister of
Colonial Church, via the release.
“This isn’t just about writing checks
though. We will come alongside
these social change entrepreneurs
and provide them with coaching,

mentoring, skills training and a
wide range of human capital resources, from incubation to the
launch and hopefully beyond.”
Participants will receive hands-on
assistance from mentors, finalists
will pitch their ideas to a panel of
judges and potential investors, and
winners will receive initial funding,
consulting, business-planning help,
a stipend and office space.
The church believes that Christian entrepreneurship “seeks opportunities where services or products may be used to help, heal,
restore, redeem or bring hope.”
The grant program is open to
residents of the Twin Cities who are
35 years old and younger.

For more information about Innové
and to apply, visit www.innoveproject.
org.

The Star of Christmas…
Mary Beth Carlson

a gift of love and light

Guest Musicians
The Cassidy Brothers (male quartet) & soloist Jack Cassidy
The Trones Family (Mary Beth, Deb, Julie and John), vocalists
Diane Tremaine, Cellist
Justin Knoepfel, Violist
Friday, Dec. 7, 7:30pm
Elisa Horning, Violinist
Mark Henderson, Woodwind Artist St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd.
Cory Wong, Guitarist
Bloomington, MN 55437
Concert Tickets: 'ENERAL !DMISSION  s !GES  AND UNDER 
Group rate for 10 or more $12 (call 952-934-2319)
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