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By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — A group of 
pastors and religious leaders gath-
ered last month to demonstrate 
their united support for the Min-
nesota Marriage Amendment and 
for the traditional view of mar-
riage. The leaders from Pentecos-
tal, Evangelical, African Ameri-
can, Catholic and Orthodox faith 
traditions met on the steps of the 
Capitol and urged their follow-
ers—and others—to support what 
they believe is God’s design for 
marriage. 

With only a month to go before 
Minnesotans head to the ballot 
box, polls continue to show a fair-
ly narrow lead for traditional mar-

riage supporters. A KSTP/Survey 
USA poll released last month 
found 50 percent in favor of the 
amendment while 43 percent are 
opposed and 8 percent are unde-
cided. A similar poll conducted 
in July saw 52 percent in favor of 
the amendment while 37 percent 
were opposed, with 6 percent un-
decided and 5 percent saying they 
were not voting. Other recent 
polls have shown similar results.

Carl Nelson, president of Trans-
form Minnesota, led the clergy 
gathering and introduced the 
speakers, saying that they “are 
united in our belief in the author-
ity of the Bible. From the opening 
of the Bible in Genesis 2 to the 
teaching of Jesus in Matthew 19, 

marriage is presented by God as a 
lifelong covenant between a man 
and a woman. This gift of mar-
riage is given us by God to create 
a loving and secure bond between 
husband and wife, where they can 
share the deepest emotions and 
the most joyful pleasures of physi-
cal intimacy.”

That theme carried throughout 
the event, which included the Rev. 
John C. Nienstedt, Archbishop of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis; the Rev. Jerry 
McAfee, president of the Minnesota 
Baptist Convention and pastor of New 
Salem Missionary Baptist Church in 
Minneapolis; the Rev. Troy Dobbs, 
pastor of Grace Church in Eden 

Thousands expected 
for one-day event at 
convention center
Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — Each year, 
the Christian Community Fair of-
fers the opportunity for area believ-
ers to have fun, join together with 
others, worship and network about 
ministry and employment possibili-
ties. This year, on Saturday, Nov. 10, 
organizers want to also focus on in-
dividuals and families.

“Two of the ways we are doing 
this is with a career area and a 
health area,” said Rich Branham, 
co-founder of the Fair along with 
his wife, Lana. “The event is always 
about community. In the career 
area, there will be a number of or-

By Scott Noble

MINNETONKA — What hap-
pens when American society be-
comes less rooted in its Christian 
consensus and more challenges to 
faith emerge? A generation—or 
more—grows up suddenly having 
to defend the beliefs that had been 
previously unchallenged. A culture 
becomes more antagonistic to-
ward Christianity, and believers are 
forced to fi nd new ways to demon-
strate the reliability of the gospel.

With that reality fi rmly in place, 
FaithSearch International is plan-
ning to launch the “Explore the Ev-
idence Twin Cities” campaign this 
fall to equip believers—and inform 
pre-believers—of the reliability of 
the Bible and evidence for Christi-

anity. The campaign is a continua-
tion of FaithSearch International’s 
mission that started with Dr. Don 
Bierle and his faith studies more 
than 30 years ago. 

Bierle holds M.A. and Ph.D. de-
grees in the life sciences, as well as 
an M.A. in New Testament studies 
and served as a college professor 
for more than two decades. The 
third edition of his popular book 
“Surprised by Faith” will soon be 
released.

FaithSearch International, which 
is based on the Great Commission, 
has taught thousands of people 
about the reliability of Scripture. In 
its last fi scal year, nearly 500 people 
recorded a faith commitment as Pastors Say Yes

Diverse group of religious leaders gathers to show 
support for Minnesota Marriage Amendment

Pastors and religious leaders from various faith traditions recently gathered to show their support for the Minnesota 
Marriage Amendment. The Rev. Jerry McAfee urged Christians to get off the sidelines and vote ‘yes’ for the amendment.

FaithSearch to launch 
apologetics emphasis
‘Explore the Evidence 
Twin Cities’ debuts this fall

Children will have an opportunity to visit the petting zoo and play on the 
numerous infl atables at the Christian Community Fair. Last year’s estimated 
12,000 set a new attendance record for the fair, now in its seventh year.

Christian Community Fair to hold 7th annual event

ganizations to help people with re-
sumes, new interview suggestions, 
dressing for success, etc. In the 
health area, a few organizations, 

See FAIR, page 3

See MARRIAGE, page 4

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — In 1884, 
a group of Swedish immigrants 
founded Minnehaha Academy, 
believing Christian faith should 
serve as the center of a quality 
education. In 1913, the school 
dedicated its North Campus site 
on the west bank of the Missis-
sippi River, which served as a high 
school for grades 9 to 12. 

Now, Minnehaha Academy is 
entering its centennial year. 

Managing to remain a vibrant 
and successful school for 100 years 
is a challenge for any institution.

“I think Minnehaha has been a 
school that was started and found-
ed by passionate people who cared 

about Christian education,” said 
Dr. Donna Harris, president of 
the school. “And through a lot of 
sacrifi ce, they were able to open 
the doors of Minnehaha, and 
I think that through 100 years 
that same passion, level of com-
mitment, level of commitment to 
high quality Christian education 
has still existed.” 

Since its founding, the school 
has added a junior high, elemen-
tary school and kindergarten.

One of the common phrases 
heard in private Christian edu-
cation today is “integrating faith 
and learning.” Harris believes 
incorporating belief effectively 

Minnehaha Academy
celebrates its centennial 

See ACADEMY, page 4

See FAITHSEARCH, page 2

What: Twin Cities Christian 
Community Fair

When: November 10
10am-8pm

Where: Minneapolis Convention 
Center, Exhibit Hall E

What: 200+ business and 
ministry exhibits, petting 
zoo, kids crafts and 
activities, infl atables, live 
music

Cost: Free admission

Info: christianfair.com
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952.388.6160

Lose Fat Fast!
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Program

Typical weight loss 
results average ½ 
to 1 pound of fat 

Patients take these safe supplements with healthy regular foods that 

Medical Director of Bouari Clinics
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No surgery
No prescription drugs
No packaged food
Not an exercise program

Bring in this ad for $150 off 50-day program (Not valid with any other offers or discounts)

BUY A 5.5 SANTOKU KNIFE @ 40% OFF

www.hammerstahl.com/alta2012

Use Coupon Code: alta2012

GET A FREE 
SHARPENER

Offer expires Oct. 31, 2012.

Are you easy to fi nd?
You can be if you advertise with us.

In PRINT and ONLINE.

Reservations are now being 
accepted for the 2013 directory. 

Contact one of us today to 
learn how you can 

BE FOUND easily.

North Metro
Bruce Slinden 
763.657.7065
bruce@christianexaminer.com
 

South Metro
Curt Conrad 
952.746.4768

curt@christianexaminer.com

The Twin Cities most  comprehensive guide to products and services 
offered by Christian-owned and operated businesses.
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a result of its efforts; some 29,000 
people attended nearly 260 Faith-
Search sponsored events; and more 
than 4,000 people were trained to 
present FaithSearch material.

Even though the culture and the 
audience have changed drastically 
since FaithSearch’s founding some 
three decades ago, its message has 
remained the same.

New generation, same message
Joe Komarek worked for the 

Navigators as a missionary for more 
than a dozen years prior to coming 
on board FaithSearch as its execu-
tive director, freeing up Bierle from 
administrative tasks and allowing 
him to spend more time teaching. 
Komarek used to spend time disci-
pling men in the marketplace, and 
he said that Scripture’s trustworthi-
ness is critical for people consider-
ing the gospel and for those look-
ing to apply it.

“If I’m going to help guys with 
their quiet time, help guys study 
the Bible, help guys get perspective 
from the Bible for daily living, I al-
ways started with: ‘Well, we’ve got to 
see if we can trust this book at all,’” 
he said. “If we’re going to study it 
and read it and apply it and actually 
live by it, well, Dr. Don and his ev-
idence-based approach to discover-
ing the truths about the Bible—his-
torical reliability, the archaeological 
evidence, the scientifi c evidence for 
faith was riveting to a lot of the men 
in my world.”

This fall, FaithSearch is aiming to 
partner with churches and other or-
ganizations to host events that will 
teach people that the Bible is reli-
able; the archaeological evidence 
backs up biblical claims; and the 
manuscript evidence is trustwor-
thy. By building on this foundation, 
the group hopes to then be able to 
convince people to rely upon the 
Bible’s claims—and thus put their 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Komarek believes FaithSearch 
events are good opportunities 
in which to invite non-believing 
friends and relatives, utiliz-
ing the Operation Andrew ap-
proach.

“Andrew wasn’t this upfront kind 
of guy, but he’s certainly network-
ing and encouraging people as an 
apostle,” Komarek said. “He was 
introducing people to Jesus by in-
vitation, so that people could hear. 
We don’t have to look too far that 
people can’t hear unless they’re 
preached at. They don’t hear be-
cause they may [have never] been 
invited. It’s the full combination.”

Truly international
Over the years, FaithSearch In-

ternational has become more in-
ternationally focused, with a His-
panic ministry and outreaches in 
India and Russia. 

Oleg Voskresensky, who grew 
up in Moscow, Russia, came on 
board the ministry in 2006 when 
he translated one of Bierle’s 
books into Russian.

“That’s how the Russian minis-
try started,” he said. “Then a year 
later, they said, ‘We’ve got a mes-
sage; we need a messenger.’ Will 
I take this presentation, based 
on the book, ‘FaithSearch Discov-
ery,’ and translate it into Russian 
and take it to that part of the map 
that’s usually colored red and see 
if there’s interest, if there is poten-
tial of expanding the ministry that 
way.”

There was.       
Public schools and universities 

in Russia soon signaled their inter-
est in hearing the gospel message 
taught with evidence, as a story. 

“[Their interest in] when and 
how this story unfolded and what 
we know about it,” he continued. 
“And how reliable are our sources 
to compare to other history re-
sources that we have and trust and 
believe in and consider reliable.”

Voskresensky, who is a Bethel 
Seminary graduate and Orthodox 
Christian, is paid by the Ministry 
of Education in Russia to teach the 
gospel as history.

He usually spends three weeks 
in Russia teaching and six weeks 
at home in the U.S. preparing for 
the next round of classes. His audi-
ences are mainly teachers, and he 
trains approximately 5,000 of them 
each year on the Christian story 
and its reliability. Voskresensky’s 
presentations are similar to Con-
tinuing Education classes for teach-
ers in the U.S., where teachers are 
required to take a certain number 
of credits in order to maintain their 
credentials.

Despite all the cultural changes 
in the last 30 years, Komarek be-
lieves people are still hungering for 
the gospel and for changed lives.

“As long as people continue 
to pray, ‘Lord, save the soul of 
my niece, my nephew, grandma, 
grandpa,’ and there’s still people 
living out what I call ‘Operation 
Andrew,’” then FaithSearch In-
ternational will be able to provide 
teaching and resources for people 
to make faith commitments and to 
encourage them in their faith.

Oleg Voskresensky teaches 5,000 
Russian teachers each year on the 
reliability of the Christian story.

For more information about Faith-
Search International, visit www.faith-
search.org or call (800) 964-1447.

FAITHSEARCH…
Continued from page 1
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For additional information and to 
register for Rediscover 2012, visit 
www.64fellowshipconferences.com. 

By Scott Noble

BLOOMINGTON — Devel-
oping and implementing cur-
riculum; overseeing staff; man-
aging programs and outreaches; 
and serving as CEO. These and 
a host of other things sit on a 
pastor’s plate each day, waiting 
for his or her devotion. 

Yet these things can also 
serve as distractions and cause 
discouragement for pastors, 
moving them away from their 
primary ministry and desire: 
preaching the Word of God.

Daniel Henderson, president 
and founder of Strategic Re-
newal and former senior pastor 
of Grace Church in Eden Prai-
rie, and the Rev. Jim Cymbala, 
pastor of The Brooklyn Taber-
nacle Church, aim to help pas-
tors fi nd encouragement, re-
new their passion and approach 
their ministry in a fresh way. 

Two years ago, the pair 
launched The 6:4 Fellowship, 
based on Acts 6:4, “where the 
early church leaders gave them-

Former Grace Church pastor to co-lead renewal conference

selves passionately to prayer and 
the ministry of the Word rather 
than allowing the pressure of the 
crisis, which was great … to dic-
tate their priorities,” Henderson 
said. “Instead, they believed the 
church had suffi cient people in 
it to handle those things. And 
the result of that was of course a 
great spiritual revival …”

Their desire in forming The 6:4 
Fellowship was simply to “encour-
age pastors,” Henderson said.

On Oct. 18, the group will 
sponsor the Rediscover 2012 
conference at Jefferson High 
School in Bloomington, an 
event designed for pastors and 
church leaders.

“I know our hearts are re-
ally burdened for the fact that 
so many pastors are dropping 
out of the ministry today, and 
so many of them are discour-
aged in their work,” Hender-
son said. “[The conference is] 

designed not just for pastors 
[but for] anybody in church 
leadership. [It will] be a day 
of encouragement and enrich-
ment and probably because of 
Jim’s DNA and mine as well in 
terms of ministry, we’re going 
to be focusing a lot on just our 
personal passion for Christ and 
our leadership and experience 
in prayer, feeling like that’s such 
a vital element of ministry that 
often gets overlooked.”

The event is sponsored locally 
by Prayer First, Hillside Church, 
OneCry Minnesota, Transform 
Minnesota, Pulse and other 
ministries. Registration is $35.

In addition to the duo’s com-
mon passion for pastors is “a 
real desire to see prayer ignit-
ing in local churches in a fresh 
way,” Henderson said. “And re-
ally just so many of our friends 
and colleagues who have just 
gone through incredible sea-
sons of discouragement, and 
some dropping out of ministry. 
[We] just want to do everything 
we [can] to really come along-

side [them].”
So far, Cymbala and Hen-

derson have taken the one-day 
conferences to eight cities, with 
more planned for later this year.

Through traveling around 
the country, Henderson has be-
come more attuned to the need 
for spiritual revival.

“I’m fortunate because most 
of what I do is in churches that 
are really motivated to experi-
ence a real sense of resurgence 
of prayer and spiritual renewal,” 
he said. “So I tend to have the 
joy of being exposed to more 
of those kinds of churches. But 
statistically, we know that the 
church in America is losing its 
infl uence pretty dramatically. 
There are pockets of health. 
There are also pockets of a lot 
of superfi cial activity. But on the 
whole, I do think we really need 
a fresh spiritual awakening.” 

Daniel Henderson, former pastor of Grace Church in Eden Prairie, left, and 
Brooklyn Tabernacle pastor Jim Cymbala will lead a one-day pastors’ conference 
in Bloomington on Oct. 18.

including Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
will be assisting people with all 
sorts of health checks, plus helping 
families get connected with organi-
zations that can help them in the 
long run.”

In addition, the Fair will also cel-
ebrate and help military veterans 
and their families at a large dedi-
cated area.

In 2011, the Fair moved from 
St. Paul to the larger Minneapolis 
Convention Center and went from 
a two-day event to just one day, cit-
ing the feedback from vendors and 
others.

“Many of the ministries struggled 
to fi nd volunteers to staff their 
booths for two separate days,” Bra-
nham said. “We also heard from 
vendors and attendees alike that 
they would like to have all the en-
ergy poured into one day. The feed-
back has been great: a one-day, free 
event for the whole family.”

Each year, hundreds of ven-
dors participate in the Fair, giving 
those in attendance an idea of the 
breadth and depth of Christian 
ministries in Minnesota and the 
surrounding area. Those vendors 
and attendees also create an oppor-
tunity for networking among a wide 
variety of people and ministries.

“The Christian Community Fair 
is about networking,” Branham 
said. “It is about creating unity in 
the community. We can do so much 
more together. Our exhibitors of-
ten say they love meeting with the 
other exhibitors even before the 
event opens because they know 
we are all there with one thing in 
mind: community. This is a very 
unique ‘tradeshow’ from that per-
spective.”

Kids will also have an opportu-
nity to enjoy themselves with a pet-
ting zoo and infl atables. In addi-
tion, music will fi ll the convention 
space with the likes of the Minne-
sota Teen Challenge Choir.

Now in its seventh year, Rich and 
Lana Branham are still enthused 
about organizing the annual free 
event with the support they have re-
ceived from the community.

“We continue to be humbled, 
amazed and thankful for the com-
munity support we receive from 
pastors, churches and families from 
around Minnesota,” Rich said.

FAIR…
Continued from page 1
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For more information on the 
Marriage Amendment, visit www.
minnesotaformarriage.com.

Prairie; the Rev. Sergio Amezucua 
of Brooklyn Park Evangelical Free 
Church; Bishop Richard Howell, pastor 
of Shiloh Temple International Minis-
tries in Minneapolis; and many others.

To stress the importance and unique-
ness of the gathering of multiple faith 
traditions, McAfee said he could not 
have foreseen his attendance at this 
event 12 months ago.

“If you were to ask me perhaps a year 
ago, would I be standing on the steps 
in union with some of the brothers 
and sisters behind me, I would have 
suggested that you are in fact crazy for 
the simple reason that we differ on so 
many things when it comes to social 
justice,” he said.

Yet he felt it necessary to attend in 
order to proclaim his position on the 
Marriage Amendment. While doing 
so, he also wondered publicly how 
the nation has strayed from the Word 
of God, and he wanted to encourage 
Christians to make a stand.

“It saddens me that as we stand here 
that people are perhaps perplexed and 
troubled by an initiative like this, and I 
am just as perplexed as to how did we 

MARRIAGE…
Continued from page 1

get so far away from the Word of God?” 
he said. “How did we move ourselves 
so far away from God that we cannot 
hear? It is a wake-up call for those of 
you Christians who are standing on the 
foray, standing on the background, you 
are not hot nor are you cold. The time 
is now for you to make a decision, and I 
stand with the Word of God and I stand 
and say clearly, vote yes.”    

Following the event, a briefi ng was 
held in the Capitol for pastors and other 
leaders to interact and to encourage 
one another.

Several of the speakers pointed out 
that their involvement in the Marriage 
Amendment is not a political issue; 
rather, it’s a spiritual and moral issue 
that is being engaged in the public—or 
political—realm.

“Today our standards are measured 
by the Word of God, not by the politics 
of the day,” said Howell. “God’s Word 
is non-negotiable. God’s Word is 
honorable, and God’s Word remains 
unchanged. God’s Word clearly defi nes 
marriage as one man and one woman 
without exception, politics or a vote.”  

Dobbs argued that redefi ning mar-
riage would be a “scriptural accom-
modation.”

“The Scriptures affi rm God is 
both the designer and defi ner of 

marriage,” he said. “And God has 
established marriage as a covenant 
between a man and a woman. 
Three thousand years of civilized 
history affi rms this arrangement as 
well. So to redefi ne marriage is not 
a meaningless cultural alteration 
but rather a scriptural accommoda-
tion that undermines God’s vision 
and intent for marriage.”

Statements of support were also 
read from Church of God in Christ 
representatives and the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod.

Asked after the event what it would 
mean for pastors if the amendment 
failed, Nelson said it would ultimately 
impact religious liberty.

“One of the concerns if the Mar-
riage Amendment doesn’t pass and we 
go down the path of marriage being 
redefi ned is that as pastors and clergy 
we could lose our religious freedom 
to be able to speak openly about what 
we believe the Bible says,” he said. 
“Certainly we’re concerned in the 
future that our religious liberties will 
be infringed upon.”

into the school’s educational 
philosophy is important.

“It starts with recognizing that 
the two [faith and learning] are 
not mutually exclusive, that you 
can have high quality academ-
ics, and you can have an integra-
tion of faith and learning,” she 
said. “We believe that you can 
be highly academic as well as 
integrating Christian faith and 
learning. Hiring high quality 
subject matter experts is criti-
cally important because again 

you want high quality learning 
experiences for students.”

That takes place, according to 
Harris, through looking at lit-
erature, for example, “through 
the lens of Christian faith” and 
exposing students to the realities 
of the culture around them.

“We allow students to ask the 
hard questions that come up 
through the learning experiences, 
and we believe it’s a place where 
students should have the freedom,” 
she said. 

Minnehaha has planned a variety 
of activities and events to celebrate 
its centennial. At its Homecoming 
last month, several hundred alumni 
were expected to return to campus.

As an educational institution, 
Harris believes it’s crucial for the 
school to help students realize their 
potential.

“I believe that Minnehaha 
Academy is a school that pro-
vides opportunities for students 
to discover and develop their 
God-given talents and skills,” she 
said. “So we believe in the three 
strong ‘As’, as I like to refer to 
them: arts, academics and ath-
letics. I think it’s a school that I 
would say produces confi dent, 
articulate, warm and enthusias-
tic students who have a voice.”

PHOTO BY BRUCE MAEDA

Minnehaha Academy Lower and Middle School students celebrating the 
Centennial at a pep fest on Sept. 21. 

ACADEMY…
Continued from page 1

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — The two main 
groups on both sides of the Minne-
sota Marriage Amendment recently 
released their fi nance reports, 
demonstrating the millions of dol-
lars being spent on the campaign 
to constitutionally defi ne marriage 
in the state.

Minnesota for Marriage, a group 
supporting the amendment and 
traditional marriage defi nitions, 
has raised nearly $1.2 million from 
January to Sept. 25. Since January, 
Minnesotans United for All Fami-
lies, a group opposing the amend-
ment, has raised nearly $6 million.

“Our latest report reveals that our 

2012 donor contributions nearly 
doubled in only two months’ time 
since the July report,” said John 
Helmberger, Minnesota for Marriage 
chairman, via a news release. “These 
numbers refl ect what we are hearing 
from the majority of Minnesotans 
who understand that marriage is the 
unique union of one man and one 
woman and that children need their 
mothers and fathers. Since around 
the time of the State Fair, these folks 
have been taking a more public role in 
protecting the defi nition of marriage 
in Minnesota.”

For the entire campaign, Minne-
sotans United has raised just over 
$8 million from more than 44,000 
donors.  

Millions of dollars raised 
to fi ght war on marriage

DONATE YOUR CAR
By donating your car, in any condition, you can make a difference…

Free towing. Same day pickup.
Call for more info: 612-296-5242

Cars for Compassion

— TAX DEDUCTIBLE —

Listen Sundays
6am-8am
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Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

Thanks to you, we 
minister to people in 160 
countries every month!

Please consider supporting 
cfaith during our October 
stewardship campaign.

Help keep cfaith free!

www.cfaith.com

By Scott Noble

NEWPORT — Attaining a new 
FM radio station license is diffi cult, 
especially when that license is 
planned for a major metropolitan 
area where most of the frequencies 
are already taken. According to the 
fall 2012 Arbitron Radio Market 
Rankings, the Twin Cities is the 
nation’s 16th largest radio market. 

Despite those challenges, how-
ever, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) award-
ed a local FM frequency to the 
Religious Information Network 
(RIN) in April of 2010.

The RIN is an umbrella organi-
zation that includes Walter Martin 
Ministries. Dr. Martin was the 
founder of the Christian Research 
Institute and author of numerous 
books on cults and the occult. He 
was also widely known for his “Bible 
Answer Man” radio program.

Today, his daughter, Jill Martin 
Rische, along with her husband 

Kevin Rische, are behind the effort 
to bring to fruition this new radio 
station—88.1 WAJC FM—which 
the couple hopes to bring on air 
around Christmas. The FCC license 
for the station requires it to be on 
the air by April 19, 2013.

The idea for a radio station, 
according to Jill, was 
never theirs.

“We never had any 
plans to build a radio 
station,” she said. “It was 
something that God just 
brought to us. A friend 
of ours ... actually, he 
was a friend of my fa-
ther’s for decades. He 
was an announcer on 
KYMS out in California 
for years. He called us 
one day and just said, ‘You guys 
have to apply for this. The FCC 
has opened up a very rare window 
for noncommercial FM, and we 
found a broadcast frequency in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul.’”

That began their nearly two year 
effort to bring the station on air. 

Initially, WACJ FM was approved 
for 1,200 Watts; however, they are 
now at 5,500 Watts, which Jill be-
lieves is “pretty signifi cant in the 
Christian market.”

The format will be varied, in-
cluding music and talk. 

“Right now we’re looking at 
alternative Christian [music], so 
it will be a unique format in that 
we’ll have a lot of good music,” 
she said. “We’d like to include 

local music, good, solid bibli-
cal teaching and then we’ll also 
have … we’re opening up a com-
munity block, which I think is re-
ally exciting, to allow people in 
the Minneapolis/St. Paul area to 
develop their own shows.”

That local emphasis, Jill be-
lieves, is what will make 
the station unique.

One of the many chal-
lenges the couple faced 
when taking on this proj-
ect was fi nding the right 
people to help with each 
step of the process. Cer-
tain individuals would 
know specifi c aspects of 
what they were doing, 
so they had to search 
for new people at each 

stage. 
One of the most amazing parts 

of the journey, Jill recalled, was 
fi nding someone to help with the 
purchase of a radio tower. They 
prayed about fi nding the right 

person, and about one week later, 
Jill believes God led her to a man 
that helped them with choosing 
the right location for the tower.

“This is the amazing God that 
we serve in that you request some-
thing, and He says, ‘Oh, sure,’” 
Jill said.

If everything goes as planned, Jill 
hopes the station will be thriving 
in fi ve years.

“I hope that we will have a strong 
foundation of local people really 
involved in the station and that 
we hope to be training Christian 
broadcast students,” she said. “We 
hope to be helping people in the 
community grow in their faith 
and also spread the word to those 
who don’t really know much about 
Christianity except what they hear 
in the secular press.”

New Christian radio station hopes to launch in December
88.1 WAJC FM will be mix of alternative music and teaching

For more information on the radio 
station, visit the group’s Facebook 
page. Search 88.1 WAJC FM.
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Have you ever read a good book 
and been drawn in particularly by 
the life of the main character? May-
be it’s her circumstances; maybe it’s 
his ability to fi nd hope amidst trag-
edy; maybe it’s her attitude or his 
faith; or maybe you’re attracted to 
the character because you identify 
with some part of her life.

Regardless of the reason, this ca-
pability to be drawn in reveals the 
power of story.

Last month, I had the opportu-
nity to attend the Christian Com-
munity Development Association’s 
(CCDA) annual conference in 
Minneapolis. During the opening 
night’s plenary session, speaker, au-
thor and activist on Native Ameri-
can issues, Richard Twiss, gave the 
address to a packed house. 

Twiss talked about this issue and how 
each of us is a story and also part of a 
much larger story or meta-narrative. 
Collectively, we are part of the story 
of the human race, part of the story 

of our nation, community, church 
group and family. But we also inhabit 
and are the main character in our own 
unique story. No one else plays the lead 
character in this story.

As someone who loves story and 
is always enticed by good ones, 
Twiss’ comments got me thinking 
about how we are also individual 
stories amidst the larger Christian 
story: the story of creation, fall, re-
demption and restoration.

And like all stories, our individu-
al ones have a beginning, a middle 
and an end. There are plots, cli-
maxes, confl icts and conclusions. 
There are supporting characters, 
antagonists, protagonists, minor 
characters and numerous others, 
and they all play some role in our 
individual story. 

We also know that Jesus loves sto-
ries. When He told them—many 
of them in the form of a parable—
they were often fi lled with confl ict, 
diffi cult choices, mistakes and res-

toration. 
The woman caught in adultery 

is one such example. Her “story” 
was fi lled with confl ict, bad choices, 
disapproval and seeming hopeless-
ness. But in the end, her “story” 
takes a surprise turn.

Just when we think her life will 
end—her hope fi nally running 
out—Jesus enters her “story” and 
rescues her, redeems her, saves her. 

Her story had a beginning; it had 
confl ict; it had a plot; it had a deci-
sive scene in which the rest of her 
story would ultimately rest. It had 
all the elements of being a wonder-
ful novel in the 21st century. 

Each one of us also inhabits this 
same story. We’ve had a beginning; 
we’ve had confl ict; we’ve endured 
hardship; we’ve enjoyed prosperity; 
we’ve suffered through the efforts 
of antagonists and been blessed by 
protagonists who have helped us 
through diffi cult times. 

And—at one point in time—our 

stories will end. 
While we’re still in the midst of 

our stories, we can contribute to 
the next plot, the next high point, 
the next signifi cant moment. We 
have the opportunity to redeem 
our story, write a new plot, develop 

an additional season of fruitfulness, 
contribute to the story of others.

In our broken world, too many 
people believe their story is already 
written. They believe the chapter they 
inhabit right now is the one they will 
inhabit forever. They believe that noth-
ing more positive can ever be written 
about their story. It’s basically done.

As we saw with the woman caught 
in adultery, Jesus can—and does—
write new chapters for us. His pen is 
ready, eager to write a chapter fi lled 
with hope and new endeavors. How 
much more is He eager to write 
about restoration and redemption 
than about failure and betrayal? 

That doesn’t mean those words 
will come easily. They don’t for 
novelists, and they don’t for the 
authors of each of our stories. Yet 
Jesus is sitting at our writing desk—
right next to us—waiting for us to 
pick up the pen and collaborate 
with Him on this story.         

What’s your story?

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Terrance J. Rollerson

Living on the promises of God
“He has given us His very great 

and precious promises” (2 Peter 
1:4).

God’s infi nite and supreme wis-
dom doesn’t exercise His sovereign-
ty loosely or without compassion 
but always with a specifi c purpose. 
On this side of eternity, it may seem 
unfair and unkind, but this side of 
eternity it is only what we see and 
what we can understand—we must 
remember that God’s wisdom is un-
searchable. 

The book of Romans tells us: 
“Oh, the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and His ways past fi nd-
ing out!” His ways and the work-
ing out of His ways are oftentimes 
unknown to us; therefore, we must 
learn to trust Him.

We will never learn this trust if 
we only look at the tragedies that 
have happened and ignore all the 
good that His sovereign hand has 
also brought. God has our lives in 
His hands, and only He has the 
wisdom to plan out every situation 

and event in them to our inevitable 
good and His eternal glory. 

God doesn’t promise to protect 
or guard us from any suffering in 
this world. He promises something 
much better: He promises to be 
with us in all things and to guide 
us through life, using every situa-
tion for His purpose of drawing all 
people to Him. This promise isn’t 
for just some events or only for 
those that we understand, but He 
promises that all things are in His 
hands—not our hands—and He 
asks us to trust Him.

God has given us promises that 
we can rely on when we are in need 
of comfort and assurance. These 
promises were made by a loving 
heavenly Father, and it is very com-
forting to know that God loves us 
and always keeps His promises. 

When praying to the Father, take 
His promises before Him.

The God of the Bible, Yahweh, 
cannot lie (Titus 1:2). He will not 
mislead and will always literally 
deliver exactly what He says. The 
Bible says, “God is not a man, that 
he should lie; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent: has he 
said, and shall he not do it? or has 
he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good?” (Numbers 23:19).

You might be surprised, but God 
has made you many promises. But 
they’re promises that you have to 
claim in order to receive. Yes, God 
has in fact made hundreds of prom-
ises in His Word to those who pro-
fess to be Christians.

But many of these promises are 
conditional or limited. This means 
that you and I may have to meet 

certain conditions or do our part 
before God can act on our behalf. 
“If you do this,” God says, “I’ll do 
this.” Our response determines His 
actions. A lot of folks don’t know 
the promises of God and don’t 
know the blessing and inheritance 
that is available to them. And if they 
do, they may misuse a promise.

A good way to navigate the promises 
of God is to think of a three-legged 
stool. You have to know about the prom-
ise—that is one leg of the stool. You 
have to understand the promise—that 
is another leg of the stool. And then 
you have to biblically and accurately 
claim the promise—that’s the third 
leg of the stool.

A good template to see if you can 
biblically claim one of God’s prom-
ises revolves around four key words: 
Understand, Ask, Claim and Act.

1. Understand the context of the 
verse. Understand what was going 
on in the verses before and after 
the verse with a promise. Ask the 
basic questions: who, what, when, 
where and why?

2. Ask the critical questions. Ask 

if the promise is conditional or un-
conditional? Is the promise limited 
or unlimited? Is there an “if, then” 
stated? Is the promise for someone 
specifi c in the Bible? 

3. Claim the promise. When you 
claim a promise, you exercise your 
faith. By faith, stand on the promise 
of God and believe in Him.

4. Act on the promise. You be-
lieve, then you act. You proceed in 
faith and move ahead. 

Understand, Ask, Claim, Act. Re-
member to use this template to dis-
cern when God has made a prom-
ise to you and how you are able to 
receive it.

The great news is that God keeps 
His word. Throughout the Bible, 
without exception, God keeps each 
and every promise ever made. That 
should give us great confi dence to 
exercise our faith in God’s prom-
ises and lead a life of new blessings 
and transformation.

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.

What’s your story?

When Jesus was asked to give the 
greatest commandment of all time, 
He proclaimed that it is to love God 
with all of your heart, soul and mind. 
In Matthew 22, He follows this com-
mandment by saying, “The second is 
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Two main themes emerge in these 
commandments: total dedication to 
God and service to others.

Complete surrender to God is an 
essential piece to show others His love. 
This surrender is guided through in-
volvement in our communities.

The apostle Paul emphasizes com-
munity when he says, “If therefore there 
is any encouragement in Christ, if there 
is any consolation of love, if there is any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection 
and compassion, make my joy complete 
by being of the same mind, maintaining 
the same love, united in spirit, intent 
on one purpose” (Philippians 4:1-4).

We are able to know God more fully 
through community because there we 
are taught, supported, challenged and 
encouraged by other believers in faith 
and love.

In the second commandment, Jesus 
talks about the importance of loving 
others. Service helps us to humble 

ourselves, use our resources and take 
the love of God out into the world as 
witnesses of our own gospel transfor-
mation. Fortunately, we live in a com-
munity thriving with opportunities to 
get involved and to serve.

The Twin Cities area provides a 
home for more than half of Minnesota’s 
residents. There is a great need here 
for volunteers to aid organizations 
that aim to reduce crime, provide 
better education opportunities and 
administer basic needs.

Due to the economic recession, 
many nonprofit organizations are 
suffering because of the combination 
of less income and greater community 
needs. You can be a part of reducing 
that crisis by contributing your time, 
resources and skills to enrich our 
community. 

Minnesota has more than 30,000 
nonprofi t organizations from which to 
choose, and many of them are based 
in the Twin Cities. You can build a 
house with Urban Homeworks, tutor 
a child through World Vision or cook 
meals for people with life-threatening 
illnesses at Open Arms.

Community events like the Ignite 
Conference, the Christian Community 

Fair and The Story Tour will fi ll you 
with God’s passion and unite you with 
believers in the community.

Many people have stressed the 
importance of using our hands 
and feet to serve God. But why stop 
there? We can use our mouths, 
arms, legs, minds, fi nances and 
so much more to serve Christ and 
be witnesses to others. We are sur-
rounded by people in need who are 
broken and suffering. They need 
the gospel for truth, joy, peace and 
purpose.

This need is especially apparent 
during the holiday season. With 

Thanksgiving and Christmas ap-
proaching, there are plenty of peo-
ple who do not have enough mon-
ey, resources or love in their lives to 
feel excited about the holidays. You 
can change that by making Thanks-
giving meals with the Union Gospel 
Mission or packing a shoe box with 
gifts through Operation Christmas 
Child.

God gives each of us specifi c 
skills that He calls us to use to serve 
His people. What are you good at? 
Budgeting? Listening? Coordinat-
ing? To discover your own gifts and 
calling, ask yourself: What does my 
heart break for? What am I fi ercely 
passionate about? What comes nat-
urally to me? 

The answers to these questions 
can guide you to where you are 
called to serve.

In our culture centered on at-
tainment and consumption, it is 
diffi cult to sift through the scream-
ing voices of selfi shness and listen 
to the quiet whisper of God telling 
us to give of ourselves regardless of 
personal gain. The voice of culture 
says “Get” while God says “Give.” 
Culture tells us to “take” while God 

tells us to “create.” 
Our culture demands perfor-

mance while God honors praise.
Jesus rewards risk for the glory 

of His kingdom. This is shown in 
many biblical examples like Daniel, 
Joshua and Moses. Jesus says that 
the “fi rst” and “greatest” in His eyes 
are the servants of the world (Mark 
9:35; Matthew 23:11). He also said 
it is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive (Acts 20:35). 

We are to follow Jesus’ example 
and, as it says in Mark 10:45, “The 
Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His 
life as a ransom for many.”

So reach out. Travel on a mission 
trip. Donate money. Serve at a local 
organization. Smile at that lonely 
person. Pray for the people who 
frustrate you. Take on something 
that is bigger than your immediate 
needs. Give of yourself. And you 
will be greatly rewarded.

Jessica Doffi ng is a senior at the 
University of St. Thomas, where she 
studies Communication, Journalism 
and Spanish.

Give of yourself—and be greatly rewarded

Jennifer Doffi ng
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Why you should vote ‘Yes’ for marriage
I write to my fellow Christians 

(many who are my family members, 
personal friends and fellow church 
members) to explain why I believe 
you should vote “yes” in support of 
the Marriage Amendment on Nov. 
6.

As we have discussed the amend-
ment, I’ve heard several reasons 
why you might not vote “yes.” Many 
of you have wondered whether sup-
porting the amendment is akin to 
imposing a theocracy in our society. 
Some have asked if we should fi rst 
deal with cohabitation and broken 
marriages within the Church, or 
suggest that Jesus condoned homo-
sexuality because He never talked 
about it during His earthly ministry.

I have interacted with you online, 
in personal conversations and in 
public forums, discussing the ques-
tions you have, and thought a lot 
about these questions. Here is what 
I have learned in the process:

What did Jesus teach us about 
marriage? Does He believe that 
marriage is between a man and a 
woman? The clearest answer we 
have is in Matthew 19, when Jesus 
answers a question from the Phari-
sees about divorce by pointing 
them back to Genesis and God’s 
intent from the beginning of cre-
ation. 

Jesus told them, “The Creator 

(God) made them ‘male and fe-
male’” and explained that since 
the beginning of time God’s plan 
was that marriage would be a life-
long covenant between a man and 
a woman. Sure, Jesus never men-
tioned homosexuality specifi cally, 
but He clearly taught that marriage 
was a man and a woman making a 
life-long commitment.

It’s true that Christian marriages 
have a lot of their own problems. So 
shouldn’t we just focus on marriag-
es within the church rather than try 
to infl uence society? We do need to 
begin to strengthen marriages in 
the church, but we should strength-
en marriage, not redefi ne it. 

Even as we work to confi rm the 
defi nition of marriage in society, 
Christians need to recover our vi-

sion for marriage. We also need to 
do a much better job raising our 
children to understand how God 
made them in His image and that 
sex is not primarily about “no” but 
an incredible gift to be experienced 
the way God designed us for sex.

Marriage is built on love and 
commitment, but it is much more 
than that. Marriage benefi ts chil-
dren by creating a bond between 
parents and their children so that 
ideally children can grow up in a 
stable, loving family with both their 
mother and father. 

We have seen the social cost of 
substituting partial imitations of 
marriage for what healthy mar-
riages can provide in their full-
ness. Ignoring the social benefi ts 
of strong marriages and making it 
simply about love and commitment 

removes the primary social purpose 
for even having marriage laws.

I know that some of you feel 
that voting “yes” for the Marriage 
Amendment seems like imposing 
our religious views on non-Chris-
tians. Should we then not support 
laws against murder because that 
would be imposing one of the Ten 
Commandments upon society? 
Should we not support laws and 
tax systems that aid the poor be-
cause that would be imposing Jesus’ 
teaching to feed the hungry and 
care for the widow? 

Should we not work to end civil 
rights violations because that would 
be imposing a religious teaching 
that we are all created in the image 
of God?

My point is that every law is mor-
al. The choices we make as voters 

are based upon a belief system, and 
it is not wrong to vote according 
to what we believe is God’s best in-
tent for society. Our faith does in-
form how we vote, and we believe 
that marriage between a man and 
a woman is benefi cial for society. 
Those of us who are the benefi cia-
ries of healthy marriages between 
our own loving mothers and fathers 
want that same benefi t for other 
children. Voting “yes” because of 
our faith is simply seeking the best 
for society.

As fellow Christians who believe 
in the goodness and kindness of 
God and who seek the well-being 
of children and shalom for our so-
ciety, I encourage you to vote “yes” 
for marriage. And then continue 
the work to rebuild a culture of 
marriage in our churches. Defi ning 
marriage as between a man and a 
woman on Nov. 6 is only the fi rst 
step. 

We must then begin the genera-
tion-long task of rebuilding a cul-
ture that encourages and sustains 
life-long, healthy marriages in our 
churches and society.

Carl Nelson is president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota, formerly 
the Greater Minnesota Association 
of Evangelicals.
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…(Jesus) clearly taught 
that marriage was a man 
and a woman making a 
life-long commitment.

Cal Thomas

Dealers in hope: Poverty’s superior solution
During the Democratic National 

Convention in Charlotte, colum-
nist Leonard Pitts wrote a story 
for the front page of the Charlotte 
Observer indicting both parties for 
failing to speak up for the poor. 
He inspired this column.

Pitts, though a lefty, is right. If 
the Democrats and Republicans 
aren’t talking about the greater 
goal of helping the poor become 
un-poor (rather than just sending 
them a check to sustain them in 
their poverty), is anyone  doing  
something to help them? At least 
one person is—and within sight 
of the Democratic National Con-
vention.

Jim Noble is a native North Caro-
linian and restaurateur. In the busi-
ness for 30 years, he says his Chris-
tian faith led him and his wife to 
help Charlotte’s growing homeless 
population—which has increased 
signifi cantly. According to the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, in August 
2010, homelessness among families 
increased 21 percent in Charlotte 
from the year before.

Noble owns a for-profi t restau-
rant in downtown Charlotte, but 
the one that is making a difference 
is a non-profi t one called The 

King’s Kitchen. Standing between 
a Hooters and a Morton’s steak 
house, Noble donates profi ts from 
The King’s Kitchen to a ministry 
he and his wife began to help get 
people off the streets and back on 
their feet.

The place has been operational 
only since 2010 and Noble empha-
sizes “it’s not a soup kitchen,” but 
more like a restoration center with 
food. He feeds bodies so he can 
also feed souls. Noble believes that 
if a homeless person, drug addict 
or alcoholic is not changed from 
within and given hope, he or she is 
unlikely to see their circumstances 
improve.

“We are dealers in hope; we give 
people hope,” he says.

The King’s Kitchen may be 
unique among restaurants. It 
earned non-profi t status from the 
IRS because of its focus on job de-
velopment and training. “We give 
them a job and they get paid and 
then we have Bible discipleship 
and church in the restaurant on 
Sundays,” Noble explains. “They 
have to attend and we give them 
leadership classes and teach social 
skills and restaurant skills. They go 
through a one-year program and 
then they can either get out and 
get a job, or stay on with us.”

Noble says to overcome home-
lessness and poverty, those he 
serves must develop a new outlook 
on themselves and on life: “If you 
can change the way a person sees 

himself, you can change his whole 
life. If they can just reconnect with 
the dreams they had when they 
were young, build their faith and 
trust God to get out of the ditch, 
they can transform their lives.”

Jesse Spann is a cook at The 
King’s Kitchen. Spann says he’s 
been homeless, unemployed and 
survived at one time by “digging in 
dumpsters.” Spann is now married 
with children and his wife is a min-
ister. He says he loves going back 
into the streets and ministering 
to the homeless. He can identify.

Noble says there are enough 
churches in Charlotte that if each 
one helped just one poor or home-

less person, the problem would be 
effectively solved.

There are many good works 
performed by church and indepen-
dent groups around the country, 
but The King’s Kitchen shows the 
power of one couple and the vi-
sion they had for caring for what 
Scripture calls “the least of these.”

A footnote: Jim Noble says he is a 
political conservative, but “socially 
liberal” in the sense he believes in 
spreading his own wealth around 
to help the needy.

The difference between his “lib-
eralism” and that of the Democratic 
National Convention meeting a few 
blocks away is that he is liberal with 
the money he makes and he holds 
accountable those on the receiving 
end. There is another difference: 
His program has a far better success 
rate than the government’s, which 
does not and cannot change hu-
man hearts with the transforming 
message Noble not only preaches 
and teaches, but lives.

And the Southern-style cooking 
is excellent.

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc.

If you can change the way 
a person sees himself, you 
can change his whole life.

Jim Noble, restaurant owner
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By Lori Arnold

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Ameri-
cans United for Separation of 
Church and State has sent out 
60,000 letters to clergy warning the 
spiritual leaders not to intervene in 
partisan campaigns.

“People don’t join churches be-
cause they want to be told how to 
vote,” said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, 
executive director of Americans 
United. “Our letter reminds reli-
gious leaders about what the law re-
quires, why it makes sense and how 
it could affect them.”

The letter, announced Sept. 12, 
comes as evangelical leaders across the 
country are gearing up get-out-the-vote 
initiatives and just weeks before na-
tional Pulpit Freedom Sunday in which 
more than 1,000 churches are expected 
to challenge Internal Revenue Service 
regulations that prohibit pastors from 
endorsing candidates during worship 
services.

The Oct. 7 Pulpit Freedom event 
is asking pastors to directly chal-
lenge the IRS guidelines during 
their Sunday services and then 
sending the sermon tapes to the 
federal agency. Many evangelical 
pastors believe the guidelines are 
unconstitutional and are hoping 
to bring a lawsuit if the IRS seeks 
action against a pastor or church. 
The 2,200 lawyers affi liated with 
Alliance Defending Freedom, the 
event sponsor, have pledged to 
provide pro bono representation 
to any pastor or church that fi nds 
its tax-exempt status in jeopardy for 
defying the regulations.

The event has drawn the attention of 
former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
who highlighted it in mid-September 
during his Fox News show. Featured 
on the show was Southern California 
Pastor Jim Garlow, who is also involved 
with the coalition backing Pulpit Free-
dom Sunday. 

“While the Democrats are trying 
to fi gure whether or not they want 
God in their platform, the IRS is 
trying to control what some pastors 
can say about the political issues 
that matter most to their congrega-
tions,” Huckabee said while intro-
ducing the segment.

“It’s a pretty bold thing to say on 
Oct. 7 a bunch of pastors, maybe 
hundreds, maybe thousands across 
the country are going to stand in 
their pulpits and essentially say the 
IRS cannot tell us what we can or 
cannot say.”

Garlow, a student of American 
and church history, explained that 
the IRS regulations, enacted by 
Congress through the 1954 John-
son Amendment, violate the inten-
tions of the founding fathers who 
placed a premium on religious 
freedoms. Then-Sen. Lyndon B. 
Johnson pushed for the regulations 
after several business owners used 

their non-profi t status to campaign 
against the representative.

“The result of it was that they be-
gan to put a muzzle on churches,” 
Garlow told Huckabee. “We lost 
166 years of freedom in the pulpit.”

Pulpit Freedom Sunday, now in 
its fi fth year, began with 33 pastors. 
Last year, 539 pastors participated 
in the pulpit protest.

“This year we will have a 1,000 
or 2,000 pastors on the same day 
intentionally, will exercise their bib-
lical authority and constitutional 
rights and record their sermons 
and mail them to the IRS,” Garlow 
said to a round of applause from 
Huckabee’s studio audience. 

Garlow, pastor of Skyline Wesleyan 
Church in San Diego County, stressed 
that no church has ever lost its tax 
exemption status for endorsing from 
the pulpit, which is why the religious 
leaders are pushing forward with its 
advocacy of no government intrusion 
upon churches.

“The law hangs over us like a Da-
mocles sword, in essence chilling 
pastors, muzzling them, intimidat-
ing pastors,” Garlow told Huckabee. 
“The result is, often times, pastors 
that try to be biblical, speak out on 
issues that are biblical, tearing up 
a baby in the womb, for example, 
or the practice of homosexuality or 
the defi nition of marriage. People 
say ‘Oh, you are too political, you 
are too political.’ No, we are simply 
being biblical, but people don’t rec-
ognize biblical sermons anymore. 
That’s the challenge. That’s why 
pastors are rising up and reclaim-
ing that which is biblical as biblical, 
and being bold in the pulpit.”

But Lynn, the advocate for separa-
tion of church and state, disagreed.

“Most clergy of all faiths know it’s 
inappropriate to use their pulpits to 
stump for political candidates,” he 
said in a statement announcing the 
clergy letters. “But there are very vo-
cal misguided religious and political 
forces that constantly prod religious 
leaders to violate federal tax law. We 
urge clergy to just say no.”

Huckabee reminded his viewers, 
however, that the founding fathers 
were clear of their intention to pro-
tect religious freedom.

“The simple reality that we all 
need to remember is that the very 
fi rst line in the Bill of Rights is that 
Congress shall make no law,” the 
cable talk show host said. “Then it 
goes on to describe what Congress 
can’t do. It never says what church-
es can’t do. It never says what citi-
zens can’t do. It never says what pas-
tors can’t do. It says what Congress 
cannot do, but they seem to be do-
ing it anyway.”

Pastors to challenge 
IRS restrictions with 
Pulpit Freedom Sunday

Fox News talk show host Mike Huckabee, left, interviews La Mesa Pastor Jim 
Garlow about the Oct. 7 Pulpit Freedom Sunday.

For more information, visit www.
speakupmovement.org.
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For complete details and 
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heartsathome.org. 
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By Lori Arnold

WHITTIER — From pledges 
to prayers evangelical Christians 
across the country are preparing 
their heads, hearts and knees for 
the November presidential elec-
tion.

Saying they are dismayed by 
anti-family legislation that wid-
ens homosexual rights, extends 
taxpayer-funded abortions and 
eliminates religious conscience, 
numerous evangelical leaders 
have launched campaigns to en-
courage Christians to seek divine 
guidance before heading to the 
polls.

One effort, 40 Days to Save 
America, declares that the Unit-
ed States is in a “national tribula-
tion” and asks Christians to focus 
on the promises of 2 Chronicles 
7:14. 

“While we are deeply trou-
bled by the direction in which 
our nation is headed this is not 
a political effort, said Dr. Rick 
Scarborough, president of Vi-
sion America. “The political 
problems which beset us are 
symptoms of a deeper spiritual 
malaise. In times of national 
tribulation, our people have of-
ten been urged to humbly turn 
to God in prayer.”

Scarborough and a coalition of 
Christian leaders have teamed up 
for the Save America campaign 
that calls for prayer, fasting and 
action from Sept. 28 to Nov. 6. 
The coalition, including Gen. 
Jerry Boykin, Bishop Harry Jack-
son, James and Shirley Dobson, 
Penny Nance, Tony Perkins, the 
Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, Mat Stav-
er, Ron Luce, Tim Wildmon and 
Bishop E.W. Jackson Sr., is asking 
pastors to prepare sermons or 
special programming to initiate 
and conclude the campaign.

“Our nation was founded on 
a religious vision: the belief that 
America exists to advance God’s 
glory and, consequently, that as 
long as we remain true to that vi-
sion, we will enjoy His blessings 
and protection,” Scarborough 
said. “Our freedoms, which today 
are everywhere imperiled, are 
God-given and can be sustained 
only with his mercy.”

As part of the campaign, 40 
Days to Save America is also host-
ing conference calls and various 
resources including networking, 
ideas and materials.

iPledge Sunday
Earlier in September, another 

coalition launched iPledge Sun-
day: A Call to Faith, Family, and 
Freedom.” It was launched with 
a nationwide simulcast to 2,000 
congregations and is still avail-
able to churches wishing to en-
courage their people to advance 
faith, family and freedom. 

The 90-minute program, co-
hosted by Family Research Coun-
cil and American Family Asso-
ciation, features Tony Perkins, 
Bishop Harry Jackson, Kirk Cam-
eron and Sen. Rick Santorum. 

“Thousands of congrega-
tions and home groups will be 
informed, equipped and chal-
lenged to pray for the upcoming 
election, prepare by registering 
themselves and others to vote and 
participate by voting on Election 
Day,” Perkins said in advance of 
the event.

The emphasis for that cam-
paign is to pray for the election, 
prepare through registering self 
and others and voting on Nov. 6. 
An iVoteValues Voter Toolkit, in-
cluding a DVD, is available online 
as is a pledge form.

America for Jesus
On Sept. 28 and 29, several 

thousand people gathered at 
Independence Hall in Philadel-
phia for a solemn assembly called 
“America for Jesus.” The national 
call to prayer is the latest in a se-
ries of gatherings, which were 
held in 1980, 1981, 1988, 1996, 
2004 and 2007.

The leadership team for 
America for Jesus included Anne 
Gimenez, the national chair-
woman; Cindy Jacobs, Generals 
International; Lou Engle, The 
Call; Harry Jackson, High Im-
pact Leadership; Jane Hansen, 
AGLOW; Samuel Rodriguez, Na-
tional Hispanic Leadership Con-
ference; Jim Garlow, Renewing 
American Leadership and Paul 
Cedar, Mission America Coali-
tion.

“America is in a state of emer-
gency evidenced by the symptoms 
of widespread moral deprav-
ity and economic meltdown” the 
gathering’s website said. “Educa-
tion, government, and man’s wis-
dom cannot solve this problem. 
There is only one remedy that 
truly can ‘heal the Land.”

As a result, the group has se-
lected 2 Kings 2:19-22 as its theme 

Scripture, which organizers said 
fi ts with God’s call for “His peo-
ple to bring ‘the salt,’ which is 
the church, to the head of the wa-
ters where the foundation of our 
American liberty was birthed in 
Philadelphia and to intercede for 
God to heal the land.”

The Summons
Heading into October, The Na-

tional Day of Prayer Taskforce has 
called for The Summons to be 
held on the steps of the U.S. Cap-
itol and the Washington Monu-
ment on Oct. 3 to 7. Billed as a 
Solemn Assembly, participants 
will worship and pray at those two 
public landmarks as well as the 
Pentagon and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Activities will also include 
meetings with congregational 
leaders. The theme for The Sum-
mons is Psalm 50:1-6.

Speakers for the conference were 
to be Dobson and her husband, 
James, Dr. Dick Eastman; U.S. Rep. 
Randy Forbes, R-Va;, U.S. Rep Lou-
ie Gohmert, R-Texas; Bishop Harry 
Jackson; and Tony Perkins of Fam-
ily Research Council.

American Prayer Initiative
Earlier this year, a team of na-

tional women ministry leaders, 
including Vonette Bright, Shirley 
Dobson, Penny Nance and Janet 
Parshall, implemented the Amer-
ican Prayer Initiative, committing 
to pray at least 60 seconds daily 
until the Presidential Election. 
The initiative emerged as part 
of a strategy meeting when the 
women determined culture could 
not be changed unless its people 
were changed. Their website of-
fers strategic prayers designed to 
return America to her founding 
roots and principles.

Presidential Prayer Team
Finally, there is an ongoing 

effort called the “Presidential 
Prayer Team.” The national 
prayer ministry was launched in 
2001, after the terrorist attacks 
on America. Through it millions 
of people pray each day for the 
president, national leaders and 
the military.

Approaching election spawns 
numerous prayer campaigns

With the November election just weeks away, numerous 
evangelical groups are beginning the countdown through a variety 
of initiatives, including the national 40 Days to Save America.

For more information, visit 
www.40daystosaveamerica.com, 
www.ipledgesunday.org, www.
nationaldayofprayer.org and www.
presidentialprayerteam.com. 

Christian examiner staff report

ROCHESTER — Michelle Duggar, 
star of the TLC reality show “19 Kids 
and Counting”; Dr. Juli Slattery, family 
psychologist at Focus on the Family; 
and Marla Cilley, aka “The FlyLady” 
and best-selling author will be speak-
ers at the 2012 Hearts at Home North 
Central Conference.

The Nov 9-10 event will be held at 
the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester 
and will include dozens of workshops, 
including “Encouragement for Over-
worked Working Moms”; “Confessions 
of an Imperfect Mother”; and “Get a 
Grip on Your Finances.” The workshops 
are designed around various topics in 
which moms can fi nd strength, healing 
or support.

The Hearts at Home events, 
which take place across the country, 
focus on marriage, motherhood, 
spiritual growth and family man-
agement.  

Jennifer McLaughlin, director 
of Media Relations and Outreach 
for the conferences, said those in 
attendance will be moved to tears 

TV star Michelle Duggar to 
headline motherhood conference

and laughter.
“Whether working or stay-at-home, 

moms need to know they are not alone 
in the mothering journey, and so many 
of us have gone through the same 
challenges and issues,” she said. “Be-
ing a mom can sometimes be a lonely 
job, but you will learn very quickly at 
a Hearts at Home conference that you 
are completely normal. You’ll fi nd 
yourself laughing and crying with an 
auditorium full of moms you don’t 
know—they won’t know you either—
but with whom you share the common 
bond of motherhood.”

On Friday evening, attendees 
will be able to enjoy a Mom’s Night 
Out, where the group 321 Improv 
will entertain and provide laughter 
and a time to re-energize.

The Hearts at Home conferences 
were founded in 1994, and more than 
10,000 moms attend an event each year.
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Part 1 in a three-part series

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — The Twin Cities 
metropolitan area is home to more 
than 3,400 churches, according to 
the Rev. Dr. John Mayer, executive 
director of City Vision and a lead-
ing church demographer. Of those 
3,400 churches, however, only 
about seven percent—or 244—
can be considered multi-ethnic or 
multi-cultural. 

 That number, nevertheless, is 
growing as the Twin Cites become 
more diverse and as more congre-
gations become intentional about 
making their bodies look more like 
the culture around them.

Hard work
Even though more congrega-

tions are embracing a multi-ethnic 
approach to ministry, the work 
ahead of them is not always easy. 

Carl Nelson, president of Trans-
form Minnesota, a statewide net-
work of evangelicals and evangeli-
cal denominations, said pursuing 
a multi-ethnic ministry approach 
is not necessarily a path to church 
growth.

“Pastors that I have talked to 
would say that being committed to 
being a multi-ethnic church is not 
necessarily a growth strategy to be-
come a large mega-church because 
you’re focused on something else,” 
he said. “In a multi-ethnic church, 
you’re focused on serving and 
building community among people 
who are not necessarily like each 
other.”

Every nation, tribe, people and language

Becoming a more multi-ethnic Church
Yet the shared faith of congre-

gants—regardless of their cultural 
or ethnic background—can over-
come some of the barriers that ini-
tially exist.

“In a multi-ethnic church, you 
have people from different cul-
tural, ethnic, national backgrounds 
brought together, and—outside 
of the church—initially they may 
not necessarily share much of life 
together, a lot of common experi-
ences together,” Nelson continued. 
“But they come [together] in the 
church and around Jesus Christ 
and around their faith.”

While in some congregations a 
multi-ethnic approach might hap-
pen fairly naturally or organically, 
other churches need to be more 
intentional about it in order to fi nd 
success. 

Mayer believes that a common 
characteristic across all multi-eth-
nic congregations is this intention-
ality. 

“I think they have [intentional-
ity] as their value; it’s not by acci-
dent,” he said.

Also, churches need buy-in on 
the part of the senior pastor in or-
der to fi nd success, Nelson believes. 

Moving in the right direction
More churches have embraced 

this desire for diversity as their 
communities have become more 
multi-cultural, especially in the last 
decade or so.

“Most of the multi-ethnic church-
es are fairly new,” Mayer said. “Al-
most 60 percent have been started 
since 2000.”

Also, more than two-thirds of 

them are under 100 people, thus 
they exist as what Mayer calls “hid-
den in plain sight.” Many of these 
congregations are also house 
churches, congregations that are 
small enough to meet in a parish-
ioner’s home or other small facility.

Mark DeYmaz, founding pas-
tor of Mosaic Church in Arkansas 

100 people in attendance at its fi rst 
service; Church of All Nations in 
Columbia Heights with the Rev. Jin 
Kim has been pursuing this vision 
for many years; Bethel Christian 
Fellowship in St. Paul has been on 
this road for more than 20 years; 
Spiritual Life Church has more 
than 1,000 people in attendance; 

and many others are doing impor-
tant work.

Groups, meetings and other 
gatherings have also proven im-
portant for leaders and churches 
interested in becoming more multi-
ethnic.

Transform Minnesota has been 
hosting the Multi-cultural Church 
Leadership Cohort for the last 
seven years. Currently, the group 
has 50 leaders from more than 20 
congregations and will continue to 
meet through the spring of 2013.

“The initial reason that that 
group came together was because 
they were pastors who were in kind 
of pioneer multi-ethnic churches 
that realized that they needed to 
connect with other leaders and talk 
to other pastors and even meet with 
people in other cultural groups to 
learn from them,” Nelson said. “I 
think that’s a real important thing.”

In addition, Nelson noted that the 
Sanctuary Community Development 
Corporation and the Rev. Richard 
Coleman host a network called Bridge 
of Reconciliation, whose purpose it is 
to build relationships and focus on 
reconciliation.

What’s the future look like?
 Mayer is confi dent that the 

movement toward more multi-
ethnic churches is not just a trend 
but something that will continue 
to expand and spread. One of the 
reasons why, he believes, concerns 
how second- and third-generation 
immigrants desire to become more 
involved with their new culture.

“The fi rst generation [immi-
grant] tends to be mono-cultural 
because of language and culture,” 
he said. “The second and third gen-
eration tend to … they don’t want 
to go to mom and dad’s church … 
That’s another reason there’s a rise 
in these multi-cultural churches. 
They speak English, they’re Ameri-
can citizens, their school is multi-
cultural. They don’t want to go [to 
just an immigrant church].”

Nelson, too, is encouraged about 
the future.

“Certainly there will be more 
multi-ethnic churches in the fu-
ture,” he said. “I’m encouraged. 
When I look at some of the move-
ment, some of the relationships 
that are happening, the Cohort 
that I mentioned, the annual con-
ference that we’ve been a part of 
called ‘Coming Together,’ I am en-
couraged by that.” 

 
Next month we will look at specifi c 

churches and organizations that are 
intentional about becoming more multi-
ethnic.

For more information about 
City Vision, visit www.cityvisiontc.
org. For more information about 
Transform Minnesota, visit www.
transformmn.org.

and author of “Building a Healthy 
Multi-ethnic Church,” believes the 
multi-ethnic church movement is 
currently in the “Pioneer Stage.”

In an interview with the Out of 
Ur blog of “Leadership Journal,” 

DeYmaz notes a trend moving to-
ward more diversity within Ameri-
can congregations.

“… I do promote a measurable 
goal of 20 percent diversity in 20 
percent of churches throughout 
the U.S. by 2020, knowing that this 
goal represents a tipping point that 
will largely inform local church 
ministry for the rest of the century.”

In addition, DeYmaz said more 
churches are identifying themselves 
as “multi-ethnic” or “multi-racial” 
or “multi-cultural,” thus supporting 
the idea that additional churches 
are embracing this vision.

Nelson noted that when DeYmaz 
spoke this summer at the organi-
zation’s “Coming Together” con-
ference, which focuses on multi-
cultural ministry, DeYmaz was 
encouraged by where Twin Cities 
churches are in the multi-ethnic 
movement.

Last month, the Christian Com-
munity Development Association 
(CCDA), an organization commit-
ted to working on issues of recon-
ciliation, held their annual confer-
ence in Minneapolis, partially citing 
the area’s commitment to CCDA 
principles and the number of those 
practicing them in the Twin Cities. 

Where is it happening?
Of the 244 churches Mayer 

considers practicing multi-ethnic 
ministry in the Twin Cities, several 
stand out, he believes: New City of 
Nations Church began ministry last 
month and already had more than 
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By Lori Arnold

It was a high-profi le kidnap-
ping never reported to police, but 
thanks to a renewed faith in Jesus 
Christ, Cissie Graham Lynch was 
ransomed nonetheless.

For nearly three years begin-
ning in high school Lynch—grand-
daughter of Billy Graham and 
daughter of Franklin Graham—was 
held captive to an eating disorder 
grounded in an obsession over her 
appearance, diet pills and laxatives.

The disorder emerged in her ju-
nior year when a friend returned 
from summer break with a stun-
ning new body after a signifi cant 
weight loss. 

Lynch, who now lives in South-
ern Calif. with her husband Corey 
who is a safety with the San Diego 
Chargers, said she was mesmerized 
not only by how good her friend 
looked, but also by the responses to 
her friend’s weight loss.

“It turned into something I could 
control,” Lynch said. “It wasn’t just 
about what I looked like. It was about 
I couldn’t control other things in my 
life, but I could control this. It became 
such a deep bondage that Satan had, 
bondage over my heart, and that I 
wasn’t in control anymore—he was. He 
was telling me lies. I wasn’t seeing myself 
through my eyes or the Lord’s eyes. I 
was seeing myself through Satan’s eyes.”

The road to addiction started 
simply with a diet here and a diet 
there. She started weighing herself 
several times a day. That’s when she 
turned to diet aids.

“It might start off so little, but the 
bondage just grows and grows,” she 
said. “It was a burden that I carried 
because it was bondage over my heart, 
which became a sinful nature. It 
became very destructive to my body.”

The control quickly turned to de-
spair as Lynch said she often went 
to bed at night in tears feeling “like 
I failed everyday that I couldn’t 

conquer it.”
“I had pills hidden in my car, in 

my locker, in my purse, in my closet, 
in my backpack and anywhere else I 
thought necessary,” she wrote of her 
addiction in an online testimony. 
“Many days I took up to eight pills.”

She said she was only several 
months into the destructive pattern 
when she realized what she was 
struggling with was much deeper 
than just a diet.

“I don’t know if, at the time when 
you are in it, you label yourself with 
a disorder,” she said. “It’s when you 
look back and you’ve been healed 
that you can examine what you’ve 
been through.

“It was brokenness. I would break 
my own heart. I was allowing Satan 
to defeat me because as a believer 
we believe that Jesus Christ can con-
quer all. I was wondering why am 
I allowing Satan to deceive me? Ev-
ery night I was getting on my knees 
and saying Lord, please allow me to 

Ransom Notes
Graham granddaughter manages online 
community of stories about redemption

Cissie Graham Lynch, daughter of Franklin Graham and granddaughter of 
evangelist Billy Graham, overcame an eating disorder through her faith in Jesus 
Christ. Now she manages an online support community for young people. The 
Ransom website is a project of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

see myself through your eyes and 
not his.”

After several years of prayers and 
desperation, Lynch took some time 
off of college after her freshman 
year and went to work in Thailand 
for her father’s ministry.

“It was really then when I woke 
up every morning thinking, ‘How 
can I serve the Lord where I am 
working today,’” she said. “I wasn’t 
thinking about myself fi rst thing 
in the morning. I wasn’t thinking 
about myself when I was going to 
bed. The Lord really healed my 
heart because I wasn’t being self-
ish anymore of thinking me, me, 
me. He healed me, and now I see 
so many young girls struggling with 
the same thing.

“It’s so deep, and it’s so hard 
to get out of. It’s a vicious cycle. I 
would just encourage others to get 
on their knees daily and give it be-
fore the Lord so that you might see 
yourself through His eyes and not 
Satan’s.”

Skittish of the name
In many ways, Lynch followed 

the footsteps of her famous father, 
who spent his teen-age years rebel-
ling against his father’s ministry by 
drinking beer and riding motorcy-
cles. During those years, joining his 
father in ministry was the furthest 
thing from his mind.

For Lynch, the family name 
didn’t begin to register with her 
personally until middle school. 

“I started noticing kind of the dif-
ference in my life of being a Gra-
ham and what came with it and the 
responsibilities and what people 
expected of me,” she said.

By high school, like her father, 
ministry was not on her radar.

“I didn’t want to be a part of the 
Graham name because of the pres-
sures or what people expected of 
me, but it was later as a freshman in 
college I realized what a gift it was 
to be able to have a grandfather 
who has taught me so much and a 
father who has shown me the world 

Friday, Dec. 7, 7:30pm
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church
9201 Normandale Blvd.
Bloomington, MN 55437
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The Cassidy Brothers (male quartet) & soloist Jack Cassidy
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and what the gospel really means,” 
she said.

“Finally, I had to grow up in this 
world and say this is who I am, and 
I’m proud to be a Graham and look 
at all the good that comes with it. 
What an honor it is that the Lord 
has allowed me to be a part of 
my family and what my father has 
taught me.”

Living her own story
In addition to helping her 

father with Samaritan’s Purse, 
Lynch also serves as a special 
projects producer for the Billy 
Graham Evangelical Association. 
Her current project is manager 
of Ransom, an online community 
targeting young adults who are 
hurting. The site, launched a year 
ago, features testimonies called 
Ransom notes.

Featured on the site is Lynch’s 
testimony, which she wrote down 
for the fi rst time last fall.

“I believe it was an instant free-
dom even though I had been 
healed for years,” Lynch said. “You 
know the Scripture says if we con-
fess our sins among others that we 
might fi nd healing.”

Lynch said she believes the site 
is cathartic and becomes more 
valuable as new people contribute. 
She said, for instance, her story 
many only speak to a small seg-
ment of those visiting. Others who 
have overcome self-mutilation and 
other addictions will be a blessing 
to young adults dealing with those 
issues.

“I don’t want people to be 
ashamed of their stories of where 
Jesus Christ has brought them 
from,” she said. “Many young 
adults … have never even shared 
their story because they might be 
ashamed of it. I look at it like Je-
sus Christ hung on a cross for me 
and for the whole world to see, 
with my shame upon Him on that 
cross, that I’m not going to be 
ashamed to tell my story and how 
he has ransomed me.”

Offering solace
Stories, she said, are a bonding 

agent that can transcend signifi cant 
barriers for those seeking solace.

“I want others to know not be 
ashamed to use their stories for his 
glory; use it to help others to share 
because there is such power in our 
stories,” she said.

“Many people think that to share 
their testimony they have to have 
had some dramatic story to share, 
and that’s not true at all. Every 
story, I believe, is beautiful in its 
own way and defi nitely beautiful in 
the eyes of our loving Savior Jesus 
Christ.”

In addition to the personal sto-
ries, the site features music vid-
eos, articles on social and cultural 
topics, devotionals, spiritual help 
articles, music, movie and fashion 
reviews, short fi lms, interviews and 
user-submitted content.

Lynch is managing the site from 
Southern California where she and 
her husband of nearly fi ve years, Co-
rey Lynch, moved this summer af-
ter the veteran strong safety signed 
with the Chargers in late May. The 
couple is staying with friends while 
searching for a rental. They main-
tain a home in Fort Myers, Fla.

Since people can contribute 
wherever they live, Lynch said she 
hopes Ransom can become a trans-
formative network beyond the com-
puter by giving back to their local 
communities. It begins, she said, by 
conquering the lies of Satan who 
relishes the peddling of self. 

“I think in any disorder, any ad-
diction, comes selfi shness,” she 
said. “You are being selfi sh because 
it’s about you, you, you all the time.

I felt disappointed because I was 
disappointing my Lord and Savior 
and that’s not true at all. That’s 
what so many believers think today 
with our own stories … that’s not 
true and once again Satan is telling 
us lies.

For more information, visit www.
ransom.tv.

Children of Billy Graham
Evangelist Billy Graham and his wife, Ruth Bell Graham, had fi ve children. 

Several of the Graham children rebelled earlier in life, having acknowledged 
issues with drugs, alcohol and divorce—yet all ended up in the ministry.

Virginia “Gigi” Graham Tchividjian (pronounced cha-vi-jin): Oldest child. 
Inspirational speaker and Christian author. 

Anne Graham Lotz: Middle daughter. Founder of international teaching 
ministry AnGeL Ministries, speaker and author.

Ruth “Bunny” Bell Graham: Youngest daughter. Founder and president of 
Ruth Graham & Friends. Leads conferences throughout the U.S. and Canada. 

Franklin Graham: Oldest son. President and CEO of both the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association and the international Christian relief organization 
Samaritan’s Purse.

Nelson “Ned” Edman Graham: Youngest child. President of East Gates 
Ministries International, which distributes Christian literature in China.

Grandchildren of Billy Graham
Graham has 19 grandchildren and, like their parents, there have been tri-

als including teen pregnancy, drug addiction, divorce and eating disorders. 
Still, at least half are serving the Lord through some form of ministry.

William Graham Tullian Tchividjian: Son of Gigi. Senior pastor of Coral 
Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale and visiting professor of theol-
ogy at Reformed Theological Seminary and author. 

Basyle Tchividjian: Son of Gigi. Co-author of “Invitation: Billy Graham and 
the Lives God Touched — Stories of Real People Transformed By God.” For-
mer Assistant State Attorney for Florida’s 7th Judicial Circuit who now teaches 
at Liberty University School of Law.

Aram Tchividjian: Son of Gigi. Co-author of “Invitation: Billy Graham and 
the Lives God Touched — Stories of Real People Transformed By God.”

Jerushah Tchividjian Armfi eld: Daughter of Gigi. Launching a South Caro-
lina church plant with her husband, Chris.

Stephan Tchividjian: Son of Gigi. Assistant pastor at Calvary Church of Fort 
Lauderdale and founder and president of the National Christian Foundation 
of South Florida.

Jonathan Lotz: Son of Anne. Director of Jonathan Lotz Ministries.
Morrow Lotz Reitmeier: Daughter of Anne. Assists mom in her AnGel Min-

istries and other women’s conferences.
Rachel-Ruth Lotz Wright: Daughter of Anne. Assists mom in her AnGel 

Ministries and other women’s conferences.
Will Graham: Son of Franklin. Assistant director of the Billy Graham Train-

ing Center at The Cove and associate evangelist of the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association.

Roy Graham: Son of Franklin. Assistant director of facilities for Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association and board of directors for Samaritan’s Purse.

Cissie Graham Lynch: Daughter of Franklin. Special projects producer for 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s Purse.
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

Christian Recovery Counseling is a 501(c)3 nonprofi t organization whose primary mission is to help men, women 
and children fi nd hope, healing and freedom from the life experience of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.

Join CRC for our 19th annual Evening of Hope 
Celebration and Fundraising Dinner!

Register on-line at
www.christianrecoverycenter.org

For info: 763-566-0088 x110

Journey Experience series, Church 
Without Walls. Sundays 5pm, Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley 
Rd., Golden Valley, free • (763) 231-2978

Church out of the Box. 6pm, Abundant 
Grace, 1055 109th Ave., Blaine • (612) 
839-2064

“Revealing the Fingerprints of God!” Youth 
Event with Dr. Don Bierle. 8-9:30pm, West-
wood Community Church, 3121 Westwood 
Dr., Excelsior, free • (952) 224-7354

Tenth Avenue North, with Audrey Assad 
& Rend Collective Experiment. Church 
of the Open Door, 9060 Zanzibar Lane 
N, Maple Grove • echoministries.org, 
(612) 253-5151

OCT 10 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighter’s Small Group Leaders Train-
ing, 11:45am-1pm • 1-800-507-9516, 
lamplightersusa.org

Growing Faith Discipleship Class, 3-week. 
Wednesdays 7-8:15pm, FaithSearch Inter-
national, 12701 Whitewater Dr., Ste. 150, 
Minnetonka, $8 • (952) 401-4501

OCT 11 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Church 
Facility Expo,” with Pastor Ed Brady. 
8am-2:30pm, Grace Church, 9301 
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $15 • 
macfm.org

OCT 11-12 • THU-FRI
The Spiritual Dimension of Healthcare 
Conference. Bethel University, St. 
Paul • bethel.edu/events/healthcare-
conference

OCT 12 • FRIDAY
Philippine-Asian Mission, Inc. An-
nual Potluck Dinner, with Mike Thorud. 
6:30pm, Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
8443 2nd Ave. S, Bloomington, free • 
(952) 975-3632

Organist Christopher Houlihan, in con-
cert. 7:30pm, Bethel University, Benson 
Great Hall, St. Paul, free • bethel.edu/
events/arts 

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Ignite Conference, with Matt Brown, 
Shane & Shane, Tru Serva and more. 
Fri 7-9pm & Sat 8:30am-9pm, North 
Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills 
Campus, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden Hills, 
$45 • (612) 217-4108

OCT 13 • SATURDAY
Family Concert, Featuring Folksongs, 
Spirituals...and the real story behind 
those three blind mice. 11am, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 16515 Luther Way, 
Eden Prairie, free • choruspolaris.org

Dinner & Concert with the Songmasters. 
5:30-8pm, Cedar Valley Church Atrium, 
8600 Bloomington Ave. S, Bloomington, 
$15 • (952) 854-1100

Christian Songwriters Open Stage. 7pm, 
Dreamcoat Coffee, 6060 50th St. N, 
Oakdale, free • (951) 779-7746

OCT 14 • SUNDAY
Christian Songwriters Meeting. 2pm, 
Christ Lutheran Church, 105 W University 
Ave., St. Paul, free

Family Concert, Featuring Folksongs, 
Spirituals...and the real story behind 
those three blind mice. 4pm, First Lu-
theran Church, 1555 40th Ave. NE, Co-
lumbia Height, free • choruspolaris.org

Oktoberfest. 5-9pm, King of Grace Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, 6000 Duluth 
St., Golden Valley, $5-10 • kog-els.org

OCT 15 • MONDAY
MCCL Fall Tour. 7pm, Central Square 
Community Center, 100 Seventh Ave. 
N, S St. Paul, free • (612) 825-6831

TCCSA, Dave & Mary Jo Nutting of Alpha 
Omega Institute. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, Nazareth Hall Chapel, 3003 N 
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

OCT 16 • TUESDAY
  MCCL Fall Tour. 7pm, MCCL Offi ces, 
4249 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis, free • 
(612) 825-6831

MOCHA (Mothers of Children with Hin-
dered Abilities) meeting. 7-8:30pm, Way-
zata Evangelical Free Church, 705 County 
Rd 101, Plymouth • (763) 550-1962

THRU OCT 15
Life-sized replica of an Old Testament 
Tabernacle, on display. Teens for Christ 
Ministry Center, Hudson, WI • (715) 
386-2549, teens4christ.com

THRU OCT 18 
“Around the World in 80 Days.” Thu-
Sat 7:45pm, Sat-Sun 2pm, The Open 
Window Theatre, 1314 Chestnut Ave., 
#102, Minneapolis , $12-26 • openwin-
dowtheatre.org

THRU OCT 31
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Testimony.” Mon-
Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The Oakridge 
Gallery, Oakridge Community Church, 
610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 
439-4882, agapearts.net

OCT 4-NOV 8 • THURSDAYS
Navigating Divorce Fall Series. Thursdays 
6pm, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 

Christian Life Center, 13901 Fairview 
Dr., Burnsville • (952) 898-9320

OCT 5 • FRIDAY
39th Annual Banquet & Silent Auction 
for New Life Family Services, with Abby 
Johnson. 6pm, Hyatt Regency Minneapo-
lis, 1300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis • 
(612) 866-7643 x141, nlfs.org

“October Baby,” Movie Night & Fellowship 
Discussion. 7pm, Plymouth Covenant 
Church, 4300 Vicksburg Lane N, Plym-
outh, free • (763) 494-3480

OCT 5-6 • FRI-SAT
Understanding the Times 2012 Confer-
ence, with Bill Koenig, Dr. Erwin W. 
Lutzer, Dr. Mark Hitchcock & more. Fri 
7-9:30pm & Sat 9am-4pm, Grace Church, 
Eden Prairie, free • (763) 559-4444, 
olivetreeviews.org

Buddy Greene, in concert. 7pm, Galilee 
Baptist Church, 10101 Lexington Ave. 
N, Circle Pines, $15 • (763) 784-1760

The Dream Intensive Workshop, with Leary 
Gates. Fri 6-10pm & Sat 8am-5pm, Minne-
apolis Airport Holiday Inn, 2700 Pilot Knob 
Rd., Eagan , $199. Hosted by BoldPath Life 
Strategies • (612) 202-1271

OCT 5-7 • FRI-SUN
“The Mob, Love & Hope,” with former mob 
boss Michael Franzese. Trinity Evangeli-
cal Free Church, 10658 210th St. W, 
Lakeville • (952) 435-5548, trinityefc.net

OCT 6 • SATURDAY
Refi ned Women, with Dr. Roberta Mor-
rison. 9am, Sheraton West Hotel, 12201 
Ridgedale Dr., Minnetonka • (612) 963-
0088, refi nedwomen.org

FaithSearch Origins: Making Sense of 
Creation & Evolution, with Dr. Don Bierle 
. 9am-12pm, Wooddale Church, 6630 
Shady Oak Rd., Eden Prairie, $15 • 
(952) 944-6300

OCT 7 • SUNDAY
St. Casimir Fall Festival & Polka Mass. 
11am-3:30pm, St. Casimir Church, 
930 E Geranium Ave., St. Paul • (651) 
774-0365

OCT 18 • THURSDAY
ReDiscover 2012, with Jim Cymbala & 
Daniel Henderson. 8:30am-3:30pm, 
Bloomington Jefferson High School, 
4001 W 102nd St., Bloomington, $35 
• 64fellowshipconferences.com

The Christian Recovery Conference, 
with Saul Selby, Dr. Steve Lutz, Dr. Hal 
Baumchen & more. Trask Worship Center, 
North Central University, Minneapolis • 
christianrecoveryconference.com

OCT 19 • FRIDAY
“Infl uence the Generations” CASA North 
Central Regional Conference, with Ward 
Tanneberg. 9am-4pm, Rockpoint Church, 
5825 Kelvin Ave. N, Lake Elmo, $25 • 
(651) 770-3172 x205

1st Annual Celebrate Singles Event, 30+. 
5:30pm, Emmanuel Christian Center, 7777 
University Ave. NE, Spring Lake Park, $15-
20 • emmanuelcc.org/singleadults

Answers in Genesis Conference, with 
Dr. Terry Mortenson. 6-9pm, South Sub-
urban Evangelical Free Church, 12600 
Johnny Cake Ridge Rd., Apply Valley, free 
• (952) 431-5466, ssefc.org

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship, 
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

OCT 19-20 • FRI-SAT
Women of Faith, Celebrate What Matters. 
Fri 7-10pm & Sat 9am-5pm, Xcel Energy 
Center, St. Paul, $89-109 • womenof-
faith.com, 1-888-49-FAITH

Pastoral Leadership Conference, “The 
Congregation and Public Witness: Pro-
phetic Responses to American Salvation” 
with Rev. Jin Kim, Doran Schrantz & more. 
Church of All Nations, Minneapolis • 
newchurchrising.org

OCT 21 • SUNDAY
Pat Jenson & guests, “Places in the 
Heart,” benefi t concert.  4:30pm, 1060 
Jalger Ave., Buffalo, $12-30 • (763) 
477-4764

OCT 21-22 • SUN-MON
Prophecy Conference, with Dr. Walter 
Kaiser. First Evangelical Free Church, 
2696 Hazelwood St., Maplewood, free 
• (612) 270-7867

OCT 24 • WEDNESDAY
Sidewalk Counseling training Seminar, 
with Debra Braun. 8-9:30pm, John R. 
Roach Center Auditorium, University of 
St. Thomas, 2115 Summit Ave., St. Paul, 
free • (651) 771-1500

OCT 25 • THURSDAY
The Christian Businessmen’s Connec-
tion, “Ethical Foundations in Career.” 
9:30am, DoubleTree, St. Louis Park • 
northland.cbmc.com

OCT 25-27 • THU-SAT
Communicators for Christ 2012 Tour. Thu 
& Fri 3:45-9pm; Sat 8:45am-3:30pm, 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, North Cam-
pus, 5151 Program Ave., Mounds View, 
$150/3-day or $25/ 1-day conference. 
Hosted by Institute for Cultural Com-
municators • iccinc.org

OCT 26 • FRIDAY
Calvary’s Costume Carnival. 6-8pm, 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley, $5-15 • (763) 
231-2969

Night of Worship, with Christy Nockels. 
7pm, Emmanuel Christian Center, 7777 
University Ave., Minneapolis, free • 
praisefm.org

OCT 26-27 • FRI-SAT
Vocal Artistry Workshop, with Tim Carson. 
Fri 6-9:30pm & Sat 9am-12:30pm, Park 
Ave UMC, 3400 Park Ave., Minneapolis, 
$79+ • (612) 825-6963, vocalartistry.
com

The Dream Intensive Workshop, with 
Leary Gates. Fri 6-10pm & Sat 8am-5pm, 
Verizon Wireless Center, Civic Center 
Plaza, Mankato, $199. Hosted by Bold-
Path Life Strategies • (612) 202-1271

OCT 26-28 • FRI-SUN
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat weekend, for 
those suffering emotionally from past 
abortion decisions. $150 • (651) 206-
8926, rvineyard@nationalrd.com

OCT 4-NOV 8 • THUR (cont.)

OCT 5-6 • FRI-SAT (cont.) OCT 7 • SUNDAY (cont.)
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November 10th, 8pm
Calvary Community Church

1200 Roosevelt Rd., St. Cloud

Info: Darrell Armbrust 320.333.5785

$10 at the door
A benefi t concert for

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

OCT 27 • SATURDAY
Workshop for Church library volunteers. 
8:30am-2pm, Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church, 5005 NW Blvd., Plymouth, $20 
• (763) 427-2488

“Developing Compassionate Visitation 
Skills & Equipping Volunteers in Visita-
tion Ministry” Nurse Workshop. 8:45am-
12:30pm, EFCA National headquarters, 
Bloomington • (952) 259-4461

Pig Roast. Messiah Lutheran, 2848 
County Rd. H2, Mounds View, $5-11 • 
RSVP Required (763) 205-5005

OCT 28 • SUNDAY
Banyan Community Annual Dinner. 
6-8pm, The Church of St. Edward, 9401 
Nesbitt Ave. S, Bloomington • (612) 
865-6527

NOV 1 • THURSDAY
And Annual Banquet & Benefi t for Crisis 
Pregnancy Center of Northfi eld. 7-9pm,  
St. Olaf College, Buntrock Commons 
Building • (507) 645-7638

NOV 1-3 • THU-SAT
2012 Hebraic Roots Conference, with 
Clyde Billington, Keith Johnson & more. 
St. Michael’s Lutheran, Bloomington. 
Sponsored by Good News for Israel • 
(952) 926-7369, gnfi .org

NOV 2 • FRIDAY
“Prayer & Vision: Advancing the Kingdom 
of God,” Leadership Seminar, with Brad 
Long. 9am-2:30pm,   Eden Presbyterian 
Church, 9145 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden 
Prairie, $39-49 • (952) 942-9016

NOV 2-3 • FRI-SAT
Prayer Ventures Fall Conference, with 
Brad Long & Mary Ellen Conners. Fri 
7-9pm & Sat 9am-4:30pm, Eden Pres-
byterian Church, 9145 Eden Prairie Rd., 
Eden Prairie, $39-49 • (952) 942-9016

“The Art of Marriage.” Fri 7-9:30pm & 
Sat 9:30am-4pm, Grace Church, 9301 
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $32.50-
65. Presented by FamilyLife • atgrace.
com, (952) 856-7390

NOV 3 • SATURDAY
Northern Lights Chorale, in concert. 
7:30pm, Bethel University, Benson 
Great Hall, St. Paul, free • bethel.edu/
events/arts 

NOV 4 • SUNDAY
An Evening with the Gaither Vocal Band. 
3pm, Mayo Civic Center Auditorium, 
Rochester • premierproductions.com

FaithSearch Origins: Making Sense of 
Creation & Evolution, with Dr. Don Bi-
erle. 1-3:30pm, Grace Evangelical Free 
Church, 755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley, $6 
• (763) 784-7199

Robin’s Nest Children’s Home Annual 
Praise & Dessert Banquet. 6:30-8pm, 
Woodbury Lutheran Church, 7380 Afton 
Rd., Woodbury, free • (952) 836-9478

North Metro Area Grief Education & Sup-
port, 6-week series begins. 7pm, Andover 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 15036 
Round Lake Blvd. • (763) 413-2985

NOV 6 • TUESDAY
Growing Faith Discipleship Class, 3-week. 
Tuesdays 7-8:15pm, FaithSearch Interna-
tional, 12701 Whitewater Dr., Ste. 150, 
Minnetonka, $6 • (952) 401-4501

NOV 7 • WEDNESDAY
Luke Live!, with Fr. DeLuzio. 7-8:30pm, St. 
Lawrence & Newman Center, 1203 5th St. 
SE, Minneapolis • (612) 331-7941 

NOV 8-11 • THU-SUN
‘Seussical.’ Thu-Sat 7:30pm & Sun 3pm, 
North Central University, Minneapolis • 
(612) 343-4132, northcentral.edu

NOV 9  • FRIDAY
19th Annual Evening of Hope, “Let Your 
Light Shine.” 5:30-8:30pm, DoubleTree 
Hotel, St. Louis Park. Hosted by Christian 
Recovery Counseling • (763) 566-0088 
x110, christianrecoverycenter.org

NOV 9-10 • FRI-SAT
The 2012 Hearts at Home North Central 
Conference, with Michelle Duggar, Dr. 

Juli Slattery & Marla Cilley. Mayo Civic 
Center, Rochester • heartsathome.org

The Dream Intensive Workshop, with 
Leary Gates. Fri 6-10pm & Sat 8am-5pm, 
Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch, 7291 
County 6 Rd. SW, Stewartville, $199. 
Hosted by BoldPath Life Strategies • 
(612) 202-1271

NOV 10 • SATURDAY
Family Fest Marriage Booster Retreat. 
9:15am-4:45pm, The Marsh, 15000 
Minnetonka Blvd., Minnetonka, $135/
couple • (952) 881-0939, familyfest-
ministries.org

Breaking Free 3rd Annual Benefi t Break-
fast. 10am, The Crowne Plaza Riverfront, 
St. Paul • events@breakingfree.net

7th annual Christian Community Fair, 
10am-7pm, Minneapolis Convention 
Center. More than 200 exhibitors, pet-
ting zoo, infl atables, concerts, and more. 
Free • christianfair.com

Clean Comedy Night, with DonB! & Slap 
Happy. 4pm, 5300 Francis Ave., Edina, 
$10-20. Presented by 980am KKMS & 
Calvin Christian School • (708) 703-1138

An Evening with Sara Groves & Bebo 
Norman, with Jenny & Tyler. Calvary 
White Bear, 4604 Greenhaven Dr., White 
Bear Twp • echoministries.org, (612) 
253-5151

Prophetic Healing & Deliverance Service, 
with Pastor Mohan Peters & Pastor Mat-
tie Austin. 6pm, Mounds View Community 
Center, 5394 Edgewood Dr., Mounds View, 
free. Sponsored by Dwelling Place of God 
End Time Church • (763) 458-5163

The Difference Between All Religions, 
with Reuben David. 6-8pm, Alliance 
Church of the Valley, 1259 State Rd. 35, 
St. Croix Falls, WI, free. Hosted by Faith-
Search International • (715) 483-1100

John Schlitt, of Petra, Concert, Open Door 
Ministries 10th Anniversary. 8pm, Cal-
vary community Church, 1200 Roosevelt 
Rd., St. Cloud, $10 • (320) 333-5785

NOV 10-11 • SAT-SUN
The 20th Annual Alternative Christmas 
Market. 9am-3pm, Christ Memorial 
Lutheran Church, Plymouth • (763) 544-
3632, (763) 476-6654

NOV 14 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighter’s Small Group Leaders Train-
ing, 11:45am-1pm • 1-800-507-9516, 
lamplightersusa.org

NOV 15 • THURSDAY
Greater St. Paul Prayer Breakfast, with 
Daniel Taylor. 7-8:30am, DoubleTree Hilton, 
411 Minnesota St., St. Paul, $20 • (651) 
226-4289, stpaulprayerbreakfast.com

MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Heating 
Systems/Batteries.” Constance Free 
Church, 26150 Crossroad Blvd., NW, 
Andover • macfm.org

Grater Saint Paul Prayer Breakfast. 
7-8:30am, Doubletree by Hilton, 411 
Minnesota St., St. Paul • stpaulprayer-
breakfast.com

NOV 15-18• THU-SUN
‘Seussical.’ Thu-Sat 7:30pm & Sun 3pm, 
North Central University, Minneapolis • 
(612) 343-4132, northcentral.edu

NOV 16 • FRIDAY
Unashamed Tour 2012, “Come Alive,” 
with KB, Tedashii, Lecrae & more. 7pm, 
Epic Event Center, Minneapolis, $18-25. 
Presented by Grand Canyon University • 
(612) 817-5819

“Walk On” Concert with Phil & Pam Mor-
gan. 7pm, First Evangelical Free Church, 
2696 N Hazelwood St., St. Paul, free-will 
offering • (651) 226-4289

NOV 18 • SUNDAY
FaithSearch Discovery, with Dr. Don Bierle. 
4-8pm, Friendship Church, 12800 Marys-
town Rd., Shakopee, $15. Hosted by Faith-
Search International • (952) 446-9090

NOV 19-20 • MON-TUE
“Biologos & the Truth About Genetics” 
& “What is the Shelf Life of a Dinosaur 

Bone?” with Dr. Kevin Anderson. 7:30pm, 
Northwestern College,Roseville • tccsa.tc

NOV 20 • TUESDAY
MOCHA (Mothers of Children with Hin-
dered Abilities) meeting. 7-8:30pm, Way-
zata Evangelical Free Church, 705 County 
Rd 101, Plymouth • (763) 550-1962

NOV 20-JAN 6
Triple Espresso. The Music Box Theatre, 
1407 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis • (612) 
874-1100, tripleespresso.com

NOV 27-28 • THU-FRI
Prophesy Mini Conference, with Pastor 
Jamey VanGelder & Rev. Elaine Bonn • 
healingcenterintl.org

DEC 1-30 
The Lundstrom’s Country Christmas Cel-
ebration. Sat 12pm, 3:30pm & 7:30pm; 
Sun 3pm & 6:30pm, Celebration Church, 
16655 Kenyon Ave., Lakeville, $18-25 
• 1-877-444-2922

DEC 7 • FRIDAY
Pianist Mary Beth Carlson Christmas 
Concert, “The Star of Christmas…a gift of 
love & light,” with The Cassidy Brothers, 
Jack Cassidy, The Trones Family & more. 
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church,  
Bloomington, $8-15 • (952) 934-2319, 
marybethcarlson.com

FEB 10-20 
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An En-
core Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952) 
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the 
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig 
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie 
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778, 
christiancruises.com

FEB 28-MAR 30
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land, 
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903, 
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

NOV 9-10 • FRI-SAT (cont.) NOV 19-20 • MON-TUE (cont.)
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 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens 
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug 
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information 
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our 
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and 
develop mentoring relationships with residents in our residential program. A 
good driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both 
Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women's Programs. FT & PT openings in 
the Long Term Men's Program.

Treatment Director 
Experienced individual needed for Rule 31 licensed alcohol & drug treatment 
program. This program provides residential & outpatient substance abuse 
treatment services to adults & adolescents. LADC & bachelor's degree; gradu-
ate degree strongly preferred. Dual licensure to include mental health qualifica-
tions such as LPPC or LMFT preferred. Familiarity with: Electronic charting & 
billing software, Motivational Interviewing, CBT, 12 Steps & Strengths Based 
Practices desired. FT, salaried position

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Architect’s 96-page sketchbook737 Dwight Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94710.

 AUTOMOBILE
Factory Fords. Car-Truck buying. Why pay more? 
Kenray (651) 554-7074.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      International Company expanding and is seek-
ing leaders for local marketing teams. On Going 
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training. 
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

Christian values income opportunity. High Tech 
Manufacturer offers unique opportunity for Christian 
families home based business. Call 1-800-667-
9851 for recorded message and information, 
or leave contact info at www.ecobusiness.com/
vicvee/Christian.

Looking for Christian business partners and cus-
tomers, great service package. Partners will be 
independent business owners in a dynamic growing 
company. Call Bev (763) 205-5542, JMGnetworth.
com/Beverly

CAREGIVER
Mature certifi ed home health aide. Experienced 
referral include pastors and former employer. 
Prefer live-in. St. Louis Park area. Near Church. 
(952) 929-4342.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Beautiful one bedroom condo, fully furnished, Twin 
Lakes. Free heat, underground parking, sauna, 
Jacuzzi, exercise room available. Fill May 31. $695 
month. (763) 232-0288.

MINISTRIES
  Searching for those in our community who are 
committed to Christ fi rst and God’s kingdom over 
all else. (Matt.6:33) I would love to hear from you. 
Please, email me: inhome_mail@yahoo.com.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                  We are looking for a 3rd Christian female roommate 
to rent a sizeable bedroom in Golden Valley. Rent is 
$460 with utilities.  Garaged parking is an option. 
Room available immediately. Call (612) 801-0527.

S    avage, room for rent. Single Christian female, 
$500 includes basic utilities. Call Pamela (952) 
239-2746.

Mature female; Minneapolis Victory area; bus line; 
Kitchen privileges; no smoking, drinking, drugs 
or pets; $300 + 1/3 utilities; Available Oct. 1st. 
(612) 287-9309.

O  ct 1 or Nov 1. Christian male to share house. 
Use of your own bathroom. Use of kitchen facilities. 
No drinking; no drugs or pets. $450, plus deposit. 
All utilities included. Please call Kurt t (612) 961-
0089, kurtsphotos@aol.com. Garage available, 
south Minneapolis. 

Female Christian roommate to share rambler 
style home in Crystal. $400 a month, includes 
utilities. ($200 damage deposit). Call Jolene 
(763) 537-4499.

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

B    arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Interior/Exterior painting: Quality job at a rea-
sonable price. Ten years experience. Mark, (763) 
744-8331.

Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year 
experience. AL (651) 408-2480.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Metro Hope Ministries 
hires new executive 
director

MIINEAPOLIS — The Board of 
Trustees of Metro Hope Ministries 
recently announced that Roger 
Arnold will become the organiza-
tion’s new executive director. Met-
ro Hope is a recovery ministry that 
bases its work on Jesus Christ.

 In a letter attached to the email 
announcement of the hiring, Ar-
nold wrote: “I am inspired by the 
staff’s dedication, the resident’s 
resiliency, our graduate’s love for 
the ministry and the volunteer and 
donor’s faithfulness. Please pray for 
me that I will be a servant leader 
who never takes my eyes off of Je-
sus and His ministry. Please stand 
with us in prayer that we all remain 
equipped with the armor to ward 
off Satan’s opposition as we togeth-
er move forward with the Lord’s vi-
sion for Metro Hope.”

For more information about 
Metro Hope Ministries, visit www.
metrohope.org. 

Conference to 
focus on recovery

MINNEAPOLIS — Several re-
covery ministries are sponsoring 
The Christian Recovery Confer-
ence Thursday, Oct. 18 at the Trask 
Worship Center on the campus of 
North Central University. Ministries 
involved in the event include Bach-
mann and Associates, Minnesota 
Teen Challenge, Northland Coun-
seling Services and several others.

Topic sessions include those on 
intervention skills, overcoming 
anxiety and depression, and mari-
tal issues. Speakers include Saul 
Selby, Dr. Jon Colombo, Dr. Kari 
Nelson, Dr. Steve Lutz and Dr. Hal 
Baumchen.

For more information including 
registration, visit www.christianre-
coveryconference.com.

Expo planned for 
church facility workers

EDEN PRAIRIE — The Fourth An-
nual Church Facility Expo will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Grace Church in Eden Prairie. 
This year’s keynote speaker is the Rev. 
Ed Brady, host of “Country Gospel” on 
BOB 106.1 FM.

Session topics include hiring and 
training of employees and volun-
teers; facility security; competency 
and passion; and spiritual empow-
erment.

Registration is $15 and begins at 
8:00 a.m.

For additional information, visit 
www.macfm.org. 

Pastor’s conference to 
feature Jim Cymbala

BLOOMINGTON — The one-
day Rediscover 2012 conference 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 18 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Jef-
ferson High School in Blooming-
ton. The event is designed for pas-
tors, spouses and ministry leaders 
and aims to “encourage and awak-
en your leadership soul.”

The Rev. Jim Cymbala of The 
Brooklyn Tabernacle Church and 
the Rev. Daniel Henderson, presi-
dent and founder of Strategic Re-
newal and former senior pastor of 
Grace Church in Eden Prairie, will 
lead the conference.

Rediscover 2012 is sponsored by 
Prayer First, Hillside Church, One-
Cry Minnesota, Transform Minne-
sota, Pulse and other ministries.

The cost for the event is $35.
For additional information and 

to register, visit www.64fellowship 
conferences.com.

ForEver Friends 
Fellowship releases fall 
schedule

EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie is host to 
ForEver Friends Fellowship, a pro-
gram of praise and worship of JRG 
Ministries, Inc.—a ministry that 
meets the spiritual needs of those 
with disabilities. The fall session be-
gan Sept. 27 and will conclude Nov. 
15 with a Thanksgiving Celebration 
and Dinner with pianist Mary Beth 
Carlson. 

The next session is Thursday, 
Oct. 11 at 7:00 p.m. and will feature 
the GloryLand Gospel Band. The 
schedule includes numerous other 
musical guests and artists, includ-
ing The Splatter Sisters, Kevin Hall 
and Halls of Magic, and The David 
Allen Show. 

For more information on these 
events, call (763) 420-4774 or visit 
www.jrgministries.org.      

Triple Espresso 
returns next month

MINNEAPOLIS — The popu-
lar Triple Espresso comedy show 
returns next month for shows run-
ning through early next year. It also 
returns to its original location: the 
Music Box Theatre at 1407 Nicollet 
Avenue in Minneapolis.

Tickets for those 17 and under 
are half price.

To purchase tickets or for more 
information, call the Box Offi ce at 
(612) 874-1100. For groups of 12 or 
more, call (612) 874-9000. 

Single parent group to 
host speaker

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, Oct. 
19 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Minnetonka. This 
month’s event will include a pot-
luck and a talk by Todd Mulliken 
on “How Your Personality Affects 
Relationships.” 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Community group to 
hold annual dinner

MINNEAPOLIS — The Banyan 
Community will host its annual 
Community Dinner on Sunday, 
Oct. 28 at 6:00 p.m. at The Church 
of St. Edward in Bloomington. Ac-
cording to an announcement from 
the group, it’s “rooted in the Phil-
lips neighborhood to transform 
lives by developing youth, strength-
ening families and creating com-
munity.”

The free event will include din-
ner and “messages of hope” from 
community members.

To RSVP, email lori@banyancom-
munity.org or call (612) 865-6527.  

University to host 
health care conference

SAINT PAUL — Bethel Univer-
sity will host “The Spiritual Dimen-
sion of Healthcare” conference on 
Oct. 11 – 12. The event is designed 
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Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have 
partnered with outstanding teachers to 
provide excellent,  God-honoring education 
at Calvin Christian. Explore the Calvin 
Christian difference for your children.

Serving the Twin Cities
■ Edina K-8 campus
 4015 Inglewood Ave. S

■  Blaine K-8 campus
 8966 Pierce St. NE

■  Calvin Christian High School
 755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley

Call today for more information and 
to schedule a visit!

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Minnesota Leafless Gutters

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

for doctors, nurses, social workers, 
chaplains and church leaders.

Harold Koenig, M.D., will give 
the plenary address on Thursday 
evening titled “Religion, Spiritual-
ity and Health: Research, Clinical 
Application and Communities Im-
plications.”

The Oct. 11 plenary session is 
free; the following day’s program is 
$49 if attendees pre-register.

For additional information 
on the conference and registra-
tion, visit www.bethel.edu/events/
healthcare-conference.  

King of Grace Lutheran 
to host Oktoberfest

GOLDEN VALLEY — King of 
Grace Lutheran Church in Golden 
Valley will host Oktoberfest on Sun-
day, Oct. 14 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. The event will serve as a fund-
raiser for the 2013 LYA trip.

Food will be for sale, and door 
prizes will be offered.

Pre-sale tickets are $8 for adults 
and $5 for youth; tickets will be $10 
at the door.

For more information, visit www.
kog-els.org.

Alternative Christmas 
Gift Market to be held

PLYMOUTH — The 20th an-
nual Alternative Christmas Gift 
Market will be held Nov. 10 – 11 at 
Christ Memorial Lutheran Church 
(CMLC) in Plymouth. Doors open 
at 9:00 a.m. and close at 3:00 p.m. 
both days. 

The Alternative Christmas Gift 
Market idea is a product of Al-
ternative Gifts International and 
provides a variety of gift ideas that 
support “global humanitarian and 
environmental causes.”

“The Alternative Gift Market will 
offer a wide selection of meaning-
ful, life-giving gifts that can change 
the world,” said Market Coordina-
tor Kathy Weber, via a news release. 
“Shoppers can provide training of 
healthcare workers for treatment 
of childhood cancer in Tanzania or 
supply clean water for rural com-
munities in Bolivia,” she said.

Visitors will also be able to pur-
chase hand-crafted items from 
around the world.

For more information on this 
free event, call (763) 544-3632 or 
(763) 476-6654. 

Conference to focus 
on motherhood

ROCHESTER — The 2012 
Hearts at Home North Central 
Conference will be held Nov. 9 
– 10 at the Mayo Civic Center in 
Rochester. Speakers at this year’s 
event include Michelle Duggar, 
star of the TLC reality show “19 
Kids and Counting”; Dr. Juli Slat-
tery, family psychologist at Focus 
on the Family; and Marla Cilley, 
aka “The FlyLady” and best-selling 
author.

More than two dozen workshops 
will be offered, including “Encour-
agement for Overworked Working 
Moms”; “Confessions of an Imper-
fect Mother”; and “Get a Grip on 
Your Finances.”

For additional information on 
the event, visit www.heartsathome.
org. 

Outpost Ministries to 
sponsor healing classes

ROBBINSDALE — Outpost 
Ministries will sponsor the “Liv-
ing Waters” class on Thursday 
evenings from Oct. 4 – April 25, 
2013. The class is designed to 
help participants fi nd strength 
and healing. 

The mission of Outpost Minis-
tries, according to its website, is to 
“meet the needs of men and wom-
en making the decision to break 
away from gay life. We strive to deal 
with individuals as whole persons, 
not merely sexual beings. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and sup-
port to individuals, families and the 
Church.”

The “Living Waters” class re-
quires an application and interview.

For additional information, visit 
www.outpostministries.org or call 
(763) 592-4700.   

Worship leader Christy 
Nockels to perform 
MINNEAPOLIS — Christy 
Nockels, a worship leader who 
has performed with Chris Tomlin 
and Matt Redman, will perform 
at the Night of Worship event at 
Emmanuel Christian Center on 
Friday, Oct. 26 at 7:00 p.m.

The event is sponsored by Praise-
FM.

For additional information, visit 
www.praisefm.org. 

University cuts 
tuition $10,000

SAINT PAUL — Concordia 
University in St. Paul, which oper-
ates under the auspices of The Lu-
theran Church – Missouri Synod, 
recently announced that it will cut 
undergraduate tuition by $10,000 
for the 2013-2014 school year. 

The cut represents a drop in tu-
ition of 33 percent, bringing the 
annual tuition from $29,700 to 
$19,700.

“In resetting our tuition to a 
price last seen a decade ago, we 
are responding to the concerns 
of students and families who feel 
our nation’s colleges have become 
unaffordable,” said the Rev. Tom 
Ries, president of Concordia, via a 
media release. “We hope that other 
private colleges and universities will 
soon be able to follow our lead.”

Room and board prices will re-
main the same for the 2013-2014 
academic year.

“After many years of prudent liv-
ing within our means, we now have 
the fi scal capacity to reduce our 
tuition price without sacrifi cing 
the quality education Concordia is 
known for providing,” Ries contin-
ued. “We had record enrollment 
numbers and a higher academic 
profi le for our entering class in 
2012-13, so Concordia itself is cur-
rently in a position of strength. But 
the economic recession has eroded 
the fi nancial situations of the stu-
dents and families we serve, so we 
recognized the call to respond in 
keeping with our mission to pro-
vide an education of outstanding 
value at an affordable cost.”

For more information about Con-
cordia University, visit www.csp.edu.

Benson Great Hall to 
host several musical 
events

SAINT PAUL — Benson Great 
Hall at Bethel University will host 
several musical events this fall. On 
Friday, Oct. 12, organist Christo-

pher Houlihan will perform at 7:30 
p.m. 

On Saturday, Nov. 3, the North-
ern Lights Chorale will perform.

Both events are free and open to 
the public. 

For more information on these 
two events and others, visit www.
bethel.edu/events/arts. 
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▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Writers at every level are looking for just the 
right way to compose their queries. Whether 
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book 
publisher or newspaper, there are several key 
tips that can help your article query move 
to the top of the pile. This essential guide 
to writing queries, written by an industry 

professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query 
noticed by an editor.

“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing 
Queries” is now available for your 
favorite e-reader at amazon.com 
or barnesandnoble.com.

Save Your 
Marriage

EAST METRO
651.379.0444

SOUTH METRO 
952.892.8495 

Christian Counseling

Organizers making 
plans for annual St. Paul 
prayer breakfast

SAINT PAUL — The annual 
Greater Saint Paul Prayer Breakfast 
is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 15 
at 7:00 a.m. at the DoubleTree by 
Hilton in downtown St. Paul. This 
year’s theme is “God is moving in 
Saint Paul.”

For more information, visit www.
stpaulprayerbreakfast.com.  

Clergy announce 
opposition to voter 
ID amendment

SAINT PAUL — A group of clergy 
from Jewish, Muslim and Christian 
traditions gathered at the state Capitol 
last month to announce their opposi-
tion to the voter ID amendment. The 
gathering served as an opportunity to 
launch the Faith in Democracy Cam-
paign, which aims to defeat the amend-
ment because of its perceived impact 
on “the elderly, the young, people of 
color and the poor.”

“If you are in fact a child of God, 
your faith tradition should not hold 
back and let this take place,” said 
the Rev. Joseph Baring of St. James 
AME Church, via a media release. 
“Members of my congregation fam-
ily who are disabled and elderly 
would not be able to vote under 
this amendment.”

The group argued that more 
than 200,000 people in the state 
currently do not have a requisite ID 
that would allow them to vote if the 
amendment passed.

“It is a diabolical move to change 
the landscape of our nation,” said 
the Rev. Jerry McAfee, president of 
the Minnesota State Baptist Con-
vention and Policy Board Member 
of HisWorks United, via the release. 
“It is incumbent to speak with a 
clear and concise voice and call 
wrong—wrong.” 

 

Student group 
wins legal victory

MINNEAPOLIS — The Good 
News Club (GNC), a group spon-
sored by Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship (CEF), recently won a legal vic-
tory that will allow it to be reinstated 
by Minneapolis Special School Dis-
trict No. 1. The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Eighth Circuit ruled 
against the school district and said 
it engaged in viewpoint discrimina-
tion by ousting CEF, according to a 
media release from Christian News-
wire.

“We are extremely grateful for 
this decision and look forward to 
the opportunity of serving inter-
ested students at the Jenny Lind 
Elementary School,” said Tom 
Levanos, executive director of op-
erations for CEF, via the release.

The Good News Club was origi-
nally removed from the school 
in 2009 after someone overheard 
“a prayer and reference to Jesus 
Christ” at a GNC meeting. Since 

that complaint, the group dwindled 
from nearly 50 students to fi ve by 
2010.

Conference to focus on 
‘Hebraic roots of the 
scriptures’

BLOOMINGTON — Good News 
for Israel will sponsor the 2012 He-
braic Roots Conference Nov. 1 – 3 
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
in Bloomington. 

Speakers at this year’s event in-
clude Clyde Billington, professor 
of Ancient and Medieval History 
at Northwestern College; Keith 
Johnson, founder of Biblical Foun-
dations Academy and author of “A 
Prayer to Our Father: Hebrew Ori-
gins of the Lord’s Prayer”; and Dr. 
Lois Tverberg, co-author of “Sitting 
at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus.”

For more information on the 
event, visit www.gnfi .org or call 
(952) 926-7369.

Replica tabernacle on 
display through Oct. 15

HUDSON, WIS. — A life-sized 
replica of an Old Testament tab-
ernacle will be on display through 
Oct. 15 at the Teens for Christ Min-
istry Center in Hudson, Wis. Guid-
ed tours are offered weekdays, and 
weekend tours are by appointment 
only.

The replica took three years to 
construct. The tabernacle courtyard 
is 75 feet by 150 feet, and the fence 
surrounding the courtyard is 7.5 feet 
high and nearly 4,000 feet long.  

For more information on the tab-
ernacle or to arrange an appoint-
ment, visit www.teens4christ.com, 
email tabernacle@teens4christ.
com or call (715) 386-2549.

Church to hold pig roast
MOUNDS VIEW — Messiah Lu-

theran Church in Mounds View will 
host a pig roast on Saturday, Oct. 
27. The event is open to the public.

Tickets are $11 for those 11 years 
old and older; $5 for those three 
to 10; and free for children under 
three. Reservations are required 
and may be made by calling (763) 
205-5005. Seating times are avail-
able at noon, 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 
p.m.

The menu includes roast pork, 
baked potato, sauerkraut, baked 
beans, applesauce, roll and dessert. 

Conference to discuss 
intercessory prayer

EDEN PRAIRIE — Eden Prai-
rie Presbyterian Church will host 
Touching Heaven, Changing Earth, 
a conference that will focus on the 
power of intercessory prayer. The 
event is scheduled for Nov. 2 – 3 
and will include worship times, bib-
lical teaching and prayer ministry.

Speakers include Brad Long, 
executive director of Presbyterian-
Reformed Ministries International 
(PRMI) and author of several books 

and Mary Ellen Conners, prayer co-
ordinator for PRMI.

Conference topics will include 
“The Holy Spirit and Prayer”; “How 
God Answers Prayer”; and “The 
Work of Intercessory Prayer.”

The conference is sponsored by 
Prayer Ventures.

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.prayerventures.org.

Conference to address 
‘prophetic responses to 
American salvation’

MINNEAPOLIS — Church of All 
Nations will host its second annual 
conference on pastoral leadership 
Oct. 19 – 20. This year’s event is 
titled “The Congregation and Pub-
lic Witness: Prophetic Responses to 
American Salvation.”

Speakers include the Rev. Jin 
Kim, founding pastor and head 
of Church of All Nations; Doran 
Schrantz, executive director of 
ISAIAH; Charles Amjad-Ali, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., professor for 
Justice and Christian Community 
at Luther Seminary; and Mark Van 
Steenwyk, co-founder of Missio-Dei.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit www.newchurchrising.
org/pastoral-leadership-confer-
ence-2012/registration.    

Breaking Free to hold 
third annual benefi t 
breakfast

SAINT PAUL — Breaking Free 
will hold its third annual benefi t 
breakfast on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 
10:00 a.m. at the Crowne Plaza Riv-
erfront in St. Paul. The free event 
will include testimonies from sur-
vivors of prostitution and human 
traffi cking, as well as Breaking 
Free’s plans for the future.  

Speakers include Senator John 
Harrington, former St. Paul Police 
Chief, and Lee Roper-Batker, presi-
dent and CEO of The Women’s 
Foundation of Minnesota. Alix 
Kendall of FOX 9 News will emcee. 

RSVPs are required by emailing 
events@breakingfree.net.

Business event 
to focus on integrity

SAINT LOUIS PARK — The 
Christian Businessmen’s Connec-
tion (CBMC) will host the event 
“Ethical Foundations in Career” at 
9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 25 at 
the DoubleTree in St. Louis Park. 
Mark Whitacre will lead the event, 
which will be followed by an out-
reach luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

Whitacre was an executive at a 
Fortune 500 company when he be-
came a whistleblower for the FBI. 
He spent nine years in federal pris-
on for fraud and other offenses. 

Whitacre will talk about his re-
demption, hope and business eth-
ics.

For more information about the 
event, visit www.northland.cbmc.
com/Events/CurrentEvents.aspx.
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Tickets for “’Til Death: A Mar-
riage Musical” are $20 and can be 
purchased by visiting www.theater-
forthethirsty.com or by calling (800) 
838-3006. Shows run from Oct. 24 
– 28 at the Open Window Theatre in 
Minneapolis. 

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC 
Financial Advisors 

Certified Public Accountant

Office 952-432-7770 952-432-7775 
david@davidshabazcpa.com

7300 W 147th

WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Twin Cities Christian Directory in PRINT and ONLINE!
www.twincitieschristiandirectory.com

We help you FIND what you NEED…
from people you trust!

GET YOUR COPY TODAY.

Pick up a FREE copy at your 
church or neighborhood 

Christian bookstore, including all 
LifeWay Christian Stores.

You may also request a free 
copy to be mailed to you by 
calling  (763) 746-2468 x0 

or sending a request to 
info@christianexaminer.com with 

your name and mailing address.
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By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — As Jeremiah 
and Vanessa Gamble approached 
their 14th wedding anniversary this 
month, they did not do so thinking 
specifi cally about how to celebrate 
the special day. Instead, the theatre 
duo decided to write and produce a 
musical … about marriage.

The result is “’Til Death: A Mar-
riage Musical,” which tells the 
story—both seriously and with hu-
mor—about two couples: one who 
is celebrating their 15th wedding an-
niversary and another couple who 
are newlyweds.

The local theater duo is best known 
for their productions, “My Name is 
Daniel,” “The Psalm King,” “A Misfi t 
Christmas” and “Three Stories Tall.” 

Typically, when Jeremiah sits down 
to write a new play, he spends a lot of 
time researching and reading, trying 
to gain perspective and background 
on issues and people. For “’Til Death: 
A Marriage Musical,” he and Vanessa 
went to counseling.

“We actually started going to 
marital counseling, and we kind of 
kicked off the whole creative jour-
ney by going to a four-day marriage 
getaway, retreat,” he said.

During the research for this new 
production, the process was more 
personal and revealing.

“For us, digging into these stories 
and telling stories and creating art 
… is kind of going inside yourself 
and saying, ‘God come with me 
and teach me something, show me 
something that I need to learn,’” he 

Jeremiah and Vanessa Gamble partly 
based their new play on their own 
married life.

New musical looks at funny—and serious—side of marriage
Theater for the Thirsty 
production to run six shows

will be good for us, and hopefully 
in what we discover it will be help-
ful for others as well.”

The play is partly based on ele-
ments of their own marriage, but 
it also touches on fi ctional aspects 
that hopefully will speak to other 
couples.

In speaking to this mix of fi ction 
and fact, Jeremiah said: “It’s funny, 
the opening song, the opening line is 
‘What you are about to see here is fact 
mixed with fi ction.’ And then they say, 
‘We’re professionals in marriage and 
the stage.’ The next line is ‘Because 
we’re actually married, you may see 
actual friction.’ The last line is ‘There 
is more drama here than just what’s 
on the page.’” 

The Gambles are joined by other 
married couples on the play, includ-
ing Nathan and Stephanie Cousins, 
who play the newlyweds; Michael 
Pearce Donley and Joy Donley, who 
arranged the music and directed; 
and Corey and Betsy Mills, who 
choreographed the play.  

As with the couple’s previous 
productions, audiences will laugh 
as well as be challenged by what 

they see.
“I think they’ll laugh, and they’ll 

cry perhaps simultaneously,” Jer-
emiah said. “It’s fertile soil for 
laughter and tears. There is a lot to 
mine there. It seems with Theater 
for the Thirsty shows, we love the 
one-two punch of comedy and then 
the point following …” 

said. “This has kind of been a jour-
ney for us as a couple too. It’s time 
to tell this kind of a story. I think it 
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