Vol. 35, No. 7

July 2013

www.christianexaminer.com

Carl Nelson

Community

Where is your God?

Look what has
come to the world!

One woman’s story of
healing from the trauma
of sexual abuse

page 5

page 5

page 7

FREE

John Piper

Body and soul
Organization helps vulnerable
adults with grocery shopping
By Scott Noble
ROSEVILLE — When Karen
Greeninger started volunteering
for Store to Door five years ago,
an organization that shops for the
elderly and brings food to their
homes, she didn’t realize the personal impact it would have on her.
Just as her volunteering began,
both her parents got to the point
where they physically could no longer do their own grocery shopping.
“I just thought it was kind of neat
the way God orchestrated the timing,” Greeninger said. “[When I
started volunteering, I felt that]
this is something that can fit in my
See STORE TO DOOR, page 2

Carl Nelson, president and CEO of Transform Minnesota, urged congressional leaders to consider human dignity and
family unity when debating immigration reform legislation.
Store to Door drivers deliver groceries
every two weeks to elderly clients who
cannot grocery shop on their own.

MCCL celebrates 45 years
Pro-life group has more than
70,000 member families statewide
Christian Examiner staff report
MINNEAPOLIS — Last month,
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for
Life (MCCL) celebrated 45 years
of pro-life ministry. The group,
which is the oldest and largest prolife organization in the state, began
in 1968 with a few pro-life activists
but has since grown to 200 chapters across the state and more than
70,000 member families.
“The dedicated, compassionate
work of our grassroots members is the
sustaining power of Minnesota’s prolife movement,” said MCCL Executive
Director Scott Fischbach, via a media
statement. “MCCL is one of the most
effective pro-life organizations in the
nation, thanks to these activists. They
are steadily transforming our state’s
culture into one that respects and
INDEX

Editor’s Note ...................... 4

protects all innocent human life at
every stage.”
Over the years, the group has implemented a three-pronged approach to
its work: education, mobilization and
establishing legal protections.
That tactic has helped MCCL keep
pro-life legislation near the forefront
of political debate at the Capitol.
“It is a testament to our effectiveness
that the abortion issue is still front and
center in Minnesota,” Fischbach said.
“MCCL’s member volunteers refuse to
allow the abortion industry to destroy
the dignity and sanctity of human life,
no matter how small or vulnerable.
We will continue to compassionately
fight for those who cannot fight for
themselves.”
For more information about
MCCL, visit www.mccl.org.

Faith leaders push for
immigration reform
Evangelical and Catholic leaders issue joint statement
By Scott Noble
MINNEAPOLIS — On a steamy
morning in late June, evangelical
and Catholic leaders gathered outside the U.S. Federal Courthouse
in downtown Minneapolis to issue a joint statement on immigration reform. Evangelicals leaders,
brought together by Transform
Minnesota, joined Catholic bishops and the Minnesota Catholic
Conference (MCC) to urge Congress to pass “just, compassionate
immigration reform.”
Carl Nelson, president and
CEO of Transform Minnesota,
which represents some 200 evangelical churches and nine denominations across the state, said im-

migrants have become part of our
church communities and need to
be treated with dignity.
“The issue of immigration has
become personally important to
us as clergy and religious leaders
because immigrants and their
families worship in our churches,”
he said in his prepared remarks.
“They’re in the communities that
we serve, and they’re part of our
congregations. The painful experiences that we have witnessed
firsthand as we have ministered
to them and served with them tell
us that our current immigration
system fails to reflect our nation’s
commitment to the value of human dignity and protecting our
family unity.”
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Transforming lives, transforming communities
World Servants works with community leaders to address needs
for us every day through all my life
and throughout my child’s life.”
Because of that humble attitude
and the advice and assistance of
community leaders, World Servants
built the multi-generational family
a new home, moving them out of
their bus. This was not something
new, either, since World Servants
has built some 50 homes for other
families over the course of the last
decade.

By Scott Noble
Commentary.................... 4-5

Those issues—human dignity
and family unity—became a common theme from both Catholic
and evangelical leaders throughout the press conference.
The Most Rev. John C. Nienstedt, archbishop of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis, urged Congress to
pass immigration reform that
“brings millions of people out of
the shadows, reunites them with
their families and puts them on
the path to citizenship.”
Current estimates put the
number of undocumented immigrants at around 11 million.
Congressional leaders are cur-

MINNEAPOLIS — The family was living in a bus. Not just any
bus. No, this bus was woven into the
hillside in a Dominican Republic
village. It had become part of the
landscape.
Yet the family was content—not
angry with God or others because
of their predicament.
The grandmother, who was 78
years old, said she didn’t know why
God had placed them in what many
in the West would think of as an impoverished situation. But when she
told this to Michael Minich, the new
executive director of World Servants, he heard it as, “I don’t know
why, but I know [God is] good, and
I know that He has provided food

New vision
In the mid 1980s, Jack Larson had
a vision for a new kind of short-term
missions work. His idea centered upon
mobilizing particular churches to go
abroad and work on a project together.
A youth group pitches in to repair a roof in rural West Virginia on a recent World
Servants mission trip.

See SERVANTS, page 6
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STORE TO DOOR…
Continued from page 1
schedule. It looks fun to do. When
I started shopping for my parents
on a personal level, just what it
meant to them, I saw firsthand how
much they wanted to stay in their
home. They didn’t want to go to
anywhere else.”
Aging American population
As the American population
ages, more people are encountering the slippery slope of living self
sufficiently or having to move to a
facility that offers some sort of assistance. There are a variety of options for people faced with these
decisions: senior housing, assisted
living, residential care and nursing
homes—most of them costing tens
of thousands of dollars each year.
Nevertheless, there are millions
of people who still retain most of
the physical and mental capacity
to live independently but still need
some type of modest assistance—
particularly with grocery shopping.
That’s where Store to Door
stepped into the fray some 30 years
ago.
Founded in 1984 in south Minneapolis, Store to Door shops for
groceries for their elderly and delivers them to their residences. In
its first year, the group delivered
1,600 orders; in 2010, Store to Door
delivered more than 18,000 orders
across the seven county metro area.
The typical clients, according to
Executive Director Mary Jo Schifsky, are elderly women—only about
10 percent of their clients are men.
“Many of them have worked
their whole lives, but they left their
jobs 20 to 25 years ago so their pensions are very, very small,” she said.
“If they were married, their hus-

bands have passed away.”
Most of them have moved from
the family home; 75 percent of
them are over the age of 75, and 40
percent are over the age of 85. Yet
they still maintain most of the capabilities to live alone.
“They are in adequate health, as
far as they are able to get around
their own home,” she continued.
“They are able to open the door to
welcome a delivery person. They
are able to maintain a bank account
and have a debit or credit card.”
However, most of them are unable to drive a car or don’t have
friends who are able to drive a car.
Plus, they might have difficulty
walking around a large grocery
store and carrying several bags of
groceries.
As a result, they are part of a
growing vulnerable population,
one that doesn’t necessarily grab
the headlines or pull on the heart
strings of the general public. Organizations like Meals on Wheels
and others provide one meal a day,
but as Schifsky points out, most of
us are accustomed to three meals a
day or 21 meals each week.
The majority of Store to Door clients do not have access to groceries
in any other way. Schifsky calls this
the tipping point: people are able
to stay in their homes if they have
access to food. If they don’t, they
must find other, oftentimes much
more expensive options.
How it works
A potential client of Store to
Door typically hears about the service in one of two ways. The first is
through a county social worker. If
the person is a certain age and relatively poor, he or she might seek assistance through the county where
they live—thus triggering a mention of the Store to Door option.
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Store to Door shops for groceries at Cub Foods and then delivers them to clients
in the seven county metro area.

Referrals are the second main
way potential clients hear about
Store to Door.
“We do a lot of outreach into the
community [as well],” Schifsky said.
“We go to facilities, and we try to
talk to people. We want more people in each facility to order; it’s less
expensive for us, and we’re serving
more people.”
Every other week, on the same
day and around the same time, a
volunteer caller from Store to Door
will call the client and talk with
them about their grocery list. Over
time, the volunteer and the client
develop a relationship that provides a social component to what
Store to Door provides. In addition,
the volunteer will have an order history on the computer and can help
the client develop that week’s particular grocery list.
Two days after the orders are
placed, Store to Door volunteers
shop for the groceries at Cub
Foods, which is the corporate part-

ner of the organization. If there are
any questions with the order, volunteers will call the client to make
sure everything is done correctly.
Finally, the delivery staff, which is
paid, insured and trained in working with vulnerable adults, will use
the organization’s nine vans to take
the groceries to each client.
The social component
As a volunteer, Greeninger takes
orders and also shops for Store to
Door clients. Her first client was
Melvin.
“I still call him,” Greeninger said.
“We’ve just really grown. We’ve got
a good relationship. He’s my friend
that I call every other week. We talk
about the weather; we talk about
different things, and the things
that he orders. He orders the same
things, and he always kind of laughs
about it.”
Over time, whether it’s through
volunteer work or through paid
staff, relationships develop between
the clients and Store to Door volunteers or employees, relationships
that help keep “body and soul together.”
Nevertheless, each year, despite
the relationships that have developed over time, 40 percent of Store
to Door clients move on: either to
higher level care facilities or they
pass away.
It’s rewarding work, however, especially since Store to Door helps
clients maintain an independent
lifestyle.
For Schifsky, she decided to get
into elderly care work because of
her experience with her mother.

“My mom was diagnosed with
early onset Alzheimer’s when I was
very, very, very young,” she said. “I
had the experience of having to
navigate the aging services labyrinth, and I just felt it was not very
organized and not very helpful.”
After spending some time as a
court-appointed conservator for
other families, she came to Store to
Door more than seven years ago.
“If I would have known about
Store to Door, two of my little old
ladies wouldn’t have had to sell
their houses and move into much
more expensive assisted living facilities,” she said.
Schifsky encourages people to
keep an eye out for vulnerable
adults who may have need for their
services.
“Just to keep us in mind when
they run into a neighbor who is
having trouble getting enough
food and really doesn’t want to ask
the next door neighbor to get them
food every week,” she said.
Volunteer partners
Store to Door has several church
partners, including Wooddale
Church in Eden Prairie, Macalester Plymouth in St. Paul and St.
Stephen’s Lutheran in Bloomington. The churches provide a strong
network of like-minded people and
a volunteer pool eager to help vulnerable adults.
“We reach out to church communities because their missions—to
help those unable to help themselves—aligns with our mission of
helping elderly and homebound
adults have food in their homes,”
Schifsky said.
Congregations can also serve as
financial resources for the nonprofit Store to Door.
For Greeninger, the volunteering
experience has been a blessing for
her.
“[God] has kind of given me a
gift for relating to older people,”
she said. “I just really appreciate
them and enjoy what they have to
say and respect their position in
life. It almost becomes a blessing
for me. I feel privileged to form a
relationship with them.”

Store to Door has a variety of
volunteer and partnership opportunities for individuals and churches.
For more information about Store to
Door and these opportunities, visit
www.storetodoor.org.
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IMMIGRATION…
Continued from page 1
rently trying to craft legislation
that addresses the issue of undocumented immigrants as well as a
variety of other issues.
In the faith leaders’ joint letter
to the state’s congressional delegation, the group urged them to
consider five principles that should
be reflected in any bipartisan
legislation.
The principles include a commitment to human dignity; a
priority given to family reunification; additional “functional legal
mechanisms for temporary workers
that protects both the immigrant
workers and U.S. citizen workers”;
a just process for earned legalization; and due process that respects
human dignity and the rule of law.
The letter has been signed by
more than 100 Christian leaders
across the state representing some
two million believers, including
pastors of several large churches
in the metro area and denominational leaders, including the Rev.

Dr. John Crosby of Christ Presbyterian Church in Edina; the Rev.
Steve Goold, senior pastor of New
Hope Church; the Rev. Dr. William
Hamel, president of the Evangelical Free Church of America; and
Bishop Peter Rogness, Saint Paul
Area Synod, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
Crosby, citing his own family’s
experience with immigration,
said the current system places
enormous burdens on immigrants.
“[It’s] a process that takes years,
can appear capricious, is almost
impossible to understand and
frankly pushes people away from
legalizing their status,” he said. “We
must do better.”
One of immigration reform’s
most vexing challenges involves
border security. Some favor tightening border security and making
it more difficult for immigrants to
cross into the U.S., while others
argue that border security is only a
small part of the overall challenge
of reform efforts.
Citing that challenge of border
security, Crosby said: “We do need
to be a country of laws. With secure

Immigration resources for individuals and groups
Each day in Minnesota, immigrants face a variety of obstacles. Some
of them can be relatively minor, while others can be critical. Finding
the best resources and help can oftentimes be difficult.
The resources below—local and national, practical and public
policy-oriented—are intended to help individuals with immigration questions or problems, as well as provide churches and ministries with important contacts when trying to meet the needs of
those around them.
Faith-based services/organizations:
• World Relief Minnesota: www.worldreliefmn.org
• World Relief Immigration Law Updates: www.worldrelief.org/immigrantlegal-services/immigration-law-updates
• Evangelical Immigration Table: www.evangelicalimmigrationtable.com
• Immigrant Hope (Evangelical Free Church of America): www.
immigranthope.org
• Catholic Charities-Immigration Services: www.cctwincities.org
• Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota: www.lssmn.org
• MN Council of Churches-Refugee Services: www.mnchurches.org/
refugeeservices

borders, with neighborhoods that
are free from crime, with work practices that make sense, both for the
stranger and for the native born.
But our current law diminishes our
security. It increases the pressure
on our borders, and so we need
to change.”
While immigration reform efforts have become a priority for
many denominational leaders,
Nelson said that support has also
been expanding into the pews.
“Certainly if we go back five
years ago, the support began at
a top level,” he said. “What I am
seeing and what I’m hearing from
denominational leaders is that the
support is seeping down to pastors
and local congregations, who really
as they encounter this face to face
in their own congregations—as
families that they are ministering to
encounter the reality of the broken
immigration system—they’re realizing this is something they have
to support.”

To learn more about Transform
Minnesota or to read the letter
signed by Christian faith leaders,
visit www.transformmn.org.

Thrivent Financial expands beyond Lutherans
Christian Examiner staff report
MINNEAPOLIS — After an historic vote that included more than
400,000 members, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans announced last
month that it is expanding “its common bond” to include services to
more Christians. More than 70 percent of Thrivent members voted in
altering its articles of incorporation
to reflect this new direction.
“Thank you to the many members who participated in this process, demonstrated their role as
member-owners and had a voice
in the decision,” said Brad Hewitt,
president and CEO of Thrivent, via
a media release. “This vote will allow us to strengthen our mission
of helping more Christians be wise
with money and live generously.
Working together, we’ll be able
to serve more people, meet more
needs and strengthen more Christian communities.”
Thrivent was founded more than
100 years ago, and the nonprofit
helps members with a variety of
financial products and services
aimed at helping its members be

“wise with money, liv[e] generously
and chang[e] lives.”
Even though the group is now
open to other Christians, Thrivent
will still remain committed to its
Lutheran heritage.
“One of the unique aspects of
Thrivent is that our benefit members are our owners, so they get to
make these important decisions,”
Hewitt continued. “We are certainly excited about the possibilities of
serving more Christians. However,
we are looking at this from a longterm perspective, and changes will
be gradual. Over the short and the
long term, one thing remains the
same though: our commitment to
serving Lutherans and strengthening the Lutheran community remains as strong as ever. We value
our Lutheran members and our
heritage, and that will never change
even as we move forward in a new
chapter for the organization.”
While the organization’s legal
name will remain the same, the
company will continue to use a
shorter version of the name for
marketing purposes when appropriate, just as they do today.
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Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington
Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath
Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Legal assistance or services:
• Peace and Hope International Legal Clinic:
www.peaceandhopeinternational.org
• Immigration Advocates Network: www.immigrationadvocates.org
• National Immigrant Forum: www.immigrationforum.org
• National Immigration Legal Service Directory (Minnesota):
www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/
search?state=MN
• American Immigration Lawyers Association: www.ailalawyer.com
• Immigration Law Help (listed by state): www.immigrationlawhelp.org
• The Advocates for Human Rights: www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org
• Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services: www.smrls.org
• Mid-MN Legal Assistance/Legal Aid Society: www.mylegalaid.org
• Legal Services of Minnesota: www.mnlegalservices.org
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MIKE — For 17 years I survived as
a “functional addict”. But eventually
alcohol consumed me. I went through
several treatment programs but never
found sobriety. Finally, I had no job,
no money, and no place to live. My
health was failing, I was anxious and
depressed, but most of all…I lost all
hope. MnTC taught me that I was
loved and forgiven by the one who
matters most, the Lord. I was able to
deal with the issues underneath my
addiction. I now serve as the Assistant
to the Program Manager at MnTC’s
Brainerd Campus. Life
still has challenges, but
with God, life is good.

Hosted by
Steven Keillor

Airing the 2nd and 4th Saturday night of each month at 7 PM

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction?
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.
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Biblical values and immigration reform
Late last month, evangelical and
Catholic leaders gathered together in
downtown Minneapolis to issue a joint
statement on immigration reform. The
faith leaders aimed to demonstrate
broad religious support for immigration reform that reflects biblical values,
such as compassion and fairness. Their
claim to represent some two million
Christians in the state should provide
them with a measure of clout in terms
of swaying political support.
A few days after the joint press
conference, the U.S. Senate passed its
immigration reform bill, and now the
U.S. House is poised to begin debate on
the issue in the coming days—followed
by presidential input and additional
bipartisan debate.
Immigration reform has become a
hot-button political issue in the U.S.
over the last decade, perhaps one of
the most contested. There is no quick
fix to the issue and with some 11 million undocumented immigrants in

the country, any resolution must be
multi-faceted and take into account
numerous factors and situations.
Within the political realm, the debate swings all the way from adding
more border control and fences to
granting citizenship to those already
here—and everything in between.
For believers, any solution to this immense problem must take into account
several biblical principles.
The first is how we treat the stranger,
the dispossessed, the oppressed. Scripture is replete with examples of how we
treat those who live on the edges—or
in the shadows—of society.
In Matthew 25, Jesus relayed to His
followers the importance of caring for
others, saying, “‘For I was hungry
and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked

after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.’”
Who are the strangers today in
American society? Who are the dispossessed who struggle in the shadows, out
of view of most of us? Who are the ones
afraid their families will be torn apart
and separated by thousands of miles?
It’s the immigrant.
Any worthwhile, effective and longterm solution to immigration reform
must embrace the concept of treating
immigrants as Jesus would.
Second, family unity must serve as
the basis for whatever efforts we pursue.
We hear too many stories of families
being torn apart because of deportations or some related issue.
As believers, we view the family as the
basis for human society; it serves in a
foundational role. No other structure
is as fundamental or basic to human
success as the family.
As such, any immigration reform
effort must embrace the concept of

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
family unity as a critical factor in decision making. Family reunification is a
central component of those decisions.
Finally, while respecting current
laws and the new laws that may result
from any reform efforts, the process
for citizenship must be clear, attainable
and equitable.
This is often where the debate gets
most heated: the path to citizenship.

Right now, the system is flawed and
filled with problems.
Recently, I’ve heard several Christian
leaders explain how the system—for
some in their congregations—can
actually serve as a deterrent for the
undocumented to pursue citizenship.
If that’s the case, the system must be
overhauled and a new one established
that rewards valid attempts to gain
citizenship and provides access and
help along the way.
There is no doubt immigration
reform is one of the most challenging
issues facing the country. The shear
scope of the issue—and the millions
involved—however, should not deter
us from pursuing reform based on the
biblical values of compassion, family
unity and justice.
Be sure to check us out on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news,
opinion and contest giveaways.

Our actions and God’s judgment
Minnesota’s legalization of samesex marriage and the national
trend in that direction raise serious
questions for Christians. Let’s take
time to consider them, for the consequences will last for a long time
and may be irreversible.
In the local newspapers in my
area, state representatives had oped pieces justifying their Yes vote
with a public defense of same-sex
marriage and assuring conservative
Christians that their churches need
not perform such ceremonies.
Is that a “deal” we can accept: a
public OK for same-sex marriage
while we have a private opt-out? If
we accept it, will the terms change
later?
In “Foolishness to the Greeks,”
Lesslie Newbigin warns of the
West’s dichotomy of public facts
and private values, with Christianity
limited to the latter sphere, where
it withers. If we used the political
process to prevent this move, are
we bound by this result, so that we
cannot protest it?
As the author of “God’s Judgments” (IVP, 2007), I will narrow
that question: Are we precluded
from warning that God may judge a

Immigration and Jesus
I came home for lunch today and
was excited to see the recent copy
of the “Minnesota Christian Examiner.” However, I was greatly disappointed to read Cal Thomas’ article
that derided the Immigration Reform Bill (“Immigration deformed:
new bill is flawed,” June 2013). Had
I been reading the “GOP Examiner,” I could have found his views
defensible, but Mr. Thomas offered
no opinions that were rooted in a
“Christian” point of view.
Cal Thomas criticized the bill as
it provided individuals mechanisms
to seek discretional exceptions
based on specific needs. He also
was critical that the bill would provide a level of forgiveness and grace
for those who are open about their
past errors.
I don’t know, but both of those
seem to me to be ways that Jesus
always approached people. Additionally, Mr. Thomas’ views engaged fear mongering (remember
– the Boston Marathon bombers
were immigrants). However, I serve

Steven J. Keillor
nation that brazenly contradicts His
design for marriage?
In our shock, we Christians turn to
scriptures about God’s judgments in
history before the Last Judgment. We
may not take the time to think this
through. After September 11, Jerry
Falwell and Pat Robertson called it
God’s judgment on America—but during “The 700 Club” talk show—then
backtracked under pressure. We need
to take time and reach conclusions we
will stand by.
A very helpful book on the topic
is Leon Morris’ “The Biblical Doctrine of Judgment.”
Does God judge nations or
groups while His gracious gospel

a God who said, “… true love casts
out all fear.”
There are many scriptures that
give us guidance as to how we
should approach the issue of immigration, yet Mr. Thomas failed
to mention one. Perhaps he tipped
his hand showing the real source
of his logic in his final paragraph
when he criticized Democrats for
trying to “import” new voters. That
is a standard Republican Party talking point and a point that is moot if
all worked together for the good of
our neighbors and our country and
kept biblical principles in mind.
Marque Jensen
Minneapolis, Minn.
Christians and love
The power of Satan is always calling us to put hatred and bigotry at
the center of our life in place of
Jesus. Being a Christian in a multiculture society means one respects
the rights of people even if you disagree with them.
The troubles Christians are having in Egypt give us an example of

is offered to individuals? If so, on
what grounds? Does He judge nations or groups for a collective rejection of the gospel?
Jesus pronounced a woe on
Capernaum because it did not repent despite His miracles there
(Matthew 11:20 – 24). He prophesied Jerusalem’s fall because it
rejected Him (Luke 19:41 – 44).
He told disciples to shake the dust
off their feet when leaving a village that rejected their word (Luke
10:10 – 12) as a sign of judgment.
Paul and Barnabas did so in Antioch (Acts 13:51).
A nation is just a group much
larger than a village. When does a
nation cross that line of rejection?
And should we warn it before it
crosses that line?
In 1 Corinthians 5:12 – 13, Paul
denies that he or the church should
“judg[e] outsiders …. God judges
those outside.” Yet in Acts 17:22
– 34, Paul on Mars Hill spoke to
outsiders and ended with public,
universal, authoritative statements.
God “commands all people everywhere to repent,” for a universal
judgment day is coming, and the
“appointed” judge has been certi-

fied “to all” by being raised.
That was spoken as a public fact,
not a private value of the faith community. That was spoken in a preChristian Athens, at its first gospel
meeting.
Are Americans choosing a postChristian society? If so, is our duty to
warn of judgment even more serious?
We Christians will divide over
warning of judgment. That does
not mean we should refrain from
warning. Some think America is a
covenanted Christian nation that
God judges for covenant breaking.
Others think the Capernaum case
fits: this nation has seen Christ’s
mighty works and is still intent on
walking away from Him.
Others will deny the idea completely.
In our very competitive religious
marketplace, those who warn of
judgment may lose market share.
Churches and pastors who avoid
the topic may gain market share.
Pop culture Christianity and the
academic kind disagree. Popular
authors may gain market share by
adding investment advice to their
warnings of collapse. Christian
academics may point to that as an

excuse to avoid the subject. And,
judgment talk may lead us into endtimes topics on which we disagree.
So we need to take time to develop a doctrine of judgment that we
will stand by, come what may. Arguably, that necessity is upon us. It’s
not that homosexuality is a worse
sin than some others. It’s that legalizing same-sex marriage is a brazen
contradiction of clear scriptural
teaching. The world has forced this
issue of judgment upon us.
To put a Minnesota-nice face on
things, perhaps our legislators are
sincere and serious scientists who
are conducting an experiment to
test for the existence of a holy, judging God. The best science begins
with the best questions. Hopefully,
the ones given above are a start.

where all people’s rights are not
respected. If Christians in Egypt
are only 10 percent [of the population], should they not still have
equal rights with the majority?
This is an important question for
the world we now live in.
As Christians, I believe we should
be an example of love and concern
to everyone, but Christians have
not always been this good example.
Harvey H. Hanson
Minneapolis, Minn.

common bond of God-fearing,
God-centered religious beliefs. The
framers of the Constitution are said
to have used the Judeo-Christian
Bible as a reference. The roofers
sealed it with “One nation under
God,” found in our Pledge of Allegiance, and “In God We Trust,”
printed on all our coins and currency.
How has this structure withstood
the storms of time and change?
The solid sanctity of life ground
is being eroded by a miry quality of
life soil. The concept that everyone
has value is being replaced with the
idea that only certain people have
value.
This miry soil cannot adequately support the footings that were
weakened because the rods of faith
are corroding within. We are seeing
end settlement, the footings cracking and sinking at the ends—abortion and infanticide at one end,
euthanasia, assisted suicide and rationed care at the other end.
Can we restore America to its
highest splendor, where all within

have value and protection? We
have done major repair work before, when certain people were
given no value or less value than
they deserved, as in the case of Native Americans, African Americans
and women. We need to dig deep
through the miry quality of life soil
to the solid sanctity of life ethic on
which our nation was founded.
It has to start in each of our
hearts. We each have to be grounded in the truth that everyone has
value: that each person, from the
moment of conception to natural death, is made in the image
and likeness of his Creator, who
planned, wanted, loves and cherishes each life.
We need to reject the culture of
death and choose life, so that our
descendants and we may live.
We need to reconnect with our
Creator and draw from His power
and strength. The restoration of
America is an awesome task, but
with God nothing is impossible.
Pat Wittkop and Joan Kaphing
Via email

Restoration
The builders of our Constitution took great care to construct a
strong government structure that
would withstand the storms of time
and offer protection for all within.
They built upon the solid ground
of the sanctity of life ethic: Everyone has value. The footings were
reinforced with strong rods of faith,
as evidenced in the Declaration of
Independence.
The foundation blocks, made of
individual and family lives, were
securely cemented together by a

Dr. Steven J. Keillor is the author
of several books, including God’s
Judgments (IVP, 2007) and Shaping
Minnesota’s Identity: 150 Years of
State History (Pogo Press, 2008).
He is also the host of the Gospel
Cabin radio program on AM980
KKMS, which airs at 7:00 p.m. on
the second and fourth Saturday of
each month.
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Where is your God?
I wish we could write about the
sovereignty of God in a lull between
calamities. But there is none.
If I were to say we are between
tsunamis or tornadoes, someone
would say, “That tree just fell on my
house,” or “That was my mother
whose plane crashed in Ohio,” or
“My uncle was among the tourists
killed in Pakistan,” or “My wife’s
battle with cancer just ended—in
death.”
So there is no lull. If we echo the
voice of God from the Scriptures,
it will always be during someone’s
calamity. Which means if we weep
with those who weep, the keyboard
will be tear-stained—always.
I want to focus only on one biblical theme: What are the answers
to the biblical question “Where
is God?” during calamity? I call
it a biblical question because this
question is in the Bible. Let these
examples shape the way you answer
this question.
1. God is in heaven doing all that
He pleases.
The psalmist asks, “Why should
the nations say, ‘Where is their
God?’” And he answers, “Our God
is in the heavens; he does all that
he pleases” (Psalm 115:2 – 3). One
answer to the question, which is
always true, is that God is reigning
on His throne in heaven and doing
things according to His infinitely
wise and good plan. That’s why it
“pleases” Him. It is always wise and
always good.
“O Lord, how manifold are your

…if we weep with those who
weep, the keyboard will be
tear-stained—always.
works! In wisdom have you done
them all” (Psalm 104:24). “My
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose” (Isaiah
46:10).
2. God is in the same place He
was when you sang in the night.
In Job 35:9 – 10, Elihu says,
“Because of the multitude of oppressions people cry out; they call
for help because of the arm of the
mighty. But none says, ‘Where is
God my Maker, who gives songs in
the night?’”
Most of the time people don’t
think about God. He is a non-factor
in their lives. For example, they
usually don’t say, “Where is God?”
when He is giving them songs in
the night.
For millions, God is not a worshiped treasure in times of fortune;
He is a whipping boy in times of
trouble. We bring Him out of the
back pocket of our neglect and wag
our finger in the face of the Almighty. This is very dangerous.
Another answer to the question
“Where is God?” is this: God is in

the same place He was when He
gave you thousands of good days
and nights. (See also Jeremiah 2:7
– 8.)
3. God is testing me in His hiddenness and will rescue me perfectly.
The Sons of Korah sing their
hope-filled lament in Psalm 42 and
43. “My tears have been my food
day and night, while they say to me
all the day long, “‘Where is your
God?’” … Why are you cast down,
O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for
I shall again praise him, my salvation” (Psalm 42:3 – 5).
The people of God suffer calamity. And those who love the sovereignty of God are often taunted,
“Where is your God now?” The
psalmist answers, “I shall again
praise him, my salvation and my
God.”
In other words, sooner or later
my God will restore my fortunes—
in this life or a million-fold in the
next—and I will praise Him.
A third answer to the question

John Piper
is this: My God is testing me and
will come to save me at the perfect time, in life (2 Timothy 4:17)
or in death (Revelation 2:10). (See
also Joel 2:17 – 19.)
4. God is preparing for His vengeance on those who taunt His beloved.
The psalmist Asaph gives another blunt answer of warning. “Why
should the nations say, ‘Where is
their God?’ Let the avenging of the
outpoured blood of your servants
be known among the nations before our eyes!” (Psalm 79:10).
God often brings His loved ones
into trouble for their purifying discipline (Hebrews 12:5 – 11). While
they are in distress, the nations may
say, “So much for your good and
loving God! Where is He now?”
The answer is He is preparing for
a day of vengeance on those who taunt
His loved ones. “Return sevenfold
into the lap of our neighbors the
taunts with which they have taunt-

ed you, O Lord!” (Psalm 79:12).
(See also Micah 7:8 – 10.)
5. God is standing in front of
them, ready to forgive.
Finally, Jesus said to His adversaries, “I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father
who sent me bears witness about
me.” They said to Him therefore,
“Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor
my Father. If you knew me, you
would know my Father also” (John
8:18 – 19).
Where is God when non-Christians scoff at Jesus, saying, “Where
is your Father?” The answer is He is
in their midst. He is pursuing them.
He is on the way to the cross to
open a way for His enemies to be
rescued from His vengeance. He is
standing in front of them: “Before
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).
So it is today. When skeptics deride the suffering followers of Jesus
and say, “Where is your so-called
loving Father?” the answer is this:
He is right there in front of them.
His people are His witness to the
world. We say the Lord reigns. And
if you will trust His Son, He will
turn all your losses (like ours) into
everlasting gain. That is why we “rejoice in tribulation” (Romans 5:3).
John Piper is founder and teacher
of desiringGod.org and chancellor of
Bethlehem College and Seminary.
He is the author of more than 40
books, including Desiring God and
Don’t Waste Your Life.

Look what has come to the world!
It is easy as Christians to become
dismayed by cultural changes that
seem to reject God and infringe on
our religious freedoms. But in the
past several weeks, I have found
encouragement and hope from a
statement by present-day Jerusalem
pastor Wayne Hilsden.
He said, “The early Christians
did not say ‘Look what the world
has come to.’ Rather, they exclaimed, ‘Look what has come to
the world!’”
Yes, I am troubled by moral decay
in our society and worry that the
foundations of godly values necessary for a healthy society are being
eroded. But when I remind myself
that Jesus has come into our world
to save and transform it, I can live
in this present life with hope.
It concerns me when I hear messages that only lament the ways God
is being ignored by our culture. I
have noticed a dangerous trend
among some Christians that when
they overly emphasize moral decay,
it is as if they have forgotten about
the hope we have in Jesus to transform culture.

We should not be attacking
the world; we should be
offering it the hope of Jesus.
Carl Nelson
I have heard Christians become so
upset that we are abandoning biblical
values or losing our religious freedoms
or that America is no longer a so-called
Christian nation that they forget to talk
about Jesus.
First century Palestine was not
a particularly God-honoring or
“Christian” culture. Roman rulers were oppressive and did not
respect religious freedoms or human rights. The economic system
kept people enslaved or poor and
favored the rich. Sexual immorality was everywhere and even cel-

ebrated as a form of worship. Racial, ethnic and class divisions left
the society fractured and placed
people groups in opposition to one
another.
Yet in this setting, the early Christians were full of joy and consumed
with excitement about Jesus. Based
on what we know about the depravity of Roman culture at that
time, it’s amazing that the New
Testament scriptures give relatively
very little attention to these social
ills. Paul and John and James and
the other apostles did not lament,
“Look what the world has come to.”
Rather, they exclaimed, “Look
what has come to the world!”
In the opening paragraph of

John’s first epistle, he repeats himself several times trying to describe
the excitement of having encountered the living Jesus; we have
heard Him, we have seen Him, we
looked at Him, we touched Him.
And it was this real, personal encounter with Jesus that made his
joy complete.
It is true, we do face more threats
to our religious freedom, and our
Christian values are being dismissed by society and core building
blocks of society such as the sanctity
of life and the importance of stable
families that have mothers and fathers is being replaced by incomplete ideas of love and family.
But our disappointment that soci-

ety is turning away from godly values
should never overshadow or replace
our message about hope in Jesus.
We should not be attacking the
world; we should be offering it the
hope of Jesus.
Jesus is the one who gives people freedom from addictions and
destructive habits—not our judgments. Jesus is the one who can
restore relationships and make
families stronger—not our verbal
condemnation. Jesus is the one
who gives us peace in the midst of
suffering and oppression—not our
efforts to fight back.
Let us be known as a people who
are filled with hope and joy, not because we think that through political power or persuasive argument
we can make the world any better,
but because Jesus has come to the
world and we are excited to introduce people to Him so that they
will experience divine freedom,
rather than human persuasion.
Look what has come to the world!
Carl Nelson is president and CEO
of Transform Minnesota.
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SERVANTS…
Continued from page 1
Missions teams wouldn’t necessarily be
made up of people from numerous
churches and ministries; they would
all come from the same worshipping
community.
The hope was that something exciting and new would happen when
parishioners all came together to
work on a common goal.
That idea eventually led to what
later became World Servants.
Over the past three decades,
“The health of World Servants has
been driven because there’s been
this increasing hunger over that period of time for the lay person to
get out from behind the pew and
the comforts of our Western society
and really go and be the hands and
feet of Christ,” Minich said.
But it’s not a relief or aid ministry. There are other organizations
better equipped for dealing with
that, Minich believes.
“Though we want to be part of
the solutions, we’re further down
the line,” he said. “We’re typically
on the heels of an event like we’ve
just seen in Moore, Okla., and

Oklahoma City proper. If there are
needs down there, we want to be a
part of the solutions but 12 to 18
months down the road.”
The projects World Servants works
on include everything from a basketball
court at an orphanage in Mexico to new
classrooms in the Dominican Republic
and Haiti to a community center for
the Navajo Nation.
Since 1986, the ministry has mobilized more than 60,000 people
and 2,000 churches, organizations
and businesses and built more than
3,500 homes.
Currently, World Servants is active in several Native American
communities in the U.S. and Canada, including the Crow Nation
in Montana, the Navajo Nation in
Arizona, the Cree Nation in Canada and several Native American
communities in West Virginia. Internationally, the group works in
Ecuador, Kenya, Puerto Rico, the
Dominican Republic, Jamaica and
Mexico.
Learner, Servant, Storyteller
In the past, Minich believes, it was
somewhat common for missions leaders and organizations to visit other
countries and impose their will, so to

www.christianexaminer.com
speak, on the people they were intending to serve. Believing they knew what’s
best for a particular community or area,
these missions leaders, so the example
goes, would tell the locals what needs to
be done and how to do it—thus making
sure their goals were met.
However, Minich said World Servants has adopted a much different
approach, one that centers on the
Learner, Servant, Storyteller model,
which is at the center of the ministry.
When World Servants visits a
community, they talk with community leaders to discuss what they believe are the needs.
“We’re identifying community
leaders on the ground,” Minich
said, who say, “‘You know what we
really need? We really need a community latrine. We really need
showers. We really need something
in the neighborhood that will help
a multiple number of families.’”
That approach fits within the
Learner, Servant, Storyteller model, which focuses on learning from
others, instead of trying to teach
them; serving alongside people and
helping them with common goals;
and being willing to tell your own
story and not presenting a pre-ordained script.

This model, according to Minich,
has been used for more than 20
years and is antithetical to many approaches from the American/Western context.
Preparation, training
and transformation
One of the reasons why World
Servants has been around for nearly 30 years, Minich believes, is because of the desire on the part of
many to become involved in some
type of missions work.
When a church or other organization decides to go on a missions
trip with World Servants, adequate
training is a high priority before
they leave. Making sure all the
group’s needs are met is also important. To make the trip successful—both in terms of ministry and
also in relation to logistics—everything is prepared by World Servants
prior to departure.
“We’re trying to create upfront
with those groups that you are going to be well-equipped,” Minich
said. “When you hit the ground, everything is in place. You’re trained,
you’re prepared for the cultural
crossover and you are going to be
transported. You are going to be
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fed, you are going to be housed. All
of those details are taken care of.
So it’s seamless for them.”
All they need to worry about is
travel reservations.
As with many missions trips,
transformations occur among
those being ministered to and also
among those on the trip.
“I think World Servants, along with
other like-minded missions organizations, are delivering on the promises
of God by making that experience
something that they not only can enjoy
for themselves but on that far end of
that Learner, Servant, Storyteller piece,
they can come home and people can
genuinely ask, ‘What happened?’”
Minich said.
And what actually happens is that
they were transformed and now
they will become ambassadors for
Christ, Minich believes.

For more information about World
Servants, visit www.worldservants.
org or call (612) 866-0010. World
Servants will host its 10th annual
Golf Classic on Monday, Sept. 23 at
Bearpath Golf and Country Club beginning at 10:00 a.m. More information is available at www.golfws.org.
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underprivileged children from the Twin Cities.
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U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
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Custody
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Family Law
Mediation
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Shame in the dark
One woman’s story of healing from the trauma of sexual abuse
By Scott Noble
TWIN CITIES — Katya Cole was
first sexually abused by her father
when she was five years old. Being so young, scared and afraid of
breaking up the family, however,
she “buried it down.”
Seven years later, when she was 12,
another incident with her father occurred, and “all of a sudden everything
just clicked,” she said. “In that moment,
I remembered everything and recalled
all the details.”
Sexual abuse
Each year in the U.S., upwards of
80,000 children are abused, according
to the American Academy of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry. The abuse can
take place within the family by a parent,
step-parent, sibling, or other relative or
by friends of the family.
The abuse can cause a variety of
responses on the part of victims,
from feelings of worthlessness to
low self-esteem to possibly even
thoughts of suicide.
A couple of days after the incident,
Cole told her mother what had happened. While the claim surprised her
mother, Cole’s father had a dark past
that included affairs and an addiction
to pornography. Immediately, Cole’s
mother became adamant about dealing with the abuse. They were going to
pursue justice and not sweep the issue
under the rug.
The family contacted the police.
But Cole struggled with shame as
a result of the abuse and found it
difficult to tell the detectives what
happened to her.
“I described with pictures that
they gave me,” she said. “I was able
to convey what happened without
actually speaking.”
Although the process was lengthy,
Cole’s father eventually was convicted
and sent to prison for several years.
When her father was sent to prison, Cole mourned his death.
“He didn’t physically die, but in
my life he really did,” she said.
Fallout
Cole’s family grew up in the church.
Her mother taught Sunday school, and
everything in their life appeared almost

picturesque, Cole said.
After the abuse, however, the
family struggled.
“When all of this happened, I think
it really just pulled the plug for my
family,” Cole said. “It made my mom’s
faith really hard; it made my faith really
hard. We didn’t receive a whole lot of
support from the church, which made
it more difficult because it’s easy to
reflect that on to God. Although that’s
not true, obviously.”
During the lengthy court process,
Cole and her family stopped attending
church. While Cole considered herself
a believer as a child, she no longer
called herself a Christian.
“I really just turned my back on
God,” she said.
The next several years, including
her high school years and part of college, were years spent trying to find
something that would give her worth,
acceptance.
“I really just looked for love and acceptance and worth in the only means
that I knew how,” she said. “I really
struggled with promiscuity and having
a lot of relationships back to back to
back. That’s really what I chased after
to try to confirm my worth. That was
my way of medicating. I got into drinking; I got into some not good things.”
But as they say, those attempts to
chase after fleeting things can only
last for so long.
Spiritual rebirth
During Cole’s sophomore year
in college, she had an opportunity
to study abroad. While on the trip,
she met missionaries from the U.S.,
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who, Cole said, “just really loved on
me.”
The missionaries “didn’t ask a lot
of questions about my past. I really
felt dirty and ashamed.”
She had shared with them the
abuse, but said they just demonstrated love to her and didn’t make
the abuse part of their main focus
on her.
Through that experience with
the missionaries and their unconditional love, Cole said she started to
believe again and realized, “this is
how God really is.”
She wound up going to a Bible study,
where her faith “just took off.”
However, the whole experience of
turning her life back to Christ was
overwhelming.
“I was dealing with a lot of emotions
around that,” she said. “God just really
convicted me on a lot in my life. I really
made the decision, like I don’t want to
be in these relationships. I want to try
to pursue what God wants for me. Of
course I didn’t do that perfectly, but
it started the change …”
The same year she came back to faith,
her father was released from prison.
Cole felt God tugging on her heart
to reach out to her father, letting him
know about her forgiveness.
“I wrote him a letter,” she said. “I
had his parole officer give him this
letter and show him a video. That’s
where I really reached out, and
I really wanted … I felt like I had
forgiven him in my own heart. But
I felt like there’s a piece of it that
was missing without me letting him
know that he’s forgiven.”

‘Embracing My Father’s Shadow’ will
be available for free on Kindle on
Monday, July 8.

Even though the letter wasn’t
well received, Cole believes it was
good for her to write it, “like I’d
done my part.”
Telling her story
After she graduated college, Cole
soon found a job and got married.
One night, Cole was lying in bed
jotting down notes about her life.
“Then I went to sleep,” she said.
“I woke up in the morning, and
my list wasn’t that long. That kind
of shocked me. I was really kind of
devastated. There is a lot I don’t remember about my childhood.”
In that moment, however, she
looked to her husband and said,
“God wants me to write a book.” She

felt strongly about it being a call on
her life. And the words flowed. She
finished the book in four months.
Titled “Embracing My Father’s
Shadow: Beauty from the Ruins of
Sexual Abuse,” the book tells Cole’s
story from sexual abuse to sin to
restoration.
“For me to write it, I had to relive all of it, every step of the way,”
she said. “There is a lot of joy in
that, and there is a lot of pain in
that. It was very therapeutic. But
at the same time, I knew that I was
writing with this vision of what do
I wish other women had. Or what
do I wish I had when I was going
through that.”
Cole wanted to make sure the
book didn’t cut short some of the
struggles she experienced or some
of the struggles other women in
similar situations face.
“I think a lot of times healing
is misunderstood,” she said. “It’s
thought of as point A to point B.
It’s a destination and once you get
there, everything is fine. I would
emphasize that healing is a journey,
and it’s a lifelong one. There’s a lot
of healing to be had in this lifetime.
It’s going to be ongoing. I’ve experienced a lot of healing, and I also
think there’s a lot of healing yet to
be experienced. That’s going to
come, but it’s going to come when
we seek Him face to face.”

For more information about Cole
and her book, visit www.katyacole.
com.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

THRU AUG 29
Outdoor Contemporary Worship. Thursdays 6:30pm, Calvary Lutheran Church,
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley,
free • (763) 545-5659, calvary.org

JUL 10 • WEDNESDAY
First Century Discipleship Seminars with
Dr. Edd Gross, 12noon. St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1901 Portland
Ave. S, Minneapolis • (612) 588-3103

JUL 11 • THURSDAY
First Century Discipleship Seminars with
Dr. Edd Gross, 8:30am. YWAM, 8150
20th St. SE, Buffalo • (612) 588-3103
First Century Discipleship Seminars with
Dr. Edd Gross, 3pm. Messiah Episcopal
Church, 1631 Ford Pkwy, St. Paul •
(612) 588-3103

JUL 13 • SATURDAY
Prophetic Healing and Deliverance
Service with Mohan Peters and Mattie
Austin, 6pm, Mounds View Community
Center, 5394 Edgewood Dr., Mounds
View. Sponsored by Dwelling Place of
God End Time Church • (763) 458-5163

JUL 16 • TUESDAY
Life-Skill Building Seminar with Julie Jacobs,
6:30pm. Frontier East Side Equipping
Center, 1139 Payne Ave., St. Paul • (651)
283-5116, frontierfellowship.onthecity.org
An exciting Creation Film. 7:30pm, Northwestern College, Totino Fine Arts Center,
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUL 17-20 • WED-SAT
Sonshine Festival, with TobyMac, Lecrae,
Skillet & Family Force 5. Willmar Civic
Center, 2707 Arena Dr., Willmar • (320)
235-6723, sonshinefestival.com
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JUL 18 • THURSDAY

JUL 19-21 • FRI-SUN (cont.)

AUG 7 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

Lyngblomsten Mid-Summer Festival with
arts, music, food, games & more, 2-9pm.
1415 Almond Ave., St. Paul. Free • (651)
632-5356 • lyngblomsten.org/MSF2013

• 1-800-690-7045, mnchristiancampers.
org, stcloudcampground.com

Hills, $12-15• (651) 490-1517 x13,
lutheranrenewal.org

JUL 21 • SUNDAY

AUG 7-10 • WED-SAT

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Short Meeting &
Service Project. Kids Against Hunger, 5401
Boone Ave., N New Hope • macfm.org

The Allen Family, in concert. 3pm, Park
Plaza Hotel, 4460 W 78th St. Circle,
Bloomington. Hosted by Crowne Pointe
Church • (952) 431-1949

JUL 19 • FRIDAY

JUL 21-26 • SUN-FRI

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka • (612)
866-8970

Holy Spirit Conference, with Francis
Frangipane, Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph
& Len Sweet. North Heights Lutheran
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills, free
• (651) 490-1517 x13, lutheranrenewal.
org

Homeward Bound Theatre’s Drama &
Music Summer Camp (ages 9-14 years).
Northern Pines Camp & Retreat Center,
Park Rapids. $275 • (763) 391-3754,
homewardboundtheatre.org

3rd Annual Fundraising event “From One
Old Bag to Another…Shopping for a
Cause,” 6:30-9pm. Grand Stay Hotel,
Apple Valley. $10/person. By Stonecroft
Ministries • (763) 458-9520

JUL 19-20 • FRI-SAT
“Accessing the Windows of Heaven”
how to reap benefits of tithing & offering
with Stella Payton Lockhart speaking,
Fri. 7pm & Sat. 6pm. St. Paul Lutheran,
1901 Portland, Minneapolis. By House
of Praise & Worship Church • (651)
335-3154

JUL 19-21 • FRI-SUN
MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud
Campground, 2491 2nd St. SE, St. Cloud

JUL 22-24 • MON-WED
Rethinking Evangelism: Faithful Witness
in a New Apostolic Era, with Mesfin
Ayele, Rolf Jacobson & more. Luther
Seminary, St. Paul. Sponsored by Center
for Missional Leadership • luthersem.
edu/rethinking

JUL 25-27 • THU-SAT
Sidewalk Counseling Symposium. Best
Western Premier Nicollet Inn, Burnsville.
Hosted by Pro-Life Action Ministries
(PLAM) • prolife@plam.org
JUL 26 • FRIDAY
Annual Hog Roast Supper, 5pm, St. John
Lutheran Church, 19903 56th Ave. NE,
Atwater. $5 (4-12 years old), $8 (adults)
• (320) 974-8984

JUL 27 • SATURDAY
Make Track to Galilee Car Show. 9am2:30pm, Galilee Baptist Church, 10101
Lexington Ave. N., Circle Pines, Free/
Spectators, $10/participants • (763)
784-1760

JUL 27-28 • SAT-SUN

AUG 8-10 • THU-SAT
iDisciple Basic Training Seminar with
Richard Williams, Jim Lilly & more, Thu.
1-8:30pm, Fri.-Sat. 8:30am-5pm. Hope
Lutheran Church, 5200 Emerson Ave.
N, Minneapolis. $60 • (610) 872-6865

AUG 12-16 • MON-FRI
Summer Arts Enrichment Camp, Music,
Theatre, Art & Nature. 9am-3pm, King’s
Players Children’s Theatre, 6000 Duluth St., Golden Valley, $225 • (612)
518-9942

AUG 14 • WEDNESDAY
Fellowship of Christian Business & Professional Women, luncheon. 11:30am1pm, The Women’s Club of Minneapolis,
410 Oak Grove St., Minneapolis, $25-30
• (763) 536-8055

AUG 15 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Summer Social
Event. TBD • macfm.org

AUG 16-18 • FRI-SUN
MN Christian Camping Club. St. Cloud
Campground, St. Cloud • 1-800-6907045, mnchristiancampers.org, stcloudcampground.com

AUG 18 • SUNDAY

5 Annual Miracles Happen Festival.
Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch,
Stewartville. $10-15 • (507) 533-4315

Village Schools of the Bible Open House,
3pm. Minnetonka • villageschoolsofthebible.org

JUL 28 • SUNDAY

AUG 24 • SATURDAY

Prayer Group Services & Meal. 2-5pm,
Minnesota Miracles Ministry, 11106 Sunset Trail, Plymouth, free • mmmgroup.
org, (763) 742-7687

“Charge” event for training youth &
children’s ministry with Tiger McLuen
speaking, 8:30am. Cornerstone Church,
Crystal. $19 • chargeyourministry.com

AUG 3 • SATURDAY

AUG 31 • SATURDAY

Jesus Power Healing & Deliverance
Crusade, with Rev. Eddy N. Udeh
and others. 6pm • (952) 881-2405,
resurrectionpowerchurch.org

Harvest Duathlon. 9am, Discovery Middle
School, 510 N McKay Ave., Alexandria.
Hosted by the Church for the Harvest •
(320) 759-1400, harvestduathlon.com

AUG 3-11

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN

Fringe Festival presents “A God in Love”
play. HUGE Theater, 3037 Lyndale Ave.
S, Minneapolis • (972) 386-5442, newseedtheatre.com

Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie.
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia
• harvest.org

th

AUG 7 • WEDNESDAY
Pastors’ and Leaders’ Day, with Leonard
Sweet. 1-4pm, North Heights Lutheran
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden

OCT 13-19 • SUN-SAT
Fatherheart “A” School, “Experiencing
The Father’s Love.” Spirit Life Church,
221 Lake St. N, Big Lake. $395-425
• (763) 262-LIFE
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Service project on
agenda for facility group
BLOOMINGTON — The Minnesota Association of Church Facility Managers will hold its next
monthly meeting on Thursday, July
18 at Cedarcrest Church in Bloomington. This month’s meeting will
be a service project to help address
some of Cedarcrest’s needs, including painting, roofing, landscaping
and sheetrock work.
The service project will utilize
two shifts: 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., with
lunch served between the two shifts.
The group meets monthly for fellowship, networking, professional
development and resource sharing.
The membership is a broad spectrum of large facilities with several
staff members and small churches
with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the
group and its monthly meetings,
visit www.macfm.org.

Theatre camp
set for late July
PARK RAPIDS — Homeward
Bound Theatre Company will host
a drama music summer camp July
21 – 26 at Northern Pines Camp
and Retreat Center in Park Rapids.
The camp is designed for those 9 to
14 years old.
The theatre company aims to
“creatively impact the world for
Christ.”
Registration for the camp is
$275, which includes room, board
and meals.
For more information, call (763)
391-3754 or email mail@homewardboundtheatre.org.

Open house for
Bible ministry
MINNETONKA
—
Village
Schools of the Bible (VSB), a ministry dedicated to training people in
the Bible, will hold an open house
for its ministry partners and students on Sunday, Aug. 18 at 3:00
p.m. at its offices in Minnetonka.
The open house will include information on what the ministry is doing.
Each year, VSB offers a variety of
classes on the Bible, including its
popular cover to cover class, which
looks at the Bible from beginning
to end.
To learn more about VSB and its
open house, visit www.villageschoolsofthebible.org or call (952) 5409460.

Church to host Holy
Spirit Conference
ARDEN HILLS — North Heights
Lutheran Church will host the Holy
Spirit Conference—“Come, Follow
Me”—Aug. 7 – 10. Speakers at the
event include Francis Frangipane,
Rick Joyner, Larry Randolph and
Len Sweet.
Wednesday, Aug. 7 is pastors and

leaders day, with a talk by Sweet titled “Always a Follower First.”
All general sessions are free.
Nursery, a children’s program and
a teens’ program are available.
For more information, including
registration, visit www.lutheranrenewal.org or call (651) 490-1517 ext. 13.

Volunteer ministry to
highlight one-day event
CRYSTAL — Cornerstone Church
in Crystal will host the one-day event
Charge on Saturday, Aug. 24 beginning at 8:30 a.m. The event will focus
on training for youth and children’s
ministry, as well as dealing with discipline, small group leadership and
relationship building with kids.
Tiger McLuen of Youth Leadership will give the keynote address.
Registration starts at $19.
For more information or to register,
visit www.chargeyourministry.com.

‘A god in love’ to
play at Fringe Festival
MINNEAPOLIS — While the
Minnesota Fringe Festival might
not be the first place one would expect to see a Bible-based play, this
year the event, which is one of the
oldest and largest fringe festivals in
the country, will host the play “A
god in love.”
The play, written by Nathaniel
Norton, is “not about good versus
evil or us versus them,” he said, via
a media release. “It’s about love. It’s
a romantic comedy of sorts. God
makes girl. God loses girl. God gets
girl back.”
In the production, Norton plays
more than 20 different biblical
characters from Moses to Adam to
Jesus to Jezebel.
The play will be performed on
Saturday, Aug. 3 at 1:00 p.m.; Sunday, Aug. 4 at 7:00 p.m.; Wednesday, Aug. 7 at 10:00 p.m.; Thursday,
Aug. 8 at 8:30 p.m.; and Sunday,
Aug. 11 at 5:30 p.m.
For additional information on
Norton, his New Seed Theatre and
about the play, visit www.newseedtheatre.com.

Conference to
address evangelism
SAINT PAUL — Luther Seminary will host the Rethinking Evangelism conference July 22 – 24,
sponsored by the Center for Missional Leadership. The event is
designed to reclaim “evangelism
as a central practice for Christians
today.”
“Many church members today
recognize that evangelism is vitally
necessary for the church to have a
future amidst widespread decline,”
said Dwight Zscheile, assistant professor of congregational mission
and leadership at Luther Seminary,
via a media release. “At the same
time, few prospects provoke greater
dread and discomfort. This conference offers an opportunity to reframe evangelism in a grounded,

holistic, accessible way for a new
apostolic age.”
The conference will feature wellknown preachers, teachers and
pastors, who will “explore what it
means to witness to the Good News
of Jesus Christ in an increasingly diverse and pluralistic society.”
For more information about
Rethinking Evangelism and to register, visit www.luthersem.edu/rethinking.

Auction to benefit
women’s outreach
APPLE VALLEY — Stonecroft
Ministries, an organization committed to outreach among women
through events, speaker training,
community service and evangelism,
will hold its 3rd annual fundraising
event “From One Old Bag to Another … Shopping for a Cause” on
Friday, July 19 from 6:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at the Grand Stay Hotel
in Apple Valley.
The event will include desserts,
and live and silent auctions of used
purses, jewelry and scarves.
Registration is $10 per person or
$75 for a table of eight.
To donate or RSVP, call (763)
458-9520 or email kwhite@stonecroft.org. For more information
about Stonecroft Ministries, visit
www.stonecroft.org.

STEWARTVILLE — The 5th annual Miracles Happen Festival
will take place July 27 – 28 at the
Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch
in Stewartville. Proceeds from the
weekend event will go toward weekends and retreats for soldiers and
their spouses.
This year’s festival will include a
4k run, a classic car show and other
family-friendly events. Headliners
are Jamie Grace, Josh Wilson and
Tony Melendez.
Registration is $15 for adults and
$10 for youth 18 and under. Children under 5 are free.
For more information, visit www.
miraclelodge.com or call (507)
533-4315.

Tithing and offerings
are focus of event
MINNEAPOLIS — House of
Prayer Praise and Worship Church
will host “Accessing the Windows of
Heaven: How to Reap the Benefits
of Tithing and Offering” on Friday,
July 19 at 7:00 p.m. and on Saturday, July 20 at 6:00 p.m. The guest
speaker is Stella Payton Lockhart.
No childcare will be provided for
the event.
For more information, call (612)
335-3154.

Ministries (PLAM) is sponsoring
a sidewalk counseling symposium
July 25 – 27 at the Best Western
Premier Nicollet Inn in Burnsville.
The event is designed “to promote
and encourage sidewalk counseling

across the country.”
Some of the topics that will be
covered include “Spiritual Foundations of Sidewalk Counseling”; “Legal Rights of Sidewalk Counselors”;
“Commanding the Sidewalk”; “Purpose, Focus and Essence of Sidewalk Counseling” and others.
For more information on the
symposium including registration,
visit www.plam.org or email prolife@plam.org.

iDisciple training
seminar coming to town
MINNEAPOLIS — Hope Lutheran Church in Minneapolis will
host the iDisciple Basic Training
Seminar Aug. 8 – 10. The aim of
the event is to help participants initiate disciple making movements as
outlined in the book “Miraculous
Movements” by Jerry Trousdale.
For more information, call (610)
872-6865 ext. 117 or visit www.
cityteam.org/idisciple.

Potluck planned for
single parent group
PLYMOUTH — The Single Parent Christian Fellowship will hold its
monthly social on Friday, July 19 at 6:30
p.m. at West Medicine Lake Park. This
month’s event will include a potluck
followed by volleyball and games.
Those who attend are encouraged to bring a dish to share, paper
products, utensils and a beverage.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Local Hmong man
becomes Episcopal
priest
SAINT PAUL — According to
the St. Paul “Pioneer Press,” the
Rev. Toua Vang recently became
the first Hmong to be ordained as
priest in the Episcopal Church. The
ordination ceremony took place
late last month.
Vang arrived in the U.S. from
Laos and Thailand and attends
Church of the Holy Apostles, the
only Hmong majority Episcopal
Church in the world, according to
the article.
For more information about
Church of the Holy Apostles, visit
www.holyapostles-stpaul.org.

Mary Beth Carlson
Booking Events for 2013-14
#ONCERTS s 7OMENS -INISTRY %VENTS s "ENElTS s 2ETREATS
“When my friend Mary Beth Carlson shares her ministry of music, it will always be
powerful, professional, yet very personal! Through the weaving of songs and stories,
Mary Beth draws the listener into the extraordinary fellowship she enjoys with her
precious Savior. I highly recommend her ministry for your church or women’s event!”
Joni Eareckson Tada - Founder and CEO of Joni and Friends Ministry

www.marybethcarlson.com

SAINT PAUL — The Frontier
East Side Equipping Center will
host a life-skill building seminar
on Tuesday, July 16 at 6:30 p.m.
at 1139 Payne Avenue in St. Paul.
The event will focus on personal
and mental health and will help
participants “set realistic goals and
make healthy choices regarding
career, family, finances, safety and
health matters,” according to an
announcement from organizers.
Julie Jacobs, who is a RN, will
lead the free event.
For additional information, call
(651) 283-5116.

Group sponsors
sidewalk counseling
Event to raise money for
training
soldiers and spouses
BURNSVILLE — Pro-life Action

National Recording Artist, Speaker and Author

   s MARYBETH MARYBETHCARLSONCOM

Life skill building
seminar offered

Crowne Pointe Church

Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

The Allen Family

3UNDAY *ULY   s  PM
at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington
Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Pre-concert music provided by
The Harbingers Quartet
Beginning at 2:15 p.m.

Call for free tickets – 952-431-1949
A freewill offering will be taken
Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
952-334-0444
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‘Joseph’ returns to Chanhassen Dinner Theatre
CHANHASSEN — The popular
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” production has
returned to the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre (CDT) through Sept.
21. The play is a secular version of
the life of the biblical character Joseph, who was sold by his brothers
into slavery and believed dead by
their father until Joseph became a
leader in Egypt and eventually reconciled with his brothers.
“‘Joseph’ was a monumental success for us,” said CDT President and
Resident Artistic Director Michael
Brindisi, via a media release. “When
we closed it in 2007, there were people who we had to turn away, which
is a rarity. We also thought it would
be a marvelous summertime show
for our family audiences because it
appeals to every age group, so we
brought it back for a summertime
run in 2009. Given its strong track
record for attracting audiences, it
was determined the original production would be restaged with a
new cast in 2013.”
The play was created by Tim Rice
and Andrew Lloyd Webber and includes more than 20 major produc-

tion numbers.
This year, two Bethel University
alumni, Ruth Ann Heyward and
Wes Mouri, are in the cast. Being
cast so young in a production at a
professional theatre company like
Chanhassen is a rarity, according to
organizers.
Each performance, Brindisi will
select one young boy or girl from
the audience to appear on stage
during the entire performance.
The selected child will also get to
take photos with the cast after the
show.
“When we did this the last time,”
Brindisi said, “it was a big hit with
everyone: kids and their families
alike. Every night it becomes a
slightly different show, and the kids
get to be the stars.”
“Joseph” will run eight times a
week through Sept. 21.

For more information about the
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre and its
production of “Joseph,” including
show times and tickets, visit www.
chanhassendt.com.

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge

ven H. Aden, who is co-counsel
in Walker v. Jesson. “The reporting
statistics clearly demonstrate this.
In addition, 40 percent of the
abortions are being committed on
African Americans even though
they make up only 5 percent of
the state’s population. Our clients
rightfully and understandably want
to stop this from continuing.”

lease from the group.
For more information or to file
an AOR, call World Relief’s Immigration Department at (612) 2432956. For more information about
World Relief Minnesota, visit www.
worldreliefmn.org.

Group announces family
reunification efforts
RICHFIELD — World Relief
Minnesota recently announced it
will begin taking appointments to
complete Affiliate of Relationship
(AOR) applications. The group
said the refugee sponsorship program is temporarily reopened for
families from the former Soviet
Union. Applications will be accepted through Sept. 15.
Residents of the U.S. who were
likely targets of persecution in the
former Soviet republics will receive
interview preference, and this will
include the categories “Jews, Evangelical Christians, Ukrainian Catholics and members of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church
who have immediate relatives in
the U.S.,” according to a news re-

TWIN CITIES — Dr. Ed Gross
will give three seminars in the Twin
Cities this month on first century
discipleship.
The seminars will address issues of
discipleship, including: “What were the
essential characteristics of a disciple as
understood at that time, and how does
it differ from what current Christian
think?”; “What changes have to happen in us for us to become ‘disciples
of Jesus Christ?’”; and “How will this
change the world?”
The first seminar is on Wednesday, July 10 at noon at St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Minneapolis. The second is on
Thursday, July 11 at 8:30 a.m. in
Buffalo, and the final seminar is
at 3:00 p.m. on July 11 at Messiah
Episcopal Church in St. Paul.
For more information, call (612)
588-3103.

AUTOMOBILES

HOUSING FOR RENT

ROOMS FOR RENT

KenRay buys all used cars. $ Cash for you, No risk.
Call KenRay (651) 398-7388 (3-7).

Cozy 1 bedroom. Bus, light rail, security building,
near mall, YWCA, $650. (612) 242-8167. Lake
St. and 20th.

Female Christian to share home with mom/2 kids,
garage, Internet included. $600 per mo. By Concordia and Northwestern colleges. mawoods07@
gmail.com.

Judge dismisses
abortion lawsuit
MINNEAPOLIS — In May, a
trial judge dismissed a lawsuit that was
originally filed by Alliance Defending
Freedom last November, which alleged
the state of Minnesota is using unauthorized funds for elective abortions.
The lawsuit was filed on behalf of two
African American Minnesota taxpayers. Attorneys for the plaintiffs filed
an appeal last month.
“The critical taxpayer dollars of
Minnesotans should not be used
for medically unnecessary abortions, nor should such funding be
used to take the lives of more African American babies than other
babies,” said lead counsel Chuck
Shreffler, via a media release.
“The Minnesota Supreme Court
was clear in ruling that taxpayers
should not be stuck with the bill for
abortions ‘on demand.’”
The attorneys claim that taxpayers paid for thousands of abortions
over the last decade that were not
medically necessary, thus, they believe, violating state law.
“The state is funding medically
unnecessary abortions in violation
of state law,” said Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Counsel Ste-

Group offers
discipleship seminars

Ministry Employment Opportunities

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Program Staff (MINNEAPOLIS CAMPUS)
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
EDUCATION

Men’s Program Manager (NORTHLAND CAMPUS - DULUTH)
Experienced individual needed to manage the daily operations of the men’s
program. Position is responsible for client evaluations, staff supervision, communication with government agencies, and provision of spiritual care to program clients. Minimum requirements: excellent written & verbal communication skills, knowledge of MS Ofﬁce software, bachelor’s degree or equivalent
experience in a management position. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts. Please
email or fax your resume to HR at 218.740.4330 or northland@mntc.org.

For complete up-to-date job, internship
and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

SERVICES

Part-time or live-in aide. Assist female quadriplegic
with daily cares and Christian ministry. Driver’s
license. No experience necessary – will train.
Flexible hours. Nice neighborhood, St. Paul. Jean
(651) 690-0645.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

FLAGS
Quality flags for sale. U.S., International and church
flags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service.
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Diabetics: Changing meters? Sell your test strips
for cash. Only unexpired, unopened. No Medicare.
No Medicaid. Call “JD” at (952) 513-4382.

engage your faith

Share the Gospel training. If you would like to share
the Gospel, but have never had any training, we can
help you. If you are a Bible believing Christian, we
will teach you four easy to learn methods. (612)
202-0842. Street Ambassadors for Jesus Christ.
2 Cor. 5:20, PGA100@msn.com

PERSONAL FINANCES
Building Wealth God’s Way. A six-week Christian
wealth building course designed to teach and help
you break the curse of poverty, get out of debt,
and prosper financially. Write for free information:
WKCG, Dept. CE-6, P.O. Box 29879, Brooklyn
Center, MN 55429.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.
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iLa has gone viral. www.iLivingApp.com/watch.
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Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
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We help you FIND what you NEED…

Beating back the doubts

from people you trust!

Book deals with talking back to ‘your inner atheist’
By Scott Noble

2013 edition
now available

“The Skeptical Believer: Telling
Stories to Your Inner Atheist”
By Daniel Taylor, Bog Walk
Press, © 2013, St. Paul,
Minnesota, 373 pages

GET YOUR COPY TODAY.

As believers, we are accustomed
to hearing that “still, small voice.”
That voice is often described as a
nudge from the Holy Spirit, alerting us to God’s presence or in some
way directing us toward a certain
decision or just providing comfort
during a difficult time.
Yet many believers also have a still,
small voice that doesn’t ultimately
confirm the presence of God. No,
this voice often takes on the role of
doubter, pessimist, skeptic.
Daniel Taylor, in his new book
“The Skeptical Believer: Telling
Stories to Your Inner Atheist” gives
that voice a designation or description: the inner atheist.
If you’ve been a Christian long
enough, you have experienced
some derivation of this inner atheist. It’s that deep-rooted voice or
intuition that occasionally makes
itself known and questions some
component of your faith—or even
your entire belief system.
The voice might say, “Do you really believe that the Bible is God’s
inspired word and not just some
great literature?” or “Science has
pretty much explained our world.
You don’t still cling to the notion
that God created everything, do
you?” or “Is my prayer really being
heard by anyone, or am I just talking to myself?”
But having those occasional
doubts is somewhat different than
the lifestyle of “skeptical believers.”
Taylor spent many years as a
professor of English at Bethel University and has written 10 books,
including “The Myth of Certainty”;
“Letters to My Children”; and “Tell
Me a Story.”
He believes that many people
could describe themselves as skeptical believers, himself included.
“It is not the best way to believe,”
he writes, “there being no single
best way … [Skeptical believers often have their skepticism overpower their belief. They are prone to
dark periods when beliefs, if possible, hang on a thread …. Encouraging spiritual highs are followed by
new rounds of analysis and doubtfilled lows.”
That can sound pretty depressing. Some people seem wired to
adopt belief systems—whatever
they may be—and doubt rarely
seeps in, while others, like skeptical
believers, are daily buffeted against
the rocks of despair and the beaches of comfort—in nearly equal measure.
Yet there is hope. Taylor argues
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Daniel Taylor calls himself “a Christian
humanist with a fondness for the life
of the mind, spiritual pilgrimage, and
salty snacks.”

that even though he—and many
others—experience more doubts
than others, one way to counter
the skeptical believer inside us is
to apply the concept of story to our
beliefs.
“I believe faith is best thought
of, defended and lived out in terms
of story, but also I believe that the
Christian story, stated in its biblical and creedal simplicity, is God’s
story (therefore reality’s story) and
that all deviations from that story
are (with God being the judge, not
me or you), to the extent that they
deviate, distortions of the story.”
Each of us is living within our
own story and also relating directly
to the ultimate story: God’s story.
“I believe uniquely because my
story is unique,” Taylor writes. “I
believe like others because our
stories are rooted in God’s story, I
doubt uniquely because my story is
unique. I doubt like others because
there are recurring patterns in the
human condition that cause us to
question whether life is meaningful
or good.”
Taylor writes with ease and includes numerous personal examples and experiences that lend cre-

dence to his work. “The Skeptical
Believer” is approachable and engaging, albeit somewhat long—at
373 pages—for some. By the end,
readers will track with Taylor’s thesis of the importance of story for
understanding doubt and its link to
the human condition.
By inserting our unique story
within the context of the larger
Christian story, Taylor hopes believers will be better able to make sense
of their successes, failures, struggles
and doubts.
While not being an enthusiast of
propositions, Taylor offers one at
the end of the book: “‘You should
not commit yourself to any story for
your life that is not itself worth the
spending of the only life you have.’
You are spending your life on some
story, whether you have identified it
or not. You only get one life. Is the
story you are spending it on worth
the value of your only life? If not,
change your story.”

To purchase “The Skeptical
Believer,” visit a LifeWay Christian
Store or go online. For more
information about Daniel Taylor, visit
www.wordtaylor.com.
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Twin Cities Christian Directory in PRINT and ONLINE!

www.twincitieschristiandirectory.com

Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

▲ Media Relations
▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com
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COUNSELING
Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP
Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
Most insurances accepted
Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE
#HASKA s -APLE 'ROVE

(952) 974-3999

A C  NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.
No one is turned away due to the inability to pay.
7E ALSO ACCEPT MANY INSURANCE PLANS

(763) 566-0088
WWWCHRISTIANRECOVERYCENTERORG
2OCKFORD
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Hassle-free Estimates
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(612) 221-0362

www.northlandcounseling.us

Counseling Care
Professional Christian Counselors
)NDIVIDUAL &AMILY  -ARRIAGE #OUNSELING
-OST INSURANCES !CCEPTED

East Metro (651) 379-0444
South Metro (952) 892-8495
www.bachmanncounseling.com

Referrals available upon request

You may also request a free
copy to be mailed to you by
calling (763) 746-2468 x0
or sending a request to
info@christianexaminer.com with
your name and mailing address.
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Resurrection Power Church International
(Miracle Center)
presents

Jesus Power Healing & Deliverance Crusade
SPEAKERS

Rev. Eddy N. Udeh
Including other
great ministers of God
MUSIC
Resurrection Power Church
International Praise
& Worship Team
Guest Performance
The Fire Keepers Band

Guest Artist:

Life Voices

Featuring

WHEN: Saturday, August 3rd, 6:00 pm
Sunday, August 4th, 10:00 am
WHERE: Richﬁeld Education Center (auditorium)
7001 Elliot Ave. S, Richﬁeld 55423
For more information, please call (952) 881-2405
www.resurrectionpowerchurch.org

s Salvation for Sinners
s Deliverance from Satanic Oppression
s Healing from all Kinds of Sickness
s Financial Breakthrough
s Fruit of the Womb
Testimonies from previous programs: most of the people who
attended the last program were visited by God and they were
mightily blessed. The Lord also visited most of the women who
were in need of the fruit of the womb and now they are mothers.

BIBLICAL GREEK & OLD TESTAMENT HEBREW

Twin Cities Biblical Languages Paideia
29 th Year (2013-2014)

(Instruction / Training)

Come and learn with us at a low cost, mostly for books
Sundays beginning Sept. 8

Beneﬁts of Greek Study

1. Knowledge of the Greek
manuscripts on which
the New Testament is
based and the methods
of scholars who work
with them.
2. Insight on how the
Bible came through the
centuries to us today.
3. To make sense of the
apparatus of the Greek
New Testament and the
competing texts.
4. Enhanced Bible study.
5. Increased knowledge
of the New Testament
world.
NOTE: as these courses are
considered Sunday School
classes, only a nominal fee
is paid by the participants.
They pay only for the books
and helps which they keep
for themselves. Also, $25
is suggested for xeroxing
costs and $1 per session is
suggested this year, mainly
to cover instructor travel
costs.

*The schedule is
subject to change

Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. Beginning Hebrew
9:50 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Hebrew / Book of Samuel (cont.)
11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Intermediate Greek
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)
using Culy & Parsons resource
Brookdale Covenant, North Minneapolis — Rm TBA
2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Beginning Hebrew
(Call 612–396–9986
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Intermediate Hebrew for info on any of
5:45 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Beginning Greek
these three classes)
David Reynold's Home
7:00 p.m.
Beginning Greek

Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 10
Berean Baptist Church, Burnsville — Rm 108
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Beginning Greek

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 11
Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Beginning Greek

Instructor

Rev. Charles J. Gustafson, B.A., B.D., M.A.
Chuck has taught New Testament Greek for the past 28 years at Berean
Church in Burnsville, and more recently at other Twin City churches. He
also taught N.T. Greek at Northwestern College. His M.A. is in Ancient
History from the University of Minnesota and his B.D. from Bethel
Seminary. His B.A. is in History from the University of Washington.

Associate Instructors
Louis Sorenson

Rich Bosshardt

B.A. Pillsbury College,
major in Bible, minor in
Education; B.A. U of M,
majors in Greek, Linguistics,
and Near Eastern Studies

M.A. New Testament, Luther
Seminary, Graduate courses,
Bethel Seminary, Self-taught Greek
and Latin, B.S. Civil Engineering,
University of Minnesota

David Reynolds
B.A. New Testament
Studies, minor in N.T.
Greek, Post B.A. classes
at Macalaster College,
St. Paul

Chawna Schroeder

Chris Bunnell

Greg Franz

Years of experience in N.T.
Greek and O.T. Hebrew,
Master Certiﬁcate of
Christian Studies at
Masters level

Author; 11 years Greek,
8 years Hebrew

8 years Greek,
Computer Tech

Thursdays beginning Sept. 12
Wooddale Church of Eden Prairie — Rm TBA
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Advanced Greek — Book of Acts (cont.)
using Culy & Parsons resource
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. Ecclesiastical Latin
The above schedule may by expanded or adjsusted.

To register or for a brochure,
contact Rev. Chuck Gustafson at
952.236.9578
or email gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl

