
By Scott Noble

ANOKA — As many local high 
school students are anticipating 
graduation or summer break, stu-
dents involved with the Christian 
group Catalyst have had to spend 
their last few months of the school 

year defending their organization 
against complaints that the group 
is not student-led. The students, all 
who attend schools in the state’s 
largest school district—Anoka-
Hennepin—were recently faced 
with complaints of outside infl u-
ence on the group and harassment. 

Catalyst was founded in January 
of 2011 at Blaine High School. 
Since then, the group has grown 
from 40 students in one school to 
more than 15 different schools and 
more than 500 students, according 
to a YouTube video from Jean Diaz, 
one of Catalyst’s student founders 
and current leaders.

According to the group’s web-
site, “Catalyst groups are about 
students leading for Jesus. Each 
Catalyst group at each school is 
led and run completely by students 
who want to make Christ the cata-
lyst in our lives and in our schools.” 

While each group may be some-
what different, the basic compo-
nents of a Catalyst group, according 
to its website, include messages, 
worship, community groups, gos-

pel presentations, prayer time, fel-
lowship and the use of technology 
“unto the glory of God.”

Earlier this year, a parent of a 
student at the Anoka-Hennepin 
School District complained to 
school offi cials about what she 
believed to be outside infl uence 

on Catalyst, a potential violation 
of the Federal Equal Access Act, 
which prevents such activity.

In addition to the requirement 
that student groups be “student-
initiated,” the Act states that 
“persons from the community 
may not ‘direct, conduct, control 
or regularly attend activities of 
student groups.’”

The charge brought by the par-
ent was that Dan Buschow, founder 
and executive director of Allies 
Ministries, which is a youth ministry 
organization that has been oper-
ating for more than two decades 
in the Twin Cities, was providing 
direction and undue support to 
the group.  

Buschow, who has been in youth 
ministry for more than three de-
cades, denied the charge of undue 
infl uence on the group, saying, 
“Catalyst is the most—I’ve done 
this a long time—student-driven 
thing I’ve ever seen. It’s been on 
purpose.” 
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Community
Local Christian 
college students 
head to Appalachia

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — Troy and Sara 
Groves met Charlie Peacock many 
years ago. Peacock produced one 
of recording artist Sara Groves’ 
albums nearly a decade ago, but 
it was more than just Peacock’s 
producing abilities that drew the 
local couple to him. 

“When we pulled up to their 
[Charlie Peacock and his wife 
Andi Ashworth] house to work on 
the music, we’d been told they live 
in a place called the Art House,” 
Troy Groves recalled. “We pulled 
up, and it was a 100-year-old 

church [that they had made into 
their home]. There was just some-
thing that we felt that resonated 

with us.”
Founded in 1991, the Art House 

in Nashville is a place where artists 
of various stripes gather for food, 
hospitality, conversation and 
“imaginative creativity.” Its goal 
is to create a space for people to 
explore the connections between 
art and faith.

“There was just something that 
we felt that resonated with us,” 
Troy said.

Through the years, Troy and Sara 
continued to visit the Art House in 
Nashville when they were in town 

The intersection of art and faith
Art House North provides conversation 
and community for Twin Cities’ artists

Troy and Sara Groves recently purchased 
an old St. Paul church and have begun 
to transform it into the Art House North.

Sara Groves is a nationally-known 
songwriter and recording artist 
based. She has recorded more than 
10 albums and has had multiple 
Dove Award nominations.

See ART HOUSE, page 3

Student ministry gets 
OK to continue on local 
high school campus
Catalyst was subject of complaint 
that charged it wasn’t student-led

By Scott Noble

SHAKOPEE — Seventeen years 
ago, Paul and Lori Strong—while 
engaged—were working in secular 
organizations, but they felt called 
by God to do something else; they 
just weren’t sure what.

“We realized there was just a hole 
somewhere, there was a gap some-
where,” Lori Strong recalled. “We 
didn’t know where; we just thought 
like there’s a gap or there is some-
body who needed something that 
we had in terms of teaching parent-
ing.”

Lori had been teaching parent-
ing classes, and the couple had a 
contact at the Shakopee women’s 
prison.

“We went over there and inter-
viewed with them and said, ‘We’d 
like to teach parenting here,’” Lori 

Program offers mentoring to female inmates

Suzanne Richardson and Carol Greenlee serve as Sister’s Keepers to women as 
they learn to live again outside of prison.

said. Prison offi cials told them, 
“We’ll try you out for six weeks and 
see how it goes.”

The couple founded the organi-
zation Parenting With Purpose and 
began teaching parenting classes 
together before splitting up their 
teaching duties: Paul taught at the 
men’s prison in Faribault and Lori 
continued to teach at Shakopee. 
While teaching the classes, they 
eventually realized “there is a whole 
family on the outside that was ex-
pecting people to come home the 
same way,” Lori said. “We needed to 
work with the family to say, ‘This is 
what’s different about them.’”

That realization led them to 
develop the Sister’s Keeper ini-
tiative under the Parenting With 
Purpose umbrella, which matches 

See SISTER’S KEEPER, page 11
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Arrangements by Golden Eagle Travel & Tours

Join Tom Stolz of the Old Log Theater for an encore tour “on location” in the Judean Wilder-
ness, at the shore of the Galilee, on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, as the story of Jesus 

comes alive through the rich language of the King James Version of 
Mark’s Gospel. As in Mark, we begin at the Jordan River site where 
Jesus was baptized. Tom presents the words of the Gospel at the 
sites where the events took place. The trip includes a focus on the 
archeological evidence, some newly uncovered. The story comes 
alive like never before! $3,795* per person from MSP.

A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land
February 28 to March 10, 2013

The role of women in the Bible is strong. On this tour, designed exclusively for women, experience the Holy Land 
looking at the sites & stories from a woman’s perspective, seeking insight into God’s message to each of us as we 

seek Him. It is a time to refl ect & grow in our faith as we visit places, many connected to biblical women, where Jesus 
walked, taught & performed miracles. It is an experience of a lifetime! We are pleased to have Kris Causton as our 
spiritual leader in Israel. An ordained minister in the Evangelical Covenant Church, Kris’ gifted teaching & storytelling 
enhances our time together in the Holy Land. $3,875* per person from MSP.

The Gospel According to St. Mark — An Encore Tour to Israel
February 10 to 20, 2013

For brochures & registration forms, please call, email or visit
www.goldeneagletravelgroup.com

Three areas of development:  
Leadership 

 

 Fish farm - 12 ponds  
 in the village of Adagya

Join our team...  
3 cents buys a fish for the fish farm.  
$180 stocks an entire pond.

Ponds provide income for the village to help with 
and  

Operation Dignity International  
serving in Ghana, West Africa 

For more information, contact Kathy Sullivan, Executive Director

763-432-0543
www.operationdignityinternational.org

We are also available for speaking engagements

Part of the mission of Allies 
Ministries is to help provide con-
nections and networks for youth 
workers and youth organizations. 

In a letter to the school board, 
Buschow wrote that Allies Minis-
tries supports Catalyst “but in no 
way leads these Catalyst groups. 
One, we connect students from 
different churches to start and 
lead Catalyst groups at 
their schools, rallying 
prayer support from 
parents and other 
concerned adults. 
Two, we financially 
support them by pro-
viding for the student-
created materials, re-
sources, posters and 
web domain.”

School offi cials and 
others initially seemed 
to mistakenly charac-
terize Allies Ministries 
as a church and not as 
a nonprofi t organiza-
tion, which possibly 
made the issue more confusing.  

“[The accusations were that] 
Allies, a church, was running this 
ministry on campus and as a result 
of Allies being a church, there 
is the church/state separation,” 
Buschow said.

The harassment claim against 
the group, according to Buschow, 
involved a Catalyst student invit-
ing another student to a Catalyst 
event. The student fi led a harass-
ment claim through her mother, 
and that’s when Catalyst began to 
undergo scrutiny.

In the same YouTube video, 
Diaz responded to the harassment 
claim.

“Let it be known,” he said, “Cata-
lyst does not support, encourage or 
condone harassment in any way.”

At a school board meeting on 
April 30, while the future of Catalyst 
was still undergoing discussion, 
Melissa Thompson addressed the 
board members, stating that she 
has been concerned with Catalyst 
for more than a year and a half.

“Concerned about their overt 
recruitment tactics and disrespect 
of the religious rights of other 
students by their continued ha-
rassment of students week after 
week, month after month to try 
and coerce them into coming to a 

meeting and ultimately accepting 
Jesus,” she said in her prepared 
remarks.

After Thompson concluded her 
time, nine Catalyst students and 
Buschow addressed the school 
board, each one telling the board 
that Catalyst is a student-led organi-
zation and is not unduly infl uenced 
by Allies Ministries or Buschow. 

Diaz told the board, “Every single 
school [where Catalyst operates] is 
student led.” Diaz then read por-
tions of the group’s constitution 

to the school board in 
an effort to convince 
them that they are not 
infl uenced by outside 
forces.

The students, from 
various schools, told 
the school board 
members that they 
spend hours each 
week developing and 
producing their own 
messages, posters and 
worship gatherings. 
One of the students 
said he felt fl attered 
that people thought 
the materials they pre-

pared were done by outside forces, 
encouraged that others noticed the 
quality of what they did.

Regarding the claims of outside 
infl uence on preparing, develop-
ing and producing materials, Bus-
chow said he never has and never 
will be involved in those activities.

Buschow believe critics misun-
derstood the issue.

“[School offi cials] basically were 
saying that if you’re a Christian per-
son, it’s illegal—in what they were 
saying—for you to infl uence a stu-
dent to go and infl uence his peers 
for Christ,” he said. “In essence 
that’s what was happening. If I’m a 
coach or if I’m directing these kids 
and then they are going and actual-
ly doing something with their faith 
at school, then that is wrong. I felt 
like [I was] fi ghting for every youth 
pastor, every pastor, everybody that 
has ever wanted to infl uence a kid.” 

After the letters, meetings, vid-
eos and articles, the school board 
eventually decided not to suspend 
Catalyst or limit the group in any 
way.

For more information about Cata-
lyst, visit www.catalystcoalition.org. 
For more information about Allies 
Ministries, visit www.alliesnet.com.

CATALYST…
Continued from page 1

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — On May 19, the 
St. Paul Area Synod Assembly of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA) adopted a res-
olution opposing the Minnesota 
Marriage Protection Amendment. 
The amendment, which will go to 
voters this November, defi nes mar-
riage constitutionally in the state as 
between one man and one woman.

Polls have consistently shown vot-
ers nearly equally divided on the 
issue, with several polls showing 
those in favor of the amendment 
with slightly more support.

In its resolution, the St. Paul 
Area Synod cited the ELCA’s “Hu-
man Sexuality: Gift and Trust” state-
ment as support for its resolution to 
oppose the marriage amendment.

In addition, the Minneapolis 
Area Synod of the ELCA recently 
announced its decision to oppose 
the Minnesota Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment, stating “that the 
Minneapolis Area Synod meeting 
in assembly opposes the Minnesota 
state constitutional amendment on 

marriage proposed for the 2012 
general ballot that would prevent 
one group of committed couples 
and their families from pursuing 
ordinary legislative or legal means 
to gain the support and protections 
afforded to all other …”

The two Mainline Protestant syn-
ods’ resolutions were not a surprise 
to many religious observers and are 
not binding on church members. 

The Minnesota North District of The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, a 
more evangelical-friendly denomina-
tion, recently adopted a resolution in 
support of the Minnesota Marriage 
Protection Amendment.

Its statement read: “The reso-
lution urges members of the 
M[innesota] North District to 
support the Marriage Protection 
Amendment. This amendment to 
the Minnesota Constitution will 
come to a public vote on Novem-
ber 6, 2012. The amendment de-
fi nes marriage as the union of one 
man and one woman. The assembly 
unanimously approved its support 
of this amendment.”

According to a news release from 

Minnesota for Marriage, the Rev. 
Don Fondow, president of the Min-
nesota North District, said: “Mar-
riage is a foundation of society that 
aids the state in carrying out its role 
of providing order and stability in 
society, and social evidence estab-
lishes that children do best when 
raised by their married mother and 
father. While the purpose of the 
church is not to impose Christian 
truths on the government, it does 
have the responsibility to confess 
and uphold the teachings of God’s 
Word. Thus, on this issue all Dis-
trict pastors are encouraged to 
preach and teach on the purpose 
and importance of marriage and 
the need to protect the institution 
of marriage.”

Other denominational groups 
that hold meetings before the No-
vember vote will likely also vote on 
some type of resolution declaring 
their position on the amendment.

Lutherans weigh in on marriage amendment

For more information about 
Minnesota for Marriage, visit 
www.minnesotaformarriage.com.

Dan Buschow is founder 
and executive director 
of Allies Ministries, an 
organization focused on 
networking youth leaders 
and organizations.
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“I love cfaith!”

visit us today!

for music-related purposes. One of 
the things that attracted the couple 
to the Art House was its family feel, 
where conversations among a wide 
variety of people would occur around 
the dinner table.

“Andi would host dinner, and 
whoever was in town, you would 
just fi nd yourself at the table with 
maybe … a Country [Music] new 
act of some sort and then an author 
from Washington, D.C., and then a 
designer from New York City and 
someone from International Jus-
tice Mission,” Troy said. “Nashville 
is kind of a stop-over for a lot of 
people.”

After their continued exposure 
to the Art House in Nashville, the 
couple thought, “Wouldn’t it be 
great if we could do something like 
that here in the Twin Cities for cre-
ative people that were interested in 
that kind of thing?”

So the couple moved to St. Paul 
and, one year ago, bought an old 
church and named their new en-
deavor Art House North. In addi-
tion to the Art House in Nashville, 
there is one located in Dallas, Tex-
as. Art House North’s fi rst event was 
in February of this year.

Now they are trying to connect 
artists of various levels into this new 
community.

“We are sort of connected with 
the music community, obviously 
because that’s what we do, but we 
have a broad term of what an artist 
is,” Troy said. “We think entrepre-
neurs are very creative people in 
our world, even the culinary fi eld, 
even, I think, it’s going to take a 
creative person that will come up 
with the cure for cancer. We really 
want to keep a broad view of that.”

“What we are doing is attempting 
to … it’s kind of a greenhouse of 
sorts,” Troy said. “A place for artists 
to come and grow deep and grow 
tall in this place and then go and 
take that outside. We’re interested 
in meaningful friendships and 
meaningful collaboration and all 
pointing to the way of Jesus, the 
kingdom mindset.”

The couple doesn’t see Art 
House North necessarily as a sepa-
rate community but as an “exten-
sion of our home. We want to invite 
people to come together and col-
laborate and be in a setting that’s 
more home-type setting than insti-
tutional,” Troy said.

“We get to travel, meet amazing 
people, tour with amazing people, 
be in conversations with amazing 
people, and we come home and 
want to relay all that information 
and all that kingdom way of life 
… we want to somehow share that, 
and that can be diffi cult,” Troy said.

However, that’s why the “exten-
sion of our home” concept was ad-
opted, and it is perhaps the reason 
Art House North seems to be pros-
pering.

The fi rst few events hosted by 
Art House North—music, lectures 
and discussions—have been well at-
tended, with some people coming 

from outside the Twin Cities area to 
experience what Art House North 
is endeavoring to accomplish. 

Buying a church and using it oc-
casionally for events can be fi nan-
cially risky, so the couple also rents 
out the property to two churches 
and others for concerts and various 
events, including weddings. 

Another challenge of owning 
an old church is keeping it usable 
and up to date. The couple hopes 
to slowly remodel the property and 
make the sanctuary more like a liv-
ing room. They already have plans 
to take out the pews and to donate 
them to a church in Haiti. They also 
want to level the fl oor so as to make 
it more conducive for couches and 
coffee tables, thus enhancing the 
living room feel.

This piecemeal approach to ren-
ovation is a challenge for Troy.

“It’s defi nitely outside of my 
comfort zone to work on it piece 
by piece,” he said. “I’m more of the 
type who would say: ‘Bring in the 
professionals. We’ll take out the 
big fat loan and then we’ll just—
boom—we’ll get it done to where 
it’s perfect and we’ll enjoy it, and 
I’ll be paying off that mortgage for 
the next 30 years.’”

However, that’s not what the cou-
ple felt the Lord was telling them.

“We felt like the Lord was saying, 
‘You know, I think working on this 
place will be part of its ministry. 
You’ll be engaged in pulling carpet 
up or getting these doors to slide 
…’ Every day I’m here working, 
there is always somebody here help-
ing out.”

In the end, the couple said they have 
adopted pastor and theologian Eugene 
Peterson’s “long obedience in the same 
direction” mentality.

“Our goal is that in 20 or 30 
years, we look back and someone 
has been impacted by what’s gone 
on here,” Troy said. “They’ve heard 
a speaker, they’ve met a friend, 
they’ve connected and then they’ve 
refl ected that in their art, so that 
their art has taken on a kingdom 
attribute to it. Someone 20 or 30 
years down the road would say, 
‘Yeah, I’m doing this for the king-
dom’ and that the Art House would 
have been a seed maybe … planted 
in their lives.”

 For more information about 
the Art House North, visit www.
arthousenorth.com.  

ART HOUSE…
Continued from page 1

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — A new report 
from the Pew Research Center for the 
People and the Press found that the 
political affi liations of the electorate 
have “shifted signifi cantly” since the 
2008 presidential elections. The report 
was conducted during 2011, and its 
12 surveys polled more than 15,000 
registered voters.

Those who identify as Democrats 
have dropped from 38 percent in 
2008 to 34 in 2011, while those who 
describe themselves as Republicans 
have remained steady at 28 per-
cent. Independents or those with 
no political preference have risen 
from 34 percent to 38 percent of 
the electorate.

When religious affi liation is fac-
tored in, the gains by the GOP be-
come more pronounced, accord-
ing to the study. 

The report said the “share of vot-

Study points to changing 
political landscape

For more information about the 
Pew Forum on Religion and Public 
Life, visit www.pewforum.org. 

Gains for GOP among religious groups noted
ers identifying with or leaning to-
ward the GOP has either grown or 
held steady in every major religious 
group.”  

Among white evangelical Prot-
estants, Republican support has 
grown from 65 percent to 70 per-
cent during the study years. The 
GOP has also made gains among 
Mormons, white mainline Protes-
tants and white non-Hispanic Cath-
olics. The study also noted that Jew-
ish voters, a long-time Democratic 
constituency, have gravitated to-
ward the GOP.

Finally, across several religious 
groups, “the move toward the GOP 
has been at least as large—if not more 
pronounced—among those under age 
30 as among those 30 and older.”  
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Brian Banks had his entire life in 
front of him. The high school stu-
dent was a good athlete who had 
hopes of playing professional foot-
ball one day. 

But, as they say, things have a way 
of changing—and they did in a dra-
matic way for Banks.

He was accused of rape. He de-
nied it, and even though he told his 
attorneys he was innocent, they ad-
vised him that if he was convicted, 
he could face more than 40 years in 
prison. Staring that stark possibility 
in the face, Banks pleaded no con-
test to the crime and was sentenced 
to several years in prison.

The teenager ultimately spent 
more than fi ve years behind bars 
before he was released. Upon leav-
ing prison, he had to register as a 
sex offender and wear an ankle 
bracelet so authorities could moni-
tor his movements.

The problem with this entire sce-
nario is that, as Banks told his attor-

neys, he didn’t commit the crime. 
And a decade later, Banks has now 
been exonerated by a judge after 
his accuser admitted that Banks 
didn’t commit the crime in which 
he was charged.

Asked recently how he felt about 
his accuser, Banks said he doesn’t 
want to hold on to any bitterness 
and hopes to move on with his life.

Unfortunately, scenarios like this 
aren’t unheard of. We occasionally 
read reports of similar situations 
of people being accused of things 
they didn’t do or being unjustly 
punished for some action in which 
they were not involved.

The provocative thing—for me—
in the Banks situation and other 
similar cases is the ability and will-
ingness of the wrongfully accused 
to forgive and not to harbor bitter-
ness. Not that what they are able to 
do isn’t the right thing. I believe 
Christ calls us to do that in those 
situations. 

It’s just the ability of people to be 
able to do that. 

The parents who forgive the 
guy who killed their ten-year-old 
daughter; the woman who forgives 
her employer for wrongly accus-
ing her of embezzlement; the man 
who spent fi ve years in prison for 
a crime he didn’t commit … and 
then is willing to hold no bitterness, 
to offer forgiveness. That’s provoca-
tive … and radical.

The Banks episode—and oth-
ers similar to it—got me thinking 
about the power of forgiveness. 
Next to love, no other action or 
emotion can carry such infl uence 
and exert so much positive change.

Jesus talked a lot about forgive-
ness in the gospels, telling us that 
we are to forgive as He forgave us 
and that we are to forgive countless 
times.

But as with many of Jesus’ words, 
follow-through is where it gets dif-
fi cult. That’s where the Holy Spir-

it comes in. He is our source of 
strength and power on earth since 
Christ’s ascension. Praying for—
and allowing—the Holy Spirit to 
give us the strength to do the things 
we are incapable of doing on our 
own … that’s an otherworldly force.

And with that otherworldly force, 
what would our world look like if 
we allowed the Holy Spirit to thor-
oughly invade our lives and carry 
out His mission of forgiveness, 
reconciliation and restoration? 
We can’t do it on our own, but He 
can—through us.

Bitterness, resentment and anger 
would be far less prevalent. Rec-
onciliation, restoration and unity 
would be far more common. And 
hope would be a more frequent 
emotion than desperation.

We can’t do it on our own, but 
what if we made a commitment to 
allow the Holy Spirit to invade our 
lives and give us the ability to do the 
things we can’t do on our own? 

Here’s hoping the forgiveness 
factor can take root in our world. 

Be sure to follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) and on Facebook 
for the latest news, updates and 
contest giveaways.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Zach Psick

Play, pause and rewind
While growing up, I continually 

heard “you don’t get a do-over.” My 
mother used this phrase in relation 
to choices. She tried to teach her 
children that you can change your 
direction for the future, but you 
cannot turn back time or re-do the 
past; there is a big difference. 

As a teenager, I’d love to say that 
I took her words to heart, but I did 
not understand the apparent riddle 
she warned despite my genuine ef-
forts to listen. However, later in life 
the phrase gained meaning as I 
danced the line of fl esh and Spirit, 
trying to live in the world but at-
tempting to make choices that were 
not of it. I failed miserably in this 
battle, and quickly the weight of 
those words was realized in my life.  

The phrase hit home again, in 
a whole new manner, when I got 
married and had a child. It was as 
if those two events illuminated my 
many patterns and behaviors that 
were not benefi cial, yet cultur-
ally acceptable, for fi lling my time. 

With each life event, the perspec-
tive in my mother’s words grew 
stronger until it smacked me right 
between the eyes with the birth of 
my daughter. Life suddenly carried 
a whole new signifi cance.

We live in a culture that values 
work; in fact, work oftentimes gives 
us our primary status, our feeling 
of purpose, our motivation. We also 
live in a society where we are ad-
dicted to movement, movement of 

any kind. We’ve become so disillu-
sioned by the activity of movement 
that we’ve gone so far as to think 
that any movement equals produc-
tivity. 

Driven by these misguided 
truths, along with our need to feel 
worth and value, most of us have 
fi lled our time with excessive work 
and/or constant movement, which 
allows us to subconsciously defi ne 
that we are worthy and have value.

If our skewed perception on 
work and movement isn’t enough, 
we are living in a culture that has 
made the concept of decision mak-
ing a casual engagement. With an 
individually relevant, ever changing 
line of right and wrong, it’s hard 
to put weight where it is due. The 
magnitude of making choices does 
not seem to hold worth. Therefore, 
much of our time seems to be spent 
in ways that, at the end of life, we 
will probably regret.

This perspective may seem like 
a backdoor, cynical view to our hu-

man intrinsic motivations (honestly 
it feels that way to me too), but how 
else can you describe the vicious 
cycle that we have fallen into? In 
our world of TiVo, we record, play, 
pause, rewind and replay whatever 
we want, whenever we want. We 
have complete control. It is hard 
for us to grasp that we can’t actually 
do that with the real time we live 
out on a day-to-day basis. 

With endless choices and endless 
options at our fi ngertips, we have 
become entitled and so often treat 
life as if we have an endless bank 
of minutes. The notion of a fi nite 
period is illusive. The notion of a 
fi nite anything is almost extinct; 
therefore, we are not respecters of 
time. It is almost as if we think life is 
limitless, and we are indestructible.

Caught up in my own world, my 
work, my movement, my choices, 
my serving others, my introspec-
tion and my time—having a child 
changed everything. I do not get 
time back with her. When a day is 

done, it’s gone, not banked in cred-
it to be used later … gone. 

This reality has cut me to the 
core. I do not get a do-over with 
the level of engagement I have, the 
love I demonstrate, the memories 
made or the lessons I teach her. 
We don’t get to rewind the clock 
and spend lost time with loved 
ones or relive the minutes God 
orchestrated for us to sit down and 
actually care about how someone 
is doing.  

We can change our behavior for 
the future, but we cannot turn back 
time. In Psalm 90:12, God instructs 
us to number our days, to gain a 
heart of wisdom. May we recognize 
and acknowledge that every day is 
fragile and should be cherished, for 
we will be held accountable to our 
Almighty for how our time was used 
on this earth.

Alisha Cora Soule is director of 
development at New Life Family 
Services. 

Alisha Cora Soule

Big government: established by God

The forgiveness factor

There aren’t many things upon 
which Christians universally agree, 
but the doctrine of human deprav-
ity—that humans are immoral crea-
tures—is rarely disputed.

C. S. Lewis aptly summarized our 
depravity by saying that two things 
are sure: 1) all humans believe they 
should behave in a certain way, and 
2) they do not behave in that way.

If human nature is inherently 
sinful, why are so many Christians 
such ardent (sometimes fanatical) 
supporters of limited government?

The government during New 
Testament times was far more ty-
rannical and corrupt than most 
governments are today. Yet Paul, 
writing about the same government 
that was responsible for John the 
Baptist’s, Jesus’ and likely even his 
own death, said in Romans 13 that 
the governing authorities are insti-
tuted by God and that we should 
pay taxes to support government 
offi cials who “give their full time to 
governing.”

That hardly sounds like a con-
demnation of big government.

In fact, the knowledge of his own 
depravity seems to have made Paul 
into a fan of the law. In Romans 7, 
he calls the law “good” because he 
does not behave how he knows he 

should.
Paul is talking about the law of 

God and not necessarily human 
laws. However, besides the fact 
that he basically labels human laws 
as God’s law in Romans 13, which 
says “the authorities that exist have 
been established by God,” the prin-
ciple of God’s law remains the same 
when applied to human laws.

This becomes apparent when we 
consider that in Romans 3:20 Paul 
says that the purpose of the law is to 
make us conscious of our own sin. 

Humans can easily convince 
themselves that their actions are 
right if it is not explicitly stated that 
they are wrong. “Thou shalt nots” 
serve as a mirror through which we 
can see our iniquities when we vio-
late the law. The law conceptualizes 
our sins in a way that makes it clear 
even to us that they are wrong.

Written laws, whether of God or 
man, make conviction possible.

How might this principle be ap-
plied to modern considerations of 
government? The list is practically 
endless. Take pollution. The main 
reason I don’t change my own 
oil is that I end up with used mo-
tor oil that I have to dispose of. If 
it were up to me, I would simply 
pour it down a sewage drain. Doing 

so would be easy and would likely 
never directly affect me.

However, there is a law against 
pouring oil down the sewage drain. 
While I probably wouldn’t be caught, 
the very existence of the law prevents 
me from doing it. It makes me look 
beyond myself and my individual 
liberties to the fact that society has 
come together and condemned what 
I might otherwise wish to do.

Few would argue that laws 
against polluting the ground with 
oil are bad. Emissions standards, 
however, which limit how much we 
can pollute the air by burning the 
very same oil in the engines of our 
cars are reminiscent of Communist 
Russia for my conservative friends.

Or consider the fi nancial indus-
try. Free market economics assumes 
that behavior is rational. The Bible 
assumes that it is not. And yet while 
few would disagree that exploiting 
poor people for a profi t is wrong, 
my conservative friends would ar-
gue that placing regulations on 
the free market capitalistic systems 
that allow that exploitation is just as 
wrong.

“We must let the laws of supply 
and demand control the market” 
they say, leaving off, “… and not 
our Christian morals .”

Strangely, I hear people argue 
that it is precisely because humans 
are depraved that they are against 
big government. I have struggled to 
understand that logic. On what ba-
sis do you argue that people would 
behave in the best interest of their 
neighbor if only the government 
would get out of the way? It is cer-
tainly not a biblical worldview.

When our “governing authori-
ties” get together to create laws, 
they do so “in the light,” where we 
can all see and have a voice. These 
laws will then be used to “bring to 
light” those things that individuals, 
usually acting in their own best in-
terest, do behind closed doors.

Having the freedom to exploit 
others or the environment does not 

make a nation great. What makes a 
nation great is that its citizens have 
come together for the common 
good to make laws banning such 
exploitation within their borders.

This is another case of people 
getting their Christian, conserva-
tive and American values mixed 
up. Small government might be 
an American or conservative value, 
but it is not “Christian.” Biblically, it 
makes very little sense at all.

Zach Psick is a freelance writer 
who enjoys studying and discussing 
theology and politics in his leisure 
time. 



June 2012 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 5www.christianexaminer.com

John Piper

Editor, Scott Noble:  ........................................................ (651) 644-5813    
 scottnoble@christianexaminer.com

General Sales Manager, Curt Conrad:  ............................. (952) 746-4768
 curt@christianexaminer.com

Sales, Bruce Slinden:  ..................................................... (763) 657-7065
 bruce@christianexaminer.com

Calendar:  ...................1-800-326-0795 • calendar@christianexaminer.com

Classifieds:  .............1-800-326-0795 • classifieds@christianexaminer.com

Distribution: ......................1-800-326-0795 • info@christianexaminer.com

General Inquiries:  ..............1-800-326-0795 • info@christianexaminer.com

The Minnesota Christian Examiner, formerly the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, 
is a monthly publication of Selah Media Group. Subscriptions cost $19.95 a year. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113.

MCE is an independent Christian newspaper founded in 1978 by Terry D. 
White. Column viewpoints are of their respective authors and do not necessarily 
represent the opinion of MCE management or staff. The MCE is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts.

Advertising in the Minnesota Christian Examiner is open to those who wish to 
target the local Christian community. Some effort is made to screen advertisers. 
However, this does not imply endorsement by MCC management or staff. Read-
ers are advised to exercise normal caution when responding to advertisements 
in this paper. Advertising and editorial copy are subject to approval. 

We want to hear 
from you.
Send letters to the editor to: 
scottnoble@christianexaminer.com 

Minnesota Christian Examiner 
P.O. Box 131030 
St. Paul, MN 55113

Fax: 1-888-305-4947

A publication of Selah Media Group

© 2012

Letter to a 12-year-old girl about 
the eternal destiny of those who have 
not heard the gospel

Dear [Sarah],
You asked what happens 

to people who live far away 
from the gospel and have nev-
er heard about Jesus and die 
without faith in Him.

Here is what I think the Bible 
teaches:

God always punishes peo-
ple because of what they know 
and fail to believe. In other 
words, no one will be con-
demned for not believing in Je-
sus who has never heard of Jesus.

Does that mean that peo-
ple will be saved and go to heav-
en if they have never heard of 
Jesus? No, that is not what God 
tells us in the Bible.

The main passage in the Bible 
that talks about this is Romans 
1:18-23. Here is what it says. 
Then I’ll make a comment or 
two.

“For the wrath of God is re-
vealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who by their unrigh-
teousness suppress the truth. For 

what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. For his invis-
ible attributes, namely, his eter-
nal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without 
excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their think-
ing, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened. Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, and ex-
changed the glory of the immor-
tal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and ani-

mals and creeping things.”

Key points to understand
1. All people “know God,” even 

if they have never heard the Bi-
ble. “What can be known about 
God is plain to them” (verse 19). 
“Although they knew God …” 
(verse 21).

2. The way they know God is 
by the way God has made the 
world and their own consciences 
(verses 19-20).

3. Even though they know 
God, no one who knows God 
anywhere in the world “honors 
God as God or gives him thanks” 
(verse 21). Instead, they “sup-
press the truth” (verse 18). That 

is, they resist the truth deep in 
their hearts and “exchange it” 
for other things that they would 
rather have (verse 23).

4. Therefore, they are “with-
out excuse” (verse 20). That is, 
they are guilty and deserved to 
be punished.

So I don’t think the Bible 
teaches that people can be saved 
without hearing the gospel. 
Look at what Paul says in Ro-
mans 10:13-17. You need to hear 
the gospel to be saved.

For “‘everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’ How then will they call 
on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to 

believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone 
preaching? And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written, ‘How beautiful are 
the feet of those who preach the 
good news!’ But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 
says, ‘Lord, who has believed what 
he has heard from us?’ So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ.”

So let’s pray for missionaries 
and ask God if maybe we should be 
one. The world really needs more 
people to tell all the lost people in 
the world about Jesus and the 
amazing good news that He died 
for sinners so that whoever be-
lieves will be saved.

Thank you for your good ques-
tion.

Keep praying and reading 
your Bible. God will give you 
growing understanding.

John Piper is pastor for preach-
ing and vision at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Minneapolis. 
He is the author of more than 40 
books, including Desiring God
and Don’t Waste Your Life.

What happens to those who have never heard?
I don’t think the Bible 
teaches that people can 
be saved without hearing 
the gospel. 

It is one thing 
to talk about “fair-
ness” when it comes 
to allowing gays and 
lesbians to marry; it 
is quite another to 
claim biblical au-
thority for such re-
lationships.

President Obama 
cited the “Golden 
Rule” about treat-
ing others as you would like to 
be treated, but in doing so he 
ignored the totality of Scrip-
ture and the Lord Himself, who 
alone gets to set the rules for 
human behavior.

The president says he is a 
“practicing Christian.” It is diffi -
cult to be one while simultane-
ously holding a low view of the 
Bible, which his position on sev-
eral social issues might suggest.

The same Book that informs 
him about the Person he told 
Pastor Rick Warren in 2008 is 
his “Savior,” also speaks to the 
beginning of human life (he 
has done nothing to limit abor-
tions), fornication between 
adults of the opposite sex (no 
word yet on his position on 
that subject), marriage, and 

adultery, which the 
Seventh Command-
ment and New Tes-
tament passages 
condemn.

I recently wrote 
that it is becoming 
increasingly diffi -
cult for people who 
believe the Bible is 
God’s Word to im-
pose their beliefs 

on those who disagree with 
them. But it is something alto-
gether different for those who 
disagree to claim the Bible 
doesn’t say what it says, in effect 
calling God a liar. President 
Obama apparently hopes there 
are suffi cient numbers of bibli-
cal illiterates -- and he could be 
right about this -- that either 
won’t notice his sleight of hand, 
or don’t care.

Thousands of years of human 
history have sustained marriage 
between one man and one 
woman. Even human biology 
testifi es to a natural order.

Genesis 2:24 says “...a man 
shall leave his father and moth-
er and be joined to his wife. The 
two shall become one fl esh.” 
Jesus, Whom President Obama 

likes to selectively quote when 
it suits his earthly political agen-
da, honored traditional mar-
riage at a wedding feast in Cana 
(John 2:1). He also reaffi rmed 
the Genesis passage in Matthew 
19:5.

Paul, the Apostle of Jesus, 
wrote in Ephesians 5 about 
husbands and wives, male and 
female.

Scripture teaches that the 
marriage union between a man 
and woman is an illustration of 
how Christ and the church are 
one (Ephesians 5:32). It also 
teaches that since God made 
us, conceived of marriage and 
created sex to be enjoyed with-
in the marital bond, He gets to 
set the rules and establish the 
boundaries for human behav-

ior, not because He is a cur-
mudgeon who wants to deny us 
pleasure, but because He knows 
what is best for us.

Liberal theologians have 
tried to modify, or even change, 
what is contained in the Bible 
and there are those in our time 
who are following their exam-
ple with the issue of same-sex 
marriage. People are free to 
accept or reject what Scripture 
says. What they are not free to 
do is to claim it says something 
it does not. In modern times 
that’s called “spin.” In an ear-
lier time it was called heresy.

The Apostle John warns in 
Revelation 22:18-19 about the 
punishment awaiting anyone 
who adds to, or subtracts from 
Scripture. Deuteronomy 4:1-2 

has a similar warning. The con-
sequences aren’t pretty. There 
are also warnings not to preach 
“another Gospel” (Galatians 
1:8, 2 Corinthians 11:4, among 
others).

As he seeks to justify his po-
sition on same-sex marriage 
and other issues that are either 
questionable at best, or deny 
Scripture at worst, President 
Obama might be said to be 
preaching another gospel. This 
could possibly lead to a fi ssure 
in his solid support among Af-
rican Americans, costing the 
president votes in November. It 
will also likely galvanize the cul-
ture warriors. Minorities mostly 
vote for Democrats, but they 
don’t like their faith denied. 
That could cause some of them 
to stay home on Election Day, 
or even vote for Mitt Romney.

The negative reaction the 
president received from some 
of the African-American minis-
ters he called after declaring his 
support for same-sex marriage 
should serve as a prophetic 
warning.

© 2012 Tribune Media Ser-
vices, Inc.

The president’s ‘other gospel’

Cal Thomas

…he ignored the totality 
of Scripture and the Lord 
Himself, who alone gets to 
set the rules…
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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — As a kid, Gwen 
Lewis went to church every Sunday 
at a Southern Baptist Church in her 
hometown of Houston, Texas. 

“I knew certain Scriptures and 
I knew some Bible stories, but I 
didn’t really know God; I didn’t 
have a full relationship with God,” 
she said. “I just knew there was a 
God. I believed there was a God. 
That was pretty much it.”

That perspective ultimately led 
to a life that was unfulfi lled and 
lacking hope.

After leaving Texas, she married 
the musician and music producer 
Terry Lewis and moved to the Twin 
Cities in the mid 1980s. Her fi rst 
taste of the music business came 
through doing background singing 
and session work. 

But she remembers her grand-
mother from back home always 
calling her and asking, “Did you 
fi nd a church” in the Twin Cities? 

She hadn’t. She had visited a few, 
“but it wasn’t like at home,” she 
said. 

The couple divorced in the early 
1990s, and the next decade was dif-
fi cult for Lewis.

“I was doing a lot of worldly 
things that [were] really detrimen-
tal to my health and well being,” 
Lewis recalled. “I was drinking, and 
I was involved in a lot of relation-
ships with guys that were not per-
fect for me. I lost a lot people: my 
father passed in the 1990s and then 
just really didn’t know how to deal 
with death and stuff like that.”

However, on Easter Sunday 
in 2002, one of her girlfriend’s 
mothers had started Bread of Life 
Church in south Minneapolis and 
since it was Easter Sunday and it 
was her friend’s mother’s church, 
Lewis felt like she had to go.

She went, but she didn’t get out 
of the church before her life was 
completely changed.

“I was leaving the church and a 

lady stopped me,” Lewis said. “I was 
walking through like the kitchen 
part, [and] she stopped me and 
she said, ‘Do you know Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior?’ and I said, 
‘Well, yeah.’ But I was like, ‘When 
I was little’ or something like that. 
She said, ‘Well, would you like to re-
dedicate your life to Christ?’ And I 
said, ‘Yeah.’”

The lady then led her to a table in 
the church’s kitchen, and they read 
Romans 10:9: “If you declare with 
your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and 
believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.”

“And after that,” Lewis said, “I’ve 
just been on fi re … like it’s never 
been the same since that day.”

Her mother passed away in 2006, 
and after that Lewis began to write 
music.

“I think that year I started to re-
ally write … because I was going 
through a lot of emotional chang-
es,” she said. “I really started to 

write, and it’s just been cathartic. 
It helps you to release a lot of stuff 
and then it’s almost like letters to 
God. You’re just kind of writing 
your feelings on paper: how much 
[of God’s] Word you really know 
when you start to write it out. That’s 
what I love to do. I love to write His 
Word and sing it in melody.” 

Her fi rst CD is titled “Then 
There Is Love” and is scheduled to 
be released this summer.

“I feel like I’m writing my testi-
mony but also I’m writing … com-
ing from a place of like letting 
people know the good news … like 
telling them about Jesus and His 
love,” she said. “A lot of my songs 
are based on love. I feel like that is 
my calling … that I’m ministering 
actually through song. I’m singing 
what I want people to know about 
God, the God that I love and that 
I serve.”

She wants listeners of her CD to 
know about God’s love.

“I basically just talk about how 

the goodness of God and just His 
love, faithfulness and basically I talk 
about love a lot, because I just feel 
like God is love,” she said. “I have 
a song on [the CD] called ‘Love,’ 
and it talks about God being love, 
lover of our souls. He’s just love. I 
feel like that’s what the Holy Spirit 
is there for … for us to show our 
love to our brethren and the peo-
ple we come across. That we serve 
a loving God. That that would be 
something that someone would 
want to be drawn to … to get to 
know better.”

Lewis contrasts her life now to 
how it was before she met Christ 
again in 2002.

“I just have more hope,” she said. 
“I feel like just knowing that God 
is there for me … it just changes 
everything in my life. It’s just been 
magnifi cent. Just having God in 
your life and then having other 
believers to be around, I just have 
hope. It just changed me [from] 
hopeless into hopeful.”

From hopeless to hopeful
Artist fi nds hope in Christ, dedicates her music to encouraging others 

Christian Examiner staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota 
Citizens Concerned for Life re-
cently praised the University of 
Minnesota for what it calls its 
“ethical research” using stem cells 
for the treatment of muscular 
dystrophy. The research does not 
destroy human embryos, accord-
ing to MCCL.

“It is encouraging to see the U of 
M explore the amazing potential 
of non-embryonic stem cells in de-

veloping a treatment for muscular 
dystrophy,” said MCCL Executive 
Director Scott Fischbach, via a me-
dia release. “We look forward to 
further ethical stem cell discoveries 
from U of M researchers.”

The use of embryonic stem cells 
has been a heated issue in the med-
ical ethics community for many 
years, and some argue that using 
adult stem cells, which doesn’t in-
volve destroying embryos, has dem-
onstrated signifi cant potential in 
treating diseases. 

According to MCCL: “The [U of M] 
research involves the use of iPS (in-
duced pluripotent stem) cells derived 
from human skin cells. The skin cells 
are reprogrammed to become pluripo-
tent or able to express the properties 
of embryonic stem cells.”

“Adult stem cell research offers 
great promise for those suffering 
from debilitating diseases and con-
ditions,” Fischbach said. “The U of 
M is smart to draw from this rich 
source in its development of cell-
based therapies.”

MCCL praises U of M’s stem cell research
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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — While many of 
their fellow college students were 
enjoying spring break on a sunny 
beach, 14 Christian college stu-
dents from Minnesota traveled to 
eastern Kentucky to help conduct 
a community health survey. The 
trip was organized by Restoring 
Eden, an environmental steward-
ship organization with staff based 
in Minnesota and Washington that 
sees a “strong connection between 
Christian spirituality and their role 
as caretakers of creation.”

The students who traveled 
to eastern Kentucky were from 
Bethel University, St. Olaf College 
and St. Catherine University; the 
group joined other students from 
around the country.

Since Minnesota and eastern 
Kentucky are fairly far apart, Re-
storing Eden initially thought it 
wouldn’t try to recruit Minnesota 
students.

“To be honest, we were so 
shocked by the interest,” said 
Alexis Williams, campaign orga-
nizer for Restoring Eden. “[But] 
within one week, we had like 14 
students that wanted to go.”

And those students weren’t 
typically the environmental stud-
ies majors, but Williams said they 
ended up with more students who 
were interested in health.

Last year, Restoring Eden part-
nered with West Virginia Univer-
sity to research cancer rates in coal 
producing areas. The research was 
eventually published in the peer-
reviewed “Journal of Community 

Fourteen Christian college students from Minnesota joined others from around 
the country to participate in a health survey in eastern Kentucky.

Local Christian college students head to Appalachia

PHOTO BY KATY CARLSON

Students knocked on more than 6,000 
doors and collected nearly 1,000 
family health histories.

Group conducts long overdue health survey
Health” and reported that “the 
odds for reporting cancer were 
twice as high in the mountaintop 
mining environment compared 
to the non-mining environment 
in ways not explained by age, sex, 
smoking, occupational exposure 
or family cancer history,” accord-
ing to a news release from Restor-
ing Eden.

The report also found that more 
than 60,000 new cases of cancer 
each year may be caused by moun-
taintop removal coal mining.

This year’s study focused on 
the fi rst-ever community health 
survey of coal mining commu-
nities in eastern Kentucky. The 

students knocked on more than 
6,000 doors and collected nearly 
1,000 family health histories.

Williams said this year’s study 
piggybacked on the previous 
year’s.

“The reason they wanted to 
do this was because even though 
there [are] these questions about 
health and a lot of surveys done 
in terms of water quality, there 
hadn’t been any fi rsthand com-
munity health research done since 
the 1940s,” she said. “That survey 
was when they looked at coal 
miners and stomach cancer and 
found that there’s a much higher 
risk of stomach cancer because 
these coal miners are bringing 
their lunches down into the coal 
mines, getting coal dust [on them] 
and then eating it.”

Since the advent of mountain-
top removal when mining for 
coal, additional health concerns 
have been raised. Williams said 
people have begun asking if this 
type of coal removal is impacting 
the community and coal miners.

One of the students, Alex 
Kalyniuk from St. Olaf College, 
interviewed an elderly man with 
Black Lung Disease, also known 
as coalworker’s pneumoconiosis.

“He had worked as a coal miner 
for over 30 years and told us the 
day before [that] his doctor said 
he had just months left to live,” 
Kalyniuk said via the release. “It 
was emotionally challenging for 
me to go on with the rest of the 
interview knowing this.”  

Yet the students’ religious faith 
also helped them while interact-

the person who lives next door 
to us, or is our neighbor those 
living out in Appalachia. A lot of 
the students came into it from 
that perspective … being more 
about who is my neighbor and is 
my neighbor being impacted and 
how can I love my neighbor and 
less about can I come and talk 
coal issues.”

The students have now become 
more aware of health concerns in 
their own communities.

“Now the students are kind of 
looking around their own back-
yard and seeing what’s happening 
in Minnesota and [asking] are 
people potentially being hurt here 
and how can I speak out for it,” 
Williams said.

For more information about 
Restoring Eden, visit www.
restoringeden.org.

ing with community members.
“After spending a week talking 

with people, a lot of the people in 
Appalachia are also Christians,” 
Williams said. “So these students 
were able to pray for people and 
talk to them about health and re-
ally kind of build relationships with 
some of the people they ran into.”

Restoring Eden’s commitment 
to stewardship and its idea of be-
ing caretakers of God’s creation 
informed its decision to travel to 
Appalachia to work on community 
health surveys when there may 
be similar needs closer to home.

“All of our work ties back to this 
question of are we being good 
stewards to the creation that God 
created, and we are called to be 
caretakers of it,” Williams said. 
“But also this question of are 
we being good neighbors [and] 
I think also asking who is our 
neighbor. Is our neighbor just 
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

  THRU JUN 17 
‘The Amen Corner,’ a gospel-fi lled story 
of faith & family. Wurtele Thrust Stage, 
Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2nd St., Minne-
apolis, $29+ • guthrietheater.org

  JUN 1 • FRIDAY
Jamie Grace, in concert. 7pm, Cedar 
Valley Church, Bloomington, $10-13 • 
mnbtg.org/Jamie-grace-concert

JUN 1-2 • FRI-SAT
FamilyLife presents “The Art of Mar-
riage,” getaway. Fri 7-9:30pm & Sat 
9am-4pm, Grace Church Eden Prairie, 
9301 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, 
$65/couple • (952) 856-7390

JUN 2 • SATURDAY
1st Annual Anti-Human Traffi cking Chal-
lenge, 5K/10K event. 8am, Bethany 
College of Missions, Bloomington • 
cvent.com/d/7cqlpz

Imposed Death: A Conference on Stealth 
Euthanasia, with Alex Schadenberg, 
Julie Grimstad & more. St. John the 
Baptist Church, 835 2nd Ave NW, New 
Brighton. Hosted by Human Life Alliance 
• humanlife.org

The 5th Annual, Livestock Event with 
Jonny Diaz, Todd Agnew, Jason gray, Sara 
Renner & Staci Frenes. 8am, Minnesota 
Square Park, St. Peter • livestockmn.org

JUN 3 • SUNDAY
Celebration of East African Ministry. 
5-9pm, Plymouth Covenant Church, 4300 
Vicksburg Lane N, Plymouth, $15-20 • 
mkumbi@aol.com, hmcha.org

JUN 8 • FRIDAY
Matt Maher, Q&A with live performance 
and meet & greet. 6-8pm, Lifeway Chris-
tian Stores, 12985 Elm Creek Blvd., 
Maple Grove • (763) 420-3883

Gospel Art Exhibit Reception, “The Profound 
Mystery of Marriage.” 6:30-8:30pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

JUN 8-9 • FRI-SAT
Bash on the Farm, Christian Music 
Festival, with Firefl ight, Tricia Brock. 
Heritage Park, Forest City, Iowa. Free • 
bashonthefarm.com

JUN 9 • SATURDAY
Amnion CPC Walk for Life. 9am, Faith 
Covenant Church, 12921 Nicollet Ave., 
Burnsville, free • (952) 898-4350

Joyful Noise Family Fest 2012, with Toby-
Mac, Mandisa, Peter Furler, Matt Maher, 
Jason Gray & Go Fish. National Sports 
Center, 1700 105th Ave NE, Blaine, $20-
40 • joyfulnoisefamilyfest.com

19th Annual Twin Cities Blessing of the 
Bikes. 9:30am, Hosanna Church, 9600 
163rd St., Lakeville • (952) 435-3332

Supernatural: An Eternal Love. 7:30pm, 
Empowerment Center, 5801 John Martin 
Dr., Brooklyn Center, $20 • afterwork-
program.com, (612) 462-9277, (312) 
488-9311

JUN 9-10 • SAT-SUN
‘Supernatural,’ an eternal love. Sat 
7:30pm & Sun 3pm, Miracle Empower-
ment Center, 5801 Martin Dr., Brooklyn 
Center, $20 • (312) 488-9311, after-
workprogram.com

JUN 9-AUG 19
“Roman Holiday,” musical based on the 
fi lm. McGuire Proscenium Stage, Guthrie 
Theater, Minneapolis • (612) 377-2224, 
guthrietheater.org

JUN 10-JUL 31
Gospel Art Exhibit, “The Profound Mystery 
of Marriage.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, 
The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

JUN 14 •  THURSDAY
6th Annual Benefi t dinner & celebration 
of the life of Peter Kellett. 6:30pm, 
Church of St. Raphael, 7301 Bass Lake 
Rd., Crystal, $50. Hosted by Prenatal 
Partners for Life • (763) 416-0008

JUN 15 • FRIDAY
13th Annual Ladies Day, “Shine!” with 
Betsy Lee & Sara Renner. 9am-2:30pm, 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 3675 
Arboretum Dr., Chaska, $24-27 • (952) 
942-9016

JUN 16 • SATURDAY
8th Annual Fish Fair.  9am-8pm, Anoka 
Fairgrounds, 3200 St. Francis Blvd., 
Anoka, $5/person. Hosted by Fishing-
For-Life • (651) 294-8790

JUN 16-17 • SAT-SUN

Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Confer-
ence Center, Farmington • marriages.
org, (651) 454-3238

JUN 18-22 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School: “The Pirate and 
the Pardon,” K-5th. 9:!5am-12:15pm, 
Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie Rd., 
Eden Prairie, free • atgrace.com/vbs

JUN 19 • TUESDAY
“Science Fun & Archaeology: A Testi-
mony of God’s Word,” with Brian Young. 
7:30pm, Northwestern College, Nazareth 
Hall Chapel, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville 
• tccsa.tc

JUN 21 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Pest Control.” 
Eagle Brook Spring Lake Park, 8498 Sun-
set Rd., Spring Lake Park • macfm.org

JUN 24 • SUNDAY
79th Svenskarnas Dag, 10:30am, 
Minnehaha Falls Park, Minneapolis • 
svenskarnasdag.com

JUN 27-30 • WED-SAT
Exodus Annual Freedom Conference, 
with Alan Chambers, Christopher Yuan, 
Jonathan Berry & more. 7-10pm, North-
western College, 3003 Snelling Ave. N, 
St. Paul, $329 • (407) 599-6872

JUL 2 • MONDAY
Iona: Another Realm US Tour 2012, with 
Joey Stontz. 7:30pm, Way of the Lord 
Church, 804 131st Ave. NE, Blaine, 
$21 • 1-888-719-1150, iona.uk.com/
minneapolis

JUL 8 • SUNDAY
The Allen Family, in concert. 3pm, Park 
Plaza Hotel Ballroom, 4460 W 78th 
St. Circle, Bloomington. Presented by 
Crowne Pointe Church. Freewill offering 
• (952) 431-1949

JUL 9-13 • MON-FRI
Summer Enrichment Program for Children, 
in music, nature, art & drama. King’s Play-
ers Children’s Theatre, 6000 Duluth St., 
Golden Valley, $200 • (612) 618-1520

JUL 12 • THURSDAY
“Surrender 2012” Wynand Hansen 
CD Launch. 7-9pm, Messiah United 
Methodist Church, 17805 County Rd. 6, 
Plymouth, free • (612) 695-3760

JUL 17 • TUESDAY
“Metamorphosis” Illustra Media. 
7:30pm, Northwestern College, Totino 
Fine Arts Center, Room F2128, 3003 N 
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JUL 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Rain Gar-
dens.” Holy Trinity Church, 2730 E 31st 
St., Minneapolis • macfm.org

JUL 20 • FRIDAY
“Becoming Who God Intends Us To Be,” 
with Deena Burnett-Bailey. 5:30-8:30pm, 
St. Edward’s Church, 9401 Nesbitt Ave. S, 
Bloomington, $25 • (651) 777-8181 x404

JUL 28 • SATURDAY
Goliath Challenge, off road 5k race. 8am-
4pm, Badlands Snow Park, 772 Kinney 
Rd., Hudson, WI, $20-40. Hosted by Trin-
ity Lutheran Church • (763) 232-6230

Make Tracks to Galilee Car Show. 
9am-2:30pm, Galilee Church, 10101 
Lexington Ave. N, Circle Pines, $10/
participants & Free for spectators • 
(763) 784-1760

JUN 30 • SATURDAY
Walk for Life 2012, with a 5k run & kids 
run. 9am, Lake Nokomis, Minneapolis. 
Presented by New Life Family Services 
• nlfs.org

AUG 1 • WEDNESDAY
Holy Spirit Conference, To the Ends of 
the Earth, with Diane Brask, Bill Davis, 
John Paul Jackson & Steve Sjogren. 
9:30am-1:30pm, North heights Lutheran 
Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • 
(651) 490-1517 x13

SEP 14-OCT 31
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Testimony.” Mon-
Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The Oakridge 
Gallery, Oakridge Community Church, 
610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 
439-4882, agapearts.net

SEP 18 • TUESDAY
Charles Babbage: The Inventor of the 
Calculating Machine. 7:30pm, North-
western College, Roseville • tccsa.tc

SEP 22 • SATURDAY
Girls of Grace, with Point of Grace, Mer-
edith Andrews, Chris Wheeler, Amber 
Lehman & Constance Rhodes. 9am, 
Grace Church, 9301 Eden Prairie Rd., 
Eden Prairie, $39-65 • girlsofgrace.com

SEP 28-30 • FRI-SUN
Come to Me Upper Midwest Retreat. Lake 
Geneva Christian Center, Alexandria. 
Hosted by Moms in Prayer International 
• (651) 645-7855, momsinprayer.org/
cometome

SEP 30 • SUNDAY
  The Blackwood Brothers Quartet, in con-
cert. 3pm, Park Plaza Hotel Ballroom, 4460 
W 78th St. Cir., Bloomington, free. Hosted 
by Crowne Pointe Church • (952) 334-0444

OCT 12-13 • FRI-SAT
Ignite Conference, with Matt Brown, 
Shane & Shane, Tru Serva and more. 
Fri 7-9pm & Sat 8:30am-9pm, North 
Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills 
Campus, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden Hills, 
$45 • (612) 217-4108

NOV 10 • SATURDAY
7th annual Christian Community Fair, 
10am-7pm, Minneapolis Convention 
Center. More than 200 exhibitors, pet-
ting zoo, infl atables, concerts, and more. 
Free • christianfair.com

FEB 10-20, 2013 
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An En-
core Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952) 
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 28-MAR 30, 2013 
A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land, 
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903, 
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

JUN 2 • SATURDAY (cont.)

JUN 8 • FRIDAY (cont.)
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Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

The Allen Family

at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor
A freewill offering will be taken

For the past 15 years, the Allen Family has had the privilege of traveling across more 
than 35 of the United States and 4 Canadian Provinces in full-time Gospel music min-
istry. Headliners on the main stage at the National Quartet Convention the last several 
years. Mom & Dad and 8 children from 6 – 19 years old live in their bus 365 days a year. 
They perform in Branson, MO each year during the Christmas season. You’ll love this 
fresh presentation of Gospel music. Call for free tickets – 952-431-1949 

Coming events at Crowne Pointe Church:
The Blackwood Brothers Quartet,  

featuring Jimmy Blackwood, son of James Blackwood

,  
featuring 30-voice choir and 3,000 Christmas lights

Join Fern Nichols, international author/speaker and founder 
of Moms in Prayer International, for an inspirational time of 
prayer, worship, refl ection and encouragement. 

For more information or to register online, go to 
www.MomsinPrayer.org/ComeToMe

Food and volleyball 
highlight single parent 
event

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, June 15 
at 6:00 p.m. at West Medicine Oak 
Park in Plymouth. This month’s 
event will include a potluck, pic-
nic and volleyball, and those who 
attend are encouraged to bring a 
dish to share.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Stage play looks 
at guardian angels

BROOKLYN CENTER — The 
Empowerment Center in Brooklyn 
Center will play host to “Supernatu-
ral: An Eternal Love.” The stage 
play looks at the role of guardian 
angels.

Written by Victor Gulley, the play 
will take place on Saturday, June 9 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $20.
For more information or to pur-

chase tickets, visit www.afterwork-
program.com or call (612) 462-
9277. 

13th annual event 
to focus on women

CHANASSEN — The 13th An-
nual Ladies Day at the Arboretum 
will take place Friday, June 15 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In addition to 
the beautiful outdoor setting, those 
in attendance will “enjoy inspiring 
messages to grow your spiritual 
walk, dynamic worship and power-
ful, personal testimonies,” accord-
ing to organizers.

This year’s theme is “Shine” and 
will focus on a vibrant faith.

Betsy Lee, president of Prayer 
Ventures, is the event’s host.

“I’m thrilled to invite women to 
enjoy this special day,” she said, via 
an announcement. “It just gets bet-
ter and better every year. The Arbo-
retum is at its best in June. I love 
being there with 300 of my closest 
friends.” 

Singer and songwriter Sara 
Renner will serve as special guest at 

the event.
For more information or to reg-

ister, visit www.prayerventures.com.

Exodus Freedom 
Conference coming to 
Northwestern College

SAINT PAUL — Exodus Interna-
tional will sponsor the Exodus Free-
dom Conference Wednesday, June 
27 – Saturday, June 30 at Northwest-
ern College in St. Paul. 

According to organizers, the 
conference “offers biblical answers 
and hope for anyone impacted by 
homosexuality. This life-changing 
conference will bring encourage-
ment and direction to those con-
fl icted by their personal pursuit of 
God in the midst of dealing with 
unwanted same-sex attractions.” 

Pastors, ministry leaders and oth-
ers are encouraged to attend.

Special guests include Alan 
Chambers, Christopher Yuan, Jon-
athan Berry, Kary Oberbrunner, 
Rickey Chelette and Patrick Payton.

Cost for the entire conference is 
$329; daily admission is also avail-
able.

For additional information, call 
(407) 599-6872 or email confer-
ence@exodusinternational.org.

Purity Resolution 
Conference coming 
to local church

BROOKLYN PARK — Door of 
Hope Church will sponsor the Pu-
rity Resolution Conference on Sun-
day, July 1 at 10:00 a.m. The church 
meets in the “Curves Suite” at 4658 
85th Avenue North in Brooklyn 
Park.

The Rev. Angie Sandquist will 
serve as guest speaker for the event, 
which will focus on individual and 
national purity.

For more information on the Pu-
rity Resolution Conference, email 
pastorangie@doorofhopechurch.
net or call (763) 464-9952.

Group to co-sponsor 
religious rights rally

MINNEAPOLIS — Pro-Life Ac-
tion Ministries (PLAM) will co-
sponsor the Rally for Religious 
Freedom on Friday, June 8 from 
noon to 1:00 p.m. The rally will be 
held at the Minneapolis Federal 

Courthouse.  
PLAM was also involved with a 

similar rally earlier this year in St. 
Paul that drew some 2,000 people 
to protest the Health and Human 
Services (HHS) mandate requiring 
religious organizations to pay for 
contraceptives and other services 
that go against many of their reli-
gious beliefs.

For additional information on 
the rally, visit www.plam.org or 
email rally@plam.org. 

In addition, PLAM will hold the 
second National Sidewalk Coun-
seling Symposium from July 19-
21. The event is open to pro-life 
participants interested in sidewalk 
counseling.

Some of the topics covered will 
include “Spiritual Foundations 
of Sidewalk Counseling”; “Basic 
Sidewalk Counseling Training”; 
“Commanding the Sidewalk”; and 
“Recruiting and Organizing Inter-
denominationally.”

The Symposium cost is $25.
For more information on the 

Symposium, call (651) 771-1500 or 
email prolife@plam.org.

Bible quiz team takes 
home fi rst place trophy

TWIN CITIES/WESTERN WIS-
CONSIN — Seven local Teens for 
Christ (TFC) members recently 
took home the National Bible Quiz 
Championship trophy. The group, 
Revelation, competed in the Bible 
Quiz Fellowship (BQF) national 
tournament at Wisconsin Dells. 
They were quizzed on the books of 
Mark, Hebrews and 1 and 2 Peter.

“We are so thrilled about this,” 
said Jim Cicchese, coach and TFC 
director, via a media release. “This 
was the result of a huge effort over 
the whole school year. Together, 
this team memorized a total of 
nearly 6,000 Bible verses, and it was 
great to see that hard work reward-
ed with a national championship.”

Local teams have been compet-
ing in the Bible tournament for 
more than 30 years, and this was 
their fi rst national championship.

Cicchese continued: “We consider 
this a great blessing from God, and pa-
tient endurance and faithfulness is one 
of the things we learn from Scripture 

that is reinforced in Bible quizzing. 
Even if we had never won a national 
championship, God has rewarded and 
will reward every quizzer who takes the 
time to study and know His Word.”

For more information about 
BQF and Teens for Christ, call 
(715) 386-2549.

   

Church to hold 
‘open sings’

PLYMOUTH — Epiphany 
Church in Plymouth will host three 
“open sings” in July. Those inter-
ested will gather at the church at 
7:00 p.m. to rehearse for one hour. 
After a short break, the musicians 
and singers will come back and play 
straight through the selection.

The suggested donation is $10; 
all of the proceeds go to charity.

The musical selections include 
Vivaldi’s “Gloria” on July 11; Mozart’s 
“Requiem” on July 18; and Brahms’ 
“A German Requiem” (in English) 
on July 25.

For more information, contact John 
Hoffacker, music director of Church of 
the Epiphany, at (612) 850-9208.   



10 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • June 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

Sunday June 24th, 2012 
THE FEST

Minnehaha Falls Park, Minneapolis 

Celebrate your Swedish heritage  
in a family-friendly environment 

79th

Come join us at 10:30 for our outdoor Gudsjänst 
(Worship Service) featuring the Old Town Gospel Choir 
from Luleå Sweden. The ”Snö Troll” from Sweden will 
sing Scandinavian children’s songs as well as Swedish 
folksongs, plus much, much more. The Midsommar pole 
raising and program will start at 11:30. Välkommen.

www.svenskarnasdag.com 

2,000 participate in 
second annual prayer 
event

MINNEAPOLIS — More than 
1,500 people attended and some 
500 people viewed online the sec-
ond annual UNITE National Day 
of Prayer event at Mariucci Arena. 
The UNITE Twin Cities Worship 
Band joined Jamie Grace and Lee-
land to lead worship. Local minis-
try leaders and pastors also partici-
pated.

According to a news release, Nick 
Hall, founder of Pulse and an evan-
gelist, prayed for all areas of society: 
“While we’re here, on this National 
Day of Prayer, and while we pray 
and desire for godly leadership in 
the varying levels of political offi ces; 
while we pray and desire for God-
honoring policies to be passed by 
our government and legislat[ure]; 
while we pray and desire that God 
will give justice through our law en-
forcement and our judicial system 
and for quality education for our 
children; while we pray for our chil-
dren in our schools; while we pray 

for all those things, there is only 
one thing that we need tonight. We 
need God.”

Guthrie Theater to 
present ‘Amen Corner’

MINNEAPOLIS — The Guth-
rie Theater will present “The 
Amen Corner,” a Penumbra The-
atre Company production, now 
through June 17. The production is 
described as “a gospel-fi lled story of 
faith and family.”

Tickets start at $29 and can be 
purchased by calling (612) 377-
2224 or by visiting www.guthriethe-
ater.org. 

Pregnancy center to 
host walk for life event

BURNSVILLE — Amnion Cri-
sis Pregnancy Center will hold the 
Amnion CPC Walk for Life on Sat-
urday, June 9 at 9:00 a.m. at Faith 
Covenant Church in Burnsville. 
The two-mile free event hopes to 
raise $40,000 to help support moth-
ers.

For more information on the 
group or the event, visit www.amni-
oncpc.org/friends.  

South African worship 
leader to host CD 
release party

PLYMOUTH — South African 
worship leader Wynand Hansen 
will hold a CD release party for his 
debut CD, “Surrender 2012,” on 
Tuesday, July 12 at Messiah United 
Methodist Church in Plymouth. 
The free event will begin at 7:00 
p.m. 

For additional information on 
Hansen and the CD release party, 
visit www.wynandhansen.weebly.
com or call (612) 695-3760.

Group to sponsor 33rd 
annual Walk for Life

TWIN CITIES — New Life Fam-
ily Services is sponsoring its 33rd 
annual Walk for Life on Saturday, 
June 30. The event helps raise 
awareness and money for life.

The 5K will begin at 9:00 a.m., 

followed by the walk at 10:00 a.m. 
and Famous Dave’s BBQ at 11:00 
a.m.

For additional information or to 
register, visit www.nlfs.org. 

Group offers 
opportunities to learn 
Somali and reach 
Muslims for Christ

SAINT PAUL — World Relief 
Minnesota is hosting a week of 
training from June 17-23 at Bethel 
University about learning more 
about Islam and communicating 
Christ with Muslims. The group 
is hosting the Sahara Challenge 
by Fouad Masri’s Crescent Project 
team. 

Masri is founder and president of 
the Crescent Project and is the au-
thor of “Ambassadors to Muslims” 
and “Is the Injeel Corrupted?”

For more information, visit www.
crescentproject.org/saharachal-
lenge or call (612) 798-4332.

In addition, World Relief Minne-
sota is offering its Somali Adult Lit-
eracy Training (SALT), which is a 
ministry for Christian volunteers to 
teach English and literacy to their 
Somali neighbors. 

For more information on this 
training, visit www.worldreliefmn.
org or email minnesota@wr.org.

The Allen Family to 
hold concert at Crowne 
Pointe Church

BLOOMINGTON — The Allen 
Family, a traveling gospel music 
family that lives in a bus 365 days a 
year, will hold a concert at Crowne 
Pointe Church on Sunday, July 8 at 
3:00 p.m. The church meets at the 
Park Plaza Hotel at 4460 West 78th 
Street Circle in Bloomington.

The family has traveled to more 
than 30 states and four Canadian 
Provinces and has performed in 
countries outside the U.S.

Tickets to the concert are free, 
but a free-will offering will be taken.

For more information, call (952) 
334-0444 or email jbk225@msn.
com. To order free tickets, call 
(952) 431-1949. 

Fishing for Life to hold 
8th annual Fish Fair

ANOKA — Fishing for Life (FFL) 
is holding its 8th annual Fish Fair 
at the Anoka County Fairgrounds 
June 15-16. On Friday, June 15, 
the Sneak Peek Event will include 
a Sportsman’s Garage Sale, Busi-
ness/Vendor Expo and the Deep 
Cs Fish Fry. On Saturday, June 
16, the event will include carnival 
games, pony rides, a silent auction 
and trout pond.

According to its website, Fishing 
for Life was “established in order to 
minister to urban youth in the Min-
neapolis and St. Paul area through 
both fundraising and fi shing pro-
grams. Since its inception, FFL 
has raised $170,000 for more than 

20 urban youth organizations and 
partnered with other agencies.”

Admission is $5; those two and 
under get in free, as do active duty 
military and their families.

For additional information, visit 
www.fi shingforlife.org.

Golf tournament to 
raise money for youth 
ministry

BROOKLYN PARK — Allies Min-
istries, a youth organization that 
has been operating in Minnesota 
for more than 20 years, is holding 
the 22nd Allies Open at Edinburgh 
USA in Brooklyn Park on Tuesday, 
June 19.

For additional information, visit 
www.alliesnet.com or call (763) 
232-1559.  

Bible class to cover 
Job to Malachi

BROOKLYN PARK — Village 
Schools of the Bible will hold the 
Bible class Old Testament Poetry 
and Prophecy: Job to Malachi be-
ginning Tuesday, June 5 and meet-
ing each Tuesday until Aug. 28. The 
class will be held from 6:45 p.m. to 
8:45 p.m.

The 12-week study will be led by 
Dr. Harvey Martin, professor emeri-
tus of Christian Ministries at North-
western College.

The cost is $90 per person.
To register, call (952) 540-9460 

or email contact@villageschoolsoft-
hebible.org.

Church to host Holy 
Spirit conference

ARDEN HILLS — North Heights 
Lutheran Church in Arden Hills 
will host the Holy Spirit Conference 
Aug. 1-4. The conference theme is 
“To the Ends of the Earth” from 
Acts 1:8 and will include speakers 
Diane Brask, Bill Davis and Steve 
Sjogren.

All general sessions are free, and 
programs are available for nursery, 
children and teens.

Sjogren will lead the Pastors’ Day 
program “Leading Outwardly” on 
Wednesday, Aug. 1 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Registration for this 
program is $25, which includes a 
gourmet lunch.

For additional information and 
to register, visit www.lutheranre-
newal.org or call (651) 490-1517 
ext. 13.

Matt Maher to 
speak at bookstore

MAPLE GROVE — Award-win-
ning artist Matt Maher will appear 
at the Maple Grove LifeWay Chris-
tian Store on Friday, June 8 from 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Maher will answer questions, per-
form some songs and be available 
to sign autographs. 

For additional information, call 
(763) 420-3883. 
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There are approximately 400 kids waiting in the Minnesota 
foster care system in need of a forever family. At Bethany 
Christian Services of MN, we believe that all children deserve 
a safe, loving, and nurturing family. There are no agency 
fees for families who wish to adopt children from the State of 
Minnesota through this program.

Please call 763.553.0344 or visit www.bethany.org/minnesota 
for more information about MN Waiting Children adoption.

Is there room in your heart and 

home to make a difference 

in a waiting child’s life?

Children are waiting…

up mentors with inmates and 
helps inmates learn parenting 
skills while incarcerated and, more 
importantly, when they get out.

The mentor-inmate relation-
ship involves emotional support, 
spiritual guidance, hope and 
encouragement and aims to help 
mothers assimilate back into soci-
ety. Mentors also provide a listen-
ing ear and biblical counsel to the 
women in the program. 

The programs are biblically 
based, although Lori said they do 
not preach the gospel. 

“In that way, God has been very 
creative to reach people who 
would never come to church, 
never come to even a Christian 
parenting [class],” Lori said. “But 
they come because they want to 
learn how to be better moms and 
dads. Then we show them the love 
of God through creative ministry.” 

The goal, ultimately, is to help 
the women stay out of prison and 
assist them as they become better 
mothers and family members.

“We’re very unconditional; 
we’re very non-judgmental,” Lori 
said. “The women pick up on that 
because in the prison system you 
are going to be judged because 
that’s what it’s designed for; you’re 
going to be corrected, people are 
going to be very tough on you, 
and they are going to look at your 
history. We’re a ministry; we don’t 
look at your history … we are just 
trying to be Jesus’ hands and feet 
to these women.”

Suzanne Richardson moved to 
the Twin Cities about four years 
ago from South Carolina. With 
a teaching and counseling back-

SISTER’S 
KEEPER…
Continued from page 1

ground, Richardson was looking 
to get involved somewhere where 
she could utilize her skills. She met 
someone at church who knew Lori 
and knew that Lori was looking for 
someone to help with mentoring.

“I was only able to get a two-
week pass to go in to [the prison 
to] help teach,” she said. “The fi t 
was right.”   

She now serves as a volunteer 
director for the Sister’s Keeper 
program.

In looking for potential men-
tors for the women, Richardson 
said fi rst of all they need to be 
Christians. They also need to be 
“someone who is able to relate to 
the women and love them right 
where they are. If you cannot love 
someone right where they are, 
those women are going to know 
it in a minute.”

While in prison, the inmates 
have the opportunity to take up 
to 24 weeks of parenting classes. 
Since the waiting list to get a men-
tor is long, the inmates are intro-
duced to the idea when they are 
within six months of their release.

“[Once they are matched], 
they are writing letters back and 
forth, getting to know each other 
that way,” Lori said. “There is a 
potential for them to come visit 
the lady in the prison, through 
a professional visit through our 
organization. When they get out, 
they are waiting for them.”

The mentors are available to 
take the women to lunch and to 
job interviews and to help them 
through tough areas as they get 
readjusted to life—and their 
families—outside of prison. Sis-
ter’s Keeper tries to match the 
personalities of the mentors with 
those they will mentor.

By mentoring women, Sister’s 
Keeper hopes to impact the entire 

family.
“That’s the exciting part for me 

… potentially being the catalyst for 
change of an entire family system,” 
Richardson said. “If you’re help-
ing this woman in her life and the 
children are seeing a difference, 
the chances are pretty good they 
are not going to make the same 
mistakes.”

Richardson and Strong also be-
lieve that mentoring incarcerated 
women can oftentimes have just 
as much positive benefi t on the 
mentor as on the prisoner.

“It’s not hard work,” Richardson 
said. “It’s loving and caring about 
people. It’s not a one-sided thing.”

Strong said, “If [potential men-
tors] step out and did something 
like this if they’re feeling God tug-
ging on their heart, they’re going 
to grow probably even more than 
the women they are mentoring.” 

For more information about 
Parenting With Purpose and its 
Sister’s Keeper program and 
how to volunteer, visit www.
parentingwithpurpose.org, email 
info@parentingwithpurpose.org or 
call (763) 503-2892. 

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Evangelical 
Protestants account for nearly 
three-quarters of a million people 
in Minnesota, making the disparate 
group the fourth largest religious 
grouping in the state. Those who 
claim no religion or are atheists 
make up the most adherents in 
Minnesota with 2.3 million, fol-
lowed by the Catholic Church 
with 1.1 million and mainline 
Protestants with 975,000. 

The once-a-decade report is 
compiled by the Association of 
Religion Data Archives (ARDA) 
and looks at religious affi liations 
across the country.

Evangelical churches in Minne-
sota enjoyed broad growth in the 
last decade, the Catholic Church 
lost more than 100,000 members, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) lost 
nearly 116,000 members. The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints (Mormons) witnessed 
growth of more than 10,000 ad-
herents.

Pentecostal denominations in 
the state enjoyed varied growth 
during the last decade, with the 
Assemblies of God adding nearly 
20,000 members and other smaller 
Pentecostal churches adding ad-
herents.

Mainline Protestant churches 
have continued their decades’ long 
decline, with many denominations 
losing members, a trend that began 
in the 1960s.  

Data for the 2010 survey was col-
lected by the Association of Statisti-
cians of American Religious Bodies 
(ASARB) and includes information 
for 236 religious groups.

For more information about the 
Association of Religion Data Ar-
chives and to read the full report, 
visit www.thearda.com. 

Evangelicals experience 
impressive gains in state
Still outnumbered by mainline Protestants, however
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Christian Recovery Counseling
Specializing in helping men, women and 

children find freedom from emotional, 
sexual and physical abuse.

Who comes to CRC?   

For information  
or an appointment please call 

(763) 566-0088, ext 114

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

Tim Hanson 
“The HouseDoctor”

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

GUTTER INSTALLATION

For Appt:  651-528-7550

Coached By Grace 

(763) 354-6940

LIFE COACHING

We Exist to Glorify God by Multiplying 
Healthy Churches among All People 

Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity with the EFCA Foundation
✔ Converts your savings into a regular stream of payments
✔ A charitable way to supplement your retirement income 
✔ Provides funds you will not outlive
✔ Secures an immediate income tax deduction
✔ Fixed payments for one or two people
✔ The remaining funds will help support the EFCA’s mission and priorities

Sample One-Life Rates
Effective January 1, 2012, subject to change

Two-Life Rate Available Upon Request
Minimum $5,000

 Age Rate
 65 4.7%  
  70 5.1%
  75 5.8%
  80 6.8%
  85 7.8%
 90+ 9.0%

For a confi dential and personalized rate quote, please contact:

Mr. Lanny L. Harris, Gift Planner
EFCA Foundation

901 East 78th St., Minneapolis, MN 55420

Email: giftplan@efca.org
Web: www.efcafoundation.org

The EFCA Foundation is a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of America. Through EFCA Foundation gift 
annuities, you will help support the Evangelical Free Church of America’s efforts to fulfi ll the Great Commission. 

Christian Examiner staff report

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Ameri-
ca’s prisons have become a hotbed 
of evangelistic activity, according to 
a new Pew Research Center survey 
of professional chaplains assigned 
to minister there.

“Religion in Prisons: A 50-State 
Survey of Prison Chaplains,” con-
ducted by the center’s Forum on 
Religion & Public Life division 
found that 74 percent of the 
prison chaplains say that efforts by 
inmates to proselytize or convert 
other inmates are either very com-
mon (31 percent) or somewhat 
common (43 percent). About 
three-quarters of the chaplains 
say that a lot (26 percent) or some 
(51 percent) religious switching 
occurs among inmates in the 
prisons where they work. Many 
chaplains report growth from 
religious switching in the num-
bers of Muslims and Protestant 
Christians, in particular.

The survey also explored the 
question of religious extremism, 
a frequent talking point since the 
9/11 terrorist attacks. More than 
one-third of the clergy polled said 
that religious extremism is either 
very common (12 percent) or 
somewhat common (29 percent) 
among inmates. 

Religious extremism is reported 
by the chaplains as especially com-
mon among Muslim inmates—in-
cluding followers of the Nation 
of Islam and the Moorish Science 
Temple of America—and, to a sub-
stantial but lesser degree, among 

followers of pagan or earth-based 
religions such as Odinism and 
other small religious groups of 
which many Americans may have 
never heard. 

Just over a fi fth of the respon-
dents said that religious extrem-
ism seldom poses a threat to the 
security of the facility in which 
they work, with only 4 percent of 
chaplains saying religious extrem-
ism among inmates “almost always” 
poses a threat to prison security and 
an additional 19 percent saying it 
“sometimes” poses a threat.

The survey, conducted from 
Sept. 21 to Dec. 23 and released 
in late March, also sought to get 
a picture of the religious make-up 
of inmates since most prisons track 
the data but do not make it public.

On average, the chaplains sur-
veyed say that Christians as a whole 
make up about two-thirds of the 
inmate population in the facilities 
where they work. Protestants are 
seen, on average, as comprising 51 
percent of the inmate population, 
Catholics 15 percent and other 
Christian groups less than 2 per-
cent. The median estimate of the 
share of Protestants is 50 percent, 
meaning that half of the chaplains 
estimate that Protestants comprise 
more than 50 percent of the inmate 
population where they work, and 
half of the chaplains estimate the 
fi gure to be below that.

At the same time, the survey 
found that a majority (77 percent 
total) of chaplains reported that 
there is either “a lot” of religious 
switching (26 percent) or “some” 

switching of religious affi liation 
among inmates (51 percent).

Among chaplains who report 
that at least some switching occurs 
within the correctional facilities 
where they work, about half (51 
percent) report that Muslims are 
growing in number, and 47 per-
cent say the same about Protestant 
Christians. A sizable minority (34 
percent) of chaplains answering 
this question also say that followers 
of pagan or earth-based religions 
are growing.

The religious affi liations of the 
chaplains themselves was also stud-
ied with 71 percent of those polled 
identifying as Protestants, 13 per-
cent Catholics, 7 percent Muslims 
and the remainder other religions, 
including Judaism and Native 
American spirituality. A plurality of 
the chaplains (44 percent) consid-
er their faith to be part of the evan-
gelical Protestant tradition while 
15 percent come from a mainline 
Protestant tradition and 7 percent 
are from a historically black Protes-
tant tradition.

Researchers attempted to con-
tact all 1,474 professional chaplains 
working in state prisons across the 
country, and 730 chaplains re-
turned completed questionnaires, 
a response rate of nearly 50 per-
cent. Funding for the survey was 
underwritten by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation.

To see the entire report, includ-
ing the chaplains’ thoughts on 
faith-based training and re-entry 
programs, visit www.pewforum.org.

Pew study provides rare window 
into religion behind bars 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — In a 
display of just how far MTV will go 
to gain viewers, the cable network 
posted a casting notice for a reality 
television show, “Losing It,” aimed 
at getting young adults to lose their 
virginity.

“Young adulthood is a time for 
exploration. New relationships, 
fresh experiences and sexual fi rsts,” 
the casting notice said.

MTV sought people age 18 and 
older who would allow themselves 
to be fi lmed for television in their 
quest to engage in sex before mar-
riage — until the network known 
for pushing the limits received 
enough pushback to halt plans for 
the show.

Fox News reported May 21 that 
comments on Twitter about the 
show included “just when I thought 
MTV couldn’t stoop lower than 
‘Jersey Shore’” and “one more 
reason I am glad we canceled our 
cable a year ago.”

Actress Patricia Heaton tweeted, 

“This is so incredibly depressing.”
Though the casting call was 

scheduled to close May 28, the web-
page already was disabled at least a 
week in advance.

“This was a preliminary casting 
notice, and we’re not moving for-
ward with a pilot,” an MTV spokes-
person told Fox News.

Dan Gainor, vice president of 
business and culture for the Me-
dia Research Center, told Fox that 
MTV was “pandering to the gutter.”

“This is part of the media attempt 
to mock people who have morals 
and to treat virginity like a disease 
that must be cured,” Gainor said.

Nicole Clark, director of the 
documentary “Cover Girl Culture,” 
told Fox News, “Adults know how 
strongly girls/boys desire attention 
and recognition. Offering fame to 
girls willing to lose their virginity 
is only going to encourage girls to 
participate, without considering 
the repercussions to their future or 
mental health. It’s irresponsible.”

MTV show about losing virginity halted

SEATTLE — The state of Wash-
ington may already have surpassed 
Oregon as the leader in legal, phy-
sician-assisted suicides.

At least 70 Washington residents 
died in 2011 as a result of taking 
lethal drug doses prescribed by 
doctors, the state’s Department of 
Health reported May 2. The total 
may have been higher, however. It 
was uncertain if fi ve other people 
who died after receiving prescrip-
tions of lethal medication did so 
after taking the drug. Another 19 
people who received the prescrip-
tions died without ingesting the 
medication.

Oregon set its record of 71 as-
sisted suicides in 2011.

In 1997, Oregon became the fi rst 
state to legalize assisted suicide. 
The practice became legal in Wash-
ington in 2009. Both states permit 
terminally ill citizens to take their 
own lives with prescription drugs.

Oregon has recorded 596 assisted 
suicide deaths since the practice 
became legal, while Washington has 
reported at least 157 such deaths.

As has been the case in Oregon, 
the three leading concerns ex-
pressed by Washington residents 
who received lethal prescriptions 
in 2011 were reduced ability “to 
engage in activities making life 
enjoyable” (89 percent), loss of au-
tonomy (87 percent) and “loss of 
dignity” (79 percent).

Washington may be leader in assisted suicides
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 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Multiple regions California
❑ Minneapolis, MN   ❑  San Diego Co.

❑ Seattle/Tacoma, WA ❑  Inland Empire

On-line ❑  Orange Co. 

❑  Internet ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like a “hotlink” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens 
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug 
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information 
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our 
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop men-
toring relationships with residents in our residential program. A good driving record is 
required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men & 
Women's Programs. FT AND PT opening in the Long Term Men's Program.

Men's Program Administrative Assistant 
Organized individual needed to assist with correspondence, scheduling, resident records 
and other clerical duties. Knowledge of MS Office applications, as well as excellent written 
and verbal communication skills required. FT. $12/hr + benefits. 

Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor 
MN Teen Challenge seeks an individual to work in Rule 31 licensed residential treatment 
program. Experienced individual will provide CD counseling, group session assistance & 
treatment plan review. Prior counseling experience, Procentive and DAANES – strongly 
preferred. FT, competitive salary + benefits.

Director of Finance and Administration 
MN Teen Challenge seeks an individual to lead the administrative & financial departments 
including accounting, information technology, human resources, and facilities. As a mem-
ber of the management team, the Director of Finance and Administration will be involved 
in a wide range of internal initiatives including budgeting, forecasting, internal and external 
financial reporting, oversight of billing and collection processing, performance metrics and 
risk management. The ideal candidate will have demonstrated leadership abilities, 8+ years 
of experience in accounting and/or finance and at least 5 years managing multiple work 
teams. Flexible working hours may be an option for the right candidate. 

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

Donate any  
Motorized 

Vehicle 
In Any 

Condition 
Help send an  

underprivileged  
child to Camp 
Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax 
Deduction 

Tax Deductible  
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call: 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent local church

CARS FOR 
COMPASSION

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy, 
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this 
message on!

 AUTOMOBILE
Top money for your used car. Call (651) 398-7388 
Ken Ray.  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Work from home. Put your faith fi rst. Family second 
with an opportunity to earn a great income. (952) 
474-4682. Buscando Bilinque

Christian values income opportunity. High Tech 
Manufacturer offers unique opportunity for Christian 
families home based business. Call 1-800-667-
9851 for recorded message and information, 
or leave contact info at www.ecobusiness.com/
vicvee/Christian.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

Trained Christian teacher looking for students. Ed, 
(952) 607-6962.

HELP WANTED
  Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: 
Christian outreach housing project needs a licensed 
alcohol and drug counselor for this Christian faith 
based Outpatient program. If you are interested, 
please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.

HOUSING FOR RENT
Roseville, 3 bedroom. SxS bungalow, attached 
garage. C/A, Moundsview schools. August 1, 
$1,195/month • (651) 324-6883.

Lakeshore home on beautiful Prior Lake. A quiet 
retreat. Rent is $1,700 plus utilities. Home is 
nicely furnished with quality furniture. Christian, 
nonsmoker(s). No pets. Three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms, offi ce, living room, kitchen with large pantry, 
dining room, attached one car garage. Completely 
fi nished lower level with laundry, recreation room, 
and walk-out to the lake. Large, beautiful, level 
yard with sandy beach and sunsets! Use of docks 
included. Unfurnished optional. Christian landlord. 
Call (952) 445-2544.

  LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian woman to be live-in aide. Assist 
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian 
ministry. Drivers license. No experience neces-
sary – will train. Flexible hours. Room, wages. Nice 
neighborhood. St. Paul. Jean (651) 690-0645.

MINISTRIES
  Do you need peace, joy, & healing? Jesus Christ is 
able. He is still working miracles! Contact Minister 
Connie Peterson, Licensed Full Gospel Christian 
Minister, at ministerconnie@gmail.com.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Development for Change.  Nonprofi t 501c3 orga-
nization, seeking board members and volunteers; 
to help build our mission of faith based recovery 
group homes, for individuals overcome addictions 
and barriers. Contact Caroline (651) 408-5436.

  Loving host homes needed for Japanese University 
students coming to study short term at Bethel Univer-
sity late summer 2012. Stipend and transportation 
help provided. Contact Deb at (763) 522-5051 or 
djamwa@aol.com

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
  Worship Leader Available: Ralph Hepola, piano & 
vocals: (612) 803-8914.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                            Mature female roommate wanted to share house 
with elderly woman near Excelsior and Chanhas-
sen. Private upper half-story bedroom plus garage, 
laundry, cable, internet. Can you help with preparing 
meals, and a little driving? Rent as low as $400. 
Please email momknitter987@gmail.com.

Plymouth, Room for rent for one female. No 
smoking, drinking, drugs or pets. $450+ deposit. 
(763) 742-7687.

Coon Rapids. Desire male roommates that are 
preparing to serve God as fulltime missionaries. 
Preference given to individuals who are planning 
to work in frontier, unreached people situations. 
Ken (763) 717-2360.

  We are looking for a 3rd Christian female roommate 
to rent a sizeable bedroom in Golden Valley. Rent is 
$460 with utilities.  Garaged parking is an option. 
Room available immediately. Call (612) 801-0527.

Crystal. Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, no drugs, no pets. 
$450 + deposit, all utilities included. Available im-
mediately. Please call (763) 370-7168, gary_two@
hotmail.com.

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

B    arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

Interior/Exterior painting: Quality job at a rea-
sonable price. Ten years experience. Mark, (763) 
744-8331.

TIME SHARE FOR SALE
Time Share for Sale. Park Plaza-Park City, Utah. 
Floating week, Anytime. One bedroom. Asking 
$10,000, make offer. Call (714) 892-7810. (No 
brokers please).

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED
Want ride to Orlando, Florida theme Bible park. 
Group Travel. (763) 571-8814.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

ROOMS   FOR RENT

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC 
Financial Advisors 

Certified Public Accountant

Office 952-432-7770 952-432-7775 
david@davidshabazcpa.com

7300 W 147th

WHAT NEEDS FIXING?
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▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

651.494.4169

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a 
writer, editor and communications director. His articles 
have appeared in a variety of publications—from small-
town newspapers to big-city newspapers to magazines and journals. His 
articles have also prompted radio and television appearances, and he has 
worked with dozens of published authors and other public fi gures.

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

3910 Stevens Ave. S., Minneapolis 55409

— A Christian-based Childcare Center —

Family Circle Learning Center
“Children Are Our Heritage”

By Scott Noble

ROBBINSDALE — An 
11-year-old boy, a little red 
plane, the bayous of Louisiana 
and a relentless search for love. 
Those characteristics form the 
basis of “The Little Red Plane,” 
the inaugural fi lm from local 
PGV Productions. The fi lm was 
recently released on DVD as 
it was choosing a distribution 
partner.

Filmed in Louisiana, “The Little 
Red Plane” follows a young boy 
who is abandoned by his mother 
and her boyfriend as he tries to put 
together the pieces of his life—and 
the toy plane given to him by the 
father he never knew. 

Peter Baehr and Dave Dueck, 
the fi lm’s producers, met in 
Chicago in 2007 and found a 
common desire to make inspi-
rational movies that refl ect the 
oftentimes messy happenings of 
daily life. 

The idea for “The Little Red 
Plane” came to Baehr while 

Local production company 
releases inaugural fi lm
‘The Little Red Plane’ is an inspirational fi lm about an 11-year-old boy

‘The Little Red Plane’ follows an 11-year-old boy in the bayous of Louisiana as he searches for love.

reading Scripture.
“As I was reading the story of 

Samuel,” Baehr said, “I was im-
mediately impressed with the fact 
that although God wasn’t speaking 
to a lot of people at that time, He 
chose to communicate with this 
unlikely little boy at the temple. I 
knew this was a story I wanted to 
tell. As recreating ancient Israel 

was slightly out of our budget, we 
retold the story in the Louisiana 
bayous, where I lived at the time. 
We kept the timeframe somewhat 
ambiguous to maintain the archaic 
feel of the story.”

In 2008, the duo had co-written 
the script for “The Little Red Plane” 
and was scouting for locations to 
fi lm. They ultimately chose the 
bayous of Louisiana and recruited 
veteran actor Brent Henry and 
newcomers Philip Roth and Har-
rison Fredricks to act in the fi lm. 
Dueck directed it.

Through viewing the fi lm, Baehr 
hopes people will see that God 
doesn’t always answer our prayers 
the way we expect.

“People tend to approach 
prayer with a very specifi c and 
often fl awed set of expecta-
tions,” he said. “They pray for 
the outcome they desire and 
totally miss the phenomenon 
of interacting with God. One of 
the things this fi lm communi-
cates is that God answers prayer 
in ways we don’t expect, because 
He comprehends justice on a 
greater scale and isn’t trapped 
beneath what seems fair at the 
moment.”

In May, the Dove Foundation 
awarded “The Little Red Plane” 
four “doves” out of fi ve, saying 
the movie “just might touch 
you and your family in a very 
big way,” according to a news 
release from PGV Productions.

From conception to produc-
tion, faith played an integral 
role in how Baehr developed 
the fi lm.

“My faith was foundational to 
every aspect of the fi lm, from 
choosing the right message dur-
ing the writing to the intense 
coordination required to mo-
bilize actors, crew, equipment 
and locations,” he said. “As each 
diffi culty arose, we sought direc-
tion from God, and He always 
provided a solution.”

PGV Productions’ next fi lm 
is “Six Inch Rule,” which “puts 
a romantic, comedic spin on a 
loosely adapted story of Esther,” 
Baehr said. 

For more information about 
“The Little Red Plane,” visit www.
littleredplanefi lm.com. 
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AM 980 KKMS 
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AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 
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By Scott Noble

“40 Days: Inspiration and 
Encouragement to Get You 
Through Tough Times”
By Therese Marszalek
Word and Spirit Books, © 2011, 
255 pages 

After emerging from a “wilder-
ness” season, Therese Marszalek 
felt as if God had given her a “great-
er understanding of the Father’s 
love, [and that] the God of love 
directed me to birth this book …” 

“40 Days: Inspiration and En-
couragement to Get You Through 
Tough Times” is written in a devo-
tional style, with daily readings and 
refl ections on each day’s topic.

Each day includes a meditation, 
Scripture focus, devotion and re-
fl ection. In addition, each refl ec-
tion activity includes a section on 
repentance, submission and words 
from the Father, areas where the 
reader has a chance to interact with 
the book. 

Marszalek was born and raised 
in Minnesota and graduated from 
Hopkins Eisenhower High School. 
She left the Twin Cities when she 
was 30 years old and currently re-
sides in Washington state.

The minister and inspirational 
speaker has written several books, 
including “From the Wilderness 
to the Miraculous”; “Miracles in 
the Lives of Or-
dinary People”; 
and “Miracles 
Still Happen.”

Each devo-
tional in “40 
Days” is written 
in an easy-to-
read manner, 
combining per-
sonal stories 
from her life and stories from 
Scripture—all centered around the 
topic for each day. 

The 40 days concept propheti-
cally represents the wilderness, 
she writes, and the book “provides 
the light of God’s lamp to lead 
and guide you into all truth. His 
anointed Word is a lamp to our feet 

and a light for our path (Psalm 
119:105). As you write His Word 
on the tablet of your heart, it will 
illuminate that which is in front 
of you today and will shine the 
way for the journey ahead.”

“40 Days” is a helpful devo-
tional for those wishing to draw 
closer to God through prayer, 
Scripture reading and interac-
tion with each day’s exercises. 

“Four Views on Divine 
Providence”
Contributors: Paul Kjoss 
Helseth, William Lane Craig, Ron 
Highfi eld and Gregory A. Boyd
Zondervan, © 2011, 265 pages, 
$19.99

In another of its popular Coun-
terpoints series books, Zondervan 
recently tackled the subject of divine 
providence, the concept of the extent 
of God’s control in the world. The 
series has previously addressed numer-
ous theological issues with prominent 
theologians, including the topics of 
eternal security, sanctifi cation, the 
rapture and others. 

Each book is developed using several 
authors who have different perspectives 
on the topic at hand. 

In “Four Views on Divine Provi-
dence,” each author writes a chapter on 
his particular view and then the other 
three authors write a shorter response. 
The positions include “God Causes All 

Things,” written by Paul Kjoss Hels-
eth, professor of Christian Thought 
at Northwestern College in St. Paul; 
“God Directs All Things,” by William 
Lane Craig, research professor of 
philosophy at Talbot School of 
Theology, Biola University; “God 
Controls by Liberating,” by Ron 
Highfi eld, professor of Religion at 
Pepperdine University; and “God 
Limits His Control,” by Greg Boyd, 

teaching pastor at Woodland Hills 
Church in St. Paul and former theology 
professor at Bethel University.

In the Introduction, Dennis Jowers, 
the general editor of the book, lays the 
foundation for the discussions of divine 
providence.

“To arrive at a responsible position 
on the questions of what God con-

trols and how He 
controls it,” he 
writes, “one must 
weigh a great deal 
of evidence, care-
fully work out the 
implications of al-
ternative answers 
and scrutinize the 
frequently intri-
cate arguments 

employed for and against different 
models of divine providence.”

Local theologian Helseth takes a 
Reformed view when laying out his 
arguments for divine providence, 
arguing that God “preserves and gov-
erns all things.” On the other side of 
the spectrum, local pastor Boyd takes 
what is referred to as the “open” view 
or “open theism,” which argues that 
God allows humans free will without 
specifi cally directing their actions.

As with the other Counterpoints 
books, a moderate level of knowledge 
and interest in the topic is necessary 
to get the most out of the arguments. 
The essays are written intelligently and 
with a certain level of sophistication 
regarding the theological topic at hand.

For those interested in deep and 
consequential theological discus-
sion, the Counterpoints books—
and specifi cally “Four Views on Di-
vine Providence”—are helpful and 
stretching reads.

“Four Views on Divine Provi-
dence” and “40 Days” can be pur-
chased at Lifeway Christian Stores 
or online. 

Providing comprehensive legal services.
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Books look at divine providence 
and inspiration for tough times

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — The Min-
nesota Department of Health 
(MDH) recently reported that 
the number of sexually trans-
mitted diseases (STDs) in Min-
nesota climbed to a new high 
in 2011. Reportable STDs in-
clude chlamydia, gonorrhea 
and syphilis.

The 2011 numbers were at 
19,547, noticeably higher than 
the 18,009 reported in 2010 
and the 16,912 reported in 
2009.

“STDs remain a serious 
health threat if not detected 
and treated early,” said Minne-
sota Health Commissioner Dr. 
Edward Ehlinger, via a media 
release. “It’s important to let 
people know how serious these 
diseases can be and how they 
can be prevented. The alarm-
ing STD disparities between 
whites and our populations of 
color and American Indians 

tell us where we may need to 
increase our efforts in partner-
ship with our most impacted 
communities.”

According to offi cials, chla-
mydia is “the number one re-
ported infectious disease in the 
state.” Nearly one in three cas-
es occurred in Greater Minne-
sota, and the majority of cases 
were reported by those 15 to 24 
years old.

“Testing and diagnosing 
these diseases in their early 
stages is another way to help 
stop their spread and to prevent 
long term health consequenc-
es,” said Peter Carr, manager 
of the STD and HIV Section 
at MDH, via the release. “The 
only problem is that most STDs 
don’t show symptoms until it’s 
too late. The key is to get tested 
regularly if sexually active.”

For more information about this 
report and others, visit www.health.
state.mn.us. 

STDs in Minnesota on the rise
Report says new high reached in 2011
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A great day of family fun, networking, and christian music

7th Annual!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012

at Minneapolis Convention Center

www.ChristianFair.com

Now accepting vendor registration
Vendor early bird rate expires May 15th

12,000 - 15,000 people 
expected to attend this year

Vendors: Contact Lana Branham at 763.245.6355 or by email at lanab1912@aol.com

WHY BE A VENDOR?  
 Brand differentiation – set your organization apart from others
 Create organization awareness and visibility
 Highlighting your commitment to community
 Enhance your organization’s credibility and educate the public 

about your products and services
 Target a great market
 Get in front of up to thousands all in one setting in a single day
 Talk with people that are there to hear about your organization  
 You control your message. Show a video, hand out coupons, 

recruit volunteers, etc.  
 Participate in the largest Christian Fair in the Midwest. 

WHO SHOULD BE A VENDOR?
 Ministries
 Churches
 Recreation Venues
 Music Ministries
 Camps

 Schools/Colleges
 Local and National 

Businesses
 Publishing Houses
 Artists


