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Pastors’ conference
to focus on God’s
design for marriage
Theologian Wayne Grudem to address
role of Christians in government
Christian Examiner staff report
EDEN PRAIRIE — In six months,
Minnesotans will go to the polls to
vote on whether to constitutionally
define marriage in the state as between one man and one woman. In
anticipation of the vote, the Minnesota Family Council (MFC) is
aiming to train pastors and other
leaders on the importance of traditional marriage and the Minnesota
Marriage Amendment. The group
is sponsoring the Minnesota Pastors for Marriage Conference: UpSee GRUDEM, page 2

Dr. Wayne Grudem believes Christians
are to do good works and those
include being involved in politics.

Living Hope Ministries keeps Christ and the gospel at the forefront of their work.

Urban Light

Governor vetoes abortion
clinic licensing bill
Bringing hope to lower northeast Minneapolis
Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — In late April,
Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton vetoed legislation that would have
instituted safety standards at the
state’s abortion facilities. The bill,
S. F. 1921, was authored by Rep.
Mary Liz Holberg, R-Lakeville and
Sen. Claire Robling, R-Jordan.
The bill would have required
facilities that perform 10 or more
abortions per year to be licensed by
the commissioner of health.
“This veto highlights Governor
Dayton’s commitment to protecting
the abortion industry, even when it
results in putting women’s health at
risk,” said Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) Executive
INDEX
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Director Scott Fischbach, via a media release. “Abortion is one of the
most common medical procedures
in Minnesota, and there is no way
for women to know if they are going to be in a safe or clean facility.”
While the number of abortions
in the state continues to decline,
there were more than 11,000 performed in 2011.
According to MCCL, abortion facilities are currently granted an exemption
from licensing that applies to other
outpatient surgical centers.
“Women need to know that the
Department of Health has zero
oversight of abortion facilities and
cannot ensure their safety because
Governor Dayton has forbidden it,”
Fischbach said.

By Scott Noble
MINNEAPOLIS — Steve Moen
had no intention of becoming a
missionary. He figured he would
be a guy with a job who supported
missionaries financially. While
growing up in the suburbs, he
also never imagined that his work
would lead him into urban areas.
Yet God had a different plan for
Moen.
More than 20 years ago, he was
working at a camp in Wisconsin.
“My first night at camp was with
an urban group of about 200 kids
from the Austin neighborhood in
Chicago,” Moen recalled. “I did

patrol that night, and while I was
looking out, the Lord just made
it clear that I’d be working with
inner city kids. He didn’t tell me
when, where or how or why but
from that time—for the next couple of years—my heart for these
kids grew.”
So when it was time to leave
camp, Moen remembers driving
back to the Twin Cities on I-94
and praying: “OK, Lord, we’re
going on a journey. I don’t know
where it is, but where you lead I’ll
follow.”
The next several weeks, however, were probably not what Moen
was expecting after his prayer.

During the two coldest months
in Minnesota—January and February—Moen found himself living
on the streets. He doesn’t look at
this time as unfortunate though.
He calls those several weeks his
“boot camp, the best thing I could
have gone through.”
In 1993, he founded Living
Hope Ministries, using the call he
received from God and his experience on the streets to form the
mission for the new organization:
“We want to see our friends and
neighbors transformed by the
power of the gospel and living
See MINISTRY, page 7

Local community helps support Kenyan college
Daystar University enjoys close relationship with U.S. churches and colleges
By Scott Noble
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Kenya’s Daystar University offers a variety of degrees for students hoping to
impact their communities for Christ.

EDINA — Churches in the Twin
Cities, as well as two local colleges,
have helped financially and formed
partnerships with Daystar University, a leading Christian university
located in Nairobi, Kenya. The university, founded in 1974, was initially supported “heavily by missionaries from the U.S.,” according to Dr.
Timothy Wachira, vice chancellor
of the school. Wachira visited the
Twin Cities in April to meet with
Daystar University U.S. officials.
Now, more than 30 years after
its founding, Daystar has become
a thriving university with more
than 4,000 students from some 20
countries in Africa. The school also
offers more than 15 undergradu-

ate majors, including communications, community development,
computer science and information
technology. In addition, Master’s
degree programs are available, and
the school launched its first PhD
program in 2010.
What makes the school unique,
however, is its commitment to
Christ and its desire to impact the
world for Him.
Wachira said the school’s vision
“is to transform the society in Kenya
and Africa.”
More than 14,000 graduates are
now working across Africa, many with
ministries such as International Justice
Mission, World Vision, Africa Inland
Mission and World Relief.
See UNIVERSITY, page 6
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GRUDEM…
Continued from page 1
holding God’s Design for Marriage
on Wednesday, May 9, at Grace
Church in Eden Prairie.
Organizers hope the conference
will help leaders to “faithfully
defend the biblical definition of
marriage this year in Minnesota,
the biblical basis for engagement
and the legal dimensions surrounding” the issue.
Speakers include the Rev. Troy
Dobbs, senior pastor of Grace
Church in Eden Prairie; Jordan
Lorence, senior counsel and senior vice president of the Office
of Strategic Initiatives for the
Alliance Defense Fund; and Dr.
Wayne Grudem, Research Professor, Theology and Biblical Studies
at Phoenix Seminary and author
of numerous books, including his
latest, “Politics—According to
the Bible.”
In his presentations, Grudem
said from his home in Arizona,
he will argue that the “teachings
of the Bible—the moral teachings
of the Bible—show clearly that
marriage from the beginning of

creation was intended by God
to be between one man and one
woman only. Whenever societies
have deviated from that pattern,
it has been a destructive policy.”
Yet many counter that argument
by saying that religion or faith
should play no role in how secular
governments make their policies.
Grudem responded to those
claims by saying that “marriage
is not merely a religious institution or a Christian institution; it’s
an institution for all people for
all time. It began not when the
church began or not when the
Jewish people began in Genesis
12 with the call of Abraham, but
marriage began at the beginning
of creation with Adam and Eve in
the Garden of Eden.”
Polls statewide over the last several months have shown that those
in support of traditional marriage
hold a slight edge. To date, some
30 states have adopted similar constitutional marriage amendments
to the one proposed in Minnesota.
In his first session at the conference, Grudem will address
“five wrong views about Christian
involvement with government.”
Those views include “government should compel religion;
government should exclude
religion; all government is evil
and demonic; churches should
do evangelism, not politics; [and]
churches should do politics, not
evangelism.”
Grudem believes that despite
the criticism from many that
Christians should avoid politics,
“the Bible teaches us that we are
to do good works.” And those
“good works” often include being
involved in political issues.
“[God] wants us to bring beneficial influence to our neighbors because we are to love our
neighbors as ourselves,” he said.
“He wants us to bring beneficial
influence to families because the
Bible teaches about how families
should conduct themselves. He
wants us to bring beneficial influence to marriages because the
Bible teaches about marriage. He
wants us to bring beneficial influence to businesses because the
Bible teaches about honesty and
diligence and work and fairness
and justice and the allocation of
our property. The Bible wants us
to bring transformation to all of
society: schools, businesses and
certainly government.”
Grudem’s presentations will include numerous biblical examples
that he believes lay the foundation
for Christian involvement in politics and government.
While some who believe in traditional marriage have become discouraged about its prospects moving forward in the United States,
Grudem remains encouraged.
“I am encouraged ultimately
because Romans 2:14-15 says
that the moral principles or the
moral laws of God are written on
everyone’s heart, and they have an
echo in their conscience even if
they don’t have the Bible,” he said.
“I think that in people’s inward
moral sense or conscience, there is
recognition that we were designed
for marriage between one man
and one woman and that is what
is morally right. That is why I think
appeals to the general sense of well
being of society among people
generally have prevailed in state
after state after state where constitutional marriage amendments
have been on the ballot.”
For more information on the Minnesota Pastors for Marriage Conference, visit www.mfc.org.
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Political pundits and the gospel
I happened to be watching CNN
the night political strategist/pundit
Hilary Rosen made her now infamous comment about Ann Romney, wife of presidential contender
Mitt Romney: “His wife has actually
never worked a day in her life.”
The comment, as we know now,
sparked a heated political battle
about women who work outside the
home and those who work in the
home.
After some encouragement,
Rosen eventually apologized. Emotions and passions were raised on
each side of the issue and debate
waged for several days after Rosen’s
comment. In the end, it will probably be remembered as one of several compelling events during the
2012 presidential campaign.
As I was reading about this
episode and thinking about it, I
couldn’t help wonder about the
role of pundits and strategists in
our current political environment.
For years now, government at sev-

eral levels has become paralyzed by
the constant and often vitriolic attacks committed by those on both
sides. Democrats constantly criticize Republicans, and Republicans
constantly criticize Democrats. It
has been our recipe for political
paralysis.
There is enough blame to go
around, but I wonder how our political environment would look if
we didn’t pay attention to the political pundits we hear and listen
to each day. We know they have
agendas, and we know their views
are often dictated by their political
persuasion, so why do we give them
our attention?
In a way, you kind of wonder if it’s
a game to them. They go on the air
each evening with the same take,
the same perspective, the same side
of the debate, hoping to excite—or
incite—their base of political supporters to support certain positions
or candidates.
The entire Hilary Rosen contro-

versy, which was part of the larger
“War on Women” debate, reveals
how little political pundits regard
the motives and beliefs of others.
Someone doesn’t agree with your
perspective so you say they are waging a war against women. Or they
don’t care about the environment
because they won’t vote for a certain piece of legislation. Or they
don’t care about the poor because
they support legislation A instead
of legislation B.
As Christ followers, it’s important for us watch the political debates with our lives steeped in the
gospel. We are not to judge other’s
motives or to tear down someone
because they do not believe as we
do. We must passionately embrace
the values Christ calls us to but not
in a way where we devalue the opinions—or motives—of those who
have different perspectives.
This episode has challenged me
to try and integrate more of the
gospel into my political perspec-

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
tive—not so much on the issues
but focused on the ways we interact
with others.
It would be interesting to see
what our country would look like
if we stopped paying attention to
those who are paid to take certain
political positions and who com-

municate them night after night on
the nation’s airwaves. What if we examined the issues based on our own
analysis or on some other trusted
source? What if we refused to take
the bait political pundits lay out for
us each day and reserved our opinions, our passions, our support for
honest and accurate debate?
Maybe we could solve some of
the long-term issues this country
must confront. We won’t be able to
tackle Social Security reform, the
health care crisis and the economic
downturn if we only listen to those
who diminish their opponents with
vitriol and castigation. We will only
solve our nation’s woes by treating each other—as the gospel instructs—with the same compassion,
care and love Christ urged us to
demonstrate.
Be sure to follow us on Twitter
(@cenewsmn) and on Facebook
for the latest news, updates and
contest giveaways.

Why do they come? God’s bigger answer
Questions and opinions about
immigration abound as Americans
debate our response to human migration to the United States.
Authors Matthew Soerens and
Jenny Hwang interviewed scores of
evangelical pastors throughout the
U.S. before writing their popular
book, “Welcoming the Stranger:
Justice, Compassion and Truth in
the Immigration Debate.”
They made a disheartening discovery: hardly anyone based their
opinion about immigration on
biblical principles. Yet the Bible
has much advice to offer about
immigration. The people of God
were often migrants in foreign
lands or hosted migrants in their
own land of Israel.
The good news is that a new understanding about immigration
is beginning to unfold among
evangelicals. National evangelical leaders and denominational
presidents recognize that God in
His sovereignty is at work in the
movements of humanity and are
giving leadership to a just, com-

Bob Oehrig
passionate and truthful response
to questions about immigration.
Some evangelical leaders have
proposed that if, at the end of the
21st century, America remains a
predominantly Christian nation,
our descendents will look back
and recognize that Christianity
remained strong in America precisely because of the spiritual influence of new immigrants coming to America. We take hope in
the truth that God is building His
church, His way.

World Relief Minnesota is a
ministry of Transform Minnesota, and through it evangelical
churches throughout the Twin
Cities are working together to
“welcome the stranger,” embracing a biblical vision of caring for
those who are vulnerable.
Many times people ask us why so
many refugees come to Minnesota.
Again, Scripture gives us insight
that goes deeper than the human
causes that are apparent to us.
Certainly refugees come to Minnesota looking for hope and safety,
to escape horrific persecution,
fear and isolation. But, as Scripture brings to light, the reason
they come to our communities
is not only about their appalling
situations but also about God’s sovereign movement in history.
The apostle Paul declared the
following: “From one man he
made every nation of men, that
they should inhabit the whole
earth; and he determined the
times set for them and the exact
places where they should live.

God did this so that men would
seek him and perhaps reach out
for him and find him, though he
is not far from each one of us”
(Acts 17:26-27).
This articulates that it is God
who is bringing the nations to the
U.S. and illuminates the “why” behind this unprecedented movement of people. It’s not just that
our new neighbors might experience peace and security and find
God, but it’s that they are also
God’s agents to bring you and
me a new understanding of God,
to help revitalize our churches
and to bring the gospel into the
lives of those unreached or unchurched in our own communities, who need to hear of God’s
love and provision through passionate new voices.
Closely aligned to this concept
is what Jesus spoke as recorded in
Mark’s gospel: “My house will be
called a house of prayer for all nations” (Mark 11:17).
This speaks to the identity of
the Church, not just as a place to

pray about all the nations but as a
place for all the nations to gather
together and worship God.
This vision is captured in Revelation 7 as people from every
tribe, nation and language gathered around the throne of God
in worship. While it is a future vision, it is also a future-now vision.
Surely God delights in church
communities where refugees and
natives gather together to worship—living out God’s purpose to
unite all nations under His leadership.
Open your hearts to what
God wants to teach you and
what God can teach His Church,
through those who have traveled
a hard road to call themselves our
friends, neighbors and joint heirs
of God’s blessings.
Bob Oehrig is executive director of World Relief Minnesota
and was previously pastor of
Outreach and Mission at Grace
Church Roseville and executive
director of Daystar U.S.

How do we communicate the gospel?
The recently released movie
“Blue Like Jazz” is an interesting,
genre-challenging movie that will,
or at least should, stir up some
excellent conversation. Based on
Don Miller’s semi-autobiographical
book by the same title, it deals with
Christian spirituality without being
what would commonly be thought
of as a Christian movie.
Some controversy surrounds the
movie. It has an honesty and authenticity that connects with some
and troubles others. It’s easy to understand why. Seeing uncomfortable or embarrassing church moments played out or secular college
campus life portrayed (albeit not
condoned), are things you don’t
expect from a “Christian movie.”
These were conscious decisions
by Miller and director Steve Taylor. They, along with lead actor
Marshall Altman, discussed this
approach after a pre-screening of
the movie recently at Macalester
College in St. Paul. Taylor spent
time describing some of the difficulties he encountered in making
this movie. At one point, he emo-

tionally described how some in the
broader Christian movie industry
had made statements and decisions
that (it seemed to me) broke his
heart. It was a sad moment.
The conversation moved on to
other aspects of the movie, and one
particular scene highlighting when
ministry is sometimes embarrassing
or “cheesy” was brought up. The
movie dealt with the scene very well:
sympathetic characters in the movie
were kind but uncomfortable. When
this came up, there were laughs and
groans and sighs in the audience.
And there was one person near me
whose response took me aback. He
appeared angry. He nearly scowled
when the topic of ministry done so
embarrassingly came up.
I realized that I was seeing two sides
of the same coin. Here was the director sharing with pathos how he’d felt
so wronged that his well-intentioned
efforts were being scorned by the
very people who he thought would
empathize. And near me was a man
who was willing to scorn the ministry
efforts of others because he judged
them poorly done. I acknowledge

Ken Martin
that I could have misread either
Taylor or the man next to me, but
I think I nevertheless stumbled into
something worthwhile.
We might think we know what a
“Christian movie” should be. We
might think we are right to expect
a certain level of excellence from
our ministers. We might think the
coffee at church should be stronger (I often think this). Or today’s
sermon should have emphasized
something else. Or his shoes are too
nice … who is he trying to impress?
Or not nice enough … doesn’t he

have any respect?
Followers of Christ are not to “pass
judgment on one another any longer,
but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or a hindrance in the way
of a brother.” But we do. And when we
do, it subverts our mission.
Think of what Jesus said: “A
new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another: just as
I have loved you, you also are to
love one another. By this all people
will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another”
(John 13:34-35).
There are so few things specifically declared to speak to “all
people” of our faith, but our love
for one another is explicitly one
of them. I believe, conversely, that
when we are seen hurting one another, we speak contrary to the gospel. We bring shame on the one we
call “Lord,” and we give the world
reason to disbelieve that the Prince
of Peace has come.
This is tough territory. We acknowledge that truth exists and that some
things need correction and reproof.
We see things that are wrong and desire

to see them made right. This is a great
and powerful strength of our faith.
But we are to do this in love, humbly,
self-sacrificially.
How might Taylor have been
spared some pain, and how might
the heart of the man near me been
softened if we were more obedient
to love as we have been loved? How
might God be lifted up when the
world sees grace and humility answer disagreement?
Concerning my neighbor’s complaint, he’s right; sometimes we do
communicate the gospel artlessly.
Like the widow’s pennies drawn
from meager savings, sometimes
those who have little skill nevertheless want to communicate God’s
love. In this they offer much. Let
us see with God’s eyes. And love as
Jesus loved.
Ken Martin is a freelance writer,
programmer, manager, father and
husband … in reverse order. He
loves reading, learning, thinking
and teaching about the richness of
the Christian life and what it means
for the world.
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For government: No limits on control
Are there no limits on government’s power, no place where it
cannot go?
New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, a former (thankfully)
Republican, but in name only,
has decided to limit food donations to city charities, including
homeless shelters, because the
government is unable to measure
the nutritional value of the food.
Who in city government believes
that a homeless person with no access to money other than what he or
she might panhandle cares about
the nutritional content of food? If
they are able to scrounge up a few
bucks on the streets, does anyone
seriously think they’re headed to
a grocery store to buy carrots and
arugula? Any food, including “unhealthy” fast food would be their
preferred choice.
As reported in the New York
Post by Jeff Stier, a senior fellow
at the National Center for Public
Policy Research, Seth Diamond,
the commissioner of the Department of Homeless Services, claims
Mayor Bloomberg is simply being “consistent” with his goal of
improving nutrition for all New
Yorkers. “A new interagency

Most bad government has
grown out of too much
government. - Thomas Jefferson
Cal Thomas
document,” writes Stier, “controls
what can be served at facilities -dictating serving sizes as well as
salt, fat and calorie contents, plus
fiber minimums and condiment
recommendations.”
Will the government permit
ketchup on fries? Maybe it will
allow ketchup, which liberals
mocked Ronald Reagan for correctly calling a vegetable, but not
fries, unless they are unsalted, and
then just a few. No super sizing it.
Who will police this? If a
homeless man wants salt on his
food, will a city official wrestle
the shaker from his hands? Will
he be arrested by the salt police

if he rebels? Will a woman who
has not eaten in days be told
she can’t have a second helping
because the government won’t
allow it under its new portioncontrol regulation? Will she be
fined if she eats more? How will
the government collect the fine
if she has no money?
What effect will this new requirement have on restaurants,
some of which have donated
surplus food to local food banks
and charities for years? Will they
have to first comply with government dietary regulations before
they donate anything? Mire the
process in red tape and bureaucracy and the restaurants won’t
think it’s worth the trouble to

Crony Christianity
I think I’ll throw my
sweat-stained Christian
workout clothes into
the garbage…
Yes, you read it right—got a nice
ring to it, huh? Oh, I know there’s
a lot of talk about crony capitalism
these days but crony Christianity?
Sounds suspicious … like something those emerging Emergent
folks would accuse us of.
What is it? Crony Christianity shows partiality toward a longstanding pal by appointing him to
a position of authority, regardless
of what Christ has done. Thankfully, Paul identifies this crony-pal of
ours. He calls him “the flesh.”
(Ouch! Apparently, “the flesh”
doesn’t like to be exposed). But no
worries—just put on some stylish
Christian sweatpants and follow me
to the gym.
First, swipe your health club membership card alongside a Bible passage. Then ask yourself how you
feel. It usually takes a few seconds to
search your soul, but hang on until …
shazam! You blurt out what that Bible
verse means … um, to you. Just think
of the benefits! Your Bible “study” will
come alive because it’s now a study
about you! Even your morning “devotions” can be fully devoted to you as
well. Swell.
OK, now you’re ready. You’ve
filled your tank with Scripture. It’s
time to put on your Nike shoes and
start running, Forrest! Didn’t anyone tell you that there’s a PFA (personal fitness assessment) when you

arrive at the pearly gates?
“Yeah but,” you may reply, “if it’s
all about my spiritual Zumba P90x
workout, then ‘I have been crucified with Christ’ sounds totally stupid” (Galatians 2:20).
Oh, man, Forrest. “Stupid is as
stupid does.”
Is that why Paul’s so troubled about
turncoats who were “deserting him
who called” them (Galatians 1:6)?
Is that why he says they “nullify the
grace of God” because they’re acting
like a headless chicken racking up
the miles on a performance treadmill
(Galatians 2:21; 5:4)?
Obviously, the “the flesh” can
indulge in rampant immorality,
but what’s really frightening to me
is that Paul includes things that
thoroughly respectable Christians
do quite often (Galatians 5:19-21).
Even Paul admits that his “reli-

gious flesh” put on a pretty impressive show (e.g., Philippians 3:4-6).
There sure is a particular deadness
to this kind of “goodness.”
And Paul seems terrified that
we’ll become so spiritually fit that
we’ll remove the “offense of the
cross”—that nasty “all grace, all
Christ, all done” stuff—without actually saying that “Christ died for
no purpose” (Galatians 2:21; 5:11).
Hey, wait a minute. Did Paul just
send us a kickbox kick to the head?
Where’s the water bottle? Who
among us hasn’t defaulted to “the
flesh?” After all, it has been our
chum for a very long time. We need
to take a break.
OK, we know that Christ died for
our sins (we got that down, thank you
Jesus). But what will happen to us if
we realize that when Christ died, we
died? According to Paul, “those who

donate at all.
It takes the notion of “food
police” to a new level.
Stier tells the story of Glenn
Richter and his wife, Lenore,
who for 10 years have led a team
of volunteers from their Upper
West Side Orthodox synagogue.
“They brought freshly cooked,
nutrient-rich surplus foods from
synagogue events to homeless
facilities in the neighborhood.”
Many recipients, Richter says, are
seniors recovering from alcohol
and drug abuse.
Last month, writes Stier, employees at a local shelter “turned
away food he brought from a bar
mitzvah.” It didn’t conform to the
new regulations.

G.J. Wiese
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires”
(Galatians 5:24), which would mean
that “the flesh,” the crony of indwelling sin and residual selfishness that
lingers in us, is dead on arrival at the
cross (Romans 6:2-6).
Gee, Forrest did tell us that
“Mama always said, ‘dying was a
part of life.’”
But don’t we still sin? Duh (1
John 1:8). But for those of us who
belong to Christ, our selfish self
(“the flesh”) is dethroned. The crony is no longer king. “I have been
crucified with Christ. It is no longer
I who live, but Christ who lives in
me” (Galatians 2:20).
What will that do to our Bible
studies, devotions and mission efforts? They’ll be turned on their
head (pun intended). With “the

I know the rationale. If the
homeless eat nutritional food,
it could reduce the number of
health problems and presumably
lower the cost of health care.
But more than the issue of salt
and portion size is the greater
issue of liberty, which is being
slowly but steadily eroded by big
government that wants to save
us from ourselves. The freedom
to choose what to eat, drink,
smoke and a lot of other things
-- and to accept the benefits and
consequences that go with these
choices -- are the wedge issues that
government uses to snake its way
into new areas of our lives.
Our Founding Fathers issued
many warnings about the dangers
of growing and intrusive government, which they sought to control
with the Constitution. Among the
best was from Thomas Jefferson:
“Most bad government has grown
out of too much government.”
No better example of that can
be found than in what Mayor
Bloomberg has forced on the
hungry of New York City.
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
Inc.

flesh” removed from the marquee,
we’ll be free to step out of the spotlight and allow Christ to take center
stage. That way, our aim will not be
our own personal spiritual formation but rather the formation of
Christ in us (Galatians 4:19).
Funny … why do I feel like doing
some spring cleaning? I think I’ll
throw my sweat-stained Christian
workout clothes into the garbage
(next to my sin-stained polyester
pantsuit) and, by faith, put on the
fabulous robe of Christ’s righteousness to see what happens.
I hope my shape will be so dominated by Christ that I’ll say, “I will
not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me” (Romans 15:18). If I’m
shaped by His grace, I’ll be “found
in him, not having a righteousness
of my own … but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith”
(Philippians 3:9).
Well, Forrest, I may not be very
smart either but if crony Christianity takes over, then Christ certainly
died for nothing (Galatians 2:21).
G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assistant professor of Biblical Studies
at Bethel University and a Bible
teacher at Grace Church in Eden
Prairie, Minn. She blogs at www.
askdrglow.com.
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UNIVERSITY…
Continued from page 1
Wachira believes the key to
education is integrating faith and
learning.
“Our knowledge comes from God
so that there is no dichotomy between
what you are as a profession and your
life as a Christian,” he said. “God has
called you and gifted you to be in that
particular profession and therefore …
yourself as a servant of God in that particular profession. [Daystar helps shape
students] in equipping them to see the
connection between your physics and
your Christianity, [so they] come out
determined to be world transformers
in their own profession.”
Daystar also partners with Christian schools in the U.S., including
Northwestern College and Bethel
University. Students and faculty
visit each campus and spend time
studying and conducting research.
In a recent visit to Daystar, Kathleen Johnson, executive director of
Daystar U.S., said her meetings with
students impressed her.
“[There were] two meaningful
things for me when I visited,” she
said. “I talked to several groups
of students. They know what they
want to do. Many want to go back
to where they live … and do some
kinds of things to improve their

Listen Sun 8-10am

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.
Call (763) 742-3142
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Timothy Wachira is vice chancellor of
Daystar University.

country. And then their faith they
have. They were really able to share
that faith in Jesus.”
Johnson also got a chance to visit
with alums of Daystar and noted
the work in which they were now
involved. One alum has started a
school for students in a slum area;
another has started a high school
where students are taught sewing
and tailoring; another has developed a “garden in a sack,” since
there is little room for gardens.
In addition, John Dau, one of the
Lost Boys of Sudan, attended Daystar University after spending 10

years in a refugee camp. He hopes
to develop a Christian leadership
training center in South Sudan.
Johnson would love to see additional
churches and individuals get involved
with Daystar. Wachira noted that fees
at the university are less than $6,000,
and U.S. students are welcome to attend. Credits transfer, so students can
combine education in the U.S. with
education at Daystar University.
“We’d love to have more financial
support for not only students but their
programs and their infrastructure,”
Johnson said. “[People should visit.]
This is a way of really changing the
world, changing Kenya for sure, to
really transform their country.”
Johnson believes Daystar is already making a positive impact on
Kenya and Africa.
“I walked away from Daystar
amazed, just amazed at the quality of the university and the quality of the alumni—and students as
well,” Johnson said. “Every country should have a Daystar because
that’s the way to transform a country—through the people.”
For more information about
Daystar University, visit www.daystar.
ac.ke. For more information about
Daystar U.S., visit www.daystarus.
org, call (952) 928-2550 or email
kathleen@daystarus.org.

Elders recommend Meyer to succeed Piper
Congregation will
vote May 20
Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”
Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 980 KKMS

AM 1280 The Patriot

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend
for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the
“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct.

For more information or to order Jan’s free
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”
call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

By Scott Noble
MINNEAPOLIS — Bethlehem
Baptist Church in Minneapolis announced on March 27 that its elders
had recommended Jason Meyer as
candidate for associate pastor for
preaching and vision. The vote by
the elders to recommend Meyer to
the congregation was unanimous.
The recommendation of Meyer
was part of the “process of transition from Pastor John Piper to the
next senior leader,” according to
the church’s website.
The congregation will have an
opportunity to vote on Meyer on

May 20, with a potential start date
of Aug. 1.
Piper has been the pastoral leader at Bethlehem for more than 30
years.
According to the website, Piper
had this to say about Meyer’s candidacy: “I am overjoyed. Both at the
process and the person. As I heard
the results emerging from the various meetings, there were times
when I wept for joy. I thought, ‘God
was actually doing this. God is loving Bethlehem. God is giving unity.
God is anointing Jason. His hand is
on him for this. This is no mere human process. God has been at work
in this for over 12 years. (Yes, and in
eternity!)’”
Meyer is no stranger to preaching and teaching, two descriptive

characteristics of Bethlehem. He
has a PhD from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kent., and his dissertation topic was “Paul, the Mosaic Covenant
and Redemptive History.”
He has also authored the book
“The End of the Law: Mosaic Covenant in Pauline Theology” and is at
work on another book. Meyer has
also been an assistant professor of
New Testament at Bethlehem Seminary since August 2010, among
numerous other teaching positions
nationwide.
Meyer and his wife, Cara, have
four children.
For more information about Bethlehem Baptist Church, visit www.
hopeingod.org.

Same-sex marriage lawsuit moves forward
Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT PAUL — In April, the
state Supreme Court refused to review a lawsuit brought by same-sex
couples who argued that the state’s
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)
discriminated against them, according to a report in “MinnPost.”
This clears the way for the case to
proceed in Hennepin County.
The case has been closely
watched by supporters of traditional marriage, who believe an unfavorable ruling could eventually bypass the state’s legislatively enacted

DOMA. If so, traditional marriage
supporters believe same-sex marriage could be adopted in the state.
The lawsuit was filed in 2010, and
the complaint read in part: “Plaintiffs bring this action to challenge
Defendant’s wrongful and unconstitutional denial of their applications
for marriage licenses in Hennepin
County solely because each of the
plaintiff couples are comprised of
individuals of the same sex.”
Minnesota passed DOMA in 1997,
which says: “Marriage, so far as its
validity in law is concerned, is a
civil contract between a man and a

woman, to which the consent of the
parties, capable in law of contracting,
is essential. Lawful marriage may be
contracted only between persons of
the opposite sex …”
The Act also states that same-sex
marriage “recognized by another
state or foreign jurisdiction is void
in this state …”
“MinnPost” noted that the case
will not likely be resolved by this
fall’s statewide vote on the marriage
amendment, which, if successful,
would constitutionally define marriage in the state as between one
man and one woman.

ADF files suit against Park and Recreation Board
Alleges Board isolated Christians handing out Bibles at Pride Festival
Christian Examiner staff report
MINNEAPOLIS — The Alliance
Defense Fund (ADF) recently filed
a federal lawsuit against the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
“for isolating Christians handing
out Bibles to an empty and isolated
‘no pride zone’” during the Twin
Cities Pride Festival. The suit alleges the Board did not allow those
wishing to hand out Bibles to do so
where people were gathered.
“The government should not be
exiling free speech; it should be
protecting it,” said ADF Lead Coun-

sel Nate Kellum, via a media release. “It’s ridiculous to say that the
only place where people can hand
out Bibles is an area where there’s
no one to hand Bibles to. The Constitution simply does not permit the
Board to relegate free speech to
isolated regions where no one can
receive the message. That’s not free
speech at all. It’s pure censorship.”
The ADF filed the suit on behalf
of Brian Johnson and claimed that
the only exception to the Board’s
rule was “a small, hard-to-find drop
box where materials can be placed
for people to pick up on their own.”

Previous attempts to rectify the suit
were unsuccessful, “so our client
has no choice but to file his own
suit to stop this obviously flagrant
violation of the First Amendment,”
said Jonathan Scruggs, ADF Litigation Staff Counsel.
The lawsuit—Johnson v. Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board—was
filed with the U.S. District Court for
the District of Minnesota.
No timeline for hearing the case
was available at press time.
For more information, visit www.
alliancedefensefund.org.
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Ministry helps churches build leaders for a new generation
By Scott Noble
MINNETONKA — When Tim
Johnson graduated from Trinity
International University in the Chicago area with a history/secondary
education degree, he soon found
himself unemployed. So he substitute taught in the area for a year
before deciding to return to Minneapolis, a city he had previously
resided in as the son of an Evangelical Free Church pastor.
Johnson “decided I could come
back and be unemployed in Minneapolis just as well.”
Upon his return, he got involved
with Central Free Church in downtown Minneapolis (the church has
since closed) and soon began to
lead a successful young adult Sunday school class in 1979. The class
was so successful that “the pastor
invited me to join the staff as his
right-hand man in 1980,” Johnson
recalled.
He served at the church for four

years, and during that time he was
reunited with an old family friend
who moved to the state to become
the chairman of the Minnesota Sunday School Association (MSSA),
which was founded in 1953.
“He invited me in 1981 to join
the board of [MSSA],” Johnson
said.
The organization was going
through some difficulties at the
time, but a successful fall program
demonstrated that the ministry still
had life and a message to communicate. By 1984, after more continued
success, the board asked Johnson to
go full time.
In the mid 1990s, the Minnesota Sunday School Association
changed its name to the Minnesota Church Ministries Association
(MCMA), a name change that tried
to incorporate the broad range of
the work it was doing. Despite the
name change, the mission over
the past 60 years has remained
constant: “helping churches build

MINISTRY…

a generation of confident leaders
and teachers.”
One of the most visible ways
the MCMA accomplishes this is
through its conferences and other
events.
Those in attendance experience
“some pretty good quality inspirational speakers that refocus people’s attention on the mission of
the church and their importance
as individual servants in the local
assembly,” Johnson said. “There is
the matter of motivation that we
provide. We try to gear all of the
topics that are covered to be very
practical. It’s very accessible, aiming to answer questions that people
who are working in churches are
asking all the time: How do I most
effectively work with the age group
I’m working with, how do I organize, how do I go about accessing
the resources, how do I deal with
conflict?”
The events don’t focus so much
on theoretical, philosophical or
even theological matters but aim
more toward the practical. The emphasis is on how to teach more than

on what to teach.
About 75 percent of those who
attend these events are laity, Johnson said, and up to 25 percent are
paid staff in any capacity.
“It’s always been a lay ministryoriented emphasis,” he said.
In addition to the larger events
MCMA hosts, it also sponsors a
book roundtable, where pastors
and other leaders discuss the topic
of a chosen book at three 90-minute meetings. Johnson develops the
discussion and leads it, believing
these roundtables have been “great
iron-sharpens-iron experience[s].”
The Young at Heart ministry
of MCMA plans numerous events
each year for seniors, including
visits to plays, potlucks, guided bus
tours and an annual Christmas luncheon, among several other events.
While the name implies that the
organization focuses mainly in the
state, MCMA was presented with
an opportunity a decade ago to expand its ministry to Africa.
“We respond to the open doors
God opens to us,” Johnson said in
response to the Africa mission. “We

Continued from page 1
lives yielded to the Holy Spirit.”
From the beginning—partly because of his experience living on
the streets—Moen has felt led to
minister to the underdog, stemming from a belief that Jesus’ mission was to help those less fortunate.
“Jesus, when you think of His
ministry, He said, ‘I didn’t come
for those who are healthy, I came
for those who are sick,’” Moen said.
“I think we just look past a lot of
these, not only kids but families,
because they are different. And
when something is different, we
may have reservations about what it
is or why they are the way they are.
It’s real easy then for judgment to
come into play. Unfortunately in
the white population, there is still
a strong sense of superiority, which
is not right.”
One of Living Hope’s main ministries is its tutoring services. When
Moen was living on the streets prior
to founding the organization, he
learned that a lot of the people he
met had academic deficiencies.
One day he ran into a student
liaison at Edison High School in
Minneapolis and in their conversation expressed that he wanted to
start a tutoring program.
“I went over every day of the
week, and I’d work with a different kid every day,” Moen said. “The
following year we added more and
more students. We added more and
more tutors, and I started getting
tutors from Northwestern College
and Bethel [University] and wherever I could find them to come in.
And we would go into the schools
and work with kids side-by-side with
the teachers. They would give us
kids they wanted us to work with,
who needed the extra help academically.”
Now, tutoring usually takes place
on Thursday evenings at the ministry’s headquarters in lower northeast Minneapolis, an ethnically
diverse area that has about 20,000
people within 10 blocks of the ministry. The tutors, who are generally
college students, meet at 6:00 p.m.
and then go pick up their students.
At 6:30 p.m., the students and
their tutors have a snack, followed
by tutoring sessions in math, reading or any subject the students
need help with. The evening ends
with a 30-minute Bible club.
Diana has been a student in the

Tutoring neighborhood kids is one
of Living Hope Ministries’ main
outreaches.

tutoring program for more than
three years.
“We usually read, do math and
play a little bit of games,” she said.
“It’s just a fun place to be.”
Her tutor, Miranda Gamayunov,
a college student at Northwestern
College, became involved with
tutoring at Living Hope during
her freshman year. Now ready to
graduate, she said the reason she
stayed in the program for these
years was because of Diana and
her family.
“I’ve really gotten close to them
over the past few years,” Gamayunov said. “It’s more than tutoring;
it’s a relationship you build with
them.”
In addition to tutoring, Living
Hope Ministries also offers afterschool programs, an English language program, a kids club and
summer camps and activities.
“We’re a year-round organization,” Moen said. “I have no interest in simply doing a program for
the sake of doing a program. If we
are going to start something, it will
be done with the strict, intent purpose as a vehicle to share the gospel.”
Sharing the gospel and Christ
are the two things Moen believes
serve as the foundation of Living
Hope Ministries.
“It really revolves around Christ
and the gospel,” he said. “That’s
the message we want to get out. We
want to come alongside of these
people … the way we view these
people is that they have to be seen
as a person to be loved and cherished and nurtured. I want to be
a place where people can come,
and they know they’re welcomed.
They know they’re loved, they
know they’re significant, they know
they’re valued.”
For more information about
Living Hope Ministries, visit www.
livinghopempls.org or email info@
livinghopempls.org.
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

never intended in the beginning to
have any international ministry, but
in 2002 we got an anonymous email
from an African in Nigeria. He said,
‘We’ve seen your website and see
what you’re doing in America. We
want you to come over and help us
do the same thing in Africa.’”
Since 2003, Johnson and MCMA
representatives have traveled to Africa at least twice a year to conduct
training conferences.
Johnson recently left on a trip to
Nigeria, Kenya, Liberia and Ghana.
During this month-long trip, he will
lead seven conferences.
In the last 25-plus years since
Johnson has led MCMA, the organization has served some 1,600
congregations in the state and has
touched more than 15,000 households with its ministry.

For more information about the
Minnesota Church Ministries Association, visit www.mcmaonline.org,
email timjohnson@mcmaonline.org
or call (952) 934-6777.
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THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
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you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

MAY 4 • FRIDAY

MAY 9 • WEDNESDAY, cont.)

“58: The Film” screening. 7pm, Berean
Baptist Church, 309 E County Rd. 42,
Burnsville, free • (952) 223-1813

11:30am, Newman-Benson Chapel,
1415 Almond Ave., St. Paul, $10 •
(651) 999-2592

MAY 5 • SATURDAY

Minnesota Pastors for Marriage Conference: Upholding God’s Design for Marriage. Grace Church, Eden Prairie. Hosted
by Minnesota Family Council • mfc.org

Nurses Week Brunch & Seminar “Mastering Challenged of Integrity, Conflict & Time
Management with Biblical Principles.”
8:15am-12:30pm, Hosanna Lutheran
Church, 9600 163rd St., Lakeville, $2030 • hosannalc.org, (952) 435-3332
Participate in a Respectful Conversation
on the Marriage Amendment. 9am-12pm,
Minnetonka Methodist Church, 17611
Lake St., Minnetonka • (612) 230-3344
Stephen Ministry Workshop. 9am-1pm,
Advent Lutheran Church, 9475 Jefferson
Hwy, Maple Grove, $15/person • (763)
425-2437
Passion & Purpose Live! One Day Regional Retreat with Eliot Morris. 9am1:30pm, St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church, 9100 93rd Ave. N, Brooklyn
Park • (763) 425-2210

Shoe Collection (new or gently used,
young & adult sizes). 4:30-8:30pm,
6640 Jonquil Ct., Maple Grove •
clairefrancesshoecollector.blogspot.com

MAY 10 • THURSDAY
Money, Finances & Strategy: Allocating
funds, Determining Strategy, Reviewing
Applicants. 12pm, New Hope Church,
New Hope. Hosted by The Twin Cities Area
Mission Professionals • (612) 243-2941
SWIM Annual Fundraiser Gala, with
Sara Renner. 6:30-8:30pm, Westwood
Church, 2121 Westwood Dr., Excelsior
• (612) 220-7999

MAY 10-11 • THU-FRI

Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir,
“Olde Time Gospel.” 4pm, North Central
University, Trask Word & Worship Center,
1410 Elliot Ave., Minneapolis, $15 •
tccgospel.org

2nd Annual Used a Bit & Bake Sale.
8am-7pm, Calvar y Worship Center,
9500 Minnetonka Blvd., St. Louis, free
• (952) 200-1296

MAY 5-6 • SAT-SUN

“Coming Together 2012: Building a
Healthy Multi-ethnic Church,” 4th Annual
Multicultural Leadership Conference.
8:15am-4pm, Grace Church Roseville,
1310 Co Rd. B2, Roseville, $30-59 •
transformmn.org

Prophetic Entrepreneurs Arise, training
class. Sat 10am & Sun 2pm, 7365
Kirkwood Ct., Maple Grove, free • (218)
839-1411

MAY 5-JUN 17
‘The Amen Corner,’ a Penumbra Theater
Company production The Wurtele Thrust
Stage, The Guthrie Theater, 818 S 2ns
St., Minneapolis, $29+ • (612) 3772224, guthrietheater.org

MAY 7 • MONDAY
Union Gospel Mission 110th Anniversary!
6:30pm, DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington, free • (651) 789-7561, ugmtc.org

MAY 7-9 • MON-WED
“Counsel: Sharpening Your Care Giving
Skills,” Seminar with Tiger McLuen &
Kevin Harrington. Youth Leadership,
3490 Lexington Ave. N, #360, St. Paul
• (651) 484-9400

MAY 9 • WEDNESDAY
Lyngblomsten Parish Nurse Ministry
Group: Morning of Renewal. 8:30-

MAY 11 • FRIDAY

Participate in a Respectful Conversation
on the Marriage Amendment. 5-8pm,
Northeast UMC, 2510 Cleveland St.
NE, Minneapolis • (952) 274-4114,
(612) 230-3344
12th Annual Birth Mother Dinner. 6pm,
Calvary Baptist Church, 2120 Lexington
Ave. N, Roseville. Hosted by New Life Family Services • (612) 623-8378, nlfs.org
MEC Spring Comedy Event, with Norm
Barnhart. 7-9pm, Emmanuel Christian
Center, 7777 University Ave. NE, Spring
Lake Park, $10/person or $15/couple
or $25/family • (651) 408-1300, mecjailministry.com

MAY 11-12 • FRI-SAT
‘Flashback.’ Fri 7pm; Sat 2pm & 7pm,
Eden Prairie High School Performing Arts
Center, 17185 Valley View Rd., Eden
Prairie, $15 • (952) 356-4481

www.christianexaminer.com

MAY 12 • SATURDAY

MAY 23 • WEDNESDAY

JUN 8 • FRIDAY (cont.)

12 Step Spirituality Workshop. 9am12pm, Colonial Church, 6200 Colonial
Way, Edina • 12stepspirituality.org

4th Annual Polk Street Block Party, with
Daniel Kirkley, to benefit CEAP. 6-8pm,
Elim Baptist Church Parking Lot, 503
Polk St., Anoka • (763) 421-8124,
elimanoka.org

5, Stillwater • agapearts.net, (651)
439-4882

Annual Amazing Grace Walk. 9am,
French Park, Plymouth. Hosted by Metro
Women’s Center • firstgiving.com/metrowomenscenter

MAY 24 • THURSDAY

Bethany Lutheran Choir Concert. 7pm,
King of Grace Lutheran Church, 6000
Duluth St., Golden Valley • (763) 5463131, kog-els.org

CBMC Strategic Summit with Troy Dobbs
& Ryan Bowman. 9am, Grace Church,
Eden Prairie. Hosted by The Christian
Businessmen’s Connection • northland.
cbmc.com/home.aspx

MAY 14 • MONDAY

MAY 31-JUN 2 • THU-SAT

The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild,
“Writing Drama: Getting to the Core”.
7-9pm, Fireside Room, Christ Presbyterian, 6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina •
(763) 315-1014

Joyce Meyer Conference 2012. Target
Center, 600 1st Ave. N, Minneapolis
• (612) 673-1300

MAY 15 • TUESDAY
Participate in a Respectful Conversation on
the Marriage Amendment. 6:15-9:15pm.
Community of Christ Church, 5990 134th
St. Ct., Apple Valley • (612) 230-3344
“Genesis & Ancient China,” with Richard Broadberry. 7:30pm, Northwestern
College, Nazareth Hall Chapel, 3003 N
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

MAY 17 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Ins. Co.
Presentation on Church Safety.” Christ
Church, 3244 34th Ave., Minneapolis
• macfm.org
Minnesota Family Council & Institute Annual
Dinner, with speaker Hugh Hewitt. Hilton
Minneapolis • (612) 789-8811 x202
Good News for Israel Spring Banquet, with
Dr. Clyde Billington. 5:30pm, North Heights
Lutheran Church, Arden Hills, $25/person
or $200/table of 8 • (952) 926-7369

MAY 18 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social potluck supper. 6:30pm,
Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka
• (612) 866-8970

MAY 19 • SATURDAY
Healing Haiti Benefit Concert featuring
Samestate. 7:30pm, Rockpoint Church,
5825 Kelvin Ave. N, Lake Elmo, $15 •
(651) 605-1393

JUN 1 • FRIDAY
Jamie Grace, in concert. 7pm, Cedar
Valley Church, Bloomington, $10-13 •
mnbtg.org/Jamie-grace-concert

JUN 2 • SATURDAY
1st Annual Anti-Human Trafficking Challenge, 5K/10K event. 8am, Bethany
College of Missions, Bloomington •
cvent.com/d/7cqlpz
Imposed Death: A Conference on Stealth
Euthanasia, with Alex Schadenberg,
Julie Grimstad & more. St. John the
Baptist Church, 835 2nd Ave NW, New
Brighton. Hosted by Human Life Alliance
• humanlife.org
The 5th Annual, Livestock Event with
Jonny Diaz, Todd Agnew, Jason gray, Sara
Renner & Staci Frenes. 8am, Minnesota
Square Park, St. Peter • livestockmn.org

JUN 3 • SUNDAY
Celebration of East African Ministry.
5-9pm, Plymouth Covenant Church, 4300
Vicksburg Lane N, Plymouth, $15-20 •
mkumbi@aol.com, hmcha.org

JUN 8 • FRIDAY
Gospel Art Exhibit Reception, “The
Profound Mystery of Marriage.” 6:308:30pm, The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge
Community Church, 610 County Rd.

JUN 10-JUL 31
Gospel Ar t Exhibit, “The Profound
Mystery of Marriage.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm
& Sun 3-5pm, The Oakridge Gallery,
Oakridge Community Church, 610 County
Rd. 5, Stillwater • (651) 439-4882,
agapearts.net

JUN 9 • SATURDAY
Amnion CPC Walk for Life. 9am, Faith
Covenant Church, 12921 Nicollet Ave.,
Burnsville, free • (952) 898-4350
Joyful Noise Family Fest 2012, with TobyMac, Mandisa, Peter Furler, Matt Maher,
Jason Gray & Go Fish. National Sports
Center, 1700 105th Ave NE, Blaine, $2040 • joyfulnoisefamilyfest.com
19th Annual Twin Cities Blessing of the
Bikes. 9:30am, Hosanna Church, 9600
163rd St., Lakeville • (952) 435-3332
Supernatural: An Eternal Love. 7:30pm,
Empowerment Center, 5801 John Martin
Dr., Brooklyn Center, $20 • afterworkprogram.com, (612) 462-9277, (312)
488-9311

JUN 9-10 • SAT-SUN
‘Supernatural,’ an eternal love. Sat
7:30pm & Sun 3pm, Miracle Empowerment Center, 5801 Martin Dr., Brooklyn
Center, $20 • (312) 488-9311, afterworkprogram.com

JUN 15 • FRIDAY
13th Annual Ladies Day, “Shine!” with
Betsy Lee & Sara Renner. 9am-2:30pm,
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, 3675
Arboretum Dr., Chaska, $24-27 • (952)
942-9016

JUN 19 • TUESDAY
“Science Fun & Archaeology: A Testimony of God’s Word,” with Brian Young.
7:30pm, Northwestern College, Nazareth
Hall Chapel, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville
• tccsa.tc

MORE EVENTS online now at

Live Love Laugh Tour with Chonda Pierce
& Warren Barfield. Grace Church, Eden
Prairie • itickets.com

MAY 20 • SUNDAY

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

Guy Penrod, in concert. 2pm, Benson Great
Hall, Bethel University, 3900 Bethel Dr., St.
Paul, $20-25 • (651) 638-6333

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

“The Lord Reigneth,” Gospel Choirs
United presents 38th Annual Concert.
5:30pm, Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, 451
Central Ave. W, St. Paul • (651) 2917623, gospelchoirsunited.com
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012
at Minneapolis Convention Center

www.ChristianFair.com
A great day of family fun, networking, and christian music
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Vendor early bird rate expires May 15th
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Brand differentiation – set your organization apart from others
Create organization awareness and visibility
Highlighting your commitment to community
Enhance your organization’s credibility and educate the public
about your products and services
Target a great market
Get in front of up to thousands all in one setting in a single day
Talk with people that are there to hear about your organization
You control your message. Show a video, hand out coupons,
recruit volunteers, etc.
Participate in the largest Christian Fair in the Midwest.

WHO SHOULD BE A VENDOR?
s
s
s
s
s

Ministries
Churches
Recreation Venues
Music Ministries
Camps

s Schools/Colleges
s Local and National
Businesses
s Publishing Houses
s Artists

12,000 - 15,000 people
expected to attend this year

Vendors: Contact Lana Branham at 763.245.6355 or by email at lanab1912@aol.com
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Guy Penrod to perform
at Bethel University
SAINT PAUL — Guy Penrod,
who sang for 14 years as part of the
Gaither Vocal Band (GVB), will
perform solo at Bethel University’s
Benson Great Hall on Sunday, May
20 at 2:00 p.m.
According to a media release, the
country gospel singer said: “The
closest definition I’ve found for
my music is ‘life music.’ There’s a
large base of folks that love country
music and go to church on Sunday.
I believe they’ll connect with what
we’re doing. I’ve been blessed with
really loyal support through all
these years with the Vocal Band—
something I’m very grateful for. I’m
hoping that all these people will
come with me on this new chapter
of my life and music.”
Tickets are $20 for reserved seating and $25 for seating in the Artist’s Circle.
For more information or to purchase tickets, call (651) 638-6333 or
visit www.musicforthemaster.com.

Hugh Hewitt to speak
at Minnesota Family
Council annual event
MINNEAPOLIS — Professor and
radio host Hugh Hewitt will be the
keynote speaker at the Minnesota
Family Council and Institute annual dinner on Thursday, May 17.
The event, which is titled “For Such
a Time as This,” will take place at
the Hilton Minneapolis.
A private reception for table
sponsors will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by registration at 6:15 p.m.
and dinner and the program at
7:00 p.m.

Tickets are $100 before May 11
and $125 after that date. Tickets for
pastors, legislators and those under
26 years old are $50.
For more information on the event,
contact Cheryl at (612) 789-8811 ext.
202 or email cheryl@mfc.org.

Talent show to highlight
single parent event
MINNETONKA — The Single
Parent Christian Fellowship will
hold its monthly social potluck supper on Friday, May 18 at 6:30 p.m.
at Faith Presbyterian Church in
Minnetonka. This month’s event
will include an accordion recital.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Seminar to focus on
care giving skills
SAINT PAUL — Youth Leadership will host the seminar “Counsel: Sharpening Your Care Giving
Skills” May 7-9 at its St. Paul headquarters at 3490 Lexington Avenue
North, #360.
Speakers include Tiger McLuen
and Kevin Harrington, PhD, LP.
According to a mailing from the
group: “We will prepare you to care
for teens dealing with a wide variety of adolescent issues … This call
is an excellent resource for every
adult who truly wants to love and
care for teenagers and gives you the
skills and confidence to be the person your students need you to be.”
For additional information and
to register, visit www.youthleader-
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ship.org or call (651) 484-9400.

Good News for Israel to
host spring banquet
ARDEN HILLS — Good News
for Israel (GNFI) will host its spring
banquet on Thursday, May 17 beginning at 5:30 p.m. with punch
and chat time, followed by dinner
at 6:00 p.m. The event will be held
at North Heights Lutheran Church
in Arden Hills.
Emcee for the evening will be
Brad Brandon of AM 980 KKMS radio. Dr. Clyde Billington of Northwestern College will serve as the
keynote speaker.
Tickets are $25 per person or
$200 per table of eight.
For more information or to reserve a seat, call (952) 926-7369 or
email admin@gnfi.org.

13th annual event to
focus on women
CHANASSEN — The 13th Annual Ladies Day at the Arboretum
will take place Friday, June 15 from
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In addition
to the outdoor setting, those in attendance will “enjoy inspiring messages to grow your spiritual walk,
dynamic worship and powerful,
personal testimonies,” according to
organizers.
This year’s theme is “Shine” and
will focus on a vibrant faith.
Betsy Lee, president of Prayer
Ventures, is the event’s host.
“I’m thrilled to invite women to
enjoy this special day,” she said, via
an announcement. “It just gets better and better every year. The Arboretum is at its best in June. I love
being there with 300 of my closest
friends.”

Singer and songwriter Sara
Renner will serve as special guest at
the event.
For more information or to register, visit www.prayerventures.com.

ments to Christ.
For more information on SWIM
Ministries and its Annual Gala,
visit www.swimministry.com or call
(612) 220-7999.

CBMC to host
strategic summit

Stage play looks at
guardian angels

EDEN PRAIRIE — The Christian Businessmen’s Connection
(CBMC) will host a strategic summit at Grace Church in Eden Prairie on Thursday, May 24. The event
begins at 9:00 a.m. with the Chickfil-A Leadership Conference. Networking and a buffet luncheon will
follow at 10:30 a.m.
The Rev. Troy Dobbs of Grace
Church in Eden Prairie and Ryan
Bowman, a senior management
official at Chick-fil-A, will give keynote addresses at noon, followed
by the new ventures roundtable at
1:30 p.m.
For more information and to register, visit northland.cbmc.com.

BROOKLYN CENTER — The
Empowerment Center in Brooklyn
Center will play host to “Supernatural: An Eternal Love.” The stage
play looks at the role of guardian
angels.
Written by Victor Gulley, the play
will take place on Saturday, June 9
at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20.
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit www.afterworkprogram.com or call (612) 4629277.

SWIM Ministries to host
annual gala
EXCELSIOR — SWIM Ministries will host its Annual Gala on
Thursday, May 10 at Westwood
Community Church in Excelsior.
The event will include music from
Sara Renner and testimonies from
SWIM team participants.
Sammy Wanyonyi, president and
world evangelist, will deliver the
keynote address.
During the past year, SWIM
Ministries has reported that it
has brought the gospel to some
200,000 people in Africa, Asia and
the U.S. Of that number, an estimated 90,000 have made commit-

NWC to host Exodus
Freedom Conference
SAINT PAUL — Exodus International will sponsor the Exodus Freedom Conference Wednesday, June
27 – Saturday, June 30 at Northwestern College.
According to organizers, the
conference “offers biblical answers
and hope for anyone impacted by
homosexuality. This life-changing
conference will bring encouragement and direction to those conflicted by their personal pursuit of
God in the midst of dealing with
unwanted same-sex attractions.”
Pastors, ministry leaders and others are encouraged to attend.
Special guests include Alan
Chambers, Christopher Yuan, Jonathan Berry, Kerry Oberbrunner,
Rickey Chelette and Patrick Peyton.
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Cost for the entire conference is
$329; daily admission is also available.
For additional information, call
(407) 599-6872 or email conference@exodusinternational.org.

Event to raise money
for those in financial
distress
ANOKA — The 4th Annual Polk
Street Block Party will be held on
Wednesday, May 23 from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. in the parking lot of Elim
Baptist Church in Anoka. The event
benefits Community Emergency Assistance Program (CEAP), which helps
those in financial distress.
A silent auction will begin at 6:30
p.m., and a concert at 7:30 p.m. will
feature Daniel Kirkley.
For more information, visit www.
elimanoka.org. For more information
about CEAP, visit www.ceap.com.

Crisis pregnancy center
to host walk for life
BURNSVILLE — Amnion Crisis Pregnancy Center will hold the
Amnion CPC Walk for Life on Saturday, June 9 at 9:00 a.m. at Faith
Covenant Church in Burnsville.
The two-mile free event hopes to
raise $40,000 to help support mothers.
For more information, visit www.
amnioncpc.org/friends.

Pro-life ministry to
host conference on
euthanasia
NEW BRIGHTON — Human
Life Alliance will host “Imposed
Death: A Conference on Stealth

Euthanasia” on Saturday, June 2 in
New Brighton.
Speakers include Alex Schadenberg, executive director, Euthanasia Prevention Coalition; Julie
Grimstad, president, Life is Worth
Living; Mary Kellett, president, Prenatal Partners for Life; Ron Panzer,
president, Hospice Patients Alliance; and Dr. Cristen Krebs, executive director, Catholic Hospice of
Pittsburgh.
For more information on the
conference and to register, visit
www.humanlife.org/StealthEuthanasia.php.

Multi-ethnic church
focus of conference
ROSEVILLE — Grace Church
in Roseville will be the site for the
Coming Together Conference on
Friday, May 11. The theme of the
event is “Building a Healthy Multiethnic Church.” It will run from
8:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Plenary speakers include Dr.
Mark DeYmaz, founding pastor
of Mosaic Church in Arkansas
and executive director of Mosaix
Global Network, and the Rev.
Le Que Heidkamp, co-lead pastor at Mercy Vineyard Church
in Minneapolis and director of
VineyardUSA’s National Ethnic
Diversity Task Force.
For more information about the
conference or to register, visit www.
transformmn.org or call (612) 7465642.

TCAMP to discuss
missions strategy
NEW HOPE — The Twin Cities Area Mission Professionals

Is there room in your heart and
home to make a difference
in a waiting child’s life?

There are approximately 400 kids waiting in the Minnesota
foster care system in need of a forever family. At Bethany
Christian Services of MN, we believe that all children deserve
a safe, loving, and nurturing family. There are no agency
fees for families who wish to adopt children from the State of
Minnesota through this program.
Please call 763.553.0344 or visit www.bethany.org/minnesota
for more information about MN Waiting Children adoption.

Children are waiting…

© 2011 Bethany Christian Services

8946

(TCAMP) will host the discussion
“Money, Finances and Strategy: Allocating Funds, Determining Strategy, Reviewing Applicants” on
Thursday, May 10 at noon at New
Hope Church.
Panelists will include Mark Bendell of Westwood Church, Dave Gibson of Grace Church in Eden Prairie, Craig McClun of ReachGlobal/
EFCA and Herb Janes of New Hope
Church.
For additional information,
email tcamp@transformmn.org or
call (612) 243-2941.

Theatre will run ‘The
Hobbit’ until mid-May
MINNEAPOLIS — Open Window Theatre is running “The Hobbit” until May 20. The theatre is located a few blocks from the Basilica
and has two parking lots available.
Open dates include May 10-13
and 17-20.
Tickets are $12 to $22, and discounts are available.
For more information on show
times, visit www.openwindowtheatre.org or call (800) 838-3006.

Guthrie Theater to
present ‘The Amen
Corner’
MINNEAPOLIS — The Guthrie Theater will present “The
Amen Corner,” a Penumbra Theatre Company production, now
through June 17. The production is
described as “a gospel-filled story of
faith and family.”
Tickets start at $29 and can
be purchased by calling (612)
377-2224 or by visiting www.
guthrietheater.org.
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Bethany College of Missions to
sponsor run/walk to raise funds
to fight human trafficking
By Scott Noble
BLOOMINGTON — More than
30 million people worldwide currently live in some form of modern
day slavery. Human trafficking has
quickly become a multi-billion dollar industry and oftentimes exists in
neighborhoods, suburbs and towns
where residents have no idea that it
is occurring.
One local college is hoping to
raise awareness of the global human trafficking proliferation and
also raise money to help fight
against it.
On Saturday, June 2, beginning
at 8:00 a.m., Bethany College of
Missions is hosting the first annual
Anti-Human Trafficking Challenge,
which is a 5K/10K event, at its
Bloomington location.
Randy Dirks, the college’s vice
president of Advancement and
the run/walk’s event coordinator, is an avid marathon runner
and an anti-human trafficking
advocate. He took the lead, along
with students, to develop the idea
for the event.
In addition, “A number of our
long-term missionaries are working in that area of bringing restoration and rescuing and rebuilding
lives in a number of countries,”
said John Pederson, a Mobilization
employee at Bethany. “[Fighting
against human trafficking] is part
of our DNA. Currently our students
are just … they are very passionate
about this area.”
Junior and seniors at Bethany
also spend their time at what the
school calls a “global intern site.”

This is where students live and
learn in different contexts around
the world. One of those sites is in
Thailand, where students are exposed to human trafficking and involved in restoration ministries for
those affected by it.
Those who register for the event
will have the opportunity to participate locally at the Bethany campus
or virtually, running anywhere in
the world. Some Bethany students
will be in France and other parts of
the world on June 2 and will be able
to participate.
The money raised from the event
will go toward Ezekiel Rain, one
of Bethany’s ministry partners in
Thailand. The ministry’s mission,
according to its website, is “to see
a generation of formerly enslaved
children wholly released as intercessors, revivalists and worshiping
warriors who partner with God to
transform nations.”
In addition, money will also go
toward establishing a new concentration or track at the college
focused on working in human trafficking-affected areas.
“I envision many, many men and
women—this next generation—
part of that program,” said Pederson. “They go over and say, ‘This is
where I want to commit my life.’”
To find out more information or
to register for the race, visit www.
cvent.com/d/7cqlpz. To find out
more information about Ezekiel Rain,
visit www.ezekielrain.com. For more
information about Bethany College of
Missions, visit www.bcom.org.

Expansion of Positive
Alternatives program
signed into law
SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citizens
Concerned for Life (MCCL) recently
announced that the state’s Positive
Alternatives program was broadened
by the state legislature. The change expands the eligibility criteria for grants.
The program awards grants to
life-affirming organizations helping
women and their unborn children.
“With additional programs eligible
to apply for grants, our hope is that
more women across the state will receive the help they need,” said Andrea
Rau, legislative associate at MCCL, via
a media release. “Positive Alternatives
has already helped to improve the
lives of thousands of women and their
families in Minnesota, and we know
that these life-changing programs will
continue to provide valuable services
within their communities.”
For more information about
MCCL, visit www.mccl.org.

Outdoor concert to
raise funds for animal
donations to World
Vision
SAINT PETER — The fifth annual
Livestock event will be held Saturday,
June 2 at Minnesota Square Park in
St. Peter. The free event aims to bring
the community together for a one-day
celebration and to give back through
the donation of a livestock animal to
World Vision.
Since the first Livestock, more than
$60,000 has been raised in animal
donations.
This year’s event will feature Jonny
Diaz, Todd Agnew, Jason Gray, Sara

We Exist to Glorify God by Multiplying
Healthy Churches among All People

Renner and Staci Frenes.
A 5K walk/run will kick off the day’s
activities at 8:00 a.m.
“Goats, chickens and cows are
among the animals given to those that
need them,” said Livestock Founder Jill
Hass, via a media release. “World Vision
sponsored families and communities
who receive the livestock are educated
on how to care for the animals and
how to use the animals to better their
quality of life.”
For more information on Livestock, visit www.livestockmn.org.

NWC launches new
dual degree program
SAINT PAUL — Northwestern
College (NWC) in St. Paul recently
announced that it has launched a new
dual degree program, where students
can earn a Bachelor of Arts degree
and a Master of Arts degree in Pastoral
Ministry. The degree program will take
five years to complete, significantly less
time than if those degrees were pursued
independently.
NWC is now accepting students
for the fall.
For additional information on
the new degree program, visit www.
nwc.org or call program director
Randy Nelson at (651) 628-3431.

Housing group
changes name
RICHFIELD — Twin City Christian
Homes recently announced that it has
changed its name to Avinity. The new
name was derived from three other
words and means relationship and
community; compassion and empathy;
and divine life of Christ.
The property management company
was founded in 1970 by individuals
from the Minnesota Baptist Conference and is currently affiliated with the
Minnesota Iowa Baptist Conference.
Avinity owns seven properties across
the metro area and offers moderate- to

Converts your savings into a regular stream of payments
A charitable way to supplement your retirement income
Provides funds you will not outlive
Secures an immediate income tax deduction
Fixed payments for one or two people
The remaining funds will help support the EFCA’s mission and priorities

Bachmann & Associates
Professional Christian Counselors
Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

s
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s
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"USINESS  #OMMERCIAL
%MPLOYMENT ,AW
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(763) 560-5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

COUNSELING

4.7%
5.1%
5.8%
6.8%
7.8%
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For a conﬁdential and personalized rate quote, please contact:
Mr. Lanny L. Harris, Gift Planner
EFCA Foundation
th
901 East 78 St., Minneapolis, MN 55420
$IRECT    s 4OLL &REE   
Email: giftplan@efca.org
Web: www.efcafoundation.org
The EFCA Foundation is a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of America. Through EFCA Foundation gift
annuities, you will help support the Evangelical Free Church of America’s efforts to fulﬁll the Great Commission.

TWIN CITIES — New Life Family Services is sponsoring its 33rd
annual Walk for Life on Saturday,
June 30. The event helps raise
awareness and money for life.
The 5K will begin at 9:00 a.m.,
followed by the walk at 10:00 a.m.
and Famous Dave’s BBQ at 11:00
a.m.
For additional information or to
register, visit www.nlfs.org.

Attorneys

Effective January 1, 2012, subject to change
Two-Life Rate Available Upon Request
Minimum $5,000

65
70
75
80
85
90+

Group to sponsor 33rd
annual Walk for Life

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.

Sample One-Life Rates

Rate

SAINT PAUL — Gospel Choirs
United (GCU) will present its 38th
annual concert on Sunday, May 20
at 5:30 p.m. at Mt. Olivet Baptist
Church in St. Paul. The concert’s
theme is “The Lord Reigneth.”
GCU was founded in 1974 by
Phyllis Williams and the late Sam
Davis.
Tickets for the concert are $14
for adults and $7 for children.
For additional information and
to purchases tickets, visit www.gospelchoirsunited.com or call (651)
291-7623.

COUNSELING

 7EDGWOOD 2OAD 3UITE 
-APLE 'ROVE -. 

Age

Gospel Choirs United
to present 38th annual
concert

ATTORNEYS

Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity with the EFCA Foundation
✔
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✔
✔
✔
✔

low-rent programs for residents.
“Our new name Avinity highlights
our organization’s unique characteristics and the spirit of compassion lived
out at these remarkable senior living
communities,” said Nancy Starr, Avinity’s executive director, via a media
release. “All seven properties will have
individual identities and yet will have a
unified look under the Avinity brand.
We take great pride in providing the
best quality and most comfortable living for the people who are part of the
Avinity family.”
For additional information about
Avinity, visit www.avinityseniorliving.org.

)NDIVIDUAL &AMILY  -ARRIAGE #OUNSELING
#HRISTIAN #HEMICAL !DDICTIONS 0ROGRAM
-EDICATION -ANAGEMENT
-OST INSURANCES !CCEPTED
,IFE #OACHING 3ERVICES

East Metro (651) 379-0444
South Metro (952) 892-8495
www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services

Christian Recovery Counseling
Specializing in helping men, women and
children find freedom from emotional,
sexual and physical abuse.
Who comes to CRC?
0EOPLE WHO MAY FIND THEMSELVES
OVERWHELMED WITH THE SITUATIONS OF LIFE
-ARRIAGES IN CRISIS PEOPLE FEELING DOWN AND
ANXIOUS OR FAMILIES TORN APART
)NDIVIDUAL 'ROUP AND &AMILY 4HERAPY
-OST INSURANCES ACCEPTED
2EASONABLE FEES
For information
or an appointment please call
(763) 566-0088, ext 114
WWWCHRISTIANRECOVERYCENTERORG
.OW LOCATED IN 'OLDEN 6ALLEY

3EEK THE 4RUTH #OUNSELING
)NDIVIDUAL #OUPLE 'ROUP
!NGER -ANAGEMENT !SSESSMENTS
!NGER -ANAGEMENT 'ROUPS
$OMESTIC !BUSE 'ROUPS

Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP
Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
Most insurances accepted
Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE s #HASKA

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

GUTTER INSTALLATION
Tim Hanson
“The HouseDoctor”
) INSTALL SEAMLESS GUTTERS LEAFLESS
GUTTER COVERS SIDING SOFFIT FASCIA
CUSTOM ALUMINUM TRIM WRAP
(ASSLE FREE ESTIMATES
4IM   

LIFE COACHING
Coached By Grace

For Appt: 651-528-7550

.URTURING AND %NCOURAGING 0ERSONAL
'ROWTH IN A #HANGING 7ORLD

3OME )NSURANCE  -ED !SSIST

(763) 354-6940

WWWSEEKTHETRUTHCOUNSELINGCOM

WWWCARLDELINECOM
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Teenager collects shoes for charity

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Collection has netted nearly 27,000 pairs of shoes

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Christian Examiner staff report
MAPLE GROVE — When Claire
Frances Baker, aka “The Shoe Collector,” began her first shoe collection, she set her goal at receiving
250 pairs from her school classmates. She planned to donate the
shoes to those suffering from the
devastating Haitian earthquake
that struck in January 2010.
Instead of 250 pairs of shoes, Baker
collected more than 4,100 pairs. Encouraged by her success, she decided
to keep collecting. She began talking to
directors, churches, superintendents,
high schools and others.
Now, two years later, and as a freshman at Totino Grace High School in
Fridley, Baker has collected nearly
27,000 pairs of shoes for Soles4Souls
Inc., an organization that aims to collect

and distribute shoes to people who live
in extreme poverty.
“With tragedies such as the earthquakes in countries like Haiti and
Japan, on top of the enormous
needs elsewhere, we can use the estimated 1.5 billion shoes taking up
space in the closets of ordinary people to change the world one pair at
a time,” said Founder and
CEO of Soles4Souls, Wayne
Elsey, via a media release. “We need
partners like Claire Frances to get

behind Soles4Souls. Donating
shoes is one of the most simple yet
profound acts you can do because it
will greatly improve someone’s life
in the most difficult of times.”
On Wednesday, May 9, from 4:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Baker will be collecting shoes at 6640 Jonquil Court
in Maple Grove.
“I encourage everyone to check the
back of their closets for any new and
gently used flip flops, sandals, flats,
dress shoes, children’s shoes, youth and
adult sizes,” Baker said via an email.

For more information about
“The Shoe Collector,” visit www.
clairefrancesshoecollector.blogspot.
com or email clairefrances@
comcast.net.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEALTH & FITNESS

MUSIC/MUSICIANS

Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy,
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this
message on!

Medicare eligible? Age 64-65? I can help you
find a Medicare Supplement health plan that fits
your needs and budget! Pedersen Medical + Life
Insurance Services. Phone: (651) 501-2507, Email:
agent.leann@gmail.com.

Worship Leader Available: Ralph Hepola, piano &
vocals: (612) 803-8914.

AUTOMOBILE

HELP WANTED

Bloomington room for rent. Furnished, on bus
line, 90th & Nicollet. $350. (952) 948-0735,
(952) 261-5390.

Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed:
Christian outreach housing project needs a licensed
alcohol and drug counselor for this Christian faith
based Outpatient program. If you are interested,
please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.

SERVICES

Top money for your used car. Call (651) 398-7388
Ken Ray.

BOOKS
Giant Christian book sale! And we pay shipping
cost! www.Jesuspeopleinfo.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HOUSING FOR RENT

Need Extra Income? This program generates money
around the clock. (651) 319-4020

Roseville, 3 bedroom. 5x5 bungalow, attached
garage. C/A, Moundsview schools. July 15, $1,195/
month. (651) 324-6883.

Work from home. Put your faith first. Family second
with an opportunity to earn a great income. (952)
474-4682. Buscando Bilinque

St. Louis Park, 2BR Townhouse $1,250/mo. 1,300
ft, ss appliances, W/D, pool, Target, biking. (612)
437-0485.

Watkins (Summit Group Team) home business!
Free info! www.zestybiz.com

HOUSING NEEDED
Single male, retired would help with chores in
exchange for a free room. Please call (952) 8815988, ask for Al.

EDUCATION

Development for Change. Nonprofit 501c3 organization, seeking board members and volunteers;
to help build our mission of faith based recovery
group homes, for individuals overcome addictions
and barriers. Contact Caroline (651) 408-5436.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Trained Christian teacher looking for students. Ed,
(952) 607-6962.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.
Help America recover, Chris at Stewart Upholstery
and Repair. (612) 990-8689. Our fabric or yours.
Barnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofing/
siding/gutters! GAF certified installers, licensed and
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
Cost: 1-10 Words
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each
additional word
Deadline:
18th of prior month

For most any HOME REPAIR
call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

Donate any
Motorized
Vehicle
In Any
Condition

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Help send an
underprivileged
child to Camp
Compassion

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

$500 Minimum Tax
Deduction
Tax Deductible
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
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Call: 612-871-6330
www.CarsForCompassion.com

763-434-4819

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper

kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

A ministry of an
independent local church

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities
MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Program Staff

Interior/Exterior painting: Quality job at a reasonable price. Ten years experience. Mark, (763)
744-8331.

Christian values income opportunity. High Tech
Manufacturer offers unique opportunity for Christian
families home based business. Call 1-800-6679851 for recorded message and information,
or leave contact info at www.ecobusiness.com/
vicvee/Christian.

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

ROOMS FOR RENT

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

CARS FOR
COMPASSION

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

$7.25
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$11.00

Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring relationships with residents in our residential program. A good driving record is
required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men &
Women's Programs.

Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor
to work in Rule 31 licensed residential treatment program. Experienced individual will
provide CD counseling, group session assistance & treatment plan review. Prior counseling experience, Procentive and DAANES – strongly preferred. FT, competitive salary +
benefits. Email resume to jobs@mntc.org

Director of Finance and Administration
to lead the administrative & financial departments including accounting, information
technology, human resources, and facilities. As a member of the management team, the
Director of Finance and Administration will be involved in a wide range of internal initiatives including budgeting, forecasting, internal and external financial reporting, oversight
of billing and collection processing, performance metrics and risk management. The ideal
candidate will have demonstrated leadership abilities, 8+ years of experience in accounting and/or finance and at least 5 years managing multiple work teams. Flexible working
hours may be an option for the right candidate. Email resume to jobs@mntc.org

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

engage your faith

} $6
impact your cultur e

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

months

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name

Phone

Address

Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _____________

City

State

Zip

Address _____________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

Please classify under:

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classiﬁeds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Multiple regions
California
❑ Minneapolis, MN ❑ San Diego Co.
❑ Seattle/Tacoma, WA ❑ Inland Empire
On-line
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Internet
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you
would like a “hotlink” to your email address or
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per
month to your total cost.]

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947
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Where Words Are Transformed
▲ Writing

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Editing

▲ Media Relations

▲ Proofreading

▲ Advertising Copy

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a
writer, editor and communications director. His articles
have appeared in a variety of publications—from smalltown newspapers to big-city newspapers to magazines and journals. His
articles have also prompted radio and television appearances, and he has
worked with dozens of published authors and other public ﬁgures.

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com
651.494.4169

noblecreative.com

Junita Cathey began Favorable Treats as a way to serve others—and utilize her baking abilities.

Baker believes desire to cook
was planted at an early age
By Scott Noble
SAINT PAUL — Being one of
eight children, Junita Cathey said
her family rarely ate out. Taking
eight kids, along with two parents,
to a restaurant was “a pretty big
deal.”
She was fortunate, however, that her
mother and her grandmother were
“scratch bakers,” meaning everything
they ate was made from scratch.
“It was nothing for us to be
chopping up every vegetable,” she
recalled. “Everything was from
scratch. It was always there, but I
hated it because it was something
we always did.”
Yet a seed was planted with
scratch baking that would sprout
many years later.
Even though her family is large,
Cathey said they always opened
their doors to others, serving meals
and offering people a place to stay.
The family attended a small Pentecostal church on the east side of St.
Paul, and Cathey feels blessed with
the value system that was instilled in
her from her family and church.
That value system also helped
inform her business desires, which
began with a paper route when she
was young.
“Every week, a dollar had to go
in an envelope because that was our
tithe before we could do anything

with it,” Cathey recalled.
When she was 12, she tried to get
her father to start a business—to no
avail. Her grandfather, who was a
sharecropper in Mississippi, started
a barber shop in order to supplement the family’s income. Other
family members also had side businesses.
Cathey’s business idea came to
fruition after college. When she
moved out on her own, she began
to purchase and eat store bought
food but found it didn’t taste as
good as the homemade meals from
scratch she was used to growing up.
“But I found myself slowly going
back to some of that [homemade]
stuff,” she said. “When it comes to
even desserts, whether it’s cakes or
cookies, I kind of wanted the texture and taste of what I had growing up.”
So she began to experiment with
recipes, trying to make them better,
even though she never thought she
would be a baker and never wanted
to work in the kitchen or wash dishes anymore.
While she was home after the
birth of her first child, she remembers being part of a lot of baby
showers and making many gifts.
Those two experiences—a newfound love for baking and the idea
of making gifts—eventually combined and led to Favorable Treats,

a web-based bakery retailer that
provides gift opportunities for various occasions.
The name Favorable Treats was
derived from Cathey’s view that in
order for a business to be successful, it needs to be “favored” by God,
“so that’s how I came up with Favorable Treats.”
The bakery offers dessert treats
for a variety of occasions, including
birthdays, condolences, anniversaries and other holidays.
While starting and running a
business in the current economic
climate is difficult, Cathey believes
that if she is faithful in the little
things, God will entrust her with
larger things down the road.
Even though she never imagined
herself working as a baker growing
up, Cathey believes the seeds were
planted from a young age.
“You can’t really run that far
away from what was fed in to you,
because it becomes a part of who
you are,” she said. “You can run for
a little bit or you think you want
something different, but you find
yourself right back to where you
began.”

For more information about
Favorable Treats, visit www.
myfavorabletreats.co.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning

U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311
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Beverly Lewis continues to draw readers with her Amish fiction
Popular author stops by LifeWay store
in Coon Rapids for book signing event
By Beverly Snyder
TWIN CITIES — “New York
Times” bestselling author Beverly
Lewis toured Minnesota, Wisconsin and eastern North Dakota for
11 days in April with book signings in 29 cities. Her newest book,
“The Fiddler,” returns to the setting of her original novels with
a delightful cast of new and old
characters. The first stand-alone
in her Home to Hickory Hollow
series, “The Fiddler” tells the
story of concert violinist Amelia
Devries’ double life and her unexpected encounter with handsome
Amishman Michael Hostetler.
“Music and writing are my two
strong passions, besides Christian
faith,” said Lewis, who beautifully
showcases both in her new book.
“The theme of this special story
has been close to my heart for
several decades ... and I promise
you’ll love it!”
Born in Lancaster, Penn., Lewis
grew up near Amish farmlands
and plain relatives. Early in life,
her creativity found expression
through her fingers with both a
pen and the keys of a piano. As
a child, she heard the story of
her courageous grandmother,
Ada Ranck Buchwalter, who left
an Old Order Mennonite community at the time of her marriage. Three decades later, after
publishing many books for young
people, Lewis tackled her first
adult novel, based loosely on her
grandmother’s experience, and
set it in Lancaster’s Amish coun-

try.
Lewis’ book career began in
1993, publishing volumes for children and youth, which developed
into series such as Cul-de-sac Kids
and Holly’s Heart. She originally
introduced Amish settings in her
youthful Summerhill Secrets series.
In 1997, Bethany House Publishers released Lewis’ debut adult
novel “The Shunning” as the first
Amish fiction in the Christian retail market. Floor displays in retail stores and a free Amish cookbook sampler drew attention to
the ground-breaking novel. However, said David Horton, editorial
director for Bethany House Publishers, “No ad campaign can take
the place of a well-told story, and
Beverly Lewis delivers the kind of
stories readers want.”
Her wonderful storytelling and
engaging characters have captured a devoted fan base.
“The book was an instant success,” commented Noelle Buss,
Bethany House fiction publicist,
“and we went on to sell over
100,000 that first year.”
In the 15 years since “The
Shunning,” Lewis has published
27 adult novels plus an Amish
cookbook, along with some children’s picture books and a novel
co-authored with her husband,
David Lewis. She has more than
17 million copies of her books in
print. Many titles have won prestigious awards. Several books have
been produced on stage or made
into movies. “Beverly Lewis’ The

— GIVING OPPORTUNITY! —

Christian race team seeks donations to
participate in AMA pro motorcycle races
On Track 4 Him is a Christian ministry,
sharing the good news of Christ and
producing a Christian presence within
the culture of motorcycle road racing.
On Track 4 Him is requesting ﬁnancial
donations to participate in AMA pro
motorcycle race events as a Christian
ministry race team.
The Pro AMA Roadrace events have
exposure to 40,000-65,000 fans at each event, national exposure
through newspaper, radio, websites and national TV coverage.
Budget outline available upon request. Contact Pastor James Wiles.

#ELL    s ONTRACKHIM FRONTIERCOM

www.ontrack4him.org

Shunning” aired on Hallmark
Channel in 2011 and is now available on DVD. “Beverly Lewis’ The
Confession” will air on Hallmark
later this year or in early 2013.
When her first novel was published, Lewis had no inkling her
Amish books would be so wildly
popular.
“I felt especially passionate
about ‘The Shunning’ because I
put my heart on the page,” she
said in a recent interview. “But
I was not savvy about the industry. I thought this would be one
or maybe two books. ‘The Shunning’ originally had a slightly different ending because I thought
it was the only story I’d write.”
However, her husband expected
success. “He thought this book
was extra special.”
While writing her first book,
she explored practices and rituals of the Amish and Mennonites,
such as shunning, courting and
baptism.
“As I did more research, other
fascinating things made me think
of new stories,” she said. “I keep
finding interesting aspects to
build storylines.”
Many elements of plain life attract people to books about the
Amish. A sense of belonging within a community gives an awareness of place.
“Our society is so fragmented,”
Lewis said. Within Amish communities, “children are adored
and cherished. From an early age
they are trained in jobs that are
uniquely theirs. The elderly and
infirm are also greatly cherished
and cared for. The Amish look after their family. From this level of
caring, cherishing and personal

Beverly Lewis recently signed books
at the Coon Rapids LifeWay Christian
Store.

responsibility comes self-esteem.”
The peaceful pace of rural life
draws readers away from modern
pressures.
“Horse and buggies force the
slowing down,” she said.
When tragedies strike Amish
communities, people are amazed
by such trust in God’s sovereignty
and acceptance of situations with
so little anger toward God.
In part, Lewis desired to write
about the plain life because “the
way they raise their children is
so different.” Parents seek to

keep children humble and “untainted by the outside world” to
protect them spiritually. “We lose
so much of our childlike wonder
at such an early age,” she commented.
Although Lewis is not Amish,
her lifestyle has been impacted by
plain values.
“Early on as a little girl, Mother
embraced many Anabaptist and
Mennonite ways,” she said. She
cooked from scratch, made all
their clothing and enjoyed the
simple gifts of life.
“As an adult, I sewed all my
own clothes, my children’s and
even my husband’s,” she went on.
She kept Sundays holy with quiet
and simple activities, like reading
or visiting friends. She learned
that honesty was essential. “Integrity was emphasized through the
entire family tree.” She grew up
honoring God, which created in
her genuine humility.
Lewis maintains a consistent
voice in her writing.
“It seems I look out from characters’ eyes and walk in their bare
feet, so to speak,” she said.
Editor David Horton commented, “Beverly is keenly aware
that books can be conduits of
grace, encouragement, healing
and faith, and she takes her role
in the process seriously—and she
likes to have fun.”
With a heart for God and
compassion for people flowing
through her pen, it’s no wonder
readers are drawn to the beloved
stories of Lewis.
For information about Beverly
Lewis, visit www.beverlylewis.com.
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