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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — For most re-
cent college graduates or twen-
ty-somethings, the pull to the 
mission fi eld might be minimal, 
based upon numerous perceived 
barriers. Parents might be urg-
ing them to fi nd a job and begin 
to pay off their students loans; 
friends might prefer they enjoy 
their 20s and do something fun 
and without much responsibil-
ity; and culture might encourage 
them to begin earning a salary 
and build their 401(k). 

All are prevalent and with 
merit. Yet a new approach to mis-
sions aims to help convince young 
people of the benefi ts of overseas 
work while at the same time help-
ing to relieve some of the per-
ceived barriers that prevent them 
from pursuing this type of work.

GoCorps was started in 2009 
by Paul Van Der Werf, who had 
spent the previous 10 years mobi-
lizing college students for global 
missions. For all of those 10 years, 
Van Der Werf saw the need to get 
more workers into the fi eld.

“One of the ways we’re trying 
to do that is by making the idea 
of serving globally in missions an 
accessible option to a whole dif-
ferent audience of people,” he 
said. “We think that most missions 
organizations are trying to recruit 
a very small percentage of people 
on any given campus.”

So he asked the question: “How 
could we unlock the 98 percent of 
that Christian [college] campus 
that loves God, wants to make a 
difference in the world but feels 
that their calling is in the market-

place in a different way?”
Realizing that the existing send-

ing structures are organized with 
long-term missionaries in mind, 
GoCorps wanted to specifi cally 
map out a place in the market 
for mid-term missions—a niche 
between career missionary work 
and short-term projects—that 
requires two years of service. As 
such, it “tweaked” some of the 
processes these sending agencies 
have in place in order to appeal 
to a different—and oftentimes 
younger—audience.

The world is changing, and so 
Van Der Werf believes the pro-
cesses must change. 

“We need more workers, and so 
we just need to increase beyond 

the one or two percent of students 
who are feeling called to long-
term missions,” he said. “We want 
more workers to go. But also the 
other key thing is that the world 
has really changed, and so we 
think the most strategic way in the 
longer term of missions is going 
to be people with specifi c market-
place skill sets. Utilizing those skill 
sets globally. That’s just part of the 
change in globalization.” 

GoCorps has identifi ed six 
main barriers that prevent young 
people from embracing missions 
work. Some of them are obvious, 
such as believing the application 
process is too long and feeling in-

Jen and Kay, 2012 grads serving with GoCorps, learn that grocery shopping 
is a little different in the Middle East. GoCorps workers get opportunities to 
experience new cultures while gaining valuable career experiences.

Missions minded
New approach aimed at mobilizing 
twenty-somethings for overseas ministry

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — For more than 
60 years, Christians around the U.S. 
have gathered and prayed for their 
nation and its leaders on the Na-
tional Day of Prayer. This year will 
be no different, as people will lift 
up various requests and petitions 
concerning government leadership 
and the nation’s future.

Nationally, the theme for the 
annual event is “Pray for America” 
and is taken from Matthew 12:21, 
which says, “In his name the na-
tions will put their hope.”

In Minnesota, several events will 
occur on Thursday, May 2, to com-
memorate the day. 

For early-morning risers, the 16th 
annual West Metro Prayer Breakfast 

will begin at 6:00 a.m. at the Medi-
na Entertainment Center.

The event will feature former 
U.S. Senator David Durenberger, 
with special music by recording art-
ist Tonia Hughes.

“The National Day of Prayer pro-
vides that unique avenue where 
denominational differences can be 
put aside to show the community 
that His people stand on the com-
mon ground of prayer,” said Dar 
Sjostrom, co-chair of the event, via 
a media release. “We are so thank-
ful for all the churches and busi-
nesses in the community who have 
already joined us in this opportu-
nity to gather ‘to ask God’s blessing 
on our world, our communities and 

‘Pray for America’ is theme 
for National Day of Prayer
Several local events on tap for 
the fi rst Thursday in May

Each year, people gather at the state Capitol for the annual National Day of 
Prayer commemoration.

Christian Examiner staff report

ROCHESTER — Thousands of 
parents, grandparents, students, 
educators and exhibitors are ex-
pected at the state’s largest home-
schooling conference slated for 
April 19 – 20 at the Mayo Civic 
Center in Rochester. Organized by 
the Minnesota Association of Chris-
tian Home Educators (MÂCHÉ), 
the event will feature more than 
75 workshops, three preconference 
tracks and a teen course in public 
policy.

MÂCHÉ was founded in 1983 

Drs. John Morris and Henry Morris III, who are 
brothers, will serve as keynote speakers at this year’s 
MÂCHÉ conference. Their father, Henry M. Morris, was 
the founder of the Institute for Creation Research.

Thousands expected at homeschooling conference
MÂCHÉ event 
to offer three 
distinctive tracks

and serves as a nonprofi t 
resource for the state’s 
homeschooling families 
and educators. In addition 
to its annual conference, 
the group offers an annual 
high school commence-
ment ceremony, support 
groups, retreats, an online 
resource manual, a special 
needs coordinator and oth-
er support. 

“More parents than ever 
are interested in high-
quality and adaptive home 
education,” said David Watkins, 
executive director of MÂCHÉ, via 
a media release. “Every year, more 
than 5,000 parents, grandparents, 
students and friends attend our 
conference to learn about home-
schooling and to be inspired by 
our exceptional speakers, who are 

international leaders in home edu-
cation.”

On Thursday, April 18, one day 
before the conference offi cially 
begins, three intensive preconfer-
ence tracks are available, including 
FirstClass Homeschooling, which 
will focus on those new to home-

schooling; Homeschool-
ing Through High School, 
which will help those with 
students in the upper 
grades; and Homeschooling 
Struggling Learners Needs, 
a workshop on helping stu-
dents with various learning 
needs.

Keynote speakers at this 
year’s conference are broth-
ers Drs. Henry and John 
Morris. Together they lead 
the Institute for Creation 
Research (ICR). Other 

featured speakers include Dianne 
Craft, Andrew Pudewa and Mike 
Donnelly.

German homeschooling dad Juer-
gen Dudek and his son, Daniel, will 
be in attendance at the conference 

See CONFERENCE, page 4

See GOCORPS, page 3
See DAY OF PRAYER, page 12
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Calvin Christian School
Edina Campus (grades K-8)
4015 Inglewood Ave. S
Blaine Campus (grades K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE
High School (grades 9-12)
755 73rd Ave NE, Fridley
(952) 927-5304 
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have partnered with outstanding 
teachers to provide God-honoring education at Calvin Christian 
School. Today, Calvin Christian serves nearly 500 students with a 
comprehensive, proven curriculum that incorporates a rich, bibli-
cal worldview. Our Christ-centered environment is a great place 
for students—from kindergartners to high school seniors—to grow 
academically, socially, and spiritually.

Chapel Hill Academy
306 West 78th St
Chanhassen, MN 55317
(952) 949-9014
www.chapel-hill.org

Chapel Hill Academy is an independent K-8 Christian school serv-
ing families from over 35 area churches. Curriculum is taught with 
a Biblical worldview. For 43 years we have partnered with par-
ents in the training of children in the areas of spiritual maturity 
and leadership as well as academic excellence. Chapel Hill Acad-
emy holds dual accreditation with ACSI (Association of Christian 
Schools International) and AdvancED (North Central Association). 
Scholarships are available.

CORRECTION
In our Christian School Guide last month, a layout error resulted 

in two schools having incorrect information in their listing. The Chris-
tian Examiner regrets this error. Here are the correct listings for the 
two schools.

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Most Ameri-
cans still view the Bible as sacred, 
but perceptions and attitudes 
about Scripture are becoming 
more polarized, so says the an-
nual “State of the Bible in 2013” 
report from the American Bible 
Society. 

Most Americans (77 percent) 
believe morals are declining in 
the U.S., and many of them cite 

the lack of Bible reading for that 
deterioration. Yet at the same 
time, the survey found that “be-
liefs about the Bible and its role in 
society are becoming increasingly 
polarized—particularly when the 
data is examined by age group.”

Americans also seemed to be 
at odds over how meaningful the 
Bible is in their lives. Two-thirds 
believe “that the Bible contains 
everything a person needs to 
know to live a meaningful life,” 

but 58 percent say they didn’t 
personally want biblical advice 
or wisdom.

Additional fi ndings included 
the propensity of Bibles to be 
found in American households, 
with an average of 4.4 copies per 
home. One in six of those polled 
said they had purchased a Bible 
in the past year, and 57 percent 
of those between ages 18 and 28 
said they read the Bible less than 
three times a year or never.

Bible still viewed as sacred but views changing

known for her hospitality, decid-
ing with her husband to open their 
home in Switzerland in 1955 as a 
place where people might fi nd an-
swers to life’s questions and prac-
tical demonstrations of Christian 
care.

L’Abri, the evangelical ministry 
that emerged, is named for the 
French word “shelter” because the 
couple sought to provide a shelter 
from the pressures of a secular 20th 
century, according to the minis-
try’s website. L’Abri has grown to 
include eight branches in seven 
countries.

“We cannot express how deep is 
our gratitude for her life and we 
thank the Lord that she is enjoying 
the Hope that she has so longed 
for,” a statement from Rochester 
L’Abri in Minnesota said. 

The Schaeffers raised four chil-
dren, including a son Frank, an 
author in Massachusetts who wrote 
a tribute to his mother at Patheos.
com. 

“Mom was a wonderful paradox: 
an evangelical conservative funda-
mentalist who treated people as if 

she was an all-forgiving progressive 
liberal of the most tolerant variety,” 
Frank Schaeffer wrote.

“Mom’s daily life was a rebuke 
and contradiction to people who 
see everything as black and white. 
Liberals and secularists alike who 
make smug disparaging declara-
tions about ‘all those evangelicals’ 
would see their fondest prejudices 
founder upon the reality of my 
mother’s compassion, cultural lit-

eracy and loving energy,” he wrote.
Schaeffer’s son-in-law Udo Mid-

delmann, who along with his wife 
helped care for Schaeffer in her lat-
er years in Switzerland, also wrote a 
tribute, posted to the website of the 
Francis A. Schaeffer Foundation, 
which he founded with his mother-
in-law.

Of the Schaffers, Middelmann 
wrote, “They lectured together 
and encouraged many to use their 
minds to understand what they 
believed and how to respond to 
the intellectual and cultural ideas 
around them.”

“Together they traveled and 
taught in churches and univer-
sity halls from Finland to Portugal, 
helping people understand Chris-
tianity as the truth of the universe, 
not a personal faith, and pointing 
out the cultural and philosophical 
pitfalls in everyone’s way,” Middel-
mann wrote. 

After a funeral in Switzerland, 
a private burial was planned for 
Schaeffer in Rochester, Minn., 
alongside her husband.

Edith Schaeffer, wife of the late Francis Schaeffer, dies at 98
BP News

ROCHESTER -- Edith Schaef-
fer, who along with her late hus-
band the theologian and apologist 
Francis Schaeffer founded L’Abri 
Fellowship, died March 30 at her 

home in Switzerland. She was 98.
Born to missionary parents in 

China, Edith Schaeffer later joined 
her husband as a missionary to Swit-
zerland. 

The author of 17 books on fam-
ily and spirituality, Schaeffer was 
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CHRISTIAN CAMPING 2013

www.mnchristiancampers.org

Call for more information

Minnesota Christian Camping 
Club is seeking new members

GOCORPS…
Continued from page 1

timidated by raising money and the 
burden of school debt. Others are 
more subtle, such as not experienc-
ing a “lightning bolt” call to mis-
sions or not knowing exactly where 
or how to serve.  

GoCorps, which is a partnership 
of 12 organizations, has addressed 
each of those barriers and hopes 
that will help pave the way for more 
young people to work overseas. 

“They’re all [the partnering or-
ganizations] long-term mission 
sending organizations,” Van Der 
Werf said. “They all have teams 
overseas. They all agree to work to-
gether in this way. They all agree to 
use one common application and 
reference forms. They all agree 
to the six-month sending process. 
They agree to list their placements 
under the GoCorps website.”

The process is streamlined so po-
tential overseas workers can be on 
the fi eld in six months.

Each potential worker can 
choose from one of nine tracks, 
including business/leadership, 
compassion/justice, engineering, 
media/arts and several others. 

“Our goal is to fi nd the most 
compelling ways that a recent grad 
could serve overseas,” Van Der Werf 
said. “We’re trying to fi nd ways that 
could ignite the imagination of the 
people from all these different skill 
sets and backgrounds.”

The application process takes 
place in January and February, fol-
lowed by interviews and acceptance 
in the spring. At the end of May, 
those accepted will go through an 
orientation week and spend the 
summer raising money.

If everything goes well, the appli-
cant will be on the fi eld and ready 

to begin their two years of service in 
September or October.

The destinations are generally 
those which are harder to reach.

“We focus on parts of the world 
where short-term missions doesn’t 
reach very well, which would be … 
North Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia, the 10/40 window,” Van Der 
Werf said. 

While workers serve two years, 
one of the byproducts of that expe-
rience is that some of them may re-
alize that long-term mission service 
is not such an outlandish thing.

“The idea being if we can unlock 
a business major or somebody who 
is in media or someone who is in 
sports or an engineer to just give 
two years, we think a lot of them 

are going to realize, ‘Hey, I’m 
pretty good at this and I like it,’” 
Van Der Werf said. “‘Even though 

I didn’t know this was a possibility, 
I never considered myself as a long-
term overseas worker, I could be or 

Jenny, a goer since 2011 on the GoCorps compassion/justice track, spends time with one of her new Cambodian friends.

I want to be or I’m going to be.’”
In addition to the overseas expe-

rience that can often look good on 
a resume, GoCorps offers $5,000 at 
the end of the two years to be ap-
plied to the worker’s student loans. 
Van Der Werf realizes that might 
not be much, but it’s often enough 
to convince someone to spend two 
years overseas. Plus, the $5,000 is 
often more money than if the work-
er paid the minimum payment on 
his or her student loans for those 
two years. 

With hundreds of thousands of 
Christian college students gradu-
ating each year, GoCorps hopes to 
make this two-year service a com-
mon and widespread practice.

“We think it’s time to go beyond 
short-term missions, and so our 
hope and what we’re working to-
ward is to foster that on campuses 
and within Christian ministries and 
in churches so that the idea of serv-
ing globally for two years would 
be a more normalized part of the 
culture of the North American 
church,” Van Der Werf said.

For more information about Go-
Corps, visit www.gocorps.org. 
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to talk about their many-year fi ght for 
the right to homeschool in Germany. 

According to MÂCHÉ, the Minne-
sota Department of Education puts the 
number of homeschooled kids in the 
state at more than 17,000, with more 
than two million being homeschooled 
throughout the country.

With increased educational chal-
lenges and opportunities—along 
with the decrease in the number 
of school-aged kids—Watkins is 
encouraged by the current environ-
ment surrounding homeschooling.

“We are noticing that the num-
ber of homeschoolers are hold-
ing fairly steady, so when we 
take into account that the total 
number of school-aged children 
has dropped, it indicates that there 
is still a growing interest in home 
education,” he said.

One of the features of the MÂ-
CHÉ conference each year is its 
commitment to equipping parents 
to begin homeschooling and help-
ing them overcome their fears or 
concerns.

“Some parent s  have  fear s 

that they are not equipped, that 
they do not know how to start, 
that they are unsure they know 
what  curr iculum to  use ,  or 
that they will be alone in their 
goals to provide a good education to 
their children,” Watkins said. “The MÂ-
CHÉ conference has many workshops 
addressing topics ranging from how to 
begin, how to teach high school, how to 
help struggling learners, understand-
ing the law and many more.” 

In addition, attendees will have a 
chance to stroll through the exhibit 
hall, where more than 100 booths 
will hold curriculum ideas, re-
sources and other information for 
beginning—and seasoned—home-
schoolers.

Registration for the two-day con-
ference is $85 for parents and $30 
for children through April 6, and 
$95 for parents and $40 for kids 
after April 6. Pre-conference work-
shop fees are $50 for parents and 
$10 for children through April 6, 
and $60 for parents and $20 for 
kids after April 6.

CONFERENCE…
Continued from page 1

For more information about 
MÂCHÉ and its annual conference, 
visit www.mache.org. 

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — With March 
Madness over and the professional 
hockey and basketball seasons 
heading towards their respective 
playoffs before long, Americans 
are highly tuned in to their favorite 
sports. Not to mention the start 
of a new season for Major League 
Baseball.

Our love of sports and sporting 
heroes is no secret, and a new poll 
reveals how far we have actually 
gone down the road of loving our 
sports and our sports heroes.

In a recent poll, The Barna 
Group revealed that 64 percent 
of Americans believe professional 
athletes have more infl uence on 
American society than faith leaders 
(19 percent). Those who are not 
sure came in at 10 percent, while 8 
percent believe athletes and faith 
leaders have the same infl uence.

Those who make more than 
$60,000 annually and are college 

graduates, white and parents are 
the most likely to view sports stars 
as most infl uential, while those 
most likely to see faith leaders as 
more infl uential are weekly church 
attenders and those who make less 
than $40,000 a year.

From Tim Tebow to Ray Lewis, 
sports fi gures have become more 
public with their expressions of 
faith—and Americans don’t seem 
to mind, according to the study. 
More than 60 percent of those 
polled supported athletes talking 
publicly about their faith, while 
only 12 percent disapproved (28 
percent did not have an opinion 
on the matter).

Pollsters asked respondents if 
they were aware of seven promi-
nent athletes who are known for 
their public displays of faith. More 
than 80 percent of respondents 
had heard of Tim Tebow, with 73 
percent of them holding favorable 
views of his faith stance, followed by 
former quarterback Kurt Warner, 

basketball player Jeremy Linn and 
golfer Bubba Watson.

“Most Americans are comfort-
able with a mash-up of their faith 
and their sports,” said David Kin-
naman, president of Barna Group, 
via the report. “That there’s such 
a strong and positive awareness of 
Tim Tebow and his faith reveals 
Americans—and particularly 
Christians—desire for an authen-
tic role model who is willing to 
so publicly connect his faith and 
life.”

Some respondents support 
athletes’ rights to publicly acknowl-
edge their faith as an expression of 
their religious freedom.

“Americans are keenly aware of 
and concerned about maintain-
ing religious liberty,” Kinnaman 
continued. “Even if they didn’t 
agree with or particularly care 
for an athlete’s faith declarations, 
Americans would be hesitant to 
limit that person’s ability to speak 
up about their faith.”

Who has more infl uence on society: 
pastors or professional athletes?
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Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

MIKE — For 17 years I survived as 
a “functional addict”. But eventually 
alcohol consumed me. I went through 
several treatment programs but never 
found sobriety. Finally, I had no job,  
no money, and no place to live. My 
health was failing, I was anxious and 
depressed, but most of all…I lost all 
hope. MnTC taught me that I was 
loved and forgiven by the one who 
matters most, the Lord. I was able to 
deal with the issues underneath my 
addiction. I now serve as the Assistant 
to the Program Manager at MnTC’s 
Brainerd Campus. Life 
still has challenges, but 
with God, life is good. 

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — The 40 days of 
Lent are often a time when Chris-
tians determine what things to give 
up in an attempt to hone their fo-
cus more on Christ. It’s a way of re-
organizing priorities and practicing 
ways to demonstrate what is truly 
important in life.

The faith-based group ISAIAH 
recently used the 40 days of Lent to 
promote a “prophetic vigil” at the 
state Capitol. The vigil was intend-
ed to ask the question, according to 
Doran Schrantz, ISAIAH’s execu-
tive director: “Are we putting hu-
man beings, which are the face of 
God, at the center of our priorities? 
If we are not choosing that, what 
are we choosing instead?”

The group has nearly 100 mem-
ber congregations, which agree 
with the organization’s mission 
and are involved to some degree in 
helping it accomplish that mission.

During the 40 Days of Prophetic 
Vigil, ISAIAH’s member congrega-
tions participated in a training ses-
sion and then scheduled time to 
speak with their legislators.

“The training is about who are 
you as a person of faith, what are 
we called to, what is your story, what 
story do you want to tell?” Schrantz 
said.

Then, after understanding that 
task, the participants tried to incor-
porate that “faith talk” into their 
conversations with legislators.

Merger and mission
ISAIAH was formed in 2000 when 

three faith-based groups merged. 
The roots of the organization, how-
ever, go back to the late 1980s. 

The faith-based angle of ISA-
IAH’s work is its foundation and its 
mission focuses on giving voice and 
help to those without them, accord-
ing to the Rev. Paul Slack, president 
of the group and pastor of New 
Creation Church in Minneapolis.

“We’ve done a lot of building and 
investing in the congregations from 
our roots of faith and of Christian-
ity,” he said. “We’ve looked a lot in 
terms of our biblical history to in-
form us and to inform our work. 
And obviously in the Bible there are 
a lot of stories about how God is on 
the side of the oppressed and wants 
to liberate and give them freedom 
so that everybody can experience 
the abundance and wholeness of 
God.”

Helping people experience that 
abundance can be a challenge, 
however. ISAIAH speaks to a variety 
of issues it believes prevents people 
from living in abundance, includ-
ing work on closing the education 
and achievement gaps; devising 
new strategies to alleviate the fore-
closure crisis; addressing health 
inequalities; immigration reform; 
and proposing workable solutions 
for transit problems that particu-
larly affect urban communities.

Concerning the foreclosure cri-
sis, which has specifi cally impacted 
low-income areas, Slack believes re-
form efforts can help people meet 
this challenge with dignity.

“We talk about how foreclosures 
have really robbed people of the 
value to live their lives in dignity,” 
he said. “A part of our faith is con-
necting, partnering with those 
people so that we can stop the crisis 
of foreclosures and actually have 
more just, more humane laws that 

allow people to mediate claims, 
requiring banks to actually talk to 
people being foreclosed on.”

That response is at the heart of 
the gospel, according to the Rev. 
Dan Garnaas, pastor at Grace Uni-
versity Lutheran Church in Minne-
apolis, which is a member congre-
gation of ISAIAH.

“It’s also saying that certainly the 
Judeo-Christian scriptures actually 
have some things to say about these 
things,” he said. “What’s going on 
now was going on then.”

Going to the Capitol
Much of ISAIAH’s work is at the 

community level and not directed 
solely at the seats of power, like the 
state Capitol. However, last year the 
group decided it would commit to 
spending more time at the Capitol 
in 2013—regardless of the election 
results. 

As leaders were refl ecting on this 
decision, they asked, “Could we 
take all this work that we’ve been 
doing about what it really means 
to embody this prophetic call and 
bring it into that amphitheater, 
which is counter-cultural,” Schrantz 
said. “We wanted to see if we could 
move and tell this story—move our 
narrative, tell this story—in one 
way … clarifying the choice: is the 
choice between human beings and 
the banks? The choice between hu-
man beings and health care.”

Schrantz said the group has been 
wrestling—particularly in the past 
two years—with how to become 
more explicit about its biblical 
grounding and how to claim that 
grounding.

“We’re part of a 5,000-year story 
that we’re attached to and our iden-
tity is grounded in, and what does it 
teach us and then how do we in our 
times now … how are we living that 
out as part of that call?” she said.

Yet that new emphasis at the Cap-
itol has not come without its chal-
lenges. Slack noted that he regu-
larly hears comments from people 
asking why people of faith are at the 
Capitol, implying that they should 
keep their faith to themselves. Yet 
ISAIAH leaders believe they have a 
rightful place in the public square, 
and it would be remiss of them not 
to participate.

“We have an obligation to be in 
the conversation,” Slack said, “to 
help shape our lives together and 
our future together.” 

People, not issues
Even though ISAIAH concen-

trates on a variety of public policy 
and justice issues, it’s most passion-
ate—and committed to—people, 
according to Schrantz. That’s one 
reason why it puts so much empha-
sis on leadership training.

“Our mission is to be a vehicle for 
a movement of people of faith in 
the world to live out their Christian 
values,” she said. “Our mission is re-
ally about people. That the world 
and our state and our communi-
ties are going to be better just by 
virtue of the fact that more people 
grounded in their values and who 
they are having a voice in how the 
world around them should look.”  

By focusing on people instead of 
policy, the potential impact of the 
organization’s goals is dramatically 
increased.

“The heart of ISAIAH is a lead-
ership development organization,” 
Slack said. “We develop people. It 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISAIAH

ISAIAH leader Dan Quillin talks with congregants about the importance of healthcare on the steps of the state Capitol.

invests in leadership development 
and also it invests in people, pre-
paring people to build relation-
ships in order to do the work we 
care about.”

The focus on Christians’ living 
out their faith and working for just 
solutions to society’s problems is 
critical at this time, Schrantz be-
lieves, especially when so many is-
sues and problems seem to be at an 

impasse.
“There is a call right now for 

Christian communities and people 
of faith who are grounded in this 
message of abundant life, of be-
ing connected, that we’re inter-
connected, that we can do this to-
gether,” she said. “I don’t know who 
else is going to come into the mix 
to deliver that message. There is an 
imperative. We have to bring a mes-

sage of love and compassion and 
mercy and interconnected[ness], 
and our state and our country need 
it now.”

Group uses biblical 
history to inform its work
ISAIAH develops leaders and 
congregations to live out their faith

For more information about 
ISAIAH, including how to become a 
member congregation or have some-
one visit your church, visit www.
isaiahmn.org.
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As I’m sure many people did, I 
watched a fair amount of news dur-
ing the lead up to and announce-
ment of the new pope. Talking 
heads from various television net-
works all had shared their opin-
ions—and the opinions of their 
guests—about who the new pope 
should be and what issues or agen-
da he should adopt.

As I was watching this debate, it 
reminded me of the uniqueness 
and otherworldliness of the gos-
pel—as encompassed in the mod-
ern-day church. 

Society—deliberately or not—
tends to have a strong pull on the 
functionality of the gospel and the 
church. It oftentimes tries to pull or 
push the gospel in one way or an-
other. Sometimes it tries to hijack 
the meta-narrative of the gospel 
and transform it into something 
more palatable to society in gen-
eral. 

Some might say: “Why do we 
need to assent to Jesus’ actual death 
and resurrection? Science has prov-

en this isn’t possible. If the church 
would change its view on this, then 
more people would come.”

While that temptation is preva-
lent, it misses a huge point.  

The story is well-known. The 
American church was fairly healthy 
and stable in the two decades fol-
lowing World War II. However, 
beginning in the 1960s, several 
denominations—mostly Mainline 
Protestant—began to change their 
views to align more closely with 
those of the culture. Critics argued 
that they had given up belief in 
essential doctrines of the church 
or the historical meaning behind 
them.

By “accommodating” to the cul-
ture, as critics referred to it, some 
believed that these churches be-
came just another chapter of the 
local Lion’s Club or the PTA: com-
munity organizations that formed 
around largely secular notions.

Many pundits and authors tried 
to pin the cause for the decline of 
these denominations. Books like 

“Why Conservative Churches are 
Growing,” which was published in 
the 1970s, argued that churches 
with strong doctrine and those that 
required much from their mem-
bers were experiencing growth. On 
the other hand, those that were ex-
periencing loss expected little from 
their members and had weak or 
minimal doctrinal standards. 

In the end, Mainline Protestant 
denominations would end up los-
ing millions of parishioners over 
the next 40 years: some as a result 
of changing demographics, some 
no doubt as a result of this so-called 
“accommodation” period.

But more importantly, perhaps, 
what was lost by many of these 
churches was the transcendent na-
ture of the faith: the underlying 
belief that something greater than 
us has put us here in this time and 
space and is capable—though not 
always compelled—to exact mira-
cles and perform extraordinary acts 
that would amaze even the most 
skeptical scientist.

This same faith worships a God 
who has created us each uniquely 
and loves us without question or 
ability to perform. Though we may 
fail too many times to count or 
commit the most egregious of acts, 
His love and willingness to restore 
us is without question.

What makes the gospel so tran-

scendent—and unlike community 
organizations—is that it can trans-
form things and make them new, 
breathing into them life it never 
would have known without the gos-
pel.  

The examples are numerous 
concerning how a transcendent 
faith makes life more compelling, 
unique, deeper and yes, at times, 
diffi cult to comprehend.

Culture will always encourage 
believers—and the churches where 
they worship—to consider becom-
ing more like them. What this 
normally means is dropping—or 
at least minimizing—the transcen-
dent nature of the faith. But if we 
do this, our faith looks a whole lot 
different than what Jesus intended. 

Let’s make sure we never mini-
mize the power and life-changing 
nature of the gospel.

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Is the gospel transcendent or culture bound?

An investment worth making
Raised by a single parent mother, 

life, by circumstances, certainly had 
its challenges. Needless to say, there 
really weren’t a whole lot of conve-
niences or luxuries. If something 
broke, you didn’t get a new one. 
If there was a desire, you usually 
didn’t get it. You saved for ages, or 
it meant a very big sacrifi ce on the 
part of my mother.

My mother was a very competent, 
hard-working woman who always 
pulled herself up by her boot straps 
and muscled through, one arm 
holding her two children and the 
other gripping her Bible. Her little 
fi ve-foot, two-inch frame has shoul-
dered greater storms than I can 
comprehend. And still, inside this 
fi erce lion lies a gentle tenderness 
that makes me melt to this day. The 
compassionate love my mother has 
chosen to take the time to give and 
the godly fortitude she expresses 
has helped smooth many potholes.

Growing up in this environ-
ment, I learned the meaning of 

sacrifi cial love, family, hard work 
and determination. I learned very 
early what it was like to grit my 
teeth and do what was needed to 
get through a situation. I learned 
the value of earning a dollar and 
that anything worth having was 
going to take physical or mental 
sweat. From my fi rst waitressing 
job at age 14 through the fruitful 
career the Lord has blessed me 
with now, life has always been 
fi lled with a crazy amount of work, 
work, work.

I have come to draw a great sense 
of security, accomplishment, grati-
fi cation and satisfaction from my 
work. I enjoy the energy of a chal-
lenge, I soak up the momentum 
of having lots of projects going on, 
and I welcome the affi rmations that 
may come my way. I love to work, 
I thrive in it, and I have found my 
identity in it.

That’s why I wasn’t quite sure 
what to do when confl icting feel-
ings surfaced after the birth of my 

fi rst child. On 
maternity leave, 
I struggled. I re-
ally wanted to 
be home more 
than nights and 
weekends with 
my daughter. My 
husband and I 
talked, and our 
goal was to have 
me home more 
with our child 
than away, and 
sleeping didn’t 
count. 

We want to be the primary ones 
raising our children. It was an easy 
value decision but an extremely 
hard cultural, societal, personal 
and fi nancial decision. I have spent 
well over a year navigating mount-
ing questions, frustrations, stress 
and guilt.

I am saddened by the lies many 
of us believe that we can do it all—
or we have to do it all. I sincerely 

thank the wom-
en’s movement 
for bringing 
change to the 
fact that women 
have rights, de-
serve equal pay 
and opportuni-
ties and am sin-
cerely grateful 
for the wonder-
ful opportuni-
ties I have been 
afforded. How-
ever, I am frus-

trated by the confusion now cre-
ated among thousands of women 
who are overly stressed from work-
ing, mothering, being a wife, hold-
ing together a household or the 
varying other circumstances that 
may exist.

Furthermore, I don’t understand 
why, as a society, we do not place 
greater value and honor on the role 
of being a mother and parent. It’s 
like it’s something we fi t between 

our legitimate jobs, committees, 
volunteering and pursuits. Why are 
we not approaching our parenting 
the way we approach our careers, 
the hobbies we love or the things 
that bring us personal satisfaction? 

Instead it feels like the quest to 
be a godly, invested parent is a topic 
that rarely makes the spotlight, as if 
purposeful parenting is something 
that just happens.

My goodness, it makes me shiver 
when I think about the level of in-
fl uence I have on my child. We are 
called to raise up Christ followers 
to engage the world. Our heavenly 
Father will hold me accountable for 
how I shepherd my little one’s heart, 
and it brings me to my knees, in deep 
prayer, to recognize that the big and 
small choices I make today will shape 
her world, her view of God and infl u-
ence her decision for eternity.

Alisha Cora Soule is director of 
development at New Life Family 
Services.

Why should we as Christians 
care about men and women who 
are suffering from a past abortion 
and their recovery? After all, these 
people made the choice to have an 
abortion, so it is now their problem, 
right?

In my short time as the director 
of the Conquerors Post Abortion 
Healing program (a program of 
New Life Family Services), my eyes 
have been opened to the abortion 
crisis we have in the church. Ac-
cording to the Guttmacher Insti-
tute, 73 percent of women having 
abortions profess a faith affi lia-
tion. The majority of the women 
attending our post-abortion sup-
port group are attending churches, 
and most of them grew up in the 
church.

I have heard the testimonies of 
women whose Christian parents 
brought them to the abortion clin-
ic because of the embarrassment an 
unplanned pregnancy would cause 
them. Women attending Christian 
colleges have abortions. Being part 
of a Christian community doesn’t 
eliminate the possibility of an abor-
tion.

The solution might be that we 

should eliminate the availability of 
abortion and therefore eliminate 
abortion. While that should be part 
of the answer, there are a number 
of women who have attended our 
groups who had abortions when it 
wasn’t legal. There was a network of 
help for these women to get them 
to an abortion doctor or clinic. 
Abortions have occurred for centu-
ries, and they won’t go away by mak-
ing them illegal.

Another option might be to 
preach from the pulpit more of-
ten just how wrong abortion is and 
why women shouldn’t do it. It still 
wouldn’t address the high percent-

age of women who feel that the 
abortion was not their choice. Of-
ten, regardless of what a woman 
had heard about abortion, a parent, 
boyfriend or husband arranged it.  

According to the Elliot Institute, 
64 percent of women report that 
they felt pressured to abort, and 
over half felt they were rushed into 
the decision. So preaching about 
the sin of abortion to a woman who 
was forced into it can cause further 
trauma. So what do we do?

Minister to our fl ock. 
Fifty-fi ve million abortions have 

occurred since 1973, when abortion 
became legal. One in three women 
will have an abortion by the age of 
45. Those women and men are sit-
ting in our church pews, suffering 
in silence. This suffering is impact-
ing the family and the church. One 
abortion is said to impact 40 lives.  

A man or a woman who doesn’t 
feel the forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
with their abortions has symptoms 
of anger, depression and abuse with 
food, alcohol and drugs, among 
many other issues. This determines 
how they parent their children, 
behave in their marriage and live 
out their lives as disciples of Jesus 

Christ. This is not just an issue for 
the woman; this affects our fami-
lies, our congregations, our culture 
and future generations.

Understand the healing of those 
who have experienced abortion 
could be the church’s greatest 
weapon against abortion. 

I have had the opportunity to 
watch women go through our Con-
querors support group and come 
to the healing that only Jesus Christ 
can provide. Through this heal-
ing, I have seen the transformation 
that forgiveness brings. I have seen 
them speak up by writing articles, 
giving their testimony in front of 
large groups and voting for a pro-
life candidate for the fi rst time.  

I have seen them write checks 
to pro-life groups to support the 
movement, a movement that they 
had felt they couldn’t be a part of 
because they had an abortion. 

Men and women who are healed 
from their past abortions are able 
to come alongside a couple fac-
ing that decision and tell them the 
truth. While our pregnancy centers 
do a fantastic job of counseling 
women facing an unplanned preg-
nancy, they can only reach those 

willing to seek out the help of these 
centers. 

Someone who isn’t healed from 
their abortion doesn’t believe they 
have the right to tell someone else 
to make a different choice. Healed 
men and women do.

As a church body, we need to 
look at the condition of the people 
in our pews. We cannot ignore this 
and believe it isn’t happening in 
our congregations any longer. As 
churches, we can connect with our 
local post abortion healing pro-
grams—promoting them often—
and start to minister to those sitting 
right next to us on Sunday morn-
ings.  

This will raise up an army of war-
riors speaking the truth of abor-
tion, for which no one can argue 
with their testimonies. Through 
this healing, the heart of our cul-
ture would be changed.  With 
God’s help we can change the fu-
ture of abortion in our country, but 
it starts with healing.

Kris Andersen is the director of 
the Conquerors Post Abortion Heal-
ing program, a ministry of New Life 
Family Services.  

Why should we care about abortion recovery?

Kris Andersen

Alisha Cora Soule
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I have no idea of the moral di-
lemmas or social and economic 
challenges that will face my chil-
dren or my grandchildren in the 
years to come, and like my parents 
and grandparents did for me, I fear 
for them and the diffi culties they 
will have to face.

But the truth is that probably 
every generation has worried about 
the future their children will face 
and the rise of evil, growing im-
morality, loss of religious freedom 
and turning away from God.

How do we successfully raise 
children who can remain faithful 
to Jesus in a world that grows in-
creasingly hostile to God every day?

I have developed a theory about 
parenting that has emerged over 
my lifetime—observing my grand-
parents, then being parented by 
my mom and dad, and now as I 
am in the middle of raising my 
own children. My theory is this: a 
greater measure of one’s success 
as a parent is determined by the 
success of your grandchildren, not 
just that of your children.

I hope that I prove to have been 
a successful parent, raising my chil-
dren to become faithful disciples 
of Jesus Christ, who are noble and 

productive citizens contributing to 
the society they will live in, and, if 
married, who have joy-fi lled, life-
long marriages to their spouses.

But any ability my wife and I 
(hopefully) have as parents did 
not begin with us; much of it was 
learned from each of our parents, 
who in turn learned it from their 
parents (and although neither of 
us knew our great-grandparents, 
there were most probably good par-
enting skills learned from them).

My point is that I want to focus 
my parenting efforts on more than 
just raising successful children; I 
want to raise successful parents.

My prayer is that my children and 

their children and their children’s 
children will grow to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus whose lives are 
shaped by the Word of God and, as 
a result, experience the accompa-
nying blessings. With God’s help, 
I hope to pass on beliefs, values, 
habits and skills that transfer from 
one generation to the next and are 
adaptable for success in a changing 
social and moral landscape.

I can’t parent my children the 
same way that my parents raised 
me, and I know that my children 
will not be able to raise their 
kids the same way that my wife 
and I parented them. There are 
different social pressures, moral 
temptations, economic challenges 
and spiritual battles faced by each 

generation.
Recently a friend and I were 

bemoaning the uncertain future 
of this society, what with the break-
down of stable family structures, 
loss of religious freedom, the crush-
ing debt of our economy and rise 
of evil and random violence (e.g. 
theater and school shootings), and 
we expressed the fear we have for 
our kids and their futures.

But I was reminded of an experi-
ence I had in 2010 when I attended 
the Third Lausanne Congress on 
World Evangelization in Cape 
Town, South Africa. While at the 
Congress, I met Christians from 
countries around the world, most 
from places where Christians were 
marginalized or oppressed. But in 

these same places, the church was 
growing, and people were living 
joyful lives as faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ, and the Word of God 
was transforming them.

I shared with my friend that 
even though I fear what the future 
holds for my children and their 
descendents, I still have hope for 
them that through Jesus they will be 
able to persevere and fi nd joy and 
satisfaction in the midst of whatever 
circumstances they encounter.

Just like my great grandpar-
ents would have trembled at the 
thought of raising children in the 
environs of the 21st century, I fear 
for my great grandchildren having 
to raise kids in the 22nd century, but 
my hope is in God, and my prayer is 
that by God’s grace I raise children 
to become parents who are able 
to pass on that same hope in God 
and faithfulness to Jesus to their 
children, repeating that cycle for 
generations to come.

I am hopeful that if they remain 
faithful to Jesus their lives can be 
fi lled with ultimate hope and joy.

Carl Nelson is president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota.

Godly grandchildren: a measure of parenting success
There are different social 

pressures, moral temptations, 

economic challenges and spiritual 

battles faced by each generation.

Perhaps most of you are accus-
tomed to saying that the kingdom 
of God is “not yet” here and is “al-
ready” here. Not yet here in its con-
summation, but already here in sig-
nifi cant fulfi llments.

In fact, “fulfi llment without 
consummation” was the scandal 
of Jesus’s ministry. He claimed 
that the kingdom of God “is in 
the midst of you” (Luke 17:21), 
and yet Jesus was not overthrow-
ing the Roman regime. Even 
John the Baptist was perplexed 
and asked, “Are you the one who 
is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” (Matthew 11:3).

This was the “secret of the 
kingdom” revealed only to a few. 
“To you has been given the se-
cret of the kingdom of God, but 
for those outside everything is in 
parables” (Mark 4:11). The se-
cret was that the kingdom was in-
deed already present (“If it is by 
the fi nger of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of 
God has come upon you,” Luke 
11:20), but the kingdom has not 
yet come completely (“I will not 
drink again of this fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom,” Matthew 26:29).

What about the antichrist?

But most of us are not accus-
tomed to speaking of the anti-
christ as already here but not yet 
here. But consider the way the 
apostles John and Paul speak of 
this fi gure. Only John uses the 
term “antichrist.” But Paul refers 
to the same fi gure as “the man of 
lawlessness.”

First listen to Paul. “Let no one 
deceive you in any way. For that 
day [of Christ’s second coming] 
will not come, unless the rebellion 
comes fi rst, and the man of lawless-
ness is revealed, the son of destruc-
tion …. And you know what is re-
straining him now so that he may 
be revealed in his time. For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 6–7, 
emphasis added).

Paul says that a “man of law-

lessness” is coming. And he says 
that the “mystery of lawlessness” 
is already at work. I take this to 
mean that a distinct fi gure of 
great satanic power (verse 9) is 
coming, but that his mysterious 
presence can already be felt in 
the present time. He is “already” 
here, and he is “not yet” here.

Similarly, John says, “Every 
spirit that does not confess Je-
sus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in 
the world already” (1 John 4:3, 
emphasis added).

There is a future antichrist yet 
to come. But the spirit of anti-
christ is already in the world. In 
fact, John goes so far as to say: 
“You have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists 

have come” (1 John 2:18).
So both Paul and John pic-

ture a fi nal time just before the 
Second Coming when a person 
of great demonic power will 
rise up in rebellion against the 
true Christ and His people. In 
the meantime, the satanic char-
acteristics of that fi gure are al-
ways manifesting themselves in 
the world with greater or lesser 
dominance. 

The antichrist is coming, and 
he is here already. “Many de-
ceivers have gone out into the 
world, those who do not confess 
the coming of Jesus Christ in the 
fl esh. Such a one is … the anti-
christ” (2 John 1:7).

How we should live? What 
does this mean for us?

It is a call for us to live sober 
lives of alertness and faithful-
ness. Our minds should be gird-
ed for action (1 Peter 1:13). We 
should put on the whole armor 
of God (Ephesians 6:13ff). “The 
hour has come for you to wake 
from sleep” (Romans 13:11). 
The aim of the “mystery of law-
lessness” and the “many anti-
christs” is to deceive us into the 
blinding slumbers of indiffer-
ence and love of sin.

But we are the children of 
light. We are not of the night or 
of the darkness. “So then let us 
not sleep, as others do, but let 
us keep awake and be sober” (1 
Thessalonians 5:4–6).

And as I said in a recent ser-
mon, let’s out-love and out-re-
joice the darkening world. “Love 
one another, for many deceivers 
have gone out into the world” 
(2 John 1:6–7). “Blessed are you 
when people hate you. Rejoice 
in that day, and leap for joy” 
(Luke 6:22–23).

John Piper is founder and teacher 
of desiringGod.org and chancellor of 
Bethlehem College and Seminary. 
He is the author of more than 40 
books, including Desiring God and 
Don’t Waste Your Life.

The antichrist is here and not yet here
How should we then live? What 
does this mean for us? 
…let’s out-live and out-rejoice 
the darkening world.
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By Meredith Flynn 
BP News

MARYVILLE, Ill. — Cindy Win-
ters didn’t set out to write a book. 
But as she journaled about her 
grief and pain after her husband 
Fred was killed in his Maryville, Ill., 
pulpit four years ago, she realized 
how healing the writing process 
could be. And she wanted to share 
that with others on a similar jour-
ney.

Pastor Fred Winters was killed at 
First Baptist Church in Maryville 
in 2009, when a gunman entered 
a Sunday morning worship service 
on March 8 and shot him in the 
pulpit. Media outlets immediately 
descended on Maryville, pushing 
the story into national headlines. 
Just days later, Cindy Winters ex-
tended forgiveness to the shooter 
on CBS’ “Early Show.”

“We have been praying for him,” 
she said. “... We really fi rmly believe 
that he can fi nd hope and forgive-
ness and peace through this by 
coming to know Jesus.”

Hope, forgiveness and peace are 
among the themes in Winters’ new 
book “Refl ections from the Pit,” 
available now on www.amazon.com. 
Her writing process started simply, 
when she sat down with pen and 
paper to express some of the emo-

tions that were overwhelming her.
“I would leave that writing ex-

perience with a sense of renewed 
strength,” Winters said. “Often-
times, peace would sweep in over 
me, and then hope. And just a 
sense of ‘OK, you know what, I’m 
going to be able to make it through 
the rest of the day.’”

In brief devotion-like sections, 
Winters shares her thoughts in 
hopes of easing some of grief’s 
isolation. The book also includes 
Scripture passages, nature pictures, 
prayers, poems and space for read-
ers to write their own journal en-
tries.

“They’re all highly personal, and 
they all come out of a feeling of be-
ing overwhelmed,” Winters said of 
her entries. “They’re not all sad, 
they’re not all dark. Some of them 
are funny. Some of them come 
from really good places; some of 
them are obviously from a really 
bad spot.”

And the book isn’t just for people 
going through grief. “I think it’s for 
anybody who has found themselves 
in the pit, regardless of how we get 
there. The pit can be very painful, 
and very dark, and very hard to get 
out of. So I think it’s for anybody 
who can say, ‘You know what? My 
life’s in the pit right now.’”

People from Illinois and Mis-

souri were on hand for a March 10 
open house to celebrate the book’s 
release at the Wildey Theater in 
nearby Edwardsville.

Winters feels a close connection 
with the Maryville community that 
protects her husband’s memory and 
legacy, evidenced in part by Fred 
Winters Memorial Park, scheduled 
to be completed this year. 

As for her family -- Winters has 
two teenage daughters -- she admits 
life still feels like a roller coaster. 

“We still have so many transitions that 
we are making,” Winters said. “That is 
so odd to say after four years, but we 
are. There’s still a lot of things that are 
kind of unsettled and a lot of aspects of 
our life that are still extremely diffi cult 
to try to navigate through.

“But there is a level of normalcy 
to our life now that there wasn’t a 
couple years ago. There are things 
we do now that don’t have the same 
kind of sting to them, you know, 
because we’ve done them now four 
times in a row.”

And God has sustained them.
“... It all comes down to just 

knowing that God is faithful and 
that He’s good, and trusting Him, 
and looking at that every day. And 
not relying on ourselves or our cir-
cumstances to be our comfort. And 
knowing that only truly God can 
heal and comfort us.”

Wife of slain pastor tells of peace, hope

BP News

NASHVILLE — Worship leader 
Chris Tomlin “is the most prolifi c 
songwriter in the United States 
now, in this past decade,” a Chris-
tian music executive said in a CNN 
feature highlighting the differences 
between Tomlin and secular stars.

Howard Rachinski, CEO of 
Christian Copyright Licensing In-
ternational (CCLI), the company 
that tracks what music is used in 
churches around the world, said 
last year churches used 128 songs 
Tomlin wrote or co-wrote. 

According to CNN.com March 
9, CCLI estimates that every Sun-
day in the United States, between 
60,000 and 120,000 churches are 
singing Tomlin’s worship songs. 

The article identifi ed Tomlin, 
who leads worship for Passion con-
ferences and helped pack the Geor-
gia Dome in Atlanta with college 

students in January, as the “undis-
puted king of worship music.” 

But CNN noted the secret to Tom-
lin’s success: “The stage, the lights, the 
band aren’t about him. As lively as his 
shows are, the point is not to get you 
inside the doors. The point is to get 
you singing in church.”

Churches across the spectrum—
black, white, Asian, large, small—con-
nect with Tomlin’s songs, the article 
said. His goal, he told CNN, is to write 
songs that communicate what people 
would like to say to God.

Tomlin, 40, grew up learning 
country music in Texas, he said, 
and he didn’t give any thought to 
a career writing worship music. 
But in college, as he starting writ-
ing worship songs, he was invited 
to lead Christian conferences with 
10,000 students, CNN reported. 

“I was just writing songs for the 
church and from there they just 
started taking off,” Tomlin, now 

the worship pastor at Passion City 
Church in Atlanta, said.

Unlike mainstream musical ce-
lebrities, Tomlin isn’t driven by 
money or his own fame, the article 
said. 

“I feel like I have a responsibility, 
that God has given me a gift to write 
songs for His church that people 
listen to and that people are com-
ing to expect now,” he said. “... The 
difference to me in the music is 
that I ask that God’s presence be on 
it and that people, when they sing 
these songs, sense that God does 
something.”

Tomlin added that when he’s on 
stage, it’s not about him. In fact, he 
prefers to step back from the micro-
phone and listen to God’s people 
praising Him in unison.

“It’s about a greater name than 
my name,” Tomlin told CNN. “My 
name is on the ticket, but this is 
about a greater name.”

Chris Tomlin ‘most prolifi c songwriter’ in U.S.
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By Scott Noble

EXCELSIOR — Tom Stolz found 
himself onstage when he was fi ve 
years old. That should have served 
as a prophetic experience for what 
he would do with the rest of his life. 

Stolz’s father, Don, arrived in 
Minnesota in 1940 as an actor and 
director, and he purchased the Old 
Log Theater in Excelsior for $1 in 
1946. For the next 14 years, the 
theater premiered several classic 
plays in the area, such as “A Street-
car Named Desire”; “Time of Your 
Life”; and “Arsenic and Old Lace.” 

In 1960, a new theater structure 
was built, and it began to operate 
year-round.   

“In the early years, the Old Log 
was just a summer venture—13 
plays in 13 weeks,” Tom Stolz said. 
“Then in 1960, it was 52 weeks 
a year that we were producing 
plays—one every two weeks—so it 
was quite a schedule. Nowadays the 
productions have a much longer 
run. It’s a different dynamic now.”

The equity theater is now in its 
74th season, and Stolz said that 
makes it the longest continuously 
running theater in the United 
States. And in his mid-90s, Don 
Stolz still comes in to work every 
day.

“He’s very active and very sharp,” 
his son said. “It’s good to be able to 
go to work and see him rather than 
to a nursing home or something 
like that.”

For Tom, the theater was in his 
blood.

“I suppose it could be compared 

to someone who grew up on a 
farm,” he said. “You just do the farm 
chores. I started out onstage when 
I was fi ve years old, but I’ve always 
had a job around there, whether it’s 
parking lot or in the pop stand or 
as a janitor or acting. Now directing 
and writing some scripts and all of 
the children’s shows over the last 50 
years. [I] spent many nights of my 
life on that stage.”

The theater is currently in the 
midst of the musical “Mahalia,” 
which was written by Tom Stolz and 
tells the story of gospel great Maha-
lia Jackson. 

Stolz originally intended to write 
a musical about Fanny Crosby, the 
great hymn writer who was a con-
temporary of Abraham Lincoln. 
However, being a lifelong fan of 
Jackson, Stolz eventually steered in 
that direction.

“My musical tastes growing up 
were much different than kids my 
age, my peers,” he said. “I would 
listen to Mahalia Jackson gospel 
music” and Louis Armstrong, show 
tunes, blues, jazz and gospel. 

“The things that draw me to 
Mahalia are not only her pioneer-
ing voice and incredible voice but 
her message too,” Stolz said. “I’m a 
Christian, and she’s just a sister in 
Christ. I was attracted to her in that 
regard. [I was also] very interested 
in her because of the Civil Rights 
movement, and that was part of her 
mission, I believe, given by God, to 
bring people across the color line. 
She certainly was a musical voice of 
the Civil Rights movement.”

The play was originally written 

Inspiring musical tells the story of gospel great

Local gospel favorite Sandra Hodges plays Mahalia Jackson in the musical 
‘Mahalia.’

‘Mahalia’ to play the Old Log Theater through May 25
and performed some 20 years ago. 
Since then, there have been 100 
productions of it across the country 
and the world.

Stolz hopes those who attend 
“Mahalia” are not only entertained 
by the more than 20 musical num-
bers in the production but also 
learn something about the life and 
legacy of Jackson. 

“Fifty years ago, everyone knew 
the story of Mahalia Jackson, but 
that’s not the case now,” he said. 
“She was one of the most admired 
women in the world in her day.”

Jackson, played in the musical by 
local gospel favorite Sandra Hodg-
es, was a pioneer in the Civil Rights 
movement and considered by Stolz 
one of its major musical voices. 

“Christians should know about 
her for her great faith and how 
God has always used the least likely 
person to accomplish His goals, 
and that is the kingdom of God 
on earth, what Martin Luther King 
would call ‘the beloved communi-
ty,’” Stolz said. “Here is a lady with 
a third grade education living in 
segregated New Orleans. In a few 
years after that was singing before 
rulers and presidents in countries 
all around the world.”

Jackson was a musical presence 
at several of King’s marches and 
events, including the Montgom-
ery bus boycott and the March on 
Washington.

“There is a point in the play 
where King gets up and starts to 
give a speech, and she says, ‘Well, 
tell him about the dream, honey,’” 
Stolz said. “Because he was not go-

“Mahalia” runs now through May 
25. Performances occur Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.; 
Thursdays through Saturdays at 8:00 
p.m.; and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 
The Old Log Theater also includes 
a 300-seat restaurant for pre-show 
dining. For more information about 
“Mahalia” and for tickets, call (952) 
474 5951, (866) 653-5641 or visit 
www.oldlog.com. 

ing that way. He put his written 
speech away and just spoke from 
his heart, and that’s when the ‘I 
[Have a] Dream’ speech came.”

Jackson also became a comfort-
ing presence for a nation that was 
dealing with violence and assassina-
tions during the 1960s. 

“She sang at [King’s] funeral 
too,” Stolz said. “She sang ‘Precious 
Lord.’ She sang at President John F. 
Kennedy’s inauguration. She sang 
on TV when Bobby Kennedy was as-
sassinated. She was just in the fore-
front of all of these happenings and 
historical tragedies that took place 
in those days.”

Stolz believes Jackson’s story 

should teach Christians about be-
ing willing to work with God on this 
earth.

“Mostly it is about God working 
in the hearts of people that are will-
ing to be co-workers with Him.”
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Victory Benefi t Concert
to benefi t local sex traffi cking victims

Featuring Breaking Free’s Survivor Choir 
and Performance Group
R&B Artist Tiffany Carter
Christian Pop Artist Dawna Johnson
Gospel Hip Hop Artist Tru Serva

May 4, 2013
6:00 Fair Trade Expo
7:00 Concert 
Crowne Plaza St. Paul Riverfront

$15 in advance
$20 at the door 
$10 for groups 10+

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — Acting quickly on 
the heels of the statewide vote that 
failed to constitutionally codify tradi-
tional marriage defi nitions, same-sex 
marriage proponents have introduced 
legislation in the state House and Sen-
ate that would broaden the defi nition 
of marriage to accommodate same-sex 
unions.

Some political pundits were skepti-
cal the new DFL-controlled legislature 
would move this quickly on the issue 
and were also doubtful support from 
outstate DFL legislators—who tend to 
be more conservative—would be there.

However, Autumn Leva, director of 
Governmental Affairs and Communi-
cations for Minnesota for Marriage, a 
group supporting traditional marriage 
defi nitions, was not surprised with how 
quickly same-sex marriage proponents 
acted.

“Our organization initiated the 
Marriage Amendment to prevent 
the legislature and courts from be-
ing able to alter the defi nition of 

marriage without the people’s per-
mission,” she said. “Without a mar-
riage amendment, we knew that the 
next logical step for gay marriage 
supporters was to try to force a new 
defi nition of marriage on the state 
through the legislature.”

Both bills are currently in commit-
tees and could soon be put for a vote 
to the full House and Senate. If passed 
in both chambers, the bill would move 
to Governor Mark Dayton’s desk, who 
has previously announced his support 
for same-sex marriage.

Minnesota for Marriage and other 
groups opposing same-sex marriage 
are encouraging supporters to contact 
their legislators.

“Many of our legislators are listen-
ing to their constituents on this issue,” 
Leva said.

While final bills have not been 
passed, some are also concerned about 
the religious freedom ramifi cations of 
altering the state’s marriage defi nition. 
Opponents of the measures worry 
about protections for religious orga-
nizations and businesses.

Same-sex marriage bills 
introduced in the Legislature

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — The frequency 
of serving communion can be as 
hotly debated as end-times sce-
narios. Denominations, churches 
and individual pastors 
all have opinions on 
the matter, and that’s 
not even getting into 
whether wine or grape 
juice should be served.

Regardless of the de-
bate, however, a new 
survey fi nds that the 
majority of churches 
(70 percent) serve com-
munion once a month. 

The Evangelical Lead-
ers Survey, which is a 
monthly poll conducted by the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE), includes denominational 
leaders and other representatives of 
evangelical institutions.

“Throughout church history, 
Christians have celebrated the 

Lord’s Table in many different 
ways and with varying frequency,” 
said Leith Anderson, president of 
the NAE and former senior pas-
tor of Wooddale Church in Eden 
Prairie, via a media release. “Right 

now, the trend among evangelicals 
is once a month, which seems to 
balance taking communion regu-
larly while not replacing the cen-
tral role of the sermon in most 
evangelical worship services.”

Generally, more liturgical-ori-

ented churches serve communion 
more frequently than those con-
sidered “low church.”

Of the remaining 30 percent that 
did not choose once a month as an 
option, leaders were equally split over 

“every other month, quarterly 
and weekly.”

“In practicing commu-
nion, evangelical Christians 
remember the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,” 
Anderson continued. “For 
many, it is a special and rev-
erent experience they share 
regularly with their Chris-
tian community. The Scrip-
ture does not address the 
specifi cs of how to celebrate 
the Lord’s Table, so there 

is considerable variety in how the 
practice is understood and ex-
pressed in evangelical churches.”

That wiggle room will probably 
continue to ensure that evangelical 
churches promote a wide variety of 
communion frequency practices.

How often is communion served?
Survey fi nds once a month to be most common
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The best of Southern Gospel
…right here in the Twin Cities
12 HOURS OF GREAT GOSPEL MUSIC FEATURING 10 GROUPS

April 26-27, 2013
Friday, 6:00-10:30pm | Saturday, 11am-7pm

Discover Church
14300 W Burnsville Pkwy, Burnsville

Discover Church was formerly called Crossroads Church. The address, location, 
and phone number is the same, so don’t be alarmed that the tickets say 
Crossroads Church but the church building says Discover Church.

Tickets
Advance: $18 per person/per day
 $30 per person for both days 
At Door: $20 per person/per day
For credit card orders there is a $1 per ticket surcharge.

Order tickets by phone (612) 961-5992 or email info@twincitiesquartetconvention.com

Minnesota Family Council & Institute
30th Anniversary Dinner

Wednesday, May 1, 2013
DoubleTree by Hilton - Bloomington

5:30 p.m. Private Reception for Table Sponsors
5:30 p.m. Ministry Partner Displays Open

6:15 p.m. Registration
6:45 p.m. Dinner Seating

7:00 p.m. Dinner & Program

Kalley Yanta
Master of Ceremonies
Kalley Yanta was the main news anchor at KSTP-TV, 
Channel Five. She left broadcasting 13 years ago 
to pursue her second and current career as wife 
and mother. She is the host and narrator of the 
“Minnesota Marriage Minute,” a series of short, 
educational videos addressing why it is important 
to preserve the current defi nition of marriage.

If you or your organization would like to receive priority 
seating and other special benefi ts as a table sponsor, or if 
you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Peterson at 
612-789-8811 ext. 202, or email Cheryl@mfc.org for details.

Make reservations online at mfc.org
$100 in advance, $125 after deadline*
$75 Truth Project Alumni
$50 Pastors, Legislators and Guests under 26 years old
RSVP by Wednesday, April 17, 2013
* Ticket prices include a tax-deductible contribution of $54 or $79 respectively.

Order Now. We expect to sell out!

Dr. Ravi Zacharias
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Ravi Zacharias is an Indian-born, Canadian-American 
evangelical Christian apologist who reaches and challenges 
those who shape the ideas of a culture with the credibility of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He touches both the heart and the 
intellect of the thinkers and infl uencers of society.  

He is the author of numerous Christian books, including Gold 
Medallion Book Award winner Can Man Live Without God and 
bestsellers Light in the Shadow of Jihad and The Grand Weaver. 
His latest books are Why Jesus?, and Has Christianity Failed You?

2855 Anthony Lane South, Suite 150
Minneapolis, MN 55418
Phone: 612-789-8811

Fax: 612-789-8858

www.mfc.org
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The 62nd Annual National Day of Prayer

COME JOIN US IN PRAYING
FOR OUR STATE AND NATION

Please check the national website for other 
Minnesota National Day of Prayer observances

www.nationaldayofprayer.org

Thursday, May 2, 2013
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

PRAY FOR AMERICA
“In His name the nations will put their hope.”

Matthew 12:21

outside at 11:30 am.

12:00 pm.

at 1:30 pm.

Purchase a table of 14 for $224 or a table of 8 for $128. Groups must send checks and names in one envelope.
Tickets WILL NOT be mailed. Receive table assignments the morning of the breakfast. Please arrive a few minutes early.

Worship begins promptly at 5:55 AM.
Please consider an additional $25, $50, $100 or more to support the NDOP and provide scholarships.

Contributions are tax deductible.

62nd OBSERVANCE

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

West Metro National Day of Prayer Breakfast

Medina Entertainment Center
(4.5 miles west of I-494 on Hwy 55)

Join prayer warriors from the Twin Cities area for the 16th annual

Keynote Speaker:

The Honorable 

Worship Music:

& Friends

The mission of the National Day of 

Prayer Task Force, chaired by Shirley 

Dobson, is to communicate with 

every individual the need for personal 

repentance and prayer, mobilizing 

the Christian community to intercede 

for America and its leadership in the 

seven centers of power: Government, 

Military, Media, Business, Education, 

Church and Family.

Emcee:
Pastor Carol 

Send names and checks payable to:
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN 55427

Attn: Pastor Carol Skjegstad, West Metro NDP

Individual Tickets $16 ($20 after April 16th or at the door)
RESERVATIONS PREFERRED

Pastor Greg Laurie
2013 Honorary Chairman

Visit the website at nationaldayofprayer.org for other 
resources and NDP details and to fi nd other events in the area.

our citizens.’”
Since its start, the West Metro 

Prayer Breakfast has grown to more 
than 400 attendees.

The Rev. Carol Skjegstad of 
Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Golden Valley will serve as MC.

Tickets for the breakfast are 
$16 through April 16 or $20 af-
ter that and at the door. 

Prayer at the Capitol
At noon at the state Capitol, a 

special program and time of prayer 
will commence that focuses on the 
three branches of government. The 
Heart of the City band will begin a 
worship time at 11:30 a.m., which 
will be followed by a short program 
at noon. Afterwards, people will be 
invited to spend time in repentant 
prayer and seek God’s grace.

During that time, prayer will be 
more spontaneous and spirit-led, 
according to Dan Adler of Heart of 
the City Ministries, also a member 
of the planning team for the event. 

This year, the focus has been 
shifted to include more time and 
focus on repentance. 

Gary Borgendale, who is on the 
planning committee for the event 
and also the local ministry director 
at AM980 KKMS, said the key verse 
on which they are focusing is 2 
Chronicles 7:14, which says, “If my 
people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.”

“We’ve been praying for revival, 
and we know that repentance is the 
fi rst part of that: personal repen-

tance, repentance in the church,” 
Borgendale said. “So that’s why 
we’re emphasizing that need for 
repentance so the body of Christ 
[can] step forward to bring in a re-
vival and hopefully a Third Great 
Awakening.”

Each year, the governor and state 
legislators are invited to participate 
in the event at the Capitol and many 
participate and receive prayer. 

Adler, who has been involved 
with local National Day of Prayer 
events for more than 20 years, be-
lieves the observance is too impor-
tant not to participate.

“We have this freedom that we 
just can’t take for granted,” he said. 
“I don’t know how long we’ll get 
to do this. The idea of a National 
Day of Prayer is just a lawsuit away. 
When you still have a governor who 

will proclaim it and a nation that 
still allows it and nobody is going to 
arrest us for standing on the front 
steps of our state’s Capitol to pray, I 
just feel like I have to do this. This 
is too important.”  

UNITE at U of M
In the evening, a worship gather-

ing called UNITE will take place at 
Mariucci Arena on the campus of 
the University of Minnesota. The 
worship service will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and will include recording art-
ist Matthew West, the United Twin 
Cities Worship Band and evangelist 
Nick Hall. 

It’s free and open to all ages.
In the past, the two events—

UNITE and the event at the Capi-
tol—weren’t closely tied together, 
but that has changed this year. Ac-

cording to Borgendale, the reason 
for the change is demographics.

“We want to make sure that 
we’re extending the prayer effort 
into multi-generational [areas], 
especially in the younger genera-
tion, which is represented by the 
UNITE effort,” he said. “We recog-
nize that the younger generation 
is not attending church. As the 
older generation, we have to look 
to what we can do to stand behind 
and with the younger generation 
when they’re taking opportunities 
like this to gather the people of the 
younger generation for prayer.”

Even though the National Day of 
Prayer draws attention to just one 
particular day, Borgendale wants 
people to realize that we should be 
praying for our nation all year long.

“It is a day for us to come together 

and pray for our state, for our nation, 
and then it’s also a reminder that 
it’s not just one day—that we can 
continue to pray each and every day,” 
he said. “If it’s with Bless Minnesota 
and Adopt Your Street in Prayer, if 
it’s praying for our neighbors, pray-
ing for those in authority, we want to 
remind people that prayer is a 365-day 
event, 24/7.”

To register for the West Metro 
breakfast, visit www.calvary.org/
ndop or call (763) 473-3730.   

For more information about the 
event at the Capitol, visit www.
blessmn.org and for UNITE, visit 
www.unitendop.com.

For more information about the 
National Day of Prayer, visit www.
nationaldayofprayer.org. 

Legislative leaders are the recipients of prayers from the crowd at the National Day of Prayer gathering at the state Capitol. 

DAY OF PRAYER…
Continued from page 1
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MINNEAPOLIS — St. Paul’s 
Church in Minneapolis will host 
the Global Worship 6 concert 
on Sunday, April 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
The annual concert aims to unite 
“Christians in worship across cul-
tural boundaries.”

Popular Christian artists Dan 

and Sandy Adler will be special 
guests, and local musicians from 
Asian, African, South American 
and Eastern European back-
grounds will perform.

For more information, visit 
www.stpaulsevlutheran.org or 
call call (612) 874-0133.

Global Worship to take place at St. Paul’s Church

Southern gospel group 
in concert at the 
Salvation Army

MAPLEWOOD — The southern 
gospel group Declaration will be in 
concert at the Salvation Army com-
munity center in Maplewood on 
Saturday, April 13 at 6:00 p.m. The 
doors will open at 5:15 p.m., and 
a free will offering will be taken to 
help cover the expenses—with ad-
ditional money going to the Salva-
tion Army Adult Day Care special 
equipment fund.

The Salvation Army Lakewood 
Temple is located at 2080 Wood-
lynn Avenue in Maplewood, just 
east of Maplewood Mall.

For more information or for di-
rections, call (651) 779-9177.

  

New Life Family 
Services to honor birth 
mothers

ROSEVILLE — New Life Family 
Services will hold its Birth Mother 
Dinner on Friday, May 10 at 6:00 
p.m. at Grace Church in Roseville. 
The event is designed to honor 
women who have placed their chil-
dren up for adoption.

The keynote speaker for the din-
ner is Michelle Thooft, author of 
“The Gift of Sam.”

For more information or to 
RSVP (by May 5), email elliott.em-
ily@nlfs.org or call (612) 746-5672.

For more information about New 
Life Family Services, visit www.nlfs.
org.  

Single parent group 
to host musician

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social on Friday, May 
17 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-
rian Church in Minnetonka. This 
month’s event will include a pot-
luck followed by a short piano con-
cert with Mary Kline. 

Those who attend are encour-
aged to bring a dish to share.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970 
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Union Gospel Mission to 
hold annual celebration

BLOOMINGTON — The Union 
Gospel Mission Twin Cities will hold 
its annual Celebration of Hope on 
Monday, April 22 at the Double-
Tree by Hilton in Bloomington. 
The program begins at 6:30 p.m.

Julie Nelson of KARE 11 will 
serve as MC for the event, Mike Wil-
liams will provide comedy and the 
Changed Lives Choir will provide 
music.

RSVP by April 12 by calling (651) 
789-7561 or by visiting www.ugmtc.org. 

Website training on 
the agenda for Church 
Facility group

RICHFIELD — The Minnesota 
Association of Church Facility Man-
agers will hold its next monthly 
meeting on Thursday, April 18 at 
Hope Church’s Richfi eld campus. 
This month’s meeting will focus on 
website training. It begins at 8:00 
a.m.

The group meets monthly for fel-
lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 

staff members and small churches 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

Gospel group to 
highlight 50-plus 
luncheon

BLOOMINGTON — The gos-
pel group The Faithful Men will 
highlight the Minnesota 50-plus 
Luncheon/Concert (Formerly Se-
nior Adult) on Saturday, April 13 
at noon. The event will take place 
at Cedar Valley Church in Bloom-
ington.

Tickets for the luncheon and 
concert are $20.

For reservations, call (763) 533-
2278 or (952) 431-1949.  

Church to host ‘The 
Great Date Night’

PLYMOUTH — Messiah United 
Methodist Church in Plymouth will 
host The Great Date Night on Fri-
day, April 12. The free event will in-

clude live music, stand-up comedy, 
hors d’oeuvres and dessert. In addi-
tion, childcare will be provided.

Daren Streblow will provide com-
edy.

Tickets for The Great Date Night 
are $10 each. Each pair of tickets 
purchased comes with a free pair 
of tickets.    

For more information or to re-
serve your tickets, visit www.great-
datenight.eventbright.com.

College chorus groups 
to hold homecoming 
concert

SAINT PAUL — The Northwest-
ern College Varsity Men’s Chorus 
and the Women’s Chorale will per-
form their Homecoming Concert 
on Tuesday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Maranatha Hall at Northwestern 
College. Both groups will spend 
several days touring across Min-
nesota before their Homecoming 
Concert.

For more information on the 
concert, visit www.nwc.edu/web/
music/tours or call (651) 631-2080. 
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

THRU MAY 25
“Mahalia,” gospel musical, based on the 
life of Mahalia Jackson. Old Log Theater, 
Excelsior, $22-34 • (952) 474-5951, 
oldlog.com

APR 4 • THURSDAY
“God Loves You” Turning Point rally with 
Dr. David Jeremiah, 7pm, Target Center, 
Minneapolis. Free tickets at davidjeremiah.
org/rallies

APR 5-6 • FRI-SAT
Bridging the Gap: Free to Fly Women’s 
Conference, with Lysa TerKeurst & Pam 
Tebow. Emmanuel Christian Center, Min-
neapolis • itickets.com

APR 4-7 • THU-SUN
All Things New Women’s Event/Retreat. 
Timber Bay, Onamia • (763) 370-0517, 
atnalive.com

APR 5-6 • FRI-SAT
‘Sold Out,’ The Not For Sale World 
Academy Tour. Fri 9am-Sat 5pm, Bethany 
College of Missions, Bloomington, $25 
• bcom.org/events/sold-out

Flood the Five. Fri 3:45-9pm; Sat 8:45am-
3pm, Hillside Church, 4300 W 98th St., 
Bloomington • (952) 472-5107

APR 6 • SATURDAY
Painting/Drawing Small Group Fellowship, 
“Ar t Klatch.” 10am-1:30pm, Hopkins 
Library Meeting Room, 22 11th Ave. N, Hop-
kins • greatcommissionartists@gmail.com

Chili Cook Off, with a special guest from 
Survivor. 5-8pm, River bend Mission 
Team, 5509 Babcock trail, Inver Grove 
Heights • (651) 468-9884

M.O.M.S. 11th Annual benefi t Concert & 
Silent Auction Fundraiser. 5:30pm, Faith 
Covenant Church, 12921 Nicollet Ave. S, 
Burnsville, $10-12 • (952) 890-5072, 
momsprogram.org

  Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 7pm, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 1917 Logan Ave. S, Minneapolis. 
To benefi t Pathways Health Crisis Resource 
Center • caritasvocalensemble.org

APR 6-7 • SAT-SUN
‘All Things New,’ an Easter Musical. Sat 
1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 3pm, North Heights 
Lutheran Church, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden 
Hills, $12-38 • nhlc.org

APR 7 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with 
Tommy & the Liebermen. 6pm, Hope 
Christian Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., 
Shoreview, $5-7 • (651) 486-6202, 
hopemn.com/concert.htm

Annual Ladies’ Salad Supper. 6pm, Ante-
lope Hills Christian Church, 2075 280th 
Ave., Canby, free • (507) 223-5626

APR 8 • MONDAY
‘Out of the Shadows,’ 10-week series, 
a Hiding Hur ting Healing program. 
6:30-8:30pm, Riverdale Assembly of 
God Church, 3210 Bunker Lake Blvd., 
Andover, free • (763) 245-3015

APR 9 • TUESDAY
Poetry & Preaching, with Susan Debo-
rah King. 9am-3pm, United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities, 3000 5th 
St. NW, New Brighton, $20-55 • (651) 
255-6138, unitedseminary.edu

Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“Intentional Discipleship-Defi nition and 
Distinctions.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

APR 10 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

APR 11 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “Solving Small Group Problems”. 
11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training In-
stitute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis 
• 1-800-507-9516

APR 12 • FRIDAY
Gaither Vocal Band, with Bill Gaither, 
Michael English, Mark Lowry, Wes 
Hampton, David Phelps. 8pm, Orpheum 
Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
• 1-800-982-2787

The Great Date Night, with Daren 
Streblow. Messiah United Methodist 
Church, Plymouth, $10 • greatdatenight.
eventbright.com

APR 12-13 • FRI-SAT
The Prayer Ride Conference, with 
Stormie Omartian, Mark Patrick & Linda 
Evans Shepherd. Fri 1-8:30pm & Sat 
9am-3:30pm, Maranatha Assembly of 
God, 24799 Forest Blvd., Forest lake • 
realchurch.org

APR 13 • SATURDAY
MN Christian Writers Guild Spring 2012 
Seminar, with Jeanette Windle. 8:30am-
4:30pm, Maple Grove Evangelical Free 
Church, 8585 Rice Lake Rd., Maple 
Grove, $40-85 • (952) 807-7795

Alpha Holy Spirit Retreat. 8:30am-
4:30pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 
Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 
231-2961, calvary.org

PowerHouse Ministries Celebrating & 
Ending 18 years of Outreach. 9:30am, 

McRae Community Center, 906 E 47th 
St., Minneapolis • (612) 618-7955

Minnesota 50+ Luncheon/Concer t 
with The Faithful Men. 12pm, Cedar 
Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington Ave., 
Bloomington, $20 • (763) 533-2278, 
(952) 431-1949

2013 Spring Benefi t Dinner, with George 
Weigel. Trinity School, River Ridge • tsrr.org

The Twin Cities Master’s Chorale, in con-
cert. First Evangelical Free Church, Maple-
wood, free • twincitiesmasterschorale.org

Southern Gospel Trio, Declaration, 
in concert. 6pm,The Salvation Army, 
2080 Woodlynn Ave., St. Paul • (651) 
779-9177

Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 7pm, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 4842 Nicollet Ave., Minneapo-
lis. To benefi t Trust, Inc. Parish Nurse 
Program • caritasvocalensemble.org

APR 14 • SUNDAY
Caritas Vocal Ensemble concert, “Give 
Good Gifts.” 3pm, Shepherd of the 
Valley Lutheran Church, 12650 Johnny 
Cake Ridge Rd., Apple Valley. To benefi t 
Southside Family Nurturing Center • 
caritasvocalensemble.org

The Twin Cities Master’s Chorale, in con-
cert. Redeemer Covenant Church, Brooklyn 
Park, free • twincitiesmasterschorale.org

Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari 
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Target 
Center, 600 1st Ave. N, Minneapolis • 
christomlin.com

APR 15 • MONDAY
Healing & Prayer Service. 6:30pm, 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 231-
2983, calvary.org

APR 16 • TUESDAY
“Is The Bible Reliable?” with Dr. Paul 
Maier. 7:30pm, Northwestern College, 
Totino Fine Arts, 3003 N Snelling, Ros-
eville • tccsa.tc

APR 17 • WEDNESDAY
  Introduction to the 2013-2014 Commu-
nity Bible Studies. 9:15-11:15am, Plym-
outh Covenant Church, 4300 Vicksburg 
Lane, Plymouth, free • (763) 551-1156

Author Tracie Peterson, signing and dis-
cussion. 7pm, Barnes and Noble, HarMar 
Mall, Roseville • traciepeterson.com

APR 18 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Website Train-
ing: The “No” guy. 8am, Hope Church, 
Richfi eld Campus • macfm.org

APR 18-21 • THU-SUN
2013 Leadership Development Confer-
ence, “Marketplace Ambassadors,” with 
Ken Eldred, Doug Spada & Lee Truax. 
Crowne Plaza Northstar, Minneapolis. 
Hosted by CBMC • northland.cbmc.
com/home.aspx

APR 19 • FRIDAY
‘Road for Refugees,’ with Daren Streblow. 
7:30pm, Calvary Church, White Bear 
Lake. Hosted by Refugee Life Ministries 
• worldreliefmn.org

APR 19-20 • FRI-SAT 
Arise! Women’s Conference, “Living the 
Upgraded Life,” with Graham Cooke. 
North Heights Lutheran, 1700 Hwy 96 
W, Arden Hills, $45+ • (651) 490-1517 
x13, lutheranrenewal.org

MÂCHÉ Conference & Curriculum Fair, 
with Dr. Henry Morris & Dr. John Morris. 
Rochester’s Mayo Civic Center, Roches-
ter • mache.org

APR 20 • SATURDAY
Covenant D’ Vine. 11am-2pm, Hilton 
Garden Inn, 6350 Vinewood Ave., Maple 
Grove, free. Hosted by Women Encourag-
ing Each Other • (763) 238-7743

“Light in the Darkness” Art Fellowship, 
focus: pr ison ministr y. 2-4pm, 
1815 Park Ave., Minneapolis • 
greatcommissionartists@gmail.com

APR 6 • SATURDAY (cont.)

APR 9 • TUESDAY (cont.) APR 13 • SATURDAY (cont.)

A Multi-Cultural church
Reaching All People, of All Nations

NEW CHURCH
Welcomes You With Open Arms

Looking for Gospel musicians, singers, administrative workers.

1 hour worship each Sunday

Singing and Teaching the Word of God

Grace Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday services 1:00 p.m.

Meeting at the Maple Grove Community Center

763-445-2726
Dr. H.J. McClendon, Pastor

Do you need to know how to be successful?

Do you want to be delivered from depression?

Listen and apply the Teachings to your life.

Call about our South Minneapolis location starting in April
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Saturday, April 13, 6:00 p.m.
The Salvation Army

2080 Woodlynn Ave., Maplewood

Freewill Offering

For information, call (651) 779-9177

Declaration is a music ministry committed to spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
songs, Scripture, and testimony for the propogation of the Gospel and edifi cation of the Church.

As seen on tour with the award-winning Booth Brothers

APR 21 • SUNDAY
Global Worship Concert, Dan & Sandy Adler. 
4pm, St. Paul’s Church, 1901 Portland Ave. 
S, Minneapolis • (651) 442-2856

APR 22 • MONDAY
Celebration of Hope, with Julie Nelson 
& Mike Williams. 6:30pm, DoubleTree 
by Hilton, Bloomington. Hosted by The 
Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities • (612) 
789-7561, ugmtc.org

APR 24 • WEDNESDAY
Introduction to the 2013-2014 Commu-
nity Bible Studies. 9:15-11:15am, Plym-
outh Covenant Church, 4300 Vicksburg 
Lane, Plymouth, free • (763) 551-1156

APR 25-28 • THU-SUN
Lamplighters Men’s Wilderness Adventure 
• lamplightersusa.org, 1-800-507-9516

APR 26 • FRIDAY
Pure Joy, with Dr. Nancy Heche, a cel-
ebration of freedom from homosexual-
ity. 7pm, Northbrook Alliance Church, 
6240 Aldrich Ave. N, Brooklyn Center. 
Presented by Outpost Ministries • (763) 
592-4700

Sounds of Praise Concert, celebrating the 
Disability Ministry of Joni & Friends, with 
Mary Beth Carlson, Ben Utecht & more. 
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, 
free • (952) 933-7777, joniandfriends.
org/Minneapolis

APR 26-27 • FRI-SAT
Twin Cities Quartet Convention, with 
Chancellors Quartet, Harbingers Quar-
tet, Sweetwater Revival & more. Fri 
6-10:30pm & Sat 11am-7pm, Discover 
Church, 14300 W. Burnsville Pkwy., 
Burnsville, $18-30 • (612) 961-5992

APR 27 • SATURDAY
Here’s Life Inner City ‘s Fellowship Din-
ner, with Fernando Ortega. 6pm, Hilton 
Hotel Minneapolis • hlictwincities.org

APR 28 • SUNDAY
Prayer Group, with Apostle Julie Hartigan. 
2pm, MN Miracles Ministry, 11106 Sun-
set Trail, Plymouth • (763) 742-7687

APR 30 • TUESDAY
Homecoming Concert with The North-
western College Varsity Men’s Chorus & 
Women’s Chorale. 7:30pm, Maranatha 
Hall, Northwestern College, St. Paul • 
(651) 631-2080

MAY 1 • WEDNESDAY
Minnesota Family Council & Institute’s 
30th Anniversary Dinner, with Ravi 
Zacharias. 7pm, DoubleTree by Hilton, 
Bloomington • mfc.org

MAY 2 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer, breakfast, prayer 
& praise, with Megan Doyle. 6-8am, 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie, $10 • (952) 
224-3000, atgrace.com

16th Annual West Metro National Day of 
Prayer Breakfast. 6-8am, Grand Ballroom 
of the Medina Entertainment Center, 500 
Hwy 55, Medina, $16-20 • (763) 473-3730

The 62nd National Day of Prayer. 11:30am, 
The State Capital, Minneapolis • (952) 
890-6749, nationaldayofprayer.org

Unite, National Day of Prayer event, with 
Matthew West, Nick Hall & The United 
Twin Cities Worship Band. 7-9pm, Univer-
sity of MN Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis • 
unitendop.com

MAY 3-4 • FRI-SAT
Breaking Free’s ‘Demand Change Proj-
ect,’ 2-day anti human traffi cking event. 
Crown Plaza St. Paul Riverfront Hotel, 11 
Kellogg Blvd. E, St. Paul • breakingfree.
net/dcp

MAY 4 • SATURDAY
Victory Benefi t Concert, ‘Demand Change 
Project,’ with Tiffany Carter, Dawna John-
son, & Tru Serva. 6pm, Crown Plaza St. 
Paul Riverfront Hotel, 11 Kellogg Blvd. E, 
St. Paul • breakingfree.net/dcp

MAY 5 • SUNDAY
Theater for the Thirsty, presenting The 
Psalm King, with Jeremiah & Vanessa 
Gamble. 6:30-8pm, Elmwood Evangelical 
Free Church, 3615 Chelmsford Rd., St. 
Anthony • (612) 788-9408

MAY 7 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“The Intentional Discipleship Training 
& Development.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAY 7-10 • TUE-FRI
The 4/14 Movement’s North American 
Summit, with Dr. Scott Turansky, John 
Robb & more. Grace Church, Eden Prairie 
• 4to14summit.com

MAY 8 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

MAY 9 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “The Leader as Trainer”. 
11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minne-
apolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAY 10 • FRIDAY
Birth Mother Dinner for New Life Family 
Services, with keynote speaker Michelle 
Thooft. 6-8:30pm, Calvary Roseville, 
2120 Lexington Ave. N, Roseville • nlfs.
org, (612) 746-5672

MAY 10-11 • FRI-SAT
C.S  . Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters. Fri 
8pm; Sat 4pm & 8pm, Pantages Theatre, 
710 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, $39-59 
• (612) 339-7007, screwtapeonstage.
com

“Daniel Undefi led.” Fri 7pm & Sat 2pm & 
7pm, Eden Prairie High School Perform-
ing Arts Center, 17185 Valley View Rd., 
Eden Prairie, $15 • (952) 356-4481

MAY 16 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Interviewing 
& Hiring. Eagle Brook, Blaine Campus• 
macfm.org

MAY 17 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social, with Mary Kline. 6:30pm, 
Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka 
• (612) 866-8970

MAY 18 • SATURDAY
Goliath Challenge, off road 5k race. 
Badlands Snopark, Hudson, WI. Hosted 
by Trinity Lutheran Church • (715) 
381-1414

Ladies Spring SpaTacular. 10am-4pm, 
Living Word Christian Center, 9201 75th 
Ave. N, Brooklyn Park, $15-20 • (763) 
315-7170



16 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • April 2013 www.christianexaminer.com

 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and de-
velop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good 
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long 
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Nurse Manager 
Nurse Manager Experienced RN needed to provide oversight of all program 
clients’ medical nursing care, supervise two staff nurses, develop & maintain 
nursing policies, as well as train & teach staff of prevention measures & medi-
cation administration. Previous health teaching experience is required, along 
with computer proficiency, and excellent oral & written skills. Minimum of 5 
years nursing experience required. FT, salaried (offering mid $60’s range) + 
benefits; Email resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults strug-
gling with drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term 
programs that allow us to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum 
of addiction issues.

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

 AUTOMOBILE
We buy all used car. Be/safe – No risk for you. Call 
KenRay (651) 398-7388.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
International Company expanding and is seek-
ing leaders for local marketing teams. On Going 
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training. 
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

Help launch new medical breakthrough. Featured 
in success from Home Magazine! Details: (760) 
593-7739.

Make full time $ in spare time. Colossians 3:23. 
Only the best to read further. Toughest sales project 
in the world and the most rewarding. Top 100 pres-
tigious global organization with 7 year track record. 
What do you bring to the table? Bravado, people 
skills, experience, great reputation, fun persona and 
work ethic all are pluses. We train and build with 
integrity. Invest in you approx. $965. Not a get rich 
quick, but possible to shave 10 to 15 years off your 
retirement date. Email DougJackson247@gmail.
com your one page bio, experience and 3 references. 
Financial security awaits the one who produces!

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FACILITY RENTALS
Getting hitched? Lake Barn Chapel. Pick your 
party! Pick your package! Perfect venue for wed-
dings, anniversaries, reunions and retreats. Barn, 
large cabin, lakeshore and lawns. No drinking. 47 
miles west of Minneapolis. Tel. (612) 483-7616, 
lakebarnchapel@yahoo.com

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

FOR SALE-FURNITURE
New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must 
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

HELP WANTED
Life-saving ministry opportunity. Employment and 
Volunteer Medical Positions RDMS Sonographer or 
RN willing to be trained to perform limited obstetrical 
ultrasounds for women in unplanned pregnancies. 
Part-time/full-time availability in Robbinsdale area. 
Call Peggy at (763) 531-9554 X11.

Now Hiring - Assistant Worship Director, 10 hours 
per week. Must play keyboards and be able to sing 
well. Duties include: Attending Worship practice, 
playing for 3 services. Assist the worship director 
as needed including some administration. Those in-
terested please call Brandon Backstrom (763) 691-
5371 or email resume to brandonbackstrom44@
gmail.com. This position is located in Blaine MN 
www.kingswoodchurch.org.

  HOUSING NEEDED
Medical missionary seeking private quarters in a 
home to rent. Mary (651) 492-8215

  LIVE-IN CARE
Mature Christian woman for part-time aide. Assist 
female quadriplegic with daily cares and Christian 
ministry. Driver’s license. No experience neces-
sary – will train. Flexible hours. Could work into 
live-in position. Nice neighborhood. St. Paul. Jean  
(651) 690-0645.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                              Crystal, Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, drugs, pets. $450 + 
deposit, all utilities included. Available 5/1/13. Call 
(763) 370-7168, gary-two@hotmail.com.

May 1: Responsible Christian Male to rent room 
in newly remodeled 3 bedroom home. South Min-
neapolis. Use of adjoining bathroom and kitchen 
facilities, garage included, all utilities paid. No 
smoking, no drugs, no pets. References needed. 
$450 per month, with damage deposit. Call Kurt 
(612) 961-0089 or email (with phone #) Kurts-
photos@aol.com.

Share rental – Edina. Charming Tudor Duplex, 
1 block to 50th/France downtown. Professional 
Christian woman looking for short term or long term 
renter. (612) 709-4003. $625 plus shared utilities.

Mature Christian female to rent large upstairs 
bedroom in private home. Share kitchen, bath, 
W/D with same. $450/month, incl. utilities. Near 
bus, shops, lake. (952) 270-1293.

SERVICES 
      Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

    Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year 
experience. AL (651) 408-2480.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

  The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Conference to focus on 
reaching children

EDEN PRAIRIE — The 4/14 
Movement’s North American Sum-
mit will be held May 7 – 10 at Grace 
Church in Eden Prairie. The con-
ference aims to help churches and 
individuals reach and equip kids 
four to 14 years of age and thus 
transform the world. Organizers 
believe the 4/14 window should be 
“your church’s #1 priority.”

Speakers include Dr. Scott 
Turansky, co-author of 10 books 
on parenting and co-founder of the 
National Center for Biblical Par-
enting and Biblical Parenting Uni-
versity; John Robb, chairman for 
the International Prayer Council 
and International Prayer Connect; 
and Julie Wright, director of Chil-

dren’s Outreach and Evangelism at 
Grace Church in Eden Prairie.

For more information on 
the event and to register, visit 
www.4to14summit.com. 

Chorale to hold four 
concerts in April

TWIN CITIES — The Twin Cit-
ies Master’s Chorale will hold four 
concerts during April. The group, 
which has performed around the 
Twin Cities for more than 20 years, 
has some 50 singers and performs 
sacred choral music.

It will perform at First Evangeli-
cal Free Church in Maplewood on 
Saturday, April 13 and at Redeemer 
Covenant Church in Brooklyn Park 
on Sunday, April 14.

The concerts are free, but a free 

will offering will be taken.
For more information on the group 

and for complete concert details, visit 
www.twincitiesmasterschorale.org. 

George Weigel to speak 
at Trinity School

EAGAN — Theologian George 
Weigel will be the keynote speaker 
at the 2013 Spring Benefi t Dinner 
for Trinity School at River Ridge. 
The event is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 13.

Weigel is a former president and 
distinguished senior fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center, a 
participant in the “Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together” initiative and 
the author of several books.

For more information or for res-
ervations, visit www.tsrr.org.
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Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Jamesville, WI

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath

We are small but ready to grow

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

612.643.0909
www.keechmedia.com

952-432-7770

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation Accounting

Serving the community since 1983WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Want to live the 
‘Upgraded Life?’

ARDEN HILLS — The Arise! 
Women’s Conference will feature 
Graham Cooke on April 19 – 20 at 
North Heights Lutheran Church 
in Arden Hills. The event will 
also feature Londa Lundstrom 
Ramsey, Linda Morken and Denise 
Siemens.

Organizers said: “How does it 
‘look’ to live an Upgraded Life 
when it feels like everything is fall-
ing apart? Discover the favor that is 
waiting for you to live a life that is 
exceptional, extraordinary and re-
markable, despite the diffi cult cir-
cumstances we all encounter.”

Early-bird registration (before 
April 8) is $45. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.lutheranrenewal.org 
or call (651) 490-1517 ext. 13.

Fellowship Dinner 
will feature Fernando 
Ortega

MINNEAP-
OLIS — Here’s 
Life Inner City 
(HLIC) will 
host its Fellow-
ship Dinner on 
Saturday, April 
27 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Hilton 
Hotel Minneapolis. HLIC helps 
mobilize churches to help the poor.

The dinner will feature Christian 
artist Fernando Ortega.

Reservations are required.
For more information or to host 

a table, email hlic.twincities@cru.
org or visit www.hlictwincities.org.   

CBMC announces 
leadership development 
conference

MINNEAPOLIS — CBMC will 
host its 2013 Leadership Develop-
ment Conference titled “Market-
place Ambassadors” April 18 – 21 
in Minneapolis at the Crowne Plaza 
Northstar. The event is designed 
for leaders and potential leaders.

Speakers include Ken Eldred, 
who is a business leader and author 
of the book “The Integrated Life”; 
Doug Spada, who is the CEO of 
Worklife and author of “Monday 
Morning Atheist”; and Lee Truax, 

president of CBMC, Inc.
For more information on the 

conference and to register, visit 
http://northland.cbmc.com/
home.aspx. 

Anti-human traffi cking 
event planned for May

MINNEAPOLIS — Breaking 
Free, in collaboration with the Min-
nesota Men’s Action Network, is 
sponsoring the Demand Change 
Project May 3 – 4. The event in-
cludes seminars, workshops, panel 
discussions, a healing walk/rally 
and a benefi t concert featuring hip 
hop artist Tru-Serva.

Speakers include John Choi, 
Ramsey County Attorney; Lee 
Roper-Batker, president and CEO 
of The Women’s Foundation of 
MN; Kristy Childs, founder and di-
rector of Veronica’s Voice; Vednita 
Carter, founder and executive di-
rector of Breaking Free; and many 
others.

For more information about the 
event, visit www.breakingfree.net/
dcp.

Gaither Vocal Band to 
play Orpheum Theatre

MINNEAPOLIS — Grammy-
winning quintet The Gaither Vocal 
Band will perform at the Orpheum 
Theatre in Minneapolis on Friday, 
April 12 at 8:00 p.m. The group is 
touring as a result of its latest CD, 
“Pure and Simple,” which was re-
leased last fall. The group includes 
Bill Gaither, Wes Hampton, David 
Phelps, Michael English and Mark 
Lowry. 

The group was founded in 1981 
by Gaither and has since recorded 
numerous CDs and toured the 
country. 

Ticket prices range from $33.50 
to $73.50.

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.hen-
nepintheatretrust.org or call (800) 
982-2787. Tickets may also be pur-
chased in person at the State The-
atre Box Offi ce at 805 Hennepin 
Avenue in Minneapolis.

Award-winning Christian 
author to make stop in 
Twin Cities

ROSEVILLE — Author Tracie 

Peterson will be at the Barnes and 
Noble store at HarMar Mall in Ros-
eville on Wednesday, April 17 at 
7:00 p.m. for book discussion and 
signing. 

Peterson has written nearly 100 
novels in the historical and contem-
porary genres and was the recipient 
of the 2011 American Christian 
Fiction Writers (ACFW) Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Her latest book is titled “The 
Icecutter’s Daughter.”

For more information about Pe-
terson, visit www.traciepeterson.
com.

Ravi Zacharias to 
be featured guest at 
group’s anniversary 
event

BLOOMINGTON — Christian 
speaker, apologist and author Ravi 
Zacharias will be the special guest 
at the Minnesota Family Council 
and Institute’s 30th Anniversary Din-
ner. The event 
will be held on 
We d n e s d a y, 
May 1 at the 
D o u b l e Tr e e 
by Hilton in 
Bloomington 
and will begin 
at 7:00 p.m.

Kalley Yanta 
will serve as the evening’s MC.

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.mfc.org. 

‘Sounds of Praise’ 
event to raise money for 
disability ministry

BLOOMINGTON — On Friday, 
April 26 at 7:30 p.m., local pianist 
Mary Beth Carlson and other musi-
cians will put on Sounds of Praise 
2013 in an effort to support the 
ministry of Joni and Friends Min-
neapolis. The concert has become 
an annual event, attracting several 
well-known Christian artists.

This year, the lineup includes 
gospel performer Tonia Hughes, 
former NFL player and recording 
artist Ben Utecht and folk singer 
and storyteller Jack Pearson.

The concert is free and will be 
held at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church in Bloomington.

For more information, visit www.
joniandfriends.org/minneapolis. 

Group presents ‘Roar 
for Refugees’ event

WHITE BEAR LAKE — Refugee Life 
Ministries (RLM) is hosting the event 
“Road for Refugees” on Friday, April 
19 at 7:30 p.m. at Calvary Church in 
White Bear Lake. Comedian and radio 
show host Daren Streblow will be the 

featured guest.
 RLM is a ministry of Transform Min-

nesota that works with churches to help 
welcome and resettle refugee families. 
They have been active since 2000.

For more information on the 
event, visit www.worldreliefmn.
org/2013/02/refugee-life-minis-
tries-presents-roar-for-refugees.

DONATE YOUR CAR
By donating your car, in any condition, you can make a difference…

Free towing. Same day pickup.
Call for more info: 612-296-5242

Cars for Compassion

— TAX DEDUCTIBLE —
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Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

www.olivetreeviews.org

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is 
headed because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth 
of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

By Lori Arnold

LOS ANGELES — It’s one thing 
to teach about Los Angeles litera-
ture and culture, it’s another to 
live it. So Larry Smith, an adjunct 
professor at Biola University, and 
his wife, Nikki, sold their High-
land Park home, packed up their 
belongings and moved into Hol-
lenbeck House, an 1888 farmhouse 
smack dab in the middle of crime-
ridden Boyle Heights, just blocks 
from downtown L.A.

Each year, they bring along 10 
students and grads for the jour-
ney as they put feet to the gospel 
through urban ministry. The stu-
dents, selected through an exten-
sive application process, live at the 
Hollenbeck House—named for 
the Boyle Heights neighborhood 
where the home is located—for 10 
months while they either complete 
their studies or begin the transition 
into careers. Those who are still in 
school have a 25-minute commute 
to La Mirada, where Biola is based.

“Every year, it kind of grows and 
it morphs,” Smith, who teaches 
full-time at an alternative high 
school, said. “It’s become kind of 
an intentional community, which 
has specifi c, broad goals, but also 
we look at it really as an opportunity 
for each individual person to sort of 
have a year to map out where they 
feel the Lord wants to take them.

“We give them plenty of opportu-
nities for urban ministry, working 
within the community without any 
fi nancial pressures, so they can 
sort of see where maybe God has 
them and by the time they move 
out at the end of this ‘gap’ year 
they have some direction and they 
haven’t just ‘cul-de-sacked’ back to 
La Mirada.”

Operated independently of 
Biola, the students pay $500 a 
semester to cover the utilities 
and are expected to contribute 
to the house’s upkeep as well as 
doing outreach. Each Saturday 
they take fi eld trips to different 
iconic spots to learn more about 
Los Angeles, and on Wednesday 
nights they break bread together 
at local eateries.

“They go to different ones in 
Boyle Heights and introduce them-

selves and put money back into the 
community and are part of where 
we are,” Smith said.

When the Smiths purchased 
the two-story home in 2010, they 
renovated the 2,500-square-foot 
interior, combining the living 
room and the parlor into sleeping 
quarters to house up to six women 
using bunk beds. The garage was 
converted to accommodate four 
men. The Smiths live on the sec-
ond fl oor, where they have a small 
kitchen.

Determined that the students 
get a realistic understanding of 
the neighborhood, the South Soto 
Street house lacks most of the mod-
ern conveniences of a middle-class 
home: no central air or heat, no 
dishwasher or garbage disposal. 
The washer and dryer are located 
outside of the house. An old-
fashioned gas wall heater warms 
the home. There is no driveway, 
so the young tenants sometimes 
have to walk several blocks to fi nd 
a parking spot.

“We don’t want the kids to live at a 
higher level than their neighbors,” 
Smith said. “It’s a chance to make 
sure they are there for the right 
reasons, and it’s not just to make 
them comfortable.”

Intentional living
In addition to household chores, 

the students volunteer at various lo-
cal organizations, including the Boys 
and Girls Club, Homeboy Industries, 
Union Rescue Mission and Roosevelt 
High School.

Every aspect of life at the house 
is centered around creating an 
intentional community. The loca-
tion, on a busy street a block or so 
from a Metro station, was chosen 
so the students could interact with 
pedestrians. Fruit trees, planted in 
the backyard, are used to hand out 
to passers-by. The Smiths installed 
an in-ground swimming pool, the 
home’s only splurge, to host neigh-
borhood pool parties.

On Sunday nights they host a 
gathering in the backyard.

“It’s kind of a cool picture of the 
Kingdom of God, where it’s a small 
meeting but a lot of people from 
a lot of different walks of life join 
us at this intersection,” said house-

Street-level Life
College students live out the gospel through ‘community’ home in LA gang area

Student residents of Hollenbeck House visit on the front porch where they like 
to interact with neighbors and passers-by. From left are Justin Rood, Cameron 
Gardiner, Lauren Wilk and Austin Ranson. 

mate Chase Andre, who graduated 
in December. “So a lot of the rela-
tionship building doesn’t just hap-
pen while we are tutoring and at 
our regiment, but also in having 
sort of an open-door policy with 
some of our neighbors and having 
them come be with us, and spend 
time with us and for us to invest in 
them and for them to invest in us 
too, and for us to learn from them.”

Andre said he was eager to move 
into the house to experience a dif-
ferent lifestyle than his childhood 
in the suburbs of Orange County.

“I didn’t know my neighbors all 
too well and felt detached from the 
community abroad, but I see a dif-
ferent sense of community in both 
the gospels and the early church, 
and I wanted to live my life out that 
way,” the communications major 
said.

As part of his service to the com-
munity, Andre tutors at a magnet 
school that is part of Roosevelt 
High School.

Others fi rst
Although communal living is a 

traditional aspect of college, from 
fraternities to dorm living and off-
campus house sharing, Andre said 
living in an intentional community 
is vastly different.

“We were simply housemates,” he 
said of his former living arrange-

ment. “We were simply there be-
cause we needed a place to sleep. 
We didn’t do life together, we 
didn’t invest in each other.”

The sacrifi ces in living in com-
munity are also much greater than 
doing without a dishwasher or gar-
bage disposal.

“Life is defi nitely more chal-
lenging but much more rewarding 
when living in community,” Andre 
said. “I’ve learned to put others be-
fore myself. Sometimes doing the 
right thing means staying up an 
extra half hour doing dishes rather 
than going to bed when I want to. 
I’ve learned that my choices and ac-
tions have consequences to other 
people, that I don’t exist unto my-
self but in relationship with others.”

Amanda Warner, a journalism 
major who graduated in May, said 
she was eager to live at Hollenbeck 
House after taking a class with Pro-
fessor Smith two years.

“I wanted to live with other Chris-
tians in a community and (be) 
working together for one purpose, 
to minister in Los Angeles,” she 
said. “We all come together and 
we get along really well despite all 
the different personalities. Even 
though we are all so different, we 
get along really well. Everyone is 
encouraging and uplifting.”

In addition to her paid editing 
job, Warner leads a twice-weekly 

Bible study at juvenile hall. She is 
involved with the house prayer min-
istry.

“Living in community you have 
to be outwardly focused,” she said. 
“You learn really quickly how selfi sh 
you are. Living in community helps 
that.”

Back to their roots
Smith said the project has given 

the students an opportunity to get 
back to Biola’s roots. The university 
was founded in 1908 in the down-
town area as the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles.

“Biola is so isolated, and these 
kids—either they or their parents—
are so afraid of anything outside of 
the bubble of La Mirada, La Habra, 
Fullerton, Brea—that little corner 
of California—that the thought of 
coming up to L.A. just for a visit 
intimidates them, much less living 
there,” the professor said, adding 
that several students had to withdraw 
their applications to live at Hollen-
beck after their parents threatened 
to cut them off fi nancially.

“It’s mostly a psychological thing. 
It’s just a different world up here, 
and a lot of kids are just not pre-
pared for that world. They are not 
worse people; that just may not be 
where they are headed.

“It also serves, I guess, a good 
purpose for kids who were won-
dering and then they come in and 
just don’t feel that comfortable in 
a place like Boyle Heights, so now 
they know that God has something 
else for them, and that’s good, too.”

While Smith said they are there 
to help guide the students, the 
couple tries to balance that by giv-
ing them the independence young 
adults need to fi nd their way.

“My wife and I, our tendency is 
to be mentors, but that is not our 
job, and that’s not what the Lord 
has called us to do,” he said. “We 
really keep a distance, even though 
we are living upstairs, to allow them 
to fi gure out what God has for them 
through all of this.

“It’s like the deist house. We just 
sort of wound this thing up and 
tossed it into the solar system and 
now watch it go. The less we can be 
involved, the better it is.”
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Join Bethel Seminary’s 
Dr. John Lillis and 
Dr. Mark Strauss 

for this trip of a lifetime.

‘Footsteps of Paul’ Cruise
Rome | Greece | Turkey

12 Days of Biblical Discovery
October 19-30, 2013

Please contact Mitchell Campbell for information on this trip
619-325-5227   |   mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu

Visit the picturesque islands of 
Sicily and Crete and the ancient 
cities of Athens, Ephesus, 
Pompei and Rome.

An optional 4-day extension 
includes visits to the cities 
of Assisi, Florence, Pisa 
and Venice. Cruise costs: $3298 to $3998 

+$398 airfare from San Diego 
+ travel protection and cruise 
gratuities (paid on the ship).

By Scott Noble

“Tell Me a Story: Finding 
God (and Ourselves) Through 
Narrative,” by Scott McClellan,
Moody Bible Publishers, © 
2013, 140 pages, $13.99

Did you ever have a grandpar-
ent who would tell you stories from 
“back in my day”—stories of hard-
ship, challenge, fun or danger? If 
they were a good storyteller, these 
stories could be riveting and capti-
vating, giving listeners insight into 
another time and a deeper under-
standing of another’s life experi-
ences.

That idea—the power and depth 
of stories—serves as the heart of 
Scott McClellan’s new book “Tell 
Me a Story: Finding God (and Our-
selves) Through Narrative.” Mc-
Clellan is the communications pas-
tor at Irving Bible Church in Texas 
and is active in the fi eld of church 
communications.

McClellan believes that narra-
tive—story—can help us unpack 
life’s realities and thus come to a 
fuller understanding of life’s mean-
ing.

He writes in the book’s preface: 
“This book is my attempt to con-
vince you that seeing everything 
through the lens of story will help 
you make some sense of life and 
faith and yourself.”

Continuing on a paragraph lat-
er, he writes: “Story is who we are, 
where we’ve been, and where we’re 
going. Story is a call to action. Sto-
ry is an invitation into something 
bigger than ourselves. Story is the 
belief that the darkest hour is just 
before dawn. Story is the conviction 
that confl ict does not mean chaos.”

The book’s chapters are orga-
nized by traditional story elements: 
character, objective, confl ict, pur-
pose, etc. and serve as the founda-
tion for McClellan’s thesis. 

By looking at life—and living 
it—with the idea of story in mind, 
McClellan believes we will better 
understand where we are, where 
we have come from and where we 
are going, not to mention getting 
a more complete understanding of 
God. 

The opposite view to McClellan’s 
thesis would be to look at life as a 
series of unconnected activities or 
happenings not joined in any sort 
of way to an overall meta-narrative. 
This would make our lives dis-
jointed, purposeless and devoid of 
meaning.

One of the many positive aspects 
of understanding life through the 
narrative lens is its commonality 
with how many in the general cul-
ture look at life. The age of moder-
nity is over, with its focus on facts, 
theories and certainty. Today, post-
modernism proclaims that those 
things are nice, but what’s really im-
portant is your personal story: how 
you became who you are, why and 
what’s meaningful for you.

Believers can use this idea of nar-
rative to help bridge the cultural 
gap that exists between believers 
and the rest of society. Tell others 
your story, how you came to fi nd 
God, believe in Him and trust Him 
for all your needs. 

Those who subscribe to postmod-
ernism might not give your story 
more credence than anyone else’s, 

but at least your story—your faith 
narrative—gains a hearing.

McClellan writes: “Your story pro-
claims that you are the work of the 
Great Artist. His signature is pres-
ent in the story itself. When we’re 
secure in that truth, we fi nd the 
freedom to tell our story to others 
who are willing to listen.”

McClellan writes with ease, and 
the fl ow of the book is comfortable 
and nearly seamless. He relates per-
sonal struggles—particularly his 
family’s failed adoption—and how 
those struggles can teach us more 
about who God is and that our bro-
ken lives still have a story to tell.

“God actively pursues the healing 
of broken things in order that they 
might realize their stories in His 
story,” he writes. “I say all of this in 
hopes of communicating that some 
strands of undercooked theology 
ignore a reality that story assumes: 
confl ict.”

McClellan uses this idea of con-
fl ict as an underpinning of his own 
personal story. He and his wife 
were in the fi nal stages of adopting 
a child from overseas when they 
were informed it wouldn’t happen. 
The “confl ict” that resulted helped 
shape McClellan’s idea of how this 
incident was only part of his—and 
our—overall story. 

That incident also helped Mc-
Clellan to see how personal stories 
are part of a much broader story. 
McClellan devotes a chapter to the 
community nature of narrative. 
We are all individual stories—per-
sonal narratives of success, failure, 
hardship and happiness—but all of 
our stories fi t somehow into larger 
stories: our families, communities, 
churches, cities, nations and the 
people of God.

“Your life story was never meant 
to stand alone,” McClellan writes. 
“Your story is meant to be enjoined 
with other life stories in the telling 
of God’s story. I’ve told you several 
times you’re called to be a witness, 
but perhaps that’s too singular. We 
are called to be witnesses.” 

“Tell Me a Story” gives readers 
a deeper understanding into how 
our lives have meaning and how 
the “uniqueness” of each of them 
fi ts into larger narratives. God’s 
creation, redemption and restora-
tion are a story, the greatest story 
ever told. McClellan urges readers 
to adopt that same narrative para-
digm. 

Tell me a story?
Author promotes idea of narrative to 
help us better understand life—and God

“Tell Me a Story” can be pur-
chased at LifeWay Christian Stores 
or online.
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This National Day of Prayer reminder is generously sponsored by these businesses and organizations:

www.waldheimresort.com (763) 754-182 www.haag-law.com www.mmmgroup.org

West Metro National Day of Prayer Breakfast

6-8am | Medina Entertainment Center
Info: (763) 473-3730, cskjegstad@calvary.org

Haag Law Offi ces, P.A.

www.salvationarmynorth.org www.wooddale.org www.lifeway.com www.washburn-mcreavy.com

www.lundeenford.com www.seekthetruthcounseling.com www.christianexaminer.com www.wrighttire.com

on Beautiful Big Pine Lakes

Minnesota 
Miracles 
Ministry

UNITE: National Day of Prayer
7-9pm | Univ. of Minnesota Mariucci Arena

www.unitendop.com

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2013

Annual Observance of National Day of Prayer

11:30am | State Capitol
Info: nationaldayofprayer.org/events


