
Vol. 34, No. 4 April 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

FR
E
E

 page 15

Cal Thomas
Ultrasound, ultra-truth: 
Changing the reality of abortion

Commentary .................... 4-5

Calendar ......................... 8-9

Community Briefs......... 10-13

Professional Service 
Directory ..........................12

Classifieds .......................13 

Book Review .....................14

INDEX

 page 5

Terrance J. Rollerson
The empty 
promises of Easter 

See COMPLAINT, page 6

 page 5

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — Stephanie 
Rockett and her two children had 
departed Chicago, Ill., leaving be-
hind a mentally abusive relation-
ship that involved addiction. Un-
sure of where to go, a friend who 
lived in Minnesota told her about 
the Union Gospel Mission and 
its Naomi Family Residence for 
homeless women and children.

She followed through on her 
friend’s suggestion.

After arriving at the Naomi 
Family Residence, Rockett was 
surprised to fi nd many of her ex-
pectations of shelter living inac-
curate. She was afraid it would be 
unsafe and unclean.

“The rooms were very clean; we 
were provided towels, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, private bathroom 
that we didn’t have to share. We 
just felt safe,” Rockett recalled.

Through her time at Naomi, 
Rockett was able to heal and pro-
vide her children with new oppor-
tunities, and she was also able to 
take classes that helped prepare 
her for the work she does today, 
which is at the same place that of-
fered her hope a dozen years ago.

“That’s why I’m employed here 
today, because I want to give back 
to the Union Gospel Mission and 
Naomi Family Residence,” she 
said.

Same story many times over
Rockett’s story of help, healing 

and recovery is not rare. Since 
1902, the Union Gospel Mission 
has been helping people escape 
from homelessness and provid-
ing them with food, shelter and 
clothing—or as Ken Peterson, ex-
ecutive director of the Union Gos-
pel Mission, said, those who have 
been in the movement a long time 
say, “soup, soap and salvation.”

When the Mission was found-
ed, it was an association of the 

churches of Ramsey County that 
came together to address the is-
sues of homelessness and drunk-
enness in downtown St. Paul. In 
1910, the Mission opened a home 
for unwed mothers, followed by 
many new initiatives and services 
over the years. 

Today, the Union Gospel Mis-
sion is a multi-faceted ministry 
that offers a variety of care-giving 
and life-training programs and 

Mission Central
Downtown Saint Paul ministry 
to celebrate 110 years of serving

A gospel service has been held every night since the Union Gospel Mission 
was founded in 1902.

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — For the past 60 
years, Americans have gathered 
in groups—and as individuals—to 
pray for the nation on the annual 
National Day of Prayer (NDP). This 
year marks the 61st observance of 
the holiday. President Harry Tru-
man signed a joint resolution of 
Congress in 1952 that offi cially es-
tablished the day, and in 1988 Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan selected the 
fi rst Thursday in May as the offi cial 
observance.

This year’s theme for the NDP is 
“One Nation Under God.”

“This emphasizes the need for 
unity in the body of Christ,” said 
Sharon Auldrich, the event’s state 
coordinator. “NDP is a beautiful 
opportunity for people who have a 
heart for prayer to come together 
across this nation with one purpose 
on the same day. We all have similar 
prayer guidelines that help us pray 

National Day of Prayer 
set for Thursday, May 3

Christian Examine staff report

MINNEAPOLIS — In late Febru-
ary, the election watchdog group 
Common Cause Minnesota fi led a 
complaint against Minnesota for 
Marriage (MFM) and the Minneso-
ta Family Council (MFC) “for fail-
ing to disclose campaign donations 
in support of the so-called ‘Mar-
riage Amendment,’” according to 
the group’s blog. 

Specifi cally, the complaint, fi led 
with the Campaign Finance and 
Public Disclosure Board, charges 
MFC with failing to register as a po-
litical fund and thus disclose its do-
nors. The complaint against MFM 
alleges that the group didn’t dis-
close all those who gave over $100.

Minnesota for Marriage calls 
complaint ‘a political stunt’

By Scott Noble

SAINT PAUL — Protesters gath-
ered outside the Warren E. Burger 
Federal Building in downtown St. 
Paul on March 23 to protest the 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
mandate that requires employers to 
offer contraception and sterilization 
services in their health plans.

Religious leaders and the Obama 
administration have been at odds over 
this provision for several months. The 
administration provided a religious 
exemption to this new rule; however, 
many religious leaders and groups 
have said that exemption is too narrow.

According to the federal guide-
lines, an exempt religious employer 
is one that “has the inculcation of re-
ligious values as its purpose; primarily 
employs persons who share its reli-
gious tenets; primarily serves persons 
who share its religious tenets; and is 
a nonprofi t organization under Inter-

Protesters gather to protest HHS mandate
St. Paul event part of Nationwide Rally for Religious Freedom

for the nation, our leaders, our 
families, military, media, business, 
education and church.”

The national organization for 
the annual observance urges par-
ticipants to adopt the acronym for 
PRAY in how they approach the 

The complaint also asks the 
Board to charge John Helmberger, 
the CEO of MFC, “with a gross mis-
demeanor for signing a false report 
and assess civil penalties against” 
both groups.

Helmberger, in a media release 
from Minnesota for Marriage, de-
nied the accusations in the com-
plaints.

“Minnesota for Marriage has 
complied fully with the law and dis-

See RALLY, page 7
PHOTO CREDIT: WENDY NOBLE 

Protesters gathered at the Federal Building in downtown St. Paul to protest the HHS mandate.

See DAY OF PRAYER, page 6

See MISSION, page 2
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The Union Gospel Mission will be 
celebrating its 110th anniversary on 
Monday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton in Bloomington. 
Jearlyn Steele and the Changed 
Lives Choir will provide worship, and 
local meteorologist Paul Douglas will 
emcee the event. The theme for the 
anniversary is taken from Hebrews 
13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever,” the 
power to change is still the same. 
Tickets are free. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ugmtc.org or call 
(651) 789-7561.   

Use voucher in any Barnes & Noble Book 
Store, or enter the voucher number online 
at www.BN.com/bookfairs.

Wilson Instrumental Music Club urges you to:
 Purchase books to donate to your local library, charity 
organization, or hospital. 

 Organize class parents to donate books for your child’s 
teachers. 

 Email your child’s wish list to relatives for summer reading 
or birthday presents. 

 Stock up on your own summer books to take to the beach 
or on vacation.

 Buy graduation gifts, college test preparation books, or 
teenager fi ction.

All other sales and teacher discounts apply! 

Unable to shop at a Barnes & Noble store? 
Visit BN.com/bookfairs to support us online from 
04/28/12 to 05/05/12. Make sure to enter 
Bookfair ID #10702876 at checkout.

Please present this voucher prior to making
your purchase. A percentage of the net sale will
be contributed to your school/organization.
The purchase of gift cards, Barnes & Noble memberships, 
textbooks, magazine subscriptions, video games, pur-
chases made at Cafes owned and operated by Starbucks 
and other items Barnes & Noble may exclude from time 
to time in its sole discretion are not elibible for bookfair 
sales, institutional discounts may not be applied. See 
BN.com/bookfairs for more details and to shop online.

Supporting 
Wilson Instrumental Music 
Club & Your Organization 

April 28th through May 5th
Shop in any Barnes & Noble

Online: www.BN .com/bookfairs
Bookfair ID # 10702876

VOUCHER

Wilson Instrumental Music Club

Saturday, April 28th through Saturday, May 5th

A small percentage of your Barnes 

& Noble purchases will benefi t our 

school-supported organization. We 

thank you in advance for helping us.

My Wish List

1.
2.
3.
4.

opportunities. 
“I often think of the Scrip-

ture that says we are created in 
God’s image and likeness,” Pe-
terson said. “And I like to think 
when people come to the Union 
Gospel Mission—which they’ve 
been doing for 110 years—that 
they get received with the love of 
Christ from our staff, with hope 
that we have for a better life for 
them, shining from our eyes and 
with great, top-notch hospitality 
… just being glad they’re here.”

Those involved in the Union 
Gospel Mission like to say “hope 
begins with a meal,” and that 
meal often indicates the begin-
ning of new life for someone.

It did for Randy Young.
He found himself homeless 

in July 1997 because of what he 
describes as his “chronic alcohol-
ism and because of the choices 
I was making and because of 
the amount I was drinking.” He 
could no longer hold down a job 
and spent several months living 
on the streets of St. Paul, a “farm 
boy” from southern Minnesota.

One night in October of 1997, 
Young missed supper at another 
shelter and heard the Union Gos-
pel Mission was serving supper 
for another 30 minutes.

He took off running, hoping to 
reach the Mission before its sup-
per time closed.

He had no prior information 
about the Union Gospel Mission 
in particular, but he was expect-
ing to be judged and ridiculed.

Instead, “I remember walking 
through those doors at the Beth-
el Hotel and being welcomed by 
some of the staff,” he said. “Just 

MISSION…
Continued from page 1

that feeling of they met me where 
I was at. There was no judgment; 
there was no ridiculing. There 
was a smile and a handshake.”

He felt safe for the fi rst time in 
months.

“What I found I certainly want-
ed more of,” he said. “I started to 
spend more and more time at the 
Mission. On Jan. 6, 1998, I came 
into the Christ Recovery Center. 
I was on step seven [of the recov-
ery process, which says, “Humbly 
ask Him to remove our shortcom-
ings”] when I really felt that rela-
tionship with God … when I start-
ed to receive that love of Christ.”

More than a dozen years later, 
Young too is employed by the Mis-
sion, giving his time, service and 
experience to those who are cur-
rently walking the path he once 
tread.

Variety of programs and services
Just as Rockett and Young were 

provided with numerous pro-
grams to heal and prepare for the 
future, each person who walks 
into the Union Gospel Mission 

today is met with countless op-
portunities to assist them in every 
step of their recovery journey.

The Mission runs an overnight 
shelter for men that houses ap-
proximately 130 each night. Still 
they have to turn away 15 to 20 
men each night because of capac-
ity requirements. Each night, the 
Mission conducts a gospel ser-
vice, something Peterson said has 
been done for 110 years. 

Men also have the opportunity 
to be housed in the Mission’s tran-
sitional housing facility, which 
has 125 rooms. The men can stay 
for up to two years and can take 
part in Bible studies, AA Christ-
centered recovery programs, an-
ger management courses, Crown 
Financial classes, the Genesis Re-
covery program and others.

On the men’s campus, the Mis-
sion also offers a food service, 
which serves 600 to 700 meals 
each day. The largest free dental 
clinic in the state also operates on 
this site, staffed by 30 to 50 vol-
unteer dentists. This year alone, 
Peterson predicts the dental clin-

ic will serve between 4,000 and 
5,000 patients.

Through the Naomi Family 
Residence, women and children 
can fi nd housing and children 
can attend educational programs 
and day care while their mothers 
are taking classes. The Mission 
helps women deal with mental 
health issues, domestic violence 
issues and addiction issues. 

Job training and follow-up pro-
grams are also available for the 
men and women in the programs.

Changed lives
Peterson noted that most people 

who come to the Union Gospel 
Mission have exhausted all other 
avenues of help and support. They 
may have damaged family relation-
ships or no relationships at all, 
used up state assistance and have 
no other church or community 
support to fall back on.  

Yet even amidst this diffi culty, 
Peterson said, “We see a miracle 
happen here every day.”

“When new people come in 
[to the Union Gospel Mission], 
you can see the look in their 
eye of fear, hopelessness, not 
knowing what’s going to happen 
tomorrow, depression, forlorn-
ness,” he said. “After they are 
here a couple of weeks and they 
get loved on by the staff and they 
see that Jesus is real and the gos-

pel is not just a message, but it’s 
a person and it’s embodied in 
God’s people, and they feel real 
love—maybe [for] the fi rst time 
in their life—you see them two 
or three weeks later and their 
eyes are clear. There is a hope 
and a sparkle in their eye. Their 
countenance is lifted, and they 
look like new people.”

The same power that healed 
people 110 years ago is still ac-
tive and available today.

“The power of Christ through 
the Holy Spirit calling people 
into personal repentance and 
accountability through God’s 
love is the greatest strength 
there is on the face of the earth 
to rebuild a person’s life,” Peter-
son said.

The free dental clinic at the Union Gospel Mission is the largest one of its kind 
in the state.

For 110 years, one of the primary aims of the Union Gospel Mission has been to 
feed the hungry.
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For more information about Camp 
OHALOW and contribution opportu-
nities, visit www.peacecorps.gov/
index.cfm?shell=donate.contribute.
projDetail&projdesc=343-303.

Anxiety, Depression, Panic 
Attacks, Chronic Fatigue

Specifi c Brain Based exercises that 
“re-wire” the Brain
Metabolic testing to naturally 
‘balance’ neurotransmitters
Neuro-Cognitive Therapy to break 
non-desirable thought patterns

We live in a world of Cause and Effect
There is a CAUSE of your symptoms and you need to fi nd a doctor 
who will dig until it is discovered
If we treat the CAUSE, the EFFECTS (symptoms) disappear!

FREE GIFT: Visit www.ImmuneBook.com and download a FREE 
copy of Dr. Conners’ latest book: “Help, My Body is Killing Me”

Many people who come to see us 
thought that they couldn’t be helped. 
They had tried just about everything 
else, and they had literally given up 
hope. Brain Based Therapy changed 
that! But truly: we don’t cure anything, 
only God can do that.

The Upper Room wellness center 
Total wellness in a Christian environment
Dr. Kevin Conners, Chiropractor, Chiropractic Neurology
www.upperroomwellness.com
Call us today at 651.739.1248

Compulsive/Additive behaviors are all disorders based in the BRAIN

STOP THE INSANITY!

Brain Based Therapy works without drugs, without medicine, and 
without surgery. Brain Based Therapy simply allows God’s healing, 
restorative powers that are instilled in us to be free to work. It “fl ips” 
the breaker switch back “on”.

Purchase a table of 14 for $224 or a table of 8 for $128. Groups must send checks and names in one envelope.
Tickets WILL NOT be mailed. Receive table assignments the morning of the breakfast. Please arrive a few minutes early.

Worship begins promptly at 5:55 AM.
Please consider an additional $25, $50, $100 or more to support the NDOP and provide scholarships.

Contributions are tax deductible.

61st OBSERVANCE

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

West Metro National Day of Prayer Breakfast

Medina Entertainment Center
(4.5 miles west of I-494 on Hwy 55)

Join prayer warriors from the Twin Cities area for the 15th annual

Pastor David Jeremiah
2012 Honorary Chairman

Keynote Speaker:

Lisa Barry
KTIS Christian Radio

Worship Music:
Dan Adler & Friends

The mission of the National Day of 

Prayer Task Force, chaired by Shirley 

Dobson, is to communicate with 

every individual the need for personal 

repentance and prayer, mobilizing 

the Christian community to intercede 

for America and its leadership in the 

seven centers of power: Government, 

Military, Media, Business, Education, 

Church and Family.

Emcee:
Pastor Carol 
Skjegstad

Visit the website at nationaldayofprayer.org to read the
“2012 Prayer for the Nation” and fi nd other events in the area

Individual Tickets $16 ($20 after April 20th, or at the door)
RESERVATIONS PREFERRED

Send names and checks payable to:
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN 55427

Attn: Pastor Carol Skjegstad, West Metro NDP

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — One week, the 
homework assignment for students 
in Abigail Anderson’s American 
Country Studies 11th grade class in 
Ukraine was a report on particular 
states in the United States.

Anderson explained: “Yarek, a 
tall, slim boy was late to class that 
day and had entered the classroom 
with a brown box. When he was giv-
ing his state report on Delaware, he 
brought pictures of the state fl ower, 
the fl ag [and] the big cities. But 
when he came to the topic of the 
state bird of Delaware, he apolo-
gized and said he didn’t have a pic-
ture for me of the blue hen chick-
en. [He] then proceeded to reach 
inside his box and pulled out a live 
chicken that he had dyed blue.”

Yarek got an A on his assignment.

Desire to work with children
Since she was young, Anderson 

has always had a desire to work 
with children. At Crown College in 
Saint Bonifacius, Minn., she stud-
ied Child and Family Ministry. Yet 
through prayer and studying, she 
still didn’t have a clear picture of 
where God wanted her to serve.

“Part way through college, God 
called me to do a six-month intern-
ship in inner city Pittsburgh, Penn., 
working at a church with at-risk 
kids,” she recalled. “It was such a 
blessing working with a church so 
willing to commit to serving their 
community through after-school 
programs, evening programs and 
weekend kids church programs.”

That experience helped further 
inform her studies and her prayers. 
She now felt God giving her “little 
hints” and “pushing” her toward 
pursuing an international job serv-
ing others.

Peace Corps
After college, Anderson inter-

viewed for several full-time jobs and 
worked numerous part-time jobs; 
however, she was ultimately wait-
ing to hear if her application to the 
Peace Corps had been accepted. 

She got that call in the summer 

Abigail Anderson, in traditional 
Ukrainian dress, believes her 
education at Crown College gave her a 
solid foundation for serving others.

Loving and serving the poor in Jesus’ name
Crown College graduate 
serves at-risk kids in Ukraine

Abigail Anderson with Yarek, one of her students who dyed a chicken blue and 
brought it to class.

discrimination, while seeking to equip 
them with longer-term skills in leader-
ship, project design and management, 
and increased knowledge about living 
healthy lives with HIV.”

Solid foundation
When her current service date ends 

in December of 2012, Anderson hopes 
to stay on for another year, eager to 
continue the work to which God has 
led her.

She credits her education at Crown 
College with laying a solid educational 

stretching experiences of my life,” 
she said. “Every day brings on new 
challenges to overcome. The cul-
ture here is rich with new traditions 
to learn about. I have met amaz-
ing, talented and inspiring people 
here and have an excellent sup-
port group of Ukrainians here who 
make me feel a part of their family. 
Every day is a learning experience 
here, and I know that God provid-
ed this opportunity for a purpose.”

of 2010; she would be serving in 
Ukraine for 27 months.

“This brought so much joy to my 
family and me, knowing that this would 
be a new journey of serving God and 
others in a different capacity that I had 
ever imagined,” she said.

Today she serves as a teacher in a 
local school, which includes teaching 
several lessons each day and conduct-
ing after-school programs. She also 
devotes time to youth development 
work, including after-school programs 
on leadership, team building, healthy 
lifestyles, volunteerism and social 
action.

“We as Christians are called to serve 
others, to love the poor and the orphans 
in Jesus’ name,” Anderson said. “This is 
something that God has given me the 
opportunity to do here every day, and 
it really is a blessing.”

Poverty is a prevalent problem in 
Ukraine, with more than 35 percent of 
the population living below the poverty 
level, according to Anderson. Ukraine 
also has one of the highest rates of HIV 
infection in Europe.

Anderson is also involved with the 
non-governmental youth organization 
Your World, which recently received 
funding to help create community 
awareness of HIV.

“We are conducting 27 youth 
trainings on HIV, doing a fl ash mob, 
holding a town HIV-awareness dance 
competition and holding day camps on 
topics such as human rights, human 
traffi cking, stigma and discrimination, 
and HIV prevention,” she said. “We 
have submitted another grant focus-
ing on strengthening the capacity and 
development of the organization, so I 
am closely working with my organiza-
tion to conduct practical trainings 
in fundraising, public relations and 
strategic planning.”

Another program that helps youth 
with HIV is Overcoming HIV and 
Leading Our World (OHALOW), and 
Anderson has become involved with 
their work as well. 

“Camp OHALOW seeks to better the 
lives of marginalized village and orphan 
children ages 10 to 13,” she said. “This 
is done by providing them with a safe, 
fun camp with time to just be a kid 
away from the pressure of stigma and 

and spiritual foundation.
“Throughout my time at Crown, we 

were encouraged to let God be the 
center of our lives and to be servant 
leaders both on and off of campus,” 
she said. “Our leadership and profes-
sors at school constantly showed this 
through their actions and were great 
role models for us. My professors were 
always ready to spur their students on 
to serving the Lord to the best of their 
ability, including excellence in the 
classroom.”

Each day has its own challenges and 
sacrifi ces, but Anderson believes God 
has given her this opportunity for a 
purpose.

“Living here in a different coun-
try is one of the most growing and 
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My little girl turned 10 years old 
last month. On the morning of her 
birthday, her mom and I wished 
her a happy birthday, only to be in-
formed that she wouldn’t “offi cial-
ly” be 10 until 10:30 a.m., the exact 
time she was born a decade earlier.  

So many thoughts ran through 
my head that day: thankfulness to 
God for blessing us with this won-
derful person, anticipation for how 
God will use her in the future and 
memories of so many fun and hap-
py occasions during the last decade.

The most prevalent and signifi -
cant thought that ran through my 
head, however, was the fl eetingness 
of time. All parents go through this 
phase at some point. You come to 
a point when you can’t help but 
refl ect on the time already passed 
with your child(ren) and look with 
halting anticipation to the time you 
have left with them until they’re 
grown. 

Maybe because my daughter hit 
double digits this year that this 

birthday marked that point for me. 
Regardless of the reason, I began 

to refl ect a bit on what God tells us 
about time.

Psalm 31:15 says, “My times are 
in your hands; deliver me from the 
hands of my enemies, from those 
who pursue me.” 

In that familiar passage, Eccle-
siastes 3 says, “There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens.”

And then we get a warning from 
the apostle Paul about wasting 
time: “Be very careful, then, how 
you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every oppor-
tunity, because the days are evil” 
(Ephesians 5:15-16).

All these references and the hun-
dreds of others lead me to several 
thoughts.

First, each hour and minute we 
have is under the complete discre-
tion of God. As the Creator who 
knit us together as unique indi-
viduals, He oversees our todays and 

tomorrows. It’s diffi cult for us not 
only to understand and digest this 
but to live in such a way that our life 
refl ects it.

How would our lives be different 
if we were able to live in that aban-
don?

Second, our lives are fi lled with 
so much variety. We have days of 
mourning and days of rejoicing 
and days of contentment and days 
of sadness and days of complete ful-
fi llment. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes re-
minds us of this precariousness, but 
he also points us to what we have in 
Christ: new life that will not suffer 
the ups and downs of our current 
fallen condition.

Finally, Paul’s urgent message 
about the evil of time speaks well to 
us some 2,000 years after it was writ-
ten. The Early Church didn’t have 
nearly the distractions and temp-
tations that we have today. Yet his 
instruction carries the same weight 
now as it did then: Don’t waste your 

time on things that are fruitless. In-
vest in the kingdom, invest in oth-
ers, invest in time spent with Him.

I’m not sure when I started doing 
this, but I think my daughter was 
around six months old to a year. 
Every night after I got home from 
work, I would pick her up and walk 

with her around our block. Some-
times we would even go around our 
neighborhood. Those times were 
so precious. Early on, it was just her 
in my arms as we walked up and 
down the streets, me talking to her 
and telling her things about my day.

Now, I don’t do much talking—
and I certainly can’t carry her any-
more. I just try to listen to what’s 
going on in her life. Sometimes 
we play games as we walk, tell each 
other stories or just walk without 
saying much at all. But I hope it’s 
the investment of our time together 
that will please Him and positively 
impact my daughter.

So when I look at how Paul urges 
believers to spend their days, I’m 
think I’m on the right track in this 
one particular manner. The chal-
lenge is to apply that same standard 
to the rest of my life.

How would our lives be different 
if we applied Paul’s—and Scrip-
ture’s—message about time to our 
lives?

Investing our time—because the ‘days are evil’

Letters to the Editor

Sam Helgerson

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

When I was in third grade, I discov-
ered Mozart. When I was in fourth 
grade, I read a biography of Mozart in 
our school library, and shortly thereaf-
ter, I fi gured out that I was already too 
old to be a child prodigy. 

That dawning realization, curi-
ously enough, meant that Mozart 
was not the most interesting charac-
ter in his biography. I couldn’t help 
but sympathize with his dad.

By all accounts, Leopold Mozart 
was, himself, an accomplished mu-
sician and a respected composer. I 
always wondered what it must have 
felt like to be upstaged by his own 
child, not only in the royal courts 
where he played but in history as 
well. Even as a nine-year-old kid, my 
heart went out to him. How does a 
person deal with the process of be-
ing surpassed, and ultimately for-
gotten, even while it is happening?

I call those events “Leopold Mo-
ments,” in honor of Wolfgang’s dad. 

Interestingly, as a leader, I have had 
several Leopold Moments when I real-
ized that I was teaching or mentoring 
someone with far greater skill, far 
greater capacity than I will ever have.

I believe that this is part of my 
calling as a leader, because I have 
seen it happen so many times. God 
brings those amazing, high-capaci-
ty people into my life from time to 

time, and on several occasions it 
has been my role to mentor them 
and attempt to launch them well. I 
think my life-long friendship with 
Mozart’s dad has helped equip me 
for the task.

One of the fi rst things I had to 
realize was that, by the grace of 
God, I had to get my ego out of the 
way. I found that it was awfully hard 
to nurture someone if my primary 
concern was managing people’s 
perception of me. I’ve had to learn 
that part of what God has called me 
to do is to help others shine. This has 
not always been easy, because there 
is always that voice in me saying, 
“Hey! I want to shine too.” I have 
learned, and I am continuing to 
learn what it means to serve.

John the Baptist gives us a model 
of this. When others told him about 
the ministry of Jesus and how “ev-
eryone is going to him” (John 3:26), 
John had the right words to say. He 

showed them that he clearly under-
stood his role: “He must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:30).  
He recognized that it was not about 
him or his glory but about pointing 
the way to Jesus. 

Jesus himself said that those who 
believe in Him will “do the works 
that I do, and greater works than 
these …” (John 14:12 ESV). Pretty 
humbling to think that Jesus left 
some of the most amazing works in 
the kingdom for us.

This is a remarkable picture of our 
responsibility before God. We live in 
a world full of spin doctors, image 
management and “promoting your 
personal brand,” and we all feel the 
pressure to try to get ahead. This 
runs contrary to the Word of God, 
as recorded by the apostle Paul: “Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more signifi cant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also 

to the interests of others” (Philippians 
2:3-4 ESV).

This is not easy, this I know. But 
I also have discovered a surprising 
benefi t: Today, I have the good for-
tune of fi nding myself surrounded 
by remarkable people. I fi nd myself 
marveling in one minute and grate-
ful the next: I get to associate with 
these people!

Somehow, God was working His 
grace in my life even when I was 
just a boy, and one of my most sig-
nifi cant leadership lessons came 
out of the life of an overshadowed 
dad. And that is the reason that I 
will always be grateful for Leopold 
Mozart. 

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

Musings on Mozart’s dad

Capitalism and Christianity
[In regards to Zach Psick’s op-ed 

in the March issue: “Is capitalism 
congruous with Christianity?”] Our 
world has had thousands of years to 
try out different forms of monetary 
policy. It probably started with bar-
ter. They eventually sort themselves 
down to capitalism, socialism and 
communism. 

Which of these do we want? 
Capitalism has enabled us and the 
United States as a whole to be the 
most generous nation in the world. 
We can’t ignore this aspect of our 
current system. 

Dale Gerdin
Via email

I think you’ve let the world de-
fi ne your terms for you. “Capital” 
is nothing more than something 
that allows you [to] accomplish 
some task. A rock is “capital” to the 
person using it to pound a stake or 
chip another rock into the shape of 
the arrow for hunting. All tools are 
“capital” to those using them to ac-
complish something.

The issue in terms of forms of 
government boils down to who is 
allowed to own that capital, as capi-
tal itself exists under every form of 

government. In the sense you’re 
referring to “capitalism,” a term 
coined by Karl Marx as a negative 
reference to free enterprise, it’s re-
ally saying a form of government 
under which “capital” is owned by 
free people who are allowed to use 
their capital to keep the fruits of 
their labors. 

In such a society, government’s 
only legitimate role is to minimize 
the infringement of those individ-
ual freedoms, i.e. police powers, 
to protect one member of society 
from wrongfully taking that which 
belongs to another; judicial func-
tions for settling disputes; and pro-
viding for the common defense 
from outside threats.

Where we in America have gone 
astray is allowing too much con-
trol by government over too many 
aspects of our private lives, which 
erodes the freedoms that make it 
work….

Indeed, I see a consistency in 
the freedom offered us by Christ 
through His gift of salvation, and 
the freedom to pursue my own eco-
nomic well-being through the gift 
of personal freedom and liberty. 
That freedom has done more to ad-
vance the cause of Christ through-

out the world and has provided the 
wealth to deliver charitable goods 
far beyond what any other econom-
ic system has ever been able to ac-
complish. 

Even in economic downturns, 
America continues to outshine 
the rest of the world in charitable 
giving to those less fortunate. Fur-
ther, the majority of the poorest 
in America live far better than the 
poor in much of the rest of the 
world….

I am proud to call myself a capi-
talist Christian, leveraging my free-
dom through Him and the talents 
He has given me to leverage tools 
(my capital) to produce for my fam-
ily, my church and for those less for-
tunate than myself.

Loren Jones
Prior Lake, Minn.

National Day of Prayer
On May 3, thousands of National 

Day of Prayer (NDP) observances 
will be held across the nation. From 
morning sunrise services in the 
Virgin Islands to setting sun eve-
ning concerts of prayer in Hawaii, a 
huge wave of prayer will fl ow across 
this nation. A great variety of events 
mark this day. Small groups of in-

dividuals gather around fl ag poles, 
early morning prayer breakfasts are 
held, and huge state Capitol gath-
erings all honor the fact we have 
the freedom to gather and pray.

This year, 2012, will mark the 
61st annual NDP. It was instituted 
by a unanimous joint resolution 
by the United States Congress and 
signed into law by Harry S. Truman 
in 1952. In 1988, President Ronald 
Reagan and the joint U.S. Congress 
amended the law to designate the 
fi rst Thursday in May as the day for 
the annual national observance. 

This act of Congress is intended 
to allow all people of faith to pray 
to the God of their understanding. 
It allows people of all theological 
and philosophical views to organize 
and participate in activities that are 
consistent with their own beliefs. 
All who wish to pray for this nation 
are encouraged to do so in any way 
deemed appropriate and respect-
able.

As a state coordinator, I have 
volunteered to work with the NDP 
Task Force. They work to prepare 
theme materials and give unifi ed 
direction for those who wish to 
plan events consistent with the Ju-
deo Christian expression of prayer. 

All the NDP task force people who 
work hard to organize events are 
volunteers who pay for the related 
costs out of their own pockets. 

They do this out of love and re-
spect for this country that has a his-
tory of being birthed in prayer. The 
very fi rst act of the First Continen-
tal Congress in 1774 was for all 55 
delegates to kneel in prayer. It last-
ed two hours, and they read Psalm 
35. This prayer time gave them the 
strength and courage to go on and 
make decisions that would set the 
course and process of forming this 
new nation.

Our nation was birthed in prayer, 
and I believe it will continue to be a 
strong nation only if faithful people 
who believe the God of the Bible 
will pray! God still hears and an-
swers prayer.  Please do not assume 
the privilege of having a National 
Day of Prayer will always be here. 
We see privileges and rights being 
taken away at an alarming rate. 
Please look for NDP observances 
in your area and join in, or if there 
are none planned, then please plan 
one.

Sharon Auldrich
Minnesota state coordinator, 

National Day of Prayer
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The empty promises of Easter 
I came across a story told by 

“Dear Abby.” A young man from a 
wealthy family was about to grad-
uate from high school. It was the 
custom in that affl uent neighbor-
hood for the parents to give the 
graduate an automobile. “Bill” 
and his father had spent months 
looking at cars, and the week be-
fore graduation they found the 
perfect car.

On the eve of his graduation, 
his father handed him a gift-
wrapped Bible. Bill was so angry 
that he threw the Bible down and 
stormed out of the house. He and 
his father never saw each other 
again. 

It was the news of his father’s 
death that brought Bill home 
again. As he sat one night going 
through his father’s possessions 
that he was to inherit, he came 
across the Bible his father had 
given him.

He brushed away the dust 
and opened it to fi nd a cashier’s 
check, dated the day of his gradu-
ation in the exact amount of the 
car they had chosen together.

As I thought about this story, 
I couldn’t help but wonder how 
many people in this world have 
done the same thing to God—
literally tossed aside a wonderful 
promise because they didn’t un-
derstand it, or they didn’t believe 
that it was possible.

In our world, we are taught that 
“if it sounds too good to be true, 
it probably is.” So many of us have 
been taken in by “empty promis-
es” that we are leery of anything 
or anyone who tells us we can 
have something for nothing.

The truth of the matter is the 
world is full of empty promises. 
We watch TV, and the advertise-
ments tell us that we can be hap-
py, sexy, rich or famous if we sim-
ply purchase a certain product. It 
doesn’t take long before we have 
been fooled enough to know that 
the world’s promises are full of 
emptiness. 

Yet God is different. Instead 
of promises full of emptiness, on 
Easter He gave us emptiness that 
is full of promise.

Because the cross was empty, 
we have the promise of forgiven 
sins. The bloodstains on the cross 

were from the crown of thorns 
that was crushed into Jesus’ skull. 
The stains on the ends of the 
crossbar came from the nails that 
were driven into His hands. The 
main beam was soaked in blood 
from His back, blood that was 
shed when the Roman soldiers 
beat Him with a cat-of-nine-tails. 

It also had stains from the 
blood that poured from His side 
when another Roman soldier ran 
a spear through His side to see if 
He was dead—He was.

The promise of the empty cross 
is that you and I stand forgiven, 
because it was on that cross that 
Jesus paid the penalty for our 
sins. God’s word tells us, “God 
demonstrated His own love to-
ward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.”

In the empty tomb is the truth 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

and the promise to every one of 
us that we too will be raised to 
eternal life. To those who know 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Sav-
ior, death has lost its sting; it is no 
longer something to be feared. 
What fear is there when we have 
the promise that one day we will 
live forever with Him in Heaven?

The empty tomb is God’s way 
of saying to us, “Relax, my child, 
I took the sting, death can’t hurt 
you anymore.” 

Why was the tomb empty? Be-
cause Jesus was alive! The angel 
said, “He is risen.” The promise 
to us is that we too can live, even 
if we die.

Surprisingly, it doesn’t end 
there. There is one more prom-
ise that I want you to know about 
Easter. It is the promise of the 
empty burial clothes.

That fi rst Easter Sunday, as the 

women went to the grave, they 
had no idea what was about to 
happen to them. They were not 
yet aware of the wonderful prom-
ises of that day.

Off in the distance stood an 
empty cross—the promise that 
their sins were forgiven.

At the end of their journey was 
an empty tomb—the promise of 
their eternal life.

 Inside the tomb were empty 
burial clothes—the promise that 
they would again have a close 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, their living Savior.

During Easter, more than any 
other time of the year, we realize 
that God has made all sorts of out-
landish promises. So outlandish 
that some of us cannot bring our-
selves to believe them. Or can we?

I’ve shown you three prom-
ises that God has made to us: 
the promise of forgiven sins; the 
promise of eternal life; and the 
promise of a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. 

My question to you today is this: 
Will you take Him at His word? If 
so, read this fi nal promise in Ro-
mans 10:13, “For everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.

“Seeing is believing” is an 
ancient idiom. It teaches that a 
dispute can often be resolved by 
presenting physical evidence.  

Opponents of the ultrasound 
bill passed in late February by the 
Virginia legislature and signed by 
Governor Bob McDonnell thought 
they could stop the measure be-
cause they said it would require an 
invasive vaginal probe to determine 
the age of the fetus in an early-stage 
pregnancy. The bill passed after it 
was modifi ed to mandate only a 
non-invasive procedure.  

According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, Virginia joins seven 
other states “that mandate that 
an abortion provider perform an 
ultrasound on each woman seek-
ing an abortion, and require the 
provider to offer the woman the 
opportunity to view the image.”  

Before other surgeries, doctors 
and hospitals must present infor-
mation to patients who are then 
required to sign documents con-
senting to the procedure. No one 
would deny women access to infor-
mation about a kidney transplant. 
So then for abortions, as part of 
this information-providing process, 

why shouldn’t ultrasound images 
be included? Shouldn’t abortion-
seeking women see the life they are 
about to end?  

The debate in Virginia and 
elsewhere over ultrasound legisla-
tion should include the voices of 
women who favor ultrasound laws.  

The media speak of “women” as a 
monolithic group who consistently 
subscribe to the liberal-secular 
line. But there are many women—I 
have met a few—whose voices are 
rarely, if ever, heard. These women 
either decided to give birth after 
seeing an ultrasound image, or 
regretted having had an abortion 
and would testify that if they had 
seen an ultrasound image before 
the procedure they would have 

made a different choice. Does 
not seeing an ultrasound image 
change the reality of abortion?  

There are several websites fea-
turing testimonies from some of 
these pro-ultrasound women. One 
is: www.projectultrasound.org/
testimonies.html.  

Why would anyone want to 
deprive women of the joy they 
experience after seeing a picture 
of their baby and deciding to pre-
serve their baby’s life? Why would 
anyone not want to protect these 
women from the pain many have 
experienced from not seeing a 
picture and going forward with 
the abortion, only to later regret it?  

In Britain, two “medical ethicists” 
associated with Oxford University 

have published an article in the 
Journal of Medical Ethics entitled 
“After-birth abortion: Why should 
the baby live?” which asserts that 
newborn babies are not “actual 
persons” and thus do not have a 
“moral right to life.” As reported 
in the London Daily Telegraph, the 
professors argue, “Parents should 
be allowed to have their newborn 
babies killed because they are ‘mor-
ally irrelevant’ and ending their 
lives is no different to abortion.” 
The authors, Alberto Giubilini 
and Francesca Minerva, maintain 
that “killing a newborn should be 
permissible in all the cases where 

abortion is, including cases where 
the newborn is not disabled.”  

The Telegraph story quotes Giu-
bilini and Minerva: “The moral status 
of an infant is equivalent to that of a 
fetus in the sense that both lack those 
properties that justify the attribution 
of a right to life to an individual. 
Rather than being ‘actual persons,’ 
newborns were ‘potential persons’.” 
They explained: “Both a fetus and a 
newborn certainly are human beings 
and potential persons, but neither is 
a ‘person’ in the sense of ‘subject of a 
moral right to life’.”  

Let’s hear “pro-choicers” argue 
against infanticide and present their 
reasons for doing so. Having ceded any 
moral high ground that defi nes human 
life as distinct from animal life, though 
some do equate the two, on what basis 
do they say “no” to the ethicists’ argu-
ment? They have no basis.  

This is where our indifference 
to human life and its Creator has 
led us. Requiring ultrasounds 
before a woman has an abortion 
will help restore recognition of a 
baby’s right to live and of our own 
humanity. 

© 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.  

Ultrasound, ultra-truth: Changing the reality of abortion
No one would deny women 

access to information 

about a kidney transplant. 

Instead of promises full of 
emptiness, on Easter He 
gave us emptiness that is 
full of promise.
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For more information about the 
National Day of Prayer, visit www.
nationaldayofprayer.org. For more 
information about events in Minne-
sota, visit www.nationaldayofprayer.
org/about/fi nd-an-event/ and key in 
“Minnesota.” For additional informa-
tion about Bless Minnesota—Adopt 
Your Street, visit www.blessmn.org.
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Establish a Charitable Gift Annuity with the EFCA Foundation
✔ Converts your savings into a regular stream of payments
✔ A charitable way to supplement your retirement income 
✔ Provides funds you will not outlive
✔ Secures an immediate income tax deduction
✔ Fixed payments for one or two people
✔ The remaining funds will help support the EFCA’s mission and priorities

Sample One-Life Rates
Effective January 1, 2012, subject to change

Two-Life Rate Available Upon Request
Minimum $5,000

 Age Rate
 65 4.7%  
  70 5.1%
  75 5.8%
  80 6.8%
  85 7.8%
 90+ 9.0%

For a confi dential and personalized rate quote, please contact:

Mr. Lanny L. Harris, Gift Planner
EFCA Foundation

901 East 78th St., Minneapolis, MN 55420

Email: giftplan@efca.org
Web: www.efcafoundation.org

The EFCA Foundation is a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of America. Through EFCA Foundation gift 
annuities, you will help support the Evangelical Free Church of America’s efforts to fulfi ll the Great Commission. 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 1280 The Patriot

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”

For more information or to order Jan’s free 
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”  

call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend 

for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the 

“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct. 

closed all its donors as required by 
the Minnesota Campaign Finance 
and Public Disclosure Board’s 
(CFB) Guidance issued in 2011, as 
well as the Advisory Opinions we 
sought and received,” he said.

Further, Helmberger said Mike 
Dean, executive director of Com-

COMPLAINT…
Continued from page 1

mon Cause, “is hardly a disinter-
ested person and is an advocate for 
the other side.”

“The Common Cause complaint 
is nothing but a political stunt,” 
Helmberger continued. “Minneso-
ta for Marriage has complied with 
Minnesota law and all of the CFB’s 
guidance. According to the Board’s 
many public statements over the 
past several months, if an orga-
nization complies with the guid-

event.
Praise: “Thank God for what He 

has already accomplished through 
Jesus.” 

Repent: “Confess your sins and 
shortcomings …” 

DAY OF PRAYER…
Continued from page 1

Ask: “Ask God to reveal truth, 
turn hearts back to Him and bring 
healing. 

Yield: “Yield to the Lord and rec-
ognize He has heard our prayers 
and will answer according to His 
will …” 

There are numerous prayer-
related events scheduled around 
Minnesota on May 3, and Governor 

Mark Dayton has proclaimed the 
day as Minnesota Day of Prayer. 

At 11:30 a.m. on May 3, people 
can gather on the steps of the state 
Capitol for a time of worship and 
prayer. The Heart of the City wor-
ship band will lead worship, and 
leaders from government, educa-
tion, the media, the military, busi-
ness and church will be present. 

Organizers note the prayer ob-
servance is not a political rally 
and that people will pray in small 
groups after leaders give them a 
prayer focus.

“I love worshiping on the steps 
of the state Capitol with other be-
lievers,” Auldrich said. “There 
is something very special about 
great variety in the body of Christ. 
There are people who wave ban-
ners, dance and pray in other lan-
guages. It is beautiful to see many 
tribes, tongues and nations coming 
together at the seat of government 
to praise the Lord and pray.” 

The 15th annual West Metro Na-
tional Day of Prayer Breakfast will 
again be held at the Medina Enter-
tainment Center. The 6 a.m. break-
fast program will include a keynote 
address by KTIS radio personality 
Lisa Berry and music by Dan Adler 
along with some of his musician 
friends. Calvary Lutheran Church 
of Golden Valley is the host church 

Christian Examiner staff report

TWIN CITIES — Nearly 60 per-
cent of Protestant pastors surveyed 
said they were going to “assess 
[their] church’s vision and mission” 
in the next year, according to a new 
report from the Barna Group. The 
nationwide survey asked pastors 
how they planned to improve their 
ministries in the coming year, spe-
cifi cally the strategic, operational 
and administrative aspects.

Assessing their church’s vision 
and mission far outpaced the other 
11 categories from which respon-
dents had to choose. 

“Like other organizational lead-
ers, pastors are trying to right-size 
their efforts to the new economic, 
technological and social realities,” 
said David Kinnaman, director of 
the study, on the group’s website. 
“Most pastors are open to changing 
their ministries, yet many of them 
are struggling with the foundation-
al questions of mission and vision. 
In other words, they want a clear 
direction to pursue, not necessarily 
just more ministry resources, like 
facilities, equipment, technology or 
ministry tools.”

Nearly 40 percent of pastors 
said they wanted to assess “their 
church’s reputation in their com-

munity,” and 31 percent supported 
“measuring the demographic and 
spiritual needs of their commu-
nity.”   

“It is also signifi cant that faith 
leaders are prioritizing their 
church’s local reputation and their 
community’s profi le,” Kinnaman 
added. “In an era of skepticism to-
ward the institutional church, these 
leaders seem to recognize that the 
most effective churches are those 
that are aware of needs and active 
in their communities.”

The study also found that church 
size did not play a signifi cant role 
in how pastors answered the ques-
tions; the priorities remained 
similar across the board. However, 
small church pastors didn’t place 
as much interest on community 
demographics, safety and security 
issues and technology. 

Age differences played a role in 
interests as well, as those younger 
had more interest in technology 
and digital media and those older 
expressed more interest in fund-
raising help.

Pastors feel need to focus on 
vision and mission of church

For more information about this 
study and other studies from the 
Barna Group, visit www.barna.org. 

ance, that organization ‘may rely 
on [the] guidance to the extent 
it supports the association’s posi-
tion’ in defending itself from these 
kinds of groundless, frivolous com-
plaints for which Common Cause is 
famous. We assume the Campaign 
Finance Board will adhere to those 
statements.”

No timeframe has been an-
nounced for when the Board will 
make its decision.

with Pastor Carol Skjegstad serving 
as emcee. Information on reserving 
seats at $16 each ($20 after April 20 
or at the door) can be obtained by 
calling (763) 473-3730 or emailing 
cskjegstad@calvary.org.

In addition, several prayer initia-
tives are being developed in light of 
NDP, including the Bless Minneso-
ta—Adopt Your Street prayer move-
ment. Bless Minnesota includes 
representatives from churches, 
ministries, businesses, education 
and government who will come to-
gether and attempt to adopt every 

street in the state for prayer.
“Four specifi c steps will be recom-

mended to turn this day of prayer 
into a lifestyle of prayer: Speak 
peace and blessing in Jesus’ name; 
reach out and build relationships 
with others; identify and respond to 
visible needs in tangible ways; and 
share the love, presence and power 
of Jesus,” said the Rev. Greg Pagh, 
senior pastor at Christ Church in 
Otsego and chair of Bless Minne-
sota—Adopt Your Street.

Other prayer initiatives include 
“adopt a police offi cer or school,” 
Auldrich said. “There are specific 
prayer groups all around who have 
a special focus for a particular issue. 
Human traffi cking is getting a huge mo-
mentum. Most churches have prayer 
coordinators who can direct people 
how to connect. Most of these efforts 
do not require going to meetings but 
only a sensitive heart for what God is 
leading them to.” 
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

For more information about 
PLAM, visit www.plam.org. For more 
information on the other rallies 
across the country, visit www.
standupforreligiousfreedom.com.

nal Revenue Code.”
The narrow defi nition could ex-

clude religious organizations that 
serve those outside of its faith, such as 
religious social service agencies.

That was the backdrop for the Twin 
Cities Rally for Religious Freedom, 
which was duplicated in more than 
140 other cities across the country.

Organized locally by Pro-Life Ac-
tion Ministries (PLAM), the rally at-
tracted those young and old, Catholic 
and Protestant. Buses lined the near-
by city streets, as many traveled to 
the rally in groups, often overfl owing 
from the plaza into the streets. Orga-
nizers estimated the crowd at more 
than 2,000 people.

Brian Gibson, executive director of 
PLAM, in an interview with the Chris-
tian Examiner, believes the HHS man-

RALLY…
Continued from page 1

date violates the First Amendment.
“In doing this, the administration 

has violated the First Amendment 
by defi ning what constitutes a reli-
gious institution or church,” he said. 
“Therefore, colleges, universities, 

charities and other schools run by 
churches are not exempt from this 
mandate. Also, the First Amendment 
religious liberties are written for indi-
viduals, and it is because individuals 
band together to form churches that 
this liberty extends to all religions. 
The mandate forces individuals to 
comply as much as institutions.”

A variety of speakers took to the 
platform to encourage the crowd to 
stand up against the HHS mandate, 
including The Most Reverend John 
M. Quinn, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Winona; Teresa Collett, professor of 
Law at the University of St. Thomas; 
the Rev. Maria Mitchell, associate pas-
tor of Evangelist Crusaders Church; 
Jason Adkins, executive director and 
general counsel of the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference; and Brad Bran-
don, radio host and pastor of Berean 
Bible Baptist Church in Hastings.

Many of the speakers focused on 
how they believe the HHS mandate 

violates individual consciences.
“As Americans, we know that free-

dom doesn’t mean forcing people 
to act against their conscience,” Col-
lett said. She also argued that money 
spent on the HHS mandate is money 
that won’t get spent on education, 
caring for the needy and the elderly.

Brandon told the crowd that this 
confl ict between those who desire free-
dom and those who desire control has 
been ongoing since ancient times.

“When they come to take your free-
dom, I want you to say this to them: ‘I 
fi ght not for me and my freedom alone, 
but I fi ght for every generation and … 
[everyone who wants freedom].’”

Organizers of the rally said they 
oppose the HHS mandate for four 
reasons. First, because of its narrow 
defi nition of a religious organiza-
tion; because religious organizations 
“are still forced to facilitate abortion-
inducing drugs, contraception and 
sterilization through insurance com-

panies”; because they believe it forces 
businesses to violate moral positions; 
and because by providing these ser-
vices, “it treats pregnancy and child-
birth as if these are diseases.” 

Gibson concluded: “Our religious 
liberties are under assault. There are 
political forces at work that believe 
that our liberties end when we walk 
out of church. But that is not why we 
have the fi rst two items of six in the 
First Amendment dealing with reli-
gious freedom. If this mandate con-
tinues unabated, all Christians are at 
risk of being forced to ‘shut up’ in the 
public square and only be ‘religious’ 
within the walls of their church.”

PHOTO CREDIT: WENDY NOBLE 

Brian Gibson, executive director of 
Pro-Life Action Ministries, believes 
the administration has violated the 
First Amendment by determining 
what constitutes a church or religious 
organization.

Christian Examiner staff report

A new study from the Pew Research 
Center’s Forum on Religion and 
Public Life found that Christians are 
“overrepresented among international 
migrants.” The study, “Faith on the 
Move,” looked at the religious affi lia-
tions of international migrants, which 
included Christians, Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, Jews and those of other 
faiths and the unaffi liated.

While the study’s authors said 
the religious affi liations of interna-
tional migrants mirror the general 
composition of the overall global 
population, “Christians clearly are 
overrepresented.” Forty-nine per-
cent of international migrants are 
Christians, while Christians rep-
resent only about one-third of the 

world’s population. 
Muslims, as well, are overrepre-

sented but less so than Christians: 
Muslims who have migrated stands 
at 27 percent, while the overall 
global Muslim population is 23 per-
cent. 

In percentage terms, the study found 
that “Jews have by far the highest level 
of migration.” About 25 percent of Jews 
who are alive today have left their coun-
try of origin and now live somewhere 
else. Christians and Muslims are at fi ve 
percent and four percent respectively.

While people move from a variety 
of countries across the globe, they 
ultimately choose their destinations 
from among a few dominant areas: 
North America, Europe, Australia and 
the Arab states of the Persian Gulf area. 
Within those areas, the United States 

is by far the most likely destination 
country for migrants. Approximately 
43 million or one in fi ve migrants alive 
today reside in the U.S.

One of the leading demogra-
phers in the Twin Cities, the Rev. 
Dr. John Mayer, executive director 
of City Vision, doesn’t see any sur-
prises in the study.

“It makes sense if Christianity is 
the largest religious block in the 
world then there would be more 
Christian migrants as well, and 
Christians are also persecuted in 
many countries …,” he said. “But 
it kind of depends on how they de-
fi ne Christian. Many migrants are 
culturally or nominally Christian, 
and in some countries if you are 
not the majority group then they 
just pick Christianity by default.”

In the Twin Cities among reli-
gious groups, according to Mayer, 
Catholics make up the largest num-
ber of average attendees with more 
than 273,000. Muslims are next with 
152,000, followed by non-denom-
inational/independent churches, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, Buddhists, the Baptist 
General Conference/Converge 
Worldwide and, at number 20, the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod with just under 10,000.

Whether migrants to the Twin 
Cities are Christians or not, Mayer 
said they are still “strangers in a 
strange land.” 

And as such: “They all need wel-
coming by the body of Christ,” he 
said. “Some immigrants I’ve talked 
to that are Christians in the Twin 

Cities actually believe that the Lord 
sent them to America to help us 
reach America. Thus they feel that 
God has sent them on a divine mis-
sion to our country, and they also 
see that they can in turn help us 
reach back to their home coun-
tries through their networks and 
contacts. So they see that God has 
sent them to us for a more strate-
gic, long-term outreach approach 
to world missions.”

Study fi nds Christians‘overrepresented among international migrants’

For more information on the study 
and on the Pew Research Center’s 
Forum on Religion and Public Life, 
visit www.pewforum.org. For more 
information about City Vision, visit 
www.cityvisiontc.org.
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

Maundy Thursday Service. 7pm, North 
Heights Lutheran Church, 2701 Rice St., 
Roseville • nhlc.org, (651) 797-7800

Grief Recovery Support Group, thru 
May 24. Thursdays 7-9pm, Vertical Life 
Church, 7600 Humboldt Ave. N, Brooklyn 
Park, $15 workbook • (651) 208-5332

APR 5-6 • THU-FRI
Stations of the Cross. Thu 11am-8pm 
& Fri 11am-5pm, River of Life Church, 
4294 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview, free • 
(651) 484-8737

Experience Easter, drive-thru. 7-9pm, 
Knollwood Christian Church, 3639 
Quebec Ave. S, St. Louis, free • (952) 
938-1121

APR 6 • FRIDAY
Good Friday, Tenebrae Services. 12pm, 
3pm & 7pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, 2701 Rice St., Roseville • nhlc.
org, (651) 797-7800

Women in Transition, career development 
& personal empowerment workshop. 
1-4pm, Lenox Community Center, 6715 
Minnetonka Blvd., $209, St. Louis Park, 
$10 • (612) 752-8444  

CrossWalk: A Walk of Humility & Repen-
tance. 2-3pm, 507 Dale St. N, St. Paul 
• (651) 283-5116

 “Drawn to the Word,” Good Friday Ser-
vice. 5:30pm & 7pm, Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden 
Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

APR 6-7 • FRI-SAT
“All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Fri 7:30pm; Sat 1pm, 
North Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 
Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, (651) 
797-7950

APR 7 • SATURDAY
Community Easter Egg Hunt. 10-11:30am, 
Excelsior Commons Park, Excelsior, free. 
Hosted by Our Savior Lutheran Church • 
(952) 474-5181, oslcs.org

APR 9 • MONDAY
Hiding Hurting Healing Women’s Pro-
gram, 12 weeks. 6:30-8:30pm, Em-
manuel Christian Center, 7777 University 
Ave. NE, Spring Lake Park • (763) 742-
3887, (763) 245-3015

APR 12 • THURSDAY
Aspergers/HFA game Club, ages 9-15. 
6:30-8:30pm, Riverview Church, 14 E 
Moreland Ave., W St. Paul, $10 • (651) 
552-7381

APR 13-14 • FRI-SAT
Dennis Cramer, guest speaker. 7pm, 
Gateway Ministry Center, 2140 Hwy 3 
S, Northfi eld, $15 • gatewayministry-
center.org 

Arise! Women’s Conference, “All In,” with 
Graham Cooke, Diane Brask, Carolyn 
Haas & Kalley Heiligenthal. Woodland 
Hills Church, 1740 Van Dyke St., Maple-
wood, $40+ • (651) 490-1517 x20

Creating a Culture of Peace, community-
based training. Faith Mennonite Church, 
2720 E 22nd St., Minneapolis • (612) 
375-9483, faithmennonite.org

APR 14 • SATURDAY 
Lyngblomsten’s Annual Wellness Con-
ference: Living Creative Life. 8:30am-
1:30pm, Roseville Lutheran Church, 
1215 W Roselawn Ave., Roseville, $25 
• (651) 632-5377

2012 ‘Pray-ER Still Works’ Annual Gospel 
Brunch. 9:30am, McRae Community 
Center, 906 E 47th St., Minneapolis. 
Presented by PowerHouse Ministries • 
(612) 618-7955

‘Seeds of Spring’ Christian Recovery 
Counseling Women’s Brunch with 
Therese Marszalek. 10am-12pm, Min-
nesota Landscape Arboretum, Chaska, 
$35 • (763) 566-0088

The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild 
Spring Seminar, “A Day with the Book 
Therapist,” with Susan May Warren. Grace 
Church, Eden Prairie • (951) 247-9085

APR 14-15 • SAT-SUN
“All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Sat 1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 
3pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, 
(651) 797-7950 

APR 15 • SUNDAY
7th Annual Chorale Arts Finale. Concordia 
University, Orchestra Hall, Minneapolis, 
$13 • (612) 371-5656

APR 16 • MONDAY
Jesus’ Resurrection: Hoax or History? 
With Dr. Don Bierle. 7-8:30pm, Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley 
Rd., Golden Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Tell Me a Story, But Make It Short” 
with Susan May Warren. 7-9pm, Fireside 
Room, Christ Presbyterian, 6901 Nor-
mandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 315-1014

Encore: Work & Life After 50 in a New 
Frame. 7-9pm, Hope Lutheran Church, 
5728 Cedar Ave. S, Minneapolis, free • 
(612) 827-2655

APR 17 • TUESDAY
Hiding Hurting Healing Women’s 11-week 
Program. 6:30-8:30pm, New River As-
sembly of God Church, 240 Spates Ave., 
Red Wing • (612) 209-6886

TCCSA meeting. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • 
tccsa.tc

APR 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Roofi ng.” 
Urban Ventures, 2924 4th Ave. S, Min-
neapolis • macfm.org

APR 20 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social potluck supper. 6:30pm, 
Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka 
• (612) 866-8970

Pure Joy! Celebration. 7pm, Northbrook 
Alliance Church, 6240 Aldrich Ave. N, 
Brooklyn Center • (763) 592-4700, 
outpostministries.org

Sounds of Praise Concert, a celebration 
of Joni & Friends Disability Ministry, with 
Mark David Williams, Mary Beth Carlson, 
Dan & Sandy Adler, Jeremiah Gamble. 
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, 
free • (952) 933-7777

APR 21 • SATURDAY
Water-Media Workshop, “A Splash 
of Color.” 9am-12pm, King of Grace, 
Golden Valley, $40 • kog-els.org, (612) 
518-9942

Local Author Lorna Landvik. 10am, Lake 
Nokomis Lutheran, 5011 31st Ave. S, 
Minneapolis, free • (612) 729-2323

Refl ective Parenting, ‘Fantastic Families: 
What do Strong, Happy Families Do to 
Be That Way?’ 10:30-11:30am, Circle 
Pines Library, 100 Civic Heights Circle, 
Circle Pines • (763) 792-4428

True North Sportsmen’s Dinner, with 
Joe Sir. 5:30pm,   Galilee Church, 10101 
Lexington Ave. N, Circle Pines, $15 • 
(763) 784-1760

Casting Crowns ‘Come to the Well Tour’, 
with Lindsay McCaul, Matthew West & 
Royal Tailor. 7pm, Target Center, Min-
neapolis, $22-77. Presented by 98.5 
KTIS • ticketmaster.com

APR 22 • SUNDAY
Global Worship concert. 6pm, St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1901 
Portland Ave. S, Minneapolis • (612) 
874-0133

St. Cloud Launchout Fundraising Ban-
quet. 7pm, Salem Lutheran Church, 90 
Riverside Dr. SE, St. Cloud, free. Hosted 
by YWAM & Impact World Tour • (937) 
321-6367

APR 23 • MONDAY
Jesus’ Resurrection: Hoax or History? 
With Dr. Don Bierle. 7-8:30pm, Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden Valley 
Rd., Golden Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

APR 23-24 • MON-TUE
Open House! at Celebration Academy. 
4-8pm, Celebration Church, 16655 Ke-
nyon Ave., Lakeville • (612) 998-1514, 
celebration-academy.com

THRU APR 8
‘Kingdom Undone.’ The Southern The-
ater, 1420 Washington Ave. S, Minne-
apolis, $21-25 • kingdomundone.com, 
1-800-838-3006

THRU APR 30
  ‘Resurrections,’ Solo Gospel Art Exhibit. 
Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882

MAR 31-APR 1 • SAT-SUN
  “All Things New,” dramatic original musi-
cal Easter story. Sat 1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 
3pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden Hills • nhlc.org, 
(651) 797-7950

Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Confer-
ence & Retreat Center, Farmington • 
(651) 454-3238, marriages.org

APR 1-8 • SUN-SUN
Holy Week Art Exhibit: “I Love to Tell the 
Story,” with Paul Oman. Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden 
Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

APR 2 • MONDAY
Christ in the Passover, presented by 
Jews 4 Jesus. 7pm, Fridley Covenant 
Church, 6390 University Ave. NE, Fridley 
• (763) 300-1967

APR 4 • WEDNESDAY
Alpha Course, begins. 6pm, Cedar Val-
ley Church, 8600 Bloomington Ave. S, 
Bloomington • (952) 883-1533

APR 5 • THURSDAY
God’s Story on Stage: John in the Upper 
Room. 5:30pm & 7pm, Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden 
Valley, free • (763) 545-5659

APR 5 • THURSDAY (cont.) APR 13-14 • FRI-SAT (cont.)

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

APR 24 • TUESDAY
Oratory Contest for high school juniors 
& seniors. 7pm, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Woodbury • (651) 730-1726

APR 25 • WEDNESDAY
Healing Service with Pastor Cherrie’ 
Peterson. 7pm, Christian Family Church, 
9675 W 76th St., Eden Prairie • (952) 
224-2324

APR 26 • THURSDAY
Evangelical Leaders Forum, with Dr. 
Stafford. 11:30am-1:30pm, Ramada 
Plaza Minneapolis, $10/person • trans-
formmn.org

Aspergers/HFA game Club, ages 9-15. 
6:30-8:30pm, Riverview Church, 14 E 
Moreland Ave., W St. Paul, $10 • (651) 
552-7381

APR 27-28 • FRI-SAT
‘Abundance’ 2012 Women’s Confer-
ence, with Lisa Harper, Vicki Courtney, 
Angie Smith, Sara Grooves & more. Grace 
Church, Eden Prairie, $75 • lifeway.com, 
1-800-254-2022

APR 27-29 • FRI-SUN
Inner Healing Conference., with Paul 
Singh. Fri 6-10pm; Sat 9am-10pm; Sun 
2-8pm, Discover Church, 1400 81st Ave. 
N, Brooklyn Park, $60 • (763) 525-9900

APR 28 • SATURDAY
Women’s Retreat with Best Life Minis-
tries, “Fill ‘Er Up!” 9am-3:30pm, First 
Presbyterian Church, 909 Marshall Rd., 
Shakopee, $40 • (952) 447-8282

Here’s Life Inner City’s Fellowship Din-
ner, with Vonette Bright. 6-9pm, Hilton 
Downtown Minneapolis, 1001 Marquette 
Ave. S, Minneapolis • (612) 345-5097

Roar for Refugees: A Double shot of highly 
caffeinated coffee, with Bill Arnold & Mi-
chael Pearce Donley of Triple Espresso. 
7pm, Grace Church Roseville, 1310 Co 
Rd. B2, Roseville • transformmn.org

APR 29-30 • MON-TUE
Answers in Genesis Conference, with 

Ken Ham. Grace Church, Eden Prairie • 
(952) 224-3000, answersingenesis.org

MAY 3 • THURSDAY
National Day of Prayer • 
nationaldayofprayer.org

West Metro National Day of Prayer Break-
fast, with Lisa Berry. 6-8am, Medina 
Entertainment Center, Medina, $16-20 
• (763) 473-3730

National Day of Prayer event at the State 
Capitol, 11:30am-2pm. Music by Teen 
Challenge. Special Guest Sheila Raye 
Charles • ndpminnesota.org

The Case for Intelligent Design, with 
Dr. Michael Behe. 7-8:30pm, Bethany 
Church, 6900 Auto Club Rd., Bloom-
ington, free. Presented by Rivendell 
Sanctuary & Liberty Classical Academy 
• (952) 996-1451

Grief Recovery Support Group, thru 
May 24. Thursdays 7-9pm, Vertical Life 
Church, 7600 Humboldt Ave. N, Brooklyn 
Park, $15 workbook • (651) 208-5332

MAY 5 • SATURDAY
Nurses Week Brunch & Seminar “Master-
ing Challenged of Integrity, Confl ict & Time 
Management with Biblical Principles.”  
8:15am-12:30pm, Hosanna Lutheran 
Church, 9600 163rd St., Lakeville, $20-
30 • hosannalc.org, (952) 435-3332

Stephen Ministry Workshop. 9am-1pm, 
Advent Lutheran Church, 9475 Jefferson 
Hwy, Maple Grove, $15/person • (763) 
425-2437

Passion & Purpose Live! One Day Re-
gional Retreat with Eliot Morris. 9am-
1:30pm, St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
Church, 9100 93rd Ave. N, Brooklyn 
Park • (763) 425-2210

Twin Cities Community Gospel Choir, 
“Olde Time Gospel.” 4pm, North Central 
University, Trask Word & Worship Center, 
1410 Elliot Ave., Minneapolis, $15 • 
tccgospel.org 

MAY 7 • MONDAY
Union Gospel Mission 110th Anniversary! 
6:30pm, DoubleTree by Hilton, Blooming-
ton, free • (651) 789-7561, ugmtc.org

MAY 7-9 • MON-WED
“Counsel: Sharpening Your Care Giving 
Skills,” Seminar with Tiger McLuen & 
Kevin Harrington. Youth Leadership, 
3490 Lexington Ave. N, #360, St. Paul 
• (651) 484-9400

MAY 11 • FRIDAY
“Coming Together 2012: Building a 
Healthy Multi-ethnic Church,” 4th Annual 
Multicultural Leadership Conference. 
8:15am-4pm, Grace Church Roseville, 
1310 Co Rd. B2, Roseville, $30-59 • 
transformmn.org

12th Annual Birth Mother Dinner. 6pm, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2120 Lexington 
Ave. N, Roseville. Hosted by New Life 
Family Services • (612) 623-8378, 
nlfs.org

MAY 11-12 • FRI-SAT
‘Flashback.’ Fri 7pm; Sat 2pm & 7pm, 
Eden Prairie High School Performing Arts 
Center, 17185 Valley View Rd., Eden 
Prairie, $15 • (952) 356-4481

MAY 12 • SATURDAY
12 Step Spirituality Workshop. 9am-
12pm, Colonial Church, 6200 Colonial 
Way, Edina • 12stepspirituality.org

Bethany Lutheran Choir Concert. 7pm, 
King of grace Lutheran Church, 6000 
Duluth St., Golden Valley • (763) 546-
3131, kog-els.org

MAY 14 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Writing Drama: Getting to the Core”. 
7-9pm, Fireside Room, Christ Presbyte-
rian, 6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina • 
(763) 315-1014

MAY 15 • TUESDAY
“God’s Promise to the Chinese,” with 
Richard Broadberry. 7:30pm, Northwest-
ern College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville 
• tccsa.tc

MAY 17 • THURSDAY
Minnesota Family Council & Institute An-
nual Dinner, with speaker Hugh Hewitt. 
Hilton Minneapolis • (612) 789-8811 
x202

Good News for Israel Spring Banquet, 
with Dr. Clyde Billington. 5:30pm, North 
Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills, 
$25/person or $200/table of 8 • (952) 
926-7369

JUL 25-AUG 5 
An Encore Tour of Israel, with Tom 
Stolz, The Gospel According to Mark. 
• goldeneagletravelgroup.com, (952) 
474-0903

APR 29-30 • MON-TUE (cont.)
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TCC Gospel Choir to 
present ‘Olde Tyme 
Gospel’ concert

MINNEAPOLIS — The Twin Cities 
Community (TCC) Gospel Choir will 
present its Olde Tyme Gospel concert at 
North Central University on Saturday, 
May 5 at 4:00 p.m.

Choir Director Sandra Robinson 
Hodges said via a media release: 
“You will not leave this concert the 
same way you came,” and it will “lift 
your spirit and rock your soul.”

According to organizers, the 
choir “preserves, promotes and 
honors African American gospel 
music by communicating the mu-
sic’s universal message of joy and 
liberation across cultures and spiri-
tual traditions.” 

Tickets are $15 for the concert at 
the Trask Word and Worship Center 
and are available at www.tccgospel.
org. The choir will also host a food 
drive in conjunction with the event. 
Non-perishable food items will be 
collected to benefi t the Emergency 
Foodshelf Network.  

Guy Penrod to perform 
at Bethel University

SAINT PAUL — Guy Penrod, 
who sang for 14 years as part of the 
Gaither Vocal Band (GVB), will 
perform solo at Bethel University’s 
Benson Great Hall on Sunday, May 
20 at 2:00 p.m.

According to a media release, the 
country gospel singer said: “The 
closest defi nition I’ve found for 
my music is ‘life music.’ There’s a 
large base of folks that love country 
music and go to church on Sunday. 
I believe they’ll connect with what 
we’re doing. I’ve been blessed with 

really loyal support through all 
these years with the Vocal Band—
something I’m very grateful for. I’m 
hoping that all these people will 
come with me on this new chapter 
of my life and music.”  

Tickets are $20 for reserved seat-
ing and $25 for seating in the Art-
ist’s Circle.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, call (651) 638-6333 
or email heidi@musicforthemaster.
com.

Group to sponsor 
speech contest for pro-
life students

WOODBURY — The Woodbury 
Chapter of Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL) is 
sponsoring an oratory contest for 
high school juniors and seniors. 
The event will be held on Tuesday, 
April 24 at 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Woodbury.

Students are asked to prepare 
a fi ve- to seven-minute speech on 
abortion, infanticide, euthanasia or 
stem cell research.

First place will be awarded $200, 
$100 for second place and $50 for 
third place.

For more information or to reg-
ister, contact Marsha at (651) 730-
1726. The deadline for registration 
is April 18.

Sounds of Praise to 
benefi t local Joni and 
Friends ministry

BLOOMINGTON — Several lo-
cal and national artists are coming 
together to help raise awareness 
and to celebrate Joni and Friends, 

© 2011 Bethany Christian Services  8946

There are approximately 400 kids waiting in the Minnesota 
foster care system in need of a forever family. At Bethany 
Christian Services of MN, we believe that all children deserve 
a safe, loving, and nurturing family. There are no agency 
fees for families who wish to adopt children from the State of 
Minnesota through this program.

Please call 763.553.0344 or visit www.bethany.org/minnesota 
for more information about MN Waiting Children adoption.

Is there room in your heart and 

home to make a difference 

in a waiting child’s life?

Children are waiting…
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a disability ministry founded by 
Joni Eareckson Tada. The event, 
“Sounds of Praise: An Evening of 
Song and Celebration,” will take 
place Friday, April 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
in Bloomington. 

Mary Beth Carlson, Mark David 
Williams, Dan and Sandy Adler and 
Jeremiah Gamble will be guests at 
the free concert.

The local affi liate of Joni and 
Friends is among more than 20 oth-
er affi liates scattered around the 
country. According to its website, 
“The Minneapolis offi ce is working 
together with local churches and 
organizations, forming outreach 
programs throughout the commu-
nity and ministering hope and the 
message of Christ to those who face 
the daily challenges of life with a 
disability. The Minneapolis offi ce is 
committed to reaching individuals 
and families affected by disability 
in our community with the love of 
Christ.”

For more information on the 
“Sounds of Praise” event, visit www.
joniandfriends.org/minneapolis or 
call (952) 933-7777.

Church to host ‘Global 
Worship 5’

MINNEAPOLIS — St. Paul’s 
Church in Minneapolis will host 
“Global Worship 5: Many Cultures, 
One Lord” on Sunday, April 22 at 
6:00 p.m. The concert will also in-
clude a special recognition of local 
gospel singer Robert E. Robinson 
“for his outstanding contributions 
in bridging cultures.”

The event is free, but a free-will 
offering will be taken.

For more information, visit www.

stpaulsevlutheran.org or call (612) 
874-0133.

Hugh Hewitt to speak 
at Minnesota Family 
Council annual event

MINNEAPOLIS — Professor and 
radio host Hugh Hewitt will be the 
keynote speaker at the Minnesota 
Family Council and Institute an-
nual dinner on Thursday, May 17. 
The event, which is titled “For Such 
a Time as This,” will take place at 
the Hilton Minneapolis.

For more information on the event, 
contact Cheryl at (612) 789-8811 ext. 
202 or email cheryl@mfc.org.

Marriage Encounter to 
celebrate 40 years of 
ministry

SOUTH SAINT PAUL — Mar-
riage Encounter will celebrate 
40 years of serving marriages this 
April. The Minnesota Marriage En-
counter has worked with more than 
21,000 couples during that time.

Retreat weekends are held at 
Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat 
Center in Farmington. 

“The program is designed for 
couples who are experiencing 
stressful times, who feel they don’t 
know each other anymore, whose 
homes and lives make it diffi cult to 
spend enough time alone together, 
as well as happily married couples 
who want to take their marriage to 
the next, rich level,” according to a 
news release from the group.

For more information about the 
ministry, visit www.marriages.org, 
email mary@marriages.org or call 
(651) 454-3238.
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Christian Recovery Counseling
Specializing in helping men, women and 

children find freedom from emotional, 
sexual and physical abuse.

Who comes to CRC?   

For information  
or an appointment please call 

(763) 566-0088, ext 114

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

Tim Hanson 
“The HouseDoctor”

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

GUTTER INSTALLATION

For Appt:  651-528-7550

Full Potential Computer Repair        
We Service Laptops and Desktops
Windows PCs, Macs, and Xbox 360       

Call John at 763-269-2953

COMPUTER REPAIR

Coached By Grace 

(763) 354-6940

LIFE COACHING

Janell Wojtowicz
612-788-0739

janellwoj@comcast.net
www.Janellwoj.com

A Portrait in Words 
Freelance Services

Does your website, public relations strategy or book 
project need enhanced, proofed or edited content?

Looking for the right words to express your ideas?

Let’s work together to bring success to your ventures.

I offer extensive experience in written communication in Christian 
higher education, nonprofi ts, journalism, local government public 
information, small business, non-fi ction and fi ction.

Diverse written communication services include:

Reasonable fees; negotiable based on project.
Professional references available.

Donate any  
Motorized 

Vehicle 
In Any 

Condition 
Help send an  

underprivileged  
child to Camp 
Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax 
Deduction 

Tax Deductible  
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call: 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent local church

CARS FOR 
COMPASSION

Michael Behe to 
discuss Intelligent 
Design

BLOOMINGTON — Dr. Michael 
Behe, author of “Darwin’s Black 
Box” and professor of Biochemistry 
at Lehigh University, will be in town 
on Thursday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Bethany Church in Bloomington. 

Behe’s lecture is titled, “The Case 
for Intelligent Design: What Does 
Science Really Say?”

The event is sponsored by Riven-
dell Sanctuary and Liberty Classical 
Academy.  

The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, call 
(952) 996-1451.

Talent show to highlight 
single parent event

MINNETONKA — The Single 
Parent Christian Fellowship will 
hold its monthly social potluck 
supper on Friday, April 20 at 6:30 
p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church 
in Minnetonka. This month’s event 
will include the group’s annual tal-
ent show.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

Seminar to focus on 
care giving skills 

SAINT PAUL — Youth Leader-
ship will host the seminar “Coun-
sel: Sharpening Your Care Giving 
Skills” May 7-9 at its St. Paul head-
quarters at 3490 Lexington Avenue 
North, #360. 

Speakers include Tiger McLuen 
and Kevin Harrington, PhD, LP.

According to a mailing from the 
group: “We will prepare you to care 
for teens dealing with a wide vari-
ety of adolescent issues … This call 
is an excellent resource for every 
adult who truly wants to love and 
care for teenagers and gives you the 
skills and confi dence to be the per-
son your students need you to be.” 

For additional information and 
to register, visit www.youthleader-
ship.org or call (651) 484-9400.

Good News for Israel to 
host spring banquet

ARDEN HILLS — Good News 
for Israel (GNFI) will host its spring 
banquet on Thursday, May 17 be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. with punch 
and chat time, followed by dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. The event will be held 
at North Heights Lutheran Church 
in Arden Hills.

Emcee for the evening will be 
Brad Brandon of AM 980 KKMS ra-
dio. Dr. Clyde Billington of North-
western College will serve as the 
keynote speaker.

Tickets are $25 per person or 
$200 per table of eight.

For more information or to re-
serve a seat, call (952) 926-7369 or 
email admin@gnfi .org.

Dan Morstad to retire 
from Love Lines Crisis 
Connection

MINNEAPOLIS — Love Lines 
Crisis Connection, which was 
founded in 1972 and is a nonprofi t 
confi dential telephone counseling 
service, recently announced that 
Dan Morstad will retire at the end 

of April.
Since it began, Love Lines has 

reached more than two million 
people.

While Dan will retire at the end 
of April, his wife and co-founder, 
Diane, announced that she will re-
tire at the end of October.

University to host 
Choral Arts Finale

MINNEAPOLIS — Concordia 
University will host the seventh an-
nual Chorale Arts Finale on Sunday, 
April 15 at Orchestra Hall in Min-
neapolis. The university’s Christus 
Chorus will perform, along with 
several local high school choirs, 
which were competitively selected. 

The choirs will participate in a 
choral clinic at Concordia Univer-
sity prior to the performance at Or-
chestra Hall.

The event is sponsored by Con-
cordia University and the American 
Choral Directors Association of 
Minnesota.

Tickets are $13 per person and 
can be purchased by calling the 
Orchestra Hall Box Offi ce at (612) 
371-5656.

Conference to focus 
on multi-ethnic church 
development

ROSEVILLE — Grace Church 
in Roseville will be the site for the 
Coming Together Conference on 
Friday, May 11. The theme of the 
event is “Building a Healthy Multi-
ethnic Church,” which will begin 
at 8:15 a.m. and run through 4:00 
p.m.

Plenary speakers include Dr. 
Mark DeYmaz, founding pastor of 

Mosaic Church in Arkansas and 
executive director of Mosaix Glob-
al Network, and the Rev. Le Que 
Heidkamp, co-lead pastor at Mercy 
Vineyard Church in Minneapolis 
and director of VineyardUSA’s Na-
tional Ethnic Diversity Task Force.

For more information about the 
conference or to register, visit www.
transformmn.org or call (612) 746-
5642. 

In addition, Transform Minneso-
ta and Bethel University will spon-
sor the Evangelical Leaders Forum 
on Thursday, April 26 from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Keynote speaker 
will be Dr. Wes Stafford, president 
of Compassion International. His 
talk is titled “The Gospel and Lead-
ership in the 21st Century: Lessons 
Learned from a Lifetime of Serving 
People in Poverty.”

The cost is $10 per person, and 
online reservations are required 
by visiting www.transformmn.
org/2010/01/evangelical-leaders-
forum-april-26/.    

Church invites west 
metro to annual Easter 
egg hunt

EXCELSIOR — Our Savior Lu-
theran Church and School are 
hosting the annual Community 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Excelsior 
Commons Park in Excelsior on Sat-
urday, April 7. The hunt, which is 
designed for toddlers up to those 
11 years old, will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and will feature food and prizes.

The Easter egg hunt will be di-
vided into four age groups and in-
cludes more than 16,000 eggs.

Admission is free, and registra-
tion begins at 10:00 a.m.

For additional information on 

the annual Easter egg hunt, visit 
www.oslcs or call (952) 474-5181.  

Vonette Bright to speak 
at ministry banquet

MINNEAPOLIS — Campus Cru-
sade for Christ Co-founder Vonette 
Bright will be the special guest at 
Here’s Life Inner City’s Fellowship 
Dinner “2012: Hope Changes Ev-
erything.” The event will take place 
on Saturday, April 28 at the Hilton 
Minneapolis, beginning with a re-
ception at 6:00 p.m. and followed 
by dinner at 7:00 p.m.

Reservations are required and 
can be made by visiting www.hlic-
twincities.org or by calling (612) 
345-5097.  

Braille association to 
celebrate 60 years of 
ministry

ROSEVILLE — The Lutheran 
Braille Evangelism Association (LBEA) 
will celebrate 60 years of ministry on 
Monday, May 7 at Roseville Lutheran 
Church in Roseville. The group was 
“founded in 1952 by blind pastor 
John G. Erickson and his wife, Irma” 
and “provides free monthly Christian 
digest magazines in extra large print, 
audio and Braille formats to any sight 
impaired person who requests them,” 
according to an announcement from 
the group.

LBEA also provides Bibles, hym-
nals and prayer books in special 
formats.

The anniversary celebration will 
include a performance by the St. 
Paul Swedish Male Choir and a 
Swedish Meatball dinner.

Reservations are required by call-
ing (651) 426-0469.
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 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Multiple regions California
❑ Minneapolis, MN   ❑  San Diego Co.

❑ Seattle/Tacoma, WA ❑  Inland Empire

On-line ❑  Orange Co. 

❑  Internet ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like a “hotlink” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Volunteer Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol 
Program for teens and adults. Our program is designed to help 
individuals permanently recover from drug and alcohol abuse and the life 
controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more 
information by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to 
jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at www.mntc.org and 
clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Please visit www.mntc.org  
for more info on employment, volunteer,  

and internship opportunities.

Volunteer Opportunities
By giving of your time and talents, you will get to be a part of the change that takes 
place at Teen Challenge. By mentoring or being a program staff, cutting hair or 
teaching a craft, you will get to form significant relationships with the residents. By 
stuffing envelopes or putting up drywall, driving a bus or fixing an electrical circuit, 
you get to provide overall support to the programming offered at Teen Challenge. 
No matter the way in which you get involved, the opportunities are numerous, and 
the rewards are endless. Visit our website for a list of volunteer opportunities. Or 
contact Carter MacFarlane at carter.macfarlane@mntc.org.

Master’s Tech
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Affordable – Reliable
Experienced

Old Fashioned Service
“By the Golden Rule”

For most any HOME REPAIR
 call Jerry 952-426-2044

Referrals available upon request

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Do you have Jesus or Religion? Listen to Rudy, 
the rapper at www.richardoostra.com. Pass this 
message on!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Need Extra Income? This program generates money 
around the clock. (651) 319-4020

Work from home. Put your faith fi rst. Family second 
with an opportunity to earn a great income. (952) 
474-4682. Buscando Bilinque

$1000+ Per Month! This simple program makes 
it possible. (651) 319-4020

Debt Free! No Mortgage! Credit cards, loans paid 
off. www.getwowbudget.com/prosper 

Catch the next technology wave! Don’t miss the 
train. Mobile banking is a money maker. (651) 
319-4020

Save $100,000s…Get rid of ALL debts: credit card 
debt, mortgage, car loans-everything-years sooner! 
WOW Budget shows you how without taking more 
out of your monthly income. www.getwowbudget.
com/prosper

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

Trained Christian teacher looking for students. Ed, 
(952) 607-6962.

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

HEALTH & FITNESS
Medicare eligible? Age 64-65? I can help you 
fi nd a Medicare Supplement health plan that fi ts 
your needs and budget! Pedersen Medical + Life 
Insurance Services. Phone: (651) 501-2507, Email: 
agent.leann@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED
C  hristian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: 
Christian outreach housing project needs a Christian 
licensed alcohol and drug counselor. For outpatient 
CD program. If you are interested, please call Jim 
at (651) 387-8393.

H  OUSING NEEDED
Single Christian male seeks quiet place to rent 
beginning May 1st. Am willing to help with chores. 
(612) 805-1756. 

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
W  orship Leader Available: Ralph Hepola, piano & 
vocals: (612) 803-8914.

O   FFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Ideal offi ce space in South St. Paul for only $200 
a month. Please call (651) 451-2261 for further 
information.

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Lake Shore Retreat. Great site for church or family 
retreat, 50 plus acres on Leisure lake. 1/2 mile of 
lake shore, 10 miles north of Spooner Wisconsin, 
120 miles NE of Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. Near 
Namekagon River for canoeing. Forest with hik-
ing trails, sand beach, good hunting, fi shing and 
winter sports. Modern 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home. 
(763) 315-1106.

ROOMS   FOR RENT
R                        oommate wanted! Female, reliable. Quiet, safe 
area. Early as March. Rent $470/month, plus 
approx $50 for internet and electric. Call for more 
info (763) 242-7582.

Seeking roommate to rent lower level of Eagan 
town home. Private bedroom, living room, and 
bathroom. Laundry, garage, kitchen use, and utilities 
included. Can be furnished. $625. No smoking or 
pets. I’m 31 yr single male. www.eaganroommate.
com, (715) 965-1492.

S  hare house. $400/month. (612) 545-8824, 
Bloomington.

P  lymouth, bedroom for rent in my home for one 
female. No smoking, drinking, drugs or pets. $450/
month + dep. (763) 742-7687.

SERVICES 
P      lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

H  elp America recover, Chris at Stewart Upholstery 
and Repair. (612) 990-8689. Our fabric or yours.

B  arnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofi ng/
siding/gutters! GAF certifi ed installers, licensed and 
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call 
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

YWAM to host 
fundraising ‘launch-out 
banquet’

SAINT CLOUD — Youth With 
A Mission (YWAM) and Impact 
World Tour will host the St. Cloud 
Launch-out Banquet on Sunday, 
April 22 at 7:00 p.m. at Salem Lu-
theran Church in St. Cloud. 

The event is free, and speaker 
James Baldwin will be the special 
guest.

According to organizers, the 
banquet is a chance to “share the 
vision of reaching the lost of this 
generation. Anyone passionate 
about evangelism, discipleship and 
pray[er] will have a great time hear-
ing how to strategically reach their 
community.”

Registration is required by RSVP 
to www.stcloudbanquet.eventbrite.
com.

Theater group to 
present production that 
incorporates dance, 
faith

EDEN PRAIRIE — Reign Dance 
Theater will present “Flashback,” a 
theatrical production that incorpo-
rates dance and a message of faith, 
on Friday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. and 
on Saturday, May 12 at 2:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. The performances 
will take place at the Eden Prairie 
High School Performing Arts Cen-
ter.

Individual tickets are $15. Group 
pricing is $10 per person for groups 

of 25.
For more information or to pur-

chase tickets, visit www.reigndance-
theater.org or call (952) 356-4481.  

Church to hold water-
media workshop

GOLDEN VALLEY — King of 
Grace Golden Valley will hold a 
water-media workshop on Saturday, 
April 21 at 9:00 a.m. The event is 
designed for adults-beginner and 
advanced beginner.

Artist Paul Boecher will lead the 
three-hour workshop. Boecher will 
demonstrate painting techniques 
and give students a chance to ex-
plore water color and acrylic paint-
ing.

The workshop costs $40 per 

person.
For more information or to regis-

ter, call (612) 518-9942. 

Grace Church to host 
Answers in Genesis 
conference

EDEN PRAIRIE — Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie will host the Answers in 
Genesis Conference April 29 and 30. 
The free event, led by Ken Ham, will 
help believers in reaching the culture 

with the Gospel.
Some of the session topics in-

clude “Reaching Today’s Culture 
with the Gospel,” “Dinosaurs for 
Kids” (grades K-6), “Communi-
cating the Christian Message in a 
Secular World” and “Defending the 
Christian Faith Biblically and Scien-
tifi cally” (grades 7-12). 

For additional information, 
call (952) 224-3000 or visit www.
answersingenesis.org/outreach/
event/EdenPrairie2012/.
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Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

Brain Based Therapy

You can fi nd out exactly what Brain Based Therapy is and how BBT can be used 
for ADHD Treatments and OCD Treatments. We help patients of all ages using the 
“Wellness Approach.” Each person is unique and deserves a treatment plan that is 
too. We take the time necessary to uncover the neurological causes of your symptoms. 

Why Brain Based Care is so Successful
Neurotransmitters are one of the keys. Balancing natural production of the chemicals 
that ‘fi re’ brain responses to stimuli is one of the main treatments for ADD, ADHD, & 
OCD when using Brain Based Therapy.
Because BBT increases normal function of your brain and it’s chemicals, BBT always 
works! And, because it is a completely non-drug approach, there are never any side-
effects. If you are looking for ADHD treatments or OCD treatments that don’t cover up 
the symptoms, but gets your brain back to natural production of its chemicals, then 
BBT is the right choice for you. 

The Upper Room wellness center 
Total wellness in a Christian environment
Dr. Kevin Conners, Chiropractor, Chiropractic Neurology
www.upperroomwellness.com
Call us today at 651.739.1248

Brain Based Therapy works without drugs, without medicine, 
and without surgery. Brain Based Therapy simply allows God’s 
healing, restorative powers that are instilled in us to be free to 
work. It “fl ips” the breaker switch back “on”.

Visit www.UpperRoomWellness.com for more information

There is HOPE for correction of

▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

651.494.4169

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a 
writer, editor and communications director. His articles 
have appeared in a variety of publications—from small-
town newspapers to big-city newspapers to magazines and journals. His 
articles have also prompted radio and television appearances, and he has 
worked with dozens of published authors and other public fi gures.

By Scott Noble

“Overcoming the Nevers: 
By Gardening Your Life and 
Nurturing Seeds of Truth”
By Teri Johnson
Advantage, © 2011, 181 pages 

Teri Johnson believes there 
are two categories of “nevers” in 
our lives. The fi rst category is the 
positive one: I “never” thought I 
would be able to accomplish this, 
or I “never” thought I would be 
able to land this great job.

The second category of “nev-
ers” is the negative one: I “never” 
thought I’d fi nd myself in this 
particular situation, or I “never” 
imagined I would have cancer.

It’s those negative nevers that 
can oftentimes have devastating 
effects in our lives and prevent 
us from moving forward. 

Johnson writes: “We must get 
to the point at which we can sep-
arate ourselves from the linger-
ing after-effects [of the nevers]. 
We need to decide to let go of 
the past hurts, regret and pain 
that keep us stuck, that keep us 
circling the same issues.”

And that’s the focus of “Over-
coming the Nevers,” which is 
smartly encapsulated in 13 con-
cise chapters.

Not considering herself a writ-
er, Johnson said God placed the 
idea for the book on her heart 
and also gave her the words to 
write.

“God placed a message on my 
heart that I knew I had to share 
to help others who might not 
have the tools to move forward 
or who are stuck—circling the 
same mountain like I had done 
for many years,” she said. 

She hoped that the book 
would “impact just one person’s 
life. I thought, if that can hap-
pen, then writing the book was 
worth it; it was a success in my 
eyes. I’m amazed by how many 
lives have been touched and 
blessed by the book in just a few 
short months. God’s plan was 
and is bigger than mine.”

The book’s chapters focus on 
various aspects of the journey 
to freedom, including “Accep-

Teri Johnson writes from her own 
personal experience of ‘overcoming 
the nevers.’

Freedom comes after surrender

tance,” “Faith,” “Admission” and 
“Surrender.”

In the chapter on surrender, 
Johnson writes about the diffi -
culty in giving ourselves over to 
God’s will, trusting that His plan 
is better for our lives.

“Freedom comes when we live 
willing to surrender, when we 
accept in our hearts that God’s 
plans for us are for good, to 
prosper us and to bring us joy,” 
she said. “When we live selfi shly, 
eliminating God from our equa-
tion, making decisions without 
His guidance, living how we 
‘think’ we should be living—life 
can get messy, old behaviors and 
negative thought patterns can 
creep in, and we can wound our-
selves and others.”

Johnson is the president and 
founder of Keeping It Personal, 
as well as a speaker and personal 
growth expert. She founded 
the company in 2004, which 
delivered hand written notes 
to home buyers after their sales 
had closed. Keeping It Personal 
was re-launched in 2009.

At the end of each chapter, in 
a section called “Keeping it Per-
sonal,” Johnson includes several 
questions that key in on impor-
tant topics in that chapter. The 
questions are personal and chal-
lenging, asking readers if they 
are willing to take the steps out-
lined.

Johnson writes with honesty 
and clarity, not afraid of relating 
her own personal experiences 
that led her to where she is to-
day. 

For many people, the most 

diffi cult part of overcoming the 
nevers is fear: fear over losing 
control, fear over giving up that 
control to God and fear over 
what may happen when we do.

“Facing life situations head-
on takes a lot of courage and 
humility. Most are not willing to 
go there,” Johnson said. “Going 
places in our lives that have been 
swept under the rug for years or 
for many decades isn’t fun. Tak-
ing responsibility for our life and 
looking in the mirror [and] dis-
covering the truth about who we 
are brings new awareness. Some 
are not ready to face reality. 
Some are not willing.”

Yet she believes that if readers 
are willing to surrender to God, 
they can fi nd the freedom from 
fear and healing they need.

“You have to decide whether 
or not you trust God to take 
over, to admit, ‘I can’t do this on 
my own, here I am,’” she writes. 
“‘I’m laying my will down. I’m 
surrendering. I’m waving the 
white fl ag. I choose to walk away 
from my rights and my expecta-
tions of how I perceive things to 
play out.’”

“Overcoming the Nevers: By 
Gardening Your Life and Nur-
turing Seeds of Truth” can be 
purchased at LifeWay Christian 
Stores or online.

For more information about Teri 
Johnson, visit www.terijohnson.com 
or www.keepingitpersonal.com.
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By Joyce K. Ellis

TEL AVIV, Israel — Suspended 
from Tel Aviv’s airport-terminal 
ceiling, a lighted blue and white 
sign advertised snorkeling trips—in 
the Red Sea. I couldn’t stroll across 
on dry ground like the Israelites 
traipsing after Moses, but I could 
be convinced to do a little under-
water sightseeing.

The itinerary of this trip for jour-
nalists—courtesy of Israel’s Minis-
try of Tourism—covered common 
biblical sites. No time to explore 
on our own, but newly hooked on 
snorkeling, I knew I’d have to come 
back. 

Our tour guide moved quickly, 
and the joke kept recycling: “You 
make us run where Jesus walked.” 
But everywhere we went and ev-
erything I researched convinced 
me that, in addition to the bibli-
cal sites, almost anything a person 
dreams of doing on vacation can be 
enjoyed in Israel. 

Water sports
Sailing across the silver-sequined 

Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret) in a 
fi rst-century-style fi shing boat, thinking 
about Jesus’ walk on stormy waters here, 
I heard a nearby motor. A jet ski with 
two squealing occupants whizzed past: 
Antiquity meets present day.

The Sea of Galilee offers swim-
ming, waterskiing, windsurfi ng and 
even fi shing. 

Elisa Moed of Travelujah.com cau-
tions: “Fish swim at different water 
levels, and the fi sh that swim closer 
to the surface are small. Therefore it 
is quite diffi cult to catch anything in 
the Sea.” 

Rentals for water sports are available 
in Tiberias, the largest city in the Galilee 
region, on the west shore. 

A convenient home base for the 
area, Tiberias provides good lodging 
choices. We stayed at the Rimonim 
Galei Kinnereth Hotel, directly on 
the lake’s shore. In case you overdo 
your recreation, the hotel’s spa offers 
luxurious massages and a whirlpool 
with a modernistic waterfall. 

Gastronomical escapades
A breakfast buffet of local and 

American-friendly food included ce-
reals, egg dishes, cheeses, salmon, 
fruit, pancakes, sugar-free items and 
yummy cheesecake served warm. We 
breakfasted on the sunny deck, gaz-
ing over the lake and chatting before 
heading out for more adventures. 

In December foodies may enjoy the 
Taste of Kinneret, which is like Ameri-
can food festivals, on two weekends 
around Christmastime—a fun addition 
to a trip including Bethlehem. Resorts 
and kibbutzes serve such items as goat 
cheese, Golan Heights beef, pralines, 
and local vegetables and fruits. 

 
Biking and hiking

You can bike where Jesus walked, 
whether mountain biking through 
the Galilee hills or circumnavigating 

Other recreational ideas in Israel
A quick zip around the Internet fi nds websites for these additional 

activities and more: kayaking, rappelling, caving/spelunking, ATV 
tours of the Negev, zip lines, horseback riding, hang gliding, sym-
phony orchestra concerts, canoeing, art museums, zoos, Mini Israel 
display, bird watching, archaeological digs for a day, opera, amuse-
ment parks, camel treks in the Negev, Tel Aviv Segway tours, Jerusalem 
scavenger hunts, Eilat’s Underwater Observatory Marine Park, history 
museums and even planting trees on Mount Carmel to replace those 
destroyed in the devastating 2010 fi re.

Helpful websites
www.goisrael.com (Israel Ministry of Tourism)
www.travelujah.com (Christian social networking and tour guides)
www.israel-extreme.com
www.touristisrael.com

Israel: Your next vacation destination

the 40,000-acre Sea of Galilee, in a 
matter of hours or even days; several 
beaches offer camping sites should 
you want to camp overnight. 

The current path includes high-
way biking and some placid sections. 
Moed says the highway is busy, so “any 
biking on this road should be done 
with a company and bike guide that 
have special insurance for ‘adventure 
sports,’” as it’s categorized. The Min-
istry of Tourism is currently upgrad-
ing the entire path. 

While biking around the lake, 
you can make rest stops at popular 
historical sites.

Capernaum, on the north shore, 
was a home base for Jesus during His 
ministry. It was also the hometown of 
Peter and others.

At Tabgha, where Jesus stretched a 
child’s lunch to feed more than 5,000 
people, you can walk down to the water 
for a time of solitude, shutting out of 
your mind everything manmade. Enjoy 
the lake view the hungry people saw that 
day as the Bread of Life fed their bod-
ies and offered them true life in Him.

Nearby, if you’re ready for some 
excitement, go rock climbing at the 
Cliffs of Arbel.

On the Mount of Beatitudes, walk 
your bike through the lush gardens. 
Stones lining the path bear quota-
tions such as “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness” 
and other truths from Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount. Take a moment in the 
clump of trees and rocks nearby to 
imagine listening to Jesus with resi-
dent birds singing overhead.  

In 1986, when drought left Gali-
lee’s lake level low, two fi shermen 
discovered a surprisingly preserved 
ancient fi shing boat embedded 
in the mud near Kibbutz Ginosar. 
Dubbed the “Jesus Boat” because 
tests date it to the time of Christ, 
the meticulously extricated frail 
boat is now safeguarded in a cli-
mate-controlled room here. 

Would you rather hike than bike? 
Get some good walking shoes and 
head out on the 40-mile Jesus Trail 
through these sites and others, such 
as Cana, site of Jesus’ fi rst miracle.

Another popular hike is the 

nean harbor that the megalomaniac 
Herod built, complete with store-
rooms, loading docks and a walkway 
to an ancient lighthouse. 

Golfers can enjoy the links at the 
Caesarea Golf Club. 

If diving is not your thing, try fl oat-
ing in the Dead Sea. But before do-
ing so, slather yourself with the black 
mud known for its skin care benefi ts. 
Afterward, shop at the Ahava factory 
nearby for products made from the 
sea’s rich minerals.  
Touring Jerusalem

During the day, visit the West Wall 
(Wailing Wall) of the temple, archae-
ological discoveries such as the Pool 
of Siloam, and the City of David’s 
Hezekiah Tunnel and lesser-known 
Canaanite “dry” Tunnel. Experience 
the Garden of Gethsemane and the 
solitude of the empty tomb. 

In the evening relax and enjoy the 
sound-and-light “Night Spectacular” 
at the Tower of David. Brightly col-
ored multimedia images projected 
in panorama on the inner walls of 
the citadel tell Israel’s story from an-
cient times to today, accompanied 
by hauntingly beautiful music. Stun-
ning!  

And so much more…
Enjoy snow skiing on Mount Her-

mon.
Visit the quaint arts community 

and sculpture of “Jonah’s” whale in 
Jaffa, the biblical village of Joppa. 

Go kayaking or rafting on the Jor-
dan River. Or head to the shore and 
grab an ATV for an exhilarating trip 
through the mud, water and fruit or-
chards.

Make a day trip to or stay overnight 
in Kfar Kedem, a recreated village like 
Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. Visi-

tors don typical period clothing, ride 
donkeys, spin wool, milk a goat and 
make cheese, and enjoy a typical lunch.

Is Israel travel safe?
Work through a reputable travel 

agency, and you shouldn’t have prob-
lems. Israel’s economy depends heav-
ily on tourism, so tour guides make 
safety a top priority. According to the 
Israel Ministry of Tourism, 3.4 million 
tourists visited Israel in 2011.

Maximizing your journey
Slowing the pace or adding an ex-

tra few days for recreation can help 
you process what you’re experienc-
ing. After making the long fl ight to 
Israel, you and your family might as 
well get the most out of your trip. 

And imagine! Snorkeling in the 
Red Sea! 

Joyce K. Ellis is a freelance reporter 
from Brooklyn Park, MN.

A 40-minute trek up the winding Snake 
Path leads to the 1300-foot-high 
summit of Masada. A cable car ride 
does provide an easy alternative.

PHOTO BY JOYCE K. ELLIS

With the Golan Heights as a backdrop, the Sea of Galilee—today known as 
Lake Kinneret—provides for many water sports such as jetskiing, windsurfi ng, 
waterskiing, fi shing, boating, and parasailing.

40-minute trek up the winding Snake 
Path leading to the 1300-foot-high 
summit of Masada, the private for-
tress of Herod the Great during the 
fi rst century B.C. Just make sure it is 
early morning for this arduous jour-
ney since the heat from the blazing 
sun in the Dead Sea desert south of 
Jerusalem is relentless.

Diving and fl oating
Snorkel and scuba dive at Eilat, the 

southernmost city on the Red Sea, 
deemed some of the best snorkeling 
in the world. Or take to the air for a 
breathtaking parasail adventure.

In Caesarea on the Mediterranean 
coast, explore the ruins of Herod’s 
seaport: Roman aqueduct, hippo-
drome, restored amphitheater and 
a fi rst-century stone with the name 
Pontius Pilate inscribed on it. 

Skin/scuba divers can explore the 
magnifi cent now sunken Mediterra-
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