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From the publishers

It’s time for the
Christian Examiner
to be ‘refreshed’
In 1978 Christian journalism
professor Terry White founded the
Twin Cities Christian newspaper. In
the early ’80s, a talented young
editor named Doug Trouten was
hired who, over nearly two decades,
would lead the Twin Cities Christian
— renamed in 1993 as the Minnesota Christian Chronicle — into national prominence as an award-winning
community newspaper, with a reputation on par with the best Christian publications anywhere.
In 2011 the newspaper revised
its name once again to reflect its af-

filiation with the Christian Examiner
newspaper chain.
Over 36 years the newspaper
has had three names, five different
owners and about as many editors.
36 years. It’s been a great run for
a community newspaper. But the
recession that began in late 2007
has taken its toll on the entire newspaper industry, making it difficult
for publications like this to remain
viable. We determined some time
ago that it was necessary for us to
See REFRESHED, page 2

Local business files lawsuit
over ‘contraceptive mandate’
Owner believes federal law violates his religious beliefs
By Scott Noble
HASTINGS — The owner of
Hastings Automotive, Inc. and
Hastings Chrysler Center in Hastings recently filed a federal lawsuit
seeking to prevent the government
from forcing the business to provide contraceptive coverage to its
employees as part of the Affordable
INDEX
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Care Act. The suit was filed on behalf of Doug Erickson, who owns
both businesses, and was filed by
Liberty Institute, a national legal
nonprofit organization specializing
in religious liberty cases.
The federal law requires businesses to provide employees with
See LAWSUIT, page 13

Kyle Lance Martin, right, visited the University of Minnesota campus and asked a student from China how he could
pray for him. The international student was willing to be prayed for, as well as go through five Bible verses.

Ripe for the gospel
Revive Twin Cities aims to recruit
10,000 laborers for summer campaign
By Scott Noble
MINNEAPOLIS — In January,
Kyle Lance Martin and his ministry partners spent seven days in
prayer, asking: “Lord, what do you
want us to do with this now? What
does this look like?”
They were praying about Revive
Twin Cities, a weeklong evangelism and discipleship effort slated
for July 21 to 27.
God’s answer, according to
Martin, was to ask Him for 10,000
laborers.
Martin is part of Time to Revive, a ministry that travels across
the country to hold weeklong
evangelism events. The ministry
spends roughly a year in preparation—working with churches and
individuals—before the weeklong

public ministry takes place.
In just seven years, Time to Revive has visited Dallas, Santa Fe,
Seattle, Asheville, Devil’s Lake,
Flint and others cities.
The first event in Dallas took
place in 2007, when Time to Revive held a 40-day gathering near
downtown under a tent.
“We had over 200 local churches participating,” Martin said. “We
were just crying out to the Lord. I
was just being obedient. God just
said, ‘Pray for revival.’”
Martin had just completed his
studies at Dallas Theological Seminary and felt God urging him to
pray for revival.
“There wasn’t a whole lot of
evangelism and discipleship;
there was just unity,” Martin said.
“The Lord just said, ‘I want you to

pray for revival.’ That’s really what
I did.”
After Dallas, Martin received a
phone call asking him to come to
Santa Fe, N.M.
He admits the call sort of made
him laugh, since Time to Revive
was still new and the ministry was
developing.
Martin asked the caller, “What
do you want me to do?”
“Just pursue the Lord here for
revival,” was the response.
So they did … again.
That began the seven-year journey of visiting cities and praying
for revival.
“We really don’t know where
we’re going, except wherever the
Spirit leads us,” Martin said.
See REVIVE, page 14

Chapels provide ministry to people with disabilities
By Scott Noble
TWIN CITIES — A simple phone
call can change the direction of a
life and ministry. That’s what happened to the Rev. Larry and Carolyn Campbell in the early 1970s.
As child evangelists, the couple
traveled the Midwest and held kids’
crusades, introducing children
to Christ. One day, the couple received a phone call informing them
that Larry’s sister had multiple
sclerosis (MS). Despite aggressive
treatment with medical technology
available at the time, the disease
quickly progressed and within a
year left her nearly paralyzed.
Carolyn became her first caregiver.
A decade later, in 1982, a camp
was started in Wisconsin for people
with disabilities, and the Campbells

Volunteers assist those with disabilities in dramatizing a Bible lesson.

were invited to visit the camp and
conduct ministry.
Organizers told the couple,

“You’re used to ministering to children; you’ll fit right in.”
Larry said the organizers “didn’t

know any different, and neither did
we.” Ministry to people with disabilities was still in its infancy, and
resources were scarce.
“We went that first year and
spoke for that week and realized we
went right over their heads,” Larry
said. “We were talking fast … singing kid’s songs.”
Yet they were committed to learning more and finding the best ways
to minister to them.
“For the next year then until we
got ready for camp the next summer, we prayed, ‘Lord, we don’t
know what to do. How do we minister?’” Larry said.
The couple prayed the same thing
year after year, asking God to give them
some insight or direction in order to
make their ministry more effective.
See DISABILITIES, page 18
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Church to celebrate golden jubilee
Christian Examiner staff report

Continued from page 1
reinvent our business-as-ministry
model.

Congregants from St. Paul’s Church march the three-fourths of a mile to their
new church home at 1901 Portland Avenue South in Minneapolis in 1964.
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For more information on St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church and its
events surrounding its 50th anniversary celebration, visit www.
stpaulsevlutheran.org.
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April 13; the Rev. Mark Vander Tuig,
service coordinator of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, will
lead a special joint worship service at
10:30 a.m.
The event is free and open to the
public.
Finally, as part of the 50th anniversary,
St. Paul’s will host the Global Worship
7 on Sunday, May 4 at 4:00 p.m. The
event highlights numerous cultures
and languages at its vibrant worship
service.
The Rev. Cher Moua will receive
the Community BridgeBuilder
Award at this service, which is given
to a Christian leader who has demonstrated ability in bringing together people from various cultures.

ed

neighborhood, we are glad for our
decision to remain in solidarity with
the city.”
Throughout the 50 years at its new
location, St. Paul’s has placed a strong
emphasis on cross-cultural training and
service. The church is home to the
MissionShift Institute and the Urban
Cross-Cultural College Consortium
(U4C), which is a partnership with
Concordia University and the University of Northwestern – St. Paul.
On Sunday, March 23, St. Paul’s will
host a concert by popular Twin Cities
artists Dan and Sandy Adler and the
Heart of the City Band. The concert
begins at 7:00 p.m. and will include a
freewill offering.
On Palm Sunday, members of St.
Paul’s and its three partner organizations—Iglesia Centro Cristiano de Minneapolis, Ebenezer Oromo Evangelical
Church and Every Tribe and Tongue
Church—will walk from the old church
location to its current site.
The walk will begin at 9:00 a.m. on
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MINNEAPOLIS — In the late 1950s,
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Minneapolis learned that construction of
the new I-94 freeway would take with
it their building. The congregation,
located at 18th Street and 14th Avenue
South, faced a decision: to move to the
suburbs or reinvest in the city.
According to a news release from the
church, the decision was made to stay in
the city after a single sentence uttered
at an important meeting framed their
decision: “Where is a church needed
more than here?”
The decision made to stay in the
city, now the church had to determine
where to relocate.
That question was soon answered
when they discovered First Presbyterian, a church that had sat dormant for
some time. The building needed work,
as windows were broken and the wiring
and heating were outdated.
But the church saw potential, so they
paid $75,000 for the facility and spent
$250,000 to update the structure and
make it effective for ministry.
On Palm Sunday, 1964, congregants
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church marched
the three-fourths of a mile from its old
site to the new location at 1901 Portland
Avenue South.
As St. Paul’s closes in on the 50th
anniversary of its decision to stay in
the city, the church will hold concerts,
celebrations and a reenactment of its
march to the new site.
“Staying in the city was a gutsy move;
sometimes it seemed like a foolish idea
to remain in the neighborhood,” said
the Rev. Roland Wells, pastor of St.
Paul’s, via the release. “But St. Paul’s
stayed, dreamed and built, making it
through the crack wars of the 1990s.
Now being a part of the redeveloping

REFRESHED…

Regularly $150

Specializing
in wellness
solutions for
children and
families.

Twin Cities publications
The Minneapolis and St. Paul
metro areas are home to scores of
periodicals serving a wide variety
of niche markets. While newspaper
formats seem to be floundering,
the magazine industry is gaining
momentum. Advertisers have
demonstrated a willingness to
pay more for higher quality. And
magazines have not experienced
the same decline in readership, due
to the Internet, that newspapers
have seen.
While local niche magazines cover an extensive range of interests,
none serves the faith community
with an editorial philosophy that
embraces a contemporary lifestyle
within a Christian worldview.
On the contrary, many of these
publications offer content and advertising that is in direct conflict
with the personal beliefs and convictions of the faith community.
We see a large gap in the Twin
Cities—a sizable market that seems
to be mostly ignored and underserved. These readers are heavily
interspersed throughout the bedroom communities surrounding
the two downtowns and are valuesbased, educated and sophisticated.
They esteem virtue, family, faith,
freedom and community, but maintain an eclectic lifestyle with a deep
appreciation for beauty and the
finer things of life.
Their lives are challenging, but
fulfilling, and incorporate a variety of interests including music,
the arts, sports, holistic health and
wellness, history, faith, literature
and continued education. They
embrace the confluence of a wide
range of personal experiences and
welcome media that celebrates and
encourages their diversity.
Most Americans (78 percent,
according to a recent Gallup
poll) identify with Christianity; 88
percent of us own a Bible (Barna,
2013). Young people are showing
a growing interest in the Bible’s
wisdom on subjects like death and
illness, family conflict, parenting,
romance and sex, relationships,

divorce.
As David Kinnaman, president
of Barna Group, observes: “Most
Americans esteem the Bible and
have access to it. However, people
aren’t sure how to apply the lessons
of Scripture to public life or society,
particularly in an increasingly pluralistic nation.”
Extreme makeover
Beginning next month, the Minnesota Christian Examiner newspaper
will give way to Refreshed, a full-color, inspirational, lifestyle magazine
for the Twin Cities. After 37 years,
this issue of the Minnesota Christian
Examiner is the last to be published.
We believe God is leading us to
present to this local community an
engaging, biblically based publication that will bring hope, encouragement, wisdom and answers to
life’s challenges.
Refreshed magazine will be a
monthly, faith-based lifestyle magazine that will feature informative
and thought-provoking columns,
inspirational articles, human interest stories, and intriguing accounts
about life in the local community,
as well as occasional features on
nationally-known personalities.
Our mission statement clearly
outlines our intent: Refreshed
magazine seeks to generate vibrant
dialogue within the framework of
biblical faith and to present engaging, real stories and features that
offer our readers practical solutions to the challenges and complexities of life. We are unabashed
about our Christian worldview but
are also nonthreatening for the
unchurched. We are intentional
about glorifying God and sharing
His truth in a compelling style to a
community craving spiritually edifying content.
Scott Noble will continue on as
editor of the new magazine. Lana
Branham, who joined our staff on
January 1 as general sales manager,
will be handling advertising and
marketing.
So where you have looked for your
copy of the Christian Examiner, in
April you will find, instead, a colorful
magazine named Refreshed. And our
prayer is that as you read it you will
indeed be refreshed.
Lamar & Theresa Keener
Publishers

The Christian Examiner will still live on. Readers can
continue to access us online at christianexaminer.com.

We offer a variety of sales which best suits
your or your family’s needs.
ESTATE ■ MOVING ■ DOWNSIZING ■ REDECORATING
Whatever your estate sale needs are, we are happy to provide a
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Coming in April 2014…

The Christian Examiner will be

refreshed.

The Twin Cities’ Inspirational Lifestyle Magazine

Cover image is a prototype.

Real life. Real community.

Refreshed magazine will be a monthly, faith-based, full-color lifestyle magazine that will feature informative
and thought-provoking columns, inspirational articles, human interest stories, and intriguing accounts
about life in the local community, as well as occasional features on nationally-known personalities. It will be
available at all the same locations as the Minnesota Christian Examiner has been.
Advertising rates are available by calling 651-964-2750 or emailing lana@refreshedmag.com
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Are you willing to follow?
Last month I had the opportunity to surprise my 11-year-old
daughter. It was one of those fun
surprises where the plan was put in
place several weeks before without
any knowledge on her part.
TobyMac, Brandon Heath, Mandisa, Matt Maher and others were
in town for a concert at the Xcel
Center in St. Paul. She had nearly
memorized the TobyMac CD and
had become a big fan of his music,
not to mention loving some of the
other artists as well.
So here we were on a Friday
evening, Valentine’s Day, at 5:10
p.m. She had just come up the
stairs, and I asked her if she wanted to go for a ride, maybe stop at
a coffee shop and hang out. She
agreed. As we got in the car and
started to drive toward downtown St. Paul, she began to talk.
I’m not even sure what we talked
about now, but I remember her
being relaxed, eager to see where
the night would take us.
As we got closer to downtown St.

Paul, the traffic began to get heavier and the streets more crowded.
Yet she just sat patiently in the car,
still trusting in our journey and anticipating what we would do.
We arrived at a parking ramp and
as we were entering it, I said to her:
“Let’s do something different tonight. What do you think?”
She replied in the affirmative,
and we continued along with our
conversation.
We parked the car and began
to walk the several blocks—not to
mention the many flights of stairs
up from the parking ramp—to the
Xcel Center.
I thought for sure at this point
she would wonder where we were
going. Maybe ask me what I had in
mind or if we were getting close to
our destination. Nope. She was still
happily engaged in our conversation.
Even the Jumbotron on Kellogg
Boulevard that announced—visually and audibly—that TobyMac
was in concert tonight didn’t raise

suspicion.
We stepped inside the doors of
the arena, and she still was engaged
in our conversation and hadn’t
questioned my plans, my intent, my
ideas for the night. I just knew that
she trusted me.
As we stood inside the doors of
the arena waiting for the gates to
open, I looked at her and said,
“We’re going to see TobyMac tonight!” The surprise on her face
was exactly the emotion I was anticipating when I planned this event
several weeks before. She was completely stunned and so excited that
she actually jumped in the air and
hugged me.
But that wasn’t the end of the
surprise. After she gathered herself
a bit and calmed down, she looked
at me and said, “Maybe we’ll see my
best friend here. She has tickets to
the concert as well.”
I said we would more than likely
see her best friend at the concert,
since we were sitting next to her.
Again, the excitement on her

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
face was exactly what I hoped it
would be.
As I was talking with my wife last
week, she pointed out to me the
similarities of this episode with how
we should follow Christ in our lives
(her insight is one of the reasons I
married her).
My daughter was trusting, accepting of whatever was planned and
secure in what was ahead of her.
She didn’t question where we were
going; she didn’t ask if we were

there yet; nor did she doubt that
our night would be fun and even
exciting.
She just trusted.
I wonder what would happen if
we approached our relationship
with Christ in the same way, with
the same amount of trust, confidence and ease. I have to admit,
I’m the person who likes everything
planned out and arranged before I
even take that first step. To me, the
unknown is often the fear zone.
But isn’t Christ more loving, caring and more concerned about our
future than any friend, parent or
circumstance? If my 11-year-old can
trust me without question, how can
I not submit that same trust to the
one who created me in the womb?
So the next time God has you on a
journey—as we all are right now—try
to relax, engage in conversation with
Him and eagerly anticipate where
you will arrive. You will not only be
surprised, but you will also draw
closer to the one who knows you
better than anyone else.

Called from Islam: Nabeel Qureshi meets Jesus
Did you know that there have
been more large movements of
Muslims coming to Christ in the last
two decades than in the preceding
fourteen hundred years combined?
David Garrison has documented
these movements in his book, “A
Wind in the House of Islam.” He
also tells how many Muslims are
reporting dreams and visions about
the truth of Christ.
Nabeel grew up in a solid, and
loving, Muslim family—and not just
any Muslim family. A devout family
that, though residing in America,
was very serious about their faith.
Nabeel’s grandfather and greatgrandfather were even Muslim missionaries to Indonesia and Uganda.
As a young boy, Nabeel had memorized large chunks of the Qur’an.
By the time he had reached middle
school, Nabeel had learned how
to challenge and stump Christians
who tried to share the gospel with
him by asking them, for example,
to defend the reliability of the Bible
or the doctrine of the Trinity.
“I found out,” he said, “from a

…explain our faith as best we
can, admit when we don’t know
the answers, do our homework,
and remain a friend.
John Stonestreet
very early age that Christians just
did not have answers to these questions. Each time I had a conversation, it bolstered my Islamic faith,”
he told me on BreakPoint This
Week. Nabeel stayed secure in his
Muslim beliefs and identity until
college, when he met a sophomore
named David Wood.
David was a Christian, but when
Nabeel challenged him, something
strange happened. “David didn’t
react like other Christians I had
challenged,” Nabeel said. “He did
not waver in his witness, nor did he

waver in his friendship with me. Far
from it—he became more engaged,
answering the questions he could
respond to, investigating the questions he couldn’t respond to, and
spending time with me through it
all.”
That, my friends, is a model of
witnessing that we can all follow:
explaining our faith as best we can,
admitting when we don’t know the
answers, doing our homework, and
remaining a friend. And let’s face
it: A lot of us just don’t know why
we believe what we believe. As a
consequence, we’re not ready for

those kinds of intellectual challenges. This dishonors Christ and
shortchanges our faith. After all,
the command is to love God also
with all our minds.
David Wood hung in there while
the back-and-forth went on for
years. Eventually, Nabeel had to reluctantly conclude that the case for
Christianity was very strong. And
then David asked Nabeel to give
the Qur’an the same sort of critical treatment that he had given the
Bible. He did, and he was shocked
to learn that the case for Islam was
so weak.

Distraught, Nabeel asked God to
guide him into the truth, and you
might guess what happened. After one vision and three dreams, a
continued study of Scripture, and
the faithful witness of a friend, Nabeel was faced with an excruciating
choice: Did he love Jesus more than
his family?
Finally Nabeel knew what he had
to do—come off the minaret, pick
up his cross and follow Jesus, no
matter what. When he told his family, his mother was crushed, saying,
“Why have you betrayed me?”
They left Nabeel, but Jesus didn’t.
Nabeel wanted to die, asking, “Why,
God?” And then he felt Christ’s
answer: “Because this is not about
you.” Now, Nabeel is an itinerant
evangelist with Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, and his story
has just been published in his book
“Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus.”
© 2014 Prison Fellowship. Stonestreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,”
a radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.

It’s no big deal
Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing
▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting
▲ Media Relations
▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

noblecreative.com

When you give your life to Christ, it’s
sort of like when you stand at the altar
and get married. It’s no big deal. You
just stand there and say, “I do.”
And then later, there’s a Honeymoon. That’s when you figure that
everything will be all right from here
on out. It’s no big deal. In fact, it’s
kind of fun.
Then after a weekend, a week, a
month away you come back to the
real world and continue your life,
but now you do this with a partner.
You’re no longer a solo act, but now
you’re a part of a team—a duo.
When duos sing together, they
hardly ever sing the same notes at
the same time. The girl sings high
and the boy sings low. Sometimes
they blend, but mostly what they’re
looking for is a nice harmony.
The only hard part of all of this
is that you always have to remember to sing the same song that your
partner is singing.
If I get up in the morning, and
I ask Jesus, “What are we singing
today?” He usually says, “Let’s sing
‘Side By Side.’ I’ll take the lead. You
take harmony.”

Richard Talbot
And we begin:
Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money
Maybe we’re ragged and funny,
But we’ll travel the road
Sharing our load, side by side.
I always like it when we sing that one.
Every now and then, I get preoccupied with my own life, and I don’t
even bother to ask what we are singing today. I just start out on my own,
and this never works. I’ll be singing
something in a minor key, and He
will be singing something else in a
major key. What a mess.
But at the same time I am sing-

ing I’m also listening, and sooner
or later, I’ll stop and ask, “What’s
going on here?”
We’ll usually laugh and agree on
a new song—one that we both know
and can sing together. He knows all
the songs that I know, and He knows
some songs that I don’t know. He says
that He will teach them to me.
These new songs, I suspect, will
be unlike anything that I have ever
sung before. That worries me, but
He says, “Don’t worry—you’ve always had what it takes. You just
needed a partner to sing them
with. It’s no big deal. In fact, it will
be kind of fun.”
And when He tells me that I’ve
got what it takes, I say, “I do?”
He smiles and says, “Just follow me.
I’ll show you the Way. It’s no big deal.
In fact, it’ll be kind of fun.”
Richard Talbot is a columnist and
freelance nonfiction journalist living
in Falcon Heights, Minnesota. He
is the author of three forthcoming
books: The Best Part of the Day,
The House on Idaho Avenue and
Chalk Drawings.

March 2014 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 5

www.christianexaminer.com

Death: Shall we weep or rejoice?
When a Christian dies, shall
those of us who remain weep or rejoice? The biblical answer is both,
even simultaneously.
I saw this in a new place as I
was memorizing my way through
Philippians again. I had never noticed before the emotional contrast
between Philippians 2:17–18 and
2:27.
An invitation to rejoice
In Philippians 2:17–18, Paul is
describing the possibility of his own
death as “drink offering on the sacrificial offering” of their faith. He
is willing to die in the service of
strengthening and purifying their
faith.
Then he says, if that happens, “I
am glad and rejoice with you all.
Likewise you also should be glad and
rejoice with me” (verse 18; emphasis
added). Not only does he rejoice at
the prospect of his own death, but
he tells them to rejoice with him.
He already told them why he rejoices at the prospect of his death:
“My desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better” (Phi-

Sorrow and joy are not
merely sequential. They
are simultaneous.
John Piper

if you love me, rejoice at my departure.

lippians 1:23). Presumably, that is
why he thinks they should rejoice
also. They love Paul. So when Paul
is “with Christ” that will be “far better.”
Jesus spoke this same way to His
disciples: “If you loved me, you
would have rejoiced, because I am
going to the Father, for the Father
is greater than I” (John 14:28). The
Father in splendor is greater than
the Son in suffering. What a liberation was coming when the Son’s
work here is done and He returns
to the Father’s glory! So, He says,

Experiencing intense sorrow
But that is not the whole story.
Ten verses later in Philippians 2,
Paul praises Epaphroditus because
“he nearly died for the work of
Christ” (verse 30). But then he did
not die. And Paul is glad. Here’s
what he says: “Indeed he was ill,
near to death. But God had mercy
on him, and not only on him but
on me also, lest I should have sorrow
upon sorrow” (verse 27; emphasis
added).
God had mercy on Paul, lest he
should have sorrow upon sorrow.

In other words, He did not let Epaphroditus die so that Paul would
not have that grief on top of all his
other burdens.
So when Paul said, “Rejoice with
me” at the prospect of his own
death (Philippians 2:18), that was
not the whole emotional story.
Paul would have experienced “grief
upon grief” if Epaphroditus had
died. And this is not because Epaphroditus was unprepared to die.
He was as ready as Paul: “Honor
such men, for he nearly died for
the work of Christ” (2:30).
The complex harmony
What should we conclude from

this?
We should conclude that our
sorrows at the death of a believer
are joyful sorrows, and our rejoicing
at the death of a believer is a sorrowful rejoicing. There is nothing
hopeless about the sorrow. And
there is nothing flippant about the
joy. The joy hurts. And the sorrow is
softened with invincible hope.
This is why one of the most common watchwords of the Christian
life is “sorrowful yet always rejoicing” (2 Corinthians 6:10). Sorrow
and joy are not merely sequential.
They are simultaneous. This is not
emotional schizophrenia. This is
the complex harmony of the Christian soul.
Therefore, when a Christian
dies, don’t begrudge the tears. And
don’t belittle the joy in the lover’s
eyes.
John Piper is founder and teacher
of desiringGod.org and chancellor of
Bethlehem College and Seminary.
He served as pastor of Bethlehem
Baptist Church in Minneapolis for
33 years.

The media and the truth
Thirty years ago, there were 50
media corporations that controlled
our access to news. Now we’re down
to six: Comcast (NBC), Time Warner (CNN), CBS Corporation, Walt
Disney (ABC), News Corp (FOX
News) and Viacom (Comedy Central). Yes, people get their news
from Comedy Central. Jon Stewart
of The Daily Show has become “the
most trusted name in fake news” for
young adults by blending satirical
wit with real news.
The big six not only own the TV
news networks, they own all the major newspapers, publishing houses,
movie studios, magazines and music companies. Six companies literally manage 90% of the information we see, hear and read every
day. Do you trust them?
Perhaps there’s a reason media
execs call it “programming.” And
perhaps this explains why I feel like
I’m a prop in The Truman Show
when I watch TV news. Control the
information, and you can likely influence what people think.
I’m guessing that most people
can recognize the slant presented
on each network. Their biases are
less than subtle. So which one is
telling us the truth? How can we
know? Do we believe something
because it feels right? Do we deem
the information false because we
dislike the commentator who said
it? When does the spin turn into—
dare I say—propaganda? What is

And perhaps this explains
why I feel like I’m a prop in
The Truman Show when I
watch TV news.
propaganda anyway?
Propaganda is a challenging
word to define. The Latin word
originally referred to the biological
propagation of plants and animals.
In the 17th century, the Papacy created the Sacred Congregation for
the Propagation of the Faith to
spread doctrine and curb the rise
of Protestantism. In the centuries
that followed, propaganda turned
political as government leaders disseminated “news” to sway the public. It wasn’t long till artists, writers
and filmmakers were employed to
further the “news.”
Since then, the word “propaganda” has been negatively defined as
misleading or selective information
that is designed to manipulate public opinion and behavior. Today,
most people believe that social,
political and religious agendas are
spread through disinformation, deflections, omissions, false dichoto-

mies, false dilemmas, half-truths,
outright lies and by demonizing the
opposition.
So what about TV news? According to Neil Postman and Steve Powers’ book “How to Watch TV News,”
what most people fail to realize is
that TV news shows are shows.
Let’s think about the format of
the TV news shows. All news shows
are carefully crafted sets. Some rotate a panel of pundits who often
drink from coffee mugs that display the show’s logo. Some have
“friends” sitting on a couch. Others provide a “family.” Typically, a
good-looking pseudo-husband and
wife team is flanked with two fun
uncles (the meteorologist and the
sports guy) and a younger sister
(the traffic girl).
But what’s the main objective of
TV news shows? To inform, right?
All TV news shows aim to draw audiences for advertisers to generate

G.J. Wiese
revenue. In a 30-minute news show,
if we subtract commercials, sports
and weather, we’re left with 13 minutes for news.
As for CNN and FOX News, they
devote 55% of their “news” to commentary while MSNBC fills 85% of
its airtime with opinions. So in a
60-minute news show, if we subtract
20 minutes of commercial time, introductions, friendly bantering and
details of celebrities-gone-bad, well,
you do the math.
In case we’re not listening, they
put up bullet points. If we get
bored, they’ve got “breaking news
alerts” streaming across the bottom
of the screen. If we try to grab the
remote, they use the “tease” so we
stay glued through the commercial
breaks.
How can we critically engage the
news media?
First, Scripture must be our

frame of reference. If our thinking
aligns with God’s Word, His perspective and passion will become
our perspective and passion. A renewed mind is trained to differentiate truth from falsehood, reality
from illusion and persuasive reasoning from propaganda.
Second, a mind that is renewed
by God’s Word must be influenced
by God’s Spirit. When the Holy
Spirit helps us to see the truth, it’s
not because He is giving us special insight that is not disclosed to
others. The Holy Spirit is simply
changing our outlook toward the
evidence that is already there.
Third, Spirit-led believers who
are grounded in Scripture must
learn to examine, investigate and
discern “all things” (1 Corinthians 2:15). God will use different
perspectives to expose our blind
spots and biases. We just need to
be mindful of the interests of those
who control the information presented in the media.
There’s no turning back. We’re
all reliant on digital communication. But we can know the truth because we know the One who is true.
Now that’s good news.
G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assistant professor of Biblical Studies at
Bethel University and a member at
First Baptist Church of Minneapolis.
She blogs at www.askdrglow.com.
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Coon Rapids Christian

King of Grace Lutheran School

309 East County Road 42
Burnsville, MN 55306
(952) 223-1814
www.bereaneducationcenter.com

11164 Hanson Blvd. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
(763) 755-1278
www.coonrapidsbaptist.org/crcs

6000 Duluth St.
Golden Valley, MN 55422
(763) 546-3131
www.kog-els.org/school

Our Preschool Bible-based programs are dedicated
to developing a loving environment where children
can learn and grow through experiences and excellent
instruction. We offer preschool programs, 2-4 days
a week for 3-5 year olds. We also offer a Day Care
program for children 33 months through 5 years old.

Since 1977 CRCS has provided quality Christian
education for K-12th grade students. We use the School
of Tomorrow Curriculum (A.C.E.) which provides the
benefit of individualized instruction in all academic
core subjects. The school provides a balanced program
designed to develop each student to his full potential
intellectually, physically, spiritually and socially.

King of Grace is a private, Christian school focused
on academic excellence. We achieve this through a
challenging curriculum, partnering with parents for
success and anchoring our instruction with God’s
Word. Offering PreK - 8th grade, summer programs
and numerous extra-curricular activities for boys and
girls. Awarded Best Private School, Best Teacher and
Best Principal by area Sun Post readers.

Calvin Christian School
Edina Campus (grades K-8)
4015 Inglewood Ave. S
Blaine Campus (grades K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE
High School (grades 9-12)
755 73rd Ave NE, Fridley
(952) 927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org
Since 1961 Christian parents have partnered with
outstanding teachers to provide God-honoring
education at Calvin Christian School. Today, Calvin
Christian serves more than 450 students with a
comprehensive, proven curriculum that incorporates
a rich, biblical worldview. Our Christ-centered
environment is a great place for students—from
kindergartners to high school seniors—to grow
academically, socially, and spiritually.

Concordia Academy-Roseville
2400 North Dale St.
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 484-8429, ext. 136
www.concordiaacademy.com
Concordia Academy Roseville is a Christian, college
prep, high school serving grades 9-12. Concordia
Academy honors God through excellence in academics,
arts and athletics, all in a safe, caring atmosphere.
Concordia Academy-small school environment with
endless opportunities.

First Baptist School

Life Academy

14400 Diamond Path West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(651) 423-2272
www.fbsrosemount.org

2201 West 108th Street
Bloomington, MN 55431
(952) 884-3181
www.lifeacademymn.org

For more than 40 years First Baptist School of
Rosemount, Minnesota has offered a solid K3 through
12th grade education to those in the southeastern
suburbs of the Twin Cities. A strong, Christ-centered,
academic curriculum coupled with dedicated and
responsive teachers provides an excellent learning
environment for each student. Daycare is also offered.
Visit www.fbsrosemount.org for more details about
First Baptist School.

Life Academy is a private, Christian school located on a
beautiful, wooded campus. Our philosophy is to teach
students to learn and develop as intellectuals while
they increase in the knowledge and understanding
of their Christian faith. Life Academy uses the most
respected curricula on the market, instructed by some
of the most gifted and creative teachers in Minnesota.

Minnehaha Academy
Hand In Hand Christian Montessori
2129 Fairview Avenue North
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 784-7988
www.hihcm.org
Teaching truth about God’s Word and God’s World
since 1999, Hand In Hand Christian Montessori
offers unique programs for infants through junior
high, including a Private Academy, a Homeschool
Supplement Program, Preschool and Family Education
programs. We offer an invitational, constructivist,
biblical education that fosters cooperation, community
and commitment to Christ and one another. NAEYC
Accredited, 1:10 ratio in every classroom.

Upper School (grades 9-12)
3100 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Lower & Middle School (grades Preschool-8)
4200 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 728-7756
www.minnehahaacademy.net
Minnehaha Academy is a private, Christian school
serving grades preschool through grade twelve. Since
opening in 1913, its mission has been to provide quality
education integrating Christian faith and learning. Today,
the academy’s enrollment of 1000 students represents
a diverse range of ethnic, racial, religious and socioeconomic backgrounds from throughout the Twin Cities.

Cultivating young minds
& hearts to bear fruit
My name is
Jeff Taylor. I have
served as principal of North
Heights Christian
Academy since
1997. What excites me the most about
NHCA is the way the staff connects
with children, their parents, and one
another. There is an openness and
peace that you can tangibly feel when
you walk down the halls. NHCA
teachers are deeply committed followers of Jesus Christ who have great
understanding of how to cultivate
the minds and hearts of the children
they serve.
Children learn best from those
who extend real love and concern
for them as individuals. It is the
daily interactions with children that
have the greatest impact on their
learning. The warmth and care offered by this staff is simply the best.
I work on building relationships with each child by spending
one hour a day on the playground.
My staff took time last year to be
trained using the Peacemakers
curriculum so that we can foster a
greater awareness of those that we

serve and their relationships to one
another.
Children are the most alert and
ready to learn during the school
hours. My staff takes every opportunity to relate to each child as
a unique gift from God. We are persistently, in cooperation with each
other, strategizing ways to reach
each child so their unique potential
can be realized.
NHCA offers:
s #HRIST CENTERED CURRICULUM
s 3MALL CLASS SIZES
s (OT LUNCHES
s "EFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE
s 7EEKLY SCHOOL CHAPEL
s !FTER SCHOOL ATHLETICS
s !FTER SCHOOL 3PANISH CLASS
s -USIC CLASS
s 0% CLASS
s !RT CLASS
s !NNUAL !RT 3HOW
s #OMPUTER CLASS
s 3CHOOL WIDE 3MART"OARDS
s ,IBRARY
s "AND
s !#3) -ATH /LYMPICS
s !#3) 3PELLING "EE
s $RAMA PRODUCTIONS

Kindergarten - 8th Grade
Financial Aid Available — TADS.com

3ATURDAY !PRIL  s AM  NOON
2651 N. Rice Street, Roseville
651-797-7900 | jeff.taylor@nhlc.org | NHCAonline.org
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PSEO program provides
academy excellence —
and valuable savings
In the 2012-13 school year, Concordia Academy families saved over
$1.3 million in college tuition by participating in the on-campus Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO).
But the benefits of PSEO courses
extend well beyond its money saving
attributes. Concordia Academy’s students receive challenging educational
opportunities while still having an
authentic high school experience.
The PSEO program enables high
school juniors and seniors to take
college courses for full college credit
at no additional cost to parents.
Concordia Academy has had a partnership with Concordia University
St. Paul since 1998, when CA began
offering its ﬁrst PSEO courses on
campus. “These courses provide
academic challenges to students,
enables them to enjoy a full high
school experience and provides
additional enhancement to their college applications. Everyone wins.”
Principal Tim Berner said.
PSEO courses are taught by both
current CA teachers and Concordia
University professors. Concordia
University professors travel to
Concordia Academy’s campus to
teach 40% of the PSEO course offerings. The remaining PSEO courses
are taught by current Concordia
Academy teachers who hold their
own masters’ level (or higher) degrees and are thus qualiﬁed to teach

St. Croix Lutheran:
Educating the total student
From its humble beginning of
22 students in the basement of a
local church to the current 490 students and 30-acre campus of today, St. Croix Lutheran has grown
and changed while continuing to
pursue its mission of “educating
the total student” for Christ.
Athletics
In 1958, students gathered
at a park near the church for
phy-ed class or an after-school
game of baseball, playing
against themselves. In 1959,
a teacher organized the boys
basketball team, and the Crusader name and school colors
of red and white were chosen.
Rumor has it that their record
was nothing to brag about
and that in one of their worst
games, they competed against
a local Catholic D squad and
lost the game 108-5.
Today 75% of students participate in 22 athletic teams. The
boys basketball team went to
state in 2012, the football team
won the state AAA championship in 2011 and 2013, boys track
won the state championship in
2009, and girls volleyball and
both boys and girls golf have all
competed at the state level. St.
Croix teams name all-conference
and all-state players on a consistent basis. Long-range plans
include the addition of a practice gym to accommodate the

growing demand for practice
time and space.
Music
Musical groups were nonexistent when St. Croix opened its
doors in 1958. The Croixaliers,
St. Croix’s honors choir, formed
in 1960 and was led by a new
teacher and director who also
put together the ﬁrst band made
up of inexperienced students
who progressed enough to play
two songs at the Christmas
concert.
Today, St. Croix’s music program is led by two full-time
instructors and consists of three
choirs including St Croix’s musical ambassadors, the Croixaliers, two bands, and several
instrumental ensembles. These
groups present yearly concerts, participate in national
and regional choral and music
festivals, and add to the festivities of homecoming and special
programs at the school. Plans
to construct a new fine arts
center will be ﬁnalized after the
completion of a new dormitory.
As the student body changes
from a small group of students
from 12 congregations to a diverse international community
with students from 18 countries,
this remains – the commitment
to Christ and a dedication to
educate the total student.

college level courses. High school
instructors who teach PSEO classes
tailor their courses to require a
higher level of autonomy and rigor
from their students.
Another beneﬁt of offering PSEO
courses on-campus is the ability for
students to fully participate in the
school community. Students believe
that their experience in this program
allow them to explore a number of
introductory college classes and helps
to give a broader view into what their
future majors may be. All of this is
done in a familiar and comfortable
Christian environment.
An academic counselor at the
high school typically determines
PSEO eligibility; the counselor has
the responsibility of making a judgment about a student’s readiness for
college-level coursework. It is not
as simple as just looking at a students GPA. Many times, exceptions
are made for students who have a
passion or aptitude in a particular
ﬁeld of study or if the student exhibits a level of maturity and academic
success that enables them to handle
these difﬁcult courses.
Given the success of the PSEO
program at Concordia Academy,
it continues to expand and now
includes an offering of almost 100
college credits. “It’s a wonderful
program with so many success stories.” Principal Berner states.
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Pushing students to their
full potential and beyond
Established in 1913, Minnehaha
Academy is a PreK-12 Christian
school centrally located on the
West Bank of the Mississippi in
Minneapolis.
Exceptional Academics
Minnehaha Academy’s awardwinning curriculum prepares students for challenging post-secondary opportunities. Minnehaha
Academy faculty, staff and coaches
are highly qualified leaders and
Christian role models who offer excellent educational experiences and
mentoring. At Minnehaha, learning
is always a dynamic process — for
students and our teachers as well.
The school’s skilled faculty consistently strives to grow professionally for the purpose of improving
student learning experiences, and
most have advanced degrees.
Minnehaha’s curriculum is continuously adjusted to push students
to their full potential and beyond.
Wherever a student lands on the
continuum, our teachers identify
and support individual needs. Our
literacy curriculum ensures each
student is being challenged and
grows as a reader. Whether it’s
learning geography in phy-ed or
history lessons in art, interdisciplinary learning takes place throughout
all curricular areas.
At the Upper School, we offer a variety of multi-grade-level
classes to challenge students, with
an emphasis on enhancing writing
skills for research, in addition to
technical and free-style writing. The
high quality Advanced Placement
offerings at Minnehaha outnumber

most other high schools in the state.
Our modiﬁed block schedule allows
for diverse teaching strategies such
as sustained discussion, reﬂections,
simulations, rehearsals, laboratory
experiments, group projects and
cooperative learning, in addition to
preparing students for a schedule
similar to what they will experience
in college.
Distinctively Christian
At Minnehaha Academy, we recognize that each student comes to
us at a different place in his or her
faith journey. Our school is founded
on belief in the Bible as God’s true
Word and the need for a personal
relationship with Christ. Minnehaha challenges students to grow in
thoughts, words, and actions guided
by Christian values and principles.
School life centers on a Christian
viewpoint and servant leadership.
Through stimulating classroom discussion, required Bible classes, and
weekly chapel meetings, faculty and
staff model Christian values and encourage students to think personally
about faith and belief.
Students at Minnehaha find
ways to use their creativity and
passion to meet the needs of others.
At Minnehaha Academy, service
is more than just an “add-on.” It
is real, concrete and woven into
everything we do. It is a focal point
of our Christian perspective and
understanding of how we should
live our lives as followers of Christ.
For more information about our
programs, admissions, or suburban
and city bussing, visit MinnehahaAcademy.net.

Come: See, touch, hear,
taste, smell, experience
Come and see… Hand In Hand aged learning clusters foster innate
is one of the few Christian Mon- curiosity and desire for discovery
tessori programs in the area. The without using homework, grades,
term “Montessori” comes from tests, and other extrinsic motivators.
Dr. Maria Montessori, one of the
Come and hear… Christian
ﬁrst female doctors in Italy who
started her method in the slums of Montessori is based upon the
Rome in 1907. Her discoveries have belief that every child is uniquely
grown to be the largest international gifted by God. To fully develop
educational pedagogy. She was a their spiritual, social, physical, intelpioneer in her thoughts and actions lectual, emotional, and linguistic capacity, a child must
towards children
– especially those
“It is amazing to watch be given freedom.
children with spethe children rise to the This is a freedom
not to do what they
cial needs. She
challenge when they want, but to choose
brought her theare trusted to take some what is right. It is
ories of sensory
ownership of their achieved through
learning to life
and gave children
learning each day… structured order,
tools that would
They are learning to self-discipline, and
expedite and enLOVE learning and to biblical guidelines.
Classrooms include
courage their natLOVE the Lord.”
Atriums, which are
ural love for learn– S. George sacred spaces that
ing. She called on
have altars and carespecially trained
teachers who would facilitate learn- fully prepared materials that ening and create a prepared classroom gage the Gospel of Jesus Christ, His
environment ﬁlled with opportuni- Parables, Biblical stories and heroes
ties for respect, responsibility, and of the Christian faith.
independence.
Come and taste and smell…
Come and touch… Hand In our organic, made-from-scratch
Hand believes that the “hand is and natural snacks and lunches;
the chief teacher” of the child, and food work like fresh bread baking
it is through personal experience, and coffee grinding; and fragrant
individualized instruction, and in- flower arranging as part of our
trinsic motivation that a child gains practical life curriculum for every
true education. Both outdoor and age learner.
indoor learning environments proCome and experience… a difvide hands-on learning materials
and child-friendly, colorful spaces. ferent educational model where the
Intentionally respectful for a child’s whole child is engaged with all of
need for movement, it is void of their senses and receives “only the
desks and rows. The small, multi- best for the smallest.”

March 2014 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER •11
11

www.christianexaminer.com
Christian
Education Advertising Supplement

Excellent
Elementary
Education
Kindergarten - 5th Grade

Open House
Carnival
Sunday, March 16th
11:30 am – 1:30 pm
FREE EVENT
Register that day & receive
a $50 discount off the
registration fee
(new students only)

Infant
and early
childhood care
from six weeks
to Pre-K

St. Peter’s offers guaranteed individual attention, mission training and a 65-year history
of Christ-centered education in the Lutheran tradition. We provide quality childcare,
excellent elementary education and lifelong learning for families and adults.
St. Peter’s Elementary School
5421 France Ave S, Edina, MN 55410
952-927-8400

www.stpetersedina.org

Calvin Christian equips
students for discipleship
Calvin Christian School serves
families from throughout the
Twin Cities at its K-8 campuses
in Edina and Blaine and its high
school campus in Fridley. Education at all three campuses is based
on a shared mission statement:
“Working in dynamic partnership
with the Christian home and
church, Calvin
Christian School
equips students
as disciples of
Christ by offering a quality
education, fully
integrated with
a biblical knowledge of God and
his world.”
To equip its
nearly 500 students for discipleship, Calvin
Christian strives to make the entire
educational experience distinctively
Christian. “At Calvin Christian we
recognize that discipleship encompasses every area of life,” says Jim
De Young, development director.
“We seek to know God’s will and
serve him as we teach and learn
math or social studies, no less than
when we study the Scriptures or
encourage loving interaction on the
playground.”
That approach leads to an education that is both focused and broad.
The curriculum is characterized

by high academic standards with
emphasis on the mastery of reading, writing, and mathematics. But
breadth and integration of knowledge are also stressed, so interdisciplinary study, extracurricular activities, and instruction in art, music,
and physical education are included
in the educational
program.
Finally, equipping for discipleship also means
helping each student recognize
and develop his
or her individual
gifts and talents.
Calvin Christian
teachers strive to
understand the
learning styles and
needs of their students, then provide a variety
of effective educational strategies. In the elementary grades,
the challenge program enriches
the educational experience for
CCS students, while the learning resource program helps meet
the needs of students who have
difﬁculty learning. Independent
projects and experiential learning, including volunteer and
workplace opportunities, are key
ways that Calvin Christian High
School allows students to explore
individual interests and engage in
hands-on learning.

…striving
to make
the entire
educational
experience
distinctively
Christian.

‘I see God in you’
At St. Peter’s Elementary School,
we take trips to many different offsite locations for hands-on learning.
We serve as Salvation Army bell
ringers at the Mall of America, meal
packers at Feed My Starving Children as well as trips to Fort Snelling
and Emma Krumbee’s Apple Farm,
just to name a few. Another yearly
trip is to Camp Omega where we
spend a day this
year in God’s creation, focusing on
biology and growing closer to Him.
At the end of
the day the guide
asked our stu dents, “After all
you have experienced in God’s creation today, where
do you think you saw Him most
clearly?” Immediately, Ethan (4th
grade) piped up and said to the
guide, “I see God in you!”
This is a beautiful response to
an important question that illustrates what we teach and model
for our students at St. Peter’s Elementary School. Saint Paul tells
us in Romans Chapter 1 that since
the creation of the world, we have
seen God’s invisible qualities. Being
in nature gives us dedicated time
away to see Him more clearly. This
is incredibly important, however,
we work hard to equip our students
with eyes that see God, in the natural realm as well as at work inside
each person. God not only sent His

Son as an atoning sacriﬁce for the
world (John 3:16) but also chooses
humans to be Christ’s ambassadors
(2 Corinthians 5:20) to share that
message with the world.
At St. Peter ’s, we share the
Gospel daily with our students,
but we don’t stop there! We equip
them to share that Gospel with their
world as Christ’s ambassadors.
This begins with
our Christ-centered,
grace-based curriculum and teachers
in the classroom.
It also takes place
through service
events like serving
as Salvation Army
bell ringers or Feed
My Starving Children meal packers.
In addition to this, we provide
“missionary” training to help students know the Great Commission,
identify people in their life who do
not know Jesus as their Savior and
give them tools to actively engage
in evangelism, or the sharing of that
good news.
Why? Ultimately, each of those
individuals that these students
reach are meant to be Christ’s
ambassadors as well. When this
is happening…Christ’s ambassadors reaching people for Christ so
that they too become His ambassadors…more and more individuals will “see God in them” and be
drawn into a saving relationship
with Him!

…equipping
students to
share the
Gospel with
their world…

Give
your child
a whole
education

CHALLENGING
If students are going to “give of their best to
WKH0DVWHU´WKHLUHGXFDWLRQPXVWEH¿UVWUDWH
Dedicated teachers, a comprehensive curriculum,
ZHOOHTXLSSHGIDFLOLWLHV²WKHVHDUHWKHLQJUHGLHQWV
RITXDOLW\HGXFDWLRQDW&DOYLQ&KULVWLDQ6FKRRO

SUPPORTIVE
(DFKFKLOGRI*RGLVXQLTXHO\JLIWHGVR&DOYLQ
&KULVWLDQWHDFKHUVVWULYHWRXQGHUVWDQGLQGLYLGXDO
students’ needs and to address diverse learning
VW\OHV2XUEURDGDFDGHPLFSURJUDPLVGHVLJQHG
WRHGXFDWHWKHZKROHFKLOG

BIBLICAL
(YHU\LQFKRIWKLVZRUOGEHORQJVWR*RGVR
students should learn to live according to his
SXUSRVHVLQHYHU\DUHDRIWKHLUOLYHV7KHLQWHJUDWLRQ
RIDELEOLFDOZRUOGYLHZLVWKHKHDUWRIHGXFDWLRQDW&&6

&DOOWRGD\IRULQIRUPDWLRQRUWRDUUDQJHDYLVLW

K-8 campuses in
Edina and Blaine,
high school
campus in Fridley


ZZZFDOYLQFKULVWLDQRUJ
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North Heights Christian Academy

1200 Oakdale Ave.
West St. Paul, MN 55118
(651) 455-1521
www.stcroixlutheran.org

North Heights Christian Academy prepares students
to stand firm and live victorious in Christ by
building a foundation of faith, truth, knowledge and
wisdom through Christ-centered education. Our
program features an atmosphere which fosters, a
curriculum which reflects, and faculty who embrace
the living Word of God as the only infallible and
authoritative guide for belief and conduct.

St. Croix Lutheran is a Christian, college
preparatory school in West St. Paul, Minnesota.
St. Croix students come from across the United
States and eighteen countries worldwide. A
challenging curriculum combined with small
class sizes makes St. Croix an outstanding
value. Caring students and instructors offer an
experience with lifetime value. Est. 1958. MNSAA
Accredited.

Northside Christian School
804 131st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55434
(763) 755-3993
www.northsideconnection.org
Northside Christian School has been training
children of excellence since 1974. Our 5 core
values are: Academically Skilled, Word and Spirit
Equipped, Kingdom Motivated, Growing in
Relationships, Intentional Servants. We endeavor
to integrate faith and learning in every sphere
of life. Our passion is for every student to know
God personally and witness to Him in the North
Metro and the world.

Our Savior School
23290 Hwy 7
Excelsior, MN 55331
(952) 474-5181
www.oursaviorschool.org

Grades PK-12
■ Providing academic excellence in
an atmosphere of safety and love
■ Equipping and preparing
school-age children for the
purposes God has for them

St. Croix Lutheran Schools

2701 North Rice St
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 797-7934
www.nhcaonline.org

Our Savior School is a faith-based preschool
through 8th grade school serving the greater
Excelsior community for the last 35 years. We
offer a safe and secure environment where
children can thrive as they learn. We are
committed to excellence and view each child
as a special and unique gift of God. Nationally
accredited school.

St. Peter’s Elementary School
5421 France Ave. S.
Edina, MN 55410
952-927-8400
www.stpetersedina.org
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church & School provides
quality childcare, excellent elementary education
and lifelong learning for families and adults. Our
elementary school offers guaranteed individual
attention in a grace-based environment with a
65-year history of Christ-centered education.
Take a tour and you’ll be registered to win a
Kindle Fire. You’ll also receive a $50 discount off
the registration fee!

Woodcrest Baptist Academy
6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 571-6410
www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org
For more than 40 years, Woodcrest Baptist
Academy has been providing a well-rounded
Christian education to students in the Northern
suburbs. The teaching staff is comprised of Godly
teachers, many of whom have 20-30 years of
experience in Christian Education. Woodcrest
offers a traditional curriculum from 4-year-old
kindergarten through 12th grade.

Southwest Christian High School
1981 Bavaria Road
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 556-0040
www.swchs.org

2201 West 108th Street, Bloomington
952-884-3181

www.lifeacademymn.org
“For I know the plans I have for you…” Jeremiah 29:11

Woodcrest Baptist Academy
Training Students for more than 40 Years

Southwest Christian is a grade 9-12,
independent, interdenominational, college-prep
high school. Utilizing a discipleship model of
education, SWCHS helps students to think and
act biblically in their worldview. Southwest offers
AP and college-in-the school courses, superb
music and fine arts, leadership opportunities,
senior mission trip, discipleship groups, 20 varsity
sports, a vibrant student life and more.

Coon Rapids

Christian School

6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432

(763) 571-6410
Walk Worthy of the Lord

s Developing the Whole Child
(Luke 2:52)

s K-12 since 1977
s Individualized
Curriculum

s Abundant
K4 through 12 grade
K4 classes are full days on M, W, F
Kindergarten classes are full days M-F
Small class sizes & family-oriented environment
Traditional classroom education
Quality ﬁne arts education: choir, band, drama, individual
music lessons taught at the school
Athletic programs: soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball

Personalized
Attention

s Multi-Ethnic
Students

s District #11
Bussing

s Low Tuition
s Full-Day

Member of:
Minnesota Association of Christian Schools
American Association of Christian Schools

Kindergarten

Affordable Christian education
Tuition range is $3,950 - $4,205 per student

A ministry of Coon Rapids Baptist Church
11164 Hanson Blvd NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433
763-755-1278
www.CoonRapidsBaptist.org/crcs

www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org

CHINA
OUTREACH…
Continued from page 20
to local churches. Each September,
400-500 students attend a welcome
picnic co-sponsored by HCC, COM
and other organizations. About 100
volunteers are needed to make the
event a success.
Volunteering not only makes a
difference in the lives of Chinese
students; it affects the spiritual lives
of volunteers themselves.
“One of the biggest rewards for
me is seeing the churches that are
involved with us and the extra vitality that goes into those churches when they find an avenue for
their church members to share the
gospel with these Chinese,” Lindstrom said. “It just transforms their
church meetings.”
COM is a national organization
and has been operating on various
university campuses around the nation since the 1980s. COM saw its
national staff increase when the
economy went sour in 2008. Unemployed people took a new look at
ministry opportunities, and COM
provided funds to help start-up
ministries get grounded.
“From 2008 to right now, we’re
pretty much double what we were,”
Lindstrom said. “So that’s how God
used the downturn in the economy.”
The ministry now operates on
over 50 campuses.

For more information about
COM, visit www.comumn.org,
email com@umn.edu or call (651)
917-7241.
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LAWSUIT…
Continued from page 1
health insurance coverage that
includes contraception. While federal officials have slightly altered
the language of the law to accommodate churches and Christian organizations, the same has not been
done on behalf of business owners.
Jeremy Dys, senior counsel for
Liberty Institute believes the government should not punish business owners simply for living by
their religious beliefs.
“No American should be punished by his or her government for
simply living life as a person of faith
in public,” he said. “That’s why we
filed this lawsuit, because we’re asking the federal government to let
good businessmen like Doug Erickson conduct their business according to his faith and values. Every
American should be outraged that
their government would put good
businessmen like Doug in a position of violating his religious beliefs
and convictions or going out of
business.”
The lawsuit seeks to make the
contraceptive mandate ineffective
as applied to Erickson, so attorneys
filed a preliminary and permanent
injunction. The suit also seeks
plaintiff costs and attorney fees.
Erickson says his faith is critical
to how he operates his businesses.
“Probably the biggest thing is that
I’ve really come to understand that I
believe God owns everything, including
these businesses,” he said. “And I’m a
steward of what He has given me. When
we look at the significance of what’s
going on here, it’s like you choose who
you’re going to stand for, whether it’s
right in the eyes of the Lord to stand
up for life.”
The Health and Human Services
(HHS) Mandate, as the law has
become known, has come under
scrutiny as more businesses and organizations have filed suits against
the federal government. In January,
according to a report in Politico,
the Supreme Court ruled that the
government cannot force Little Sisters of the Poor to provide contraceptive coverage if it violates their
religious beliefs.
However, this case appears to
apply mainly to religious organizations and not necessarily to businesses.
Dys hopes the lawsuit encourages
more people to understand the

FREE

MILITARY RETREATS for
soldiers and their families
s 2EFRESHING
s 5PLIFTING
s )NSPIRATIONAL

Stewartville, MN
   s MIRACLELODGECOM

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

s .EW 2OOFS
s 2EROOFS
s -AINTENANCE 2EPAIRS

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net
Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

negative aspect of the law.
“More people,” Dys said, “when
they recognize an unjust law like
what Obamacare is and has become, are willing to be guys like
Doug Erickson to stand up and say,
‘Enough is enough. You cannot coerce me. You can’t put me in this
position of choosing between God
and government. That’s not just.
That’s not freedom.’”
Erickson said his employees respect his decision to file the lawsuit,
even if all of them do not agree
with everything he does.
Even though it may be difficult,
Erickson believes that sometimes in
life you have to take a stand.
“I hope that the message we’re
sending is a message that you have
to take a stand in life for things that
you believe in,” he said. “But there’s
risk. Hopefully my standing up
will give others courage to do the
same, because I think with enough
voice—enough people—then certainly our government will change.”

Place of Hope presents Empty Bowls
Four stages
with music &
entertainment

Sunday, March 30, 2014
Noon to 4 pm

Premium
bowls put
out hourly
Face-painting
& clowns

Calvary Community Church
St. Cloud, MN

Soup Feed Beneﬁt
and Silent Auction

Five soup
stations

Enjoy music all day, tasty soup from area restaurants
and choose a handmade bowl to take home as a
reminder that someone’s bowl is always empty…
Proceeds from this event help replenish
Tickets available at iTickets.com
$10 Individual ($12 at the door)
$30 Family

To read the lawsuit in its
entirety and to find out more
about Liberty Institute, visit www.
libertyinstitute.org.

Silent auction
features
unique pottery
wooden bowls and
valuable gift cards to
area restaurants and
businesses.

($32 at the door)

(2 adults and children 17 & under)

Place of Hope Ministries
ANNE’S MEALS FUND
providing over 7200 meals a month
to those who are hungry.

Can’t attend? Donate today at www.placeofhopeministries.org
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40 Days for Life campaign begins in Twin Cities
TWIN CITIES — Pro-Life Action
Ministries (PLAM) is organizing
the 40 Days for Life Twin Cities
campaign this spring as a “public
witness of our brokenness and
humility before God as we witness
to a dying world,” according to
organizers. The campaign begins
Sunday, March 5 and will run
through Sunday, April 15.
The national campaign began
in 2004 when a small pro-life
group was discouraged about
the number of abortions in the
Bryan/College Station, Texas
area. After praying about what
God would have them do, the
group believes He gave them
the 40 Days for Life campaign.
The idea soon gained life,

and the initiative began to grow,
if somewhat slowly. After a few
years, however, it caught on
as others around the country
heard about the effort—and it
went national in 2007. The campaign takes place twice a year:
in the spring during Lent and
during the fall.
Around the world, 251 communities in 11 countries will
participate in the vigil this
spring. Since the nationwide
event began, nearly 600,000 individuals and more than 16,000
churches have participated. According to PLAM, more than
7,500 lives have been saved from
abortion during the nationwide
campaign.

The organization is looking for
pastors to fill prayer slots during the
campaign, and PLAM encourages
people to contact them before going out to pray.
Pastor-led prayer will take
place from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. each day throughout the
campaign, and a Jericho March
will occur April 7 - April 13 starting at 5:30 p.m. each day.

For more information about
40 Days for Life Twin Cities, visit
www.40daysforlife.com/twincities or
call (651) 771-1500 ext. 211. For
more information about the national
40 Days for Life campaign, visit
www.40daysforlife.com.

Discover the full potential of your marriage!
by attending a

Give you
r
spouse t
he
g
ift of lov
March 22-23 | June 21-22
e!
Mount Olivet Conference Center in Farmington
Call 651.454.3238 to register
Visit www.marriages.org or call for a listing of retreats
Mention this ad and get $2500 OFF your registration fee

Kyle Lance Martin, right, looked to encourage a single father in the Minneapolis
Skyway System to turn to the Lord for guidance and direction in his life. The
conversation took place over two cups of hot chocolate.

REVIVE…
Continued from page 1
Slowly, the effort began to gain
momentum, especially as churches
worked together as one body.
Twin Cities
About two years ago, the Rev.
Tim Hatt, who is the kingdom expansion pastor at Hosanna Church
in Lakeville, and Sheri Richards,
who is the operations coordinator,
began to send people from their
church to Time to Revive events.
“One person came to Flint, then
another person to Asheville, and
then they started sending people
from their church to these cities as
mission trips,” Martin said.
When the invitation to come to
the Twin Cities was extended, Martin was hesitant because the metro
area is so large. But after prayer and
a visit to the Twin Cities on a scouting trip, they felt the Lord confirming the decision.
So in January, when organizers began to pray in earnest over seven days,
they asked God what they should do
with this effort. That’s when Martin
felt God urging the group to ask for
10,000 laborers, a large and somewhat
intimidating number.
Missions trip
When July 21 rolls around, those
involved with Revive Twin Cities will
start at 7:00 a.m. with an hour of prayer.
The location of the event is not yet confirmed, but Martin believes approval
from city officials should come soon.
After prayer, the laborers will
enjoy breakfast provided by Texas
Baptist Men.
The remainder of the morning
will be spent in the field.

“We’ll break up into teams of probably three or four,” Martin said. “Each
of them will have a map, and we’ll have
designated areas throughout the Twin
Cities that we will want them to go.”
Volunteers will ask people if they
can pray for them, which serves as
the initial contact. Every group will
also have a team leader to help direct their activities.
Regarding the evangelism effort,
Martin said all the volunteers need
is a Bible and a wristband.
“We just have the lost person read
the Scriptures,” he said. “That’s it.
That’s the key. When they read it
out loud, the Spirit just really begins to work in their life.”
Lunch is served around noon,
and then the group will go back out
into the community until dinner,
which will be served at 5:00 p.m.
After dinner, volunteers will enjoy
a time of worship—to become refreshed and energized so they can
do it again the next day.
Legacy
In addition to presenting the gospel to nonbelievers, Martin hopes
the evangelism effort helps ignite
local churches.
“I think the most powerful one …
aside from lost people coming to know
the Lord, going from death to life … all
these laborers they take this mentality,
this lifestyle back to their church and
it just breathes new life into the local
church,” he said.

For the next five months, Revive
Twin Cities will have training
sessions once a month at a local
church. For more information
about the training sessions and
other information, visit www.
revivetwincities.org.
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MAR 1 • SATURDAY
Power Tools Workshop: “The Power of the
Prophetic Word” with Betsy Lee & Kristi
Grainer speaking, 9am. Calvary Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley. $10-20 • (763) 231-2983, calvary.org/pray, prayerventures.org
Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church MidWinter Event with Dr. Dennis Ingolfsland
speaking, 10am. Emmaus Lutheran
Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington. Free • (952) 432-7490
MAR 3 • MONDAY
Terence E. & Faith L Fretheim Lecture
in Biblical Theology Series “Why the Old
Testament Must not Go Away” with Dr.
Walter Brueggemann speaking. Chapel
of the Incarnation, Olson Campus Center, Luther Seminary • luthersem.edu/
lectures/fretheim
MAR 5 • WEDNESDAY
Celebrate Recovery, Wednesdays ongoing, 6:30pm. Chapel Hill, 12691 Hanson
Blvd., Coon Rapids • (763) 273-3511
Calvary Lutheran Church presents live,
original dramatic portrayals, “Protected”
the story of Elisha’s servant, 5:30 &
7pm. 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (612) 29-1505
MAR 5-APR 15
40 Days for Life Twin Cities campaign,
Pro-Life Action Ministries • 40daysforlife.com
MAR 6 • THURSDAY
Liberty Classical Academy “Tour of Liberty,” 8am. Liberty’s Lower School Campus, 1660 North Birch Lake Ave., White
Bear Lake • libertyclassicalacademy.org
MAR 7 • FRIDAY
Minnesota Country Gospel Opry with
Harbingers Quartet, 7pm. Crowne Pointe
Church, 7121 Bloomington Ave. S, Richfield
• (612) 961-8812, krystalclearmusic.com
Exultate Festival Choir – St. John Passion,
7:30pm. Woodbury Lutheran Church,
7380 Afton Rd., Woodbury. $15-20 •
(651) 707-0727, exultate.org
MAR 7-8 • FRI-SAT
Set Apart, a faith-filled conference for
women with Dee Brestin & Angie Smith
speaking. University of Northwestern St.
Paul, Maranatha Hall, Totino Fine Arts Bldg,
3003 Snelling Ave. North, St. Paul • (651)
631-5151, setapartconference.com
MAR 7-9 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember
Marriage Getaway, 7pm. Marriott City
Center Hotel, downtown Mpls • (952)
435-1949, weekendtoremember.com
MAR 8 • SATURDAY
Freedom Weekend, Human Trafficking Conference, 9am. Berean Baptist
Church. $10 donation. By Trafficking
Justice • (952) 223-1813
Christian Songwriters Workshop, 2pm.
Frontier Fellowship, 1139 Payne Ave.,
St. Paul. By MN Association of Christian
Songwriters • macsmn.org
Exultate Festival Choir – St. John Passion,
7:30pm. Church of the Annunciation,
509 West 54th St., Mpls. $15-20 • (651)
707-0727, exultate.org
MAR 9 • SUNDAY
Exultate Festival Choir – St. John Passion, 3pm. Benson Great Hall, Bethel
University, 3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills.
$15-20 • (651) 707-0727, exultate.org
MAR 9-16
The Redeemed Christian Church of God,
City of Strong Tower Parish hosts 2014
Annual Solution Conference with Pastor Emmanuel Sola Olowokere, Bishop
Tayo Odunuga, Rev. Jackie Mccullough &
Pastor Ayo Oritsejafor speaking. Hebron
City, 697 13th Ave. NE, Mpls • (612)
874-7310, strongtowermn.org
MAR 10 • MONDAY
MN Christian Writers Guild Spring Seminar with Charlene Patterson speaking,
6:30pm Bethlehem Baptist Church. $70
members, $85 non-members & $40
full-time students • (952) 807-7795,
mnchristianwriters.com/seminar
MAR 10-11 • MON-TUE
Susan Draper White Lectures in Women’s
Studies with Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney speaking.

MAR 10-11 • MON-TUE (cont.)
United Theological Seminary, 3000 5th
St. NW, New Brighton • (651) 255-6138,
unitedseminary.edu
MAR 12 • WEDNESDAY
Calvary Lutheran Church presents live, original dramatic portrayals, “Invited” through
Jesus’ sacrifice we are all invited back
into paradise, 5:30 & 7pm. 7520 Golden
Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (612) 29-1505
MAR 13 • THURSDAY
Twin Cities Area Mission Professionals (TCAMP) meeting, 12noon, North
Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills •
transformmn.org/tcamp
Growing Through Loss “Finding God in
the Midst of Grief & Loss” 6:30-9pm.
Augustana Lutheran Church, 1400 South
Robert Street, W St. Paul. $3 donation
• (952) 890-0045, growingthroughloss@
gmail.com

MAR 20 • THURSDAY
Christian Singles Event, Revive Twin
Cities – Discipleship Training, 6:30pm
• www.meetup.com/Christian-SinglesMinneapolis-St-Paul
Comedy & Dessert night. New Hope
Church, 4225 Gettysburg Ave. N, New
Hope • (763) 536-3240
MAR 21-23 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife’s Weekend to Remember Marriage Getaway, 7pm. DoubleTree Hotel,
downtown Rochester • (952) 856-7390,
weekendtoremember.com
MAR 22 • SATURDAY
Great Commission Artists presents “Art
& Healing, Announcing Journey of the
Heart,” 9:30am-2:30pm. Richardson
Nature Center, 8737 East Bush Lake
Rd., Bloomington • greatcommissionartists.com
MAR 22-23 • SAT-SUN

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition
(JRLC) hosts Annual “Day on the Hill,”
State Capitol • jrlc.org

Marriage Encounter. Mount Olivet Conference Center, Farmington • (651)
454-3238, marriages.org

MAR 14 • FRIDAY

MAR 23 • SUNDAY

Christian Singles Event, Indoor ‘Drivein” Classic Movie Night, 6pm • http://
www.meetup.com/Christian-SinglesMinneapolis-St-Paul/

Hope Sunday Evening Concert Series
presents The Tune Jerks in concert,
5:15pm. Hope Christian Church, 4911
Hodgson Rd., Shoreview. $5-7 • (651)
486-6202, hopmn.com/Concert.htm

Praise Night, 8pm. Hebron City, 697
13th Ave. NE, Mpls • (612) 874-7310,
strongtowermn.org
MAR 14-16 • FRI-SUN
Rhema Impact Ministries presents 5th
Anniversary Celebration “My Year of
Grace” with Bishop Paul Nya speaking &
music by Jason Gray. Fri. & Sat. 7pm &
Sun. 10am. Fridley HS Auditorium, 6000
West Moore Lake Drive, Fridley • (651)
894-4316, rhemaimpactministries.org
MAR 15 • SATURDAY
2nd Annual Great Date Night with The Way
Praise Band & an interactive improv show,
6-9pm. Messiah United Methodist Church,
Plymouth. $10 • (763) 473-6968
An Evening with The Booth Brothers, Southern Gospel Concert, 6pm. Cedar Valley
Church, 8600 Bloomington Ave., Bloomington. $17-27. By Music for the Master •
(651) 638-6333, musicforthemaster.com
MAR 16 • SUNDAY

MAR 27 • THURSDAY

APR 2 • WEDNESDAY

Growing Through Loss “Grief & Loss – A
Family Affair” 6:30-9pm. Augustana Lutheran Church, 1400 South Robert Street,
W St. Paul. $3 donation • (952) 890-0045,
growingthroughloss@gmail.com

Calvary Lutheran Church presents live,
original dramatic portrayals, “Blameless” the story of Elizabeth & Zacharias,
5:30 & 7pm. 7520 Golden Valley Rd.,
Golden Valley • (612) 29-1505

An Evening with the Gaither Vocal Band. Bill
Gaither, David Phelps, Wes Hampton, Adam
Crabb. 7pm, Grace Church of Eden Prairie •
1-800-965-9324, premierproductions.com

APR 3 • THURSDAY

MAR 28 • FRIDAY
Christian Life School hosts 9th Annual
Auction Fundraiser, 5:30pm. 6300 212th
St. W, Farmington. $5 • (651) 463-4545,
christianlifeschool.o-rg
Christian Singles Event, Concert with
Joel Hanson, 8pm, The King’s Ranch
• www.meetup.com/Christian-SinglesMinneapolis-St-Paul
MAR 29 • SATURDAY
Building for Ministry Seminar, 8:30am.
The Comfort Inn, 3000 Harbor Lane N,
Plymouth. Free. By Vanman Architects
& Builders • (763) 541-9552, vanmancompanies.com/seminar

Facility Planning for the Next Generation,
a church building educational seminar.
Two identical sessions: 9am-1pm or
4-8pm. Station 19 All American Event
Center, 2001 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis • (651) 457-5993, faith-facilitiesfuture.com
Growing Through Loss “Connections:
Shattered Dreams/Finding Hope to
Dream Again” 6:30-9pm. Augustana
Lutheran Church, 1400 South Robert
Street, W St. Paul. $3 donation • (952)
890-0045, growingthroughloss@gmail.
com
APR 5 • SATURDAY

Christian Singles Event, Feed My Starving
Children, 6:30pm, Coon Rapids • meetup.
com/Christian-Singles-Minneapolis-St-Paul

M.O.M.S. 12th Annual Benefit Concert
& Silent Auction with MN Police Pipe
Band, Rich Larson, Clocks & Clouds,
Elgin Foster & The Pluralistic Society,
5:30pm. Faith Covenant Church, 12921
Nicollet Ave. South, Burnsville. $15-20
• (952) 890-5072, momsprogram.org

MAR 30 • SUNDAY

APR 11 • FRIDAY

Dan & Sandy Adler and the Heart of the
City Band in concert, 7pm, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, 1901 Portland Ave S.,
Minneapolis • (612) 874-0133

Empty Bowls, silent auction and soup
feed benefit, 12-4pm, Calvary Community
Church, St. Cloud. To benefit Place of
Hope Ministries Anne’s Meals Fund •
placeofhopeministries.org

Abortion Stories of Hope & Healing, for
those affected by the painful aftereffects
of Abortion, 6:30-10pm. Redeeming Love
Church, 2425 White Bear Ave., Maplewood • (651) 777-5200 x33

MAR 23-APR 20

MAR 31 • MONDAY

APR 26 • SATURDAY

The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art,
“Shine Out of Darkness” exhibit,
Oakridge Community Church, 610 County
Road 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

“Exploring Brokenness, Surrender &
Redemption with a Spiritual Practice of
Writing” workshop with Karen Hering
speaking, 9am-3:30pm. United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, 3000 5th
St. NW, New Brighton. $55, $20 students
• (651) 255-6138

Understanding the Times 2014 Conference with Dr. Erwin Lutzer, Pastor Skip
Heitzig, Anita Dittman & Eric Barger
speaking, 9am-5pm. Grace Church, 9301
Eden Prairie Road, Eden Prairie. Free
• (763) 559-4444, olivetreeviews.org

MAR 26 • WEDNESDAY
Calvar y Lutheran Church presents
live, original dramatic portrayals, “Redeemed” the miracle of grace & redemption, 5:30 & 7pm. 7520 Golden Valley
Rd., Golden Valley • (612) 29-1505

APR 1 • TUESDAY
MN Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL),
12th Annual Student Day. Capitol • (612)
825-6831, mccl.org

MAY 1 • THURSDAY
6th Annual Pastor’s Appreciation Lunch
with Rev. Dr. Robert Jeffress speaking,
10:30am. The Lafayette Club, Minnetonka. By AM 980 KKMS • (651) 405-8800

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

St. Peter’s School Open House Carnival,
11:30am. St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
5421 France Ave S, Edina • (952) 9278400, stpetersedina.org

We are small but ready to grow
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Christian Singles Event, Chocolate Tour of
Bed & Breakfasts, 2pm • www.meetup.
com/Christian-Singles-Minneapolis-St-Paul

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

MAR 18 • TUESDAY

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Twin Cities Creation Science Assoc.
“Science in the Bible” with Julie Vonvett
speaking, 7:30pm, University of Northwestern, 3003 North Snelling, Roseville,
Nazareth Hall • tccsa.tc
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Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath
Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

MAR 19 • WEDNESDAY
Calvary Lutheran Church presents live,
original dramatic portrayals, “Empowered” the story of Gideon, 5:30 & 7pm.
7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley
• (612) 29-1505
MAR 20 • THURSDAY
“Caring for Kids Struggling with Depression & Suicide” seminar with Dr.
Kevin Harrington, Tiger McLuen & Kari
Lyn Wampler speaking, 9am-12noon.
Bloomington. $45 • youthleadership.org
“Meet your Metaphor”: Penumbra Theatre Race Workshop with Sarah Bellamy
speaking, 9am-3pm. United Theological
Seminary of the Twin Cities, 3000 5th St.
NW, New Brighton. $55, $20 students
• (651) 255-6138
Growing Through Loss “When Grief & Depression Intersect” 6:30-9pm. Augustana
Lutheran Church, 1400 South Robert
Street, W St. Paul. $3 donation • (952) 8900045, growingthroughloss@gmail.com
Minnesota Association of Church Facility Managers. Constance Free Church,
Andover • macfm.org

ERIC — I started using as a teenager
and have tried almost every drug
there is. But meth was the one that
took hold of me, and for 16 years I
was living a life of crime, destroying
every relationship I had. Facing prison
time for my 8th felony charge, I asked
God to take control of my ruined life.
Nothing has been the same since.
Instead of prison, God brought me to
MnTC where I developed my relationship with Jesus. I have changed from
the inside out, and my family sees it.
I now work here as program staff, I
am enrolled in school,
and am blessed to do
ministry outreach in
the same jail I once
occupied.

MAR 21 • FRIDAY
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, opening reception for “Shine Out of Darkness”
exhibit, 5:30-7pm, Oakridge Community
Church, 610 County Road 5, Stillwater
• agapearts.net

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction?
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.
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Author wins awards
for children’s book

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.

Counseling Care

Attorneys

Professional Christian Counselors
)NDIVIDUAL &AMILY  -ARRIAGE #OUNSELING
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(763) 560-5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

-OST INSURANCES !CCEPTED

East Metro (651) 379-0444
South Metro (952) 892-8495
www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services

 7EDGWOOD 2OAD 3UITE 
-APLE 'ROVE -. 

Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP
Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
Most insurances accepted

GUTTER INSTALLATION

Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE
#HASKA s -APLE 'ROVE

-INNESOTA ,EAmESS 'UTTERS

WWWNORTHLANDCOUNSELINGUS

(952) 974-3999
3EAMLESS 'UTTERS
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Hassle-free Estimates

#HRISTIAN 2ECOVERY #OUNSELING
A C  NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

WWWMNLEAFLESSGUTTERSCOM
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Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.

(612) 221-0362

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay.
7E ALSO ACCEPT MANY INSURANCE PLANS

(763) 566-0088

JANITORIAL

WWWCHRISTIANRECOVERYCENTERORG

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com
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#ONSTRUCTION #LEAN UP
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7INDOW #LEANING
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(651) 587-9461

2OCKFORD
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Freedom Christian Counseling, LLC
Where Jesus gives hope, healing, and freedom!
 ST !VE . "ROOKLYN 0ARK -.

Call Dr. David Cotner – (763) 645-5314
WWWFREEDOMCHRISTIANCOUNSELINGCOM

DONATE YOUR CAR

AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faithbased ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities.

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.

HECTOR — Kathryn Dahlstrom’s fantasy novel “Children
of Angels” recently won the Silver Medal in the Juvenile/Young
Adult Fiction category at the 2013
Illumination Book Awards, which
spotlight Christian books. In 2013,
Dahlstrom also received Honorable
Mention in the Hollywood Book
Festival in the Spirituality category
and a Gold in the 2013 Moonbeam
Children’s Book Awards for the
Young Adult Fiction/Religion category.
Dahlstrom describes the story of
“Children of Angels” as “a young
teen, shocked to learn he’s part
angel, must battle evil forces out
to destroy him for proving that angels—and heaven—are real.”
“I was thrilled to have ‘Children
of Angels’ win one award,” said
Dahlstrom, via a media release. “To
have had it win three is overwhelming.”
For more information about Dahlstrom, visit www.kathryndahlstrom.
com.

per person in groups of 10 or more.
For more information, call (651)
638-6333 or visit www.musicforthemaster.com.

Seminar to address
church building
MINNEAPOLIS — Several organizations are sponsoring Faith, Facilities, Future: A church building
educational seminar on Thursday,
April 3 at the Station 19 All American Event Center in Minneapolis.
The seminar is designed to help
church leaders plan for the next
generation.
Sponsors include Station 19 Architects, Inc., Langer Construction,
Wells Fargo, and Hal Johnson and
Associates.
The seminar is divided into two
identical sessions, one in the morning and one in the afternoon.
Cost is $30 per person and $25
for each additional attendee.
For more information or to register, visit www.faith-facilities-future.
com or call (651) 457-5993.

Wednesday during the performances from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Cost
is $6 per person or $18 for a family.
For more information on the
events, visit www.calvary.org/lent.

Writer’s group to host
editor, hold seminar

Booth Brothers coming
to Bloomington

Church to hold
‘dramatic Lenten
portrayals’

BLOOMINGTON — The popular gospel group The Booth Brothers will perform in concert on
Saturday, March 15 at 6:00 p.m. at
Cedar Valley Church in Bloomington.
The group has already won numerous awards, including Trio of
the Year, Male Group of the Year,
Best Live Performer of the Year and
Song of the Year.
General admission tickets are
$22 per person; group rate is $17

GOLDEN VALLEY — Calvary
Lutheran Church in Golden Valley
will present “live, original dramatic
portrayals” Wednesday evenings
during Lent, March 5 – April 9. The
services are open to the public and
will be held at 5:30 p.m. and at 7:00
p.m.
The portrayals will include costumes, make-up, lighting and a full
production and depict angels in
the Bible.
Supper will be served each

MINNEAPOLIS — Charlene
Patterson, an editor at Bethany
House Publishers, will speak at the
Minnesota Christian Writers Guild
on Monday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m.
The monthly meetings take place at
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis.
Patterson will speak on the past,
present and future of Christian fiction, including current trends.
Membership in the Guild is $40
a year or $20 for full-time students.
However, first-time visitors may attend for free.
For more information, call (763)
315-1014 or email info@mnchristianwriters.com.
The group will also hold its spring
seminar “All About eBooks” with
David Sheets on Saturday, April 12,
at Bethlehem Baptist Church.
Sheets has worked for top publishers including Tyndale, Multnomah and Harvest House and is
currently the president of Jerry B.
Jenkins’ Christian Writers Guild.
He will cover marketing and trends
in the publishing industry with a
focus on eBooks and print on demand.
Seminar cost is $70 for members,
$85 for non-members and $40 for
full-time students.
For more information, visit www.
mnchristianwriters.com/seminar or contact Amy Lindberg at
hans1956@umn.edu.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOUSING FOR RENT

SERVICES

Tired of church as usual? Are you in church year
after year and not growing in your faith walk? Come
check out Alpha & Omega Ministries Bible Study,
Tuesdays, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Please call (763)
260-1089. Space is limited.

Cozy one BR, Lake St. Bus, McDonald’s, large
yard, off-street parking, carpeted, newly decorated,
laundry, $675. (612) 242-8167 or (612) 242-5475.

Trustworthy, thorough person to clean your home.
Call Michelle, (763) 571-4454.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization.
Donations are tax-deductible.

NOTICE
Classified ads to be discontinued in print
Beginning next month, with the change from a newspaper to
a magazine, classified ads will no longer be published in print.
However, classified ads will continue online. To place a classified
ad online, visit www.minnesota.christianexaminer.com and click on
“Classifieds.”

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Christian-value, green technology company
expanding. Seeks motivated work at home candidates. $500-1500 P.T. $2000-7000 F.T. Contact
for information and confidential interview. (800)
973-6182. www.ecobusiness.com/taz

EDUCATION

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Community Outreach Representative
Looking for a skilled individual to develop contacts in social services, referral agencies,
insurance companies and rule 25 assessors for the purpose of marketing Minnesota
Adult & Teen Challenge’s Men and Women’s Life Renewal Program. 4 year degree or
equivalent experience. Familiar with the Twin Cities metro area and/or local resident
preferred. Full-time, salary, $35-40K based on exp., PTO and beneﬁts available.

Licensed Alcohol & Drug Counselor (LADC
Seeking qualiﬁed individual to work in Rule 31 licensed residential treatment program.
Experienced individual will provide CD assessments, group session assistance & treatment plan review. Prior experience with the insurance claim process and DAANES –
strongly preferred. Must be BBHT licensed. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop
mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is
required. Looking for ON-CALL and some FT/PT employees.
· Long Term WOMEN’S Program: 1 FT, 1 PT position available
· Long Term MEN’S Program: 1 FT, 5 PT positions available

For complete up-to-date job, internship
and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE
New Queen Pillowtop set, $150 in plastic. Sheila
(763) 360-3829.

HELP WANTED
Experienced dog handler wanted for a south
metro family-owned daycare and boarding facility,
(612) 866-9663.
Cabinet Makers wanted for high-end, detailed
cabinet shop. Pay based on experience. Submit
resume to keith@woodworkscabinetry.com.

For rent: Great Upper Duplex. NE Mpls. Avail now.
Christian owner in lower. Spacious LR, DR, & kitchen.
2 Bedrooms, big closets. All utilities paid. Must
have good rent history & clean background check.
$1160/mo. Call Tracy (612) 788-3697 for more info.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Got talent? Then Alpha & Omega Ministries is
looking for you. Enhance your gift and talent with
us. We are seeking a volunteer team to build the
Kingdom of God, truly. If interested, please call
(763) 260-1089.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED-ROOM FOR RENT
MUSIC
Christian songwriters wanted. Beginners,
advanced, worship album, concerts, meetings.
macsmn.org.

Medical Missionary seeking private quarters in
a home to rent. Mary (651) 492-8215. Kaiser.
marylynn@gmail.com.

WEDDINGS
ROOMS FOR RENT
Blaine: Divorced 52-year-old Christian male needs
to rent bedroom in my house to another Christian.
$500 per month includes utilities, WiFi, shared
use of home. Possible garage space. Evenings
(763) 785-0054.

Getting hitched? Need a barn chapel? Pick your
partner, pick your package, pick your party. Perfect
for weddings, anniversaries, retreats. Barn, large
cabin, lodge, lakeshore. 47 miles west of Mpls. No
alcohol. (612) 483-7616.
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ForEver Friends
Fellowship releases
spring schedule
EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale
Church in Eden Prairie is host to
ForEver Friends Fellowship, a program of praise and worship of JRG
Ministries, Inc.—a ministry that
meets the spiritual needs of those
with disabilities. The spring session
begins March 6 and will conclude
May 1 with a Spring Banquet and
Celebration featuring Heidi Satterberg.
The ministry meets weekly on
Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. This
spring’s lineup includes numerous guests and artists, including
Lyndon Peterson, Higher Call, the
Gloryland Gospel Band and Betty
Rydell.
There is a $30 client registration
fee, which covers the cost of the
eight-week session and a $7 dinner
fee.
For more information on these
events, call (763) 420-4774 or visit
www.jrgministries.org.

Church to host annual
‘Great Date Night’
PLYMOUTH — Messiah United
Methodist Church will host its second annual Great Date Night on
Saturday, March 15 from 6:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. The event will include
a St. Patrick’s Day theme, hors

d’oeuvres and prizes.
The Way Praise Band will perform, and an interactive improv
show will feature Comedy Sportz.
Tickets are $10 per person, and
the event is open to everyone.
Childcare through fifth grade will
be available.
For more information or to
purchase a ticket, call (763) 4736968 or visit www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-great-date-night-tickets-10561476661.

Seminary to host
workshop on race
NEW BRIGHTON — United
Theological Seminary of the Twin
Cities will host the “Meet Your Metaphor: Penumbra Theatre Race Workshop” on Thursday, March 20 starting
at 9:00 a.m. The workshop will be led
by Sarah Bellamy, co-artistic director
at Penumbra Theatre.
The event is designed for religious leaders and others and will
provide “tools and insights about
how to continue the conversation in their church, workplace or
neighborhood setting,” according
to the seminary.
The registration fee is $55 for
adults and $20 for students.
For additional information on
the workshop and to register, visit
www.unitedseminary.edu/events/
raceworkshop.asp or call (651) 2556138.

Calvary Lutheran Church welcomes new pastor
GOLDEN VALLEY — Calvary
Lutheran Church in Golden Valley recently voted to welcome the
Rev. Jeff Krogstad as its new senior
pastor. Krogstad was previously associate pastor at Central Lutheran
Church in Elk River. The move
follows the retirement of the Rev.
Steve Dornbusch in 2013.
“We are so excited to introduce
Pastor Krogstad to our congregation and the community,” said John
Russo, church council president,
via a media release. “Pastor Krogstad has the passion and vision to
lead Calvary and its ministries into
a bright future.”
As senior pastor, Krogstad wants
to emphasize deeper discipleship
and “authentic Christ-centered
community life.”

“Jeff is passionate about following
Jesus and yearns to see the church grow
deep into God’s Word and wide into the
lives of people,” said Sharon Lindau,
co-chair of the committee assigned
to finding a new senior pastor. “This
is what the congregation of Calvary
Lutheran Church desires, and we are
thrilled we found someone committed
to this vision.”
Krogstad hopes people will be
transformed by Christ, and that
transformation will then lead them
to go out into the world and minister as Jesus did.
“I love seeing people, by the
power and leading of God’s Spirit,
experiencing true freedom and
gaining a vision for the Kingdom of
God,” Krogstad said, via the release.
“It transforms their lives.”

The BOOTH BROTHERS
in Concert

March 15, 2014, 6 p.m.
Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington, MN

For tickets, call: 651-638-6333
or visit: www.musicforthemaster.com
Artist’s Circle: $27 | General admission: $22
At the door: $27 | Group rate (10+): $17
(includes a $2 processing fee per ticket)

M.O.M.S. to hold
benefit concert
BURNSVILLE — Making Our
Moms Successful (M.O.M.S.), a
faith-based mentoring program
for single mothers, will hold its 12th
annual benefit concert and silent
auction on Saturday, April 5 at 5:30
p.m. The event will be held at Faith
Covenant Church in Burnsville.
Guests include the Minnesota
Police Pipe Band, Rich Larson,
Clocks and Clouds and others.
Tickets are $15 in advance or $20
at the door.
For more information, visit www.
momsprogram.org or call (952)
890-5072.

evangelism and discipleship event
scheduled for the Twin Cities in
July.
TCAMP is designed for pastors,
mission leaders, mission field workers and others interested in global
and cross cultural missions—and
is a program of Transform Minnesota.
The meetings are free and open
to the public. Organizers encourage attendees to bring their own
lunch; drinks and dessert will be
provided.
For more information, visit www.
transformmn.org/programs/
tcamp or call (612) 866-0462.

Office products focus of
facility meeting
Revive Twin Cities focus church
SAINT PAUL — The Minnesota
of next TCAMP meeting Association of Church Facility ManBLOOMINGTON — The Twin
Cities Area Mission Professionals
(TCAMP) will hold its next meeting on Thursday, March 13 at Evergreen Church in Bloomington
at noon. The meeting will focus on
Revive Twin Cities, an upcoming

agers (MACFM) will hold its next
monthly meeting on Thursday,
March 20 at S&T Office Products,
Inc. in St. Paul. This month’s meeting will focus on office and facility
products.
MACFM meets monthly for

fellowship, networking, professional development and resource
sharing. The membership is from
a broad spectrum of church facilities, from large campuses with
several staff members to small
congregations with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the
group and its monthly meetings,
visit www.macfm.org.

Disability ministry to
hold quarterly event
NEW HOPE — Walk Right In
Ministries will hold the Twin Cities
Disability Ministry Quarterly Connect Meeting on Tuesday, April 15
at 9:30 a.m. at New Hope Church
in New Hope.
The meetings are designed for
church leaders and those who serve
in disability ministries. Participants
will get a chance to network, share
ideas, and receive prayer support
and encouragement.
No RSVP is required.
For more information, email
lisa@walkrightin.org.
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Finally, God answered their prayer.
“When you talk to a person with
intellectual disabilities and you ask
them a question, how long does it take
for them to process the information,
and then when they speak what kind
[of words] do they use?” Larry believed
God asked him. “Do they use two- or
three-word sentences? Listen to the
structure of their sentence and what
speed they talk at. If you prepare your
ministry at that level, you’ll be able to
reach them.”

ity,” Larry said. “Because they express
themselves with grunts or groans or
screams that are inappropriate. Or they
didn’t look or smell right.”
Carolyn said if they didn’t specifically hear requests for them to leave
the church, they were made to feel
unwelcome.
“They heard comments like, ‘Why do
they let those kinds of people attend
church?’” Carolyn said. “They hear
that, and it’s a dagger in their heart
and their soul.”
Since many of them were wounded
by their church experiences and had
no desire to attend again, Larry and
Carolyn came up with an alternative.

New direction
With new insight and passion for
ministry to those with disabilities, the
Campbells moved to the Twin Cities
specifically to meet the needs. They became full-time missionaries to people
with disabilities in 2005.
Of the nearly 60 million people in
the U.S. with disabilities, the Campbells
believe 45 million of them never get
to go to church.
Using their contacts from their camp
ministry days, the Campbells began
to reach out to families in the Twin
Cities who had a family member with
disabilities. At one home, the mother
was making tea while Larry and Carolyn
talked with her adult daughter with
disabilities.
The mother was so astounded the
Campbells were holding a conversation with her daughter that she told
them: “I want you to come back again.
I’ve got some more parents with adult
children at home, and I want you to
meet [them].”
As they met more families with a
member who had disabilities, they kept
hearing similar stories.
“We were finding that these families
had been asked to leave their church
because of the person with the disabil-

Chapels
They began the Friend 2 Friend
Chapel at the New Brighton Community Center in New Brighton.
The site is neutral for those who
don’t want to step inside a church
again. Services are held the third
Tuesday of each month at 6:30
p.m., and there are opportunities
for people of all ages with disabilities and also their families.
“Our goal … is that people with
disabilities will be every part of the
service from beginning to end,”
Larry said.
That includes preaching, singing
and reading Scripture.
“As you watch them sing, you
are either singing to them or with
them,” Carolyn said. “Our goal is
not to entertain; it is to include.
When people feel they are singing with you, they come out of this
shell and they want to stand up
front and sing with you. We have
people who want to read Scripture,
but they can’t read. We don’t have
the microphone on us; we have the
microphone on them, and we assist them in reading one word at a
time to read the Word and that is
so empowering for them. It is for

DISABILITIES…
Continued from page 1
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anyone.”
Larry and Carolyn see their role as
facilitating, stepping in where needed.
The chapel is an important way
for people with disabilities to discover their gifts and use them in a
ministry setting.
“They gain confidence, respect,
you get to know who they are, what
they are like,” Carolyn said. “It
breaks down barriers. I think that’s
the blessing of God on it.”
In January, the Campbells began
a Friend 2 Friend Chapel at Summit
Church in St. Paul, a church that has
had a ministry to those with disabilities
for decades. The services are held every
Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m.
The chapel also provides opportunities for parents.
“It is a place for parents to find a
body of believers that when they can go
to church, there is a place for them,”
Carolyn said. “That’s essential for us
and our ministry, to minister to the
parents as well.”
Larry believes people with disabilities have many untapped gifts and that
society has yet to fully understand them.
“We really believe from the bottom
of our hearts that they are not mistakes;
that God made them on purpose,”
Larry said. “And that society has never
taken time to understand God’s purposes, God’s reasons for how God could
possibly use [them] to minister to us.”
In the end, the Campbells say the
chapels are about Jesus.
“In our chapels, we present Jesus
and a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, because they can have that,”
Carolyn said. “The Bible makes that
very clear that that’s what God wants
for all of us.”

For more information about
the Friend 2 Friend Chapels, visit
www.larryandcarolyn.com.

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certiﬁed Public Accountant
Tax Preparation

Accounting
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Serving the community since 1983

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning

U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

Group to hold annual
‘Day on the Hill’

purchase tickets, visit www.exultate.
org or call (651) 707-0727.

SAINT PAUL—The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)
will hold its annual “Day on the
Hill” on Thursday, March 13 at
the State Capitol. A brief program
at the RiverCentre in St. Paul will
precede the meeting at the Capitol.
The JRLC is a group of religious
organizations, including Christian,
Jewish and Muslim, which advocates for public policy solutions.
For more information about the
“Day on the Hill” event, visit www.
jrlc.org.

Pro-life group to hold
student day at Capitol

Conference to address
youth depression
BLOOMINGTON — Youth
Leadership will hold the three-hour
seminar “Caring for Kids Struggling with Depression and Suicide”
on Thursday, March 20 from 9:00
a.m. to noon at its headquarters in
Bloomington. Speakers include Dr.
Kevin Harrington, Tiger McLuen
and Kari Lyn Wampler.
The practical seminar will help
attendees “understand the dynamics of depression and suicide and
equip you with real tools to be proactive and helpful to teens and parents,” according to an announcement from the group.
Cost for the seminar is $45; scholarships are available.
For more information or to register, visit www.youthleadership.org.

Choir and Orchestra
to perform Bach’s ‘St.
John Passion’
WOODBURY — Exultate’s Festival Choir and Orchestra will perform J. S. Bach’s “St. John Passion”
in English on Friday, March 7 at
7:30 p.m. at Woodbury Lutheran
Church.
“In this reverent and poignant
work, Bach tells the crucifixion story from his very personal viewpoint
with incredible force and tenderness,” said an announcement from
organizers. “Join us as we gaze,
through music, at the suffering servant on the cross.”
General admission tickets are
$20; $15 for seniors and students
under 16.
For more information and to

SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL)
announced its 12th annual Student
Day at the Capitol on Tuesday,
April 1. The event is designed for
students in 7th – 12th grades and
gives them opportunities to learn
about right-to-life issues and meet
with state legislators.
The event is limited to 200 participants.
For more information or to register, visit www.mccl.org and click on
the “Events” section or call (612)
825-6831.

Seminary to hold
annual lecture series
NEW BRIGHTON — United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities will
host the annual Susan Draper White
Lectures in Women’s Studies March
10 and 11. This year’s speaker is the
Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney of The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
Gafney is an associate professor
of Hebrew and Old Testament and
is an ordained Episcopal priest.
The March 10 lecture, which is
free and open to the public, will
take place at the seminary at 7:30
p.m., and the March 11 lecture will
begin at 11:00 a.m.
For more information about the
lecture series, call (651) 255-6137.

Music will be highlight
for singles group
MINNETONKA — The Single
Christian Fellowship will hold its
monthly social on Friday, March
14 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka. This
month’s event will feature music
with Karen Meeker.
The monthly event will also include a potluck meal as well as volleyball and other games.
Those who attend are encouraged to bring a dish to share.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.
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Humanist group says school field trip to
church violated Establishment Clause
Christian Examiner staff report
GOLDEN VALLEY — The American
Humanist Association (AHA) and its
attorneys sent a letter last month to
administrators at the Robbinsdale
School District saying a recent field trip
to Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden
Valley violated the Establishment
Clause. Students visited the church
to participate in a Feed My Starving
Children (FMSC) packing event, where
volunteers prepared packaged meals to
send overseas to needy communities.

FMSC is a Christian organization committed to alleviating hunger around
the world.
According to the AHA, a family of
a student who attended the packing
event reported the visit to AHA officials.
The letter to district officials stated:
“By sending public school children
under your authority to a religious
environment—to work with a religious
organization that is on a religious
mission—is a violation of the First
Amendment principle of church-state
separation. The Supreme Court has

Latin American program
launched to strengthen
Christian leadership
Christian Examiner staff report
MINNEAPOLIS — Peace and
Hope International, a Christian human rights organization based in
Minneapolis, recently announced
an academic partnership with Nyack College in New York aimed at
leadership development in Latin
America. Church leaders, pastors
and ministry leaders will be able to
take certificate courses on topics
ranging from advocacy to integral
mission to pastoral care.
The courses will be administered through Nyack College and
Instituto Paz y Esperanza, Peace
and Hope International’s research,
training and education institute.
The first virtual certificate
course—“Advocacy for Children
and Adolescents in Latin America”—will receive official accreditation through Nyack College and
will be facilitated online by Instituto Paz y Esperanza and the Working
Together with Children and Youth
Movement, which is a coalition of
Christian ministries and NGOs in
Latin America.
“We are excited about piloting
our first training course on how
to advocate to improve children’s

lives, individually and systemically,”
said Colleen Beebe, co-director
of Peace and Hope International.
“The demand for the 16-week accredited course on child advocacy
in Latin America was so high we
had to expand registration from 25
to 38. The 38 students come from
12 countries, including Argentina,
Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Peru and Spain.”
Alfonso Wieland, co-director
of Peace and Hope International,
believes this new partnership will
also open up new opportunities for
Christian organizations to collaborate on encouraging advocacy and
social justice work.
The new online course is a continuation of the work of Peace and
Hope International and its child
advocacy efforts.
“We have joined together with
other organizations in Latin America to prevent violence against
children,” Beebe continued. “In
the U.S., we launched the ‘Free to
Thrive Campaign’ in 2012 to raise
awareness of and support for our
work to end violence against children. This project is part of that
important initiative.”

Thrivent Financial
issues neutrality policy
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — Thrivent Financial for Lutherans released a statement last month saying it will put
in place a neutrality policy to guide
outreach support and funding. The
move comes after a local chapter’s
decision to make a Planned Parenthood affiliate eligible for its Thrivent Choice program created controversy.
Thrivent Financial has more
than two million members in 1,300
chapters nationwide.
The programs impacted include
Thrivent Choice, Care Abounds
in Communities, Thrivent Action Teams, Thrivent Communities, Thrivent Gift Multiplier,
Thrivent Volunteers, Employee
Giving Campaign and the Thrivent Financial Foundation.
Prior to making the decision to
institute the neutrality police, the
organization conducted an organizational review. The changes,
according to a statement, “are designed to better reflect [Thrivent’s]
identity as a membership organization of Christians united in a common purpose to be wise with money
and live generously.”
The neutrality policy will go into

effect immediately and changes to
programs will occur over time.
The neutrality policy reads in
part: “Thrivent Financial is a membership organization of Christians
[emphasis in original] and works
with many different members who
hold a variety of—and at times divergent—views and beliefs. It respects the differences of its members and does not independently
or on behalf of its members, advisors or employees provide outreach
funding or support to organizations
and issues that distract, or have the
potential to distract, from its common purpose, which is to guide
its members and society to be wise
with money and live generously.”
The new policy will prohibit outreach support or funding for several
types of organizations, including organizations that primarily advocate
social or political positions or health
and human services issues, such as
organizations that deal with abortion,
sexual orientation or guns.
Thrivent believes the new policy
will “exclude a small number of organizations and issues that distract,
or have the potential to distract,
from the common purpose of Thrivent and its membership,” according to the statement.

made clear that the Establishment
Clause ‘erected a wall between church
and state’ which ‘must be kept high
and impregnable.’”
According to the Star Tribune,
school officials do not think the field
trip was unlawful.
Alliance Defending Freedom (AFA),
a legal group that advocates for religious liberty, sent its own letter to
district officials arguing that the trip
did not violate the law.
In its letter, J. Matthew Sharp and
Rory T. Gray of AFA wrote: “Public
schools may constitutionally work with
religious charities to provide food or
other secular goods and services to
impoverished children …. Courts have
consistently upheld instances where
schools cooperated with religious organizations … where they had a valid
educational purpose for doing so.”
The letter from the AHA to district
officials warned of a possible lawsuit
and “serves as official notice of these
constitutional violations and a demand
that the school terminate this and any
similar illegal activity immediately.”
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China Outreach begins 20th year of ministry at the U of M
By Sara Marie Spaulding
TWIN CITIES — Imagine taking your first step in a foreign land.
Imagine meeting your first Americans at the airport. Imagine those
Americans were Christians who
befriended you. Imagine your first
moments in a foreign land led you
to eternal salvation.
This is reality for many Chinese
students who have been impacted
by the ministry of China Outreach
Ministries (COM), a registered student group on the University of
Minnesota campus.
Pano Liao came to know God
when he came to the U of M in
2012 to pursue a Master’s degree in
International Education. Through
friends, Liao ended up at a free
Chinese American friendship dinner at COM.
“I was very surprised to see one of
my professors,” Liao said. “He was
delivering a speech at the friendship dinner.”
After hearing his professor talk
about cultural differences between
China and the U.S., Liao signed
up for a Bible study. He became a
Christian and is now a COM student officer.
“This organization is very helpful,” said Liao.
Besides Bible studies, friendship
dinners and social events, COM
provides Chinese students arriving
in the U.S. with the opportunity to
stay in an American home for several days while searching for housing.
Volunteer hosts or ministry staff
meet students at the airport and
guide them through their first days
in a new country.
“It provides them a unique opportunity to know American cul-

Students and their families take a tourist trip with China Outreach Ministries to discover Minnesota’s North Shore in Duluth.

ture,” Liao said. “Also the people
can share God and God’s gospel to
them.”
COM has several staff and a core
group of volunteers who have dedicated themselves to reaching the U
of M’s Chinese student population,
which has increased about 30 percent in the last decade.
“We have people who have hosted students for 20 years,” said Tom
Lindstrom, who has been on COM’s
campus staff with his wife Kathy for
16 years. “Initially we worked exclusively with graduate students and
visiting scholars.”
In the last seven or eight years,
the number of Chinese undergraduate applications to the U of M
has skyrocketed, according to Lindstrom. In 2000, there were nine
undergraduate applications made
to the U of M by Chinese students.
Ten years later, there were more
than 1,000. This year, about 500
Chinese graduate and undergraduate students will be added to U of
M classrooms. In fact, the U of M
ranks second in the nation for the

number of Chinese students.
Although numbers have grown,
the U of M has a long history of
hosting Chinese scholars.
“This is the 100th year that Chinese have been coming to the U of
M, though from around 1950 until
1979, China closed its doors and
did not allow its people to travel internationally for education,” Lindstrom said.
As COM begins its 20th year on
the U of M campus, it hopes to
keep providing Chinese students
with the opportunity to learn about
the Bible and accept Christ.
“The church movement in China
is growing among factory workers,
peasants and farmers but probably
not as quickly among more influential people in government, where
religious affiliation is frowned
upon and results in demotions and
outright firings,” Lindstrom said.
“And honestly, we sometimes get
access to some pretty influential
people. I was an English partner
for the man that greeted President
Bill Clinton when Clinton got off

the plane in Chengdu. There’s no
way you could get that access from
inside China.”
COM’s strategy is to welcome
new students as they arrive to Minnesota each summer, with the host
families playing a big role.
“That’s critical to our whole
strategy; hospitality from a Christian home usually opens the door
to other things,” Lindstrom said.
“Then we start inviting them to all
of our events. The more contact we
can have with them, the more trust
is built and then we are able to invite them to Bible studies, etc.”
Each summer, COM assists about
150 Chinese individuals and families with airport pickups and orientation to Minnesota, with around
50 of those students being hosted
in homes. Visiting scholars arrive
throughout the year. Students can
actually sign up for assistance on a
special newcomer website while still
in China planning their travels.
“They are relieved to be here and
to meet somebody that cares about
them,” Lindstrom said.
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In November, COM also offers
Chinese students the opportunity
to visit an American home for an
afternoon.
Lindstrom has also used his passion for cycling to help Chinese students. He repairs about 90 recycled
bicycles per year and sells them to
students for $25; a lock is included.
Bicycles are obtained through Mr.
Michael Recycles Bicycles shop,
which is owned by Christians who
are delighted to see their bikes used
as missionary tools on campus.
COM sees an average of 15-20
Chinese come to Christ each year
at the U of M, although there are
many other Christian influences on
campus. The Hospitality Center for
Chinese (HCC), located on the U
of M’s St. Paul campus, also serves
Chinese students. Many students attend events at both COM and HCC.
“COM enjoys a great working relationship with other ministries on
campus,” Lindstrom said.
The ministry also refers students
See CHINA OUTREACH, page 12

