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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Many of them 
are victims of domestic violence; 
the vast majority is homeless and 
fi nancially broke; and addiction 
to alcohol and prescription drugs 
is not uncommon. 

That’s a description of the typi-
cal women that come to Healing 
House seeking help, support and 
hope. The ministry sits under the 
umbrella of Metro Hope Recov-
ery Ministries, which also offers 
a men’s treatment and recovery 
program.

Recently, Healing House an-
nounced that it is transitioning 
into a facility designed solely for 

mothers with children and moth-
ers working to reunite with their 
children.

But the transition has not come 
without its challenges.

“We get $872 per month from 
Group Residential Housing [a 
county program] for a woman,” 
said Roger Arnold, executive 
director of Metro Hope, who re-
cently retired from the fi nancial 
services industry and began work-
ing with Healing House on Sept. 
1 of 2012. “We get nothing for the 
children, and we get nothing for 
the programming. So one child 
and one mother cost me all in 
[all] $3,000 per month roughly.”

Arnold has to make up the dif-

ference through private dona-
tions. 

Even though the new paradigm 
shift has come with fi nancial chal-
lenges, Arnold believes the new 
direction is where God wants the 
organization to go.

“We really felt that God said 
you need to move that way, and 
He will provide the rest,” Arnold 
said. “I don’t think we’re testing 
God at all; I think we’re following 
Him. We know we’re on the right 
track because giving is up, people 
wanting to come here and volun-
teer and be part of it is up, [and] 
people wanting to come through 

Offering hope
Healing House serves the ‘tragically underserved’

Children at Healing House have access to a variety of programs that help with educational needs and behavioral issues.

See HEALING, page 3 

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT BONIFACIUS — The 
leaders of the Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance (C&MA) recently 
approved the appointment of Dr. 
David Joel Wiggins as the next pres-
ident of Crown College. The ap-
proval was made after a unanimous 
vote by Crown’s board of trustees. 
Wiggins will begin his four-year 
term on July 1.

“On behalf of the executive com-
mittee, I offer sincere thanks to the 
Presidential Search Committee for 
their dedication, commitment and 
prayerful work over the past sev-
eral months,” said Don Berglund, 
Crown’s board chairman, via a 

Dr. David Joel Wiggins will assume the 
presidency of Crown College on July 1.

New president to be 
installed at Crown College

By Scott Noble

PLYMOUTH — Jan Markell’s 
paternal grandparents arrived on 
the Iron Range around the turn of 
the 20th century. They had fl ed the 
Russian Empire pogroms, which 
targeted the Jewish population 
over several decades. The pogroms 
in the late 1800s were referred to as 
the “storms in the negev,” a biblical 
term that means the south. 

Over the course of the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, thousands of Jews 
were killed and many had left for 
other countries—mostly the United 
States—as a result of the pogroms.

When Markell’s grandparents 
arrived in northern Minnesota, 
they joined hundreds of other Jew-
ish families who had recently emi-
grated to the area. Many, including 
Markell’s grandparents, arrived as 
merchants to serve the burgeoning 
mining industry, Markell said. Her 
grandparents eventually founded 
Feldman’s Department Store, 
which still exists in downtown 
Hibbing (although the name has 
changed).

Markell’s parents weren’t particu-
larly religious, even though her fa-

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — David Jer-
emiah was walking through an air-
port one day, something millions 
of people do every day. And he was 
“just watching the faces of people 
and realizing how downtrodden ev-
eryone looked,” he recalled. “And 
I thought how cool would it be to 
have a book that was face out in one 
of those bookstores that just said to 
everybody, ‘God loves you. He al-
ways has, and He always will’?” 

That impulse—that snippet of 
a thought that passed through his 
mind—ultimately resulted in a 
best-selling book by the same title 
and now a rally that has been held 
across the country.

The free event, titled “God Loves 
You: He Always Has—He Always 
Will” will arrive at the Target Cen-
ter in Minneapolis on Thursday, 
April 4 at 7:00 p.m. The rally will 

Dr. David Jeremiah will bring his ‘God 
Loves You’ event to Target Center on 
Thursday, April 4.

Popular radio teacher to 
speak at Target Center

The ‘Understanding the Times’ radio show can now be heard on 650 stations 
nationwide.

From the Iron Range to the airwaves
‘Understanding the Times’ 
radio show reaches thousands

See MARKELL, page 2 

include a worship time led by for-
mer Gaither Vocal Band member 
Marshall Hall and a message from 

See JEREMIAH, page 4 

See WIGGINS, page 5 

World
A dangerous message: 
Open Doors reveals 
Christ to the persecuted
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For more information about Olive 
Tree Ministries including the times 
and stations for the “Understanding 
the Times” radio show, visit www.
olivetreeviews.org.

The BOOTH BROTHERS in Concert

ther came out of an orthodox Jewish 
background and her mother had an 
evangelical Christian background. As a 
result, religion played little, if any, role 
in Markell’s life for the fi rst decade. 

The family eventually moved 
away from Hibbing to Duluth and 
ultimately to Minneapolis. 

Coming to faith
“When I was 10 or 11 living in 

northeast Minneapolis, neigh-
bors brought me to a little church 
to hear Dr. Hyman Appelman,” 
Markell recalled. “He was the 
Jewish Billy Graham evangelist, I 
suppose, of the 1940s, 1950s and 
1960s.” 

Appelman was born in Russia and 
trained in the Jewish faith. After the 
family moved to the United States, 
he converted to Christianity, a move 
that did not sit well with his family. He 
ultimately attended Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and 
became an evangelist, preaching the 
gospel all over the world.

“[Appelman] gave a message that 
day in this little Baptist church,” 

Markell said. “I don’t know that 
I even knew what he was talking 
about, but I just knew it was true 
and I needed to get saved and I 
needed to respond to his invitation 
to salvation—and I did.

“I just remember how penetrat-
ing his words were. For somebody 
who was not churched, for me 
to identify with what he’s talking 
about getting born again and all, 
it has to be the work of the Holy 
Spirit because it was too foreign to 
me. That kind of began my spiritual 
journey …”

When the family moved again—
this time to southwest Minneapo-
lis—Markell began to grow in her 
faith. She became involved with 
Lake Harriet Baptist Church, and 
“that’s where I was really ground-
ed,” she said. “That’s how I got 
stable in life.”

Both of Markell’s parents even-
tually came to Christ before they 
passed away.

Ministry call
In the early 1970s, Markell trav-

eled to Israel. When she returned, 
“Jews for Jesus was ministering at 
my church,” she remembered. That 
served as a one-two punch for her: 

just returning from Israel and run-
ning into Jews for Jesus. 

“I just knew God was calling me 
into ministry,” she said.

When she walked up to the man 
ministering in her church, she told 
him, “I think I’m supposed to be a 
part of your ministry.” 

His reply, according to Markell: 
“Well, come to New York this sum-
mer. We hand out two million gos-
pel tracts every summer in New 
York City. And we get shoved and 
pushed and punched and some-
times even beaten up.” 

That summer in 1979 minister-
ing in New York ultimately changed 
her life.

“That was my introduction to 
ministry,” she said.

Illness
If Markell thought the summer 

of 1979 working or Jews for Jesus 
was diffi cult, she would be extreme-
ly challenged by the next 20 years.

From 1979 to 2000, Markell suf-
fered with Chronic Fatigue Syn-
drome, which she chronicled in 
the devotional book “Waiting for a 
Miracle.” 

“You are chronically not just fa-
tigued … you are completely ex-

hausted,” she said. “You can’t lift 
a fi nger. It’s debilitating … totally 
debilitating. And millions of peo-
ple have it, and they were all told 
you’re depressed. Well, you get de-
pressed real fast because your life is 
ruined. Finally in 1987, they came 
out with a [diagnosis].”

Twenty-one years later, however, 
the disease was gone.

 “I did nothing different,” Markell 
said. “I believe God just sovereignly 
touched me. The next day I wasn’t 
tired; the next week I wasn’t tired; 
the next month I wasn’t tired. I’ve 
never had that fatigue since.”

Radio ministry
Around the time of her healing, 

Markell met Tom Marsland, who at 
the time was a popular local Chris-
tian radio host. She started to join 
him on the air occasionally, and 
he began to teach her the ropes of 
Christian talk radio. Marsland en-
couraged her to begin a radio pro-
gram of her own, and in 2001 “Un-
derstanding the Times” was born.

The program touches on current 
events and attempts to examine 
them with a Christian lens.

“I just think I’ve seen as an adult 
the need for … Christians … to un-
derstand why the world is spinning 
the way it is,” Markell said. “Why is 
it falling apart? Some of that has to 
do with end time issues, but even 
if you want to talk politics I think 
there’s end time issues involved in 
just everything.”

Larry Kutzler, who is Markell’s 
executive radio producer, said 
Markell “saw that the Bible was not 
being properly disseminated or 
properly preached, and there was 
so [many] missing holes in escha-
tology, end times …. The pulpits 
became … increasingly silent on 
the things that really mattered.”

Olive Tree Ministries, the um-

brella organization for Markell’s 
ministry, has now become a “radio-
driven ministry.” 

In 2004, “Understanding the Times” 
began to get syndicated and is currently 
on 650 stations nationwide.

Positive response
From the beginning, Markell noted, 

there was interest among her listeners 
in the topics she discussed. That hunger 
helped her to carry on after she initially 
received a fair amount of professional 
criticism from peers.

“The feedback [from listeners] 
was positive; I just had to shut these 
negative voices out,” she said.

Kutzler believes “Understanding 
the Times” is unique in its focus, 
and that’s also why it has taken off.

“[Listeners] will fi nd stories of cur-
rent events that they will fi nd in no 
other medium,” Kutzler said. “We sort 
of go behind the scenes with a biblical 
camera, taking snapshots of current 
events and applying it to the Bible. 
We’re trying to help people understand 
that the times we live in are signifi cant 
according to the Bible, prophecy and 
what God said would happen in the 
last days.”

The ministry also includes a yearly 
conference—to become twice a year 
starting in 2014. The “Understanding 
the Times” conference regularly draws 
5,000 to 7,000 people over two days 
and includes a variety of speakers who 
touch on current events from a biblical 
perspective.

Through everything Olive Tree 
Ministries does—radio, conferenc-
es, etc.—“We always honor Israel,” 
Markell said. 

MARKELL…
Continued from page 1
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on a tour to see if they want to sup-
port it is up.”

So is the number of women who 
want to become part of the pro-
gram. In January alone, more than 
80 women called Healing House 
inquiring about participation and 
the programs being offered.

“That tells us we’re the only fa-
cility around that does this long-
term, Christ-centered residential 
program for women with their 
children or the reunifi cation pro-
cess,” Arnold continued. “I say that 
a Christ-centered program is the 
only type of recovery program that 
cleanses the body, clears the mind, 
changes the heart and saves the 
soul.”

Program dynamics
The program is unique not just 

because of its Christ-centered fo-
cus but also because women are 
allowed to bring their children 
with them—something that is 
rarely allowed in other treatment 
and recovery programs.  

Healing House’s location, 
which is not publicized, offers 20 
spots for women and their chil-
dren to live during their recovery 
process, which can last for 12 
months. Arnold said that they will 
not ask anyone to leave when their 
12 months is completed, saying 
that one woman recently spent 
nearly 500 days at the facility. 

In addition to housing, the 
program includes three meals a 
day, clothing, toiletries and the 
chance to develop life skills. 

Dawn Roghair is Healing 
House’s family program director. 
She works with mothers and their 
children.

“We have a child development 
program and teachers that come 
in and teach birth through fi ve 
year olds,” she said. “We do social 
skills, educational skills, help with 
behavior concerns [and] help 
get them connected to services 
outside of here as needed.”

For the mothers, “We have a pro-
gram called the Family Program,” 
Roghair continued. “We have a 

parenting skills coach. I work with 
her on providing activities, out-
ings, crafts, playing outside, just 
a variety of things that a normal 
family would do to help teach the 
moms to do that.”

One of the biggest challenges 
for the mothers, Roghair said, 
is establishing boundaries for 
their kids. Many of the mothers 
have guilt when it comes to their 

children because they have been 
absent for so much of their lives. 
That guilt can sometimes reveal 
itself in loose boundaries and giv-
ing the kids everything they want.

Mary Gosse is considered the 
“mother” of the house, which in-
cludes “being loving, kind, warm 
[and] caring but also the discipli-
narian, the one that encourages 
them to toe the line and has to 
be the fi nal say when it comes to 
discipline.”

Gosse, whose offi cial title is 
director, believes one of the big-
gest challenges for the women in 
the program is that they are “so 
damaged. This is a matter of gen-
erational poverty, generational 
prostitution [and] generational 
addiction. It’s a lifelong journey 
of healing.” 

To reinforce this sentiment, 
Arnold recalled a story of a woman 
stuck in this generational cycle. 
The woman told Arnold: “I started 
smoking marijuana when I was 
four. [How is that possible?] It’s 
possible if you’re mother holds 
you down and blows smoke into 
your lungs until you learn to in-
hale. And the reason was because 
she thought I was hyper. [She] 
thought the weed would calm me 
down. I was on crack at 12 and 
heroin at 17.” 

Hope
With that kind of back story, 

the women who discover Heal-
ing House are looking for help, 
assistance and guidance, but ulti-
mately they are looking for hope.

Participants also enroll in Out of 
Bondage and Out of Egypt classes, 
“where they relate the Israelites 
coming out of Egypt and out of 
bondage to slavery to coming out 
of bondage to drugs, alcohol, 
addictions, etc.,” Roghair said. 

“Realizing that you are forgiven, 
that you are new, that you have this 
new life and the old life is gone 
and really focusing on the grace 
and forgiveness of that. Because 
they feel so guilty already.”

Speaking of this type of out-
reach, Gosse said, “This is defi -
nitely a front-line ministry. These 
are the least of these. [People who 
come through the door don’t 
have much hope.] But there is 
hope. Through the power of Jesus 
Christ, those generational curses 
can be broken. The children that 
are here can live a different life 
because of it.”

That’s also the message Arnold 
wants churches and individuals 
to see. 

“I want churches to know that 
we have a place for their hurting 
congregants or family members of 
their congregants and that we’re a 
viable, valuable mission that they 
can support from their missions 
groups within the church—right 
here in their backyard,” he said. 
“Once you see the facility, see who 
we serve, what we do, you’re going 
to be convicted that God’s people 
are hurting right here too.”

Many ministries and treatment 
centers use recidivism rates or 
success rates to determine the 
effectiveness of their programs. 
This can be a tricky scenario since 
numbers can be manipulated to 
mean almost anything. 

Arnold doesn’t like to use these 
benchmarks, instead saying that 
Healing House “exists to share 
the gospel with addicts.” In that, 
he said, their success rate is 100 
percent.

For more information about Heal-
ing House and Metro Hope Minis-
tries, visit www.metrohope.org. 

Healing House is unique in that it allows women who are seeking help and 
recovery to bring their children into the program.

HEALING…
Continued from page 1
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Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah is the founder of Turn-

ing Point Ministries and pastor 
of Shadow Mountain Community 
Church in California, which has 
more than 7,000 in attendance for 
weekly services.

One of the most popular Bible teach-
ers on the radio, Jeremiah is heard daily 
on more than 2,000 stations worldwide 
with his “Turning Point” broadcast. The 
broadcast airs locally six times each 
day Monday through Friday and seven 
times on weekends on KTIS AM 900, 
KKMS AM 980, KCFB 91.5 FM, and 
KJLY 104.5 FM.

He has also written more than 40 
books.

The concept of God’s love—His 
unconditional love—is one that 
may have fallen on hard times re-
cently. Jeremiah believes we can get 
so caught up in the daily grind of 
life that we often forget about it or 
don’t understand it completely or 
just maybe don’t have time for it.

But those aren’t the only reasons. 
“I think another reason that 

seems to have been pretty evident 
to me during the research on this 
book and the whole process is we 
have a tendency to measure God’s 
love by our love for one another,” 
he said. “The amazing thing about 
the love of God is  … that there’s 
nothing you can do to make God 
love you more than He does right 
now, and God will never love you 
more or less than He does right 
now. Because it has nothing to do 
with your performance; it has ev-
erything to do with His character 
and His will and His nature.”

When His unconditional love is 
understood and lived in, it creates 
freedom.

“We end up learning a lot about 
how to love others too,” Jeremiah 
said. “The Bible tells us that we’re to 
love others the way God loves us. How 
does He do that? He does that with 
an unconditional commitment to us. 
Isn’t that one of the things that seems 
to be so missing in our culture today? 
Nothing is unconditional. Everything 
has got conditions. When we have the 
freedom to know that we are loved 
without condition, it opens up the way 
for us to love others that way and also 
to love God that way.”

The book and the nationwide events 
are just part of the “God Loves You” 
campaign, which also includes a brace-
let that can be given to those who need 
to hear about God’s love.

“I just got a note today from a minis-
try in Cambodia where they gave these 
bracelets to girls who were trying to get 
out of [being victims of human traf-
fi cking],” Jeremiah said. “It’s amazing 
how desperately needed the message 
of God’s love is—not just in our culture 
but all over the world.”

Jeremiah and Turning Point 
Ministries used to conduct these 
types of events in churches; how-
ever, recently they started attracting 
so many people that they couldn’t 
fi nd churches large enough to hold 
them. The events are now held in 
sporting arenas across the country.

“We’ve just discovered that some-
thing wonderful happens when the 
people of God get together to celebrate 
who He is, to celebrate His Word and 
to celebrate one another,” he said. “I 
would do these every week if I had the 
energy and the money. I love doing 
them. They are just great.”

JEREMIAH…
Continued from page 1

Tickets are free to the April 4 rally, 
which starts at 7:00 p.m. at Target 
Center, but they must be reserved 
by visiting www.davidjeremiah.org 
and clicking on “Rallies.”  
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A camp of the Christian and Missionary Alliance

(218) 426-3389
www.bigsandycamp.com

Touching hearts and changing lives for 50+ 
years, Big Sandy Camp offers camp sessions 
for kids entering 2nd grade through high 
school. Open year round for retreats, reunions 
and conferences for groups up to 300 guests.McGregor, MN

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction? 
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

KIM — Most of my life was complete 
chaos. Dysfunction was all I knew and 
drugs became a way for me to escape 
the pain. Thirteen years of drug addic-
tion caused great pain and took me 
from my friends and my home. Some-
thing had to change, or I would soon 
be dead. While at my weakest point, 
God used a faithful friend to lead 
me to MnTC. Here I encountered 
the unfailing love of Jesus that has 
restored me to the person I am today. 
I discovered that through Him there 
is freedom and joy that I never knew 
existed. After complet-
ing an internship at 
MnTC, I now work full 
time and plan to go 
into ministry.

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Scott and Vicki 
Price had heard about the Joni and 
Friends Family Camp for several 
years. But the family of six adopted 
children had a diffi cult time mak-
ing camp dates fi t their calendar. 

Scott remembers his friends tell-
ing him, “It’s awesome, it’s amaz-
ing, and you have to go.”

Finally in 2009, the family was 
able to attend the camp, which is 
located near Detroit Lakes, Minn.

The camp is designed for fami-
lies and their children with disabili-
ties. Parents get an opportunity to 
attend Bible classes while their 
children enjoy a variety of activi-
ties, including swimming, adaptive 
water-skiing, tubing, climbing and 
a host of others. Short-term mis-
sionaries make special trips to the 
family camp in order to accompany 
the kids throughout their camp ex-
perience. 

Ultimately, the retreat is designed 
to give families rest and relaxation 
and also strength for returning to 
life outside of camp.   

After hearing his friends tell him 
how he needed to go to the camp, 
Scott now says, “It was awesome, 
and it was amazing, and now I’m 
telling everybody you have to go.”

For Scott and his family, the free-
dom experienced at the camp is 
one of its main attractions.

“The biggest benefi t for us is 
when we go to camp there is a free-
dom on two levels,” he said. “One is 
we don’t have to hide our faith be-

cause it’s a Christian camp. And we 
don’t have to hide the disabilities 
either or feel like we should hide 
the disabilities.”

That freedom also plays itself out 
through the comfort provided by 
the staff and other families. 

“Someone will hear either one 
of my children or somebody else 
where they are acting out,” he con-
tinued. “People will look because 
they are concerned, but then they’ll 
look and see who that person is and 
they’ll realize, ‘Oh, that’s Joe,’ and 
then they’ll go back to what they 
were doing. They won’t get all wor-
ried and freaked out. Everybody is 
really comfortable in letting their 
kids and adults be who they are.”

Scott’s experience at camp for 
the fi rst two years led to his involve-
ment with the ministry on a profes-
sional level. 

“I was talking to one of the Board 
members, and I said, ‘Is there a way 
I can get involved with the minis-
try?’” he recalled. “Because I had 
been on other non-profi t boards in 
the disability world, but it was secu-
lar organizations. I just decided it 
was time for me to get into a Chris-
tian organization that was working 
with disability.”

Joni and Friends is a national 
ministry founded by Joni Eareck-
son Tada. Its mission is to spread 
the gospel to those with disabili-
ties and their families. It uses Luke 
14 as a mandate for what it does: 
“Invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind and you will be 
blessed … make them come in so 

Joni and Friends holds retreat for families with disabilities
my house will be full.” 

The ministry has local offi ces 
across the country, including Joni 
and Friends Minneapolis, which is 
under the leadership of Judy Clark. 

Disability awareness and training 
are at the heart of Joni and Friends, 
and one of the ways it accomplishes 
this is by the Through the Roof ini-
tiative.

“The primary focus [of Through 
the Roof] is for us to meet with 
churches and wherever they are at 
with disability ministry and encour-
age them to start it or grow it or 
provide resources or whatever it is,” 
Scott said. 

While every church most likely has 
congregants with disabilities, Scott be-
lieves many of them fail to act to meet 
those needs because of fear.

“They’re just afraid that they 
are going to do something wrong 
or this person talks differently or 
acts differently or they’re deaf or 
they’re blind,” he said. “They have 
no idea how to interact with [peo-
ple with disabilities]. So because of 
their fears, they don’t do anything.”

Nevertheless, Joni and Friends—

and other disability ministries—be-
lieve churches can overcome that 
fear by taking small steps—starting 
with awareness.

“Just be aware that there are 
people in your midst with disabili-
ties,” Scott said. “I like to use this 
analogy. I call it the red car. If you 
drive a red car, now every car on the 
road is a red car because you drive 
one. But if you don’t drive a red car, 
you don’t see them. It’s the same 
way when you go into a church. If 
you’re not looking for people with 
disabilities, you could miss them.”

Scott believes there are “invisible 
families” at every church, families 
where the mother comes to the early 
service alone followed by the husband 
who comes to a later service. The rea-
son? Because the family has a special 
needs child at home who needs care 
during that time, and mom or dad 
needs to be with him or her.

When Scott has a chance to 
talk with churches and individuals 
about starting a disability ministry, 
he tells them they fi rst need to re-
alize that those with disabilities are 
just people.

“They talk differently, they act dif-
ferently, but on the inside they are just 
people,” he said. “The best thing they 
can do is to ask honest questions. Be 
a little vulnerable. Do one thing at a 
time. Don’t try to do it all.” 

On Friday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m., 
local pianist Mary Beth Carlson 
and other musicians will put on 
Sounds of Praise 2013 in an effort 
to support the ministry of Joni and 
Friends Minneapolis. The concert 
has become an annual event, at-
tracting several well-known Chris-
tian artists.

This year, the lineup includes 
gospel performer Tonia Hughes, 
former NFL player and recording 
artist Ben Utecht and folk singer 
and storyteller Jack Pearson.

The concert is free and will be 
held at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church in Bloomington. 

media release. “Not only did they 
have numerous on-campus meet-
ings, but they also came together 
regularly in prayer for the Lord’s 
guidance throughout the process. 
It was through this deep commit-
ment and prayer that the search 
team identifi ed the two names to 
bring forward to the executive com-
mittee. Having started with a pool 
of more than 60 people who were 
interested in this position, this was 
no easy task.”

Wiggins will arrive on campus 
with a broad array of experience 
in higher education, ministry and 

WIGGINS…
Continued from page 1

business. He has doctorate degrees 
in communications and ministry 
and served in the C&MA for 16 
years, mostly as a senior pastor. 

Wiggins’ business experience in-
cludes working with a nonprofi t or-
ganization that helps support high-
tech start-ups, eventually becoming 
its executive director in 2000. He 
was also the founder of the Aus-
tin (Texas) Christian Executives, 
a group that included church and 
business leaders.

He also taught undergraduate 
and graduate courses at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin and in the 
LeTourneau University MBA exten-
sion program.

Wiggins and his wife, Kathy, are 
both graduates of Crown College.

For more information about Joni 
and Friends Minneapolis, visit www.
joniandfriends.org/minneapolis. For 
more information about Sounds of 
Praise, call (952) 933-7777.
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Some of the stories are just heart-
breaking. The people involved lit-
erally had no—or little—chance of 
fi nding success in their lives. One 
young girl started smoking marijua-
na at the age of four. How did she 
do that, you may ask? Her mother 
held her down and blew smoke into 
her lungs, hoping the effects would 
calm her down. Several years later, 
the young girl was on crack and 
heroin.

I heard similar stories about 
women and girls during my recent 
trip to Healing House (you can 
fi nd the article on page 1), which 
is a residential treatment facility for 
women and their children. Healing 
House is under the organizational 
umbrella of Metro Hope Ministries, 
which also offers a men’s treatment 
facility. 

The stories I heard that day made 
me realize—again—how fortunate 
many of us are. Thankfully, few of 
us ever had to deal with a mother 
who intentionally tried to get us 

high when we were a toddler. Or 
had to grow up in a household 
where generational poverty was 
the norm, with no idea how to es-
cape it. Or grew up in a household 
where generational prostitution 
was viewed as “normal.”

No, mercifully most of us didn’t 
experience those life setbacks. We 
didn’t begin life several steps be-
hind starting line. 

Yet for these women—and every-
one else—there is hope.

If the gospel is about anything, it 
is about hope and restoration. 

The Apostle Paul’s life always in-
spires me. Here was a man who did 
enjoy a good upbringing and was 
thought of highly among his peers. 
So highly, in fact, that he was a ma-
jor force behind the persecution of 
Christians, these new Christ follow-
ers who some thought threatened 
the reigning religious landscape.

His hands were stained with the 
blood of murdered Christians, yet 
he ultimately found Christ—or 

Christ found him—and his life was 
redeemed. He went on to spread 
the message of those he tried to 
kill: the message of hope, redemp-
tion and healing. And he was large-
ly responsible, along with the Holy 
Spirit, with spreading this new-
found faith across the Middle East 
and parts of Africa and Europe—
and beyond.

A life redeemed, indeed.
Similar stories play out each day 

across the world of people fi nding 
hope through a church, ministry, 
friend or a direct intervention from 
God. The details may vary, but the 
essential characteristics are the 
same. 

Who could have imagined look-
ing at Paul that one day he would 
become a leader in the “sect” that 
he once targeted? How about the 
kids who grow up in homes where 
generational poverty, addiction 
and prostitution are the norm? Few 
people give them a chance either.

Yet many of them fi nd a way 

out—in the here and now and for 
eternity.

Many years back the term “pre-
believers” became popular among 
some missions-minded people and 
those involved with evangelism. 
They felt it took the negative con-
notation out of “unbeliever” or 

“unsaved” and spoke to the hope-
fulness that they would eventually 
fi nd Christ.

As believers, instead of seeing 
someone as an addict or as some-
one beholden to negative forces, 
maybe we should see them as pre-
healed, someone who has yet to 
hear of the love, healing and re-
demption of Christ. 

Then we can take it upon our-
selves to be the one to share that 
gift with them, either individually, 
through our church or through a 
ministry like Healing House. Think 
of the impact upon those hurting 
this could have? 

So the next time someone looks 
at you with desperation written 
on their face and says, “You mean 
there is hope?,” you can reply, 
“There sure is. Let me show you.”

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news, 
opinion and contest giveaways.

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Sam Helgerson

You mean there is hope?

Sympathizing with “deviants” 
is not being soft on crime; it 
is the gospel.

The gospel is for the miserable
I love the storyline of “Les Mis-

erables.” The “good guy” is a thief 
who gets out of prison and breaks 
his parole, becoming a fugitive. 
The story revolves around his trying 
to fulfi ll a promise to a prostitute 
while being pursued by a “bad guy,” 
who isn’t actually that bad of a guy.

He is a good cop, dedicated to 
upholding the law and justice. This, 
I think, is what makes the story so 
interesting. His unwavering resolve 
to fi nd the fugitive would be viewed 
as a virtue in many stories.

But because the author, Victor Hugo, 
tells the story from the perspective of 
the fugitive, we understand the reasons 
he became a thief and fugitive, and 
we believe that he has really changed. 
Consequently, the cop’s unwillingness 
to show mercy comes off as obstinate 
and closed-minded.

Hugo makes lucid the idea that 

criminals are often regular people 
who made their bad choices in a dif-
ferent context than most people make 
their own bad choices. While Hugo’s 
nineteenth-century novel illustrates 
how societal context contributes to 
deviancy in a way many can understand 
and sympathize with, many modern 
conservatives take the opposite stance.

As Ronald Reagan famously 
said, “We must reject the idea that 
each time a law’s broken, society is 

guilty rather than the law breaker. 
It’s time to restore the American 
precept that each individual is ac-
countable for his actions.”

This has become a mantra for 
many on the Right who castigate 
anyone they perceive to be sympa-
thizing with “deviants” as having a 
postmodernist sense of morality or 
as being “soft on crime.”

But Hugo’s argument wasn’t new. 
Not even close. Two thousand years ago, 
Jesus defended a prostitute from the 
religious conservatives of his day, equat-
ing her sins with theirs. The Pharisees 
were, like the cop, the “moral” ones 
in the story, yet they took the role of 
the “bad guys.”

The Apostle Paul wrote that he 
was the worst of sinners, despite 
being “righteous according to the 
law.” Not the prostitutes. Not the 
criminals. Not heathens or any of 
society’s deviants. Paul. Raised in a 
good family. Taught the scriptures 
from a young age. An upstanding 
citizen. The worst of sinners.

Two thousand years later, evangeli-
cal Christians are some of the fi ercest 
opponents of any legislation that they 

perceive to be soft on crime. Like the 
cop in Les Mis, they value justice and 
consequences for people who commit 
crimes, not mercy.

There are, thankfully, some 
amazing exceptions.

The Right on Crime Coalition 
is made up of prominent conser-
vatives who recognize that this un-
Christlike approach to crime has 
resulted in a drastic expansion of 
government as millions of people 
are brought under government 
control (via prison and parole), a 
continued degradation of the fam-
ily as parents are separated from 
their children and greater depen-
dency on government when people 
are unable to fi nd work because of 
a lifelong criminal record.

Minnesota Adult and Teen Chal-
lenge (MnTC) has become a giant 
in the Minnesota addiction treat-
ment fi eld. Rather than portray 
drug addicts as deviant monsters 
that “good people” should fear, 

addicts are given the Good News: 
“You are no worse than anyone 
else. There are people who love 
you. God loves you. You might not 
believe it, but there is hope.”

MnTC has also helped the rest of the 
Christian community to have a more 
biblical view of people who struggle 
with addiction and crime. Many of 
our churches host the choir, and we 
hear residents’ testimonies. We hear 
of the terrible childhoods, personal 
tragedies, and—yes—bad choices that 
led to their addictions. But we also see 
and are helped to believe that people 
can change.

Throwing away keys may satisfy 
a lust for justice, but both of these 
organizations recognize that there 
are human beings in those cells 
and families on the outside strug-
gling to survive. And they recognize 
that Jesus’ approach to dealing with 
these people is much more effec-
tive for reducing crime than that of 
the Department of Corrections.

Sympathizing with “deviants” is not 
being soft on crime; it is the gospel. 
Such sympathy should be easy to evoke 
because, whether it is manifested as 
pride, prostitution, self-righteousness 
or crime, we are all “The Miserable” 
from birth. Any variation thereafter 
is a product of either society or grace, 
neither of which is our own doing.

Zach Psick is a freelance writer 
who enjoys studying and discussing 
theology and politics in his leisure 
time. 

I’ve had a few opportunities 
lately to think back on some of the 
turning points of my life. One of 
them came when I was somewhere 
between nine and 12 years old. My 
maternal grandfather was my hero, 
a book-loving railroad man who was 
also a man of God. I remember say-
ing to him, “Pa, when I get to your 
age, I want to be just like you.”

What happened next is a source 
of amazement to me. Instead of 
being distracted by the fl attery or 
poo-pooing me, he looked me in 
the eye and said simply, “Then start 
now. Don’t wait, because you’re not 
going to just wake up one day and 
be the kind of person you want to 
be. You have to start being that per-
son right now while you are young, 

or you’ll miss it.”
I will always be grateful that I took 

that advice, and it has been one of 
the ways that God worked His grace 
in my life. But, to invoke my usual 

disclaimer, don’t hear what I’m not 
saying: I am by no means perfect; I 
have not attained my fi nal goal.

Leadership guru Peter Drucker 
wrote of the importance of living 
intentionally in the second half of life 
and never giving up the pursuit. He 
told the story of living every day after 
he turned 50 as though it was the fi rst 
day of the second half of his life. He 
was a Christian, and he believed that 
his attitude helped him to avoid giving 
up on life and thinking he was too old 
to make a difference.  

He continued to work and teach 
well into his 90s, and his attitude 
aligns with the words of the psalm-
ist: “teach me to number my days, 
that I might gain a heart of wis-
dom” (Psalm 90:12).

In all likelihood, I’m into the 
second half of my own life. When I 
fi rst started teaching, I approached 
it with the hope of infl uencing the 
shape of culture 40 years in the 
future. When I started teaching, I 
had some hope of seeing that future. 
Those days are fading, and I look 
toward the future and a genera-
tion that I may never see this side 
of glory, if the Lord tarries. That 
doesn’t change my responsibility to 
respond to God’s call.

I think it is interesting all the places 
that the grace of God appears. My 
grandfather spoke humility and wis-
dom into the life of a starry-eyed kid 
and changed the course of my life. That 
same grandfather didn’t come to know 
the Lord until he was, almost exactly, my 

current age. He nurtured faithfulness 
in me and helped me think about the 
road ahead. I will always be grateful.

The question I ask myself from 
time to time is this: Would the nine-
year-old kid that I was respect the 
man that I have become? I hope so. 
But the kid that I was planted the 
seed for the most important ques-
tion: Is the man I have become 
pleasing to God? I am grateful be-
yond words for the grace He has 
poured into my life.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

The best advice I ever took

Zach Psick

DONATE YOUR CAR
By donating your car, in any condition, you can make a difference…

Free towing. Same day pickup.
Call for more info: 612-296-5242

Cars for Compassion

— TAX DEDUCTIBLE —
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The highly popular and contro-
versial phone app, Snapchat, has 
given us the power to take control 
of our digital self. We can now send 
images of ourselves that will vanish 
in 10 seconds once they’ve been 
viewed. (Great, an app that erases 
us on purpose.)

According to Evan Spiegel, Snap-
chat’s cofounder, “There is real val-
ue in sharing moments that don’t 
live forever.” 

Really? We can send people 
10-second snapshots of “real value” 
with absolutely no consequences? 
Yeah, right—and Chuck Norris can 
strangle a guy with a cell phone.

Of course, we don’t need a phone 
app to experience “snapshots” of 
people. It happens every day. Like 
when a lady lets you go in line in 
front of her. (Click.) Or when you 
watch a gentleman retrieve a gro-
cery cart in a parking lot, one he 
hadn’t even used, and he returns it 
to the cart rack. (Click.) Or when a 
friend says to you, “I’m sorry. Will 
you forgive me?” (Click.)

See what I mean? People can 
send 10-second snapshots of real 
value, all right, and the conse-
quences can be life changing, if we 
let them.

To be honest, my favorite snap-
shots usually have a telephoto zoom 
lens on humility—even if it’s only 

for 10 seconds. Why are they so ap-
pealing to me? I like rare photos. 
These unusual shots are so uncom-
mon that it may be the reason why 
Cotton Mather called humility “the 
contrary grace.” Even so, I’d very 
much like to see more.

Perhaps we should ask God to 
download a humility app on our 
heart. (Oh, how silly. Can’t we just 
read a how-to-be-humble book 
and start doing humble-looking 
things?)

To download, we’ll need to look 
at Matthew 11:29: “Learn from 
me,” said Jesus. 

OK, so in order to send great 
snapshots of humility, we’ve got to 
learn from the meek and lowly one, 
the Lamb that died for us in order 
that He may live His life in us. 

When we start to put aside our 
selfi sh self and let Jesus be all, it’s 

paparazzi time. Photo ops abound 
when the Spirit of the slain Lamb 
is evident in us. I rather like how 
F. B. Meyer put it, “The only hope 
of a decreasing self is an increasing 
Christ.” The less of us in the frame, 
the stronger the image will be.

“Learn from me,” said Jesus, “for 
I am gentle” (Matthew 11:29).

Well, that makes sense. Humil-
ity will make us gentle, but with … 
whom? Oh, oh, great shots must in-
clude others in our pictures? Gee, 
I guess my beloved family vacation 
pictures do include my family.

True humility (the very life of 
Christ in us) will make us gentle in 
seemingly insignifi cant, unguarded 
moments of relating to people. Re-
gardless of how uncomfortable it 
may be, our tender words of raw 
honesty to them will offer suffi cient 
proof that our humility before God 

is real. 
The odd thing about humility is 

that it wants nothing more than to 
turn everyone’s attention toward 
the Lamb, so He can receive all the 
glory. Sure, most fascinating photo-
graphs pick up stark contrasts, but 
they do it in such a way that is kind 
and gentle to the eye—a clear sign 
of the Lamb who did not seek to 
please himself or His own honor.

“Learn from me,” said Jesus, “for 
I am gentle and lowly in heart” 
(Matthew 11:29).

Frankly, I think that sometimes 
posed shots look too … posed. 
Some of the most stunning por-
traits of humility happen when the 
subject isn’t looking at us at all. 
They’re focusing their attention 
on something unseen, something 

beyond us. It’s then that we fi nd 
ourselves in situations that are com-
pletely out of our control, and—to 
boot—we get misinterpreted and 
misrepresented, too.

Instead of shooting straight on, 
what if we altered our perspective 
and shot from a different angle? If 
we crouch and look up at the chal-
lenge from a “lowly” approach, our 
chances of capturing a bit of heav-
en in the background seem greater. 
I’m just guessing here, but perhaps 
God’s mega-wide-angle lens will 
look at our lowly hearts as proof 
that we’re serious about fully expe-
riencing our union with the risen 
Lamb that was slain.

We have the technology to keep 
sending and erasing 10-second digital 
snapshots and make our life one big 
scrapbook of ourselves. Whoopee. Or 
we can delight in snapshots of humility 
knowing that they manifest the beauti-
ful presence of the Lamb.

Hey, if Chuck Norris can squeeze 
orange juice out of a lemon, cer-
tainly low angle shots will make life 
much more interesting. And you 
thought a humility app that erases 
us on purpose was silly.

G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assis-
tant professor of Biblical Studies 
at Bethel University. She blogs at 
www.askdrglow.com. 

Snapshots of humility

It’s the one season of the 
church year many would rather 
forget: The gloomy season of 
Lent. But why so glum, chum? 

For those of us who grew up on 
the East Coast or in large cities 
like Chicago or Los Angeles, we 
don’t need a sleepy groundhog to 
tell us whether or not spring will 
soon be here. If you know how to 
read the signs, there is no shortage 
of hints: besides spring-training 
reports from baseball teams in 
Florida and Arizona, there are 
supermarket signs proclaiming 
“Seafood for Lent.”

The signs refer to the Christian 
practice of fasting and/or abstain-
ing from certain foods in the ap-
proximately six weeks preceding 
Holy Week. While most of us associ-
ate Lent with Catholicism, the ob-
servance is not limited to Catholics: 
Anglicans and Lutherans observe 
Lent at the same time as Catholics, 
and while the Orthodox Great Lent 
begins and ends on different days, 
there is a signifi cant overlap.

Regardless of the details, the 
message is the same: as worship-
pers are told on Ash Wednesday, 
which marks the start of Lent, 
“Remember that thou art dust, 

and to dust thou shalt return.”
If that sounds gloomy to you, 

you’re probably missing the 
point. About a lot of things.

While the word “Lent” — 
which comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word “lengten,” meaning 
“spring” — does not appear in 
Scripture, the observance of 
Lent goes back a long way in 
Christian history. In 339 A.D., 
the bishop of Alexandria (and 
theologian extraordinaire) Atha-
nasius described a fast that be-
gan 40 days prior to Holy Week 
as being the custom throughout 
the Christian world. The 40 days 
duration was derived from the 
period of time Jesus fasted in 

the wilderness at the start of His 
public ministry.

For new Christians, these 40 
days served as preparation for 
their baptism at Easter, fi gura-
tively and literally the time dur-
ing which they passed from dark-
ness to light, from death to life. 
For the already-baptized, it was a 
time of self-examination and re-
commitment.

All this talk of self-examina-
tion and recommitment sounds 
“oppressive” and “gloomy” to 
contemporary minds, including 
those belonging to Christians. 
For most moderns “the central 
goal of life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself.”

Religion is expected to further 

this goal. What sociologist Chris-
tian Smith dubbed “moralistic 
therapeutic deism” has no room 
for the kind of self-examination 
and sacrifi ce that is at the heart 
of Lenten observance. The God 
of “moralistic therapeutic de-
ism” demands nothing more 
than that people be nice and fair 
to one another. And if they’re 
not, well, no big deal.

Lent tells a very different story 
about a very different kind of 
God who saved very different 
kinds of people. These people 
didn’t need to feel good about 
themselves — they needed to 
be made good. To that end, 
God sent His only Son, born of 
a woman, to live the life we were 

intended to live but couldn’t.
During Lent, Christians, as 

a friend of mine once put it, 
“rehearse — in the most basic 
meaning of that word — the 
story of our salvation, starting 
with the Fall and culminating 
in Good Friday.” And in this 
rehearsal, “a consistent picture 
of God emerges: the God who 
takes the initiative in reconciling 
us to Himself.”

Lent is only “gloomy” if you 
think that being reconciled 
to God is “gloomy.” It’s only 
“gloomy” if you think that we are 
so wonderful that reconciliation 
didn’t cost God all that much.

If you know better, than per-
haps it’s time to pass the fi sh. 
And by the way, there are a num-
ber of other things you can do 
to observe Lent. Please come 
to BreakPoint.org, click on this 
commentary, and look under 
“Further Reading and Informa-
tion.”

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metax-
as is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a 
radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

Marking the not-so-gloomy season of Lent

Eric Metaxas

G.J. Wiese

True humility . . . will make 
us gentle in seemingly 
insignifi cant, unguarded 
moments of relating to people. 

Lent tells a very different story 
about a very different kind of 
God who saved very different 
kinds of people. 
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A Christian woman in Bangladesh sheds tears during prayer time. The woman, 
part of the persecuted church worldwide, is assisted by Open Doors International.

A dangerous message
Open Doors reveals Christ to the 
persecuted church worldwide
By Lori Arnold

Steve Ridgway was still a fairly 
new Christian when he read a 
book that opened up the door to 
a world of missions he never real-
ized existed.

“It helped to form my world-
view,” he said. “It shifted my 
paradigm to understand that 
(through) Colossians 1:27 —  
“Christ in you is the hope of glo-
ry”—that I wasn’t confi ned to an 
organization, to four walls, but 
because of God’s spirit, wherever 
I went, my life could matter and 
make a difference.”

The book, “God’s Smuggler” by 
author Brother Andrew, not only 
shaped Ridgway’s worldview, but 
it also shaped Open Doors USA, 

the organization Ridgway is now 
guiding while its board searches 
for a new national leader.

Founded 58 years ago by Broth-
er Andrew, the ministry sup-
ports members of the persecuted 
church and compiles a well-re-
spected top 50 World Watch List 
featuring countries considered 
the most egregious offenders of 
religious freedom. 

“That list is very extensive,” 
Ridgway said. “There’s a lot of 
work that goes into it.”

The list is used by millions of 
Christians who pray for the perse-
cuted church and by offi cials with 
the U.S. State Department, which 
monitors religious and civil rights 
violations across the globe.

The National Religious Broad-

casters will honor the ministry on 
March 5 with a Milestone Award 
marking its 50-plus years of con-
tinuous ministry in Christian 
outreach. The presentation will be 
made in Nashville during the NRB’s 
70th annual convention.

Ridgway said Brother Andrew, 
who is still actively preaching 
the gospel at almost 85 years old, 
wasn’t seeking accolades or a 
large ministry when he took his 
fi rst mission trip to Eastern Eu-
rope in 1955.  

“The wonderful thing about 
Brother Andrew (is) this isn’t 
what he wanted,” the interim 
CEO said. “He was just a guy un-
derstanding that Christ in him 
was the hope of glory. He didn’t 
need an organization. He didn’t 
need four walls. He didn’t need a 
staff to go do what he did. He just 
went because he was obedient 
to Jesus. What fl owed from this, 
from the telling of the stories, 
is all what you see today. He is a 
humble man who is fi ercely loyal 
to Jesus.”

Today, Open Doors has two or-
ganizations, both based in Orange 
County, Calif.: the international 
ministry that serves as the hands 
and feet to the persecuted church 
and the USA division, which sup-
ports the work of the international 
unit. Led by Jeff Taylor, the inter-
national organization maintains a 
staff of eight. Unlike many national 
ministries that disperse funding 
to their international arms, Open 
Doors’ budget goes directly to the 
international division, which oper-
ates 21 bases worldwide. 

“They disperse it to the projects 
that we are involved with through-
out the world,” Ridgway said. 
“They really sift this out. They 
pray through it. They really have 
hands on in all the countries of 
the world where we are involved.”

Here at home
Ridgway’s USA team numbers 42. 

Their focus is to supply Bibles and 
Christian literature, train Christian 
leaders, facilitate social/economic 
projects and encourage prayer for 
suffering believers. 

“What we are trying to do here in 
the U.S. is to engage the American 
church because we have not done 
a good job of that. We want to take 
what we believe is a treasure to 
them. It’s their (spiritual) family 
that they know nothing about, that 
they don’t know exists.”

“We are in the hardest places in 
the world,” Ridgway said. “We are a 
presence-driven ministry. We know 
where the persecuted are. We know 
how to be with them. We know what 
they need, how to get to them and 

how to help them to stay. 
“We are not a rescue organiza-

tion. We are not a religious freedom 
organization. We are not a relief 
organization. We love everyone 
who does those things because they 
do it well. What we do well is how 
to be with them and to help them 
stay to be the beauty of Christ, the 
church, in those hard and hostile 
places.”

The interim director said one 
of the most diffi cult things for the 
American church to understand is 
why Open Doors works to support 
the persecuted where they serve 
instead of trying to relocate them 
to safer ground.

“That’s a very different message 
to the Western world because the 
Western world looks and says ‘they 
are suffering; let’s go rescue them 
and get them out of there,’” he said.

Relying on Jesus alone
In the nearly six decades of 

service to the worldwide church, 
however, Brother Andrew and his 
partners have discovered that it 
is in the midst of such suffering 
when the presence of Jesus is of-
ten the most sweet and strongest. 

“Why is it that the churches in 
those places are thriving? They 
are not just surviving. They are 
thriving,” Ridgway said. “It’s be-
cause they’ve discovered that Je-
sus truly is enough. 

“In the West, unfortunately, 
most men would opt out for their 
temporal safety and forego their 
eternal security. That’s the differ-
ence in how the church is thriv-
ing in places like Syria and Iran 
and Indonesia and China and 
North Korea.”

Although Christians are thriv-
ing, most of the time they are not 
visible since they hide their wor-
ship for fear of arrest or death.

“You won’t see the box church-
es … they will be underground, 
they will be in alleyways, they will 
be in the forest, they will be in a 
house, they will be singing songs, 
mouthing their words but no 
noise will come from their lips,” 
the ministry leader said. “The 
tears will be pouring down their 
eyes because they have connected 
with Jesus in a way we could only 

hope for. Yet it is possible here.”
At the same time, ministry of-

fi cials go to great lengths to try 
to minimize the risk to those they 
serve. They do so by maintaining 
a fi rm grasp of the culture and po-
litical landscapes in the countries 
they serve. 

“We are not cavalier in what we 
do,” Ridgway said. “We are very 
wise. We have good people on the 
ground. The gospel is a danger-
ous message. It’s an unsafe mes-
sage. So where is it most power-
ful? In unsafe places.” 

A bold remnant
Ridgway points to Syria, where 

a civil war has proved problem-
atic for Christians who have been 
the target of Islamists who seek 
to purge the country of non-
Muslims. The United Nations es-
timates that 70,000 people have 
been killed in the war, and thou-
sands of Christian believers have 
fl ed to Lebanon and Jordon.

“But there is a remnant that 
is strong and growing,” he said. 
“The fi rst three days of every 
month prior to the war they met 
and prayed and fasted that God 
would break the church and build 
the church, that they would be a 
church of disciples and evange-
lism and they would be a church 
that grows. They did not know it 
would take a war.

“Now they meet three days a 
week to pray and fast because 
that’s where the work is done. 
Muslims are coming to faith in 
Christ. People are courageous 
and bold and are standing toe to 
toe with their ‘enemies’ and lov-
ing them for Christ and seeing 
them drop their weapons.”

Ridgway emphasized that his 
mission in educating America’s 
churches is not one centered in 
guilt. 

“It’s not a story of sadness. It’s 
not a story of tragedy,” he said. 
“It’s a story of triumph. The rea-
son it’s a story of triumph is be-
cause Jesus is always the hero of 
those stories.

For more information, visit www.
odusa.org.
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By Scott Noble

ROSEVILLE — At 68 years 
of age, Paul Anderson wants to 
keep doing ministry for another 
30 years. Not just any ministry, 
however, but reaching out to 
young people and giving them 
permission to pursue their God-
given destiny.

Anderson spent 25 years in the 
pastorate in California before 
coming back to Minnesota to be-
come the director of Lutheran 
Renewal in the mid 1990s. The 
para-church organization holds 
conferences and seminars fo-
cused on the role and power of 
the Holy Spirit.

About halfway through his ten-
ure at Lutheran Renewal, Ander-
son told the board that what he 
really wanted to do was work with 
young adults, something the or-
ganization couldn’t provide.

However, that was not the end 
of it.

One of Anderson’s six children 

returned from Iraq around that 
time, and “God had done a number 
of him,” Anderson recalled. As a re-
sult, Anderson’s son, Israel, started 
a guy’s group and invited his father 
to join them.

“I just loved it,” Anderson 
said after visiting the group. “I 
loved what was happening in his 
heart.”

Things were also beginning to 
move behind the scenes.

Anderson was at the time part 
of a group called Apostles of the 
City. They were meeting at his 
house one night. 

During their time together, 
two people “that night indepen-
dent of one another just spoke 
words of our future and said this 
place is going to be full of young 
adults, just like L’Abri,” Ander-
son recalled. “We knew some-
thing would happen sooner or 
later.”

So when Anderson asked one 
of his other sons to inquire about 
a girl’s group that was meeting 

Group helps young people seek out their God-given destiny
and see if they would be inter-
ested in joining with the guy’s 
group Israel had started, the new 
youth gathering was born.

“We did it at our home,” An-
derson said of the group that 
started in 2005. “I have started 
different things [in my life]… 
but this felt different. It had an 
organic nature to it … It’s got a 
life of its own, and it doesn’t mat-
ter whether we’re there or not.” 

Soon the group adopted the 
name of Communitas, which 
means “community forged out 
of suffering.” The name derives 
from an anthropologist who stud-
ied rites of passage among young 
boys in Africa and saw how they 
stuck together and built strong 
relationships and camaraderie.

Communitas meets at the An-
derson’s home in Roseville on 
Tuesdays evenings from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and includes 
prayer, worship and a message. 
Newcomers are always welcome, 
Anderson said. 

What makes Communitas 
unique is its focus on sharing 

power.
“There are several things that 

I’ve found myself saying that I’d 
never said as a pastor,” Ander-
son said. “I said it right from the 
start. I said whatever I do, you 
do. I’d never said that as a pastor. 
When I said it, I meant it. They 
do whatever I do. They teach, 
they preach, they lead, they do 
worship leading. I probably lead 
worship maybe three times a year 
or so, because why should I do 
it? I’m 68. Why should I preach 
if I can release them? And it 
changed my view of leadership.”

At heart, Anderson is a vi-
sionary. The author of “Dare to 
Dream,” he wants to talk with 
young people about their dreams 
and how they can fulfi ll them.

“I would rather walk somebody 
into their dream than tell them 
what my dream is,” he said. “I would 
rather release people. It’s the dif-
ference between an empowered 
leader and an empowering leader. 
I look at these young adults, and 
I want to know what their dreams 
are. I live for that.” 

Anderson offi cially stepped 
down from Lutheran Renewal 
in October of 2012. Since then, 
Communitas has seen its atten-
dance nearly double. 

“One night we had 140 [peo-
ple],” he said. “The next week we 
had 150. They are in our base-
ment. We added on to our house 
about three years ago, so that we 
could make room for [them].” 

The gatherings are “lively, it’s 
heart-felt, it’s real,” Anderson 
said. “It’ not put on.”

And it’s something Anderson 
hopes to invest in for the rest of 
his life.  

Looking back on his life and 
ministry, Anderson feels blessed.

“I’m very grateful that I’m do-
ing what I’m doing,” he said. “I 
feel God’s pleasure. I feel His 
favor on my life. I don’t deserve 
any of it. I’m beside myself of-
ten.”

For more information about Com-
munitas, visit www.communitasmn.
com. 

Christian Examiner staff report

SAINT PAUL — A recent article 
in the “Mennonite World Review” 
noted that Woodland Hills Church 
in St. Paul, led by the Rev. Greg 
Boyd, is considering affi liating with 
the Mennonite Church USA or the 
Brethren in Christ. 

According to the article, au-
thored by Kelli Yoder, the church 
began the yearlong exploration 
process last May.

Woodland Hills was planted 
by Boyd and Paul Mitton in 1992 
in Woodbury, according to the 
church’s website. Converge World-
wide—previously the Baptist Gen-
eral Conference—was part of the 
church’s planting; however, Boyd 
told the journal, “It hasn’t been a 
bad fi t; it just hasn’t been any fi t.”

For many years, Boyd was a theol-
ogy professor at Bethel University 
as well as pastor of Woodland Hills 
before leaving Bethel to devote his 

Mega-church considering new 
denominational affi liation
Woodland Hills 
Church contemplates 
Mennonite association

efforts exclusively to the pastorate.
Boyd, who was a former colum-

nist for the Minnesota Christian Ex-
aminer, has also seen his fair share 
of criticism over the years, includ-
ing for his Open Theist views. Also, 
in 2004, leading up to the elections, 
Boyd felt called to preach a series—
“The Cross and the Sword”—which 
“contrasted the Kingdom of God 
with the Kingdom of the World,” 
according to the website. 

The series created a fair amount 
of backlash within the church, and 
some 1,000 people left, which cre-
ated a variety of challenges—in-
cluding fi nancial ones. However, 
the series also helped the church to 
better defi ne its mission.

Woodland Hills continues to dis-
cuss and ask questions related to its 
potential new affi liation, and lead-
ers said, according to Yoder, they 
would make a fi nal decision on any 
move when they no longer have any 
questions. 

For more information about 
Woodland Hills Church, visit www.
whchurch.org.
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Concordia Academy High 
School held its annual Vision4Life 
service program on February 12-14. 
The event focused on self-discovery 
and character development. During 
the three-day event, students par-
ticipated in seminars to learn what 
it means to be a man or woman of 
God, and they also volunteered 
at nonprofit sites throughout the 
metro.  

Students reflected on the powerful 
lessons from this year’s seminar day.  

Senior Kari Kaltoff noted, “You 
can’t live the life you’re meant to 
live if you don’t know who you are. 
Faith gives life purpose.”

Grace Clemens, a freshman at 
CA, commented, “The small-group 
discussions after the speakers were 
great. The idea that God doesn’t 
keep score was huge for me.”

Clemens particularly loved the 
service-learning day at an elemen-
tary school in Minneapolis. 

“The kids were so excited to see 
us there, “ she said. “By working 
with them, we showed them what 
a Christian looks like and what it 
looks like to serve God.”

While the service-learning day 
was hard work, the benefits were 
many.  Kari Kaltoff, who volun-
teered at Habitat for Humanity, re-
ported learning how to install lami-
nate floors, while others painted, 
sanded, and installed and patched 

National award-winning 
service program at 
Concordia Academy

drywall. 
“It was hard, but we could do 

it,” said Kaltoff.
Teacher Kurt Vallin, who also

volunteered at Habitat for Human-
ity, said, “The students do things 
they don’t realize they can do and
those things are of huge value to 
someone else. They learn how to 
work together by communicating 
and by asking for help from one 
another and from the site leader.”

Concordia Academy is a Chris-
tian, grades 9 – 12, high school
serving the Twin Cities metro area.  
Located in Roseville, Concordia
Academy provides purposeful 
learning opportunities that invite
spiritual growth while nurturing
excellence in academics, arts, athlet-
ics and relationships.

1. Berean Education Center
309 East County Road 42
Burnsville, MN 55306
(952) 223-1814
www.bereaneducationcenter.com 

Our Preschool Bible-based programs are dedicated to 
developing a loving environment where children can 
learn and grow through experiences and excellent in-
struction. We offer preschool programs, 2-4 days a week 
for 3-5 year olds. We also offer a Day Care program for 
children 33 months through 5 years old.

2. Bethany Academy 
4300 W. 98th Street
Bloomington, MN 55437
(952) 831-8686 x111
www.bethanyacademy.org

Bethany Academy (BA) is an independent, interdenomi-
national, K-12 Christian school. Our families represent 60 
different churches throughout the Twin Cities. Stemming 
from a biblical worldview, BA intentionally instructs and 
inspires its students in biblical discipleship and leadership. 
Through academics, fi ne arts, and athletics we encourage 
each student’s discovery of their God given abilities. Col-
lege prep., Advanced Placement (AP) Philosophy K-12, 
family environment, one location, and ACSI accredited.

 3. Calvin Christian School
Edina Campus (grades K-8)
4015 Inglewood Ave. S
Blaine Campus (grades K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE
High School (grades 9-12)
755 73rd Ave NE, Fridley
(952) 927-5304 
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents have partnered with out-
standing teachers to provide God-honoring education at 
Calvin Christian School. Today, Calvin Christian serves 
nearly 500 students with a comprehensive, proven cur-
riculum that incorporates a rich, biblical worldview. Our 
Christ-centered environment is a great place for stu-
dents—from kindergartners to high school seniors—to 
grow academically, socially, and spiritually.

4. Chapel Hill Academy
306 West 78th St
Chanhassen, MN 55317
(952) 949-9014
www.chapel-hill.org

Chapel Hill Academy is an independent K-8 Christian 
school serving families from over 35 area churches. Cur-
riculum is taught with a Biblical worldview. For 43 years 
we have partnered with parents in the training of chil-
dren in the areas of spiritual maturity and leadership as 
well as academic excellence. Chapel Hill Academy holds 
dual accreditation with ACSI (Association of Christian 
Schools International) and AdvancED (North Central 
Association). Scholarships are available.

5. Christian Life School
6300 212th St. W.
Farmington, MN 55024
(651) 463-4545
www.christianlifeschool.org

Christian Life School (K-12th Grade with a  3- and 
4-year-old program) prepares young people academi-
cally and spiritually to affect their world for Christ. The 
school is fully accredited through Association of Chris-
tian Schools International. 

6. Concordia Academy-Roseville
2400 North Dale St.
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 484-8429, ext. 136
www.concordiaacademy.com

Concordia Academy Roseville is a Christian, college 
prep, high school serving grades 9-12. Concordia Acad-
emy honors God through excellence in academics, arts 
and athletics, all in a safe, caring atmosphere. Concordia 
Academy- small school environment with large school 
opportunities.  
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“As a Christian Educator and 
a father of young children here at 
New Life Academy, I can’t think 
of a better response to social de-
terioration than the Church and 
Christian education. It is easy to 
become short-sighted and focus 
on the BENEFITS of Christian 
education and neglect the REA-
SONS. Let me explain. 

Benefi ts are things 
l i k e  C h r i s t i a n 
friends, smaller 
learning envi-
ronment,  and 
greater access 
to athletics and 
fine arts. Those 
are great things, but 
reasons are different. 
Reasons are foundational 
statements like: to provide 
children with quality academ-
ics integrated with the Word of 
God, training in foundational 
Christian ethics, to be mentored 
by Christian teachers who will 
pour their lives into their work, 
and develop a comprehensive 
understanding of Scripture they 
can base their lives, leadership, 
and future families on. 

These reasons are what drive 
my team and I to invest our pro-

fessional lives into providing an 
academic experience immersed 
in biblical truth and a Christian 
environment.”  

– Cade M. Lambert, 
Head of School

Our mission
Our mission is to educate and 

energize each student to 
impact their world 

for Jesus Christ and 
to reach their full 
potential in schol-
arship, leadership 

and service 
out of love 
for God and 

one another.

About us
Established in 1977,  New 

Life Academy is the largest Pre-
school-12, non-denominational 
Christian school serving east metro 
families. NLA serves more than 
500 families throughout Woodbury 
and surrounding communities. The 
student body at NLA represents 
90 area churches from 47 different 
municipalities. 

For more information, visit 
www.newlifeacademy.org or 
call (651) 757-4313.

Preparing hearts 
and minds for 
purposeful living

Every day at 
Bethany Academy 

“The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding.”

 - Proverbs 9:10

Since 1975, Bethany Academy 
has been delivering in depth, qual-
ity education with a solid founda-
tion of biblical truth to students who 
want to make a difference in their 
world. With great intentionality, 
our students navigate through an 
Advanced Placement (AP) Philoso-
phy that begins in kindergarten and 
progress all the way through their 
senior year of high school.  Whether 
they are studying science, math, 
English, social studies, or health, 
with the guidance of Christian 
teachers, they truly gain both wis-
dom and greater understanding!  
This is a multi-year journey, because 
students do not turn into godly 
leaders overnight.  

Students of today face an im-
mense amount of change ahead 
of them. Bethany Academy is a 
Christian school that proclaims 
that God is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. We recognize the need for a 
strong education to adapt to the 
changing times while providing 
a foundation of biblical truth on 
which to stand. This is what sets 
Bethany Academy apart. Whether 
in the classroom, on the stage, or 
part of a sports team, our students 
are prepared for the next level 
through rigorous academics and 
high expectations.  This training 
is seamless.  Starting in kindergar-

ten, our Advance Placement(AP) 
Philosophy teaches critical think-
ing, Socratic Method, problem
solving skills, writing rubrics, 
and more.  This ensures that upon
graduation our students are ready
to excel in jobs that have not even 
been created yet.  

We encourage your student 
to spend a day with us to experi-
ence the richness of Christ and the
passion we have for this next gen-
eration of Christian leaders! Please 
come for a campus tour. You can 
request information as well as set
up your visit by contacting Kelli
Kasperek, our Admissions Director, 
at 952-831-8686, ext. 111.

I am so thankful to have attended 
Bethany Academy. Not only was it a
great place filled with caring person-
able teachers and a fun community of 
students, it also prepared me very well
for college. 

I am currently taking a Christianity
and Western Culture class at Bethel 
University. I literally already knew
every detail from Mr. Peters’ World
History class taught at Bethany. In 
fact, I used my notes from his class to
study for tests because they were more
detailed!

I really appreciate all the time that 
the teachers at Bethany invested in me
and my growth, not only academically 
but also spiritually and personally. The
teachers were always there to listen, and
their advice helped me become a wiser
person. Thank you!

Holly Benson, BA Class of 2012,
current Bethel University student

Christian Education Advertising Supplement
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15655 Bass Lake Road, Maple Grove, MN 55331
admissions@heritagemail.org

763.463.2223
www.heritageweb.org

Heritage Christian Academy
A leader in private Christian education for 32 years

Heritage Christian Academy practices no discrimination by reason of race, color, national or ethnic 
origin in the administration of its educational policies, athletic or other school activities.

Preschool to Grade 12

Northside Christian School

Main Street (Cty Rd 14)

Northside Christian School
763-755-3993 
804 131st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55434
nsideschool@comcast.net
www.northsideconnection.org

— For 39 years —

Building children of excellence 
through God’s Word and Spirit

5 core values
Academically Skilled - Our students are challenged to reach their personal 
best in academic achievement.
Word and Spirit Equipped - We want Northside students to hunger for 
God’s Word and be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Kingdom Motivated - We train students’ hearts in the way of the Lord, 
motivated by the question, “What would Jesus do?”
Growing in Relationships - Like Jesus, we urge our students to have growing 
relationships with God and man.
Intentional Servants - We want our students to serve God and man 
intentionally, with joy.

Christian Education Advertising Supplement Christian Education Advertising Supplement

7. Coon Rapids Christian
11164 Hanson Blvd. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
(763) 755-1278
www.coonrapidsbaptist.org

Since 1977 CRCS has provided quality Christian 
education for K-12th grade students. We use the 
School of Tomorrow Curriculum (A.C.E.) which 
provides the benefi t of individualized instruction 
in all academic core subjects. The school provides 
a balanced program designed to develop each stu-
dent to his full potential intellectually, physically, 
spiritually and socially.

8. First Baptist School
14400 Diamond Path West
Rosemount, MN 55068
(651) 423-2272 
www.fbsrosemount.org

For more than 40 years First Baptist School 
of Rosemount, Minnesota has offered a solid 
K3 through 12th grade education to those in 
the southeastern suburbs of the Twin Cities. A 
strong, Christ-centered, academic curriculum 
coupled with dedicated and responsive teachers 
provides an excellent learning environment for 
each student. Daycare is also offered. Visit www.
fbsrosemount.org for more details about First 
Baptist School.

9. Fourth Baptist Christian School
900 Forestview Lane N
Plymouth, MN 55441
(763) 417-8240
www.fourthbaptistchristianschool.org

FBCS trains students from Christ-centered fam-
ilies in Pre-K-12th grades. Since 1966, offering 
excellence in a traditional, college-prep aca-
demic, Bible and fi ne arts education. Programs 
include industrial arts, home economics, band, 
choir, handbells, higher math & science, for-
eign languages and computer skills. Sports in-
clude soccer, volleyball, basketball and baseball. 
Member of AACS.

10. Heritage Christian Academy
15655 Bass Lake Road
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(763) 463-2223
www.heritageweb.org

Heritage Christian Academy, a K-12 school in its 
32nd year, is dedicated to providing an excellent 
education in an atmosphere of Christian love and 
encouragement. The core subject college prepara-
tory emphasis is enriched by opportunities for ser-
vice and missions experience, athletic involvement, 
as well as fi ne arts, foreign language, technology 
and computer instruction.

Donate any  
Motorized 

Vehicle 
In Any 

Condition 
Help send an  

underprivileged  
child to Camp 
Compassion

$500 Minimum Tax 
Deduction 

Tax Deductible  
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Call: 612-871-6330 
www.CarsForCompassion.com

$75 to sponsor a 1st time camper 

A ministry of an  
independent local church

CARS FOR 
COMPASSION

11. King of Grace Lutheran School
6000 Duluth St.
Golden Valley, MN 55422
(763) 546-3131
www.kog-els.org/school

King of Grace is a private, Christian school focused on 
academic excellence. We achieve this through a chal-
lenging curriculum, partnering with parents for suc-
cess and anchoring our instruction with God’s Word. 
Offering PreK - 8th grade, Summer programs and 
numerous extra-curricular activities for boys and girls.

12. Liberty Classical Academy
Middle/Upper School 
2696 Hazelwood St
Maplewood, MN 55109
Lower School 
1660 Birch Lake Ave. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
(651) 772-2777
www.libertyclassicalacademy.org

Classical education raises the bar in academics. 
Christian worldview teaching integrates God’s 
truth into every subject. Together, they powerfully 
equip students to lead lives of purpose and passion 
for Christ. Liberty Classical Academy is altogether 
unique: the NE metro’s only Prek-12, college-prep, 
co-ed, classical and non-denominational academy. 
We’re sequential, cumulative, intentional, com-
prehensive and engaging. It’s how we’re building 
moral leaders for tomorrow!

13. MAG Christian School
24799 Forest Blvd.
Forest Lake, MN 55025
(651) 797-7400
www.magchristianschool.org

“Building a foundation… Building academic 
achievement… Building community.” Our staff is 
dedicated to using all available resources to en-
courage students to acquire a strong foundation 
in educational basics that will support their future 
learning, to help them develop a Biblical world-
view and critical thinking skills, to guide them 
to recognize their God-given gifts and abilities, 
and to equip them for leadership in their homes, 
neighborhoods, churches, future work place, and 
community.
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Calvin Christian School serves 
families from throughout the 
Twin Cities at its K-8 campuses 
in Edina and Blaine and its high 
school campus in Fridley.  Educa-
tion at all three campuses is based 
on a shared mission statement:  
“Working in dynamic partnership 
with the Chris-
tian home and 
church, Calvin 
Christian School 
equips students 
as disciples of 
Christ by offer-
ing  a  qual i ty 
education, fully 
integrated with 
a biblical knowl-
edge of God and 
his world.”

To equip its 
nearly 500 stu-
dents for discipleship, Calvin 
Christian strives to make the entire 
educational experience distinctively 
Christian.  “At Calvin Christian we 
recognize that discipleship encom-
passes every area of life,” says Jim 
De Young, development director.  
“We seek to know God’s will and 
serve him as we teach and learn 
math or social studies, no less than 
when we study the Scriptures or 
encourage loving interaction on the 
playground.”

That approach leads to an educa-
tion that is both focused and broad.  
The curriculum is characterized 

by high academic standards with 
emphasis on the mastery of read-
ing, writing, and mathematics.  But 
breadth and integration of knowl-
edge are also stressed, so interdisci-
plinary study, extracurricular activi-
ties, and instruction in art, music, 
and physical education are included 

in the educational 
program. 

Finally, equip-
ping for disciple-
ship also means 
helping each stu-
d e n t  re c o g n i z e 
and develop his 
or her individual 
gifts and talents.  
Calvin Christian 
teachers strive to 
understand the 
learning styles and 
needs of their stu-

dents, then provide a variety 
of effective educational strate-
gies.  In the elementary grades, 
the challenge program enriches 
the educational experience for 
CCS students, while the learn-
ing resource program helps meet 
the needs of students who have 
diffi culty learning.  Independent 
projects and experiential learn-
ing, including volunteer and 
workplace opportunities, are key 
ways that Calvin Christian High 
School allows students to explore 
individual interests and engage in 
hands-on learning.

Calvin Christian equips 
students for discipleship

…striving 
to make 
the entire 
educational 
experience 
distinctively 
Christian.

Give
your child 
a whole 
education

CHALLENGING
If students are going to “give of their best to 

Dedicated teachers, a comprehensive curriculum, 

SUPPORTIVE

students’ needs and to address diverse learning 

BIBLICAL

students should learn to live according to his 

K-8 campuses in 
Edina and Blaine, 

high school 
campus in Fridley

In search of smaller class sizes, 
strong academics and sound moral 
grounding, many families are consid-
ering alternatives to traditional public 
schools for their children. And, with 
the addition of new charter schools, 
immersion programs and other op-
tions, selecting the best school for 
your family can be a difficult decision.

Redeemer Lutheran School in 
Wayzata makes affordable faith-
based education a reality. 

Referred to as one of the best 
kept secrets by current families, Re-
deemer sets itself apart from other 
schools with stellar academics, 
exceptional teachers and small class 
sizes in an environment that teaches 
and exhibits Christian values daily.

Redeemer students rank in the 
top 15 percent in national standard-
ized test scores, and graduate well-
prepared to excel in high school. 
Parents of a recent grad said, “Our 
son was able to test into Algebra 
2. Our high school was impressed 
with where the Redeemer graduates 
tested in the core subjects.”

Redeemer teachers work with stu-
dents to get to know them personally, 
pray for and with them, and continu-
ously look for the best approaches for 
teaching each student. According to 
the parent of one recent graduate, 
“The teachers are the strength of 
Redeemer. They care about the kids 
and instill strong Christian values. 
Redeemer is a great Christian environ-
ment for kids teaching respect and 
discipline.”

Schedule a visit and see first-
hand what sets Redeemer apart.

About Redeemer
Since 1978, Redeemer Lutheran 

School in Wayzata has provided 

affordable faith-based education
for children in pre-school through 
eighth grade. By nurturing their 
spiritual and academic growth, 
Redeemer provides students with 
quality Christian education for 
Teachings for a Lifetime –learning, 
integrity, faith and excellence. 

Classes taught from a Biblical
perspective
Students pray daily and wor-
ship weekly in all-school chapel
services
Academically ranked in the top 
15 percent on standardized tests
Teachers with combined 250 
years of experience 
Small class sizes with a student-
to-teacher ratio of 11:1
Individualized foreign language
through Rosetta Stone offered in 
Spanish, Latin and Chinese
Full and half-day kindergarten
Partial-day enrollment option for
home-schooled students
Intensive phonics program
100 percent approval rating by 
parents of the 2011 eighth grade 
class 
SMART board interactive white-
boards
S.M.A.R.T. class (Stimulating
Maturity Through Accelerated
Readiness Training)
Licensed preschool and class-
room teachers in grades K-8
Grades K-8 fully accredited by 
the National Lutheran Schools 
Accreditation Association
Extended school care for safe, fun 
and convenient after-school care
Band, choir, musicals
After school activities and sports
Scholarships available

Small Classes, Big Results 
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They make 

strong leaders in 

family, church, 

and civic life.

The Minnesota Association of 
Christian Home Educators (MÂCHÉ) 
is the state’s largest homeschool 
organization, representing nearly 
3,000 families across the state who 
have chosen to home educate their 
children. The Minnesota Department 
of Education estimates that there are 
approximately 17,000 children being 
home educated in the state and many 
anticipate those numbers continuing 
to rise.

Founded in 1983, MÂCHÉ offers 
a variety of services to its members 
including a newly redesigned infor-
mational web site 
(www.mache.org), 
a two-day annual 
conference and cur-
riculum fair, an an-
nual high school 
c o m m e n c e m e n t 
ceremony, periodic 
workshops for par-
ents considering 
home education 
and workshops on 
how to teach high school, an online 
homeschool reference manual of over 
240 pages, legal and legislative sup-
port, special needs coordinator, and 
other year-round services.

MÂCHÉ takes seriously the bib-
lical mandate given to parents in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 to diligently 
teach their children God’s Word all 
through the day. It is nearly impos-
sible for a parent to do that in any 
setting other than homeschool. The 
benefits of Christian home education 
can be seen in many areas of a child’s 
life. Some of those positive results 
are individual creativity, a respect 

for authority, working harmoniously 
with siblings and parents, learning at 
an individualized pace, creativity, and 
scoring significantly higher than tra-
ditional school students on national 
standard achievement tests. 

Home education requires a strong 
commitment from the parent and 
takes a lot of energy, but it is well 
worth it in the long run. Home educat-
ed graduates can be found function-
ing productively in almost every area 
of society. They make strong leaders in 
family, church, and civic life.

The annual MÂCHÉ conference 
and Curriculum Fair 
is one of the high-
lights of the year for 
home educators in 
Minnesota and the 
surrounding states. 
Members and non-
members alike will 
gather for the event 
at Rochester’s Mayo 
Civic Center on April 

19-20, 2013. The attendance is antici-
pated to surpass the previous record 
there of 5,000. There will be 90 work-
shops on a variety of topics address-
ing the needs and concerns of home 
educators. In addition, an exhibit hall 
with over 100 exhibitors filling 175 
booths will present parents with cur-
riculum choices, resources and other 
supplies. Dr. Henry Morris and Dr. 
John Morris of Institute for Creation 
Research will be the keynote speakers.

For more information and to reg-
ister, go to www.mache.org and click 
“MÂCHÉ Conference”.

Home education has 
many benefits

Christian Education Advertising Supplement 
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Fourth Baptist  Christian 
School, 900 Forestview Lane N, 
Plymouth, offers a traditional 
coeducational program for grades 
Pre-K through 12. Founded in 
1966 in North Minneapolis, the 
school relocated to its newly 
constructed 85,000 sq. ft. facility 
in the fall of 1998.

A d m i s s i o n 
is based on the 
Christian testimo-
ny of the student 
and family, in-
terviews, as well 
as an entrance 
assessment. Stu-
dents of any race, 
nationality or eth-
nic origin may be 
accepted.

FBCS offers 
3-day and 5-day 
classes to both 
Pre-K and K5 Kindergartens. El-
ementary classes using A Beka, Bob 
Jones Press, and other curricula are 
conducted in a traditional setting 
of self-contained classrooms with 
emphasis placed upon daily Bible 
instruction, phonics, math, reading 
and writing, history and music. 

College-preparatory second-
ary classes include Bible, algebra, 
geometry, trigonometry, calculus, 
biology, chemistry, physics, lan-

guage arts, foreign languages, 
industrial arts, home economics, 
and art.

The Pentium equipped sec-
ondary computer lab and the 
elementary classroom terminals 
provide fi ltered Internet access. 
Library terminals offer CD ROM 
and Internet research and refer-

ence studies. 
FBCS music cur-

riculum includes 
elementary, jr. high 
and sr. high hand-
bells, choirs, bands 
and various ensem-
bles. Extracurricu-
lar activities involve 
soccer, volleyball, 
basketball and base-
ball. 

Fourth Baptist 
considers its strengths 
to include a strong 

Christ-centered family orientation, 
high academic standards, balanced 
athletic and academic programs, a 
stable faculty with multi-year experi-
ence at the school, a state-of-the-art 
school facility and good community 
relations.

For  information and tours 
contact Alan Hodak at (763) 417-
8240 or fbcsinfo@fourthbaptist.org. 
Information is also available at www.
fourthbaptistchristianschool.org. 

Education with a 
strong Christ-centered 
family orientation

…high 
academic 
standards, 
balanced 
athletic and 
academic 
programs…

CALL FOR A FREE INFO PACKET OR TOUR

www.fourthbaptistchristianschool.org

Serving Christ-Centered Families Since 1966

Fourth Baptist
Christian School

Kindergarten Open House 
March 26, 7 pm

My name is 
Jeff Taylor.  I have 
served as prin-
cipal  of  North 
Heights Christian 
Academy since 
1997.  What excites me the most about 
NHCA is the way the staff connects 
with children, their parents, and one 
another.  There is an openness and 
peace that you can tangibly feel when 
you walk down the halls.   NHCA 
teachers are deeply committed fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ who have great 
understanding of how to cultivate 
the minds and hearts of the children 
they serve.  

Children learn best from those 
who extend real love and concern 
for them as individuals.  It is the 
daily interactions with children that 
have the greatest impact on their 
learning.  The warmth and care of-
fered by this staff is simply the best.  

I work on building relation-
ships with each child by spending 
one hour a day on the playground.  
My staff took time last year to be 
trained using the Peacemakers 
curriculum so that we can foster a 
greater awareness of those that we 

serve and their relationships to one 
another.  

Children are the most alert and 
ready to learn during the school
hours.  My staff takes every op-
portunity to relate to each child as
a unique gift from God.  We are per-
sistently, in cooperation with each
other, strategizing ways to reach
each child so their unique potential 
can be realized.  

NHCA offers:

Cultivating young minds
& hearts to bear fruit

YEARS STRONG
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14. Minnehaha Academy
Upper School (grades 9-12)
3100 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Lower & Middle School (grades Preschool-8)
4200 West River Parkway
Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612) 728-7756
www.minnehahaacademy.net

Minnehaha Academy is a private, Christian school serv-
ing grades preschool through grade twelve. Since open-
ing in 1913, its mission has been to provide quality edu-
cation integrating Christian faith and learning. Today, the 
academy’s enrollment of 1000 students represents a di-
verse range of ethnic, racial, religious and socio-econom-
ic backgrounds from throughout the Twin Cities.

15. Minnesota Association of 
Christian Home Educators

P.O. Box 32308
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 717-9070, 1-866-717-9070
wwww.mache.org

MÂCHÉ is a statewide organization for parents who have 
chosen to home educate their children.  Since 1983, MÂCHÉ 
has provided information to home educators and acted as an 
effective vehicle to facilitate and safeguard the home educa-
tion opportunity in Minnesota.  We encourage families to use 
home education as a means to pass on to their children a 
Godly heritage instilled through applying Biblical principles. 

16. New Life Academy
6758 Baily Road
Woodbury, MN 55129
(651) 459-4121
www.newlifeacademy.org

Established in 1977, New Life Academy is the largest Pre-
school-Grade 12 non-denominational Christian school 
serving east metro families. Our student body is a com-
munity of friends learning and growing together. Fami-
lies from 47 different municipalities and 90 area churches 
come together at NLA to develop the hearts and minds 
of children, preparing them to lead purposeful lives.

17. North Heights Christian Academy
2701 North Rice St
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 797-7934
jeff.taylor@nhlc.org
www.northheightschristianacademy.org

North Heights Christian Academy prepares students to 
stand fi rm and live victorious in Christ by building a foun-
dation of faith, truth, knowledge and wisdom through 
Christ-centered education. Our program features an at-
mosphere which fosters, a curriculum which refl ects, and 
faculty who embrace the living Word of God as the only 
infallible and authoritative guide for belief and conduct.

18. Northside Christian School
804 131st Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55434
www.northsideconnection.org

Since 1974 Northside Christian School has been build-
ing children of excellence through God’s Word and Spirit. 
Our 5 core values are: Academically Skilled, Word and 
Spirit Equipped, Kingdom Motivated, Growing in Rela-
tionships, Intentional Servants. We endeavor to integrate 
faith and learning in every sphere of life. Our passion is 
for every student to know God personally and aim at be-
ing a world changer.

19. Our Savior School
23290 Hwy 7
Excelsior, MN 55331
(952) 474-5181
www.oursaviorschool.org

Our Savior School is a faith-based preschool through 8th 
grade school serving the greater Excelsior community for 
the last 35 years. We offer a safe and secure environment 
where children can thrive as they learn. We are commit-
ted to excellence and view each child as a special and 
unique gift of God. Nationally accredited school. 

20. Redeemer Lutheran School 
115 W. Wayzata Blvd. 
Wayzata, MN 55391
(952) 473-5356
school.redeemerwayzata.org

Redeemer Lutheran School provides affordable faith-
based education for grades PS-8. This Christ-centered 
environment offers small class sizes and exceptional in-
struction from caring teachers who pray for and with the 
students. Nurturing spiritual and academic growth, Re-
deemer provides students with quality Christian educa-
tion for Teachings for a Lifetime – learning, integrity, faith 
and excellence. 

21. Southwest Christian High School
1981 Bavaria Road
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 556-0040
www.swchs.org

Southwest Christian is a grade 9-12, independent, in-
terdenominational, college-prep high school. Utilizing a 
discipleship model of education, SWCHS helps students 
to think and act biblically in their worldview. Southwest 
offers AP and honors courses, superb music and fi ne arts, 
leadership opportunities, senior mission trip, discipleship 
groups, 20 varsity sports, and more.

22. Woodcrest Baptist Academy
6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 571-6410
www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org

For 40 years, Woodcrest Baptist Academy has been pro-
viding a well-rounded Christian education to students in 
the Northern suburbs. The teaching staff is comprised of 
Godly teachers, many of whom have 20 – 30 years of ex-
perience in Christian Education. Woodcrest offers a tradi-
tional curriculum from 4-year-old kindergarten through 
12th grade.

Christian Education Advertising Supplement 

 K4 through 12 grade
  K4 classes are full days on M, W, F
  Kindergarten classes are full days M-F

 Small class sizes & family-oriented environment

 Traditional classroom education

 Quality fi ne arts education: choir, band, drama, individual 
music lessons taught at the school

 Athletic programs: soccer, volleyball, basketball, baseball

 Member of:
  Minnesota Association of Christian Schools
  American Association of Christian Schools

 Affordable Christian education
  Tuition range is $3,850 - $4,105 per student

Woodcrest Baptist Academy
Training Students for 40 Years

6875 University Ave. NE
Fridley, MN 55432

(763) 571-6410

Walk Worthy of the Lord

www.woodcrestbaptistacademy.org
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1  Berean Education Center

2  Bethany Academy 

 3  Calvin Christian School

4  Chapel Hill Academy

5  Christian Life School

6  Concordia Academy-Roseville

7  Coon Rapids Christian

8  First Baptist School

9  Fourth Baptist Christian School

10 Heritage Christian Academy

11  King of Grace Lutheran School

12 Liberty Classical Academy

13 MAG Christian School

14  Minnehaha Academy

15  Minnesota Association of Christian 
Home Educators (not on map)

16  New Life Academy

17  North Heights Christian Academy

18 Northside Christian School

19 Our Savior School

20  Redeemer Lutheran School 

21  Southwest Christian High School

22  Woodcrest Baptist Academy

  Christian School Locator

1

3

5

6

7

14

14

17

21
4

3

16

3

8

20

2

12
9

22

19

18

13

10

12

11

Christian Education Advertising Supplement
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

 Annunciation Catholic Church, Minneapolis

 Woodbury Lutheran Church, Woodbury 

 Benson Great Hall, Bethel University, Arden Hills

Kristin Morant, coloratura soprano | Sarah Zimmerman, soprano
Roy Heilman, tenor | Jonathan Ten Brink, bass-baritone

Performed by the 
Exultate Festival Choir and Orchestra

Tickets also available at the door

THRU MAR 10
“Shadowlands,” a play about the life of 
C.S Lewis. Thu-Sat 7:45pm & Sun 2pm, 
Open Window Theatre, 1313 Chestnut 
Ave #102, Minneapolis, $12-26 • (763) 
732-8091

THRU MAR 17
The Life of Perished Things Optional: 
Art Exhibit by Amanda Hamilton. Mon-Fri 
9am-8pm; Sat-Sun 11am-6pm, Olson 
Gallery, Bethel University, 3900 Bethel 
Dr., St. Paul, free • bethel.edu

  THRU MAR 20
Decisions, Decisions: Lenten Worship & 
Live Portrayals, thru March 20. 5:30pm 
& 7pm, Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 
Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 
545-5659

THRU MAR 24
Trace/Decay Optional: Art Exhibit by 

Kenneth Steinbach. Mon-Fri 9am-8pm; 
Sat-Sun 11am-6pm, Johnson Gallery, 
Bethel University, 3900 Bethel Dr., St. 
Paul, free • bethel.edu

THRU MAR 31
Exhibit – ‘Passion Pilgrimage: Journey 
Along the Way of the Cross’ by Linda 
Witte Henke. Cross View Lutheran Church 
of Edina, Edina, free • (952) 941-1094, 
crossview.net

THRU MAY 25
“Mahalia,” gospel musical, based on the 
life of Mahalia Jackson. Old Log Theater, 
Excelsior, $22-34 • (952) 474-5951, 
oldlog.com

MAR 2 • SATURDAY
Family Life Stepping Up Video Event, 
with Dennis Rainey, Tony Dungy & Matt 
Chandler. 7:30am-3:30pm, Community of 

Hope Lutheran Church, 14401 Biscayne 
Ave., Rosemount, $35 • (651) 210-4052

MAR 3 • SUNDAY
  Trinity Int’l University Choir, Band, Or-
chestra, in concert. 6pm, First Ev. Free 
Church, 2696 Hazelwood St., Maplewood 
• (651) 777-5180

MAR 4 • MONDAY
Hope for Parents Forum, with Mary 
Sheedy Kurcinka. 7pm, Hope Lutheran 
Church, 5728 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis, 
free • (612) 827-2655, hopempls.org

MAR 7 • THURSDAY
MN for Marriage lobby & rally day. 
2-5pm, The Capital, St. Paul • 
minnesotaformarriage.com

ForEver Friends Fellowship session, 
with Lyndon Peterson. 7pm, Wooddale 
Church, Eden Prairie • (763) 420-4774, 
jrgministries.org

MAR 8 • FRIDAY
  Gospel Art Exhibit Reception: “O Death, 
Where is Thy Sting?” 6:30-8:30pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, 
Stillwater • info@agapearts.net

Exultate Choir & Orchestra Concert, ‘Mo-
zart – Grand Mass in C Minor. 7:30pm, 
Annunciation Catholic Church, 509 W 54th 
St., Minneapolis, $15-20 • (651) 707-0727

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember 
Marriage Getaway. Marriott City Center 
Hotel, 30 S 7th St., Minneapolis • (952) 
856-7390, weekendtoremember.com

MAR 9 • SATURDAY
“Witnessing – a lifestyle” workshop, 
with Kay L. Meyer. 9am-3pm, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Excelsior, $20/person 
or $30/couple • (952) 474-5181 x223

The Rockford Illinois Salvation Army 
Band, in concer t. 6pm, Lakewood 
Temple/Salvation Army, 2080 Woodlyn 
Ave., Maplewood • (651) 779-9177

The Bethel University Wind Symphony, in 
concert. 6:30pm, First Ev. Free Church, 
2696 Hazelwood St., Maplewood • (651) 
777-5180

Christian Songwriters Open Stage. 7pm, 
Dreamcoat Café, 6060 50th St. N., 
Oakdale, free • (651) 779-7746

Exultate Choir & Orchestra Concert, ‘Mo-
zart – Grand Mass in C Minor. 7:30pm, 
Woodbury Lutheran Church, 7380 Afton 
Rd., Woodbury, $15-20 • (651) 707-0727

MAR 10 • SUNDAY
Celebrate Spring. 2-4pm, Calvary Lu-
theran Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., 
Golden Valley, $5 • (763) 231-2969, 
calvary.org

Exultate Choir & Orchestra Concert, 
‘Mozart – Grand Mass in C Minor. 3pm, 
Benson Great Hall, Bethel University, 
3900 Bethel Dr., Arden Hills, $15-20 • 
(651) 707-0727

Sunday Evening Concert Series, with Bob 
Bovee & Gail Heil. 6pm, Hope Christian 
Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview, 
$5-7 • (651) 486-6202, hopemn.com/
concert.htm

MAR 11 • MONDAY
Sidewalk Counseling Training Seminar, 
with Pro-Life Action Ministries. 7-9pm, 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 720 13th Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, free • (651) 771-1500

MAR 12 • TUESDAY
Pastors Briefi ng, sponsored by The 
Family Research Council & the MN Fam-
ily Council. 10am-2:30pm, DoubleTree 
Hotel, St. Paul • watchmenevents.org/
regional-events

Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“Principles of New Testament Disciple 
Making.” 12-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minne-
apolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAR 13 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

Brother Yun, author of “Heavenly Man.” 
7pm, North Heights Lutheran Church, 
1700 W Hwy 96, Arden Hills • nhlc.org

MAR 14 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “Introduction of Intentional Dis-
cipleship”. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

Out of the Shadows Women’s Hiding 
Hurting Healing Program, 10-week se-
ries begins. Thursdays 6:30-8:30pm, 
Christian Reformed Church, 8209 Zane 
Ave. N, Minneapolis  • (763) 245-3015 

Evening with William Cope Moyers. 
7:30pm, Bigelow Chapel,   United Theo-
logical Seminary of the Twin Cities, New 
Brighton, $10-15 • unitedseminary.edu, 
(651) 255-6138

MAR 15 • FRIDAY
Glorybound Annual Spring Event, with Scott 
Krippayne. 6pm, New Hope Church, 4225 
Gettysburg Ave., New Hope, $45/person or 
$300/table of 8 • (763) 390-0589

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

MAR 15-16 • FRI-SAT
Power of Change Women’s Conference. 

Living Word Christian Center, Brooklyn 
Center. Hosted by Janet Boynes Minis-
tries • janetboynesministries.com

MAR 15-17 • FRI-SUN
T  he Crucible. Fri-Sat 7:30 & Sun 3pm, 
North Central University, 910 Elliot Ave., 
Minneapolis • northcentral.edu

Special Time of Word & Worship, with Pas-
tor/Doctor Michel Foster & Pastors Jim and 
Destaye Crawford. 7pm, 1901 Portland 
Ave., S. Minneapolis • (651) 775-9559

MAR 15-30
“Kingdom Undone.” Southern Theater, 
1420 Washington Ave., S Minneapolis, 
$15-25 • kingdomundone.com, 1-800-
838-3006

MAR 16 • SATURDAY
Credits before College Workshop. 10am-
1pm, Calvary Memorial Church, 2420 
Dunwoody Ave., Wayzata, $40+/family 
• creditsbeforecollege.com

End-Time Bible Prophecy Conference. 
10am-5pm, Freedom Church, 6937 
Hwy 10 NW, Ramsey • (763) 350-7458

Christian Songwriters Workshop. 
4:30pm, Dreamcoat Café, 6060 50th 
St. N., Oakdale, free • (651) 779-7746

The Booth Brothers in Concert. 6pm, 
Cedar Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington 
Ave. S, Bloomington, $17-25 • (651) 
638-6333, musicforthemaster.com

MAR 17 • SUNDAY
Community Hymn Sing. 3-4pm, Benson 
Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 
Bethel Dr., St. Paul, free • bethel.edu

MAR 19 • TUESDAY
“Mysteries Written in Rock” with Bruce 
Malone. 7:30pm, Northwestern College, 
Totino Fine Arts Center, 3003 N Snelling, 
Roseville • tccsa.tc

MAR 21 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Grounds Main-
tenance. Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran, 
14107 Hudson Rd. S, Afton • macfm.org

MAR 22 • FRIDAY
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Seminars, with 
Teepa Snow. 9am-12pm ($20-35) & 
6-8pm (free), Colonial Church, Edina • 
(952) 892-8403, seniorhelpers.com/
Burnsville

Bethel Chamber Orchestra Home Con-
cert. 7:30pm, Benson Great Hall, Bethel 
University, 3900 Bethel Dr., St. Paul, 
free • bethel.edu

MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,” 
with Mike Guzzardo & more. Un  iversity of 
Minneapolis Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis 
• acquirethefi re.com, 1-888-909-3473

THRU MAR 24 (cont.)

MAR 2 • SATURDAY (cont.) MAR 10 • SUNDAY (cont.) MAR 15-16 • FRI-SAT (cont.)

March 15, 2013

Silent Auction & Reception 6 p.m., Dinner 7 p.m.

For reservations and information
Call 763-390-0589

New Hope Church, 4225 Gettysburg Avenue N, New Hope

Special Guest:

Scott Krippayne
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MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen  

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

COUNSELING

ATTORNEYS

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from 
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

No one is turned away due to the inability to pay. 

(763) 566-0088

Hassle-free Estimates 

(612) 221-0362

GUTTER INSTALLATION

HodgesCleaning@gmail.com

(651) 587-9461

JANITORIAL

MAR 22-24 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember Mar-
riage Getaway. DoubleTree Hotel, 150 S 
Broadway, Rochester • (952) 856-7390, 
weekendtoremember.com

The Crucible. Fri-Sat 7:30 & Sun 3pm, 
North Central University, 910 Elliot Ave., 
Minneapolis • northcentral.edu

“C  rown Him,” Experience the Passion 
of Christ. Fri-Sat 7pm & Sun 3pm, New 
Life Church of Woodbury, 6758 Bailey 
Rd., Woodbury, $8-12 • (651) 459-0444

MAR 23 • SATURDAY
Bethel Wind Symphony Home Concert. 
7:30pm, Benson Great Hall, Bethel 
University, 3900 Bethel Dr., St. Paul, 
free • bethel.edu

Children 18:3, in concert. 6pm, Cedar 
Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington Ave. 
S, Bloomington • itickets.com

MAR 23-24 • SAT-SUN
‘All Things New,’ an Easter Musical. Sat 
1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 3pm, North Heights 
Lutheran Church, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden 
Hills, $12-38 • nhlc.org

MAR 24 • SUNDAY
Spiritual Gifts 101 Workshop, with 
Apostle Julie Hartigan. 2-5pm, The King’s 
Well, 11106 Sunset Trail, Plymouth • 
(763) 742-7687

Minnesota Miracles Ministry, with Johnny 
Ott. 2-5pm, Minnesota Miracles Ministry, 
11106 Sunset Trail, Plymouth • (763) 
742-7687

The Chancellors Quartet, in concert. 
3pm, Park Plaza Hotel, 4460 W 78th 
Circle, Bloomington. Hosted by Crowne 
Pointe Church • (952) 431-1949

MAR 24-31 • SUN-SUN
Holy Week Art Show: “A Christian Witness 
in Arts.” Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 
Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, free • 
(763) 545-5659

MAR 28 • THURSDAY
American Mission Teams Training Cen-

ter Opening. 6pm, New Hope • (612) 
275-8140

MAR 28-30 • THU-SAT
“Crown Him,” Experience the Passion of 
Christ. Thu-Fri 7pm; Sat 1pm, New Life 
Church of Woodbury, 6758 Bailey Rd., 
Woodbury, $8-12 • (651) 459-0444

MAR 29-30 • FRI-SAT
‘All Things New,’ an Easter Musical. Fri 
7:30 & Sat 1pm, North Heights Lutheran 
Church, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden Hills, 
$12-38 • nhlc.org

MAR 30 • SATURDAY
Behold the Lamb of God: An Easter 
Refl ection for Artists, includes a 3-hour 
response session. 9am-4pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, 
Stillwater, $75 • info@agapearts.net

APR 4 • THURSDAY
“God Loves You” Turning Point rally with 
Dr. David Jeremiah, 7pm, Target Center, 
Minneapolis. Free tickets at davidjer-
emiah.org/rallies • 1-800-947-1993

APR 5-6 • FRI-SAT
Bridging the Gap: Free to Fly Women’s 
Conference, with Lysa TerKeurst & Pam 
Tebow. Emmanuel Christian Center, Min-
neapolis • itickets.com

APR 4-7 • THU-SUN
All Things New Women’s Event/Retreat. 
Timber Bay, Onamia • (763) 370-0517, 
atnalive.com

APR 5-6 • FRI-SAT
The Not For Sale World Academy Tour. 
Bethany College of Missions, Blooming-
ton • bcom.org/events/sold-out

APR 6-7 • SAT-SUN

‘All Things New,’ an Easter Musical. Sat 
1pm & 4:30pm; Sun 3pm, North Heights 
Lutheran Church, 1700 W Hwy 96, Arden 
Hills, $12-38 • nhlc.org

APR 7 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with 
Tommy & the Liebermen. 6pm, Hope 
Christian Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., 
Shoreview, $5-7 • (651) 486-6202, 
hopemn.com/concert.htm

APR 8 • MONDAY
‘Out of the Shadows,’ 10-week series, a Hid-
ing Hurting Healing program. 6:30-8:30pm, 
Riverdale Assembly of God Church, 3210 
Bunker Lake Blvd., Andover, free. 

APR 9 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars, 
“Intentional Discipleship-Defi nition and 
Distinctions.” 12-1pm, Discipleship 
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., 
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

APR 10 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Train-
ing. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training 
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapo-
lis • 1-800-507-9516

APR 11 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Work-
shops, “Solving Small Group Problems”. 
11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training In-
stitute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis 
• 1-800-507-9516

APR 12 • FRIDAY
Gaither Vocal Band, with Bill Gaither, 
Michael English, Mark Lowry, Wes 
Hampton, David Phelps. 8pm, Orpheum 
Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
• 1-800-982-2787

APR 13 • SATURDAY
MN Christian Writers Guild Spring 2012 
Seminar, with Jeanette Windle. 8:30am-
4:30pm, Maple Grove Evangelical Free 
Church, 8585 Rice Lake Rd., Maple 
Grove, $40-85 • (952) 807-7795

2013 Spring Benefi t Dinner, with George 
Weigel. Trinity School, River Ridge • tsrr.org

Southern Gospel Trio, Declaration. 
6pm, Lakewood Temple/Salvation Army, 
2080 Woodlynn Ave., St. Paul • (651) 
779-9177

APR 14 • SUNDAY
Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari 
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Target 
Center, 600 1st Ave. N, Minneapolis • 
christomlin.com

APR 16 • TUESDAY
“Is The Bible Reliable?” with Dr. Paul 
Maier. 7:30pm, Northwestern College, 
Totino Fine Arts, 3003 N Snelling, Ros-
eville • tccsa.tc

APR 18 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Website Train-
ing: The “No” guy. Hope Church, Richfi eld 
Campus • macfm.org

APR 19-20 • FRI-SAT 
Arise! Women’s Conference, “Living the 
Upgraded Life,” with Graham Cooke. 
North Heights Lutheran, 1700 Hwy 96 
W, Arden Hills, $45+ • (651) 490-1517 
x13, lutheranrenewal.org

MÂCHÉ Conference & Curriculum Fair, 
with Dr. Henry Morris & Dr. John Morris. 
Rochester’s Mayo Civic Center, Roches-
ter • mache.org

APR 20 • SATURDAY
Covenant D’ Vine. 11am-2pm, Hilton 
Garden Inn, 6350 Vinewood Ave., Maple 
Grove, free. Hosted by Women Encourag-
ing Each Other • (763) 238-7743

APR 21 • SUNDAY

Global Worship Concert, Dan & Sandy 
Adler. 4pm, St. Paul’s Church, 1901 
Portland Ave. S, Minneapolis • (651) 
442-2856

APR 25-28 • THU-SUN
Lamplighters Men’s Wilderness Ad-
venture • lamplightersusa.org, 1-800-
507-9516

APR 26 • FRIDAY
Pure Joy, with Dr. Nancy Heche, a cel-
ebration of freedom from homosexual-
ity. 7pm, Northbrook Alliance Church, 
6240 Aldrich Ave. N, Brooklyn Center. 
Presented by Outpost Ministries • (763) 
592-4700

Sounds of Praise Concert, celebrating the 
Disability Ministry of Joni & Friends, with 
Mary Beth Carlson, Ben Utecht & more. 
7:30pm, St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 
9201 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, 
free • (952) 933-7777, joniandfriends.
org/Minneapolis

MAY 2 • THURSDAY
SW Suburb National Day of Prayer. 
6-8am, Grace Church, Eden Prairie • 
(952) 224-3000

JUL 17-20 • WED-SAT
Sonshine Festival, with TobyMac, Lecrae, 
Skillet & Family Force 5. Willmar Civic 
Center, 2707 Arena Dr., Willmar • (320) 
235-6723, sonshinefestival.com

Crowne Pointe Church
Invites you to join us for a great gospel concert with

The Chancellors Quartet

at Park Plaza Hotel
4460 W 78th Street Circle, Bloomington

Located on the north frontage road of 494 at France Ave., 6 blocks west of Perkins
Park at the rear of the hotel and enter into the convention area of the hotel.

A freewill offering will be taken
Call 952-431-1949 for more information

Crowne Pointe Church – Dr. John B. Krans, Pastor

The Grace Church 
is Multi-Cultural
Reaching All People, of All Nations

NEW CHURCH
Welcomes You With Open Arms

Looking for Gospel musicians, singers, administrative workers.

1 hour worship each Sunday
Singing and Teaching the Word of God

Do you need to know how to be successful?

Do you want to be delivered from depression?

Listen and apply the Teachings to your life.

Sunday services 1:00 p.m.
Meeting at the Maple Grove Community Center

763-445-2726
Dr. H.J. McClendon, Pastor

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your 
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.

Call (763) 742-3142 
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

Listen Sun 8-10am

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

We’ve Got You 
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

MAR 28 • THURSDAY (cont.)
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 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED 
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner Classifieds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul   ❑  San Diego Co.

On-line ❑  Inland Empire

❑  Internet ❑  Orange Co. 

 ❑  Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would 
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web 
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to 
your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

engage your fai th

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for 
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95 
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Name ____________________________________________________Phone _____________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit 
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947  

impact your culture

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

For complete up-to-date job, internship 
and volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling 
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at 
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Program Staff 
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and de-
velop mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good 
driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long 
Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs. 

Nurse Manager 
Experienced RN needed to provide oversight of all program clients’ medical 
nursing care, supervise two staff nurses, develop & maintain nursing policies, 
as well as train & teach staff of prevention measures & medication adminis-
tration. Previous health teaching experience is required, along with computer 
proficiency, and excellent oral & written skills. Minimum of 5 years nursing 
experience required. FT, salaried (offering mid $60s range) + benefits; Email 
resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults strug-
gling with drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term 
programs that allow us to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum 
of addiction issues.

CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS 
WITH THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

“Samaritan Ministries members 
prayed for me and fully paid for  

my surgeries in the U.S.  and 
Canada, totalling $25,000.  

My family’s monthly share is $300.”

Samaritan Ministries
samaritanministries.org/intro

To request an info packet,  
call 888-268-4377 or 

email info@samaritanministries.org

FOR SALE-FURNITURE
New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must 
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

HEALTHCARE

   APARTMENTS FOR RENT
  Upstairs apartment in Duplex, beautiful, cozy, 
1 1/2 bedrooms, includes semi-heated garage, 
deck, laundry room use, all utilities for $700 per 
month. No smoking. In Robbinsdale. We’re looking 
for trustworthy folk. Ask for Dan: (763) 537-9311; 
(763) 533-7693. Available now.

AUTOMOBILE
We buy all used car. Be/safe – No risk for you. Call 
KenRay (651) 398-7388.

  BOOKS 
Giant discount Christian book sale! www.jesus-
peopleinfo.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
International Company expanding and is seek-
ing leaders for local marketing teams. On Going 
Bonuses. Lifetime Residual Income. Free Training. 
Call Carolyn at (952) 474-4682.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FACILITY RENTALS
Getting hitched? Lake Barn Chapel. Pick your 
party! Pick your package! Perfect venue for wed-
dings, anniversaries, reunions and retreats. Barn, 
large cabin, lakeshore and lawns. No drinking. 47 
miles west of Minneapolis. Tel. (612) 483-7616, 
lakebarnchapel@yahoo.com

ROOMS   FOR RENT
                                              Crystal, Christian male to share my home. Laundry, 
kitchen privileges. No drinking, drugs, pets. $450 + 
deposit, all utilities included. Available 5/1/13. Call 
(763) 370-7168, gary-two@hotmail.com.

Bloomington room for rent. Furnished, on bus 
line, 90th & Nicollet. $350. (952) 948-0735, 
(612) 483-3718.

SERVICES 
      Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

    Becci’s House Cleaning. Residential, business, 
construction (new homes). Cleaning weekly, monthly, 
biweekly. Must have own vacuum. Have references. 
Serving Twin Cities Metro Area. Call for estimate, 
(612) 968-7641.

Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year 
experience. AL (651) 408-2480.

Semi-retired painter, 30 years experience, plus 
home repairs. (763) 370-2538.

Knives/scissors sharpened.  20+ years experience, 
on site service. (763) 370-2538.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

  The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

HELP WANTED
Pulse is an expanding Christian non-profi t engaging 
this generation with the Gospel.  Currently we are 
looking for a part-time bookkeeper. The right person 
will have a 2 or 4 year degree in accounting and 
2-3 years experience working in a business setting 
with computerized accounting software, preferably 
Quickbooks. Experience with accounting for non-
profi ts or small businesses is preferable.To apply 
please send a cover letter and resume to Jobs@
pulsemovement.com.

  HOUSING NEEDED
Room needed. To help you live longer in your home. 
Al (952) 881-5988.

Minnesota Miracles Ministry
Monthly Gatherings with Special Anointed Speakers and Pastors

Fourth Sunday of each month (2-5 p.m.)

Hostess:
Apostle Julie Hartigan, Rev.
11106 Sunset Trail
Plymouth, MN 55441
(763) 742-7687
info@mmmgroup.org 
www.mmmgroup.org

Speakers:
Sunday, March 24, 2013 - Johnny Ott, Speaker
Sunday, April 28, 2013 - Minister Jacob Oreso
Sunday, May 26, 2013 - Jason Watson, Speaker
Sunday, June 23, 2013 - Pastor Hattie Horne
Sunday, July 28, 2013 - Apostle Julie Hartigan, Rev.
Sunday, August 25, 2013 - Apostle Maxine Lucas
Sunday, September 22, 2013 - Annie Schrader, Speaker
Sunday, October 27, 2013 - Pastor Donner Roberson - Tulsa, OK
Sunday, November 24, 2013 - Minister Jeanne Krieg
Sunday, December 22, 2013 - Dr. Daniel E. Cole, Pastor
Sunday, January 26, 2014 - Pastor Eleanor Joy - St. Augustine, FL

‘Kingdom Undone’ 
returns to Southern 
Theater in March

MINNEAPOLIS — “Kingdom 
Undone,” a play that looks at the last 
days of Jesus and Judas, will make 
its return to the Southern Theater 
March 15 – 30. Written by Jeremiah 
and Vanessa Gamble—founders of 
Theater for the Thirsty—the play 
takes a unique look at the last days 
of Jesus.

The show premiered in 2012, 
and the response was positive.

“We were thrilled with the response,” 
said Jeremiah Gamble, via a press re-
lease. “We heard a lot of stories from the 
audience and cast about conversations 
they had about the show.”

Tickets range from $15 to $25. 
Discounts are available for groups, 
seniors and students.

For more information, visit www.
kingdomundone.com or call (800) 
838-3006.  

Organization plans rally 
for marriage

SAINT PAUL — Minnesota for 
Marriage is sponsoring a lobby and 
rally day at the Capitol on Thurs-
day, March 7 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. The event is intended to dem-
onstrate support for traditional 
marriage. 

For more information on the 
event, visit www.minnesotaformar-
riage.com. 

Human traffi cking will 
be focus at next TCAMP 
meeting

EDEN PRAIRIE — Twin Cit-
ies Area Mission Professionals 
(TCAMP) will hold its next meet-
ing on Thursday, March 14 at noon 
at Wooddale Church in Eden Prai-
rie.

This month’s topic is “Fighting 
for Freedom: Faith-based ministries 
and churches combating human 
traffi cking in Minnesota.” Leaders 
from anti-human traffi cking orga-
nizations will lead the discussion.

The meetings are free and open 
to the public. Organizers encour-
age attendees to bring their own 
lunch; drinks and dessert will be 
provided.

For more information, visit www.
transformmn.org/tcamp. 

FRC to sponsor 
Pastors Briefi ng

SAINT PAUL — The Family Re-
search Council (FRC) and the Min-
nesota Family Council (MFC) will 
sponsor a Pastors Briefi ng at the 
state Capitol on Tuesday, March 
12. The briefi ng will begin at 10:00 
a.m. and run to 2:30 p.m. at the 

DoubleTree Hotel in St. Paul.
Those who attend will receive a 

free lunch, a Culture Impact Team 
Manual and Values Voter DVD tool-
kit.

Tony Perkins, president of FRC, 
will speak at the event, along with 
the Rev. Steve Goold, pastor of New 
Hope Church and John Helmberg-
er, CEO of MFC.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit www.watchmenevents.org/
regional-events.

Grounds maintenance 
on the agenda for 
Church Facility group

AFTON — The Minnesota Asso-
ciation of Church Facility Managers 
will hold its next monthly meeting 
on Thursday, March 21 at Shepherd 
of the Valley Lutheran Church in 
Afton. This month’s meeting will 
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focus on grounds maintenance.
The group meets monthly for fel-

lowship, networking, professional 
development and resource sharing. 
The membership is a broad spec-
trum of large facilities with several 
staff members to small churches 
with volunteer custodians.

For more information on the 
group and its monthly meetings, 
visit www.macfm.org.

Scott Krippayne to 
highlight Glorybound 
spring banquet

NEW HOPE — Christian record-
ing artist Scott Krippayne will high-
light Glorybound’s 15th annual ban-
quet on Friday, March 15 at New 
Hope Church.

Glorybound is a family restora-
tion ministry that helps the families 
of those struggling with drug and 
alcohol abuse.

A silent auction and reception 
will begin at 6:00 p.m., and dinner 
will follow at 7:00 p.m.

Registration is $45 per person or 
$300 for a table of eight.

For reservations or for more in-
formation, call (763) 390-0589.

Power of Change 
conference coming to 
Living Word

BROOKLYN PARK — Janet 
Boynes Ministries is sponsoring the 
Power of Change Women’s Confer-
ence March 15-16 at Living Word 
Christian Center in Brooklyn Park. 
The event will include “compelling 
testimonies, dynamic music, engag-
ing speakers, inspiring worship and 
more,” according to an announce-
ment from organizers.

In addition to Boynes, guest 
speakers include Anne Paulk, Sun-
day Burquest and Nate Oyloe. 

Boynes founded the ministry in 
2006 and is the author of “Called 
Out: A Former Lesbian’s Discovery 
of Freedom.” Boynes “challenges 
individuals and the church to 
reach out with a message of hope 
and restoration to the homosexual 
community,” according to the an-
nouncement.

For more information, visit www.
janetboynesministries.com.

Churches and university 
to host Mozart concerts

TWIN CITIES — Bethel Univer-
sity, Woodbury Lutheran Church 
and Annunciation Catholic Church 
in Minneapolis will all host the 
“Grand Mass in C Minor” concert 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart this 
month. The concert will be per-
formed by the Exultate Festival 
Choir and Orchestra and will also 
include four soloists.

“This time-honored work may be 
the fi nest composition Mozart ever 
wrote,” said Dr. Thomas Rossin, 
founder and conductor of Exul-
tate, via a media release. “Listeners 
will surely be moved by the elegant 

beauty of the vocal and instrumen-
tal lines and by the glorious solo 
passages.”

Exultate was founded in 1996 
and includes roughly 45 singers 
and 22 instrumentalists.

The concert at Annunciation will 
be held on Friday, March 8 at 7:30 
p.m.; on Saturday, March 9 at 7:30 
p.m. at Woodbury Lutheran; and 
on Sunday, March 10 at 3:00 p.m. at 
Benson Great Hall on the campus 
of Bethel University.

For more information on Exul-
tate, visit www.exultate.org.  

‘Group offers sidewalk 
counseling training

MINNEAPOLIS — Pro-Life Ac-
tion Ministries (PLAM) will offer a 
sidewalk counseling training semi-
nar on Monday, March 11 from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Bethle-
hem Baptist Church in Minneapo-
lis. The event will be held in Room 
111.

The seminar is free and is pre-
sented by Debra Braun, education 
and counseling director for PLAM. 

For more information or to regis-
ter, email prolife@plam.org or call 
(651) 771-1500. 

‘Passion Pilgrimage’ 
exhibit to be displayed

EDINA — Cross View Lutheran 
Church of Edina will host the ex-
hibit “Passion Pilgrimage: Journey 
Along the Way of the Cross” by 
Linda Witte 
Henke until 
March 31. The 
exhibit is part 
of the church’s 
30th annual 
Christian Arts 
Festival and 
incorporates 
wood, metal, 
plastic, glass 
and repur-
posed materials.

The exhibit is free and open to 
the public.

For more information about the 
exhibit including times, visit www.
crossview.net or call (952) 941-
1094.  

ForEver Friends 
Fellowship releases 
spring schedule

EDEN PRAIRIE — Wooddale 
Church in Eden Prairie is host to 
ForEver Friends Fellowship, a pro-
gram of praise and worship of JRG 
Ministries, Inc.—a ministry that 
meets the spiritual needs of those 
with disabilities. The spring session 

began Feb. 28 and will 
conclude April 18 with 
Dave Schulte and Daz-
zling Dan the Yo-Yo 
Man.  

The next session is 
scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 7 at 7:00 
p.m. and will feature 
Lyndon Peterson. 
This spring’s lineup 
includes numerous 

other musical guests and artists, 
including Higher Call, The Banjo 
Boys and Steve Paris. 

For more information on these 
events, call (763) 420-4774 or visit 
www.jrgministries.org.      

Gospel musical 
‘Mahalia’ to return to 
Old Log Theater

EXCELSIOR — The gospel mu-
sical “Mahalia,” based on the life of 
Mahalia Jackson, will be performed 
at the Old Log Theater in Excelsior 
through May 25.

According to an announcement 
from organizers, “‘Mahalia’ traces 
the life and career of the world’s 
best loved gospel singer from her 
birth as the grandchild of planta-
tion slaves, up through her rise to 
wealth and international fame, and 
on to her destiny as the musical 
voice of the civil rights movement 
at the side of Dr. Martin Luther 
King [Jr.].”

Sandra Hodges, a local gospel 
singer, plays the title role, which in-
cludes more than 20 musical num-
bers.

Ticket prices range from $22 for 
weekday matinees up to $34 for Sat-
urday performances.

For more information, call (952) 
474-5951 or visit www.oldlog.com. 



22 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • March 2013 www.christianexaminer.com

Twin Cities Christian Directory in PRINT and ONLINE!
www.twincitieschristiandirectory.com

We help you FIND what you NEED…
from people you trust!

GET YOUR COPY TODAY.

Pick up a FREE copy at your 
church or neighborhood 

Christian bookstore, including all 
LifeWay Christian Stores.

You may also request a free 
copy to be mailed to you by 
calling  (763) 746-2468 x0 

or sending a request to 
info@christianexaminer.com with 

your name and mailing address.

2013 edition 
now available

Radio host to present 
workshop on sharing 
the gospel

EXCELSIOR — Our Savior Lu-
theran Church in Excelsior will 
host the workshop “Witnessing—
a Lifestyle” on Saturday, March 
9 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Kay 
L. Meyer, author and radio host of 
“Family Shield,” will lead the work-
shop.

The event “will help participants 
learn basic skills to build relation-
ships with family, friends and those 
they meet in the community and 
equip them to share the gospel in 
a non-threatening, Christ-centered 
way,” according to a release from 
organizers.

The workshop will include a lec-
ture format as well as small group 
discussion and touch on four seg-
ments: “Witnessing Basics”; “Wit-
nessing Begins at Home”; “Wit-
nessing During Holidays”; and 
“Witnessing Through Schools, 
Congregations and in the Commu-
nity.”

Registration is $20 per person 

or $30 for couples. Registration in-
cludes lunch, and childcare is avail-
able upon request.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Jerry at (952) 474-5181 ext. 
223 or email jerry.rosamond@oslcs.
org.

Want to live the 
‘Upgraded Life?’

ARDEN HILLS — The Arise! 
Women’s Conference will feature 
Graham Cooke on April 19 – 20 at 
North Heights Lutheran Church 
in Arden Hills. The event will also 
feature Londa Lundstrom Ramsey, 
Linda Morken and Denise Siemens.

Organizers said: “How does it 
‘look’ to live an Upgraded Life 
when it feels like everything is fall-
ing apart? Discover the favor that is 
waiting for you to live a life that is 
exceptional, extraordinary and re-
markable, despite the diffi cult cir-
cumstances we all encounter.”

Early-bird registration (before 
April 8) is $45. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.lutheranrenewal.org 

or call (651) 490-1517 ext. 13.

Booth Brothers 
visiting Bloomington

BLOOMINGTON — Music for 
the Master is sponsoring the Booth 
Brothers in concert on Saturday, 
March 16 at 6:00 p.m. The concert 
will be held at Cedar Valley Church 
in Bloomington.

General admission tickets are $22, 
and groups of 10 or more are $17 each. 
Tickets at the door are $25.

For more information or for tick-
ets, call (651) 638-6333 or visit www.
musicforthemaster.com.

‘Housekeeping’ novel 
inspiration for exhibit

SAINT PAUL — The best-selling 
novel “Housekeeping” by Mari-

lynne Robinson, along with the life 
experiences of the artist, serve as 
the inspiration for “The Life of Per-
ished Things” by Amanda Hamilton 
now on exhibit through March 17 
in the Olson Gallery at Bethel Uni-
versity. The exhibit includes video, 
drawings and installation work.

According to an announcement 
about the exhibit: “Stills from the 
video work have been re-imagined 
as paintings, drawings and sculp-
tural objects, which are then fi lmed 
to become part of the video itself. 
The works loop back on each oth-
er—the boundaries between the 
medium, object and image made 
porous and transitory.”

For more information about the 
exhibit and its hours, call (651) 
638-6527 or visit www.bethel.edu/
galleries. 

Not For Sale World Tour 
coming to Bethany 
College of Missions

BLOOMINGTON — The Not 
for Sale World Academy Tour will 
make a stop at Bethany College of 
Missions (BCOM) on April 5 – 6. 
The organization will present pro-
grams on awareness and ways for 
people to become involved in anti-
human traffi cking efforts. In addi-
tion, several local anti-traffi cking 
ministries will provide opportuni-
ties to become involved in the Twin 
Cities.

 BCOM students will also be par-
ticipating in a 5K run/walkathon 
event in order to raise money for 
anti-traffi cking efforts. 

For additional information on 
the seminars and the 5K event, visit 
www.bcom.org/events/sold-out.  

George Weigel to speak 
at Trinity School

EAGAN — Theologian George 
Weigel will be the keynote speaker 
at the 2013 Spring Benefi t Dinner 
for Trinity School at River Ridge. 
The event is scheduled for Satur-
day, April 13.

Weigel is a former president and 
distinguished senior fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center, a 
participant in the “Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together” initiative and 
the author of several books.

For more information or for res-
ervations, visit www.tsrr.org.

Christian Training 
Center to open in March

NEW HOPE — American Mis-
sion teams will open the Christian 
Training Center on Thursday, 
March 28. The center is designed 
for Christians who want to “con-
tinue their education in the Word 
of God” and “complete their edu-
cation for professional reasons at a 
low cost rate.”

Degrees available include Associ-
ate in Theology, Bachelor of Theol-
ogy, Master of Divinity and Doctor-
ate of Divinity.

For additional information on 
the training center, call (612) 275-
8140.

Global Worship Concert 
to take place at St. 
Paul’s Church

MINNEAPOLIS — St. Paul’s 
Church in Minneapolis will host 
the Global Worship Concert on 
Sunday, April 21 at 4:00 p.m. The 
annual concert aims to unite 
“Christians in worship across cul-
tural boundaries.”

Popular Christian artists Dan and 
Sandy Adler will be special guests, 
and local musicians from Asia, Af-
rican, South American and Eastern 
European backgrounds will per-
form.

For more information, call (612) 
442-2856 or visit www.stpaulsevlu-
theran.org.  

World Relief Minnesota 
announces spring 
training event

RICHFIELD — Rajo (Somali 
Hope) Ministries and Somali Adult 
Literacy Training (SALT) recently 
announced their next Somali Out-
reach Spring Training event, which 
will take place on Saturday, March 
23. 

According to an announce-
ment from the group, the event 
will be a “day of encouragement, 
equipping and networking to em-
power our local churches to obey 
Jesus’ Great Commandment and 
Great Commission. We will see 
lives transformed by the truth of 
His Word and the power of His 
love.”

For additional information, visit 
www.worldreliefmn.org.  
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Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

AM 980 KKMS 

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.
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www.olivetreeviews.org

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is 
headed because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth 
of the Bible. 

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events 
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events 
according to the Bible. 

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter, 
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

Now 

heard on 

650 

stations

By Amy Lindberg

MAPLE GROVE — Award-win-
ning author, journalist and speaker 
Jeanette Windle will present “In-
vestigative Techniques to Make 
Non-Fiction and Fiction Ring True” 
on Saturday, April 13, at Maple 
Grove Evangelical Free Church. 
The event is part of the Minnesota 
Christian Writers Guild’s daylong 
writing seminar, which will begin at 
8:30 a.m. 

The daughter of missionary par-
ents, Windle grew up in the rural 
villages, jungles and mountains of 
Colombia, areas now guerrilla hot 
zones. Her detailed research and 
writing is so realistic that govern-
ment agencies have questioned her, 
asking if she had received classifi ed 
information.

Based in Lancaster, Penn., Win-
dle assists her husband who leads 
Bible-Centered Ministries Interna-
tional, a worldwide missionary net-
work heavily involved in the 10/40 
window—the part of the world con-
taining the least reached people 
groups. She has lived in six coun-

Jeanette Windle has written more 
than 15 modern thrillers, which have 
received several awards.

Award-winning writer to present at spring seminar

tries and traveled in more than 30 
on fi ve continents. 

Her experiences have produced 
17 bestselling international intrigue 
titles confronting the problem of 
pain in modern thrillers including 
two Tyndale House releases set in 
Afghanistan, “Veiled Freedom,” a 
2010 ECPA Christian Book Award, 
and “Freedom’s Stand,” a 2012 

ECPA Christian Book Award and 
Carol Award fi nalist. Her newest 
book “Congo Dawn” was released 
last month.

Minnesota Christian Writers 
Guild President Delores Topliff 
said: “Windle is a fabulous writer 
and speaker. We loved her teaching 
at the Colorado Christian Writers 
Conference and asked her to do a 
seminar here if her schedule per-
mitted. We are blessed to have her.”

Windle will also speak at the 
Guild’s monthly meeting on Mon-
day, April 15 at 6:45 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room at Christ Presbyteri-
an Church in Edina. Her topic will 
be “Writing to Change the World.” 

The seminar cost is $70 for Guild 
members, $85 for non-members 
and half-price for students and 
includes lunch, snacks and materi-
als. For more information, visit www.
mnchristianwriters.org or call (952) 
807-7795. Visitors may attend any 
one Guild meeting free. Yearly mem-
bership is $40 ($20 for students) or 
$10 per meeting.

For details, contact JoAnne at 763-242-9181 

www.hidinghurtinghealing.com
(click on programs tab)

Brooklyn Park  |  Andover  |  Red Wing  |  Cambridge

Participation is confi dential
There is no charge

Hiding - Hurting - Healing | Out of the Shadows
Women’s Programs

Christ-centered 10-week series for women who need healing 
from painful relationships and abuse, past or present. 

952-432-7770

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation Accounting

Serving the community since 1983WHAT NEEDS FIXING?
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