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Godtown
Ministry aims to transform
community of Frogtown
By Scott Noble
SAINT PAUL — “God, would you
come and move so powerfully in
this community that people would
start calling it ‘Godtown?’”
That was John Tolo’s prayer one
night several years ago after moving
his ministry to St. Paul’s Frogtown
neighborhood. The previous few
years had been a time of transition for Tolo, a time of exploring
new avenues of ministry and seeing
where God was leading. The idea
for Godtown, however, would have
its roots across the river in Minneapolis.
For three years, Tolo was behind
The Hot Spot café, a free coffee
shop in the Dinkytown neighborhood of Minneapolis. The idea behind the café was to offer a gathering place for the community where
they could find peace and build
relationships—potentially with believers.

After a time, however, Tolo felt
God leading him to a different focus. Since the free coffee shop’s
founding, others ministries had
moved in to the area and were offering significant Christian ministry
and Tolo believed these ministries
were better equipped. In a sense,
he felt they had accomplished what
they had set out to do.
“At the end of our time in Dinkytown, we really started to get a
burden for finding an abandoned
house in an inner city neighborhood and then going into the
neighborhood and establishing a
mission base,” Tolo said.
As someone who had grown up
in the inner city, Tolo had a passion and a heart to work in urban
settings.
When Tolo and his wife, Jennifer,
felt God saying it was time to move
on their new mission, the couple
See GODTOWN page 2

Bread, boots and blankets
Churches partner to provide shelter for
the homeless during frigid weather
By Scott Noble

Members of Godtown are committed to being a light for Christ in the Frogtown
neighborhood of St. Paul.
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Overnight shelter
On Sunday morning, Jan. 5,
the Rev. Becky Hanson, pastor of
Community Care at Elim Church,
and others had already made the
decision to open up an aroundthe-clock emergency shelter for
those without permanent homes.
“We are in regular communi-

cation and friendship with those
who are experiencing homelessness,” Hanson said. “So for us to
open the emergency shelter, it
was an extension of the work that
Elim has already said to the Lord,
‘Yes, we will do this; we will partner with you in this.’”
For several years, Elim has
operated Hope Avenue, which
provides breakfast, showers, free
clothing, Bible studies and other
necessities for those experiencing
homelessness. The ministry typically operates on Sunday mornings and regularly sees 200 people
participate.
See WEATHER, page 11

Program to help young adults determine life calling
By Scott Noble

Editor’s Note ...................... 4

MINNEAPOLIS — The temperatures were cold, drastically
cold. Records were being set all
over the Upper Midwest as a “Polar Vortex” swept into Minnesota
in early January. Highs for several
days never approached zero, and
lows hovered in the teens and 20s
below zero for the metro area.
Gov. Mark Dayton even canceled school across the state on
Monday, Jan. 6; many schools
called off classes the following day
as well.
While many Minnesotans put
on an extra coat or turned up the
heat or just stayed inside, thou-

sands of homeless vied for shelter beds and did everything they
could to gather provisions for the
cold snap.
For several churches in NE
Minneapolis, the record cold
snap was an opportunity to partner together and demonstrate the
Body of Christ.

BLOOMINGTON — Bethany International recently announced a
new educational program at Bethany College of Missions (BCOM) designed for high school students unsure of their futures. The program
is called Leadership, Evangelism,
and Discipleship (L.E.A.D.) and
aims to launch in August.
Kenneth Freire, assistant director
of Student Discipleship at BCOM
said the program is designed for
kids right out of high school who
are not necessarily ready for college. They have a passion for God,
Freire believes, they just haven’t determined their life’s calling.
“What we’re trying to do is get
them in a place where they can figure those things out,” he said. “And
in an environment where they can

grow in the Lord, they can have a
passion for the Lord, especially
since we know that many times
when kids go from high school
straight to college, they start to waver on their faith because they’ve
never really thought about some of
the things [related to Christianity
in general].”
This last component—the challenge of remaining committed to
Christ while in college or in the
late teens and early 20s—is a critical component of the L.E.A.D. program.
“For so many years, it was just the
face of their parents,” Freire said.
“Now that they grow up and are trying to make it on their own, we’re
trying to help them be in an environment where we can train them
to think critically about their faith.”
The training program will run three

Bethany College of Missions new L.E.A.D. program aims to help high school
students find their true calling and to help them take their faith into the world.

months, while an additional fourth
month will be focused on outreach.
Teaching will be in the classroom as
well as out in the field, giving students

opportunities to practice their faith
in real-world settings. In essence, the
See L.E.A.D., page 11
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GODTOWN…
Continued from page 1
contacted a real estate agent and
visited nearly two dozen houses before they found the right one—or
two—in Frogtown.
“Finally … we found this place;
it was actually two houses on this
property,” Tolo said. “This one had
been abandoned for 10 years,” referring to the main house. “The one
next to it had been abandoned for
seven years. There were two houses
on one lot, and they were both being used to sell drugs. There were
people who would come and crash
in here.”
The long road of construction
and restoration would now begin.
The overall ministry plan was
still developing, but they knew
they wanted to provide “safe, sober
community for young adults,” Tolo
said. “And to have something that
impacts the community.”
And that wasn’t really much different from what Tolo did with The
Hot Spot café.
“It’s really a continuation of what
we were doing when we had The
Hot Spot over in Dinkytown, which

John Tolo prayed that God would move so powerfully in the neighborhood that
people would start to call it ‘Godtown.’

is really focusing on what things
transform a community and how
do you engage this generation in a
way that’s really relevant to them,”
he said.
The Godtown initiative has several offshoots, including the Frogtown Community House and Garden Project; the Safe City Project;
the Urban Mission Training Program (UMTP); and Young Adult
Koinonia.

The Tolos also weren’t just going to do ministry in the neighborhood; they wanted to live in the
area as well, so they rented a home
less than a block from the main
mission house.
As construction began on the
main house, students and young
adults began visiting each day, looking for ways to help. In light of
their eagerness to work, Tolo determined they should add Bible teach-

ing to this physical labor time. He
had been positively impacted by the
Lay Ministry Training Center out of
North Heights Lutheran Church
many years ago, so the idea of a
practical training program began
to develop in Tolo’s mind.
“We decided to start the Urban
Mission Training Program,” Tolo
said. “Within a month, we’d made
it really flexible, so … people can
commit to being involved part time
and come one day a week. If people
want to be involved full time, it’s
three days a week.”
The training runs in several cycles: January to May; June to the
end of August; and September to
December, with a few weeks here
and there for breaks.
Tolo describes the growing training program as “a tech school for
ministry.” Students devote 70 percent of their time to action, while
30 percent is devoted to classroom
work.
“If you look at what Jesus did,
the disciples followed Him around
and then He would tell parables.
He would do stuff and then they’d
regroup and go, ‘What was all that
about?’” Tolo said. “That’s kind of
what we do.”

Students spend one hour each
morning in prayer, followed by
three hours of work on one of the
community houses or gardens or
participating in one of several community outreaches.
Ivana is a student in UMTP. She
went on a missions trip with Tolo
last year and felt the Lord calling
her to become part of Godtown.
On Tuesdays, she goes with a group
into the neighborhood streets and
evangelizes.
“We go with a prophetic lady,”
Ivana said. “We go on treasure
hunts. We ask God for clues like
a piece of clothing or something,
and then He will put something
out. Then we will go out. It always
works. God is always faithful. We
always find someone who needs encouragement, someone who needs
prayer. People come here. They are
just drawn.”
The idea of being present is a
centerpiece for what Tolo hopes to
accomplish.
“The biggest thing that has been
crucial for us is to be visible and to
be present,” Tolo said. “The impact
we have in this neighborhood is
because we’re occupying the land.
We started with one little piece, and
now we’re actively involved in 55
blocks. That’s in three years.”
Since the first house in March
of 2011, Tolo said they now work
with 10 homes in the neighborhood. They have the Eden Men’s
House, which is occupied by men
in the training program; the House
of Hope for women; the Victory
House and the Micah House, which
opens in February.
They also have plans to convert a
closed-down bar into the ministry’s
meeting place and headquarters.
As they have become involved
with more houses, the mission has
remained the same: to be a positive
impact on the community with the
Gospel.
When it comes to the financial
costs associated with the homes,
Tolo said they rely completely on
God for the finances.
“We really don’t have any finances,” he said. “God just provides perfectly all the time. We never quite
know how He is going to do it.”
The resources for each ministry
arrive when they need them.
“We had an objective that we
knew was God-given and then we
began to just look at the opportunities,” Tolo said. “One of the
things we’ve never done is expect
to have the resources before the
assignment. We get the assignment
and then what happens [is] the resources show up. I’ve learned that
the provision is in the assignment.
When you are in the assignment,
He is going to provide.”
Mark is another UMTP student
who lives in one of the men’s mission houses. He was invited to join
Tolo on a missions trip some time
ago, and since he has a Class A
driver’s license Mark got to drive
the bus. On that trip, he fell in love
with the mission of Godtown and
has spent the last 18 months enrolled in UMTP.
“If you were wondering the same
thing I was—when you are reading
books like Acts and why doesn’t this
stuff happen, why aren’t there communities like this anymore—and you
feel like you’re reading the Bible but
you need more, which everybody does,
just come down here and spend a day
just even observing, just see what’s going on,” he said. “You’re going to be
changed just by doing that, because
God is actively moving in this neighborhood.”
For more information on Godtown
and the various related ministries,
visit www.godtown.org.
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When something’s been around as long as we have,
it’s a good idea to freshen things up once in a while.

Coming soon… an extreme makeover

will be

refreshed.
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Disconnecting … and reconnecting
Why do we sometimes have to
reboot our computers in order for
them to work? It seems like such an
impossibly simple solution to what
can be a terribly frustrating problem. For some reason your cursor
freezes up when you open a file; or
a particular program won’t work
correctly; or my least favorite, the
computer markedly slows down for
no apparent reason.
These all seem like disparate problems, but they almost inevitably have
the same solution: restart the computer.
A simple step that can have incredibly
significant results.
This idea has been rummaging
around in my thoughts for the last
several months. As someone who
spends a lot of time in the creative
space of my brain, I predictably
find myself at times drained, spent
and even void of ideas (hopefully
this article isn’t one of those times).
I spend so much time trying to
create sentences, form meaningful
passages and develop compelling

stories that sometimes my brain just
says, “That’s it. I’ve got nothing.”
We can experience this mindset
in other areas of our life as well.
How many people feel completely
overwhelmed at times by the constancy of emails, text messages,
phone calls, Tweets and any number of other communication methods that can easily become distractions? There are days—maybe even
weeks—where we want to turn off
the cell phone and email.
Sometimes there is nothing
more I would rather do than turn
off the new email sounder on my
computer. What makes it worse, at
least for me, is when that sounder
goes off two, four or seven times before I get a chance to see who contacted me. Maybe the new email is
nothing, just another distraction;
but maybe it’s a note that promptly
adds another several hours to my
already-busy workday.
I have friends who have gone
on technology retreats, where they

disengage from all their 21st century distractions for a period of
time. Inevitably, they return more
refreshed, energetic and eager to
tackle the obstacles and challenges
in their lives.
While this type of retreat is important, I think there’s another
aspect that we should consider.
In addition to disconnecting, we
should also invest in reconnecting.
Not necessarily with the means of
technology that caused us to make
this move in the first place but with
the loved ones who make our lives
rich and compelling.
I’m convinced that just disconnecting will only have short-term
benefits. I’m also convinced that a
commitment to reconnect with people in meaningful ways will have
more long-term, maybe even eternal, impact.
How many times have we tried to
talk with someone who constantly
was checking his phone or replying to text messages? It’s frustrat-

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
ing. Maybe we’ve even been that
person. A retreat from technology
won’t necessarily “fix” that desire to
keep on top of all media. However,
if we make a concerted effort to reconnect with people in meaningful
ways, it can literally transform our
lives—and theirs as well.
Jesus did this all the time in His
relationship with the Father, most
notably in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus was tired, burdened

and distraught about what was
about to come in His life, namely
the crucifixion. He said to Peter and others, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point
of death.”
Jesus then went and spent time
with the Father, praying and communing and finding new energy
and strength for the journey ahead.
He emerged from this time better
able to encounter the challenges
ahead.
That’s the example Jesus gave to
us when it comes to relationships.
There are so many things that can
distract us from what’s really important: family, friends, neighbors and
other unique relationships.
A simple retreat from technology
is a good step. However, making a
commitment to reconnect with people around us in more meaningful
ways will make our lives richer and
more fulfilling.
Are you ready to reconnect with
the people in your life today?

Dispelling the darkness—rediscovering God the Father
Many years ago, Friedrich Nietzsche said, “God is dead, God
remains dead and we have killed
Him.” Is God simply an echo of
times past even for us who gather
week after week to hallow His
name? Be warned: a world without
God lies before us if this generation
is not prepared to defend the important doctrine of God the Father
clearly delineated in Scripture.
You may retort, “I do not deny
the existence of God.” What if I
asked you a more probing question? “Is the God you believe in a
God of your own making—one not
actually found in the Bible?”
Is the God you believe in too
small, too weak? Have we accepted
a form of Christianity that is more
educated but less powerful, more
civilized but less compassionate,
more acceptable but less authentic
than that which our spiritual ancestors practiced?
Do you have any malignant questions that have become toxic to
your spiritual well-being: “How can
God let my loved one hurt me so?”
“Why is my family (or friend, or
self) the one in a thousand with a
rare genetic disorder?” “Where is
God when I need Him?”
On a bad day, we tend to reduce
God to the size of our greatest failure, biggest problem or worst fear.
Too many of us who profess faith in

Fred Iglesia
God seem to think that Christianity
is something to add to our already
busy lives, not something that controls, constrains and shapes our vision and all of our goals.
Let’s think more clearly about
God and His ways. A. W. Tozer said,
“A low view of God is the cause of a
hundred lesser evils. A high view of
God is the solution to 10,000 temporal problems.”
No study of God can be deemed
comprehensive, for three reasons.
Tony Evans lists them as follows
in his book “Theology You Can
Count On.” First, the finite mind
cannot fully grasp an infinite being. Second is the moral problem.
The presence of sin, even in our
converted state, has limited our capacity for understanding spiritual
truth. Third, we have a resource
problem. God has simply not told

us everything about himself.
The first revelation of God in
Scripture is that of a creator. God
exists above His creation. He is one
of a kind. God is all-sufficient. Only
a fool would reject the existence of
God after looking at a creation as
complex and orderly as this universe.
If God has escaped our notice,
it is not due to a lack of evidence.
Leonardo de Vinci said, “The average person looks without seeing,
listens without hearing, touches
without feeling, eats without tasting, inhales without awareness of
odor or fragrance and talks without thinking.” Yet we need to go far
beyond the knowledge of God as
creator and come to know the God
Jesus revealed to us as Father.
“If you want to judge how well
a person understands Christianity,
find out how much he makes of the
thought of being God’s child, and
having God as his father …. ‘Father’ is the Christian name of God,”
explains J. I. Packer.
Holiness is one of those uncomfortable attributes because it reminds us how much unlike God
we are. The holiness of God is His
purity, the standard of righteousness to which the whole universe
must conform. Max Lucado writes
of Satan as the author of weak moments: “It’s the teenager in the

backseat. It’s the alcoholic buying
‘just one’ …. Confusion, guilt, rationalization, despair … desecrate
the purest [heart]. Satan numbs
our awareness and short-circuits
our self-control.”
Draw strength from Frederick Faber’s words, “Every moment of resistance to temptation is a victory.”
Erwin Lutzer’s words have properly framed how every temptation
should be viewed, “Temptation is
not a sin; it is a call to battle.”
In the modern-day cacophony of
cell phones, e-mail and instant messaging, what will distinguish God’s
people from others will be hearing
and heeding whispers from above.
We need to tune out the white
noise of our lives. There is a frequency that your life was designed
to be tuned to and that frequency
is the unique voice of God. Often
He delivers nothing more than a
nudge—easy to dismiss if you do
not recognize the Source.
Perhaps the most defining characteristic of God the Father is the
lengths to which He will go to bring
the transforming, reconciling gospel to a searching soul. One example occurred in 1908 when Jasper
Toe cried out to God, who directed
him to walk the seven-day trip to
Garraway Beach.
Meanwhile, John Perkins and
his wife were on a ship rounding

the coast of Liberia. They knew
God had called them to Africa,
but they didn’t know exactly where
God wanted them to go. When they
sensed the Holy Spirit prompting
them to get off the ship, they took a
canoe to shore.
And so on Christmas Day, 1908,
seeker and messengers came together
on this shore in cannibal country. They
followed Jasper Toe back to his village,
learned the language, and he became
their first convert.
May you find a heightened appreciation for the mystery and majesty of God in this poem from Elizabeth Barrett Browning:
“Earth’s crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire
with God:
But only he who sees, takes off
his shoes,
The rest sit round it, and pluck
blackberries.”
I encourage you to see and then
“take off your shoes.”
Dr. Fredrick M. Iglesia (Trinity International University) was a
professor in the Biblical & Theological Department at the University
of Northwestern – St. Paul (15
years) and is currently president/
CEO of Mosaic Ministries. He can
be reached at (952) 353-0169 or
through fred.iglesia@outlook.
com.

The question that never goes away: Evil, suffering and God
What should Christians say about
all the suffering in the world?
Philip Yancey is one of those
rare Christians writers who are not
afraid to ask the hard questions and
is never content with pat answers.
Before becoming a famous and
successful author for books like
“What’s So Amazing about Grace,”
he wrote those “drama in real life”
articles for Reader’s Digest. And in
his new book, “The Question That
Never Goes Away,” Philip says that
many of the people he wrote about,
who had survived one tragedy or
another, complained that too many
Christians tried to minimize or
explain away their suffering with
comments such as, “God is punishing you,” or, “No, it’s Satan,” or “In
time it will make sense,” or “You’ve
been specially selected to demonstrate faith,” or “God needed them

more than you do.”
Such well-intended comments
only worsen the pain of those suffering. But Yancey is also not advocating that we run away from those
hurting and suffering. I think “The
Question that Never Goes Away”
can make us all better at reaching
out to those who are suffering.
I talked with Yancey about “The
Question That Never Goes Away.”
The book is centered on Yancey’s
visits to the sites of three horrific
tragedies—the war in Sarajevo in
the former Yugoslavia, where more
than ten thousand people died;
the tsunami in Japan, where nearly
twenty thousand people died; and
the mass shooting in Newtown,
Connecticut, which left twenty
school children and six staff members dead, plus the mother of the
shooter.

John Stonestreet
It was the last incident, at Sandy
Hook Elementary, that affected
him most directly, Yancey said.
“You kiss your daughter or son
goodbye,” Philip told me, “you
put them on the school bus, and
then the next thing you hear is this
message that no parent ever wants

to hear.” Yancey spoke to grieving
people at all three places and came
away convinced that Christians
must do a better job answering the
perennial question, “What is God
up to—or not—in a world of such
tragedy and pain?”
After all, it is Christians, not
the so-called New Atheists such
as Richard Dawkins, that have an
open door to help … if we will walk
through it sensitively. “If Richard
Dawkins were consistent,” Yancey
told me, “and if he were asked to
speak to Newtown, he would say
… this universe is a place of blind
cosmic indifference. It’s a pitiless
place. ... That doesn’t do much for
parents who’ve just lost their sixyear-old child.”
But Christians are able to genuinely offer hurting people compassion and hope, because Jesus

offered both in his words and his
actions. As Yancey pointed out in
the interview, God Himself joined
us in this world of suffering. “The
Message” paraphrase of the Bible
puts it this way: “The word became
flesh and blood and moved into
our neighborhood.”
And don’t forget which neighborhood: Bethlehem, a neighborhood under Roman occupation,
and the location of a slaughter of
innocents ordered by an arrogant,
tyrannical and paranoid king. The
neighborhood Jesus freely moved
into experienced shortly thereafter
a carnage similar to Newtown. No,
this doesn’t answer all of our questions in the face of a tragedy. But it
does tell us a bit about who God is,
that He is committed to us … and
See STONESTREET, page 15

February 2014 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 5

www.christianexaminer.com

Reconciliation, restoration and renewal
Winston Churchill once said,
“The farther backward you can
look, the farther forward you are
likely to see.” As a student of history, Churchill had an uncanny ability
to understand his society and foretell many historical events during
his lifetime.
Russ Gregg, the founder of Hope
Academy in Minneapolis, a Christian school lifting some of the highest-risk children out of educational
poverty, says, “To solve a difficult
problem, you must deeply understand the problem.”
What both of these visionary
leaders understand is that we need
to dig deep into our history, and dig
deep into the details of complex issues in order to discover solutions.
February is Black History month
in America. It’s an important time
to remind ourselves—and sometimes learn anew—our country’s
400-year history of enslavement, oppression and discrimination toward
African Americans.
Like many Minnesotans, I grew
up in an almost exclusively white
context with barely any awareness
of the lingering destruction caused
by centuries of racism. Like many
white Minnesotans, I assumed that
the 1960s civil rights victories resolved the problems of racism. But

…we need to dig deep into our
history, and dig deep into the
details of complex issues in
order to discover solutions.
Carl Nelson
that wasn’t the case because healthy
families, communities, institutions
and societies are formed over generations.
The truth is, in Minnesota, we
have one of the greatest achievement gaps between white students
and students of color. Incarceration rates of black men are much
higher than the general population. Health disparities between
blacks and whites in Minnesota are
shocking.
While slavery and Jim Crow laws
have ended, U.S. society still lives
with the painful, long-term effects
of discrimination, which deprived
many Americans the opportunity
to flourish. America’s racist segregation throughout much of the
20th century oppressed African

Americans, denying them economic opportunity and educational
advancement. Decades of overt
racism—like the kind portrayed
in the story of Jackie Robinson in
the movie “42”—trapped, damaged
and broke down the very fabric of
many African American communities.
It is also good to remind ourselves that the origins of the Abolitionist Movement—begun in
England—drew its energy and inspiration from the Christian faith
of people like William Wilberforce,
John Newton and Hannah More.
Eighteenth century British society was amazingly immoral, cruel
and irreligious, yet a coalition of
devout Christians committed their
lives to reforming the country’s
values and changing laws, most significantly ending the slave trade. A

byproduct of this Christian renewal
was the Victorian era and its cultural proprieties and the modern
missionary movement of the 19th
century.
Wilberforce, a natural-born leader and politician who lived a comfortable, merchant-class life free
from any moral conscience, upon
discovering personal faith in Jesus
Christ devoted his political career
to “abolishing the slave trade and
the reformation of manners.” At
the end of his life, he was so highly
respected that the leading members of Parliament requested to be
his casket bearers.
We need to know this to be reminded of the impact that our faith
in Jesus Christ can and should have
when we align ourselves against the
injustices of the world.
While we as a nation—and par-

ticularly those who follow Christ—
repent of the sins of our forefathers
and reject the practices and beliefs
of racial segregation in the past, today the church must continue with
the faithful struggle of the abolitionists. We must continue the work
of the gospel, which at its core is a
force for reconciliation, restoration
and renewal.
I believe real reconciliation
and societal renewal requires the
church and the gospel of Jesus, but
we must look back and know our
history, and we must deeply understand today’s problems and their
sources in order to overcome the
deep and painful wounds caused by
centuries of racism.
Join me during Black History
month to read the histories and
watch the documentaries retelling
our painful past, and seek to understand the complex realities of racial
disparities and ethnic division that
wound our society today. And commit with me that as a follower of
Jesus, you will continue the gospel
work of reconciliation, restoration
and renewal.
Carl Nelson is president and CEO
of Transform Minnesota (formerly
the Greater Minnesota Association
of Evangelicals).

The business of being a good neighbor
As Christians, our greatest
commandments are to love the
Lord with all our heart, soul and
mind and to love our neighbors
as ourselves. In the November
issue of the “Minnesota Christian
Examiner,” Scott Noble wrote
a moving piece about loving
our neighbors. He argues that
“neighbor” doesn’t just apply to
those living near us, but “means
all those who live around us,
interact with us and those whom
we may not even know. They are
all our neighbors.”
In his piece, Noble encourages
all of us to extend the idea of
loving our neighbors to everyone
in all our spheres of influence.
In our global economy, our
daily lives are increasingly interconnected—from the food we eat
to the clothes we wear to even the
cars we drive. These resources are
connected to our neighbors living and working across the world.
Typically, when we think of loving our neighbors, we focus on
direct acts such as meeting needs,
providing comfort, showing kindness and offering forgiveness.
What about indirect impacts?
While we may be faithful in loving our neighbors near us, what
if the way we are living or our

choices are causing unforeseen
harm in others? What would be
our responsibility as believers?
In Micah 6:8, the Lord requires
us to “To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.” Perhaps, part of loving our
neighbor is striving to live in a way
where our everyday choices and
actions reflect what God has called
us to. As Christians, we are called
to not only love our neighbors, but
to stand up against injustice, to
“Speak for those who cannot speak
for themselves, for the rights of all
who are destitute” (Proverbs 31:8).
We need to be sensitive that
loving our neighbor may also
require us to act or speak out at
times when we know that they are
being harmed.
For example, many churches,
including my local congregation
in Minneapolis, serve coffee before and after church services as
a way to help foster community
relationships. During the last decade or so, many congregations
started learning more about the
negative impacts to farm workers
by the coffee industry and began
questioning whether the coffee
they were serving matched the
values they stood for.
As a result, many churches decid-

ed to pay higher prices to purchase
Fair Trade Coffee in order to help
ensure that the coffee they served
every week was providing fair prices
to coffee growers and supporting
local communities.
While individual lifestyle choices are important, there are some
problems in this world that cannot be solved by personal choices
alone, but may require systemic
change and a collective voice.
For instance, you could change
all the light bulbs in your house
to LEDs and lower your electricity use, but this does not change
that the source powering those
bulbs may be coming from a coalfired power plant that is releasing
toxic amounts of air pollution
and harming the health of our
neighbors and God’s creation.
I have been working in the
environmental community for
more than 10 years. It is because
of my deep love for God, my
desire to protect His creation
and my concern for the health
and well-being of God’s people
that brought me into this work.
Throughout these 10 years, I have
repeatedly witnessed that when
we fail to be good stewards of
the environment, often the most
vulnerable—the poor, the elderly

Alexis Williams
and the unborn—are the most
negatively impacted.
People can be surprised to
learn that roughly half of our
electricity in Minnesota is generated from coal-fired power plants.
These plants produce more than
just electricity. Coal-fired power
plants in the state release more
than a third of Minnesota’s greenhouse gas emissions and many
other dangerous air pollutants.
That means a high percentage
of the electricity powering our
churches, schools and homes
may be damaging the health of
Minnesotans and our environment and not be in line with the
values we stand for.
What does this mean for members of the Body of Christ? Do

we have a responsibility to call
on our electric companies to act
as good neighbors—to do business in a way that does no harm
to others? What would happen
if thousands of Christians put
forth a new vision for our energy
system, one that is guided by our
love for God and by justice, mercy
and stewardship?
How do we wrestle with both
the call for us as individuals
to speak out and protect our
neighbors but also ensure that
the church does not become
political or off mission?
There are many questions and
no easy answers. But as Christians,
we should be willing to struggle
with these difficult questions and
to be sensitive to where the Spirit
may be calling us. I am optimistic
that as we humbly wrestle with
these complex issues, together we
can ensure that our whole way of
life, including our daily choices
and actions, increasingly reflects
our deep love for God and our
neighbors.
Alexis Williams is a policy associate at Fresh Energy, a Minnesota organization shaping and
driving realistic, visionary energy
policies that benefit all.
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Got PAIN?

FIND OUT WHY!

Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT PAUL — The state’s second
Polar Vortex of 2014 didn’t deter what
organizers said was thousands of Minnesotans who came to the State Capitol
on Wednesday, Jan. 22 for the annual
March for Life, which is sponsored by
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
(MCCL). The event commemorates
the 1973 Supreme Court decision in
Roe v. Wade that made abortion legal.
While the cold weather didn’t
prevent people from making the
trip to the seat of state government,
organizers moved the event inside
because of the cold weather, which
was only the second time in its 40year history this has occurred.
Since the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, MCCL said that some 56 million lives nationally have been lost
to abortion, including 588,000 in
Minnesota, citing statistics from the
Minnesota Department of Health.
One of the themes of the march
was to encourage lawmakers to ban
taxpayer-funded abortions.
“In Minnesota, more than one
third of all abortions are paid for
with our tax dollars,” said MCCL
Development Associate Jan Ochsner, via a news release. “Rather
than turning our backs on women
and encouraging them to get a free
abortion, we should be using that
money—our tax dollars—to provide real help to women.”
Many pro-life officials were on
hand for the march, including state
legislators and U.S. Representative
John Kline, who read a list of prolife legislation he has sponsored.
“None of these has become

HealthSource of Minnetonka
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Derek Anderson, D.C.
14413 Excelsior Blvd
Minnetonka, MN 55345
(952) 746-1506
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HealthSource of Chaska
www.healthsourceofchaska.com
Tyler Hasse, D.C.
122 Pioneer Trail
Chaska, MN 55318
(952) 856-8563

law,” he said, according to the release. “That’s why you’re here today. Thank you for being here. Stay
with it. We must protect life, and we
cannot do it without you.”
Other pro-life members of the
Minnesota congressional delegation, including Erik Paulsen, Michele Bachmann and Collin Peterson, sent written greetings to
march organizers.
As the 2014 Minnesota legislative
session gets underway, MCCL has
outlined several items on its pro-life
agenda. The group wants to continue its efforts to end taxpayer funding of abortions, which the group
says accounts for 34 percent of all
abortions performed in Minnesota.
MCCL also wants to see abortion
facilities subject to inspection and

licensing, which it says is currently
not the case.
Finally, MCCL will push for the
passage of the Pain-Capable Unborn Protection Act, “which prohibits abortions at the point when
an unborn child can feel pain,” according to the release.
The group will also continue to
push for programs “that provide
help to pregnant and parenting
mothers and their children, so that
no woman ever feels forced into an
abortion due to lack of resources,”
the release said.

For more information about MCCL
and the March for Life, visit www.
mccl.org.
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Cold weather brought thousands of pro-lifers indoors for the annual March for
Life event at the State Capitol.
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Actor Diogo Morgado stars in a scene from “Son of God,” which releases Feb.
28. It is co- by husband-and-wife team Mark Burnett and Roma Downey.

Epic ‘Son of God’ to hit theaters
In a move fitting of a film about
Jesus, the people behind “The Bible: Miniseries” have resurrected
scenes from their 10-hour History
Channel hit biopic to create “Son
of God,” a new theatrical release focusing on the Messiah.
The 20th Century Fox film debuts Feb. 28 and stars Portuguese
actor Diogo Morgado, who portrayed Christ in the blockbuster cable broadcast on the History Channel nearly a year ago. The TV series
depicted the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation, while “Son of God”
narrows the lens to follow the life
of Jesus from birth to resurrection.
Although some scenes will be
recast from “The Bible” for the
new film, producers Mark Burnett
and Roma Downey will add scenes
that were left on the cutting room
floor for the original production,
which included exotic filming locales such as Morocco. Running
two hours and 15 minutes, “Son of
God” will highlight the teachings of
Jesus, his miracles, the crucifixion
and resurrection.
It is the first full-length theatrical
feature on Christ since Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ,”
which was released 10 years ago this
spring.
In keeping with the quality of
“The Bible,” its offspring “Son of

God” offers epic quality acting,
stunning visual effects and a powerful orchestral score from Oscarwinner Hans Zimmer.
Morgado, whose credits are
well-known in his native Portugal,
recently wrapped up leading roles
in two independent films in the
United States, where he lives part
time. The film also stars co-producer Downey, best known for her role
as Monica in the popular ’90s TV
show “Touched by an Angel,” as
well as Amber Rose Revah, Louise
Delamere and Darwin Shaw.
The film is directed by Christopher Spencer, who co-wrote the
screenplay with Richard Bedser,
Colin Swash and Nic Young.
In recent years Burnett, a prominent
reality show creator, and Downey have
made a name for themselves with faithbased programming. Late last year the
power couple announced plans for
the CBS miniseries “The Dovekeepers.” They are also working on “A.D.:
Beyond the Bible,” a sequel to “The
Bible,” which will air on NBC in 2015.
The 12-hour miniseries will pick up at
the crucifixion and show the impact of
Christ’s resurrection on his followers,
his mother and the authorities.

For information, visit www.
sonofgodmovie.com.
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Looking to get married?
Try a Christian college
By Katherine Burgess
Religion News Service
When Dordt College graduates
Jordan Harmelink and Rachel
Tennant said “I do” at their July
wedding, they joined the masses of
graduates who meet their spouse
at private Christian colleges.
According to an analysis by
Facebook, of the top 25 colleges
where men are most likely to
meet their spouse, all are private
Christian institutions. For women,
more than half (64 percent) of
the top 25 colleges where they’re
likely to find a husband are religious schools.
The 12 schools that appear on
both lists: They’re all Christian
colleges.
“There’s a Lutheran boy for
every Lutheran girl,” said Jeff
Schone, vice president for student

life at Martin Luther College
in New Ulm, Minn. “I’m being
lighthearted when I say that. But
it seems to be true.”
The analysis by Sofus Macskassy
and Lada Adamic of Facebook’s
data science team compared users’ profiles and looked at couples
who were listed as being married
to each other and who attended
the same college. The study only
considered four-year schools with
at least 1,000 married alumni.
The study found that among
Facebook users who were married college graduates and over
the age of 25, about one in four
(28 percent) had attended the
same college. (There were several
caveats, such as not including
people who didn’t list their college in their Facebook profile, or
being unable to say whether the
romance bloomed before, during

or after college).
Either way, the study left one
thing clear: If you’re looking
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for a spouse, start on a Christian
campus.
Edward Blews Jr., president of
the Council for Christian Colleges
& Universities, said he was not surprised that the majority of schools
listed were Christian schools since
the students at Christian colleges
often have shared values.
“There’s also the view that
young people are sent in part to
Christian colleges by their parents
and families to find a good Christian spouse,” Blews said. “Perhaps
at the Christian college there may
be a bit more pressure on students
to find that good Christian spouse
before they finish their four years
and go out into a very different
and diverse world.”
Schone said students at religious schools often come from
similar backgrounds and have
similar plans for the future, and
perhaps marriage is more highly
valued by Christians, resulting in
higher rates among young people.
Blews also met his wife while
the two studied at Seattle Pacific
University in the 1970s.
“For me it was love, pretty much
at first sight,” Blews said. “I was
just fascinated by this beautiful
young woman who was very smart
and very outspoken and very
articulate.
“We keenly understood the

theological perspective that we
shared, the culture in which we
grew up. For us that really did
lead us to become soul mates.
And for us we have no question that God ordained that
we should come together in a
lifelong marriage.”
While many marry at Christian colleges, Blews said schools
must be careful not to demean
singleness. The single life, Blews
said, is “also an important and
valued spiritual expression to be
respected and celebrated.”
Harmelink said his classmates
often laughed about the marriage culture at Dordt, joking that
women on the campus in Sioux
Center, Iowa, were in search of
their “MRS degree.”
Shortly before Harmelink
arrived on campus, people at
Dordt promoted the slogan “get
engaged,” Harmelink said, meaning students should “get engaged
with God.”
Students didn’t take it quite
that way.
Refreshed publishers Lamar and
Theresa Keener fit this profile. They
met while attending Liberty Baptist
College, now Liberty University. In
fact, Lamar was the very first person Theresa met when she arrived
on campus.
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Christian persecution on the rise around the world
Increase noted among
‘failed’ countries
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — Christian persecution increased around the
world in 2013, according to the
Open Doors 2014 World Watch
List (WWL). The annual report is
a ranking of the 50 countries where
religious persecution of Christians
is the worst.
For the 12th consecutive year,
North Korea “remains the world’s
most restrictive nation in which to
practice Christianity,” according to
the WWL. A major note in 2013 was
the marked increase in persecution
in countries that are classified as
“failed,” a designation that implies
a government that has little or no
control over its social and political
structures.
Following North Korea, the top
ten countries where Christians endured the most pressure and violence included Somalia, Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Maldives, Pakistan, Iran and Yemen.
“The 2014 WWL is the most
comprehensive study of the systematic persecution of Christians
ever done,” said Open Doors USA
President/CEO Dr. David Curry,
via a media release. “Often completely unaddressed in the West
is the fact that Christians are the
largest persecuted minority in the
world. Countries on the WWL, such
as North Korea, Saudi Arabia and
throughout the Middle East and
North Africa, are targeting Christians; imprisoning, punishing and
even in some cases murdering people who choose to express privately
or publicly their Christian faith.
The 2014 WWL is a wake-up call to
Americans to become more aware
of these atrocities and restrictions
on religious freedom.”
The Rev. Dave Gibson, pastor of
Missions and Evangelism at Grace
Church in Eden Prairie and a leading expert in overseas missions,
said he has witnessed some of this
persecution with the church’s mission partners.
“It’s very real,” he said. “I come
across it more frequently than I’d

like to see … especially in places
like Vietnam. There’s hardly a pastor that we meet with that hasn’t
experienced some type of persecution, imprisonment. We just dedicated a church up in the central
highlands … and the pastor had
been put in prison for six years.
[He had three of his ribs broken
and], they tethered him to a corpse
of a dead man, just to traumatize
him just for serving the Lord.”
Gibson has visited Vietnam every
year since 1996 and regularly brings
teams to the area. Grace Church
currently has 11 sister-church relationships in the country, and they
have helped plant more than 40
churches through the Evangelical
Church of Vietnam.
Gibson and Grace Church also
have strong ties to churches and
Christians in Iraq, and along with
Vietnam, “That’s where I’ve seen
[persecution] most evident,” he
said.
While the increase in persecution is not necessarily surprising,
the reasons behind it are not so easily understood. Gibson, however,
believes inaction on the part of
the government plays at least some
role.
“Part of it is, I think, our government gives some lip service to human rights, and I don’t think there
is the political pressure that should
be probably imposed on some of
these countries and holding them
accountable for violations of human rights,” he said.
Another reason is just related to
the time in which we live.
“It’s the darkness of the world in
which we live,” Gibson said. “Men
love the darkness rather than the
light. Their deeds are evil. I think
Jesus said, ‘Don’t be surprised if the
world hates you.’ One of the promises Jesus made to us was, ‘In the
world you will have tribulation and
be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world.’ [This] kind of flies in
the face of wealth and health and
prosperity.”
It’s important, Gibson believes,
for believers in the U.S. and other

Christians search for belongings after more than 100 homes were torched in
Lahore, Pakistan. (ARIF ALI. RNS)

countries to remember those who
are being persecuted to try to understand better their plight and to
offer support.
“I try to create a level of awareness so that we stand with our
brothers and sisters in Christ who
are suffering around the world,”

he said. “Call our people to prayer.
We try to honor the days like the
International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church. We often will
have nationals come from these
countries who will share their experiences.”
Ultimately, the WWL list, accord-

ing to its organizers, is a call to help
people understand the plight of
these believers and to stand with
them.
“It is our intent through the
WWL to encourage more people
and organizations to carefully study
the needs and stories of persecuted
Christians, and as a result deepen
the passion to pray for them,” said
Dr. Ronald Boyd-MacMillan, head
of Strategy and Research for Open
Doors International, via the release. “The WWL is more than a set
of numbers. It must also be seen as
a human document, reflecting millions of sad but also amazing stories
of strong faith.”
To read the WWL report in its entirety, visit www.opendoorsusa.org/
press/2014/January/Persecutionof-Christians-Increases. For more
information about Grace Church,
visit www.atgrace.com.

New poll reveals changing religious landscape
U.S. may soon become minority Protestant country
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — The U.S. may
soon become a minority Protestant
country. That’s according to a new
report from the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. The Landscape Survey found that 51 percent
of Americans identify as Protestants, while Catholics account for
24 percent. Slightly over 78 percent
of Americans call themselves Christians.
The report found that Protestantism in the U.S. is “characterized
by significant internal diversity and
fragmentation, encompassing hundreds of different denominations
….” Within Protestantism, the report’s authors said, adherents gather around three core traditions:
evangelical churches (26 percent
of the overall adult population);
mainline churches (18 percent);
and historically black churches (7
percent).
Those who do not identify with
any religious tradition, commonly
called the “nones,” have experienced the greatest recent growth,
while Catholics experienced the
greatest losses in terms of affilia-

tion. The study found that 31 percent of Americans were raised in
the Catholic tradition but only 24
percent currently describe themselves as Catholics.
However, immigration has offset
those losses as the “foreign-born
adult population” of Catholics outnumbers Protestants by nearly a
two-to-one margin.
Those who identify with no particular religion also display some
diversity within their ranks, according to the study. Atheists make up
1.6 percent of this category, while
agnostics are 2.4 percent. The largest group within the “nones”—12.1
percent—identify themselves as
“nothing in particular.”
According to the “CityView Report” (© 2010) authored by John
Mayer, there are nearly 200 denominations represented in the Twin
Cities. On a weekly basis, Catholics
make up 33 percent of worship attendance across the metro area,
while Lutherans come in at 19 percent, Baptists at 13 percent, independents at 12 percent and others
at 23 percent.
Of the 10 largest churches in the
Twin Cities based on weekly wor-

ship attendance, half are Protestant
and half are Catholic. Eagle Brook
Church occupies the top spot with
some 13,000 weekly attendees, followed by North Heights Lutheran
Church, Living Word Christian
Center, Epiphany Catholic Church
of Coon Rapids and Saint John
Neumann Church.
Other significant findings from
the Landscape Survey include that
“men are significantly more likely
than women” not to claim religious
affiliation. The South has the highest percentage of those who identify with evangelical Protestantism,
while the Northeast has the most
Catholics, and the West includes
high concentrations of those with
no religious affiliation.
Finally, those who attend Baptist
churches account for nearly onethird of all Protestants.

For more information about the
Pew Forum on Religion and Public
Life, visit www.pewforum.org. To read
the entire U.S. Religious Landscape
Survey, visit religions.pewforum.org/
reports.
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WEATHER…
Continued from page 1
The ministry, however, doesn’t
usually offer overnight stays.
“We started out with three people off the street who were homeless and living under a bridge and
decided to do a small Bible study,”
said Duane Metz, site coordinator.
“That led to somebody bringing in
coffee and donuts, and somebody
bringing in a toaster and somebody bringing in a waffle iron.
That grew to our breakfast ministry that we have now, seven years
later, which can be as many as 200,
250 people for breakfast on a Sunday morning.”
On Sunday, Jan. 5, when the
record cold snap was in its early
stages and several days of frigid
weather would follow, “We said
‘yes’ to opening the shelter,” Hanson said. The shelter remained
open through Wednesday.
Body of Christ
“As a pastor, I take real seriously
the Ephesians 4:12 verse that tells
me as a pastor my job is to raise up
the Body of Christ for the work of
the ministry,” Hanson said.
To her, that meant telling others about the shelter and asking
for help.
Elim Church is part of Mission
Northeast, a partnership of more
than a dozen churches in the area
who collaborate in ministry and
on projects.
When the decision was made
to open the shelter, Hanson communicated to others in Mission
Northeast just what they were doing.
“When we made the announcement that we would open our
space and run an emergency shelter here, Mill City [Church] took
it upon themselves to notify everybody else,” Hanson said. “It was a
collaborative effort of this neighborhood.”
The Rev. Stephanie Williams of
Mill City Church communicated
the need to her congregation by
email, Facebook and Twitter. The
response was immediate. They had
people donate clothes, buy food
and volunteer to staff the church
during the four-day ministry.
Williams told of one volunteer
who took it upon himself to call
several of his friends and notify
them that he was stopping by to
pick up clothes. When the friends

told him they could spare a pair of
shoes or a shirt, he told them he
expected to pick up much more
than that. And he did.
Hanson said when they put out
the call for boots, they didn’t expect that by Sunday afternoon
they would have 45 pair.
“I had no want for volunteers,”
Hanson said. “The churches just
came in around us as the mortar. The shelter was open 24/7.
It was open at night in the event
that somebody came to the door.
We didn’t have sleeping bags; we
didn’t have mats. That was the
Body of Christ that brought all of
that stuff to us.”
Each night, the temporary
shelter at Elim Church averaged
between 20 and 25 people who
stayed overnight.
Duplication
Hanson and Williams believe
churches in other cities and neighborhoods can do similar partnerships and outreaches.
For those who are considering
such a move, Hanson said, “We
would encourage them to come
over and meet us. We started not
knowing what we were doing. Had
no idea. We, however, knew that
this was not a call that God gave
to me. This was a call that Elim
Church heard.”
The impact of churches coming together in efforts like this can
have far-reaching consequences,
Williams believes.
“When the churches come together in unity and say, ‘Yeah, we’re
different, and we might even have
some really important differences
but that doesn’t mean that we can’t
work together to love people in Jesus’ name and that no matter what
happens, if we do that together,
people who have never paid attention before [are interested in hearing more about this Jesus].’”
When that happens, the effort
becomes more about one particular church or ministry. It’s about
Jesus.
“This was the Body of Christ coming together,” Hanson said.

For more information about
Mission Northeast, visit www.
missionnempls.org. For more
information about Elim Church, visit
www.elimchurch.com, and for more
information about Mill City Church,
visit www.millcitychurch.com.

The BOOTH BROTHERS
in Concert

March 15, 2013, 6 p.m.
Cedar Valley Church, Bloomington, MN

For tickets, call: 651-638-6333
or visit: www.musicforthemaster.com
Artist’s Circle: $27 | General admission: $22
At the door: $27 | Group rate (10+): $17
(includes a $2 processing fee per ticket)

L.E.A.D.…
Continued from page 1
first part of the program will center on
discipleship.
The second part will teach students about leadership.
“This is learning that everyone is
called to be an influencer, to make an
impact,” Freire said. “If you’re going to
influence someone, somewhere along
the road, how can you influence them
for the greater cause?”
Students will focus on gifting and
social maturity skills, learning how
to engage the culture, being a good
communicator and learning how to
interpret Scripture.
The final aspect of the L.E.A.D.
program will look at evangelism. Students will learn how to decipher other
people’s worldviews and then how to
evangelize based on that knowledge.
Since there are numerous ways to
evangelize, Freire said they will help students discover their gifts in evangelism
and steer them toward opportunities
to use those gifts.
While some students—and their
parents—might balk at taking off three
months or postponing college for a
semester, Freire believes this time can

be crucial for their futures.
“For some, they may think if
they don’t go to school right away,
they’re going to miss out on their
life,” he said. “What we’re trying to
do is say, take four months to try
to figure out what your life is supposed to mean.”
And during those months, Freire
hopes their faith becomes stronger,
more real.
“I don’t want them to just have a
conceptual understanding of Christianity,” he said. “I want them to experience Christianity. I think both
of them go hand in hand. It should
never be one or the other. They are
both very integral. Good theology
should result into good orthodoxy
or orthopraxy. If they can get a
deep revelation of the love of Christ
for their hearts, they’re not going
to fall away.”
Freire said once students complete the program, they will have
three main options.
The first option is students can
stay for another four months to
hone their skills, essentially giving
them eight months of training in
their area, which can be leadership
or evangelism.
The second option, Freire said,

is students can decide that the program at BCOM was just what they
needed and now they are ready to
pursue additional coursework at
the missions school.
The third option, if they have
figured out what they want to do,
they can attend college, wherever
that may be. “But now [they] at
least know what degree to pursue
and why [they are going to] pursue
that,” Freire said.
The L.E.A.D. program at BCOM,
Freire believes, goes hand-in-hand
with the overall mission of Bethany
International.
“Bethany International has a
heart to train people to go places
where it is not,” he said. “Being
discipled and learning how to be
able to lead others where Christ is
not, that may mean the next college that you go to. That may mean
your next-door neighbor. That may
mean the community that doesn’t
really have a church there. We are
trying to train these people to be
more missional minded than just
overseas.”
For more information about
L.E.A.D., visit www.leadintern.com.

Take your marriage from apathetic to awesome!
by attending a

February 15-16 | March 22-23
Mount Olivet Conference Center in Farmington

Call 651.454.3238 to register

Give you
r
Valentin
e
the gift
of
love!

Visit www.marriages.org or call for a listing of retreats
Mention this ad and get $2500 OFF your registration fee
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

FEB 1-2 • FRI-SUN

FEB 5 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

Semi-Annual Book & Bake Sale, fundraiser to help Peace Lutheran Church
Children & Family Ministry, Sat. 9am-1pm
& Sun. 8am-12noon. Peace Lutheran
Church, 100 4th Ave. SW, New London
• (320) 354-2774

create respect, responsibility & good
decision-making in kids of all ages. 6pm.
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden
Valley Rd., Golden Valley. Free • (763)
231-2964, calvary.org/parentingclasses

FEB 1 • SATURDAY

“Remembering the Holocaust in Literature, Film & Theology,” 7-9pm. Bethel
University, St. Paul • (651) 638-6406,
bethel.edu/events/transfer-memory

Laugh for Life with Jeff Allen, 7pm. Grace
Church, Eden Prairie. $10-12. Benefiting
New Life Family Services • 1-800-9659324, nlfs.org

FEB 2 • SUNDAY
Comedian Michael Jr., comedy show,
7pm, Univ. of Northwestern – St. Paul,
Maranatha Hall. $15-$20 • michaeljr.
com

FEB 3 • MONDAY
Sidewalk Counseling Training Seminar,
6:30pm. University of St. Thomas, St.
John Vianney Seminary, 2110 Selby Ave.,
St. Paul. By Pro-Life Action Ministries •
(651) 771-1500
Comedian Michael Jr., comedy show, 7pm,
Univ. of Northwestern – St. Paul, Maranatha
Hall. $15-$20 • michaeljr.com

FEB 4 • TUESDAY

FEB 6 • THURSDAY

www.christianexaminer.com

FEB 9 • SUNDAY (cont.)

FEB 15 • SATURDAY (cont.)

MAR 1 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Christian Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd.,
Shoreview. $5-7 • (651) 486-6202,
hopmn.com/Concert.htm

Northwestern, Totino Lobby, 3003 North
Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

Grainer speaking, 9am. Calvary Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley. $10-20 • (763) 231-2983, calvary.org/pray, prayerventures.org

FEB 10 • MONDAY
Hope for Parents presents “Emotional
Intelligence: Raising Kids Who Connect,”
7-8:30pm. Hope Lutheran Church, 5728
Cedar Ave. South, Mpls • hopempls.org

FEB 11 • TUESDAY
“Weapons of the Spirit” Holocaust film,
followed by a panel discussion, 6pm.
Bethel University, St. Paul • (651)
638-6406, bethel.edu/events/transfermemory

FEB 12 • WEDNESDAY

Liberty Classical Academy hosts K-12
Open House, 7pm, 2696 Hazelwood
St., Maplewood • (651) 955-3748,
libertyclassicalacademy.org

Love & Logic Parenting Class, learn a
common-sense approach that provides
parents with easy-to-learn skills that
create respect, responsibility & good
decision-making in kids of all ages. 6pm.
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden
Valley Rd., Golden Valley. Free • (763)
231-2964, calvary.org/parentingclasses

FEB 7 • FRIDAY

FEB 13 • THURSDAY

Minnesota Country Gospel Opry with
Brent Clark Ramsey, 7pm. Crowne
Pointe Church, 7121 Bloomington Ave.
S, Richfield • (612) 961-8812, krystalclearmusic.com

American Red Cross Blood Drive, 8am.
HealthSource Chiropractic, 724 Mainstreet, Hopkins • (952) 943-2584,
healthsourceofhopkins.com

FEB 7-8 • FRI-SAT
“Growing Disciples: It Takes Time,”
equipping conference with Alan Hirsch
& Steve Thompson speaking. North
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 Hwy 96
West, Arden Hills. $45 • (651) 490-1517
x20, lutheranrenewal.org

Frontier LifeSkills Seminar: Whole Person, Whole Health with Megan Knuth
speaking, 6:30pm. Frontier Fellowship/
RCMI, 1139 Payne Ave., St. Paul • (651)
283-5116, info@rcmi.us

FEB 8 • SATURDAY

FEB 5 • WEDNESDAY

FEB 9 • SUNDAY

Love & Logic Parenting Class, learn a
common-sense approach that provides
parents with easy-to-learn skills that

Hope Sunday Evening Concert Series
presents Prudence Johnson & Dan
Chouinard in concert, 5:15pm. Hope

Every Man’s Battle for Purity, 8am.
Crosswinds Church, 8106 31st Ave. NW,
Oronoco. $45 • (507) 261-8643

Liberty Classical Academy hosts Lower
School Tour, 8am, 1660 North Birch
Lake Avenue, White Bear Lake • (651)
955-4082, libertyclassicalacademy.org
New Brighton Friend 2 Friend Chapel for
people with disabilities, their families
& friends, 6:30-8pm. Summit Church,
845 Summit Ave., St. Paul • larry@
larryandcarolyn.com

FEB 14 • FRIDAY
Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social, 6:30pm. Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka • (612)
866-8970, (651) 649-4525

FEB 15 • SATURDAY
Home School Science Fair, University of

FEB 15-16 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Conference & Retreat Center, Farmington •
(651) 454-3238, marriages.org

FEB 18 • TUESDAY
New Brighton Friend 2 Friend Chapel for
people with disabilities, their families &
friends, 6:30-8pm. New Brighton Community Center, 400 10 St. NW, New Brighton,
Room 224 • larry@larryandcarolyn.com
Twin Cities Creation Science Assoc.
“Teaching Children the Biblical View of
Dinosaurs,” with Shyla Allard, University
of Northwestern, 3003 North Snelling,
Roseville, Totino Fine Arts Center, Room
F2128 • tccsa.tc

Set Apart, a faith-filled conference for
women with Dee Brestin & Angie Smith
speaking. University of Northwestern
St. Paul, Maranatha Hall, Totino Fine
Arts Bldg, 3003 Snelling Ave. North, St.
Paul • (651) 631-5151, setapartconference.com

FEB 22 • SATURDAY
Your Woman of the Hour Outreach presents “Encouragement & Empowerment
for all Women,” 9:45am-12noon. 3400
Park Ave. South, Mpls • empowermentoutreach4u@hotmail.com
Harvest Homes Benefit Banquet, raise
funds to purchase land for children’s
homes in the Philippines for street
children & orphans, 6pm. The River of
God Church, 2490 7th Ave. E, North St.
Paul. $20/person, $150/table of 8 •
(651) 288-1020, harvest-network.com
Taking the Streets by Storm, outreach
ministry launching & record label with
Kind David aka The Recruiter & Christ
Eyes, 7pm. Open Door Evangelistic
World Ministries, 615 E. 28th St., Mpls.
Free • (612) 483-7670, straightstreetministry.org
Arrive Ministries (formerly World Relief
MN) informational gathering for churches
who want to learn more about developing
refugee gardens. Richfield • murnyak@
gmail.com

A Baptist Church with a Difference!

Call 952-432-7490 or visit our website for more information: graceseventhdaybaptist.org

Come celebrate Christ on Sabbath
Grace is a branch church of Dodge Center 7th Day Baptist and the Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Janesville, WI

Exultate Festival Choir – St. John Passion,
7:30pm. Woodbury Lutheran Church,
7380 Afton Rd., Woodbury. $15-20 •
(651) 707-0727, exultate.org

MAR 7-8 • FRI-SAT

National Lutheran Choir 28th Annual
Concert Series. City-Wide Hymn Festival –
“Gather” 4pm. Central Lutheran Church,
333 South 12th St., Mpls • nlca.com

Services every Saturday 10 AM to about 11:15 AM
We meet at Emmaus Lutheran Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington

Minnesota Country Gospel Opry with
Harbingers Quar tet, 7pm. Crowne
Pointe Church, 7121 Bloomington Ave.
S, Richfield • (612) 961-8812, krystalclearmusic.com

Minnesota Association of Church Facility Managers. Constance Free Church,
Andover • macfm.org

FEB 23 • SUNDAY

UÊ-`Ê LiÊÌi>V }
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MAR 7 • FRIDAY

FEB 20 • THURSDAY

Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church
We are small but ready to grow
UÊ/À>`Ì>ÊÜÀÃ «ÊÃiÀÛViÃ
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Grace Seventh Day Baptist Church MidWinter Event with Dr. Dennis Ingolfsland
speaking, 10am. Emmaus Lutheran
Church, 8443 2nd Ave. South, Bloomington. Free • (952) 432-7490

FEB 24 • MONDAY
Hope for Parents presents community
panel discussion about bullying with
Student Director, Alec Fischer. Hope Lutheran Church, 5728 Cedar Ave. South,
Mpls • hopempls.org

MAR 1 • SATURDAY
Power Tools Workshop: “The Power of the
Prophetic Word” with Betsy Lee & Kristi

MAR 15 • SATURDAY
An Evening with The Booth Brothers,
Southern Gospel Concert, 6pm. Cedar
Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington Ave.,
Bloomington. $17-27. By Music for the
Master • musicforthemaster.com, (951)
638-6333

MAR 21 • FRIDAY
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art, opening reception for “Shine Out of Darkness”
exhibit, 5:30-7pm, Oakridge Community
Church, 610 County Road 5, Stillwater
• agapearts.net

MAR 22 • SATURDAY
Great Commission Artists presents “Art &
Healing, Announcing Journey of the Heart,”
9:30am-2:30pm. Richardson Nature Center, 8737 East Bush Lake Rd., Bloomington
• greatcommissionartists.com

MAR 22-23 • SAT-SUN
Marriage Encounter. Mount Olivet Conference Center, Farmington • (651)
454-3238, marriages.org

MAR 23-APR 20
The Oakridge Gallery of Gospel Art,
“Shine Out of Darkness” exhibit,
Oakridge Community Church, 610 County
Road 5, Stillwater • agapearts.net

MAR 27 • THURSDAY
An Evening with the Gaither Vocal Band.
Bill Gaither, David Phelps, Wes Hampton,
Adam Crabb. 7pm, Grace Church of Eden
Prairie • 1-800-965-9324, premierproductions.com

engage your faith
ERIC — I started using as a teenager
and have tried almost every drug
there is. But meth was the one that
took hold of me, and for 16 years I
was living a life of crime, destroying
every relationship I had. Facing prison
time for my 8th felony charge, I asked
God to take control of my ruined life.
Nothing has been the same since.
Instead of prison, God brought me to
MnTC where I developed my relationship with Jesus. I have changed from
the inside out, and my family sees it.
I now work here as program staff, I
am enrolled in school,
and am blessed to do
ministry outreach in
the same jail I once
occupied.

impact your cultur e
Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $24.95
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.
Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _____________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed
Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947
Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction?
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.
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Equipping conference
comes to NHLC
ARDEN HILLS — The “Growing
Disciples: It takes time” equipping
conference will be held Feb. 7 – 8
at North Heights Lutheran Church
in Arden Hills.
Speakers include Alan Hirsch,
founding director of Forge Mission Training Network, co-leader
of Future Travelers and author of
numerous books, including “The
Permanent Revolution”; and Steve
Thompson, founder of The Rainmaker Project and author of “You
May All Prophesy.”
Conference registration is $55
and is available on-site.
For more information or to register, visit www.lutheranrenewal.org
or call (651) 490-1517 ext. 20.

Bethel to host events
related to Holocaust
SAINT PAUL — Bethel University will host two events this month
related to the Holocaust. The first
event is a panel discussion titled,
“Remembering the Holocaust in
Literature, Film and Theology” and
will be held on Thursday, Feb. 6
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the
Benson Great Hall.
The discussion will include audience interaction and will feature
Alejandro Baer, associate professor and director of the Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies at
the University of Minnesota; Victoria Barnett, director of the program
on Ethics, Religion and the Holocaust at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; Steve Carr, professor of Communication at Indiana
University - Purdue University Fort
Wayne; Robert Ehrenreich, director of the Center for Advanced
Holocaust Studies at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum; and Petra
Schweitzer, professor at Shenandoah University who specializes in
women in the Holocaust.
The second event will be a Holocaust film night with “Weapons
of the Spirit.” The movie will take
place on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 6:00
p.m. and will be followed by a panel

discussion.
For additional information on
these events, visit www.bethel.edu/
events/transfer-memory or call
(651) 638-6406.

Carpet care to highlight
church facility meeting

recorded several country gospel
CDs.
The evening will also include live
band music, Kara Seng, the Grand
Girl Singers and sing-alongs. A freewill offering will also be received.
For additional information, call
(612) 961-8812.

ANDOVER — The Minnesota
Association of Church Facility Managers (MACFM) will hold its next
monthly meeting on Thursday,
Feb. 20 at Constance Free Church
in Andover. This month’s meeting
will focus on carpet care and maintenance.
MACFM meets monthly for fellowship, networking, professional
development and resource sharing.
The membership is from a broad
spectrum of church facilities, from
large campuses with several staff
members to small congregations
with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the
group and its monthly meetings,
visit www.macfm.org.

Dinner to raise
money for orphans

Group to hold annual
‘Day on the Hill’

RICHFIELD — Arrive Ministries (formerly World Relief Minnesota) will hold an informational
gathering on Saturday, Feb. 22 for
churches who want to learn more
about providing space for vegetable
gardens as a ministry to refugees
and others in their neighborhoods.
For time, location and other
information, email Dennis at
murnyak@gmail.com.

SAINT PAUL—The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)
will hold its annual “Day on the
Hill” on Thursday, March 13 at
the State Capitol. A brief program
at the RiverCentre in St. Paul will
precede the meeting at the Capitol.
The JRLC is a group of religious
organizations, including Christian,
Jewish and Muslim, which advocates for public policy solutions.
For more information about the
“Day on the Hill” event, visit www.
jrlc.org.

Church to host country
gospel concert
RICHFIELD — Crowne Pointe
Church in Richfield will host the
Minnesota Country Gospel Opry
concert on Friday, Feb. 7 at 7:00
p.m. Hosted by the Rev. Chet and
Karen Priewe, the concert will feature Brent Clark Ramsey.
Ramsey is co-pastor of Celebration Church in Lakeview and has

NORTH SAINT PAUL — River
of God Church in North St. Paul
will host the Harvest Homes Benefit Dinner and silent auction on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 6:00 p.m. Admission for the event is $20 per person
or $150 for a table of eight.
The fundraiser is designed to
help purchase land for children’s
homes in the Philippines.
For more information and to
reserve tickets, visit www.harvestnetwork.org or call (651) 288-1020.

Arrive Ministries to
offer garden training

Concert series to
feature national artist
SHOREVIEW — Singer Prudence Johnson and pianist and accordionist Dan Chouinard will be
featured at the fourth concert of
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MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota
FoodShare recently announced a
new director. Suzanne Shatila took
over the position late last year after
coming over from Lutheran Social
Services. Minnesota FoodShare
works on behalf of those who are
hungry and runs the state’s largest
food drive each March.
According to its website, Minnesota
FoodShare “produces and distributes
free promotional and educational
resources for food drive organizers. It
acts as a clearinghouse for cash donations and distributes these donations
to Minnesota food shelves participating
in the March campaign.”
For more information about
Minnesota FoodShare, visit www.
mnfoodshare.gmcc.org.

Pro-life group
announces student day
at Capitol
SAINT PAUL — Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL)
announced its 12th annual Student
Day at the Capitol on Tuesday, April
1. The event is designed for students
in 7th – 12th grades and gives them opportunities to learn about right-to-life
issues and meet with state legislators.
The event is limited to 200 participants.
For more information or to register, visit www.mccl.org and click on
the “Events” section or call (612)
825-6831.

DONATE YOUR CAR

AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

You can help make a difference in the lives of underprivileged inner-city
youth. All of your donation will sponsor a scholarship program to help
send children to summer camp. Camp Compassion is a local, faithbased ministry that is dedicated to making a difference in the lives of
underprivileged children from the Twin Cities.

Call for more info: 612-296-5242
carsforcompassion.org
Cars for Compassion is a local 501(c)3 charity organization.
Donations are tax-deductible.

David J. Shabaz, CPA, CPC
Financial Advisors
Certiﬁed Public Accountant
Tax Preparation
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s #ORPORATE )NDIVIDUAL
s 4RUST  %STATE
s 5NlLED 2ETURNS
s )23 .OTICES

s 0AYROLL 3ERVICE
s $IRECT $EPOSIT
s 1UICK"OOKS
s #ONSULTANT

952-432-7770
DAVID DAVIDSHABAZCPACOM s WWWDAVIDSHABAZCPACOM
 7 TH 3T 3TE  s !PPLE 6ALLEY -.  

(952) 974-3999
3EAMLESS 'UTTERS
2OOFING s 3IDING s 7INDOWS

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Family Council (MFC) announced last month that it joined
a coalition of groups that are opposed to the online expansion of
the Minnesota Lottery. The other
groups involved in the action include Citizens Against Gambling
Expansion (CAGE), Taxpayers
League, Freedom Foundation, and
the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC).
“Our state should not be involved at all in predatory gambling
by encouraging families to take
money from Main Street and blow
it on Easy Street,” said Autumn
Leva, director of Legislative Affairs
and Communications for MFC, via
a news release. “Nor should the
Minnesota Lottery be allowed to
unilaterally expand their reach to
every home and mobile device in
order to target young people with a
highly-addictive behavior.”

Minnesota FoodShare
announces new director

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net

COUNSELING

MFC joins anti-gambling
expansion coalition

For more information about
MFC and its efforts to limits the
expansion of online gambling, visit
www.mfc.org.

Fast, Free towing. Same day pickup.

763-434-4819
ATTORNEYS

the 13th annual Hope Sunday Evening Concert series. The concert
will begin at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday,
Feb. 9 at Hope Christian Church in
Shoreview. Admission is $7, or $5
for those 65 years of age and older.
Johnson is a nationally-acclaimed
singer who has played Carnegie
Hall and is a regular guest on “A
Prairie Home Companion.” Chouinard plays a variety of instruments
and has created programs for Minnesota Public Radio.
The final concert in this year’s series will take place on March 23 and
will feature The Tune Jerks.
For more information, visit www.
hopemn.com/concert.

3T 0AUL

Freedom Christian Counseling, LLC
Where Jesus gives hope, healing, and freedom!
 ST !VE . "ROOKLYN 0ARK -.

Call Dr. David Cotner – (763) 645-5314
WWWFREEDOMCHRISTIANCOUNSELINGCOM

WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Serving the community since 1983
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Local authors release
book on seminary
MINNEAPOLIS — Crossway
recently released “How to Stay a
Christian in Seminary” by local authors David Mathis and Jonathan
Parnell. The book is designed to
help seminarians traverse the challenges of keeping a strong devotional life while in seminary.
Mathis is executive editor of
desiringGod.org and an elder at
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, and Parnell is a writer and
content strategist at desiringGod.
org.
The book can be purchased online by visiting www.crossway.org.

Journalist to speak at
writer’s event
MINNEAPOLIS — Amy Lyon, a
journalist and editor will speak at
the Minnesota Christian Writers
Guild on Monday, Feb. 10 at 6:45
p.m. The monthly meetings take
place at Bethlehem Baptist Church
in Minneapolis.

Lyon will speak
on crafting strong
leads that grab an
editor’s attention.
She has spent nearly
20 years as a community journalist
and is the author of
“Only God Knows
Why: A Mother’s
Memoir of Death
and Rebirth.”
Membership in
the Guild is $40 a year or $20 for
full-time students. However, firsttime visitors may attend for free.
For more information, call (763)
315-1014 or email info@mnchristianwriters.com.

Spiritual gifts will
be topic at single
parent group
RICHFIELD — The Single Parent Christian Fellowship will hold
its monthly social on Friday, Feb.
14 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka. This
month’s event will feature Bonnie

Salem Communications adds
new contemporary Christian
music station to Twin Cities
Christian Examiner staff report
EAGAN — Salem Communications recently announced
it has added a fourth station
in the Twin Cities market. The
Fish Twin Cities will play contemporary Christian music via
the Internet, including music
by TobyMac, Chris Tomlin, Jaci
Velasquez, Third Day and numerous other Christian artists.
Officials at Salem said listeners can access the station in one
of three ways: on the Internet,
through Facebook and by using
a free mobile app available in
iTunes and the Android market.
Nic Anderson, general manager for Salem Communications, hopes fans of Christian
music will tune in to the new station, “Especially new believers
who will use thefishtwincities.
com as an asset to grow their
faith,” he said. “We’ll be high-

lighting many of our national
and local ministry partners that
are heard on 980 KKMS during
the commercial breaks with different promotional features.”
The other stations in the Salem Communications family are
AM 980 KKMS; AM 1280 The
Patriot; and Business 1570.
Through its varied outlets,
Anderson believes Salem reaches a broad audience with different interests.
“Salem Communications –
Twin Cities is committed to providing the best Christian and
conservative programming with
our different media assets: with
radio, our informative web sites
and life-changing events,” he
said. “[The new Internet radio
station] allows us to introduce
the Salem brand to Christian
music lovers throughout the
Twin Cities, while sharing the
Good News of Jesus Christ.”
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Axelson, who will give a
talk on spiritual gifts.
The monthly event will
also include a potluck meal
as well as volleyball and
other games.
Those who attend are
encouraged to bring a dish
to share.
The group also hosts a
weekly volleyball time from
6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for more
information on the group, the
monthly potluck or its volleyball
locations, call (612) 866-8970 or its
hotline at (651) 649-4525.

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with
drug and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us
to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Accounts Receivable/Billing Coordinator
Seeking an organized and detail minded person to process government revenue billing & client accounts receivable billing, maintain monthly reports, as well as communicate with county personnel, clients and collection agencies. The ideal candidate will have previous accounting experience, strong computer & analyzing skills and experience with accounts receivable
or other ﬁnancial software program is a plus. FT, 32+ hours/week, M-F day shift + beneﬁts

I.T. Technician
Looking for tech savvy candidate who will be responsible for installation of low voltage
cabling, security cameras, and maintenance of peripheral devices such as printers and
copiers. Experience with Cat5e and other low voltage speciﬁcations are a plus, but not
required. FT day hours, $14/hr + beneﬁts

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop
mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record
is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men
& Women’s Programs.

For complete up-to-date job, internship
and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Participants sing, play instruments,
ring bells, pray, preach and act in
Bible story dramas.”
The Chapel will meet on Thursdays at Summit Church in St. Paul.
For more information, email
larry@larryandcarolyn.com or call
(763) 444-1390.

Seminary to hold
annual lecture series

RICHFIELD — World Relief
Minnesota changed its name last
month to Arrive Ministries. The
new name more accurately reflects
the organization and its mission, according to the announcement.
“We renew our dedication to
demonstrate God’s love as we wel-

SAINT PAUL — Summit Church
Friend 2 Friend Chapel will begin
offering opportunities for people
with disabilities to learn about
spiritual gifts. The Chapel will serve
those of all ages.
According to an announcement
from the Chapel, it “provides a safe
place to develop and use their gifts.

NEW BRIGHTON — United
Theological Seminary of the Twin
Cities will host the annual Susan
Draper White Lectures in Women’s
Studies March 10 and 11. This
year’s speaker is the Rev. Dr. Wil
Gafney of The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.
Gafney is an associate professor
of Hebrew and Old Testament and
is an ordained Episcopal priest.
The March 10 lecture, which is
free and open to the public, will
take place at the seminary at 7:30
p.m., and the March 11 lecture will
begin at 11:00 a.m.
For more information about the
lecture series, call (651) 255-6137.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

Tired of church as usual? Are you in church year
after year and not growing in your faith walk? Come
check out Alpha & Omega Ministries Bible Study,
Tuesdays, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Please call (763)
260-1089. Space is limited.

Experienced dog handler wanted for a south
metro family-owned daycare and boarding facility,
(612) 866-9663.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

Chapel to offer
services to those
with disabilities

World Relief
Minnesota becomes
Arrive Ministries

BOOKS
New Book / Flying Free / NWA-Friends Minnesota
Author, www.judyhamen.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Christian-value, green technology company
expanding. Seeks motivated work at home candidates. $500-1500 P.T. $2000-7000 F.T. Contact
for information and confidential interview. (800)
973-6182. www.ecobusiness.com/taz

Cabinet Makers wanted for high-end, detailed
cabinet shop. Pay based on experience. Submit
resume to keith@woodworkscabinetry.com.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Got talent? Then Alpha & Omega Ministries is
looking for you. Enhance your gift and talent with
us. We are seeking a volunteer team to build the
Kingdom of God, truly. If interested, please call
(763) 260-1089.

MUSIC

EDUCATION

Christian songwriters wanted. Beginners,
advanced, worship album, concerts, meetings.
macsmn.org.

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

ROOMS FOR RENT

FOR SALE
New Queen Pillowtop set, $150 in plastic. Sheila
(763) 360-3829.

Blaine: 52-year-old Christian male looking to rent
room in my house to another Christian. $500 per
month includes utilities, Wifi, laundry. Evenings
(763) 785-0054.
Share charming Tudor duplex with professional
Christian woman in Edina. Short- or long-term okay.
$650 & 1/2 utilities. (612) 709-4003.

FOR SALE - AUTOS

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS
The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

WANTED-ROOM FOR RENT
Medical Missionary seeking private quarters in
a home to rent. Mary (651) 492-8215. Kaiser.
marylynn@gmail.com.

WEDDINGS
Getting hitched? Need a barn chapel? Pick your
partner, pick your package, pick your party. Perfect
for weddings, anniversaries, retreats. Barn, large
cabin, lodge, lakeshore. 47 miles west of Mpls. No
alcohol. (612) 483-7616.

Used Cars from (2500.) cash. Ken Ray (651) 5547074, after 3pm (651) 398-7388.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities

come and bring lifelong transformation to refugees and immigrants
in Minnesota—as we collaborate
with churches and community
members providing compassionate support to uprooted refugees,
asylees and immigrants,” the statement read in part.
In 25 years, Arrive Ministries has
helped settle more than 9,000 refugees and works to provide necessary services and programs to those
new to Minnesota.
For more information on Arrive
Ministries and its new name, visit
www.arriveministries.org.
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Does religion make us happier?

Now
on
heard

650

Meaning, fulfillment, purpose all play role
By Scott Noble
SAINT BONIFACIUS — Being
happy or experiencing happiness
is a common theme throughout
American society. People are
always searching for that one
thing—or several things—that
can bring them happiness. We
search for it, pay for it and try
countless new things, all in an effort to attain that elusive feeling.
But are we missing the point?
A recent study in “Psychology
Science” looked at the role of
wealth and meaning in life for
people in more than 130 nations.
The study found that wealthy nations had substantially higher levels of life satisfaction; however,
“meaning in life was higher in
poor nations than in wealthy nations.” The reason? Part of it was
related to the fact that poorer nations were more religious.
So the age-old question was
asked again: Does religion make
people happier?
Dr. Scott Moats, vice president
for Academic Affairs and provost
at Crown College, believes the
answer is a bit more complicated
that just a simple yes or no. The
answer includes, at least in part, a
person’s outlook on life.
“Why do I have a positive outlook on life?” he said. “It’s not
because I think the world is getting better. It’s not because there

is no crime and evil in the world.
It’s only because I believe in a
God who has the ultimate say in
what happens in the world. And
because of that, I can have a positive outlook. And because of that,
I can live a happier life.”
For many Christians, being “happy”
or feeling a sense of “happiness” also
includes a notion of fulfillment, purpose and faith.
“It’s truly about faith,” Moats
said. “My faith is real to me, and it
increases my sense of purpose. It
increases my sense of impact that
I’m making in the world, and it
increases my sense of efficacy in
what I’m trying to accomplish
because God has called me to do
this task.”
When these are incorporated,
that elusive feeling of happiness
might be more attainable.
Jesus talked a lot about suffering and persecution and denying ourselves. But He also talked
about an “abundant life” and
experiencing life to the fullest.
Moats believes Jesus wasn’t addressing just happiness here, but
something deeper, something everyone experiences.
“I think [Jesus] was talking
about that yearning that all mankind has about fulfillment,” he
said. “I don’t think He was talking
about ‘I’m going to wake up happy every morning.’ I really don’t.
There comes a sense of congru-

s
station

ence when you believe that what
you have been uniquely designed
for and what you are doing come
together in a way that is synergistic. That, in my mind, is a deeper
sense of fulfillment.”
Some have argued that a sense
of happiness in Christians can
lead to evangelistic opportunities.
People see Christians in a positive
light—happy and fulfilled—and
they may be more inclined to inquire about their faith, so the argument goes.
Moats sees it a bit differently.
“I think God meets us all at
different times and different
places,” he said. “[What works in
evangelism is] when my neighbor
is struggling and my neighbor
sees me struggling … and I come
through it in a way that I can still
manage, even though I’m grief
stricken, I can still manage life.
And they go ‘Wow, what’s different about him?’”

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is headed
because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth of the Bible.

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events
according to the Bible.

AM 1030
AM 980
AM 1280
FM 88.1

SAINT PAUL — In the early
1980s, four women came together
with an idea to reach out to Christian women and also to create a
scholarship fund for University of
Northwestern-St. Paul (UNW) students. The idea took off and became A Day Set Apart for Women,
a one-day conference designed to
inspire and encourage women.
In 1987, the conference expanded to two days and has since welcomed leading Christian speaker,
including Annie Chapman, Luci
Swindoll, Gigi Tchividjian, Karen
Kingsbury, Ann Voskamp and many
others.
After a name change in 2007, the
conference is now called Set Apart:
A Faith-filled Conference for Women.
The 2014 conference will be held
March 7 to 8 at Maranatha Hall at
UNW and will feature speakers Angie Smith, Dee Brestin, Susie Larson and Wendie Pett. The theme is
“Aaah, the Journey …!”
Organizers believe one of the
reasons the conference has been
around so long is because of the
relevant messages and encourage-

STONESTREET…
Continued from page 4
He understands.
Yancey also reminded me that
you don’t need to be a theologian
to offer comfort and hope to hurting friends, family, and neighbors.
“When I ask people, who helped
you most,” he said, “not one time
have they said, oh it was this Ph.D.
in philosophy, or a graduate of a
seminary, or a pastor.”
No, they say, it was someone like
a grandmother who would sit by

ment.
“I truly believe the longevity
of Set Apart is due to God’s faithfulness and favor,” said Monica
Groves, coordinator for the conference. “Every Set Apart conference
is framed and filled with prayer and
focus on God’s Word. It is about
God’s love and grace that touches
every aspect of life. Built upon
that foundation, the messages and
workshops are intentional in addressing relevant topics of spiritual development, life stewardship,
healthy relationships and stories of
faith that will encourage women to
keep walking with God.”
This year’s theme is focused on
helping women walk through their
life step by step and gain a closer
relationship with God through the
process.
“I hope women will see their
life as a journey that can be made
with God and that leads us steadily
toward Him and our home in heaven,” Groves said.
For more information about Set
Apart: A Faith-filled Conference for
Women and to register, visit www.
setapartconference.com or call
(651) 631-5151.

Replay

Sat. 9am
Sat. 9am
Sat. 9am
Sat. 8am

Sun. 9am
Sun. 12pm
Sun. 8am
Sun. 8am

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter,
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

Set Apart women’s conference
going strong after several decades
Christian Examiner staff report

WCTS
KKMS
The Patriot
WAJC

Live

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.
Since 1961 Christian parents
have partnered with outstanding
teachers to provide excellent,
God-honoring education at
Calvin Christian. Explore the
Calvin Christian difference for
your children.

Campus Visit Opportunities
■ Blaine K-8 campus

8966 Pierce St. NE, Blaine
Admissions Info Meeting, Feb. 13, 7pm
Can’t make it? Call to schedule a school-day visit.

■ Edina K-8 campus
4015 Inglewood Ave. S., Edina
Call to schedule a campus visit any school day.

■ Calvin Christian High School

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley
Call to schedule a visit or shadow day for your son or daughter.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning

U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

the bed, do simple tasks, and simply
be available. “It’s the practical acts
of mercy,” said Yancey, “where we
actually become the body of Christ
and demonstrate that kind of care
and attention, that mean the most
to someone trying to recover.”
This is the kind of apologetics we
all can do. We all must do.
John Stonestreet is the Director
of Strategic Partnerships for the
Chuck Colson Center for Christian
Worldview and is heard on Breakpoint, a radio commentary (www.
breakpoint.org).

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311
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