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Finding Refuge
Immigration reform tops some
evangelicals’ agenda for 2013
By Scott Noble
TWIN CITIES — Each year, approximately 2,000 refugees come
to Minnesota, giving the state the
distinction of having the highest
per capita number of any other
state in the nation. In addition,
thousands of immigrants come
to Minnesota each year—some
legally and others illegally—looking for work, for opportunities to
build a new life, to be closer to
family and relatives who already
live here.
In 2009, the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) published a “Resolution on Immigration” that outlined the group’s
position on immigration reform.
Since then, many individuals and
organizations have signed on officially or have noted their support
for the document, which is rooted
in biblical foundations.
Some of the proposals supported by the NAE include treating immigrants with “respect and
mercy by churches”; safeguarding
the borders with “respect for human dignity”; strengthening the
family reunification visa program;
allowing for due process; and enacting “fair labor and civil laws.”
That document, according to
Robert Oehrig, executive director of World Relief Minnesota,
“has had a huge buy-in by many
people” looking to adopt new immigrant and refugee laws.
That buy-in coupled with the
work of other evangelicals, including the Rev. Samuel Rodriguez,
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World Relief Minnesota believes church-based citizenship classes are one
way churches can offer practical help to refugees.

head of the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference, has caused some to believe
that 2013 will be the year of significant immigration reform.
Also, a group of evangelical
leaders has formed the Evangelical Immigration Table in an effort
to move the debate forward.
The group supports reform
that “respects the God-given dignity of every person; protects the
unity of the immediate family; respects the rule of law; guarantees
secure national borders; ensures
fairness to taxpayers; [and] establishes a path toward legal status
and/or citizenship for those who
qualify and who wish to become
permanent residents.”
As part of any immigration reform, Oehrig would like to see

created an equitable system for
earned legal status. This is most
often seen when children of illegal parents are born in the U.S.
The children, as a result of their
birth in the U.S., become citizens;
however, their parents and other
family members—if they were not
born in the U.S. or are not legal
citizens—potentially face family
break up if they are apprehended.
“At the same rate, we need to
look at a functional system for
people to be able to come into
this country,” Oehrig said. “Right
now the visa system is for only
high tech people coming in who
have skills that we don’t have in
our own population. The reality
is it forces other industries to hire
See REFUGE, page 6

“My Hope with Billy Graham,” which culminates in Nov., combines the reach and
excitement of a nationwide media event with the power of personal relationships.

Billy Graham ‘My Hope’
initiative taking shape
Pastors, church leaders invited
to local training sessions
By Scott Noble
SAINT PAUL — The Rev. Billy
Graham may be 94 years old, but
he continues to feel called to communicate the gospel to the world.
While the big-city stadium campaigns may be a thing of the past,
Graham is still focused on new efforts to bring the gospel to young
and old alike.
This November, that evangelism

passion will culminate in the weeklong My Hope With Billy Graham
initiative—sponsored by the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association
(BGEA)—which will enlist believers to open their homes to those
who are not believers, watch a short
televised program and then give a
brief testimony to their unbelieving
guests.
See MY HOPE, page 2

Pro-life advocates brave the cold weather to
commemorate 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade
By Scott Noble
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SAINT PAUL — It didn’t matter
that the state was in the midst of its
first real cold snap in several years.
While temperatures struggled to
reach zero, pro-life supporters
gathered in late January at the state
Capitol for the annual March for
Life. The event, sponsored by Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
(MCCL), regularly draws supporters and dozens of elected officials
from across the state.
This year marked the 40th anniversary since the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision made abortion legal across the country.
See MARCH, page 3

State legislators left their warm offices inside the Capitol building and stood behind the podium, demonstrating their
support for the March for Life. The annual March drew thousands to the state Capitol on Jan. 22.
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MY HOPE…
Continued from page 1
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Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.
Since 1961 Christian parents have
partnered with outstanding teachers
to provide excellent, God-honoring
education at Calvin Christian.
Explore the Calvin Christian
difference for your children.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Campus Visit Opportunities
■ Blaine K-8 campus
8966 Pierce St. NE, Blaine
Admissions Info Meeting, Feb. 7, 6:30pm
Can’t make it? Call to schedule a school-day visit

■ Edina K-8 campus
4015 Inglewood Ave. S., Edina
Call to schedule a campus visit any school day

■ Calvin Christian High School
755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley
Call to schedule a visit or shadow day for your son or daughter

My Hope began in 2002 at the
urging of Franklin Graham. In the
past 10 years, the home-based relational evangelism project has been
taken to nearly 60 countries—with
10 million commitments to Christ.
Since 2002, My Hope has been
carried out in 4.5 million homes,
said Bill Conard, executive director of the project.
“The response works out to
about 2.2 responses per home
over the entire project,” he said.
“What that means to a pastor,
then, is if he has ten families doing
this or 15 families doing this or
100 families doing this in a large
church, there might be between
200 and 300 people out of that
group that say, ‘I’ve made a step
toward Christ.’”
Worldwide, Conard continued,
of the 10 million commitments to
Christ, two-thirds of them have
been first-time commitments
while the remaining one-third
have been rededications or renewals of faith.
While the general message proclaimed in each country remains
the same, the topics or the way the
message is communicated may be
altered to communicate more effectively in certain settings.
There are two basic tracks to
My Hope.
“One is the preparation of
powerful, culturally sensitive
media programs, usually placed
on television, which communicate the gospel in a way that the
viewer/hearers can understand,”
Conard said. “The other track,
which is the major track and this
is the most important one, is challenging pastors to work with their
parishioners … to intentionally
reach out to their friends, family,
neighbors, work associates, school
associates …”
Conard said they are focusing
on the week of Nov. 3 to Nov. 9,
with the core date being Nov. 7,
which happens to be Billy Graham’s 95th birthday. Conard noted
that Franklin Graham set the core
date for the event to coincide with
his father’s birthday.
Conard said they are hoping to
air a flagship program on network
television Nov. 7. The program,
which will be approximately 30
minutes in length, will also air on

cable television and be available
as a DVD and on downloadable
platforms.
A youth program, one specifically designed for Hispanics, a
shorter program tied into Operation Christmas Child and numerous foreign language programs
are also planned.
Five things for preparation
For those participating in My
Hope, Conard said they should
pursue five things in preparation.
First, to “look around” them and
identify up to 10 people who
need Christ. Next is to “look up”
in prayer followed by the urging
to “look out” for opportunities
to build relationships and “look
forward” to the time when the
initiative is planned.
Finally, the fifth thing for believers to pursue is to “look after,”
which is intended to be follow-up.
“We stress that very strongly,”
Conard said.
On Thursday, March 14, Conard and others will lead a free
training session at Northwestern
College in St. Paul for those interested in becoming involved with
My Hope. While the session is
primarily for pastors and mission
leaders, Conard said anyone interested in evangelism can attend.
The event will begin at 9:00 a.m.
and run until 12:15 p.m.
Conard will give a presentation on the practical aspects of
My Hope, while a colleague will
go through an adaptation of the
Christian Life and Witness course,
something that has been used
for decades by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association. Those in
attendance will also receive Pastor
Resource Kits.
My Hope focuses on building
relationships with unbelievers,
and Conard believes that Christians should be intentional about
this in preparation for November.
“The key thing is to be intentional and friendly about building
relationships to bring people to
understand your hope in Christ
so that He can be their hope too,”
he said. “That’s why it’s My Hope.”
For more information about My
Hope with Billy Graham, visit www.
myhopewithbillygraham.org. To register for the free training session at
Northwestern College, RSVP to (877)
769-4673.
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MARCH…
Continued from page 1
Talking before the event began,
Scott Fischbach, executive director
of MCCL, expressed the duality of
emotion that often accompanies a
commemoration.
“There’s the sadness because of all
the lives that have been lost,” he said.
“Here in Minnesota, we’ve lost over
a half a million children to abortion.
That’s a great loss. Nationwide, 55
million. It’s almost an unthinkable
number. On the other side, it’s so exciting. This movement is still growing. It’s
very young. It’s an attractive, aggressive
movement that’s out there amongst the
young people … that they’re beginning
to see the importance and the respect
for life.”
Buses—school and charter—
lined the streets below the Capitol
building, delivering supporters for
the 30-minute, mid-day program
from across the state. Hand-held
signs communicated a variety of
pro-life messages and also signaled
the cities or counties from which
supporters had traveled—many of
them high school and college age.
It’s that generation, Fischbach
believes, that is coming to grips
with 40 years of abortion and knows
first-hand some of the realities that
accompany it.
“I think that they grew up in a time
where they realize that they’ve a lost
lot,” he said. “Their classmates are
gone. One out of three is missing.
And I think, also, they understand
the science. They understand the
background, the scientific part of it.
They understand the aspect of loss is
great. Their generation has suffered.
Many of them know individuals who
have had abortions and the trauma
that they have suffered, the pain that
they have suffered. And I think that’s
why that younger generation is coming
to the pro-life side.”
Cathy Blaeser, part of the MCCL
executive committee, touched on
that theme in her official remarks.
“If you are under 40, at least onefourth of your classmates never
took their first breath because they
were obliterated by abortion,” she
said. “But many, many babies have
been saved, and they are with us
today. You and I, working together
as Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life, have saved thousands and
thousands of babies through effective education and legislation.”
During this year’s legislative

session, which began last month,
MCCL plans to push for a law that
would make abortion centers subject to inspection and licensure
by the Minnesota Department of
Health. In addition, the group
wants the Legislature to end taxpayer-funded abortions, which it says
accounts for 34 percent of abortions performed in Minnesota.
Finally, MCCL wants to repeal
the Family Cap, which “prohibits
an increase in Minnesota Family
Investment Program (MFIP) cash
assistance for any child born after
the parent has received Diversionary Work Program (DWP) and/or
MFIP for more than 10 months,”
according to a media statement
from the group. Minnesota is one
of less than 20 states that still have
the Family Cap as law, according to
MCCL.
Dozens of Minnesota legislators—representatives and senators—stood behind the podium
during the program demonstrating
their support. MCCL also read off
the names of several members of
the U.S. congressional delegation
who had passed on their support
but who could not attend the event.
The Rev. Jim McLeish, pastor
of Fourth Baptist Church in Plymouth, delivered the invocation, asking God for three things.
“Today, Lord, I ask for three
things: Lord, I ask first of all for
courage, that we might continue to
stand when the wind is cold and in
our faces, that we would be able to
maintain the sanctity of life in all
of our lives,” he prayed. “Lord, we
also ask for mercy, because we do
not deserve any good thing. And,
Lord, our land has sinned grievously against you …. Lord, we thirdly
ask for love, though we might have
love as individuals …. May we have
love for those that are carrying and
those that deliver and those that
perhaps are homeless, single. We
ask that we might be an instrument
of your love in this.”
Even though pro-life supporters
will probably gather again at the
state Capitol next January to commemorate another year, Fischbach
remains encouraged and believes
there is reason for hope.
“I think [pro-life supporters]
ought to be encouraged,” he said.
“It’s an encouraging time simply
because the movement is growing,
and we’re expanding, and we’re
reaching more people and more
places than we ever have before.”

By the numbers

Abortion statistics in the state and around the country
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — As the country
commemorated the 40th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision
last month, a closer look at the statistics reveals a nation permanently
changed by the ruling.
Since the decision, Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
(MCCL) reports that there have
been more than 55 million abortions nationally and more than
578,000 in Minnesota.
The Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) reported that there
were 11,071 abortions performed
in the state in 2011 (the most recent year for which statistics are
available). That continues a slow
decline in the number of abortions
performed annually that began in
the late 1990s and early 2000s.
Of those abortions, nearly 92 percent
of them were performed on residents
of the state, a percentage that has
remained fairly consistent since 1975.
The 11,071 abortions performed
in 2011 marks the second lowest

number since the statistics were reported in 1975. The year that saw
the most abortions was 1980, when
just over 19,000 were performed.
The most common reason given
for having an abortion was “does
not want children at this time,” followed by “economic reasons,” according to the MDH annual report.
According to the Guttmacher Institute, almost half of pregnancies
in the country are unintended, and
“about four in 10 of these are terminated by abortion.” Not counting miscarriages, 22 percent of all
pregnancies end in abortion.
The Institute also reports that
“one in ten women will have an
abortion by age 20, one in four by
age 30 and three in 10 by age 45.”
Religiously, more than one-third
of women getting abortions identify as Protestants, and 28 percent
identify as Catholics.
Poverty also plays a large role in
women who have abortions.
Yet despite the statistics, many
faith-based organizations and ministries have formed to reach out to

women—and men—considering
abortion. Their services range from
counseling for those considering
an abortion to help with healing
and restoration for those who have
already had one.
A recent poll conducted by the
Pew Forum on Religion and Public
Life found that nearly two-thirds of
Americans oppose overturning the
Roe. v. Wade decision—a number
the group said has remained consistent over the past 10 to 20 years.
In addition, the poll found that
“abortion is viewed as a less important issue than in the past”; only
18 percent of respondents viewed
abortion as a “critical issue” in 2013.
For more information about
statewide abortions, visit the
Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life website at www.mccl.
org. For more information about
abortion statistics nationally, visit
www.guttmacher.org. For more
information about the Pew Forum
study, visit www.pewforum.org.
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The same gospel, a new era
Something David Kinnaman expressed recently caught my attention.
He is the president of Barna Group
and author of the book “unChristian.”
In a recent Barna Group study
about attitudes on religious freedom, he noted that evangelicals
need to be careful calling for religious freedom while at the same
time believing Judeo-Christian beliefs should occupy a place of dominance in the culture.
The relevant paragraph in the
study said: “to call for religious freedoms but then desire the dominant
religious influence to be JudeoChristian. They cannot have it both
ways. This does not mean putting
Judeo-Christian values aside, but
it will require a renegotiation of
those values in the public square,
as America increasingly becomes a
multi-faith nation.”
That “multi-faith nation” has also
sometimes become a “no-faith nation” as increasing numbers of people identify with no religious group
or belief system. It’s not a com-

pletely new situation—this diversity
of belief—but this movement has
seemingly picked up speed the last
few decades.
One hundred years ago, most
people could recognize and understand numerous biblical stories
and concepts—whether or not they
identified as believers. Christianity
and the Judeo-Christian ethic were
thoroughly integrated in the culture and in the public square.
That’s no longer the case.
So today, when controversy
erupts in Kansas or New Hampshire or Idaho about a nativity scene on the courthouse steps,
Christian symbols and beliefs rarely
carry the day. The Judeo-Christian
belief system—while still supported
to some degree by a majority of
Americans—is oftentimes on the
defensive.
So when the Barna Group study
says that evangelicals “cannot have
it both ways,” it is speaking largely
to this new reality. The really intriguing part of this observation

is that this will require a “renegotiation of those values in the public
square.”
I’m not sure what Kinnaman and the
study authors had in mind regarding
how to carry this out, but I think any
“renegotiation” in the public square
must tackle these issues.
First, believers must not be as
concerned about symbols of belief
in the public square as they are
about belief itself. This doesn’t necessarily mean Christians shouldn’t
work to maintain these symbols of
belief on the courthouse steps or in
a public park. However, this is not
as important as demonstrating belief in Christ to those who do not
know Him. That includes words
and actions.
Second, as the country—and the
world—continue to change, we
need to develop new methods and
avenues for sharing the faith and
passing on the important stories of
Scripture. While many people in
society might not know the story of
Moses and his struggle with leader-

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
ship, most people would resonate
with his unwillingness—as least at
first—to step out and do something
unconventional and uncomfortable.
We need to find ways to tell these
stories without relying on symbols
or structures or history-shared
memory.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we need not worry about the
results. That’s a difficult thing to do
in our results-oriented society. But
Scripture is full of examples where
believers followed God’s leading and
left the outcome to Him. It’s learning
how to operate by faith: trusting God
and following His will and then leaving
it to Him to make a difference.
This is much easier to do when
we consider that the gospel hasn’t
changed.
It has always impacted and
changed lives, and it will continue
to do so until Christ welcomes us all
home.
While our country and world
continue to change—sometimes
in ways we don’t like—we would do
well to remember that the gospel
hasn’t changed. It’s the same gospel in a new era.
Be sure to check us out on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news,
opinion and contest giveaways.

Socialism or free market?
2012 is over, and the “lists”
about who we are, where we are
and where we are going are out.
According to Merriam-Webster’s
dictionary, the words most looked
up were socialism and capitalism.
No doubt the election influenced
that result.
Like economics, both are hard
to define in one sentence. Eminent
economist Thomas Sowell defines
economics as the study of “the distribution of scarce resources that
have alternative uses.” Scarce is the
economist’s way of saying limited.
Socialism uses government to
distribute resources and has a powerful central government with large
bureaucracies. The government
controls pricing, production and
who can buy what. Basically, the
state controls all.
Free market capitalism uses the
liberty of marketplace participants
(all of us) to distribute resources.
Citizens freely decide how, when
and where resources are distributed. In much the same way that
leaders are chosen by election,
the nation’s currency selects how
scarce resources are allocated.
The election is over, and one side
won by 51 percent. Not a landslide
or mandate. Clearly, the debate is
not over. Not even in the church.
Should the church embrace some
degree of socialism? Or is the Lord

Steve Boxmeyer
leading in the direction of free
markets?
There are several issues to consider. For instance, which system is
better for the poor? On the surface,
this is a winning issue for the Left.
Is that on the surface only?
The left side in the church often
hides the socialist moniker. They
call it “social justice” or “liberation
theology.” Often, they deny they are
socialist. They are progressives or
liberals. No matter what, some degree of socialism is their direction.
The religious left tends to believe
that charity and compassion is best
done by government. The leftist
organization Sojourners asks this
question, “What would Jesus cut?”
Imagine for a moment Jesus
responding to the Sojourners question this way. First, Jesus would cut
almost every dime of government

charity. Then, look sternly at the
church and ask, “Why did you cede
to the government one of the few
missions I gave you? You gave it to
this government, a secular institution. It is at best neutral to Christianity and increasingly hostile to
the faithful.”
Jesus did in fact tell the church to
take care of the poor. The Bible has
hundreds of verses commanding
that the church perform that task.
Still, nowhere can one find
a passage that says, “(1) Go ye
therefore and electeth politician
A and pay him most generously.
(2) Have him take money that
citizen B has earned with hard
work. (3) Politician A should go
verily and hire forth bureaucrat
C with money confiscated from
citizen B. (4) Bureaucrat C shall
be paid a portion half again higher
than others. Whereupon, C shall
giveth forth the remaining pittance unto citizen D. Yea, though
D has a standard of living higher
than most in the rest of the World,
thou shalt call D ‘destitute.’ (5)
When B suggests the take is too
high, A, C and D shall call unto
B, greedy. The three shall ignore
their own covetousness and
greater greed. (6) Thou must
render new Orwellian meaning
unto the passages that do not give
forth thy freedom to the Great and

Glorious Government.”
The footnote to verse six will
explain that “justice” does not
mean what it sounds like. In the
new lexicon, justice does not indicate that the law treats all equally:
poor and rich. In an Orwellian
twist, social justice means each
is treated differently. The church
acquiesces to the government
“from each according to ability,
to each according to need” (from
Karl Marx, not scripture).
Of course the church should
not allow the rich to take from
the poor without a fair exchange.
That was common in Bible times.
It was Christianity that turned that
around.
Equally common were marauders going about the countryside,
taking whatever they wanted.
Their justification was simple:
there was enough to steal what
they wanted.
How is that different than liberalism’s use of government force
today? How are the marauding
gangs any different than one
group taking from another group
simply because the former has a
majority? How is it equitable to
steal from one group just because
51 percent says it is justice? How
is it moral when politicians appeal to covoutesness to satisfy the
politicians’ own greed?

The record is clear. Private sector charities—especially religious
but even secular—have a much
better track record when dealing
with the impoverished. Even if the
absolutely dismal track record of
government charity improved,
why would the church leave the
souls of so many in the care of an
organization that will not help
them spiritually? Shouldn’t the
church encourage dependency
on Christ, not government?
Church, it is time to step up and
fulfill your mandate. Certainly,
you can do a better job than government charity.
Certainly, many are asking,
“Where will the church get that
kind of money?” It’s simple. The
largest share of GDP is taken
by government. Imagine if this
money was freed up for church
charities. This could be accomplished with tax credits and a
corresponding reduction in government spending.
Imagine what could be done if
we had a free market approach
to charity. Scripture does speak
of caring for the poor. But Christ
made us free so that we could help,
not socialists and government.
Steve Boxmeyer is a mortgage
loan consultant and has worked in
finance for 20 years.

Dependency upon God
God will have nothing to do
with the independent person. He
deals graciously with those who
have learned that they are in every
way dependent upon Him. “He
opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble” (James 4:6). It is,
however, a very difficult thing to
make the switch from a culture that
glorifies independence into a lifestyle that demonstrates complete
dependence upon God.
Hear what God’s Word says concerning our inability to function properly
apart from depending upon Him: “I
am the vine; you are the branches. If
a man remains in me and I in him, he
will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing” (John 15:5). “Not that
we are competent to claim anything
for ourselves, but our competence

comes from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).
The most practical way to live
the life of dependence upon
God is to make prayer the central
activity of our lives. In prayer, we
recognize our need and God as
the One who can meet our need.
We come before Him with empty
hands, having nothing to offer
but our need. This is the place
that causes many to resist being
people of prayer.
Ronnie Floyd in his powerful
book “How to Pray” gets to the heart
of the matter as he shares two critical statements concerning prayer:
• Prayer occurs when you depend
on God.
• Prayerlessness occurs when you
depend on yourself.
Have you ever heard a little child

say, “I can do it myself?” The parent
must watch as the child makes a
mess of things, until in frustration
the child cries out for help. How
often is this the situation in our
own lives as we first try to do things
ourselves and only in times of crises
call out to God for help?
We can say that we believe we are
dependent upon God, but it is in
our daily prayer lives that we will
see the “rubber hit the road.” In the
life dependent upon God, prayer
becomes as natural as breathing—
all that we do is brought before the
Lord. There is no aspect of life that
is outside the realm of prayer.
Throughout each day, we can
draw near to the Lord in intimate
prayer, getting to know Him better.
In prayer, we put on our armor and

Terrance J. Rollerson
trust in the victory of the One who
died on our behalf. We can submit
our thoughts, actions and words
to Him. Simply and in humility,
we can ask Him for direction and
provision for the day.
Asking for the outpouring of His

Spirit, we can pray God’s blessings
on those we come in contact with
and bring loved ones, pastors, missionaries and world leaders to Him
for His intervention and work in
their lives.
God desires us to come to the
place where we can admit that
we are hopeless and helpless on
our own, so that He can call us to
a Declaration of Dependence as
we humble ourselves before Him
in prayer and worship. This is the
heart desire of God for us individually and corporately. God is calling
us to be a people of prayer, a people
of dependence on Him.
Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is
pastor of The Compass Covenant
Church in St. Paul.
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Do we have a (numbers) problem here?
I used to say that my congregation, Aldrich Church in Minneapolis, has a numbers problem.
Ours is a small, urban, gradually declining Mainline (Presbyterian) church. Over the years, we’ve
tried throwing money at youth
programs, staff improvements, outreach events, service projects and
the like.
We’ve prayed and preached and
worked and worshipped with all the
faith, authenticity and creativity we
can muster, but the numbers have
continued to tell the same story of
decline in attendance and finances.
Sound familiar?
It very well may, because our
numbers problem is shared by so
many congregations across the city,
region and country—and has been
lamented and pontificated upon by
so many Christian pundits—that
you probably know all about it.
That’s where I’d like to flip the
script. Why have we, the body of
Christ in the United States, consistently framed our present circumstance as a problem? The techniques and traditions that brought
about tremendous growth from
the 1700s through the 1960s no
longer produce the same kinds of
outcomes, so we cry out, “We have

Matt Johnson
a problem!”
When the church growth movement of the ’80s and ’90s is exposed as a well-meaning, marketbased, sheep-stealing ploy, we look
to the future with great anxiety and
cry out, “We have a problem!”
These days, I’m not convinced
that a national or local decline in
numbers and finances poses the
deepest problem facing the body of
Christ today.
Consider the story of God’s people throughout history and God’s
response to their circumstances.
The people often cried out, “We
have a problem!” and God’s response was (typically), “What problem is that? I am with you.” Or in the
words of Jesus: “Why do you worry

about clothing? If God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into
the fire, will he not much more
clothe you—you of little faith?”
It’s undeniable that the life of
the church, including my own
church, is changing. But framing
this change as a numbers problem
is misguided. As I look at Jesus and
His small band of broke and disorganized disciples, the themes He
emphasized were trusting God, living without anxiety, loving without
reservation and serving without regard to their own survival.
What if our real problem is our
corporate anxiety, our inadvertent resistance to the life of Christ,
which produces these dispositions?
At Aldrich Church, our numbers
problem initially caused us to look
for an outside partner who could
provide innovative new techniques
to help us—you know, get the numbers back! That was when our relationship with Pastor Jin S. Kim and
his congregation Church of All Nations began to develop. For the last
two years, we have entered into a
dialogue about how to partner together to be more faithful disciples
of Christ in the 21st century.
As we went deeper into this con-

versation, I was amazed at how little
we talked about numbers. Instead,
we focused on learning to love our
neighbors, living well as a community, having fun together, making
space for other cultures and taking
risks for the sake of Christ without
anxiety. My congregation and I experienced this as a liberating departure from the norm.
The fruit of this dialogue is a new
worshiping community called “The
Garden.” This gathering is hosted
at Aldrich Church at 7:00 p.m. on
the first and third Tuesdays of each
month but supported by the leadership of both congregations. I
confess that I am regularly tempted
to view The Garden as a technical solution to my congregation’s
“numbers problem.” I’m tempted
to hope for the kind of growth that
could offset all those years of decline—and if God so moves, I won’t
complain!
But on my better days, I move
forward with my friends from
Church of All Nations knowing that
this will very likely not “solve the
numbers problem.” On my better
days, I wonder: What if the unique
racial and generational mix of The
Garden changes how we understand the mission of God? What if

we learn to respect and enter into
the rhythms of the neighborhood?
What if we’re enabled to have more
genuine love for each other? What
if The Garden fails but opens up a
previously unforeseen opportunity
to join in what God is doing outside
the walls of our church?
If we are so graced by the Spirit’s
movement that any of these possibilities comes to pass, we will have
received something far more significant than a solution to a problem. After all, these are the things
that connect us to the heart of God,
moving us away from our individualized, self-centered anxiety. The
way forward for God’s missionary
people in the United States is to
embrace this new reality as a gift.
Does my church have a numbers
problem? Does yours? If you wanted to call it that, I wouldn’t blame
you. But these days, my prayer is no
longer merely for a solution.
Rev. Matt Johnson has been a
Presbyterian pastor for five years
and lives in South Minneapolis with
his wife and two sons. He holds a
M.Div. from Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Responsibility crisis: Entitlement is crippling our kids
The lack of responsibility among
our kids today is reaching epidemic
proportions.
It seems that for many parents,
making kids happy is more important than teaching them responsibility. As a result, kids generally are
growing up less prepared to take
care of themselves and others than
ever before.
In a study of 30 randomly chosen
middle-class American families,
anthropologist Elinor Ochs and
her colleagues at UCLA discovered
that in 22 of those families, children
frequently refused simple requests
for help with common household
tasks. In the other eight families,
children simply were not asked to
contribute much.
It hasn’t always been this way.
A generation ago in this country,
kids were expected at young ages
to do what they could do to help
their family survive. In other words,
their contributions were necessary.
Faith and values were passed
naturally through this process as
children and parents shared in
the responsibilities of daily life.
Every child was an asset because
every child was another worker
in the labor force of the clan.
Kids felt significant not just because parents said “I love you”
at bedtime or sent notes in their
lunchbox but because they knew

that if they didn’t do their part,
others would suffer.
This concept of being needed is
absent in most American homes.
Instead of growing up to believe
they are here for others, kids grow
up to believe that others are here
for them. Add to the mix a child’s
selfish, sinful nature, and we’ve
got a real problem on our hands.
With kids of any age, the answer
to this problem is simple, though
it requires work on the part of
parents to commit to change:
Stop doing stuff for your kids that
they can do for themselves! Teach
them the skills needed for life and
involve them in using those skills
to bless others.
Ephesians 2:10 tells us that “we
are God’s workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance
for us to do.” We and our children
are called to a specific purpose on
this earth, which involves us doing
the work that God has prepared
for us to do.
Unfortunately, even parents
who agree with this often have
spoiled kids. They cook for kids
who are capable of cooking. They
clean for kids who are capable
of cleaning. They wash clothes,
shop, buy and even speak for their
kids—all in the name of caring
for their kids.

But perhaps this isn’t a very
caring thing to do.
When we coddle our kids, we
keep them from learning to be
responsible for themselves. When
we clean their rooms for them,
we teach them that they are not
responsible for their own messes.
When we fix their homework for
them, we teach them that we, not
they, are responsible for their
grades. When we hand them the
world on a silver platter, we teach
them that they are here to be
served rather than to serve.
These messages are counter
to the purposes of God for our
children.
This must stop!
Especially in Christian homes.
We must teach kids needed skills
and position them early to bless
others.
Gracie is a 12-year-old we know.
When we visited Gracie and her
mom, Jerilyn, at their cabin, we
were joyfully welcomed. They even
offered us the main bedroom. We
offered to change bedding, but
Jerilyn refused, joking, “Oh, no.
You have no idea how fast Gracie
and I are at this!”
Gracie grinned—she knew the
drill. The two of them whisked
old sheets off and new on in
no time, laughing about their
blinding speed. Jerilyn had been

Jim & Lynne Jackson
widowed with young children, but
she nurtured joy in teamwork as
a family, even purchasing three
used lawnmowers so that Jerilyn,
her son and Gracie could all mow
the cabin’s large lawn together.
Their motto about chores is,
“If we all work together, we’ll get
it done in no time!” When we
teach our kids to use their gifts to
serve God’s purposes, like Jerilyn
did, they learn to help cheerfully
because they learn that their contributions matter and are missed
if they sit out.
The older kids are, the more
likely they will be to resist a change
to accountability. After all, kids
often prefer, in their selfishness,
to let others take responsibility
for their lives. As you put in the
work to help your children learn

new habits of responsibility, it will
help greatly if you gracefully do
the following:
• Let your kids know you believe
they are capable—that God built
them that way!
• Explain that by doing many
of the things they can do for
themselves, you’ve robbed them
of the opportunity to learn responsibility.
• Tell them that you are going
to change your ways.
• Ask for their ideas about how
you can accomplish that goal.
• Take charge of working with
them to make a plan for transferring more responsibility back to
them.
• Follow through—even if it’s
hard!
By doing this, you will help them
learn some of life’s most valuable
lessons. You will encourage them
to grow in independence, and
more importantly, you will help
them take the next crucial step
toward fulfilling God’s purpose
for their lives.
Connected Families founders,
authors and speakers Jim and Lynne
Jackson have spent more than 20
years guiding parents to live by
God’s grace and truth with their
children. Visit their website at www.
connectedfamilies.org.
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REFUGE…
Continued from page 1
people kind of off the radar screen.
“So we need fair labor laws and
civil laws that can be respected.
We’re not saying that people should
just be given amnesty. There needs
to be a process where acknowledging that some people have broken
the law. But do that with respect for
human dignity and due process …”
Due process and human dignity
are two key proponents of any reform for Oehrig because someone
picked up for immigration violations “can be held without charges
brought against them,” he said.
“And then they can even be deported at times without having their day
in court, so to speak. We’re dealing
with real people, and God loves
people, and we as His Church need
to do this respectfully and with
mercy.”
Immigrant Hope
That’s the danger in any immigration reform: making policy proposals without realizing that each
law or regulation impacts an individual life.
Yet many churches and organizations are making an effort not only
to provide help and care for immigrants but also to give them the
tools and advice they need as they
traverse the complicated—and oftentimes expensive—immigration
system.
Immigrant Hope was started with
that dual focus in mind. The organization falls under the Hispanic
Ministries umbrella of the Evangelical Free Church of America
(EFCA) and is headed by Dr. Alejandro Mandes.
Situated in churches, Immigrant Hope’s mission is “equipping
churches to provide immigrants
with the hope of the gospel, help
finding a pathway to legal residency
and a home in a church that cares
for their needs.”
The first site is located in Brooklyn,
N.Y., and Mandes hopes to open three
to five sites across the country this year.
In Minneapolis, Mandes eventually
hopes to establish sites in north, south
and central Minneapolis.
“The government requires that
we charge a price [for the services
they provide],” Mandes said. “The
price [we charge] is like one-tenth
of what a lawyer would provide.”
While there are numerous servic-

Dr. Alejandro Mandes hopes to
open three Immigrant Hope sites in
Minneapolis.

es immigrants need, Mandes said
Immigrant Hope deals with the first
four or five essential things. For
services they can’t help with, Immigrant Hope will send people to
attorneys at a reduced rate.
The process for choosing a location for an Immigrant Hope site includes several criteria.
“First of all we pick churches that
are in [an immigrant’s] neighborhood,” he said. “We are also looking for churches that have been involved in holistic ministry already:
food pantries, ESL, those sorts of
things. But you add to it the immigration counseling, and it opens
the door for another component.
We’re trying to add value to what’s
already going on in the community.
We’re very strategic about where we
locate the sites.”
Biblical basis
For both Mandes and Oehrig,
their outreach to immigrants and
refugees is centered on the Bible.
Oehrig said there are five resettlement agencies in the Twin Cities,
but World Relief Minnesota is the
only evangelical-based one.
“We’re loving people because
God has commanded us to take
care of the alien and stranger in
our midst,” he said. “After the injunction to worship, the Bible has
more injunctions about justice issues than anything else. Remember
that you, too, were a stranger and
alien in Egypt, talking to the children of Israel, so don’t neglect the
widow, the orphan, the stranger,
the alien.
“And so in one sense, if we don’t
look at those that are here—regardless of why they are here—and if we
say they shouldn’t be here, the reality is they are here. So what does

A happy group of immigrants celebrate their new U.S. citizenship by holding an American flag.

that mean? What is the obligation
as Christians?”
Helping the stranger is at the
heart of Immigrant Hope.
“There are 200-300 verses that
talk about [helping the stranger
and alien] in the Old Testament,”
Mandes said. “In the New Testament, even at the end of Hebrews,
‘take care of strangers; you never
know if they are going to be angels.’
That is very, very much a part of the
Old Testament, the Eastern mentality that the strangers were something to be taken care of.”
‘The Church needs to lead’
Some argue that the Church has
been behind the curve, so to speak,
on this issue. But Mandes argues
that even though that may be the
case, the Church can’t use that as
an excuse anymore.
“The Church can’t put its finger
up in the air and say when the government comes around then we’ll
go,” he said. “No, we’ve been given
a commission by God to go now.
The Church needs to lead in this
manner, not follow.”
In the end, Oehrig believes that
if people knew immigrants on a
personal basis, their minds would
be changed.
“The biggest thing that’s needed
is for churches—and our general
population—if they were to know
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

Serving the community since 1983

immigrants and build the relationship with a family, I think a lot of
things would change in how we
understand the issue,” he said. “As
soon as we get to know people as
people, then we get to know them
as God knows them and our hearts
become more like what Christ
would have our hearts be than what
our human tendencies …
“There is nobody here because
they want to be here. If they could
be back in their home country, they
would be back in their home coun-

try, but they’ve become desperate.
What would you and I do if we
couldn’t provide for our family and
we saw our kids starving or whatever? We’d probably go to some of
the same extremes.”

For more information about
Immigrant Hope, visit www.immigranthope.org. For more information
about World Relief Minnesota, visit
www.worldreliefmn.org.

A closer look at World Relief Minnesota
By Scott Noble
TWIN CITIES — World Relief
Minnesota primarily helps to resettle refugees. And there are a
variety of refugees that the organization serves.
“We have people who are here
as asylum seekers, we have some
that are undocumented, and we
have others who have overstayed
their visitors …” said Robert
Oehrig, executive director of the
group. “But refugees are kind of
a really different class. They are
people who are legally in the
country—already have full status
from day one to work—to take
advantage of different programs
that are there.”
Of the 2,000 refugees that
come to Minnesota each year,
World Relief Minnesota resettles
approximately 500 of them.
“What we do is we try to match
every refugee family that’s arriving with a church, though there
are more refugees coming than
we have churches involved,” he
said. “Most of the people coming
now to the Twin Cities and [the]
suburbs are coming because they
also have what they call ‘U.S. ties’
here. In other words, people that
they knew in the refugee camp—
maybe it’s family members, other

relatives that are already here—
and they are coming to join
them.”
In addition to churches, the
group also works with individuals
to help meet the needs of refugees, including organizing winter
coat drives, providing welcome
kits, giving tutoring sessions and
holding citizenship classes.
Right now, World Relief Minnesota has seven sites where it
conducts ESL classes for Somalis.
Last year alone, the group saw
800 clients for immigration and
legal services.
Minnesota has consistently
been a sought-after destination
for refugees for a variety of reasons, and the state is home to
large populations of several ethnic groups.
According to the World Relief
Minnesota website, “Minneapolis
is home to more Somalis than
any other city in the U.S.; St. Paul
has the largest Hmong community in the U.S.; The Liberian
populations in Brooklyn Center
and Brooklyn Park are some of
the largest communities in the
U.S.; [and] St. Paul has a growing
population of Karen, a minority
ethnic group from Burma and is
currently one of the largest in the
U.S.”
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Bethany College of Missions
6820 Auto Club Road
Bloomington, MN 55438
1-800-323-3417
info@bcom.org
www.bcom.org
Our goal is to see Christ’s name made great among the nations. For well
over half a century we have been training and equipping our students
to live out their calling, whether that means ministering to orphans in
Kuala Lumpur or pouring into their co-workers in the office down the
street. Our school offers a BA in Intercultural Studies made unique and
applicable through our 16-month overseas internship. We also offer an AA
in Intercultural Ministry and a one-year certificate in Bible and Missions.

Bethel University
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN 55112
(651) 638-6242
buadmissions-cas@bethel.edu
www.bethel.edu
Bethel University is a leader in Christ-centered higher education with
approximately 6,600 students from 48 states and 25 countries enrolled
in undergraduate, graduate, seminary, and adult education programs.
Based in St. Paul, Minn., with additional seminary locations on both
coasts, Bethel offers comprehensive bachelor’s and advanced degrees in
nearly 100 relevant fields. Programs equip women and men for culturally
sensitive leadership, scholarship, and service around the world.

Charis Bible College
12805 Highway 55, Suite 310
Plymouth, MN 55441
(612) 217-4565
cbcminneapolis@gmail.com
cbcminneapolis.com
Charis Bible College believes in the importance of academics, but
those who are going into the ministry must know how to minister!
We strive for a balance between knowledge of Scripture and practical
ministry experiences. Instructors are from around the world with
decades of ministerial experience. Charis Bible College is a division of
Andrew Wommack Ministries.

Christian Leadership Institute
of Minnesota & Beyond (CLIMB)
427 County Road V V
Somerset, WI 54025
(715) 247-3000
climbschool@gospelpreach.com
The Christian Leadership Institute of Minnesota & Beyond (CLIMB)
is a Christian college degree program networked and dedicated to
helping churches provide a Christian education. It is a Christ-centered,
Bible-based organization, dedicated to helping churches develop
Christians for leadership positions worldwide.

Crossroads College
920 Mayowood Road SW
Rochester, MN 55902
1-800-456-7651
Undergraduate Admissions
www.crossroadscollege.edu/apply
Adult Studies/Degree Completion
www.crossroadscollege.edu/Compass
Excellent Christian Community, Core Biblical Foundation. Crossroads
College is an affordable private Christian college that has been "Impacting
the world for Christ" since 1913. Crossroads’ attractive campus is located
in Rochester, MN and specializes in preparing students and adults for
vocational ministry. Our Adult Studies/Degree Completion program is
Onsite, Online, On-Purpose. Flexible Class Schedule at a great value.

Crown College
8700 College View Drive
St. Bonifacius, MN 55375
www.crown.edu
Undergraduate Admissions
(952) 446-4100 • admissions@crown.edu
Adult and Graduate Studies Admissions
(952) 446-4300 • ags@crown.edu
Crown College is an affordable, accredited private Christian college just
west of Minneapolis, that prepares students—online and on-campus—to
serve and influence the world by placing a high value on being Christcentered, academically excellent and globally connected. Ranked among the
Best Midwest Regional Colleges, Crown is also a member of the CCCU.
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Luther Seminary
2481 Como Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55108
(651) 641-3521
admissions@luthersem.edu
www.luthersem.edu
Luther Seminary is a community centered in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. It is a place where theological learning is engaged with heart,
mind and spirit. Luther Seminary listens to the needs of the 21st
century church and responds by sending leaders trained with a deep
biblical and missional understanding to lead and serve in God’s world.

MissionShift Institute
1901 Portland Avenue S.
Minneapolis, MN 55404
(952) 220-1315
office@missionshift.org
www.missionshift.org
Fun, experiential, visionary class that will change your life! “Teaching
Christians to Build and Lead Cross-Cultural Ministries.”A collegelevel intro to reaching our new immigrants since 1995. One night per
week during the school year. All adults welcome. Can be used for
college credit. Internationally recognized, inexpensive, interactive —
and Fun! Minneapolis or Brooklyn Center.

North Central Theological Seminary
4111 Central Avenue NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
(612) 293-3801
administration@nctseminary.org
www.nctsmn.org
North Central Theological Seminary is a non-denominational
accredited seminary of higher learning. Our mission is to provide the
best online theological education from Bachelor’s level to Doctorate
of Divinity for religious vocations using the most qualified faculty,
comparable to some of the best-known educational institutions in
the United States. NCTS is recognized and authorized as a licensure
exempt religious degree granting educational institution.
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Northwestern College
3003 Snelling Avenue N.
Saint Paul, MN 55113
(651) 631-5100
admissions@nwc.edu
www.nwc.edu
Founded in 1902, Northwestern College is a Christian liberal arts
college in Roseville, Minn., offering more than 70 areas of study,
including bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Early College and PSEO,
plus associate degree and certificate programs. Enrolling more than
3,000 students in all programs, Northwestern is home to 1,800
traditional undergraduate students who are developing their minds
and their faith within a Christ-centered community.

Northwestern College Bible Institute
• South Minneapolis
• St. Paul (Spanish)
• South Metro Area
(651) 286-7557
figlesia@nwc.edu
www.nwc.edu/nbi
The Northwestern College Bible Institute (NBI) is an innovative
program strategically partnering with local churches to provide
sound Bible teaching. Under the oversight of Northwestern College’s
Department of Biblical & Theological Studies, the NBI gives you the
opportunity to pursue study in three different areas: fundamentals of
the faith, Bible, and ministry.

Oak Hills Christian College
1600 Oak Hills Road SW
Bemidji, MN 56601
1-866-307-OHCC
admissions@oakhills.edu
www.oakhills.edu
Oak Hills Christian College is an interdenominational, accredited
four-year college that offers 9 Bachelor degrees, 2 AA degrees, and a
one-year Certificate in Biblical Studies. Students at OHCC receive a
Bible-based education that promotes a Christ-centered worldview and
a heart for loving God and serving others.

Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal:
education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young
leaders in a Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core
curriculum, centering all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of
Government, Journalism, Literature, History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Fulﬁll

your

destiny.

When you allow Christ to
CHANGE YOUR LIFE,
you can’t help but
CHANGE THE WORLD!
Are you hungry for more of the truth
of the gospel?
Do you want a closer relationship with God?
Are you longing to discover God’s purpose
for your life?
Charis Bible College Minneapolis can help you
fulﬁll your destiny.

For more information, call 612-217-4565
Visit us online at cbcminneapolis.com
Now open in Plymouth, MN
Charis Bible College is a division
of Andrew Wommack Ministries.
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Rivendell Sanctuary
6820 Auto Club Road, Suite T
Bloomington, MN 55438
(952) 996-1451
info@rivendellsanctuary.com
www.rivendellsanctuary.com
Rivendell Sanctuary is a New Kind of College, recognizing that true
education is more than mastering content and receiving passing
grades. Each component of our 18-month Associate of Arts program
contributes to our holistic approach to education. By reintroducing the
ancient principles of apprenticeship-based learning, we do not seek to
develop honor students. We seek to develop students of honor.

Taylor University
Professional Writing Major
326 West Reade Ave.
Upland, IN 46989
(765) 998-5591
dnhensely@tayloru.edu
www.tayloru.edu
The professional writing major at Taylor University is designed to teach
students a full range of writing specializations, ranging from fiction
and screenwriting to desktop publishing and journalism. A focus is
put on marketing manuscripts and preparing for careers in editing,
publishing, freelance writing, and/or public relations.

Twin Cities Biblical Languages
944 Redwell Lane
Apple Valley, MN 55124
(952) 236-9578
gustafcj@mailcity.com
www.letsreadgreek.com/msbl
We specialize in the original languages of the Bible: the Koine Greek
and the Massoretic Hebrew. Our curriculum consists of courses (mid
September to mid May) in Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced
Koine Greek and Massoretic Hebrew, taught by Rev. Chuck Gustafson
and seven associates at a variety of churches. Cost: students purchase
their own textbooks. 25 years in service. Brochure available.
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Poll indicates majority
of evangelical leaders
support more gun control
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — A recent Evangelical Leaders Survey—taken after
the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School—found that 73 percent
believe the government should enact
additional gun control regulations. The
monthly survey is a poll of the Board of
Directors of the National Association
of Evangelicals (NAE) and includes
representatives from a broad array of
evangelical institutions.
“Evangelicals are pro-life and deeply
grieve when any weapons are used to
take innocent lives,” said Leith Anderson, president of the NAE and former
senior pastor of Wooddale Church in
Eden Prairie, via a media release. “The
evangelical leaders who responded to
the NAE survey support the Second
Amendment right to bear arms but also
want our laws to prevent the slaughter
of children.”
Amidst the numerous proposals
now being introduced in Congress and
across the country in state legislatures,
many of them pertain to limiting access
to guns or the ability to purchase them.
Bill Lenz, senior pastor of Christ
the Rock Community Church believes
increased regulation is one way to deal
with gun violence.
“Most of my experience with guns
has been as a hunter in the great
Wisconsin outdoors,” he said, via the
release. “I do not believe that guns are
the heart of the problem, but there
should be strong regulations on who
can bear arms. The easy access to
guns has undoubtedly contributed to
horrible tragedies. There are multiple
ways to address our current problem,
and greater gun regulations are one
of them.”
Some believe the nation faces a
choice: making more guns available
in an effort to promote safety through
strength or working to limit the number
of guns available on the street.
Carl Nelson, president of Transform Minnesota, speaking as an
individual since Transform Minnesota doesn’t have an official position on the issue, said: “As we try to
reduce gun violence, our country
has a choice: either follow the path
of the NRA and make more guns
available based on a theory that the

threat of a deadly response will reduce violence, or we try to reduce
the number of violent weapons on
the streets and try to change the nature of how our society deals with
conflict and dissatisfaction. The
idea of gun control says that we’re
ultimately safer if there are fewer
deadly weapons circulating on the
streets.”
However, some don’t see increased regulations as the sole answer to the problem.
“I would not oppose a ban on assault weapons,” said Phil Whipple,
bishop of the United Brethren in
Christ. “However, I don’t see this as
an action that would eradicate the
kinds of violent acts that occurred
in Newtown.”
Nelson believes reducing the
amount of violence on television
and in video games is another thing
society needs to consider.
“We need to quit being entertained by violence,” he said. “We
need to reduce the level of violence
depicted in movies and consider
eliminating video games where the
player is primarily shooting and
killing others. If we want to preserve the Second Amendment right
to bear arms, our society needs to
start treating guns responsibly, and
that includes how they are depicted
in our media and entertainment.”
Finally, some argue that the
way to decrease gun violence goes
much deeper than laws and regulations.
One leader who responded to
the Evangelical Leaders Survey
said, “We have a spiritual need in
our country that will not be solved
by emotionally initiated gun laws.”
Nelson concluded: “As believers,
we honor and protect the sanctity
of life, whether the unborn child or
potential victims of gun violence,
and just as we struggle to end abortion and protect unborn children,
we need to care about finding ways
to end gun violence.”
For more information about the
NAE, visit www.nae.net. For more
information about Transform Minnesota, visit www.transformmn.org.
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‘Footsteps of Paul’ Cruise
Rome | Greece | Turkey

12 Days of Biblical Discovery
October 19-30, 2013
Join Bethel Seminary’s
Dr. John Lillis and
Dr. Mark Strauss
for this trip of a lifetime.

Visit the picturesque islands of
Sicily and Crete and the ancient
cities of Athens, Ephesus,
Pompei and Rome.

Cruise costs: $3298 to $3998
+$398 airfare from San Diego
+ travel protection and cruise
gratuities (paid on the ship).

An optional 4-day extension
includes visits to the cities
of Assisi, Florence, Pisa
and Venice.

Please contact Mitchell Campbell for information on this trip
619-325-5227 | mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

JAN 27-FEB 2 • SUN-SAT

FEB 9 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Feed Haiti 2012. Calvar y Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (763) 231-2988, calvary.org/
feedhaiti

“Releasing the Power of the Spirit in Your
Life,” community-wide workshop with
Betsy Lee. 9-11:30am, Calvary Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (952) 942-9016

FEB 1-2 • FRI-SAT
The Art of Thinking Brilliantly, Equipping
Conference with Graham Cooke. North
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 Hwy 96
W, Arden Hills, $50 • (651) 490-1517 x13

FEB 2 • SATURDAY
Laugh For Life, Comedy Night featuring
Bill Arnold, Michael Pearce Donley & Bob
Stromberg. 7pm, Grace Church, 9301
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $10-12.
Hosted by New Life Family Services •
nlfs.org, 1-800-965-9324

FEB 4 • MONDAY
Princess Prep School. 4:30pm, Cross of
Christ Community Church, 17430 Jonquil
Ave. W., Lakeville • (952) 892-6304
An Acoustic Evening with Ginny Owens.
7pm, Murzyn Hall, Columbia Heights,
$35. Hosted by Walk Right in Ministries
• (763) 494-3480

FEB 5 • TUESDAY
Mission Challenge: Urbana 2012, with
Jonathan Ramse. 6pm, World Mission
prayer League, 232 Clifton Ave., Minneapolis • (612) 871-6843
Evening at the Bigelow: Art & Soul featuring Greta Oglesby. 7:30pm, United
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities,
New Brighton, $10-15 • unitedseminary.
edu, (651) 255-6138

14th Annual Minnesota State Sacred
Harp Winter Singing. 9:30-1pm, The
Celtic Junction, 836 N Prior Ave., St.
Paul • (651) 457-7762
2nd Annual Family Fun Fest. 10:30am2:30pm, King of Grace Lutheran Church,
6000 Duluth St., Golden Valley, free •
kog-els.org, (763) 546-3131

FEB 11 • MONDAY

www.christianexaminer.com

FEB 15 • FRIDAY

FEB 21 • THURSDAY (cont.)

MAR 12 • TUESDAY

Lamplighters International DTI Workshops, “Principles of New Testament
Disciple-making”. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata
Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

Fundraising Dinner Celebrating 20 years.
7pm, Earle Brown Heritage Center, Robbinsdale • (763) 531-9554, rwcinfo.org

Pastors Briefing, sponsored by The
Family Research Council & the MN Family Council. 10am-2:30pm, DoubleTree
Hotel, St. Paul • watchmenevents.org/
regional-events

The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka • (612)
866-8970

Plymouth Playhouse production of
‘Church Basement Ladies 2: A Second
Helping.’ 7pm, White Bear Central Jr.
High Theater, 4855 Boo Ave., Plymouth,
$25 • (651) 232-1843

FEB 16 • SATURDAY
The Revolve Tour, with Natalie Grant,
Anthem Lights and Jenna Lucado Bishop.
10am-5pm, Grace Church, Eden Prairie,
$61 • (877) 973-8658
Great Commission Artists (GCA) kickoff event. 10:30am-2pm, Depot Coffee
House, Hopkins • greatcommissionartists.com
Covenant D’Vine, Theatrical Performance
& Conference. 10:45am-2pm, Hilton
Garden Inn, 6350 Vinewood Ln., Maple
Grove, $16.50 • (763) 238-7743

FEB 21-22 • THU-FRI

FEB 22 • FRIDAY
Bonhoeffer Tour, with Eric Metaxas.
7pm, Bethlehem Baptist Church, 720
13th Ave. S, Minneapolis, $10-29 •
gotothehub.com
The Amazing Chemistry Show, with Josh
Denhart. 7pm, Evangelical Free Church,
1305 19th Ave. SW, Willmar, free • (320)
235-0592

FEB 22-23 • FRI-SAT
Power Worship Conference, with Mark
Condon. Fri 7:30pm & Sat 9am, 6944
Hudson Blvd., St. Paul • (651) 739-7686,
powerworshipconference.com

An Evening with Tony Mendez. 7pm, Beth
El Synagogue, St. Louis Park • (952)
873-7300, besyn.org/argo

Jolt of Laughter 4 Performance, with
Daren Streblow. 7pm, Galilee Baptist
Church, 10101 Lexington Ave. N, Circle
Pines, $15 • (763) 784-1760

FEB 12 • TUESDAY

FEB 17 • SUNDAY

Lamplighters International Webinars,
“Definition of a True Disciple.” 12-1pm,
Discipleship Training Institute, 6301
Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800507-9516

World Mission Prayer League Annual
Meeting & Celebration. 2:30-4:30pm,
heritage Hall, Association Free Lutheran
Bible School, 3134 E Medicine Lake
Blvd., Plymouth • (612) 871-6843

Lamplighters International Advanced
Basic Training. 6:30-8:30pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata
Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

Sunday Evening Concert Series, with
Dan Newton’s Café Accordion Orchestra. 6pm, Hope Christian Church, 4911
Hodgson Rd., Shoreview, $5-7 • (651)
486-6202, hopemn.com/concert.htm

Plymouth Academy Class, with Barbara
Anne Keely, hosted by United Theological
Seminary of the Twin Cities. 9:30am3:30pm, 3000 5th St. NW, New Brighton,
$98 • (651) 255-6138

FEB 19 • TUESDAY

Christian Married Women Enrichment
Group. 11am-12:30pm, Joyce Lester
Ministries, 245 N Ruth St., St. Paul,
$10 • (612) 203-7603

FEB 13 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Training. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516
Decisions, Decisions: Lenten Worship &
Live Portrayals, thru March 20. 5:50pm,
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden
Valley Rd., Golden Valley • (763) 5455659

Lamplighters International Pastor’s Training Seminar. 7:30am-4pm, Discipleship
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd.,
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

FEB 22-24 • FRI-SUN
“SANKOFA: Empowerment Through
Education,” 8th Annual African Heritage
Month Observance. Greater Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, 2600 E 38th
St., Minneapolis • (612) 827-7928

FEB 23 • SATURDAY

FEB 23-24 • SAT-SUN

Lamplighters International Webinars,
“Principles of New Testament Disciple
Making.” 12-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAR 13 • WEDNESDAY
Lamplighters International Basic Training. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAR 14 • THURSDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Workshops, “Introduction of Intentional Discipleship”. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd.,
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516
Evening with William Cope Moyers.
7:30pm, Bigelow Chapel, United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, New
Brighton, $10-15 • unitedseminary.edu,
(651) 255-6138

MAR 15 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Presbyterian Church, Minnetonka • (612)
866-8970

MAR 15-16 • FRI-SAT
Power of Change Women’s Conference.
Living Word Christian Center, Brooklyn
Center. Hosted by Janet Boynes Ministries • janetboynesministries.com

MAR 15-17 • FRI-SUN
The Crucible. Fri-Sat 7:30 & Sun 3pm,
North Central University, 910 Elliot Ave.,
Minneapolis • northcentral.edu

“The Age of the Universe” with Greg
Volk.. 7:30pm, Totino Fine Arts Center,
Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling,
Roseville • tccsa.tc

Marriage Encounter. Mt. Olivet Conference and Retreat Center, Farmington •
marriages.org, (651) 454-3238

FEB 14 • THURSDAY

FEB 19-MAR 26 • TUESDAY

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT

“The Whole-Person Approach to the
Treatment of Anxiety & Depression,”
presentation. 7pm, Easter Lutheran
Church by the Lake, 4545 Pilot Knob
Rd., Eagan • (612) 845-9481

Growing Through Loss, 6-week series.
Thursdays 6:45-9pm, Zion Lutheran
Church, 1601 4th Ave. S, Anoka. Presented by North Metro Grief Support
Coalition • (763) 413-2985

“Writing as Mindfulness,” with Susan
Deborah (Sam) King. Tuesdays 1:303pm, United Theological Seminary of
the Twin Cities, New Brighton, $35-75
• (651) 255-6138, unitedseminary.edu

2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778,
christiancruises.com

Kingdom Generation Conference,
Transformation 2013. Redeeming
Love Church, 2425 White Bear Ave.,
Maplewood, $15/kid or $25/family •
onerally.org

Young Adults Gathering: Kindle, with
Jared & Michelle Winger. 7-9pm, Bethany
International Campus Chapel, Bloomington, free • (952) 996-1385

FEB 21 • THURSDAY

FEB 26 • TUESDAY

“Day on the Hill” event. 8:30am-3:30pm,
RiverCentre, 7th & Kellogg Ave., St. Paul,
$30-45 • jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill

Growing Through Loss, 4-week series.
Church of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13,
Mendota • (651) 452-8261

FEB 14-MAY 25

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Concrete Care,
Ice Melt Damages & Recommendations,
with Josh Euerle. Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Plymouth • macfm.org

FEB 28-MAR 30

“Mysteries Written in Rock” with Bruce
Malone. 7:30pm, Northwestern College,
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land,
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903,
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

MAR 21 • THURSDAY

FEB 7 • THURSDAY
Anoka Community Mission Fellowship
Event. 7pm, The Gathering Place Café,
Anoka • (763) 421-8124

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
Home School Science Fair. Northwestern
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville •
tccsa.tc

“Mahalia,” gospel musical, based on the
life of Mahalia Jackson. Old Log Theater,
Excelsior, $22-34 • (952) 474-5951,
oldlog.com

Robbinsdale Women’s Center Annual

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN

ERIC — I started using as a teenager
and have tried almost every drug
there is. But meth was the one that
took hold of me, and for 16 years I
was living a life of crime, destroying
every relationship I had. Facing prison
time for my 8th felony charge, I asked
God to take control of my ruined life.
Nothing has been the same since.
Instead of prison, God brought me to
MnTC where I developed my relationship with Jesus. I have changed from
the inside out, and my family sees it.
I now work here as program staff, I
am enrolled in school,
and am blessed to do
ministry outreach in
the same jail I once
occupied.

Know someone struggling with a drug or alcohol addiction?
Call 612-FREEDOM (373-3366) or go to www.mntc.org.

FamilyLife Weekend to Remember
Marriage Getaway. Marriott City Center
Hotel, 30 S 7th St., Minneapolis • (952)
856-7390, weekendtoremember.com

MAR 9 • SATURDAY
“Witnessing – a lifestyle” workshop,
with Kay L. Meyer. 9am-3pm, Our Savior
Lutheran Church, Excelsior, $20/person
or $30/couple • (952) 474-5181 x223

MAR 10 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with Bob
Bovee & Gail Heil. 6pm, Hope Christian
Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd., Shoreview,
$5-7 • (651) 486-6202, hopemn.com/
concert.htm

MAR 15-30
“Kingdom Undone.” Southern Theater,
1420 Washington Ave., S Minneapolis,
$15-25 • kingdomundone.com, 1-800838-3006

MAR 16 • SATURDAY
The Booth Brothers in Concert. 6pm,
Cedar Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington
Ave. S, Bloomington, $17-25 • (651)
638-6333, musicforthemaster.com

MAR 19 • TUESDAY

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Grounds
Maintenance. Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran, 14107 Hudson Rd. S, Afton
• macfm.org

MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT
Acquire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,”
with Mike Guzzardo & more. University of
Minneapolis Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis
• acquirethefire.com, 1-888-909-3473

MAR 22-24 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember Marriage Getaway. DoubleTree Hotel, 150 S
Broadway, Rochester • (952) 856-7390,
weekendtoremember.com
The Crucible. Fri-Sat 7:30 & Sun 3pm,
North Central University, 910 Elliot Ave.,
Minneapolis • northcentral.edu

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.
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Theatrical ministry
presentation coming to
Maple Grove
MAPLE GROVE — Covenant
D’Vine, a theatrical and ministration presentation, is coming to the
Hilton Garden Inn in Maple Grove
on Saturday, Feb. 16 from 10:45
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The conference aims to restore
and “return women back to their
first love, Jesus Christ.” The event is
sponsored by Women Encouraging
Each Other.
The event charge is $16.50.
To register, visit www.covenantdvinefeb2013.eventbrite.com
or
www.felizmorris.org.

Annual ‘Day on the Hill’
event announced
SAINT PAUL — The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)
recently announced its annual “Day
on the Hill” event for Thursday,
Feb. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
According to the group’s website:
“Participants are briefed on portions
of the JRLC agenda that are being
debated and voted on at our state
Capitol. Clergy and lay people from
across the state attend ‘Day on the Hill’
to show our interfaith commitment to
social justice and to participate in the
lawmaking process.”
Registration is required.
For more information including
registration, visit www.jrlc.org/dayon-the-hill.

‘Kingdom Undone’
returns to Southern
Theater
MINNEAPOLIS — “Kingdom Undone,” a play that looks at the last days
of Jesus and Judas, will make its return
to the Southern Theater March 15 –
30. Written by Jeremiah and Vanessa
Gamble—founders of Theater for the
Thirsty—the play takes a unique look
at the last days of Jesus.
The show premiered in 2012,
and the response was positive.
“We were thrilled with the response,”
said Jeremiah Gamble, via a press release. “We heard a lot of stories from the
audience and cast about conversations
they had about the show.”
Tickets range from $15 to $25.
Discounts are available for groups,
seniors and students.
For more information, visit www.
kingdomundone.com or call (800)
838-3006.

Anoka Community
Mission to host
fellowship event
ANOKA — The Anoka Community Mission will host an event on
Thursday, Feb. 7 at 7:00 p.m. at The
Gathering Place Café in Anoka.
The event will include fellowship,
dessert, coffee and a short program
that will begin at 8:00 p.m.
The group’s mission is to “demonstrate the love of God to our
community through intentional
meeting of people’s physical, emotional, spiritual and social needs.”
For more information, call (763)
421-8124.

Women’s center to
hold fundraising dinner
BROOKLYN CENTER — The
Robbinsdale Women’s Center, a
pregnancy resource medical clinic,
will host its annual fundraising dinner on Thursday, Feb. 21 at 7:00
p.m. at the Earle Brown Heritage
Center. The dinner will celebrate
20 years of life-saving ministry.

This year, attendees will hear
“first-hand, captivating accounts
of women and young families that
found hope and practical help they
needed to choose life for their children,” according to an announcement from the group.
Guest speaker will be Michael
Homula, executive director of ICU
Mobile.
For more information or to register, visit www.rwcinfo.org or call
(763) 531-9554.

rian Church in Minnetonka. This
month’s event will include a potluck followed by special music from
Karen Johnson.
Those who attend are encouraged to bring a dish to share.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

FRC to sponsor
Pastors Briefing

Art group to
host gathering

SAINT PAUL — The Family Research Council (FRC) and the Minnesota Family Council (MFC) will
sponsor a Pastors Briefing at the
state Capitol on Tuesday, March
12. The briefing will begin at 10:00
a.m. and run to 2:30 p.m. at the
DoubleTree Hotel in St. Paul.
Those who attend will receive a free
lunch, a Culture Impact Team Manual
and Values Voter DVD toolkit.
Tony Perkins, president of FRC,
will speak at the event, along with
the Rev. Steve Goold, pastor of New
Hope Church and John Helmberger, CEO of MFC.
For more information or to register, visit www.watchmenevents.org/
regional-events.

Workshop to focus
on the Holy Spirit
GOLDEN VALLEY — Betsy Lee,
president of Prayer Ventures and
author of several books, will conduct the “Releasing the Power of
the Spirit in Your Life” workshop
on Saturday, Feb. 9 at 9:00 a.m. The
event will take place at Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley.
“Nothing has revolutionized my
walk with God more than knowing
about the Holy Spirit,” Lee said in
an announcement for the workshop. “Whether you are in ministry,
raising a family or striving to be an
ethical businessperson, living out a
life of love in an unloving world requires the help of the Holy Spirit.”
The workshop is free and open
to the public, but registration is
recommended.
Visit www.prayerventures.com for
more information or to register.

Breaking Free helped
hundreds of women in
2012
SAINT PAUL — Breaking Free, an
anti-human trafficking organization in
the Twin Cities, recently announced
it had helped 466 women and 100 of
their children during 2012. Of those
survivors, 145 were under the age of
21 and 58 were under 18 years of age.
The group also provided safe
housing to 80 exploited women, girls
and their children. In all, more than
15,000 individual direct services were
provided to clients during 2012, including advocacy, case management, crisis
intervention, education, legal services,
food/clothing assistance and numerous other services.
“Above all,” an email summary
stated, “we have seen amazing
transformation in people’s lives go
from hopeless despair to hopeful
promise for a new life and future.”
For more information about
Breaking Free, visit www.breakingfree.net.

Single parent group
to host musician
PLYMOUTH — The Single Parent Christian Fellowship will hold
its monthly social on Friday, March
15 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyte-

HOPKINS — Great Commission
Artists (GCA) will host a “kick-off”
event for visual artists on Saturday,
Feb. 16 from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at the Depot Coffee House in
Hopkins. The event, “Art and Relationships,” is designed to help artists get connected with small group
art fellowships in 2013.
GCA is “a network of Christians
dedicated to leading people to
Christ through the visual arts.”
For more information on GCA
and the kick-off event, visit www.
greatcommissionartists.com.

loved gospel singer from her birth as
the grandchild of plantation slaves, up
through her rise to wealth and international fame, and on to her destiny
as the musical voice of the civil rights
movement at the side of Dr. Martin
Luther King.”
Sandra Hodges, a local gospel

singer, plays the title role, which includes more than 20 musical numbers.
Ticket prices range from $22 for
weekday matinees up to $34 for Saturday performances.
For more information, call (952)
474-5951 or visit www.oldlog.com.
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COUNSELING
Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP
Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
Most insurances accepted

Natalie Grant highlights
The Revolve Tour

Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE
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EDEN PRAIRIE — Natalie Grant,
Anthem Lights and Jenna Lucado
Bishop will be the special guests at
The Revolve Tour—This Is Love on
Saturday, Feb. 16 at Grace Church
in Eden Prairie. The event will be
begin at 10:00 a.m. and run until
5:00 p.m.
Organizers say the event will help
provide “a new, deeper experience
for teen girls …. Dynamic speakers,
heart-felt worship and unforgettable concerts. More than ever before, the 2013 Revolve Tour offers
practical, real-life ways to have a relationship with Jesus.”
Registration is $61.
For more information, email
tlange@thomasnelsonlive.com or
call (877) 973-8658.

www.northlandcounseling.us

Power of Change
conference coming
to Living Word
BROOKLYN PARK — Janet
Boynes Ministries is sponsoring the
Power of Change Women’s Conference March 15 – 16 at Living Word
Christian Center in Brooklyn Park.
The event will include “compelling
testimonies, dynamic music, engaging speakers, inspiring worship and
more,” according to an announcement from organizers.
In addition to Boynes, guest
speakers include Anne Paulk, Sunday Burquest and Nate Oyloe.
Boynes founded the ministry in
2006 and is the author of “Called
Out: A Former Lesbian’s Discovery
of Freedom.” Boynes “challenges
individuals and the church to
reach out with a message of hope
and restoration to the homosexual
community,” according to the announcement.
For more information, visit www.
janetboynesministries.com.

Gospel musical
‘Mahalia’ to return
to Old Log Theater
EXCELSIOR — The gospel musical “Mahalia,” based on the life of
Mahalia Jackson, will return to the
Old Log Theater in Excelsior Feb.
14 and continue through May 25.
According to an announcement
from organizers: “‘Mahalia’ traces
the life and career of the world’s best

(952) 974-3999
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Professional Christian Counselors
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East Metro (651) 379-0444
South Metro (952) 892-8495
www.bachmanncounseling.com
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Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
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George Weigel to speak
at Trinity School
Listen Sun 8-10am

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.
Call (763) 742-3142
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com

EAGAN — Theologian George
Weigel will be the keynote speaker
at the 2013 Spring Benefit Dinner
for Trinity School at River Ridge.
The event is scheduled for Saturday, April 13.
Weigel is a former president and
distinguished senior fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center, a
participant in the “Evangelicals and
Catholics Together” initiative and
the author of several books.
For more information or for reservations, visit www.tsrr.org.

of Jesus’ death and resurrection,
through which the believer has victory over the power of sin,” according to an announcement from the
group.
The exhibit will be on display
from March 10 – April 7.
The submission deadline is
Thursday, Feb. 7.
For more information, visit www.
agapearts.net or email info@agapearts.net.

World Relief Minnesota
announces spring
training event

Commission. We will see lives transformed by the truth of His Word
and the power of His love.”
For additional information, visit
www.worldreliefmn.org.

Women’s Bible study
to focus on ‘biblical
holidays’
SAINT LOUIS PARK — Good
News for Israel (GNFI) is hosting
a new women’s Bible study that
will focus on biblical holidays. The
group began meeting on Thursday,
Jan. 31 and will continue to meet
every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. until
April 4.

STILLWATER — The Oakridge
Gallery of Gospel Art is looking for
submissions for two-dimensional
and three-dimensional visual art
and literary submissions for the
exhibit “O Death, Where Is Thy
Sting?”
The gallery is looking for art that
explores the theme of “the power

RICHFIELD — Rajo (Somali
Hope) Ministries and Somali Adult
Literacy Training (SALT) recently
announced its next Somali Outreach Spring Training event, which
will take place on Saturday, March
23.
According to an announcement
from the group, the event will be
a “day of encouragement, equipping and networking to empower
our local churches to obey Jesus’
Great Commandment and Great

Ministry Employment Opportunities

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

FLAGS

SERVICES

For almost 30 years, MnTC has been restoring hope to teens and adults struggling with drug
and alcohol addiction. We have shorter-term and long-term programs that allow us to effectively serve individuals with a broad spectrum of addiction issues.

Cozy one bedroom apartment. Near shopping,
YMCA and light rail, bus, security bldg. in Hiawatha
Lake area. $650 per month. (612) 242-8167.

Quality flags for sale. U.S., International and church
flags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service.
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
29 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

Art group looking for
submissions

Lynn Migdal will lead the study,
which will meet at the GNFI office
at 6408 Minnetonka Blvd. in St.
Louis Park.
The group will work through the
book “God’s Appointed Times” by
Rabbi Barney Kasdan.
To RSVP, call (952) 926 7369. For
more information about GNFI, visit
www.gnfi.org.

Mn Adult & Teen Challenge

Program Staff

Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop mentoring
relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men & Women’s Programs.

Community Outreach Coordinator

Experienced individual needed to develop & improve marketing strategy, ensure consistent
messaging of the organization’s programs, conduct market research, and provide project
management & support. Requirements include prior experience with developing marketing
strategies, internet marketing & materials development, and excellent written & communication skills. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts; Email resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

AUTOMOBILE
We buy all used car. Be/safe – No risk for you. Call
KenRay (651) 398-7388.

Teen Boys’ Program Manager & Men’s Program Manager

(two separate positions) — Experienced individual needed to manage the daily operations
of the teen boys’ or men’s program. Position is responsible for client evaluations, staff supervision, communication with government agencies, & provision of spiritual care to program
clients. Minimum requirements: excellent written & verbal skills, knowledge of MS Ofﬁce
software, bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience in a management position. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts; Email resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

For complete up-to-date job, internship
and volunteer opportunities, visit
www.mntc.org

HELP WANTED

Giant discount Christian book sale! www.jesuspeopleinfo.org.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FACILITY RENTALS
Getting hitched? Lake Barn Chapel. Pick your
party! Pick your package! Perfect venue for weddings, anniversaries, reunions and retreats. Barn,
large cabin, lakeshore and lawns. No drinking. 47
miles west of Minneapolis. Tel. (612) 483-7616,
lakebarnchapel@yahoo.com

Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: Christian outreach housing project needs a part-time &
full-time licensed alcohol and drug counselor for
this Christian faith based Outpatient program. If you
are interested, please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.
Tree of Life Therapeutic Massage seeking a deep
tissue massage therapist, part-time with potential
full-time. Send resume to deannl@tolmassage.com
or fax to (763) 476-0404.

Becci’s House Cleaning. Residential, business,
construction (new homes). Cleaning weekly, monthly,
biweekly. Must have own vacuum. Have references.
Serving Twin Cities Metro Area. Call for estimate,
(612) 968-7641.
Carpentry, interior/exterior: Quality work. 30 year
experience. AL (651) 408-2480.
26 year old Christian male seeks position as PCA
in western or northwest suburb of Minneapolis. 6
years PCA experience for autistic child with OCD
and ADHD. References. Call David (763) 522-2219

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS

Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $425/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

Roommate, Golden Valley. Female; no smoking,
drinking or pets. Rent $375/month plus half electric
and cable. (320) 491-2543.

engage your faith

Barnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofing/
siding/gutters! GAF certified installers, licensed and
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.

ROOMS FOR RENT
Near Albertville mall. Single Christian female.
$400. Call Lisa, (763) 232-6816.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information by calling
(612) 373-3366, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at
www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
Cost: 1-10 Words
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each
additional word

impact your cultur e

New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

BOOKS

RN/LPN

Nurse needed to review program applications, assist with intake process & assessments, and
aid staff nurses with additional client medical care. FT, competitive salary + beneﬁts; Email
resumes to: jobs@mntc.org.

FOR SALE-FURNITURE

Deadline:
18th of prior month

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

$7.25

16

17

18

19

20

$8.50
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$9.75
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$11.00
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IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

Name
Address

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

Please classify under:

Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947

Phone
State

Mail to: Christian Examiner Classiﬁeds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Zip

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _____________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed

months

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota
California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul
❑ San Diego Co.
On-line
❑ Inland Empire
❑ Internet
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to
your total cost.]
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Salvation Army meets
local and regional
fundraising goals
ROSEVILLE — The Twin Cities Salvation Army reported it had
reached its $9.8 million Christmas
Campaign goal, with just under $10
million collected.
Last-minute donations and online
gifts helped the group meet its goal.
In 2012, the Salvation Army
helped 288,000 people in the Twin
Cities through its 29 service centers.
The services that saw increases,
according to the charity, were utility assistance, hot meals, food shelf
visits and housing.
The Northern Division, which
serves Minnesota and North Dakota, recorded $17.7 million in gifts,
some $200,000 over its goal of $17.5
million.
“We are grateful for the outpouring of gifts throughout Minnesota
and North Dakota,” said Lt. Col.
Daniel Sjögren, Salvation Army
Northern Division commander, via
a media release. “Thanks to this
generosity, the people we serve will
have access to more of the critical
resources they need to move forward in 2013.”
For more information on the Salvation Army North, visit www.salvationarmynorth.org.

Booth Brothers
visiting Bloomington
BLOOMINGTON — Music for
the Master is sponsoring the Booth
Brothers in concert on Saturday,
March 16 at 6:00 p.m. The concert
will be held at Cedar Valley Church
in Bloomington.
General admission tickets are
$22, and groups of 10 or more are
$17 each. Tickets at the door are
$25.
For more information or for tickets, call (651) 638-6333 or visit www.
musicforthemaster.com.

Radio host to present
worship on sharing the
gospel
EXCELSIOR — Our Savior Lutheran Church in Excelsior will
host the workshop “Witnessing—
a Lifestyle” on Saturday, March
9 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Kay

L. Meyer, author and radio host of
“Family Shield” will lead the workshop.
The event “will help participants
learn basic skills to build relationships with family, friends and those
they meet in the community, and
equip them to share the gospel in
a non-threatening, Christ-centered
way,” according to a release from
organizers.
The workshop will include a lecture format as well as small group
discussion and touch on four segments: “Witnessing Basics”; “Witnessing Begins at Home”; “Witnessing During Holidays”; and
“Witnessing Through Schools,
Congregations and in the Community.”
Registration is $20 per person
or $30 for couples. Registration includes lunch, and childcare is available upon request.
For more information or to register, call Jerry at (952) 474-5181 ext.
223 or email jerry.rosamond@oslcs.
org.

Mark Condon to
highlight Power Worship
Concert
SAINT PAUL — ABI - First UPC
in Saint Paul will host the Power
Worship Conference Feb. 22 – 23.
The event is designed for worship
teams and musicians.
Some of the topics covered include “powerful worship without
musicians and singers”; “small
church issues and how to overcome”; “training the future of your
church’s worship department”; operating with no money”; and others.
Friday evening is a time for corporate worship, while Saturday will
include various sessions on worship.
The event is free, but a free-will
offering will be given.
For more information, visit www.
powerworshipconference.com or
call (651) 739-7686.

in Plymouth. This month’s meeting will include information on
concrete care and ice melt recommendations.
The group meets monthly for fellowship, networking, professional
development and resource sharing.
The membership is a broad spectrum of large facilities with several
staff members to small churches
with volunteer custodians.
For more information on the
group and its monthly meetings,
visit www.macfm.org.

Legislators and faith
leaders gather for
values summit
SAINT PAUL — Last month,
more than 200 religious and community leaders gathered with 21
members of the Minnesota State
Legislature to discuss shared values and goals for the upcoming
legislative session. The community
leaders were from ISAIAH, Jewish
Community Action, His Works
United and the Center for Public
Ministry.
Those gathered from the faith
community pledged to be active in
the legislative session, according to
a news release from ISAIAH. That
activity will include 40 days of prophetic vigil, as well as several public events that support policies and
values “of creating a just Minnesota
where everyone has the opportunity to thrive.”
“We can agree that the right for
all people to live in healthy and
prosperous communities is sacred,”
said the Rev. Paul Slack, president
of ISAIAH, via a media statement.
For more information about ISAIAH, visit www.isaiahmn.org.

ARE YOU HEARING

THE WHOLE TRUTH?
Too many Christians are not understanding where this world is
headed because they are not hearing the inconvenient truth
of the Bible.

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES RADIO
with Jan Markell brings you a weekly digest of current events
featuring interviews of leaders who examine these events
according to the Bible.

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 980 KKMS

AM 1280 The Patriot

For more information or to order Jan’s free newsletter,
“Understanding the Times,” call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Commercial - Industrial - Residential

Church facility group to
hold monthly meeting
PLYMOUTH — The Minnesota
Association of Church Facility Managers will hold its next monthly
meeting on Thursday, Feb. 21 at
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

s .EW 2OOFS
s 2EROOFS
s -AINTENANCE 2EPAIRS

763-434-4819
kuehnroofsystems@comcast.net
Providing Quality Roof Services for over 30 years

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning

U
U
U
U
U
U
U
U

Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

763.560.5700

Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing
▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting
▲ Media Relations
▲ Advertising Copy

www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Noble Creative, LLC
SNOBLE NOBLECREATIVECOM s 

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

noblecreative.com

16 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • February 2013

www.christianexaminer.com

Looking for intimacy with God?
Former mission executive
examines Scripture for guidance
By Scott Noble
“Intimacy with God: Drawing Ever
Closer to the Almighty”
By Dr. Benjamin A. Sawatsky
Book Villages, © 2011, 221
pages
It’s a phrase we hear and read often:
intimacy with God. While it sounds
straightforward, the concept itself is
more complex … nuanced. What does
it mean to try to attain intimacy with
God? What are the steps? How will I
know when I have arrived? What will
my life look like?
These and other similar questions
shadow all believers as they wrestle—to
varying degrees—with becoming more
intimate with God.
In “Intimacy with God: Drawing Ever
Closer to the Almighty,” former mission

executive Dr. Benjamin A. Sawatsky
delivers a scripture-bathed guidebook
filled with essays on the topic.
Sawatsky, along with his wife, Muriel,
served in Singapore and Malaysia for
18 years as church planters. Sawatsky
subsequently served in various leadership roles and ultimately as executive
director of the Evangelical Free Church
of America (EFCA) International
Mission. The EFCA is based in Minneapolis.
Sawatsky said that one of the reasons
for writing the book was his belief that
intimacy with God is crucial for any
follower.
“After all those years of being a part
of the mission, I came to realize that
the greatest need of a servant of the
Lord is a passionate, intimate relationship with God,” he said. “My continual
prayer is that the Holy Spirit will stir in

our hearts a passion—so lofty a pursuit
seems unachievable. It isn’t unattainable though. I want Him to stir in my
heart a hunger that only He can satisfy,
a thirst that only He can quench.”
Dr. Thomas Cairns, chief medical officer of ReachGlobal, the international
arm of the EFCA, was on the project
team for “Intimacy with God” and was
also touched by Sawatsky’s essays on
the subject.
“I was working under Ben for many
of the years he was leading our mission,” Cairns said. “His monthly essays
on intimacy with God greatly touched
my heart and drove me to a deeper
life of devotion and love for God. We
heard many testimonies by our missionaries affirming that they too were
growing in their hunger and thirst for
intimacy with God. So it was a natural
thing to choose to collate these essays
into one volume, allowing many others
to benefit.”
The book is split into three parts,
with the first focusing on the role of
the Holy Spirit.

Dr. Benjamin A. Sawatsky

Sawatsky writes: “My goal in this
series of essays on the Holy Spirit and
intimacy with God is to demonstrate
from Scripture that there is nothing
of eternal significance that we can
accomplish without the help of the
Holy Spirit.”
This first section is split into nine
chapters that touch on how the Holy
Spirit is “my comforting counselor”;
“my convicting evangelist”; “my re-

vealer of the future”; “my patient
intercessor”; and numerous others.
Sawatsky uses this first treatment
somewhat as a commentary on specific
verses or stories in Scripture—relaying the relevant passages followed by
several paragraphs of description or
discussion on them. This is followed by
an application and a prayer for readers.
In one of the application sections, Sawatsky writes: “My time in
the Word of God is a response to an
inner hunger of heart for spiritual
nourishment. It is in the Scriptures
that I meet with God for intimate
communion every day. The Spirit
of truth within me arranges such
intimate communion with God.”
The essays in this first part—
dealing with the Holy Spirit—are
perhaps the strongest of the book.
They are well written and focused.
Depending on each reader’s tastes,
section two is a bit more challenging. It includes the written prayers of
Sawatsky on a variety of issues related
to intimacy. Some readers might be
more open to reading others’ prayers
and thus consider doing it themselves.
Nevertheless, the section is fairly short
and followed by another strong part
of the book.
The final section includes topical
essays that relate to various aspects
of the faith, including confession,
a broken heart, suffering, anxiety,
weakness, obedience and many
others. This section is perhaps the
most practical, since the topics deal
with particular issues each Christian faces and how those issues relate to intimacy with God.
In the essay on weakness,
Sawatsky uses the experiences
of the apostle Paul and Moses as
roadmaps when we experience
weakness, writing: “To tap into the
grace and power of God, we must
acknowledge our weakness. We
must learn the secret of drawing on
His grace and power where we are
weakest. The less I have in myself,
the more I am compelled to rely on
Him. The less I have in myself, the
more room there is for His grace
and power.”
“Intimacy with God” is well written and practical. Readers looking
for a scripture-focused approach to
the topic will find the book most
useful.
Cairns noted that the book is entering its second printing and that
many readers have contacted them
regarding the book’s positive impact.
Sawatsky concludes: “I must allow
my faith eyes to develop an expectant assurance that God will indeed
reward all who pursue Him with diligence. What is the reward for such
a quest? It is intimacy with almighty
God” (emphasis in the original).

“Intimacy with God: Drawing Ever
Closer to the Almighty” can be purchased online at www.nsresources.
com or at LifeWay Christian Stores.

