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Who are my children?
Couple uses own experience with abortion
to help others find hope and healing
By Scott Noble

A college student on a Bethany Global Team missions trip to Haiti shows her
digital camera and photos to children.

STEM International and
Bethany International
complete agreement
Both organizations now pursue new initiatives
Christian Examiner staff report
BLOOMINGTON — Last
month, STEM (Short Term
Evangelical Missions) International and Bethany International announced the completion of
their four-year licensing agreement, which allowed STEM to
operate under the umbrella of
Bethany.
The licensing agreement
made all STEM personnel come
under Bethany International
and provided financial support
and stability during a difficult
economic time for the organization, according to Tim Freeman, executive vice president
at Bethany. The agreement also
made Bethany the main provider of short-term mission trips for
STEM.
STEM International focuses
on short-term mission initiatives
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while Bethany International
trains and sends out missionaries on short- and long-term projects.
Dan Brokke, president and
CEO of Bethany International,
believes the partnership benefited how mission teams work
together.
“This season of working together has allowed for the
strengthening of how short-term
teams can work alongside longterm mission teams and initiatives,” he said. “We now will be
strategically placing short and
intermediate teams as well as
launching new partnerships.”
Bethany was founded more
than 60 years ago by five families
who wanted to train and support
100 missionaries. The mission
organization continues to do
See AGREEMENT, page 9
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TWIN CITIES — Brian and
Denise Walker had a problem,
one that wouldn’t go away. It
shadowed them for years. Their
marriage was filled with bitterness, anger, resentment.
They were married in May of
1980 but “for the next 17 years,
we were in a no man’s land …”
Denise said. “I hated [Brian] so
often. I was going to divorce him
so many times but didn’t know
what the problem was.”
The problem—as they would
both eventually realize—was the
abortions in their past. In January of 1980, several months before they got married, the couple Brian and Denise Walker found healing from the abortions in their past. Now
found out they were pregnant. they help others deal with the pain and find hope.
They made the decision to have
When she first arrived at the He restored that child back to us.
an abortion. Prior to meeting counseling, organizers asked De- In May 2000, that’s when God reBrian, Denise had two abortions nise what she wanted out of the vealed who all our children were.
while in college.
program.
We finally became a whole family.”
“But that third abortion pushed
“I want to know two things: I
me over the edge,” she recalled.
want to know who my children Abortion recovery program
Now nearly two decades into are, and I also want to know what
After both Brian and Denise
their marriage and years into liv- is this thing between Brian and I went through abortion recovery
ing with the abortions in her past, that we just can’t get it in gear,” programs, the couple felt called
the anger in Denise’s life was over- she recalled. “We just can’t get it into ministry. They both became
flowing.
together.”
ordained and founded the reThe couple eventually found
She soon discovered that the covery ministry Rich in Mercy in
Christ, and a friend encouraged conflict between them was their 1999, which is part of Everlasting
Denise to seek healing from the abortion, but she also learned Light Ministries.
abortions, so she began to attend that God wanted them to forgive
What makes the ministry
the program Post Abortion Trau- one another and to heal them.
unique is its emphasis on healma Healing (PATH) at a nearby
During the same time period, ing for the “entire post-abortive
church.
Brian completed a similar abor- world.”
“She went there trembling, tion recovery program.
“We’re talking not just moms and
knew something was going to hapThrough the process, “God re- dads of the aborted baby; we’re talkpen, and she got there, and like stored our children back to us,” ing grandparents …” Denise said.
she says, the anger started at her Denise said. “He restored Steven “We’re talking siblings, aunts, uncles,
toes and rose through her legs back to us [the name they had cousins, you name it.”
and exploded out of her mouth,” given the child they had aborted].
The curriculum is also designed
Brian said. “She was the angriest And then we had a second child for staff members of abortion clinwoman they had ever seen in their that we lost in miscarriage beSee WALKERS, page 2
ministry.”
cause of all of the three abortions.

TWIN CITIES — We’ve all heard
the statistics or the phrase: Christians divorce at the same rate as
non-Christians. What follows is usually something along these lines:
What makes Christians different
from the rest of us when they adopt
the same standards as everyone
else?
That’s a challenge for Christians
who want to demonstrate to the
culture that their lives have been
redeemed and they no longer play
by the same rules. For non-Christians, they believe it’s just another
reminder that most Christians are

just as hypocritical—if not more
so—than everyone else.
However, examining the divorce
rate claim more closely reveals a nuanced and multi-faceted issue.
Dr. Peter Larson, a clinical psychologist who is president of Life
Innovations and co-author of the
popular “Prepare/Enrich” assessment, said there are a couple of
problems with the divorce rate
claim.
The first revolves around education and poverty. Those with lower
education levels and higher poverty
rates tend to have higher divorce
rates.
“You fold that in over the Bible

belt … then you
yo
ou
have these p
pootentially skewed
eweed
numbers,” Larson
arsson
said.
“The otherr p
probro
obb
lem with a lot off th
research
the re
rese
sear
arch
ch
h
is how they defi
efine Christian
Christian,”
an,”
,””
Larson continued.
nued. “It may be
a single question; it may be, ‘[Do]
you believe in God?’ And the other
problem is they may not ask about
partners. It may just be one person
who [says], ‘Yeah, I believe in God
and by the way we got divorced.’”
Larson has been involved with studies in the past that demonstrated that
couples who both profess belief and

w
were
erre
o n
the
same
page spiritually
pa
““statistically
sta
tati
tistically speaking
they
th
ey h
had
ad a much higher quality of relationship, less distress in their
relationship, more satisfaction and
they were at a lower risk of divorce.”
Other studies have found similar results: Couples who share the
same faith and who practice it
See DIVORCE, page 2
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ics: doctors, nurses and receptionists.
“It’s done in an atmosphere that
is non-condemning, non-judgmental but honest,” Brian said.
One of his favorite classes deals
with the issues of accountability
and responsibility.
“We use a curriculum that
flushes that out and some people—usually the abortive person—thinks they’ve had much
more responsibility that they actually have,” he said. “It’s not unusual to give themselves 90 percent of the blame or 100 percent
of the blame. There are other factors that we have them look at,”
including the role of society, judges, the court system, schools, etc.
Brian, who also serves as program director for Pro-Life Action
Ministries, often has a chance to
speak with men and women as
he does sidewalk counseling. He
estimates that roughly 60 percent
of the men he speaks with in this
role do not agree with the decision to abort the baby.
“Very often [the men] wanted to
be supportive of their girlfriend or
their wife or fiancé,” he said. “And
they will go along with it. They are
very much resigned about it. Some
are hurt.”
Some of the needs of the men
and women involved with abortion can be different, but one thing
crosses all boundaries: the need for
God’s love.

regularly generally have a lower divorce rate than the general culture.
When looking at Christian marriages in the U.S. based on research
he has done, Larson sees them split
into three levels. The top third is
“doing well, not only a good base
in terms of their beliefs but they
were happy with the way they communicated, happy with the way they
handled money, parented, their sex
life, across a whole range of dimensions, just doing really well.”
The second third are “marriedcommitted.
They’re
not
going to get divorced, they’re
committed
to their family, their faith.”
However, Larson continued:
“They’re not
very connected. They don’t
know how to
communicate
or solve problems. They often struggle with their
sex life. They’re these kind of unhappily committed couples.”
The final third—even among
church members—may profess the
same faith and have the same beliefs, but they are struggling. They
are the ones who are most in danger of getting divorced.
When dealing with couples in the
bottom third, Larson tells pastors
to fight the urge to preach more
theology and to do more teaching.
“So you have couples and individuals in these marriages who
say, ‘Yeah, I really believe,’” he
said. “But they don’t know how

Bible-saturated curriculum
Those who go through the Rich
in Mercy eight-week program will
understand better the love of God.
“We frontload [the program
with] who God is and His love for

Brian Walker, who serves as program director for Pro-Life Action Ministries,
speaks at a pro-life rally.

His creation and why He created
us,” Denise said. “And the mission
He gave us and how we blew it. And
how the Ten Commandments are
just a snapshot of where we [blew
it.] He has allowed us to have
life and life [more abundantly]
through Christ if we repent and
if we seek His face. He then will
also restore back to us that which
was lost.”
They see the program accomplishing two things: reconciling
the participant to God and then
reconciling the participant to
their children. The cleansing that
occurs, Brian and Denise say, is
what is generally missing in the
participants’ lives.
The curriculum is “Bible saturated,” Brian said. “All the answers
are in the Word. And actually the
Word is wonderful because it addresses all the emotions, all the
feelings, all the decisions, all the
pressures, everything that made
[the decision to get an abortion]
this perfect storm.”
Through the program, “We’re
introducing them to a whole new
life in Christ,” Denise said. “Free

from the shame and the condemnation of their sin.”
The result?
“The first time we did [the
class], what struck us was the
physical change,” Brian said.
“[The participants] come in
with their heads down. Scripture
says the eyes are the lamp of the
Lord; their lamp is out. You can
see after each class [things start
to change.] By the very last class,
they are able to laugh. They’re
smiling. The sense of humor that
they may have had is back. They
can laugh with somebody.”
And they’ve been reconciled
with God and their children, the
couple believes.
“What God wants to do is sever
the death connection to that child
and restore it with a life connection to that child,” Denise said.
“That’s Rich in Mercy.”
For more information about
Rich in Mercy, visit http://
everlastinglightministries.org. For
more information about Pro-Life
Action Ministries, visit www.plam.org.

to translate belief into day-to-day
interaction within their marriage.
How do you get the fruit of the
spirit from those passages in the
New Testament [into] your marriage? They need some practical
help on that.”
Those couples who are in the top
third tend to handle two things better
than couples in the other groups: communication and conflict resolution.
“Knowing how to disagree in a
respectful and productive way without name calling, bashing, tearing
down one another,” Larson said.
“So they function as a team. They
realize that we are going to disagree
on some things, but we[’ve] got to

find some resolutions that we can
both feel good about, both live
with.”
As with most statistics, there are
underlying characteristics and relationships that aren’t easily translatable via a number, such as how
poverty and education levels influence divorce. While the Christian
divorce rate claim has been around
for years, it’s not as simple as a
number or a claim.
For more information about Life
Innovations and “Prepare/Enrich,”
visit www.prepare-enrich.com.
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Yuletide miracle
Christmas fiction brings non-fiction joy
as homeless man reunited with family
By Lori Arnold
Popular Christian author Kathi
Macias uses a novel approach to
highlight such societal issues as
the persecuted church, human
trafficking and homelessness by
incorporating those themes in her
fictional works.
Her newest release, “Unexpected Christmas Hero” inadvertently
crossed into the non-fictional
realm after it became its own unexpected story when the book’s
cover photograph of a homeless
man helped to reunite the North
Carolina transient with his estranged family.
“There is just no way it could
have happened without God,” said
Macias. “It just could have never
come together.”
Macias, who has served on the
faculty of various Christian writers
conferences, specializes in a genre Willard Parker, a homeless man from
her publisher has labeled “fiction Asheville, N.C., has reconnected with
his family after someone recognized him
with a mission.” The mother of from the cover of Kathi Macias’ new book,
six, with 17 grandchildren and “Unexpected Christmas Hero.”
four great grandchildren, said
she decided to address the issue of Parker, was signing the photo rehomelessness because of her earlier lease for the photographer he menexperience in the ministry and after tioned to Lê that he agreed to the
more recently befriending a young photo shoot in hopes of finding his
estranged family, whom he had lost
homeless couple.
“I would always stop to talk to contact with several years earlier.
“That tugged at my heart strings
them and sometimes bring them
when
they called and told me that,”
lunch or something, and I always
Macias,
a former journalist, said.
prayed with them,” the writer said.
“One time I laid my hand on the
young woman’s shoulder to start Looking for family
Macias then launched an Interto pray and she started crying.
net
campaign posting the photo
She said, ‘You know, it’s wonderful when people stop and pray on as many websites as she could
with us, but almost nobody wants in hopes of helping Parker to
to touch us—and I understand find his family. Three weeks later,
that because we’re dirty—but you Amber Hayes, one of Parker’s two
don’t know how much it means daughters, received a call from a
to me that someone can look past friend who said her father was on
that and care enough to put their the cover of a book.
“I didn’t believe them,” Hayes,
arm around us or lay hands on our
a
resident
of Hohenwald, Tenn.,
shoulder and pray with us.’”
Macias said she was also urged to said of her friend’s claim. “I was
pursue the topic by a family mem- like, ‘whatever.’ I Googled it and
sure enough, it was him. I was hysber who was briefly homeless.
“He really challenged me to do terical. I started crying. I called my
it,” Macias, the author of 40 books, mom. I called my sister. I couldn’t
said of her relative. “He said, ‘I believe it. I hadn’t seen him in a
think you should really consider while, and he looked very weak
putting a face on the homeless in that picture.”
Hayes said she had spent several
and helping the church to really
understand what they deal with so years trying to track her father,
the church can be more effective in who disappeared after the 2004
ministry.’ I thought that was really a death of his adopted father.
“I think what he did was he gave
challenge I couldn’t pass up.”
Macias began work on the project up,” she said in a phone interview.
about a year before its October re- “I called several places. I called
lease. In preparation for the book’s the jails to see if he was incarcerrelease her publisher, New Hope ated for being at the riverbanks.
Publishers, contacted Michael Lê, a I called the homeless shelters up
member of its cover design team, to there. I either called the wrong
photograph a “model” for the cov- one at the wrong time, or he was
er. Macias talked to Lê by phone, there but not when I would call.”
The mother of two young chilgiving him a general description
of the homeless Vietnam veteran dren said she was amazed that
profiled in her book. Later, while she was able to reconnect with
in Asheville, N.C., Lê and his wife, her father through what seemed
Christine, found the perfect subject to be a random series of events.
“I was blown away,” Hayes said.
for the cover.
“They were looking for someone “I would never have thought that
who might resemble this person I any part of my family would be on
described to them, and they looked a cover of a book or that anything
up and there he was in front of like this would ever happened to
them,” Macias said of the incident. us. I was excited and filled with
“They said it was like God dropped all types of emotions.”
After contacting her mother
this man out of heaven and said,
‘here he is.’ It was amazing because and sister with the news, Hayes’
he was the right age, he had the mother traveled to Asheville and
beard, he had the clothes, every- brought Parker, who is sick with
thing looked like the man in the leukemia, back to her Toledo,
Ohio home.
book.”
“She rode down one of the main
As the homeless man, Willard

strips where the homeless stay
in North Carolina,” Hayes said.
“He was actually just walking
down the road. She thought it
looked like him, pulled over
and sure enough it was him.”
Planning a reunion
Parker’s daughters have
spoken to him by phone and
hope to have a face-to-face
reunion in the coming weeks.
Hayes just started a new job as
a certified nurse assistant and
is limited in time off. Her sister, who lives in Georgia, also
needs to work out logistics for
getting to Ohio.
“After I talked to him the main
thing was to have all of us together,
all the grandbabies, because of the
leukemia,” Hayes said. “He knows
or he feels like he may not be
around for many more.”
Macias said she is working to
expedite that meeting and has
a donation link on her website.
“You look at this from the
beginning, and it just had God’s
fingerprints all over it,” the author
said. “Even the photographer said
that, and he’s a former atheist.
That’s what is so exciting. Now he
sees God in everything.”
As the backstory has emerged,
Macias admits numerous people
have suggested the events have the
feel of a Hallmark movie.
“Everybody keeps telling me
that,” she said. “This really needs
to be a made-for-TV movie. It’s
just a heartstring story. There are
a couple of people sniffing around,
nosing around about that same
thing, saying you know, that really
sounds like a movie. So we’ll have
to see what happens. Who knows
how God is going to use this? He
never ceases to amaze me.”
As for the original story of “Unexpected Christmas Hero,” you’ll just
have to read the book, which in midDecember was named the 2012 Book
of the Year by booksandauthors.net.
For more information, visit www.
kathimacias.com.

Evangelical leaders split on
how media portrays them
Christian Examiner staff report
TWIN CITIES — “Evangelical” is a
label not always applied accurately or
fairly, according to a recent Evangelical
Leaders Survey, a monthly poll of the
board of directors of the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE).
“Treatment by the ‘media’ often
comes down to ‘which media?’” said
Leith Anderson, president of the NAE
and former senior pastor of Wooddale
Church in Eden Prairie, via a media
release. “Many writers really try to fairly
represent evangelicals. I see it often.
There are others on the margins who
like to spin and twist to make their point
and can skewer the truth in the process.”
The majority of respondents—63 percent—said the media portrays evangelicals fairly “sometimes”; 29 percent said
“rarely”; and three percent said “never.”
On the other side, five percent said the
media “usually” portrays evangelicals
fairly and zero percent replied “always.”
Many respondents believe the media
would do well to get to know evangelicals
better, thus helping them in their report-

ing and understanding of evangelicals.
David Neff, vice president of Christianity Today International, said: “I
believe that when the mainstream
media stumble in their portrayal of
evangelicals, it is usually through ignorance. A little reporting could cure
that. Getting to know some evangelicals
personally would be even better.”
Carl Nelson, president of Transform Minnesota, believes many in
the media use “evangelical” when
discussing political beliefs.
“The media would do well to recognize that evangelicals are identified by
our religious beliefs, not our politics,”
he said. “In fact, our political preferences are quite diverse.”
As with any group of people, fair
and accurate media reporting on them
is important.
“Evangelicals are like others,” Anderson concluded. “We want fair and
positive treatment in the press. The
number of evangelical leaders who say
we receive fair coverage reflects efforts
by more reporters to understand who
we are.”
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Don’t be defined by your past
I’m convinced God likes to create new things. I came to this conclusion not just by looking at the
universe and the wonders of His
creation, but also by looking at our
own lives. While creation no doubt
points to God’s uniqueness in creating something out of nothing, I
believe He also likes to create new
things out of older, used and damaged things.
As we enter a New Year, people
like to make resolutions about
changed behaviors, habits or commitments; but God is always ready
to “create” something new in those
He patterned after His own image.
The problem with making new
resolutions is that the person remains essentially the same, subject
to the same temptations as before.
That’s why gym and fitness centers
see such an increase in members
the first couple months of each
new year. People have made their
commitment to change—to get
in shape—but slowly that commitment becomes a nuisance and

then ultimately it becomes an afterthought.
Creating something new in Christ
has the potential to withstand the
natural challenges we face in our
modern society. Why? Because that
change works its way outward from
the heart to our expressions, behaviors and actions.
I’ve always been intrigued by the
story of the adulterous woman in
John 8, perhaps because of its starkness and clear delineations of before and after.
The religious leaders of the day
bring before Jesus a woman caught
in adultery. Not someone who was
accused of committing adultery,
but someone “caught in the act” of
it. This was a serious offense. One
that normally resulted in stoning.
Jesus remains calm during the
entire episode, perhaps too calm
from our perspective. But when
He does speak, the reality of the
dichotomy between His kingdom
and that of the world couldn’t be
starker.

After Jesus challenges the religious leaders to condemn the
woman—those without sin to begin
the stoning—slowly the crowd disperses, “the older ones first.”
Now it’s just Jesus and the woman, the one whose very life was seriously threatened no more than a
few minutes before.
Jesus asks her, “Where are they?
Has no one condemned you?” “No
one, sir,” she replied. “Then neither do I condemn you …. Go now
and leave your life of sin.”
The kingdom of this world would
have condemned her, leaving her
either dead or forever stained by
the realities of her past.
Jesus’ kingdom gives her an opportunity to change, to become
something she couldn’t be on her
own, someone who can make eternal differences.
And notice Jesus doesn’t say to
her: “Look, you were caught in a
very bad sin. Your life will no longer
be the same. You will forever be defined by this sin. Your life is essen-

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble
tially over. Go now and live saddled
by your past actions.”
No. Jesus tells her she is not condemned and to leave her life of sin.
We don’t know for sure what happens next in this parable—or event.
But I wonder if she embraced this
newfound gift and lived the life she
dreamed of living, free from her

past, the hurts she carried with her
and the shackles of that which had
come to define her.
And that’s the opportunity each
of us has now. We can make resolutions to change—and those are
not in and of themselves bad. But
Christ offers us an opportunity to
become someone we can only be
through Him.
This past year may have been
filled with setbacks, struggles and
failures. Maybe we lost our job, lost
that significant relationship or fell
into sin.
Christ’s offer to us hasn’t
changed, and we don’t need a date
on the calendar to begin anew. Just
as He offered new life to the woman caught in adultery, Jesus offers
new life to you and me.
Will you take Him up on His offer?
Be sure to check us out on
Facebook and follow us on Twitter
(@cenewsmn) for the latest news,
opinion and contest giveaways.

The gift of life, the gift of time
January marks a time when many of
us muster up our will power and discipline to sweep away the bad habits and
usher in a new era of healthy habits.
As the calendar turns and a new year
dawns, I am not spurred by dreams of
being 10 pounds thinner or thoughts
of adding some self-help regimen to
my days.
Instead, I am crushed by an overwhelming sense of gratitude for life
and time. Walking through the last
year of difficult challenges and immeasurable joys, life and time have
been called into question. I am
persuaded that a right perspective
of these precious gifts changes everything.
Several months ago I wrote an
article about my awakening to the
issues of abortion and how sad it
has been to see the deception and
greed throughout this unregulated
industry. This year is the 40th anniversary of legalized abortion in the
U.S. Since 1973, nearly 55 million
lives have been lost to abortion.
What do we say to that? It’s incomprehensible. So much so that
we often don’t say anything at all;
we dismiss the overpowering real-

Alisha Cora Soule
ity. Even more disturbing is that we
live in one of the few states that require taxpayers to pay for elective
abortions, which means abortions
performed on low-income women.
If you pay taxes in Minnesota, you
have assisted in 58,000 abortions,
costing more than $18 million dollars since 1995.
I feel that through the legalization of abortions, on demand,
individuals have been robbed of
working through the emotions and
thought process when faced with
such a life-altering decision. An
unplanned pregnancy produces a

strong dose of shock, fear and confusion. It also produces a desire to
respond quickly before too much
time has passed.
In the early weeks of pregnancy,
a decision to abort is the least expensive and, arguably, the least
invasive. However, if the decisionmaking process is slowed down and
an individual is allowed to dig deep
and talk through the layers of emotions and questions, I believe many
would, and do, choose other options.
The issue of abortion has hit me
particularly hard this year because I observe, up close, individuals struggling
with an unplanned pregnancy. Every
week I learn a piece of new information
that baffles my mind, cuts my heart
and confirms the misleading ways of
the abortion industry. Furthermore, I
have been in and around unhealthy environments that perpetuate sexual selfgratification and instant satisfaction.
I have experienced an unplanned
pregnancy, and although I was married it jolted me and changed my
life forever. My husband and I have
also lost a child. A natural abortion
(miscarriage) occurred within me,

and the child we loved and desired
is gone from this earth. The gift
of life has become so personal, so
meaningful, so powerful.
Equally, the gift of time has reckoned new purpose in my life. I have
come to realize that how we spend
our time impacts everything. We
don’t often think about it that way.
We simply do what we think we
need to do. More often than not,
it’s about doing what we are used to
doing and societal pressure. Rarely
do we step back and really think
about how we are spending our
time.
Interestingly, the gift of life has
made me think long and hard
about the gift of time. The first
year plus of my child’s life I battled
navigating guilt, tension, stress and
societal pressure. Afraid of what
would come if I didn’t do all the
things I had been doing before, I
finally mustered up the courage
to stop the merry-go-round ride of
constant bustle and defy the notion
that I could fit it all in.
Bit by bit I have let go of the
things that once gave me my identity. The process has been uncom-

fortable and very humbling. My
identity has not been lost; it has
simply changed. As my pastor recently stated, God wants us to have
a blessed view of time, not a negative perception.
Running around fighting the
clock and being chained to a to-do
list is not a blessed view of time. I
can’t believe so many of us accept
this and call it living.
My time is now filled with parttime work, family, reading Elmo ten
times a day, chasing a runny nose
toddler, scraping mushed oatmeal
off the floor, playing “babies” and
kissing my child’s scrapes, bruises
and tears every day.
I am passionately convicted by
the reality that we don’t get time
back. Once it’s lost, it’s gone forever. My choices regarding time have
had their consequences, to be sure,
but they are worldly.
The Lord has given me a new
perspective on what matters most
(Matthew 6:19-21).
Alisha Cora Soule is director of
development at New Life Family
Services.

Church people helping people: Missional evangelism
Last August, five churches in Bloomington canceled their normal Sunday
worship services and instead sent their
members out to help their neighbors.
In May, 12 churches in Ramsey County
partnered together for a Weekend of
Service. In Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn
Center and several other communities,
churches have done the same.
I am encouraged by this new
level of missional Christian living
because the Church can no longer simply open its doors and wait
for people to come to us; we have
to become like Jesus and go into
the world caring for the vulnerable, healing the sick, giving to the
poor and proclaiming—as Jesus
did—that “the kingdom of God is
at hand.”
Going into the world intentionally
and loving people God puts into our
lives can be hard work. My family and
I have encountered a young boy in
our neighborhood who lives in a very
unstable home, and more than once
he has spent an evening at our house
trying to reach other relatives by phone

looking for a place to go. Then I’ve
had to drive him somewhere to a relative’s house.
Each time this has happened, I’ve
had other plans for the evening. In
a couple instances while he’s been
in our home, he has taken money
from us. But as I look at this young
boy and think about my desire to
see the Gospel of Jesus proclaimed
and the kingdom of God growing,
I realize that I need to start right
here in my own neighborhood.
This is why I am excited about the
growing movement of churches intentionally serving people in their
own neighborhood. Some of us live
in neighborhoods where there is
less apparent need than others and
some of us live where needs are
more obvious, but God has placed
us wherever we are to engage in our
neighbors’ lives.
The advantage of churches’ intentionally focusing on serving
their own neighborhoods is that
we start to build relationships with
the people around us. This is espe-

cially important today because “relationship” has become the means
through which people are willing
to learn about the story of Jesus,
and our authentic service is effective proof of our own saving transformation through Jesus Christ.
Another essential element of
this movement is that churches
are serving with each other. The
world needs to see that Christians
love each other and work together.
Serving our neighbors is not about
promoting our own congregation;
rather, it is about demonstrating
who Jesus is. So when a community
of churches comes together for a
Sunday of “CityServe” or a “Weekend of Service,” it shows to others
that Jesus does unite us despite
our congregational peculiarities or
theological distinctive.
This May, churches from several
communities will once again come
together to serve their neighbors,
and more communities are joining the movement: churches in
Northeast Minneapolis, Brooklyn

Carl Nelson
Park area churches, northwest
Ramsey County churches, Wooddale Church and 12 of its daughter
and partner churches. May is still
several months away, and there is
still time for groups of churches in
other communities to join the action.
The goal of this movement is not
to be a one-time event; rather, it is
to become a lifestyle of service and
engagement with our neighbors
with the missional intent of helping

people meet Jesus and caring for
them in the way that Jesus did.
At one suburban congregation
that had a team of people providing hospitality to nearby international college students, one woman
was skeptical of the team’s intent.
She wondered what the church expected of them in return. Nothing.
Over time, as she built friendships
with the team, she began to hear
about and understand what Jesus
meant in their lives. Still uncertain
about her own beliefs in Jesus, she
recently said: “I want my professor
to learn about God. I think it would
help her right now.”
I want people to meet Jesus and
accept His invitation into the kingdom of God. Churches’ working
together to serve their neighbors
is an effective way to help train us
as Christians to act like Jesus and
to invest in relationships so that we
can tell others about Him.
Carl Nelson is president and CEO
of Transform Minnesota.
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Brothers, the ministry is supernatural
It’s been 10 years since the publication of the book “Brothers, We
Are Not Professionals.” Nothing
has happened in the last 10 years
to make me think this book is less
needed. In fact, instead of going
away, the pressure to “professionalize” the pastorate has morphed and
strengthened.
Among younger pastors, the
talk is less about therapeutic and
managerial professionalization
and more about communication
or contextualization. The language
of “professionalization” is seldom
used in these regards, but there
is quiet pressure felt by many pastors: Be as good as the professional
media folks, especially the cool
anti-heroes and the most subtle
comedians.
This is not the overstated professionalism of the three-piece suit
and the power offices of the upper
floors, but the understated professionalism of torn blue jeans and the
savvy inner ring. This professionalism is not learned in pursuing an
MBA but by being in the know
about the ever-changing entertainment and media world.
This is the professionalization of
ambience and tone and idiom and
timing and banter. It is more intuitive and less taught. More style and
less technique. More feel and less
force.
If this can be called professionalism, what does it have in common
with the older version? Everything
that matters. The way I tried to get
at the problem 10 years ago was to
ask some questions.
Let me expand that list. Only this

Conversions and conformity to
Christ are the supernatural fruit
of serving in the supernatural
strength of Christ.
time think old and new professionalism.
• Is there professional praying?
• Professional trusting in God’s
promises?
• Professional weeping over souls?
• Professional musing on the
depths of revelation?
• Professional rejoicing in the
truth?
• Professional praising God’s
name?
• Professional treasuring the
riches of Christ?
• Professional walking by the
Spirit?
• Professional exercise of
spiritual gifts?
• Professional dealing with
demons?
• Professional pleading with
backsliders?
• Professional perseverance in a
hard marriage?
• Professional playing with
children?
• Professional courage in the face
of persecution?
• Professional patience with
everyone?

These are not marginal activities
in the pastoral life. They are vital.
Why do we choke on the word
“professional” in these connections? Because professionalization
carries the connotation of an education, a set of skills and a set of
guild-defined standards which are
possible without faith in Jesus or
the power of the indwelling Spirit
of God.
Professionalism does not usually
carry the connotation of being supernatural. But the heart of ministry is supernatural.
There is a professional way to
crucify. But there is no professional
way to be crucified. There were professionals on Golgotha. They were
experts in torture. But Jesus was not
one of them.
For Paul, the ministry was more
like being crucified than crucifying.
“I bear on my body the marks of Jesus” (Galatians 6:17). “I am crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20).
“I die every day!” (1 Corinthians
15:31). “For the sake of Christ I am
content with weaknesses” (2 Corinthians 12:10). “He was crucified
in weakness … we also are weak

John Piper
in him, but in dealing with you we
will live with him by the power of
God” (2 Corinthians 13:4). “We are
the aroma of Christ … a fragrance
from death to death … a fragrance
from life to life. Who is sufficient
for these things?” (2 Corinthians
2:15–16).
Pastors say, “Who is sufficient for
these things!” And then they look
to God. Professionals say, “Education and training and savvy are
sufficient.” And then they look to
experts.
Pastors do not look to their eloquence for the supernatural fruit
they long for. “My speech and my
message were not in plausible
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so
that your faith might not rest in the
wisdom of men but in the power of
God” (1 Corinthians 2:4–5). Whatever gifts and eloquence a pastor
may have, whatever preparations
he makes, he looks away from them
all to God for every spiritual effect.
He knows what he is after. And
he knows that no human effort and

no human excellence can bring
it about. He wants people to be
raised from the dead (Ephesians
2:5). He wants people to be set free
from lifelong bondage (2 Timothy
2:25–26). He wants camels to pass
through the eye of a needle (Mark
10:25–27). Therefore, at every turn,
he seeks to “serve by the strength
that God supplies in order that in
everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong glory and dominion forever
and ever” (1 Peter 4:11).
The goals are supernatural, and
the means are supernatural. Conversions and conformity to Christ
are the supernatural fruit of serving in the supernatural strength
of Christ. Only Christ can do this.
Ministry is discovering how to live
happily in the all-accomplishing
hands of the risen Christ.
This is a plea for pastors to put
the presence of the Holy Spirit and
the power of Christ-exalting truth
and the purity of holy living above
the pragmatic considerations of organization and above our concern
with compelling style. And if this
sounds like a prescription for careless, sloppy, distracting ministry,
tune in next time for “Brothers, Supernatural Does Not Mean Stupid.”
Brothers, the ministry is supernatural.
John Piper is pastor for preaching
and vision at Bethlehem Baptist
Church in Minneapolis. He is the
author of more than 40 books,
including Desiring God and Don’t
Waste Your Life.

The intellectual bankruptcy of the ‘pro-choice’ position
The battle over human dignity
is waged not just at the local abortion clinic or crisis pregnancy
center, nor merely in the halls of
Congress or the Supreme Court.
It is also carried out in our choice
of words.
The war on the sanctity of
human life relies on bullets of
deception and warheads of untruth—in short, on what George
Orwell called “political language,”
which he said “is designed to make
lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.”
Those who support the legal
killing of unborn human beings
in the womb have used political
language for decades, cloaking
their morally indefensible position in innocuous-sounding terms
such as “choice” and “women’s
health”—hoping the rest of us
will forget about the status and
rights of the other person directly

Eric Metaxas
affected in the abortion transaction—namely the fetus.
For any who express the slightest
qualms about the unborn, these
political language manipulators
are quick to deny the humanity or
personhood of the fetus, calling it
a “lump of tissue,” a “product of
conception,” or even a “potential
person”! Thus, by their choice of
vocabulary, they attempt to sub-

vert thought and the normal human compassion we would feel for
the 50 million defenseless human
beings legally aborted—make that
snuffed out—in their mothers’
wombs since Roe v. Wade in 1973.
But it’s hard to keep up the
verbal sleight of hand all the time.
A case in point is the considerable
elation over the news that Kate
Middleton, the Duchess of Cambridge, is carrying a child. That’s
right, a child, not a “product of
conception”!
We are told that her “baby” will
be third in line to the throne,
behind only Prince William and
Prince Charles. I’m not the only
one to have noticed the unusual
descriptions of the royal baby in
the press.
One bemused observer is a
British blogger who goes by the
tongue-in-cheek pseudonym
“Archbishop Cranmer,” referencing the 16th-century Protestant

divine who was executed during
the reign of Queen Mary on the
charge of heresy.
Noting the excitement in British society about the child who is
“destined to ascend the throne,”
the modern “Archbishop Cranmer” points out the slip of so
many tongues. “Surely such ‘prochoice’ newspapers and journals
(and people) should be talking
about a bunch of pluripotent stem
cells, an embryo or a foetus?” he
asks. “For reports suggest that the
Duchess is still in her first trimester, so this is not yet a baby; and
certainly nothing with any kind of
destiny. At this stage, surely, it is
a non-person, just like the other
201,931 non-persons who last year
were evacuated from wombs in
England, Scotland and Wales.”
The Brits are clearly—and
rightly—treating the royal baby
not as a clump of cells to be disposed of for any reason but as fully

human, as a person. Yes, friends,
the language we use matters. Is
the life in the womb a “product of
conception” or a person, maybe
even a prince in waiting?
Philosopher Peter Kreeft says
that the “personhood of the fetus is clearly the crucial issue for
abortion, for if the fetus is not a
person, abortion is not the deliberate killing of an innocent person.” Kreeft adds, “Persons have
a ‘right to life’ but non-persons
(e.g., cells, tissues, organs, and
animals) do not.”
Friends, our greatest weapon in
the defense of human dignity is
not bombs or bullets but the truth.
Let’s wield it. For as Orwell also
said, “In a time of deceit telling
the truth is a revolutionary act.”
© 2012 Prison Fellowship.
Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a radio commentary, formerly
featuring the late Chuck Colson.
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Pro-Israel movement growing among local college students
By Sarah Ferguson
TWIN CITIES — College students across the Twin Cities are
launching
pro-Israel
campus
groups purposed in solidarity and
advocacy for the Jewish state.
In the fall of 2011, University of
Minnesota student Cheyenne Richardson launched Christians United
For Israel on Campus Minnesota
(CUFI MN). This group started
small but has grown, hosting numerous events on campus since its
beginning, including screenings of
documentaries and hosting international guest speakers.
One such event was a lecture given by Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
Sergeant Benjamin Anthony from
Our Soldiers Speak. The event
drew more than 60 students and
community members from the U
and other campuses in the Twin
Cities. Anthony’s lecture was aimed
at providing an insider’s view of the
IDF and information on the current Middle East conflict.
He called upon the students as
future policy makers to “redouble
your efforts to support Israel in
whatever capacity you can.”
Richardson commented, “This
year, CUFI MN is starting a new
initiative to show students the why
and the how of supporting Israel in
concrete ways.”
One of those ways has been
shown in the 2012-2013 academic
year by partnering with a similar
campus group: Students Supporting Israel, launched in March 2012.
“We believe that by learning
about up-to-date politics, Israeli culture and history, students can have
a better understanding of Israel’s
position as a member of the fam-

ily of nations,” reads a statement
on the Students Supporting Israel
Facebook page.
During the recent conflict, both
groups joined forces with community members in a two-day Support
Israel Rally on the University campus in November. Students gathered outside the Coffman Memorial
Union with both Israel and United
States flags and signs to show their
support for Israel’s right to defend
herself against these attacks.
The U of M is not the only campus
on which to find pro-Israel groups.
Northwestern College (NWC) in
St. Paul officially launched their
Eagles For Israel student-led club
with a kick-off leadership dinner in
October. CUFI National Campus
Director John Winchester was the
guest speaker for the catered event,
and he spoke on the biblical foundation for support for Israel and
gave background on Israel’s standing in the Middle East.
Among attendees were students
and faculty, including Northwestern College Professor Barbara
LeClaire of the Education Department, who said: “I was impressed
that the speaker used so many clear
examples and passages from the
Bible emphasizing the importance
of the land of Israel. The impact of
Eagles for Israel would be a small
step in establishing connections internally as well as globally.”
Dr. Yvonne Banks, Dean of Academic Support Services commented: “I think that NWC promotes
learning on a global scale, so having such an event fits with trying
to become a knowledgeable global
citizen.”
The Eagles For Israel Club seeks
to educate students on the need to

stand with Israel and equip them to
pray for Israel.
With the new year will come yet
another pro-Israel group to Twin
Cities’ campuses—this time at the
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul.
“When a CUFI chapter is formed
at St. Thomas, it will serve to promote Israel, understand its heritage
and issues pertinent to its defense
and longevity,” said Andrew Hasek,
chairman of the College Republicans and political science and
economics major. He anticipates a
starting membership of more than
20 members, particularly drawing
from the College Republican presence on campus.
“There is not another group like
CUFI on our campus,” Hasek said.
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Pro-Israel students gather to rally for peace at the U of M campus in November.
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“At any campus, it is important for
students to understand why Israel
takes the actions it does. Students
need to be aware of the issues regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and that will be something we
can bring to the table.”
Pro-Israel campus groups are
part of the international bi-partisan
umbrella organization Christians
United For Israel (CUFI). Founded
by Cornerstone Church’s Senior
Pastor John Hagee in 2006, CUFI’s
membership surpassed one million
members in 2012.
According to the CUFI website:
“The purpose of Christians United
For Israel (CUFI) is to provide a
national association through which
every pro-Israel church, parachurch organization, ministry or
individual in America can speak
and act with one voice in support of
Israel in matters related to biblical
issues.”
Deb Campbell, executive director of Daughters For Zion prayer
ministry under CUFI has attended
numerous campus events.
“The events have been excellent,
provided very clear, concise, factual
information that helped educate
and enlighten,” she said. “People
were able to walk away with information that could have been readily shared with others in order to
continue to build support and ad-

vocacy.”
Having a pro-Israel campus presence draws students who would
otherwise not be involved. Christopher Loeffler, kinesiology major
at the U of M, attended the CUFI
MN lecture in November.
“You couldn’t help but want to
do more to help out and to learn
more about Israel’s history and current events,” he said.
Regarding the impact of the
group, he continued: “We live in
a diverse society, and I believe it is
very important to have all aspects
of life represented. A pro-Israel
club at the U brings to light what
is happening in Israel from a direct
source and provides a different perspective than the one we hear and
read about from our news media.”
Concerning pro-Israel support
on campuses, Campbell said: “Colleges need to stay informed, to take
the facts and analyze them. By really knowing the historical facts, they
will be able to dispel rumors and
myths. We are passing an important
baton of Israel support to the next
generation of leaders.”
For more information or to contact
these groups, visit www.cufi.org,
www.oursoldiersspeak.org and www.
daughtersforzion.org or search for
them on Facebook.
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Christians make up American pastor imprisoned
the largest religious for his faith while visiting Iran
group in the world
Christian Examiner report

BP News
NASHVILLE — Christians are
the world’s largest religious group
and are nearly evenly dispersed
globally, according to a new Pew
study on the size, geographic distribution and median ages of the
world’s major religious groups.
Of the world’s 6.9 billion people,
2.2 billion or 32 percent are Christians, Pew reported Dec. 18. While
only 12 percent of Christians live in
North America, the vast majority of
Christians, 99 percent, live outside
the Middle East-North Africa region where Christianity began.
Apart from North America, Christians are geographically dispersed, with
26 percent in Europe, 24 percent in
Latin America and the Caribbean, 24
percent in sub-Saharan Africa and 13
percent in the Asia-Pacific region, the
study by the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life found, based on 2010 data.
Researchers did not study the degree to which people actively practice their faiths, but relied on the
subjects’ self-identification of their
religious affiliation.
The majority of the world’s other
religions lives in the Asia-Pacific region, including nearly all Buddhists
and Hindus, and most Muslims and
the religiously unaffiliated, researchers found. While 58.8 percent of
the world’s population lives in the
Asia-Pacific region, it is home to 99
percent of Hindus and Buddhists, 62
percent of Muslims and 76 percent of
the religiously unaffiliated.
Pew reported that the world’s
population includes 1.6 billion
Muslims, 1 billion Hindus, nearly
500 million Buddhists, 400 million adherents of various folk and
traditional religions, 58 million
adherents the study confined to
the category of “other,” comprised
of many religions including Baha’i
faith, Jainism, Sikhism, Shintoism,
Taoism and Wicca.
A plurality of the world’s 14 million
Jewish people, 44 percent, live in North
America, while 41 percent live in the
Middle East and North Africa, nearly
all of them in Israel, the study found.

In the U.S., 78 percent, or
243,060,000 of the country’s
310,390,000 people are Christian,
the study found. The U.S. also has
50,980,000 religiously unaffiliated,
5,690,000 Jewish people, 3,570,000
Buddhists, 2,770,000 Muslims,
1,790,000 Hindus, 630,000 adherents to folk religions and 1,900,000
affiliated with other religions.
The Global Religious Landscape: A
Report on the Size and Distribution
of the World’s Major Religious Groups
as of 2010 encompasses more than
230 countries and territories. Based
on more than 2,500 censuses, surveys
and population registers, the research
is part of the Pew-Templeton Global
Religious Futures Project, analyzing
religious change and its impact on
societies around the world.
Globally, about half of all Christians
are Catholic. An estimated 37 percent
of Christians are Protestant, including
Anglican, independent and nondenominational churches. The Orthodox
Communion, including the Greek and
Russian Orthodox, make up 12 percent
of Christians.
Researchers categorized Christian Scientists, Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses as “viewing themselves as Christian,” and computed
them as comprising about 1 percent
of the global Christian population.
Most of the world’s population,
5.8 billion or 84 percent, affiliates
with a particular religion, leaving 1.6 billion, or 16 percent, with
no religious affiliation, the study
found. But many with no religious
affiliation hold religious or spiritual
beliefs, such as a belief in God or a
universal spirit, while not identifying with a particular religion.
The study found that some religions have much younger populations, determined in part by the
growth rate of countries where the
religions are largely found. For example, religions concentrated in
China tend to be older, because the
population growth is slower.
The median age of the world’s
overall population is 28, while the
median age of Christians is 30, the
study found.

TEHRAN, Iran — A 32-year-old
Iranian pastor, a U.S. citizen and a
Christian convert from Islam, has
been imprisoned without notice of
any formal charges while visiting
his family in Iran.
The American Center for Law
and Justice is representing Saeed
Abedini, who was arrested in September and then charged for
threatening the national security
of Iran and espionage, due to his
involvement with Christian house
churches and foreign Christian satellite TV ministries.
ACLJ is calling on the international community, the U.S. State
Department, Congress and the
United Nations to demand Pastor
Abedini’s release.
According to Fox News, this was
Abedini’s ninth trip since 2009 to visit
family and to continue his humanitarian work on developing a non-sectarian
orphanage in the city of Rasht on a
family-owned land plot.
Abedini’s wife, Naghmeh, told
Fox News that her husband converted at the age of 20, after becoming severely depressed from undergoing suicide bomber training by a
radical Muslim group.
Abedini, 32, was granted U.S. citizenship in 2010. He and his wife,
Naghmeh, have two children, a 6year-old daughter and 4-year-old
son.
In 2008, Abedini became an ordained minister with the American
Evangelistic Association. Naghmeh
and the children reside in the west-

Pastor Saaed Abedini and his wife Naghmeh have two children, a 6-year-old daughter
and 4-year-old son. Abedini converted to Christianity after becoming severely
depressed from undergoing suicide bomber training by a radical Muslim group.

ern United States.
Although the Iranian government does not recognize his U.S.
citizenship, for three years Abedini
traveled freely back and forth between the U.S. and Iran—until this
fall when he was put under house
arrest.
Abedini is being held in solitary
confinement and could possibly
face the death penalty.
In a recent letter to his family
from prison, Abedini wrote the following:
“Prison is a test of faith. I was always worried that the storms of this life

would break the ship of faith, but when
you stand in the steadfast ship of faith,
the storms are like a nice breeze. Nothing
can break the ship of faith. These walls
have created more fervor for me to love
others through sharing the Gospel, but
more than that, the walls have deepened
my love for my Savior. I feel the prayers
of all who are praying for me. I hope to
one day meet each one of them face to
face and embrace them in my arms.”
For more information on the
case and to sign a petition to the
U.S. State Dept. to take action
on Abedina’s behalf, visit www.
aclj.org.
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Filmmakers explore
‘Jesus Movement’
through eyes of
Calvary founder
By Lori Arnold
COSTA MESA, Calif. — Having
missed the action of the Jesus Movement—an anointed era where hippiesturned-Christians changed the culture
through the Word and music—filmmakers Jurgen and Stacey Peretzki
wanted to capture the real story on film.
The result is “What God Has
Wrought,” a 105-minute documentary
that took home honors in its division at
the San Diego Christian Film Festival.
“This is not our era at all, but we
thought it was really super interesting
to tell,” Jurgen said. “It’s a story that
needed to be told, even for this generation, because it’s very inspirational and
very motivational for people.”
The documentary centers on the
musical journey that, decades later,
has impacted the worship style of
most Christian denominations in the
United States.
“We talk a lot about the bands
because modern-day contemporary
Christian music came out of this,” Jurgen said. “A lot of things that people
like us, the younger generation, take
for granted now all came out of that
hippie ‘Jesus Movement.’ The way
people dress in church, contemporary
Christian music, the way people wor-

ship in church. They didn’t have guitars
and rock bands back then, and now it’s
kind of the norm.
“Back then it was revolutionary.
That’s why I think it’s so interesting
for the generation now to know where
did this all come from and get inspired
by it.”
The common thread throughout
the story is Chuck Smith, founder of
Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa (Calif.),
which helped to birth more than
1,500 churches in the United States
and abroad.
There are nine Calvary Chapelaffiliated congregations in Minnesota.
“He has so much wisdom,” Jurgen
said of Smith who is now 85 and still
in full-time ministry at his church.
“We learn about the whole movement
through him telling his life’s story. It’s
pretty comprehensive.”
The Peretzkis took three years to produce the documentary, interviewing
more than 45 people including Smith
and his wife, Kay, Franklin Graham,
Tim LaHaye, Raul Ries, Greg Laurie,
Brian Broderson, Jeff Johnson, Mike
MacIntosh, Don Stewart, Ricky Ryan,
Bob Coy, Steve Mays, Skip Heitzig, Joe
Focht, Oden Fong and David Rosales.
“Whenever we had time and money
do an interview, we would do an inter-

Pastor Chuck Smith interacts with the crowd during a worship service at a beach in Orange County, Calif. In addition to
the beach ministry during the Jesus Movement of the ‘60s and ‘70s, the documentary also explores the church’s role in
developing contemporary Christian music.

view,” Jurgen said.
Nearly three-fourths of the interviews are featured in the documentary,
which includes 1960s and ’70s B-roll
clips of concerts and baptisms in Pirate’s Cove.
“Documentaries can be a little boring, but this subject is about as good
as it gets when you are talking about
Pastor Chuck and how God moved
through him and how the Calvary
Chapel movement came about,” Stacey
said. “Not only birthing contemporary

Stacey Peretzki interviews Chuck Smith in the auditorium of his church. The documentary “What God Has Wrought”
focuses on the Jesus Movement and centers around the ministry of Smith, now 85.

Christian music, which is huge, but it
also has all these big churches coming
out of it. God really used that movement
to change the world for Christianity.”
Seeing God’s hands
The Peretzkis, who have produced
numerous other films through their
Christian-based Screen Savers Entertainment, said they came up with the
idea after contemplating the music
history of Calvary Chapel. They approached Smith with the idea, and he
encouraged them to run with it.
“We really feel honored to do it,”
Stacey said. “We are just vessels being
used, but we really liked being used
for it because it was such a wonderful
experience.”
Both said they were surprised to
discover the breadth and width of the
movement beyond the music aspects.
“We didn’t know that there was that
many churches and that God used that
church to spawn so many other great
churches,” she said.
From the beginning, they said, the
project was anointed with all sorts of
people coming forward to help.
“We learned to trust in God because
He made things very obvious in terms
of who to interview,” Jurgen said. “He
would literally put people in front of
us. People we hadn’t seen in years, He
would put in front of us to interview.
We were awed in how God was in it, in
so many ways. (It was) like wow, He is
really guiding us, hand holding us in
so many ways.”
Stacey agreed, saying their confidence and faith were strengthened
through the process.
“Once you realized that God builds
the church or God makes the documentary, then you really … it just builds
your faith,” she said. “That’s what we
learned, to be more trusting and listen-

ing to Him and seeing how it really can
work. And He really can put people in
our lives if we are really seeking Him.”
That realization, Jurgen said, “takes
the pressure off.”
God’s timing
In keeping with the authenticity of
the movement, the documentary records Smith’s thoughts on his extended
struggle early on in his ministry, when
nothing he tried seemed to work.
“It wasn’t handed to him on a silver
platter,” Jurgen said. “He was struggling, so that inspires people not to
give up; to do what they feel they are
called to do and not give up on their
calling because we don’t know God’s
timing. It could happen to anybody.
It keeps us on the edge of our seat
waiting for God.”
By doing so, churches, Jurgen said,
need to avoid the temptation to try to
replicate Smith’s success as the formula
for how to do church.
“It’s nothing that Chuck did,” the
filmmaker said. “It’s just that God
did it all.”
Through Smith’s teaching and the
church’s outreach to the hippies and
the homeless, the outer trappings of
church tradition were challenged.
“It was turned to God’s looking at
your heart, who you are,” Stacey said.
“He’s not caring how you dress and if
you have a drum or a guitar. It’s just
about the music and the Word to Him.”
Jurgen said the couple is hopeful
the fruit of the movement will be emboldened by the film.
“It’s a great witnessing tool,” Jurgen
said. “It has a lot of wisdom on life.
It’s history. We can always learn from
history.”
For more information, visit www.
screensaversentertainment.com.

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.
Since 1961 Christian parents have
partnered with outstanding teachers
to provide excellent, God-honoring
education at Calvin Christian.
Explore the Calvin Christian
difference for your children.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Campus Visit Opportunities
■ Blaine K-8 campus
8966 Pierce St. NE, Blaine
Admissions Info Meeting, Feb. 7, 6:30pm
Can’t make it? Call to schedule a school-day visit

■ Edina K-8 campus
4015 Inglewood Ave. S., Edina
Call to schedule a campus visit any school day

■ Calvin Christian High School
755 73rd Ave. NE, Fridley
Call to schedule a visit or shadow day for your son or daughter

Chuck Smith, founding pastor of Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa, holds a baptism
service at the beach early in his ministry. The beachside baptisms are featured
in “What God Has Wrought,” a documentary about the Jesus Movement, which
flowed out of Smith’s Southern California ministry.
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AGREEMENT…
Continued from page 1
that today through a variety of
projects and initiatives, including Bethany College of Missions.
STEM will continue to focus on
publishing mission resources and
its online bookstore.
After the completion of the
licensing agreement, Bethany
International will now re-brand
its short-term mission teams as
Bethany Global Teams.
“A couple of years ago, Bethany
restated our mission as ‘taking the
church to where it is not,’” Brokke
said. “These places and people
groups are the most difficult to
reach. Bethany Global Teams is
not just about short-term teams; it
is about reaching lost people who
have not heard the gospel. There
are so many pioneering opportunities for teams to intercede,
do short-term, door-opening
missions and come along side
frontline workers to encourage,
take on projects and do breakthrough evangelism.”
The opportunities exist in a
variety of countries.

“The future of Bethany Global Teams is very bright, with new
opportunities for strategic impact among unreached people
groups in Asia, India, Africa,
Central Asia and the Middle
East,” said John Pederson, director of Mobilization for Bethany College of Missions and
Bethany Global Teams.
While the licensing agreement is
complete, both organizations are
excited about future possibilities
to reach the unreached.
“We are excited about the
hundreds of relationships God
has given and for the opportunity we have to serve the local
church and extend their mission goals,” Brokke said. “It is
our desire to stir up passion and
involvement in God’s mission
to reach the lost wherever they
may be found.”

For more information about
Bethany International and
Bethany Global Teams, visit www.
bethanyinternational.org and
www.bethanyteams.com. For
more information about STEM
International, visit www.stemintl.org.

A team of adults from the Twin Cities tries out the local transportation while serving an Unreached People Group on the
Ancient Silk Road in Asia.
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A corporate executive’s search for meaning leads to Haiti
World Wide Village
works on rebuilding
disaster-strewn country
By Scott Noble
SAINT
PAUL
—
Randy
Mortensen had pretty much accomplished everything in his professional life. The corporate executive—with backgrounds in finance
and energy—had made it to the top
of his field.
Yet something was missing.
Mortensen was turning 50 years
old and read the book “From Success to Significance” by Lloyd Reeb.
“His book really articulated many
of the questions I knew I needed to
ask, but I didn’t know how to even
internally ask myself,” Mortensen
said. “I was pretty comfortable in
the corporate world, but yet I just
had this overwhelming sense that
there had to be more to life. I had
accomplished pretty much all that
the culture says to accomplish: good
education, good job, big house in
Stillwater, country club membership … and yet I knew there had to
be more to life.”
Mortensen made a personal decision for Christ in 1992 after observing a business associate who
Mortensen said had “something I
don’t have.” Mortensen spent four
hours at the associate’s house one
afternoon as he explained the gospel to him. That meeting ultimately
changed him forever.
World Wide Village
In 2001, two of Mortensen’s business partners visited Haiti and came
back “emotionally charged” by what
they saw. They wanted to help out
in some way, so they started World
Wide Village (WWV) as a 501(c)3.
However, for the first several years,
they essentially did very little with
the nonprofit organization.
In the early 2000s, as Mortensen
was searching for significance in
his own life, the company where he
worked received an unsolicited offer to be purchased. The company
accepted the offer, and Mortensen
spent the next 11 months discerning God’s plan—especially in light

of his newfound conviction.
In November of 2005, Mortensen
and his wife went on staff with Campus Crusade for Christ. In January of the following year, he made
his first trip to Haiti “kicking and
screaming. I had no desire to ever
go to a developing country.”
For many years, his wife had
owned a travel agency that specialized in destination weddings and
high-end honeymoons in the Caribbean. The couple often wondered
if God would eventually call them
to the area.
“We weren’t thinking Haiti,”
Mortensen recalled. But “God had
a different plan.”
Prior to that first trip to Haiti,
Mortensen backed out once, telling
the organizer that he didn’t want to
go. However, the organizer called
Mortensen back the day before they
were to leave and told him that he
really needed him to go since two
other people had backed out.
“So I went,” he said. “And the
second and third days I was on
the ground in Haiti, I knew that’s
exactly what God had been preparing me for my entire life. It was that
clear.”
That’s when his former business
partners—the ones who had founded WWV—asked him to take over
the nonprofit. Mortensen had no
idea they had even started the organization.
Developing sustainability
Since that first trip to Haiti several years ago, Mortensen has visited
the country more than 100 times.
Fifty percent of his time is spent on
the ground in Haiti, where WWV
has now grown to 85 part-time and
full-time Haitian staff and nearly
1,000 kids in its Christian schools.
The organization’s goal is to
help break the cycle of chronic
dependency by providing community-based help and services.
WWV helps train Haitian pastors
and provides them with resources;
introduces clean water initiatives;

Where Words Are Transformed
“The Seven Dos and Don’ts of Writing
Queries” is now available for your
favorite e-reader at amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.
Writers at every level are looking for just the
right way to compose their queries. Whether
those queries are to a magazine, journal, book
publisher or newspaper, there are several key
tips that can help your article query move
to the top of the pile. This essential guide
to writing queries, written by an industry
professional, can give you the tips and strategies you need to get your query
noticed by an editor.

▲ Writing
▲ Editing
▲ Proofreading

World Wide Village often brings construction professionals from the U.S. to help train Haitians.

partners with local Haitian medical
personnel; creates economic development opportunities; introduces
improved construction standards;
provides education opportunities;
and helps develop sustainable agriculture practices.
One of WWV’s goals is to build
sustainability within Haitian communities. The organization has
stopped shipping in free supplies
and started supporting local economies as a way to equip Haitians to
rebuild their own country.
Concerning construction, WWV
has developed a model for building
permanent housing that is strong
enough to withstand the strong
storms that Haiti experiences.
The Ezekiel Model, which is
designed for a large family, costs
$7,600: One-third of the construction costs are submitted by the
owner through “sweat equity”; onethird is contributed by the WWV
Fund; and the final one-third is
repaid through a 10-year, eight percent APR mortgage.
“We figured that one dollar spent on
the ground in Haiti actually resonates
through the economy 5.3 times,” said
John Hagerman, marketing manager
for WWV. The construction of one of
these homes creates “27 jobs that are
working for us or that are contractors
or suppliers.”
When considering the families of
those working on the house, more
than 60 people are supported through
this local labor, Hagerman estimated.
The commitment to economic
sustainability is apparent through
WWV’s other initiatives, which focus on training Haitians and the
transfer of knowledge and experience instead of just on relief.
Mission trips
WWV uses mission trips to expose Americans to the realities of

Haiti and to create interest in supporting its initiatives. It has a guest
house that can accommodate approximately 25 people at a time,
but the average trip usually includes 11 or 12 people—and WWV
likes to make two trips a month.
The trips vary as to their intentions. A recent trip included a team
from Iowa that just sang with kids in
Haiti, while other trips include carpenters and construction workers
who help train and pass on knowledge to their Haitian counterparts.
The money used to pay for the
trips—$1,050.00—actually
employs the Haitians, according to
Mortensen.
As is often the case with mission
trips, those who travel to a foreign
land nearly always receive more
than they give.
“The Haitians don’t need us once
the knowledge is transferred, once
the skills are learned,” Mortensen
said. “But it’s important for God’s
spirit to just work on the hearts of
the Americans …”
“Americans are looking for two
things in their lives today: purpose
and community,” he continued.
“Once we get people out of their
comfort zone by taking them to a
developing country, it’s incredible
how their hearts are touched, their
spirits are broken, and people truly
realize how blessed they are to be
Americans, no matter how bleak
their life might be.”
Last year, Hagerman visited Haiti
with a group of inner city teens from
St. Paul, including a couple of kids who
didn’t have beds or transportation.
“If there was a check of some sort
missed, they would be on the street,”
he said. “They went down there and
were amazed at how much abundance
is in their life. It changed their whole
way of looking at the world.”
WWV is also promoting mission
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Randy Mortensen fits a hearing aid on a young boy as part of a Starkey Hearing
Foundation trip to Haiti.

trips for senior pastors, who only
need to pay for airfare to visit Haiti.
They leave on Monday and fly back
to the U.S. on Friday. The trips can
be life-changing not only for the
pastors but also for their congregations, who experience their senior
pastors’ newfound energy and passion for missions.
2010 earthquake
On January 12, 2010, a massive
earthquake shook Haiti and left
more than 300,000 people dead
and many more without homes.
Now, three years later, Mortensen
said, “We’re going back to where we
were in December of 2009.” Something he calls the “new normal.”
The country is still devastated, but
the disaster has helped WWV become more focused on what they
need to do.
“We’re more focused today than
we were before,” he said. “We’re
more laser-focused on education
today—that includes pastors’ education, children. We’re now K-12.
We’re training our teachers to be
better teachers.”
WWV has a goal to raise $2 million to build 450 homes. In reality,
however, the need is so much greater, according to Mortensen. The
country needs to build 200,000 single family units in order to solve its
needs. Less than one in five people
in Haiti have access to electricity.
The needs are so great, but
Mortensen is committed to equipping Haitians to rebuild their country.
A Haitian pastor once told
Mortensen: “Americans built America;
Haitians need to rebuild Haiti. Don’t
come thinking you need to rescue us.
Come to transfer knowledge, transfer
skills, transfer the experience because
we’re poorly trained.”
“Our goal is to empower the Haitian people,” Mortensen said. “We
want to restore the dignity of the
Haitian people. We want to eliminate chronic dependency and really restore them to the point where
they don’t need us.”
That goal is daily being carried out,
but it began when one man searched
for more than success in life and allowed God to show him where to find
meaning and purpose.
To find out more about World Wide
Village, including information about
joining one of its mission trips to
Haiti, visit www.worldwidevillage.org,
www.haveyouheard.tv or call (651)
777-6908.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 131030,
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

FEB 2 • SATURDAY

FEB 26 • TUESDAY

MAR 22-23 • FRI-SAT

Laugh For Life, Comedy Night featuring
Bill Arnold, Michael Pearce Donley & Bob
Stromberg. 7pm, Grace Church, 9301
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $10-12.
Hosted by New Life Family Services •
nlfs.org, 1-800-965-9324

Growing Through Loss, 4-week series.
Church of St. Peter, 1405 Hwy 13,
Mendota • (651) 452-8261

Acquire the Fire, “Relentless Pursuit,”
with Mike Guzzardo & more. University of
Minneapolis Mariucci Arena, Minneapolis
• acquirethefire.com, 1-888-909-3473

FEB 9 • SATURDAY
THRU JAN 6

JAN 13 • SUNDAY (cont.)

Triple Espresso. The Music Box Theatre,
1407 Nicollet Ave., Minneapolis • (612)
874-1100, tripleespresso.com

Christian Church, 4911 Hodgson Rd.,
Shoreview, $5-7 • (651) 486-6202,
hopemn.com/concert.htm

THRU JAN 13

JAN 14 • MONDAY

Christmas on the Ranch, A Cowboy Musical.
Plymouth Playhouse, 2705 Annapolis Lane
N, Plymouth, $26-38 • (763) 553-1600 x1

Bethel University Convocation, with Rev.
John Spaulding, “Witness Beyond Clichés:
Why Christian Need to Listen to Muslims.”
11am, Benson Great Hall, Bethel University,
St. Paul • (651) 638-6800

THRU JAN 16
Gospel Art Exhibit, “Hark! The Carols of
Christmas.” Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm,
The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater •
(651) 439-4882, agapearts.net

JAN 7 • MONDAY
Bethel University Convocation, with Lisa
Sharon Harper, “A Call to Transform Politics.” 11am, Benson Great Hall, Bethel
University, St. Paul • (651) 638-6800

JAN 8 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars,
“Understanding the Great Commission.”
12-1pm, Discipleship Training Institute,
6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis •
1-800-507-9516

Hope for Parents forum, with Jolene
Roehlkepartain. 7pm, Hope Lutheran
Church, 5728 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis,
free • (612) 827-2655, hopempls.org

JAN 15 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters Pastors’ Leadership Training, 7:30am-4pm • 1-800-507-9516,
Lamplightersusa.org
“ How to Navigate Secular Museums
Through Biblical Creationist Lens” with
Shyla Allard. 7:30pm, Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

JAN 16-19 • WED-SAT

Mission Challenge: Bible Translation,
with Josh & Ruthie Wagner. 6pm, World
Mission Prayer league, 232 Clifton Ave.,
Minneapolis • (612) 871-6843

Twin Cities Prophetic Conference, “Fresh
Fire for a New Season,” with Mahesh
Chavda, Craig Nelson, Patricia King &
more. 7pm, Redeeming Love Church,
2425 White Bear Ave., Maplewood,
$30-40 • (763) 241-8122

JAN 9 • WEDNESDAY

JAN 17 • THURSDAY

Lamplighters International Basic Training. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Annual Social
Event & Awards. TBD • macfm.org

JAN 19 • SATURDAY

JAN 9-11 • WED-FRI

“Spiritual Warfare & Prayer Ministry,”
community-wide workshop with Betsy
Lee. 9-11:30am, Calvar y Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley, $20 • (952) 942-9016

14th Annual Prophetic Prayer Conference. 7pm, Shower Blessing Church
International, 4016 E 32nd St., Minneapolis • (612) 729-8332

Journey to Financial Freedom Seminar
by Crown Financial Ministries. 9am-4pm,
Woodcrest Church, 525 Cliff Rd., Eagan
• (651) 681-9800

JAN 10 • THURSDAY

JAN 21 • MONDAY

Lamplighters International DTI Workshops, “Understanding the Great Commission”. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd.,
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

“Chaos or Community. Where do we go
from here?” Service honoring the life of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 6:30-8pm,
Calvary Baptist Church, 2608 Blaisdel
Ave., Minneapolis , free • (612) 872-7855

JAN 11 • FRIDAY

JAN 22 • TUESDAY

Relationship Tools for Family Success,
with Dr. Scott Turansky & Joanne
Miller. 6:30-9pm, Trinity Evangelical Free
Church, 10658 210th St. W, Lakeville,
$20 • 1-800-771-8334

2013 MCCL March for Life. 12pm, The State
Capital, St. Paul. Sponsored by Minnesota
Citizens Concerned for Life • mccl.org

Alpha Course. 6pm, Cedar Valley Church,
8600 Bloomington Ave. S, Bloomington
• (952) 883-1533

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
Recharge: A Conference for People Ministering to Children, Youth and Families.
9am-4:15pm, St. Andrew’s Church,
Mahtomedi, $32 • ministryrecharge.
com, (651) 484-9400

JAN 12-16 • SAT-WED
Revival Fire Outpouring meeting with Tom
Scarrela. 7pm, Resurrection Life Church,
16397 Glory Lane, den Prairie, free •
(952) 934-5433

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with
Tim Sparks & Phil Heywood. 6pm, Hope

JAN 26 • SATURDAY
Christian Married Women Enrichment
Group. 11am-12:30pm, Joyce Lester
Ministries, 245 N Ruth St., St. Paul,
$10 • (612) 203-7603

JAN 27-FEB 2 • SUN-SAT
Feed Haiti 2012. Calvar y Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (763) 231-2988, calvary.org/
feedhaiti

FEB 1-2 • FRI-SAT
The Art of Thinking Brilliantly, Equipping
Conference with Graham Cooke. North
Heights Lutheran Church, 1700 Hwy
96 W, Arden Hills, $50 • (651) 4901517 x13

Home School Science Fair. Northwestern
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville •
tccsa.tc
“Releasing the Power of the Spirit in Your
Life,” community-wide workshop with
Betsy Lee. 9-11:30am, Calvary Lutheran
Church, 7520 Golden Valley Rd., Golden
Valley • (952) 942-9016

FEB 10-20, 2013
The Gospel According to St. Mark, An Encore Tour of Israel, with Tom Stolz • (952)
474-0903, goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 12 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars,
“Definition of a True Disciple.” 12-1pm,
Discipleship Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516
Lamplighters International Advanced
Basic Training. 6:30-8:30pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata
Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

MAR 8-10 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember
Marriage Getaway. Marriott City Center
Hotel, 30 S 7th St., Minneapolis • (952)
856-7390, weekendtoremember.com

MAR 12 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Webinars,
“Principles of New testament Disciple
Making.” 12-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

MAR 22-24 • FRI-SUN
FamilyLife Weekend to Remember Marriage Getaway. DoubleTree Hotel, 150 S
Broadway, Rochester • (952) 856-7390,
weekendtoremember.com

APR 4-7 • THU-SUN
All Things New Women’s Event/Retreat.
Timber Bay, Onamia • (763) 370-0517,
atnalive.com

APR 12 • FRIDAY
Gaither Vocal Band, with Bill Gaither,
Michael English, Mark Lowr y, Wes
Hampton, David Phelps. 8pm, Orpheum
Theatre, Minneapolis • 1-800-982-2787

MAR 16 • SATURDAY

APR 14 • SUNDAY

The Booth Brothers in Concert. 6pm,
Cedar Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington
Ave. S, Bloomington, $15-25 • (612)
281-2849

Chris Tomlin with Louie Giglio & Kari
Jobe, “Burning Lights Tour.” 7pm, Target
Center, 600 1st Ave. N, Minneapolis •
christomlin.com

MAR 19 • TUESDAY

JUL 17-20 • WED-SAT

“Mysteries Written in Rock” with Bruce
Malone. 7:30pm, Northwestern College,
3003 N Snelling, Roseville • tccsa.tc

Sonshine Festival, with TobyMac, Lecrae,
Skillet & Family Force 5. Willmar Civic
Center, Willmar • sonshinefestival.com

Lamplighters International Basic Training. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training
Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516

FEB 15 • FRIDAY
Lamplighters International DTI Workshops, “Principles of New Testament
Disciple-making”. 11:45am-1pm, Discipleship Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata
Blvd., Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship
monthly social. 6:30pm, Faith Presbyterian
Church, Minnetonka • (612) 866-8970

FEB 16 • SATURDAY
Covenant D’Vine, Theatrical Performance
& Conference. 10:45am-2pm, Hilton
Garden Inn, 6350 Vinewood Ln., Maple
Grove, $16.50 • (763) 238-7743
Jolt of Laughter 4 Performance, with
Daren Streblow. 7pm, Galilee Baptist
Church, 10101 Lexington Ave. N, Circle
Pines, $15 • (763) 784-1760

FEB 17 • SUNDAY
Sunday Evening Concert Series, with
Dan Newton’s Café Accordion Orchestra. 6pm, Hope Christian Church, 4911
Hodgson Rd., Shoreview, $5-7 • (651)
486-6202, hopemn.com/concert.htm

FEB 19 • TUESDAY
Lamplighters International Pastor’s Training Seminar. 7:30am-4pm, Discipleship
Training Institute, 6301 Wayzata Blvd.,
Minneapolis • 1-800-507-9516
“The Age of the Universe” with Greg
Volk.. 7:30pm, Totino Fine Arts Center,
Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling,
Roseville • tccsa.tc

FEB 21 • THURSDAY

Discipleship
Training Institute
Upcoming Workshops & Webinars
Webinars (all 12:00 – 1:00 pm):
Jan 8
Feb 12
Mar 12
Apr 9
May 7
Jun 4

Understanding the Great Commission
Deﬁnition of a True Disciple
Principles of New Testament Disciple Making
Intentional Discipleship – Deﬁnition and Distinctions
The Intentional Discipleship Training & Development Process
Preparing an Intentional Discipleship Bible Study

“Day on the Hill” event. 8:30am-3:30pm,
RiverCentre, 7th & Kellogg Ave., St. Paul,
$30-45 • jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill

Basic Training (all 11:45 am – 1:00 pm):

MACFM Monthly Meeting, Web Training &
Concrete Care. Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Church, Plymouth • macfm.org

Advanced Basic Training (6:30 – 8:30 pm): Feb 12

Robbinsdale Women’s Center Annual
Fundraising Dinner Celebrating 20 years.
7pm, Earle Brown Heritage Center, Robbinsdale • (763) 531-9554, rwcinfo.org
Bonhoeffer Tour, with Eric Metaxas. 7pm,
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 720 13th Ave.
S, Minneapolis, $10-29 • gotothehub.com

FEB 23 • SATURDAY
• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

A Woman’s Journey to the Holy Land,
with Kris Causton • (952) 474-0903,
goldeneagletravelgroup.com

FEB 13 • WEDNESDAY

FEB 22 • FRIDAY

MORE EVENTS online now at

FEB 28-MAR 30

Christian Married Women Enrichment
Group. 11am-12:30pm, Joyce Lester
Ministries, 245 N Ruth St., St. Paul,
$10 • (612) 203-7603

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778,
christiancruises.com

Jan 9, Feb 13, Mar 13, Apr 10, May 8, Jun 5

DTI Workshops (all 11:45 am – 1:00 pm):
Jan 10
Feb 15
Mar 14
Apr 11
May 9
Jun 6

Understanding the Great Commission
Principles of New Testament Disciple-making
Introduction to Intentional Discipleship
Solving Small Group Problems
The Leader as Trainer
How to Start an Intentional Discipleship Bible Study

Special Events
Feb 19 Pastors’ Training Seminar (7:30 am – 4:00 pm)
Apr 25-28 Men’s Wilderness Adventure
Jun 3 Annual Golf Invitational (12:30 – 7:30 pm)

To register and for more information
go to www.eventbrite.com/org/2014331303
Questions call Marilyn at 1-800-507-9516
Email – marilynw@LamplightersUSA.org
A Ministry of Lamplighters International

WWW,AMPLIGHTERS53!ORG s WWW$ISCIPLE53!ORG
New website going live Jan. 10

12 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • January 2013

Court reverses decision
by city of Duluth that
banned religious
activities at park
DULUTH — The Alliance
Defending Freedom (ADF) announced last month that a federal
court ruled that the city of Duluth
“violated a court order when it reinstated a First Amendment ban”
at the Bentleyville Tour of Lights
event.
The city told several people who
were handing out religious literature and speaking with passers-by
that they could only do so in a designated area. A court ruled in favor
of those handing out literature, but
the city—citing a changed relationship with event organizers—reinstated the designated zone.
Upon the city’s decision, ADF
filed an emergency motion to uphold the court’s decision.

www.christianexaminer.com

“The government cannot ban the
First Amendment in a public park
just because event officials don’t
like the message that a person is
sharing,” said Alliance Defending
Freedom Legal Counsel Jonathan
Scruggs, via a press statement. “The
court has done the right thing in
enforcing what the original order
sought to protect: the constitutionally protected freedom of citizens
to engage in non-disruptive speech
in a public place.”

Theatrical ministry
presentation coming to
Maple Grove
MAPLE GROVE — Covenant
D’Vine, a theatrical and ministration presentation, is coming to the
Hilton Garden Inn in Maple Grove
on Saturday, Feb. 16 from 10:45
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The conference aims to restore

ATTORNEYS

COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.

#HRISTIAN 2ECOVERY #OUNSELING
A C  NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Attorneys
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

#HURCH AND .ON 0ROFIT #ORPS
"USINESS  #OMMERCIAL
%MPLOYMENT ,AW
%STATES
7ILLS 0ROBATE 4RUSTS
&AMILY ,AW
0ERSONAL )NJURY
2EAL %STATE

(763) 560-5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
 7EDGWOOD 2OAD 3UITE 
-APLE 'ROVE -. 

COUNSELING
Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP
Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling
Most insurances accepted
Chanhassen s 2OSEVILLE
#HASKA s -APLE 'ROVE

(952) 974-3999

Helping clients find hope, healing and freedom from
the impact of physical, sexual and emotional abuse.
No one is turned away due to the inability to pay.
7E ALSO ACCEPT MANY INSURANCE PLANS

(763) 566-0088
WWWCHRISTIANRECOVERYCENTERORG
2OCKFORD

'/,$%. 6!,,%9

3T 0AUL

GUTTER INSTALLATION
-INNESOTA ,EAmESS 'UTTERS
3EAMLESS 'UTTERS
2OOFING s 3IDING s 7INDOWS
Hassle-free Estimates
WWWMNLEAFLESSGUTTERSCOM
4IM (ANSON

(612) 221-0362

www.northlandcounseling.us

Bachmann & Associates
Professional Christian Counselors
Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults
)NDIVIDUAL &AMILY  -ARRIAGE #OUNSELING
-OST INSURANCES !CCEPTED
,IFE #OACHING 3ERVICES

East Metro (651) 379-0444
South Metro (952) 892-8495
www.bachmanncounseling.com

JANITORIAL
HodgesCleaning@gmail.com
s
s
s
s
s

*ANITORIAL
,ABOR 3ERVICE
#ONSTRUCTION #LEAN UP
(IGH $USTING
7INDOW #LEANING

(651) 587-9461

Let Jan Markell assist you through her program

“Understanding the Times”
Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 12 noon

Saturday 9 a.m.
Replay Sunday 8 a.m.

AM 980 KKMS

AM 1280 The Patriot

Jan Markell’s program will help you understand the times, contend
for the faith, and be a watchman on the wall! It presents the
“inconvenient truth” and is biblically correct, not politically correct.

For more information or to order Jan’s free
newsletter, “Understanding the Times,”
call 763-559-4444

www.olivetreeviews.org

villageschoolsofthebible.org, email
contact@villageschoolsofthebible.
org or call (952) 540-9460.

and “return women back to their
first love, Jesus Christ.” The event is
sponsored by Women Encouraging
Each Other.
The event charge is $16.50.
To register, visit www.covenantdvinefeb2013.eventbrite.com or www.
felizmorris.org.

Convocation series
at Bethel University

Prophetic conference
coming to Twin Cities
MAPLEWOOD — Miracles in
the Marketplace, along with The
Elijah List and Identity Network,
is sponsoring the Twin Cities Prophetic Conference: Fresh Fire for
a New Season from Jan. 16 – 19 at
Redeeming Love Church in Maplewood.
Speakers include Mahesh Chavda, James Goll, Patricia King, Craig
Nelson, André Ashby and several
others.
According to an announcement
from the sponsors, “In light of the
increased level of healing miracles
that we are currently experiencing,
we believe that a heavenly shift is
taking place and that 2013 will be a
year of increased anointing, revelation, breakthrough and miracles.”
For additional information or
to register, visit www.miraclesinthemarketplace.org.

Graham Cooke to speak
on ‘thinking brilliantly’
ARDEN HILLS — North Heights
Lutheran Church will host “The Art
of Thinking Brilliantly” equipping
conference Feb. 1 – 2 with Graham
Cooke.
Organizers said: “The mind is
both a battleground and a key to
transformation. Seeing God in His
majesty and splendor is crucial to
Kingdom life.”
Early bird registration is $50.
Walk-up registration is welcome.
For more information or to register, visit www.lutheranrenewal.org
or call (651) 490-1517 ext. 13.

Calendar honors fallen
Minnesota soldiers
FORT SNELLING — The 2013
Minnesota Fallen Heroes Remembered calendar is now available for
purchase.
Each month includes the story
of a Minnesota soldier who was
killed while engaged in the Global
War on Terrorism. Organizers say
the calendar will continue to be
published until every fallen soldier
from Minnesota has been honored.
For more information about the
calendar, visit www.militaryheroesfoundation.org.

Northwestern College
professor wins choral
director of the year
award
SAINT PAUL — Dr. Mary Kay
Geston was named 2012 Choral
Director of the Year by the American Choral Directors Association
in November. Geston, an associate
professor at Northwestern College,
spent the past year as a visiting professor of choral music at the University of Colorado, Boulder.
“Minnesota is renowned as ‘choral country’ and has a national
and international reputation for
excellence in choral music, so to
receive the Choral Director of the
Year award from my professional
colleagues in the American Choral
Director’s Association of Minnesota
is deeply humbling,” said Geston,
via a media release. “My joy comes
from using and developing the

Dr. Mary Kay Geston was named 2012
Choral Director of the Year by the
American Choral Directors Association.

gifts I’ve been given to help those
around me embrace music as a gift
from God while using and developing their own gifts. I love what I
do!”
Now back in Minnesota at Northwestern College (NWC), Geston
will conduct the 75-voice Women’s
Choral and the Chamber Singers,
as well as continue her teaching
load.
“Dr. Mary Kay Geston is the most
qualified person I can think of to
deserve this distinguished award,”
said alumna Natalie Cromwell ‘10
in a recommendation as part of the
release. “She demonstrates nothing
but an overwhelming support of
her students, not just in Northwestern’s vocal department, but also in
the music department as a whole.”
For more information about
NWC, visit www.nwc.edu.

Single parent group to
host pastor, speaker
PLYMOUTH — The Single Parent Christian Fellowship will hold
its monthly social on Friday, Feb.
15 at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka. This
month’s event will include a potluck and a talk by Heather Flies,
junior high pastor at Wooddale
Church and a speaker. Books will
be available to purchase.
Those who attend are encouraged to bring a dish to share.
The group also hosts a weekly
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for
more information on the group,
the monthly potluck or its volleyball locations, call (612) 866-8970
or its hotline at (651) 649-4525.

Organization to offer
cover-to-cover Bible
studies
MINNETONKA
—
Village
Schools of the Bible will offer 12week cover-to-cover Bible studies
at various locations across the Twin
Cities starting in January. Term 1,
“Old Testament Law and History,”
will be offered at Berean Baptist
Church in Burnsville, First Free
Church in Maplewood, Edinbrook
Church in Brooklyn Park and Five
Oaks Evangelical Free Church in
Woodbury. This term focuses on
the history of the nation of Israel
from creation until the time of Jesus.
Term 2, “Old Testament Poetry
and Prophecy,” will be held at Woodridge Church in Medina, Hillside Church in Bloomington and
Camp Shamineau in Motley also
beginning in January. This term
will focus on the poets and prophets God used in ancient times.
Registration is $90 per person or
$150 per couple per term.
For more information, visit www.

SAINT PAUL — Bethel University will host a Convocation series
this month. The theme of the series
is “Convicted Civility” in society.
Lisa Sharon Harper will speak
on Monday, Jan. 7 at 11:00 a.m. in
Benson Great Hall on “A Call to
Transform Politics.” Harper is the
director of Mobilizing for “Sojourners Magazine” and author of “Evangelical Does Not Equal Republican
… or Democrat.”
On Monday, Jan. 14, the Rev. John
Spaulding will speak on “Witness Beyond Clichés: Why Christians Need to
Listen to Muslims.” Spaulding is the
director of the Christians Meeting
Muslims ministry and a former missionary pastor in Senegal.
The lectures are followed by
lunch and a question and answer
session in the Eastlund Room.
For more information or to register to ensure a meal, email m-graber@bethel.edu or call (651) 6386800 three days prior to each event.

Group announces
annual ‘Day on the
Hill’ event
SAINT PAUL — The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)
recently announced its annual “Day
on the Hill” event for Thursday,
Feb. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Regarding the event: “Participants are briefed on portions of
the JRLC agenda that are being
debated and voted on at our state
Capitol. Clergy and lay people from
across the state attend ‘Day on the
Hill’ to show our interfaith commitment to social justice and to participate in the lawmaking process,” according to the group’s website.
Registration is required.
For more information including
registration, visit www.jrlc.org/dayon-the-hill.

Women’s center to hold
fundraising dinner
BROOKLYN CENTER — The
Robbinsdale Women’s Center, a
pregnancy resource medical clinic,
will host its annual fundraising dinner on Thursday, Feb. 21 at 7:00
p.m. at the Earle Brown Heritage
Center. The dinner will celebrate
20 years of life-saving ministry.
This year, attendees will hear “firsthand, captivating accounts of women
and young families that found hope and
practical help they needed to choose
life for their children,” according to an
announcement from the group.
Guest speaker will be Michael
Homula, executive director of ICU
Mobile.
For more information or to register, visit www.rwcinfo.org or call
(763) 531-9554.

Triple Espresso guys to
showcase new material
EDEN PRAIRIE — Bill Arnold,
Michael Pearce Donley and Bob
Stromberg—the original creators
of Triple Espresso—will showcase
new material at the Laugh for Life
comedy night on Saturday, Feb. 2 at
7:00 p.m. at Grace Church in Eden
Prairie. The event is sponsored by
New Life Family Services.
Tickets are $12 for individuals
and $10 for groups of 10 or more.
For more information including
registration, visit www.nlfs.org or
call (800) 965-9324.
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Thrivent Financial to
commit millions of
dollars to help build
houses
MINNEAPOLIS — Habitat for
Humanity recently announced that
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
committed $6.8 million dollars in
2013 to help it build more than 100
homes. The groups have formed a
partnership called Thrivent Builds
with Habitat for Humanity.
To date, Thrivent and its members have contributed nearly $200
million and more than three million volunteer hours.
“This partnership reflects our
commitment, as a membership
organization, to building stronger
communities,” said Brad Hewitt,
president and CEO of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans, via a media release. “This support helps to
make a difference not only in the
lives of people who need safe, affordable housing but also in the
lives of our member volunteers who
have been inspired to help people
in need.”
The partnership has witnessed
nearly 3,000 new homes built in the
U.S. and around the world.
“We are deeply grateful for Thrivent Financial’s partnership and
steadfast commitment to decent,
affordable housing around the
world,” said Jonathan Reckford,
CEO of Habitat for Humanity International, via the release. “Working
together since 2005 through the
Thrivent Builds programs, Habitat
and Thrivent have engaged volun-

teers to help thousands of families
improve their homes and the communities in which they live.”
For more information on the
partnership, visit www.thriventbuilds.com or www.habitat.org.

Minnesota Family
Council launches new
marriage initiative
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Family Council and Institute
recently announced that they are
launching a new initiative called
“Rediscover Marriage.”
The new effort will partner with
churches in order “to promote a
God-centered vision of marriage
among their members and in their
communities,” according to an announcement from the group, and
“engage the culture to influence
public opinion toward a pro-marriage consensus.”
For more information about the
initiative, visit www.mfc.org.

Conference aims to
help recharge ministry,
volunteers
MAHTOMEDI — St. Andrew’s
Church in Mahtomedi will host
“Recharge: A Conference for People Ministering to Children, Youth
and Families” on Saturday, Jan. 12.
The conference will include two
main sessions and more than 20
workshops.
Dr. Kara Powell, executive director of the FullerYouth Institute will
give a main session talk on “Sticky

Churches: How You Can Change
Your Church Culture,” and Tiger
McLuen, executive director of
Youth Leadership, will talk on “Imperfect People Impacting Lives.”
Workshop topics include “Inclusive Worship and Children,” “Heartdeep Teaching for Children” and
“How to Recruit and Keep Effective
Volunteers,” among several others.
The all-day event will begin at
9:00 a.m. and end with a closing
prayer at 4:15 p.m.
Registration starts at $32 per person.
For more information on “Recharge,” visit www.ministryrecharge.
com or call (651) 484-9400.

Annual March for Life
scheduled for Jan. 22
SAINT PAUL — The annual
March for Life, sponsored by Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
(MCCL) will take place on Tuesday,
Jan. 22 at noon at the state Capitol.
The event is held on the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision that
legalized abortion in the U.S. This
year will mark the 40th anniversary.
According to MCCL, some 55
million children have been aborted
since the Roe vs. Wade decision 40
years ago, including nearly 580,000
in Minnesota.
A short program will commence
at 12:30 p.m., including brief
speeches from local and national
lawmakers. Silent No More will host
an event in the Capitol Rotunda after the program.
For additional information about
the March for Life, visit www.mccl.org.

Luther Seminary president resigns
Christian Examiner staff report
SAINT PAUL — Luther Seminary in St. Paul announced last
month that the Rev. Dr. Richard
Bliese, who had served as president
of the school since 2005, had resigned. Luther Seminary is one of
eight seminaries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA).
The Rev. Jim Lindus, who serves
as Board Chair of Luther Seminary,
said Bliese’s resignation came at a
time when the seminary is dealing
with financial challenges.
“While we continue to function
at a high level, we are facing a difficult combination of challenges, not
unlike those faced by many other
institutions of higher education,”
said Lindus, via a media release.

“These challenges include deferred
maintenance charges related to aging buildings, the costs of delivering a wide variety of educational
programs and a nationwide drop in
the number of students attending
seminaries.”
The seminary, which has an enrollment of slightly more than 800
students, offers Master’s degrees,
Ph.D.’s and Doctor of Ministry degrees. Last year, the school graduated nearly 150 students.
“We are thankful for all Rick has
done during his years at Luther
Seminary,” Lindus continued. “His
compelling vision, unwavering
commitment to Luther Seminary’s
mission and aggressive strategic
plan have helped the seminary
maintain a healthy enrollment of
students, a stellar faculty and strong

financial support from loyal and
dedicated donors.”
The school announced in midDecember that Richard J. Foss was
named interim president of the
seminary. He has been at the school
since 2008 as director of Contextual Learning. Previous to his time
at Luther, Foss served as bishop for
the Eastern North Dakota Synod of
the ELCA.
“We are so fortunate to have
found such a strong leader who
already understands and believes in the mission of Luther
Seminary,” said Lindus, via a
release. “While we considered
many candidates from around
the country, Rick was clearly the
right choice.”
Foss took over the role of interim
president on Jan. 1.

Best-selling author Eric Metaxas to visit Minneapolis
Speaking tour to
focus on author’s
‘Bonhoeffer’ book
Christian Examiner staff report
MINNEAPOLIS — Eric Metaxas, who succeeded Chuck Colson
as the voice of the daily radio
broadcast “BreakPoint,” will make
a stop in the Twin Cities on Friday,
Feb. 22 as part of the nationwide
tour for his “New York Times”
best-seller “Bonhoeffer: Pastor,
Martyr, Prophet, Spy.” In addition
to being a best-seller, the book
has also garnered several prominent awards, including “Book of
the Year” from the Evangelical
Christian Publishers Association
(ECPA) and the John C. Pollock
Award for Biography from Beeson
Divinity School.
“Bonhoeffer” tells the story of
one man’s faith and how he fought

against the Nazi regime during
the 1930s and early 1940s.
“It brings the reader face to face
with a man determined to do the
will of God radically, courageously
and joyfully—even to the point of
death,” according to a description
of the book. “‘Bonhoeffer’ is the
story of a life framed by a passion
for truth and a commitment to
justice on behalf of those who
face implacable evil.”
Last February, Metaxas was
the keynote speaker for the 2012
National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C., an event attended by
President Barack Obama and the
first lady. As part of his speech,
he gave a copy of “Bonhoeffer”
to the president and asked him
to read it.
Metaxas formerly worked as
a writer for Colson’s popular
“BreakPoint” radio series. Upon
Colson’s death last April, Metaxas
was named co-host of the broad-

cast. He frequently appears on
nationwide radio and television
programs.
His previous books include
“Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign
to End Slavery,” “Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About
God (but were afraid to ask)” and
the children’s book “It’s Time to
Sleep, My Love.”
The event will take place at
Bethlehem Baptist Church at
720 13th Avenue South in Minneapolis from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. General admission tickets
are $19. Student tickets are $10.
General admission tickets that
include a signed copy of Metaxas’
upcoming book “7 Men” and the
opportunity to meet the author
are $29 or $20 for students.
For more information about the
event, including tickets, visit www.
gotothehub.com/liveevents/bonhoeffertour or call (800) 965-9324.

Marie Sandvik Center
Bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the God’s
love to the inner city of Minneapolis since 1940
For 73 years, Marie Sandvik Center has been a place for the troubled,
broken and needy people of South Minneapolis to go to ﬁnd God’s
love and have physical needs met. With Christian programs year
round for adults and children, Marie Sandvik Center continues to be a
lighthouse of God’s love.
ADULT MINISTRIES: Bible study
with Evening Chapel and Supper programs following held every
Sunday, Tuesday and Friday night. A Ladies ministry meeting
happens Thursday afternoons at 1pm. Clothing is distributed and a
meal is served after every adult meeting. Fridays at 3pm various Christian videos are shown.
Tuesdays, 5pm Set Free Christian 12-Step program is held. The second Tuesday of every
month at 6pm, our Big Dinner attracts around 250 people. During the summer, Big Dinners
are out-doors. August is when we host our annual Jesus Jubilee - outdoor picnic!
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY is year-round. During the school year, every Saturday girls
and boys in grades K-8 attend Kids Club. Thursday nights is small group time. Salvation,
Christian discipleship and a good meal is the aim. Summertime
is full of fun and ministry! Monday through Friday for 8 weeks
we conduct a ‘VBS’ style kids club with a meal and other fun
activities.
YOUTH MINISTRY: Generation 2 Generation is our newest ministry to our previous
attenders in 9th -12th grades who are serious about being well-equipped to live the Christian
life in the 21st century.
HOLIDAYS are special times. Thanksgiving and Resurrection
Sunday we serve a holiday meal to about 500 adults and
children. Christmas Eve brings hundreds of adults and children to
hear a Christmas, Gospel message and receive a shoebox of gifts and food bag.
DONATIONS of clean clothing, used household goods, quilts, blankets and clothing are
accepted. Small gifts suitable for shoebox Christmas gifts are accepted year round. Donated
furniture is delivered to families or individuals in need. Financial donations are gratefully
accepted via mail and online as well.

— Contact us for more information —
È£Ó®ÊnÇäÈ£ÇÊÊÊÊUÊÊÊÊÃVJÕÃv>Þ°iÌ
>ÀiÊ->`ÛÊ iÌiÀ]Ê*"Ê "8ÊxnÎÈÓ]Êi>«Ã]Ê Êxx{xnÎÈÓ

www.MarieSandvikCenter.org
Marie Sandvik Center is a 501(c)(3) religious corporation and receives no government
funds, so we are able to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to all we can reach.
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Federal appeals court sides with two religious colleges
opposing HHS abortion-contraceptive mandate
By Tom Strode
BP News
WASHINGTON — A federal appeals court has delivered an important victory to religious nonprofit
organizations that oppose the
Obama administration’s abortion/
contraception mandate.
In the first ruling on the mandate
at the appellate level, the District of
Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals
ordered the federal government
Dec. 18 to keep its promise to issue
a new rule to protect the religious
liberty of two colleges and other religious nonprofits. The three-judge
panel told the Obama administration to report back every 60 days on
its commitment to publish a notice
of a proposed rule by March 31 and
to issue a final rule before August.
The D.C. Circuit Court also said it
expected the administration to fulfill
its pledge not to enforce the current
rule against Wheaton College, an evangelical Christian school in suburban

Chicago, and Belmont Abbey College,
a Roman Catholic institution in North
Carolina, as well as other religious
nonprofits.
“We take the government at its
word and will hold it to it,” the panel said in its three-page order.
The appeals court issued the order in response to lawsuits by Wheaton and Belmont Abbey against a
rule by the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) that
mandates employers provide workers with health insurance covering
contraceptives and abortion-causing drugs. The rule is part of the
implementation of the 2010 health
care reform law, which has been
dubbed Obamacare.
The
abortion/contraception
mandate went into effect Aug. 1 of
this year, but the Obama administration established a one-year “safe
harbor” from that date intended to
accommodate the concerns of nonprofit religious entities. Neither the
“safe harbor” nor the D.C. Circuit

Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Employment Opportunities
MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol Program for teens
and adults. Our program is designed to help individuals permanently recover from drug
and alcohol abuse and the life controlling problems associated with it.

Program Staff
Assertive men and women needed to supervise, provide leadership to, and develop
mentoring relationships with clients in our residential program. A good driving record is
required. Looking for ON-CALL employees - for both Long Term and Short Term/Men &
Women's Programs. FT & PT openings in the Long Term Men's Program.

RN
Nurse needed to review program applications & perform assessments, assist with intake
process, and consult with clients on their medical needs and medications. Some health
teaching required, as well as computer proficiency. Minimum 5 years of nursing experience. FT, competitive salary + benefits.

Court’s order applies to for-profit
companies with owners opposed to
the mandate.
Religious freedom advocates
praised the court’s order.
Richard Land of the Southern
Baptist Convention called it “a tremendous day for religious freedom
and freedom of conscience,” adding he was “extremely pleased but
not surprised” at the court’s action.
“It shows clearly that when the
federal government oversteps
its bounds and denies the First
Amendment free exercise and freedom of conscience rights of Americans that those citizens can successfully appeal to the federal court
system to be the protector of those
divinely endowed and constitutionally guaranteed rights,” said Land,
president of the Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission which signed
onto a friend-of-the-court brief on
behalf of Wheaton and Belmont
Abbey.
Kyle Duncan, general counsel
of the Becket Fund for Religious
Liberty, said the court “has now
made it clear that government
promises and press conferences
are not enough to protect religious
freedom. The court is not going to

let the government slide by on nonbinding promises to fix the problem down the road.”
The D.C. Circuit Court’s order
came only four days after Duncan
and government lawyers presented
oral arguments before the panel
of judges. During the arguments,
the Obama administration lawyers
promised the judges the government would not enforce the current rule against religious nonprofits and would provide a new rule to
guard their religious freedom.
Wheaton and Belmont Abbey
appealed to the D.C. Circuit Court
after federal judges dismissed their
lawsuits separately, partly because
they ruled neither school had
standing to sue. The appeals court,
however, ruled the schools had
standing. The three-judge panel
also decided not to return the cases
to the federal judges for further action but to hold them until a new
rule is issued.
In addition to the challenges by the
two colleges, 40 other lawsuits have
been filed against the HHS for a rule
that requires employer coverage of
drugs defined by the Food and Drug
Administration as contraceptives, even
if they can cause abortions. Among

such drugs are Plan B and other
“morning-after” pills that can prevent
implantation of tiny embryos and
“ella” which — in a fashion similar to
the abortion drug RU 486 — can even
act after implantation to end the life
of the child.
While the religious exemption
to the rule provided by HHS covers
churches, it is insufficient to protect religious hospitals, schools and
social service ministries, as well as
some churches, critics have pointed
out.
Four Baptist schools — Louisiana
College, Houston Baptist University, East Texas Baptist University and
Criswell College – are among the
institutions or businesses that have
filed lawsuits against the mandate.
Among others suing the federal
government are Hobby Lobby,
Christian publisher Tyndale House,
Colorado Christian University, Geneva College, Priests for Life and
the EWTN Catholic television and
radio network.
The ERLC joined 10 other evangelical organizations in a brief filed
by Christian Legal Society in support of the appeals by Wheaton and
Belmont Abbey on religious liberty
grounds.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

Cozy one bedroom apartment. Near shopping,
YMCA and light rail, bus, security bldg. in Hiawatha
Lake area. $650 per month. (612) 242-8167.

Christian Alcohol & Drug Counselor Needed: Christian outreach housing project needs a part-time &
full-time licensed alcohol and drug counselor for
this Christian faith based Outpatient program. If you
are interested, please call Jim at (651) 387-8393.

Plumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured
28 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house.
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

BOOKS
Giant discount Christian book sale! www.jesuspeopleinfo.org.

Duluth Center Director
Experienced individual needed to provide leadership and oversight of all operations &
programs at the Northland Campus. Responsibilities include promotion of program
services, financial & budgetary oversight, facility/client program compliance and staff
supervision. Requirements include 4 yr degree or equivalent work experience in an
administrative/personnel position with supervisory experience. Excellent presentation
and communication skills needed. FT, competitive salary + benefits.

For complete up-to-date job, internship and volunteer
opportunities, visit www.mntc.org
Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more information
by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our
website at www.mntc.org and clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

EDUCATION

ROOMS FOR RENT

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

FLAGS

Brooklyn Center, furnished. Male roommate. $425/
month. Utilities paid, cable. (763) 531-2601.

Barnhouse Exteriors LLC. Specializing in roofing/
siding/gutters! GAF certified installers, licensed and
fully insured. We handle all insurance claims! Call
(763) 493-5851 or visit barnhouseexteriors.com.
Becci’s House Cleaning. Residential, business,
construction (new homes). Cleaning weekly, monthly,
biweekly. Must have own vacuum. Have references.
Serving Twin Cities Metro Area. Call for estimate,
(612) 968-7641.

VACATION/RETREAT
RENTALS

Near Albertville mall. Single Christian female.
$400. Call Lisa, (763) 232-6816.

Quality flags for sale. U.S., International and church
flags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service.
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678.

Mature Christian female to rent comfortable warm
apartment in private home. Washer/dryer. Near
shops, bus. Lake Harriet. $500/month, includes
utilities. Call (952) 270-1293.

FOR SALE-FURNITURE
New Queen pillow-top set. In plastic! $150. Must
sell! Sheila (763) 360-3829.

engage your faith

The Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Christian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins,
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fishing.
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564,
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Christian Examiner Classiﬁed Advertising Form
Cost: 1-10 Words
$6.00 (minimum);
Add .25/word each
additional word

impact your cultur e

Tree of Life Therapeutic Massage seeking a deep
tissue massage therapist, part-time with potential
full-time. Send resume to deannl@tolmassage.com
or fax to (763) 476-0404.

Deadline:
18th of prior month
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IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

Relevant news and information to help impact your world for
Christ. For a subscription please fill out and mail or fax. $19.95
for a 1 year subscription, 12 issues.

Run my ad:

❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑

Name
Address

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City

City _________________________________________ State _______ Zip _______________

Please classify under:

Minnesota Christian Examiner • P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❏ Charge My Credit Card/Debit
We accept: Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover
Credit Card # ________________________________________________________________

Credit card orders may be faxed to 1.888.305.4947

Phone
State

Mail to: Christian Examiner Classiﬁeds, P.O. Box 131030, St. Paul, MN 55113

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Zip

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed
6)3! s -!34%2#!2$ s $)3#/6%2 s !-%2)#!. %802%33

Credit Card #
Exp. Date

Exp. Date ____________________________ Signature______________________________

Total $
MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED
(*AND BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _____________

❏ Check/M.O. Enclosed

months

Signature

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.
It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Check all the editions in which you would
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad
multiplied by the number of editions.)
Minnesota
California
❑ Mpls./St. Paul
❑ San Diego Co.
On-line
❑ Inland Empire
❑ Internet
❑ Orange Co.
❑ Los Angeles Co.
[If you checked Internet above AND if you would
like a “hotlink” to your email address or web
address, check here ❑ and add $5 per month to
your total cost.]
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Pastor pens book about getting rid of pharisaical nature of faith
Light-hearted
book takes on
serious issues
By Scott Noble
“Pharisectomy: How to Joyfully
Remove Your Inner Pharisee and
Other Religiously Transmitted
Diseases,” by Peter Haas,
Influence Resources, Springfield,
Missouri, © 2012, 148 pages,
$12.99
Many years ago, Peter Haas was a
rave DJ. He didn’t know Christ, but
he “graduated” from church when
he left home. Growing up, most
people around him viewed church
attendance as “fire insurance.”
One night while he was in the DJ
booth, he looked down upon the
throngs of people at the club: “I noticed everyone was drunk, stoned
or aimless.”
He felt “overwhelmed with sadness” and found himself praying:
“God, whoever you are … whatever
you are … if you were powerful
enough to create the world, then
you should be powerful enough to
reveal yourself to me. Show me the
right religion, and I’ll follow you.
Give me a sign.”
Instead of a dramatic sign from
the heavens, Haas was approached
by a total stranger in a hallway as he
walked out of the club. Thinking
the man wanted to sell him drugs
and because of the loud music,
Haas didn’t hear much of what the
guy first said.
But his next statement, as Haas
recalled in his book “Pharisectomy:
How to Joyfully Remove Your Inner Pharisee and Other Religiously
Transmitted Diseases,” rattled him
deeply.
The stranger said, “Jesus wants
you to follow Him!” Asking the
stranger to repeat what he said, he
replied: “Jesus has a plan for your
life, and He wants you to follow
Him. If you follow Him, He’ll give
you a buzz like you’ve never experienced before.”
Realizing that God “might” have
actually heard his prayer, Haas
asked the stranger, “Tell me what
I’m supposed to do!”
Haas prayed “this old-fashioned
repentance prayer” with the stranger, and the next day attended
church with him “with my grunge
hair and Nine Inch Nails T-shirt.”
Years later, Haas is now pastor
of the one of youngest and fastest growing mega-churches in the
country. According to the latest
“CityView Report,” Substance attracts some 2,400 people to its
Fridley campus. The church also
meets at several locations around
the Twin Cities—Spring Lake Park,
Roseville and Northwestern Col-

Peter Haas pastors Substance, a
fast-growing church with multiple
campuses around the Twin Cities.

lege—and is known for its commitment to reaching young people.
That commitment to young people is one reason why Substance—
and Haas—has received much national attention.
Haas writes: “Believe it or not,
over 70 percent of the thousands
who show up [at Substance] are
under thirty, and few of them have
ever been a part of a church before.
Indeed, our fastest-growing campus is in a county where less than
5.1 percent of the population goes
to any evangelical or charismatic
church of any kind” (emphasis in
the original).
The church’s young audience
and its modern approach to reaching them have caused some to criticize Substance’s approach to ministry. However, supporters argue that
a more traditional mindset most
likely would not work when trying
to draw young people who have
no church experience or who even
have a built-up resistance to anything associated with church.
“Pharisectomy: How to Joyfully
Remove Your Inner Pharisee and
Other Religiously Transmitted Diseases” is written with those young
people in mind—those who like
Haas did many years ago, “are starting a strange new journey into the
jungles of Western Christianity. And
like me, they will encounter all sorts
of misguided approaches to God.
Thus, I want to be the fun-loving
tour guide who points out religious
diseases before they contract one.”
“Pharisectomy” is written in a

light-hearted manner but doesn’t
stray from some of the more challenging issues of the faith. Haas
uses a lot of personal stories from
his life and ministry to demonstrate
key points and approaches. More
than anything, the reader will get
an inside look into how the pastor of a large, urban congregation
thinks and acts.
At the end of each chapter, Haas
includes sections on Key Ideas and
Discussion Questions, which make
the book ideal for small group use.
While the subtitle of the book is
“How to Joyfully Remove Your Inner Pharisee and Other Religiously
Transmitted Diseases,” Haas spends
little time criticizing those he disagrees with and those who generally practice the “diseases” he sees
in the church. That actually makes
the book a better and easier read.
When dealing with these “diseases,”
such as legalism, Haas uses examples
from his own life and challenges readers to go deeper in their faith.

Haas writes: “For the Christian, the
Bible isn’t a list of requirements but a
list of results after experiencing God’s
love. Righteousness is not the reward
of living rightly. It’s the unmerited
gift that, once understood, irresistibly
results in right living.”
Young people looking for spiri-

tual answers and young people
new to the faith will find “Pharisectomy” most appealing. Since Haas
has been there, he understands the
questions and the journey from unbelief to belief.
Even though he deals with important
and necessary topics, Haas’ writing
style is inviting and will easily draw in
readers. At times he gets off track, and
the topics covered seem to stray from
the book’s main mission. Nevertheless,
there is enough “substance” to make
up for those lapses.
“Pharisectomy” is a good gift idea
for young people who are starting
their faith journey or who are beginning to ask the questions that
hopefully will lead them to faith in
Christ.

To purchase “Pharisectomy:
How to Joyfully Remove Your Inner
Pharisee and Other Religiously
Transmitted Diseases,” visit LifeWay
Christian Stores or go online.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights
Providing comprehensive legal services.
Listen Sun 8-10am

Pastor Ed would like to preach at your
church. One Sunday, or many Sundays.
Call (763) 742-3142
or email: pastoredbrady@msn.com

www.edbradyradio.com
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Adoptions
Business Law
Collections
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Law
Custody
Divorce
Estate Planning
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Family Law
Mediation
Nonproﬁt Organizations
Personal Injury
Probate
Real Estate
Trusts
Wills

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com
6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311
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