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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Number of 
abortions in the state at record 
lows, the closing of the abor-
tion clinic at Regions Hospital 
and the continued move of 
more people to the pro-life po-
sition. These and a host of oth-
er factors give Minnesota’s pro-
life leaders encouragement for 
the movement and its future.

Two of the state’s most well-
known and effective pro-life 
groups — Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL) 
and Pro-Life Action Ministries 
(PLAM) — have played key roles 

in advancing pro-life legislation 
and providing prayer support for 
the pro-life movement.

While the two groups take 
different approaches in their 
work—MCCL working more on 
the legislative side and PLAM 
focusing on activism and prayer—
both groups’ leaders are encour-
aged by the events of the past year 
and hopeful about the future of 
the movement.

Regions Hospital
In late November, Regions 

Hospital announced that it 
would no longer perform abor-
tions inside its facility, begin-

ning Dec. 9. The hospital had 
come under continued criti-
cism from pro-life groups for 
its unwillingness to cease its 
abortion services.

Brian Gibson, executive di-
rector of PLAM, said Regions 
was the only hospital in the 
state that had its own abortion 
clinic inside its facility.

Gibson and PLAM had spent 
many years outside Regions 
Hospital, providing prayer and 
vigil for the end to its abortion 
services.

“It was God who did it,” Gib-

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — With double 
majors in economics and theology, 
it’s not diffi cult to envision Paul 
Larsen wrestling with the idea of 
investing or spending money in a 
way that honors his faith. Through-
out his career, the fi nancial advisor 
worked for small and large invest-
ment fi rms and eventually became 
an independent investment advi-
sor.

However, about 15 years ago, 
Larsen began to develop what he 
calls “a more holistic theology of 
things like money and commerce 
and vocation.”

“I had been a little frustrated 
that much of what’s derived in the 
church’s teaching about money is 
‘don’t run up your credit cards and 
give some money to church,’” he 
said. “I actually got involved in my 
practice in helping people be more 

spiritually responsible in their in-
vesting.”  

That new conviction led to what 
Larsen refers to as “socially or spiri-
tually responsible investing,” the 
idea of not profi ting from things 
that are harmful and investing in 
things that ultimately help people.

Ukraine
Larsen got a chance to test the 

notion of spiritually responsible 
investing on a large scale in 2004 
when a friend introduced him to 
a possible project in Ukraine. The 
country is blessed with lots of ar-
able land, but according to Larsen, 
Ukraine has struggled since the 
end of the Soviet Union, trying to 
develop new and successful ways of 
farming.

A group of American farmers was 
renting land and starting to grow Matters of Life

State’s pro-life leaders refl ect on positive year

Pro-life supporters gathered Dec. 9 outside Regions Hospital to celebrate the closing of its abortion clinic. 

See PRO-LIFE, page 6

Triple effect
Initiative aims to create 
food security model

Jes Tarp (far right) and offi cials from a village where Aslan Global Management 
helped install a well.

See LARSEN, page 8

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — With the front-
loaded nature of this presidential 
election year’s primary and cau-
cus schedule, Republican voters 
in several key states will determine 
the leading GOP candidates by 
Groundhog Day. Voters in Iowa, 
New Hampshire, Florida and South 
Carolina will have the opportunity 
to narrow down the Republican 
presidential fi eld to two or three 
potential nominees before a major-
ity of primary voters get a chance to 
cast their ballots.

Evangelicals who support Presi-
dent Barack Obama will watch the 
unfolding drama with interest as 
the potential Republican candi-

dates focus their attention on each 
other in anticipation of the general 
election.

In addition to the typical issues 
voters wrestle with when determin-
ing where their vote should be cast, 
evangelicals who plan to vote in the 
Republican prima-
ries and caucuses 
are faced with 
several more chal-
lenges this year.

Mormonism
As Mitt Romney 

has emerged as a 
leading candidate, 
some have begun 
to question wheth-
er, as Christians, 

they can vote for someone who is a 
practicing Mormon. 

A recent survey from the Pew 
Research Center found that white 
evangelical Protestants—a power-
ful minority voting bloc within the 
GOP—“are more inclined than the 
public as a whole to view Mormon-

ism as a non-Christian 
faith.” Those who 
hold this view tend 
to be less likely to 
support Romney 
in the primaries 
and caucuses, 
thus making his 
path to the Repub-
lican nomination a 
bit more unclear.

Dr. Kent Kaiser, 

assistant professor of Communi-
cation at Northwestern College 
agrees that Romney may face an 
uphill battle in the primaries partly 
because of his Mormon faith.

“We have experience from four 
years ago that suggests Mormonism is 
a problem for Romney in the prima-
ries,” Kaiser said. “You might remem-
ber as we were going through the 
caucuses and primaries, Romney was 
overwhelmingly winning in the north-
ern tier of states, like Minnesota, the 
Dakotas, Montana and so on. Then 
once they got down into the South… 
all of the sudden [Mike] Huckabee 
was winning. Because Romney and 
Huckabee sort of split some of these 

Some evangelicals in Republican presidential 
primaries face personal, religious dilemmas

See PRIMARIES, page 2

a
s 
h
-

y
a
,

n 
-

public as a whole
ism a

f

p
l
b

 page 7

Community
Major child evangelism 
summer event planned 
for Twin Cities
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Christian Examiner staff report

SANTA ANA, Calif. — While the 
crowded GOP fi eld for U.S. president 
wrangles over major national issues 
such as the economy, taxes and tra-
ditional values that are important to 
Christian conservatives, one evangeli-
cal ministry is hoping to expand the 
topics to include religious freedom.

In addition to the Republicans, 
Open Doors USA is also planning to 
target Democrats, Libertarians and 
Independents with its 2012 Presidential 
Pledge for Religious Freedom.

The document encourages every 
presidential candidate to advocate 
for persecuted Christians and peo-
ple of all faiths worldwide, includ-
ing those living in America. The 
document, unveiled in late Novem-
ber, was produced in partnership 
with professor Tom Farr of George-
town University, an international 
Religious Freedom expert.

“Religious freedom is in global 
crisis,” Farr said. “In the United 
States, religious associations are at 
risk of being forced either to aban-
don their core beliefs—for exam-

ple, on the sanctity of human life—
or cease operation. Internationally, 
70 percent of the world’s popula-
tion lives in countries in which reli-
gious freedom is severely restricted. 

“Tens of millions of human be-
ings are subject to violent perse-
cution because of their beliefs or 
those of their tormentors. Whoever 
wins the presidency in 2012 should 
make religious freedom, at home 
and abroad, a high priority.” 

In recent years, numerous Cath-
olic hospitals have either closed or 
dropped their religious affi liation 
because of laws forcing them to 
perform abortions. Also, numer-
ous faith-based adoption or foster 
care ministries have closed because 
of laws forcing them to accept gay 
couples. 

“Religious freedom is founda-
tional to American society and a 
key indicator of prosperity in most 
societies worldwide,” said Lindsay 
Vessey, advocacy director for Open 
Doors USA.

As a result, Open Doors is also solicit-
ing signatures from the public, show-
ing their support of the presidential 

pledge. Open Doors offi cials said they 
will approach candidates, informing 
them how many Americans have signed 
the petition. 

“Candidates need to hear from 
American voters that this is an impor-
tant issue,” Vessey said. “We’re asking 
all freedom-loving Americans to sign 
the petition. This petition indicates that 
you would like your presidential can-
didate to sign the Presidential Pledge 
for Religious Freedom.” 

Wide support
At press time former Senator 

Rick Santorum was the only candi-
date to sign the pledge. According 
to Open Doors, a candidate’s signa-
ture indicates that they are commit-
ted to upholding religious freedom 
for people of all faiths in America, 
nominating U.S. federal judges 
who are committed to upholding 
religious freedom as defi ned in the 
pledge and prioritizing religious 
freedom concerns in U.S. foreign 
policy. 

The presidential pledge has been 
endorsed by more than 30 organiza-
tions, institutions and individuals, 

including the National Hispanic 
Christian Leadership Conference, 
Catholic League for Religious and Civil 
Rights, China Aid Association, Jubilee 
Campaign, the International Institute 
for Religious Freedom of the World 
Evangelical Alliance and the Universal 
Peace Federation USA. 

Individual endorsers include The 
Honorable Ernest Istook, former 
U.S. congressman and a distinguished 
fellow at The Heritage Foundation; 
Dr. Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission; 
Stuart W. Epperson, chairman of the 
board for Salem Communications 
Corporation; Michael Cromartie, vice 
president of Ethics and Public Policy 
Center; and Dr. Paul Marshall, senior 
fellow, Center for Religious Freedom 
at Hudson Institute. 

Educational tool
Land, the SBC leader, said with-

out U.S. intervention “the plight 
of millions of people around the 
world whose right (is) to freely ex-
press their faith will not improve.”

“As the pledge indicates, reli-

gious freedom should be an inte-
gral part of the foreign policy of any 
U.S. presidential administration,” 
he said. “It is more than duplicitous 
for us as Americans to enjoy this 
freedom for ourselves but to not ac-
tively advocate it for all people.

“Freedom denied to anyone to-
day could be freedom denied to 
everyone tomorrow.”

Open Doors USA, which does 
not endorse or support specifi c 
candidates, said the presidential 
pledge is an education tool for 
voters and was developed to raise 
awareness of the estimated 100 mil-
lion Christians worldwide who suf-
fer interrogation, arrest and even 
death for their faith in Christ, with 
millions more facing discrimina-
tion and alienation. 

On Jan. 4, the organization plans 
to release its 2012 World Watch List 
of 50 countries that are the worst 
persecutors of Christians around 
the globe. The annual list a major 
project of the ministry.

For more information, visit www.
pledgeforreligiousfreedom.com.

Presidential candidates urged to sign pledge for religious freedom

states, then somehow or another 
[John] McCain was able to rise up.” 

Carl Nelson, president and CEO 
of Transform Minnesota (formerly 
the Greater Minnesota Association 
of Evangelicals) believes evangelicals 
have a history of viewing Mormonism 
with skepticism.

“There is kind of a long tradition 
and history on the part of evangeli-
cals having suspicion of Mormons,” 
he said. “I think that’s got to be a 
large part of the reason why among 
evangelical primary voters, [Romney 
is] not getting support.”

However, Kaiser believes the situa-
tion in 2012 will be somewhat differ-
ent than in 2008, since none of the 
GOP frontrunners are tied closely 
with the evangelical movement as was 
Huckabee four years ago. 

While Michele Bachmann has gar-
nered some evangelical support, she 
has not managed to stay among the 
top tier of candidates in polling.

Romney might face another hurdle 
if he does become the GOP nominee: 
trying to win evangelical voters in the 
generation election.

In 2008, of the roughly 26 percent 
of the electorate who call themselves 
evangelicals—according to “Christi-
anity Today”—McCain received 74 
percent of their vote, while Obama 
received 25 percent. 

Obama’s ability to gain more evan-
gelical voters in 2008 than in previous 
election cycles for a Democrat may 
pose a vexing problem for Romney 
if many traditional evangelical voters 
view his faith with suspicion.

Nelson believes that where voters 
place the importance of faith on their 
list of priorities will play a role in the 
election.

“There are a lot of evangelical vot-
ers who already support Obama,” he 
said. “So for evangelical voters who 
place a person’s faith as a high prior-
ity and look at two prospective can-
didates—Obama who is a Christian 
versus Romney who is Mormon—if 
a person’s faith is a high priority for 
them, they’re going to more likely 
vote for Obama.”

Personal history
During the past several weeks, for-

mer House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
has risen to the top in some Repub-
lican polls, placing him with Romney 
among the leading candidates for the 
nomination. 

Gingrich’s well-publicized per-
sonal history has caused some to 
wonder if he can garner the need-
ed support among evangelical GOP 
voters to attain the nomination.

Nelson believes Gingrich’s back-
ground could be of concern to 
some evangelicals.

“I think any evangelical who 
places a high value on a person’s 
character and considering Newt 
Gingrich would have to have some 
concerns,” he said. “As evangelicals, 
we place a high priority on mar-
riage and family and faithfulness in 
marriage, and that has been a great 
downfall of Newt Gingrich.”

Yet Kaiser believes some people 
will overlook Gingrich’s history be-
cause of his outspoken nature.

“He’s got so much personal bag-
gage; I just don’t even know what 
one could do with it,” Kaiser said. “I 
think that there are probably going 
to be activists who really overlook 
Newt’s shortcomings, because they 
want somebody who is going to be 
more of a fi rebrand.”

Faith and policies
In the end, evangelical voters—

whether Democrat, Republican or 
other—will determine what candi-
date’s policies agree most with their 
values, the priority of a candidate’s 
faith in their voting decision and how 
each candidate has lived out the val-
ues he or she has promoted.

Nelson believes a balance needs to 
be struck when determining which 
candidate to support.

“I think there has to be a balance 
of considering a candidate’s faith and 
their policies,” he said. “Obviously, we 
are electing a leader of the country, 
and one of the qualifi cations for lead-
ership is to understand the person’s 
faith and beliefs and maybe even be-
yond that, to understand how impor-
tant those are to a candidate and how 
they make critical decisions based 
upon their belief set.”

Kaiser thinks voters should look 
at how a person’s faith impacts their 
policy decisions.

“I think the faith speaks to the poli-
cies,” Kaiser said. “So then one has 
to look at, for example, Mormonism 
and say ‘What are the tenets of Mor-
monism that track with evangelical 
Christianity?’ Honestly, if you look 
good on that path, they track pretty 
closely. I think people can reconcile 
that by saying, ‘You know the basis of 
their religion is wrong but the tenets 
of the religion and what it leads to is 
right; they have the values.’”       

PRIMARIES…
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WHAT NEEDS FIXING?

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — With more than 
30 states currently constitution-
ally restricting marriage to between 
one man and one woman, Minne-
sota will become the next state to 
enter the marriage debate. The 
state’s voters will consider the ques-
tion of whether to constitutionally 
limit marriage to between one man 
and one woman this November 
when they vote on the state’s mar-
riage amendment.

Minnesota currently has the leg-
islatively passed Defense of Mar-
riage Act (DOMA) on the books, 
which was passed in 1997. However, 
lawmakers last year voted to put the 
issue before the voters. Traditional 
marriage supporters hope a con-
stitutional protection, such as the 
marriage amendment, will further 
prevent lawsuits aimed at striking 
down the state’s DOMA.

Various polls conducted over the 
last several months indicate that 
the vote will be close, those who 
support the marriage amendment 
regularly enjoying small leads.

However, the next 10 months will 
be witness to millions of dollars in 
advertising and lobbying by those 
on both sides of the issue. 

The Catholic Church in Minne-
sota has already indicated its sup-
port of the marriage amendment 
and will use its resources to assist its 
passage. Evangelical churches and 
their leaders are just beginning to 
make their positions known on the 

issue.
Dave Glesne, senior pastor of Re-

deemer Lutheran Church in Frid-
ley, believes traditional marriage is 
a foundation for civil society.

“I think there are few matters of 
such fundamental importance for 
the health and well being of Ameri-
can society than natural marriage, 
and so I think I’m desirous that my 
voice be a part of that public de-
bate,” he said. “That for the good of 
society … we try to make sure that 
marriage is between one man and 
one woman ….”

Steve Goold, senior pastor at New 
Hope Evangelical Free Church in 
New Hope, sees traditional mar-
riage as one of two seminal issues 
in the state.

“This is one of two seminal issues 
for us as a state culturally, sociologi-
cally, politically, spiritually,” he said. 
“The other issue would be, from my 
perspective, the sanctity of human 
life. This simply is one that goes way 
past politics, I believe, to the very 
core of our nation spiritually and 
sociologically.”

With the state’s Catholic Church 
already in full gear in its support 
for traditional marriage, support-
ers of the marriage amendment 
will need evangelical church goers 
to become involved for the amend-
ment to pass.

Goold praised the Catholic 
community in Minnesota for its 
early and strong voice “on the 
matter of preserving marriage be-
tween one man and one woman” 

Pastors speak out in support of marriage amendment
They see evangelicals 
becoming more involved

and sees evangelicals becoming 
mobilized.

“I believe the evangelical arm of 
the church will become equally mo-
bilized and equally passionate,” he 
said. “But the structure of the mes-
sage fl owing systemically from per-
son to person is different than the 
structure of the message fl owing 
out of a central voice, which is one 
of the approaches we have through 
the Catholic community. There-
fore, the early mobilization of the 
Catholic community is both highly 
appreciated and understood and 
the later mobilization of the evan-
gelical community will be equally 
important and vital; and yes, I be-
lieve that it will come … as a sweep-
ing force across the state.”

While evangelicals have come 
under criticism in the past for be-
ing too involved in politics, some 
argue that preserving traditional 
marriage defi nitions in the state—
and nation—goes well beyond poli-
tics.

“I don’t see natural marriage at 
its root a political issue nor a matter 

of human rights nor even distinctly 
a Christian religious thing,” Glesne 
said. “It’s a human institution that 
has always been the bedrock of civil 
society and to experiment with that 
I think is pretty dubious.”

In addition, some have argued 
that as Christians, they’re called to 
proclaim the gospel and live out 
their faith and that becoming in-
volved in an issue such as the mar-
riage amendment doesn’t fi t within 
this.

Goold disagrees, saying “that the 
impact of the Gospel—the full im-
pact of the Gospel, the message of 
Jesus Christ—demands that we live 
out the tenets of New Testament 
Christianity, not just proclaim the 
message of salvation.”

Both pastors foresee preaching 
about the issue from the pulpit this 
year, Glesne saying he has done so 
in the past “and would perhaps be 
very intentional especially next year 
coming toward the election.”

Goold also believes pastors 
should encourage their congrega-
tions to prayer regarding the issue.

“I believe every pastor who takes 
this issue seriously should expose 
what God has said very clearly in 
His Word, what I call the ‘Design-
er’s Manual on Marriage,’ and that 
not only should it be preached with 
compassion and authority, there 
should be additional points of edu-
cation to the people of God relative 
to the practical impacts of marriage 
between one man and one woman 
as opposed to same-sex marriage,” 
Goold said. “Additionally, pastors 
should be beseeching and facilitat-
ing prayer movement among their 
people; and yes, aggressively en-
couraging their congregations to 
vote yes on this amendment com-
ing next year.”

While the issue of traditional 
marriage and same-sex marriage 
can often become heated, Goold 
said “it’s not about hate or opposi-
tion to a people group. It’s about 
debate, and it is about compassion, 
but it’s about unswerving commit-
ment to principles from the Scrip-
ture that are overriding in terms of 
their infl uence ….” 
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Should Minnesotans approve 
the marriage amendment?

It is with nearly celebratory fer-
vor that the “Minnesota Christian 
Examiner” reported the results of 
a recent Minnesota for Marriage 
survey (“Minnesota for Marriage 
says survey shows strong support for 
marriage amendment,” Dec. 2011). 
The survey shows support for the 
upcoming marriage amendment 
that will appear on [this] year’s bal-
lot.

I don’t think it is wise counsel 
to pursue this amendment. Con-
sider the pitfalls of the following 
description: marriage is an insti-
tution ordained and blessed by 
God, thus making it a religious
institution. Further, various church-
es and church bodies teach various 
things about those to whom this in-

stitution is open for participation.
But what happens when govern-

ment shows up and dictates what 
is and is not marriage? Does this 
constitute the government dictat-
ing what is and is not approved 
doctrine for a church or church 
body? By interfering with God’s in-
stitution, does government seize for 
itself authority that belongs to God 
and indeed set itself up to be God? 
If government can impose some-
thing Christians approve of today, 
is the precedent now set for them 
to impose something less palatable 
to Christians in the future?

The answer to these questions is 
a loud, resounding “yes.” With that 
in mind, is it wise to support such 
efforts where government can dic-
tate these things? Maybe we should 
divorce government from marriage 

and return the latter institution to 
God, the Church and the people.

Matthew Rothchild
Robbinsdale, Minn.

Should Christians 
occupy Wall Street?

Allow me to make a few comments on 
the [op-ed] article “Christians should 
occupy Wall Street” (Zach Psick, Dec. 
2011). 

History itself has shown—even 
though it is not without faults—the 
free enterprise capital market economy 
produces the most wealth in any nation. 
Russia debunked that approach and 
for 70 years tried a total government-
controlled economy. It ended in 
failure. The Communist government 
of China is using the free enterprise 
approach to produce wealth, while at 
the same time holding on to a dictato-

rial government. 
Many other nations have tried some 

form of Marxist government economy 
and have given up on it. Some like 
Cuba are holding on but experience 
shared poverty.

The Tea Party movement sprung up 
because of the way the government was 
getting the nation deeper and deeper 
into a sink hole of strangling debt, 
while at the same time restricting free 
enterprise wealth creation through the 
private sector. 

Mr. Psick tells us that we must change 
the system but does not have a clear cut 
plan what to put in its place. A good 
way to help the needy is to provide jobs. 
And the best way to provide jobs is to 
let the free enterprise business sector 
create them without unduly restricting 
their operations.

What is often overlooked is the great 

benefi t wealthy people are to society at 
large and in meeting specifi c needs. 
Bill Gates is a good example of this. 
Christians are told to help the poor and 
needy, and they are in the forefront of 
society in doing this worldwide.

Our primary calling is to bring 
people out of the darkness of a life 
without Jesus Christ, the Savior of 
the world. Christianity always raises 
the level of well being of any soci-
ety when it is practiced according 
to God’s Word and in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

Much of the trouble of our na-
tion is caused by decisions of our 
courts and policies of our govern-
ment. Nationally, our greatest need 
is to become a nation “under God” 
again!

Peter Wiering
Minneapolis, Minn.

As we enter the new year and ap-
proach the annual March for Life—
which is on the anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade—my thoughts regularly land 
upon those who daily endeavor to give 
a voice to those without one.

There are thousands of Minnesotans 
who work professionally and on a vol-
unteer basis to make their voices known 
regarding abortion. Some work for 
large organizations that do lobbying, 
while others work in small ministries 
where they offer help—and hope—to 
women who are considering abortion.

And still others regularly pray and 
offer fi nancial support to those who 
are the public face of the pro-life 
movement. 

Regardless of their work, it’s often 
discouraging, spiritually and emotion-
ally draining and physically exhausting. 
It’s a thankless job, yet those who are 
called to serve the voiceless do so in 
spite of all that.

While I was interviewing Scott Fisch-
bach, executive director of Minnesota 
Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL), 
for the article on the front page, I 
asked him what gives him motivation 
to do what he does day in and day out.

He recounted a story about a couple 
from St. Cloud who was considering 

abortion. They were driving one day 
and noticed a billboard, which caused 
them to seek out counseling regarding 
their unborn child. The couple eventu-
ally got into the state’s Positive Alterna-
tives program, which is a state-funded 
program that helps women consider 
alternatives to abortion. 

The couple decided against having 
an abortion after getting into the pro-
gram and soon became the parents of 
a boy. The couple also began to make 
better choices and got their lives back 
in order.

Fischbach said he got to hold the 
couple’s baby and see fi rsthand the 
reason for what he does—and others 

in the pro-life movement.
There are countless other stories of 

pro-life groups and individuals helping 
people choose life and then witnessing 
that life fi rsthand. Stories of women 
who received counseling and then 
turned their lives around. Stories of 
men and women coming to faith in 
Christ after an encounter—or two 
or three—with someone at a pro-life 
ministry. Stories of people who fi nd 
the help they so desperately need at 
one of these ministries, oftentimes it’s 
fi nancial, spiritual or has to do with 
basic necessities. 

The stories are remarkable and give 
evidence as to how we can help pass on 

the life Christ has given us to others.
Scripture is replete with stories of 

those without a voice, the “least of 
these,” the disenfranchised. The Minor 
Prophets speak directly to this issue. 

And Jesus’ ministry at times seemed 
to be exclusively focused on this people 
group. For the healthy—the powerful, 
those with status and comfort—were 
not the ones who needed the Physician. 
Or so they thought.

That’s what I think of each year 
when the March for Life and Roe 

v. Wade anniversary arrive. For the 
unborn are the ultimate example 
of those without a voice. They fi t 
precisely with what our society cur-
rently describes as “the disenfran-
chised.” They are not a powerful 
lobby, do not have the resources to 
infl uence anyone and go unseen by 
nearly everyone around them.

Yet those called to pro-life min-
istry daily endeavor to provide that 
voice—and they are doing a won-
derful job.

The news on the pro-life front in 
Minnesota—and somewhat nation-
ally—is good. Abortions in the state 
are at record lows, the abortion clinic 
at Regions Hospital recently closed and 
polls continue to indicate that more 
Americans are moving to a pro-life 
philosophy. 

If you get a chance, thank someone 
this month who works in the pro-life 
movement—for their care, interest 
and passion in giving a voice to those 
without one.

Be sure to check us out on 
Facebook and Twitter for breaking 
news, giveaways, concert tickets 
and other news of interest to Min-
nesota Christians.   

The least of these

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: Scott Noble

Sam Helgerson

As a leader, I frequently fi nd myself 
saying something like, “I really wish I 
didn’t know that.” It really is one of the 
curses of leadership, and I do not use 
that term lightly. For whatever reason, 
information often comes my way, and 
I have learned to ask myself why God 
brought this to my attention.

A few weeks ago, I was out and about 
in the metro area, and when my morn-
ing meetings were done, I decided 
to take time for a late lunch. I found 
myself in a quiet restaurant and just 
after I sat down, a group of business-
men came in and were seated directly 
behind me. I kept dutifully working 
on my computer. Before long, I heard 
a name that I recognized. These men 
were talking about someone I knew! My 
ears perked up to see what they might 
have to say about this fellow.

The person they were speaking of 
had, for years, presented himself as 
a Christian businessman, and I had 
originally met him several years ago 
at an event where he was the keynote 
speaker. He spoke with great passion 
about how his faith in Jesus Christ was 
the motivating factor behind his work 
and of how it made him more effec-

tive in business and opened doors for 
ministry.  

I saw him as a role model, at a time 
when I really needed that kind of infl u-
ence in my life.

As I listened to the conversation as 
it unfolded behind me, I grew increas-
ingly certain that they were talking 
about the fellow I knew—there were 
simply too many commonalities and 
points of connection for it to have 
been another person with the same 
name. They spoke of their experience 
with this person and a trail of broken 
agreements, unpaid bills and personal 

betrayals.
One of the people at the table came 

to this fellow’s defense: “But I heard he 
was a great guy!” Another responded, 
“Well, not to me, he wasn’t,” and 
then went on to share some specifi c 
examples. 

That might have been one of the 
most heartbreaking meals that I have 
ever had.

Several years ago, I remember one 
of my mentors telling me “don’t com-
promise your witness for Christ by the 
way you live.” He went on to explain 
that people were always watching and 
the more you talk about Christ, the 
more they watch your life for a reason 
not to believe. 

I’m afraid we don’t talk about that 
enough these days.

The Christian faith must be fully 
integrated into our lives, or it becomes 
meaningless. God recognizes no sepa-
ration between the sacred and secular. 
I have used this observation before, 
but as Peter Drucker noted, there is 
no such thing as business ethics—ac-
tions are either ethical or they are 
not. There must be no special category 
of business behavior that allows us to 
get away with things that we would not 
otherwise allow.

I’ve wondered over the past few 
weeks if we haven’t underestimated 
the importance of earning the trust 
of those who are not in the church. 

Unless we demonstrate uncompro-
mised integrity, they have no reason to 
believe what we say about Jesus Christ. 
When the Apostle Paul wrote about the 
character of church leaders, he said, 
“Moreover, he must be well thought 
of by outsiders, so that he may not fall 
into disgrace, into a snare of the devil” 
(1 Timothy 3:7, ESV).

It is tempting to think through all 
of the likely subjects of that overheard 
discussion and play a little game of “CSI: 
Business Lunch,” try to put the clues 
together and build a list of suspects. 
Let me encourage you not to do that. 
Instead, take a prayerful, personal 
inventory and stand with the apostles 
and ask that most diffi cult question: 
“Is it I?” (Matthew 26:22). 

I’ve had to do that several times over 
the past few weeks: While I am saved by 
grace, may I never bring shame upon 
my Lord and Redeemer.

Sam Helgerson, PhD, is the pro-
gram director for the Master’s pro-
gram in Organizational Leadership 
and the assistant dean of Business 
and Leadership Programs at Bethel 
University.

Who are you, really? Integrity matters
The Christian faith must be 

fully integrated into our lives, 

or it becomes meaningless. 

For the unborn are the 

ultimate example of 

those without a voice.
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This is one of those very few 
times when everybody—believ-
ers and non-believers alike—are 
going to be doing the exact same 
thing at the exact same time: 
Leaving one place and going into 
another. Of course I am talking 
about leaving 2011 and entering 
2012.

What are you planning on leav-
ing behind as you enter the new 
year? What are some of the things 
you need to leave behind? As we 
leave 2011, let’s decide to leave 
behind anything in our lives that 
keeps us from fully focusing on 
the Lord. 

Being a Christian means to al-
ways be going forward. Have you 
ever noticed how we always talk 
about our “walk?” We talk about 
our “walk” in life, our “walk of 
faith” and our “walk with the 
Lord.” 

By its very nature, walking 
means moving forward. And as 
we move forward, we are always 
doing two things: We leave one 
place and go into another.

As we leave, let us leave behind 

those parts of ourselves that do 
us no good. Here are two sugges-
tions as to what you might choose 
to leave behind.

Leave your worries behind.
Worries are very much like 

rocking chairs. They give you 
something to do, but they never 
take you anywhere while you’re 
doing it. Matthew 6:27 says, “And 
who of you by being worried can 
add a single hour to his life?” 

Worry has never changed any-
thing, except maybe the quality 
of the worrier’s health. Why waste 
time doing something that only 

hurts us and never helps us?
Leave your failures behind.
We may not have achieved what 

we originally set out to achieve, 
but we haven’t failed. The only 
time you really fail is when you 
don’t try to do anything! We 
need to understand that God has 
called us to have faith long before 
He ever called us to achieve. We 
are called to be in Christ, and as 
long as we are in Him, we are suc-
cessful.

The ancient Israelites never 
seemed to get it right. They would 
all turn toward God and worship 
Him, and everything in their lives 
would drastically improve. But 
after a couple of hundred years, 
the next generation would turn 
their backs on Him again and see 
doom visit them and their nation. 
But we are told that God will turn 
our failure into success, if we al-
low Him fully into our lives.

First Kings 8:33-34 says, “When 
Your people, Israel, have been de-
feated by enemies because they 
sinned against You, and when they 
turn back to You and confess Your 

name, then You will hear from 
Heaven, and You will forgive their 
sins and bring them back to the 
land of their forefathers.”

When we as a nation—or as in-
dividuals—have strayed from our 
Lord, we will fi nd failure in our 
lives. But when we turn back once 
again to Him, He will hear our 
pleas and He will restore us to suc-
cess, for He is a God of restoration.

Let 2011 take its rightful place in 
the hallway of the past. Whether it 
was good or bad, helpful or not, let 
it be complete by letting go of it.

And as you let go of the past, we 
must learn to grab hold of the fu-
ture.

How do you think we will fare in 
the new year? Will it actually be a 
year of new beginnings for us? Will 
we have the wherewithal to analyze 
ourselves honestly, so that we will 
know what areas to leave behind 
and what things to bring with us? 
We need to be very wise as we step 
through the doorway of time.

One of the best suggestions 
along this line is found in Ephe-
sians 5:15-17: “Be very careful, then, 

how you live—not as unwise but as 
wise, making the most of every op-
portunity, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord’s will is.”

If we are going to make the most 
of our future, we must prioritize 
our goals—praying over what must 
be done and when, so we don’t get 
overloaded in 2012.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 reminds us: 
“There is a time for everything. 
There’s a time for everything that 
is done on earth. There is a time to 
be born, and a time to die.” 

In other words, there is a time to 
bloom and a time to help someone 
else bloom. Life is not always about 
you.

I want to help you go into your 
year of new beginnings applying 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 to your life—a 
year of brand new beginnings, of 
having new opportunities and a 
year of new hope. Will you carry the 
truth of God’s Word into 2012?

Rev. Terrance J. Rollerson is 
pastor of The Compass Covenant 
Church in St. Paul.
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The CSI effect

Never too late to begin again 

Pop the popcorn, grab the re-
mote and head for the sofa. (Just 
be sure to grab a blanket—the 
cat is waiting to hop up and twirl 
around). You don’t want to miss 
another nauseating reenactment 
of the savage butchery of a crack-
head—do you?

Evidently, the world’s citizens 
can’t get enough of Hollywood’s 
glib forensic teams that nail the 
bad guys in just under an hour. 
With DVDs, DVRs, downloads and 
streaming, “CSI: Crime Scene In-
vestigation” was last year’s most 
watched TV drama series in the 
world.

This is starting to make some 
people wonder about the “CSI ef-
fect” on us. Do we now require 
ultra high-tech proof before pass-
ing judgments? Is circumstantial 
evidence not enough anymore? 
If so, we’ll not only need to see a 
video of Colonel Mustard picking 
up a candlestick to bludgeon Pro-
fessor Plum in the library, we’ll also 
demand DNA analysis, infrared 
fi ngerprint images, fi rearm com-
parisons and of course psychiatric 
evaluations (that will likely blame 
the Colonel’s mother for every-
thing).

Nowadays, the proof must be in 
the technological pudding.

And isn’t that precisely the prob-

lem people are having with Jesus’ 
claim to fame? After all, there’s no 
hard evidence for His being the 
“Son of God” … or is there?

Well, we’ll fi nd plenty of foren-
sic language in John’s Gospel—so 
much so, in fact, I think we should 
rename it: “CSI: Palestine.”

“OK Jesus, call your fi rst witness 
to the stand.” Jesus summons John 
the Baptist. The court reporter 
types: “This is the testimony of John 
… ‘I have seen and have borne wit-
ness that this is the Son of God’” 
(John 1:19, 34). Oh, c’mon, look 
at him. Can we trust a reclusive 
Baptist that reeks like a camel and 
eats Honey Bunches of Locusts for 
breakfast?

“You should call another wit-
ness, Jesus.” So He points to the 
Scriptures and says, “You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in 

them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me …. 
Do not think that I will accuse you 
to the Father. There is one who ac-
cuses you: Moses” (John 5:39, 45). 

Gee, is this admissible? I mean … 
most people only place their hand 
on the Bible to swear to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help us God—not 
to actually read it like it’s the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth (so 
help us God).

“Can you please call a more cred-
ible witness, here?” Suddenly, Jesus 
takes the stand and announces, 
“We speak of what we know and 
bear witness to what we have seen, 
but you do not receive our testimo-
ny” (John 3:11). 

What? You mean to tell us that 
you have direct knowledge—even 
fi rsthand experience of heavenly 

realities? Jesus nods. “I speak of 
what I have seen with my Father” 
(John 8:38). Whoa, a real life eye-
witness of eternity past and present. 
And just then, out of the blue, the 
scruffy Baptist blurts out: “[Yep] he 
bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, yet no one receives his 
testimony” even though he “utters 
the words of God” (John 3:32, 34). 
Order in the court!

“Maybe it’s time to call for the 
psychiatrist.” Jesus doesn’t budge. 
“There is another who bears wit-
ness about me, and I know that the 
testimony that He bears about me is 
true … the Father who sent me has 
himself borne witness about me … 
the very works that I am doing, bear 
witness about me that the Father 
has sent me” (John 5:32, 36-37). 

So the Big Guy in the sky is evi-

dent in your miracles? Then there’s 
absolutely no higher court to which 
you can appeal.

“I guess that means no more wit-
nesses, huh?” Jesus lifts His hand to 
signal that He’s got two more. “Yet 
a little while and the world will see 
me no more, but you will see me …. 
When the Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the Father, the Spir-
it of truth, who proceeds from the 
Father, he will bear witness about me. 
And you also will bear witness” (John 
14:19; 15:26-27).

“OK, let’s get this straight. After 
you return to God the Father and 
the high court hands down the ver-
dict, your case must still be argued 
by those who believe in you?”

But what if the “CSI effect” is re-
ally true? The Spirit of truth would 
have to convince the world that sin 
does matter, that anything other 
than Christ’s imputed righteous-
ness is self-righteousness and that 
there is a fi nal judgment (John 
16:8-11).

Oh, boy. That makes the Church 
… the pudding.

G. J. Wiese is an adjunct assis-
tant professor of Biblical Studies 
at Bethel University and a Bible 
teacher at Grace Church in Eden 
Prairie, Minn. She blogs at www.
askdrglow.com. 

G.J. Wiese

…isn’t that precisely the 

problem people are having 

with Jesus’ claim to fame?
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Children are waiting…

son said of the closing of the 
abortion clinic. “It was because 
people came out and prayed 
persistently. We did seven 40 
Days for Life events in the last 
three and a half years in front 
of Regions Hospital. As many as 
500-plus [people] showed up for 
one prayer event alone. We had 
more than 3,500 Christians who 
came during that period of time 
to pray at some time.”

PLAM held a celebration ser-
vice on Dec. 9 in front of the 
clinic, something Gibson hopes 
the group will do more of in the 
future.

Even though the closing of the 
abortion clinic at Regions was 
good news for pro-life groups, 
it also highlighted what Scott 
Fischbach, executive director of 
MCCL, referred to as a “consoli-
dation” of abortion services in 
Minnesota.

“Regions shutting down was 
good,” he said. “But it’s kind 
of like the corner grocery store 
that you had for years and then 
a big Cub moved in and now the 
corner grocery store is kind of 
a waste of time. Regions should 
have never been involved in 
abortions. They are a hospital. 
There’s been a consolidation 
that we’ve seen in the abortion 
reports that come out every 
July. There has been a consoli-
dation in the abortion industry. 
Planned Parenthood’s numbers 
continue to go up and up and 
up. Everybody else’s are going 
down.”

While Regions removed itself 
from performing abortions, 
Gibson and Fischbach both see 

Planned Parenthood—and its 
new facility in the Twin Cities—
as becoming the main resource 
for those looking for abortions. 

Webcam and chemical abortions
This past summer, published 

reports indicated that Planned 
Parenthood’s satellite offi ce 
in Rochester, Minn., was per-
forming medicinal abortions, 
which typically involve the drug 
RU486, a particularly unsafe 
drug according to some.

“RU486 is an extremely dan-
gerous drug,” Fischbach said. 
“Fourteen women have already 
died from taking it. It’s kind of a 
drug cocktail; it’s a two drug pro-
cess. You take the initial RU486 
drug, which cuts off all the nutri-
ents to the baby. That drug in it-
self is dangerous because of what 
it’s doing inside your body. And 
that of course will kill the baby.”

Fischbach said a second drug 
is then taken, which causes con-
tractions in the mother. 

In addition, webcam or 

telemed abortions, where a doc-
tor uses the Internet to examine 
a patient, are also becoming 
more widespread, according to 
Gibson. 

Fischbach and MCCL plan to 
lobby at the legislature this year 
to ban webcam abortions and 
add more protections against 
RU486. The group also wants 
the state to add inspections and 
regulations of abortion clinics, 
something Fischbach said abor-
tion clinics presently do not 
have.

People becoming more pro-life?
Numerous polls and surveys 

over the last decade have indi-
cated that the general public is 
becoming more pro-life. Most of 
these surveys do not indicate a 
majority of support for the pro-
life position, but a plurality of 
people now generally support a 
more life-centered philosophy.

Gibson said he has seen the 

increased support on the streets, 
where PLAM is most active.

“The numbers of people com-
ing out and the willingness to 
get out and be a part of the pro-
life activities on the street are at 
an all-time high right now in the 
history of our movement,” he 
said. “The interest continues to 
grow. The Church is starting to 
mobilize and rise up.”

Gibson has also noted the in-
creased support with college stu-
dents. 

“At [local colleges in the Twin 
Cities], there are students for 
life … organizations that have 
grown up on these campuses 
that are dynamic,” he said. “Part 
of what they do … is actually 
coming out and praying in front 
of the abortion facilities.”

Fischbach has noted the same 
movement, particularly among 
young people.

“I think you are seeing, as the 
younger generation now ma-

PRO-LIFE…
Continued from page 1

For more information about Min-
nesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
and its annual March for Life on 
Sunday, Jan. 22, visit www.mccl.org. 
For more information about Pro-Life 
Action Ministries, visit www.plam.org.  

Scott Fischbach, executive director of Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, 
believes there is a consolidation of abortion services in Minnesota.

Pro-Life Action Ministries Executive 
Director Brian Gibson is encouraged 
by the closing of the abortion clinic at 
Regions Hospital.

tures, that they’ve lived through 
their friends and their brothers 
and sisters having gone through 
or experiencing close at hand 
people who have suffered from 
abortions,” he said. “And they 
know it’s not the route to take.”

One of the reasons for the 
movement toward more pro-life 
support, Fischbach believes, is 
the advancement in technology.

“When Roe v. Wade was de-
cided, we didn’t have the neo-
natal intensive care units, we 
didn’t have the 3-D ultrasounds, 
we didn’t have the audio of the 
unborn child’s heart beating, we 
didn’t have all of these studies of 
all of these women for the last 40 
years who we now can study the 
effects that having had an abor-
tion has,” he said. “When you 
begin to put all of that together 
and you see the effects, different 
people, different arguments, dif-
ferent facts are going to bring 
people to the movement.”

With the successes of the past 
year, Gibson believes there is 
something signifi cant happen-
ing in the pro-life movement 
right now.

“God is doing something,” he 
said. “There is a signifi cant hap-
pening, a move of God taking 
place. We have just witnessed 
the most signifi cant event in the 
pro-life [movement] in Minne-
sota in its history [the closing of 
the abortion clinic at Regions 
Hospital]. Our presence is sav-
ing lives.”
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For more information about Good 
News Across America and how your 
church can partner in the event, visit 
www.goodnewsacrossamerica.com 
or call David Tunell, state director for 
Minnesota at (218) 269-7610.
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By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — Child Evange-
lism Fellowship (CEF) is planning 
the Good News Across America 
(GNAA) event in the Twin Cities 
July 16-28. Begun in 2008, the ini-
tiative has made stops in four cities. 

John Luck, ministry project man-
ager, USA Ministries for CEF, said 
the event has found success in each 
of its previous locations.

“God has blessed Good News 
Across America everywhere it has 
been,” he said. “In the last four 
years, we have been able to share 
the gospel with well over 10,000 
children in Chicago, Little Rock, 
Boston and Salt Lake. In every city, 
we have been able to launch After 
School Good News Clubs, and the 
ministry is growing. We are praising 
the Lord for all that He has done.”

David Tunell, state director for CEF 
in Minnesota, said it has been planning 
for just such an event for fi ve years.

“Five years ago, CEF had a program 
called Generation Next,” Tunell said. 
“It was similar to Good News Across 
America, but it was also different in 
some key ways. During that time, I was 
pushing for our headquarters to do 
Generation Next in the Twin Cities, 
because I saw such a need for ministry 
to children in Minnesota. When Good 
News Across America started almost fi ve 
years ago, I prayed that we would be able 
to have this event in the Twin Cities.”  

Luck said GNAA plans to partner 
with 30 churches in the Twin Cit-
ies, each of whom will hold three 
outreaches in their communities. 
The goal is to move out into the 
community as opposed to making 
people come to church.

CEF will provide the training, 
bringing 250 workers to the Twin 
Cities prior to the event. The aim 
is to help churches launch and 
sustain their own evangelism and 
discipleship initiatives. By moving 
out into the community and away 
from the church—parks, commu-
nity centers, apartment complexes, 
boys and girls clubs and recreation 
centers—organizers hope children 
will be reached and their families 
impacted.

GNAA utilizes a fi ve part “Part-
nership Plan” for churches. The 
fi rst goal is to determine a target 
area in a community, followed by 
involving the church in reaching its 
community, impacting the children 

Good News Across America helps train churches to reach out to their 
communities—where kids gather.

Major child evangelism summer event planned for Twin Cities

Thousands of children have heard and responded to the Gospel during the four 
years of Good News Across America.

in the community, inviting families 
and forming a Good News Club.

When choosing the cities to hold 
GNAA, Luck said they use four de-
termining criteria: signifi cant spiri-
tual need, signifi cant population, 
signifi cant number of churches and 
growth potential. The Twin Cities 
met all four of those criteria. 

Luck said that in each city, peo-
ple have caught the vision to reach 
children with the gospel.

“Good News Across America part-
ners with 30 area churches to take 
Vacation Bible School ‘on the road’ 
through the Five Day Clubs held in 
the community,” he said. “Ninety 
different venues will run simultane-
ously and reach thousands of kids 
with the gospel. Churches will be-
come more outwardly focused as 
they work alongside the CEF mis-
sion team to impact the community 
for Christ. In every city, we have 
seen scores of people catch the vi-
sion for reaching the children, and 

we have provided training to help 
them do it effectively.”

Tunell hopes that GNAA will 
reach thousands with the gospel 
and help “jumpstart” CEF again in 
its efforts in the state.

“This is an opportunity for us to 
reach thousands of unchurched 
children with the Gospel and to get 

them connected to a local church,” 
Tunell said. “For CEF of Minnesota, 
it will bring us some recognition to 
a new generation of believers who 
may not have heard about the larg-
est ministry working with children 
worldwide.”

CEF is still looking for churches 
with which to partner.

“We are encouraged that the 
event in Minnesota is going well,” 
Luck said. “We have about 10 of 

our 30 partnering churches to date, 
and we will be visiting the Twin Cit-
ies throughout January to invite 
others to partner with us.”



8 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • January 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

soybeans in the Ukraine. Dr. Jes 
Tarp, Larsen’s partner in the group 
Aslan Global Management, initially 
became involved with the initiative 
as a passive investor. 

“Tarp got to know them—and ac-
tually got involved in helping them 
start a farm—fi nancially, just as a 
passive investor,” Larsen said. “Jes 
had seen where you could develop 
for-profi t farms that could be inves-
tor-fi nanced and would not only 
be profi table for the investors but 
would really develop what we call a 
‘triple bottom line’: economic, so-
cial and spiritual development.”

Larsen became involved in the 
project in 2004—helping develop 
the capital structure. The group 
rented 3,000 acres at fi rst. Within 
three years, they had rented and 
cleared and were ready to plant 
more than 20,000 acres.

“[We] created a lot of jobs in the 
villages,” he said. “We’ve rebuilt vil-
lage infrastructure that had dete-
riorated, and we’ve put a chaplain 
on staff early on [and] we’ve seen 
outreaches in the villages. We’ve 
actually seen a couple of churches 
planted, and there are more that 
could be planted if we could fi nd 
some Ukrainian pastors. We’ve tru-
ly had a triple bottom line effect on 
Ukraine: economic, social and spiri-
tual development.”

In 2010, the farm was named 
“Farm of the Year” by a group of 
agencies, including the Commit-
tee of Economic Development of 
Ukraine, the Ministry of Economics 
of Ukraine and the International 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mozambique
That initial project whetted the 

This soybean fi eld was planted only seven weeks prior and helps local residents 
with their hatchery businesses.

LARSEN…
Continued from page 1

group’s appetite to see whether the 
Ukrainian model could be used in 
other countries. That opportunity 
came in Mozambique. Through 
some initial contacts in the country, 
the group decided to work with An-
drew Cunningham to help provide 
soybeans.

Cunningham had built a hatch-
ery in Mozambique that, within 
fi ve years, was hatching more than 
90,000 chickens a week. The effort 
was “providing a disposable income 
to hundreds of families that were 
raising the chickens as well as hun-
dreds of people in his processing 
plants,” Larsen said. 

Through the hatchery business, 
Cunningham was also able to fund 
some churches and a new Christian 
school.

However, Cunningham was frus-
trated that he had to import soy-
beans. He asked Aslan Global Man-
agement if it could grow soybeans 
in the country. After researching 
the proposal for some months, 
the group determined a “signifi -
cant soybean production could be 
launched” in the country.

Larsen said the Mozambique 
government is currently “providing 
us land concessions to start with—
25,000 acres. Fifty years’ concession 
with the ability to renew it. We’ve 
developed a hub and out-grower 
program, where we become a com-
mercial hub and that provides a 
conduit by which the technology … 
becomes available to smaller farm-
ers around us.”

The goal is to create a model that 
addresses the issue of food security in 
such a way that everyone wins. The 
group wants to provide a mechanism 
where Africans can move from poverty 
to the middle class by “focusing on 
market-driven solutions to food security 
issues,” Larsen said. “One of my jobs is 
to help people challenge the current 

paradigms on the poor and feeding 
people. When you develop food secu-
rity, what happens is that becomes a 
launching pad for credible economic 
development beyond that.”

Since Africa represents 60 per-
cent of the potential expansion of 
agriculture on the planet, Larsen 
believes the continent is the future 
of agriculture.     

 
Commissions and mandates

With initiatives aimed at provid-
ing local food production for un-
derdeveloped countries, Larsen 
said he gets his motivation from 
Scripture—what he calls the “First 
Great Commission” and the “Sec-
ond Great Commandment.”

“A commission is a mandate or a 
job or an assignment, and the fi rst 
assignment man was ever given—
before the Fall—was in Genesis 
1:28, a mandate to be fruitful, to 
multiply, to subdue the earth and 
take dominion over all creation,” 
he said. “Theologians call this the 
‘Creation Mandate’ or the ‘Cultur-
al Mandate’ and to distil it down, 
it’s a command to be productive 
and creative.”

On par with the First Great Com-
mission for Larsen is the command-
ment to love our neighbors as our-
selves. 

“It doesn’t say love your neighbor 
as God would love your neighbor, 
it doesn’t say love your neighbor as 
his wife ought to love him,” Larsen 
said. “It says love your neighbor as 
yourself. We clearly do love our-
selves. We arrange for our own 
provision, we arrange for our own 
protection, and we arrange for our 
own pleasure.”

That’s why Larsen believes it’s 
important to provide the tools not 
only to feed someone immediately 
but also the tools for long-term sus-
tainability and success.

“It seems to us that merely pro-
viding a bowl of oatmeal to keep 
someone alive one more day is not 
really loving people as we love our-
selves,” he said. “I can’t love seven 
billion people that way, but if I can 
be involved in developing infra-
structure and developing condi-
tions that allow Africans to arrange 
for their own provision and their 
own protection and their own plea-

sure … to be able to plan for the 
future for their families, to be able 
to be obedient to the fi rst Great 
Commission, we believe that’s a 
more full, a more robust way to be 
obedient ….”

For more information about Paul 
Larsen and Aslan Global Manage-
ment, visit www.aslan-global.com. 

The farming initiative in Ukraine has also helped establish a Sunday school and 
Bible study. 
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For more information about 
MacLaurinCSF, visit www.
maclaurincsf.org.

▲ Writing

▲ Editing

▲ Proofreading

▲ Ghostwriting

▲ Media Relations

▲ Advertising Copy

Noble Creative, LLC
snoble@noblecreative.com

651.494.4169

noblecreative.com

Where Words Are Transformed

Scott Noble has more than a decade of experience as a 
writer, editor and communications director. His articles 
have appeared in a variety of publications—from small-
town newspapers to big-city newspapers to magazines and journals. His 
articles have also prompted radio and television appearances, and he has 
worked with dozens of published authors and other public fi gures. South Campus (K-8)

4015 Inglewood Ave. S, Edina
February 4, 10:00 a.m.
March 23, 7:00 p.m.

North Campus (K-8)
8966 Pierce St. NE, Blaine
January 26, 6:30 p.m.
March 15, 6:30 p.m.

Admissions Information Sessions

Challenging.
Supportive.
Biblical.

Call to schedule a visit to our high school 
campus in Fridley or if you wish to visit a 
K-8 campus at another time.

952-927-5304
www.calvinchristian.org

Since 1961 Christian parents 
have partnered with outstanding 
teachers to provide excellent, 
God-honoring education at Calvin 
Christian. Explore the Calvin 
Christian difference for your children.

By Andene Christopherson

MINNEAPOLIS — The fi rst 
weekend of December, MacLau-
rinCSF—a community of students, 
scholars and thinkers commit-
ted to both the university and the 
Church in the Twin Cities—held 
“Interstice(s) – Intervening Space,” 
an event that refl ected on the rela-
tionship between the arts and the 
Christian faith. 

This relationship is not easily de-
fi ned: Church history’s relationship 
with art is fi lled with beauty but also 
diffi culty, and even now the wider 
art world is dominated by a secular-
ism that can sometimes cause the 
connection between the arts and 
the Church to feel more like a gap. 

An interstice is any space be-
tween two things. In this case, the 
space might be that between the 
Church and art, but there are also 
interstices between individuals, 
between a person and the Church 
or between a community and God. 
Moreover, it may be precisely art—
good art—that can thoughtfully fi ll 
these spaces with creativity that rec-
onciles what was fragmented into 
something more whole.

Ruth Pszwaro, program coordi-
nator of MacLaurinCSF, was the 
primary organizer for the event. 

(left to right): Cam Anderson, director of Christians in the Visual Arts, keynote 
speaker Dr. Mark Sprinkle and artist Eric Van Wyk talk about art and faith at the 
recent ‘Interstice(s) – Intervening Space’ event.

Exhibit and symposium address faith and art

By Scott Noble

MINNEAPOLIS — On a Satur-
day afternoon before Christmas, 
several volunteers with Youth Re-
sources took to the streets of North 
Minneapolis to sing Christmas car-
ols and offer prayer and fi nancial 
support to those in need. This was 
the third year of the annual out-
reach.

Ron McConico, founder and ex-
ecutive director of Youth Resourc-
es, said they do this “just to bless 
North Minneapolis and to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.”

Youth Resources’ main mission is 
to “train and engage urban youth 
workers and encourage them to 
continue to stay in youth work,” Mc-
Conico said.

The group sang carols and gave 
out the CD “First Aid for the Soul,” 
then asked if anyone needed prayer. 
If someone requested prayer, “We 
would pray for them,” McConico 
said. “[If they had a fi nancial re-
quest that came to light during 
prayer], then we would bless them 
with a gift certifi cate. That was one 
of the ways we could show Christ’s 
love in the midst of this holiday sea-
son ….”

One of the ministry’s support-
ers donated money that Youth Re-
sources used as gift certifi cates to 
Cub Foods and McDonalds. 

During the afternoon, the volun-
teers prayed with about 50 people 
and handed out approximately a 
dozen gift certifi cates to those in 
need and 100 CDs.

McConico said one gentleman in 
particular stood out. 

He asked the group, “Can you 
pray for me even if I’m not here?” 

“I said, ‘Sure we can,’” said Mc-
Conico. 

“I’m in pain right now, and I’ve 
got to go,” the man said. “I have ter-
minal cancer, and there is nothing 
they can do. They’ve done every-
thing they can do. So I would just 
appreciate prayer.”

The gentleman had to leave be-
fore the group prayed because he 
was in pain as a result of his termi-
nal cancer.  

Volunteers take Christmas to 
the streets of North Minneapolis

For more information about 
Youth Resources, visit www.
youthresources.ws. 

By Scott Noble

TWIN CITIES — The National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) 
released a 56-page paper last 
month titled “Loving the Least of 
These: Addressing a Changing En-
vironment.” The document reviews 
how the climate impacts the poor, 
the science behind a changing en-
vironment and a biblical basis for 
Christian engagement.

Leith Anderson, president of the 
NAE and former pastor of Wood-
dale Church in Eden Prairie, Minn., 
expressed concern about how natu-
ral disasters affect the poor.

“Every time there is a natural di-
saster, we grieve for the poor who 
are most affected, rally behind relief 
efforts and support on-the-ground 
disaster teams,” said Anderson, via 
a media release. “We are concerned 
when we hear projections that en-
vironmental changes threaten the 
lives of more and more people, par-
ticularly the extreme poor.”

The document was released at a 
luncheon at World Vision, a Chris-
tian humanitarian organization 
based in Federal Way, Wash. 

Dorothy Boorse, associate profes-
sor of biology at Gordon College, 
collected the contributions from 

pastors, scientists and relief and de-
velopment leaders on the relation-
ship between the changing envi-
ronment and poverty and put them 
together into “Loving the Least of 
These.”

“The issue of climate change can 
be confusing in the media,” Boorse 
said. “We labored to present a clear, 
well-supported document that can 
help Christian leaders and layper-
sons to understand the science, but 
even more importantly to under-
stand the way disruptions in the en-
vironment affect the poor.”

In addition to Anderson, those 
who contributed to the document 
include Ken Wilson, senior pastor 
of Vineyard Church of Ann Arbor; 
Christopher Shore, director of the 
Climate Change Response Initia-
tive at World Vision; Thomas Ack-
erman, professor of Atmospheric 
Science at the University of Wash-
ington; Galen Carey, NAE vice pres-
ident of Government Relations; 
and Jo Anne Lyon, general super-
intendent of The Wesleyan Church. 

NAE releases paper 
on how environment 
impacts the poor

For more information about the 
NAE, visit www.nae.net. To download 
“Loving the Least of These,” visit 
www.nae.net/lovingtheleastofthese.

She and a committee of volunteers 
invited established Minnesota art-
ists to submit works that would en-
courage thoughtful refl ection on 
the theme. Furthermore, anyone 
who wished could submit fi ve-by-
seven-inch pieces to be considered 
for display.  

Hennes Art Company, located 
just south of downtown Minne-
apolis, hosted the event in its gal-
lery space. More than 60 artists 
represented close to 90 works of 
art—including paintings, photog-
raphy, sculpture, collages and an 

installation. Throughout the week-
end, steady streams of viewers fi led 
through the gallery, engaging the 
art, mingling with artists and at-
tending a lecture or artist’s talk.

Mark Sprinkle, senior fellow for 
the Arts and Humanities at the Bi-
oLogos Foundation, gave the key-
note lecture Friday evening. 

Pszwaro said, “Sprinkle chal-
lenged us not only to span those in-
between spaces and gaps in life—in 
ideas, cultures and beliefs—but to 
exist within them and participate in 
God’s reconciling work.” 

In response, a panel of artists 
moderated by the director of CIVA 
(Christians in the Visual Arts), 
Cameron Anderson, discussed how 
they fi nd themselves responding to 
the interstices of present culture 
through their art.

The following day, three different 
artists gave informal talks and an-
swered questions, explaining their 
approach to their medium and the 
sense of purpose they wrestle with 
while making art as Christians. The 
exhibit concluded with a mini-lec-
ture by Ken Steinbach, professor of 
Art at Bethel University, on negoti-
ating the space between the studio, 
the gallery and the Church.

Dr. Bryan Bademan, director of 

MacLaurinCSF, concluded: “Artis-
tic endeavor of some kind is central 
to the fl ourishing and identity of 
any community. I’m thrilled to have 
MacLaurinCSF helping to promote 
specifi cally Christian refl ection 
on the arts—for the good of our 
churches as well as for the greater 
Twin Cities.”  

Both Bademan and Pszwaro 
imagine this event can serve as a 
springboard for further discus-
sions.



10 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • January 2012 www.christianexaminer.com

Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
E-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com or fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or 
you can mail it to the Minnesota Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 131030, 
St. Paul, MN 55113. We regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for the Twin Cities not listed in this issue.

• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

THRU JAN 8
Triple Espresso. The Southern Theater, 
1420 Washington Ave S, Minneapolis 
• tripleespresso.com, (612) 874-1100

THRU JAN 16
Gospel Art Exhibit. Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 
3-5pm, The Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge 
Community Church, 610 County Rd. 5, 
Stillwater • (651) 439-4882

JAN 4 • WEDNESDAY
Alpha Course, fall session begins. 6pm, 
Cedar Valley Church, 8600 Bloomington 
Ave. S, Bloomington • (952) 883-1533

JAN 5 • THURSDAY
Purity Group for Men Only. Thursdays 
7-9pm, Grace Church of Eden Prairie, 
9301 Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie • 
(952) 926-1055

JAN 5-7 • THU-SAT
2012 Leadership Conference, with Carl 
Pierce Sr., & Bishop Frank Anthone White. 
6:30pm, Northwestern University, 910 
Elliott Ave S, Minneapolis • cogicmn.org

JAN 7 • SATURDAY
“Recharge: A Conference for People 
Ministering to Children, Youth & Fami-
lies.” 9am-4pm, ST. Andrew’s Church, 
Mahtomedi , $29 • ministryrecharge.
com, (651) 484-9400

Private Elementary School Fair. 10am-
3pm, Maple Grove Community Center, 
12951 Weaver Lake Rd., Maple Grove 
• privateschoolfair.org

JAN 8 • SUNDAY
Christian Songwriters Meeting. 2pm, 
Christ Lutheran Church, 105 W University 
Ave., St. Paul, free 

JAN 9 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Communications & Media Law”. 7-9pm, 
Fireside Room, Christ Presbyterian, 
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 
315-1014

JAN 10 • TUESDAY
Out of the Shadows Women’s Program, 
begins for 10 weeks. 6:30-8:30pm, Em-
manuel Christian Center, 7777 University 
Ave NE, Spring Lake Park. Presented by 
Hiding Hurting Healing Women’s Program 
• (763) 245-3015

JAN 12 • THURSDAY
The Twin Cities Association of Mission 
Professionals., fi rst session. 12pm, 
Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie • trans-
formmn.org

JAN 13 • FRIDAY
“Detour,” a drama with music. 7pm, 
Meadow Creek Church, 2027 Bunker 
Lake Blvd., Andover, free • (763) 427-
4543, meadowcreekchurch.org

JAN 14 • SATURDAY
Exploring 12 Step Spirituality, workshop. 
9am-12pm, Colonial Church, 6200 Colo-
nial Way, Edina • 12stepspirituality.org

Hoops Hysteria, 2pm, Northwestern Col-
lege, St. Paul • (651) 631-5110, nwc.edu

JAN 15 • SUNDAY
“Detour,” a drama with music. 6pm, 
Meadow Creek Church, 2027 Bunker 
Lake Blvd., Andover, free • (763) 427-
4543, meadowcreekchurch.org

JAN 16 • MONDAY
2012 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration. 9:30am (rally), St. Paul 
Central High School & 11am (main event), 
Concordia University • mnstatewidemlk-
ingholiday.com

Refl ective Service honoring the life of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 6:45pm, Cal-
vary Baptist Church, 2608 Blaisdell Ave. 
S, Minneapolis, free • (612) 872-7855

JAN 17 • TUESDAY
“Aging,” with Bruce Simat. 7:30pm, 

Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling, 
Roseville • tccsa.tc

JAN 18-21 • WED-SAT
Twin Cities Prophetic Conference, “Come 
Up Higher.” Redeeming Love Church, 
2425 White Bear Ave., Maplewood, $30 
• (763) 241-8122

JAN 19 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, Annual Social 
Event. TBD • macfm.org

JAN 20 • FRIDAY
The Single Parent Christian Fellowship 
potluck supper. 6:30pm, Faith Pres-
byterian Church, Minnetonka • (612) 
866-8970

New Life Family Life Services presents 
“Laugh for Life” with Anita Renfroe. 7pm, 
Autumn Ridge Church, Rochester, $10-
12 • nlfs.org

JAN 21 • SATURDAY
Family Matters Expo & Conference, with 
Pastor Marcus Cage, Pastor Deb Mes-
senger & more. 8am, Refuge Christian 
Center, 867 Pierce Butler Rt., St. Paul, 
free • (651) 503-4771 

“Healing Life’s Hurts Through Prayer” 
Workshop, with Betsy Lee. 9-11:30am, 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 7520 Golden 
Valley Rd., Golden Valley, free • (952) 
942-9016

Personal Ministry Development Semi-
nar, 9am-3:30pm, New Harvest Church 
international, 6000 Bass Lake Rd., Ste. 
211, Crystal, $29-35 • (612) 483-4490

New Life Family Life Services presents 
“Laugh for Life” Anita Renfroe. 7pm, Grace 
Church, Eden Prairie, $10-12 • nlfs.org

JAN 22 • SUNDAY
2012 MCCL March for Life. 2pm, State 
Capital, St. Paul • mccl.org

JAN 30 • MONDAY
Help Children with Change, Loss & grief. 
Hope Lutheran Church, 5728 Cedar Ave 
S., Minneapolis, free. Presented by Hope 
for Parents • (612) 827-2655

FEB 1-4 • WED-SAT
Midwest Apostolic Prophetic Conference 
2012, with James Goll, Jane Hamon, 
Chuck Porta &  more. Jubilee Worship 
Center, 3125 County Rd 74, St. Cloud, 
$25-35 • (320) 202-0540

FEB 3-4 • FRI-SA
Acquire the Fire, with The Afters, Shon-
lock, The School of Worship & more. 
Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 
2nd Ave. S, Minneapolis • acquirethefi re.
com, 1-888-628-3473

God’s Supernatural Power for a Kingdom 
Lifestyle, Equipping Conference with Jack 
Deere & Steve Thompson. North Heights 
Lutheran Church, 1700 Hwy 96 W, Arden 
Hills, $35+ • lutheranrenewal.org, (651) 
490-1517 x13

FEB 12 • SUNDAY
Christian Songwriters Meeting. 2pm, 
Christ Lutheran Church, 105 W University 
Ave., St. Paul, free 

FEB 13 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Heart-Shaping Devotions” with Jane 
Rubietta. 7-9pm, Fireside Room, Christ 
Presbyterian, 6901 Normandale Blvd., 
Edina • (763) 315-1014

FEB 16 • THURSDAY
MACFM Monthly Meeting, “Budgeting.” 
Hosanna! Lutheran Church • macfm.org

FEB 18 • SATURDAY
Personal Ministry Development Semi-
nar, 9am-3:30pm, New Harvest Church 
international, 6000 Bass Lake Rd., Ste. 
211, Crystal, $29-35 • (612) 483-4490

FEB 18-25
Sandi Patty & Friends Cruise, with Natalie 
Grant, Mark Shultz, Wayne Watson & 
more. Eastern Caribbean • 1-800-288-
4778, cruisewithsandipatty.com

FEB 21 • TUESDAY
“When Vegetables Were Nutritious and 
Delicious: Biblical Nutrition Based on 
the Garden of Eden,” with Don Slinger. 
Northwestern College, 3003 N Snelling, 
Roseville • tccsa.tc

FEB 24 • FRIDAY
RWC (Robbinsdale Women’s Center)
Ministry Expansion, Annual Fundrais-
ing Dinner. 7pm, Earle Brown Heritage 
Center, Brooklyn Center • rwcinfo.org, 
(763) 531-9554 x18

FEB 24-25 • FRI-SAT
GameDay: Teen Evangelism training 
Conference, with Greg Stier, Zane Black 
& Brenton Brown. Grace Church, 9301 
Eden Prairie Rd., Eden Prairie, $69 • 
1-800-462-8355 x207

MAR 9-APR 30
‘Resurrections,’ Solo Gospel Art Exhibit. 
Mon-Wed 1-3pm & Sun 3-5pm, The 
Oakridge Gallery, Oakridge Community 
Church, 610 County Rd. 5, Stillwater • 
(651) 439-4882

MAR 12 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Bring the Spirit with Children’s Picture 
Books” with “Packy” Mader. 7-9pm, 
Fireside Room, Christ Presbyterian, 
6901 Normandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 
315-1014

MAR 17 • SATURDAY
The Father/Daughter Summit. Plymouth 
Covenant Church, 4300 Vicksburg Ln, 
Plymouth • fathers.com, (651) 755-2645

Personal Ministry Development Seminar, 
two. 9am-3:30pm, New Harvest Church 
international, 6000 Bass Lake Rd., Ste. 
211, Crystal, $29-35 • (612) 483-4490

MAR 20 • TUESDAY
“Our Genetic Deterioration,” with Dr. 
Doyle Holbird. 7:30pm, Northwestern 
College, 3003 N Snelling, Roseville • 
tccsa.tc

APR 14 • SATURDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild 
Spring Seminar, “A Day with the Book 
Therapist,” with Susan May Warren. 
Grace Church, Eden Prairie • (51) 
247-9085

APR 16 • MONDAY
The Minnesota Christian Writers’ Guild, 
“Tell Me a Story, But Make It Short” 
with Susan May Warren. 7-9pm, Fireside 
Room, Christ Presbyterian, 6901 Nor-
mandale Blvd., Edina • (763) 315-1014

JAN 17 • TUESDAY (cont.)

RWC Ministry Expansion
A remarkable opportunity to save even more lives!

For further information or to register, 
visit www.RWCinfo.org or call 763-531-9554 x18

To learn more about our mobile ultrasound ministry, 
please join us at our Annual Fundraising Dinner 

celebrating 20 years of saving unborn lives.

“Will You GO With Us?”
 Friday, February 24, 7 p.m.

Earle Brown Heritage Center, Brooklyn Center

We have recently affi liated 
with ICU Mobile, the global 
pioneer and leader of mobile 
pregnancy help centers. 
We will GO TO rather than 
wait for women who are 
experiencing an unwanted 
pregnancy, parking at key 
locations.
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Single parent group to 
hold monthly event

PLYMOUTH — The Single Par-
ent Christian Fellowship will hold 
its monthly social potluck supper 
on Friday, Jan. 20 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Faith Presbyterian Church in Min-
netonka. This month’s event will 
include a movie, games and vol-
leyball. Guests are encouraged to 
bring a dish to share. Adults, chil-
dren and alumni are welcome.

The group also hosts a weekly 
volleyball time from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Locations vary, so for 
more information on the group, 
the monthly potluck or its volley-
ball locations, call (612) 866-8970.

TCAMP to host 
sessions on cross-
cultural missions and 
justice and compassion

EDEN PRAIRIE — The Twin Cit-
ies Association of Mission Profes-
sionals (TCAMP) will hold its fi rst 
session of 2012 on Thursday, Jan. 
12 at noon at Wooddale Church in 
Eden Prairie. The topic for the Jan-
uary meeting is “Trends You Need 
to Know: Changes and Develop-
ments in Cross-cultural Missions.”

Speakers will highlight fi ve dif-
ferent trends in missions, includ-
ing business as mission, missions to 
Diaspora people, reaching global 
cities and technology for missions.

On Thursday, March 8, the 
group will hold a discussion on 
“Justice and Compassion in Evan-
gelical Missions” at North Heights 
Lutheran Church in Arden Hills.

TCAMP operates with two goals: 
to “connect mission leaders to add 
momentum to the global missions 
movements” and to “support the 
professional development of mission 
movements by sharing best practices 
and opportunities for learning.”

For more information on these 
sessions, email carl@transformmn.
org or visit www.transformmn.org.  

Annual March for Life 
scheduled for Jan. 22

SAINT PAUL — The annual 
March for Life, sponsored by Min-
nesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
(MCCL) will take place Sunday, 
Jan. 22 at 2:00 p.m. at the state Cap-
itol. The event is held on the anni-
versary of the Roe v. Wade decision 
that legalized abortion in the U.S.

 A short program will com-
mence at 2:30 p.m., including brief 
speeches from local and national 
lawmakers.

For additional information about 
the March for Life, visit www.mccl.
org.

Grace Church to host 
teen evangelism 
conference

EDEN PRAIRIE — Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie will host the “GameDay: 
Teen Evangelism Training Conference” 
Feb. 24-25. The event is sponsored by 
Dare 2 Share Ministries.

Special guests at the conference 
include Greg Stier, who is founder 
and president of Dare 2 Share and 
the author of nearly a dozen books; 
Zane Black, a popular conference 
speaker; and Brenton Brown, a 
worship leader and song writer.

According to the Dare 2 Share 
website, conference attendees will 
“pour into 2 Timothy 4:1-8 and come 
away motivated and equipped to fol-
low the Apostle Paul’s three powerful 
charges to young believers: Go … 
preach the Word—learn the basics of 
the full story of the Gospel and the 

inerrancy of Scripture; fi ght … for 
their friends—train hard and learn 
to use the tools of prayer, pursuit and 
persuasion; and win … the reward—
play for keeps in order to get the prize 
set aside for those committed to the 
cause of Christ.”

For more information about the 
GameDay conference including 
registration, visit www.dare2share.
org/gameday or call (800) 462-
8355 ext. 207.

Conference to focus 
on ‘God’s supernatural 
power’

ARDEN HILLS — Lutheran 
Renewal will host the conference 
“God’s Supernatural Power for 
a Kingdom Lifestyle” Feb. 3-4 at 
North Heights Lutheran Church in 
Arden Hills. 

Speakers include Jack Deere, 
who is the author of “Surprised by 
the Voice of God” and also the se-
nior pastor at Wellspring Church 
in North Richland Hills, Texas, and 
Steve Thompson, who served for 
more than two decades at Morning-
Star Ministries and is the author of 
“You May All Prophesy.”

Session topics include “The 
Power of Discipleship,” “Keys to 
an Unlimited Life,” “The Power of 
the Blood of Jesus,” “How to Live 
Supernaturally in a Natural World” 
and others. 

Early bird registration (received 
by Jan. 21) is $35. After Jan. 21 and 
same day registration is $45.

For more information about the 
“God’s Supernatural Power for a 
Kingdom Lifestyle” conference, vis-
it www.lutheranrenewal.org or call 
(651) 490-1517 ext. 13.

Concordia University 
to host Martin Luther 
King, Jr. celebration

SAINT PAUL — The Gangelhoff 
Arena at Concordia University will 
host the main program for the 2012 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. cel-
ebration on Monday, Jan. 16. The 
event’s theme is “Looking back … 
moving forward: I am my brother’s 
keeper.”

The rally will begin at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Saint Paul Central High School 
auditorium and will include a key-
note by T. W. Watson.

The main program will begin at 
Concordia at 11:00 a.m. and will 
include Bishop William Watson III 
and the St. John’s Boy Choir. An 
education/cultural fair will follow 
the main program.

For more information on the 
event, email mlkingholiday@gmail.
com or visit www.mnstatewidemlk-
ingholiday.com.

Thrivent Financial 
commits to millions to 
Habitat for Humanity

MINNEAPOLIS — Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans recently 
announced that for the seventh 
straight year, it’s committed to giv-
ing millions of dollars for afford-
able housing through its partner-
ship called Thrivent Builds with 
Habitat for Humanity. 

In 2012, Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans plans to fund construc-
tion of more than 140 Habitat for 
Humanity homes in nearly three 
dozen states with a $9.2 million 
contribution.

“Thrivent Builds [with Habitat 
for Humanity] lets you see family 
life from a different perspective,” 
said Brad Hewitt, president and 
CEO of Thrivent Financial, via a 
media release. “It gives volunteers 

an amazing opportunity to live 
generously, to refl ect, to grow and 
to be a part of something that truly 
changes lives.”

The total seven year commitment 
on the part of Thrivent Financial is 
more than $160 million—and near-
ly 500,000 volunteers.

“We are so grateful to all those 
at Thrivent Financial who share 
our desire to make a difference in 
the lives of families and communi-
ties,” said Jonathan Reckford, CEO 
of Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional. “We have worked together 
in Chile and El Salvador, in Poland 
and South Africa and from the 
North Woods of Minnesota to the 
Gulf Coast in the United States and 
beyond. Having Thrivent Financial 
as a partner has made Habitat a bet-
ter organization.”

For more information on Thrivent 
Builds with Habitat for Humanity, 
visit www.thriventbuilds.com.

Seminar to address 
calling to vocational 
ministry

CRYSTAL — WiKallon Seminars 
will sponsor the Personal Ministry 
Development Seminar on Saturday, 
Jan. 21 and Saturday, March 17 at 
New Harvest Church International 
in Crystal.

Organizers said attendees will 
“Discover your true calling, culti-
vate your gifts, develop your po-
tential, renew your passion and get 
motivated to fulfi ll your destiny in 
the kingdom of God.”

Each seminar is restricted to 60 
people.

Early bird registration for each 
seminar is $29 per person and $35 
after the early bird deadline.

For more information on the 
seminar, including additional regis-
tration information, email info@wi-
kallon.com or call (612) 483-4490.

Celebration Church 
to host School of 
Intercession

LAKEVILLE — Celebration 
Leadership Transformational Cen-
ter at Celebration Church will 
sponsor the 12-week School on In-
tercession, beginning Feb. 3 and 
running through April 26.

The 12 weeks will include train-
ing and equipping and how to dis-

cover God’s purpose for your life, 
and the curriculum used is “de-
signed to produce transformational 
leaders and warriors,” according to 
organizers. 

For more information about the 
School of Intercession, email fl or-
encew@celebrationchurch.net, call 
(952) 898-7200 or visit www.scho-
olofi ntercession.com.   

Conference aims to 
help recharge ministry, 
volunteers

MAHTOMEDI — St. Andrew’s 
Church in Mahtomedi will host 
“Recharge: A Conference for Peo-
ple Ministering to Children, Youth 
and Families” on Saturday, Jan. 7. 
The conference will include two 
main sessions and more than 20 
workshops.

Heather Flies, junior high pas-
tor at Wooddale Church in Eden 
Prairie, will give a main session talk 
on “Top Five Reasons People Who 
Don’t Volunteer in Ministry Are 
Missing Out!” Mark Matlock, exec-
utive director of Youth Specialties, 
will talk on “Five Forces Shaping 
the Souls of Today’s Children and 
Teens.”

Workshop topics include “Family 
Sabbath,” “Children with Autism—
What Makes Them Tick?” and 
“Helping Parents of Preschoolers,” 
among several others.

The all-day event will begin at 
9:00 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m.

Registration starts at $29 per per-
son.

For more information on 
“Recharge,” visit www.ministry-
recharge.com or call (651) 484-
9400. 

Cancer claims life of 
Connie Lundstrom 

LAKEVILLE — Connie Lund-
strom, wife of Lowell Lundstrom, 
went home to be with the Lord Dec. 
13 after a brief battle with cancer. 

Connie was the co-founder of 
Lowell Lundstrom Ministries and 
Celebration Church. She and Low-
ell were married for 57 years.

Her funeral was Wednesday, Dec. 
21 at Celebration Church in Lakev-
ille. An additional service was held 
on Thursday, Dec. 22 at Family Life 
Assembly of God Church in Sisse-
ton, S.D.

TreeHouse to sponsor 
‘Hoopin’ It Up’ event

EDINA — TreeHouse is plan-
ning for the second annual “Hoo-
pin’ It Up for Hope.” The series of 
events includes free-throw contests 
that allow individuals and teams to 
secure pledges for free-throws. The 
fi nal shoot-off event will take place 
at Target Center this spring.

The fi ve TreeHouse communi-
ties taking part in the event are 
Bloomington, Brooklyn Park, Min-
netonka/Hopkins, New Hope and 
Plymouth/Wayzata.

Hoopin’ It Up begins Feb. 26 
and runs through March 25.

For more information, email as-
wanda@treehouseyouth.org or visit 
www.treehouseyouth.org.  

New veteran facility 
to take faith-based 
approach

TWIN CITIES — Organizers 
are developing a new therapeu-
tic facility and drop-in center 
called Base Camp Hope to assist 
veterans and their families with 
post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). The new initiative will 
take a faith-based approach to 
serving veterans as they adjust to 
life away from the military.

“I have seen too many veterans 
with PTSD whose needs are not 
being met,” said Diane Kinney, 
founder and executive director 
of Base Camp Hope, via a media 
release. “Base Camp Hope will be a 
unique response to PTSD because 
we will integrate spiritual healing 
along with mental and physical 
therapies, plus we will be one 
of the few facilities that address 
the needs of the families of the 
traumatized veterans.”

Kinney said the facility is plan-
ning to stay open 24 hours each 
day, seven days a week “and will 
provide a safe place for the vet-
eran, the spouse, parents or chil-
dren to come and talk and heal.”

Currently, Base Camp Hope is 
looking for a director of Psycho-
logical Counseling and director 
of Spiritual Counseling.

For more information about 
Base Camp Hope and its employ-
ment openings, visit www.basecam-
phope.org.
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Minnesota Teen Challenge
Ministry Volunteer Opportunities

MTC is a 12 month residential Faith-Based Christian Drug & Alcohol 
Program for teens and adults. Our program is designed to help 
individuals permanently recover from drug and alcohol abuse and the life 
controlling problems associated with it.

Interested individuals may obtain an application or request more 
information by calling (612) 238-4198, emailing a request to 
jobs@mntc.org, or visiting our website at www.mntc.org and 
clicking on the Job Opportunities link.

Please visit www.mntc.org  
for more info on employment, volunteer,  

and internship opportunities.

Volunteer Opportunities
By giving of your time and talents, you will get to be a part of the change that takes 
place at Teen Challenge. By mentoring or being a program staff, cutting hair or 
teaching a craft, you will get to form significant relationships with the residents. By 
stuffing envelopes or putting up drywall, driving a bus or fixing an electrical circuit, 
you get to provide overall support to the programming offered at Teen Challenge. 
No matter the way in which you get involved, the opportunities are numerous, and 
the rewards are endless. Visit our website for a list of volunteer opportunities. Or 
contact Jeff Dexter at: Jeffrey.dexter@mntc.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
   40” Letter/Number Mylar balloons ($5.99 ea + 
s/h), 100 pcs of 12” custom imprinted latex balloons 
at $130.00 (10 days delay), Custom Imprinted cups, 
napkins, plates and aprons, Advertising Specialties, 
award pins and trophies, Pittsburghese T-Shirts and 
Mugs. A Cup of Ideas, Inc, www.acupofi deas.com, 
www.acupofi deas.net, (412) 264-4410. 

Do you know? Salvation Army is a church. Come 
and visit on Sundays at 10:45am. 10347 Ibis St. 
NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433. (763) 755-6073

AUTOMOBILE
Cash $$ for your used car. No risk/call KenRay 
(651) 398-7388.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
      Need Extra Income? This program generates money 
around the clock. (651) 319-4020

Work from home. Put your faith fi rst. Family second 
with an opportunity to earn a great income. (952) 
474-4682. Buscando Bilinque

Double your current income from home, part time 
with our proven system in 24 months or less. www.
mnnewbiz.com.

$1000+ Per Month! This simple program makes 
it possible. (651) 319-4020

Debt Free! No Mortgage! Credit cards, loans paid 
off. www.getwowbudget.com/prosper 

Catch the next technology wave! Don’t miss the 
train. Mobile banking is a money maker. (651) 
319-4020

Save $100,000s…Get rid of ALL debts: credit card 
debt, mortgage, car loans-everything-years sooner! 
WOW Budget shows you how without taking more 
out of your monthly income. www.getwowbudget.
com/prosper

FLAGS
Quality fl ags for sale. U.S., International and church 
fl ags. All sizes, call for prices. 7:45a.m.-4:15p.m., 
Monday-Friday. Flag repair and disposal service. 
Graphic Exhibits, (651) 225-1678. 

FOR SALE
Amish Oak Table. Double-pedestal, oval, 66”x48”, 
with 1-12” leaf, 6 (bent feather) chairs. $950. 
(763) 420-2508.

HELP WANTED
Spend summer on the north shore by Lake Su-
perior at Chicago Bay Marketplace.  Great work 
environment, possible housing. Call Lisa at (218) 
475-2253.

H  OUSING NEEDED
Single Christian male seeks quiet place to rent 
beginning May 1st. Am willing to help with chores. 
(612) 805-1756. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Interested in international development?  Opera-
tion Dignity International is looking for development 
partners and Board Members.  Call Kathy Sullivan, 
Executive Director, (763) 432-0543 or kl.sullivan@
hotmail.com.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Guitar lessons: Rock, country, classical folk, blues. 
30+ years experience. Call Ed McGarrity at (763) 
354-0952. 147 Hamel Rd., Medina, MN 55340.

Visually understand how music works. Then ap-
ply to playing the piano and other instruments. 4 
How Music Work “tools” with instructions - $25. 
Email mentoring available (651) 426-4274, www.
visualmusicbasics.com. 

ROOMS   FOR RENT
R                      oom for rent in quiet Camden, North Minneapolis 
home. Rent is $475, includes utilities. Immediately 
available. No smoking, drinking or pets. Easy access 
to bus routes. Call (952) 381-7308.

SERVICES 
P    lumbing Systems, Inc. Specializing in residential 
service and remodeling. Licensed bonded insured 
27 years. Anything with the plumbing in your house. 
Please call (612) 986-7442, ask for Kris.

R  esidential and Commercial construction.  Trinity 
Commercial Construction, LLC builds with integrity 
and purpose.  Special discounts for churches!  Call 
(763) 260-4212 or e-mail contact@trinity-cc.com to 
get started on your project.

Bobcat Service. Excavating, paving, concreting. 
(952) 890-9264.

Help America recover, Chris at Stewart Upholstery 
and Repair. (612) 990-8689. Our fabric or yours.

VACATION/RETREAT 
RENTALS

T  he Wilderness Fellowship is a four-season Chris-
tian Camping & Retreat Center, which provides a 
place of retreat and refreshment that fosters Godly 
intimacy. Facilities include: Personal prayer retreat 
cabins tucked in the woods, Group/Family cabins, 
small retreat center, large meeting hall and several 
campsites. 244 acres, trails, hiking, sliding, fi shing. 
90 minutes NE of Minneapolis. (715) 327-8564, 
www.wildernessfellowship.com.

Lake Shore Retreat. Great site for church or family 
retreat, 50 plus acres on Leisure lake. 1/2 mile of 
lake shore, 10 miles north of Spooner Wisconsin, 
120 miles NE of Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. Near 
Namekagon River for canoeing. Forest with hik-
ing trails, sand beach, good hunting, fi shing and 
winter sports. Modern 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home. 
(763) 315-1106.

Pro-lifers hope court 
review will strengthen 
abortion law

SAINT PAUL — The Alliance 
Defense Fund (ADF) recently 
reported that the full U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 8th Circuit 
“agreed to review the only re-
maining provision of South Da-
kota’s informed consent law that 
the court has not already upheld 
in a … lawsuit fi led by Planned 
Parenthood.” The last remaining 
provision to be ruled on requires 
a woman to be informed about 
abortion’s risk of suicide.

The lawsuit stems from the 
2005 law passed by the South 
Dakota legislature that required 
women to receive “biological, 
relationship and medical infor-

mation before undergoing an 
abortion,” according to the ADF. 
Planned Parenthood fi led suit to 
block the law from taking effect.

“A woman’s right to make a fully 
informed choice is more important 
than Planned Parenthood’s bottom 
line,” said ADF Senior Counsel Ste-
ven H. Aden, via a media release. 
“If Planned Parenthood truly cared 
about the well-being of women, it 
would not try to prevent them from 
being informed of the well-docu-
mented risk of suicide that accom-
panies abortion.” 

According to the release from 
the ADF, Circuit Judge Raymond 
Gruender wrote in dissent regard-
ing the “risk of suicide” provision 
should have been upheld: “Even the 
evidence relied upon by Planned 
Parenthood acknowledges a sig-

nifi cant, known statistical correla-
tion between abortion and suicide. 
This well-documented statistical 
correlation is suffi cient to support 
the required disclosure that abor-
tion presents an ‘increased risk’ of 
suicide, as that term is used in the 
relevant medical literature.”

For more information about the 
ADF, visit www.adfmedia.org.

LifeWay customers 
donated toy Christmas 
animals

TWIN CITIES — LifeWay 
Christian Stores in the Twin Cities 
joined nearly 100 other LifeWay 
Stores in giving away toy Christmas 
animals to those in need. Custom-
ers purchased the $5 animals, 
which were then distributed to 

thousands of hospitalized chil-
dren and orphans.

Sherry Parnell—a LifeWay 
manager in Mississippi—started 
the initiative in 2007. 

“As I was putting up the tree, I 
said a prayer to the Lord thanking 
Him that we would not have to 
spend Christmas in the hospital 
that year,” said Parnell, via a media 
release. “Then, God spoke to me 
and said, ‘You won’t, but there 
are a lot of kids, parents and 
grandparents who will be there.’”

The stores in Minnesota—
Woodbury, Burnsville, Edina, 
Coon Rapids and Maple Grove—
worked with the local nonprofi t 
Sharing and Caring Hands.

For more information about 
Lifeway Christian Stories, visit www.
lifeway.com.  

Church to host 
refl ective service to 
honor Dr. King

MINNEAPOLIS — Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Minneapolis will 
hold its annual refl ective service 

honoring the life and works of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on 
Monday, Jan. 16 at 6:45 p.m.

The event is free and open to the 
public. 

For more information, visit www.
calvarychurchmpls.org or call 
(612) 872-7855.

Robbinsdale Women’s 
Center to hold 
fundraising dinner

ROBBINSDALE — The Rob-
binsdale Women’s Center will hold 
its annual Fundraising Dinner on 
Friday, Feb. 24 at the Earle Brown 
Heritage Center. The event is titled 
“Will You GO With Us?” and refl ects 
the organization’s move to a more 
mobile-centered ministry.

Now affi liated with ICU Mobile, 
the Center aims to “go to rather 
than wait for women who are expe-
riencing an unwanted pregnancy, 
parking at key locations.”

For more information or to 
register for the event, visit www.
rwcinfo.org or call (763) 531-
9554 ext. 18.  
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COUNSELING

Henningson & Snoxell, Ltd.
Attorneys

(763) 560-5700 
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

Bachmann & Associates 
Professional Christian Counselors 

Serving Children, Adolescents & Adults

East Metro (651) 379-0444 
South Metro (952) 892-8495 

www.bachmanncounseling.com

Christian Recovery Counseling
Specializing in helping men, women and 

children find freedom from emotional, 
sexual and physical abuse.

Who comes to CRC?   

For information  
or an appointment please call 

(763) 566-0088, ext 114

Northland Counseling Services
Hal Baumchen, Psy.D., LP 

Individual, Marriage & Family Counseling 
Most insurances accepted

Chanhassen

(952) 974-3999
www.northlandcounseling.us

Tim Hanson 
“The HouseDoctor”

Tim (612) 221-0362

COUNSELINGATTORNEYS

GUTTER INSTALLATION

COUNSELING

For Appt:  651-528-7550

Michael Branchaud, M.A., LPC  

The tumultuous beginning of 
2011 was brought on by natural di-
sasters and political unrest. Massive 
blizzards, tornados, earthquakes 
and a tsunami rocked the world 
and the United States while pow-
erful regimes in the Middle East 
began crumbling in defeat to pro-
testors.

Congress begins session 
with renewed focus

When the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives launched the 112th 
session of Congress Jan. 6, 2011, it 
began with a recitation of the U.S. 
Constitution. It was—amazingly, to 
some—the fi rst time the document 
had ever been read in its entirety 
on the House fl oor.

In some ways this reading proved 
to be a metaphor for the year 2011, 
though of course it’s a metaphor 
that could be interpreted in at least 
two ways: Will 2011 be seen as a year 
in which the country returned to 
fi rst principles or one in which we 
discovered that such efforts were 
too little, too late?

Economic woes
Economic recovery remained the 

top story both in the news and in 
the minds of most Americans.

With less than an hour to go be-
fore a midnight deadline on April 
8, Washington’s top political lead-
ers announced a budget deal, avert-
ing the federal government’s fi rst 
shutdown in 15 years. Senate Dem-
ocrats and House Republicans had 
agreed to fund the government for 
the rest of the fi scal year while mak-
ing about $39 billion in additional 
spending cuts. 

But these cuts were not enough—
not by a long shot. By the year’s 
end, we had seen debt-ceiling fi ghts 
and the creation of a super-com-
mittee charged with making lasting 
cuts to the budget, which had bal-
looned in the past three years. The 
super-committee failed to reach 
an agreement on spending reduc-
tions, so automatic cuts imposed by 
the legislation to raise the debt ceil-
ing kicked in. 

Tragedy hits Arizona 
Congresswoman

On January 8, an assassin left six 
people dead and 14, including U.S. 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, wounded, 
in Tucson, Ariz. On this occasion, 
President Obama gave a speech 

that will likely 
be remembered 
long after his 
State of the 
Union Address 
is forgotten.

He began 
his speech with 
words of mourn-
ing and remem-
brance from 
the Psalms for 
the six people who lost their lives 
in the incident—Judge John Roll, 
Dorothy Morris, Phyllis Schneck, 
Dorwan Stoddard, Gabe Zimmer-
man and Christina Taylor Green. 
He then encouraged prayers for 
the quick recovery of the wounded. 

Obama also used Scripture to 
help address the national debate 
about the cause of the tragedy, say-
ing, “In the words of Job, ‘when I 
looked for light, then came dark-
ness.’ Bad things happen, and we 
must guard against simple explana-
tions in the aftermath.” 

During his 34-minute speech, 
the president asked Americans 
not to turn on each other, saying, 
“At a time when our discourse has 
become so sharply polarized—at a 
time when we are far too eager to 
lay the blame for all that ails the 
world at the feet of those who think 
differently than we do—it’s impor-
tant for us to pause for a moment 
and make sure that we are talking 
with each other in a way that heals, 
not a way that wounds.”  

Roe v. Wade 38 years later
Since 1973’s Roe v. Wade deci-

sion that legalized abortion, there 
have been over 50 million unborn 
children who have died. In the 
past nearly 39 years since January 
22, 1973, increases in scientifi c un-
derstanding of abortion and fetal 
development have brought about 
signifi cant changes in the abortion 
debate.

Support for the pro-life cause has 
continued to grow. The largest pro-
life congressional class since Roe v. 
Wade had just taken offi ce in the 
House, and state legislatures were 
passing scores of pro-life laws.

The pro-life movement needed 
its new political power in 2011. The 
maker of the Plan B morning-after 
pill asked the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) to allow girls 
as young as 11 to be able to buy it 
without a prescription. Girls who 

are younger than 17 current-
ly need a prescription. The 
morning-after pill is given to 
women within 72 hours of 
sexual intercourse to prevent 
pregnancy. The pill contains 
high concentrations of the 
hormones found in oral con-
traceptives and may cause an 
early abortion. The FDA ap-
proved the request. It took 
political pressure by pro-lifers 

to get the Obama Administration 
to override the FDA recommenda-
tion.

Pro-life Congressmen attempted 
to defund Planned Parenthood. 
That effort—which resulted in a 
vote on April 14—ultimately failed, 
but it did put every member of 
Congress on the record as being for 
or against the move. Life advocates 
are also calling on lawmakers to 
include four pro-life amendments 
in new spending bills. They would, 
in addition to defunding Planned 
Parenthood, reinstate the Mexico 
City Policy, which prevents federal 
funds from going to international 
groups that promote or perform 
abortions. They would also defund 
the U.N. Population Fund and stop 
government-funded abortions in 
Washington, D.C.

At the March for Life held in 
Washington, D.C., Jan. 22, Rep. 
Mike Pence, R-Ind., directed a 
word of caution to Congress and 
perhaps to his own Republican 
leadership: “Amidst these struggles 
some would have us focus on jobs 
and spending. Those who would 
ignore the battle of life have forgot-
ten history. . . . A nation that will 
not stand for life will not stand for 
long. You know there can be no 
lasting prosperity without a moral 
foundation in law.”  

 American missionaries killed
A Southern California couple 

who had logged more than 60,000 
nautical miles in their quest to 
deliver Bibles around the world 
were shot and killed February 22 
by Somali pirates who hijacked 
their yacht off the coast of Africa. A 
Washington state couple traveling 
with them was also gunned down.

Killed in the attack were Scott 
and Jean Adams from Marina Del 
Ray, Calif., and their friends Phyllis 
Macay and Robert Riggle of Seattle, 
Wash.

The Adams had been traveling 
the globe since 2004 distributing 
Bibles provided to them by the 
American Bible and International 
Bible societies. The mission state-
ment on their website had said 
their passion was to “allow the pow-
er of the Word to transform lives.” 

Storms, tornados, 
earthquakes and a tsunami

A series of snowstorms and bliz-
zards took their toll from the East 
Coast to the Midwest. New York City 
had the second snowiest month on 
record with 36 inches in January. 
The East Coast was hit with a mas-
sive blizzard at the beginning of 
February, shutting down cities from 
Chicago to Dallas. The storms left 
36 people dead and nearly $4 bil-
lion in damages. 

In March, a catastrophic 9.0 
earthquake hit Japan causing a 
crushing tsunami, which triggered 
a nuclear crisis, setting off radiation 
scares across the Pacifi c Ocean to 
the coast of California. The disaster 
left nearly 20,000 people dead or 
missing, according to the Japanese 
government, and more than $220 
billion in damage. 

At the end of April a series of 
powerful tornados broke out across 
the Northeast, South and Midwest 
leaving hundreds dead and injured. 

A month later a tornado, nearly 
three-quarters of a mile wide, de-
stroyed much of Joplin, Mo. It was 
the deadliest tornado in more than 
a half of a century.

An earthquake shook up Wash-
ington, D.C., on Aug. 23. It was the 
largest earthquake to hit the East 
Coast since 1944. The 5.8-magni-
tude quake with an epicenter locat-
ed only about 84 miles from Wash-
ington rattled thousands of workers 
out of their offi ce buildings. 

2011: The Year In Review

See 2011, next page

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
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Pro-life leader Lila Rose, who has 
made headlines for her undercover 
videos of Planned Parenthood 
abortion clinics, speaks in front of a 
D.C. Planned Parenthood clinic while 
calling for Congress to defund the 
organization.

Scott and Jean Adams

GROWING TREES PHOTOGRAPHY

A broken and battered stained glass 
window symbolized the destruction of 
the Stained Glass Theatre in the May 
22 tornado that hit Joplin, Mo.

Persecution rises 
around the world

Pakistan’s only cabinet-level 
Christian, who openly criticized 
his nation’s “blasphemy” laws, was 
assassinated March 2. Shahbaz 
Bhatti was the federal minister for 
minority affairs, who defended the 
rights of persecuted Christians in 
Pakistan. In an 
interview with 
BBC prior to 
his death, Bhatti 
had said he was 
“ready to die 
for a cause” as a 
Christian.

Voice of the 
Martyrs launched the “Call for 
Mercy Campaign” in an effort to 
raise awareness and petition the 
Pakistani government to release 
Asia Bibi from her prison cell. Bibi, 

Shahbaz Bhatti
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a 45-year-old mother, was convicted 
of blasphemy and sentenced to 
death by hanging. She has been im-
prisoned for more than two years. 

Punjab Governor Salman Taseer 
was killed after calling for a pardon 
for Bibi and changes to the blas-
phemy law in Pakistan. He was shot 
26 times by a bodyguard on Jan. 4. 

At least 12 people were killed 
and more than 200 were wounded 
when members of a conservative 
Muslim movement attacked two 
churches and surrounding Chris-
tian-owned homes and businesses 
in a poor section of Cairo on May 
7. Salifi s, a hard-line Islamic move-
ment with extremist tendencies, set 
fi re to one of the two church build-
ings, leaving most of it gutted. The 
event was one of several against 
Christians that came in the midst 
or aftermath of so-called “Arab 
Spring” uprisings.

Youcef Nadarkhani, an Iranian 
Christian pastor, who was arrested 
and sentenced to death by hang-
ing in 2010 for apostasy was dealt 
more setbacks in his appeals this 
past year. In June, the Iranian Su-
preme Court upheld his conviction 
for apostasy that came with a death 
sentence, but the court asked for 
a re-examination of Nadarkhani’s 
case to determine if he was a Mus-
lim before he converted to Christi-
anity at 19.

Civil uprisings followed in Egypt, 
Bahrain, Syria and Yemen. In Ye-
men, the prime minister was forced 
to resign. Major protests also oc-
curred in Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Mo-
rocco and Oman. In some of these 
countries, such as Jordan, the lead-
ers responded by moving toward 
Western-style reforms, but in Libya, 
civil war broke out.

By February, the events of the 
Arab Spring were beginning to melt 
Muammar Quaddafi  of Libya. In a 
rambling speech on state television 
on Feb. 24, the dictator blamed the 
infl uence of Osama bin Laden and 
hallucinogenic drugs for the rebel-
lion, which was fuelled mostly by 
young people. 

Ten days after mass protests be-
gan unfolding across the country, 
Muammar Qaddafi ’s grip on real-
ity wasn’t the only thing loosen-
ing: Opposition forces reportedly 
controlled large swaths of eastern 
Libya and were advancing toward 
the capital city of Tripoli. 

But the battle for the country 
wasn’t over: Qaddafi  had vowed to 
stay and “die as a martyr” before 
giving up control of the oil-rich na-
tion he had ruled for decades.

In the end, Qaddafi  did die, 
though hardly as a martyr, and 
Libya and other countries liberated 
by the Arab Spring have begun the 
long process of democratic reform, 
while the U.S. and many other 
Western countries hope that radical 
Islamist groups don’t use elections 
simply to replace one brand of des-
potism for another. 

Uncertain future in North Korea
The death of long-time dictator 

Kim Jong Il, the “Dear Leader” of 
one of the world’s most oppressive 
regimes increased anxiety through-
out the region, especially as the 
North test-fi red a missile Dec. 19 
over the East Sea. There are many 
unknowns surrounding his succes-
sor, youngest son Kim Jong Un. 
According to Open Doors there 
are an estimated 50,000 to 70,000 
Christians being held in North Ko-
rean prison camps where they face 
even more horrifi c treatment than 
other prisoners. 

Navy SEALS end decade mission
American military forces killed 

Osama bin Laden early May 2 in 
Pakistan, nearly a decade after ter-
rorist strikes he’d supervised re-
sulted in the deaths of nearly 3,000 
people in the deadliest day of at-
tacks against the United States on 
its own soil.

After avoiding capture for nearly 
10 years, bin Laden, 54, died at the 
hands of an elite U.S. military team 
in a fi refi ght at a heavily secured, 
northern Pakistani compound 
where he may have lived for as 
many as six years.

As the only head of Al-Qaida for 
more than two decades, bin Laden 
was the man most identifi ed with 
the 9/11 attacks. Al-Qaida mem-
bers on suicide missions took over 
four commercial airliners and 
fl ew two into the separate towers 
of the World Trade Center in New 
York City and one into the Penta-
gon. The fourth was fl own into the 
ground in Pennsylvania amid a pas-
senger uprising.

President Obama announced the 
killing of bin Laden in a late-night 
address to the country saying, “Jus-
tice has been done.” He said the 
death of the leader militant Islamic 
organization Al-Qaida “should be 
welcomed by all who believe in 
peace and human dignity.”

The U.S. team took bin Laden’s 
corpse to the aircraft carrier USS 
Carl Vinson. His body was buried at 
sea with a traditional Muslim burial 
ceremony according to the Depart-
ment of Defense.

2011…
Continued from page 13
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Youcef Nadarkhani, an Iranian 
Christian pastor, has been sentenced 
to death by hanging for apostasy.

During the re-examination, 
Nadarkhani was given three oppor-
tunities to recant his faith in order 
to have the charges rescinded but 
he refused. 

The court determined that 
Nadarkhani was a Muslim when he 
embraced Christianity since he was 
born in a Muslim family, and his 
case was referred to the ayatollah.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton issued a statement Dec. 
9 calling for Nadarkhani and sev-
eral other prisoners of conscience 
to be released “immediately and 
unconditionally.” The American 
Center for Law and Justice report-
ed Dec. 16 that the Iranian court 
had ordered any decision on Pas-
tor Nadarkhani to be delayed for 
at least four months. Meanwhile, a 
second organization that monitors 
religious freedom in the Middle 
East, known as Present Truth Minis-
tries, reported that the delay could 
last a year.

It is still unknown what role the 
Iranian Supreme Ayatollah Khame-
nei played in the decision. Nadark-
hani’s supporters had expected a 
decision in mid-December. It is re-
ported that Nadarkhani’s health is 
deteriorating. 

Political unrest in the Middle East
The Arab Spring, a wave of dem-

onstrations throughout the Arab 
world that has resulted in the over-
throw of at least three dictators, 
actually began in Tunisia in De-
cember of 2010. Tunisia’s so-called 
“Twitter Revolution” was fueled by 
social media and righteous indigna-
tion against the country’s repressive 
regime. 

Remembering 9/11
This year marked the 10-year 

anniversary of 9/11, and remem-
brances of the event dominated the 
news in early September, noting 
that the mastermind behind the 
tragedy was buried earlier in the 
year.

New 9/11 memorials were 
opened in time for the anniversary 
at Ground Zero and in Shanksville, 
Penn. where United Flight 93, the 
fourth airliner hijacked by Al-Qaida 
terrorists on 9/11, crashed. The 
new 2,220-acre Flight 93 National 
Memorial site includes a two-mile 
processional drive to a landscaped 
fi eld of honor. The fi eld will also be 
ringed by 40 groves of trees —one 
for each victim.

In the weeks leading up to the 
9/11 anniversary events, controver-
sy swirled around the fact that no 
clergy or prayers were part of the 
planning for the offi cial event at 
Ground Zero in New York. Despite 
the efforts to keep the 9/11 service 
free of religion, invited speakers 
read scriptures and prayed. Presi-
dent Obama read all of Psalm 46. 

Tebow mania
It’s no secret that Denver Bron-

cos quarterback Tim Tebow has 
used football as a platform for his 
faith and that it has everyone talk-
ing. He has become a household 
name. One Broncos fan even went 
so far as to create an Internet meme 
of “tebowing” which means, “to get 
down on a knee and start praying, 
even if everyone else around you 
is doing something completely dif-
ferent.” The gesture was named af-
ter Tebow, who often drops to one 
knee during his football games to 
give thanks to God. The Broncos 
quarterback is building a children’s 
hospital in the Philippines, where 
he was born, and last year gave away 
his entire $2.5 million signing bo-
nus to charities.

Denver Bronco’s quarterback Tim 
Tebow’s passionate faith and 
electrifying 4th quarter comebacks 
dominated not just the sports pages.

Hell and judgment day
A fi restorm lit up the evan-

gelical community when Rob 
Bell, former pastor of Mars Hill 
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
published his controversial book 
“Love Wins,” which topped The 
New York Times bestseller list. 
His book questioned traditional 
beliefs about hell. Many leaders 
criticized Bell’s book saying it em-
braced universalism and the no-
tion that Jesus is not the only way 
to salvation. 

Jumping into the debate, pas-
tor and bestselling author Francis 
Chan challenged the notion of 
hell and universalism with a new 
book “Erasing Hell: What God 
Said About Eternity and the Things 
We’ve Made Up.” In the book, 
Chan challenged the interpreta-
tion that hell is temporary and that 
a merciful God would not punish 



January 2012 • MINNESOTA CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 15www.christianexaminer.com

Providing comprehensive legal services.

Understanding Your Needs, Protecting Your Rights

763.560.5700
www.hennsnoxlaw.com

6900 Wedgwood Road, Suite 200, Maple Grove, MN 55311

 Adoptions
 Business Law
  Collections
 Commercial Litigation
 Corporate Law
 Custody
 Divorce
 Estate Planning

 Family Law
 Mediation
  Nonprofit Organizations
 Personal Injury
 Probate
 Real Estate
 Trusts
 Wills

non-believers for eternity. Chan 
said the seriousness of the sub-
ject matter mandated a need for 
humility in the debate. He also 
admitted in an interview with 
Relevant Magazine that Bell’s 
book had challenged him to go 
back to the Bible and reexam-
ine his views on hell. 

Failed end-time predictions 
from Harold Camping brought 
criticism, amusement and disillu-
sionment to many. Camping, 90, 
predicted that the world would 
end on May 21, 2011. When there 
was no rapture on May 21, he 
then claimed that the world was 
headed for a fi nal judgment day 
on October 21.

2011 wasn’t the fi rst time Camp-
ing had made such bold—and 
false—predictions. An earlier pre-
diction for the rapture to occur 
in 1994 also came and went unful-
fi lled.

After failing to predict Christ’s 
return, Camping admitted, after 
years of falsely misleading his fol-
lowers, that he was wrong and re-
gretted his erroneous teachings on 
the rapture.  

All shook up
So where is America in the year 

of our Lord 2011?
Duke University professor Mark 

Chaves says Americans are think-
ing less and less about religion. In 
“American Religion: Contemporary 
Trends,” Chaves uses data from 
four decades’ worth of General So-
cial Survey results and the National 
Congregations Study, which he di-
rects, to show how religious belief 
in the United States has experi-
enced a “softening.”

Chaves says this softening affects 
everything from whether people 
go to worship services regularly 
to whom they marry. He adds that 
congregations are shrinking and 
dissatisfaction with religious lead-
ers is growing.

Sociologist Bradley Wright re-
cently plotted survey data over the 
last 25 years that recorded what 
Americans say about the impor-
tance of religion in their lives. He 
discovered that the number of 
those who say it’s extremely impor-
tant has grown slightly, along with 
the number of those who say it’s 
not at all important. But the num-

Ken Curtis, 71, Jan. 3. Evangeli-
cal fi lmmaker and church histo-
rian, founder of Gateway Films/
Vision Video and Christian History 
magazine.

Salmaan Taseer, 65, Jan. 4. Paki-
stan provincial governor and hu-
man-rights advocate. Assassinated 
in Islamabad by his security guard 
opposed to his defense of a Chris-
tian woman accused of blasphemy 
and sentenced to death. 

Samuel Ericsson, 66, Jan. 
21. Lawyer who directed the 
4,500-member Christian Legal So-
ciety in the 1980s and later founded 
and headed Advocates Internation-
al, a large global network of lawyers 
championing religious freedom. 
He was lead counsel in the land-
mark California Supreme Court 
case in 1988 that closed the door to 
“clergy malpractice” claims and was 
a key architect of the federal Equal 
Access Act of 1984. 

Don Butler, 80, Feb. 3. Gospel 
singer, composer, talent agent, co-
founder in 1964 of the Gospel Mu-
sic Association, and TV producer 
for the GMA Dove Awards.

Bernard Nathanson, 84, Feb. 21. 
Former Manhattan obstetrician 
who presided over an estimated 
75,000 abortions (including his 
own child’s), then denounced the 
practice in 1979, authored the best-
seller Aborting America, directed and 
narrated the pro-life fi lms The Silent 
Scream and Eclipse of Reason, and as a 
former atheist found “peace” after 
converting to Catholicism in 1996. 

Shahbaz Bhatti, 42, March 2. 
Pakistani legislator, government 

Minister for Minorities, human-
rights advocate opposed to the 
country’s anti-Christian blasphemy 
law, and a Catholic who defended 
fellow Christians from the law’s 
abuses; gunned down in the streets 
by an Islamic group claiming he 
was a “known blasphemer.”

David Wilkerson, 79, April 27. 
Pentecostal evangelist who in 1959 
founded the well-known Brooklyn 
ministry to troubled teens Teen 
Challenge, author of the mega 
bestseller The Cross and the Switch-
blade (1963), and founder in 1987 
of Times Square Church in Man-
hattan, where he was senior pastor, 
preaching to 5,000 on Sundays un-
til retirement in 2010. 

Therman Austel, 83, May 29. He-
brew scholar, seminary professor, 
Bible translator, and editor of the 
Old Testament translation of the 
New American Standard Bible.

Paul Youngdahl, 73, June 20. 
Leader in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and long-time 
pastor of 13,000-member Mount 
Olivet Lutheran Church in Minne-
apolis, the ELCA’s largest congre-
gation.

John Stott, 90, July 27. London-
based Anglican preacher, writer, 
and one of the most infl uential 
fi gures in the formation of the 
evangelical movement in the 20th 
century, whose unwavering commit-
ment to the authority of Scripture 
and scholarly approach to exposit-
ing its message won the respect of 
generations of Christian university 
students across the globe, many of 
them nurtured by his best-known 
book, Basic Christianity. 

Robert P. Evans, 93, July 28. 
Navy chaplain wounded in World 
War II, evangelist and early leader 
in Youth for Christ, and founder 
and long-time director of Paris-
based Greater Europe Mission, also 
an organizer of Billy Graham’s his-
toric 1966 World Congress on Evan-
gelism in Berlin. 

David Barrett, 83, Aug. 4. Angli-
can-priest-turned-Baptist and mis-
sions researcher who focused on 
“unreached people groups,” and 
founding editor of the monumen-
tal World Christian Encyclopedia. 

Charles Kingsley Barrett, 94, 
Aug. 26. British New Testament 
scholar, author of Bible com-
mentaries, teacher, and Method-
ist minister whose opposition to 
a proposed Anglican-Methodist 
union in the 1960s gained him 
recognition. 

Jessy Dixon, 73, Sept. 26. Gos-
pel legend singer and songwriter 
who spent years with the Gaither 
Homecoming concerts. Dixon, who 
many credited with popularizing 
Gospel music, spent more than 50 
years in the industry, including an 
eight-year stint as the opening act 
for contemporary pop favorite Paul 
Simon.

Bil Keane, 89, Nov. 8. Father of 
fi ve and an artist who in 1960 cre-
ated “Family Circus,” a single-panel 
cartoon in a circle featuring tradi-
tional values and subtle humor as 
a mommy, daddy, and their four 
kids live out the warmth and joys 
of everyday family life. Son Jeff is 
continuing the hugely popular 
cartoon, syndicated in some 1,500 
newspapers. 

2011: From this life to the nextREVIEW…
Continued from last page

ber of people who said it was “some-
what” important dropped from 36 
percent to 22 percent in about 20 
years.

The Barna Group also saw a shift 
in the changing role of faith and 
Christianity in Americans. Accord-
ing to a recent survey, 41 percent of 
Americans were unable to identify 
any individual whom they consider 
to be an infl uential Christian. They 
also found that half of Americans 
believe that all people are eventu-
ally saved or accepted by God no 
matter what they do, while 40 per-
cent disagreed.

Despite that Americans seem a 
little shaky on their faith, Christian-
ity has grown into a global faith in 
the last century. According to Pew 
Research, Christianity is now prac-
ticed in large numbers on every 
continent, particularly Africa and 
Asia. Christianity still remains the 
world’s largest religion “by far” and 
has seen the number of adherents 
nearly quadruple in the last cen-
tury, according to Pew. However, its 
growth—as a portion of the popula-
tion—has not kept pace with world-
wide population. 

Where do we go from here
After a year of failed predictions 

we would be best to leave those 
out when looking ahead to 2012. 
This past year has been a diffi cult 
one—with economic failure, bro-
ken promises, downsizing, rising 
religious persecution and political 
unrest around the world. Perhaps 
we need a reminder: it is in these 
diffi cult times that God’s grace and 
favor meets us where we are, so it 
is prudent we keep our eyes and 
hearts focused upward as we enter 
a new year.

We do know that through these 
tumultuous times in our present 
world God has provided unprec-
edented opportunities to share the 
message of the Gospel.

“As evangelicals we are people of the 
good news, but may we also always be 
people of truth, worthy of the God of 
truth. God is true. God can be trusted in 
all situations. Have faith in God. Have 
no fear. Hold fast to truth. And may 
God be with us all.” — Os Guinness, 
senior fellow of the Oxford Centre 
for Christian Apologetics. 

The Year in Review was compiled 
by World News Service, with addi-
tional reporting from BP News and 
Christian Examiner staff.
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