
By Lori Arnold

EL SEGUNDO — Though raised 
in a Christian home and surround-
ed by positive role models, Rebekah 
Hellerman spent most of her teen-
age years acting out.

Her parents and pastor couldn’t 
have been prouder.

“When I was in high school my 

church was crazy, and they just let 
me start directing youth produc-
tions,” she said. “They would cancel 
their Sunday services and let us put 
on Christmas productions. It was a 
real amazing experience for me. I 
was 16, 17 years old and they let me 
direct these kids.”
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Eric Metaxas
Be a heroic dad

By Lori Arnold

OCEANSIDE — Jill Shankles 
holds on to an old prayer journal 
in which she inscribed prophetic 
words that the Lord gave to her 
about her soon-to-be husband: he 
would be an adventurer. 

“He’s always been an outdoors-
man—all things mountains, all 
things rivers, all things oceans,” 
she said. “I knew who I married.”

It was that knowledge that kept 
her emotions in check when a 
friend at church handed her 
his cell phone and said a deputy 
wanted to talk to her.

“That wasn’t a very good feel-
ing,” she said.

The deputy explained that her 
husband of four years, Ryan, and 
two friends from church went 
missing May 4 while trying to hike 
up Southern California’s highest 
peak, Mount San Gorgonio in the 
mountains of San Bernardino, 
where temperatures were in the 
20s. A full search was under way.

“I wasn’t scared when he was 
missing,” she said. “The Lord was 
very specifi c with me about not 
partnering with fear and about re-
ally demonstrating what it’s like to 
walk in faith and not show fear to 
anybody who is watching.”

Instead, she dropped to her 
knees.

“I knew they were going to fi nd 
Ryan,” she said. “I knew it in my 
spirit.” 

The men, Ryan, David Yoder 
and Miguel de la Torre, were do-
ing a practice run for upcoming 
expeditions to Half Dome in Yo-

Hikers attribute power of prayer 
to rescue after veering off trail

After three days of trying, the missing hikers from Grace Chapel of the Coast in Oceanside were fi nally able to light a 
fi re to keep warm. The fi re eventually caught the attention of rescuers.

In order to stay warm in 20-degree weather, the hikers slept underneath this 
Jesus is Lord banner, shown in a previous hiking trip. The men later cut the 
banner into strips to help fuel their campfi re.

By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Sometimes 
teaching children the ABCs or even 
the simple task of dot-to-dot can be 
a cumbersome process—even for 
Christian high school students try-
ing to learn how to approach life 
with a biblical worldview.

 “As a whole, it’s the exception 
that a young person really under-
stands biblical truth and can consis-
tently apply it to the way that they 
actually live,” said apologist Sean 
McDowell, who teaches and leads 
the Bible department at Capistrano 
Valley Christian Schools.

“It’s compartmentalized for their 
life,” he said of their views on faith. 
“That’s really the key, that we live 
in a culture that says when it comes 
to religion it’s a matter of prefer-
ence and it’s personal and it’s true 
for you, but not true for somebody 
else. So, as long as I have my reli-
gious faith, it’s fi ne for me, but I 
certainly don’t think it’s actually 
true (nor) should I try to persuade 
somebody else to adopt my ideas. 

McDowell addresses 
parental role in instilling 
a biblical worldview 

Apologist Sean McDowell, who 
teaches and leads the Bible 
department at Capistrano Valley 
Christian Schools, said parents and 
churches need to step up in order to 
train Christian children to have strong 
biblical worldviews.See WORLDVIEW, page 7
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The young actors of Haven Academy practice their moves behind stage. They are 
joined by one of the adult coaches.

Performing arts 
program cultivates 
character in youth
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By Russ Jones
Christian News Service

GREENVILLE, S.C. — An athe-
ist group recently attacked a small 
Christian school for teaching on 
creationism. What the atheist group 
intended for harm actually gave 
new life to the struggling school 
near Greenville, South Carolina.

Students, parents and faculty 
were informed in March that it was 
likely Blue Ridge Christian Acad-
emy, a private K4-12 school in Lan-
drum, would close its doors May 31 
due to fi nancial insolvency.  

But as a result of an atheist group, 
which posted a photo of a Quiz on 
Creation that had been given to the 
fourth grade class on its website, 
unexpected fi nancial donations 
fl ooded the school from all parts of 
the world. The post created massive 
media attention and attracted sym-
pathetic donors.

“The media attention has 
brought awareness of the school 
reaching from the upstate of South 
Carolina, throughout the U.S. and 
into over 70 countries around the 
world,” the school said in a news re-
lease. “Donations have been given 
ranging in amounts from one dol-
lar to $1,000.”

Dr. Ken Ham, founder of An-
swers in Genesis and the Creation 
Museum in Petersburg, Kentucky, 
reached out to the school when he 
learned the quiz was used from An-
swers in Genesis curriculum. Ham 
co-wrote an article with Mark Looy, 
COO of Answers in Genesis, that 
appeared as the lead article on the 
group’s website that also gave a 

Christian school comes under 
attack for teaching creationism

boost to the school’s cause.
“The atheists are becoming very 

aggressive in this culture and be-
coming very anti-Christian,” Ham 
said. “They really went after this 
school in a vicious and vile way. It 
is incredible to see the reaction to 
this science quiz that was given to 
eight students. Of course, the athe-
ists got upset because the teacher 
taught biblical creation.”

Items on the “True or False” quiz 
included questions like “The earth 
is billions of years old,” “Dinosaurs 
lived millions of years ago” and 
“God made dinosaurs on the sixth 
day.”

The academy is working to raise 
$200,000 in order to maintain a 
budget that allows the school to 
move forward into the 2013-14 
school year.

Ham said what atheists are really 
advocating is that parents shouldn’t 
be allowed to determine what their 
children are taught.

“Others like them, these intoler-
ant atheists, (want to) be the ones 
to teach the kids and tell them what 
to believe,” Ham said.

Academy offi cials said the school 
does not receive tax vouchers from 
the government and that approxi-
mately 45 percent of the students 
receive fi nancial aid. Private donors 
fund their scholarships.

“It is unmistakable that our cul-
ture greatly needs well-equipped 
warriors for Christ,” said Diana 
Baker, administrator at the acade-
my. “Even though the attack on the 
school was meant to be harmful, 
God has used it to provide affi rma-
tion regarding the importance of 
our work. We are hopeful that the 
recent unexpected interest in our 
school and in Christian education 
will provide support for a future for 
BRCA.”

The school has not determined if 
it has raised enough money to stay 
open. 

Answers in Genesis founder Ken Ham stands by the entrance sign for Blue Ridge 
Christian Academy. The school came under fi re from atheists upset over its 
teaching of biblical creationism.
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semite in June and a fall climb on 
Mount Kilimanjaro, which at 19,341 
feet is the world’s tallest mountain. 

The climbs are an outreach of 
Aiding Children’s Villages, a min-
istry the Shankles launched to pro-
vide housing for orphans. In addi-
tion to a fundraising tool for the 
orphans, Ryan Shankles uses the ex-
cursions as a disciple opportunity.

 The trio, from Grace Chapel of the 
Coast in Oceanside, was having a mostly 
uneventful hike when snow chutes 
began to encroach on the hiking trails. 
Shankles, a seasoned outdoorsman, 
led the men off the trail to get around 
the slippery patches. Eventually they 
ended up on the wrong trail and turned 
back. Shankles soon noticed the sur-
roundings were unfamiliar. Darkness 
approached.

“It was an impasse,” he said.
Following along the river 

Shankles discovered a piece from 
a red Mylar balloon. Thinking it 
might attract rescuers, he put it in 
his pocket. Seeing a ravine, they fol-
lowed it to a meadow where they 
hunkered down for the evening. 
In order to sleep, they covered 
their upper torso and head with a 
large banner with the words “Jesus 
is Lord.” Like his Swiss Army knife, 
compass, map and water, the ban-
ner had become mandatory gear. 

“We take that banner to the 
mountains when we hike there and 
to proclaim that banner over that 
mountain and pray,” Shankles said.

Elusive fl ame
After a frigid night that kept 

Shankles from sleep, the group con-
tinued to follow the river in hopes 
of fi nding a way back to the main 
trail. As they began to lose sun for 
the second day, they searched for 
an elevated location away from bear 
scat and that provided a look out 
for rescue teams. 

By the afternoon they stumbled 
upon the perfect site to settle in.

“It was an awesome place,” he 
said. “There were these three mas-
sive rocks, and they had three walls. 
… We were able to build a great 
cave with the oak tree branches and 
a bunch of pine.” 

They tried repeatedly to light a 
fi re, to no avail.

They spooned together overnight 
to keep warm.

By the third morning, aware a 
storm was approaching, they stayed 

put and focused on again trying to 
light a fi re for warmth—and as a 
signal for rescuers. 

“We needed to stop,” Shakles 
said. “We needed to pray.”

After spending time in prayer 
they began gathering kindling, try-
ing every method they could think 
of to create a spark. 

“It was never hot enough,” he 
said. “We never got a window of 
where the sun would come out. 
The clouds were always covering it.”

They continued to ask God for 
intervention.

“That’s all we did,” the hiker said. 
“We prayed for fi re.”
Clouds part

By late afternoon, Shankles de-

By Lori Arnold

OCEANSIDE — As Jill Shankles 
prayed for her missing husband, 
Ryan, the camera from local NBC 
affi liate KNSD rolled tape. The 
news crew and several others were 
covering a North County prayer 
vigil in honor of three Oceanside 
men lost in the mountains of San 
Bernardino.

The cameras were also there 
the next morning when the hik-
ers were found after helicopters 
spotted their daytime fi re. The 
tape was still rolling as the hik-
ers talked about the rescue, their 
faith Christ and how they used a 
Jesus is Lord banner to stay warm.

Print and web stories carried 
the photo of the Jesus is Lord ban-
ner from an earlier expedition, 
and in some news articles ”Jesus is 
Lord” was featured in headlines. 
Local TV stations featured their 
story, complete with references to 
Jesus, at the top of the their news-
casts.

“I was happy to see that they 
didn’t edit out Jesus,” said Ron 
Ohst, pastor of Grace Chapel 
of the Coast, where the men are 
members. “They left the prayer 
meeting intact. I think they did 
a fair job of reporting everything 
that was going on.”

All of the interest in the hikers 

prompted the church to host a 
celebration gathering on May 9, 
two days after the rescue. They 
also opened up the Sunday wor-
ship service to let the men share 
their testimonies.

“We’re doing whatever we can 
to get people who might be in-
terested in the story to come and 
hear the story,” Ohst said. “Out 
of that it’s an easy jump to the 
God who seeks and saves the lost. 
There are also the stories that 
we will never hear of people at 
the water cooler. They will have 
one opportunity after another to 
share the gospel out of it.”

While the incident provided a 
great avenue for evangelism, Ohst 
said it was also a good bonding ex-
perience for the church.

“We just operated the way we 
always operate,” the pastor said. 
“We take our struggles, our tri-
als, our fears to the Lord and to 
His Word, and lean heavily on 
the Word and pray according to 
the promises. We try to stay out of 
fear and in faith and trusting the 
sovereignty of God all through it.”

He said living out trials and 
struggles with one another can 
become a practical reminder to 
rely on the Lord.

“If He does a miracle, He’s 
there with us,” Ohst said. “If He 
doesn’t give a miracle and then 

just gives us the strength to go 
through a diffi cult time, He’s with 
us. Either way, we win.”

Jill Shankels said she was also 
awed by how quickly the story 
spread as offers of prayer came in 
from across the globe. Even more 
so, she said she was blessed at how 
open the media was in covering 
their faith.

“I’m like, ‘Jesus is getting head-
lines,” she said. “I was really happy 
that even in the midst of it God 
was being glorifi ed.”

Several days after his rescue, 
Ryan Shankels was still trying to 
sift through all of the emails, calls 
and texts that were sent on his 
behalf, stunned that their ordeal 
generated so much publicity. 

“I’m blown away by how much 
the name of Jesus has been in oth-
er articles,” he said. “It was really 
amazing to see how much expo-
sure Jesus’ name got.

“It’s like you have to go through 
a trial to see your faith increase. 
The most important thing is we 
want the name of Jesus to be glo-
rifi ed, and that’s what we’ve seen 
here.”

As long as there is media inter-
est, the Shankles said they will 
gladly share their testimony, but 
on their terms.

“We are not going to fi lter it,” 
he said.

Jesus front and center 
in lost hiker coverage 

HIKERS…
Continued from page 1

cided to collect the resin powder 
left behind from their previous at-
tempts at generating a spark. He 
added soft leaves and kindling to 
the mix. Still no go.

“All day we weren’t having suc-
cess,” he said.

He remembered the piece of My-
lar and pulled it from his pocket, 
bundling all the kindling inside 
into the shape of a bird’s nest.

“I said, ‘David, We need 15 min-
utes of sun, we need to pray.’ This 
was at 3 o’clock, so we’re thinking 
the hot spot is already over us, and 
then there it was. This big huge 
cloud lifted.”

Using a small magnifying glass 

from one of their army knives, 
small wafts of smoke lifted up, 
but the pile still refused to ignite. 
Shankles looked up to see another 
mammoth cloud moving in, threat-
ening to close their window on the 
sun’s light.

In a fl ash, Shankles remem-
bered a tip he saw on a episode of 
the Discovery Channels “Man vs. 
Wild” program. Host Bear Grylls 
told viewers when facing a stub-
born fi re start, ball the materials in 
your hands and keep blowing until 
it sparks.

“Bam, it combusted …  It was 
one of the most amazing things to 
see all of our faith (at work). We 
just went, ‘We have fi re. We have 
a signal. Oh, we have warmth.’ It 
was amazing,” Shankles said. “It was 
one of the best miracles ever.”

Exuberated, the men felt sure 
the smoke would lead to their res-
cue the following day.

“We were on a pretty good high,” 
he said. “We were getting warm, 
and we hear a helicopter and it’s 
coming up the ravine toward us.”

In an unrehearsed dance, the 
three men began tossing pine nee-
dles and branches on the fi re to 
draw pilot’s attention. Just as fast as 
they heard the propeller approach, 
it dissipated as the chopper—remi-
niscent of a Hollywood script—

passed by.
“We just looked at each other,” 

he said. “It was a tough time be-
cause we were just like ‘OK, that 
was brutal. That was it.’ But then 
the Word came, ‘Hey, they’re look-
ing for us. That’s great. They’re go-
ing to come back. We linked up to 
that. The fact is you don’t want to 
stay in the negative.”

Intense prayer
Back at the Oceanside church, 

members gathered for a Monday 
night prayer vigil. Among them was 
Jill Shankles, who joined up with 
them after interceding there all 
day.

“We prayed for them to have re-
ally creative ideas to get themselves 
out of binds,” she said. “We prayed 
for them to be invisible to the en-
emy. We prayed for animals not to 
smell them or see them. We prayed 
for them to have faith like they 
never had before. We prayed for so 
many things.”

Even as their church prayed to-
gether, Shankles, Yoder and de 
la Torre tried to stay upbeat, but 
their third night in the wilderness 
brought weariness. They cut pieces 
of the Jesus is Lord banner and 
threw it on the fi re to keep it going.

 “That was the night that we were 
probably the lowest,” Shankles said. 
“We missed the copter. Our faith 
was low even though we had fi re be-
cause it was just cold. We couldn’t 
sleep. All you could do was stand 
next to the fi re and to continue to 
turn around to stay warm.”

They clung to visions of the next 
day and their plan to build a bigger 
fi re to draw rescuers to them. By 
the next morning determination 
took hold.

“We said ‘Lord, send them down 
this way, down the river toward us,” 
he said. “We’re ready, we’ve pre-
pared, we’ve done our works and 
we’re going to have faith. 

“It was so neat. About 10:15 you 
hear ’em bouncing off the ravine 
coming towards you, and when 
you could see them, we just threw 
a bunch of huge pine on that fi re. 
You couldn’t miss it. It was a massive 
plume. He slowed down towards us, 
did a little loop and started talking 
to us. And it was ‘Hallelujah.’”

Since his May 7 rescue, Shankles 
said most people want to know how 
the experience has shaped his faith.

“What came out of it was our 
faith was tremendously increased,” 
Shankles said. “That was so worth it. 
It was so neat to have that experi-
ence.

“(There is) a certain amount 
of faith that is given to us, and in 
order to have more you do have 
to go through a trial. There’s just 
no doubt about it. We see it in the 
Bible over and over where they go 
through these trials and they come 
out in the Hall of Faith. I was just 
glad to be a part of (it), to see peo-
ple pull together in prayer.”

For more information on the 
orphan ministry, visit www.aiding-
childrensvillages.org.

Two of the three hikers lost in the San Bernardino mountains search for kindling to ignite a fi re. The trio tried to light a fi re 
for three days before fi nally having success using a mylar balloon and the sun as a heat source.
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Most people defi ne 
courage by extraordi-
nary acts of heroism, 
but being a good father 
takes real courage.

When was the last 
time you saw the media 
portray a strong father, 
maybe even a Christian 
dad, in a positive light? 
You’re far more likely 
to see dads shown as 
clueless, rigid, or the butt of constant 
jokes. The unspoken assumption in 
fi lm, on TV, and in the culture, is that 
fathers are expendable. But statistics 
tell another story, and it’s no laugh-
ing matter.

According to the National Father-
hood Initiative: “Children in father-
absent homes are almost four times 
more likely to be poor. Children born 
to single mothers show higher levels 
of aggressive behavior than children 
born to married mothers.

 “Infant mortality rates are 1.8 
times higher for infants of unmarried 
mothers than for married mothers.” 
Being raised without a dad “raises the 

risk of teen pregnancy, 
marrying with less than 
a high school degree, 
and forming a marriage 
where both partners 
have less than a high 
school degree. There is 
signifi cantly more drug 
use among children who 
do not live with both 
their mother and father.”

Yikes!
And our old friend Chuck Col-

son saw the big difference that 
good fathers make. “Our prison sys-
tems are full of people who never 
had the example of a courageous 
father—or any father at all,” Chuck 
said. “Over 70 percent of long-term 
prison inmates come from broken 
homes, and young men raised in 
fatherless households are at least 
twice as likely to be incarcerated as 
those from intact families.”

So there’s a lot of research showing 
that dads are absolutely indispensable. 
We get that. And yet, because of busy-
ness, cultural pressures brought to 
bear on our kids, and other factors, 

even Christian dads struggle with be-
ing present and engaged with their 
families. Too often we dads struggle 
to lead in our homes and provide a 
godly example.

It’s not that we’re unwilling; some of 
us just don’t know how to get started. 
Which is why I’m thrilled to tell you 
about a strategic new initiative to help 
dads across America on Father’s Day 
weekend in June.

Last November, over sixty key 
fathering leaders, infl uencers and 
pastors came together at an event 
called The Fatherhood CoMission 
Summit in Rome, Georgia. They 
strategized and prayed about how 
to help churches assist fathers in 
their divinely ordained role.

What came out of this gathering 

was the “Courageous Dads Simul-
cast.” This encouraging, fun, and 
instructive 90-minute program fea-
tures quality speakers such as Den-
nis Rainey, Stephen and Alex Ken-
drick, comedian Michael Jr., and a 
host of pro athletes and recording 
artists.

The 90-minute simulcast will air 
Friday, June 14. There’s still time 
for you to get your church or men’s 
group—or even just yourself—
signed up.

 “Courageous Dads: Stepping up 
to Heroic Fatherhood” will engage, 
encourage, and edify those of us 
who are fathers; equip churches to 
champion the cause of fatherhood; 
and instill a vision for what Father’s 
Day should be in our homes and 

churches. And it’s not expensive, 
either. The Courageous Dads Si-
mulcast is a joint ministry of Prison 
Fellowship and the Colson Center, 
The Fatherhood Commission, Life-
way, Focus on the Family, the Na-
tional Hispanic Christian Leaders 
Conference, and many more.

Our kids, our families, our com-
munities, and our nation need 
good dads, and the Courageous 
Dads Simulcast is a great way to en-
courage dads in your church and to 
engage your community with our 
Heavenly Father’s love.

© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Metax-
as is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a 
radio commentary, formerly featur-
ing the late Chuck Colson.

There’s the story of a woman 
with fi ve kids who was asked if she 
had to do it all over again would she 
have fi ve children?

“Yes,” she said, “just not these 
fi ve.”

That’s the way I feel about the im-
migration “reform” bill introduced 
by the Senate’s bipartisan “Gang of 
8.” I’m all for an immigration bill, 
just not this immigration bill -- at 
least in its present form.

One of the “gang” members, 
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL.), indicat-
ed the bill has problems that need 
fi xing when he said in a recent in-
terview: “Let’s try to fi x it. Let’s try 
to change it, but to just say let’s de-
feat the whole thing; I don’t think 
that’s a productive approach either. 
I think this is a starting point that 
obviously we can and should im-
prove.”

There is much to improve, 
maybe too much. The Daily Caller 
read through all 844 pages of the 
pending bill and found it contains 

“roughly 400 exemp-
tions, exceptions, 
waivers, determina-
tions and grants of dis-
cretion.” In fact, the 
Caller found, “The 
document mentions 
‘discretion’ or ‘discre-
tionary’ 41 times ... 
‘judge’ or ‘judges’ 73 
times ... determines is 
used 84 times.” This 
bill has more holes in it than a Tex-
as border fence.

Responding to a report by 
Ronald Mortensen, a fellow at 
the Center for Immigration Stud-
ies, which analyzed the Senate 
proposal, the center’s executive 
director, Mark Krikorian, offered, 
“Illegal aliens will be rewarded for 
breaking laws for which American 
citizens are routinely punished.” 
He cites as one example the use of 
a fraudulent Social Security card, 
which, he says, would cause an 
American citizen to face up to 10 

years in prison and a 
$250,000 fi ne, but, he 
says, “...under this bill 
the illegal alien would 
face a $1,000 penalty 
covering all his many 
offenses, a penalty 
which in many cases 
will be waived.” Ac-
cording to Krikorian, 
the individual would 
then be “issued a new 

Social Security number without any 
past bad credit or arrest records.” 
What’s with all the preferential 
treatment?

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL.), a 
member of the Gang of 8, said in a 
statement to Breitbart News, “The 
Gang of 8 made a promise that il-
legal immigrants will not be able to 
access public benefi ts. We already 
know that, once granted green 
cards and ultimately citizenship, il-
legal immigrants will be able to ac-
cess all public benefi t programs at 
a great cost to taxpayers. We have, 

however, identifi ed a number of 
loopholes that would allow illegal 
immigrants to draw public benefi ts 
even sooner than advertised.” Sen. 
Jeff Flake (R-AR.) disagrees. So let’s 
close up the loopholes and debate 
it on the Senate fl oor.

Additional public benefi ts for 
illegal immigrants should not be 
seen as far-fetched, given a Boston 
Herald report about the family 
of the accused Boston Marathon 
bombers, whose residency may 
have been legal, but whose behav-
ior was not: “The Tsarnaev family, 
including the suspected terrorists 
and their parents, benefi ted from 
more than $100,000 in taxpayer-
funded assistance -- a bonanza 
ranging from cash and food stamps 
to Section 8 housing from 2002 to 
2012.” These were able-bodied peo-
ple. Why did they receive benefi ts? 
What loophole did the Tsarnaev 
family slip through?

Attorney General Eric Holder 
has taken the issue of breaking the 

law to new depths. In an April 24 
speech to the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Holder said that creating a 
“pathway to earned citizenship” is a 
“civil right.” If that’s so, why deny 
anyone from coming to America, 
even from nations that breed ter-
rorists?

As it stands, the bill is unlikely to 
pass. That’s why Sen. Rubio is right 
about the need to fi x it. If he were 
to introduce an amendment to ban 
an illegal from voting for 10 years, 
we might see Democratic support 
for the measure quickly fade. The 
Democratic Party appears interest-
ed in “importing” new Democratic 
voters. Illegal immigrants know 
this, which leads many of them to 
believe that even if they break the 
law to get here, they have a “right” 
to become American citizens. I 
don’t think so, do you?

© 2013 Tribune Media Services, 
Inc. 

Cal Thomas

Eric Metaxas

Immigration deformed: New bill is fl awed

Initiative stresses how to be a heroic dad

Christian support for gay marriage
It has been fi ve years since California 

passed Proposition 8. During this pe-
riod, the Christian print and broadcast 
media often claim it was passed by an 
“overwhelming margin.”

This perplexes me. Proposition 8 
passed 52 “yes”  to 48 “no.” That is 
hardly overwhelming. It is, in real-
ity, a razor thin margin. I was grate-
ful that the “yes” vote prevailed, but 
I had hoped it would have been 
by a much larger margin. I would 
think the only voters expected to 
vote “no” on Proposition 8 should 
have been members of the homo-
sexual community. In that circum-
stance, the “yes” vote would have 
been, indeed, overwhelming, by at 
least a 25 point margin.

I can speculate two conclusions 
from this: Either a lot of Christians 
are in favor of “gay marriage” or 

Christians aren’t really a big major-
ity at the ballot box. This saddens 
me and, clearly, neither scenario 
is something the Christian media 
wants to admit.

Mike Allred
Norco, Calif.

People need tips on reading Bible
An article about the state of Bi-

ble reading in America (May 2012) 
posed the question that if 88 per-
cent of households own a Bible 
and 61 percent wish they read it 
more, why don’t people read the 
Bible?  The answer might rest with 
these observations:

Many people have a venerable 
King James Bible—and when thou 
readest thy King James, wottest 
thou what thou readest?    

And they don’t know how. If 
you open it up at the beginning, 

it’s a long slog till you hear Jesus 
say, “Come to me, you that labor 
and are heavily burdened.” If the 
rape of Dinah doesn’t discourage 
your Bible reading, you’ve still got 
more than a full “book” between 
you and “love your neighbor.”  

Tell people that the New Testament 
is the covenant that’s offered to them. 
Tell them to start with John (or, if they 
need the basic story, Luke—not to diss 
the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 
5 to 7, but Luke hits the Christmas story 
with the shepherds). Tell them the old 
proverb, “A chapter a day keeps the 
devil away. 

The American Bible Society says 
a chapter a day takes fi ve minutes. 
If you pause to ponder, it takes a bit 
more, but a feasible effort is indeed 
possible and fruitful.

Bob Keller
Hemet, Calif.
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By Lori Arnold

SAN DIEGO — Revelations 
that the Internal Revenue Service 
singled out conservative groups 
for extra scrutiny for audits and 
nonprofi t status requests may have 
prompted congressional hearings 
and the exit of two high-ranking 
agency offi cials, but church leaders 
and religious freedom attorneys say 
the practice is not new.

“The public is getting a taste of 
what churches have been subjected 
to for the last 59 years under the 
regime of the Johnson Amend-
ment,” said Erik Stanley, senior le-
gal counsel for Alliance Defending 
Freedom, a national network of at-
torneys who specialize in religious 
freedom cases.

The Johnson Amendment, en-
acted by Congress in 1954, was add-
ed to the tax code after then-Sen. 
Lyndon B. Johnson became irate 
that several business owners used 
their nonprofi t status to campaign 
against him. The policy limits what 
pastors can say from the pulpit, 
including a ban of candidate en-
dorsements.

“Since that time the IRS has es-
sentially been intruding into the 
sermons of pastors and telling 
pastors what they can and cannot 
say from the pulpit,” Stanley said. 
“You cannot get any more intru-
sive than that. This is not new to 
churches. Churches have operated 
under the cloud of intimidation 
for 59 years now. I think if there 
are some changes as a result of this 
IRS scandal—which there defi nite-
ly should be— then they need to 
make changes to protect churches 
as well.”

Believing that the law violates 
the U.S. Constitution, ADF in 2008 
launched Pulpit Freedom Sunday. 
The annual campaign asks pastors 
across the country to boldly preach 

on political issues, record their ser-
mons and send them to the IRS in 
hopes of getting them to act on the 
amendment. Last year’s event in-
volved at least 1,500 pastors.

“Our message to pastors since we 
started this in 2008 is that no pastor 
should ever fear the IRS when they 
stand in their pulpit to deliver a ser-
mon,” Stanley said. “Really the only 
way to deal with the atmosphere of 
fear and intimidation is to call the 
IRS on it. Hopefully then we can 
litigate the issue in court and have 
a federal court decide if that’s un-
constitutional. We believe that it is.”

Although normally scheduled 
for the fall, ADF moved the date 
up to June 9 so that pastors could 
preach on traditional marriage in 
advance of two pending same-sex 
marriage cases before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. The high court is ex-
pected to issue its ruling on both of 
them—Proposition 8 and the feder-
al Defense of Marriage Act—before 
recessing at the end of June.

“We did move it so it would be 
in the midst of the marriage cases 
that are going on because, before 
the Supreme Court has its say on 
the defi nition of marriage for our 
country, America’s pastors must 
have their say on what God says 
about the defi nition of marriage,” 
the attorney said.

By moving up the date, the event 
unwittingly landed right in the mid-
dle of the IRS scandal.

“I think the scandal at the IRS 
just highlights everything and 
brings a real sense of urgency to 
Pulpit Freedom Sunday that was 
much needed,” Stanley said. “I’m 
hoping that it really does allow pas-
tors to take a hard look at this and 
understand that now is the time to 
stand.”

Standing for truth
Chris Clark, pastor at East Claire-

mont Southern Baptist Church, 
said he hopes the IRS scandal will 
prompt even more pastors to par-
ticipate in the campaign.

“When you have truth on your 
side, the truth is going to win out,” 
Clark said. “Even if it doesn’t in the 
short run, the God we serve is go-
ing to make sure that justice will 
prevail and it will win out. What 
He requires of us is to be obedi-
ent, and being obedient for pastors 
means to preach the full counsel of 
God. I think, based on that, we can 
look at the IRS and instead of run-
ning from the lion, run right to the 
roar.”

He said the news coverage expos-
ing the IRS’s actions only serves to 
underscore what he calls a policy of 
“bullying and fear.”

“It’s obvious to those looking at 
this that their tactics are not only 
wrong, but they are illegal,” he said. 
“They were using it as a big club of 
intimidation to churches to silence 
them. Right from the get-go that 
was wrong, and that’s what we’ve 
been contending all along, and 
makes up the basis of Pulpit Free-
dom Sunday.”

Stanley said the recent develop-
ments with the IRS are a good dem-
onstration of the dangers of mis-
placed power.

“The IRS has too much discre-
tionary authority that, in the hands 
of the wrong public offi cials, that 
authority can be abused,” he said.

“What’s happening with the 
Tea Party groups and other pro-
life groups, it’s surprising, it’s 
shocking, it should concern all of 
us because it’s unconstitutional, 
but its no different than what has 
been happening to churches the 
last 59 years.”

For more information, visit www.
speakupmovement.org/pulpitfree-
dom.

Lawyer: IRS scandal validates 
claims by Pulpit Sunday sponsors

By Lori Arnold

SACRAMENTO — Two bills that 
would lessen training and building 
requirements pertaining to abortion 
are posed to pass the Assembly before 
heading to the Senate.

The fi rst, Assembly Bill 154, au-
thored by Toni Atkins, (D-San Diego), 
would eliminate existing law requiring 
that surgical abortions be performed 
by physicians and surgeons. Instead, 
under Atkins’ proposal, nurse practi-
tioners, physician assistants and nurse 
practitioners would be allowed to 
perform the procedures.

The bill mirrors a similar one 
introduced last year by another San 
Diego representative, former state 
Sen. Christine Kehoe. Advocates for 
the bill maintain the lower standards 
are needed to improve access in rural 
areas of the state.

Pro-life supporters argue that reduc-
ing the skill level required for abortions 
is counter to the pro-choice pledge that 
abortion should be safe, legal and rare.

“Planned Parenthood, one of AB 
154’s sponsors, holds that access to 
abortion is a ‘critical public health 
issue,’” said Penny Harrington, legisla-
tive analyst for Concerned Women for 
America of California. “We contend 
that allowing non-physicians to super-
vise medical abortions and perform 
aspiration abortions presents a criti-
cal public health issue as well, but for 
the reason that such a policy reduces 
patient safety.”

Harrington said despite claims to 

the contrary, abortions, including those 
prompted by Morning After pills, have 
signifi cant side effects. 

“Abortion carries the potential for 
serious complications, and there is no 
need to increase the risk to patients 
for an elective procedure that is not 
based on health, especially in a state 
where, according to the Guttmacher 
Institute, a mere 1 percent of women 
live in a county where there is no abor-
tion provider.”

Placing convenience over safety, she 
added, is inherently dangerous.

“The need for a very small number 
of women to potentially have to travel 
across a county line in order to obtain 
an elective procedure hardly seems 
worth the general risk to women’s 
safety,” the analyst said. “Of course, 
any policy intended to increase the 
number of abortions means the loss 
of more precious pre-born lives. We 

are working toward and praying for 
this bill’s failure.”

As of May 17, the bill had already 
passed two Assembly committees and 
was being held in the Appropriations 
Committee. 

A companion bill AB 980, (Richard 
Pan, D-Sacramento), would lessen the 
building requirements for abortion 
clinics by reclassifying them as “primary 
care clinics,” essentially designating 
them in the same category as minor 
health treatments and vaccinations. 

“For medical abortions, there is no 
difference between taking a pill for a 
cold or taking one to induce an abor-
tion,” Beth Parker, chief legal counsel 
for Planned Parenthood Affi liates of 
California, wrote in her analysis sup-
porting AB 980.

That bill passed the Assembly Ap-
propriations Committee on May 15 
on a 12-5 vote.

Abortion bills close to Assembly passage

AGOURA HILLS — A Southern 
California hotel has honored dis-
ability advocate Joni Eareckson 
Tada by dedicating one of its ADA 
compliant suites in her honor.

More than 20 years ago Tada, 
a quadriplegic since a diving ac-
cident at age 17, served on the 
National Council on Disability 
and helped draft national legisla-
tion known as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

As a result, the Sheraton Agou-
ra Hills, located adjacent to the 
Joni and Friends International 
Disability Center, created the 
suite featuring some of Tada’s 
own artwork. Tada took up art 
as part of her rehabilitation, 
learning to paint with a brush 
between her teeth and began to 
share her story as an encourage-
ment to others with disabilities. 
She founded her Joni and Friends 
ministry in 1979 as an outreach 
to the disability community.

“I am humbled that they would 
choose to dedicate a suite in my 
name, Tada said. “The honor 
truly goes to the entire Joni and 
Friends staff who serve every day 
to help share the hope of the 
gospel with those with disabilities 
and their families.”

In announcing the suite and 
its artistic touches, hotel offi -

cials called Tada “a remarkably 
talented woman.”

“The Sheraton Agoura Hills 
Hotel is proud to be in compli-
ance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act by providing 
accessible suites for our guests 
with disabilities,” the statement 
continued. 

A dedication ceremony for the 
room was held April 29.

Although the ministry was 
established in 1979, the ministry 
was able to further expand its 
outreach in 2006 with the open-
ing of the disability center.

The 33,700-square-foot center 
serves as a training facility and 
communications center. It also 
houses the Christian Institute 
on Disability and a Policy Center 
which advocates for a biblical 
worldview in matters affecting 
such life issues as stem cell re-
search and euthanasia.

The center also offers a prayer 
chapel and refl ection pool and 
houses a studio to broadcast 
Tada’s daily radio show.

In addition to the center’s 
headquarters, the ministry also 
operates 21 additional offi ces 
across the state. 

For more information on the min-
istry, visit www.joniandfriends.org.

PHOTO BY MIKE YUEN

Joni Eareckson Tada, founder of Joni and Friends, inspects the new ADA-
compliant hotel suite at the Sheraton Agoura Hills. The hotel dedicated the suite 
in Tada’s honor in April. Tada’s Joni and Friends International Disability Center is 
adjacent to the hotel, which hosts 1,500 visitors annually on scheduled tours.

Hotel dedicates ADA 
suite in Tada’s honor
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By Sean McDowell

Brett Kunkle from Stand to Reason 
recently took me and 22 of my high 
school seniors, for an experience 
that was, in the eyes of many, irre-
sponsible, risky and even dangerous. 
So, what did we do? We rented four 
Suburbans and went on a road trip 
to U.C. Berkeley—the top public 
university in the country known for 

being extremely liberal and radical—
and invited leading atheists to make 
presentations to our group. The 
presenters included Mark Thomas, 
president of the Atheists of San Fran-
cisco, David Fitzgerald, president of 
the Atheists of Silicon Valley, as well 
as a former Episcopal priest who is 
now a homosexual activist and a non-
religious group from U.C. Berkeley 
called SANE. (Students for a Non-
Religious Ethos).

While I have been on many mis-
sion trips, spoken at many camps 
and retreats and been to quite a few 

conferences, this was by far the most 
signifi cant ministry and educational 
experience I have ever had—period. 
The students absolutely loved every 
minute of it. They all agreed that 
the trip was eye opening, and quite 
a few even described it as the most 
signifi cant experience of their lives.

Each speaker gave a 20- to 30-min-
ute talk, followed by an hourlong 
Q&A. I sat in the back, allowing the 
students to do most of the interact-
ing, interjecting when it was neces-
sary to guide the discussion. While 
the presentations were insightful, 
it was the interaction that was most 
lively. In our preparation for the 
trip, I trained my students how to ask 
good questions and how to recognize 
logical fallacies. They did a great job 
of this! I was so proud to see them 
respectfully challenge some of the 
ideas they heard. They truly held 
their own.

You might be thinking: “Why 
would you expose your students to 
the ideas of atheists, homosexual 
activists and students who so strongly 
oppose Christianity? Aren’t you 

afraid some may walk away from 
their faith?” I share this concern, 
at least to some degree. But on the 
other hand, it’s only a matter of time 
before all young people are exposed 
to ideas of this sort.  In an Internet 
age, we simply can’t protect our 
young people from hearing worldly 
philosophies. Doesn’t it make sense 
to expose kids to these ideas while I 
can still shepherd them? Isn’t there 
wisdom in my modeling for them how 
to lovingly yet articulately dialogue 
with atheists, skeptics and other 
non-believers?

While there is a risk involved in 
taking such a trip, the benefi ts are 
substantially greater. In my view, if 
a student has a crisis of faith, then 
I wonder how solid of a faith that 
student had in the fi rst place. It may 
be that an experience like this truly 
brings a kid’s doubts, struggles and 
insecurities to the surface so we can 
really deal with them. And this hap-
pened on a couple occasions.

The benefi ts
Reason No. 1: It’s missional. 

There is a lot of talk right now 
about the importance of getting 
out of our safe Christian enclaves 
and reaching people on their turf. 
This is exactly what we did! Each 
of them commented that our stu-
dents treated them kindly, asked 
good questions and were differ-
ent from their typical experience 
with Christians. In our preparatory 
training, we really emphasized the 
importance of defending our be-
liefs with gentleness and respect, 
as Peter admonishes (1 Peter 3:15). 
And the speakers noticed it. In 
Western culture today, Christians 
are often criticized for being exclu-
sive, closed-minded and intolerant. 
While this critique is plagued with 
philosophical problems (i.e. why is 
it tolerant to be intolerant toward 
Christians?), we wanted to demon-
strate fi rsthand that Christians are 
open-minded. Interestingly, one of 
the student presenters from SANE 
argued that the skeptical way of life 
is non-dogmatic. I kindly pointed 
out that it was we—Christians—
who were willing to come up to 
their turf and give them a platform 
to present their ideas.

Reason No. 2: It’s dramatic. In 
his recent book “The Kingdom Tri-
angle,” philosopher J.P. Moreland 
demonstrates that as humans we 
are made for drama. This is why we 
love March Madness and why kids 
love video games and movies. This 
trip was full of drama—lively de-
bates, engaging conversations and 
late-night discussions.

Reason No. 3: It’s educational. 
As a teacher, I spend quite a bit of 
energy simply trying to convince my 
students that theology, philosophy 
and apologetics matter. But on this 
type of trip, when kids knew they were 
going to be personally challenged to 
defend their faith, their eagerness to 
learn was peaked. In fact, they were 

so engaged in the topics at hand that 
every time we got in the car or ate at 
any restaurant kids were engaged in 
deep discussions about the evidence 
for the Bible, the historical Jesus and 
intelligent design.

Reason No. 4: It’s faith-building. 
As we all know, it’s often during the 
trials and life-challenges that we 
grow most in life. This is why our 
trip was such a growing experience 
for so many of our students. They 
were challenged to ponder new 
ideas and reach deeper in their 
faith than ever before. As a result, 
they each grew signifi cantly in their 
faith. One of the best growing pe-
riods was when we debriefed after 
each session. Students were able to 
recognize self-refuting statements 
and other logical fallacies made 
by the presenters. As we discussed 
the issues in more depth, their con-
fi dence in the Bible, creation and 
Jesus grew signifi cantly.

Not a task for everybody
I would defi nitely caution anyone 

from impulsively jumping into a 
trip of this sort. I teach high school 
apologetics and was able to train 
my students for about fi ve months 
beforehand. We also had additional 
training sessions at my house on a 
few evenings and attended a debate 
between Dinesh D’Souza, “What’s 
so Great about Christianity,” and 
Michael Shermer, of Skeptic Maga-
zine. This is not a trip for the weak 
at heart. But those who are up to 
the task will fi nd it life-changing.

McDowell is head of the Bible 
Department at Capistrano Valley 
Christian Schools where he teaches 
philosophy, theology and apologet-
ics. Among his published works is 
“GodQuest,” a six-week DVD-based 
curriculum.

Find us online at

Training teens and trusting them to hold their own

Commentary

SANTA ANA — St. James Angli-
can Church has been ordered to 
turn over its New Port Beach facil-
ity to the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles.

The May 1 decision by Orange 
County Superior Court Judge Kim 
G. Dunning came just days before 
the protracted case was scheduled 
to go to court. The order, which 
gave the diocese permission to 
“eject” the church, was issued de-
spite documentation that the dio-
cese waived all claim to the prop-
erty in 1991.

“We’re obviously disappointed in 
the court’s ruling,” said Daniel F. 
Lula, lead counsel for St. James. “By 
holding that the written waiver the 
Diocese gave St. James was ineffec-
tive, the court has opened the door 
to denominations’ walking back on 
their promises to local congrega-
tions.  At this point, we’re evaluat-
ing whether to appeal.”

Court sides with diocese 
over fate of Anglican church

St. James has been fi ghting to 
keep the church property, which it 
has occupied since 1949, after leav-
ing the diocese in 2004 over doctri-
nal issues with the denomination. 
After St. James disaffi liated with the 
Episcopal Church, the denomina-
tion sued to obtain the property.

St. James has long maintained 
the diocese no longer owned the 
property after the church sought 
and obtained the ownership waiver. 
The church sought the waiver in 
1991 prior to purchasing an adja-
cent parcel and raising the money 
to build a new sanctuary and ad-
ministrative offi ces.

Offi cials with the diocese lauded 
the decision.

“I give thanks for the culmina-
tion of this marathon litigation, 
and I pray this action will settle the 
fact that people can disagree but 
cannot take property that has been 
entrusted to the Episcopal Church 
for ministry,” the Right Rev. J. Jon 
Bruno, bishop of the diocese said 
in a statement.

No decision on a possible appeal 
was made by press time.

“We are obviously disappointed 
at the ruling of the court and sur-
prised that an agreement reached 
over 20 years ago to facilitate the 
development of our campus could 
be swept away like this,” said the 
Rev. Richard Crocker, the congre-
gation’s lead minister. “But we are a 
church seeking to follow Jesus and 
pursue his mission. We will be in 
prayer for guidance as to our next 
steps.”
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That’s intolerant and bigoted.”
Still, McDowell—a guest speaker 

at a recent meeting of the pub-
lic policy group San Diego Stra-
tegic Forum—is reluctant to lay 
the blame at the feet of his young 
charges. Parents, pastors and the 
broader Christian community, 
he said, must do a better job with 
worldview development.

“In the right context young people 
sense they are made in the image of 
God and want to make sense of the 
world,” the teacher said in an inter-
view before his presentation to the 
forum. “They want to know truth. It’s 
the way we are wired. Even though 
our culture says truth is relative, there 
is something inside of them that is 
crying out to make sense of the world 
we are living in.”

Recognizing the gap in a biblical 
worldview among teens prompted 
McDowell to change his own ap-
proach to teaching. Instead of the 
highly structured lesson plans of old, 
he now favors interactive learning, 
the use of pop culture, including sec-
ular movies, and the occasional fi eld 
trip.

“Movies have theology,” McDowell 
said. “They have views about God, 
about purpose, about happiness.” 

McDowell said he’s also tossed the 
traditional lecture approach in an ef-
fort to get students to openly process 
how their faith should impact all as-
pects of their lives.

“I ask a lot more questions than I 
give young people answers,” he said. 
“As I look at my ministry it used to be 
that I would lay it out. These are the 
subjects that I need to cover. Here’s 
how much time, give it to the stu-
dents, quiz them and then get them 
on their way. Pat myself on the back. 

‘(You) did a great job.’
“Then I started realizing, man, am 

I really teaching the students how to 
think? How to process truth? How to 
arrive at conclusions that are biblical? 
Rather than telling them what they 
should believe, have confi dence that 
there’s truth and be able to guide 
them to come to those conclusions 
themselves. That’s a very different 
way of teaching.”

Like father, like son
Much of what frames McDowell’s 

own views come from his parents. His 
famous father, Josh McDowell, is a 
long-time evangelical leader and writ-
er who also specializes in apologetics.

“I went to a public school growing 
up, but my parents, we had conversa-
tions,” he said. “They were intention-
al about teaching me to think bibli-
cally and to know what I believed and 
why I believed it.

“You can only pass on what you fi rst 
have, so parents have to build their 
own worldview. I know we are busy. 
Look, I’ve got three kids. I don’t have 
a lot of time, and I can’t be an expert 
on everything, but I take it very seri-
ously to try to think Christianly and 
help my kids to think Christianly.”

Vast resources abound, he said, to 
help parents guide their children as 
more and more parachurch organiza-
tions are developing curriculum and 
programs designed to help all age 
groups, especially teens and young 
adults.

“We’re starting to see more church-
es do it,” he said. “There are confer-
ences that are popping up around 
the country. There’s new programs 
that are beginning, like Biola’s apolo-
getics program and others. So we are 
seeing a move in this direction. There 
are positive steps going in that direc-
tion, but the challenges are greater 
than ever.”

Just as important as the resource, 

he stressed, is the need to begin the 
training early.

“Kids are exposed to more world-
views by junior high than people in 
the past were in their entire lives,” 
McDowell said. 

“Studies have shown, and my per-
sonal experience would testify to this, 

that really helping kids explore truth 
conversationally and asking good 
questions and not giving simple an-
swers, is the best way to get there.”

Supporting cast
McDowell acknowledged that 

teachers and churches also play a vital 

supporting role in validating what’s 
being taught at home.

“The only way we can be effective 
is all-hands-on-deck approach,” he 
said. “It’s not just the pastor’s job, it’s 
not the school’s job, it’s not just one 
person’s job, but primarily Scripture 
always put responsibility on the par-
ents.

“Everything I say and everything I 
do is fi ltered through the (parents’) 
experience. They’ve raised them 
and instilled a powerful worldview in 
them before I even see them.”

McDowell said he tries to encour-
age parents to be honest in their ap-
proach and to not feel too pressured 
by the task.

“Kids don’t expect parents to have 
it all together and to have a perfect 
worldview,” he said. “I found that kids 
have much more grace when parents 
blow it— when they makes mistakes—
if they are willing to admit it, and they 
know their parents care about them, 
and they know they are trying.

“The question is not do you get 
knocked down. The question is are 
we going to get back up. The time is 
great.”

 For more information, visit www.
seanmcdowell.org.

Worldview resources
Sean McDowell recommends the following worldview books for 

parents and their children:

For parents:
“Total Truth” by Nancy Pearcey
“Unshakable Truth” by Josh and Sean McDowell

For students:
“The Universe Next Door” by James Sire
“The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel
“The Case for Faith”by Lee Strobel
“The Case for a Creator” by Lee Strobel

Other apologetic resources written by Sean McDowell:
“Apologetics for a New Generation: A Biblical and Culturally 

Relevant Approach to Talking About God”
“Jesus Is Alive! Evidence for the Resurrection for Kids”
“Apologetics Study Bible for Students”
“Is God Just a Human Invention? And Seventeen Other Questions 

Raised by the New Atheists”
“ETHIX: Being Bold in a Whatever World”

WORLDVIEW…
Continued from page 1

Christian Examiner staff report

NASHVILLE — The Christian 
Examiner was awarded fi rst place 
in Reporting at the annual Evangel-
ical Press Association convention 
held May 1 to 3 in Nashville. The 
award was one of four the newspa-
per took home for work published 
during 2012.

The winning entry, beating out 
second place fi nisher Christianity 
Today, was “No Room at the Inn,” 
written by editor Lori Arnold. 
The story was about the tragic 
murder of a homeless Orange 
County man who was unable to 
fi nd a place to live due to other 
unfortunate circumstances in his 
life.

The judge said, “Excellent tell-
ing of a story through a mother’s 
eyes. Evokes compassion for one of 
society’s outcasts. A great topical fi t 
for a Christian publication. Coura-
geous, compassionate reporting. 
Well done.”

The fi rst place award was the sec-
ond top award in three years for 
Arnold, who is the editor for the 
California editions of the Christian 
Examiner. A 2010 article, ironically 
also about a homeless man, won 
fi rst place in the Interview category 
two years ago.

The Christian Examiner’s Minne-
sota edition also won in the Report-
ing category. Editor Scott Noble was 
awarded fi fth place for “Rebuilding 
Lives: Salvation Army’s ARC Helps 
Men Turn Lives Around.”

Noble’s series, “Every Nation, 
Tribe, People and Language,” was 
awarded fourth place in the Article 

Series category. It was his second 
award in consecutive years for that 
category.

The Christian Examiner was 
again recognized for its overall 
publication with an Award of Merit 
for newspapers.

Between the California and Min-
nesota editions, the Christian Ex-
aminer continues to be the most 
awarded Christian newspaper over 
the past three decades.

 
Keener assumes role of president

During the Nashville convention, 
Christian Examiner co-publisher 
and web de-
veloper The-
resa Keener 
was installed 
as the next 
president of 
the associa-
tion. She will 
chair the 
board of di-
rectors for the next two years.

With Keener’s election to that 
role, she and her husband Lamar 
become the fi rst married couple to 
have each served as president of the 
65-year-old association. Lamar was 
president from 2007 to 2009.

The Evangelical Press Associa-
tion is the professional member-
ship association for the Christian 
periodical industry. Founded in 
1948 with the help of Billy Graham, 
there are currently more than 300 
members throughout the United 
States and Canada.

For more information, visit www.
evangelicalpress.com.

Christian Examiner wins 
top reporting award
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MONTEREY — Spirit West 
Coast—Monterey is seeking volun-
teers for its Aug. 1 to 3 Christian 
music festival. While the musicians 
and speakers are the cornerstone 
of the summer event, its volunteers 
are the backbone.

In all, organizers need a team of 
about 800 people in 40 different 
service areas to make all aspects of 
the event—concerts, workshops, 
exhibit hall, sports and actions 
games, and VeggieLand—happen. 
All those serving are expected to 
adhere to the attributes of Romans 
12:9-13.

Event producer Jon Robberson 
said that as a nonprofi t, the festival 
operates much like a church, which 
is dependent upon its people to 
carry out the vision.

“It’s really ‘the people’ who own the 
festival,” he said.

Each volunteer will be scheduled to 
work 4.5 hours for each of the three 
days. Some assignments, including 
security, camp managers, electrical 
and information, production and 
video techs—require a nine-hour-a-day 
commitment.

“I continually hear back from vol-
unteers that they get a real sense of 
spiritual reward from serving, and I can 
certainly understand that,” Robberson 
said. “It’s a real feeling of accomplish-
ment when you’ve been part of the 
event team that provides an opportu-
nity for hundreds of people to accept 
Jesus as their Savior.” 

Everyone who volunteers receives a 
SWC volunteer T-shirt and a full-event 
wristband. Volunteers must be at least 
17 years old for most tasks. Teens 15 
and older may work in VeggieLand. 
Those working in security must be 21 
or older, while transportation workers 

must be at least 25. 
The applicant fee for volunteers is 

$30 for those submitted online and 
$40 for those sent by mail. Prices will 
increase by $10 for applications submit-
ted after June 12. Camping fees are 
not included in the volunteer fee and 
must be purchased separately through 
the box offi ce. 

Among the positions available are 
security, admission, merchandise sale, 
construction, interpreters, food ser-
vice, golf cart management, camping 
helpers, medical, parking and traffi c, 
public relations, ministry, shuttles, 
sports and recreation, ushers and 
transportation.

Since volunteers are interacting 
with the public, they are subject to 
a background check.

For more information, visit www.
spiritwestcoast.org/volunteers.

Spirit West Coast event seeks volunteers

Blanchard publishes teen leadership book 
SAN DIEGO — Nationally rec-

ognized leadership expert Ken 
Blanchard has released a news se-
ries for teens based on his trade-
mark philosophy, “Lead like Jesus.”

Blanchard, a San Diego resident, 
co-wrote “Ignite” with Phil Hodges, 
his partner on the bestselling book 
“Lead like Jesus.”

Ignite, published by NavPress 
and released May 15, is described as 
a leadership program designed spe-
cifi cally for high school students. 
The new title includes a CD, DVD, a 
student guide and a leader’s guide.

In creating the curriculum, 
Blanchard said he believes the 
trend of poor leadership decisions 
in business, at schools and in poli-
tics can be reversed by well-trained 
high-schoolers if they are able to 

choose “leadership practices mod-
eled after the best leader of all 
time—Jesus Christ.”

“Anytime you infl uence the think-
ing, behavior or development of an-
other person, you are taking on the role 
of a leader,” Blanchard said.  “We’re 
infl uencing others every day. No mat-
ter who we are, where we are or what 
skills we have, Jesus calls us to use our 
infl uence to serve.”

Topics covered in the series fo-
cus on the Heart, Head, Hands and 
Habits of a leader, and answer ques-
tions such as “Who will I follow?” 
“How am I edging God out?” “How 
do I exalt God only?” “Where am I 
headed?” “How do I develop peo-
ple?” and “How do I stay connected 
with God?”

According to the book’s publi-

cists, Ignite features a compelling 
video series that portrays the stories 
of several students on their own 
leadership journeys.  

“Ignite emphasizes that effec-
tive leadership starts inside—we’ve 
got to have our hearts be like Jesus 
because that’s the only way we can 
lead like Jesus,” the product litera-
ture said.

In addition to his Lead Like Jesus 
books, Blanchard also wrote “The 
One Minute Manager,” coauthored 
with Spencer Johnson, which has 
sold more than 13 million copies 
and remains on best-seller lists. 
Other titles include “Raving Fans,” 
“Gung Ho!” and “Whale Done!” 
Combined, his books have sold 
more than 18 million copies in at 
least 25 languages.   

Her experience at Oceans-
ide Christian Fellowship ig-
nited a passion in Hellerman 
that spawned her own ministry, 
Haven Academy of the Arts, 
which exposes children to Jesus 
through theater and music.

“I started to see the impact that 
the arts had on these kids and the 
way that it changed them,” she 
said. “The ministry continued to 
grow. When I went away to college, 
I came back on the weekends and 
in the summer.”

During her summers off from 
Biola University, where she was 
earning her teaching credential, 
Hellerman directed large stage 
productions and ran summer 
theater camps. 

“It was really obvious to me 
that was where I was supposed 
to be,” she said. “I wanted to be 
an elementary school teacher 
because I get excited about 
growth. I get excited about spiri-
tual growth in kids. I get excit-
ed about academic growth and 
maturity. I wanted to see that in 
kids, but with the arts you just 
get a streamlined ability to see 
that. It helps kids discover early 
on what their gifts are.

“I’m a big believer that if you 
can help kids discover what their 
gifts are at a younger age, they 
are going to be better prepared 
to start going after what they are 
supposed to be doing with their 
lives and impacting the King-
dom when they get to college. I 
didn’t do a lot of that fl ounder-
ing that a lot of kids do when 
they get out of college.”

After graduation, the church 
gave Hellerman its blessings—and 
use of the facilities to continue 
with the ministry. At age 22 she 
founded Haven Academy of the 
Arts as different adults stepped 
forward, providing her free services 
to establish the nonprofi t.

“There were a lot of people 
that believed in the ministry and 
wanted to make things happen for 
us,” she said.

The program operates after 
school, and the youth practice two 
or three days a week and attend 
classes the rest of the time. An 
unexpected outcome, Hellerman 
said, is that children begin to see 
the church as a second home.

“Because we work out of a 
church there is something beau-
tiful, to me, I get to watch,” she 
said. “They have this really posi-
tive view of being at church. Be-
ing in that building becomes 
a very positive thing for them. 
Their friends are there, and 
they love it. They equate being 
at church as this really positive, 
wonderful, safe place, so they 
are happy to be there.”

An urban focus
Five years later they are ready 

to expand.
“We’re growing, and we’ve got 

a thriving ministry going, and it’s 
just a blessing to watch,” she said.

This summer Haven Academy 
will launch a second program in 
the Union-Pico district, thanks to 
a partnership with First Evangelical 
Free Church of Los Angeles. 

“The church has allowed us to 
come in, use their facilities for 
free, and basically we are going 
to be working with these inner 
city kids,” Hellerman said.

The program will debut in June 
with a weeklong theater camp and 
will conclude June 29 with a musical 
review featuring camp participants 

PERFORMING 
ARTS…
Continued from page 1

and their counterparts in the El 
Segundo program.

“The idea is to get people ex-
cited about Haven’s program 
here in this community,” she 
said. “We are going use it as a 
little bit of a benefi t, too, for 
the program by showing people 
what we are excited to be doing 
down there and the small impact 
the arts can make even in just 
that one week.”

Students in the Pico-Union 
program will receive arts train-
ing after school on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, supplementing 
the offerings of the church’s 
“Say Yes” mentoring project.

“There’s been a lot of research 
done that if you keep a kid busy 
they are not going to get in-
volved in gang activity and things 
like that,” she said. “In the inner 
city, that’s a huge thing.”

At the same time, Hellerman 
warned that suburban areas, 
while maybe not as pervasive, 
are not immune from the same 
threats. Having this program, 
she said, provides young people 
with an effective deterrent.

“They stay on task with their 
homework,” she said. “They are 
making good friends. They are 
making positive infl uences in 
their lives. They are around peo-
ple and mentors who can speak 
into their lives.

“I think when they feel comfort-
able and rooted in that community, 
there’s just not that temptation to 
be out there getting in trouble. 
If you build a community where 
they belong, they are not going 
to be looking for that community 
somewhere else.”

Character and leadership
In addition to providing the 

children with a creative outlet, 
Hellerman said they place a ma-
jor emphasis on character devel-
opment.

“We’re not just an arts pro-
gram,” she said. “We use the arts 
as a vehicle to develop character 
in youth. All of our programs 
are structured to build character 
and grow kids and teach them 
life lessons and use that experi-
ence of participating in the arts 
to grow them into the kind of 
people we want them to be.”

Tapping into the direction she 
received as a teen, Hellerman 
said she strives to foster leader-
ship skills as a complement to 
the character training.

“As much as I can in my pro-
gram, I try to fi nd opportunities 
to give kids leadership roles be-
cause there were people in my 
life who saw my talents and said, 
‘We are not going to wait until 
you are 18 to start letting you use 
these,’” she said. “‘We are going 
to give you opportunities now.’ 
They were protected opportuni-
ties where you are not going to 
fall on your face.”

Because of the program’s suc-
cess, Hellerman said she hopes 
other churches will pursue simi-
lar ministry outreaches.

“The arts, and especially 
things like theater and music, 
they are so important, and I 
think a lot of Christians have 
kind of dismissed them,” she 
said. “But they have an opportu-
nity to change lives and they are 
an incredible ministry tool, both 
in giving youth purpose and 
helping them to discover their 
gifts, but also in their ability to 
tell a story and to touch hearts 
and change people.”

For information on the theater 
camp and musical review, visit www.
havenartsacademy.org or call (949) 
212-4962.
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

MORE EVENTS online now at

• Future events for LA County not listed in this issue.
• Events for the Inland Empire, Orange County and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism, 

Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motor-
cycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery 
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse, 
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most 
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

JUN 1 • SATURDAY
SoCal Aglow Leadership Arising, with 
Kathy Sanders. 9am-6:30pm, Radisson 
Hotel, 2200 E Holt Blvd., Ontario, $45 
• (760) 868-2103

JUN 6 • THURSDAY
Christian Business & Professional Lun-
cheon, with Darrel Jackson. Sizzler’s 
Restaurant, 10315 Lakewood Blvd., 
Downey • (562) 310-1335

  JUN 6-8 • THU-SAT
30th Annual Christian Home Educators 
Convention, with Ken Ham, Doug Phillips, 
and Elizabeth Smith. The Disneyland 
Hotel & Convention Center, 1150 W. 
Magic Way, Anaheim • 1-866-599-6674, 
cheaofca.org

JUN 7 • FRIDAY
Hillsong UNITED, in concert. 8pm, Hol-
lywood Bowl, 2301 N. Highland Ave., Los 
Angeles • transparentproductions.com

Five Iron Frenzy. 8pm, Club Nokia, 800 
W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles • trans-
parentproductions.com

JUN 7-9 • FRI-SUN
Miracles and Deliverance Crusade, 
with Bishop Robin Dinnanauth. 7pm, 
Courtyard Marriott Los Angeles West-
side, 6333 Bristol Pkwy., Culver City, 
free • robinhealingministry.com, (310) 
400-9742

JUN 8 • SATURDAY
Miracle Faith Church Pre-Summer 
Community Prayer Breakfast Brunch. 
10:30am, Miracle Faith Church, 6160 
Atlantic Ave., Long Beach • (562) 428-
5506

“Healing, Signs and Wonders Meeting.” 
5-10pm, Denny’s Banquet Room, 3060 
San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles • (323) 
255-2403, (213) 220-2746 

JUN 9 • SUNDAY
Kathleen Grace Quartet, at Jazz Vespers. 
5pm, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 1343 
Ocean park Blvd., Santa Monica, free • 
(310) 452-1116

JUN 12 • WEDNESDAY
Downey Christian Women’s Club. 
11:45am, Los Amigos Country Club, 
7295 Quill Dr., Downey, $15 • (562) 
861-3414, (562) 864-7319

JUN 14 • FRIDAY
Israel Houghton and New Breed, in con-
cert, 7-9pm, Pasadena Civic Auditorium, 
300 E. Green St., Pasadena, $15-25 • 
tsatickets.org

Switchfoot, in concert. 7:30pm, San 
Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair 
admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

JUN 15 • SATURDAY
Run/Walk for Life, hosted by A Women’s 
Care Center. 7am, Industry Expo Center, 
16200 Temple Ave., City of Industry, 
$30/registration • (909) 628-6848

Father & Son Fellowship. 9:30am, Can-
dlewood Country Club, 14000 Telegraph 
Rd., Whittier, $20. Hosted by Crown of 
Glory Lighthouse Church • (562) 699-
2790, (909) 348-4296

JUN 16 • SUNDAY
Fang-Ning Lim & her 16-member Strings & 
Winds Chamber Ensemble, 3rd Sundays 
at 3pm. Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 1343 
Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica, free • 
(310) 452-1116

JUN 17-21 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible Adventure, “Fish Tales,” 4 
yrs to 5th grade. 8:30am-12pm, Church 
of the Open Door, Glendora • (626) 914-
4646, churchoftheopendoor.com

JUN 19 • WEDNESDAY
Third Day, in concert. 7:30pm, San Di-
ego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair 

admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

JUN 19-22 • WED-SAT
38th Annual Exodus Freedom Confer-
ence, with Alan Chambers, Lisa Bevere, 
Mike Haley & more. Concordia University, 
1530 Concordia W, Irvine • 1-888-264-
0877, exodusfreedom.org

JUN 20 • THURSDAY
Whittier Women’s Connection, luncheon 
and program. 12-1:30pm, Friendly Hills 
Country Club, Whittier, $19/95 • (562) 
941-5798

JUN 21-23 • FRI-SAT
The C.S. Lewis Summer Conference, for 
readers, writers & mere Christians, with 
Peter Kreeft, James Como, Steve Bell & 
more. University of San Diego, San Diego 
• cslewis.org, 1-888-CSLEWIS

5th Annual SoCal Singles Retreat. Cal-
vary Christian Conference Center, 26409 
Hwy 189, Twin Peaks, $195-245. Hosted 
by Single + Passion Ministries • socals-
inglesretreat.com, (909) 767-9470

JUN 23 • SATURDAY
The Grateful Voices Group’s Appreciation 
Service. 5pm, Glorious Church of God 
in Christ, 6525 S San Pedro St., Los 
Angeles • (562) 428-5506

JUN 24-28 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School: Colossal Coaster 
World, ages 4-15. 5:30-9pm, First South-
ern Baptist Church, 119 S. Moore Ave., 
Monterey Park • (626) 966-8860

JUN 26-29 • WED-SAT
28th Annual Heritage Music Foundation 
Gospel Music Conference & Expo, with 
Dr. Margaret Douroux, Earnest Pugh, 
Carlton Burgess, Melodi Ewell & more. 
Varies location in Los Angeles, $105 • 
(310) 674-1903, hmfgospel.com

JUN 28-30 • FRI-SUN
Annie Ivy Ministry Scholarship Fundraiser 
Conference. Fri 7:15pm; Sat 11am; 
Sun 3:30pm, Miracle Faith Church, 
6160 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach • (562) 
428-5506

JUN 29 • SATURDAY
Fishfest 2013, with Casting Crowns, 
Third Day, Phil Wickham, Laura Story, 
Audio Adrenaline, Jake Hamilton & 
more. Verizon Wireless Amphitheater, 
Irvine • transparentproductions.com, 
fi shfestla.com

The Hoppers, in concert, with special 
guest Taranda Greene, 6pm, First Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 9246 Rosser 
St., Bellfl ower. $16-$25 • imcconcerts.
com, 1-800-965-9324

A Benefi t Performance for Haven-Pico 
Union Inner-City Ministry. 7pm, First 
Evangelical Free Church of LA, 1356 S 
Albany St., Los Angeles, free • (949) 
212-4962, havenartsacademy.org 

9th Annual Gospel Festival, with Mary 
Mary & Dottie Peoples.   7:30pm, San 
Diego County Fair, Del Mar, free with fair 
admission or $23-34/reserved • sdfair.
com, ticketmaster.com

JUL 8-12 • MON-FRI
VBS: “SonWest Roundup,” ages 5-11. 
9am-12pm, International Pentecostal 
Church, Bellfl ower • (562) 867-7203

JUL 10 • WEDNESDAY
Downey Christian Women’s Club. 
11:45am, Los Amigos Country Club, 
7295 Quill Dr., Downey, $15 • (562) 
861-3414, (562) 864-7319

JUL 10-12 • WED-FRI
Activ8 Conference, “We Speak to the 
Future,” with Planetshakers, Raul Ries, 
Larry Neville & more. Anaheim Con-
vention Center, Anaheim, $99-125 • 
activ8conference.com, 1-888-980-5116

JUL 12-14 • FRI-SUN
Singles Safari Retreat. Renaissance 
Esmeralda Resort & Spa, Indian Wells, 
Packages starting at $205 • (714) 622-
4977, spectaculareventz.com

JUL 13 • SATURDAY
“Healing, Signs and Wonders Meeting.” 
5-10pm, Denny’s Banquet Room, 3060 
San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles • (323) 
255-2403, (213) 220-2746 

JUL 15-19 • MON-FRI
Vacation Bible School: Kingdom Rock, 
ages 2-5th grade. 2-5pm, Arcadia 
Presbyterian Church, Arcadia • (626) 
445-7470, arcadiapres.org

JUL 20 • SATURDAY
Bowling for Babies. 4:30pm, Chaparral 
Lanes, 400 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas. 
To benefi t CHOICES Women’s Resource 
Center • (909) 28-9273, saveababy.net

JUL 22-24 • MON-WED
Jesus Culture Conference, with Reinhard 
Bonnke, Russell Evans, Scott Thompson 
& more. Gibson Amphitheater, Los An-
geles, $90-129 • jesusculture.com/la

JUL 28 • SUNDAY
An Evening with Amy Grant, with special 
guest Brandon Heath, Greek Theatre, 
Los Angeles • ticketmaster.com, 1-800-
745-3000

Casting Crowns, with Laura Story, in 
concert. 7pm, The Packinghouse, 27165 
San Bernardino, Redlands • transparent-
productions.com

JUL 29 • MONDAY
Haven Academy Pico-Union, Benefi t Musi-
cal Review. 7pm, First Evangelical Free 
Church of Los Angeles, 1356 S. Albany 
St., Los Angeles, free • (949) 212-4962

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, with Newsboys, 
Tenth Avenue North, Jeremy Camp, 
The City Harmonic, Jamie Grace, For 
King and Country, Moriah Peters, Nick 
Hall, Reggie Dabbs & many more. The 
Laguna Seca Recreation Area, Monterey 
• spiritwestcoast.org

AUG 23-25 • FRI-SUN
SoCal 2013 Harvest Crusade, with 
Greg Laurie. Angel Stadium, Anaheim 
• harvest.org

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org 

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Ce-
lebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome) 
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 
622-4002

JUN 19 • WEDNESDAY (cont.)

‘Bowling for Babies’ 
is benefi t for center 

SAN DIMAS — “Bowling for Ba-
bies,” a benefi t for Choices Wom-
en’s Resource Center, will be held 
at 4:30 p.m. July 20 at Chaparral 
Lanes.

The Christ-centered pregnancy 
resource center, in operation since 
July 2007, provides free pregnancy 
tests, referrals and help for women 
dealing with an unplanned preg-
nancy. The center also offers a con-
fi dential 24/7 Helpline. The center 
also sets up educational tables at 
local colleges where students are 
provided with prolife advice and 
informational materials.

The bowling alley is located at 
400 W. Bonita Ave.

The pregnancy center is located 
at 3560 W. Temple Ave., Suite H in 
Pomona.

For more information, visit www.
saveababy.net or call (909) 258-
9273.  

APU honored is for 
community service 

AZUSA — Azusa Pacifi c Univer-
sity has been named to the Presi-
dent’s Higher Education Com-
munity Service Honor Roll With 
Distinction, becoming one of only 
four California schools to receive 
the award fi ve times. 

The award is the highest federal 
recognition of university service 
efforts and is granted to campuses 
for their leadership in civic en-
gagement, service learning, build-
ing community partnerships and 
strengthening neighborhoods.

According to APU offi cials, un-
dergraduate students perform 
more than 165,000 hours of service 
each year in local areas, communi-
ties across the nation and service 
sites around the world. 

Local programs include Azusa 
Reads, Azusa Writes, Azusa Counts and 
Azusa Calculates, which offer free one-
on-one tutoring in reading, writing and 
mathematics to nearly 300 elementary 
students annually. 

The university also offers 
CHAMP, an initiative that introduc-
es the idea of college to more than 
600 at-risk fourth graders from six 
local elementary schools each year. 

Its Neighborhood Wellness Center, 
staffed by APU nursing students and 
faculty, provides free health care and 
education to more than 2,000 local 
community residents yearly, while its 
Center for Academic Service-Learning 
and Research facilitates community 
programs and courses that build re-
lationships between the campus and 
local communities. 

On the mission front, students 
serve in a community engagement 
course in the South Africa study 
abroad program, and the Mexico 
Outreach program that sponsors 
short-term mission trips to Mexico 
throughout the year.

Jesus Culture to 
host LA conference

LOS ANGELES — The three-day 
Jesus Culture Conference comes to 
Los Angeles July 22 to 24 at the Gib-
son Amphitheatre.

According to organizers, the goal 
of the conference is “to encounter 
Jesus through worship, equip a gen-
eration for revival through preach-
ing and ministry, and send people 
back to their cities and campuses 
to bring Kingdom transformation 
through a supernatural lifestyle.

Speakers for the event include Rein-
hard Bonnke, Christ For All Nations; 
Russell Evans, senior pastor of Planet-
shakers; Scott Thompson, director of 

outreach for Jesus Culture; Havilah 
Cunnington, director of Moral Revolu-
tion; and Banning Liebscher, director 
of Jesus Culture.

The worship element of the con-
ference will include Kim Walker-
Smith, a worship leader with the 
Jesus Culture band; Martin Smith, 
a songwriter who penned “I Could 
Sing of Your Love Forever,” “Shout 
to the North” and “Did You Feel 
The Mountains Tremble?”; Kris-
tene DiMarco, a singer-songwriter 
who participated in The Call and 
God TV and has been a worship 
leader with Justice House of Prayer 
San Francisco; Bryan and Katie Tor-
walt, Fresno based worship leaders; 
and Derek Johnson, a singer-song-
writer who leads worship at Bethel 
Church in Redding.

The event will include Culture 
Project, a panel discussion that will 
include Luke Ridnour, Minnesota 
Timberwolves Point Guard; Mike 
Frank, entrepreneur; Julie Winter, 
nurse practitioner; and Bill Ostan, 
Judge Advocate General Corps at-
torney for the U.S. Army Special 
Forces (Green Berets).

For more information, visit www.
jesusculture.com/la.

VBS week is on track at 
Monterey Park church

MONTEREY PARK — First 
Southern Baptist Church will hold 
its annual fi ve-day Vacation Bible 
School from 5:30 to 9 p.m. June 24 
to 28.

This year’s theme is Colossal 
Coaster World. The VBS is open to 
children ages 4 to 15.

A free light supper will be pro-
vided.

The church is located at 119 S. 
Moore Ave.

For more information, call (626) 
966-8860.

Comedy to benefi t 
Outreach to Africa

LONG BEACH — Park Church 
will host “Comedy for a Cause” to 
benefi t Garden Grove-based Out-
reach to Africa, which ministers to 
orphans and students in Uganda. 
The benefi t will be held at 6:30 
p.m. June 29.

Special guests for the show will 
be Mike James and the Crosseyed 
Comedians.

Billed as “clean, hilarious comedy” 
for the family, a special sideshow is 
planned for the children. Prior to the 
performance, African music by Izak 5 
will be presented and there will be a 
craft and snack sale. Shopping hours 
begin at 6 p.m.

Advance tickets are $12 for 
adults, $15 at door. Children’s ad-
mission is $5.

The church is located at 3655 
Norwalk in Long Beach.

For more information, visit www.
outreachtoafrica.org or call (714) 
896-0140.

Reinhard Bonnke, of Christ For 
All Nations, is among the keynote 
speakers for the Jesus Culture 
Conference, planned for July 22 to 24 
at the Gibson Amphitheatre.
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CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

ANAHEIM — Sunday all-day church worship 
with seating for 300, with classrooms and 
kitchen. Classrooms also available on 
weekdays for school/childcare.

ONTARIO — Sunday Sanctuary with seating 
for 350, several classrooms, offices, multi-
purpose room, kitchen, and on-site parking

WHITTIER — Church site available for 
weekend use. Fellowship hall, gymnasium, 
multi-purpose room, kitchen, on-site parking

ARLETA — Large two-story school site 
available for weekday/end usage. Several 
classrooms, multi-purpose room, kitchen, 
play yard, on-site parking.

TEMPLE CITY — Sunday mid morning 
Sanctuary available, seating for 250+ w/
classrooms. Parking & immediate rental.

WEST COVINA  — Church sites with seating 
for 100 available for Sunday morning. On-
site parking & immediate rental. 

Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246. 

Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgfinney.com

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

MINISTRY RESOURCES

  San Diego County   Inland Empire
   Orange County   Los Angeles County

Name 

Phone

Address

City State Zip

$19.95 for 12 monthly issues mailed directly 
to your home or place of business

Subscription Order Form

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER • AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
Credit Card Orders may also be placed by phone at 1-800-326-0795.

 Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

 Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

 1 2 3 4 5 

 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 $7.25

 16 17 18 19 20 $8.50

 21 22 23 24 25 $9.75

 26 27 28 29 30 $11.00

}Cost:  1-10 Words 
$6.00 (minimum); 

Add .25/word each 
additional word

$6

Christian Examiner Classified Advertising Form

Credit Card Orders only may be faxed to 1-888-305-4947.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS BY PHONE.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT ORDERS WITHOUT PAYMENT.

It is okay to use a separate sheet of paper to submit your order.

Run my ad: ❑ 1 month ❑ 2 months ❑ 3 months ❑ months Total $

Name Phone

Address

City State Zip

MULTIPLY COST OF AD BY NUMBER OF MONTHS DESIRED (*AND 
BY TOTAL NUMBER OF EDITIONS IF MORE THAN ONE)

Please classify under:

❑ Check/M.O. Enclosed 
Mail to: Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA  92021

❑ Charge My Credit Card

Credit Card #

Exp. Date Signature

IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.

CHOOSE YOUR COVERAGE
Check all the editions in which you would 
like your ad to appear (total cost is cost of ad 
multiplied by the number of editions.)
California Minnesota
❑  San Diego Co. ❑ Minneapolis / St. Paul

❑  Inland Empire On-line
❑  Orange Co. ❑  Internet 

❑  Los Angeles Co. 
[If you checked Internet above AND if you 
would like to “link” to your email address or 
web address, check here ❑ and add $5 per 
month to your total cost.]

Deadline: 
18th of prior month

Getting Married? 
Party? Fundraiser?

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you 
plan & coordinate your event.  We also teach 

Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available. 
www.JimHenryDJ.com

1-800-805-5497

DISC JOCKEYSANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS 
WITH THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS

“Samaritan Ministries members 
prayed for us and sent us the 

$50,000 we needed to pay for our 
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada. 

My family’s monthly share is $300.”

samaritanministries.org/intro
To request an info packet,  

call 888-268-4377 or 
email info@samaritanministries.org

Bruce G.

ATTORNEYS

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Religious sites for sale in San Bernardino, Fontana, 
Yucca Valley and Covina.  Available for shared 
use beautiful church in East Whittier. Churches 
wanted LA, Orange, SB & Riverside Counties. www.
churchwanted.com shows religious property for sale 
or lease in So. Calif. Free consultation regarding 
your church value, potential share of your build-
ing, relocation needs. Call Raphael Realty (213) 
999-9939 or email  churchrealtor@gmail.com. If 
you’re a religious group, we can help. 30+ years 
of experience. Members of CA and National Assoc. 
of Realtors DRE#00713881. 

HEALTH CARE

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Become a hospital chaplain. Part time commitment. 
We train you. (626) 287-5215.

MINISTRY SERVICES
Family Christian Counseling. Biblical inspired. San 
Gabriel Valley. (626) 287-5215.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com 
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches  Wanted: For sale or lease; We have buy-
ers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, member 
of National and California Association of Realtors. 
Need help? Call Western Brokerage at (909) 822-
2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbroker-
ageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

By Emily Belz
World News Service

NEW YORK — The New York City 
Council overwhelmingly passed a 
resolution May 22 calling on the state 
legislature to allow houses of worship 
to rent from public schools. The fi nal 
vote tally was 38-11, with Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn—the top 
candidate for New York City mayor, 
who will control education policy if 
elected—voting against it.  

 “We had a huge, huge victory to-
day,” said Pastor Bill Devlin, who with 
Council Member Fernando Cabrera 
(D-Bronx) has headed up a group of 
pastors pushing for churches’ equal 
access to public buildings. “Here you 
have the most progressively leaning 
Democratic city council in the entire 
U.S. And they vote by a huge margin 
in favor of the freedom to worship. … 
The Lord did this.” 

The New York City Board of 
Education’s policy forbids houses 
of worship from renting public 
schools, but allows any other non-
profi t to rent the space. That policy 

has faced challenges in court for al-
most two decades. Most recently, a 
federal judge placed an injunction 
on the policy, so houses of worship 
can rent from public schools, for 
now. The city has appealed the de-
cision to the 2nd U.S Circuit Court 
of Appeals, which heard arguments 
in November of last year and could 
issue a decision any day now. At 
least 40 churches in the city rent 
spaces from public schools. 

The council resolution now heads 
to New York’s legislature in Albany. 
Last year the state Senate approved 
legislation allowing churches to rent 
from public schools, but the bill died 
in the state Assembly after Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver refused to 
bring it to a vote.

 “The resolution is more than sym-
bolic,” wrote lawyer Jordan Lorence 
in an email. Lorence is handling the 
case against the city’s policy in court for 
Alliance Defending Freedom. “The pas-
sage of a resolution urging enactment 
of specifi c legislation is the formal way 
the NYC Council makes its will known 
to state lawmakers.”

The city’s Board of Education 
has said that “impressionable” chil-
dren might be confused if they 
saw a religious service happening 
at their school. Council members 
who spoke up against the resolu-
tion Wednesday said it violated the 
Establishment Clause of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

 “We’re not subsidizing religion,” 
said Council Member Lewis Fidler, 
in response. “They’re paying us. 
I think this is a matter of fairness 
and equal treatment of religious 
groups.” 

Quinn only brought the resolu-
tion to the fl oor because of the 
overwhelming support for it, Dev-
lin said. Cabrera had considered 
bringing a discharge petition on 
the matter, a tool where a major-
ity of the council can overrule the 
speaker. 

Devlin has already planned to 
take a bus of 50 pastors up to the 
state legislature to push for the leg-
islation. 

 “Albany is the next stop on the 
right to worship train,” he said.

NY City Council approves resolution that 
churches can rent from public schools
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By Patti Townley-Covert

MURIETTA — It was a dark and 
dreary night. A young woman sat on 
the cold, hard concrete wondering 
where she might sleep. She longed 
for a place safe and warm not only 
for herself but also for the tiny life 
she carried. She landed there after 
her parents found out she was preg-
nant. They kicked her out, telling 
her to never come back. 

Someone from a nearby church 
stopped to give her some food. The 
kind man recommended Lamb’s 
House of Grace. Though she had 
to apply and agree to obey the rules, 
it seemed a small price to pay. The 
4,000-square-foot home offered a 
bed with storage where she could 
keep her things. A computer center 
provided the opportunity to develop 
new skills. She’d receive good meals 
in a place that kept her warm and dry 
in the winter and cool in the summer. 
Plus, the people there might restore 
her hope.

Hazel Martinez, the shelter’s 
founder and director, said this 
woman’s story is a familiar scenar-
io—pregnant and homeless teens 
and young adults who need a place 
where they can experience the love 
of Christ. Lamb’s House of Grace 
opened in February 2012. Martinez 
said her mom, a Methodist pastor, 
helped her choose the name. 

“A baby lamb makes you think 
of the shepherd,” she said. “Lambs 
don’t choose, so they have grace.” 

More than two decades ago, Mar-
tinez said she fi rst felt called to open 
such a home, but her job as a deputy 
sheriff was simply too demanding. 
Then about three years ago, the Lord 
put the idea on her heart again, this 
time placing people alongside her, 
helping to get the nonprofi t going. 

“No sooner did we pray than the 
Lord supplied,” she said.  

Though Martinez retired from the 
sheriff’s department, she still works 
full-time in security so she can keep 
the shelter running. 

“Every dime I make I put into 
that shelter. It takes about $6,000 a 
month,” Martinez said. She contrib-
utes all she can because “the Lord 
has blessed me through the good 
and the bad.” 

People on the ministry’s board also 
donate, and several churches make 
up the difference. 

Martinez lives at Lamb’s House of 
Grace mentoring the young women 
who stay there. The intentional fam-
ily environment is provided for the 
women from the beginning of their 
pregnancy until two months after 
their babies arrive. Martinez said 
her background in the Navy and 
years of coaching youth basketball 
helped establish the discipline neces-
sary for expectant moms to become 
independent. 

“If you always cook for someone, 
why should they learn to cook for 
themselves?” she said. 

Classes in parenting, nutrition, 
fi nances and decision-making teach 
the skills necessary for indepen-
dence. Daily devotions, church at-
tendance, and Bible study nurture 
spiritual formation. The residents 
are also encouraged to further their 
education. Some obtain their GEDs, 
others opt for technical training or 
take computer classes. 

Cultivating grace
During their stay, Martinez said, 

Lamb’s residents often fi nd the 
grace that brings family reconcilia-
tion. Such was the case of one young 
woman who had been raised in the 
foster care system but was adopted 
by a Christian family at age 14. De-
spite the stability of adoption, she 
was angry and rebellious and by the 

Girls at Lamb’s House of Grace participate in a foot washing ceremony during a 
Bible study.

Home provides safety, support for homeless pregnant women

time she was 21 she was pregnant. 
Living at home was not an option. 
Her parents said, “there’s no way.” 
Since they professed to be Chris-
tians, Martinez insisted that they 
needed to offer forgiveness. With 
encouragement, the family began 
coming for visits. 

The young woman, who had 

never done drugs, graduated from 
high school and was not a “bad” 
girl, Martinez said. Volunteers at 
Lamb’s helped her get her driver’s 
license. She worked for different 
churches and went on job inter-
views. After her little boy was born, 
she wanted to live on her own but 
ended up going back to her adop-

tive family. The young mother real-
ized that she wanted her child to 
grow up with grandparents. Now, 
he is grounded by people who love 
him.

Looking ahead 
Since Lamb’s opened, more than 

10 young ladies have found the grace 
to build a better life for themselves 
and their babies, Martinez said. In-
dividualized plans help each client 
achieve the goals they set to become 
successful. A current resident is at-
tending cosmetology school. 

But the results are not always so 
apparent. Sometimes young women 
refuse to keep the rules. After one 
young woman’s boyfriend tried to 
choke her to death, a restraining 
order was put in place. But within six 
months, the girl was caught sneak-
ing around with him. So Lamb’s 
helped her fi nd another place to 
live. Though they continued to love 
her, she received the consequences 
of her disobedience. 

It was her decision, Martinez said. 
“After she had the baby she said, 

‘Hazel, I get it now. It was all on me. 

Even when I came to Christ, it was 
my choice.’ That’s huge for young 
people to realize. It all boils down 
to choices they make,” Martinez said. 

Though she didn’t stay at Lamb’s 
until her baby was born, she learned 
powerful lessons. Today, she is walk-
ing with the Lord.

As part of the discipleship 
process, every girl receives a baby 
shower in which they are presented 
gifts they have earned, Martinez 
said. If someone doesn’t partici-
pate—she doesn’t get anything. 
The choice is theirs. They can earn 
clothing, beds, anything the baby 
might need by doing chores, going 
to school, basically partnering in 
getting their lives together. They 
need, Martinez said, to learn to 
put forth the effort

“We don’t really give them any-
thing, they have to earn it,” the 
founder said.

Lamb’s House is there to show 
them how.

To donate, volunteer or get more 
information, call (951) 461-4887 or 
visit www.lambshouseofgrace.org.  
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