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Human Trafficking
What is the church’s role in curbing
this seedy side of American culture?
By Lori Arnold

PHOTO BY AMIHAI MAZAR

Dr. Bob Mullins, associate professor of biblical studies at Azusa Pacific
University, supervises his students during excavations at Tel Rehov in the Jordan
Valley. The trip was part of a two-week tour to the area. The university is now
planning its own excavation at Abel Beth Maacah.

History: Dig It
APU plans excavation project
near biblical area of Dan
By Lori Arnold
AZUSA — Bob Mullins digs dirt.
At a time when graduating seniors like to plan celebratory trips
to Hawaii, Europe or the Caribbean, a diploma-clad Mullins was
headed to the Middle East for a
two-week study trip at an excavation
site in Israel.
“I’ve had an interest in archeology since I was quite young,” said
Mullins, associate professor of biblical studies at Azusa Pacific University.
His interest was morphed into a

career path while visiting a Philistine temple site.
“That got me excited that these
people weren’t figures of our imagination but were people with real
lives, in real time and real space,”
the professor said.
In the years since, Mullins has
participated in numerous digs
across Israel and into Turkey and
Palestine.
In May a group of his students
will embark on their own journey
into the past as part of a survey
See DIG IT, page 8

G

inger Shaw has spent the
better part of two decades
enmeshed in church life by
leading Bible studies and training
sessions, coordinating Vacation Bible
School and Angel Tree projects.
These days she prefers the craggy
asphalt of truck stops.
“I was so inundated with what was
going on in the church,” she said,
adding that the Lord had something else in mind for her. “He revealed to me that I needed to get
out there, and not just out of my
comfort zone. He said I needed to
get out there ‘doing the call I have
for you.’”
It was that command that led her
to this place, where she straddles
her life between the comfort and
safety of her church and the seedy
side of American culture—human
trafficking.
Shaw is a regional coordinator
for California Against Slavery, a
nonprofit human rights group that
is pushing for a statewide ballot
measure to make it easier to prosecute cases involving human trafficking.

Many girls are lured into human
trafficking because they were
showered with love, shelter and
gifts. A new California law trying
to qualify for the November
ballot would eliminate current
statute requiring “force” for
prosecution.

See TRAFFICKING, page 2

Harvesting America
August Anaheim Harvest Crusade to be live streamed nationwide
By Lori Arnold
RIVERSIDE — The email to
Harvest Christian Fellowship came
from a former member who had
moved to Africa because of a job

transfer. The man told of how he
was able to share the gospel by
gathering some people together in
a field during the middle of night
to watch a Harvest Crusade live
streamed on his laptop.

John Collins, executive pastor at
Harvest Christian Fellowship, said
the long-distance email came to
mind while he was watching Greg
Laurie, the congregation’s senior
pastor and Harvest Crusade’s key-

Since 1990 Riverside pastor Greg Laurie has led evangelistic crusades at Angel Stadium in Anaheim.

note evangelist, preaching a service
at their Orange County satellite
campus in Irvine while it was being
streamed to other locations.
“I was watching this unfold and
realizing that it doesn’t matter
where Greg Laurie was preaching,
the response to the gospel was the
same,” said Collins, whose main duties include oversight of the congregation’s large crusade ministries.
It’s a big job.
For 22 years, the church has
hosted Harvest Crusades around
the globe. The large stadium-style
events are reminiscent of the evangelistic outreaches made famous by
Billy Graham.
Since 1990, the Harvest Crusades
have been presented annually in
Anaheim, with several other locations each year, including the California cities of Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego, Long Beach,
Riverside, Visalia, Ventura, Santa
Barbara, Santa Monica, San Jose
and Turlock, as well as Chicago, Se-

What: Orange County
Harvest Crusade
When: Aug. 25-26, 2012
Where: Angel Stadium, Anaheim
What: Los Angeles
Harvest Crusade
When: Sep. 8-9, 2012
Where: Dodger Stadium, LA
Info: harvest.org/crusades
attle, Dallas, Fort Lauderdale, Colorado Springs, Phoenix, Albuquerque, New York City, Philadelphia,
Honolulu, Akron, Ohio; Eugene,
Ore.; Augusta, Ga.; Fayetteville,
Ark; and Raleigh, N.C.
International crusades have been
held in Canada, New Zealand and
Australia.
Combined they have drawn more
than 4.4 million people, with at
See HARVEST, page 7
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TRAFFICKING…
Continued from page 1
“I think we kind of abdicated the
role of the church in taking care of
orphans, widows and the needy,”
she said. “Our role is not only to
serve as a witness to Him, but to
also do good in His name.
“Someone who is on the street
doesn’t have anyone to look after
them, and, in my mind, that is an
orphan. They are abused. They are
enslaved. Jesus Christ himself was
the most holy person in the world,
and he mingled with these people.
Why wouldn’t I?”
Shaw’s heart for anti-trafficking
ministry evolved out of her volunteer work with World Concern, a
Seattle-based ministry that specializes in disaster response and development programs to help the
global poor pull themselves out
of poverty. Shaw became involved
with the ministry’s Women of Purpose outreach while living in Seattle a decade ago. Women of Purpose linked American women with
their poor counterparts, prompting several trips to Thailand, an
international hotbed for human
trafficking.
While still working with World
Concern, Shaw began to investigate America’s own big, dark secret: human trafficking is a vibrant,
underworld business.
According to the FBI, California
is the only state with the distinction
of having three of the agency’s 10
High Intensity Child Prostitution
Areas. Los Angeles ranks first on
the list, San Francisco No. 7 and
San Diego No 8.
“This issue is very relevant to us
in California, although it’s an issue
in every state,” said Kath Rogers,
who is the San Diego coordinator
for the Californians Against Sexual
Exploitation Act.
Seeing tighter sanctions
The group is hoping to secure
the signatures of at least 800,000
registered voters statewide. The
deadline to get the signatures is
April 13.
Rogers said that with limited
funding to secure signatures,
Christian volunteers will be the key
to the initiative’s success.
“I’m hoping that the Christian
church is going to be a huge player
in the signature-gathering phase,”
Rogers said. “The faith-based as-

pects of the campaign are going to
be important.”
Rogers said the initiative drive
is the second grassroots effort in
California and, if approved, would
create the toughest anti-trafficking
laws in the nation. In the two years
since the last statewide attempt,
Rogers said the proposed law has
more organizational support and
funding.
“We have a lot of volunteers.”,
she said. “It’s really just a matter of
getting it on the ballot. We really
don’t have any opposition to this.
People really do care. They are eager to sign, they are eager to help.”
Despite little opposition, both
Rogers and Shaw said the ballot
approach is necessary because efforts to get the laws through the
legislature have been futile. Shaw
said her daughter, who worked as
a legislative director in Sacramento
last year, helped to draft four bills
directly targeting human trafficking. Like many of the nearly 3,000
bills introduced in the chambers,
all four failed to clear committees.
A major factor in derailing the effort, Shaw said, was the increased
costs of enforcement and limited
prison space.
In the meantime, the sex slave
trade has mushroomed, particularly in Southern California.
“California truly is an area where
human trafficking is high density,”
Shaw said. “It is running rampant
right now.”
Growing like gangbusters
Realizing the lucrative nature
of the business, gangs are also expanding beyond their traditional
guns and drugs trades to cash in on
flesh peddling.
“Organized crime is becoming
so involved with this because it’s a
money maker,” Shaw said. “Drugs
you sell one time, but people you
can sell over and over and over.”
Also fueling the industry is the
Internet, which has widened access
beyond the traditional port and
border regions.
“That’s been a huge cause of the
increase in human trafficking in recent years,” Rogers said.
Although pimps smuggle victims
into the country from developing
nations, America has its own human stockpile, usually in the form
of runaways and foster youth who
are easily grabbed off of the streets.
“They don’t have strong community ties so they are easy prey,” Rog-
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Ginger Shaw, second from left, and Scharme Hettinga, a friend from Seattle,
right, visit a couple of young women during a World Concern trip to Thailand.
Shaw has become involved with anti-trafficking issues and is a local coordinator
of a signature drive to get the Californians Against Sexual Exploitation Act on the
November ballot.

ers said.
Most of the victims of sex slavery are tricked into the practice
by beguiling men who shower the
women and youth with love and
gifts under the guise of being a
“boyfriend.”
“Even if it’s not a direct means of
force, the girls are being manipulated in other ways,” Rogers said.
In some instances, Shaw said,
young men are targeting high
school girls, raping them while secretly taping the assault. They then
use the videotape to blackmail their
victims into becoming sex slaves.
With the advent of such sites as YouTube and Facebook, predators have
even wider avenues of threat.

“It’s beyond comprehension,”
Shaw said.
Easing legal parameters
The new law, Shaw said, will
make it much easier to prosecute
those who are enslaving women
and children by easing some of
the legal obstacles.
“It is difficult to process in many
cases because they don’t use force,”
Shaw said. “Most young women in
particular don’t go down this road
because they want to, they go down
this road because they have been
abused.”
It’s that vulnerability that Shaw
hopes will draw the church into
becoming part of the solution.

“We need to call members of the
church not to tiptoe around the
issue and shake their heads with
compassion, but to stand up and
be courageous enough to step into
the fray here and rescue our women
and children,” she said.
It was the notion of moving from
compassion to action that prompted Shaw and several other women
to start FreeThem Road, a road
ministry that seeks to raise awareness of human trafficking at truck
stops, fast food restaurants, hotels,
community centers and libraries.
Volunteers with the ministry distribute literature and fliers from
the National Human Trafficking
Resource Center, which lists the 24hour hotline. Among their prime
targets is Interstate 5, because it
runs the length of the state.
On a recent road trip to Las Vegas, the team visited 24 truck stops
and posted more than 60 signs, primarily in stopover restrooms. Upcoming road trips include Arizona
in March and Las Vegas in April.
“It’s God’s heart and he calls us to
it,” she said of serving orphans and
widows. “That’s why I’m involved.
That’s why we should be involved.
“Yes, it’s risky. It’s not pretty. It’s
not fun. It’s hard work. It’s hard
work emotionally to be a voice.”
• Visit www.CASEAct.org to learn
more about the initiative, to find out
more information on signing and to
discover how to gather signatures at
your church, organization and with
friends or family.
• Call the CASE Act/ SD office to
request a speaker for your church,
small group or organization at (858)
573-1199. Ginger Shaw can be contacted by email at caseforjustice@
yahoo.com.
• For more information on FreeThem
Road, visit www.freethemroad.org.

Inside view of human trafficking
The Californians Against Sexual
Exploitation Act is a joint partnership
of California Against Slavery and the
Safer California Foundation. According to its leaders the new initiative is
necessary because “our laws reflect our
societal values.”
“Human trafficking is a brutal
human rights abuse,” the CASE
website says. “It is also a lucrative
criminal business. Current California laws offer little protection for
victims targeted by human traffickers and online predators. It is crucial to decrease incentives and increase the risk for those involved in
the enslavement and exploitation
of human beings.”
By the numbers
• According to the 2010 Trafficking
in Persons Report issued by the U.S.
State Department, an estimated 12.3
million people are enslaved worldwide.
• 17,500 are trafficked into the
United States each year for sexual
and labor slavery, according to estimates by the U.S. government.
• The U.S. State Department estimates that 80 percent of trafficking
victims internationally are women
and 50 percent are children.
• A 2009 study by the University of Pennsylvania estimates that
nearly 300,000 youth in the United
States are at risk of being sexually
exploited for commercial uses.
• The average age an American
child will enter into the commercial sex industry, according to the
Department of Justice, is between
12 and 14 years.
• The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children reports
that as many as one-third of runaways will be approached by a pimp
within 48 hours on the street.

the fines will be used to fund local
victim services.
• Require anyone convicted of
prostituting a minor to register as a
sex offender and disclose all Internet and social networking accounts.
• Provide mandatory training for
all California law enforcement officers.
• California law provides sentences for the human trafficking of
a minor by four, six or eight years in
prison and a fine of up to $100,000.
The proposed Californians Against
Sexual Exploitation Act will do
the following:
• Make it easier to prosecute
child trafficking cases.
• Increase prison sentences from
three to eight years to up to life in
prison.
• Increase fines from $100,000 to
up to $1.5 million. Revenue from

Why an initiative?
• California state legislators have
been unable to agree on enough
points to pass laws ensuring the
safety and protection of children.
• Surveys have shown this to be
an important issue to the majority of California’s 17 million voters.
Surveys have also shown it would
have majority support in the November general election.
• The CASE Act Initiative campaign will raise awareness and spark
a nationwide discussion on human
trafficking.

Other resources on human trafficking
California Against Slavery, a nonprofit, nonpartisan human rights
organization targeting human trafficking •
www.californiaagainstslavery.org
Truckers Against Trafficking • www.truckersagainsttrafficking.com
Bilateral Safety Corridor Coalition, local anti-trafficking
organizations • www.bscc.org
Thru National Human Trafficking Research Center and Polaris
Project, which operates a 24-hour hotline for tipsters and victims •
www.polarisproject.org
Generate Hope, a comprehensive and long-term recovery
program for young women who have been trafficked, prostituted, or
otherwise sexually exploited • www.generatehope.org
Breaking Chains, a group focusing on human trafficking in Latin
America • www.breakingchains.com
Not For Sale, a ministry that mobilizes and equips activists to reabolish slavery by countering human trafficking •
www.notforsalecampaign.org
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Appeals court overturns California’s same-sex marriage ban
By Lori Arnold
SAN FRANCISCO — Protect Marriage, the group that is defending
Proposition 8, has asked the full 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals to reconsider
a Feb. 7 decision declaring the law
unconstitutional.
An appeal of the ruling was expected,
but attorneys also had the option of
appealing directly to the U.S. Supreme
Court. A three-judge panel of the 9th
Circuit overturned Proposition 8 by a
2-1 vote. If the appellate court agrees
to rehear the matter as requested on
Feb. 21, it will do so with a full panel of
the court, which is known as “en banc.”
“After careful consideration, we
determined that asking for reconsideration by the full 9th Circuit, before
going to the U.S. Supreme Court, is
in the best interest of defending Prop.
8,” said Andy Pugno, general counsel
for Protect Marriage. “This gives the
entire 9th Circuit a chance to correct
this anomalous decision by just two
judges overturning the vote of seven
million Californians.”
In issuing its Feb. 7 decision, the
panel nullified the 2008 majority vote

declaring marriage as between one
man and one woman.
“Proposition 8 served no purpose,
and had no effect, other than to lessen
the status and human dignity of gays
and lesbians in California,” Judge Stephen Reinhardt wrote in the majority
opinion.
Brian Raum, senior counsel for
the Alliance Defense Fund, which is
also representing Protect Marriage,
disagreed, saying the court erred on
several fronts.
“The people of California deserve
to have their marriage amendment defended before the full appeals court,”
Raum said. “The panel’s ruling mischaracterized the purpose of marriage,
failed to faithfully and fairly interpret
the Constitution, and disregarded
every relevant appellate and Supreme
Court precedent in American history.
Marriage is too valuable to be redefined
by two San Francisco judges in a case
funded by Hollywood millionaires.”
After the appellate ruling, gay-rights
groups across the state scheduled rallies and marches to celebrate the win.
Even with the victory, however, a courtordered stay will block gay marriages

at least until an appeal of the latest
decision is heard.
Immediately after the ruling was
issued, Raum said he believes the appellate court exceeded its jurisdiction
in rendering its decision.
“No court should presume to redefine
marriage,” he said. “No court should
undercut the democratic process by
taking the power to preserve marriage
out of the hands of the people.”
Raum added that Americans have
consistently rejected the concept of
same-sex marriage.
“Sixty-three million Americans in
31 state elections have voted on marriage, and 63 percent voted to preserve
marriage as the timeless, universal,
unique union between husband and
wife,” he said.
Charles J. Cooper of Cooper & Kirk
law firm, lead counsel for Protect Marriage, said the appeals court painted
supporters of the measure with a
broad brush.
“The idea that Californians—of all
people—sought to ‘send a message that
gays and lesbians are of lesser worth,’
as the two-judge decision claims, is
simply absurd,” he said. “Voters from

Legislative Update

Flashpoint: State legislature
works to promote LGBT worldview
By Rebecca Burgoyne
SACRAMENTO — During the
2008 Proposition 8 campaign, opponents of the measure disparaged
supporters’ arguments that failure
to protect marriage’s definition
would result in homosexual “marriages” being taught to schoolchildren.
Many fence-sitters and doubters awoke to that truth becoming
a reality with last year’s passage of
Senate Bill 48, which dictates that
positive portrayals of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender individuals be included in social studies curriculum. SB 48 was promoted as a
means of decreasing LGBT bullying and harassment.
While no child should have to
deal with the harmful taunts and
name calling of others, it is doubly wrong to focus on one area of
bullying to the exclusion of others.
Statistics show bullying to be a widespread problem. Thirty percent of
all children report having been
involved in bullying—either as the
victim or the bully.
According to studies, the highest
incidences of bullying are attributed to opposite gender issues such
as boys against girls and one race or
ethnicity against another. Children
who struggle with obesity are 65
percent more likely to be bullied,
and those who have a disability may
be as much as 85 percent more
likely to be bullied. Yet today’s politically correct focus is squarely on
bullying as it impacts the homosexual community.
Since the mid-1990s, the California Legislature has focused
on the issue of bullying, slowly
and incrementally introducing
a politicized agenda under the
guise of safe schools and tolerance. With openly homosexual
Assembly Speaker John Perez,
D-Los Angeles, seven additional
lesbian and homosexual legislators—and a legislative majority
sympathetic to the advancement
of homosexual rights—a handful of bills addressing anti-LGBT
bullying were signed into law
last year alone, and a focus on

expanding that agenda is apparent in 2012.
SB 48 passed the Legislature supposedly as a means to instill pride
for homosexuals and cut down on
LGBT bullying. Due to state budget
constraints, there was no funding
attached to the measure. With the
next major curriculum reviews and
textbook updates not slated to occur until 2015—a postponement
dictated by the Legislature to save
money—individual districts are left
to interpret and implement one of
the most contentious curriculum
changes in decades with little state
direction or fiscal help.
Even the Los Angeles Times wrote
in an October 2011 editorial, “This
is what happens when school laws
are passed for political reasons
rather than educational ones. …
What’s more, the state lacks the
time or resources to develop lesson
plans or a curriculum to help guide
them.”
Supplemental materials
While the budget shortfall has
limited the impact of SB 48 to
some extent, pro-homosexual activist groups—which have already
carved deep inroads into the public
schools—are stepping into the void
to provide biased supplemental materials. Changes in the Los Angeles
Unified and San Francisco United
School Districts—both pioneers
in teaching a homosexual worldview—are well under way.
This year’s pro-LGBT legislative offerings will only be worse.
On legislators’ first day back in
the Capitol in January, Assemblyman Tom Ammiano, D-San Francisco, gutted and amended an
unrelated bill to require schools
to permit students to participate
in sex-segregated activities according to their chosen gender
identity—not necessarily their
biological one. After much public outcry, Assembly Bill 266 was
pulled from consideration. However, its proponents plan to build
legislative support and educate
school and sports personnel in
hopes of reintroducing the bill in
the future.

License plate ads
Earlier this year, Assemblywoman Mary Hayashi, D-Hayward, introduced another pro-LGBT bill.
AB 1539, if passed into law, would
make California the fourth state to
offer LGBT-themed license plates.
There are currently a number of
special-interest plates, available for
an extra fee, that promote and raise
funds for various causes, including
veterans’ organizations, environmental causes and a scholarship
fund for surviving children of those
lost in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks.
According to AB 1539, the new
special-interest plate fees would pay
for increased anti-bullying education. The bill would require the
Department of Motor Vehicles, in
consultation with the California Department of Education, to design
and make available license plates
that promote the state’s policy that
prohibits “discrimination, harassment, intimidation and bullying
based on actual or perceived characteristics and disability, gender, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion,
sexual orientation, or association
with a person or group with one or
more of these actual or perceived
characteristics.”
Language in the bill itself once
again focuses on the problems
faced by LGBT students to the exclusion of other motivations behind bullying.
Incremental activism
California has had a long history
of involving politics in the classroom. Incrementally, activists for
politically correct causes have crafted legislation not only to gain a
foothold in our state’s public classrooms, but also to teach the young
and impressionable their version of
“truth” about homosexuality outside the authority of mom and dad.
As Proposition 8 now appears to
be heading to the U.S. Supreme
Court, the acceptance of homosexuality in our classrooms and culture
is at a flashpoint.
Burgoyne is a research analyst
with the California Family Council.

all walks of life, political parties, races
and creeds supported Proposition 8.”
Ruling not a surprise
Although a disappointment to supporters of traditional marriage, the
ruling was not entirely unexpected.
During a hearing on the issue last
fall, the three-judge panel appeared
to support the arguments of attorneys
representing several gay rights couples.
“We are not surprised that this
Hollywood-orchestrated attack on marriage—tried in San Francisco—turned
out this way,” Raum said. “But we are
confident that the expressed will of the
American people in favor of marriage
will be upheld at the Supreme Court.
Every pro-marriage American should
be pleased that this case can finally go to
the U.S. Supreme Court. The ProtectMarriage.com legal team’s arguments
align with every other federal appellate
and Supreme Court decision on marriage in American history.”
California voters approved Proposition 8 in 2008 by a margin of 52-48,
but it was immediately challenged by
gay-rights supporters.
The Feb. 7 decision upheld the 2010
trial court ruling by then-U.S. District
Judge Vaughn R. Walker, declaring
Proposition 8 unconstitutional. After
he retired in 2011, Walker disclosed
that he was gay and in a long-term
relationship, prompting Protect Marriage to file a separate suit seeking
to toss the verdict citing a conflict of
interest. The 9th Circuit appeals court
denied the request.
“The 9th Circuit did what it must: it
ruled that Judge Walker is competent,
not somehow diminished for being
gay, and it ruled that the Constitution
of the United States indeed provides
equal protection and due process to all
Americans, not just some Americans,”
Rick Jacobs, chairman and founder of
the national gay-rights group Courage
Campaign, said after the court struck
down the amendment.
In his dissenting opinion, Judge
N. Randy Smith, specifically citing
procreation and parenting issues,
urged judicial restraint as it pertains
to legislative matters.
“Ultimately, I am not convinced that
Proposition 8 is not rationally related
to a legitimate governmental interest,”
he wrote. “I must therefore respectfully
dissent.”
Videotapes blocked
While unsuccessful on the larger

question of constitutionality, Protect
Marriage was successful on Feb. 2 when
the 9th Circuit court ordered the sealing of videotapes Walker made of the
original trial. The appellate judges said
public release of the court hearings
would violate a vow Walker made by
assuring attorneys they would remain
private. That decision reverses a lower
court ruling ordering the tapes be
released.
Walker videotaped the trial despite
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling blocking
the broadcasting of the trial. Most federal trials ban the use of cameras inside
the courtroom. But Walker taped the
hearings anyway, saying they would only
be used for his personal review. After
he retired last year, however, Walker
took a copy of the video and showed
excerpts during a public address.
Imperial County clerk
denied right to intervene
In its decision the 9th Circuit court
also denied a petition filed by Advocates
for Faith & Freedom to intervene on
behalf of Imperial County Clerk Chuck
Storey and in defense of the law in order
to provide a governmental defendant
willing to ensure that the case is decided
by the higher courts.
Storey said he will now seek an appeal from the U.S. Supreme Court in
conjunction with Protect Marriage.
“I took an oath of office to uphold the
California Constitution, and Proposition 8 is part of the Constitution,” said
Storey, whose role includes serving as
the Commissioner of Civil Marriage
for Imperial County.
Advocates for Faith & Freedom
contends that not only was the 9th
Circuit in error for denying intervention by the Imperial County
Clerk, the decision to overturn
Proposition 8 was contrary to long
held constitutional principles.
“Twice the voters of California have
voted to preserve marriage between
men and women, and twice they have
been challenged in the Courts. Clerk
Storey’s action is intended to help
ensure that the voice of the people
is heard in the courts,” said Robert
Tyler, General Counsel for Advocates
for Faith & Freedom.
“This case is not only important for
influencing nationwide law regarding marriage,” said Jennifer Monk,
Associate General Counsel for Advocates, “but it is also important for the
people of California to have their vote
respected.”
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Is the pioneering age of religious media over?
The Crystal Cain their day. Strangely,
thedral has officially
James Dobson left the
closed escrow and the
Focus on the Famiconic glass sanctuary
ily radio ministry he
designed by architect
built into a national
Philip Johnson is now
powerhouse for a
a Catholic church. But
different radio minthe sale represents
istry with his son. D.
much more than how
James Kennedy’s Corone media ministry
al Ridge Ministries
lost its way.
didn’t make plans for
Phil Cooke
Looking at many
a successor at all, and
of the classic and pionow, after struggling
neering media ministries of the for years, has recently rebranded
past 50 years, very few are recogniz- under a much different name.
able anymore and, as a result, I believe that era is definitely over.
The greatest challenges
Oral Roberts built the most successWhile some suffered from scanful media ministry of his time, and dals related to sex, and others from
the massive financial response built money, I think the two greatest
a university. But it became apparent challenges were:
that a second generation of leader1. They were obsessed with a
ship couldn’t sustain it. Today, his son family member following in their
Richard has left the university and the footsteps. Everyone wants a son or
ministry media outreach today is a daughter to follow in their calling,
fraction of the size it was at one time. but if they’re not qualified, you’re
Now, thanks to new leadership like only setting them up for failure.
Mart Green and Dr. Mark Rutland, Sure, give them a shot. Let them
Oral Roberts University is experiencing compete. But everyone’s different,
a rebirth and explosion in growth, but and if they don’t have the talents,
only because it’s in fresh, new hands. vision or leadership skills that made
Scandals crippled the media the first generation successful, then
ministries of Jimmy Swaggart and it’s time to start looking elsewhere.
Jim Bakker, both of which were ex- Don’t let your well-intentioned love
traordinarily large and influential for family damage the work God

There’s a new generation of
pastors and media leaders in
the church who have learned
from…a previous generation.
has called you to accomplish, and
destroy the lives of your children.
2. The second mistake is not realizing how the culture had changed.
In many cases, these original media
ministries were remarkably creative
and innovative. Drive-in churches,
prime time TV programs, massive
stadium events and crusades, global
satellite linkups, and more.
But once the organization became successful, the very innovation
that launched them was banned, in
favor of less risky strategies. Some
stuck slavishly to the original vision,
style and techniques, even though
it was obvious the audience had
moved on.
Fortunately today, there’s a new
generation of pastors and media
leaders in the church who have
learned from the victories and

mistakes of a previous generation.
They integrate their family with
well-qualified team members from
the outside. They’re not platform
centric, and understand that compelling stories are more important
than individual platforms. As a
result, you’ll find them at typical
religious media events, but also at
secular film festivals, Hollywood,
and anywhere short films and web
content is finding an audience.
The first generation broke
through. Billy Graham and Oral
Roberts broke the color line in
their live crusades. Oral Roberts
made the first deal with a major TV
network—NBC—for prime-time
specials. Jimmy Swaggart funneled
millions of dollars toward overseas
missions. Pat Robertson started
buying TV stations. Jim Bakker

began in youth programming but
didn’t end there. Paul Crouch built
TBN—the largest privately owned
network in the world—period.
Dubious cloud
Today, those achievements are
rarely remembered, largely because
of the cloud of dubious behavior
many exhibited, and also because
the culture they ignored has now
moved on to something else.
The question for today’s media
leaders is: What will they say about
you 30 or 40 years from today? Will
you have held fast to your calling or
fallen by the wayside? Will you grow
too successful to keep taking risks?
Will you become less bold because
you have more to protect? Will you
be producing projects to make a
difference or producing projects to
raise money?
Save this article, put it in a safe
place, and check it again 30 years
from now, and let me know how
you do…
Cooke is a Ph.D, producer and
media strategist. His new book
is “Branding Faith: Why Some
Churches and Non-Profits Impact
the Culture and Others Don’t” by
Regal Publishing. Find out more at
philcooke.com.

Proposition 8: Will the voice of the people ever be heard?
On Feb. 7, the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals decided that the
people of California had no right
to pass an initiative that limits marriage to one man and one woman.
“By using their initiative power
to target a minority group and
withdraw a right that it possessed,
without a legitimate reason for doing so, the people of California violated the Equal Protection Clause,”
the ruling read.
Twice the voters of California
have voted to preserve marriage between men and women, and twice
they have been challenged in the
courts. The struggle to defend traditional marriage has endured for
more than a decade:
2000 — If you remember way
back in 2000, 61 percent of California voters passed Proposition 22,

which defined marriage as between
one man and one woman.
February 2004 — Gavin Newsom, the then-mayor of San Francisco, ordered his staff to begin
performing so-called same-sex marriages, even though the law clearly
prohibited them from doing so. After three weeks, the California Supreme Court issued an injunction
enjoining the illegal marriages.
May 2008 — After numerous
lawsuits filed in 2004 challenging
Proposition 22 and four long years
of litigation, the California Supreme Court declared that Proposition 22 violated the Equal Protection Clause of the California State
Constitution.
November 2008 — Just a few
months later, Proposition 8 was
placed on the California ballot,
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Defending voters
The issue of the constitutionality of Proposition 8 is certainly the
crux of this case. However, there is
also another important question at
play here: who has a right to defend
Proposition 8?
The question of who has a right
to defend Proposition 8 has been at
the center of the litigation since the
governor, attorney general or any
other named defendants refused to
defend the initiative adopted by a
majority vote of the people of California.
After the official campaign proponents were granted the right to
intervene in the district court, questions were raised as to whether they
would have sufficient standing to
appeal the case and ultimately take
it to the U.S. Supreme Court.

ing Feb. 8 declaring
Amid those conProposition 8 unconcerns, Advocates for
stitutional, while at the
Faith & Freedom filed
same time determining
a petition to intervene
that the official propoon behalf of the counnents of Proposition 8
ty of Imperial and in
have sufficient standing
defense of the law in
to defend the law, but
order to provide a
denying County Clerk
governmental defendant willing to ensure
Chuck Storey the right
that the higher courts
to intervene.
decide the case. When
Jennifer Monk
What’s next?
the district court overturned Proposition 8, it also denied
Ultimately, the official proponents
intervention, or standing, to the of Proposition 8, along with County
county. Along with the official pro- Clerk Chuck Storey, will seek review
ponents, the county and its deputy from the U.S. Supreme Court.
clerk appealed the decision to the
“I took an oath of office to up9th Circuit.
hold the California Constitution,
On Jan. 4, 2011, the 9th Circuit and Proposition 8 is part of the
denied intervention to the county Constitution,” Storey said.
of Imperial and one of its deputy
We at Advocates contend that
county clerks for insufficient stand- not only was the 9th Circuit in error
ing. However, the court left open for denying intervention to Clerk
the question of whether an elected Storey, the decision to overturn
county clerk, rather than just a Proposition 8 was also contrary to
deputy county clerk, would have long-held constitutional principles.
sufficient standing. Meanwhile, This case is not only important for
Chuck Storey, who was elected as influencing nationwide law regardthe Imperial County Clerk in No- ing marriage, but it is also imporvember 2010, filed a petition to in- tant for the people of California to
tervene in February 2011 saying his have their vote respected.
job would directly be affected by
Monk is associate general counthe overturning of Proposition 8.
He also wanted to ensure that the sel at Murietta-based Advocates for
Faith and Freedom. For more inforpeople’s vote was defended.
That brings us to the current time. mation, visit www.faith-freedom.
The 9th Circuit issued its final rul- com.

The new homosexual curriculum
Where are all the credentialed
experts who are going to teach California’s children about homosexuality? Teachers are credentialed in
math, science, English, history, the
arts and other structured studies
and disciplines, but there are not
enough teachers, to my knowledge,
with credentials in homosexual
studies to teach the new SB-48 curriculum to 5-year-olds through 12th
graders. Obviously this is an oversight of our entire state Legislature
and Moonbeam governor.

Furthermore, no one responsible
for teaching the homosexual curriculum to school children seems
to know any negative aspects about
the lifestyle or its historical figures.
Apparently homosexuality is the
magical, mystery, fairytale lifestyle.
Teachers unions, which support
the gay agenda, don’t appear to be
worried about the lack of teachers
credentialed in homosexual studies. The ignorance of teaching
homosexual studies in public is beyond indoctrination, it borders on
religion. The people who want to

once more asking voters to define
marriage as between one man and
one woman; it passed with 52 percent of the vote. Since that time,
different parties have tried to strip
the California voters of their power
by overturning the measure. Hoping to avoid a judicial repeat of
Proposition 22, the new measure
changed the state constitution by
way of an amendment.
February 2012 — The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel ruled that
Proposition 8, a voter-backed initiative,
violates the Constitution.

push this curriculum want children
to worship homosexuals.
Teachers are supposed to know
something about the topics they
teach, and yet it appears that California teachers are unqualified to
teach homosexual studies
The real truth about the oftenviolent lifestyle is that it has the
lowest lifespan of any lifestyle in the
nation.
I pray for and pity the sick fools
who have done this to children.
Raymond Saenz
Valley Center, Calif.
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Komen caves: An object lesson for all of us
Komen for the
Cure’s stunning reversal to fund Planned
Parenthood after all,
has an important lesson for us all.
No doubt you
watched the unfolding drama of the Susan G. Komen for the
Cure
foundation’s
decision to de-fund
Chuck
Planned
Parenthood—and then its stunning reversal.
What you saw was a concerted,
intentional effort by an ideological
minority—the radical pro-abortion
forces—not just to make their case
in public, but to destroy the opposition. Using incendiary language,
accusing Komen of endangering
the lives of women, they made no

pretense to pursue
civil discourse.
And it’s a tragedy
that Komen for the
Cure caved. Because
all of the rational arguments were on their
side.
First of all, Planned
Parenthood
does
not perform mammograms, its doctors
Colson
simply provide breast
cancer referrals. No wonder Komen for the Cure figured its money
could be better spent on organizations that provide direct treatment.
And of course there’s the uncomfortable link between breast cancer and
abortion. A 2009 study by the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
showed “a statistically significant 40%
increased risk [of breast cancer] for

women who have abortions.”
Second, Komen’s stated policy
was not to contribute to organizations under investigation. Well,
Planned Parenthood is under
Congressional investigation for potentially misusing federal funds—
funds that by law may not be used
for abortions. In 2010, the organization received fully 46 percent of
its funding—487 million dollars—
from government grants.
Yet according to Planned Parenthood’s latest annual report, the
organization and its many affiliates performed more than 329,000
abortions in 2010—or a full 91 percent of services rendered to pregnant women.
It sure sounds to me that they’re
flouting the law.
Finally, this never was about the
money. Komen’s grant was a drop in

Planned Parenthood’s bucket. As Tim
Stanley of the UK Telegraph pointed
out, Komen for the Cure’s annual
grant made up a mere .058 percent of
Planned Parenthood’s budget!
So what is this all about? Look
friends, Komen is the kind of respectable and mainstream partner
that Planned Parenthood desperately needs to continue its charade
that it is all about “women’s health.”
And it and its friends will bully and
shout down anybody who dares to
disagree with them.
What happened to Komen is a
perfect example of the despotism
of the modern left. Disagree with
them, they vilify you and seek to
intimidate you into silence. Tragically, Komen caved.
As I’ve been saying, we must
break the spiral of silence. That’s
why it is so important to speak out,

even now. Let Komen know that
you appreciated what they did to
de-fund Planned Parenthood and
that you are horrified that they
didn’t have the courage to stick to
their convictions.
Here is the lesson for us in all of
this: We must have the courage of
our convictions. Remember, courage is the first of the cardinal virtues, the virtue on which all others
depend. We must never cave when
it comes to defending the Truth, no
matter what comes our way.
Just remember, we have no
choice but to stand for what is true
and just and to oppose evil no matter what the cost.
© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Reprinted with permission. “BreakPoint with Chuck Colson” is a radio
ministry of Prison Fellowship.

Losing liberty: A slippery slope that is an avalanche
“Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction
that these liberties are the gift of God?”
— Thomas Jefferson
“The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the
people; it is an instrument for the people
to restrain the government -- lest it come
to dominate our lives and interests.”
— Patrick Henry
Liberty is always tenuous. Those
who enjoy it seem to be a minority in the world. That’s why liberty
must not only be preserved by
those who currently benefit from
it; it must also be fought for and
constantly renewed for future
generations, because there are
always those who wish to restrict
or eliminate our freedoms.
The Obama administration’s
ham-fisted attempt to require that
contraceptives and abortifacients
be offered to employees of Catholic
and other religious institutions is
a serious threat to our civil liberties. Yes, federal (through EEOC
oversight) and state governments
already play this role and have for a
time. According to the Guttmacher
Institute, “Some 28 states have
mandated coverage of birth control
and 20 of those have some sort of
exemption for religious employers.” New York and California are
among the 28. But do we really want

If the administration can
get away with this, there
will be no stopping it.
government to continue to take
the place of individual conscience?
Should government continue to
dictate to its citizens how to order
and conduct their lives?
But wait. Didn’t President
Obama give in to the concerns
of Roman Catholic bishops by excusing Catholic institutions from
paying for contraceptives and
“morning-after” pills for their employees? Not exactly. The president
disingenuously shifted the burden
to insurance companies, which
have now been ordered to offer
the pills “free” to any employee
who wants them.
Nothing is “free.” The cost will
eventually be added to the price of
the policies, which the employer
will wind up paying for anyway.
The cost will then be passed along
to the employee.
The bishops weren’t fooled. After initially expressing “cautious op-

timism” over the administration’s
“first step in the right direction,”
they issued a statement, reports
the Wall Street Journal, saying they
still have “serious moral concerns”
and cannot support the announced
compromise, despite the fact that
many thousands of religious institutions will be exempted from the
mandate.
This issue was always about more
than contraceptives and who pays
for them. It is about individual
liberty and whether the government under “Obamacare” has the
constitutional right to dictate to
private businesses and churchrelated entities when such orders
violate conscience and religious
beliefs. Would the administration
also order a conscientious objector
to engage in combat? It’s the same
principle.
If the administration can get
away with this, there will be no

stopping it. If governtive benefits, said,
ment can force an in“Here’s the probsurance company or
lem: The ‘savings’
institution to pay for
substantially comes
a birth-control pill
from
pregnancy
or a morning-after
avoidance.
That’s
pill, it can, under the
what religious-based
same authority, conopponents of the
ceivably force them
birth control/early
to pay for a euthaabortifacient mannasia pill for those
date objected to in
Cal Thomas
others have deemed
the first place.”
unfit to live.
There are two possible remedies:
Too extreme? Most inhuman- A decision expected this spring by
ities begin with extremes. What the Supreme Court that Obamis to stop the government from acare is unconstitutional, or a
such behavior? If the Constitu- complete repeal of the health-care
tion’s protection of religious free- law, which would require a Repubdom is to be annulled, along with lican Congress and a Republican
the already voided “endowed” president.
right to life written into the DecWhat other liberties does the
laration of Independence, by Obama administration want to
what moral or legal authority can subvert? In his Super Bowl Sunanyone stop government from day interview with NBC’s Matt
doing anything? This is more Lauer, President Obama apthan a slippery slope; this is an peared to complain about the
avalanche and it threatens our Founding Fathers, whom he sugmost fundamental rights, without gested, “...designed a system that
which we morph into something makes it more difficult to bring
other than the America we have about change that I would like
known.
sometimes.” It’s called the separaResponding to the president’s tion of powers, Mr. President, and
remarks in which he pulled back it was created to protect the naon his insurance company man- tion from a dictatorial executive
date, Amy Ridenour, chair of branch.
the National Center for Public
© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
Policy Research, weighing in on
the cost of providing contracep- Inc.

ObamaCare, Ronald Reagan, and the crisis of conscience in America
We were told this would not
happen. We were told to just let
the bill pass and read it later. Well,
we are reading it now. And the
fine print doesn’t look good for
religious freedom.
Perhaps you have heard about
the Jan. 29 “pulpit protest” by Roman Catholic priests around the
nation over the administration’s
mandated health care program
which will require Catholic institutions—universities, hospitals
and seminaries—to “tow the
line” regarding national health
care mandates, most notably the
requirement to provide insurance
that will promote contraception
and ultimately abortion.
The protest is unprecedented
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. But make no mistake.
This is not a Catholic issue only.
It is not a contraception issue. It
is a religious liberty issue. It is an
American issue.

Phoenix Bishop
Thomas J. Olmsted
was spot on when he
preached, “we cannot, we will not, comply with this unjust
law. Our parents and
grandparents did not
come to these shores
to help build (America) ... Or to have the
Michael
posterity stripped of
their God-given rights...” This
Presbyterian says “Amen” to that
Catholic bishop.
As the next chancellor and
CEO of one of America’s largest
protestant seminaries, I can tell
you that the Obama health care
mandate is already having an
enormous impact on our ministry.
Yet until this latest revelation, the
impact has mostly been financial.
In a word, this thing is going to be
extraordinarily expensive.
Now, unless there is a wholesale

repeal of this act or
unless there are dramatic and immediate
steps taken to curb
the government’s
prying into the consciences of religious
institutions like our
seminary, or other
similar religious organizations that apA. Milton peal to a higher law
than man’s, we will have a constitutional crisis on our hands. I
realize that those are heavy words,
but we must all realize that this is
a weighty matter.
It is interesting that Ronald
Reagan’s 101st birthday on Feb.
6, 1911 was celebrated as this
crisis unfolds before us. He had
something to say about how
government-mandated medicine
steals liberty. Back in 1961 then
actor and General Electric spokesman Reagan warned America:

“One of the traditional ways
of imposing statism or socialism
on a people has been by way of
medicine ...”
Reagan went on to describe how
a secularist government would use
national health care to advance
other leftist agendas. He also went
on to quote a founder who warned
against the loss of liberty through
gradual intrusion of a meddling
government:
James Madison, in a June 1788
speech at the Virginia ratifying
convention on control of the
military, warned, “Since the general civilization of mankind, I
believe there are more instances
of abridgment of the freedom of
the people by gradual and silent
encroachment by those in power
than by violent and sudden usurpations.”
If liberty and freedom were a
government-issued right then it
would have the prerogative to take

it back. But liberty and freedom,
as our founders declared, come
from God. To meddle with those
rights of conscience is to return
to the crisis of human rights that
gave rise to this nation. Unless
these violations of religious rights
are expelled now, they will bring
ruin to this nation.
It is time for Americans to speak
up for religious freedom while
there is still time. Thank God for
the Catholic Bishops and priests
who did. We all must. For you
can’t lose just a little liberty. You
lose—we lose—all of it when we
lose any of it.
Milton serves as the chancellor/
CEO elect of Reformed Theological
Seminary, one of the largest accredited seminaries in the country;
a U.S. Army chaplain, instructing at
the Armed Forces Chaplain School;
and the James M. Baird Jr. chair of
pastoral theology at RTS/Charlotte.

6 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • March 2012 LA

www.christianexaminer.com

Couple uses art and hula to bring spiritual hope to Japan
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — Ten months after
a monster 9.0-earthquake and subsequent tsunami plundered Japan,
annihilating the landscape and lifestyles of many of its residents, Burton and Kat Sue were drawn to the
region more than ever.
“The door is open right now
because the tsunami wiped away
everything they worked for, everything was gone,” said Kat Sue, who,
with her husband, Burton, left for
Japan in mid-January for a yearlong
ministry outreach called The Butterfly Project. “When that happens
you have to put your trust in something else because nothing material
is left.”
The couple, members of San
Diego Japanese Christian Church,
said they hope to use creative arts
to fill the physical and spiritual
vacuum lingering after the mammoth March 11, 2011 disaster.
“Christians have been coming
to provide relief and support, and
that is softening hearts,” Kat Sue
said. “He called us to be servants
first. He called us to help. We
don’t expect anything in return.”
Burton, an IT manager with UPS
until he quit Jan. 6 to head to the
mission field, plans to use his art
training as a way to help the Japanese process their pain and suffering. Kat, a hula instructor, will offer
workshops in an effort to reach the
women. She left her job as a recruiter for an event planning company
that specializes in IT services.
“It was hard to do given the
economy, but we know God will
provide,” Burton Sue said. “God
has shown the way for many, many
years. I always wanted to use the
gift of art for God’s glory. We’re
ready to take a leap of faith. We
are blessed with the opportunity
and hope to make a difference
out there.”
The leap grew a little longer
in the days before they left when
they discovered that one of their
sponsoring agencies was slashing
its funding pledge for art supplies
because of a drop in its own donor
base.
“It really presents a burden to
us to continue the ministry, but we
know God will supply,” said Burton Sue, who studied illustration
at the Art Center College of De-

Southern California residents Burton and Kat Sue have moved to Japan for
a yearlong creative arts outreach for victims of last year’s earthquake and
tsunami. He will teach drawing classes, and she will offer gospel hula lessons.

sign and worked at Dreamworks.
“We can’t wait to see how God will
work.”
His artwork has been showcased
at the Shriner’s Childrens Hospital of Honolulu.
“It is our prayer that once we are
on the ground we will begin building relationships with the churches and different organizations.”
Ministry tools
The Sues’ desire to work with
the Japanese people began several
years before the earthquake when
Burton Sue sought out a relationship with the Japanese Evangelical
Missionary Society to pursue an
outlet for reaching people who
don’t know Christ. In 2010 the
couple went to Tokyo for a weeklong outreach using creative arts
at a seminary. They returned last
May to do some relief work though
Christian Relief, Assistance, Support and Hope, or CRASH.
“We were planning our anniversary and said let’s forget that. Let’s
go help somebody,” he said.
In addition to assistance from
their home church, CRASH and
JEM, the couple is also being supported by The Evangelical Alliance Mission (TEAM).
Their focus will be on therapeutic work through workshops at various relief bases where victims are
still living in temporary housing.
Entire towns are still absent, and
many transportation links remain
disrupted.
“There are thousands of people

who have no means to get back on
their feet,” he said before leaving,
adding that the elderly are especially vulnerable. “In many cases
they are stuck in limbo.
“The government is great with
cleaning up, but they are not as
big into the emotional care of
these individuals,” he said. “It’s
really going to be an encouragement for all the people staying in
these communities.”
Cultural barriers
Complicating relief efforts is the
culture itself, which places a strong
emphasis on independence. In
many instances the Japanese people will turn to “honorable suicides” to prevent becoming a burden. The practice has become so
widespread that the government
allocated $133 million in suicide
prevention assets for 2010, according to the Associated Press.
Religion is also a major factor
with less than 1 percent of the
population identifying as Christian. Most adhere to Shintoism, a
diverse faith that equates spirits to
natural elements to such things as
rivers, trees, mountains, rocks and
the wind. Many adherents also
practice Buddhism.
“(Japan is) one of the strongest
powers in the developed world, and
yet it’s one of the weakest in the
world spiritually,” Burton Sue said.
“I think the tsunami represents the greatest opportunity for
changed lives since World War II.”
It was at the conclusion of World

A young girl in Tokyo learns gospel hula taught during an outreach by Kat Sue.

War II when Gen. Douglas MacArthur urged a group of visiting
evangelicals to support the Asian
nation. He also asked several missionary societies to send “Bibles,
Bibles and more Bibles.”
“Japan is a spiritual vacuum,” the
general was quoted as saying. “If
you do not fill it with Christianity,
it will be filled with Communism.
Send me 1,000 missionaries.”
In the weeks after the twin natural disasters, a variety of Christian
ministries diverted resources to
the island, and those who were
already working in the region increased the support.
“It’s important to not forget,”
Kat Sue said. “The media has
moved on. There are a lot of
things going on in the world. The
recovery is long. For the Christian
population, the workers are few.
There is a lot ahead.”
Power of music
While Burton will focus on
teaching his style of “wholesome
cute” art, his wife will use Christian
music and hula. Together they
created the Hula Friends! website
that meshes their two passions.
“Music has always been my way
to community with God, through
trials and through joys. I love to
worship through music,” she said.
“Hula is all about storytelling.
Gospel hula is about storytelling
God’s story, telling His story.”
She has been trained at secular
hula schools called halaus as well
as with various hula ministries.
Most recently, she trained under
Kumu Hula Frances Lacangan
and has held a leadership position
in Naleonuoliakeaku, which means
Voices that Bring the Good News of
God. She is the leader of the Hula
Friends! Praise Team and teaches
gospel hula classes at her church.

Hula, she said, already has a
strong following in Japan, but adding the gospel element will drive
the genre from mere entertainment to providing its practitioners
with a strong Christian foundation.
“You learn the song, you learn
the moves, you learn to fully express the meaning of the song,” she
said. “You put the words on your
heart.”
She said that over time, the lessons become like Bible studies
where the students are reflecting
on the song’s meaning as they focus on interpreting through dance.
“It provides the group conformity that is important to the Japanese culture,” she said. “There is
a fellowship and unity of doing it
together.”
“Hula, specifically, with the Japanese culture is very effective because a lot of times the women are
the first to follow Christ, then their
children. The husband usually follows after that.”
To God be the glory
Burton Sue said the hula lessons
are carefully centered on Christ so
the moves are not misinterpreted.
“Hula has a reputation of being
sexy and provocative, but gospel
hula is nothing like that,” he said.
“It’s very reserved. It’s very biblical. It’s really interjecting a culture
with God’s Word. We are careful
that we also glorify God in all that
we do.”
For more information, visit www.butterflyjapan.com or
www.hulafriends.com.
Donations for art supplies can be
made on the butterfly website or by
sending a check with “#011026”
and “Art Supplies” on the memo
line to TEAM, P.O. Box 939, Wheaton, IL 60187-0969.

One of Burton Sue’s previous art students in Japan presents his artwork with a
big smile.
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Palau, Vujicic head speakers team for Spirit West Coast
Christian Examiner staff report
DEL MAR — Evangelist Luis Palau, who led a daylong outreach at
Mission Bay in 2010, returns to the
region May 25 as the opening night
speaker for Spirit West Coast.
Palau and his team drew nearly
50,000 people to the San Diego
CityFest, which celebrated the culmination of a five-month Season of
Project in which thousands of volunteers engaged in service projects
targeting the homeless, schools and
the military.
The opening night program at
Spirit West Coast is highly anticipated after producers opted to take a
one-year hiatus last year in Del Mar.
although the Monterey festival ran
as usual. This year’s Del Mar festival
is set for May 25 to 27.
The main stage talent for opening night will be TobyMac, The Afters and Britt Nicole. Other groups
slated to perform during the threeday event include MercyMe, Tenth
Avenue North, Family Force 5,
Matthew West, Chris August, Love
Song, The City Harmonic, Press
Play, Abandon, Dominic Balli, Peter Furler, Fireflight, Seventh Day
Slumber, Disciple, Manafest Manic
Drive, Phil Joel, Holland Davis,
Philmont and Angel Smythe.

What: Spirit West Coast
When: May 25-27
Where: Del Mar Fairgrounds
Artists: Dozens of bands (7
stages) including TobyMac,
MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North,
Matthew West, Peter Furler,
Family Force 5, Firelight, Britt
Nicole, Love Song, The Afters,
Disciple, Seventh Day Slumber
Speakers: Luis Palau, Nick
Vujicic, Joseph Rojas
Also: Comedy, worship, film
festival, action games, skate
park, seminars, local artists,
Children’s Fun Zone, talent
showcase, Christian Examiner
exhibit hall, camping
Tickets: Single day and full
event passes available. Group
and military discounts.
Web:
spiritwestcoast.org
In addition to Palau, another keynote speaker will be Nick Vujicic,
who event producers said was probably the most effective evangelistic
speaker in the history of SWC when
he spoke in San Diego in 2009.
Also speaking will be Joseph Rojas, Mike Donehey and Britt Nicole.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY KEENER

Nick Vujicic, seen here speaking at
the 2009 Spirit West Coast, will return
in 2012. Vujicic is considered SWC’s
most effective evangelistic speaker. His
compelling message is punctuated by his
triumph over his disability: he was born
without arms or legs.

Comedy, another staple at SWC,
will be presented by Bob Smiley
and Stephen B.
Over the course of the three
days, entertainment will be provided on seven stages and will span 15
hours each day. In addition to the
live acts, the festival features exhibits, food vendors, teaching, action
sports and games, a children’s fun

HARVEST…
Continued from page 1
least 370,000 people registering decisions of faith in Jesus Christ.
With the dawn of computer technology, however, the online exposure of the crusades has eclipsed
that of their stadium venues.
“We were an early adopter of the
Internet and streaming the whole
crusade,” Collins said. “We’ve been
doing that for years.”
The church has also been on the
leading edge of exposure for weekly
sermons by making them available
through webcasts and podcasts.
Expanding the reach
But while watching Laurie preach
in Orange County and streaming
the message to the next county
over, Collins had an epiphany to go
even larger, and the Harvest America campaign was born.
The concept is simple: don’t reinvent
the wheel; just make it go farther.
“Over the years we’ve seen the
live streaming going up to where
there are more people watching online than at the crusade, and these
are just individuals,” Collins said.
“Harvest America will still have all
of those individuals, but we’ll also
be mobilizing the churches.”
So, on Aug. 26, the last day of the
three-day 2012 Anaheim crusade,
Harvest will be making its crusade
event available to any church in the
United States for free.
“We are going to take Anaheim as
the platform,” Collins said. “They will
all have access to the gospel through
the Internet. We’re talking about the
best of mobility and what that might
look like in the context of a crusade.”
Just like the stadium outreaches, the concept for simultaneous
broadcasting evolved out of the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, which in 1970 tapped into an
innovative television relay system
to transmit a crusade held in Dortmund, Germany to theaters, arenas,
and stadiums throughout Western
Europe and into Yugoslavia. The
broadcast involved reaching speakers of eight different languages,
prompting one Graham aide to call
it “unscrambling Babel,” according

PHOTO BY BRITTANY KEENER

Evangelist Luis Palau, who led a 2010 San Diego outreach at Mission Bay, returns
to the region May 24 as the opening speaker for Spirit West Coast Del Mar.

zone and on-site camping.
Spirit West Coast Del Mar was
launched in 2004 and offers Southern California much of the same
activities as its older Monterey
counter-part, which was founded
in 1997 at the Laguna Seca Recreation Area. Together, organizers
said, they are the two largest and
only multiple-day Christian music
festivals in the southwestern United States. The festivals draw fans
from many states, especially from
the western region including California, Arizona, and Nevada. The
events’ combined “unique visitor”
attendance is typically over 20,000
and the combined 6-day cumulative
attendance is 30,000.
Since each festival has its own
personality, it’s not uncommon for
fans to attend both festivals.

Full event tickets purchased by
March 30 are $108 for adults and
$50 for juniors. Single-day tickets are $49 and $30 respectively.
Children 5 and younger are admitted for free. Discounts are also
available. Ticket prices increase
monthly until May 18, when tickets will only be available at the gate
for $149 for full event and $62 for
single-day admission.
The festival also offers a Terrace
Club VIP package, which includes
an exclusive reserved seating pass
directly in front of the Main Stage,
a full-event ticket, a free pass to either the Saturday or Sunday artist
reception/dinner, an event T-shirt
and a souvenir seat cushion. VIP
tickets are $230 and $250. For more
information about the VIP Club,
call (408) 377-9232.

Make A Difference…
Become a Foster/Adoptive Parent
Our Mission….
“to ease the suffering of abused and neglected
children by providing a nurturing and supportive
environment which will allow them to begin the
process of healing.”

After 22 years of hosting stadium-style evangelistic outreaches, Harvest
Crusades now reach more people online than inside the venues. The ministry
wants to build on that growth by opening up the Aug. 26 Harvest Crusade to
churches across the country through its Harvest America campaign.

to the Museum of Broadcast Communications.
Twenty five years later Graham
and crew broadcast a message from
Puerto Rico to a network of 30 satellites that served dishes in more
than 165 countries. The museum
estimated that as many as one billion people may have heard at least
one of Graham’s sermons when
network telecasts and delayed videotape presentations were factored
into the “Global Missions” campaign.
“The concept has been around
for a while, but the process was very
expensive,” Collins said. “With the
advent of technology the world has
gotten smaller.”
Resources and expertise
In addition to providing the live
link through the Internet, Harvest
is also offering a variety of resources
to help churches reach out into the
community and to provide follow-up
resources for those saved through
the outreach. The event website also
includes a prayer cloud where people
can post and monitor prayer needs.
“This is an opportunity for any
church or any individual to bring Greg
Laurie into their venue, whether it’s a
home or church, to use his gift as an
evangelist,” Collins said. “There are a
lot of churches around America that
never get the opportunity to bring in
an evangelist.”
Selecting one specific date, Collins

said, will help create a sense of celebration that should be contagious.
“There is something about an event
that when you attach a date to it, it becomes a catalytic moment, something
for people to rally around,” he said.
Churches can use their computers
or dish networks to relay the event on
large screens in their auditoriums.
Collins said most churches are able
to retrieve the live stream with little
expense, outside of temporarily increasing their bandwidth.
Those who participate will be able to
experience all aspects of the crusade,
which in addition to a gospel message
by Laurie will include special music
from some of the biggest names in
Christian music.
Although the official line-up for
the evening has not been released yet,
Harvest America is already signing up
host churches in preparation for the
August event.
According to the event website, the
long-term goal is to reach more than
five million people over the next three
years, with as many as 500,000 potential
salvation experiences.
“It’s a culmination of 22 years of
experience in doing this kind of
evangelism, which we call ‘proclamation evangelism,’” Collins said. “The
message will bear fruit. It’s a matter of
encouraging pastors and believers to
be a part of the event.”
For more information, visit www.
harvestamerica.com.

Fostering
Hope &
Adopting
Promise
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s 'ENEROUS &INANCIAL 2EIMBURSEMENT

CALL TODAY! (877) 864-4448
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Fostering Hope in Children since 1973
,IC   s !! ,IC 

PROMISE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Townsend Hall M13, 1550 E. Elizabeth — Pasadena, CA 91104
www.promisechristianuniversity.com
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DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAMS
External or Online Classes Available
LOW TUITION - EASY PAYMENT PLAN
ENROLL TODAY FOR JANUARY 2012

Call (888) 723-6233

Dr. Michael
McKinney,
President

or Email: mypcu@aol.com
Watch Promise Christian Live TV
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Old Testament
Survey starts
March 17
in Pomona

A quiet place, far from the hectic pace... where blue skies, clean air, peace and fun abound

#HRISTIAN #AMP AND
#ONFERENCE #ENTER
Located in a serene valley nestled in the San Jacinto Foothills, 7.5 miles southeast of Hemet. 285
acres with two large ranch-style lodges accommodating up to 120 people. Offering comprehensive
retreat packages year round for all kinds of retreats. Delicious meals catered.
(AYRIDES THROUGH THE CANYON s #ANOEING s !RCHERY RANGE s (IKING TRAILS s  ACRE GRASS ATHLETIC lELD s
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PHOTO BY AMIHAI MAZA

An Azusa Pacific University student finds an intact storage jar from the time of
Solomon at Tel Rehov excavation site in the Jordan Valley during a study tour.
Students at APU will get more archaeology experience with a planned excavation
at Abel Beth Maacah, in northern Israel.

DIG IT…
Continued from page 1
team preparing work on a potential new excavation site in northern
Israel. They will do shallow excavations and collect pottery remnants
in preparation for a full dig in
2013. The dig is a joint expedition

with Hebrew University of Israel,
Mullins’ alma mater, and will concentrate on a mound site that was
located in the biblical city of Abel
Beth Maacah.
“The site we are proposing to
excavate is a site that has long intrigued biblical archaeologists,”
Mullins said.
Located near the city of Metula,

PHOTO BY FERRELL JENKINS

The landscape of Abel Beth Maacah, shot from the northwest, reveals the mound planned for an archaeological dig by
Azusa Pacific University. In the background is Golan Heights.

along the border of Lebanon, the
area was once a major thorough-

DEGREES THROUGH #ORRESPONDENCE
Associate through Ph.D.
s #REDIT FOR LIFE EXPERIENCE

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT
WWWLBCSORG s LBCANDS GMAILCOM
352-621-4991 or write to us
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

fare linking Egypt and the ancient
region of Mesopotamia. It was located on the north end of the Huleh Valley about four miles west
of Dan. It is also the town where
Sheba was beheaded after rebelling
against King David.
Past obstacles
Because of its proximity to Lebanon and the previous unrest there,
archaeologists shied away from
conducting excavations in the area.
Even with the existing calm, Mullins said the Israeli Army had to sign
off on the dig.
Because of its location on a major
trade route, Mullins said archaeologists are fascinated about what they
may uncover at the site.
“On the northern end there is a
rise in the mound that could have
been a citadel that guarded the
northern end of the city,” he said.
“It’s one of those things you think
about, you wonder about, but you
never know.”
Mullins said the site has connections with the period of David and
later kings of Israel. Its artifacts
could reveal hints into Israel’s
ties with neighboring Phoenicia
and Syria. The region may also
reveal details into Aramean and
Assyrian military action recorded
in the Bible and other ancient
documents.
Aerial photographs taken in
1945 and reviewed extensively by
Mullins show a possible ramp into
the city. If it is discovered to be a
ramp, the professor said it is likely
the city was captured by the Syrians
who quietly constructed ramps as
part of their strategy for surprise
attacks.
“If the Syrians besieged the city
using this method, it means the
chances are pretty good that the
residents didn’t have a chance to
flee with all of their possessions,”
the professor said, adding that
there is likely a wealth of buried artifacts to study.
Excitement builds
A traditional dig season lasts four
to six weeks with the remainder of
the year devoted to studying the artifacts.
“News of our excavation is
spreading through Israel like wildfire in the archaeology community,” he said. “Our project is very well
received.”
With all of the permits secure,
Mullins said the team is focusing on
the remaining obstacle: funding. In
addition to the excavation costs,
Mullins and his team also need to

pay for lab testing, analysis, database entry and publishing of findings. He estimates the annual cost
for the dig to be between $150,000
and $200,000.
“It costs money to support a dig,”
he said. “It’s not just digging for
four weeks and that’s it.”
Prestigious plan
Having an active excavation program is a coup for the university,
Mullins said, because it adds another dimension to study for students.
It’s also quite rare for Christian
campuses, he said, adding that just
a few—most notably Wheaton College—have them.
It’s extremely gratifying that APU
has the foresight to not do biblical
studies on the biblical text alone,”
the archaeologist said.
“We need both sides of the picture. It’s not just the text, but understanding the biblical world, understanding it through their eyes,
their history and their cultural setting. It makes us a very well-rounded department.”
It also makes for well-rounded
students, Mullins said.
“They can go into graduate
school and already have good experience to further their studies,”
he said.
Even before work began on securing the excavation project, Mullins said he’s tried to breathe life
into the study of the ancient Near
East by using PowerPoint presentations, maps, film clips and virtual
trips to augment textbooks.
“It’s not a conventional blackboard,” he said.
Each year he also tries to arrange
a two-week study tour to the region
as a way to personalize the Scriptures. The trips have included visits
to other excavation sites.
“Reading the Bible is something
that resonates with me,” he said.
“This isn’t just a fairy tale. For me,
that helps the Bible come alive.”
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See’s CEO to speak
at Concordia forum
COSTA MESA — Concordia
University Irvine will hold its ninth
Annual Faith & Business Forum at
11:30 a.m. March 8 at the Hilton.
Bradley D. Kinstler, president and
CEO of See’s Candies Inc., will be
the keynote speaker.
Kinstler’s topic will be “Quality
without Compromise.”
Concordia University hosts the
annual forum to offer opportunities for business professionals and
students to hear about ways to integrate their faith and their work.
Individual tickets are $55, and
tables of 10 are available for $500.
For more information, visit
www.centerforfaithandbusiness.
com.

Women of Faith to hold
daylong conference
LONG BEACH — Women of
Faith will make a stopover in
Long Beach June 9 with a new
one-day format.
Ministry executives said the
new approach offers “new focus,
new depth.”
“You’ll connect on a whole
new level,” event literature said.
“This empowering event could
set your life on a new course or
give you additional tools to continue what God has already started. What if one day could make
all the difference?”
The Long Beach event will be
held in the Convention Center’s
Terrace Theater and will run
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Doors
open at 9 a.m.
Tickets for the event are $59,
with VIP seating available for
$79. There is an additional $2
service fee per ticket.
Speakers for the event include
Sheila Walsh, a bestselling author, speaker, TV talk show host
and Bible teacher; Angie Smith,
founder of the Bring the Rain
blog, which began as the story of
her fourth daughter’s brief life
and became an opportunity to
help heal people’s hearts; Christine Caine, an international
speaker who offers messages of
hope and inspiration to people
around the world and founder
of The A21 Campaign, which
fights human trafficking; and
Andy Andrews, an internationally known presenter who has
spoken at the request of four
different U.S. presidents, and a
novelist whose work has sold by
the millions worldwide.
For more information, visit www.
womenoffaith.com or call 1-888493-2484.

Caltech hosts debate
on science and religion
PASADENA — Skeptic Magazine
and YGod.org are teaming up to
host “The Great Debate: Has Science Refuted Religion?” at 2 p.m.
March 25 in Beckman Auditorium
at the California Institute of Technology.
The debate will feature Dinesh
D’Souza and Michael Shermer, who
will challenge each other over science and religion.
D’Souza is a Christian apologist
who has been called one of the “top
young public policy makers in the
country” by Investor’s Business Daily. New York Times magazine also
named him one of America’s most
influential conservative thinkers.
He has written more than a dozen
books, including “What’s So Great
About Christianity?”

Christian apologist Dinesh D’Souza,
left, will debate Michael Shermer,
right, over the issue of science and
religion on March 25 at Caltech.
Shermer is the publisher of Skeptic
magazine.

Shermer is the founding publisher of Skeptic magazine, an adjunct
professor at Claremont Graduate
University and executive director of
the Skeptics Society. He also writes
a monthly column for Scientific
American and is host of the Skeptics Distinguished Science Lecture
Series at Caltech.
Other speakers include Sean
Carroll, a Caltech cosmologist and
physicist, and Ian Hutchinson,
a Christian professor of nuclear
science and engineering at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, where he
has extensively researched faith
and science.
There is a $15 admission fee.
For more information, call (626)
395-4652 between noon and 5 p.m.
weekdays.

Family Life to hold
series of weekend
retreats
PASADENA — Family Life, a national ministry that focuses on developing godly marriages and families, will hold several of its Weekend
to Remember retreats in April and
May.
The first is planned for April 13
to 15 at the Hilton Pasadena. An
Irvine retreat is planned for April
27 to 29 at the Hyatt Regency and
another session will be held on May
18 to 20 at the DoubleTree Hotel
in Ontario. Discounted accommodations are available and vary by
hotel, ranging from $94 to $115 a
night.
The registration fee is $159 per
person
For more information, visit www.
familylife.com.

Forest Home auxiliary
celebrates golden
anniversary
SANTA ANA — Forest Home
Women’s Auxiliary will celebrate
its 50th anniversary April 27 with a
luncheon at Trinity Presbyterian
Church.
Vonette Bright, who co-founded
the Campus Crusade ministry with
her late husband, Bill, will be the
guest speaker.
Since its 1962 founding by
Martha Mortenson, the auxiliary
groups have involved about 1,000
women in monthly Bible studies
and prayer chapters. Through their
work about $4 million has been
raised for camperships and various
projects over the years.
For more information, contact
Jeanie Botsford at jeanbots4d@
global.net or call (760) 943-8915.

TheCRY prayer
gathering slated for
March 15
UNIVERSAL CITY — TheCRY
Hollywood will host an extended
time of worship and prayer beginning at 2 p.m. March 15 at Gibson
Amphitheatre.

Organizers have described the
event as “not a concert or a conference.”
“This is a cry for God to move
with His love and power in entertainment media in a way that will
impact the masses and to touch this
sphere that touches the world and
is influencing the mind of a generation,” according to event literature.
In addition to asking the Lord
for prayer for Hollywood, the event
is also drawing attention to local
Christian ministries serving the industry.
Tickets are available by donation.
For more information, go to
www.thecryhollywood.com.

Seminar looks
at families
HERMOSA BEACH — Hope
Chapel is hosting “Embracing the
Family of God,” a half-day conference on the historical view of family
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. March 17.
Pastor Joseph H. Hellerman, author of “When the Church Was a
Family,” will lead the session.
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Tickets are $15 per person and
include a box lunch.
The chapel is located at 2420 Pacific Coast Highway.
For more information, visit or
www.hopechapel.org call (310)
374-4673.

Grow in Grace
Conference coming
in March
WHITTIER — Morningstar
Christian Chapel’s women’s ministry will present its sixth annual
Grow in Grace Conference from
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. March 24.
The theme of the event is “Get
Untangled” and will be led by Michele Pillar.
Admission is free, but guests are
responsible for their own lunch.
Maps of local restaurants will be
provided, or participants may bring
their own lunches. The church is
located at 16241 Leffingwell Road.
For more information, visit www.
morningstarcc.org or call (562)
943-0297.

Azusa hosts community
learning day
AZUSA — A Common Day of
Learning conference will be held
beginning at 9:30 a.m. March 7 in
the Duke Academic Complex at
Azusa Pacific University.
The keynote address by Timothy
Dalrymple, M.Div., Ph.D., director
of content at Patheos.com, will be
held at 11 a.m. in the Felix Event
Center.
The annual learning day—
dedicated to the commemoration and celebration of academic
discovery—was launched in 1993.
Through the program, regular
daytime activities are suspended
so that faculty, staff and students
have an opportunity to share
their recent findings with the
community.
Panel sessions on a variety of topics are also scheduled.
All events are free.
For more information, visit www.
apu.edu/cdl or contact Jennifer
Walsh, faculty director, (626) 8156000, ext. x3502.
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Karaoke nights on Skid Row
bring fun, joy to homeless
By Jordan Lee
World News Service
LOS ANGELES — Wednesday
nights on Los Angeles’ Skid Row
look the same as any other night,
with hundreds of homeless people
pitching tents along the sidewalk
and settling into their blankets for
the night.
But Wednesday nights don’t sound
the same.
On the corner of Sixth and San
Pedro, the doors of Central City
Community Outreach (CCCO) are
left open, and one can hear whoophollering, applause, and notes from
a Diana Ross song streaming out into
the night.
It’s karaoke night.
The Karaoke Coffee Club has
been a tradition on Skid Row for
the past 15 years. It is funded by
CCCO, but includes volunteers from
the Church of the Nazarene, which
meets in the building on Sundays.
While other services in Skid Row
provide the homeless with shelter,
food, and clothing, CCCO created
karaoke night to bring a little joy
into their lives.
Skid Row covers a little over four
square miles and is home to one
of the nation’s largest homeless
population with an estimated 7,700
homeless people, according to a
2007 report. Historically, transients
gathered here because it was near
a port and railway. As the number
of homeless grew, missions shelters
started popping up to address the
needs of the homeless, which in turn
led the state to dump more homeless
people into the area.
On this January night, Pastor
Tony Stallworth of the Church of
the Nazarene opens karaoke night
with a prayer for protection. After
the “amen,” the karaoke machine
on stage flickers to life, and the first
performer is up, mike in hand.
With doors wide open, people
wander in and either grab a seat
or head to the back room for hot
coffee and tea. Performers browse
through song books, trying to decide
between Coldplay or a Broadway
number. People who are ignored
by day open up: belting high notes,
dancing up and down the aisles, or
tapping their feet.
“[Karaoke night] is a time to express yourself, to let some bad stuff
go. It’s a time for expression of joy,”

said Darryl Berry, who has come to
karaoke night for over a year.
Bobby “Lucky” May discovered karaoke one night when he was wandering the streets, homeless. He’s been
coming for 15 years, mainly because
he’s seen what a little singing can do:
“I have seen God work here. I’ve seen
people who were drunk, tore up,
messed up come in here and sing.”
Now Lucky helps the night run
smoothly by manning the door and
welcoming old friends and newcomers with a hug or a smile: “This is a
family...They’ve been through some
storms, and a lot of them have softened, a lot of them have humbled
themselves.”
Lucky says healing comes from just
having someone listen to you: “Once
they have opened up, you see their talent, you see their light come on, and
everybody’s applauding for them. It
gives them life again.”
Sometimes the singing exposes hidden gifts. Robert Verdan, wearing a suit
and felt cap, said he played bass behind
singer Phil Phillips and even traveled
all over the world performing in the
Navy’s band during the Vietnam War.
His dream is to record a CD some
day: “I want to bring back the old feeling
of music someday...I want to be able to
sing to the people who like classical.”
Mary Barnes, a poet and a songwriter, has her own dream of opening
a non-profit for underprivileged kids
on Skid Row: “These are the [kids]
you don’t ever get to see, but that I
see behind the scenes. The women
and children have it hardest down
here on Skid Row.”
She credits the karaoke community in helping her realize that she
wanted to serve others the way she
had been served.
Others decided to use their talents
to serve the Church of Nazarene by
singing in the choir and ushering.
For many, karaoke night was their
first introduction to a church body
and led them to become members
of the Church of Nazarene.
At the end of every karaoke night,
the chairs are cleared away to create a make-shift dance space, and
everyone gets together to dance the
electric slide before heading their
separate ways.
But Lucky says they’ll be back
next week: “People know that we
will be here every week. They know
they can come back and get that
feeling of love again.”

Survey: Joni and Friends is
a best Christian workplace
AGOURA HILLS — Joni and
Friends has been named a 2012
Best Christian Workplace, according to the annual survey. The honor was the sixth in a row for the
Southern California ministry.
The Best Christian Workplace
survey has been conducted in the
United States and Canada for the
past 10 years and has surveyed
more than 100,000 employees to
date. All of those recognized has
a stated Christian mission and/or
values.
To earn the distinction as a Best
Christian Workplace, organizations
participate in the Best Christian
Workplace Institute’s employee engagement survey and meet predetermined standards of excellence.
The survey covers issues such as job
satisfaction, commitment, Christian witness, supervisory effectiveness, work satisfaction, personal
growth and development, management effectiveness, customer/supporter satisfaction, teamwork, com-

munications ,and pay and benefits.
Employees confidentially respond
to more than 50 questions addressing these topics.
“We salute this year’s Best Christian Workplaces for doing far more
than just surviving despite the
challenging economy,” Al Lopus,
president of survey group, said.
“These organizations set the bar
in terms of employee engagement
and serve as an inspiration for all.
While overall survey trends indicate
employee engagement is struggling
to recover from the shock of the financial recession, these leaders recognize the importance of nurturing healthy organizational cultures
to better achieve their vision. They
understand that healthy organizations are fruitful.”
Other organizations honored include the American Bible Society,
Joni and Friends, MOPS International, Olivet Nazarene University,
Phoenix Seminary and World Harvest Mission.
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APR 6 • FRIDAY (cont.)
Good Friday Services. 1pm & 6pm,
Morningstar Christian Chapel Sanctuary,
16241 Leffingwell Rd., Whittier • (562)
943-0297, morningstarcc.org

APR 8 • SUNDAY

MAR 3 • SATURDAY

MAR 18 • SUNDAY (cont.)

Easter Sunrise Service. 6am, Titan
Stadium, Cat State Fullerton. Hosted by
Morningstar Christian Chapel Sanctuary
• (562) 943-0297, morningstarcc.org

Bridge of Faith, Fashion Show Fundraiser,
“A Masquerade.” 11:30am, The Ritz
Garden Banquet, 11201 1st Ave., Whittier , $35 • (562) 907-0783

Miracle Faith Church Family & Friends
Day. 3:30pm, Miracle Faith Church,
6160 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, free •
(562) 428-5506

Easter Sunday Ser vice. 7am, Victory Park, Pasadena. Hosted by Calvary
Chapel Pasadena • (626) 584-9992,
calvarychapelpasadena.com

INC’s 23rd Annual Dinner. 6pm, Journey
of Faith Church, 1243 Artesia Blvd.,
Manhattan Beach, $40-45/person •
(310) 831-5683 x104

MAR 20 • TUESDAY

APR 12-14 • THU-SAT

Lakewood Aglow, with Sally O’Connor.
6:30pm, The Centre at Sycamore
Plaza, 5000 Lakewood Blvd., Lakewood,
$18.75 • (562) 569-5973

Joyce Meyer Conference 2012, with Matt
Redman and Christy Nockels. Viejas Arena
at SDSU, San Diego • (619) 594-0234

MAR 7 • WEDNESDAY
Common Day of Learning Conference.
Azusa Pacific University, 701 E Foothill
Blvd., Azusa, free • (626) 815-6000
x3502, apu.edu/cdi

MAR 8 • THURSDAY
9th Annual Faith &
Business Forum,
with Bradley D.
Kinstler. 11:30am1:30pm, Hilton Costa Mesa, $55/
person. Hosted by Concordia University
• cui.edu/forum, (949) 214-3198
The Rock & Worship Road Show,
with MercyMe, Tenth Avenue North,
Hawk Nelson & more. 7:30pm, Citizens
Business Bank Arena, 4000 E Ontario
Center Pkwy, Ontario $10 • therockandworshiproadshow.com

MAR 8-10 • THU-SAT
‘The Woman in Black.’ 8pm, Theater 21,
Biola University, La Mirada, $10 • biola.
edu, (562) 903-6000

MAR 10 • SATURDAY
Managing Your Life, sessions for men.
9am-12pm, Regency Christian Center
International, 7038 Pickering Ave., Whittier • (562) 945-2647
Walking by Faith, Not by Sight Inspirational Circle Talk. 3-5pm, Christ the King
Church, 3565 S Normandie Ave., Los
Angeles • (951) 801-9186
‘The PR f a Successful Relationship.’
4-5pm, New Life Pastoral Counseling,
110 W Ocean Blvd., Ste. 614, Long
Beach, $25-40 • (562) 209-2083

MAR 11 • SUNDAY
Ernie Watts on Saxophone, the Jazz
Vespers Series. 5pm, Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church, 1343 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa
Monica, free • (310) 452-1116

MAR 12 • MONDAY
Glendora Christian Women’s Connection.
11am-12:30pm, Via Verde Country Club,
1400 Avenida Entrada, San Dimas, $15
• (909) 593-6100

MAR 15 • THURSDAY
TheCRY Hollywood, 2-10pm Gibson
Amphitheater, Universal City • thecryhollywood.com

MAR 16 • FRIDAY
Miracle Faith Church Family & Friends
Day. 7:30pm, Miracle Faith Church,
6160 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach, free •
(562) 428-5506
Red & Thousand Foot Krutch, in concert.
The Packinghouse, Redlands • transparentproductions.com

MAR 17 • SATURDAY
Bob Bennett, acoustic folk evening.
7:30pm Upper Room Coffee House, to be
held at The Rock at Mount Olives, 24851
Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo • 1-888679-8228, theupperroompresents.com
Embracing the Family of God, Conference. 9am-3:30pm, Hope Chapel Christian Church, 2420 Pacific Coast Hwy,
Hermosa Beach, $15 • hopechapel.org,
(310) 374-4673

MAR 18 • SUNDAY
Bach’s Birthday Celebration, 3rd Sunday
at 3pm, Classical Music Series. 3pm,
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 1343 Ocean
Park Blvd., Santa Monica, free • (310)
452-1116

Needtobreathe, in concert with Ben Rector. Club Nokia, 800 W Olympic Blvd., Los
Angeles • transparentproductions.com

MAR 23-24 • FRI-SAT
Israel, the Church, and the Middle East
Crisis Conference. Biola University, La
Mirada • chosenpeople.com

MAR 23-25 • FRI-SUN
Teens You are Not Forgotten, “Use Your
Voice,” poetry & writers workshops,
hosted by Rise Above it Outreach. Fri
6:45pm & 8:45pm; Sat 3pm & 5pm;
Sun 12:30pm & 130pm, Christ the King
Church, 3565 S Normandie Ave., Los
Angeles • (951) 801-9186

MAR 23-APR 7
Pageant of Our Lord, a unique presentation of the life of Christ. Rolling Hills
Covenant Church, 2222 Palos Verdes
Dr. N, Rolling Hills Estates, $7-15 •
pageantofourlord.com, (310) 521-2520

MAR 24 • SATURDAY
Women’s 6th Annual Grow in Grace
Conference. 9:30am-3:30pm, Morningstar Christian Chapel Sanctuary, 16241
Leffingwell Rd., Whittier, free • (562)
943-0297, morningstarcc.org

MAR 25 • SUNDAY
The Great Debate: “Has Science Refuted
Religion?” with Dinesh D’Souza & Michael Shermer. 2pm, Caltech Campus,
332 S Michigan Ave., Pasadena, $15 •
(626) 395-4652

MAR 27 • TUESDAY
Monumental: In Search of America’s National Treasure Live, with Kirk Cameron. 8pm,
various locations • fathomevents.com
‘Order from Chaos, Healing from Divorce.’ 3-4pm, New Life Pastoral Counseling, 110 W Ocean Blvd., Ste. 614,
Long Beach, $10-18 • (562) 209-2083

MAR 31 • SATURDAY
Gospel Komedy Slamm with singles dance to
follow. Featuring Ron Pearson, Katsy Chappell, Clayton Thomas, Shayne Michaels and
The Anointed Oreos. 7pm, Church One, 700
E. 70th St., Long Beach. $12.50 - $22.50 •
christiansinglesfunevents.com

APR 4 • WEDNESDAY
‘How to Make Godly Decisions.’ 2-3pm,
Webinar, free . Hosted by New Life
Pastoral Counseling • (562) 209-2083,
decisionsweb.eventbrite.com

APR 6 • FRIDAY
Good Friday Services. 12pm & 6pm,
Calvary Chapel Pasadena, 2200 East
Colorado Blvd., Pasadena • (626) 5849992, calvarychapelpasadena.com

APR 13-14 • FRI-SAT
Impact Convention, Christian Ministries
Training Association. Pasadena Convention
Center, Pasadena • cmtaconvention.org

APR 13-15 • FRI-SUN
Weekend to Remember, Family Life.
Hilton Pasadena, 168 S Los Robles
Ave., Pasadena, $159 • familylife.com

APR 14 • SATURDAY
Walking by Faith, Not by Sight Inspirational Circle Talk. 3-5pm, Christ the King
Church, 3565 S Normandie Ave., Los
Angeles • (951) 801-9186
‘How to Make Godly Decisions.’ 4-5pm,
New Life Pastoral Counseling, 110 W
Ocean Blvd., Ste. 614, Long Beach, free
• (562) 209-2083
Third Day, in
concert. Calvary Church,
Santa Ana • transparentproductions.
com, (714) 545-8900

APR 19 • THURSDAY
Third Day,
in concer t.
Calvary Community Church, Westlake Village • (714)
545-8900, transparentproductions.com

APR 20 • FRIDAY
Third Day,
in concer t.
Crossroads
Church, Corona • (714) 545-8900,
transparentproductions.com

APR 22 • SUNDAY
Sarah MacIntosh, in concert. 6pm,
Calvary Chapel Pasadena, 2200 East
Colorado Blvd., Pasadena • (626) 5849992, calvarychapelpasadena.com

APR 26 • THURSDAY
‘How to Change Your Husband.’ 5-6pm,
Webinar, free. Presented byt New Life
Pastoral Counseling • (562) 209-2083,
changehusbandweb.eventbrite.com

MAY 25-27 • FRI-SUN
Spirit West Coast, San
Diego. Featured artists:
TobyMac, MercyMe,
Tenth Avenue North,
Family Force 5. Also Matthew West, The
Afters, Chris August, Love Song. Speaker:
Nick Vujicic. Many more. Del Mar Fairgrounds • spiritwestcoast.org

JUN 9 • SATURDAY
Women of Faith: One Day, with Christine
Caine, Angie Smith & Andy Andrews.
10am-5pm, Long Beach Convention
Center, Terrace Theater, $59-79 • womenoffaith.com, 1-888-49-FAITH

MORE EVENTS online now at
• Future events for LA County not listed in this issue.
• Events for Orange County, the Inland Empire and San Diego County.
• Weekly and monthly ongoing meetings: Bible Studies, Evangelism,
Fellowships (Men, Women, Seniors, Singles, Youth, MOPS), Motorcycle Ministries, Music/Entertainment, Prayer Groups, Recovery
and Support groups (Alcohol, Divorce, Domestic Violence/Abuse,
Food, Sexual, Grandparenting, Grief, Celebrate Recovery, The Most
Excellent Way, and many more), Seminars/Classes, Health/Fitness.

www.christianexaminer.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISC JOCKEYS

ROOMS FOR RENT

SINGLES

VACATION RENTALS

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

Room for rent. Room available in a very large
home, beautiful gated community in the Northridge/
Porter Ranch area (Los Angeles county). I live with
my sister and my 4 year old son. Asking $600 or
$750/mo depending on room you choose. Can
rent as office space if you wish. (310) 285-2255,
neenab@msn.com

CHRISTIAN SINGLES

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgﬁnney.com
Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

ATTORNEYS

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

SERVICES

MINISTRY RESOURCES

Covina, W. Covina etc. Christian owned dry cleaners
requesting your patronage. These challenging times
have compelled us to seek additional business. Say
Lord for a 25% discount. God cleans you on the
inside; with us you can be clean on the outside.
(626) 331-7452. Palm Center Cleaners, 1022 N
Citrus Ave., Covina, CA. Please come over to our
cleaners temporarily and help us stay in business.
We are like David, facing our Goliath: the electric
company and the IRS.
Tri Star Construction. (310) 540-6642. “For all
your construction needs.” New homes, additions,
remodeling, kitchens, baths. TriStarConstructionllc.
com, TriStarMail@gmail.com. Lic#521474.

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
Sing with greater power and confidence! Private
voice lessons, in-studio vocal coaching, worship
team workshops. (310) 737-9387, www.vocalstylings.com

CHURCHES - BUY - SELL - RENT
Law Ofﬁces of

Donald A. Ellison

Churches Wanted to Buy

Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

Reasonable fees • Call to inquire

1-800-533-7707
EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

CHURCHES FOR RENT
Church for lease. 1,050 sf-2,446 sf. Asking price
$1.64/sf. Newer shopping center, busy arterial
highway, high visibility, easy access, abundant parking. Dave Decker/Century 21 Adams & Barnes.
(626) 930-9319 or dave.decker@century21.com.
Lic. 01329228

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease – any city
in Southern California, Buyers available for most
areas. Thinking to relocate, call a church specialist, member of National and California Association
of Realtors. Need a free Market Analysis, call
Western Brokerage at 909-822-2923 or Henry
at 951-529-2330, DRE# 00761467. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com visit us at www.westernbrokerageco.com

FOR SALE
Auto and Transmission Repair Shop for sale.
Christian owner, retired. 20 years in Orange County.
(714) 675-8271.

We have buyers looking for churches: Norwalk 6000+sf; Pomona 2 acres+; Newport
Beach 8000+sf; Los Angeles large church and school facility; Lomita/SouthBay 1+ acre

Churches Wanted to Rent
Orange Co. 100 seats; Los Angeles 200 seats; Anaheim 150 seats; Pasadena
100 seats

Churches for Sale
Azusa $1,900,000 with 16,000sf building on 1.31 acres; Redlands $950,000 with
8000sf building on .60 ac; Fontana $5,600,000 with 36,000sf building on 4 ac;
Grand Terrace $3,350,000 with 24,500 sf building on 3.64 acres. Coming soon
religious sites for sale: Anaheim, Covina, Santa Ana, San Bernardino, La Verne.

Churches for Rent
3960 Gilman St. Long Beach, 500 seats; 846 El Segundo, LA 532 seats space/
terms negotiable

Raphael Realty Church Specialists
   s CHURCHREALTOR GMAILCOM s WWWRAPHAELREALTYCOM s DRE license # 00713881

s !CTIVITIES — We host various
monthly dances and activities
throughout Southern California

s 5PCOMING $ANCES
Mar 31 Gospel Komedy Slamm and
singles dance, Long Beach
May 5 Mystery Dinner & Dance
at waterfront hotel
Christian Comedy Ensenada Cruise

Call (714) 622-4002
Ask for FREE FUN PACK
ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com

How to personally know God
Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.

CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).
MONROVIA Large school site available ARLETA Large two-story school site
for weekday/end usage. Numerous
available for weekday/end usage. Several
classrooms, play yard, multi-purpose room, classrooms, multi-purpose room, kitchen,
kitchen, and on-site parking.
play yard on-site parking.
WEST COVINA 2 sites. Seating for 100 NORWALK Sunday afternoon church
available Sunday mornings & Seating for worship with seating for 400, with
275 available Sunday mid-morning. Both classroom, kitchen and gymnasium.
w/on-site parking & immediate rental.
HARBOR CITY approved preschool/
LONG BEACH church sanctuary with
daycare with play yard, kitchen and
seating for 300 with fellowship hall/
fellowship hall also available for Sunday
gymnasium, kitchen.
prime-time worship.
Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246.
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IT IS OKAY TO USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, IF NECESSARY.
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