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Dream Center pushes back
against efforts to shut
down outdoor feedings
By Lori Arnold
LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles Dream Center, which feeds
more than 40,000 people each
month, has launched a petition
drive seeking to block a proposal
by the City Council to regulate noncommercial meal distribution in
the public rights of way.
“Let me start by saying this motion violates the spirit of our constitution,” Matthew Barnett, founder
of the local Dream Center, said on
the ministry’s website. “Neighbor
helping neighbor is what makes
this country great. I have given my
life to the people of Los Angeles for

nearly 20 years.
“We house hundreds and have
invested millions of dollars raised
from people of this nation and
around the world to help our community and not depend upon the
government to provide the solution. We are self-sufficient and feeding is a major part of what we do
and what many other wonderful organizations do in our beautiful city.
In fact, it’s foundational.”
The proposal, City Council File 131238, comes at time when the city’s
homeless population has risen 15
percent from 2011 to 2013, according
See DREAM CENTER, page 2

“Fading West,” tackles Switchfoot’s efforts at balancing faith, families, music and a love of surfing.

Switchfoot uses film for
latest storytelling effort
By Lori Arnold
The Los Angeles Dream Center is fighting a proposed ordinance that would ban
outdoor feeding programs within the city limits. The center feeds 40,000 people
a month through its programs.

Judge nixes clergy
tax exemption
MONROE, Wis. — An IRS exemption that allows clergy to shield
a portion of their income through
a housing allowance has been ruled
unconstitutional by a federal judge.
U.S. District Court Judge Barbara
Crabb issued the ruling in late November, siding with a challenge by
the Freedom from Religion Foundation, who argued the exemption
violated federal equal protection
laws and the separation of church
and state clauses.
“(The exemption) provides a benefit
to religious persons and no one else,
even though doing so is not necessary to
alleviate a special burden on religious
exercise,” the judge wrote.
Crabb stayed the ruling, pending
appeals. If the ruling is ultimately
upheld, thousands of pastors, rabbis, imams and other religious leaders across the country would be
impacted. The loss of the Clergy
Housing Allowance Clarification
Act exemption, passed by Congress
in 1954, could lower clergy takehome pay by as much as 10 percent,

according to Religion News Service.
Overall, the exemption is worth
about $700 million annually, according to the Joint Committee on
Taxation’s Estimate of Federal Tax
Expenditure.
“For the most part, pastors across
the country are compensated modestly for doing very demanding
work,” Dan Busby, president of the
Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability told CitizenLink.
“So many members of the clergy
have relied on this exclusion for
decades. This ruling, in effect, forces clergy of nearly every religion
across America to pay additional
taxes regardless of faith or creed.
“The bottom line is: This will
force congregations to either increase clergy compensation to offset these taxes or require pastors to
dig deep to see if they’re able to absorb these taxes. But in most cases,
this will lead to several thousands of
dollars in taxes a year for clergy that
they have not been paying. And it’s
especially hurtful to retired clergy.”

Jon Foreman took his usual place
on stage, in front of his Switchfoot
bandmates as they launched out
on yet another tour, this one designed to rediscover their passion
in the midst of growing demands
at home. This time, traveling to
some of the world’s best surfing
spots, they decided to chronicle
their adventure in a documentary
as they searched for inspiration for
their ninth album, “Fading West.”
After rocking their Australian
audience, Jon left the stage, read
an urgent text from home and
found himself rocked—and the
cameras were rolling.
His infant daughter Daisy needed emergency surgery and he was
30 hours away. The rock cacophony that propelled the band to
sales of more than 5.5 million records over their 17 years together
abruptly gave way to ear-numbing
silence as Jon’s bandmates, including brother Tim, solidified their
relationship without words.
The intimacy of the moment
is captured in “Fading West,” the
band’s first foray into film and a
complement piece to the namesake album. Directed by Matt
Katsolis and filmed during Switchfoot’s 2012 World Tour, “Fading
West” released Dec. 10 on a variety
of digital platforms. The band celebrated with a performance on the
Tonight Show with Jay Leno.
At its core, the film captures the

“Fading West” was shot along legendary surf breaks in Australia, New
Zealand, Africa and Bali.

emotional intersection of balancing their first loves: faith, families,
music and their love of surfing, a
bond that has kept them connected as they’ve grown from young
adults to family men.
The film shows their humanity, sometimes lost in the whirl of
rock star success. In that agonizing space between reading the text
and catching a flight back home,
for instance, the camera catches
Jon sketching his daughter’s face.
“When things go wrong you
ask yourself, ‘How can there be a

good God?’ Jon ponders aloud. “I
think the conclusion that I come
to is that both faith and doubt are
equally logical choices in the face
of tragedy.”
As Jon looks toward home, the
band cancels several shows and regroups by calling in a friend to fill
in for Jon while he is stateside.
“Faith is to say, ‘Yes, a future will
have pain’ but there’s a meaning and
a purpose deeper than that pain,” Jon
adds. “For me, that is my choice, to
See SWITCHFOOT, page 2
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to the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. That agency says
53,800 people live on the streets within
the city’s border.
The measure was introduced in
November by Councilman Tom
LaBonge, with support from his
colleague Mitch O’Farrell. The
lawmakers, both Democrats, are
pursuing the policy change after
complaints from residents and
businesses who say the mass feedings result in widespread littering,
public urination and other public
safety issues.
“Due to the large demand to feed
those in need, these activities frequently spill out onto the sidewalk
and street, creating numerous public
safety and public health concerns,”
LaBonge wrote in his motion. “Additionally, concentrations of people,
(the) lack of ADA accessibility and
blocking of streets and sidewalks cause
significant public safety problems. City
Departments should come together to
determine a solution that addresses
non-commercial feeding in the public
rights of way.
In addition to the Dream Center,
numerous other agencies are involved
in feeding programs, including the
Greater West Hollywood Food Coalition and Monday Night Mission.
“There are well-intentioned
people on both sides,” LaBonge
told The New York Times. “This has
overwhelmed what is a residential
neighborhood. When dinner is
served, everybody comes and it’s
kind of a free-for-all.”
According to the National Law
Center on Homelessness & Poverty, more than 50 other cities have
some sort of restrictions on food
sharing or camping, including San
Diego, Phoenix, Miami, Orlando,

believe rather than doubt.”

In addition to feeding the 600 people it houses at its downtown complex, the
Los Angeles Dream Center provides meals at 20 area sites. According to the
Dream Center’s 2012-13 impact report, the food truck ministry, one of several
feeding programs, distributed more than 2.2 million pounds of food alone.

Atlanta, Philadelphia, Oklahoma
City and New York City.
Barnett said he fears such a ban
would have catastrophic consequences for the city’s most vulnerable. Each week, the church’s mobile feeding unit provides meals
at 20 different sites in the some of
the region’s poorest communities.
According to its 2012-13 impact report, the food truck ministry alone
distributed more than 2.2 million pounds of food, with another
521,000 pounds given out through
its other programs. Additional contributions were made to 55 different organizations.
“If that happens so many lives we
touch daily will be affected,” the
ministry leader said. “Single mothers, young families, elderly, homeless, and food-insecure individuals
depend on The Dream Center to
help make ends meet. What happens when that stops? Join with us
as we pray and work with our city to
find a solution.”
Online petition
In an effort to sway the council from enacting what he calls a
“reckless agenda,” Barnett and the
Dream Center have posted an online petition on the Change website. By press time, more than 4,000
people had signed the petition to
block the proposal.

“The last thing our city needs, in the
midst of rising homeless, is to restrict
the goodwill of people,” Barnett said.
“We have noticed that feeding people
leads to encouragement, nourishment,
permanent housing, education, jobs
and personal growth. When we encounter people, the opportunity of change
is always possible.
“Compassion is not something
to be regulated, but celebrated,
without harnessing the free will of
citizens. We have great hope that
our city leaders will change their
course and support the freedom ‘to
love thy neighbor as thyself.’”
In addition to its feeding program, the Dream Center provides
transitional family housing, programs catering to emancipated
youth, foster care intervention, job
placement and transition, rehabilitation, community outreach, as well
as working to reduce human trafficking. Specific projects include a
clothing outreach, mobile medical
clinic, the Dream Center Academy
and the Lord’s Gym. Its transitional
housing program, operated in the
church’s large downtown complex,
serves about 600 people a night.
The church itself runs 40 weekly
services, reaching 30,000 people
through its 200 ministries.
For more information, visit www.
dreamcenter.org/dontrestrict.

Regrouping overseas
Following Daisy’s successful surgery
and her parents’ prayers for discernment, Jon rejoins Switchfoot in South
Africa. As he returns to the tour, home
remains sharply in focus as the group
gets to work on writing songs for the
album, which releases Jan. 14 through
Atlantic Records/Word.
“The point became, ‘What are we
going to do to push ourselves?’” Jon
said of the earliest stages of the album’s
creation. “Could we take ourselves
somewhere we’d never been before,
yet achieve a feeling of comfort at the
same time? How do we go to a new
place that feels like home?
“For a long time, home was a place of
failure because it meant that we didn’t
have any shows. When you drop out of
college in your early ’20s and all your
friends are getting jobs and you’re the
guy who lives with his parents, it’s way
better to be on the road. Only recently
did I feel like home was a place where
I could feel comfortable and content.”
In creating the film, Switchfoot and
its director Katsolis took inspiration
from Irish rockers U2 and their 1988
documentary “Rattle and Hum,” which
also follows the exploits of the band,
and from the 1966 film “The Endless
Summer,” which follows the global
search of two surfers. “Fading West’
was shot along legendary surf breaks in
Australia, New Zealand, Africa and Bali,
where the Foreman brothers “breathe
fresh life into their songwriting and
sound by harnessing the spirit of their
stunning surroundings and mining new
emotional depths.”
“The idea was to surf, write songs,
play music, and see what ideas came,”
Tim said.

From kids to gigs
The result is part rock documentary,
part surf film and part travelogue as
the camera captures the incredible
movements of the ocean, the frenetic
energy of the band’s live shows, giddy
rehearsals with their children, and
quiet moments of reflection.
“We set out knowing that we were going to document whatever happened,”
said drummer Chad Butler. “Whether
that ended up being the demise of
Switchfoot or the rebirth of something
new, we were going to document it, one
way or the other. We had two themes:
surfing, music and how they intersect.
And looking for inspiration for a new
record was the motivation to chase
those themes. I feel like we succeeded
in finding the means to make a record
based on and inspired by the ocean.”
As part of its 52-date fall tour,
Switchfoot opened its act with the film,
followed by a stripped-down but still
rocking live performance by the band.
Besides its San Diego show, the band
sold out venues in Los Angeles, Seattle,
Denver, Portland, Phoenix, St. Louis,
Atlanta and two dates in New York.
The film is available on iTunes,
Amazon, Instant Video, Cable Movies on Demand, Google Play, Xbox
Video, Sony PlayStation, CinemaNow
and Vudu.
Serving others
In addition to their commercial
success, Switchfoot has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to aid
homeless in San Diego through the
Switchfoot Bro-Am Foundation,
which hosts an annual surf competition and concert.
Switchfoot will hit the road again
soon with dates to be announced.
For more information, including
a “Fading West” trailer, visit www.
switchfoot.com.
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Disney’s animator of heroines
Mark Henn talks about creating
Disney’s leading ladies, his Christian
faith, and his work on ‘Frozen’
By Emily Belz
World News Service
HOLLYWOOD — Mark Henn
has been an animator at Disney for
33 years. While he has animated
many of Disney’s best-known characters (from Goofy to Winnie the
Pooh to the mice in “The Rescuers”), he has the reputation as the
animator of heroines. He animated
Belle from “Beauty and the Beast,”
Ariel from “Little Mermaid,” Jasmine from “Aladdin,” Mulan from
“Mulan” and Tiana from “Princess
and the Frog.” Now for Disney’s
new animated film “Frozen,” Henn
served as one of the lead animators,
overseeing the development of all
of the characters.
Can you talk in more detail about
the kind of work you did in “Frozen,” and whether there was a particular character you were drawn to?
I worked with the animators as a
consultant, mentor, cheerleader. I
touched all of the characters at different times. I helped them make
scenes stronger, make the expressions stronger. Marshmallow, Olaf,
Ana, Elsa, Kristoph, Sven … I’m
kind of partial to the leading ladies
in our films. That’s been a big part
of my résumé. This film presented
a unique challenge—not one (leading lady), but two. They’re sisters,
but they’re very different.
You’ve worked in two-dimensional
animation and now three-dimensional. As technology has changed, has
the artistic process changed for you?
If you think of the difference between hand-drawn animation and
computer-generated animation—
you have two completely different
tools but the same end result: to
make a character come to life. I
did some computer animation—
“Meet the Robinsons” was my first
computer-animated film. The only
thing that changed for me was the
tool, getting proficient enough to
use the tool.
I’ve been here 33 years now.
I bring that skill set to help the
younger animators think like a
Disney animator. I don’t see a difference between hand-drawn animation and computer-generated
animation from that point of view.
The heart and mind of the anima-

tor is the same. And that’s what I’m
trying to pass on to the new group
of artists.
I’ve heard animators describe
their job as acting.
Think of us like a theater troupe—
that’s very much like an animated film.
Over time as you get to know one another you learn each other’s strengths.
Some people are great at comedy. You
have other people who are more into
the dramatic, more emotional acting.
You have some typecasting among
animators.
Being an animator is the best of
both worlds. I love drawing. I love
performing and acting, but I don’t
have to be on the screen myself.
Speaking of typecasting among
animators, how did you end up animating all the leading ladies?
I don’t know other than I grew up
the oldest of three kids—my other
two siblings are sisters. I grew up
with girls and I’m probably more
comfortable walking into a room
with a bunch of girls than a bunch
of guys. I fell in love with Snow
White and Cinderella. But I’ve also
done mice and dogs and Winnie
the Pooh and Pete (in the Mickey
Mouse short “Get a Horse!” that
will be shown before “Frozen”).
How does your faith play into
your work, into character development and storytelling?
It’s a global impact as well as dayto-day and scene-to-scene. I’m very
blessed. … This has been my boyhood dream to be a Disney animator. I’ve seen a lot of change and a
lot of ups and downs. I was almost
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fired at one point. God has been
incredibly gracious to allow me to
be here, and I feel like this is where
I’m supposed to be.
In the minutiae—it’s those daily
struggles—you’re fighting a scene,
the same things everyone deals
with. He’s gotten me through many
a tough day and tough scene and

tough production schedule.
It’s nice to work for a company—
we’re not a church organization or
a faith-based organization—but the
basic values we want to put across
in our films are right in line with
my faith.
I noticed “Frozen” had themes

about self-sacrifice and the importance of family.
Parents need to do a little work
and glean out those things and talk
about them with their kids. (The
themes) are there. The parents
have the responsibility to look for
them.
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In 2014: Don’t make ‘resolutions,’ make ‘revolutions’
The statistics are
World That’s Constantin on how well we
ly Changing,” I reveal
keep New Year’s
that resolutions need to
Resolutions, and it
be big enough to matdoesn’t look good.
ter. Most people don’t
Forbes Magazine rechange little things, so
ports that while 40
start with the biggest
percent of us make
areas of your life that
New Year’s resoluneed to change and
tions, just 8 perneed to change now.
cent actually follow
I call these changes
Phil Cooke
through on those
“revolutionary” because
goals. We rarely get
they are serious, critical
to the end of January before we’re and there’s no turning back.
reminded that every year we make
Revolutionary changes signal to
New Year’s resolutions, and every your family and friends that this
year we fail. We just can’t seem to year, your life is going in a new distay committed, enthusiastic or de- rection. Whatever those changes
termined enough to keep our good may be for you, make them big
intentions. But the word “resolu- and make them loud. Once you’ve
tion” is simply another way to ex- figured out the list of those revolupress the desire for change. And tionary changes, here are some tips
when you discover the secrets to for making those resolutions stick:
real change, your resolutions will
1. There Can Be No Other
start to stick.
Choice. We usually think hitting
One of those secrets is size. In bottom is the end, but the truth is,
my book “Jolt: Get the Jump on a it can be a new beginning. I’ve dis-

Revolutionary changes signal to your
family and friends that this year, your
life is going in a new direction.
covered that if there’s any other option, most people will take it. The
vast majority of New Year’s resolutions fail because the stakes simply aren’t high enough. When it’s
not important, we don’t take our
resolutions seriously. What do you
need to change that’s really “life or
death” for you? An extra 10 pounds
might not be much to most people,
but for a model, actress or athlete,
it could kill a career. Don’t make a
resolution unless it’s really critical.
2. Change What Matters. Take
control of your priorities, and
you’ll take control of your life. We
often fail because we don’t take the
time to decide what’s really important. A promotion has little value

if it comes at the expense of your
family. Most of us float through life
never giving a thought to what we
want to be remembered for accomplishing. My advice? Stop spending
so much time on what other people
think is urgent, and spend more
time on what really matters to you.
3. Eliminate Destructive Distractions. Release the negative baggage from your life. Stop re-living
your last failure and start focusing
on the future. The divorce, firing,
bankruptcy, or other disaster in
your past does not determine your
future. I was fired from my job at
36 and now, two decades later I
realize it was the best thing that
could have happened. You can’t

see what’s coming if you’re looking
in the rearview mirror. As long as
you dwell in the past, you’ll never
discover your destiny.
4. Finally, Build a Motivation
Machine. Discover the difference
cheerleaders can make. Long ago,
athletes discovered the power of
a cheering section. As you work
through the most challenging aspects of personal change, you need
people who believe and will encourage you, so go public with your
new dreams. Get rid of the negative
people in your life, and surround
yourself with people who are convinced of your possibilities!
Start thinking now about how
you’d like your life to change in
2014. It’s never too early, or late, to
start the journey…
Phil Cooke is a filmmaker, media
consultant and author of “One Big
Thing: Discovering What You Were
Born to Do.” Find out more at philcooke.com.
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There’s a huge difference between knowing about God and
knowing God.
Years ago I was browsing through
the shelves of a small Christian
bookstore in the middle of nowhere Tennessee, a few miles from
where I was going to college at the
time.
I just wanted something to read
to give me a change of pace from
my studies. And suddenly an average-sized book caught my eye:
“Knowing God,” by J.I. Packer of
Regent College.
It wasn’t so much the title or the
cover. What made me pull the trigger and shell out what little money
I had was the awesome lineup of endorsements. Every major Christian
leader I’d ever heard of had endorsed “Knowing God” it seemed:
Chuck Colson, Joni Eareckson
Tada, Chuck Swindoll, John Stott.
Many of them were saying that it
was the best book they’d read in the
last 25 years other than the Bible.
Well, they were right back then,
and, now, forty years after the publication of “Knowing God,” they’re
even more right!
Regent College theologian John
Stackhouse says, “‘Knowing God’
continues to bless readers around
the world. It continues to inspire
authors, too, as it does what very
few books have been able to do:
present page after page of carefully nuanced Christian theology
in a style that people actually enjoy
reading.”
And I’m one of them! What I
love about Packer’s approach is
not just presenting theology for
knowledge’s sake; it’s theology for
worship’s sake. In “Knowing God,”
Packer shows us that knowledge

about God is not
preaching, you will
enough. It needs to
hear pastors pause
lead us to personapologetically to warn
ally knowing Him. As
their congregations,
Jesus prayed in the
‘Now, I’m afraid we
Garden before His
have to stop here for
arrest, “And this is
a moment for some
eternal life, that they
theology,’ ” as if they
know you, the only
need to apologize for
true God, and Jesus
doing theology.
Christ whom you have
That’s why “KnowJohn Stonestreet ing God” is the book
sent.”
In “Knowing God,”
of theology I most
Packer acknowledges the desire to often recommend. It’s a balancing
know about God and His law is nec- corrective to both those tempted
essary, but that’s not enough. Point- to think a “personal relationship”
ing to Psalm 119, Packer notes, with God makes thoughtful con“The psalmist’s desire to get knowl- sideration of doctrine irrelevant, as
edge about God was not a theo- well as those tempted to replace the
retical, but a practical concern. His person of God with de-personalized
supreme desire was to know and truth and knowledge.
enjoy God Himself, and he valued
I promise, you’ll be amazed at
knowledge about God as simply a how practical and encouraging themeans to this end.”
ology can be. “Knowing God” is a
I remember that this approach great New Year’s book for yourself,
to theology convicted me. I was and an even better Christmas gift
actually studying Bible in college, for loved ones looking to grow in
and Packer confronted me with their walk with the Lord. It’s the
the truth that there was an end to perfect fit for this time of year when
my study, a telos, that went far be- we remember that Truth is a Peryond just passing a class or getting son, the Word made flesh.
a degree and going to seminary. It
A proper knowledge of God
was actually the knowledge of God doesn’t get in the way of our reHimself.
lationship with God. It enhances
Stackhouse continues, “As Pack- it, mobilizes and propels it. Come
er sets out chapter after chapter of to our online book store at Breakthe great truths of the gospel, he Point.org to get a copy. I say now,
exhorts readers to render doctrine with all of those endorsers that
into worship and work, to ‘turn the- originally attracted me to “Knowing
ology into doxology,’ as decades of God,” this is one of the most imporhis students at Regent College have tant books I’ve read other than the
learned to recite.”
Bible itself.
And this is something that a
© 2013 Prison Fellowship. Stonlot of theological education and
churches miss. “In so many church- estreet is the voice of “Breakpoint,”
es,” Stackhouse says, “even those a radio commentary, formerly featurthat pride themselves on serious ing the late Chuck Colson.
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s
s
s

!SSOCIATE OF !RTS IN "IBLICAL 3TUDIES !!"3
"ACHELOR OF !RTS IN "IBLICAL 3TUDIES "!"3
-ASTER OF !RTS IN #HRISTIAN -INISTRY -!#-ASTER OF !RTS IN "IBLICAL 3TUDIES -!"3
-ASTER OF $IVINITY -$)6
-ASTER OF 4HEOLOGY 4($OCTOR OF -INISTRY $-IN
-ASTER OF !RTS IN #OUNSELING 0SYCHOLOGY -!#0
-ASTER OF !RTS IN -ARRIAGE AND &AMILY 4HERAPY -!-&4
$OCTOR OF 0SYCHOLOGY 039$
$ENOTES COURSES WHICH ARE AVAILABLE IN AN ONLINE FORMAT

Why Study at Southern California Seminary?
s Degrees designed for YOU! Flexible programs built for your busy
lifestyle — earn your degree online and on your time.
s Courses are biblical based and highly interactive! Delivered via
Blackboard software and taught by professors with both academic and
ministry experience.
s Refreshingly affordable tuition! Financial aid & military beneﬁts are
available to qualiﬁed students. Fully accredited.

CLASSES START 6 TIMES PER YEAR...CALL NOW AND BEGIN SOON!

ONLINE or ON CAMPUS
Our traditional on-campus programs are designed for working adults, with most courses held in the evenings

Enroll now by calling 1-888-389-7244 or by visiting www.socalsem.edu

2075 East Madison Avenue
El Cajon, CA 92019
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Integration, Involvement,
Investment at SDCC
“We are intentional every day about
investing in the whole student – heart,
mind, and soul.”
SDCC professor
San Diego Christian College (SDC),
founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye,
Art Peters and Henry Morris, provides a
Christian liberal-arts education focusing
on developing the next generation of
Christian leaders. SDC’s main campus is
located in sunny San Diego just minutes
away from local beaches and mountains.
INTEGRATION of faith and
learning:
SDC’s academic programs seek
to prepare you for professional and
personal success. Whether you are
interested in online, evening, fulltime, part-time, or even attending our
Minnesota campus, we have a degree
program that will ﬁt your needs.
Each major is grounded in Biblical
truth, framed by a liberal arts perspective and focused around a major ﬁeld
of study. This curricular approach
helps you develop a Christ-centered
worldview.
INVOLVEMENT with the overall
community:
SDC encourages academic excellence as well as spiritual growth
through a variety of challenging educational programs. Students participate in
local and global experiences in preparation for a lifestyle of service leadership.
Graduates are equipped to bring a high
level of professionalism and a Christian

perspective to any environment.
Students have opportunities to participate in intercollegiate athletics, intramural activities, student government,
worship teams, study abroad programs,
ministry opportunities, flight team,
speech/debate, student clubs and more.
Additionally, SDC organizes conferences throughout the year focusing on
relevant topics from leading thinkers,
practitioners and pastors as we involve
the local community to bring about
global outreach opportunities.
INVESTMENT in the whole
individual:
SDC is a close-knit community
of students, staff and faculty who
authentically care about each other’s
development of a biblical worldview.
Once you visit our campus, you will see
just how committed we are to creating
an environment that brings out the best
in your development.
An education at SDC is worth the
investment. SDC strives to make a
Christian education affordable through
various grants and scholarships. Over
95% of students receive ﬁnancial assistance. Furthermore, our alumni are in
places of leadership around the world,
giving you access to a global network.
So, if you are looking for a Christian
education that will propel your spiritual,
personal, social and professional development, then do not postpose scheduling a visit with an admissions counselor.
Visit www.sdcc.edu for more information about how you can be a part of the
next generation of Christian leaders.
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Concordia’s core curriculum:
Innovation in general education

CBU again ‘best college’
CBU moves up 16 places in U.S. News Best Colleges rankings
U.S. News & World Report has included California Baptist University
on its list of the nation’s “Best Colleges” for the eighth straight year.
CBU is ranked No. 42 in the West in the publication’s “Best Regional
Universities” category for 2014, up from No. 58 the previous year. The
ranking places the university in the top tier of educational institutions
across the nation.
U.S. News & World Report ranked the 1,376 institutions in their
list using a quantitative system of 16 weighted indicators of academic
excellence, including student selectivity, graduation rates, assessment
by peer institutions, retention, faculty resources, student selectivity,
ﬁnancial resources and alumni giving.
Hobby Lobby donates $5.65 million to California Baptist University
California Baptist University has received the largest gift in the history of the institution. The gift, Tahquitz Pines Camp in Idyllwild, Calif.,
is valued at $5.65 million and was generously donated by Hobby Lobby
Stores. The 21-acre property has been used as a Christian camp and
retreat since the 1930s and has been managed by CBU for the past year.
“CBU received conﬁrmation on Aug. 26 of the recording of the deed for
Tahquitz Pines, which is now ofﬁcially the property of California Baptist
University,” Dr. Ronald L. Ellis, CBU president, announced in a notice to
university employees.“We are extremely grateful to Hobby Lobby Stores
and reminded of the Scripture that states, ‘Every good thing given and
every perfect gift is from above...’. (James 1:17 NASB)”

It started with a question: How
could Concordia strengthen the entire academic experience and create
a shared intellectual foundation for
the entire campus community? The
answer led to an ambitious transformation of CUI’s undergraduate
curriculum.
Today, Concordia’s Core Curriculum is one of the most unique
and daring undergraduate curricula
in the nation. Since 2010 it has
redeﬁned the undergraduate experience at CUI and in one swoop
achieved a number of educational
goals which have made it a model
for other institutions.
“The Core is about developing
knowledge and strengthening
intellectual habits,” says Core Curriculum director Dr. Scott Ashmon.
“We are training students to read
closely, think critically and creatively about problems, communicate
effectively in writing and speech,
and make meaningful connections
between academic disciplines, life
and the Christian faith.”
The Core upends the reigning
model of education in the U.S.,
which usually leaves freshmen to
piece together a general education
from a grab-bag of courses. Instead,
CUI’s Core requires every undergraduate to take a series of classes
in sequence so that professors can
build a foundation of knowledge
and create strong learning habits.
Perhaps the most unique feature
of the Core is its pairing of classes

Concordia is among a distinctive group of universities that offer a common,
coherent core curriculum for all of its students. Concordia’s Core is carefully
crafted so that students discover the purpose of a liberal arts education - to grow
intellectually, ethically, and spiritually.
that at ﬁrst glance don’t seem to
go together — biology and theology, mathematics and philosophy,
history and literature. Freshmen
and sophomores take these paired
classes concurrently and learn to
make connections between seemingly disparate subjects.
“Rather than holding these
subjects apart like oil and water, we
want students to see how knowledge can be related,” says Concordia’s provost, Dr. Peter Senkbeil.
“It’s an old goal and a high goal of
a university education to see how
all the branches of knowledge connect and unite. We want students

to grapple with philosophical and
theological ideas such as, ‘What is
truth?’ How does each discipline
get at the truth?”
The result is a shared intellectual
experience and common language
for students as they proceed toward
graduation. Senkbeil calls the Core
a powerful statement of CUI’s faith
commitment and distinctive implementation of its educational values.
“Concordia Irvine is about the
interaction of faith and learning at a
very deep level,”he says.“The Core
helps us graduate students who are
well prepared for leadership roles in
church and society.”
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This Is a Moment: The Inauguration of President Mark Labberton
Fuller’s fifth president Dr. Mark Labberton
was inaugurated on November 6, 2013
“This is a moment.”
It is a moment of significant
transition for Fuller Seminary . . .
of unprecedented change in higher
education . . . of dramatic and profound change in the church . . . of
extraordinary turbulence in institutions across the globe.
But, says President Mark Labberton, “If God is God, and if God
has spoken in Jesus Christ for the
salvation of the world, then none
of this personal or global reality lies
beyond God’s arms.”
Dr. Labberton offered these
words in his message to the community at the Service of Presidential Inauguration held Wednesday,
November 6, at First United Methodist Church in Pasadena. And it
was indeed a moment—a moment
of inspiration, celebration, and
joyful splendor as Fuller Seminary
officially installed Mark Labberton
as its fifth president.
Approximately 2,000 people
from countries across the globe
descended upon Pasadena to honor
Dr. Labberton and celebrate their
commitment to Fuller Seminary
at the Wednesday morning service and two additional inaugural
events. Over 50 delegates representing other academic institutions
were also in attendance.
First United Methodist Church,
its interior bathed in pastel colors as
light filtered through magnificent
stained glass windows, was filled
to overflowing as the Service of

Inauguration began. The clear call
of a trumpet launched a “Festival
of Flags” to initiate the service, in
which 129 students carried flags
representing the 129 countries in
which Fuller alumni currently serve.
Edwin Willmington, director
of the Brehm Center’s Fred Bock
Institute of Music, led a choir from
the Fuller community accompanied by a 20-piece orchestra in a
performance of his composition
“Jubilate Deo!”—a spirited, drumpunctuated piece with an African
flavor that further conveyed Fuller’s
international character.
Fuller faculty and honored delegates then processed to the front
of the sanctuary, their varied regalia
producing a tapestry of royal blues,
rich reds and gleaming gold.
Following more gifts of music
from Dr. Willmington, a reading
of Psalm 8 by Janet Labberton,
and prayers and litany led by a
diversity of members of the Fuller
community, Fuller board chair Clif-

ford Penner led the formal vows
inaugurating the new president.
“It is with great joy and a great
sense of history that we have come
together this morning to install
Mark Labberton into the office of
the presidency of Fuller Theological
Seminary,” he declared.
As he concluded the inaugural vows—with the statement “I,
therefore, as chair of the Board of
Trustees, do formally and officially
declare you, Dr. Mark Labberton,
to be installed in the office of the
president of Fuller Theological
Seminary”—the sanctuary erupted
with the sound of applause as attendants rose in a standing ovation.
A time of anointing and prayer
for the new president followed,
with noted pastor, speaker, and
longtime Fuller friend Lloyd John
Ogilvie asking all in the sanctuary to reach out their hands in a
blessing: “To communicate to Dr.
Labberton your love, affirmation,
encouragement, and support,” he

urged in his sonorous voice.
Elizabeth Sendek, president
of Biblical Seminary of Colombia,
prayed for Dr. Labberton in the
Spanish language, and Fuller Professor of Theology and Ethics Hak
Joon Lee spoke his prayer in both
Korean and English.
“We celebrate and uphold Mark
Labberton as the one you have
called for such a time as this,”
prayed Joy Moore, associate dean
for African American Church Studies at Fuller.
“Have This Mind Among You,”
based on the Apostle Paul’s charge
to the church in Philippians 2:1-11,
was the theme for Dr. Labberton’s
inaugural message as well as for the
service as a whole. As an introduction to his sermon, the Fuller choir
and orchestra performed the musical anthem “Let This Mind Be in
You,” composed specifically for the
inauguration by Dr. Willmington
and student Andre Castillo.
Paul gave his exhortation to the

church in Philippi in the midst of a
sea of challenges, just as we face a
sea of challenges in our own turbulent times today, Dr. Labberton
said in his inaugural message, and
we can learn much from his charge.
First, we learn that we must “remember what’s first”—God’s extravagant, self-giving love. Second,“make
what’s first primary”—not only
acknowledging God’s preeminence
but living it out, with a willingness
to let him lead us into “risky places
of compassion, mercy, and justice.”
Third, we must “make what’s
primary pervasive”—loving the
world around us generously and
sacrificially, laying down whatever powers and prerogatives we’ve
been given. In the eyes of the world,
said Dr. Labberton,“Will we simply
live what we say we believe?”
“A seminary that nourishes the
church needs to take very seriously
the call to verbal witness as it also
takes seriously the call to enacted,
embodied witness,” he urged,
“which together is the reality of
the proclamation of Word and act,
act and Word as one whole seam.”
“God invites us,” he concluded,
to be agents of salt and light who
“will demonstrate the vivid reality of a God who, in mystery, has
poured out his life for the world—
and says to you and to me, ‘Now
come. Follow me.’”
After his message, Dr. Labberton
was presented with four symbols
of office representing principles
to which the Fuller community is
committed: the presidential medallion, a Bible, presidential stole,
and a globe.

The Providence Promise:

Loan Repayment Assistance Program
Since Providence Christian College’s establishment in 2005, its mission
has been to equip students for God’s
glory and for service to humanity.
Starting next fall, students will be even
more equipped thanks to Providence’s
re-commitment to providing an affordable education.
Beginning in the fall of 2014, all ﬁrst
time freshmen will be eligible for The
Providence Promise: Loan Repayment
Assistance Program. LRAP will enable
students to enroll at Providence and
graduate on time, while also assisting
them in repaying loans they have taken
out. Providence is the only college in
California to offer LRAP.
According to LRAP’s website,
“LRAP empowers students to enroll, retain, and graduate from their ﬁrst-choice
educational institution.” The mission of
Providence is to graduate students who
will in turn serve their communities to
the glory of God and for the service of
humanity. In pursuit of that mission,
Providence strives to see its graduates
successfully employed without the
unnecessary fear that they aren’t making enough money. The program also
opens the way for graduates to be able
to accept jobs after college because of a

calling to work in that particular ﬁeld or
area that may not allow them the extra
income to pay for student loans.In the
event that graduates aren’t working
at a certain income level after college,
LRAP guarantees that they will receive
assistance in repaying their college
loans. LRAP is offered to students at no
cost and is available to graduates who
are working at least 30 hours per week.
Reimbursement through LRAP lasts
through the life of any federal, private,
or PLUS loan and graduates will be
reimbursed quarterly depending on
specified lower and upper income
thresholds.
Since statistics show that college
graduates still earn more than those
who don’t attend college, college
remains an excellent investment.
Providence is not only committed to
providing students with a competitive
ﬁnancial aid package while attending
Providence, but seeing them succeed
in life after graduation. Combined
with rigorous liberal arts major and the
Avodah experiences program where
students engage in a host of learning
activities around greater Los Angeles,
Providence provides an excellent, affordable Christian college experience.

Providence Christian College students show school spirit and celebrate their
historical mascot Piet Hein, the leader of Dutch pirate “sea beggars.”

Christian Higher Education Advertising Supplement

OC

November 2013 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 9

10
1
0 • CCHRISTIAN
HR
H
HRIS
RIIS
STI
TIAN
AN E
EXAMINER
XAMI
XA
AM
MIINE
NER • N
No
November
ove
vem
mb
ber
e 2013 OC

Christian
Higher Education Advertising Supplement
LA Jan-Feb 2014 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 10

Doing ministry together
Bethel Seminary San Diego
is located in a thriving city rich
with opportunities for intercultural ministry. San Diego’s many
Hispanic-American, South Asian,
and Southeast Asian communities,
as well as its proximity to Mexico,
give students hands-on experience
serving across cultures.
Plus, with the beautiful Southern California climate, beaches, and
mountains, what’s not to love?
Our San Diego campus occupies
a 20,000-square-foot building that
houses ofﬁces, classrooms, a student center, and expanded library

facilities with more than 80,000
volumes.
Increasing enrollment over the
years has resulted in the need to
grow our campus and offer more
diverse programming. We’re in
the planning stages of expanding our location to include a new
14,000-square-foot wing featuring
a 380-seat chapel and conference center, library addition, new
classrooms, preaching lab, student
lounge, and more.
Learn more about our programs
or get in touch with our admissions
ofﬁce for more information.

Why I came to Bethel Seminary San Diego
By David Williams, Jr.
I was attending Horizon Bible
College when I was encouraged to
apply to one of the local seminaries
by one of my pastors at my church,
Rock Church. One of my professors
also encouraged me to apply as
well. In fact, he told me a lot about
Bethel Seminary because he was
an alumnus. I asked him several
questions about his experience and
how he enjoyed his education, and
then it dawned on me that he was
an excellent expositor, so I thought
that he must have really engaged
what he learned to be able to teach
the way that he did and does.
He encouraged me to go to an
Open House and see what the
seminary was like, to see how the
people interacted. I took his advice
and attended an Open House
towards the end of the summer

in 2010.
I decided to attend Bethel
because they professors turned
out to be just like my professor at
Horizon, the professor who assisted me without ﬂinching, then
because they were so encouraging
to do the same for others.
I’m a junior in the Master of
Divinity program for Pastoral Care.

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is
launching leaders for Christ
Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry
College has, in its eventful first
decade, grown into an influential
evangelical college attracting highcaliber Christian students from all
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic
programs, exclusive apprenticeships
in Washington, D.C. and beyond
and championship debate culture
prepare leaders for high level service
in the public square, and led to its
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a
recently published book.
Located in Purcellville, Va., less
than an hour from Washington,
D.C., Patrick Henry College is
a classical Christian liberal arts
college created for students seeking an academically demanding
education at a school forged from
America’s founding principles and
powered by passionate Christian
discipleship.
Its unique proﬁle, combining
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with
a distinctly Christian worldview,
has produced graduates who today serve at the highest levels of
government, business, the legal
profession, media and academia.
The New Yorker reported in
2005 that Patrick Henry College
students held roughly the same
number of White House internships as Georgetown, which, for a
College of roughly 300 students at
that time, reﬂected the College’s
unusually high standing on Capitol Hill. Employers for whom they
serve agree that PHC students
excel because of their disciplined

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.
Many graduates have gone on
to prestigious graduate schools,
including Harvard,Yale and Columbia law schools, and presently work
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI,
National Geographic, Fox News,
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchoring its mission to infuse the public
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists,
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has
won ﬁve of the past seven ACMA
national moot court championships.
Michael P. Farris, the founder
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely
to build an educational institution,
we wanted to change America.
Most students who come to PHC
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”
Reinforcing its mission to impact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core
curriculums in the country and an
academic foundation built upon
the truth found only in Scripture.
To protect itself from government regulations and thereby
safeguard its liberty to teach from
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its
operations and facilities are funded entirely through donations.
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Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa St.
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8188
www.bethel.edu
Bethel Seminary develops whole and holy, globally-minded leaders for God’s service.
Through practical integration and the development of a biblical/theological foundation,
the focus is on the spiritual and personal formation of the whole person. Programs
include the MDiv, M.A.T.S., M.A.A.M., M.F.T., and Doctor of Ministry, with convenient
distance learning options and small group learning communities.
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Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature,
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Biola University
13800 Biola Ave.
La Mirada, CA 90639
1-800-OK-BIOLA
www.biola.edu
Biola University, a leading private Christian university located in Southern
California, has remained firmly committed to its mission of biblically centered
education since 1908. With more than 40 majors and 75 unique academic programs ranging from the B.A. to the Ph.D., Biola offers academic excellence and
intentional spiritual development in an environment where all students, faculty,
and staff are professing Christians.

Providence Christian College
1539 E Howard St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
1-866-323-0233
www.providencecc.edu
Providence offers the solution to the concerns associated with borrowing money
to pay for college. All incoming freshmen receive the Loan Repayment Assistance
Program which guarantees that if your income after graduation is low, you will
receive assistance in repaying student loans. Combined with our student to
faculty ratio of 7:1 which insures high academic standards, Providence offers a
quality, affordable liberal arts education.

California Baptist University
8432 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
1-877-CBU-3615
admissions@calbaptist.edu
www.calbaptist.edu
Founded in 1950 by the California Southern Baptist Convention, CBU offers 150
undergraduate majors and concentrations, plus an additional 33 graduate majors
and credentials. The campus offers one of the region’s largest aquatic centers
and the JoAnn Hawkins Music building is one of the nation’s most advanced
music production and recording facilities. The university has been named the
2013 U.S. News & World Report Best Regional College.

Concordia University
1530 Concordia West
Irvine, CA 92612
1-800-229-1200
admission@cui.edu
www.cui.edu
Concordia University Irvine prepares students for their vocations—their various
callings in life. CUI offers undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, and adult degree
programs in a beautiful Southern California location. Concordia’s undergraduate
program is distinctive among universities in California because of its nationallyrecognized Core Curriculum, and its Lutheran heritage that provides a thoughtful
and caring Christian community that lives out the theology of “Grace Alone.
Faith Alone.”

Fuller Theological Seminary
135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91182
1-800-2-FULLER
admissions@fuller.edu
www.fuller.edu
Fuller provides graduate-level education in theology, intercultural studies, and
psychology. Fuller is intellectually rigorous, culturally engaging, spiritually cultivating, diverse in community, and evangelical in commitment.

Huntington Beach Bible Institute
8281 Garfield Ave.
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
(714) 962-6860
www.hbbible.org
HBBI is a Church-based Bible teaching center offering non-accredited undergraduate level courses in Biblical Studies, Theology, and Practical Ministry. We
exist for the sole purpose of bringing honor and glory to God by equipping every
believer to accurately handle the Word of Truth, continually grow in Christ, effectively serve in ministry, and faithfully fulfill the Great Commission. A ministry
of Calvary Baptist Church.

San Diego Christian College
2100 Greenfield Drive
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-800-676-2242
www.sdcc.edu
The SDCC community is marked by a strong sense of family, is focused on
serving Christ and others, and celebrates the integration of faith and learning.
Founded in 1970 by Drs. Tim LaHaye, Art Peters, and Henry Morris, San Diego
Christian College engages Christians in an academic experience that offers a
liberal-arts education, promotes an environment of scholarship, and fosters the
examination of truth.

Southern California Seminary
2075 E. Madison Ave
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-888-389-7244
info@socalsem.edu
www.socalsem.edu
Located in San Diego, SCS is an accredited Seminary offering traditional and
online programs in Bible,Theology, Counseling, and Psychology. SCS offers eight
degrees in our undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs: AA and BA in
Biblical Studies; M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Biblical Studies, Master of
Divinity (M.Div), Master of Theology (Th.M.), M.A. in Counseling Psychology;
and Doctorate of Psychology (Psy.D).

Trinity Law School
2200 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
1-800-922-4748
www.tls.edu
Trinity Law School prepares students by offering a legal education from a biblical perspective. It is one of the few evangelical law schools with a focus on the
integration of law and theology. Accredited by the State Bar of California, it is a
community of professors, lawyers, and students committed to pursuing justice.
Programs include the Juris Doctor.

Vision University (a seminary)
1550 E. Elizabeth St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 791-1200
visionuniversityusa@yahoo.com
www.visionu.net
Vision University has sought to fill an existing void in the field of theological
education by addressing the needs of students who require a less traditional
approach to securing quality instruction at the graduate levels, as well as the
flexibility afforded by both night courses and short-term seminar classes, day
classes and correspondence. Accredited with Transworld Accrediting Commission International.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

www.christianexaminer.com

JAN 24 • FRIDAY

FEB 14-16 • FRI-SUN

MAR 20 • THURSDAY (cont.)

Norma Murakami speaking, an abortion
survivor from “The Door of Hope” ministry, 7pm. Rolling Hills Covenant Church,
2222 Palos Verdes Drive North, Rolling
Hills Estates • (310) 529-4045

2014 Southwest Conference Yeshua featuring Davidic Worship, Kids’ Programs,
Singles’ Events, Daily Classes, Torah
Service, Marketplace & more. Special
guests include Paul LIberman, Michael
Rydelnik, Michael Brown, Paul Wilbur,
Steve Wiggins & more. Hotel Irvine Jamboree Center, Irvine • 1-866-252-0816

Church, 1 Saddleback Pkwy, Lake Forest
• bibleexperiencetour.com

FEB 6 • THURSDAY

JAN 1 • WEDNESDAY

JAN 11 • SATURDAY (cont.)

Miracle Faith Church All Day Preach-AThon, 9am-9pm. 6160 Atlantic Ave.,
Long Beach • (562) 428-5506

255-2403, (213) 220-2746

Christian Business & Professional luncheon with Eric Padilla speaking, 12noon.
Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315 Lakewood
Blvd. (Route 19) • (562) 310-1335

JAN 17 • FRIDAY

FEB 8 • SATURDAY

God’s Army of Fire with Prophets Dan &
Carole Fernandez speaking, 7pm. Holiday
Inn Hotel, 2640 Lakewood Blvd., Long
Beach • (562) 420-7827

“Healing, Signs and Wonders Meeting.”
5-10pm, Denny’s Banquet Room, 3060
San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles • (323)
255-2403, (213) 220-2746

The 2014 Roadshow featuring Skillet,
Third Day, Jamie Grace, Andy Mineo,
Royal Taylor, We As Human, Vertical
Church Band, Soul Fire Revolution.
7:30pm, Honda Center, Anaheim. $10$20 • theroadshowtour.com

FEB 12 • WEDNESDAY

JAN 17-18 • FRI-SAT

FEB 13-15 • THU-SAT

Financial Success Seminar, with Steve
& Annette Economides. Fri, 7-9pm;
Sat. 9am-3pm. Knott Avenue Christian
Church, 315 S. Knott Ave., Anaheim.
By Exploring Homeschooling • (714)
686-3353, exploringhomeschooling.com

Gospel Music Festival with The Hoppers,
Wes Hampton, Booth Brothers, Legacy
Five, Collingswor th Family & more.
Grand Canyon University Arena, Phoenix.
Various costs. By IMC Concerts • (602)
639-8999

JAN 2 • THURSDAY
Christian Business & Professional
luncheon with Dan Fox, D.C. speaking,
12noon. Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315
Lakewood Blvd. (Route 19) • (562)
310-1335

JAN 8 • WEDNESDAY
Downey Christian Women’s Club, “O You
Beautiful Doll.” 11:45am, Los Amigos
Country Club, 7295 Quill Dr., Downey,
$15 • (562) 861-3414, (562) 864-7319

JAN 11 • SATURDAY
“Healing, Signs and Wonders Meeting.”
5-10pm, Denny’s Banquet Room, 3060
San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles • (323)

Downey Christian Women’s Club,
“Friends, Fragrance & Sun.” 11:45am,
Los Amigos Country Club, 7295 Quill
Dr., Downey, $15 • (562) 861-3414,
(562) 864-7319

MAR 4 • TUESDAY
Concordia University’s 11th Annual Faith
& Business Forum “Almond Insights: The
Value of Partnership, Quality, Innovation
& Integrity” luncheon 11:30am-1:30pm.
Hilton Orange County, Costa Mesa. $55
• (949) 214-3185, cui.edu/forum

MAR 6 • THURSDAY

APR 3 • THURSDAY
Christian Business & Professional luncheon with Richard Daggett speaking,
12noon. Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315
Lakewood Blvd. (Route 19) • (562)
310-1335

APR 9 • WEDNESDAY
Downey Christian Women’s Club, Fashion
Show. 11:45am, Los Amigos Country
Club, 7295 Quill Dr., Downey, $15 •
(562) 861-3414, (562) 864-7319

APR 25-26 • FRI-SAT

Christian Business & Professional
luncheon with Bob Barclay speaking,
12noon. Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315
Lakewood Blvd. (Route 19) • (562)
310-1335

2014 Christian Writers Conference
with Steve Hutson, Rachelle Gardner,
Cecil Murphey, Antonio Crawford, Lane
Ethridge & more. Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 13922 Prospect Ave., Santa
Ana • occwf.org

MAR 12 • WEDNESDAY

JUN 5 • THURSDAY

Downey Christian Women’s Club, “Life
Alert.” 11:45am, Los Amigos Country
Club, 7295 Quill Dr., Downey, $15 •
(562) 861-3414, (562) 864-7319

Christian Business & Professional luncheon
with Jim Fountain speaking, 12noon. Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315 Lakewood Blvd.
(Route 19) • (562) 310-1335

MAR 20 • THURSDAY

JUL 3 • THURSDAY

The Bible Tour 2014 featuring Natalie
Grant, Jason Gray, Sidewalk Prophets,
Meredith Andrews, Francesca Battistelli & Chris August, 7pm. Saddleback

Christian Business & Professional luncheon with Lisa Ives speaking, 12noon.
Sizzler’s Restaurant, 10315 Lakewood
Blvd. (Route 19) • (562) 310-1335

Printing masterpiece sells for record price
One of the 11 surviving copies of
the Bay Psalm Book, the first book
printed in English in America, and
the first book of Scripture printed,
sold at auction for $14.2-million.
That was the highest price ever
recorded for a book. The book
was bought by financier and philanthropist David Rubenstein, a
well-known buyer of antiquities.
He intends to loan the hymnal to
libraries around the country in a

kind of traveling exhibit. Eventually, he will place the book on longterm loan with one of them. The
Bay Psalter includes “The Whole
Booke of Psalmes, Faithfully Translated into English Metre,” and it’s
been called the “Crown Jewel” of
American printing. In an interesting footnote, Steve Green of the
Hobby Lobby family had been in
on the bidding, but he dropped out
at $12-million. - World News Service

Legacy of prayer in America demonstrated
by tens of thousands of gatherings in 2013
COLORADO SPRINGS — The National Day of Prayer Task Force, which
has focused on expanding its network
beyond the annual May intercession
effort, reports that 1.5 million people
a week were reached through its social
media efforts in 2013.
In all, 42,000 gatherings were
held across the country in churches, parks, civic centers and the
Cannon House Office Building in
Washington, D.C.
In addition, its first ever Pray for

America Rally Tour logged more
than 13,000 bus miles through 34
states, resulting in 101,000 prayer
connections. In October, 22,000
people in ten countries participated in the ministry’s first ever,
27-hour PrayerCast featuring the
foremost teachers on prayer via a
state-of-the-art web stream.
For more information on how you
can support these efforts, visit
www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

Sanctity of Human Life presentation
hosted by Rolling Hills Covenant Church’s Catalyst Ministry

The Door of Hope
Norma Murakami, an abortion survivor
from “The Door of Hope” ministry, will
share her story of how God brought her
through a journey of healing from her
past abortions to helping other abortion
survivors. She is a living testimony of
how God’s forgiveness and grace has
challenged her to be an ambassador for
life. Norma and her husband Tim have
Guest Speaker
founded several crisis pregnancy centers Norma Murakami
in the Los Angeles area.

January 24th, 7:00pm
Rolling Hills Covenant Church - Room 290
2221 Palos Verdes Dr. N., Rolling Hills Estates

For info, call Dawn Desuacido (310) 529-4045
www.rollinghillscovenant.com

www.christianexaminer.com

LA

‘Parenting with a Vision’
homeschool conference planned

Seminar tackles
unemployment
YORBA LINDA — Friends
Church of Yorba Linda will host
the seminar “What You Don’t Know
About Under and Unemployment”
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 25.
The daylong intensive seminar—
sponsored by the congregation’s
Care Ministries department—will
be facilitated by Pamela Christian,
an expert in employment issues.
Christian and her husband lost
their home in the 1990s after they
both spent four years unemployed.
The church is located at 5141
Lakeview Ave.
For more information, visit www.
friendschurchyl.com or call (714)
777-2875 and ask for Cindy Gosting.

Breakfast to
explore branding
IRVINE — Concordia University
will host the business breakfast “What
Great Brands Do” at 7 a.m. Jan. 28 at
its Grimm Hall Conference Center.
The event will include author
and business leader Denise Lee
Yohn, whose topic will be “What
Great Brands Do: Seven BrandBuilding Principles That Separate
the Best from the Rest.”
Yohn, who will also be signing
her new book, has 25 years experience building world-class brands
such as Sony, Frito-Lay and Burger
King.
During her talk, Yohn will explore three of the principles that
successful brands consistently implement; how strong brand-building impacts profitability, growth,
stakeholder relationships and employee engagement employees;
and how a brand platform should
guide and fuel every aspect of a
business’s operations. She will also
share case studies and real-life examples of brand-building successes
and failures.
The cost is $20, which includes
breakfast. Reservations are required.
For more information, visit www.
cui.edu and search for Denise Lee
Yohn.

Concert to feature
Willard and Fong
MISSION VIEJO — Kelly Willard and Oden Fong will appear at
The Upper Room from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. Jan. 18.
Willard is a contemporary Christian
musician who emerged during the early
Jesus Movement and is known for her
praise and worship recordings. Fong
is a former drug dealer whose neardeath experience led him to Christ.
Fong is now a pastor at Calvary Chapel,
Costa Mesa.
The venue is at 24851 Chrisanta
Drive.
For more information, visit www.
theupperroompresents.com or call
1-888-679-8228.

Bible Tour comes
to Saddleback
LAKE FOREST — Saddleback
Church will host The Bible Tour, a
two-hour live event that brings together elements of the epic “The
Bible” mini-series and the new feature film “Son of God” on March 20.
One hundred million viewers
watched “The Bible” and now the
tour allows guests to experience the
passion, the power and the music
inspired by the epic mini-series and
the movie “Son of God.”
The tour is a partnership with
World Vision and features awardwinning musical artists Francesca
Battistelli, Sidewalk Prophets, Nata-
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Meredith Andrews is one of the artists
to appear at Saddleback as part of
The Bible Tour.

lie Grant, Chris August, Meredith
Andrews and Jason Gray, interspersed with immersive video and
stunning visual effects.
For more information, visit www.
thebibletourexperience.com.

Going nuts over annual
business breakfast
COSTA MESA — Concordia
University will hold its 11th Annual
Faith & Business Forum on March
4. 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. March 4
at the Hilton Orange County.
Mark Jansen, president and CEO
of Blue Diamond Growers, will be the
guest speaker. His topic is “Almond
Insights: The value of partnership,
quality, innovation and integrity.”
Prior to joining Blue Diamond,
Jansen was president of Schwan’s
Food Service where he led the profitable turnaround of the division.
He has also worked for the Pillsbury Company, Edison Brothers
Stores and General Mills.
The luncheon tickets are $55.
Event proceeds benefit Concordia’s
student scholarship fund. The registration deadline is Feb. 27.
For more information, visit www.cui.
edu/forum or call (949) 214- 3185.

Messianic conference
comes to Irvine
IRVINE — The Messianic Jewish
Alliance of America will host YESHUA’14, its Southwest Regional Conference Feb. 14 to 16 at the Hotel
Irvine Jamboree Center.
The event will offer nearly 30 sessions on Israel, the Jewish roots of
the Christian faith, the prophetic
work of God among the Jewish people and personal inspiration.
Featured speakers will include Rabbi
Jonathan Bernis, Rabbi Larry Feldman,
Rabbi David Chernoff, Rabbi Joel
Liberman, Dr. Michael Rydelnik, and
MJAA President Paul Liberman.
Special programming for children,
teens and young adults is scheduled.
The pre-conference program, set
for Friday, will include Yeshiva Dance
and Dance Symposium. A community
Torah service is set for Saturday.
For more information, visit www.
mjaa.org.

Abortion survivor
to share story
ROLLING HILLS — Rolling Hills
Covenant Church will host a talk by
abortion survivor Norma Murakami,
from The Door of Hope ministry, during its annual Sanctity of Human Life
service, set for 7 p.m. Jan. 24.
Murakami will share her story
of how God brought her through
a journey of healing from her past
abortions and how God’s forgiveness and grace has challenged her
to be an ambassador for life. Norma and her husband, Tim, have
founded several crisis pregnancy
centers in the Los Angeles area.
The church is located at 2222
Palos Verdes Drive.
For more information, call (310)
529-4045.

SANTA BARBARA — It’s an
annual calendar buster for homeschooling parents: As the word
rings in the new year—the season
of new beginnings—the reality for
those who teach at home is that
the year is far from over. There is
still half a year to go and the vision
can get blurry.
Reconnect with your reason for
homeschooling at the “Parenting
with a Vision” one-day conference
Jan. 18, sponsored by the Christian
Home Educators Association of
California. The conference will
be held from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at Calvary Baptist Church of Santa
Barbara.
Why did you choose to homeschool? Let’s face it, as rewarding
as homeschooling may be, it’s also
one of the hardest things a mom
and dad will do. Homeschooling
parents are not immune to the
noise of everyday life and can lose
focus at times. It’s not too late,
though, to enjoy a day of encour-

agement, fellowship, fun, and
“homeschool vision clarity.”
Although directed primarily
at homeschooling parents, the
conference is open to the public.
Conference topics include “OneSize-Fits All Education?” “Common
Core and Your Homeschool Vision”; “Preparing Your Child for a
Successful Future”; “For Mothers:
A Practical Blueprint”; “Why Don’t
Children Come with Training
Manuals?” and “Will Your Child
Keep the Faith to the End?”
All five featured speakers are
homeschool veterans and include
four association board members,
along with Jeff and Kerry Byers,
from God’s Word Church in Apple
Valley. Exhibitors have also been
invited to participate.
Pre-registration is available
online through Jan. 9. Admission
starts at $19 for CHEA members and members of the Home
School Legal Defense Association.
Non-member admission is $24.

At-the-door admission is $27 and
$respectively. Lunch, purchased in
advance, is $7.50.
Christian Home Educators
Association of California is a
Christian statewide homeschooling organization that provides
training, conventions, publications and other resources for
the home-educating community.
It also holds an annual resource
convention, which will be held
this year from May 29 to 31 at
the Disneyland Hotel. Confirmed
speakers include Steve and Annette Economides, America’s
Money Smart Family; Dr. Brian
Ray, founder and president of
the National Home Education
Research Institute; and Andrew
Pudewa, founder and director
of the Institute for Excellence in
Writing.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCHES FOR SALE

HOUSING FOR RENT

West Covina church for sale 300+/- seats on 2.85
ac just listed. Wanted within 10 miles of West Covina 100 +/- seat church. Just listed Colton church
$749,000. More religious sites for available see
www.churchwanted.com for worship sites for sale
or lease in So. Calif. Free consultation regarding
your church value, potential share of your building,
relocation needs. Call Raphael Realty 213 9999939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com. If you
are a religious group, we can help. 30+ years of
experience. Members of CA and National Assoc.
of Realtors DRE#00713881.

Fountain Valley. Very clean, self-contained furnished
Studio Apt, utilities included. Private entrance, AC,
centrally located, near 405 and 22 freeways. Prefer
employed, mature, responsible adult. References
required. Call (714) 225-6962 or (714) 884-3697.

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgﬁnney.com
Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

APPRAISALS
Real Estate Appraisals
Commercial, residential, apartments,
churches, industrial, ofﬁce, retail, land,
eminent domain, special-use.
25-years experience. State licensed.
First Metro Appraisals
Lee Walker MAI; 714-744-1074

ATTORNEYS

MINISTRY RESOURCES

Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have
buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist,
member of National and California Association
of Realtors. Need help? Call Western Brokerage
at (909) 822-2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330.
Email Henry@westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

MUSIC

Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE

HEALTH CARE
CHRISTIANS HELPING CHRISTIANS
SHARE THEIR MEDICAL NEEDS
“Samaritan Ministries members
prayed for us and sent us the
$50,000 we needed to pay for our
surgeries in the U.S. and Canada.
My family’s monthly share is $315.”
Bruce G.

Christian Home Based Business Opportunity. www.
touchstonesuccess.com/721749

Take Your Voice to the Next Level! Private singing
lessons by award-winning vocal coach. All levels - beginner through advanced. Recording packages also
available. (310) 737-9387, www.vocalstylings.com.

OFFICE SPACE

Dry Cleaners For Sale. Call (909) 228-3016 for
more details. Owner retiring.

Looking for affordable office space in Hollywood for
casting, pre-production, production, creative space
and filming? Act One has incredibly affordable space
to rent in Beachwood Canyon, right in the heart of
old “Hollywoodland”. Currently available: 2 x offices
@ $525/month each + $50 utilities. Includes: WiFi, desks, filing cabinets, chairs, access to shared
kitchen. Main conference room use, pending availability. Color copier/printer available at add’l charge.
Tenants may sign a one-year or month-to-month
lease. Email office@actoneprogram.com for more
information or inquiries. www.actoneprogram.com

ROOMS FOR RENT
Anaheim men, furnished, employed, references,
10% utilities. From $130/week. (714) 488-4350.

CHURCHES FOR RENT
300-seat sanctuary available for church services
for rent on Saturday mornings and/or Sunday
afternoons/evenings in Upland on the beautiful
Pacific Christian Center Campus. Close to the 10
freeway. Contact PCC, 800 West Arrow Highway,
Upland, CA 91786, (909) 981-1965.

Upland. House or apartment for rent: Two bedroom
house or spacious three bedroom suite in former
college dorm available on the PCC Campus. Apt
rent includes all utilities. Call (909) 981-1965.

CHURCHES WANTED

EDUCATION

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

For more information, visit www.
cheaofca.org or call (562) 8642432.

samaritanministries.org/intro

West Covina. Unfurnished, own bath, gated. House
privileges, utilities included. $550/month. No
smoking or drugs. (626) 918-3599.

To request an info packet,
call 888-268-4377 or
email info@samaritanministries.org

SERVICES

CHURCH/SCHOOL REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
Several properties also available FOR SALE (please call).
ANAHEIM — Sunday all-day church worship WEST COVINA — Church sites with
seating for 100 available for all day
with seating for 300, with classrooms and
Sunday and weeknight worship.
kitchen. Classrooms also available on
weekdays for school/childcare.
ARLETA — Large two-story school site
LA PUENTE — Weekday school site with available for weekday/end usage. Several
eight classrooms. Included shared usage classrooms, multi-purpose room, kitchen,
of Sanctuary, fellowship hall and kitchen. play yard, on-site parking.
COVINA — Traditional church with seating TEMPLE CITY — Sunday mid morning
Sanctuary available, seating for 250+ w/
for 200 available for all day Sunday
classrooms. Parking & immediate rental.
worship. Available for immediate rental.
Principals only.

Call church agent Ryan Bushore @ (714) 282-0246.

Bookkeeping - Payroll - Taxes. Since 1991. South
OC areas. Free consultation. Call Laura (949)
800-6743.
South Bay Christian Writer of creative resumes and
other writing essentials. (310) 326-0728.

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes — Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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Religious giving on the decline,
volunteering up slightly

Alternative penalties for nonviolent offenders
recommended by evangelical church leaders

PRINCETON, N.J. — The number
of people who have reported donating their time to religious organizations has edged up slightly while giving money to the cause has dropped
to its lowest level since Gallup began
tracking the data.
According the polling results,
faith-based giving has dropped 9
percent since its 2006 peak.
“Donations to other types of
charities have been flat since 2005,
suggesting the decline in religious
donations may be due more to the
weakening of Americans’ bonds
with formal religious institutions
rather than to the economy,” the
Gallup report said.
The Lifestyle survey was conducted
from Dec. 5-8 and involved 1,031
adults from across the country. The
numbers reflect self-reporting by respondents and not a review of actual
donation records.
The survey found that 83 percent of Americans who say they
have donated money in the past
year gave to a religious organization, to another charitable cause,
or to both. More specifically, 55
percent of Americans say they
donated money to a religious organization, 75 percent donated to
another charitable cause and 47
percent donated to both.
In terms of volunteering, 46
percent of Americans report having given their time to a religious
organization and 49 percent to
another type of charitable group.
Sixty-five percent donated their
time to at least one of these types,
and 30 percent donated to both.
Those reporting volunteering for
religious groups have increased
from 41 percent in 2002.

WASHINGTON — American
evangelical leaders overwhelmingly
support alternatives to incarceration for nonviolent offenders, with
just 2 percent of respondents saying
they opposed alternative measures,
according to a recent survey by the
National Association of Evangelicals.
“Evangelical leaders see sky-high
incarceration rates as bad for the
economy, bad for those imprisoned
and bad for families,” said Leith
Anderson, president of the association. “For nonviolent offenders,
other types of sentencing have the
potential to be more effective in
the long run.”
According to the association,
evangelicals have a particular concern for those in prison as they
are mentioned specifically by Jesus when telling his followers to
care for the “least of these.” A June
survey by the same organization

When assessed by faith, Christians are more likely than those
with no religious affiliation to
report that they made donations
and volunteered time, and Protestants are at least slightly more likely than Catholics to report higher
rates of donating and volunteering. Similarly, those who attend
church or another religious institution regularly are much more
likely to say they have donated
and volunteered in the past year.
These differences are driven
largely by religious respondents
(weekly churchgoers, Christians,
and Protestants, specifically), who
are more likely to say they donated money or time to a religious organization in the past year. At the
same time, religious Americans
are just as likely as nonreligious
Americans to report nonreligious
giving and volunteering.
Household income was a significant factor in charitable giving, with 95 percent of those in
households earning $75,000 or
more saying they gave money to
a religious organization or other
charity in the past 12 months.
This drops to 86 percent among
middle-income earners and 67
percent among those earning
less than $30,000. Upper-income
Americans are also more likely to
say they volunteered.
There is no difference in selfreported involvement with charitable activity or donations by
gender. Not surprisingly, the only
significant differences by age are
a lower rate of donating money
among young adults, and slightly
lower rate of volunteerism among
seniors.

Vision University (a Seminary)
s
s
s
s
s

7E ARE LOCATED ON THE BEAUTIFUL CAMPUS OF 7ILLIAM #AREY )NTERNATIONAL 5NIVERSITY
!LL PROFESSORS HAVE DOCTORATES
!CCREDITED WITH 4RANSWORLD !CCREDITING #OMMISSION )NTL
$EGREE PROGRAMS $-IN -! "!
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9 majors: Biblical Studies, Intercultural Studies, Christian Leadership,
Theology, Christian Counseling, Old Testament, Missions, New Testament, and Music (in the M.A.
Degree Program). We have 3 extensions in China, an extension in Cambodia and Las Vegas China
Town, and Chinese students in the Ukraine.

Finish Your Degree … At Home
1539 E. Howard St., Pasadena, CA 91104 s (626) 791-1200 s visionu.net

We are here to
make a difference!
California Nurses for Ethical Standards
Join us…together we can work to regain
the ethical and moral values upon
which our profession was founded.

www.ethicalnurses.org
Empowering cultural warriors
in upholding the “Right to Life.”

showed that nearly all evangelical
leaders have visited a prison; many
did so in the context of a ministry.
Over the past few decades, evangelicals have been actively engaged
in prison ministry and, subsequently, reform advocacy. Through
relationships formed in ministry,
evangelicals have seen the negative
effects imprisonment often has on
prisoners and their families. In San
Diego County alone, at least half a
dozen prison ministries are actively
at work in jails, prisons or re-entry
programs.
“The prison environment often

makes criminals worse when they
could be truly repaying their debt
to society by training to become
productive citizens,” said Clyde
Hughes, general overseer of the
International Pentecostal Church
of Christ. He cited an example of a
county judge who sentenced about
400 men to complete their GED.
Over 95 percent succeeded, and
many are now productive citizens
who contribute to the community,
Hughes said.
The Evangelical Leaders Survey is a
monthly poll of the board of directors
of the National Association of Evangelicals. As part of its ongoing national
work, the NAE has advocated for many
prison reform policies addressing
overcrowding, unfair sentencing,
prison rape, solitary confinement and
overpriced phone rates.
For more information, visit www.
nae.net.

Studying the Bible on a
phone, tablet is APP-ropos
By Lori Arnold
A lot has happened with technology since pastors began telling parishioners whose phones were ringing during worship services, “That
had better be God calling!”
Today, churches around the
country report that members routinely use their phones, iPads and
other tablets during worship services, and pastors now welcome the
trend.
As the technology has grown so
has the software, and that means
there are many nifty programs
available to help believers in their
walk. Here are a few that caught
our attention:
Bible App for Kids
The techno gurus at LifeChurch.
tv, which developed the wildly popular YouVersion Bible App, with
more than 120 million free downloads worldwide, has launched the
Bible App for Kids,
The new app is designed for children ages 4 through 10 and is available for free on Apple, Android,
and some Kindle mobile devices.
By early December, a week after its
release, the children’s Bible app
had already logged a million-plus
downloads.
The app was developed in collaboration with international ministry
OneHope which has touched nearly a
billion young lives with God’s Word.
The storybook-style app features kidfriendly navigation, colorful illustrations with touch-activated animations,
games and activities to help children
remember what they learn.
“Just like we’ve seen the Bible
App transform how our generation is engaging with Scripture, we
believe the Bible App for Kids will
change how the next generation
discovers the grand narrative of the
Bible,” said Bobby Gruenewald,
the Innovation Pastor at Oklahoma-based LifeChurch.tv.
The child-based version was created after a survey of YouVersion’s
adult users found that 95 percent of
parents were interested in the Bible
App for Kids, saying that it would
help their children engage with the
Bible more in their everyday lives.
They also reported that children
were already using the adult app
even though it was not designed for
them.

“We don’t think this is just an
amazing Bible app for kids, we
think it’s one of the best mobile
experiences available for children,” Gruenewald said.
Ultimately, the app’s designers
plan to add features allowing parents to interact with their kids by
connecting their YouVersion accounts.
For more information, visit www.
bible.com/kids.
Pocket Testament League
One hundred and twenty years after a teen-aged girl and her friends
sowed pockets
into their dresses to carry pocket Bibles to hand
out to strangers,
the Pocket Testament League has
found its own
virtual pocket
with a mobile
app that members can use to
access a host of
free and paid resources offered
by the gospel ministry.
Made to work on a variety of mobile platforms, the ministry’s new
app makes it easy to read the Bible
and evangelize others. In addition
to a Bible, the app includes devotionals and other resources, including the 21-Day Challenge and Evangelism Bootcamp. The free app is
available for the iPhone, iPad and
Android.
Since its inception, 110 million
copies of the gospel have been
shared by league members, which
now number nearly 400,000.
For more information, visit www.
ptl.org.
Blue Letter Bible
For those preferring the platform of a website, the Blue Letter
Bible upgraded its website earlier
in the fall, revealing major layout
changes and powerful Bible search
and study features. More than 1
million people from 200-plus countries use the resource monthly.
The site provides free online
study Bible resources— Bible
searches, Greek and Hebrew language tools, advanced cross-referencing system, commentaries, concordances, daily devotionals, and

an online Bible institute—that are
grounded in the historical, conservative Christian faith. A mobile app
is available for those seeking ease of
use on portable devices.
The new website version marks
the third major revision since the
site’s 1996 inception, and the first
in over a decade. Some of the key
features of the new BLB website
include personalized study pages,
quicker access to powerful Bible
search tools, and more intuitive
website navigation. The BLB development team will continue to add
new features such as note taking
and integration between
platforms.
plat
“The release of the new
“T
vers
version of the BLB will allow
oour users to easily study
the Bible wherever they
are, and on a variety of
devices,” president and
CEO Jim Milligan said.
“Our hope and prayer is
that many more people
will grow closer to the
Lord as a result.”
For more information, visit www.
blueletterbible.org.
Others of merit
Olive Tree’s Bible+ app: Offer
more than 1,500 mobile resources
including commentaries, dictionaries, devotionals, eBooks, Strong’s
numbering and 100-plus Bible
translations. www.olivetree.com.
Faithlife Study Bible app: Includes three layers of study notes,
the Lexham English Bible and
separate dictionary, devotionals
and about 400 photos, videos, and
infographics. It is also designed for
groups, offering community notes,
group reading plans (with reminders), shared lessons, outlines, and
other documents. www.faithlifebible.com
Bible.is: Developed by Faith
Comes by Hearing, this app features
817 available languages—representing three-quarters of the world’s
population—and includes audio
technology. The app also is also
integrated with the Jesus Film, to
provide an immersive Bible experience. A separate Deaf Bible app uses
American Sign Language to deliver
the Bible text. www.bible.is.
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Freshman album earns top Stellar
Award nominations for gospel music
By Lori Arnold

Lydia (Jenn Gotzon) hides the children after their village was attacked by Native
Americans in a scene from “Alone Yet Not Alone,” a movie that features the
voice of Joni Eareckson Tada in the title song.

Joni Eareckson Tada
sings movie score
AGORA HILLS — Noted author
and speaker Joni Eareckson Tada,
whose Joni & Friends ministry has
reached millions, finds herself on a
different stage these days after recording “Alone Yet Not Alone,” the
main score for a Christian-themed
movie by the same name. “Alone
Yet Not Alone,” which follows the
struggle of two sisters captured by a
Delaware tribe and taken to Ohio,
will release nationwide on March
14. More than 12,000 advance tickets for the movie have already been
purchased.
The story is based on the true story of Barbara and Regina Leininger

in 1755, during the French and Indian War.
Eareckson Tada recorded the
song after being moved by its lyrics and score. The song was composed by Bruce Broughton and
Emmy-winning lyricist Dennis Spiegel. Broughton’s movie credits include “Silverado,” “Young Sherlock
Holmes,” “Lost in Space,” “Tombstone,” “Miracle on 34th Street,”
“The Presidio” “The Boy Who
Could Fly,” “The Rescuers Down
Under and Bambi II.”
His TV tunes include “JAG,”
“Quincy” and “How the West Was
Won.”

Downey-Burnett duo
expand faith-based
stories on TV, film
By Lori Arnold
HOLLYWOOD — Executive
producers Roma Downey and Mark
Burnett, the team behind the History Channel’s megahit miniseries
“The Bible,” will produce “The
Dovekeepers,” for CBS.
The four-hour miniseries, which
is expected to air in 2015, is based
on Alice Hoffman’s acclaimed historical novel about four extraordinary women whose lives intersect
in a fight for survival at the siege of
Masada.
“We are excited to get to turn this
bestselling novel by Alice Hoffman
into an epic miniseries that will be
a major television event on CBS,”
said Roma Downey. “This novel is a
testament to the human spirit and
how love can rise from the ashes of
war. It is, quite simply, an amazing
story of heroism and hope, and a
story that must be seen not just with
the eyes but felt with the heart.”
Set in ancient Israel, “The Dovekeepers” is based on the true events
at Masada in 70 A.D. After being
forced out of their home in Jerusa-

lem by the Romans, 900 Jews were
ensconced in a fortress at Masada,
a mountain in the Judean desert.
Besieged at Masada, the Jews held
out for months against the vast Roman armies.
The miniseries will recount the
unfolding events from the perspective of four extraordinary women
who arrive at Masada independently and with unique backstories,
but who share a common drive for
survival.
“The Dovekeepers is a compelling, beautifully written novel that
combines history and fiction into a
timeless story of survival and heroism,” said Nina Tassler, president
of CBS Entertainment, adding that
the Romney Burnett team possesses an “amazing passion for telling
biblical stories and for producing
entertaining television on an event
scale.”
In addition to their television
work, the husband-and-wife team
have been working in film, with
their latest project, “Son of God,”
scheduled for release by 20th Century Fox on Feb. 28.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The breakout
gospel troupe Anthony Brown & Group
Therapy have earned eight Stellar
Gospel Music Awards nominations for
their freshman effort, “Testimony.” The
number of nominations they received
ties with that of veteran performer Tye
Tribbett.
Anthony Brown, a child prodigy
who began playing piano at the age
of 3, has already made his mark as a
songwriter. His song ”It Ain’t Over”
was recorded by Maurette Brown
Clark and hit No.1 on the Billboard
chart. The song was featured on
Brown Clark’s Stellar Award-winning album “The Dream,” which
also included Anthony Brown’s anthem “Sovereign God.”
Brown, who serves as assistant minister of music at his church, has also
worked with Donald Lawrence, Myron
Butler, Stevie Wonder, Anthony Hamilton, Juanita Bynum, Fred Hammond
and Donnie McClurkin “Still having a
‘WOW’ moment,” Brown posted on
the band’s Facebook page the day the
nominations were announced.
The 29th annual awards are
scheduled to be presented Jan. 18
at Nashville Municipal Auditorium
with hosts Sherri Shepherd of “The
View” and Rickey Smiley, a syndicated radio personality. The award
show will be aired on various networks through March 2.
“I am once again humbled by the
continued growth of the Stellar Awards,
which this year leads us to move to a
bigger venue—double the size of the
Grand Ole Opry,” said Don Jackson,
founder and executive producer of the
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Recording artist Anthony Brown and his ensemble Group Therapy perform
onstage during last year’s Celebration of Gospel special on BET. The band has
earned eight Stellar Gospel Music award nominations.

Stellar Awards. “The time, talent and
commitment exhibited by the artists
continues to make our sold-out live
show a must-see event. I am thankful
to the Gospel music community for all
their support.”
Anthony Brown & Group Therapy,
which has performed for several years
but just produced its first album,
was nominated for Song of the Year,
Group/Duo of the Year, New Artist of
the Year, CD of the Year, Producer of
the Year (Justin Savage), Contemporary
Male Vocalist of the Year, Urban/Inspirational Single or Performance of
the Year, and Music Video of the Year.
Tribbett’s nominations centered
on his album “Greater Than” and
included Artist of the Year, Male
Vocalist of the Year, CD of the Year,
Producer of the Year, Contemporary Male Vocalist of the Year,

Contemporary CD of the Year, Urban/ Inspirational Single or Performance of the Year, and Praise and
Worship CD of the Year.”
Other artists receiving multiple
nominations include Tamela Mann
and Tasha Cobbs with seven nominations each and going head-tohead in the hotly contested Albertina Walker Female Vocalist of the
Year and CD of the Year categories;
gospel great Fred Hammond United Tenors with six nominations,
including Contemporary CD of the
Year and Group/Duo of the Year;
and also vying for Group/Duo of
the Year honors, contender John P.
Kee & Life received four additional
nods for the CD “Life of Favor.”
For more information, visit www.
thestellarawards.com.
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