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Turning a community
toward God through
connections, prayer
By Patti Townley-Covert
RIVERSIDE — Dozens of believers gather under the gigantic cross
at the top of Mount Rubidoux,
holding hands as they pray for
God’s favor on Riverside, the land
beneath them consecrated to Christianity more than 100 years ago.
The scene, crafted by Today’s
Urban Renewal Network, has been
repeated each fall since 2007.
“We pray toward the north, the
south, the east and the west,” said
James Carroll, TURN’s executive
director. “Designated leaders from
different denominations read
Scripture and lead the group in
prayer.”
Even before this “Bless Riverside”
event began, the surrounding community had been experiencing the
benefits of Christ’s body function-

ing as intended. TURN started in
2004, Carroll said, after its founder
Libby Collier became frustrated
with city officials over plans to develop a Union Rescue Mission in
Riverside.
About 15 churches had already
agreed to contribute both financial
and volunteer resources to the effort, but the city wouldn’t approve
their chosen site. Instead, Riverside
officials offered an existing shelter
to Path of Life Church, a small congregation already doing ministry
on the streets.
But they couldn’t do it alone,
Carroll said. So Collier—in keeping
with TURN’s mission to encourage
churches to love their city—rallied
her network of churches behind
Path of Life’s efforts to reach the
See TURN, page 2

Camels are just one of the animals that may be purchased as a gift for the needy through Heifer International’s online
Christmas catalog. Alternative gifts are becoming an increasingly popular way to honor loved ones at Christmas.

Alternative Christmas
Online catalogs from Christian ministries
take gift-giving into a whole new realm
By Lori Arnold

While shelter parents go out Christmas shopping for their children, the kids
make gifts, play games and enjoy their own Christmas party.

SAN DIEGO — As the nation’s poor economic recovery
continues to squeeze American
households, many families have
re-evaluated their Christmas giftgiving priorities. In recent years,
the popularity of alternative gifts
has escalated, and many Christian
ministries have responded by offering online catalogs for gifting.
We’re intrigued not only by
the creativity of the gifts—tilapia ponds, supplying a marching
band, Gift Ark, artwork, public

pay-phones, a Gift of Peace on
Earth—but also how they will
improve the lives of people living and serving in impoverished
lands. Here are a few examples.
Camels, sheep and honeybees
Heifer International, founded
in 1944 as a nonprofit, humanitarian organization, is dedicated to
ending hunger and poverty,, caring for the earth, providing livestock, trees and seeds and training in environmentally sound
agriculture to families in more
than 50 countries. Over the years,

the agency has helped more than
12 million families.
Their catalog offers livestock
and animal options, including
heifers, sheep, llamas, goats, pigs,
honeybees, water buffalo, fish, a
trio of rabbits and flocks of chicks,
ducks and geese. Livestock prices
range from $10 to $500.
Other items offered include
trees, $10 to $60; gift of clean
water, $300; send a girl to school,
$275; biogas stoves, $50 to $1,000;
launch a small business $365; and
See GIFT-GIVING, page 8

Young adults to host pro-life celebration at Dodger Stadium
By Lori Arnold
LOS ANGELES — Libby Harrahill was like most kids raised in prolife homes. She dabbled here and
there, helping her mom fight an
attempt by Planned Parenthood to
open a clinic in Monrovia. In high
school she and her peers prayed at
lunch everyday to end abortion.
“Like most pro-life families the
kids are kind of born into the idea,”
Harrahill, now a sophomore at
Glendale City College, said.
Then she watched a friend’s
video presentation outlining fetal
development and showing slides of
actual abortions.
“I was actually watching these videos, and I could not believe what I
was seeing,” Harrahill said. “I think
that’s where it kind of hit. I was like,
‘oh my goodness, this really is a big
problem.’”
Megan Golbranson, a business
student at Notre Dame, said she

also followed her family’s influence
by volunteering at a pregnancy care
center while in high school and
participated in clothing and food
drives to benefit the center. She
prayed outside of Planned Parenthood clinics and joined the 40 Days
for Life project.
“I could recognize that life is precious at every stage, and I couldn’t
understand why its’ not legally protected at every stage,” she said.
Her former classmate, Will Boles,
a pre-med student at the University
of California, Los Angeles, said he
was much less confident about his
pro-life stance and was much more
comfortable on the sidelines.
“On a personal level, I’ve learned
to not be afraid about what I believe and not to be afraid to share
that with other people,” Boles said.
The three students are part of a
group of then-high school students
who, along with their parents,
founded LIFEsocal, a non-partisan,

non-political organization that uses
a positive approach to promote the
pro-life movement.
The group is hosting “go2bat4LIFE,” an upbeat, celebratory
event planned for 1 to 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 18 at Dodger Stadium.
The gathering is billed as a
“large, diverse, interfaith celebration of life that builds bridges and
motivates young people to value
life, to be proud, outspoken supporters of the movement and to
make responsible choices in their
personal lives.”
The event follows the March
2011 walk4LIFE, which was held
at the Rose Bowl and drew 7,500
people.
“I think it surprises a lot of people that there are young people
that care about the movement,”
said Golbranson. “A lot of people
don’t recognize it as a problem;
they recognize it as a solution. So I
think having a lot of young people
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Pastor Walter Hoye, a prominent prolife activist in California speaks at last
years walk4LIFE event, sponsored
by LIFEsocal. The group is hosting
“go2bat4LIFE,” an upbeat, celebratory
event planned for 1 to 4:30 p.m. Nov.
18 at Dodger Stadium.

as the face of the pro-life movement is very important.”
Her mother, Carol Golbranson,
agrees.
“I think young people are really
taking this issue to heart,” Megan’s
mother said. “It’s their generation
that’s most impacted by abortion,
and they see what their friends go
through.”
Carol Golbranson is one of a dozen parents who helped their children launch LIFEsocal in 2009 after coaching them through smaller
projects such as the Red Envelope
campaign, essay contests, Wash for
Life and diaper drives for pregnancy care centers.
“We thought as parents we
should encourage and do what we
can to help our children find their
own way to participate in the prolife movement and really take ownership.”
See PRO-LIFE RALLY, page 3
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TURN…
Continued from page 1
area’s poor.
To foster compassionate transformation, Carroll said, TURN connects,
empowers and supports like-minded
ministries that serve hurting families.
More than 50 local churches of various denominations currently partner
with TURN to build bridges into the
community.
“By bringing local groups together,
we have been able to achieve more
comprehensive impacts than these
groups have been able to accomplish
acting alone,” Carroll said.
To get church leaders talking, TURN
holds pastors meetings on the second
Thursday of each month. Over lunch,
ministry leaders get to know each other
and interact with “like-hearted organizations” to discuss topics related to
meeting the needs of their community.
Even more important, they pray.
Carroll said he believes that
amazing connections are built in
prayer and that when people come
together to pray, “there’s power,” a
power that changes lives.
Becoming family
As part of its work with the shelters, TURN stresses connecting
people across socioeconomic paths,
helping them to build friendships
to widen their support network.
Most people on the street are there
because they have no where else to
go, Carroll said.
That’s why Path of Life shelters
offer much more than housing.
Path of Life’s Guest Chef program nurtures more than 1,800
shelter guests a year.
“Guest chefs are the team of volunteers from churches throughout
Riverside who provide meals for
our guests,” said Damien O’Farrell,

A week before Christmas last year, Riverside’s Child Protective Services asked TURN to help provide gifts for children in foster care. Through its community and
church partnerships, TURN delivered a gift for every child within four days.

Path of Life’s vice president of operations and TURN’s director of
community development. “More
than that (the chefs) provide a
critical network of supportive relationships that help people move
back into the mainstream, become
stable and implement what they’ve
learned while they’re with us.”
As relationships grow, those staying in the shelters start getting back
on their feet and begin to grasp
God’s purposes for their lives. And
sometimes they enter into a relationship with their Savior.
Last year, Carroll said, five children living at the family emergency

shelter, had their lives changed forever when the gospel was presented
one evening. Treated with dignity
and respect, the kids asked questions and received answers. Then
each of them accepted Christ.
According to Carroll, TURN also
impacts many foster kids through a
growing relationship with Riverside
County’s Child Protective Services.
Responding to the biblical admonition to care for orphans, TURN
helps CPS identify and equip potential foster parents—Christians
willing to come alongside the marginalized to become their permanent family. Community partners

Will you help us to share this
view of life with a mother facing
an unplanned pregnancy?

also become mentors and advocates for struggling families whose
children might otherwise be placed
in foster care,
Single moms—with children
already in the system—also benefit from TURN’s support network.
Carroll said that sometimes the only
thing keeping a mom from getting
her child back from CPS might be
something like a car seat, a bed or
another essential item. Christians
reach out and provide young moms
with such necessities.
Fostering relationships
When one pregnant mom emancipated out of foster care, she needed everything. A local church gave
her a baby shower with gifts of diapers, a stroller, a breast pump, baby
clothes and more. Without family
or resources, she received the physical and moral support necessary to
care for her child. The networked
body of Christ also helps keep
other emancipating young adults
off the street by helping them find
jobs and getting them into an apartment. More importantly TURN’s
network offers critical emotional
support during a difficult stage in
the lives of these young adults.
This year, Carroll said he’s especially

excited about TURN’s “Parents’ Night
Out at Christmastime.” During the
annual event, members of TURN’s
partner churches donate hundreds of
Target and Walmart gift cards. Then,
just before Christmas, dozens of volunteers come to the local shelters to
take moms and dads shopping for their
children. Afterward they host a giant
wrapping party.
Assessing needs
Meanwhile, children and teens have
their own Christmas parties. They’ll
make and wrap gifts for their parents.
Throughout the entire process, valuable ongoing relationships form.
This year, though, Carroll said,
there’s even more.
“This will be our first year asking
every member of the shelter—what
is the one thing holding you back?”
he said. “Babysitting? First and last
month’s rent? A job? A vehicle?
What’s that one need that, if met,
would unlock the future?”
TURN will then challenge its
network to meet those needs. With
prayer, it seems quite possible that
God will indeed bless the community of Riverside.
For more information, visit www.
turnnetwork.org.

How to personally know God

Here’s how…
Despite difﬁcult economic conditions, there is
still a chance for you to make a big difference
by saving the life of an unborn child.
After completing our ultrasound room, training our
nurses and starting on-site, life-saving ultrasound
exams, we need support to save more lives.
You can help save God’s children and their
mothers, fathers and grandparents from the
travesty of abortion. Your gift today will
help a baby to live.

Go online to our Web site today at www.
birthchoicetemecula.com to give any
amount by checking, savings or credit card,
and you will be joining our life team as a “Life
Team Donor.” You can make the donation in
memory or in honor of someone if you wish.
Save a life today… Give your best

gift
to save a life. Every child deserves a chance
to live, and you can save a woman and her
family from the pain and suffering that often
accompanies abortion decisions.

Your gift today will help a baby to live.
Birth Choice of Temecula is a non-proﬁt, pregnancy resource center and ministry. We are
located at 27488 Enterprise Circle West, #4, Temecula, CA 92590. We can also be reached
at 951-699-9808, ext. 104 or 105. After hours, call 951-551-5428.

Realize that you are a sinner.
No matter how good a life we try to
live, we still fall miserably short of
being a good person. That is because
we are all sinners. We all fall short
of God’s desire for us to be holy.
The Bible says, “There is no one
righteous—not even one” (Romans
3:10 NIV). This is because we cannot
become who we are supposed to be
without Jesus Christ.
Recognize that Jesus died on the
cross and rose from the dead.
The Bible tells us, “But God
demonstrates His own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8
NIV). This is the Good News, that
God loves us so much that He sent
His only Son to die in our place
when we least deserved it.
Repent of your sin.
The Bible tells us to “repent and turn
to God” (Acts 3:19 NIV). The word
repent means to change our direction
in life. Instead of running from God,
we can run toward Him.
Receive Christ into your life.
Becoming a Christian is not merely
believing some creed or going to
church. It is having Christ Himself

take residence in your life and heart.
“If you declare with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved” (Romans
10:9 NIV).
If you would like to have a relationship with Jesus Christ, simply pray
this prayer with complete sincerity.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a
sinner. I believe you died for my sins
and rose again. Right now, I turn
from my sins and open the door of
my heart and life. I confess you as
my personal Lord and Savior. Thank
you for saving me. Amen.
If you just prayed that prayer and
meant it, Jesus Christ has now
taken residence in your heart! Your
decision to follow Christ means God
has forgiven you and that you will
spend eternity in heaven. The Bible
tells us, “If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NIV).
To put your faith in action, be sure
to spend time with God by reading
your Bible, praying, getting involved
in a Bible-preaching church, and
telling others about Christ.
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PRO-LIFE RALLY…
Continued from page 1
A catalyst for the teens, she said,
was participating in the annual
Walk for Life West Coast in San
Francisco.
“They came back and thought it
was awesome,” Carol Golbranson
said. “They had such a great time,
and it was such a fun event. They
read about the March for Life in
Washington D.C., and said, ‘Hey
we can do something big in the LAPasadena area.’”
That was the impetus for the
Rose Bowl event.
“It turned out to be successful beyond our wildest dreams,” she said.
“So many people were interested,
and it seemed like young people
were really hungry for encouragement and … to reduce some of the
negativity and stigma attached to
the pro-life movement.”
Transforming work
For UCLA’s Boles, the Rose Bowl
event was life transforming.
“It’s put a new perspective on
(being pro-life),” he said. “I always
felt we were in the minority. As the
group has grown and we’ve put on
other events it’s made me realize
that that’s not true. We are not a
minority, and it’s not something we
have to be afraid of. I don’t have to
be afraid to let people know what I
believe.
“I looked around, and there were
thousands of people there, most of
them younger; all the fun we had
there, the inspiring speeches that
we heard and all these people my
age getting pumped up for the
movement. I think that’s what did it
for me, realizing in such a spectacular way that we are not alone. It was
just an amazing experience.”

IE

What: go2bat4LIFE, an
upbeat, celebratory event that
includes a mile-long walk
When: Nov. 18. 1 to 4:30
p.m. Check-in begins 11:30 a.m.
Where: Dodger Stadium
Speakers: Numerous teenagers
will share stories about their
unplanned pregnancies, the
choices they made and how
their lives were impacted.
Emcee: Walter Hoye II, an
Oakland-based pastor who
has been a prominent pro-life
activist in California
Music: Lincoln Brewster,
Christafari, and a deejay
Also: Baseball-themed games,
zipline, carnival rides, food
trucks and world-famous Dodger
Dogs will be available.
Admission: $10 per person,
with children 10 and under
admitted free
Benefits: Proceeds from the
game ticket sales will benefit
local pregnancy help centers
and other pro-life ministries.
Web:
www.go2bat4life.com
Megan Golbranson said expanding that notion is one of the major
emphases of the group.
“It’s to promote the celebration
of life among young people so that
high school students, especially
around our area, could see that
they were not the only ones who
were pro-life and that there are a
whole bunch of other high school
students and young students who
are prol-ife,” she said.
Her mother agreed, saying that
she believes there are unfair stereotypes about the views of America’s
young people when it comes to
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Thousands of students turned out in March 2011 for the walk4LIFE event at the Rose Bowl. LIFEsocal, the promoters of
that event are hosting another pro-life community event Nov. 18 at Dodger Stadium.

abortion.
“I think that young people have
grown up saving the dolphin and
saving the trees, and they look at
a hopeless child in the womb and
they want to save that baby, too,”
Carol Golbranson said. “I think it
actually is becoming something
that young people more and more
are embracing as the cause of their
generation, and when they really think about it, they want to do
something positive about it.”
Inspiring others
Neil Vance, a former youth pastor with Evangelical Free churches,
said he’s become involved with the
group and serves on the board after photographing their inaugural
event.

“What makes these kids so exciting is that they are doing something big for life,” Vance said. “The
abortion issue has always been surrounded by a lot of controversy
and a lot of volatility. What they are
doing is saying is, ‘Look, it doesn’t
need to be this way.’”
He said adults could learn a few
lessons from the strength of character he’s found in the young people
associated with LIFEsocal.
“I think drawing a distinction in
terms of our moral commitment
and mistakes and all those things
between adults and kids are the
same,” Vance said. “Adults have the
same types of commitment issues
and moral issues kids have. These
kids are just kids who want to do the
right thing and are doing the right

thing outwardly.”
Harrahill said she has also been
deeply moved by the actions and
heart of her peers.
“It’s been really eye opening,”
she said. “Being a part of the community that I have grown up in and
being part of school where the students are just passionate about it on
their own terms is something that is
inspiring.”
She said such commitment is essential in a society that often sends
young people vastly different messages.
“The media is kind of telling
them this is OK,” she said. “This is
your body. This is your choice. You
can have sex. You can do whatever
you want. It’s the mentality my generation has been handed.”
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Lawsuit filed against state to stop SB1172
Therapists say law undermines vital treatment, religious and parental freedoms
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — A San Diego
pastor who is also a professional
therapist is one of several plaintiffs
suing the state of California over a
new law that blocks mental health
professionals from offering treatment to minors seeking to reduce
same-sex attractions.
The suit also includes Aaron
Bitzer, a Culver City ex-gay who
successfully completed treatment,
and Dr. Anthony Duk, a Loma
Linda psychiatrist and practicing
Roman Catholic.
The law, which goes into effect
Jan. 1, offers no religious exemptions to parents or counselors,
meaning faith-based counselors
who believe homosexuality is a
sin, including Christians, Jews and
Muslims, have no recourse.
“It is important that parents—
who potentially continue to have
the greatest positive influence on
their child—be given the opportunity to teach their children the
religious, moral and ethical beliefs
of their choice,” said plaintiff Don
Welch, a counseling pastor and
owner of a Christian counseling
center. “For the state to decide what
religious, moral or ethical beliefs
that child will possess goes against
what is considered healthy family
functioning.”
The suit was filed Oct. 1, two
days after Gov. Jerry Brown signed
SB 1172 into law. The law, the first
of its kind in the nation, bans all
mental health treatment for minors seeking treatment known as

“reparative” or “change therapy.”
A separate lawsuit, representing
two minors receiving the treatment, was filed several days after
the institute suit.
The bill’s author Sen. Ted Lieu
(D-Torrance) said the law is necessary to prevent psychological child
abuse.
“Anyone who forces a child to try
to change their sexual orientation
must understand this is unacceptable,” Lieu said in a statement
lauding Brown for signing the bill.
Opponents of the measure,
however, say the therapy has proven
successful and that children should
not be denied any resources that
could help them change unwanted
desires or behaviors.
“SB1172 will interfere with honest communications between a
therapist and minor clients when
the young person wants to share
about their sexual orientation,”
Welch said. “Sadly, this law will
harm the very people it attempts
to help by requiring therapists to
withhold crucial information from
teenagers.”
Welch’s suit was filed by the Pacific Justice Institute, which cited
violations of privacy of patient and
counselor, free speech, free exercise of religion, parental rights over
the care and upbringing of their
children and several other causes.
Brad Dacus, president and founder
to Pacific Justice Institute, said they
are also seeking to add California
minors who are receiving the treatment as plaintiffs.
“This legislation is the epitome

of psychiatric ignorance and legislative negligence,” Dacus said.
“It is an overt attempt to silence
licensed counselors who wish
to meet the individual needs of
their clients in a manner that
address their same-sex attraction
responsibly.”
Victimized again
The attorney said it neglects
thousands of children who have
been sexually abused and who
consequently begin to question
their sexuality.
“It takes those people who have
already been victimized once as
a child and now victimizes them
twice by denying them of the care
and the counseling they need for
their particular individual circumstances,” Dacus said. “It also victimizes the many who have successfully
benefited from such counseling
by treating them as if they don’t
even exist.”
In response to the filing, lawmaker Lieu called the merits of
the suit fiction.
“Under the plaintiffs’ argument,
the First Amendment would shield
therapists and psychiatrists from
medical malpractice and psychological abuse claims simply because
they use speech in practicing their
medicine,” the lawmaker said in
a statement. “That is a novel and
frivolous view of the First Amendment.”
Welch, who has a doctorate in education and is a licensed marriage
and family therapist, disagreed,
saying existing law already protects

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - COUPLES NEEDED

clients from malpractice and that
counselors are bound by professional standards to do no harm.
Problematic language
Although Welch does not specialize in change therapy, he said he
has successfully treated clients who
were confused about their sexuality
and that banning an entire course
of treatment belies the vow to do
no harm.
“Counseling necessarily requires
a significant level of trust between
the therapist and the client,” he
said. “The reason is that highly
personal matters are revealed to
the therapist. This is a heightened
concern when matters of sex are
at issue. Sexuality touches on religious tenets, philosophical understandings, morality, emotional and
mental issues, medical matters, relationships with family and cultural
norms.”
Furthermore, Welch, who is also

an adjunct professor at Point Loma
Nazarene University and Azusa
Pacific University, said he is concerned about compliance of the
law, calling its language problematic.
“The law is unclear as to whom it
must be applied within the dynamic
setting of counseling,” said Welch,
an ordained minister. “For example, if a teenager who is a Christian
wants help with controlling emotions, fantasies and behaviors relative to the opposite-sex attractions,
there is no prohibition under the
law. But, if the same young person
reveals both opposite- and same-sex
attractions, then under the law I
could only allow him or her to discuss matters related to heterosexual temptations. Trying to stay within
the law would be unduly burdensome.”
For more information, visit www.
pacificjustice.org.

Christian Examiner Ballot Recommendations
Prop. 30 — No
Prop. 31 — No
Prop. 32 — Yes
Prop. 33 — Yes
Prop. 34 — No
Prop. 35 — Yes

Prop. 36 — Yes
Prop. 37 — No
Prop. 38 — No
Prop. 39 — No
Prop. 40 — Yes

These ballot recommendations represent the editorial position of the
Christian Examiner newspaper.

Voter resources

Do you have a heart for abused children?
These children need you!

California state election sites:
Information: www.sos.ca.gov/elections
Guide: www.voterguide.sos.ca.gov

Our Christian ministry is hiring couples who will work together serving children who
have suffered from abuse and neglect. Training provided. $49,000.00/yr. per
couple. Rent, utilities, and meals are paid for. These live-in positions also
provide medical/dental beneﬁts, paid holidays, and paid vacation. A couple will be
allowed to have their own child (a maximum of 1) living with them in the ministry.

Nonpartisan websites:
CA Family Alliance: californiafamilyalliance.orgg
Project Vote Smart: www.votesmart.org
SmartVoter: www.smartvoter.org
Family Voter: www.familyvoterinfo.org

Call 1-800-404-5516, ext. 213
/ iÃÃ>>Ê>ÞÊ-iÀÛViÃÊUÊÜÜÜ°{`ÃwÀÃÌ°À}

Partisan sites:
Craig Huey Election Forum: www.electionforum.org
Craig Huey on judges: www.judgevoterguide.com
Conservative California Election: www.robynnordell.com
Registration information:
Registrar of Voters: www.sdvote.com
Guidelines on what churches can legally do at election time:
National Center for Law and Policy: www.nclplaw.org/resources
Concerned Women for America: www.cwfa.org/brochures/pastors.pdf
(will download the information automatically)
Liberty Council: www.lc.org/index.cfm?PID=16245#pastors
Alliance Defending Freedom: http://www.speakupmovement.org/
Church/LearnMore/Details/3765
General election deadlines:
Oct. 30: Absentee ballot application deadline
Nov. 6: General election
Voter resources provided courtesy of Christian Examiner columnist
Frank Kacer, founder of the Christian Citizenship Council.

Come to the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge
Plan now for your winter and
spring camps and retreats
s %NJOY OUR MODERN FACILITIES
s 9OU PROVIDE YOUR COOK FOOD AND
PROGRAM CATERING IS AVAILABLE
P.O. Box 13
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org
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Returning military troops transition back to civilian life
Are churches ready to
help meet their needs?
By Mickey Noah
BP News
ALPHARETTA, Ga. — They’re
coming home. They’ve witnessed
death on the battlefield and led soldiers, sailors and Marines to Christ.
They’ve baptized converts in waterfilled barrels and led worship during rocket attacks. They’ve risked
their own lives and sacrificed time
away from their families. They are
the among the nation’s unsung heroes — military chaplains.
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
has reported that 33,000 troops involved in the Afghan “surge” have
been withdrawn, leaving another
68,000 U.S. troops and their chaplains still scheduled to serve in Afghanistan until December 2014.
The last 100,000 troops in Iraq
returned home last December.
Since 9/11, a total of 2.4 million
American military service members
— including National Guard and
Reservists — have cycled through
the Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force
and Coast Guard — some more
than once.
“Our troops have been touched
and changed forever by the lifeand-death issues of war,” said retired Army Chief of Chaplains
(Maj. Gen.) Douglas Carver, now
executive director for chaplaincy
at the North American Mission
Board. “They’ve seen things people
shouldn’t have to see. They’re coming back home now, many of them
bearing the burden of painful sto-

ries and bad memories. As veterans
of war, our troops have forged lifelong relationships with their fellow
service members. They’re forever
linked to a unique band of brothers and sisters — bonded together
in blood, sweat and tears.”
Their transition back to the “normalcy” of civilian life will be hard.
“They’re coming home to confront re-employment or unemployment, homelessness, loneliness,
post-traumatic stress and, in some
cases, substance abuse and suicide,”
Carver said.
In fact, suicides in the U.S. Army
reached a new monthly high in July,
when 38 active-duty and reserve soldiers ended their lives, according
to news reports. Suicides among
active duty troops are averaging 33
deaths per month through Sept. 2,
according to Pentagon data. Last
year’s total number of suicides in
the military was 283.
“All of our veterans returning
home from war require some level of re-integration,” Carver said.
“This is where the local church can
offer a powerful ministry to our veterans and their families.”
Churches should do an inventory of the military veterans listed
on their membership rolls — not
just currently active or recently returning vets in the pews but older
vets who may have served in World
War II, Korea, Vietnam and Desert
Storm. “If you have just one [veteran], you have an obligation to provide military ministry,” Carver said.

Lawsuit filed against city
for banning 6-decade
Christmas Nativity display
SANTA MONICA — A lawsuit was
filed Oct. 9 against the city of Santa
Monica after the city council voted to
ban a nearly 60-year-old annual Nativity
display bordering Palisades Park on a
bluff above the ocean.
The Pacific Justice Institute,
which filed the suit, said that the
city’s actions to terminate the display were unconstitutional.
This Christmas, for the first time
since 1953, there will be no Nativity in
Palisades Park after the Santa Monica
City Council voted 5-0 in June to pull
the plug on a city exemption that allowed unattended winter displays along
the eastern border of the park during
the month of December.
Each Christmas season since 1953
visitors of the Palisades Park were
able to enjoy diverse displays—privately hosted—featuring different
aspects of the Nativity scene.
For decades, members of the Nativity committee used an informal
process through the city to secure
permits for the first-come, firstserved display spots. Over the years
other groups would also reserve
spaces, including several atheist
groups. But last year, the city went
to a lottery system as a way to ensure
fairness in the process in case there
were more requests than spaces.
In 2011 atheists collaborated together, and secured 18 of the 21
spaces. They left many of the spaces
empty, and filled others with antireligious, secular statements.
“It was basically open to all comers regardless of the message,” said
Hunter Jameson, who serves on a

committee that oversees the Christmas display. “There was always plenty of room to accommodate everybody—until 2011 after this lottery
system had been set up.”
When the lottery was over, Jameson said he discovered that 11 different atheists had applied for
multiple spaces, with two of them
winning spots covering more than
half of the two designated blocks.
The group with the menorah also
won a spot. The last group to be accepted was the Nativity committee,
but there was only enough space
for three of the 14 scenes.
“We could have wound up with nothing,” he said. “It could have been that
three of the atheists had won space,
or four of them, and left us out in the
cold completely, but the Lord was able
to fix it so we won some space so we
could keep the tradition alive.”
In the end, one of the atheist applicants who won a lottery bid ended up
not using the space. A whole block of
display space sat empty for the entire
month.
The lawsuit, filed by Los Angeles
area Becker Law Firm with PJI attorney
Michael Peffer as co-counsel, aims to
reinstate the long-held tradition, saying
the ban violates free speech.
“Stopping this tradition is one of
the worst things the city could have
done. They have, in effect, given
in to the atheists’ demands,” said
Brad Dacus, president of PJI. “Government officials throwing out traditional free speech opportunities
due to fear of controversy is unwise,
and unconstitutional, behavior.”

Each of the counties, parishes
and boroughs in the United States
has seen soldiers, airmen, marines,
sailors and coast guardians deployed from their areas over the
last 10 years.
In addition to ministry to the
general military population, Carver
is naturally passionate about military chaplains, who are returning to
the U.S. in large numbers. Carver
spent 38 years in the U.S. Army,
29 of them as a chaplain. When
he retired in the summer of 2011,
the two-star general was the Army’s
Chief of Chaplains — based at the
Pentagon — responsible for about
2,900 chaplains in the active Army,
Army Reserves and the National
Guard.
“Our chaplains come home with
the same issues as other veterans,
searching for ways to put their lives
back together,” Carver said.
“They’ve gone to serve and minister in some dangerous places
where the church cannot go. We
have military chaplains who have
been deployed two or three times

in a four-to-five-year period. It takes
a toll,” Carver said.
The church must do better in
connecting to deployed and returning chaplains, Carver said.
Churches can stay connected by
adding military members to prayer
and newsletter lists, sending videos
or audios of each week’s Sunday
services and “adopting” deployed
service members and their families
through established family support
groups for the military.
“I’ve heard numerous chaplains
say that no one from their local
church contacted them their entire
time in Afghanistan or Iraq,” Carver said. “We need to work on that.
That should never happen.”
When they return home, chaplains and veterans should be given
an opportunity to speak at church
so they can tell their stories, Carver
said. “Include them in worship services, pastoral conferences, meetings, associations and other gatherings,” he suggested.
“What can churches do to help
our veterans find employment?

What are they doing to help put
chaplains back into ministry?”
Carver continued. “Chaplains have
extensive training and personal experience in critical ministry areas
such as pastoral leadership, conflict management, trauma ministry,
family counseling and pastoral care
to the dying.
“Chaplains also can make great
candidates for church planters,”
Carver said. “They have the education, experience and exposure
of going into isolated areas, where
there’s often no ministry effort taking place, and building one. That’s
what they did in Iraq and Afghanistan. Many of them deployed to
remote locations, often ministered
alone with minimal support and,
yet, were continuously successful.”
Carver hopes churches — especially those near military bases
— will demonstrate to the military
that are there for them and their
families.
“I want the local church to be
champions of change in the lives of
our returning troops,” said Carver.
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George McGovern: A conservative’s appreciation
Former South Dakota Democratic Senator George McGovern,
who died Oct. 21, had all manner
of evil said about him because of
his opposition to the Vietnam War.
He was called unpatriotic, disloyal,
an appeaser and an enabler of communism. Those were the printable
slanders.
Many conservatives at the time
believed in the “domino theory,”
that if South Vietnam fell to the
communists, all Asia would follow.
That proved untrue. McGovern
was eventually vindicated in many
minds about America’s involvement in Vietnam.
I will remember him for something other than his politics.
George McGovern was a friend.
After his Senate re-election defeat in 1980, McGovern and I debated on college campuses and in
other venues. These debates were
always civil because McGovern was
a gentleman. After one debate at
Butler University in Indianapolis,
a fellow conservative invited me to
dinner.
“Thank you,” I said, “but George
and I have dinner plans.”
“How can you eat with a man like
that?” he said with an equal mix of

It’s the competition of ideas
and the creative tension
that moves our democratic
society — Senator George McGovern
surprise and disgust.
“Easy,” I said. “He’s a friend of
mine.”
This is what is missing from our
politics today. If we don’t like a person’s politics, we reflexively dislike
the person.
McGovern practiced “family values” better than some conservatives
who merely talk about them. Married to Eleanor for 64 years, until
her death in 2007, he exemplified
the “family man.” Their daughter, Terry, was an alcoholic. When
she stumbled out of a Madison,
Wis., bar in 1994 and died in the
snow, I went to the funeral home
and subsequent service. Eleanor
hugged me and said, “I’m so glad
you came.”

In 1998, shortly after President
Clinton named him ambassador
to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
Rome, George and I were having
lunch at a Washington hotel when
an aide arrived with a box of business cards. “Here,” he said. “You get
the first card from my new assignment.”
McGovern understood war better
than some conservatives who have
never fought in one. During World
War II, he flew 35 combat missions
as a B-24 bomber pilot in Europe,
earning the Distinguished Flying
Cross. Perhaps that is why, having
seen so much death and destruction, his view of war was “conservative.” He believed America should

George Beverly Shea,
only put American
the deep-voiced singer
lives at risk when sufor Billy Graham, play
preme national intertheir piano and sing.
ests and security are
In an interview for my
at stake and diplo1999 book, “Blinded
macy has completely
by Might: Why the
failed.
Religious Right Can’t
Some called this
Save America” he told
“appeasement.” Mcme he was more of a
Govern called it
“social gospel” man,
humility, which is
Cal Thomas
though he said he still
something that charbelieved the central
acterized the life of
George McGovern. Honorable and doctrines of the Christian faith.
In our interview, I asked him
principled are two others.
After leaving Congress, McGov- about the constant bickering beern bought a Connecticut inn. He tween left and right. He replied,
failed to make it work. He wrote “It’s the competition of ideas and
in The Wall Street Journal, “In ret- the creative tension that moves our
rospect, I wish I had known more democratic society ... it’s the fact
about the hazards and difficulties that there’s always that creative tenof such a business ... I also wish that sion between the liberals here and
during the years I was in public of- the conservatives there, between
fice, I had had this firsthand experi- the modernists here and the fundaence about the difficulties business mentalists there, that I think makes
people face every day.” I tell that all of them better.”
I shall miss George McGovern as
story when advocating for congresa friend, a fellow American, a pasional term limits.
McGovern was proud of his Meth- triot and an example. May he rest
odist roots. His father was a Wesley- in peace.
an minister. He told me he remem© 2012 Tribune Media Services,
bered traveling evangelists coming
to the family home and hearing Inc.

Intolerable conflict: Public schools vs. Christian values
Recently, I have been asked the
question of whether a Christian
school is a “necessary” function of a
church. Put another way, is a faithbased, K-12 education a necessary
component of exercising one’s religion? Years ago, my answer might
have been “no.” Recent events—
and, particularly, recently passed
state legislation—however, have led
me to a different conclusion.
The First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution guarantees the
right to practice one’s religion.
Specifically, the First Amendment
states, “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
The U.S. Supreme Court has
repeatedly held that conduct
flowing from a “sincerely held religious belief” is constitutionally
protected free exercise. In the

1965 case United States v. Seeger,
the court provided a robust defense of free exercise.
“Men may believe what they
cannot prove,” Justice Clark
wrote, citing United States v. Ballard. “Local boards and courts in
this sense are not free to reject beliefs because they consider them
‘incomprehensible.’ Their task is
to decide whether the beliefs professed by a registrant are sincerely
held and whether they are, in his
own scheme of things, religious.”
The test then for whether a
faith-based education is a necessary component of exercising
religion is (1) whether belief that
it is a necessary component is sincerely held and (2) whether such
belief is, in the claimant’s “own
scheme of things, religious.”
In a cultural and educational
climate that becomes increas-
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ingly opposed (dare
I say hostile?) to
scriptural principles,
truths and morals,
the argument for the
necessity of religious
education grows ever
stronger. For an illustration, consider a
short list of recently
passed legislation in
the state of CaliforLindsay
nia.
In 2008, Senate Bill 777 sprang
into law. The bill redefines the
word “gender” in the California
Education Code to mean “sex,
and includes a person’s identity
and gender expression. ‘Gender
expression’ means a person’s
gender-related appearance and
behavior whether or not stereotypically associated with the person’s assigned sex at birth.”

to athletic programs,
facility designations
and perhaps even
dorm room assignments.
Senate Bill 48, effective in January of
this year, calls for a revision of public school
history
textbooks
to place emphasis
on contributions by
Walton
members of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
community throughout history. It
is no longer enough to analyze historical figures through the lens of
their contributions to society and
the beliefs that motivated their conduct. Now, teachers and textbooks
must emphasize the sexual preference of historical figures. Even
more distressing than revisionist
history, the law forbids curriculum
from including any “sectarian or
Rewriting biology
denominational doctrine” that is
Thus, as far as California public contrary to the state’s broad antieducation is concerned, the entire discrimination policy.
concept of gender is not a matter
of science or anatomy, nor is it a Co-opting parents
matter of a God-given designation
In addition to calling for alof His created order into “male terations to state curriculum and
and female.” Rather, it is merely teaching objectives, a number of
a matter of individual expression. California statutes have outright
What’s more, the code prohibits as assaulted the already dwindling
discrimination differentiation be- rights of parents to direct their
tween persons on the basis of their children’s education, particularly
gender in “any program or activ- with regard to religious teachings
ity” conducted by a public school on sexuality. Under the guise of
or college. That is a pretty extreme student privacy rights, students as
limitation, broad enough to apply young as 12 years old are able to
access medical services for sexually transmitted diseases, seek counseling from school employees
on matters of gender confusion,
sexual preference and premarital
sex, and even obtain abortions—
all without parental consent.
The California attorney general has gone a step further, interpreting the law not even to
impose a duty upon public school
officials to notify parents after
their children have obtained such
services. This is true even when a
12-year-old girl, upon the advice
of a school counselor, has elected
to get an abortion.

This isn’t even the half of legislative and teachers unions’ efforts
to undermine traditional values
and notions of right and wrong.
The California Teachers Association, one of the most powerful
and well-funded political groups
in California, will continue to
unravel the thread of religious
teachings on these subjects if it
has its way in changing state educational laws in upcoming years.
Limited counter measures
More and more, religious parents find themselves toe to toe with
state authorities regarding the raising of children in accordance with
sincerely held religious beliefs and
notions of morality. And unlike
other negative cultural influences,
such as TV, parents can’t interject
into the programming a religious
analysis of the messages being communicated or simply change the
channel.
Returning to our inquiry of
whether faith-based education is a
necessary component of exercising
religion, it seems that each day that
goes by and each new piece of legislation signed into law affirm that
it is.
Lindsay Walton is an associate
attorney with Murietta-based Advocates for Faith and Freedom, a
non-profit law firm dedicated to
effecting positive change in law
and culture, one case at a time.

For more information on California
education laws’ impact on religious
liberty, visit the website of Advocates
for Faith & Freedom at www. faithfreedom.com and order a copy of “Hijacked K-12: The Commandeering of
California’s Public Schools.”
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Cheating and character: The need for authoritative communities
Recently I discussed
The key word there
the cheating scandal
is “common.” While
at Harvard. In particuwe can all point to
lar, I’m interested in
individual examples
what the alleged “unof good character beprecedented” cheatyond reproach, the
ing says about the
larger trends are not
state of our culture.
so encouraging.
The answer is “quite
The “social and
a bit.” Not necessarily
cultural conditions”
because the kids inHunter refers to inEric Metaxas
volved are typical or
volve what he calls
representative of American society “authoritative communities.” These
as a whole, but because what is al- communities make character posleged to have happened points to sible by teaching the young to subthe challenges involved in the “mor- ordinate their own opinions and
al socialization of [our] young.”
desires to what their respective
That last phrase is from sociolo- communities require of them.
If this sounds “repressive” to you,
gist James Davison Hunter’s 2001
book, “The Death of Character.” congratulations; you get why the word
Hunter wrote that “a restoration “character” has been replaced by “perof character as a common feature sonality.” Virtually from the founding,
within American society and a com- American individualism has struggled
mon trait of its people will not like- with the idea of “authoritative commuly occur any time soon. The social nities.” “Liberty” and “freedom” have
and cultural conditions that make often meant that you don’t have to
character possible are no longer subordinate your opinions and desires
to anyone or anything.
present . . .”

…Christians were and are just
as likely as their unbelieving
neighbors to reject the idea of
an authoritative community.
Unfortunately, as Hunter documents, Christians were and are just
as likely as their unbelieving neighbors to reject the idea of an authoritative community. When we insist
that that our opinions and desires
are shaped by the Bible and our relationship with God, we’re usually
invoking an authoritative community of one—that is, ourselves.
Hunter points out that this rejection of authoritative communities matters because character and
morality are “always situated.” That
means that they’re the product
of traditions, “defined by specific
moral, philosophical, or religious

truths,” and reinforced by “social
habit and routine within social
groups and communities.”
All of these work together to
“[bind] our conscience and behavior” in ways that produce character.
The ultimate “authoritative community” is, of course, the Church.
At least in theory, the Church is
where, through word and sacrament, prayer and fellowship, and in
the power of the Holy Spirit, we are
conformed to the image of God’s
beloved son day by day.
That’s the theory, at least. The
reality is often very different. If anything, the individualism of American

Christianity has gone into overdrive.
There’s no shortage of authors and
books who insist that you don’t really
need the Church to be a Christian,
at least not one that would have
anything resembling the final or even
penultimate say over your opinions
and desires.
The need to recover the Church
as an authoritative community was
a priority for Chuck Colson in the
least years of his life. While it first
surfaced in his 1992 book, “Being
The Body,” it came to dominate his
thinking in books like “The Faith.”
Chuck knew that if Christians
struggled with the idea of an “authoritative community,” then it was
silly to expect non-Christians to act
as if they lived in one. Which is why
events like those at Harvard should
not surprise us. Sadden us, yes. Surprise us, no.
© 2012 Prison Fellowship. Metaxas is the voice of “Breakpoint,” a
radio commentary, formerly featuring the late Chuck Colson.

Scripture is more than clear about what will save America
Here on the eve of the election I
wonder: Will a better economy or more
jobs save America? Will limited government restore our nation’s greatness?
Is border security our salvation? Will
Democrats fix our land? Will Republicans? Will better legislators, presidents
or Supreme Court justices make everything better? No, none of these things
can or will save America. The problem
is much deeper—and so is the solution.
America is unique and special
among the empires and nations of
history because it was founded upon
timeless Judeo-Christian principles.
This firm foundation has been its safety
and our blessing. As George Washington prophetically declared in his first
inaugural address at Federal Hall on
Wall Street in New York City in 1789:
“[T]here is no truth more thoroughly established than that there
exists in the economy and course of
nature an indissoluble union between
virtue and happiness; between duty
and advantage; between the genuine
maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of
public prosperity and felicity; since we
ought to be no less persuaded that the

propitious smiles of Heaven can never
be expected on a nation that disregards
the eternal rules of order and right
which Heaven itself has ordained; and
since the preservation of the sacred
fire of liberty and the destiny of the
republican model of government are
justly considered, perhaps, as deeply,
as finally, staked on the experiment
entrusted to the hands of the American
people” (emphasis added).
Alexander de Tocqueville re-confirmed these principles in 1831 when
he famously declared, “America is great
because she is good, and if America
ever ceases to be good, America will
cease to be great.”
So God has repeatedly given us a
powerful promise of blessing and a
solemn warning of judgment, yet we
have increasingly as a nation in recent
decades failed to either live the promise
or heed the warning, foolishly believing that the rules—the laws of nature
and natures God—somehow do not
apply to us. You see, America has a
profound moral problem that none
of the “solutions” mentioned above
can repair. Though it does not rank
high in the polls as a “big” issue this

Upon reading these
words, does it wound
our spiritual pride to
realize that the problem
is us—the church? We
are so used to, in our
self- righteousness and
pride, pointing the finger at the media, socialDivine gravity
And God’s universal
ism, Hollywood and the
moral truths operate
ACLU, blaming outside
much like gravity. Reforces and only others
Dean Broyles
spect them and there is
for America’s fall. Surely
blessing. Ignore them and, like grav- 2 Chronicles 7:14 is a tall order for
ity, the nation is destined to fall. The America’s sleepy, weak, silent, divided
biblical narrative and historical record and morally compromised church—
teach us that God has always placed a one that has withdrawn from culture,
high premium on righteousness—both failing to be the “salt and light” we are
national and personal. Obedience re- supposed to be.
sults in blessing. Disobedience results
in judgment.
Seeking righteousness
And thus, the prescription for what
Does it also encourage you that
ails us is simple to describe but is very we are the solution? That the path
hard to do: repent and return to God. is clearly marked out for us by our
“If my people, who are called by My Creator? That God will respond and
name will humble themselves and restore us if we—who are called by
pray and seek My face and turn from His name—humbly yield and subtheir wicked ways, then I will hear from mit ourselves to His purposes and
heaven, and will forgive their sin and His plan? Yes, if we pray and seek
heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14.
His face, rather than our selfish
election cycle, America
has arrogantly turned
its back on the God of
the universe who is the
sovereign Lord over all
things, whether we like
it or not.

desires. And yes, if we repent and
turn from our wicked ways (idolatry, impurity, carnality, greed, materialism, vanity, compromise, apathy, disobedience, self-obsession,
etc.). His promise—and He always
keeps His promises in His love and
mercy—is that He will forgive our
sin and heal our land.
Oh, blessed America, how we desperately need God’s healing now! I
urge you to join me in working for
and praying for repentance and revival in America, surpassing the first
or second Great Awakenings.
And so, we see the Creator’s path
to the restoration of our land. Will
we again see the “smiles of heaven?”
The sovereign Creator and Lord of
the universe assures us that the restoration of America is in our hands
. . . “[i]f my people . . . .”
What will I do? What will you do?
The answer is important; our very
future depends on it.
Broyles is the president of the
Escondido-based National Center
for Law and Policy. For more information, visit www.nclplaw.org.

California spiritual leaders waking up to anti-family policies
Will people of Christian faith show
up to vote on Nov. 6? We will soon find
out, but from the response of pastors
and churches around the state, the
outlook looks positive. The steady
infiltration of sexual liberties into
law, opposing and overruling First
Amendment rights of religious liberty,
is getting the attention of faith leaders
as they recognize the direct threats
against free speech from the pulpit.
Leading up to election day, several
denominations of pastors have participated in online seminars specific to the
biblical basis of our voting decisions.
Sponsored by California Family Council and Focus on the Family, each seminar featured one or two leaders from
the various pastor groups, addressing
the issues central to our faith: the authority of Scripture, being created in
the image of God and the institution
of the family. Historian David Barton
joined in to give statistics from over the
past two decades of what happens when
Christians vote—and when they don’t.
By all reports, the record-breaking
turnout of 2008’s presidential election
will not be repeated, as many previously
excited for President Barack Obama’s

from the uninformed
version of “hope and
who vote “party line” or
change” are disheartthe apathetic who say,
ened and disinterested.
“You can’t legislate moIt is expected that this
rality.” This sounds like
election’s turnout will
a witty remark, but what
look very different from
does it mean? For many
2008, and California’s
Christians, it means we
faith leaders are parcan’t force people to
ticipating in growing
numbers to motivate
be “good,” so why try?
their congregations to
With this rhetoric many
Ron Prentice
think biblically on the
people rationalize their
issues and to vote.
lack of participation
Late-night television’s Jimmy Kim- in elections or accountability of the
mel recently conducted “on the street” elected.
If anyone knows the heart of man
interviews in Los Angeles, asking
passers-by their impressions of the it is his Creator, and God thought
second presidential debate. However, it wise to create some laws. God
the joke was on the many people who “legislated” some morality with His
responded with enthusiastic summa- 10 commandments. With them He
ries: the debate had not yet taken place! outlined rules for the common
The debate that many were describing good, and by them He affirmed
our fallen condition. God knew, of
in detail was to air later that night.
These people on the street are course, that laws would only keep
the same ones who, when sampled in check those living under the
by polling organizations for their authority of their Creator or their
voting choices, proclaim they are conscience.
registered to vote and are even
Faith in action
“likely voters.” Heaven help us.
The wisdom of Proverbs reminds
Seriously, God help us! Protect us

us that “a city is exalted through
the blessing of its upright people
and destroyed by the mouths of
the wicked.” (11:11) Recent voting
examples prove this: when Bible-believing people get to the polls, the
vast majority of elected representatives are pro-life and pro-traditional
family. When we have stayed home,
candidates who favor abortion,
same-sex marriage and placing sexual liberties over religious freedom
prevail.
In the November election of
2010, a surge of pro-life, traditional
family principles and candidates
started in the East but came to a
stop at the Rocky Mountains. The
wealth and power of special interests and the larger, more liberal
urban population centers of the
western states held back attempts
to return government to limited
powers and fiscal responsibility.
California’s status quo of imbalance
between the political parties in Sacramento was solidly reinforced in
2010, but maybe, just maybe, Californians are realizing that by their
indifference marriage, personal lib-

erty and children’s innocence are
threatened like never before.
Good public policy
Public policies are derived from
our worldviews, simple as that. During a panel discussion of the public
policy benefits of traditional marriage in our culture, a journalist
asked me in a condescending tone
whether I believed in the biblical
mandate to “judge not, lest you be
judged.” I replied, “That is God’s
word, and I believe it. However, this
isn’t about judging a person, this
is about a public policy that either
promotes or denies the common
good.”
The biblical worldview is the
most tried and true set of principles
on the planet! Try as they may, detractors have not produced enough
contradictory social science research to fill a thimble! Therefore,
we stand, and may it be that our
voices grow stronger for God’s redemptive work in our culture.
Prentice is chief executive officer
of California Family Council.
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sell for $12 to $15.
Christmas Cards, in sets of 15
and boasting Tada’s art, are $10, as
are note cards. A daily planner is
$15. Various jewelry items are listed
for $6 to $15.
Visit www.joniandfriends.org/store.

GIFT-GIVING…
Continued from page 1
irrigation pumps, $150.
Specialty gifts include the $5,000
Gift Ark, which provides two of
every Heifer animal: oxen, donkeys, water buffalo, cows, sheep
and goats, bees, chicks, rabbits
and others.
The Gift of Women’s Empowerment, for $10,000, provides Heifer
training and assistance so that
mothers will be able to work and
become self-sufficient. The gift allows them to send their children to
school, pay medical bills and give
themselves a way out of hunger
and poverty.
The $725 Basic Necessities Basket provides clean water, improved
shelter, food and income, while
the Dream Basket provides shares
of a sheep, heifer, goat, rabbits,
and a flock of chicks for $120.
The animals give families milk for
nutrition and a source of income.
The additional income is then used
for school supplies, medicine and
doctor expenses, and improved
quality of living.
Finally, the Gift of Peace on
Earth supports Heifer projects in
places like Rwanda, Uganda and
Cambodia, where families urgently
need opportunities to build peaceful livelihoods. For $850 the gift
includes livestock and training
and microloans that can quickly
jumpstart a local economy and encourage families to work together
with their neighbors toward a
peaceful future.
Visit www.heifer.org.
Fruit trees and school supplies
Food for the Poor is the nation’s
largest international relief and development organization in the nation, with more than 96 percent of
all donations going directly toward
programs for the needy. Through
its work in 17 Latin American and
Caribbean countries, Food for the
Poor focuses on offering programs
to offset issues leading to poverty,
including clean drinking water,
deforestation, disaster relief, education, feeding centers, fishing villages, garbage dumps, HIV/AIDS,
housing, medical centers, microenterprise, orphanages, starvation
and hunger, tilapia fish farms and
waterborne illness.
Food gifts offered in its catalog
include a fruit tree for a family, $10;
feed a family for a month, $14.60;

Food for the Poor, which serves 17 Latin American and Caribbean countries,
offers a variety of gift items to provide sustenance to the needy.

100 pounds of rice and beans, $24;
feed a child for a year, $43.80; two
100-quart coolers to store catches,
$100; and 1,000 pounds of rice and
beans, $240.
Education needs can be met
with a school desk, $12.50; school
supplies for a child for a year, $20;
share of a computer, $25; provide
one computer workstation, $100;
and send a child to school for one
year $150.
Livestock options include 20
chicks to provide eggs, $25; a goat
to give milk, $90; three piglets for
a family, $100; 100 chicks for poor
families $125; a donkey for transportation $150; a cow for a family,
$600; set of farm animals to start
a farm $1,895.
Enterprise items include a sewing machine, fabric and thread,
$114; a water pump for a thirsty
village, $205; and a six-station
computer system, $600.

Large ticket items include an
outboard engine $3,000, fiberglass
boat, $5,750; tilapia pond, $8,450;
tractor-trailer full of food, $10,560;
water purification system, $25,250;
and build a school, $70,000.
Visit www.foodforthepoor.org/
catalog.
Books and artwork
Joni and Friends, an international ministry to the disabled, operates
an online store which benefits its
ministry programs.
The store sells books, devotionals, Bible studies, church training
materials and gifts.
Unique to the site is artwork by
ministry founder Joni Eareckson
Tada, who paints using her teeth.
Several of her signed and numbered
limited edition prints—Tulips, The
Rose, Heaven Your Real Home and
The Run are available from $100 to
$250, while smaller framed prints

Mosquito nets and water filters
Gospel for Asia is an organization that specializes in indigenous
missionaries, training local Christians who have been called into
the ministry and sending them
back into their communities to
start churches. Their schools also
give poor children the opportunity to break the cycle of poverty
in their neighborhoods.
Gospel for Asia’s gift catalog
includes a wide variety of items
to improve home life or support occupational needs. Gifts
range in price from $10 for
mosquito nets to help prevent
malaria to $220 for tin panels
to strengthen and insulate a
home’s exterior.
Other options include blankets, BioSand water filters, sewing
and embroidery machines, adult
tricycles for the disabled, fishing
nets, paddy threshing machines,
pull carts, pay telephones, rickshaws, solar powered LED lights
for the home, work tools, weaving
looms, fertilizer spray pumps and
outdoor toilets.
Personal development gifts include $25 for the women’s literacy
fund, $35 for child sponsorships
and $30 for vocational training.
Jesus Wells benefit an entire
community and are located near
a church or Bible college to foster
sharing of the gospel. Each well
is $1,000.
In addition to purchasing gifts
for the nationals, the Texas-based
ministry also offers a gift guide
for its missionaries.
Ministry resources include $25
for a lantern, $375 for a mobile
public address system, $1,750
for a digital LCD projector kit
and $1,800 for generators for
film teams.
Transportation options for
missionaries include bicycles for
$110, motorcycles for $1,200 and
heavy-duty vehicles at $17,000.
For their personal needs a
winter clothing packet is $40,
while an ongoing gift to sponsor a
national missionary is $30 a month.
Visit www.gfa.org

“Tulips,” a piece by disabled artist
and ministry leader Joni Eareckson
Tada, is one of several limited edition
prints available in the online gift store
benefiting Joni & Friends.

Coffee, gum and mints
Project 7, named for its seven
distinct initiatives—feed the
hungry, heal the sick, hope for
peace, house the homeless,
quench the thirsty, teach them
well and save the earth—offers
coffee and other products to
benefit numerous Christianbased charities including four
with Southern California ties:
Restore International, the Children’s Hunger Fund, Invisible
Children and Plant with Purpose. National ministries using
Project 7 include Samaritan’s
Purse and World Vision.
The coffee is available in nineounce bags for $9.95,12-ounce
canisters and an 18-count case of
2.5-ounce fraction packs for $40.
A six-month coffee of the month
program is available for $40.
Other products on the website
include clothing, accessories, sugar-free gum and mints and bottled
water.
Visit www.project7.com/store.

Coffee lovers can gift java to their
friends while benefiting numerous
Christian charities, including several
based in Southern California.
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Band-Aid for the Soul
Former addict finds his niche repairing furniture and lives at Salvation Army
By Lori Arnold
ANAHEIM — There is a reason
why they call him “Band-Aid” Mike.
As the furniture repair expert
for The Salvation Army’s Orange
County production facility, Mike
Cohen knows how to resurrect
even the most junky pieces, gussying them up to bring top dollar in
the area thrift stores and auctions.
With 25 years of experience scavenging around and selling antiques
and collectibles on both coasts, Cohen brings veteran hands and eyes
to the process. Recently, his trained
brain—exercised by what they call
the picker’s circuit that includes
searches of flea markets, storage
auctions, estate sales and antique
shows—honed in on a rare Herman Miller chair that came into
the donation center in pieces. It’s
metal base ended up in the scrap
metal bin, while the wood frame
and padding were placed in other
areas of the warehouse.
After scouting out all of the dismantled pieces, Cohen and a coworker put the modernist chair
back together. It fetched $2,400 at
auction.
“Almost daily I’ll see something
that is collectable or rare or an antique,” Cohen said. “When I was
out picking you really had to look
for it. Here, it just comes to us.”
Cohen’s days at the production
facility are spent doing much more
than repairing fabric tears and
healing scars on wood. Each nail
and screw he uses goes a step further in healing his own soul.
A widower for 23 years, Cohen
said he became lost trying to maintain their New Jersey antique business and raising their two sons
alone. He relocated to Oregon to
be near family and tried to make
a second go of an antique store
there. Deciding it was too much
without the support and talents of
his wife, Cohen joined the picker
circuit, made famous by the reality
shows Storage Wars and American
Pickers. The days were long, sometimes 18 hours’ worth of driving,
snooping and buying.
Once his sons were grown,
though, busyness ultimately gave
way to boredom, and Cohen hit the
skids.
“I found myself without all that
responsibility and with a lot of time
on my hands,” he said. “There was
some depression from not dealing
with the grief properly. I found myself using drugs.”
Eventually homeless, the former
businessman found himself at the
mercy of Christ-hearted strangers.
“Basically I was on the streets,”
Cohen said. “I had driven myself
down to the lowest of lows, and I
had to turn somewhere. I met some
really good people that had extended their hands to me. I wanted to
end that cycle. I was determined to
get off drugs.”
A renewed life
With the help from his Calvary
Chapel Costa Mesa friends and his
newfound relationship with Jesus
Christ, Cohen re-established a relationship with his sister, who was
newly widowed. They moved in together, propping each other up as
they processed their grief and reclaiming their lives.
“The two of us were struggling on
our own,” he said.
Making strides with his recovery, Cohen decided to look for a
job and clicked on the first listing
he saw on Craigslist. The Salvation

Mike “Band-Aid” Cohen repairs
furniture and collectables for The
Salvation Army’s Anaheim production
facility. A former addict, Cohen said
the job helps with his healing process.

Army was looking for laborers.
“I was looking to get a job without all of the responsibility, punch
a clock kind of thing, do the 9 to
5 thing, because it was so much
responsibility doing (picking),” he
said.
After scanning Cohen’s resume,
his future employer discovered his
previous experience with antiques
and collectables, a perfect match
for their need for a furniture repairer.
“This came to be a great fit here
for them, as well as for me because
I applied for anything, whatever
labor they had, sorting clothes or
whatever it was going to be.
“I wasn’t looking necessarily to
work in drug or alcohol rehab when
I applied for a job. It just happened
to be the first listing on Craigslist
the very first day I started looking
for a job. If it were the dump, I
would have applied there.”
Looking back on the journey, Cohen smiles, saying he ended up at
The Salvation Army even after not
being able to get a space during his
search for a recovery program.
“They were full and didn’t have a
bed,” he said.
Passing it on
As part of the army’s rehabilitation program, Cohen works with
140 men who rotate through the
donation center as they learn new
skills to help them rejoin the workforce.
“I kind of did opposite of most
of these guys,” he said of his coworkers. “Most these guys in the
program, their stories, they’ll have
done a lot of (drugs or alcohol)
young and they seem to get clean
or sober later in life.
“I pretty much had the opposite.
I was a business person. My wife and
I were members of a historical society and the Young Business Leaders
of America, and we had our little
shop and neither one of used drugs
or alcohol.”
Still active in a 12-step program,
Cohen said he uses the opportunity at The Salvation Army to bring
healing to the men who transition
through the warehouse.
“Once you get yourself stable
you want to share your strength,
hope and recovery with others,”
he said. “I have an opportunity
here like most of our membership
doesn’t have because I’m here everyday with 140 men who are in a
program. I have direct contact with
them, not that I’m a counselor or
psychologist or anything, but I have
been through it myself.
“As we are working I am able to
share my strength and hope with

PHOTO BY JOHN DOCTER

Mike “Band-Aid” Cohen helps to assess a donated area rug at the Anaheim production facility for The Salvation Army.

them and help guide them. It’s a
gift that I never sought when I applied here.”
The symbolism that Band-Aid
Mike is helping to repair more than
furniture is not lost on Cohen.

“The analogy and the parallel of
repairing lives and repairing these
donations is really ironic,” he said.
“A lot of them have never had
the gratification of fixing things
and repairing things and whatnot.

It transfers, when they get their
hands on the stuff and actually turn
things around, they get the analogy as well. They get a lot of pride
out that work, and makes them feel
pretty good.”
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Biola University opens new Talbot
School of Theology East building
Christian Examiner staff report
LA MIRADA — Biola University
opened the doors to its new Talbot
School of Theology East building
Oct. 14 with the announcement
that the $18.2 million project has
been fully funded. The four-story
project was designed to accommodate Talbot’s nine graduate
degree programs and the growing
student body at Talbot and Biola.
“This is a tremendous milestone
in the history of Biola University, especially in the midst of the economic
uncertainty our nation has experienced
over the last four years,” said Biola
President Barry H. Corey.
The 30,617-square-foot building, one of the largest on campus,
has 34 offices, eight classrooms,
two conference rooms, a prayer
chapel and a large multipurpose
room. It also boasts a rooftop
garden, solar-powered classrooms
and a sunken outdoor plaza. Some
of the classroom and conference

Biola University opened the
doors to its new Talbot School of
Theology East building on Oct. 14.

room space will be made available
for other departments on campus.
The prayer chapel incorporates
stone and wood from Biola’s
125-year-old olive trees and was
designed to be transcultural and
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transmillennial. In addition, the
pathway leading to the plaza level
is lined with Jerusalem stone from
a quarry outside the ancient city
of Hebron, where Abraham and
Isaac are buried.
Inside the building, ceramic fritting
on windows will reflect “Scripture
Shadows” on the floor and walls when
light hits at a right angle.
Using the latest in green technology the building harnesses the
Southern California sun, using
photovoltaic panels on a major
stair panel to generate electricity
to help power the building. The
rooftop garden, on the north side
of the building, will also help cool
the building and collect rainwater for irrigation—and provide a
place for students to relax. The
sunken outdoor plaza with its cascading waterfall and still pool will
also add another area for student
reflection as well as a retreat from
busy college life.
“The reach this building will
have will undoubtedly extend
throughout the world,” said
Corey, adding that much of the
funding came in during the past
18 months.
U.S. News & World Report
recently ranked Biola as an “up
and coming” national university,
and this fall the campus reached
an enrollment record of 6,250
students in its undergraduate
and graduate programs. Talbot’s
enrollment is at 1,200.
The second phase of the project
includes $32 million in construction
for “Talbot West” and a renovation of
Biola’s Feinberg Hall.

Azusa Pacific denies
conservative club over
‘divisive’ language
By Lori Arnold
AZUSA — Azusa Pacific University
has denied a request by an on-campus
conservative club to affiliate with the
national Young Americans for Freedom
citing the group’s “divisive” language
and principles.
“As an academic institution placing God first in all that we do, we
not only welcome open dialogue
with political student clubs on our
campus, we encourage it as part of
the total growth experience of our
students,” campus administrators
said in a statement. “Azusa Pacific
supports much of what YAF stands
for, including its goal of preserving the U.S. Constitution, its values, and the God-given rights that
we are guaranteed in that precious
document. However, YAF uses divisive language and embraces some
forms of political activism that do
not align with who we are as a university.”
The statement was released after the media reported about the
club’s denial.
According to student Ashley
Blackwell, chairwoman of the
Young Conservatives club at Azusa,
she and other key members of the
club have attended a number of
foundation conferences in the nation’s capitol and at the Reagan
Ranch.
“It is really disappointing that a
school which promotes diversity
and uses the mantra ‘everyone matters’ would ban an existing club
from changing its name,” the student said. “It is even more frustrating that this censorship isn’t even
due to school rules or policy. It is
the result of a few administrators’
personal opinions. They just don’t
agree with language on YAF’s website about colleges’ having liberal
professors. I guess the truth hurts.”
Blackwell said administrators
took exception to two paragraphs
on the website:
“Are you tired of liberal ideas
dominating your campus? Are you
tired of liberal and Marxist professors indoctrinating your classmates? Do you want to advance

conservatism?” the comments read.
“If you answered yes, then you
should start a Young Americans
for Freedom chapter. YAF chapters
make a difference by boldly advancing freedom and conservatism.
Radical feminists, big government
bureaucrats, fringe environmentalists, race-baiters, Islamo-fascists,
and run of the mill leftists are distraught that you would even think
about promoting conservative
ideas.”
In its official response, the administrators said they were committed to spiritual unity.
“APU has supported and will
continue to support open and
honest discourse on a variety of
political opinions and ideas,” the
statement read. “We strive to avoid
those polarizing discussions commonly found in secular society and
instead encourage our community
to examine political issues from a
biblical worldview, to model civic
virtue for our campus community
and to encourage spiritual unity in
Christ.”
Patrick Coyle, executive director
of YAF, said Azusa’s denial of the club
underscores the very need for it.
“Conservative students are treated like second-class citizens on
liberal campuses like Azusa Pacific
University,” Coyle said. “These campuses love “diversity” and “inclusion”—except when it comes to
conservative ideas and values. Proposed campus groups should be beholden to the same standards and
rules, not the intolerant opinions
and whims of a few administrators.
YAF will keep pressuring APU until
this unfair decision is overturned.”
According to its statement, the
university pledges to maintain its
mission of being salt and light.
“Azusa Pacific remains committed, as an evangelical, Christian
institution, to be the light of Jesus Christ, in whom we find our
ultimate freedom,” the statement
reads. “It is that freedom that empowers us to love God and love our
neighbor, as we strive to develop
students who will make a difference
in the world.”
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A recipe for deep
thinking at Concordia
The world doesn’t ﬁt into neat
compartments, like science, art or
math. Everything connects and
meshes together in amazing ways.
This is the premise behind Concordia’s Core Curriculum.
Concordia University Irvine is
among a distinctive group of universities that offer a common, coherent
core curriculum for all of its students.
Rather than asking students to cobble
together a meaningful general education experience from a vast array of
disconnected distribution courses,
Concordia’s Core is carefully crafted
so that every student sees the purpose
of a liberal arts general education and
grows intellectually, ethically, and
spiritually.
“The whole reason that we exist
as a Christian liberal arts institution
is to pursue the interaction of faith

Concordia University Irvine
is among a distinctive group of
universities that offer a common,
coherent Core Curriculum for all
of its students.

and learning,” notes Dr. Tim Preuss,
Dean of Arts and Sciences. “We
want to make it an intentional part
of the students’ education.”
Concordia’s Core is comprised
of classic liberal arts courses offered
in small, innovative learning communities. Students take Core courses
together in linked pairs: biology with
theology, mathematics with philosophy, and history with literature. Transfer students take their own unique
pairing: philosophy with theology.
Core classes typically have just 25
students in them and are taught by
full-time professors.
In the Core, students wrestle
with life’s foundational questions
and ideas. Students are challenged
and coached to read great works
closely, think critically and creatively about problems, communicate ideas effectively, and make
meaningful connections between
academic disciplines, the Christian
faith, and life. “We are creating a
shared experience for students,
one that will allow the faculty and
students to interact presuming a
common body of knowledge,” said
Dr Scott Ashmon, Director of the
Core Curriculum.
By developing their knowledge
and strengthening their intellectual
habits, students prepare themselves
broadly for life. They gain wisdom
and conﬁdence to be citizens who
can address life’s problems and assume various vocations in service
to society and the church.
To learn more about Concordia’s
distinctive Core Curriculum, visit
www.cui.edu/Core .
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Making it matter at Biola

CBU expands campus with
new business building
California Baptist University dedicated
a 56,000-square-foot business building on
August 23, 2012. The new building features 14
state-of-the-art classrooms, a capital markets
trading room, 20 faculty ofﬁces, a student career
center, student lounge and a conference-style
board room.
Dr. Franco Gandolﬁ, dean of CBU’s Robert
K. Jabs School of Business, said his vision
for business education at the university is to
“become the most inﬂuential, the most Christlike, and the most transformational School
of Business on the west coast of the United
States. “Our academic standards are high and
our programs rigorous,” Gandolﬁ said, “but
what sets the business education apart in this
beautiful facility is our mission to prepare men
and women to excel both in mind and spirit.”
The structure is part of more than $200 million CBU has invested since 2001 to improve
its campus facilities. CBU President Ronald L.
Ellis said the growth is part of the university’s
response to changes and opportunities in the
local, regional and global job market.Visit www.
calbaptist.edu/business
Three CBU engineering degrees gain ABET
accreditation

California Baptist University’s bachelor
degree programs in civil engineering (BSCE),
electrical and computer engineering (BSECE)
and mechanical engineering (BSME) have been
accredited by the Engineering Accreditation
Commission of ABET, http://www.abet.org.
ABET is the recognized accrediting body of
college and university programs in applied science, computing, engineering and technology.
“This accreditation is an important milestone
for the CBU College of Engineering and allows
our graduates to compete on an equal footing
with graduates from around the world,” said Dr.
Anthony Donaldson, dean of the College of Engineering at California Baptist University.
CBU’s College of Engineering has grown
from 53 students and one faculty member
in the fall of 2007 to more than 350 students
and 22 full-time faculty and staff in the fall of
2012. Degrees are offered in civil engineering, construction management, electrical and
computer engineering, mechanical engineering and engineering (with concentrations in
bioengineering, business, global applications,
pre-law and pre-med). Chemical engineering
and software engineering will be offered in Fall
2013. Visit www.calbaptist.edu/engineering.

In your search for the right Christian college,
Biola University offers just what you’re looking
for: a national reputation, a strong heritage, a
commitment to biblically centered education
and a desire to serve the world for Christ.
Since its founding in downtown Los Angeles over a century ago, Biola has emerged
as one of the nation’s premier Christian
universities, with tens of thousands of alumni
making a difference around the globe. From
the start, Biola has been committed to equipping men and women in mind and character
to impact the world for Christ — no matter
which ﬁeld they study or career they pursue.
Today, over 6,000 Christian students from
around the world take part in Biola’s wide
range of academically rigorous, biblically
centered programs each year — learning in
an environment where all students, faculty
and staff are professing Christians. They leave
Biola ready to champion a biblical worldview,
to lead with conviction and courage, and to
serve the world for Christ.
At the undergraduate level, the university
offers 37 majors and 120 emphases, ranging from business to nursing to cinema and
media arts. Biola’s six graduate schools offer
convenient, respected
master’s and doctoral
programs in theology,
psychology, intercultural studies, education,
business and more.
Each program,
whether at the graduate
or undergraduate level,
is designed to prepare
you to integrate your
faith with your career.
Every undergraduate
student completes 10
Bible courses — the

equivalent of a minor in biblical studies.
For over 20 years, Biola has been classiﬁed by U.S. News & World Report as a
“national university,” putting it in the same
category with the nation’s leading and most
well-respected universities. This year Biola
was the highest-ranked national university
in the CCCU (Council for Christian Colleges
& Universities) and was designated one of 19
“up and coming” national universities.
Located on the border of Los Angeles and
Orange counties in the city of La Mirada,
Biola is just a short drive from beautiful
beaches, world-renowned entertainment
venues and a wealth of diverse ministry and
service opportunities. In 2011, Newsweek
ranked Biola #11 on its list of “Best Weather”
colleges.
If you’re interested in our undergraduate program, please consider attending our
Spring Preview Day on February 17-18, 2013.
Potential graduate students can schedule a
visit at www.biola.edu/grad/visit. To request
information or to apply to Biola, visit undergrad.biola.edu or call 1-800-OKBIOLA. The
ﬁrst Early Action undergraduate application
deadline is November 15th.
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Russell named director of
Department of Performing Arts
San Diego Christian College Cuyamaca Community College
is pleased to announce that Dr. District and increased its revenues
Paul Russell has been hired as and attendance by 57 percent.
the Director of the Department
The newly formed Department
of Performing Arts. Dr. Russell of Performing Arts, formerly the
has served as an adjunct faculty Music Department, currently houses
member at SDCC since
3 distinct concentrations
1990, teaching courses
– Professional Music
for the Musical TheStudies, Worship Leadater concentration of
ing, and Musical Theater.
the Music Department.
As the program grows,
D r. R u s s e l l i s
SDCC hopes to develwell-known nationop the current Musical
ally as the founder of
Theater concentration
Christian Community
into a concentration for
Theater (CCT) and
performance and one for
Dr. Paul Russell
Christian Youth Theproduction.
ater (CYT), the largest children’s
Dr. Russell states“I’m thrilled to
theater program in the world. CYT be a part of the team at San Diego
enrolls over 22,000 students in Christian College. The energy
classes in forty chapters around the and enthusiasm that people have
United States. CCT and CYT were for each other, for the Lord and for
cofounded in 1980 by Dr. Russell the pursuit of their passions is felt
and his wife, Sheryl, a 1974 SDCC in every class, every chapel and at
graduate and the 2011 Alumnus of every rehearsal.”
the Year.
San Diego Christian College
While working for CCT/CYT, celebrates Dr. Russell’s passion to
Dr. Russell developed the largest inﬂuence the arts with a Christ cenonline Theater Arts curriculum for tered emphasis. His commitment to
children’s theater educators and community and excellence in procoauthored sixteen musical produc- duction will inﬂuence the potential
tions for use in CCT and CYT.
of the college to reach beyond local
During his time as artistic di- boundaries and increase SDCC’s
rector, Russell was awarded the impact in theater.
Channel 10 Leadership Award for
His ﬁrst directorial project with
his outstanding work in the com- SDCC will be the annual spring
munity, and was recognized as musical, Joseph and the Amazing
Teacher of the Year in San Diego. Technicolor Dreamcoat, slated to run
Dr. Russell also successfully man- from February 21 through March
aged the East County Performing 1, 2013 at San Diego Christian
Arts Center for the Grossmont- College.

God’s new Harvard
Patrick Henry College’s goal is
launching leaders for Christ
Founded in 2000, Patrick Henry
College has, in its eventful first
decade, grown into an influential
evangelical college attracting highcaliber Christian students from all
backgrounds. Its rigorous academic
programs, exclusive apprenticeships
in Washington, D.C. and beyond
and championship debate culture
prepare leaders for high level service
in the public square, and led to its
being dubbed “God’s Harvard” in a
recently published book.
Located in Purcellville, Va., less
than an hour from Washington,
D.C., Patrick Henry College is
a classical Christian liberal arts
college created for students seeking an academically demanding
education at a school forged from
America’s founding principles and
powered by passionate Christian
discipleship.
Its unique proﬁle, combining
Ivy League-caliber scholastics with
a distinctly Christian worldview,
has produced graduates who today serve at the highest levels of
government, business, the legal
profession, media and academia.
The New Yorker reported in
2005 that Patrick Henry College
students held roughly the same
number of White House internships as Georgetown, which, for a
College of roughly 300 students at
that time, reﬂected the College’s
unusually high standing on Capitol Hill. Employers for whom they
serve agree that PHC students
excel because of their disciplined

work ethic, critical thinking skills
and plainspoken humility.
Many graduates have gone on
to prestigious graduate schools,
including Harvard,Yale and Columbia law schools, and presently work
for the 10th U.S. Circuit Court, the
Arizona Supreme Court, the FBI,
National Geographic, Fox News,
and throughout the intelligence
community, to name a few. Anchoring its mission to infuse the public
square with world-class Christian
speakers, jurists, and apologists,
PHC’s vaunted legal debate team
not only defeated Oxford twice, it has
won ﬁve of the past seven ACMA
national moot court championships.
Michael P. Farris, the founder
and chancellor of the College, says,
“When we started Patrick Henry
College, our goal was not merely
to build an educational institution,
we wanted to change America.
Most students who come to PHC
have a vision and intend to make
an impact.”
Reinforcing its mission to impact the culture for Christ, Patrick
Henry College has designed one
of the most comprehensive core
curriculums in the country and an
academic foundation built upon
the truth found only in Scripture.
To protect itself from government regulations and thereby
safeguard its liberty to teach from
a Christian worldview, the College
accepts no government funding. Its
operations and facilities are funded entirely through donations.
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Doing ministry together
After undergraduate work at the
University of Colorado, Dan Vanderwarker became involved in Campus
Crusade. Then he headed west.
Shannon McGonigal went south
from Washington to do her undergraduate work at Azusa Paciﬁc
University.
Then, in 2006, they both found
themselves interning in college ministry
at Emmanuel Faith Community Church
in Escondido, Calif. It wasn’t long before
they knew two things: ﬁrst, they were
going to get married; and second, they
were both going to start seminary at
Bethel Seminary San Diego, Shannon
in the MFT program and Dan in the
Master of Divinity (M.Div.).
They began seminary in fall 2007,
taking many of their classes together,
and got married their ﬁrst quarter. But
it’s not quite what you expect, says
Dan.“We thought it’d be really fun to
study and learn together. But we have
very distinct learning differences,”he
explains. “I’m much better studying
at night; Shannon prefers the day.
And she, of course, gets much better
grades than I do.”
After a year, however, Shannon
realized the MFT was not the right ﬁt.
“I liked my classes, but the thought
of doing therapy was really stressful,” she explains. “I began praying
and talking to people who knew me
really well.”She then switched to the
M.Div. program with an emphasis on
pastoral care and counseling, and felt
much more afﬁrmed in the direction
of her studies.
Both say one of the biggest beneﬁts of being in a class at the same
time is the understanding and grace
afforded each other. “If I have to

study, even though it’s our day off,
she totally understands,” says Dan.
Outside the classroom, they’ve
been practicing what they’re learning
together. In summer 2009 they moved
to Forest Home to be pastors to the
college-aged students who were on
the summer staff at the camp.
“Camp ministry is unique in that
it is both very physical and spiritual,” says Dan. “Going into that
summer with two years at Bethel,
Forest Home gave us a platform to
take what we were learning in the
classroom into real life. We had
the opportunity to interact with
families as they were participating in camp programs and staff as
they were running them. We even
had the privilege to start a little
church service called ‘Church in
the Woods.’” The service attracted
both camp staff and locals from the
surrounding communities.
“Doing ministry together is where
we feel most alive,” says Shannon.
“It’s been a rich experience to be doing it while we’re both in seminary,
too. What you learn you can apply
right away–or debunk.”
Now, they’re both at Grace Presbyterian Church in Vista where Dan
is a youth director and Shannon is an
intern working with adult discipleship. They will graduate in 2012 and
admit they wonder about future job
opportunities. “Like everyone else,
churches are not operating in the
economic climate,” says Dan. “We’re
curious if we’ll be able to ﬁnd two jobs
in ministry. Each piece of out ministry
puzzle has been put together as we
go, though, so we’ll see what God
has next for us.”

Law as ministry
Trinity Law School students
have a unique opportunity to
change their lives by transforming
the way they see the world, to impact their communities by actively
pursuing fairness and justice, and to
transform the world by seeking and
defending the good and the true.
Our students come from diverse
ethnic, religious,
and educational
backgrounds
which inform and
influence their
desires and passions. Trinity Law
School equips
students to use
their legal education not just as a
career, but as a
tool for Christian
ministry.
Students
at Trinity Law
School are trained
to recognize, address, and resolve
all kinds of legal
issues. What sets Trinity apart
from other law schools, and what
makes a Christian attorney different from all others, is that Trinity
students and Christian lawyers see
the world in terms of service, not
personal gain. Trinity Law School
is dedicated to exposing students
to a wide variety of foreign and domestic organizations in the hopes
of demonstrating the immense
need in the world and the ways
in which they can address those

needs as attorneys.
The staff and faculty of Trinity
Law School recognize the many
ways a law degree can impact
and empower Christian ministry.
Because of this, Trinity students
are actively encouraged to be engaged in the community. For example, Trinity students serve the
residents of the
Orange County
Rescue Mission
not only by addressing their legal needs, but by
helping to restore
dignity and hope
to those rebuilding their lives.
At Trinity Law
School, legal education is about
more than a good
career; it is about
the pursuit of all
things good and
true. Trinity law
school is dedicated
to training attorneys who will embrace the world’s
needs equipped with excellent legal
training and courageous commitment to the truth of the Bible.
Trinity Law School is part of
Trinity International University.
The university is afﬁliated with
the Evangelical Free Church of
America and has campuses in
Chicago and Deerﬁeld, Illinois;
Davie, Florida as well as the Law
School Campus in Santa Ana,
California.

Trinity students
are trained to
advocate for
justice, pursue
the truth,
and serve the
Church.
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Bethel Seminary San Diego
6116 Arosa St.
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8188
www.bethel.edu
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Providence Christian College
1539 E Howard St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
1-866-323-0233
www.providencecc.net

Bethel Seminary San Diego: a seminary that develops whole and holy globally-minded
leaders for God’s service. Offering an opportunity for integration, experience and
development by providing biblical/theological foundation, transformational leadership and spiritual and personal formation via the MDiv, M.A.T.S., M.A.A.M., M.F.T.
degrees, our distant learning program in children and family ministry - M.A.C.F.M.,
and our Doctor of Ministry.

Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature,
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

Biola University

San Diego Christian College

13800 Biola Ave.
La Mirada, CA 90639
1-800-OK-BIOLA
www.biola.edu

2100 Greenfield Drive
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-800-676-2242
www.sdcc.edu

Biola University, a leading private Christian university located in Southern
California, has remained firmly committed to its mission of biblically centered
education since 1908. With 145 academic programs ranging from the B.A. to the
Ph.D., Biola offers academic excellence and intentional spiritual development in
an environment where all students, faculty and staff are professing Christians.

The Adult & Professional Studies program is designed to accommodate the unique
and demanding needs of individual lifestyles and schedules. With an understanding
of the necessity to balance commitments to family, home, work, school and leisure,
the APS programs offer educational opportunities for adult students to complete their
degree, to obtain their California teaching credential, or to pursue courses online.

California Baptist University

Southern California Seminary

8432 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
1-877-CBU-3615
admissions@calbaptist.edu
www.calbaptist.edu
Founded in 1950 by the California Southern Baptist Convention, CBU offers 90
undergraduate majors and concentrations, plus an additional 25 graduate majors
and credentials. The campus offers one of the region’s largest aquatic centers
and the JoAnn Hawkins Music building is one of the nation’s most advanced
music production and recording facilities. The university has been named the
2011 U.S. News & World Report Best Regional College.

Concordia University
1530 Concordia West
Irvine, CA 92612
1-800-229-1200
admission@cui.edu
www.cui.edu

2075 E. Madison Ave
El Cajon, CA 92019
1-888-389-7244
info@socalsem.edu
www.socalsem.edu
Located in San Diego, SCS is an accredited Seminary offering traditional and
online programs in Bible,Theology, Counseling, and Psychology. SCS offers eight
degrees in our undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral programs: AA and BA in
Biblical Studies; M.A. in Christian Ministry, M.A. in Biblical Studies, Master of
Divinity (M.Div), Master of Theology (Th.M.), M.A. in Counseling Psychology;
and Doctorate of Psychology (Psy.D).

Southwest Bible College
13890 Nason Street
Moreno Valley, CA 92555
(951) 333-2594
southwestbc@gmail.com
www.southwestbiblecollege.org

A blend of rigorous studies within a Christian community in the Lutheran tradition makes Concordia University Irvine distinctive. Graduates are prepared
for the world because they have experienced Concordia’s mission— that each
student would develop as a wise, honorable and cultivated citizen. BA degrees
are available in business, education, liberal studies, athletic training and more.
MA degrees include business, education, coaching, international studies and
theology. Adult studies include degree completion, education and nursing.

Southwest Bible College focuses on “Biblical Studies and Ministry Development.” Practical ministry courses enhance ministry skills. Theology, Bible, and
language courses provide academic excellence. We have day and evening classes,
and on-line courses will soon be available. Affordable tuition enables students
to graduate debt free while attaining an Associate or Bachelor level degree in
ministry or biblical studies. Come and be equipped as a servant-leader!

Fuller Theological Seminary

Trinity Law School

135 N. Oakland Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91182
1-800-238-5537
admissions@fuller.edu
www.fuller.edu
Fuller provides graduate-level education in theology, intercultural studies, and
psychology. Fuller is intellectually rigorous, culturally engaging, spiritually cultivating, diverse in community, and evangelical in commitment.

Patrick Henry College
10 Patrick Henry Circle
Purcellville, VA 20132
1-888-338-1776
admissions@phc.edu
www.phc.edu
Patrick Henry College seeks to recreate the American collegiate ideal: education for truth, truth for leadership, all for Christ. We equip young leaders in a
Christian classical tradition with our comprehensive core curriculum, centering
all truth on the person and work of Jesus Christ. Hands-on apprenticeships cement classroom instruction in the areas of Government, Journalism, Literature,
History, or Classical Liberal Arts.

2200 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92705
1-800-922-4748
www.tls.edu
Trinity Law School prepares students by offering a legal education from a biblical perspective. It is one of the few evangelical law schools with a focus on the
integration of law and theology. Accredited by the State Bar of California, it is a
community of professors, lawyers, and students committed to pursuing justice.
Programs include the Juris Doctor.

Vision University (a seminary)
1550 E. Elizabeth St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 791-1200
visionuniversityusa@gmail.com
Vision University has sought to fill an existing void in the field of theological
education by addressing the needs of students who require a less traditional
approach to securing quality instruction at the graduate levels, as well as the
flexibility afforded by both night courses and short-term seminar classes, day
classes and correspondence. Accredited with Transworld Accrediting Commission International.
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Have your event listed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in
THE CALENDAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month.
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We
regret we cannot list Sunday morning services.

THRU NOV 11

NOV 10 • SATURDAY

“Peter Pan.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands,
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

“To Whom Much if Given,” with Terri
Rodriguez & Gia Lucid. 8am-12:30pm,
Calvary Chapel Hurupa Valley, 9215
Orco Parkway, Jurupa Valley, free • (951)
685-1180

NOV 1 • THURSDAY
The Reckoning Tour, with Needtobreathe
& Parachute, Drew Holcomb. 7pm,
Humphreys Concerts By the Bay, 2241
Shelter Island Dr., San Diego, $31 •
ticketmaster.com

NOV 1-3 • THU-SAT
Defined by God Conference, Refreshing Pastors’ Wives for Ministry, with
Amy Groeschel, Jani Ortlund, Lauren
Chandler & more. Shadow Mountain
Community Church, 2100 Greenfield
Dr., El Cajon, free • 1-800-875-6467,
faithlifewomen.com

NOV 2 • FRIDAY
The Reckoning Tour, with Needtobreathe
& Parachute, Drew Holcomb. 7pm, The
Fox Theater, 301 S Garey Ave., Pomona,
$23-33 • ticketmaster.com
Family Movie Night. 7pm, 5700 Red
Haven St., Eastvale. Sponsored by The
Crossings Church • atthecrossings.com

NOV 2-18
‘The Golden Goose.’ Fri-Sat 7pm; Sun
2pm, Heartland Players Theatre, 33994
Ave. E, Yucaipa • (909) 556-4092,
heartlandplayers.org

NOV 3 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection
Breakfast Buffet. 9am, MoVal Ranch
Golf Club, Moreno Valley $12 • (951)
485-9604, (951) 247-0410
Glory Gates Quartet Benefit Concert, to
benefit GGQ Romania 2013 “Power of
Passion.” Concert tour. 6pm, Taft Avenue
Community Church, 1350 E. Taft Avenue,
Orange • ggqf.org
Unashamed Tour 2012: Come Alive, with
Lecrae, Tedashii, KB & more. 7pm, Hollywood Palladium, 6215 Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles, $20 • rushconcerts.com

NOV 3-4 • SAT-SUN
E-Waste Recycling Community Collection.
9am-4pm, Target Parking Lot, 2255 S El
Camino, Oceanside • (951) 698-7650

NOV 4 • SUNDAY
Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake
Community Church, 20515 Railroad
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com
Cal Baptist University Choir & Orchestra,
under the direction of Dr. Judd Bonner.
6pm, CrossPoint Church, 6950 Edison/
Euclid Ave., Chino • (909) 606-9833

NOV 7 • WEDNESDAY

Yucaipa-Pass Area Women’s Connection
Buffet Breakfast. 9-10:30am, Ayres
Hotel, 1015 W Colton Ave., Redlands,
$15 • (909) 831-2005
The Portraits of Life, with Tina Batten
& pastor Gary Adams. 4:30pm, CRCTemecula Community Recreation Center,
30875 Rancho Vista Rd., Temecula, $12
• (951) 345-4559
ThankSharing concert and food drive,
featuring Grace from California Baptist
Univ. and Kerygma from Arrowhead
Christian Academy. Also sand artist
Jason Moran, Rubidoux Children’s Choir,
Tintinnabulation Bell Choir from Mesa
Grande Academy. 7:30pm, University
Church, 11125 Campus St., Loma Linda.
Free with non-perishable food item.
Sponsored by Loma Linda University
Health • 1-877-LLUMC-4U

NOV 10-12 • SAT-MON
International ProLife Youth Conference,
presented by Survivors of the Abortion
Holocaust, St. Matthias Auditorium,
Downey • internationalprolifeyouth.com
NOV 11 • SUNDAY
An Evening with the Glory Gates Quartet. 6pm, Bryant Street Baptist Church,
13456 Bryant St., Yucaipa • ggqf.org
NOV 12 • MONDAY
Glendora Christian Women’s Connection.
11am-12:30pm, Via Verde Country Club,
1400 Avenida Entrada, San Dimas, $15
• (909) 593-6100

NOV 14 • WEDNESDAY
Riverside Christian Women’s Club Luncheon. 11am, Canyon Crest Country
Club, 975 Country Club Dr., Riverside,
$18 • (951) 687-2536

NOV 16-18 • FRI-SUN
Vertical Love Retreat for High School
Girls, with Hannah Arrowood, Ronny
Roa & Semone Simmons. Thousand
Pines Christian Conference Center,
359 S. Thousand Pines Rd., Crestline.
Sponsored by Corona Life Services •
(714) 749-0421

NOV 17 • SATURDAY
Legacy Five, in concert. 5pm, Magnolia
Ave. Baptist Church, 8351 Magnolia Ave.,
Riverside, $16-25 • 1-800-965-9324,
imcconcerts.com

NOV 17-18 • SAT-SUN

Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300
S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 8458082, (909) 795-2796

E-Waste Recycling Collection Event Fundraiser. Target Cal Oaks Plaza, 41040
California Oaks, Murrieta, free. Hosted
by Community Outreach Ministry • (951)
698-7650

NOV 8 • THURSDAY

NOV 18 • SUNDAY

The Barnabas Group Quarterly Breakfast
Meeting. 7:30am-12:30pm, Victoria
Country Club, 1774 Glasell St., Riverside
• joe.parker@barnabasgroup.org

Go2Bat4Life, pro-life youth event, with
Walter Hoye II, Lincoln Brewster, Christafari, and others. Also games, zipline,
carnival rides, food trucks. 1pm, Dodger
Stadium, Los Angeles, $10-20 • (626)
755-7323, go2bat4life.com

“Get In the Game,” with Coach Bob
Reccord, fundraiser for Pregnancy &
Family Resource Center. 5:30-9pm,
Inland Empire 66ers Baseball Stadium,
280 S “E” St., San Bernardino, $25 •
(909) 382-4550

Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake
Community Church, 20515 Railroad
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com

NOV 9 • FRIDAY

NOV 22 • THURSDAY

Winter Jam, with TobyMac, Red, Newsong, Chris August, Jason Castro & more.
7pm, Citizens Business Bank Arena,
Ontario, $10 • jamtour.com

Thanksgiving Meal for the Homeless.
12:45pm, River Heights Intermediate
School, 7227 Scholar Way, Eastvale
• (951) 847-836, atthecrossings.com

NOV 9-10 • FRI-SAT

NOV 24-DEC 30

Signs & Wonders Conference. Fri 7pm &
Sat 9-11am, Aimee Semple McPherson’s
Hilltop Castle, Lake Elsinore, $25 • (951)
566-6842, powerofgodonline.com

“Miracle on 34th Sreet.” Fri 7:30pm;
Sat 2:15pm & 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm,
LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N Church St.,
Redlands, $7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

NOV 25 • SUNDAY
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DEC 8-9 • SAT-SUN

JAN 10-11 • THU-FRI (cont.)

Musical Tribute of Mahalia Jackson,
presented by Top Ladies of Distinction.
3pm, Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 1023 S Sultana Ave., Ontario,
free • (909) 597-7134

The Christmas Song, presented by the
Choir & Orchestra. Sat 5pm; Sun 5pm
& 7pm, Magnolia Ave Baptist Church,
8351 Magnolia Ave., Riverside • (951)
689-5700

greater Works Praise & Worship Centre’s
Women’s Department • (909) 888-5929

Michael W. Smith – Christmas Tour, featuring a full orchestra & choir. Calvary Community Church, 5495 Via Rocas, Westlake
Village • transparentproductions.com

DEC 9 • SUNDAY

NOV 25-26 • SUN-MON
Dr. Fred Leuter, speaking. 7pm, Liberty
Baptist Church, 13630 Edgemont St.,
Moreno Valley• (951) 733-0340

NOV 26 • MONDAY
Michael W. Smith – Christmas Tour, featuring a full orchestra & choir. Yorba Linda
Friends Church, Yorba Linda. 7:30pm •
transparentproductions.com

DEC 1 • SATURDAY
Christmas Craft Bazaar. 10am-4pm,
Oasis Community Church, 23750 Alessandro Blvd., Moreno Valley • (951)
653-0737

3rd Annual Christmas Car Show. 124pm, Hesperia First Assembly, 11616
Hesperia Rd., Hesperia, $10-15 • (760)
244-3330

DEC 12 • WEDNESDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim
Timmons & more. Rose Drive Friends
Church, 4221 Rose Dr., Yorba Linda •
achristmastogether.com

DEC 13-15 • THU-SAT
Christmas with Amy Grant, with the
Pacific Symphony. 8pm, Segerstrom
Center for the Arts, 600 Town Center
Dr., Costa Mesa • (714) 755-5799,
pacificsymphony.org

DEC 16 • SUNDAY

JAN 12 • SATURDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Immanuel Baptist Church, Highland •
imcconcerts.com

JAN 12-FEB 17
“Snow White.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands,
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

JAN 13 • SUNDAY
Greater Vision, in concert. 5pm, Skyline
Church, 11330 Campo Rd., La Mesa,
$16-25 • imcconcer ts.com, (619)
442-5941

JAN 20 • SUNDAY
Liberty Quartet, in concert. 6pm, Church
of the Nazarene, 42655 E Florida Ave.,
Hemet • (951) 927-8717

FEB 5-8 • TUE-FRI
“George Washington Carver.” 9:15am
& 11am, LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N
Church St., Redlands, $7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

Christian Singles, Christmas Rotational
Dinner Dance. 6pm, David L. Baker Golf
Course, 10401 Edinger, Fountain Valley,
$39-55 • christiansinglesfunevents.
com, (714) 622-4002

Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake
Community Church, 20515 Railroad
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com

DEC 2 • SUNDAY

DEC 24 • MONDAY

Teen MOPS. 5:30-7:45pm, Canyon Lake
Community Church, 20515 Railroad
Canyon Rd., Canyon Lake • teenmopscl@
gmail.com

A family Christmas Eve. 4pm, 6pm
(English & Spanish), 11pm, Magnolia
Ave Baptist Church, 8351 Magnolia Ave.,
Riverside • (951) 689-5700

Christian Singles Sweetheart Singles
Dinner Dance. 8:30pm-12am, La Mirada
Country Club, 15501 Alicante Rd., La
Mirada, $39-55 • (714) 622-4002,
christiansinglesfunevents.com

DEC 5 • WEDNESDAY

DEC 31 • MONDAY

FEB 23 • SATURDAY

Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300
S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 8458082, (909) 795-2796

Giant New Year’s Eve Dance Party, ages
19-91. 8pm, Cal State Fullerton, Titan
Student Union Building, 800 N State
College Blvd., $29-50 • christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 622-4002

Educator Job Fair, presented by the
Network of Int’l. Christian Schools.
Stoneybrooke Christian School, Mission
Viejo • nics.org

DEC 7 • FRIDAY
A Christmas Together Tour, with Dominic
Balli, Jadon Lavik, Evan Wickham, Tim
Timmons & more. The Packinghouse
Church, 27165 West San Bernardino
Ave., Redlands • achristmastogether.com

JAN 10-11 • THU-FRI
3rd Annual Women’s Conference. Ayers
Hotel & Suites Ontario Convention Center, 1945 E Holt Blvd., Ontario. Hosted
by Agape Fellowship of Church Int’l &

FEB 9 • SATURDAY

FEB 23-MAR 2 • SAT-SAT
2013 Praise & Worship Cruise to the
Southern Caribbean, with Phillip, Craig
& Dean, Avalon, Carl Herrgesell & Jamie
Jamgochian, $629+ • 1-800-288-4778,
christiancruises.com
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tions.
For more information, including what documents are required
to apply, visit www.morenovalleysalvationarmy.org or call (951) 6539131.

Fashion on menu for
AFL holiday luncheon
Gary Becks, co-founder of Riversidebased Rescue Task Force, applies
eye drops to a patient at one of the
agency’s remote clinics.

Relief organization
celebrates 25 years
SAN BERNARDINO — Rescue
Task Force celebrated its 25th anniversary Oct. 28 with a medical mission to Honduras. The team, which
included doctors and dentists,
planned to provide treatments in
the jungles areas near the Miskito
Coast.
To complete its task and others
around the globe, the ministry is
seeking a variety of supplies.
Among the items that can be
used for future trips are mosquito
tents and netting, rain gear for local doctors and dentists, boat fuel,
outboard motor oil, boat engine
repair parts, in-country air cargo,
Novocain ampoule cartridges
for dental patients, pre-injection
numbing spray, oral gauze, postop antibiotics, surgical masks and
latex gloves, flash lights used as
head lamps for dentists, medicines
for jungle clinics, anti fungal ointment, bulk de-worming meds and
snake bite kits.
Ministry co-founder Gary Becks
said that for every $100 Rescue
Task Force receives in donations,
it’s able to deliver $500 in goods
and services.
The relief ministry said it is
also in need of $4,500 to help deliver a container of donated shoes.
Churches looking for service projects may be interested in teaming
up to provide a new, full-service
jungle clinic for $60,000.
The disaster and humanitarian relief group, which has also
provided backpacks of goodies to
wounded veterans, was founded in
San Diego County in 1988 but has
since relocated to San Bernardino.
For more information, visit rescuetaskforce.org.

Salvation Army seeks
needy families
MORENO VALLEY — The Salvation Army Moreno Valley Corps
is accepting applications for families needing assistance this holiday
season. Last year, the local corps
served more than 400 families from
Moreno Valley and Perris.
Applications will be accepted from
12:30 to 3 p.m. Nov. 5 to 9 at 14068
Graham St. Those who work during
the weekday may apply from 9 a.m.
to noon and 12:30 to 2 p.m. Nov. 10.
Volunteer intake counselors will
walk families through the applica-

ORANGE — American Family
Living will present its 33rd Annual
Holiday Fashions Luncheon from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov. 17 at its Victorian Estate Gardens.
In addition to the fashion show,
ministry founder Evie Wilson and
her “daughters-in-love,” Melody
and Sallie Wilson will share lifechanging stories. Door prizes will
also be distributed.
The luncheon menu is chicken
with rice, salad, bread rolls, beverages and dessert.
Advance tickets are $30. Tickets
will not be available at the door.
The ministry is located at 1774 N
Glassell St.
For more information, call www.
AmericanFamilyLiving.com or call
(714) 637-7900.

Barnabas Group to
host special speaker
RIVERSIDE — The Barnabas
Group of Inland Empire will host
its quarterly breakfast meeting 7:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Nov. 8 at Victoria
Country Club.
The speaker will be Mick Ukleja,
founder and president of LeadershipTraQ, a leadership-consulting
firm. Ukelja will share insights from
his book “The Ethics Challenge:
Living With Integrity in a Greedy
World.” The author has hosted an
interview-format talk show in Southern California, profiling outstanding
leaders and helped to found the
Ukleja Center for Ethical Leadership at California State University,
Long Beach.
The event will end with a light
lunch.
The Barnabas Group is a membership organization for Christian
marketplace leaders, with chapters in
numerous cities. The quarterly meetings highlight local ministries in an
effort to provide them vital resources
from the business community.
For more information, send an email to Joe Parker, managing partner, The Barnabas Group at joe.
parker@barnabasgroup.org.

Mick Ukleja, founder and president of
the LeadershipTraQ consulting firm,
will speak at the quarterly breakfast
meeting of The Barnabas Group of
Inland Empire at 7:30 a.m. Nov. 8 at
Victoria Country Club.
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Pastors put aside personal
territory to grow ethnic church
By Lori Arnold
SAN DIEGO — Thousands of
miles—and years—removed from
first century Corinth, Luke Chen
and Jeff Langley are heeding the
words of the Apostle Paul, who reminded the Roman church they
were co-laborers for Christ.
The men have plenty in common. Needless to say, they both
love the Lord and desire to follow
His will. Both are church planters with relatively new fellowships;
both share a similar theology and
philosophy of ministry, both have
a big vision for San Diego’s north
central region and a desire to build
a multi-ethnic flock.
So for three years they met together to share coffee and notes.
Beginning in late September, they
are sharing even more after Chen’s
GC2 Church—an acronym for
Great Commandment - Great Commission—and Langley’s Cloudbreak Church merged.
“Neither one of us were looking
to merge, but I think we both had a
frustration because when we planted our churches God put in both of
our hearts to pastor a multi-cultural
church,” Langley said. “What we
found was that’s easier said than
done to be truly multi-cultural in
the way we both wanted it to be. We
both want it to look like the community we are in.”
As separate entities, the congregations did resemble their pastors.
Cloudbreak launched in 2006 with
just two families. By the time of the
merger, the mostly Caucasian congregation numbered about 125. To
the south, and separated by Black
Mountain, was Chen’s GC2, which
launched in 2009 and is predominately Asian. Now combined, attendance is closer to 200.
Recognizing the body often resembles its lead pastor, the pair has
decided to co-lead the congregation
to underscore the importance of their
multi-cultural vision. Langley admits
it was a concept he never considered
when going through seminary.
“I’m very much an adventurer,
a risk taker,” Langley said. “I really
wanted to try not to build on somebody else’s foundation. I wanted to
go along and to try to reach people
that maybe some of the big churches in the area weren’t reaching.”
The issue was one of many the
two considered during their courtship.
“It’s easier to be the single leader,” Langley said. “As we began
talking about pulling our churches
together we had that conversation.
Should one of us be the leader?
Both of us looked at each other,
and (it was) either we are in this
together or we are not in it. We really felt like if we are going to be the
multicultural church that we want
to be, that we have to be a team in
every sense.
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GC2 Church Lead Pastors Luke Chen, left, and Jeff Langley show off each
other’s rocks during the congregation’s first worship service as a merged
congregation. The rocks represent an altar the Israelites made after crossing the
Jordan River into the Promised Land.

Members of GC2 signed rocks during the first service of the merged GC2
congregation.

“In every way, we are approaching this together. What we are finding is that God had put the same
vision in our heart from different
angles, and so we actually have a
very easy time agreeing and seeing
eye to eye. So where a lot of pastors
would find this harder what we are
finding is that it’s releasing Luke
to work in his gifting. It’s releasing
me to work in my gifting, and our
gifting actually complements one
another.”
The church will keep the name
GC2, which Langley said he loves
for its biblical foundation, and
Cloudbreak’s distinctive circular
logo with crosses and waves will be
integrated into the name.
“It has an echo of both churches,” Langley said.
Playing to strengths
Through their exploratory meetings, Langley said he discovered
that Chen’s heart was in teaching,
discipleship, pastoral care and
organizing, while Chen saw that
Langley’s strengths were in preaching, missions outreach and children’s ministry.
“It was almost a relief in both
of our minds,” Chen said, knowing that they would be able to shed
duties outside of their giftings, he
said. “I’ve been an associate pastor
prior to GC2, so I’ve always been
working as a team member for 24
years. For Jeff it was this lead pastor
thing is overblown. Neither of us,
though, were like ‘Wow, we need to
be king of our mountain.’ It’s just
not what we saw God wanting to see
in our hearts.”
As part of the merging process,
the pastors and their leadership
teams spent most of the summer organizing activities to help the congregations become acquainted with
each other. Chen said some of their
members’ questions also helped
them to work through subjects they
had not yet considered.

Issues of conflict, he said, will
be dealt with through the congregation’s elder council by saying,
“Here are the options. Take Luke
and Jeff’s name off of them and
look at them objectively and pray
over them. You guys decide, and we
will defer to whatever decision you
make,” Chen said.
The founder of GC2 acknowledged that while the move to copastors may be unusual by today’s
standards, the Bible clearly demonstrated the concept of co-laboring
among church leadership.
“In terms of the New Testament,
changing leadership was free flowing,” Chen said. “Sometimes it was
Peter. Sometimes it was James or
Paul and Barnabas. We see that
flexibility in Scripture, and we want
to be that flexible.
“We hope that we can break some
preconceptions about church,
whether it be about ethnicity or
even about leadership. That we are
really a community of believers,
and that we recognize Christ as the
head of our church and that the
Kingdom of God is diverse. Heaven
is going to be a place where people
of all generations, all ethnicities,
all cultures, come together in unity
worshipping the Lord.”
Greater goal
Chen said he anticipates hiccups along the way but believes the
greater goal will result in a church
body that more divinely reflects the
image of the Lord.
“It’s a challenge because we like
being with people who are like us,”
he said. “It is a challenge to build
bridges where we might not have
the same cultural identity and so
forth, but I think that’s where God
is enabling us to experience a deeper commitment, a deeper love and
deeper obedience.”
For more information, visit www.
gc2church.org.
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reminding them that their father was
suffering for being faithful to Jesus
Christ. One card, written in Chinese
characters, simply said, “Your dad is
our hero.”
“I really would like to thank [the
people who wrote those cards],” Lilly
said. “God used them to encourage us
and to show us His love.”
On Feb. 9, 2011, Weihan was released
from prison. Seeing no future for his
family in China, where the government continued to spy on him, they
were permitted to exit the country
and have taken up residence in Dallas,
Texas, where Weihan (who now goes
by the name “John Stone”) and Zhang
(who goes by “Sarah”) are studying on
scholarship at Christ for the Nations
Institute.
Weihan asks for prayer that God will
use his family to bless others, and that
he and his wife will learn English well.
“It is hard to learn another language
now, but we still have to do it,” he said
through Lilly.
Burdened by the countless people in
China who have never heard the Gospel, Weihan hopes more Christians will
come and preach Christ in his country.
“Please keep praying for my
country,” he said through Lilly.
“Pray for China.”
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ATTORNEYS

CHURCHES FOR RENT

DISC JOCKEYS

Church rental, Bloomington, CA. Sanctuary seats
150, (1) classroom, kitchen, dinging hall. Available
(1) weekday and on Saturday or Sunday. Please call
for appointment. (909) 798-0354. $1,500/mo.

Getting Married?
Party? Fundraiser?

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Religious sites for sale in Compton, Grand Terrace,
Colton, San Bernardino, Fontana, Yucca Valley.
Available soon South Bay, Orange County, SF Valley, Norwalk, Azusa and Long Beach. Available for
shared use East Whittier. Check our web site www.
churchwanted.com to stay current with churches
for sale and for rent. Free consultation regarding
your church value, potential share and income
for your building, relocation needs. Call 213 9999939 or email churchrealtor@gmail.com. If you’re
a church, we can help. 30+ years of experience.
DRE#00713881.

Law Ofﬁces of

Donald A. Ellison
Committed Christian Attorney will stand with you!

• Personal Injury
• Church Law
• Corporate Law

• Family Law
• Bankruptcy
• Real Property

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

Reasonable fees • Call to inquire

1-800-533-7707
EAST LA, ORANGE, RIVERSIDE & WEST SAN BERNARDINO COUNTIES

BOOKS
Books; All the Early Church Fathers and all works of
John Calvin, $100. You must pick up, (909) 596-4880.

CAREGIVER

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, member
of National and California Association of Realtors.
Need help? Call Western Brokerage at (909) 8222923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. Email Henry@
westernbrokerageco.com; www.westernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

CHURCH SPACE
AVAILABLE
Church space available
Rancho Cucamonga
Sunday afternoons and Wednesday
evenings. Located between the 10 and 210
freeways. Fully air-conditioned, social hall,
classrooms, nursery. Plenty of parking.
ÈÓÈ®ÊxÎÈÇ{ÇäÊUÊÃi>`>ÝJ}>°V

Free room & board plus salary for live-in experienced
care-giver for elderly Christian lady in Costa Mesa.
Also, part-time experienced caregiver needed. Call
Mayda (949) 735-7977.

Temecula, Sanctuary seats 250, 4 classrooms.
$1,800 per month. (951) 308-1888.

CHURCHES FOR RENT

DANCE

Church in Colton, CA. 6,500 square feet. Nave
seats 130. Offices, classrooms, kitchen, and other
amenities. Established conditional use permit
included. $3,000 per month. 1-800-349-6906.

THE WORD IN MOTION

CHURCHES AVAILABLE
FOR SHARED LEASE
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary
seats 150, 3 classrooms, kitchen,
pastor’s ofﬁce, $2,000 per month.
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary
seats 600, 4 classrooms, $3,500 per
month.
Ontario: Sanctuary seats 250+, 4
classrooms, fellowship hall, pastor’s
ofﬁce, kitchen, $2,500 per month.
San Bernardino: Sanctuary seats
225+, 2 classrooms, nursery and
fellowship hall. $1,500 per month.

Assure Pregnancy Clinic seeking bi-lingual (Spanish) Registered Nurse, 20 hours per week for pro-life
clinic opening in Fontana. OB experience preferred.
Call (909) 621-4800 or submit resume to: info@
assurepregnancy.org.

Dad is a hero
Lilly, now 16, recalls how her family
began receiving cards and letters from
all over the world encouraging them,

Fun, organized Christian DJ & wife will help you
plan & coordinate your event. We also teach
Swing, Salsa, Country & more. Lighting available.

www.JimHenryDJ.com
1-800-805-5497

E X A L T A T I O N S
Mobile DJ & Entertainment SVC
ALL STYLES of
CHRISTIAN MUSIC
for ANY OCCASION

(951) 522-6843

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training,
certificate & placement. $395 (626) 552-2885.

HELP WANTED

MUSIC/MUSICIANS
New, refreshing, unique music! “Original Worship”
by The Matthews Family. Listen now at www.matthewsfamilyLA.com. Free CD download to first 25
who share the link, then email info@matthewsfamilyLA.com for the code.

Church/School for Sale

OFFICE SPACE

Expressive Arts Academy

Ofﬁce space available
Rancho Cucamonga
One room space, furnished, airconditioned, utilities paid.
Call 626 536-7470

Raising Standards of
>À>VÌiÀÊUÊÌi}ÀÌÞÊUÊ ÝViiViÊÊÌ iÊÀÌÃ
-)-% s 6/#!, s $2!-! s -53)# ,%33/.3
“Dynamo” program for special needs children
"!,,%4 s 4!0 s *!:: s -/$%2. s ,92)#!,
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Instruction enhanced by all styles of Christian music

17487 Arrow Blvd.
Fontana, California

SERVICES
Delicious fresh organic dairy and meat delivered
to your door. Grass feed, grass finished, koshur.
organicfoodnow@yahoo.com.

SINGLES

Ages—3 yrs. thru Adult
(951) 522-6843

www.wordinmotion-clubap2g.com

Christian singles activities for Southern California
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance,
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com
or call (714) 622-4002.

DONATIONS

VACATION RENTALS

We send Bibles and Christian Literature to prisoners, but low on funds. Can you send a donation to
Shiloh Int. Ministries Inc., P.O. Box 7157 Laverne,
CA 91750

Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

Anne Marie Dunn, Director

Upland: Sanctuary seats 125, 2
classrooms, kitchen. $1,600 per month.
Call 909 987-9436 or 951 313-7972
Harold E. Miller - Broker
churchbroker@gmail.com

Shadow Mountain Ministries is looking for a Web
Developer with at least two years of experience with
.Net websites. Fax (619) 590-1714 or email resume
to jerry.harder@shadowmountain.org.

“The people in there have no hope,”
he said. “They are just waiting to die.”
Weihan gave them the hope of Jesus,
preaching the Gospel to his cellmates
and baptizing everyone who believed.
“I told them that Jesus can give them
new life,” he said.
He also preached to the guards, some
of whom turned to Jesus in faith. When
Weihan asked for a Bible, a guard gave
him one that had been confiscated
from a prisoner, and Weihan started a
Bible study in his cell.
“China isn’t like America,” he said
through Lilly. “You can’t do prison
ministry. Somebody has to actually
become a prisoner to preach to them.”
Weihan was not the only one who
suffered during his imprisonment.
His wife was deprived of her husband
and his children of their father. His
daughters, Lilly and Grace, were told
their father was a criminal, that they
would never see him again.
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Chinese Christian endures torture, prison for aiding believers
By John Evans
DALLAS — Shi Weihan dangled
from a wall inside a Chinese prison,
handcuffed to a hook. His interrogators doused him with frigid
water and tormented him with
electric shocks.
They pried for information:
How many Christian books did he
give out? What are the names and
phone numbers of the pastors he
gave them to?
“During that time, the outside
world did not know what was happening to me.”
Weihan would not remain anonymous for long. His imprisonment
under the Chinese government’s
religious crackdown would carry
him into national publications and
be chronicled in detail by the religious freedom monitor ChinaAid.
But Weihan’s journey into the
ranks of the persecuted faithful
began decades ago with no faith
at all.
“Growing up in a communist
country, I didn’t believe in God in
that time,” Weihan said over the
course of several interviews with
Baptist Press in October. “I thought
it was like a story, not true.”
In 1990, a Chinese man named
Joshua -- the matchmaker who
brought Weihan and his wife Zhang
Jing together -- gave a Bible to each
of them.
“He told me, ‘This book is very
good. You take it home to look at
it,” Weihan recounted. “Because he
was a new believer, he didn’t know
how to preach Gospel, but he told
me, ‘It’s good. You need a Bible.
You need the Gospel.’”
Five years later, at a Christmas
party hosted by Joshua, Weihan

proceed with the charges, but three
policemen kept tabs on him 24
hours a day.
“When we went to my father’s
home to have dinner, people followed us,” Weihan said. “When we
went to a friend’s home, they followed us too. When we went to the
market, they followed us -- everywhere.”
On March 19, 2008, authorities
arrested Weihan once again, charging him with being a “dangerous religious element.” Allowed very little
communication with his family or
attorney, he was forced to sign a
confession that he printed and distributed illegal publications. Prison
officials initially denied Weihan
medication for his diabetes, which
Open Doors News (formerly Compass Direct News) said caused severe weight loss that rendered him
“unrecognizable.”

and his wife placed their faith in
Jesus and were baptized the following year.
Translating literature
Over the next decade, Weihan
founded a house church called
Antioch Victory Church and started the Holy Spirit Trading Co., a
Christian publishing house. His
company worked to translate Christian books into Chinese and also
sold Christian literature with government permission.
But the lack of Christian books
and Bibles among many Christians
spurred Weihan to give them away
to believers across China -- without
government authorization.
“In America, you can go to a
bookstore and find many Christian books, and you can buy a Bible
from Walmart,” he said. “But in
China, you can’t find a Bible in a
typical bookstore or market. It’s not
legal.”
Giving away the books was risky;
a Chinese Christian was sentenced
to two years in prison for merely receiving three unauthorized Christian books.
“But our people need the teaching from God,” Weihan said. “They
need God’s Word.”
Arrested
In the early morning hours of
Nov. 28, 2007, about 30 police officers swarmed Weihan’s home and
hauled him away, also raiding the
Holy Spirit Trading Co.
The police tortured Weihan as
they demanded to know how many
books he gave out, the identities of
pastors and where he preached the
Gospel.
“In that time, I prayed to God, ‘I

Shi Weihan speaks with his wife from Beijing’s Haidian Detention Center, where
he spent most of his three years in prison for giving out Christian books and
Bibles without government authorization.

didn’t do anything wrong. I’m trying to preach the Gospel. I don’t
want to do something wrong to my
government,’” Weihan recalled.
Police also arrested his wife in
front of their daughters, Grace
and Lilly. Zhang was released after
questioning, but police also took
Weihan’s younger brother and
his wife into custody. Weihan said
the police tortured his brother so
severely that they caused kidney
damage.

Weihan was charged with illegal
printing and distribution of Christian literature, but by this time his
case had garnered international attention. News of his arrest landed
in USA Today, placing an unwelcome spotlight on China as it tried
to convince the world ahead of the
2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing
that it protects religious freedom.
Weihan was released on bail in
January 2008 after authorities said
there wasn’t enough evidence to

Sentenced to prison
On June 10, 2009, Weihan was
sentenced to three years in prison
and fined $22,000 for illegal business practices. He said his attorney
was under house arrest and could
not attend the court session.
The sentence included time
served since his first arrest, meaning he would have to spend the
next year and a half in prison.
“I was not surprised that I was
arrested and put in jail, because
in Bible times, Jesus was tortured,”
Weihan said through his daughter
Lilly’s translation.
During his time in prison, he
shared cells with as many as 30
other people, some of them murderers.
See PRISONER, page 19

