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Movies
New documentary 
chronicles trials and 
tragedies of Laurie, others

See SOCIAL MEDIA, page 8

By Lori Arnold

VENTURA — Critics who say churches are 
stodgy, irrelevant and out of touch, may want to 
think again, especially when it comes to the fast-
paced advances of social media.

According to a June survey by Barna Group, 21 
percent of churches are using Twitter, while 70 per-
cent have adopted Facebook as a communication re-
source. Those numbers refl ect a signifi cant change 
over just two years ago, when 14 percent of 
churches reported using Twitter and 57 
percent tapping into Facebook.

It’s not just savvy young people fu-
eling the connection for churches, 
the survey found. Twitter usage 
among clergy was a percentage 
point higher on Twitter (23 per-
cent), but lagged a few points (66 
percent) for Facebook. Pastoral 
use over that time was most sig-
nifi cant for Twitter with a 77 
percent increase, while Face-
book connections increased 
by 12 percent.

 In addition, more than one 
in fi ve (22 percent) have a 
personal blog.

“Social media is here to 
stay, especially as younger 
leaders come to be senior pas-
tors,” said David Kinnaman, 
president of Barna Group and 
the director of the Barna study 
on social media. 

Just as the general population, 
age and resources tend to play a fac-
tor in who uses social media in church-
es. Forty-four percent of churches that 
have an average attendance of at least 
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Education
Study shows many charter 
schools fare no better 
than public schools
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Phil Cooke
Should we support 
‘Christian’ projects 
from Hollywood?

Pastors and churches 
embrace social media

By Patti Townley-Covert

SAN BERNARDINO —The 
problems started with drugs and 
alcohol. Then came the DUI and a 
high-speed pursuit, the loss of a job 
in the medical profession, an angry 
wife and six hungry kids—one with 
mental and physical disabilities.

Accepting Jesus Christ and at-
tending church was a step toward 
hope, but the ex-con needed so 
much more. A woman at San 
Bernardino Community Church 
knew just who to call—Tim White, 
founder and president of X-Cons 4 
Christ, and his wife Kelli, the non-
profi t’s CEO.

White is no stranger to the prob-
lems of an ex-con. From age 17 un-
til one month and eight days before 
his 40th birthday, he’d been in and 
out of prison. And, he said, only 
God kept him from being locked 
up for life.

In his youth, White said, he strug-
gled with violence, but eventually 
his incarcerations became more 
drug-related—at least until 90 days 
before his fi nal release. Then he 
got placed in “Administrative Seg-
regation.”  

White said he was put in the 
“Hole” due to four charges stem-
ming from an incident in the pris-
on yard.

“Attempt to murder an inmate, 
assault with a deadly weapon, con-
spiracy to commit murder and con-
spiracy to introduce drugs into the 
prison.” 

Ex-cons swing 
doors open wide to 
freedom in Christ

Ex-con Tim White and his wife and 
Kelli became apartment managers in 
a tough San Bernardino neighborhood 
so they will have opportunities to 
impact the tenants for Christ.

If convicted he faced life with-
out any of its simple pleasures, like 
stopping for a fast-food hamburger, 
being able to come and go as he 
pleased or driving a car. 

He was terrifi ed.
According to White, a Christian 

friend had once asked if he’d ever 
thought about giving his life to the 
Lord. 

“Why would I?” White asked. 
While in the “Hole,” however, 

that question burned in his mind. 
So the inmate bargained with God. 

“I told Him, ‘Get me out of this, 
and I’ll change my life.’” 

White didn’t think about becom-
ing a Christian—he just made a deal 
with God. Then over the months 
ahead, he watched the Lord keep 
both sides of the bargain.

LA MIRADA — Nearly 80 years 
after the Bible Institute of Los An-
geles lighted its iconic neon “Je-
sus Saves” sign over its downtown 
building, the message has been vi-
sually resurrected at its La Mirada 
campus.

“Biola University is making a 
statement about how central that 
message still is to our mission,” said 
President Barry H. Corey. “As long 
as Biola has existed and will exist, 
proclaiming ‘Jesus Saves’ will be 
central to who we are.”

Biola, as the university has been 
called since before it moved away 
from the downtown, unveiled a 
replica of one of its historic signs 
during its May undergraduate com-
mencement ceremony.

According to university offi cials, 
the replica—part of an installment 
that includes a giant mesh photo-
graph of Biola’s original building 

in downtown Los Angeles, topped 
by a working “Jesus Saves” sign—
will be displayed on the west face 
of Biola’s parking structure. Part of 
the new installation was paid for by 
members of this year’s graduating 
class. 

The original sign was constructed 
in 1935, thanks to a donation by a 
Biola radio listener from Riverside. 
It was lit in a public ceremony that 
drew 3,000 people to the school on 
Feb. 17, 1935. Several years later a 
second sign was added to the build-
ing, located at Sixth and Hope 
streets.

“It is such an iconic symbol of our 
heritage and history, said Irene Neller, 
vice president of university communi-
cations and marketing. “People who 
haven’t been connected with Biola in 
20 or 30 years (will) want to come back 
and see it. It’s going to be one of those 
landmarks on campus that people are 

going to want to congregate around 
to see it.”

Even after Biola moved to La Mi-
rada in 1959, the signs remained 
on the downtown building. Thir-
ty years later, pastor Gene Scott 
bought the two signs and moved 
them to the Los Angeles Univer-
sity Cathedral, formerly the United 
Artists Theatre. In 2011, one of the 
signs was moved to the Faith Cen-
ter in Glendale, pastored by Scott’s 
wife. The other sign currently re-
mains in downtown L.A., on top of 
the building that is soon to open as 
the Ace Hotel.

 
A mural on the side of the parking 
structure at Biola University features 
a photo of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles at its former location at 
Sixth and Hope streets in downtown. 
Adoring the mural is a reproduction 
of the school’s iconic “Jesus Saves” 
sign, which was fi rst installed in 1935.

Biola unveils replica of iconic ‘Jesus Saves’ sign



2 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • July 2013 IE www.christianexaminer.com

UPLAND 
MANOR  

(909) 985-1215
www.uplandmanor.com

Christian Senior Living

Now accepting new patients
Most insurance plans accepted

ILLNESSES TREATED
Lupus
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■  Associate and Bachelor Degrees
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“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” - II Tim 2:15

New Student Scholarships Available

By Lori Arnold

RIVERSIDE — Nearly fi ve years 
after losing his oldest son, Christo-
pher, in a solo freeway crash in Riv-
erside, evangelist Greg Laurie is re-
leasing “Hope for Hurting Hearts,” 
a documentary on his journey.

Produced by New Revolution 
Entertainment and Lifeway Films, 
and narrated by Dr. James Dobson, 
the documentary also features 
insights from Laurie’s wife, Cathe, 
and intimate glimpses into the 
struggles of fellow evangelist Nick 
Vujicic, who was born with limbs, 
and musician Jeremy Camp, who 
lost his fi rst wife to cancer.

“To go back and go step-by-step 
through it and relive it again is al-
ways painful even to this present 
day,” Laurie said of shooting the 
documentary. “It’s not something 
I enjoy doing, but it’s something 

I’m willing to do because I know by 
telling my story it builds a bridge to 
someone else.”

The documentary was originally 
planned as a companion to his 
earlier book by the same name, 
a work he describes as dispatches 
from the valley. 

“This book was written in the im-
mediate aftermath of my son going 
to heaven,” said Laurie, founder 
of Harvest Christian Fellowship, 
Harvest Crusades and Harvest 
America. “I wanted to chronicle 
what I was experiencing as close 
as I could to real time because it 
was my hope that this would be a 
tool that could be placed in the 
hands of a person who has lost a 
loved one or had some dramatic 
situation and say to them, ‘Don’t 
give up hope.’”

Early on in the process of doing 
the documentary, Laurie’s col-
laborator, Dwight Thompson Jr., 
suggested adding the stories of 
others who overcame suffering or 
grief. With an eye toward helping 
churches minister to their commu-
nities, a weeklong world premier 
will be offered by way of free, on-
demand, web-based simulcasts, set 
for July 10 to 14.

“I think the end result is going 
to be very comforting for many 
people,” Laurie said. “I always 
speak on the message of hope, es-
pecially in the aftermath of having 
my son die. I just think there are 
so many hopeless people out there, 
and it has been said if you preach 

to hurting people you will never 
lack an audience. I’ve discovered 
that personally in so many ways.”

Using fi lm as a medium often 
has a more compelling draw than 
books, said Laurie, whose previous 
biographical fi lm “Lost Boy: The 
Next Chapter,” has earned eight 
international fi lm festival awards.

“It touches you and impacts 
you in a different way because it’s 
visual, it includes powerful music, 
of course, the imagery and the 
story itself,” he said. “When its all 
said and done what people really 
want to hear is an inspiring story.

“You can have all of the special ef-
fects you want, but if the story isn’t 
good, it isn’t really going to go any-
where. What’s important about this 
story is it’s true. These are four true 
stories of people that have dealt 
with and are dealing with pain.”

Hope in heartbreak
Although Laurie had worked 

with both Vujicic and Camp 
through his crusades, he said he 
was moved as he saw their stories 
unfold during the fi lming.

Through his international speak-
ing ministry, Vujicic has been open 
about his bouts of depression and 
ongoing bullying as a child.

“This is a man who has suffered 
throughout his entire life,” Laurie 
said. “Born with a severe disability, 
not having any limbs, and yet he 
inspires audiences all around the 
world with his message of hope.”

Camp’s widely shared testimony 

Greg and Cathe Laurie share about their journey of grief in loss in the new 
documentary “Hope for Hurting Hearts.” The fi lm also explores the stories of 
evangelist Nick Vujicic and musician Jeremy Camp.

Hopeful Hearts
New documentary chronicles trials and
tragedies of Laurie, Vujicic and Camp

centers on the grief he endured af-
ter the loss of his fi rst wife, Melissa, 
to ovarian cancer at the age of 21. 
They had been married not quite 
four months when she passed away.

“It was very touching,” Laurie 
said of the musician’s narrative.” 
It’s a beautiful love story with a 
tragic ending, yet at the same time 
Jeremy brings a hopeful message 
of how he lifted up his arms and 
sang praise songs to the Lord only 
moments after his wife was called 
home to heaven.”

Each story, Laurie said, offers its 
own hope for others.

“Both Cathe and I are telling 
the same story but from different 
perspectives,” he said. “There’s a 
similarity in them in because we all 
found hope in Christ.”

In the limelight
Laurie admits being a public 

fi gure dealing with grief has been 
a mixed bag as he’s dealt with well-
meaning but often hurtful com-
ments from complete strangers. At 
the same time, he said his family 
has benefi ted from “thousands and 
thousands of people praying.”

The biggest plus, however, has 
been the ability to empathize with 
others.

“It gives me the credibility to 
speak into their pain,” he said. 

“I have a platform to help other 
people. I don’t want to waste my 
pain, and so I am able to be a voice 
for others who are hurting.”

For more information or to register 
for the world premier simulcast, visit 
www.hope.harvest.org.

Find us online at
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By Lori Arnold

LONG BEACH — Parents who 
opt for public charter schools in an 
effort to improve their children’s 
education may want to reconsider 
after an in-depth study reveals 
there is virtually no difference in 
the academic achievement of pub-
lic and charter schools.

The study also found that private 
school students excelled well be-
yond those in public and charter 
schools.

“I really expected going in that 
faith-based schools, Christian 
schools, would do the best, even 
when you controlled for such 
things as socio-economic status, 
parental involvement, selectivity, 
you name it,” said William Jeynes, 
a California State University, Long 
Beach professor who conducted 
the three year study. “What I didn’t 
anticipate is that there is essentially 
no difference between the public 
charter schools vs. traditional pub-
lic schools.”

Jeynes’ discovery came after he 
completed a research approach 
known as a meta-analysis, in which 
various studies and papers, includ-
ing theses and dissertations, are 
combined in order to determine 
patterns and trends

In his education study, Jeynes 
said he sifted through nearly 1,000 
reports before whittling down his 
sample to about 90 different stud-
ies covering the topic of education. 

“God has been faithful and 
opened up a lot doors to speak be-
fore government offi cials largely 
because very few people have time 
to read through 90 or 100 studies,” 
the Christian professor said.

The survey compared such things 
as graduation rates, test scores and 
teacher ratings.

Because the scope of meta-analysis 
is so wide, they tend to have higher 
readership, Jeynes said. His study was 
featured in the Peabody Journal of 
Education and will be published in 
book form early next year.

The researcher, a Harvard gradu-
ate who is a senior fellow at the 
Witherspoon Institute in Princeton 
New Jersey, said he decided to un-
dertake the study because of the 
swift growth in charter schools na-
tionwide and a challenge given to 
him by one of his professors.

“If you fi nd a hole in the re-

By Lori Arnold

Arizona charter school students are 
showing the strongest strides nationally, 
while their California counterparts only 
fared about average when enrolled in 
the non-traditional education option.

 William Jeynes—the California State 
University, Long Beach professor who 
conducted the in-depth meta-analysis 
research comparing student success 
with traditional public school, public 
charter schools and private, mostly 
faith-based schools—said charter 
school programs that are initiated by 
parents and which focus on character 
development and respect for faith 
tend do better. 

Governments, he said, do a disservice 
to charter schools and the families they 
serve when they approach the reform 
from a strictly economic perspective. 

“They are not in tune with what par-
ents want,” he said, suggesting families 
are more interested in morality and 
character development. “I think that 
the charter school movement works 
best when it is more of a grassroots 
movement and slowly develops as 
opposed to politicians almost foisting 
their perspectives on their constitu-
ency.”

Jeynes said much of the support 
for Arizona’s program has come from 
Christian families.

 “States and cities where they 
recognized that there is a need for 
character education, there’s a need 
for self-disciplined lives, there’s a need 
for high expectations, faith should be 
respected—those are the states and 
cities that did the best,” Jeynes said.

Also doing well according to the 
research comparison was Minnesota, 
which launched the concept in 1991.

“They probably have the most devel-
oped, certainly longest lasting system 
of public charter schools, and so they 
are well above average and well above 
traditional public school students,” 
Jeynes said.

California charter schools, operated 
under the purview of local school 
districts, hovered in the middle of the 
pack, the researcher said.

“They were somewhere around 
average, but nothing spectacular in 
one direction or the other,” Jeynes 
said. “I wasn’t surprised. There really 
does seem to be a correlation between 
who initiates the move toward charter 
schools and how well the students do.”

Jeynes said that while the fi ndings on 
charter schools was disappointing, per-
forming no better than public schools, 
private Christians schools proved to 
be big winners—a stark contrast to 
naysayers who have been predicting 
the demise of the parochial schools 
for the past decade or so.

“I think people are beginning to 
understand their contribution in a 
deeper way than before and, secondly, 
people are beginning to understand 
that maybe, even through the reces-
sion, that there are a lot of people out 
there who would love to send their 
children to Christian schools, but just 
can’t afford it. They need help.”

Jeynes said he believes faith-based 
schools are so successful because they 
demand higher standards from stu-
dents, insisting that students take hard 
courses, do homework every day and go 
on to college. All of these expectations 
are balanced by solid ethical and moral 
teachings that can’t be imitated in the 
public sector.

“This probably should come as 
no surprise that this translates into 
higher levels of achievement,” he 
said. “As a teacher in a Christian 
school you can convey to your stu-
dents that God made you with a 
purpose. You have a purpose in 
life. You have a direction. You are 
not here by an accident. You are 
on a mission whether your realize 
that or not. God has made you for 
a reason, and you were not an af-
terthought. Those types of exhorta-
tions can clearly no longer be made 
in public schools, and yet that 
makes a big, big difference in the 
lives of children.”

Grassroots movement bodes 
best for charter school programs

Study shows charter schools fare no better than public schools
search, that’s where you should di-
rect your course,” Jeynes said.

“It seemed to me, with the in-
creasing popularity of charter 
schools, that the time was right 
for a meta-analysis that looked not 
only at traditional public schools 
and compared them with Christian 
schools, but also public charter 
schools because, especially over the 
last 20 years, (they) have become 
very popular.”

In recent years, the charter 
school movement has exploded as 
parents, concerned over academic 
standards, liberal-leaning curricula 
and increased violence on campus, 
have sought out inexpensive alter-
natives to public schools. Charter 
schools, which offer more parental 
involvement and fl exibility, have 
widely been viewed as a positive ad-
dition to the school choice move-
ment.

Explosive growth
According to the National Center 

for Education Statistics, enrollment 
in K-12 charter schools increased by 
259 percent, from 448,343, from the 
2000-01 school year, the fi rst year they 
were tracked, to 1.61 million in 2009-
10, the latest data available. During 
that same time period the number of 
schools increased from 1,993 to 4,952, 
a 148 percent increase.

“Much of the idea behind char-
ter schools is to try to mimic some 
of the advantages of attending a 
faith-based school: to try to give 
the leadership more fl exibility to 
do what needs to be done; to be 
more sensitive to what the parents 
want; to offer more of a one-on-one 
relationship with the teacher and 
the child,” Jeynes said. “Obviously, 
they can’t copy everything, and I 
guess one can argue, especially as a 
result of this study, that maybe they 
can’t imitate some of the more im-
portant components of what gives 
Christian schools the edge.”

Part of the problem as Jeynes 
sees it is that the government is 
often too quick to adopt new re-
forms nationally. Since 1994, for 
instance, three different education 
reform bills have been implement-
ed nationwide: Bill Clinton’s Goals 
2000,”George W. Bush’s No Child 
Left Behind and Barack Obama’s 
Common Core, the latter of which 
states are now in the process of 
adopting.

Take it slow
The Long Beach professor said 

he believes a much better approach 
is to run pilot programs in several 
key cities to monitor the results 
before changing direction on a na-
tionwide scale.

“Historically speaking, perhaps 
because God’s blessed (America) 
with prosperity and material wealth 

over the years, but we’ve had a tra-
dition at the government level of 
saying, ‘This looks good, this looks 
nice, let’s throw a few billion here 
and a few billion there, and let’s see 
if this works.’

“What this research suggests is 
that we need to slow down and re-
ally examine what are the types of 
schools in which our students do 

the best. It turns out that it’s Chris-
tian schools, and yes they cost a bit, 
but it seems they are worth it.”

In addition to the journal re-
port, Jeynes recently presented 
the information to the faculty 
at Notre Dame University. He is 
also a frequent guest speaker at 
Harvard, Cambridge and Oxford 
universities.

The study showed that charter school programs—and private Christian schools—that are initiated by parents and which 
focus on character development and respect for faith tend do better. 
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By now, you have probably heard 
a lot about the IRS scandal. To sum 
it up, the IRS is being investigated 
by Congress for targeting conserva-
tive groups that have applied for 
nonprofi t status. Although you may 
have some knowledge of the scan-
dal, do you know how this issue im-
pacts your own personal liberties?

In effect, the government is dis-
criminating against philosophi-
cal viewpoints, which violates the 
freedom of speech of those orga-
nizations that are being targeted. 
Although limited to relatively few 
organizations, the government’s 
conduct amounts to far more than 
the mere denial of nonprofi t status 
to a few organizations. Instead, the 
government is attempting to limit 
or outright prohibit one philo-
sophical perspective from being 
promoted. 

Over the past few weeks, some 
interesting stories have come to 
light through testimony from con-
servative groups. One organizer of 
a pro-life group said an IRS offi cial 
asked the group to pledge that they 
would not picket the pro-abortion 

organization, Planned Parenthood, 
if they wanted their tax-exempt 
application to be approved. In an-
other instance, the head of an edu-
cational group called Linchpins 
of Liberty said the IRS wanted the 
organization to reveal the names of 
his students as if they were crimi-
nals for participating in his organi-
zation. 

The ire of American patriots 
should be stirred to action—Re-
publicans, Democrats and Indepen-
dents alike. The feelings aroused in 
me are as alarming as the feelings I 
had when reading a recent biogra-
phy of Detrich Bonhoeffer, a Ger-
man pastor who attempted to dis-
mantle Adolf Hitler and the Third 
Reich from the inside. The book 
described the strategies and moti-
vations of the Nazis in the silencing 
of their philosophical opponents. 
Today, we must remember the past 
and learn from it.

As American citizens, we must 
recognize the gravity of the IRS 
scandal. While we would expect to 
hear this type of governmental in-
timidation against opposing view-

points in Nazi-era Ger-
many or today in North 
Korea, Cuba and Iran, 
we don’t expect to hear 
of it coming from the 
United States govern-
ment. What makes the 
United States immune 
from individuals cling-
ing to power and turn-
ing it into a communist 
country? Nothing, so 
long as no one stands 
to defend our God-given liberties, 
which are affi rmed in the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

Although the overreach of the 
IRS is alarming, we can’t ignore the 
fact that individual states like Cali-
fornia are actively pursuing to sup-
press viewpoints that are contrary 
to the political party in control of 
the state. For example, the Califor-
nia legislature is currently debating 
a bill that would remove the state’s 
nonprofi t designation of youth 
organizations if they discriminate 
against homosexuals. Christian-
based youth organizations that 

don’t permit its lead-
ers to be homosexu-
als would be subject 
to this bill and would 
lose their nonprofi t 
status for purposes 
of state taxation. 
This amounts to 
viewpoint discrimi-
nation because the 
government is at-
tempting to punish a 
particular viewpoint. 

Others at risk
If the state or federal govern-

ment will be allowed to continue to 
target individuals and groups that 
hold viewpoints contrary to con-
trolling government leaders, pun-
ishment will not stop with the Tea 
Party or the Boy Scouts of America! 
The punishment will play out in ev-
eryday life:

Churches and youth groups will 
be targeted and will lose their tax-
exempt status for their Christian 
viewpoint on social issues.

Pro-life advocates will be prohib-
ited from peacefully protesting in 

front of Planned Parenthood or 
other abortion clinics.

Student-led Bible study groups 
like Campus Crusade for Christ will 
be banned from public school cam-
puses.

Though this seems outlandish, 
it’s not. These are all scenarios that 
have become increasingly familiar 
and will get worse if the govern-
ment continues to actively seek out 
and silence opinions and perspec-
tives that are contrary to its own.  

We just encountered a real-life 
example this month when a gentle-
man was threatened to be arrested 
for “disturbing the peace” under 
the California Penal Code. What 
act of disturbance was he commit-
ting? He simply stood on a public 
sidewalk holding a sign that read, 
“Christians, please share your faith 
with others. Jesus is coming soon.” 
He was told by an offi cer that he 
would be arrested if he came back 
again. 

Left unchecked, all governmental 
agencies will have the ability to target 

In spite of the raging 
success of this spring’s 
“The Bible” series on 
The History Channel, 
there are still Chris-
tian critics of recent 
efforts by Hollywood 
to produce Christian 
themed movies and 
TV programming. 

I was in a meeting 
recently where we 
discussed the record-
breaking audience for “The Bible” 
series, and one well-meaning Chris-
tian in the group said, “But it’s SO 
inaccurate!”  

Every time a project like “The 
Blindside,” “The Chronicles of Nar-
nia,” “The Bible” and others come 
out, there is always a group of Chris-
tians who have an issue with some 
aspect of the theology, doctrine or 
portrayals in the fi lm. In most cases, 
the complainers mean well, but in 
spite of inaccuracies or doctrinal is-
sues, here’s why I think we need to 
support these projects:

• Hollywood is fi nally getting the 

message that 91-plus 
million evangelical 
Christians in the Unit-
ed States take their 
faith seriously, and it’s 
interested in reach-
ing that audience. 
This is a major break-
through. For the past 
30 years, in movies or 
prime time TV, most 
Christians were por-
trayed as pedophiles, 

serial killers or child abusers. Now, 
the entertainment industry real-
ized that this is a vast audience who 
should be treated seriously, and 
we’re seeing a sea-change in the 
way Christians are portrayed.

• Hollywood is now spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars mar-
keting these projects to the world. 
When The History Channel is 
spending tens of millions of dollars 
advertising “The Bible” to the world, 
we need to get behind it. Add all the 
other major studio projects, and 
the exposure to biblically themed 
projects is amazing. As a result of 

that series alone, millions of people 
are now watching Bible stories, buy-
ing the DVD and reading the book. 
How can this be a bad thing?

• The Bible is now water cooler 
conversation. Christians who were 
once afraid to discuss their faith at 
the offi ce are now fi nding that talk-
ing about the Bible is actually cool! 
Because these movies and TV pro-
grams bring up the issue, Christians 
not only are more comfortable talk-
ing about it but are also there to an-
swer questions their co-workers and 
friends have about the Bible.

• As Hollywood talent agent Kim 
Dorr said about the Bible series re-
cently: “Granted they are telescop-
ing the entire Bible into 10 hours 
of television. Granted there are 
places where they’ve had to jump 
through hundreds of years of world 

history. But the FACT that Mark 
Burnett and Roma Downey pitched 
a miniseries about THE BIBLE, 
SOLD IT, SHOT IT and have it on 
a cable network where millions of 
people are watching it and discuss-
ing it—is extraordinary. In watch-
ing the episodes, there have been 
moments of such theological in-
sight that my husband and I have 
stopped many times to discuss how 
the scene broadened or deepened 
something in our faith. To get that 
from something airing on TV is ex-
traordinary.” 

• If the Christian community 
could act as one, we could make a 
powerful difference in the culture. 
We wonder why we’re not impact-
ing the world, and yet these fi lms 
and TV programs are a great exam-
ple of how we criticize each other, 

rather than support each other. 
Check out the website www.as1.org 
to fi nd out just how important it is 
for us to work together.

Unity matters  
If we’re going to impact the 

world, we need to stand together. 
We can nitpick each other’s proj-
ects until Jesus comes, but when He 
arrives, He won’t be happy with the 
result. The portrayal of King David 
might not be what you expect. The 
dialogue on the road to Damascus 
might not be exactly what’s in the 
biblical text. Did Jesus carry the 
whole cross or just a beam?  

The point is these big budget 
projects are telling the story of the 
Bible to the world, and it’s our job 
to follow up with our friends, family 
and co-workers and fi ll in the de-
tails. We have a role to play in this, 
and it’s not just to be critics.

Phil Cooke, Ph.D. is a fi lmmaker 
and media consultant at Cooke 
Pictures, in Burbank. Find out more 
at cookepictures.com. 

Without the slightest hint of iro-
ny, President Obama said last week, 
“If people can’t trust not only the 
executive branch but also don’t 
trust Congress, and don’t trust fed-
eral judges, to make sure that we’re 
abiding by the Constitution with 
due process and rule of law, then 
we’re going to have some problems 
here.”  

Yes we are, because more and 
more of us don’t trust govern-
ment. In fact, according to the Pew 
Research Center for the People 
and the Press, “trust in the federal 
government remains mired near a 
historic low, while frustration with 
government remains high.” Fur-
thermore, notes Pew, a “majority of 
the public says that the federal gov-
ernment threatens their personal 
rights and freedoms.”  

What has led to this distrust? The 
Benghazi cover-up, the IRS fi asco, 
the Justice Dept.’s monitoring of 
reporters, the commandeering of 
phone records of private citizens in 

the name of national 
security, “data min-
ing,” the so-called “kill 
list,” drones with the 
power to spy and kill, 
the proliferation of 
surveillance cameras, 
DNA swabs after ar-
rests, Obamacare, un-
restrained spending 
and unending debt. 
This is the federal gov-
ernment encroaching 
on our civil liberties.  

The federal government long ago 
exceeded its constitutional bound-
aries. It has reached into our public 
schools, our colleges and universi-
ties, our wombs, our wallets; Con-
gress banned incandescent light 
bulbs, Bloomberg tried to ban Big 
Gulps, and now government wants 
to insert itself into our health care. 
Government does few things well, 
but it does them at great expense.  

A loss of some privacy was sup-
posed to be the price we had to 

pay for security fol-
lowing 9-11. President 
Obama declared the 
war against terror-
ism over, but the sur-
veillance expanded. 
Now, it seems there 
are more cameras out 
there then there are 
cicadas.  

The president 
claims, “Nobody is 
listening to your tele-

phone calls.” But the government 
has the ability to listen. Michael 
Isikoff of NBC News, citing two 
former U.S. intelligence offi cials, 
reports, “The National Security 
Agency has at times mistakenly 
intercepted the private email mes-
sages and phone calls of Americans 
who had no link to terrorism, re-
quiring Justice Department offi -
cials to report the errors to a secret 
national security court and destroy 
the data.” Oops.  

When I was a kid, some of my 

relatives had party line telephones. 
People shared the same phone 
line, but were assigned different 
numbers of rings so you’d know 
which call was yours. My cousins 
and I eavesdropped on other peo-
ple’s conversations. Will the federal 
government now take listening in 
to a new level?  

We have an “on the one hand, 
but on the other hand” attitude 
about security. On the one hand we 
want to be safe; on the other hand 
we don’t like government intruding 
on our rights because once we’ve 
lost them, they will be diffi cult to 
regain. The notion that we should 
trust government is foolish and 
dangerous. Government offi cials, 
like all human beings, have the ca-
pacity to do wrong, as well as right. 
That’s why the Founders gave us 
a Constitution, to control govern-
ment that “the blessings of liberty” 
might be secured.  

Here’s some history for those 
who missed it in history class: 

“The powers delegated by the proposed 
Constitution ... are few and defi ned. 
Those which are to remain in the State 
governments are numerous and indefi -
nite.” — James Madison

“Freedom is lost gradually from an 
uninterested, uninformed, and unin-
volved people.” — Thomas Jefferson 

On this 64th anniversary of the 
publication of George Orwell’s 
novel, “1984,” uninterested, 
uninformed and uninvolved 
Americans should consider his 
concocted language called “New-
speak,” which includes: “War is 
peace; freedom is slavery, igno-
rance is strength.”  

President Obama is speak-
ing in “Newspeak” when he says 
government can be trusted. 
Government cannot be trusted. 
We—and he—must trust the 
Constitution.  

© 2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc.  

Should we support ‘Christian’ projects from Hollywood?

Phil Cooke

Cal Thomas

Newspeak: When government can’t be trusted 

IRS scandal reinforces need for vigilance

We have a role to play in this, 
and it’s not just to be critics.

Robert Tyler

See TYLER, page 8
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Turning Point International Ministries
presents

Back To School Supply Give Away
Saturday July 27, 2013                                      

10:00am                                                                           

Westwind Park
2425 E. Riverside Drive, Ontario

(Between Archibald & Vineyard. Picnic Area 1, 2, 3 & 4) 

For information, call
(909) 930-9331

We will be handing out 
Book Bags, Notebook Paper, 
Pens, Pencils, Crayons, 
Rulers,Gift Certifi cates for 
shoes and more. 
(While supplies last)

Children must be present!

By Lori Arnold

NORTH HOLLYWOOD — A 
faith journey by its very nature is 
free-wheeling and uncertain, but 
the expedition can get even more 
unpredictable when you take a 
stand against cultural norms.

The Revs. Jose A. Poch, Don 
Kroeger and Lawrence Bausch not 
only lived in the wake of taking such 
a stand, but they also had to lead 
their fl ocks through the sea change 
after disaffi liating their congrega-
tions from the Episcopal Church.

“We are stronger than ever,” 
said Poch, who leads St. David’s 
Anglican Church in North Holly-
wood. “I have been strengthened 
tremendously by what we have 
gone through. We may have lost 
our building, but we have not lost 
our faith. We have not lost our vi-
sion of who we as Christians need 
and must be in the world. We will 
continue the ministry. It may be in 
a different place. We will still reach 
out to everyone with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We have not retreated 
one iota.”

Since 2000, 1,000 former Epis-
copal congregations have broken 
away from the denomination over 
theological differences that they say 
have strayed away from the sound 
doctrine of the gospels. In addition 
to leaving the denomination, all 
three congregations were sued—
and lost—over the legal rights to 
their church properties.

“The journey has been a diffi cult 
one because a lot of money has 
been spent and a lot of prayers have 
gone out to the Lord,” said Poch. 
“We think it was an unjust ruling. 
Every time we went to court they 
ruled against us, even though we 
had the deeds to the property.”

 Poch said the ruling is a slight to 
the hundreds of families who sup-
ported the church over the years.

“The people before us built this 
building,” he said. “The diocese or 
the Episcopal Church never put 
any money in the building. We did. 
We maintained it. We supported it. 
Everything was ours, and then all of 
a sudden it wasn’t.”

St. David’s is still meeting on 
church grounds but must be out 
of the building within weeks even 
though they still don’t know where 
they will land. Of great concern 
for them is the fate of their memo-

Anglicans fi nd suffering, joy, redemption after exodus

Members of Holy Trinity in Ocean Beach vacated their beautiful property in December 2010. Now they rent space at 
Bethany Lutheran Church, down the street. The steeple at Bethany is visible in the background to the far right. 

rial rose garden, which contains the 
ashes of 17 people.

“We continue to be a strong 
body, united,” the North Holly-
wood rector said. “I cannot tell you, 
unfortunately, that we have grown 
tremendously through this process 
because it is a heavy thing to carry.”

Still, he admits no regret for 
their decision.

“Look, I’d rather have Jesus than 
have anything else, and that’s how 
our people feel as well,” he said. 
“It’s not that we don’t care or that 
we are willing to throw (the build-
ing) away. It has been taken from 
us.”

Grief and redemption
For Kroeger, the rector at Christ 

Church Fallbrook, the process was 
steeped in grief.

“I had joined the Episcopal 
Church as an adult and thought it 
was a wonderful discovery for me,” 
he said. “It was a wonderful bal-
ance of sacramental worship and 
reformed theology, strong belief in 
the Word of God, and that church 
began to change.”

Kroeger said he was pained to 
watch the denomination fall prey 
to secular views and the theology of 
popular culture.

“It became impossible for us to re-
main within that covering,” the rector 
said. “We believe in a spiritual headship, 
and our headship was at the point we 
did not believe that they were abiding 
by the Christian faith.”

Like Poch, the decision to leave came 
at a great personal cost for its members, 
who had purchased property for expan-
sion and already had plans approved for 
a new building. A substantial amount 
of money had been raised as part of its 
capital campaign.

“We lost all of that,” he said. “It 
seems a little strange sometimes to 
drive by the property and remem-
ber. But God had different plans. 
We are at peace with where we are.”

In addition to the loss of the 
building, the decision to disaffi li-
ate was not unanimous, prompting 
broken relationships.

“It was, I think, more of a time 
of real, deep grief because we had 
been sharing the faith,” their lead-
er said. “We had been sharing rela-
tionships and fellowship and all of 
that for years.

“There was a great deal of sad-
ness and almost shock over some 
of the people (who) responded in 
ways that had not been consistent 
with what we had experienced in 
the past. But emotions run high at 
a time like that. We had to offer it 
to the Lord for forgiveness and just 
move on, and we have.

United in spirit
Much of that peace came from 

an unlikely source: a nearby Pente-
costal church.

“They wanted to offer us a place 
to gather and worship and even 
provide offi ce space for free for as 
long as we needed so that we might 

be able to get started in a new loca-
tion,” Kroeger said.

Since 2009, that offer has 
morphed into a gift of surplus land 
adjacent to Living Waters’ facilities, 
where Christ Church has installed 
a modular building for its worship 
center. The Anglican church has re-
ciprocated by holding regular love 
offerings for their host congrega-
tion, pastored by Tim Zemanek.

“They haven’t asked a penny from 
us ever since we arrived,” the Fallbrook 
pastor said. “It is Christianity at its best.

“I found out that, spiritually, we 
both agree on the fundamentals of 
the gospel, which delighted both of 
us. It’s been a real, real living out of 
Christian love.”

The entire episode, Kroeger 
added, has provided a benefi cial 
teaching moment on the power of 
forgiveness.

“It’s fundamental to the gospel,” 
he said. “You know, if you can’t do 
that … The Scriptures are pretty 
strong about forgive and you will be 
forgiven. We found out that would 
be a good place to be.”

And, like the heart of the gospel, 
they discovered redemption.

“The interesting part about it is our 
church seats as many as the church we 
lost,” he said. “It’s a neat story of God’s 
abiding love for His people as long as 
they remain faithful.”

That abiding love has restored 
their joy.

“It’s such a time of peace and 
blessing and joy,” Kroeger said. 

“That inner tension that we were 
going through for years over what 
was happening with the church on 
a national level is gone. So we are 
now of one mind and one heart.”

New mission
At Holy Trinity, located in the 

San Diego community of Ocean 
Beach, fl exibility has been a defi n-
ing characteristic as parishioners 
continue to adjust to subletting 
space from another church—Beth-
any Lutheran—which means their 
Sunday service has moved to 8 
a.m., a change that is diffi cult for 
some because of the early hour. To 
compensate for those who can’t at-
tend the early Sunday service, mid-
week activities are offered at their 
church offi ce, which is now located 
in Point Loma. 

Since their December 2010 de-
parture, they have also had to adapt 
to watching the outreach ministries 
they launched at their former site, 
now being carried on without them.

“Our natural focus was outreach,” 
said Bausch, the congregation’s 
pastor. “Now that we don’t have 
the building anymore and they are 
continuing with the outreaches we 
started, we have to develop a new vi-
sion. What is our mission? We don’t 
have the presence that we did.”

While they are still processing 
those details, church members are 
also seeking a permanent location 
so that they can offer worship ser-
vices at a more convenient time and 
get their offi ces and worship center 
back at the same location.

Although all of the members at Holy 
Trinity left together, Bausch said the 
congregation has had to deal with the 
additional grief after a two-year spike 
in congregational deaths.

“We have a greater appreciation of 
the fragility of life,” he said.

Despite the suffering, Bausch said 
the congregation has benefi ted from 
the shifting as they have learned to 
more readily lean on Christ.

“As a comfortable Christian, we 
tend to treat God as a back up,” 
the pastor said. “He’s not just our 
co-pilot or a safety valve. Our suffer-
ing and loss makes that all the more 
real.

“The fundamental word that we 
used to describe Jesus is Savior,” 
Bausch said. “That means there is 
a clear implication we need to be 
saved from something.”
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By Lori Arnold

NEWPORT BEACH — The clock is 
ticking for St. David’s, which has been 
evicted and has until August to leave 
but must do so without its cherished 
memorial rose garden containing the 
ashes of 17 members.

In the same boat several years ago, 
Christ Church is now worshipping in its 
own building, thanks to the generous 
support of a neighboring congregation 
which offered them land and place to 
call home.

Members at Holy Trinity are splitting 
their time between donated digs a block 
away from their former church home 
and a rented suite where they host their 
mid-week activities.

Each of them empathizes with St. 
James Anglican Church, which was 
ordered on May 1 to hand over its 
Newport Beach campus to the Epis-
copal Diocese of Los Angeles after a 
protracted legal fi ght. Attorneys for 
St. James have not indicated whether 
they will appeal.

This scene has played out at nearly 
100 congregations across the country 
as conservative congregations break 
away from the Episcopal Church over 
policy changes that include the ordina-
tion of practicing homosexuals. Most 
of the breakaway churches, in keeping 
with their roots, have aligned with the 
Anglican Church of North America, 
which formed in 2008. Today the 
denomination represents more than 
100,000 Christians worshipping in 
1,000 churches in the United States 
and Canada.

The lawsuits centered on who was 
the rightful owner of the church 
property, the national church or the 
local congregations, which, in most 
cases, purchased and maintained the 
property through its people.

Judge rules St. James belongs to Episcopal Church
Rev. Don Kroeger, the rector who 
guided the transition away from 
the Episcopal Church, received 
an unexpected call from the local 
Assemblies of God Church, Living 
Waters Christian Fellowship. Christ 
Church was welcome to share its 
Fallbrook facilities for as long as it 
needed.  

Several years later, Living Waters 
offered Christ Church some un-
used land on the parcel on which 
to place a 100-seat modular worship 
center. 

“They said that they had been fol-
lowing what had been going on and 
that they were proud of our defense 
of the gospel,” Kroeger said.

A short move
When Holy Trinity in Ocean 

Beach fi nally turned over its keys 
to the diocese, its pastor The Rev. 
Canon Lawrence Bausch, led his 
fl ock on a symbolic march to their 
new home at Bethany Lutheran, a 
block away from where the congre-
gants worshiped for 60 years before 
their disaffi liation.

“We could have won the prop-
erty and lost it in an earthquake,” 
Bausch said, adding that even 
though they remain in the same 
block as their former church, they 
have moved on.

Several of the pastors said they re-
main in contact with Crocker, their 
friend and colleague at St. James, in 
an effort to support and encourage 
from a position of knowing.

“The most important thing is that Je-
sus Christ is Lord and He will ultimately 
have His way, and it will ultimately be 
the way He wants it to be,” Poch said. 
“My life is to honor him and to please 
Him. Beyond that all others things are 
passing away.”

Among the things members of St. David’s Anglican Church willl miss the most 
are its glorious stained glass windows and a memorial rose garden that contains 
the ashes of 17 congregants.

Such was the case for St. James, 
which sought and obtained a waiv-
er of ownership from the diocese 
before embarking on a major ex-
pansion in 1991 that includes pur-
chasing more property and con-
struction of a new sanctuary and 
administrative offi ces. But when it 
disaffi liated with the diocese and 
the Episcopal Church, they were 
sued. The church bodies cited a 
1979 church regulation that local 
churches owned their properties—
as long as they were affi liated with 
the denomination.

Superior Court Judge Kim G. 
Dunning sided with the national 
body.

“We are obviously disappointed 
at the ruling of the court and sur-
prised that an agreement reached 
over 20 years ago to facilitate the 
development of our campus could 
be swept away like this,” the parish 
pastor The Rev. Richard Crocker 
said in a statement. “But we are a 
church seeking to follow Jesus and 

pursue His mission. We will be in 
prayer for guidance as to our next 
steps.”

Phone calls to the church lead-
ership and attorney were not re-
turned. As St. James contemplates 
its next move—including an offer 
by Saddleback Church Pastor Rick 
Warren to use its Lake Forest cam-
pus—other Southern California 
Anglican churches have already 
moved on after losing their own 
court cases, reaching settlement 
agreements with their local diocese 
or opting to walk away from their 
buildings at the onset.

Still unsettled are pending cases 
with the Episcopal Diocese of San 
Joaquin, which voted en masse to 
leave the denomination. Several 
churches there have negotiated 
settlements, but others are working 
their way through the court system. 

Looking for a home
St. David’s, located in North Hol-

lywood, remains in limbo as it seeks 

to fi nd a new home base. After los-
ing its case a year ago, the church 
leadership fi nalized a settlement 
agreement in February that allows 
the church to use the property until 
August.

“One of the things we had to con-
sider was whether we were going to 
continue to put the Lord’s money 
into defending the case,” said The 
Rev. Jose A. Poch, the church’s rec-
tor. “People give sacrifi cially, and 
they give the tithe for the ministry 
so we had to come to grips that it 
was going to take another $250,000 
to $300,000 to continue defending 
the case. After a great deal of prayer 
and soul searching we decided that, 
no, it wasn’t a godly thing to do.”

A gracious offer
Like St. David’s, Christ Church 

Fallbrook, a large remnant from the 
former St. John’s Church, wasn’t 
sure what its next move would be af-
ter losing its lawsuit. But shortly af-
ter the ruling was announced, The 

Members of St. David’s Anglican 
Church will be saying goodbye to its 
longtime building after reaching a 
settlement with the Episcopal Church. 
St. David’s voted to disaffi liate with 
the denomination over its increasingly 
liberal policies.
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“‘Hijacked’ is an excellent resource for parents. (It) unveils the truth about public 
school agendas.” — Ron Prentice, CEO of California Family Council

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY

The Commandeering of 
California’s Public Schools

An informative new 48-page 
booklet for parents and teachers 
offering a realistic view of the 
culture that has been created 

within California public schools 
during the  last two decades — a 
culture that is propelled by anti- 
Christian and radical ideologies. 

Throughout these pages, you will be informed of the 
intellectual and social hazards your kids will be exposed to 
if they are enrolled in a publicly-funded school in California.

Hijacked K-12

www.faith-freedom.com

August 24, 7:00pm
Loma Linda Filipino SDA Church
11180 New Jersey St., Redlands

Purchase tickets at www.itickets.com
Contact info: LLFC Church Offi ce (909) 798-3822
Rollie Donato (951) 347-3258, Esther Gibbon (909) 800-1893

MVCAA - Loma Linda Chapter in cooperation with the MVCAA - Western USA Organization presents

Steve Green
Benefi t Concert

Fundraising to help build a MVC Alumni Center

viewpoints within their own realm of 
authority. The National Security Ad-
ministration will continue to have 
unbridled access to spy on its own 
citizens, the Justice Department will 
be able to snoop on the media, like it 
recently did with reporters from Fox 
News and the Associated Press, and 
public schools will be free to indoc-
trinate children with a governmental 
worldview. The breadth of govern-
mental intrusion can extend into ev-

ery aspect of our personal lives. 
Though the withholding of tax-ex-

empt status from certain organizations 
may not appear to directly affect your 
own life, continued and unchecked 
viewpoint discrimination on the part 
of the government will certainly re-
strict every individual’s liberty in the 
future. As Americans, we must resist 
the government’s infringement of 
our liberties. 

Tyler is founder and general coun-
sel of Advocates for Faith & Freedom 
in Murrieta. For more information, 
visit www.faith-freedom.com.

TYLER…
Continued from page 4

SOCIAL MEDIA…
Continued from page 1

250 people use Twitter, 23 percent 
more than the average. With regard 
to age, nearly two in fi ve pastors 
aged 29-47 (39 percent) say they 
use Twitter, compared to just 6 per-
cent of pastors 67 or older.

Kinnaman said the study re-
vealed that in just two years, the 
overall pattern has shown that Twit-
ter has gone from a narrowly used 
resource among faith leaders to a 
key communication tool for many 
churches and pastors.

Common uses for Twitter include 
following news, staying connected 
with friends and followers, reacting 
to live events and participating in 
national conversations. 

Even though there has been an 
impressive increase in social media 
usage by churches and pastors, sig-
nifi cant resistance remains.

“While many churches have em-
braced the platform in recent years, 
there are plenty who haven’t,” Kinna-
man said. “The research suggests many 
faith leaders and churches are still 
resistant to social media or are using 
it without realizing its full potential.”

As an example, he said many 
churches only use their accounts 
as an external mode for announce-
ments, shunning the two-way en-
gagement that has made it so popu-
lar among the masses.

“While many churches may be 
uncomfortable encouraging such 
digital interactions during their 
worship service, there are plenty 
of ways to engage with people and 
events (both local and global) on 

Twitter throughout the week,” the 
researcher said.

“When used properly, social me-
dia should make organizations and 
leaders more transparent and more 
connected with the people they lead. 
In other words, using social media 
properly should make leaders more 
social. These platforms should be used 
to facilitate a conversation, not simply 
be a broadcast tool.”

As the popularity of social media 
has grown, pastors are increasingly 
more receptive to using the plat-
form as part of their ministry, with 
more than three-quarters of large 
church churches (77 percent) say-
ing they think social media will 

comprise a signifi cant part of their 
ministry over the next two years, a 
27 percent increase from the 2011 
survey.

At the same time, however, a ma-
jority (52 percent) of pastors over 
the age of 66 believe social media is 
mostly overrated and won’t be that 
important to their churches over 
the next few years.

While social media is on the in-
crease in churches and among pas-
tors, worship services still appear 
to be off limits, with 94 percent 
of responding clergy saying they 
have not asked church attenders to 
tweet, text or email questions for 
answering during a live service.

Though cameras constantly re-
corded activity throughout the 
entire prison grounds, White said 
the District Attorney refused to 
pick up the charges due to a lack of 
evidence. White was released from 
prison right on schedule. 

“I knew, without a shadow of a 
doubt, God is real and was ready to 
work in my life,” he said.

Set free to learn 
Sponsored for six months by a 

secular anti-drug program in Los 
Angeles meant White didn’t have 
to pay for food or rent during his 
transition. While there, he said, 
God started putting people in his 
life. A former ex-con, who’d be-
come a pastor, started mentoring 
White. Then he befriended Kelli, 
who, upon her own release from 
incarceration, enrolled in the wom-
en’s program. She invited White to 
church. 

White said he started helping 
out, ushering and greeting.

“God started pouring into me, 
making me hungry for the Word,” 
he said. 

The Holy Spirit spoke to his 
heart when a friend said, “God 
didn’t pull you out of this for just 
you. He doesn’t just see you. God 
sees all the people he can touch 
through you.” 

White said he realized he had 
to help others with the lessons he 
learned.

In 2010, a few years after White 
and Kelli married, they started 
X-Cons 4 Christ. They’ve both be-
come certifi ed drug and alcohol 
counselors and remain alert for op-
portunities to use their experiences 
to help others.

White said they want those who 
are struggling to know that Jesus 
loves them so much that He wants 

X-Cons 4 Christ receives referrals from organizations like First Five in San 
Bernardino. They also help churches understand the needs of people who have 
been incarcerated.

a better life for them. X-Cons for 
Christ tries to show Jesus to others 
in a multitude of ways. For the man 
with six children, they started by 
giving him food. They also hooked 
him up with a church in his area 
because “x-cons need a support sys-
tem and people to love on them.” 

An intake assessment determined 
the gentleman’s needs. Then the 
Whites offered him a plan of what 
might be benefi cial for him. 

“This man ended up going to a 
school we partnered with to become 
a certifi ed welder,” White said. 

Originally he was turned down 
for a school loan, but the school 
went to work helping him to fi nd a 
new funding source. White helped 
to show the man that God had an-
swered his prayers. 

“It’s not us,” While told him. “We 
are incapable of doing anything 
outside of God. Give the glory 
where the glory is due. It’s not any-
thing you see in the physical, it’s 
things in the spiritual realm mov-
ing in your favor to cause things to 
go your way.”

Since its inception, X-Cons has 
sent four people to this particular 
school; another individual became 
an air conditioning technician. 
White said one instructor gives per-

sonal referrals to his contacts at big 
companies. 

That makes a huge difference, 
said White, who became a heavy 
equipment operator soon after be-
ing released from prison and has 
been with the same employer for 
the past eight years. Not having 
anyone help him get into the union 
was tough, and White’s eager to as-
sist others in whatever ways he can.

X-Cons 4 Christ brings hope to 
young adults, adults and families af-
fected by substance abuse, destruc-
tive lifestyles and incarceration 
through services such as emergen-
cy housing, shelter and transitional 
living, GED completion and trade 
schools, employment opportuni-
ties, specialized Christ-centered 
classes for individuals recently re-
leased from incarceration and their 
families, separate support groups 
for men and women with incarcer-
ated husbands and Bible studies.

“These services aim to relieve 
the burden of societal problems 
by promoting wellness, healthy re-
lationships, productive living and 
community involvement in a Christ-
centered environment,” Kelli said. 

For more information, see www.
xcons4christ.org.

X-CONS 4 
CHRIST…
Continued from page 1
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Have your event list ed FREE!
Send us your Christian activity/event for next month, and we’ll list it in 
THE CAL EN DAR at no charge. The deadline is the 18th of the prior month. 
Send to the Christian Examiner, P.O. Box 2606, El Cajon, CA 92021. Or 
fax to 1-888-305-4947. Or e-mail to calendar@christianexaminer.com. We 
regret we cannot list Sunday morn ing services.

THRU SEP 6 • FRIDAYS
7th Annual Praising in the Park. 7pm, 
Yucaipa Community Park Amphitheater, 
34900 Oak Rd., Yucaipa. Hosted by 
bear Witness Ministries & Inland Empire 
churches  • (909) 446-8869, praisingin-
thepark.com

  JUL 6 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection. 
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club, 
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno 
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292

Christian Social, 17+. 6pm, Men & 
Women On the Move Ministry, 25620 
Eucalyptus Ave., Moreno Valley, $10 • 
(951) 378-1703

Stained Glass Worship Concert, 6pm, 
Maranatha Community Church, 851 S 
Mt. Vernon Ave., Colton, free • (909) 
825-2933, coltonchurch.com

JUL 7-12 • SUN-FRI
Jr. & Sr. High Camp 2013, grades 6th-
12th. Sa-Ha-Le Lodge, Big Bear Lake, 
$250. Presented by Community Outreach 
Ministry • (951) 698-7650, community-
outreachministry.org

JUL 10-12 • WED-FRI
Activ8 Conference, “We Speak to the 
Future,” with Planetshakers, Raul Ries, 
Larry Neville & more. Anaheim Con-
vention Center, Anaheim, $99-125 • 
activ8conference.com, 1-888-980-5116

JUL 11 • THURSDAY
Worship Thursdays (every Thursday thru 
July). 7-10pm, Coffee Klatch, 8916 
Foothill Blvd., Rancho Cucamonga • 
thecollegechurch.us

JUL 12-14 • FRI-SUN
Singles Safari Retreat. Renaissance 
Esmeralda Resort & Spa, Indian Wells, 
Packages starting at $205 • (714) 622-
4977, spectaculareventz.com

JUL 13-AUG 18
“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.” Fri 
7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm & 7:30pm; Sun 
2:15pm, LifeHouse Theater, 1135 N 
Church St., Redlands, $7-18 • lifehous-
etheater.com

JUL 20 • SATURDAY
Bowling for Babies. 4:30pm, Chaparral 
Lanes, 400 W. Bonita Ave., San Dimas. 
To benefi t CHOICES Women’s Resource 
Center • (909) 28-9273, saveababy.net

Big Gospel Musical with Christ Connec-
tion, High Desert Gospel Aires, Kevin 
Deas & more, 5pm, Greater New Foun-
dation Fellowship Church, 841 South 
Main St., Pomona • (951) 727-8728, 
(951) 961-1888

JUL 22-24 • MON-WED
Jesus Culture Conference. Gibson Am-
phitheater, Los Angeles, $90-129 • je-
suscultureconferencela.eventbrite.com

JUL 26-27 • FRI-SAT 
Rise Above It Outreach, teen’s empow-
erment workshop series, Fri. 4-6pm & 
Sat. 2-5:30pm, Arlington Library Meeting 
Room. $10 materials • (951) 801-9186, 
riseaboveitoutreach.org

JUL 27 • SATURDAY
Back to School Supply Give Away (children 
must be present), 10am, West Wind Park, 
picnic area 1, 2, 3 & 4, 2425 E. Riverside 
Drive, Ontario, free • (909) 930-9331

JUL 28 • SUNDAY
An Evening with Amy Grant, with special 
guest Brandon Heath, Greek Theatre, 
Los Angeles • ticketmaster.com, 1-800-
745-3000

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT
Spirit West Coast, with Newsboys, Tenth 
Avenue North, Jeremy Camp, The City 
Harmonic, Jamie Grace, For King and 
Country, Moriah Peters, Nick Hall, Reggie 

Dabbs & many more. The Laguna Seca 
Recreation Area, Monterey • spiritwest-
coast.org

AUG 3 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection. 
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club, 
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno 
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292

Christian Social, 17+. 6pm, Men & 
Women On the Move Ministry, 25620 
Eucalyptus Ave., Moreno Valley, $10 • 
(951) 378-1703

AUG 7 • WEDNESDAY
Women’s Connection, luncheon. 11am-
12:30pm, Calimesa Country Club, 1300 
S Third St., Calimesa, $12 • (951) 797-
3687, (909) 795-2796

AUG 5 • MONDAY
Inland Empire Christian Business Mixer. 
6-8pm, 3200 E Guasti Rd., Ste. 100, 
Ontario. Presented by Kingdom Devel-
opment Institute • 1-800-353-1726, 
kdievents.org

AUG 14 • WEDNESDAY
The Barnabas Group/Inland Empire 
quarterly meeting, 5-8:45pm. The Castle, 
Riverside. $50 • barnabasgroup.org

AUG 22-24 • THU-SAT
Joyce Meyer Conference with Joyce Mey-
er, music by Phil Wickham, Long Beach 
Arena, Long Beach. Thu-Fri, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 
10am. Free • joycemeyer.org/events

AUG 23-25 • FRI-SUN
SoCal 2013 Harvest Crusade, with 
Greg Laurie. Angel Stadium, Anaheim 
• harvest.org

  AUG 24 • SATURDAY
“Speedy Sweeties” Dinner Dance, Under 
the Stars. 6pm-1am, The Queen Mary, 
Long Beach, $54-88 • (714) 622-4002, 
spectaculareventz.com

AUG 31-SEP 29
“Daniel.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm 
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse 
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, 
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

SEP 7 • SATURDAY
Moreno Valley Women’s Connection. 
9am, Moreno Valley Ranch Golf Club, 
28095 John F. Kennedy Dr., Moreno 
Valley, $12 • (951) 333-4292

SEP 8 • SUNDAY
Michael W. Smith, in concert. The Greek 
Theatre, 2700 N. Vermont, Los Angeles 
• michaelwsmith.com/tour.html

SEP 13 • FRIDAY
Fellowship Night. 6-11pm, Mulligan 
Family Fun Center, 24950 Madison 
Ave., Murrieta, $10.99-15-99 • (951) 
696-9696, mulliganfun.com

SEP 14 • SATURDAY
Living Proof, live simulcast with Beth 
Moore & worship leader Travis Cottrell, 
9am-4:30pm, Magnolia Ave Baptist 
Church, 8351 Magnolia Ave, Riverside, 
$30 • (951) 689-5700, magonline.com

SEP 21 • SATURDAY
Ernie Haase and Signature Sound, in 
concert, 6pm, First Christian Church, 
1207 Main St., Huntington Beach. $20-
$25 • itickets.com, 1-800-965-9324

SEP 28-29 • SAT-SUN
Harvest America 2013 with Greg Laurie. 
Streamed nationwide from Philadelphia 
• harvest.org 

OCT 22-NOV 2
Christian Singles Hawaii Cruise on Ce-
lebrity Cruise Lines (couples welcome) 
• christiansinglesfunevents.com, (714) 
622-4002

AUG 1-3 • THU-SAT (cont.)

Assure Pregnancy Clinic 
opens new Fontana site

FONTANA — Assure Pregnancy 
Clinic Fontana launched its soft 
opening June 25. An offi cial grand 
opening and ribbon cutting cer-
emony will be set for a later date.

The clinic opened following 
months of construction, painting, 
plumbing, building, decorating, 
equipping and fundraising. 

In addition to its basic services, the 
clinic will offer ultrasound services, 
thanks to a grant by Focus on the Family.

The clinic is the second for As-
sure, which operates a facility in 
Monclair. Started as Alternate Av-
enues Women’s Resource Center in 
1989, the center offi cially became a 
clinic in 2003 when it was licensed 
to perform ultrasounds. The clinic 
was eventually renamed Assure 
Pregnancy Clinic. 

The Fontana clinic is located at 
9161 N. Sierra Ave., Suite 108.

For more information, including 
clinic hours, call (909) 232-8460.

Workshop for teens 
will tackle fear 

RIVERSIDE — Rise Above it Out-
reach will hold a two-day summer teen 
empowerment workshop “You Are Not 
Alone, Look Around You” July 26 to 
27 at the Arlington Library Meeting 
Room. The theme of the event is “Don’t 
Let Fear Stop You, Block You or Stand 
in the Way.”

The sessions will run from 4 to 6 
p.m. Friday and 2 to 5:30 p.m. Saturday.

Advance registration of $10 is 
required. Awards will be given and 
refreshments provided.

For more information, call (951) 
801-9186.

LifeHouse presents 
classic ‘Seven Brides’

REDLANDS — LifeHouse The-
ater presents a comedic tribute to 
musicals and matrimony in “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers,” set for 
July 13 to Aug. 18.

Performances are 7:30 p.m. Fridays, 
2:15 and 7:30 p.m. Saturdays and 2:15 
p.m. Sundays. A Thursday evening per-
formance is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on 
Aug. 15. An interpreted presentation 
for the deaf is set for July 27.

Following Seven Brides, the the-
ater will debut a dramatic new bibli-
cal musical, “Daniel.” 

The theater is located at 1135 N. 
Church St. More ticket information 
can be found by visiting www.life-
housetheater.com.

Volunteers sought for 
Back to School event

ONTARIO — Turning Point In-
ternational Ministries is seeking vol-
unteers to help with Back to School 
Supply Give Away, set for 10 a.m. 
July 27 at West Wind Park.

About 600 book bags are expect-
ed to be distributed.

Through the event, local school chil-
dren will be receiving new book bags 
fi lled with notebooks, pens, pencils, 
crayons and rulers. Gift certifi cates for 
shoes will also be supplied.

For more information, call (909) 
930-9331.

Lost & Found festival 
planned for September

COLTON — Reality Rock and 
Sonic Summons will host the Lost 
and Found Christian Music and 
Arts Festival beginning at 2 p.m. 
Sept. 14 at Fleming Park. 

The free seven-hour family event 
will feature a wide range of musical 
genres, including alternative rock, 

ska, electro, pop, hip hop, indie, 
rockabilly, gospel, rap, latin and 
post modern. 

Confi rmed acts include Manaf-
est, the Altar Billies, rapper Nick-
doG, The Divide, Savannah Moon, 
DJ Triune, Pawn Shop Kings, Reno-
vated Roots, Sentry, Henry Martyn 
Band and X-Factor Dance Crew.

Other activities include an art 
exhibit, food trucks, a vendor vil-
lage, information booths, a bounce 
house and skateboard contest. 

Guests are encouraged to bring 
blankets and lawn chairs.

For more information, visit www.
lostandfoundfestival.com.

The Salvation Army 
opens mobile pantry

BANNING — The Salvation 
Army Moreno Valley Corps Com-
munity Center has launched a new 
Mobile Food Pantry for residents of 
Banning and Beaumont. 

In an effort to reach low-income 
families and seniors living in the 
San Gorgonio Pass area, the mobile 
unit is available from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon every Thursday at the Ban-
ning Senior Center.

The center is located at 769 N. 
San Gorgonio Ave.

The purpose of this program is 
to provide much needed food re-
sources to low-income families & 
seniors. 

In order to receive assistance, 
guests need to provide adult photo 
identifi cations, a copy of birth cer-
tifi cates for each child, proof of 
residence through a utility bill or 
rental agreement and proof of in-
come, and either an SSI award let-
ter or paycheck stub. 

For more information or to fi nd 
out details about volunteering with 
the mobile pantry, call (951) 653-
9131.

IE’s Barnabus Group 
highlights ministries

RIVERSIDE — The Barnabas 
Group of Inland Empire will hold 
its third quarter dinner gathering 
at 5 p.m. Aug. 14 at the historic 
Benedict Castle, headquarters of 
Teen Challenge of Southern Cali-
fornia. 

During the meeting, guests will 
learn about the ministries of Camp 
Alandale, which serves abused chil-
dren through counseling, work 
projects and prayer; Teen Chal-
lenge, a comprehensive program 
that provides services for teens and 
adults dealing with substance abuse 
issues; and Treasures, a unique 
outreach and support vehicle for 
women in the sex industry, includ-
ing victims of exploitation and sex 
traffi cking.

The Barnabas Group has 10 chapters 
nationally and provides mentoring 
support to local and global ministries 
that have been vetted and coached by 
member volunteers. 

“We bring members and min-
istries together,” said Joe Parker, 
managing partner of the new In-
land Empire chapter. “At each of 
our gatherings, three ministries 
make presentations, followed by a 
‘Big Question’ each ministry brings 
with them, asking marketplace 
leaders to discuss a challenging is-
sue they face. It’s a wonderful way 
for ministries to learn from expe-
rienced business professionals and 
the practical suggestions they bring 
to these challenges.” 

There is no event charge for 
members, who pay an annual fee 
to belong to Barnabas. The fee for 
non-members is $50.

For more information, visit www.
barnabasgroup.org.

Beth Moore simulcast 
at Magnolia Avenue

RIVERSIDE — Magnolia Avenue 
Baptist Church will host a “Living 
Proof” live simulcast from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Sept. 14. Doors open at 
8:30 a.m.

Living Proof is a ministry of not-
ed Bible teacher Beth Moore, with 
music by worship leader Travis Cot-
trell.

Tickets are $30. Lunch is not pro-
vided.

The church is located at 8351 
Magnolia Ave.

For more information, visit www.
magonline.com or call (951) 689-
5700. 

Former mob boss to 
share his testimony

MISSION VIEJO — Former mob 
boss Michael Franzese, who grew 
up as the son of notorious under-
boss for a violent New York City 
crime family, will share his testimo-
ny at 7 p.m. July 20 at The Upper 
Room coffee house.

According to Franzese, his life 
was fi lled with power, luxury and 
deadly violence until he became 
the only high-ranking offi cial of 
a major crime family to walk away 
from the life—without protective 
custody—and survive.

Joining Franzese will be musical 
guests Two or More, an Ecuador-
ian-American band from Southern 
California. Described as Latin rock, 
the group also shares elements of 
blues, soul and pop.

The coffee house is located at 
24851 Chrisanta Drive.

For more information, and to 
make reservations, visit www.theup-
perroompresents.com.

The Assure Pregnancy Clinic, which had a “soft” opening on June 25 for its 
second location, in Fontana, will offer ultrasound services thanks to a grant by 
Focus on the Family. Assure also operates a clinic in Monclair.
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CHURCHES AVAILABLE  
FOR SHARED LEASE

Call 909 987-9436 or 951 313-7972
Harold E. Miller - Broker

churchbroker@gmail.com
California DRE License No 00403837

Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary 
seats 225, kitchen, classrooms, $2,500 
per month 
Rancho Cucamonga: Chapel seats 
125, 3 classrooms and kitchen, $1,600 
per month 
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary seats
600, 3 classrooms, $3,500 per month 
Upland: Sanctuary seats 125, 
classrooms, $2,000 per month 

FULL TIME USE:
Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary 
seats 64, Pastor’s office and 1 
classroom, $1,700 per month

ATTORNEYS 
Construction Disputes. 25 yrs exp in construc-
tion. Free consultation. Law Offi ce of Thomas E. 
Brownfi eld, (714) 318-7251.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
iLa has gone viral. www.iLivingApp.com/watch. 

CHURCHES FOR RENT

CHURCHES FOR SALE 
Religious sites for sale in Fontana, Yucca Valley and 
Covina. Available for shared use beautiful church in East 
Whittier. Churches wanted LA, Orange, SB & Riverside 
Counties. Cash buyer for West Covina area. See www.
churchwanted.com for religious property for sale or 
lease in So. Calif. Free consultation regarding your 
church value, potential share of your building, relocation 
needs. Call Raphael Realty (213) 999-9939 or email 
churchrealtor@gmail.com. If you’re a religious group, 
we can help. 30+ years of experience. Members of 
CA and National Assoc. of Realtors DRE#00713881. 

CHURCHES WANTED 
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have 
buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, 
member of National and California Association 
of Realtors. Need help? Call Western Brokerage 
at (909) 822-2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. 
Email Henry@westernbrokerageco.com; www.west-
ernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

EDUCATION 
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

HOMESTAY PROGRAMS 
Christian Homestays Needed for English Camp. Loca-
tion: Crossroads Christian School in Corona. Dates 
range from July 9-Aug 2. 1-2 weeks stay. Compensa-
tion is provided for room, food, transportation for 2 or 
more students. Contact Linda Storm 951-272-3222, 
lindawstorm@verizon.net. www.myamericanschool.org.

MEDICAL SERVICES 
Licensed Vocational Nurse: for private home patient. 
Will provide skilled nursing care, wound care, medi-
cine administration, bed baths, documentation, & 
care coordination. References available. $20-$25 
per hour. 951-816-5735. Kevin Foohey Sr, LVN

MINISTRIES 
Biblical Solution To Affordable Healthcare. chris-
tianhealthcaresolutions.com

MINISTRY SPACE 
FOR RENT 

Christian Ministries. Need space to use as your 
own private warehouse? 424 sq. ft. 8’ tall, close to 
the Otay Border crossing, south of San Diego, for 
as little as $100.00 a month.  Possibly as many as 
20 such spaces in our plans. We need to know how 
many are needed.  To help us with our development 
planning, please call Brother Steve, Ministries for 
His Lambs, Inc., (619) 884-0877

SINGLES 
Christian singles activities for Southern California 
— dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, 
fun activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com.

VACATION RENTALS 
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes—Great for 
Families, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.
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What: Spirit West Coast

When: August 1-3, 2013 

Where: Monterey, California

Artists: More than 50 artists 
(7 stages) including Newsboys, 
Tenth Avenue North, Jeremy 
Camp, Audio Adrenaline, The 
City Harmonic, Matthew West, 
Building 429, Firefl ight

Speakers: Reggie Dabbs, Bob 
Lenz, Nick Hall, Reid Saunders

Also: Comedians Bob Smiley 
and Stephen B, worship, action 
games, seminars, local artists, 
Veggieland and Children’s Fun 
Zone, camping

Tickets: Single day and full 
event passes available. Group 
and military discounts.

Web: spiritwestcoast.org

By Lori Arnold

MONTEREY — Fans of South-
ern California’s Moriah Peters can 
catch her act during the Aug. 1 to 
3 Spirit West Coast at Laguna Seca 
in Monterey.

Believed by many to be a rising 
star in the Christian music scene, 
Peters wowed guests at last year’s 
Del Mar event. The Chino resident 
is part of an impressive music line-
up, including a healthy mix of in-
dustry powerhouses, independent 
artists and newbies.

 Other Southern California art-
ists making an appearance include 
Andrew Schwab and Project 86, 
Manafest, Press Play and Christian 
reggae artist Dominic Balli, who 
lived in San Diego as a teen. San 
Marcos resident Al Menconi, an ex-
pert in biblical worldview and cul-
ture, will speak at the event. 

In recent years, the annual festi-
val has rotated between Southern 
California and Monterey.

“It’s very exciting to sense and 
hear about the enthusiasm people 
have because they are getting to 
return to Laguna Seca for this 
year’s festival after missing it last 
year,” said promoter Jon Robber-
son of Celebration Concerts. “Just 
like what I hear from the Southern 
California events we’ve held, hear-
ing stories of what God has done in 
lives at Spirit West Coast is reward-
ing because spiritually changed 
lives is the purpose for staging the 
events.”

In addition to Peters and Balli, 
the festival will feature Newsboys, 
Tenth Avenue North, Jeremy 
Camp, Audio Adrenaline, The City 
Harmonic, Matthew West, Building 

So. Calif. artists represented at Spirit West Coast

29, Firefl ight, Manafest, Thousand 
Foot Krutch, For King and Country, 
Jamie Grace, Rhett Walker Band, 
Tedashii, Capital Kings, Abandon, 
Dominic Balli, Project 86, Lybeck-
er, Esterlyn, Manic Drive, Brian 
Weaver, Hee Sun Lee, Press Play, 
Curvine, Todd Brown Band, Nicole 
Croteau and Lakeshore, the latter 
of which were winners of last year’s 
indie Partner & Play competition at 

Del Mar.
Although created as a music fes-

tival, Spirit West Coast has evolved 
into an “evangelistic crusade, all-
ages summer camp, camp-out re-
treat and getaway vacation all rolled 
into one Christ-centered spiritual” 
event.

The musical acts, for instance, 
will be complemented with come-
dians Bob Smiley and Stephen B. 

In addition to Menconi, the speak-
er’s list includes Reggie Dabbs, Bob 
Lenz, Reid Saunders, Nick Hall, 
Andrew Schwab and Austin Powell.

Veggieland, the popular chil-
dren’s ministry area at Spirit West 
Coast will include appearances by 
Strongman Jon, Mr. Wiley & Miss 
Debbie and Otis & Vicki. Children 
will also be treated to a variety of 
rides and other entertainment.

Fun in the sun
In keeping with California’s ac-

tive culture, Spirit West Coast is 
bringing back its sports and action 
activities, including basketball, gi-
ant volleyball, powerball, ultimate 
Frisbee, boomball and dodge ball. 
Fee-based recreational activities 
include infl atable action games, a 
mechanical bull ride, bungee tram-

poline and rock-climbing walls. 
Tickets range from $1 to a full-day 
pass for $20. 

Skating enthusiasts will be able 
to use the Embassador Skateboards 
portable skatepark with the Team 
Riders, a ministry that uses demos 
and testimonies to witness to oth-
ers. A paintball vendor will also be 
on site for this fee-based event.

Even as fi nal touches are under 
way for Monetery, Robberson and 
his team are already looking ahead 
to next year, with an eye toward a 
new location.

“It is still our intention to present 
a Spirit West Coast festival in South-
ern California in 2014, which by 
now is just 12 months or so away,” 
the promoter said. “Many people 
from south of the Grapevine are 
coming north to Monterey this 
year, and we’re trusting people 
from the north will travel south in 
2014. As a ministry we are commit-
ted to reach people with the gospel 
in each region.”

Since its inception 17 years ago, 
Spirit West Coast has presented 23 
festivals, eight in Southern Califor-
nia and 15 in Monterey. While hun-
dreds of thousands of people have 
attended, Robberson said the true 
indicator of its success cannot be 
measured by the number of guests.

“It’s hard to believe, but over 
10,000 people have made fi rst-time 
salvation commitments or rededi-
cations—10,000!” he said. “That 
is why it is so important that Spirit 
West Coast continues as an evange-
listic ministry. Sure, thousands have 
a fantastic time of celebrating their 
faith and worshipping, but lives are 
changed for eternity—that’s what 
it’s all about.”

Southern California artist Moriah Peters is one of a number of musicians appearing 
at Spirit West Coast in Monterery, Aug. 1 to 3. 
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