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By Lori Arnold

Angela Posten was a minor be-
hind bars, a foster teen who 
found herself in Juvenile 

Hall after beating up a classmate 
in retaliation for an earlier con-
frontation. While Posten admitted 
to authorities that she injured the 
girl with her fi sts, her victim did a 
little retaliation of her own, falsely 

accusing Posten of using a gun 
during the attack. 

“I sat in Juvenile Hall for 
months and months and months 
while they tried to gather witness-
es,” she said. “I was adamant I was 
not going to plead guilty to some-
thing I didn’t do.”

So the 14-year-old atrophied on 
a fi ve-inch thick mattress in an iso-
lated and chilly cinder-block cell, 

hoping truth would set her free. 
Her only respite from the closet-
sized space was structured day-
time activities and, once she was 
remanded back to her quarters 
for the evening, guard-escorted 
bathroom excursions.

 “When the door slams, you 
hear the metal door. When they 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHOTOGRAPHY BY ALON

Angela and Clark Posten enjoy their children during a visit to Presidio Park. The couple has a biological daughter, two 
adopted siblings and a foster son.

Fostering love
From foster child to foster parent, 
a mom redeems her troubled past

By Kimberly Winston
Religion News Service

LAKE ELSINORE — A California 
federal judge has rejected a proposed 
religious memorial at a publicly owned 
baseball stadium as a violation of both 
federal and state laws.

On Thursday (Feb. 27), U.S. District 
Judge Stephen V. Wilson of California’s 
Central District ruled that a granite 
monument depicting a soldier kneel-
ing in prayer before a cross lacked “a 
secular purpose” and has “the uncon-
stitutional effect” of endorsing religion 
over nonreligion.

The decision came nine months after 
a lawsuit was fi led by the American 
Humanist Association, a national orga-
nization of nonbelievers. The memorial 
was planned for city property in Lake 
Elsinore, Calif., a community of about 
53,000 people in Southern California’s 
Riverside County.

The monument was designed in 2012 
by a 22-member committee appointed 
by Lake Elsinore’s City Council and 
included its mayor, members of a local 

veterans group and a representative of 
the city’s minor league baseball team, 
the Storm.

When the design was presented 
to the City Council for review, some 
residents objected to the memorial’s 
religious nature. Members of the City 
Council spoke in support of it, spe-
cifi cally citing its Christian nature as 
suitable for public property.

Councilwoman Melissa Melendez, a 
veteran, cited America as “a Christian 
nation” and proposed the city go ahead 
with the memorial to test its legality.

“I think at some point you have 
to take a stand,” she said, according 
to court documents. Melendez is no 
longer on the council.

David Niose, director of AHA’s 
Appignani Humanist Legal Center, 
supported the judge’s decision, which 
is open to appeal.

“I hope that if members of the city 
council still want to honor veterans, 
they will move forward with a monu-
ment design that represents everyone 
who fought for our freedoms,” he said 
in a statement.

Photo illustration of planned monument at Lake Elsinore, Calif. municipal 
baseball stadium. Illustration courtesy of The  American Humanist Association, 
public record.

Judge rejects Lake Elsinore’s 
religious war memorial

By Lori Arnold

MURRIETA — In the same spirit 
that the Apostle Paul used his tent-
making business as an outreach 
model in the New Testament, an 
Inland Empire businessman prac-
ticed the concept when he stopped 
by a small boutique store to see 
how the Christian shop owner was 
faring.

Business at the boutique had 
plummeted. There were no custom-
ers. The owner was on the verge of 
fi ling for bankruptcy. In the midst 
of the empty shop, the Tentmaker 
bowed his head in intercession on 
behalf of his friend.

 “Before they were even done 
praying, 10 different customers 
walked in the door,” said Paul D. 
Rosenow, founder of Tentmaker.
biz, a Christian networking minis-

Area business owners pray during a chapter meeting of Tentmakers. The ministry was started by Paul D. Rosenow, who 
owns Trinity Worldwide Reprographics printing company with plants in Murrieta and Santa Fe Springs.

Tentmaking revival
Murrieta business owner starts Christian business networking ministry 

try. “The owner had the best one 
day of sales ever. And they’re still 
going strong.”

The blessing of that encounter, 
Rosenow said, was not the income 
or fi nancial blessing, but some-

thing much greater.
“The story is about the Tentmak-

er who took time out of his busy day 

to pay a visit to another struggling 
business,” Rosenow said. “Can you 
imagine what that Tentmaker is 
thinking after having such a power-
ful and instant response from God? 
He gained more insight, passion, 
confi dence and wisdom from that 
single selfl ess act of giving than 
anything that he has ever seen or 
done.”

Rosenow launched Tentmaker.
biz in hopes of providing a spiritual 
link between like-minded business 
owners. He also hoped to share 
some of the lessons he learned in 
running Trinity Worldwide Repro-
graphics Inc., a Christian-owned 
business operating in Murrieta 
and Santa Fe Springs. Much to his 
chagrin, Rosenow said the most dif-
fi cult aspect of launching his busi-

See FOSTER MOM, page 8

See ROSENOW, page 11
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This may be your opportunity. 

AZUSA — An excavation 
team from Azusa Pacifi c Uni-
versity has unearthed a clay jug 
containing silver earrings and 
ingots, dating back approxi-
mately 3,200 years.

The discovery was made last 
summer by archaeologist Rob-
ert Mullins, Ph.D., associate 
professor of biblical studies at 
APU, and his team during a dig 
at Abel Beth Maacah, a 35-acre 
tel near Israel’s border with 
Lebanon. The well-preserved 
artifacts were found wrapped 
in plant fi bers. Details of the 
discovery appear in the journal 
Strata, which is featured on Li-
vescience.com.

 “The jug and its contents ap-
pear to be Late Bronze Age or 
Early Iron Age, in the 13th century 
BC, the time of the Exodus and 
wilderness wanderings described 
in the Hebrew Scriptures,” Mullins 
said. “This is one of only 20 silver 
hoards ever found in Israel.”

For Mullins, the intriguing dis-
covery confi rmed his belief that 
this biblically signifi cant site, once 
an ancient guardian city, lies rich 
with treasures waiting to be un-
earthed. He anticipates confi rm-
ing the existence of a large struc-
ture, specifi cally a siege ramp the 
Assyrian army may have used to 

conquer the city in 732 BC, as re-
counted in 2 Kings 15:29, and a 
city gate complete with an inscrip-
tion.

In an interview with the Chris-
tian Examiner in advance of last 
summer’s dig, Mullins said the 
site was connected with the pe-
riod of David and later kings 
of Israel. He said aerial photo-
graphs taken in 1945 appear to 
show the ramp, a common strat-
egy the Syrians used for surprise 
attacks.

“If the Syrians besieged the 
city using this method, it means 
the chances are pretty good 
that the residents didn’t have a 
chance to fl ee with all of their 
possessions,” the professor 
said, adding that there is likely 
a wealth of buried artifacts to 
study.

Azusa Pacifi c University’s dig 
at Abel Beth Maacah resumes 
this summer. Mullins, along 
with several APU students, will 
join his co-director, Nava Panitz-
Cohen, Ph.D., from the Insti-
tute of Archaeology at Hebrew 
University, and a team of ar-
chaeologists and scholars from 
partner schools, including Cor-
nell University, Trinity Evangeli-
cal Divinity School and Indiana 
Wesleyan University.

This silver hoard, found at Abel Beth Maacah in Israel, appears to be Late 
Bronze Age or Early Iron Age.

APU’s archaeological 
dig in Israel unearths 
ancient treasure
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There have been 
few historical Christian 
communities that have 
had a more signifi cant 
role in shaping the pos-
tures of life and mission 
of NieuCommunities, 
an alternative Golden 
Hill church, than that 
of St. Patrick and the 
Celtic Christians. Liv-
ing as a “sent” people 
who were committed 
to rhythms of common life, this 
band of early Christians embodied 
missional-monastic community in a 
context that was anything but con-
ventional.

While Saint Patrick of Ireland is 
one of the most commonly known 
spiritual fathers of the past 2,000 
years, he is also one of the most 
misunderstood. Often associated 
with green beer, shamrocks and the 
driving out of snakes, St. Patrick’s 
life and legacy have been greatly 
diminished by folklore. Because his 
legend is so widely spread, there is 
rich potential for the values of the 
historical St. Patrick to reach the 
masses if his story is retold well. 

Having been raised in Roman 
nobility and enslaved by Irish bar-
barians, his role as spiritual fa-
ther of a hostile population was 
uniquely shaped by earlier parts of 
his life. Further, St. Patrick’s ability 
to create a Christian movement of 
engagement within a pagan Celtic 
spirituality offers a rich tradition 
that, if emulated, has the poten-
tial to ignite the hearts and imagi-
nations of Christians around the 
globe.

After being kidnapped from his 

home in Briton (North-
ern England) as a 
child, Patrick spent six 
years in slavery tending 
livestock on the hills of 
Ireland. During that 
time he had an encoun-
ter with God that would 
forever change the tra-
jectory of his life and 
mission.  

While in the fi elds, 
he had a vision of his 

escape back to Britain.  After walk-
ing 200 miles through the wilder-
ness, he boarded a ship for Britain. 
Because Roman roads often didn’t 
extend to some of the coastal towns 
in Britain, he and his fellow crew-
mates wandered the large island for 
28 days. 

In Philip Freeman’s biography, 
“St. Patrick of Ireland,” he writes 
that Patrick, nearly starving to death, 
prayed for God’s provision and told 
his captain, “Today he’s going to send 
food right into your path—plenty to fi ll 
your bellies—because his abundance 
is everywhere.” 

God did provide and Patrick 
made it home.

Living relationship
The man that returned to his boy-

hood home was no longer the boy 
that had been kidnapped six years 
earlier. Patrick now had a living re-
lationship with the God who wanted 
not only the hearts of the Romans, 
but also of the Irish barbarians by 
whom Patrick had been enslaved. 
Despite being a town hero and with 
his parents begging him never to 
leave again, Patrick had another vi-
sion where, according to Freeman’s 

biography, he heard a chorus of 
voices saying, “Come here and walk 
among us.” Although in much dif-
ferent circumstances than the fi rst, 
Patrick decided to go back to Ireland.

Despite being a town hero and 
his parents begging him never to 
leave again, Patrick had another vi-
sion where, according to Freeman’s 
biography, he heard a chorus of 
voices saying, “Come here and walk 
among us.” Although in much dif-
ferent circumstances than the fi rst, 
Patrick decided to go back to Ireland.

It was upon St. Patrick’s arrival 
that the viral movement of Celtic 
Christian communities took shape 
and extended throughout the 
“barbarian” lands. History tells us 
that Patrick engaged and traveled 
“to the most remote parts of the is-
land—places at the very edge of the 
world, places no one had ever been 
before,” Freeman writes. 

St. Patrick didn’t go to Ireland to 
minister by himself, as the saint knew 
that the spiritual life and missionary 
call was not to be lived alone. In fact, 
the message he was working to share 
wouldn’t have made practical sense 
outside of a life lived in commu-
nity. The Celtic Christianity that was 
birthed out of Patrick didn’t simply 

seek the transactional, individual 
conversion, but it invited others into 
a life of discipleship and practice.  
Monastic life, set in the context of 
vocational mission, offered a fertile 
foundation for a movement that was 
symbolized by journey rather than a 
static arrival of faith. 

Living in community
Because the spiritual journey is 

not to be trod alone, communal 
monasticism grew out of the tra-
dition of Patrick. In a society that 
was spread thin across the island, 
monasticism created the fi rst pop-
ulation hubs in Ireland, author 
Thomas Cahill, writes in “How the 
Irish Saved Civilization: The Un-
told Story of Ireland’s Heroic Role 
From the Fall of Rome to the Rise 
of Medieval Europe.” The monas-
tic life in Ireland wasn’t as strict as 
many other orders in Europe as it 
promoted movement towards en-
gaging the Celtic culture and the 
reading of all literature; whether 
Christian or pagan, Cahill wrote.

It was in these population hubs 
that the Celtic Christians offer us 
a brilliant model of invitation. Un-
like Roman monasteries that were 
typically built in quiet, remote loca-

tions, the Celtic communities were 
planted right alongside the tribal 
settlements where the Irish pagans 
lived and worked. The prevailing 
opinion in the Roman church was 
that barbarians were not even ca-
pable of becoming Christians. 

Why? 
They were considered illiterate, 

emotional, out of control. But Patrick 
invited these Irish barbarians into the 
community to taste and participate in 
a different way of doing life. He knew 
that most people need to belong before 
they believe. They need to be listened to 
and understood, because when people 
sense that someone really understands 
them, they begin to believe that maybe 
God can understand them, too. 

Living faith
These “barbarians” found a 

home through the invitation of 
Patrick and this new movement of 
Jesus followers. And it was only in 
the context of this invitation that 
they were able to step toward the 
invitation of God into a Story that 
continues to be told through his 
Community today.  

As missional-monastic pioneers 
we would do well to refl ect on the 
life and mission of St. Patrick and 
consider integrating that into our 
unique contexts.

Jon Huckins is the co-founding 
director of The Global Immersion 
Project, Missional Church Lead-
ership Coach with Thresholds, 
neighborhood practitioner, family 
man, speaker and author of “Thin 
Places” and “Teaching Through the 
Art of Storytelling.” Follow his blog 
at www.jonhuckins.net.

Jon Huckins

St. Patrick: More than green beer and four-leaf clovers

What should Christians say about 
all the suffering in the world? 

Philip Yancey is one of those 
rare Christians writers who are not 
afraid to ask the hard questions and 
is never content with pat answers.

Before becoming a famous and 
successful author for books like 
“What’s So Amazing about Grace,” 
he wrote those “drama in real life” 
articles for Reader’s Digest. And in 
his new book, “The Question That 

Never Goes Away,” Philip says that 
many of the people he wrote about, 
who had survived one tragedy or 
another, complained that too many 
Christians tried to minimize or 
explain away their suffering with 
comments such as, “God is punish-
ing you,” or, “No, it’s Satan,” or “In 
time it will make sense,” or “You’ve 
been specially selected to demon-
strate faith,” or “God needed them 
more than you do.”

Such well-intended comments 
only worsen the pain of those 
suffering. But Yancey is also not 
advocating that we run away from 
those hurting and suffering. I 
think “The Question that Never 
Goes Away” can make us all bet-
ter at reaching out to those who 
are suffering.

I talked with Yancey about “The 
Question That Never Goes Away.”

The book is centered on Yanc-
ey’s visits to the sites of three 
horrifi c tragedies—the war in Sa-
rajevo in the former Yugoslavia, 
where more than ten thousand 
people died; the tsunami in Ja-
pan, where nearly twenty thou-

sand people died; and the mass 
shooting in Newtown, Connecti-
cut, which left twenty school chil-
dren and six staff members dead, 
plus the mother of the shooter.

It was the last incident, at Sandy 
Hook Elementary, that affected 
him most directly, Yancey said.

“You kiss your daughter or son 
goodbye,” Philip told me, “you 
put them on the school bus, and 
then the next thing you hear is this 
message that no parent ever wants 
to hear.” Yancey spoke to grieving 
people at all three places and came 
away convinced that Christians 
must do a better job answering the 

perennial question, 
“What is God up to—
or not—in a world 
of such tragedy and 
pain?”

After all, it is 
Christians, not the 
so-called New Athe-
ists such as Richard 
Dawkins, that have 
an open door to 
help … if we will 
walk through it sen-
sitively. “If Richard Dawkins were 
consistent,” Yancey told me, “and 
if he were asked to speak to New-
town, he would say … this uni-
verse is a place of blind cosmic in-

difference. It’s a pitiless place. ... 
That doesn’t do much for parents 
who’ve just lost their six-year-old 
child.”

But Christians are able to genu-
inely offer hurting people com-
passion and hope, because Jesus 
offered both in his words and his 
actions. As Yancey pointed out in 
the interview, God Himself joined 
us in this world of suffering. “The 
Message” paraphrase of the Bible 
puts it this way: “The word became 
fl esh and blood and moved into 
our neighborhood.”

And don’t forget which neigh-
borhood: Bethlehem, a neighbor-

hood under Roman 
occupation, and the 
location of a slaugh-
ter of innocents or-
dered by an arro-
gant, tyrannical and 
paranoid king. The 
neighborhood Jesus 
freely moved into 
experienced shortly 
thereafter a carnage 
similar to Newtown. 
No, this doesn’t an-

swer all of our questions in the 
face of a tragedy. But it does tell 
us a bit about who God is, that 
He is committed to us … and He 
understands.

Yancey also reminded me that 
you don’t need to be a theologian 
to offer comfort and hope to hurt-
ing friends, family, and neighbors. 
“When I ask people, who helped 
you most,” he said, “not one time 
have they said, oh it was this Ph.D. 
in philosophy, or a graduate of a 
seminary, or a pastor.”

No, they say, it was someone like 
a grandmother who would sit by the 
bed, do simple tasks, and simply 
be available. “It’s the practical acts 
of mercy,” said Yancey, “where we 
actually become the body of Christ 
and demonstrate that kind of care 
and attention, that mean the most 
to someone trying to recover.”

This is the kind of apologetics 
we all can do. We all must do.

John Stonestreet is the Director 
of Strategic Partnerships for the 
Chuck Colson Center for Christian 
Worldview and is heard on Break-
point, a radio commentary (www.
breakpoint.org) that is broadcast 
on 400 stations with an audience 
of eight million.
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“What is God up to—or 
not—in a world of such 
tragedy and pain?”

As a child, Patrick had an 
encounter with God that would 
forever change the trajectory 
of his life and mission.
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By Phil Boatwright 

By now I’m sure you’ve heard 
the uproar over the $125 million 
Paramount Studios production of 
“Noah.” The controversy appears 
to stem from one source, an organi-
zation known as Faith Driven Con-
sumer, which raised concern about 
the fi lm’s commercial viability if 
Christians don’t support it. 

Faith Driven Consumer polled 
Christians, asking whether they 
would reject the fi lm due to a re-
ported inclusion of an environmen-
tal message and other emphases 
not seen in the true biblical ac-
count. The controversy has traveled 
the Internet and stirred curiosity.  

A lesser controversy concerns the 
“Son of God” fi lm. An extended 
episode from “The Bible,” a 10-seg-
ment special on the History Chan-
nel in 2013, “Son of God” opened 
nationwide Feb. 28 on 3000 screens. 

The Bible series drew ratings that 
caused even studio heads to marvel. 
So cynics are asking, “Is this a case 
of producers using a strategic mar-
keting plan merely to fi ll their own 
coffers?” 

I’m not for certain what has mo-
tivated the makers of Noah or those 
of Son of God. But who cares? 

Whatever the makers’ incentives, 
the fact remains that we have a pro-
duction dealing with an Old Tes-
tament man of God and another 
theatrical release built around the 
Savior of the world. Seldom do we 
see biblical tales playing in cinema 
complexes otherwise occupied by 
crude comedies, voyeuristic ro-
mances and senseless auctioneers. 
These two fi lms will do something 
other movies in the theaters won’t 
... spread the Word of God. 

On a press junket last year for the 
TV miniseries The Bible, I spoke 
with Roma Downey. She was nearly 
giddy concerning the production. 

“Just think about all the people 

‘Noah’ and the ‘Son of God’
Editor’s note: Paramount 

has added a disclaimer to 
“Noah” following mounting 
criticism and released a state-
ment on Feb. 28. The dis-
claimer which will be added to 
the movie states: “The fi lm is 
inspired by the story of Noah. 
While artistic license has been 
taken, we believe that this fi lm 
is true to the essence, values, 
and integrity of a story that is 
a cornerstone of faith for mil-
lions of people worldwide. The 
biblical story of Noah can be 
found in the book of Genesis.”

Actor Diogo Morgado stars in a scene from “Son of God,” which opened in 
theaters nationwide on Feb. 28. It is co-produced by husband-and-wife team 
Mark Burnett and Roma Downey.

who don’t know the Bible,” said 
the former star of “Touched By An 
Angel.” “We pray they will become 
interested in God’s Word and that 
believers will be reminded to make 
Bible study a part of their daily 
lives.” 

After the segment from The Bi-
ble featuring the life of Jesus aired 
on the History Channel, another 
controversy arose: 

“Someone made a comment 
that the actor who played the devil 
vaguely resembled our president, 
and suddenly the media went nuts,” 
Downey told The Hollywood Re-
porter. “The next day, when I was 
sure everyone would only be talk-
ing about Jesus, they were talking 
about Satan instead. 

“It gives me great pleasure to tell 
you that the devil is on the cutting-
room fl oor.... For our movie, Son of 
God, I wanted all of the focus to be 
on Jesus. I want His name to be on 
the lips of everyone who sees this 
movie, so we cast Satan out.” 

Does that sound like someone 
who just wants to make money off 
this project? No. From those I’ve 
met who know Downey and her 
producer/husband Mark Burnett, 
the consensus is they are both de-
vout in their faith and truly bur-
dened for the lost. 

As for the fi lm Noah, when I fi rst 
heard about the environmental 
theme, and knowing Tinseltown’s 
penchant for style over substance, 
I reread the account of the fl ood 
in Genesis 6-10. The knowledge 
of this soon-to-be released motion 
picture (March 28, 2014) had 
me reading the Bible in order to 
separate Hollywood fi ction from 
biblical fact. 

Will this movie get others to study 
God’s Word? Yes. Films such as Son 
of God and Noah can be stimuli for 
spiritual exploration to those who 
never studied Scripture. And these 
movies may renew in churchgoers 

sus’ earthly mission will be a fi rst 
for the youngest generation of mov-
iegoers. 

While I’m careful about telling 
readers which fi lms to support, 
let’s remember that in the enter-
tainment business, the success of a 
production is weighed in measures 
of gold. If these fi lms do well at the 
box offi ce, it sends a message to 

media moguls that there may be 
further audience interest in bibli-
cal principals and perhaps biblical 
principles. 

My advice: If you plan to see 
Noah or Son of God, read the sto-
ries in Scripture and study their 
signifi cance. These fi lms will cause 
conversation; be prepared to con-
verse.

an interest in Scripture. 
I suspect most of my readers have 

seen several fi lms about Christ, 
perhaps “King of Kings,” “Jesus of 
Nazareth,” “The Greatest Story 
Ever Told -- Jesus,” or “The Passion 
of the Christ.” Since The Passion of 
the Christ was released in 2004, a 
new cinematic presentation of Je-

By Leigh Jones
World News Service

COLORADO SPRINGS — The 
U.S. Air Force has awarded its 
Meritorious Service Medal to a 19-
year combat veteran who claimed 
his commanding offi cer fi red him 
because of his views on same-sex 
marriage.

Senior Master Sgt. Phillip Monk 
received the award, the second-
highest non-combat recognition 
the Air Force can bestow, on Feb. 
12. It is the best sign Monk won’t 
be punished for fi ling a religious 
discrimination complaint, said 
Michael Berry, senior council 
with the Liberty Institute, which 
represents Monk.

“This is a noble gesture by the 
Air Force to recognize Senior 
Master Sgt. Monk’s hard work and 
sacrifi ce,” Berry said in a statement. 
“I’m pleased that they’ve done the 
right thing by him. Because of his 
example, other service members 
should be encouraged to stand up 
for their religious beliefs.”

Monk claimed last year that his 
commanding offi cer, Maj. Elise 
Valenzuela, relieved him of his 
duty at Lackland Air Force Base in 

San Antonio because he refused to 
answer questions about his beliefs 
on same-sex marriage. Valenzuela 
is openly gay and had asked Monk 
whether people who disagreed with 
same-sex marriage discriminated 
against homosexuals. Monk, a 
Christian, believes marriage should 
only be between one man and one 
woman.

A Lackland spokesman dis-
puted Monk’s claims he was 
reassigned because of a dispute 
with Valenzuela, insisting his 
assignment was complete. But 
documentation released after 
the Liberty Institute fi led its com-
plaint on Monk’s behalf showed 
the assignment was not due to 
end for several more months. A 
spokeswoman for Monk’s previ-
ous unit then said the Air Force 
had ordered a formal investiga-
tion into the matter.

The service award is the Air 
Force’s way of publicly acknowl-
edging Monk did nothing wrong, 
Berry told me. Monk had feared 
his career might be over after fi l-
ing his complaint, but, according 
to Berry, the award indicates both 
“his career and pension are about 
as safe as they are going to get.” 

Air Force gives vet 
service award amid 
religious freedom fi ght
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By Nicole Lee
BP News Service

KIEV, Ukraine — A Baptist min-
ister has been elected as Ukraine’s 
interim president, prompting calls 
for Christians to pray for the belea-
guered nation and its new leader.

New interim president Olek-
sandr Turchynov was the right-
hand man of Yulia Tymoshenko, 
the former prime minister impris-
oned by Viktor Yanukovych when 
Yanukovych became president in 
2010. The former prime minister 
was released immediately follow-
ing Yanukovych’s removal from of-
fi ce Feb. 23, an ousting that came 
on the heels of a three-month-long 
protest movement in Kiev, the na-
tion’s capital.

Parliament voted Turchynov in-
terim president until early elections 
take place in May.

“We need to pray for him,” said 
Nik Ripken,* an expert on the 
persecuted church and 25-year vet-
eran with the International Mission 
Board.

Christians in Ukraine have a 
reputation, a moral base, that dates 
back to their witness to the govern-
ment during the days of the Soviet 
Union, said Ripken, who visited 
with many of Ukraine’s Christian 
leaders in 1998 to hear and record 
the stories of their faith and perse-
cution in that era.

“Now they are reaping the re-
wards of that witness and moral 
fi ber,” he said. “We must pray that 
they do not lose in power what they 
held so dear in opposition.”

Tim Johnson,* an IMB worker 
in Kiev, said Turchynov is generally 
well liked by the public and has a 
reputation for being honest and 

IMB PHOTO BY BRADY SAMPLE

Flowers and candles mark the path to Independence Square where more than 80 protesters died for their country during 
the three-month-long confl ict in Ukraine. Many Christians are praying for better days as country’s parliament elects Baptist 
preacher as interim president.

Ukraine believers hopeful as Baptist pastor is named interim president
trustworthy.

Turchynov has been in touch 
with the leaders of Ukraine’s 
churches, and they are supportive 
of his appointment and committed 
to pray for him, Johnson said.

In the midst of changes on 
the political front, Ukrainian 
believers continue to share 
Christ faithfully in Indepen-
dence Square. The evangelical 
prayer tent remains busy and 
continues to provide a venue to 
comfort the brokenhearted and 
give hope to the grieving in the 
name of Jesus.

Since Feb. 23, Ukrainians have 
fl ooded the city center to honor 
the protesters who died in the 
confl ict and to mourn corporately 
the loss of life and the destruction. 
News sources vary on the number 
of deaths, but most agree that more 
than 80 people died and thousands 
were wounded.

Johnson — along with Brady 
Sample,* another missionary — 
was in Independence Square re-
cently to visit the prayer tent. They 
marveled at the way Ukrainian be-
lievers were faithfully ministering 
despite their exhaustion.

“The people who have given of 
themselves, especially the people 
who have served, are tired and 
weary,” Sample said. “But they have 
hope — hope for a better future, a 
better life.”

Volunteers were set up all over 
the square giving out food and of-
fering medical help. In the prayer 
tent, believers also gave Scripture 
portions, Christian literature and 
comfort.

“Best of all, people were speaking 
with those who stopped — gracious 
words of welcome and listening 

ears. I was touched when a young 
man offered me a Gospel portion,” 
Johnson said. “I explained that I 
was there to make a donation and 
wanted to thank him and others 
for their ministry. Their little box 
for offerings was full and so was my 
joy in seeing my Ukrainian brothers 
and sisters serving in such a mean-
ingful way.”

The prayer tent has been a fi x-
ture on Independence Square 
throughout the protests.

Vera Moroz,* a Ukrainian friend 
of Johnson’s, called the Christian 
volunteers heroes.

“I am not sure we will ever know 
in this lifetime, but I do believe that 
one day in heaven we will meet 
many who came to Jesus because 
of the believers on [Independence 
Square],” Moroz said. “These are 
heroes who were willing to give up 
everything to be Jesus to their coun-
trymen and to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with them in the struggle 
against tyranny, oppression and 
injustice. The nation will forever 
be in debt to them — the church 
in Ukraine even more so. They are 
truly heroes of the faith.”

Although the violence has 

passed, there is a sense of sorrow 
and mourning throughout the city. 
Johnson said he was overcome with 
grief as he walked around the con-
fl ict zone.

“People slowly walked and took 
time to pause in front of memori-
als, which lined the streets. Some 
bowed their heads. Others crossed 
themselves and prayed. Many 
placed fl owers. There was no thrill 
of victory on the people’s faces, 
only sadness,” Johnson said. “God 
is at work and people’s hearts are 
open. I too am sor rowful, but also 
hopeful.”
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By Kaitlyn Speer
World News Service

CAIRO — Kerolas Adel Abdel-
Malak, a 25-year-old Christian 
from Egypt, was on his way home 
from Minya City last week when 
he was kidnapped at gunpoint 
and later held for ransom. 

Malak’s attack is the most re-
cent in a long list of Christian 
kidnappings in Minya province 
in Upper Egypt, 125 miles south 
of Cairo. At least eight similar 
cases were reported in the last 
two weeks alone.

“Minya has probably the high-
est percentage of Christians in 
the country,” said Todd Daniels, 
a regional spokesman for Inter-
national Christian Concern. “In 
[Minya] province and villages, 
where most of the kidnappings 
happen, there is a lot of poverty.”

While Christians make up an 
estimated 50 percent of Minya’s 
residents, they only amount to 
about 10 percent of Egypt’s over-
all population.

In Upper Egypt, the secu-
rity structures are much weaker 
than in Cairo. Police stations are 
often overrun, and many crimi-
nal gangs are allowed to operate 
with impunity. Virtual lawless-
ness leaves Christians vulnerable 
to kidnappings. With little help 
from local police, many people 
are left to live in fear.

“Christians have been targeted 
largely because they view Christians 
as wealthy,” Daniels told me. 

According to Daniels, 69 Chris-
tian kidnappings were docu-
mented last year in the Minya 
province. In 61 cases, kidnappers 
got a ransom in exchange for 
releasing their victims. Ransom 
demands have ranged from 
$7,000 to $500,000. 

“Having those numbers really 
does show it’s really for the money,” 
Daniels added. 

Based on the cases reported by 
International Christian Concern, 
the number of kidnappings re-
mains unchanged from last year, 
and young people are now being 
targeted more frequently.

On Jan. 25, a Muslim mob 
abducted 17-year-old Marcos 
Zakaria, who lived in Minya and 
is a student in his fi nal year of 
secondary school. Another mob 
abducted 10-year-old Marcos 
Ibrahim Ayoub from his father’s 
farm on Feb. 1, and 10-year-old 
Sandy Girgis Ramses was also 
taken. Kidnappers demanded a 
ransom in both cases, and the 
children have not been returned 
to their families. Nazlat El Mal-
ak, a 23-year-old shop owner, 
was abducted from his store the 
same day after refusing to pay 
extortion fees to “armed Muslim 
thugs.”

Gunmen abducted Esther Ka-
dis on Feb. 2 while she was on 
her way to church, but she was 
rescued before the day was over 
after police arrested her kidnap-
pers. Two Christians were also 
kidnapped on Feb. 3, and in 
both cases abductors demanded 
a ransom.

Daniels said he’s not sure 
why younger people are being 
targeted, but it may be because 
kidnappers believe families are 
more likely to pay ransom for 

children or youth and will pay it 
more quickly. 

It’s not clear who’s behind the 
kidnappings. Illegal gangs are 
responsible for some, and specu-
lation points to individual Mus-
lim Brotherhood members. 

“[There’s] not really enough 
evidence to point to specifi c di-
rectives from Muslim Brother-
hood leadership,” Daniels said. 
“[I] wouldn’t feel comfortable 
saying the Muslim Brotherhood 
as an organization was behind 
it, but it seems targeted towards 
Christians.”

Of the 69 reported kidnap-
pings in Minya province last 
year, police were involved in 
only four of the cases, and of the 
four, one kidnapping victim was 
actually killed.

Christian children 
among targets of 
kidnappers in Egypt

SAN CLEMENTE — Three South-
ern California organizations are 
among 48 nationwide to be named 
Best Christian Workplaces for 2014. 

Christian Leadership Alliance in 
San Clemente, Desert Vineyard in 
Lancaster and Real Life Christian 
Church in Valencia were all certi-
fi ed for the most recent annual list. 
In the six months prior to the list’s 
January release, 98 organizations 
participated in the survey. According 
to BCWI offi cials, certifi cation is not 
easy, with many organizations having 
to participate in the survey multiple 

times before receiving certifi cation. 
Each year since 2003, BCWI rec-

ognizes exceptional organizations 
whose leadership understands that 
employee engagement results from 
a flourishing culture and drives 
positive ministry outcomes. During 
its 11 years of certifying organizations, 
BCWI has surveyed more than 135,000 
employees from 575 organizations in 
the United States, Canada, Australia 
and South Africa. 

Certifi ed Best Christian Workplaces 
are diverse and include churches, 
schools, universities, parachurch 

missions, product and services fi rms, 
book publishers and radio stations. 

Others on the national list include 
the American Bible Society, New 
York, N.Y.; Care Net, Lansdowne, Va.; 
Coalition for Christian Outreach, 
Pittsburgh, Penn.; College of Biblical 
Studies, Houston, Texas; Denver Res-
cue Mission, Denver, Colo.; Lancaster 
Bible College, Lancaster, Penn.; Logos 
Bible Software, Bellingham, Wash.; 
Olivet Nazarene University, Bourbon-
nais, Ill.; Phoenix Seminary, Phoenix, 
Ariz.; and Samaritan Ministries Inter-
national, Peoria, Ill.

COSTA MESA — Vanguard Uni-
versity inaugurated its 10th president 
in February, selecting its new leader 
from its own ranks. 

Michael J. Beals, Ph.D., who began 
his tenure at Vanguard in 1977, was 
celebrated during a weeklong series 
of events. The week’s events kicked 
off with an inaugural worship service, 
where hundreds turned out at New-
port Mesa Church. An inaugural lec-
ture followed the next day with nearly 

800 in attendance as Dr. Miroslav Volf, 
founding director of Yale Center for 
Faith, spoke on two theological topics. 

The activities continued with the 
formal installation ceremony—fea-
turing former presidents Dr. Wayne 
Kraiss, Dr. Murray Dempster and Dr. 
Carol Taylor— at St. Andrew’s Pres-
byterian Church in Newport Beach. 

Beals began teaching at Vanguard 
as an adjunct faculty member in 
1991. In 2005, he became an assistant 

professor of philosophical theology 
and Christian ethics. He left that 
position in 2009. In 2012, after serv-
ing for 23 years as the senior pastor 
of Mission Hills Community Church 
in Rancho Santa Margarita, Beals 
returned to Vanguard as dean of spiri-
tual formation, a position in which he 
served as the university pastor for the 
Vanguard community and the senior 
administrator of the Spiritual Forma-
tion Department.

Best Christian Workplaces named

Vanguard installs 10th president
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Register at www.cheaofca.org

May 29-30, 2014
Disneyland® Hotel & Convention Center

California’s Largest Homeschool Convention

 Free Mini-Conference for New Homeschoolers
 Parents of Preschoolers attend free
 Huge Disneyland® Hotel discount
 Used Curriculum Exchange 
 High School Graduation
 “Mercy Rule” screening hosted by Kirk Cameron
 Jump! Faith in Motion Children’s Convention 
 Teen Convention with Generation Joshua/iAdvocate
 Discounted Tickets to Disneyland® Theme Parks
 Ultimate Giveaway – Free Prizes
 Huge Exhibit Hall
 Free online “Gift Basket” AND Literature Bag

Great for the entire family!

Also…
Steve and Annette Economides, 

The Money Smart Family
Dr. Brian Ray, National Home 

Education Research Institute
Andrew Pudewa, Institute for 

Excellence in Writing

Kirk Cameron, 
actor, producer, 
homeschool dad

Keynote speaker

Watch for regular updates and inside 
information on our Facebook page.

Be sure to subscribe to our e-newsletter, CHEA 
Connection, and the bi-monthly digital magazine, 
The California Parent Educator.

Pre-register by April 21 and save $15 

Themes in Focus (look for additional workshops on these subjects): 
Teaching Children with Learning Diffi culties | High School and Beyond | Preschool 
Family Life/Finances | Beginning Homeschooling | Worldview

Assure Pregnancy Clinic offers a variety of medical, educational, emotional and spiritual counseling services to those facing unplanned pregnancies.

Assure Pregnancy Clinic, 9675 Monte Vista Ave., Montclair

9675 Monte Vista, Suite G, Montclair, CA 91763 | (909) 621-4800 | www.assurelife.org

For more info, call Renee LaPointe at 909.456.9558, or email Events@assurepregnancy.org

A Fun Family Event – The Walk 4 Life is a FUNdraiser to help Assure Pregnancy 
Clinics assist women and their families facing unexpected pregnancies with options 
counseling, medical services, parenting support, and post-abortion healing.

Walk 4 Life

engage the locks, you hear a buzz. 
And that’s it,” Posten said. “If you 
needed anything, if you had to go 
to the bathroom, you would have to 
bang really, really loud. You could 
die in there and they wouldn’t know 
until they checked.”

Sometimes, Posten admitted, 
she instigated trouble with other 
inmates so she could get solitary 
confi nement; those cells had their 
own bathrooms.

“Being locked up didn’t really 
bother me because I knew I was safe 
in there,” she said. “I didn’t have 
to worry about where I was going 
to eat, I didn’t have to worry about 
where I was going to sleep, I didn’t 
worry about someone coming in to 
molest me. I didn’t have to worry 
about someone abusing me.

“It’s sad, but other kids were pray-
ing to go home and I was praying 
to stay—because it was the safest 
place I knew.”

That’s because staying at her 
Dayton, Ohio home was no longer 
an option. 

For years, Posten’s father ver-

bally and physically abused her 
Vietnamese mother. Hampered 
by her limited English skills and 
with no viable resources to fi ght 
her domineering ex-husband, her 
mother was unable to gain custody 
of their only child. 

Divorce failed to stop his abuse 
of the woman he had married. 

“He continued to stalk, verbally 
and physically abused her, so even-
tually she fl ed town,” Posten said 
of her mother. “At that time there 
weren’t any laws to protect victims 
of domestic violence.

“Then his anger turned towards 
me. When I was in the sixth grade 
I confi ded in a teacher and, be-
cause they weren’t able to locate 
my mother, I was placed in foster 
care.”

While entering the juvenile jus-
tice system removed Posten from 
one threatening environment, it 
did little to protect her as she was 
trundled from one family to the 
next. Each time, her few belong-
ings scooped into plastic garbage 
bags for the transition.

Other times she didn’t wait for 
her caseworkers to act, includ-
ing the night she fl ed one foster 
home after the dad attempted to 

rape her. 
“It was snowing and I was so cold 

that I broke into an empty house to 
warm up,” she said. “I remember 
laying there, crying and asking 
God what I did to deserve the life 
I had. Part of me wanted to die so 
the misery would end. The other 
part was begging God to protect 
me as I slept.”

Even as she instinctually fought 
for survival, Posten admits fear was 
her scruffy cloak.

“Being a female in foster care or 
homeless is really dangerous,” she 
said. “I was always worried about 
dying. But my biggest fear was that 
no one would even care or miss 
me. I think I still have the fear of 
dying without making a difference 
in someone’s life.”

Eventually, it was the very con-
fi nes of Juvenile Hall where Posten 
fi rst felt release from bondage.  

“There were many times in my 
life that I questioned God for my 
suffering,” she said, adding that 
during her extended stay in Juve-
nile Hall she was given the option 
of staying in her cell or attending 
Sunday worship services.

“I chose the latter and that is 
when I was introduced to the 
Bible,” she said. “Psalms 25 was my 
go-to whenever I had problems.”

Turning it around
Nearly a year after she was in-

carcerated, a witness fi nally came 
forward to exonerate Posten. She 
was placed in a group home and 
got a job as a lifeguard at a local 
recreation center.

“No matter what I went through 
the night before, I looked forward 
to going to work and teaching kids 
how to swim,” she said. “The kids 
really looked up to me and it was 
the fi rst time in my life I felt like I 
mattered to someone.”

The teen worked hard, stayed 
clean and was able to get her own 
apartment several months after 
aging out of the system—but not 
before living on the streets yet 
again when she found herself 
sandwiched between losing her 
government-funded place in the 
group home on her 18th birthday 
and her leased apartment what 
wasn’t ready for two more months. 

“I had no furniture, other than 
an air mattress and milk crate that 
doubled as a chair and a table with 
a slab of wood on top,” Posten said. 

It was a permanent shelter, but 
still wasn’t home.

“I still couldn’t help but to sleep 
lightly, fearful that someone would 
come in to get me,” she said. “It 
took a long time for the feelings 
of anxiety to go away—thinking 
that a social worker would come in 
anytime with garbage bags to move 
me to another home.”

Finding Mom
At 19 she managed to track down 

her mother and moved to San 
Diego to be near her. As Posten 
worked on that relationship, she 
married and had a daughter of her 
own. As her daughter neared the 
teen years, Posten had an oppor-
tunity to redeem her childhood at 
the urging of her husband, Clark, 
who was moved by a TV program 
about a couple who adopted special 
needs children.

 “It’s so sad there are kids out 
there that will feel like you did 
growing up,” he told his wife. “We 
should open our home to them.”

Fueled by the insecurity of her 
past, Posten said she began to 
seeking excuses to avoid the issue.

“I always knew I wanted to be a 
foster parent and give a child the 
home I never had, but I had doubts 
about what kind of parent I would 
be,” said Posten, who serves as a 
full-time case manager and client 
advocate at a residential housing 
program for senior and disabled 
adults. 

All she knew about parenting, 
Posten told her husband, was what 
she learned from a book. 

 “You know what a bad parent 
looks like. So just do the opposite,” 
he said. 

The family decided to expand 
their family through Koinonia Fam-
ily Services, a state-wide organiza-
tion that matches foster children 
with families in hopes of getting 
them adopted. 

“Angela is amazing,” said Amy 
Sarmiento, a district administrator 
serving the region for Koinonia. 
“Her own journey gives her the 
insight and the heart to provide 
what these kids really need; un-
conditional acceptance.” 

In addition to their biological 
daughter, the couple now has 
two adopted foster children and 
a foster son. 

Clark, she said, has proved to 
be an integral partner in forming 
their new family unit.

“Together, we are a complete 
picture because we have been on 
both sides, so to speak,” she said. 

“He comes from a very traditional, 
loving, Christian family and his 
parents have been instrumental 
in all our lives.  
“Some days are warm and fuzzy, 

like reading a bedtime story to a 
child for their very fi rst time. That’s 
a great feeling. But, I’m also more 
sensitive to things that wouldn’t 
bother other people.”

Not a bag lady
That includes the seemingly in-

nocuous use of plastic bags. 
“Putting clothes into plastic 

bags—even if it’s just for wet clothes 
at the pool—it brings up feelings 
for me, so the kids’ things are al-
ways put neatly in backpacks,” the 
mother of fi ve said.

Tapping into the promises of He-
brews 11:1, which offers that “Faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen,” 
Posten said she has fi nally seen her 
journey go full circle.

“As a kid I couldn’t understand 
why I went through everything I 
did,” she said. “Now I realize those 
struggles made me a better parent 
and a better person. In the midst 
of a storm I can put on my lipstick, 
smile and say ‘OK God, let’s do it!”

God’s vision for family
By relying on God, Posten said, 

she’s discovered she doesn’t have 
to have the perfect house or per-
fect life to be a good mom with an 
open heart.

“The devil will tell you a hun-
dred reasons why you aren’t good 
enough,” she said. “But there are 
a million ways to be a great foster 
parent. People are always telling 
us how wonderful we are for what 
we do. But the truth is, the kids are 
the true blessing. Every day they 
teach us about love, acceptance, 
forgiveness and resiliency. It breaks 
my heart every time we have to turn 
down a placement because we sim-
ply don’t have the room. Imagine 
the impact we could have in God’s 
plan if every Christian home took 
in one child.”

For teens still seeking a place to 
call home, Posten said there is hope 
that circumstances don’t have to 
defi ne a person’s identity.

“A piece of carbon has to go 
through a lot of heat and pressure 
in order to become a diamond,” she 
said. “The diffi cult times will help 
you be stronger and more brilliant. 
The foster child label may be a legal 
status, but it is not who you are.”

FOSTER MOM…
Continued from page 1



IE Mar-Apr 2014 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • 9www.christianexaminer.com

Come to Big Bear Lake in the San Bernardino Mountains

Sa Ha Le Lodge
(909) 866-4155
www.sahale.org

Spring & Summer 
Camps available

We provide modern facilities 
You provide your cook, food, and program

For that mountain top experience! Where God makes the difference.

Associate through Ph.D.

FOR A FREE CATALOG, CONTACT US AT

352-621-4991 or write to us
5480 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

DEGREES 

■  Associate and Bachelor Degrees
■  Biblical Studies & Ministry Development Focus
■  Theology, Bible Languages, & Ministry Courses
■  Affordable Tuition & Excellence in Education
■  Day / Evening Classes Monday - Thursday
■  Online Course Coming Soon!

Call or write for a free catalog!

Spring Quarter Begins March 31st

951-333-2594
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” - II Tim 2:15

New Student Scholarships Available

MAR 4 • TUESDAY
40 Days for Life Kick-off Event, constant 
vigil with Casey Angulo & Pastor Michael 
Lantz, 6pm. Public right-of-way in front 
of Riverside Planned Parenthood, 3772 
Tibbetts, Riverside • (714) 515-2701, 
40daysforlife.com/Riverside

MAR 5 • WEDNESDAY
“Wearing of the Green” Luncheon with 
Natasha Wills speaking, 11-12:30pm. 
Calimesa Country Club, 1300 S. Third 
St., Calimesa. $12 • (951) 797-3687, 
(909) 795-2796

MAR 8-9 • SAT-SUN
Free Electronic Waste Collection Event, 
9am. Albertsons Store, 30901 Riverside 
Drive, Lake Elsinore. By Community 
Outreach Ministry • (951) 698-7650

MAR 13-15 • THU-SAT
20s, 30s So Cal Singles Retreat with 
Tim & Samantha Keller speaking, 4pm. 
Thousand Pines Christian Camp. $180. 
By Single+Passion Ministries • (951) 
440-4201

MAR 14 • FRIDAY
Fellowship Night, 6-10pm. Mulligan 
Family Fun Center, 24950 Madison 
Ave., Murrieta • (951) 696-9696, mul-
liganmurrieta.com

Regina Courtney presents “Gather The 
Fragments” a concert of encouragement, 
7pm. Immanuel Praise Fellowship, 9592 
7th Street, Rancho Cucamonga • (909) 
477-3331

MAR 15 • SATURDAY
A Paige Production “Let’s Talk Church” 
a gospel comedy with Mary “Liz” Paige 
Live, 2pm. Grace Chapel of San Ber-
nardino, 1595 E. Art Townsend Drive. 
$10-25 • (909) 382-8540

Annie Moses Band, in concert, 7:30pm, 
Loma Linda University Church, 11125 Cam-
pus St., Loma Linda. By Calimesa Concert 
Series • itickets.com, 1-800-965-9324

MAR 20 • THURSDAY
The Bible Tour 2014 featuring Natalie 
Grant, Jason Gray, Sidewalk Prophets, 
Meredith Andrews, Francesca Bat-
tistelli & Chris August, 7pm. Saddleback 
Church, 1 Saddleback Pkwy, Lake For-
est • bibleexperiencetour.com

MAR 28-29 • FRI-SAT
Facedown Fest 2014 with War of Ages, 
My Epic & Saving Grace. Valley Christian 
Church, Chino • (909) 627-8196, face-
downrecords.com/2014/01/09/5866/

MAR 29-APR 27
“Ben-Hur.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm & 
7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse The-
ater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, $7-18 
• lifehousetheater.com

APR 2 • WEDNESDAY
Yucaipa, Calimesa, Pass Women’s 
Connection “Easter Bonnet” Luncheon 
with June Wade speaking, 11-12:30pm. 
Calimesa Country Club, 1300 S. Third 
St., Calimesa. $12 • (951) 797-3687, 
(909) 795-2796

APR 5 • SATURDAY
Walk 4 Life, 8:30am-12noon, As-
sure Pregnancy Clinic, 9675 Monte 
Vista Ave., Montclair. Register at www.
walk4lifeinfo.org • (9090 621-4800, 

Gaither Homecoming Tour 2014 with 
Bill Gaither and the Gaither Vocal Band, 
The Martins, The Isaacs, Angela Primm, 
Charlotte Ritchie, Kevin Williams, Mat-
thew Holt. 6pm, Citizen’s Business 
Bank Arena, Ontario • 1-888-929-7849, 
premierproductions.com

APR 10 • THURSDAY
Love Skate, family friendly roller skate 
night with MC NickdoG & DJ Jason 
Dean, 6pm. Fiesta Village, 1405 E. 
Washington St., Colton. $7. By Reality 
Rock • (909) 912-9320

APR 12 • SATURDAY
Kingdom Development Institute Open 
House, 11am-2pm. 3401 Centre Lake 
Drive Ste. 450, Ontario • 1-800-353-
1726, kdionline.org

APR 20 • SUNDAY
Sunrise Service, 6am. Calvary Chapel 
Jurupa Valley, 9215 Orco Parkway, 
Riverside • (951) 685-1180

APR 25 • FRIDAY
Revive Outreach, venue for Christian 
women to be more intentional about 
sharing their faith, 4:30pm (Vendor 
Expo), 6:30pm (Service). Crossroads 
Church Corona. $15-20. By Gap Gals 
Ministry • (949) 370-1509, gapgals.org

APR 25-26 • FRI-SAT
2014 Christian Writers Conference with 
Steve Hutson, Rachelle Gardner, Cecil 
Murphey, Antonio Crawford, Lane Ethridge 
& more. Trinity Presbyterian Church, 13922 
Prospect Ave., Santa Ana • occwf.org

APR 26 • SATURDAY
Breaking Through Young Women’s 
Conference, 9am. Calvary Chapel Costa 
Mesa, 3800 S. Fairview Street, Santa 
Ana. By White As Wool Ministries • (714) 
979-4422, breakingthrough.cccm.com

APR 26-27 • SAT-SUN
Free Electronic Waste (E-Waste) Col-
lection Event, 9am, at Target in the Cal 
Oaks Plaza in Murrieta. By Community 
Outreach Ministry• (951) 698-7650

Free E-Waste Community Event, 9am-
4pm. Target Cal Oaks Plaza, 41040 
California Oaks Rd., Murrieta • (951) 698-
7650, communityoutreachministry.org

APR 27 • SUNDAY
Walk for Life 2014, food, fun & enter-
tainment, 11:30am-3:30pm. Ronald 
Reagan Sports Park, Rancho Vista 
Way, Temecula • (951) 699-9808 x103, 
birthchoicetemecula.com

MAY 10-JUN 1 
“Heidi.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm & 
7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse The-
ater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, $7-18 
• lifehousetheater.com

MAY 16-17 • FRI-SAT
17th Annual Southern California Festival & 
Sale with quilt auction, food court, kids’ 
activities, farmer’s market & more. Pacifi c 
Christian Center, Arrow Highway & San Anto-
nio Ave., Upland • socalfestivalandsale.org

MAY 18 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up SpringFest 2014 with 
SkyPilot, 6pm. Packinghouse Amphi-
theater, 27165 San Bernardino Ave., 
Redlands. Free • (909) 793-8744, 
thepackinghouse.org

MAY 25 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up SpringFest 2014 with 
Hilary & Kate, 6pm. Packinghouse 
Amphitheater, 27165 San Bernardino 
Ave., Redlands. Free • (909) 793-8744, 
thepackinghouse.org

MAY 29-31 • THU-SAT
31st Annual Christian Home Educators 
Association Convention with Kirk Cam-
eron, Steve & Annette Economides, Dr. 
Brian Ray & Andrew Pudewa speaking. 
More than 70 workshops & Exhibitor 
Workshops. The Disneyland Hotel & 
Convention Center, 1150 W. Magic Way, 
Anaheim • cheaofca.org

JUN 1 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up SpringFest 2014 with 
AJ Degrasse, 6pm. Packinghouse 
Amphitheater, 27165 San Bernardino 
Ave., Redlands. Free • (909) 793-8744, 
thepackinghouse.org

JUN 8 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up SpringFest 2014 with 
The Altar Billies, 6pm. Packinghouse 
Amphitheater, 27165 San Bernardino 
Ave., Redlands. Free • (909) 793-8744, 
thepackinghouse.org

JUN 13 • FRIDAY
Amy Grant in concert, 7pm. Pasadena 
Civic Auditorium. $15-50. By The Salva-
tion Army • tsatickets.org

JUN 13-15 • FRI-SUN
6th Annual So Cal Singles Retreat with 
various pastors & leaders, 3pm. Calvary 
Chapel Conference Center Twin Peaks. 
$195 & $245. By Single+Passion Min-
istries • (951) 440-4201, SoCalSingles-
Retreat.com

JUN 14-JUL 13
“Treasure Island.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 
2:15pm & 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, Life-
House Theater, 1135 N Church St., 
Redlands, $7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

JUN 15 • SUNDAY
Freedom-Up SpringFest 2014 with Bren-
den McPeek & the Soul Reformation, 6pm. 
Packinghouse Amphitheater, 27165 San 
Bernardino Ave., Redlands. Free • (909) 
793-8744, thepackinghouse.org

JUN 20 • FRIDAY
Fellowship Night, 6-10pm. Mulligan 
Family Fun Center, 24950 Madison 
Ave., Murrieta • (951) 696-9696, mul-
liganmurrieta.com

Spirit West Coast 2014, with Mercy Me, 
Tenth Avenue North, Colton Dixon, Sanctus 
Real, Kutless & Plumb in concert. Citizens 
Business Bank Arena, Ontario • spiritwest-
coast.org, transparentproductions.com

JUL 17-19 • THU-SAT
International Marriage & Family Summit 
with Gary Chapman, Ted Cunningham, 
Ron Deal, Meg Meeker, Gary Thomas & 
more speaking. Sheraton San Diego Hotel 
& Marina, San Diego. By American As-
sociation of Christian Counselors • 1-800-
526-8673, MarriageSummit.AACC.net

JUL 26-AUG 31
“Annie.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm & 
7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse The-
ater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, $7-18 
• lifehousetheater.com

SEP 13-OCT 12

“Samson.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm & 
7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse The-
ater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, $7-18 
• lifehousetheater.com

OCT 5 • SUNDAY

Harvest American 2014 with Greg 
Laurie, live streaming nationwide 
Evangelistic event from Dallas, TX • 
1-800-821-3300

OCT 5-NOV 16

“Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the 
Basker Villes.” Fri 7:30pm; Sat 2:15pm 
& 7:30pm; Sun 2:15pm, LifeHouse 
Theater, 1135 N Church St., Redlands, 
$7-18 • lifehousetheater.com

OCT 18 • SATURDAY

The Celebration of Justice 2014 & Silent 
Auction with Dr. Benjamin S. Carson 
speaking. Disney’s Grand Californian 
Hotel  & Spa. By The Pacifi c Justice 
Institute • (714) 796-7151



10 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • Mar-Apr 2014 IE www.christianexaminer.com

CHURCHES AVAILABLE  
FOR SHARED LEASE

Call 909 987-9436 or 951 313-7972
Harold E. Miller - Broker

churchbroker@gmail.com
California DRE License No 00403837

Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary 
seats 225, kitchen, classrooms, $2,500 
per month 

Rancho Cucamonga: Chapel seats 
125, 3 classrooms and kitchen, $1,600 
per month 

Rancho Cucamonga: Sanctuary seats 
600, 3 classrooms, $3,500 per month 

Upland: Sanctuary seats 125, 
classrooms, $2,000 per month 

FULL TIME USE:

Rancho Cucamonga: 3-room office 
for a pastor who needs an office 
away from home. DSL and all utilities 
included. $900 per month

UPLAND 
MANOR  

(909) 985-1215
www.uplandmanor.com

Christian Senior Living

Church for Sale

17487 Arrow Blvd.
Fontana, California

Harold E. Miller, Broker

909-987-9436 

CHURCHES FOR RENT 

The COMPLETE WORKS of

Charles G. Finney at
www.charlesgfinney.com

Food for Hungry Hearts!
Victory over Sin through Christ!

CHURCHES FOR SALE
Religious sites for sale in Hawaiian Gardens, 
Fontana, Yucca Valley, Riverside, Colton and others 
see www.churchwanted.com. Cash buyer for church 
within 10 miles of West Covina. Urgent buyers for 
Norwalk, Santa Ana, Irvine, Riverside and others. 
Free consultation regarding your church value, 
potential share of your building, relocation needs. 
Call Raphael Realty, (213) 999-9939 or church 
realtor@gmail.com. If you are a religious group, we 
can help. 30+ years of experience with religious 
sites exclusively. Members CA and National Assoc. 
of Realtors. DRE #00713881.

CHURCHES WANTED
Churches Wanted: For sale or lease; We have 
buyers waiting. Experienced Church Specialist, 
member of National and California Association 
of Realtors. Need help? Call Western Brokerage 
at (909) 822-2923 or Henry at (951) 529-2330. 
Email Henry@westernbrokerageco.com; www.west-
ernbrokerageco.com. DRE License # 00761467.

EDUCATION
Bankruptcy or Immigration Paralegal. Training, 
certifi cate & placement. $395. (626) 552-2885.

FOR SALE
Dry Cleaners For Sale. Call (909) 228-3016 for 
more details. Owner retiring. 

HELP WANTED
Evangelical Christian Credit Union is seeking a 
strategic leader to fi ll the role of Chief Operations 
Offi cer. To submit your confi dential application and 
learn more about the position, please visit us at 
www.dhilton.com and click on Find a Job. Or apply 
to jessica@dhilton.com.

ROOMS FOR RENT
West Covina. Unfurnished, own bath, gated. House 
privileges, utilities included. $550/month. No 
smoking or drugs. (626) 918-3599. 

Furnished, Master Bedroom Suite for rent. Riverside 
$550/month. (951) 263-8903.

SERVICES
South Bay Christian Writer of creative Resumes 
and other Writing Essentials. (310) 326-0728

SINGLES
Christian singles activities for Southern California: 
dinner-dances, cruises, New Year’s Eve dance, fun 
activities. Visit ChristianSinglesFunEvents.com or 
call (714) 622-4002.

VACATION RENTALS
Lake Arrowhead Vacation Homes: Great for Fami-
lies, Retreats, Reunions. (562) 427-9810.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Work from home. Are you looking to work from 
home and earn extra money? Business opportunity 
available with major skin care company. Details at 
www.clearskin2014.com. Questions? Call Tasha 
at (404) 353-2290.

CHURCHES FOR RENT
Church for rent in Fontana Downtown. Recently 
remodeled 700+ sanctuary, children classrooms 
and parking space for 100 cars. Available for 
Sunday afternoons, Saturdays and one more day 
during weekdays. Contact us @ (909) 520-0957, 
(909)520-3487.

ATTORNEYS

Place your classifi ed online at christianexaminer.com. Click on “Classifi eds” link.

IE relief team heading 
to the Philippines 

ONTARIO — A medical relief 
team comprised of nurses and vol-
unteers from Southern California’s 
Inland Empire are raising funds for 
a disaster relief mission to the Phil-
ippines.

The trip, which will hit Cebu, 
Bohol and Camotes—the three 
most devastated areas impacted 
by a 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
and Typhoon Haiyan —is being 
coordinated by Operation Life 
Center Ministries, several Phil-
ippine-based organizations and 
Inland Empire churches. Typhoon 
Yolanda was one of the deadliest 
storms to ever hit the Philippines, 
impacting 9.5 million people and 
resulting in 600,000 people being 
displaced from their homes. As 
many as 20,000 are believed to have 
died in the twin tragedies. 

Donations can be made online 
at www.youcaring.com/hopephilip-
pines.

Recycled e-waste 
fundraiser set

MURRIETA — Community Out-
reach Ministry will hold a fund-
raising electronic waste collection 
event at 9 a.m. April 26 and 27 at 
Target in the Cal Oaks Plaza.

Although the collection event is 
free, donations will be accepted. 
All proceeds benefi t the work of 
Community Outreach Ministry, a 
Wildomar ministry that strives to 
break the cycle of crime, incarcera-
tion, illiteracy and poverty by giving 
at-risk and needy children a second 
chance. 

The obsolete electronics are re-

cycled and converted to pennies 
per pound, which multiplies into 
scholarships to send children to 
summer camp, organizers said. 

For more information, visit www.
communityoutreachministry.org or 
call (951) 698-7650.

Women to gather 
for Revive

CORONA — The Gap Gals Min-
istry will hold its Revive Outreach 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. April 25 at 
Crossroads Church.

The event begins with a vendor 
fair, featuring as many as 25 dif-
ferent products. Doors to the eve-
ning’s program open at 6:45 p.m.

Revive, which involves the com-
munity and numerous churches, is 
a one-night event seeking to offer 
hope, healing or encouragement 
through an inspirational speaker 
and music. 

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 
at the door.

For more information, visit www.
gapgals.org/revive-outreach. 

Bonnets and blessings
CALIMESA — The Yucaipa, 

Calimesa and Pass Women’s Con-
nection will host an “Easter Bon-
net” luncheon from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. April 2 at the Calimesa 
Country Club. Doors open at 10:30 
a.m.

The speaker for the event will be 
June Wade, a professional country 
and inspirational singer who will 
share how she learned to forgive 
those who had hurt her. She will 
also perform.

A hat contest, judged by Polly 
Drucke, is also on the agenda.

Tickets are $12 per person.

The country club is located at 
1300 S. Third St.

Reservations may be made by 
calling (951) 797-3687 or (909) 
795-2796.

Packinghouse 
concert series

REDLANDS — The Packing-
house will hold “Freedom-Up 
Spring Fest 2014,” a fi ve-week out-
door concert series beginning at 6 
p.m. May 18 at the church’s amphi-
theater. 

The fi rst night will feature the 
Aussie acoustic duo Skypilot. In 
addition to the worship set, Pastor 
Greg Opean will present a message.

The gathering will also include 
skate ramps for the teens (parent’s 
signature required). A taco cart will 
also be onsite. 

A free-will offering will be taken.
Guests are encouraged to bring 

their own beach chair or blankets 
for the lawn.

The church is located at 27165 
San Bernardino Ave.

For more information, visit www.
thepackinghouse.org or call (909) 
793-8744. 

Homeschool convention 
set for Disneyland Hotel

ANAHEIM — California’s larg-
est homeschool convention will 
take place May 29 to 30 at the 
Disneyland Hotel & Convention 
Center. The keynote speaker 
will be actor and producer Kirk 
Cameron who, himself, is a home-
schooling dad.

Other speakers include Steve and 
Annette Economides, The Money 
Smart Family; Dr. Brian Ray, Na-

tional Home Education Research 
Institute; and Andrew Pudewa, In-
stitute for Excellence in Writing.

The convention, which draws 
thousands from up and down the 
state each year, will offer more than 
70 workshops on subjects such as 
Teaching Children with Learn-
ing Diffi culties, High School and 
Beyond, Preschool, Family Life/
Finances, Beginning Homeschool-
ing, and Worldview.

Other features include a Used 
Curriculum Exchange, a screening 
of the movie “Mercy Rule” hosted 
by Cameron, a high school gradua-
tion, teen convention with Genera-
tion Joshua/iAdvocate, a mock trial 
tournament, exhibit hall of educa-
tional resources, plus much more.

A free mini-conference will be of-
fered to new homeschoolers.

The convention is sponsored by 
Christian Home Educators of Cali-
fornia.

Pre-registration for the conven-

tion by April 21 saves $15.
Register online at cheaofca.org.

Providence college 
gets new president

PASADENA — After an exten-
sive nationwide search, Providence 
Christian College has named Dr. 
Jim Belcher as its third president. 

Belcher comes to Providence 
from Knox Theological Seminary, 
where he served as an associate pro-
fessor of practical theology. A for-
mer church planter, Belcher previ-
ously served as pastor of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church in Newport 
Beach and was on staff of Lake Av-
enue Congregational Church in 
Pasadena.

In selecting Belcher, the board of 
trustees cited his reformed outlook, 
ministerial experience and commit-
ment to the liberal arts as making 
him particularly equipped to help 
young Christian students address 
the global challenges presented in 
the Southern California region. 

He is the author of “Deep 
Church: A Third Way Beyond 
Emerging and Traditional,” which 
won Christianity Today’s Best Book 
Award and Leadership Journal’s 
2010 Golden Canon Award.

His most recent book, “In Search 
of Deep Faith: A Pilgrimage into 
the Beauty, Goodness, and Heart of 
Christianity,” has also been recog-
nized by Christianity Today.

Belcher is a graduate of Gordon 
College with a B.A. in political sci-
ence. He went on to complete an 
M.A. at Fuller Theological Semi-
nary and a Ph.D. in political phi-
losophy at Georgetown University. 

For more information, visit www.
providencecc.edu.

Actor and producer Kirk Cameron will 
be the keynote speaker for the 31st 
annual homeschool convention. He 
will also host a screening of the fi lm 
“Mercy Rule.”
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ness was trying to get his Christian 
staff to “get along.”

“For every Christian in the room, 
you’re going to have a different 
opinion about how to do things or 
what the Bible means about this 
or that,” the business owner said. 
“Over the years, however, we have 
gotten better at keeping everything 
in perspective. We try to focus a 
lot on what unites us Christians 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Grace and the gift of eternal salva-
tion always rise to the surface. We 
also have been successful in not get-
ting bogged down in … clarifying 
what the ‘disputable matters’ are.”

Prayer was an integral part of devel-
oping unity within the ranks, he added.

“When you, as a business owner, 
take the time to pray for your em-
ployees and customers, you send a 
strong message about who you real-
ly are,” Rosenow said. “By following 
up with a handwritten card telling 
them that you are concerned about 
what they are going through and 
that you are continuing to pray for 
them, you are setting an example 
that is extremely pleasing to God.”

Others seek expertise
As Rosenow continued to seek 

the Lord’s direction in leading his 
company—and no doubt tap into 
the practical experience he gained 
as one of 10 siblings—the strife fad-
ed at Trinity, and other Christian 
business owners began soliciting 
input.

“What I have desired, for many 
years, as I met so many different 
Christian business owners, was to 
fi nd a way to bring them all togeth-
er to pool the incredible resources 
of ideas and spiritual support that 
they have to offer,” the ministry 
leader said. “I think all those years 
of getting our Christian employees 
to ‘get along’ helped prepare us to 
take the next step. 

 “Even more challeng-
ing would be the task of getting 
strong-willed independent business 
owners, with different Christian 
perspectives, to get together and 
create a common goal.”

The fi rst Tentmaker meeting was 
held two years ago.

The ministry is based on the sim-
ple concept of prayer a n d 
action. Local chapters, acting as 
spiritual support groups, give the 
employers an opportunity to meet 
together to share what God is doing 
in their companies. They also serve 
one another with whatever resourc-
es God provides. 

“When we build relationships 
based on what we can give or do 
for each other and our communi-
ty, we accomplish a lot more than 
exchanging business cards and hit-
ting each other up for business,” 
Rosenow said. “I envision Tentmak-
er.biz to be a nationwide network 
of Christian business owners who 
are making a difference and being 
blessed by God because they are 
more concerned about giving than 
getting.”

The network, he said, provides a 
vital network that most of the business 
owners just can’t get anywhere else.

“Your Christian brother at church 
is a powerful man of God who prays 
for you, but chances are he may not 
know what it’s like to have a payroll to 
make,” Rosenow said. “It’s an incredible 
bonding tool to sit across the table and 
pray with and for a brother or sister 
who just took a second mortgage to 
pay the creditors.”

Emboldened to serve
Equipped with resources—and 

the knowledge they are not alone—
Rosenow said the Tentmakers are 
becoming more spontaneous in 
their outreach.

“Many business owners are learning 
to take time out of their day to listen 
and pray for the people that God put in 
front of them,” he said. “Not just their 
customers, but the lady at the bank, the 
waiter who served them, the two older 
gentlemen at the donut shop. Many of 
our Tentmakers are spending more 
time talking and offering prayer to total 
strangers whose doors they knock on.”

Rosenow said it is a myth that 
Christian businesses have to walk 
a tightrope when dealing with the 
public. He said a gentle approach 
is the most effective way to expand 
the Kingdom.

“The best way to integrate your 
faith into your business is to LIVE 
your faith in your business,” he said. 
“Do everything with excellence. 
Be fair and honest with everyone. 
Build up a reputation for running 
a business with integrity.”

Learning his customer’s stories 
and investing in their lives has also 
diffused tensions and softened 
hearts.

“Believe me, we have never had 
anyone get mad at us for reaching 
out to them with true love and con-
cern,” he said. “With time, you will 
be more comfortable sharing your 
faith and displaying your Christian-
ity. But it will be too late—because 
they will already know it.”

Even suspicion, he said, can be 
melted by sincere compassion.

“I think that God has carved out 
a unique niche for us,” he said. 
“We consistently run into people 
through business who are either 
mad at God or the church. Maybe 
they were mistreated by a Christian 
but, for whatever reason, they just 
have avoided anything spiritual.”

As they put Christian practices 
into play, Rosenow said, it doesn’t 
take long for the customers to sense 
their sincerity.

“The relationship slowly gets 
seeded,” he said. “The trust begins 
to build. With time, they are shar-
ing a little more. They share why 
they’re mad at God. They share the 
struggle they have with running a 
business or working for someone 
who is treating them bad. They 
share all kinds of things with us, 
about how God hasn’t been inter-
ested in them and could care less. 
And we listen and listen … and 
then we gently remind them that 
God does care, He does listen.”

For more information, visit www.
tentmaker.biz.

ROSENOW…
Continued from page 1

By Jeff Gluck
Religion News Service

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — 
When “American Idol” needed a 
spiritual adviser for its contestants 
this season, the show turned to an 
unexpected place: NASCAR.

Billy Mauldin, president and 
CEO of the Motor Racing Out-
reach ministry, was brought in to 
help Idol hopefuls manage the ups 
and downs of competition — much 
like he’s been doing for NASCAR 
drivers since 1999.

Along with wife Julie, Mauldin has 
been on hand in Los Angeles to be a 
resource if contestants want someone 
to talk with them during a critical point 
in the competition. This week, a series 
of three live shows that begin tonight 
will whittle the fi eld from 31 singers 
to the fi nal 13.

“The expectations here are the 
same for what we do for NASCAR: 
To be there for the people, be pres-
ent, help with the spiritual side of 
life and some of the struggles they 
may deal with as they’re going 
through the competition,” Mauldin 
told USA TODAY Sports.

The idea was the brainchild of 
David Hill, the former Fox Sports 
chairman who was tapped to over-
see an Idol overhaul this year in the 
face of a ratings decline. Hill had 
been watching tapes of past seasons 
when it struck him how many con-
testants grew up in a faith-based 
environment and began singing in 
church.

“I thought to myself, ‘Wow, it 
must be really tough to go to this 

‘American Idol’ contestants lean 
on NASCAR’s spiritual adviser

intense competition — and this 
show does change lives — and if 
you’re used to being in a church-
based organization, that would be 
a huge adjustment,” Hill said. “Es-
pecially for kids who are 16, 17, 18 
years old and away from home for 
the fi rst time.”

Hill wanted to fi nd someone who 
contestants could sit and talk to, 
but also someone who understood 
competition because “this is the 
biggest talent show in the world.”

Then it hit him: Through his ex-
perience working with NASCAR, 
he’d seen Mauldin in action.

“I couldn’t think of anyone bet-
ter to advise these kids than Billy,” 
Hill said. “In my mind, NASCAR is 
the most intense athletic competi-
tion in the country because if you 
make a mistake, you’re risking seri-
ous injury and death.”

The stakes might not be as high 
in Idol, but it might feel that way at 
times for the contestants.

Mauldin and his family were driv-
ing home to Charlotte from the 
beach in June when Hill called and 
pitched the idea. He then brought 
the Mauldins to Idol’s boot camp 
in Palos Verdes, Calif., earlier this 
month.  The hopefuls met former 
Idol stars Adam Lambert and Chris 
Daughtry, who talked to them about 
song choice and how to perform on 
stage, and also were introduced to 
the Mauldins.

“I told the contestants that Billy 
and Julie were people who under-
stand competition and would be 
available to talk,” Hill said. “The re-
sponse was incredible. A large per-

centage made appointments to sit 
down to talk to him — and not only 
the contestants, but even some of 
the producers. It is working beyond 
my wildest dreams.”

NASCAR driver Michael Mc-
Dowell said Mauldin would be the 
“perfect person” to help Idol con-
testants deal with the roller coaster 
of emotions that come with any 
competition — whether it’s a talent 
show or NASCAR race.

“He treats everybody exactly the 
same,” McDowell said. “He’s there 
to lean on and support you if you 
need it, but he’s not a fan.”

Mauldin, who will split time between 
Idol’s live shows and NASCAR’s travel-
ing circus (he’ll be back in Florida 
for Sunday’s Daytona 500), said the 
singers are much like the young driv-
ers who reach NASCAR’s top level for 
the fi rst time.

Hill said he understands not all 
the contestants are of the Christian 
faith. Mauldin is not there to pros-
elytize, he said, and someone will 
be made available to contestants of 
different religions if they so desire.

More than anything, Hill added, 
Mauldin is there for comfort.

“As a dad, if my daughter was 17 
and she was living in Los Angeles 
for the next three months and per-
forming in front of 15 million peo-
ple who were watching every move 
she makes, I’d want to surround 
her with as much soul protection as 
I possibly could,” he said. “You want 
them to be able to give the best of 
themselves.”

Jeff Gluck writes for USA Today.



12 • CHRISTIAN EXAMINER • Mar-Apr 2014 IE www.christianexaminer.com


